v

.

" spectacle deeply revolting. Nor dées his-

For the COURANT.
THE LAY PREACHER.

EccrestasTicus si. 1k
“ There is one that laboreth cond laketh
pains, and maketh haste, and i3 50 nuch
the more behtnd.”
BUT how van that be, Mr. Peeacher,
replies the hasty.man, unless you tan prove
that the faster vne ruus the sluwer he
goes? Patience, my friend, for thatis a
part of the doctrine contained in the text.
if you have any scruples of conscience a-
buut the Apocrypha, take a text of a more
modern date, © huste makes waste”—and
ifthis needs additional strength, the sur-
fq-.nns rule 1= au excellent oue, * fusling
ente, hasten gently.
Imprimis. Who are thuse contemplat-
edisthe text ?
Anywer. 13, The Clergyman who by
season of a pressure of wecular business
through the week, writes or studies his
sermons Saturday aflternoon and Sunday
morning,  He must be in ¥ haste,” and in
the end fal) sadly “ behind.” .
2. The Lawyer, who while at leisure
ueglecs to study and prepare hus client’s
case, .
3d, The Physician who administers me-
diciae without first making himself ac-
quainted with the disease, constitution and
habit of his patient. If the doctor is"not
% behind® in his charges, yeu the patient is
sure to lag, and ten tu oue, that he ever

up.
4!!!.1'The Farmer who s0ws or plants his
wunds balf tilled, or kills his pork or beel

a:-l( {attened. .

5th. The ship-builder, the house-builder,
the coach and waggon muaker, who use
green and unseasoned timber in their dif-
terent employments—All these men a3
well astheir eaployers are in * haste,’ and

* are so much the more behind.’

+ 6th, The maid who ¢ taketh pains und
maketh haste’ to be married, without tak-
ing time to consider and to learn the cha-
racter, temper and condition of her lover,
geacrally finds herself in afew years far in
the buck ground. :

Tth,, All thuse who, being belaled set out
ina hurry upon a journey.. By over driv-
ing their beasts or themselves they soon
fall far ¢ behind’ those who start at the
sume time, but who pursue their journey
with muderation and diligeace.

8thiy and tastly. Constitution-makers—
who have much to do (if they do any thiog)
in a short time.  But espeeially and abosr

* all, those people whose right itis to ratify
or reject a constitution when made, bat;
who are limitted to threc weeks to delibe-
tate, examine and reflect upon 3 matter of
such * unimaginable importance’ This iv
indead hurrying with 4 wilness—and altho’
the Lay Prercheris not a prophet, ryet. no
apirit of prophesy is necessary to foresee
that the gond people of Cunnecticut are in
iminent danger of being of all other free
states the most® behind.’

1NPROVENENT,

1. Let every one mind his own business.
. 2, If your carn and your trees grow well
and appear healthy and fvurishiag, don’
be in a hurry to dig them up for the pur-
pose ofseeing whether there be a worm at
the root. :

9. It your blacksmith, your carpeater,

aur shoemaker, your hatter, be' compe-

t and faithful workmen,and honest in
their aceounts with you, be not in haste to
lJeave them and ruo after othérs whose
skill and Adelity you have yet to learn; for
in Jearning them you may fall far * biehind.

Lastly. If your coat be of good and sub-

stantial cloth, well made and fiifed to you.
although you may have heard of many o-
ther fancilal cuts and colours, ¥ beseech
you, consider before you throw it away,
and by such imprudent ¢ haste’ commit an
-urror which you ean never repair.
———
For the Counanr.

LOVE OF COUNTRY.—No. IL
The lendency of Christiunity in fovour of
equal righls, and o generale an enlight-
ened and genuine patriotism.

HOW comes it that civil liberty * is
tu this day without a name in the languages
of Asia? “ How happens it that Asia, the
cradle of the human race, the meost pro-
ductive in soil, an the most delicivusin
climate, of any quarter of the ginbe, i3,
throughout its vast dowain, under the yoke
vfa frightful despotism ? And how happens
it that all the civil liberty that now is in
the world, exists only within the pale of
christendom ?—And moreover, that by far
the greatest portions of genuine civil liber-

are to be found in those particular sec-
tions of christendom, wherein christianity
tias sullered the least adulterations from
haman policy ?

“These facts are undeniable, and seem
clearly to evince the benignant influence
of christianity upon the secular and civil
affairs of men 3 that its doctrines and pre-
cepts, and the whole scope of itsgenius,
tend powerfully to soften and aweliorate
government, and to produce order, peace,
mnatual benevolence, and social happiness
throvghout the general body of the go-
verned.

Tetl me not of Roman freedorn. The
- republic of Rome was at begt but a lordly
aristocracy, for nothing more distinguished
than for its scoro of plebeian blood.*

‘Tell me not of the boasted republies of
ancient Greece. Athens, the most noted

- of them, which figured at the height ofits
lory for the space of only about one hun-
ﬁred and thirty years, was, all that time. as
to its government, a {yranny of the people ;
whose rash, jealous. ferocious, and incon-
stant humours, could not be satisfied with
the rule of any man or men, however well
qualificd and well disposed. Almost all
their great and excellent men they impea-
ched, prascribed. banished, or executed as
criminals  Ifthey had won splendid vie-
" tories, and by that meana saved the repub-
lic, the people were envious of their fame,
and jealous of their power. And if; con-
trariwise, they were unfortunate, they
were sure of encountering the vengeance,
as well as contempt, of the enraged popu-
lace. Snthat Athens, during even the best
days of that famed republic, exhibited a

tory furnish w3 with any example of the
happy union of equal fiberty and eivil or-
der, except in countries illuminated with
the light of christianity. ’

* As aspecimen of the nature of the Roman
republicaniam as respected the noorer clas.
ses, taks the following. ¢ The case of deb-
tors in Rome for the first four centuries was,
after the set time for pavment, no choice but

“Yfrage

And the reasons are obvious: two or
three of which I shall barely glance upon.

{ts morald being ol the purest kind, the
siguteousness that exalteth a gation is one
ol its practiead results, :

As 1t sets the nghest and the lowest up-
on'a level with respeet tu God, and regards
them as brethren of the sune fam.ly ;
hereby it tends to groerate feelings aud
disposttions favourablc to the pracuical ac-
knuwledgemeot of equal rights. .

In covtradisiincetion o afl human sys-
tewms of religion and morals, christianity is
a religion of universal benevolence, kind-
ness, and compassion  Acco. dingly, it
teuds fo peace, goud will, and mutual kind-
ness, betwixt fellow citizens, and to 8 mu-
tual intercourse Letwixt nativns, whereby
each is benefitted. Regarding all the tribes
and famifies of the earth as ol vue blood,
it fosters a love of country that is uot ex-
clusive ; but which, begioniog at home, ex-
teads to the whole corporation of man-
kinu. That man is rather a pagan, than a
christian patriot, whose love of country
should lead him to attempt or wish its
aggrandizetosnt by means of any acts of
injustice toward other countries.

Forthe COURANT

Whatever difference in opinion may have
heretofore existed in the minds of the people,
as to the expedicncy of calliug a conventivn of
delegates, to form anew constitution of civil
government, fur this State; yet, as the sub-
Ject has been pressed upon them by the pres.
ent ruling party, and delegates chusen, who
are soan to meet far the purpose of consider-
g this intercsting subject ; and as the pro-
ple have been put .0 great trouble, and the
State is likely (o incur no inconsiderable ex.
pense, in consequence of it, & pretty general
sentiment seems naw to prevail, that 1t will be
well to put the subject ut rest, by havinga
constitution framed ahd presented to the peo-

ple, cmbrucing the lree princiﬂlel on which
the government of the State has rested for
nearly 10 centuries past.

That the delegates, when convened, will

roceed to form a constitution of some sort, is
glrdiy to be doubled ; and should they be so
fortunate as to unite, and frame a system,
tounded on sound policy, embracing the gene.
ral principles of freedom and. rational liberty,
it might, and probably would, prove a lastin
hlessing to the peaple of the State. But, if
party feelings and prejudices are to prevail ;
if the wise and whol taws, and excell
institutions, which huve been made and estab-
lished by our vencrable forefathers, are to
give way, orbe ubandoned, for the purpose of
gratifying any particular sect or party, in their
wild u{f discordant theories, or ambitiouy
wnd gelfish designs ; then, indeed, the good
penple of Connecticut may fook for bitterness
nd-a curse, instend of n blessing. .

Haw far the convention may deem it expe.
dient to enter into the detnils of a aystem of
government, will be a question for the dele-
iwates, in their wisdom, to determine, Per.
haps, sound policy would dictate, that whatev-
er is done on the subject should be made to
conform to our present existing laws and reg-
ulations, rather than to depart from those
principles and usages which both wisdom and
experience have sanctioned, with & view of
changing those laws and regulations, so as to
conform to any new and untried system that
may be adopted.

Whatever course may be purgued, the ideas
and opisions cf individuals, thrown into com-
mon stock, may not be altogether unseless to
those who are chosen to deliberate and act on
a subject altogetiner new and interesting to the
people of this State.  With these impressions
and views, the writer of these remarks, with
due deference, offers them to the public.

In framing a constitution of civil govern-
ment, the important principle of the right of
suffrage will nuturally come under considera.
tion. in representativegovernments, the elec-
tors may be said, with prapriety, to be the ma-
terials of which the government i3 formed,
and the foundation on which it rests : If these
materials and this foundation be defective, the
tabric cannot long endure, but will soon totter
and faii into ruins.

Various have been the opinions and specu-
{ations of modern theoretical politicians, res-
pecting this subject. Some few have gone so
far as to advocate the doctrine of universal suf-
; others huve considered it proper that
this privilege should be restricted, in a great-
er or leas degree, tothose who possess certain
qualifications pointed out by law.  No uniform
rule hag, however, been adopted in any two or
tnore States in the uaion : Some qualification
has, inevery State, been thought necessary ;
that of a ceruain fixed term of residence previ-
ous to exercising the privilege of-voting, has
been the least requircment. How far it may
be deemed good policy to extend the elective
franchise in this State may be a doubtful ques-
tion. Qur prudent and discerning ancestors,
it seems, did not consider the extension of
this privilege to all classes and descriptions
of men as being consistent with the genuine
principles of civif liberty, or the stability and
safety of thegovernment ; and experience has
aught us, that our forefurhers were wiser in
this respect than their descendants in later
vears have been.

Universal suffrage is to be deprecated, not
s0 much on uccount of the confusion to which.
it leads ; but because, in reality, we should
lose the very object which we all ought to be
solicitous to . btain. - It would, in fact, from
ity very nature, embarrass and prevent the
deliberate voice of the community from being
heard. Nu man of reflection can for a moment
believe, thut by counting «ll the heads the de-
liberate body of the peaple woull he uugmen-
ted or multiplied. The great serviceable
ebjectisto bring into acuvity the greatest
numbers of independent electors,- and at the
same time toexclude the greatest number of
those who, from their sitnation and condition
in society, cannot, or will not, excrcise the
privilege with propriety and sound diacretion
The great difficulty is, to find where the line
shouid be drawn, and what quulifications a vo-
ter shall possess. One thing, however,is im-
partant ; whatever rulc is adopted, onght to
be plainly marked, and the qualifications
{which always ought to be possessed at the
time of voting) distinetly defined, cither by
the constitution ar by luw ; and so guarded
ag to prevent frauds and sbuses being practi.
sed,whereby the privilege of our elections ma;
become corrupted,and our freedom destroyed.
¢ Cuvil liberty,” (says a celebrated modern
writer,) ¢ does not depend on our exercising
“ the privilege of voting ; but consists in this,
 that every man, whi e he respects the . persons
' af others, and allows them quietly to enjoy the
W fruits of their industry. be certain himse.f like-
“ wise to enjoy the froduce of hia own industry,
 and that his person be algo secure” We fre.
quently hear it said, by wmen who have other
views than those of the public peace and hap-
piness, that thiose who ave not frcemen or (i
oti:er words)} voters at our clections, are con.
sequently slaves.  Sach remarks may serve
1o create uncasmess, and disturbance in socie-
ty, and answer the purposes of ambitions de-
signing men, hut have no tndation in tenth ;
since it is wetl known by cvery man who is fit
for an elector, that those who are not voters,
arc equally benefitted and protected by our
laws, as those are who exercise the privilege
of voting. And the benefits arising from u
well regulated system regarding the rigiits of
eleetion are eqally felt by all, whether they
exercise the right of suffpage, or whether they

Should this subjuct enguge the attentionof
the convention, it is yuggested, whether some
more convenientand regular mode of exeici-
sing the privilege of election may not be devi.
sed to prevent that icreguolburity, confusion and
delsy which sometimes occurs at the meetings
in poptilous towns, SIDNEY,

———
EXTRACY
From ** 4 sevivs of Jetters vn the establighnient
of the warship of the Deity ua, easentics to na-

tionai happuness, published in 1789,

¢ Christianity, (the professed religion of
these states) nCeds nat my feeble pen tore-
commend it—it has its own commendation m
the breast of all who have afforded it the least
impartial attention, The design and elfect of
it 15 10 soften the passions, and regulate the
tempers of mankind—to prompt every good
alfection and disposition—to raise and cher-
ish the seeds of universal love and compas.
sion :—ils precepts revive a spirit of virtue,
and give new force to the powers of reason and
to the efforts of industry, in the common con-
duct of lite.

By this are found most forcible applications
10 the hopes and fears of mankind, indncing to
viriuous mauners, drawn from thesource ofu
future state of retribution, and the continual
presence and agency of the Deity.  As religioh
inculc.tes good order and government, it iy
the strengtli and glory of'a people ; the spring
of every thing good and pleasant ;—it exiends
its happy influence into private families ; ity
the stability of towns, states, and nations;—
the more extensively ns influence is ditfused,
the mure secure shall we be from the confu-
sions of anarchy and the invasions of tryanny ;
—it is the sure and necessary guard of social
happiness, of unviolated property, of civil li-
berty, and civil government.

National virtues are derived from religious
rrinciple; these spread themselves in count.
ess streams thro” the community ;—hence,
pood —civility—Cthastity desty—~
temperance—-industry——justice—mercy—be.
nevelence—public spirit—urder—and subjec-
tion to civil government.

The deeper the principles of religion are
fixed in the Luman breas:, the greater the
senge of the obligation to subriety—~honesty—
and every social.and meral yirtue :~hence, re-
ligion is necessary to frive tife and efficacy to
the arts and manufactures;—to trade~com.-
merce—and agriculture ; to open the springs
trom whence private happiness und national
greatness flow, i

1t ig the influence of religion, and of chris.
tianity above all other systems, which hes
taised the civilized nations of the earth from
darkness to hight, from brutes to men. ‘In
the savage tribes of our western hemisphere,
we have a striking picture of what our painted
ancestors in Europe were, before they were
lluminated with the rays of divine knowl.
edge; and without this blessed aid, such
should we have been at this day ; like them
still ignorant,

of the various skill,
To turn the furrow, or to guide the tool
Mechanic ; or the heav’n-conducted prow
Of navigation bold, that fearless braves
The burning line, or dares the wintry pole,
Mother severe of infinite delights.
O G e
From the Savex Gazurte,

CONNECTICUT.
The Democrats of that state express ther
doubts, sf.er having ascertained the result ot
the electi in of Delegates to their Convention,
whether they shall be able to agree on s new
Constitution.  The parties are nearly equatly
divided ; and it is probable individuals of the
same party will entertain spme difference of
opsnion as to the details of anew form of gov-
ernment. The delegytes ave to meet in Au-
guat. ) )
The good people of that State have quietly
reposed fora century or two under the fond
beliet they enjoyed an excellent form of gav-
ernment,  Bu, recently, with Evelike curios-
ity, they bave eaten of the fruitof the-tree of|
knowledge, und they have awoke, and with
astonmishment behold they are ina state of
shivering, shameless nakedness, and all bands
are’ industriousty employed in sticking fig-
leaves together,
What then must be the sufferings of this
peaple, if they fuil in agreeing with them-
selves wherewithal they shall be clothed.
Why, they will come upon some Fragment
Saciety, unless the charitable and benevolent
give the Sanchos a guod Blunketing,
P . ———

a meeting of the Baptist Society in Harifor,
aud others frieadly lopcl'vﬂ und ";{clig:bmfr:el:
dom, holden by adjournment, 4th Auguat, 1818,
The annexed preamble and resolutions, re-

ried by a committee to whom the subject

had been referred, were considered and
adopted :

THE people of this state, having derivad
rom thewr ancetsors the priuciples ot civil k.
berty, and 48 a sellevident truth resvlung
from the fitness of things ; it follows, that in
the exercise of their religious freedom, kuman
lawe should not interfere.

To cherish with solicitude and maintain
with firmness, these inestimable rights, are
among the first duties of freemens  And hay.
ing recently elected delegates to meet in con.
vention, for the purpose of furming & capsti.
tution of cwvil government, it is peculiarly
proper for the people as individuals, or parti-
culur communities to examine, and point out
such defects or evils as shull be found to ex.
ist in our present form of government, or laws
n force. [n the hiope, that the proposed writ.
ten constitution wiil be founded on such prin.
ciples, and the powers of government so or.
gunized, as 1o provide new guards for their
own and the safety and happiness of posterity.
At candid men who examine the subject, it
is believed, will aj bat i this state, Reli-
gion is established & supportedby law; & how-
ever mild and just may be the general deport-
ment of individuuls, whose religious views are
in accordance with that establishment ; still it
is not merely a series of oppressive ac.g, or in.
stances of mdividual suffering multiplicd as
they have been, but the nature and tendency
of all ecclesiastical systems, that are the sub.
ject of inquiry——That it has authorized n
thig state and stifl allows a species of tyranny,
oppressive to individuals, and subversive of
the general welfare,we think can not be denied.
It is not now intended to examine the his.
tory of judicial proceedings in Connecticut,
arising under ecclesiastical laws, which au-
thorisc one sect of professing christians to
build houses of public worship, and support
their religious tenchers by taxing other sects,
who consciensciously disapprove the senti-
ments and instructions of those teachers they
ave 8o compelled to support. :
A hare reference to cases of this nature
would far exceed the limits necessarily pre-
scribed to these remarks; and notwithstand-
ing repeated applications have been made for
the repeal of laws so palpably unjust—stitl
those applications even down to the session in
May 1818, have been either rejected, or dis-
posed ofin a manner far differently in our
view from that liberal and just policy which it
was reasonable to expect would have charac-
terised the proceedings of an enlightened le.
gislature.  And as the period is approaching
when we may in common with eur fellow citi-
zens, be called to exercise the high duty of
examining, ad approving, or rejecting the
new form of civil government. ‘iherefore,

Resolved, as the sense of.this mecting, that
Religion, orthe duty men owe the Creator,
and the manner of discl.arging it, ought to be

either to pay or be the creditors sfuve.”

donot.

cvery min—That theoe rights are unalienable
—That all acts of the civil magisirate, either
in the form ot constitutional provisions, or the
ordwmary acts of the legislature, which in any
manner restrain the free esercise of religion,
or compel any man to contributc to the sup-
port of any religious Worship, or to the public
teachers thereat, are oppressive ; and regard-
ing our duty as faithful members of a free
state, no congiderations shull induce us to give
eur support to a written constitution, delegat.
ng powers to cwvil gover! i v
with the views expressed in the preceding
preamble and this resolution, LA

Resolved, That the doings of this meeting
be signed by the Moderator snd Clerk,
and that the Clerk prepare and deliver copies
thereot to the editors of the several news-pa-
pers prioted in this city, with a request that
the same be published,

Bexsanix Fowcenr, Moderator
Jeueaian Brows, Clerk.

——

We publish the above at the rcquest of the
gentlemen who have subscribed it; but we
think it but fair at the same time to republish
the doings of the Generul Assembly, in 1802,
in refation to one of the petitions altuded to
in the within resolve. We have uvnderstood
that with one exception the committee agreed
in the vepott, and the gentleman who disgent

and that if such hathinot been its operation,
the deaign of the legistature has been thwar.
ted.—11 the principic ulready recognized, viz.
that every member of society be required, in
some way, to contribute for the support of the
seligious institutions in the society in which
he gm:l\s, unless he manitest his election 1o
brlong 70 another, be just, it is necessary that
the act of manitesting such election, be eviden-
ced to the public.—1ne mewbod of evidencing
this act, prescribed in tlis statute, I3 assim-
pie, and liable 10 as few exceptions as uny
which hath yet been suggested. o
The next and only semaming objectionia
against the 41st and 42d paragraphs of an sct
provicding fur the collection of rates or taxes,
and un act in addition therete, passed in May
1736, These acts refate to the taxes arising
on the lands of non resident proprictors. In
May 1807, an act was passed _decl:\rmF ¢ that
ccclesiastical soctety taxes arising on fands or
other estate of nou resident proprietors, shall
belong to the denomination ot christiany to
winch such non resident proprietor belongs.”
This uct was pussed, it is presumcd, after the
Petition was penned, and the committee ap-
prehended thut the grounds of complaint
whiich heretofure existed, are thereby remos-
ed.
Feom the foregoing remarks it results that
in the opinion of the committee, no legislative
ald i necessary on any of th+ grounds of com-

ed had the candour 10 acknowledge he could
not answer the reasoning with which it was
supported.

‘T'his petition was prescnted to the General
Assembly early in the last session, and on mo-
tion of the petitioners, the 27th of May was us-
signed by both Houses for hearing them upan
it. When the time assigned arrived, a mo-
tion wus made by the petitioners that it might
becontinued. The Assembly tho’t it nat pro.
per to continue it ; but ngpoimcd acommittee
from both Houses to take into consideration
the foregoirg petition aud to report thereon.
The Committee, consisting of the Yon Olizer
Ellsworth the Hon. David Daggets, Phny Hill-
yer, Eliplatet Tervy, JAbraham Vanhorne De-
Witt, Noah Webster, George Colfux, David
F. Sill, David Burr, Lewsz B. Sturges, Shu-
bael Abbe, John Parish, Jumes Morvis, Ebjuh
Sheyman, Jonathan Lasw, Nathun Wilcox, John
T Petere, and Jonathun Barns, Fsquires, on
the 3d day of June instant, made the following
Report, which was sccepted.

T's the General .luembTy of the State of Con-

necticut, now in aeasion |

The Committee to whom was referred the
Petation of Simon Brown and others, com
laining of certain existing Laws respect-
ing the support of the Gospel,
Rerorr, |
THAT they have minutely examined
the specified grounds of complaini, waving
deration or di jon of those observa-
tions which preceded .nd followed, and which
are so general as to afford no prospect of a
valuabie result.

The Stutute of this State, entitlad, * An act
for the settlement, support and encourage-
ment of ministers, and for the well orderiy,
estates given for the support of the ministry,”
which empowers the majority of all the legal
voters in any town or parish to call, setile and
support a ninister” for themselves, their heirs
and successors during life,” is the first object
of comphaint.—It is not believed that the cir-
cumstances that a majority rather than fwo
thirds, three fourths, or any other number of wvo-
ters, in the specified case, is objectionable.
The evil, if any exist, ig that the located socie-
ties can compel all persens living witbin their
limits, to contribute to the support of reti-
giaus institutions. 8o far as this objection ap-
plic.: to those who adbere to such society, and
attend its institutions, it cannot be urged with
any propriety, since they sre compeﬁ:d only
to scquiescence in the decision of a majority.
So far as those are corcerned who car not con-
scienciously attend on such institutions, but
disgent therefrom, it is of no force, since by
existing laws, they can be exempt from any
wxes and released from the society by joining
any other religions denomination.—So far as
the objection affects thase who Yive wizhin
such society, and who cecline to aid in the
suppart of any religious institution, the com-
mnittee decm it invalid, considering it an equi-
table principle that every member of society
shoutd, in sume way, contribute to the sup.
port of religious institutions. On this prin-
ciple they will hereafter remark.

The other objection to the act under con-
sideration, is thus expressed,  Likewise con-
fining sequestered lands and all public pro.
perty for the support of the minisiry and auny
other ecclesiastical purposes to the Presb,.
terians only.”—=The committee, in attending
to the act referred to, do not perceive the re-
striction mentioned. The act indeed provides
that such lands,” monies or other estate, as
have been sequestered, given or granted for
the use and support of the ministry, shall be
applied for that purpose according to the trus
intent and design contuined in the sequestration,
grant or denation. 1f, by the terms of the in.
strument, any particular religious society, was
the object ofthe grant, scquestration or don.
ation, such society became thereby vested with
a pertect'right to the property, and the legis-
lature cannot, on principles of justice, deprive
them thereof, nor enquire whether the grant,
donation or scguestration, was wisely made,
It may also be remarked that there is another
statute on this subject, which indeed is only
declaratory of the common law, by which eve.
ry society, community and individual, 1s secur.
ed in the use and enjoyment of any property
given, granted or sequestered, for any public
or charitable use, 1t is not apprehended taat
any further legistative aid cun :be given, in
these respects, nor that ary, can be reasonahly
required. If any questions exist as to the
sound construction of’ any of those grauts, se.
questrations ov donations, intéresting to soci.
ct.es of different d inutions, it is ife
ly proper, that such questions should be adju-
dicated upon in a court of Jaw or chancery,
and not iu the General Assembly. :

The Petition next compizins of the © act
for formming and regulating socicties,”—To
this, two objections are specified.  Ficst it is
said that this act © prohibits the inhabitants
of any town or society from having the preach-
g of the gospel among themselves in their
own private houses without special permission
from the General Assembly”—The commit-
tee, on diligent enquiry, can find no such pro.
hibition —They therefore presume that this
part of the Petition is founded on a misappre-
heusion ; and that if such a law ever existed,
it has been long since repealed. ’

Secondly. Itis said that this law ¢ obliges
widows, strangers, persons newly come of agre
and all who do not legully dissent from them
‘that is from the located societies) 1o pay to
them taxes” The question avising nnder
this law is, whether a widow or person coming
of age shall be considered as belonging to the
society to which the husband or parent belong-
ed. The committee are not ascertained that
any practice ar construction on this law re.
quires legislative interference.  Their enqui.
ries issued in a contrary opinion, viz, that in
the several societies, the luw is so construed
as to_produce general satisfaction 1f how-
ever it should hereafter appear that evils exis:
inthe cases specified, a remedy will doubt-
tess be ufforded.

The next statute complained of is “ap act
for securing equal rights and privileges to chri
~tiang of every denomisation in this state”® 1
is hehieved that the intention of the legislatur

plaint specificd in the Petition.  Tlus opinion
however is formed on the principle recogniz-
ed that every member of socicty should, in
some way, contribute to the support of reli-
gious mstitutions.  In iflustration of this prin.
ciple, it muy be observed, that the primary
objects of guvernment, are \he peuce, order
and prosperity of suciety. By thenr preserva-
tion, individuals are secured in all their valu-
able interests, Fo the promotion of these
objtcts, particularly in a republican govern-
ment, gnud morals are essential.  Institutions
far the promotion of goud morals, are there-
fore objects of legisiutive provision and sup-
port; and umong these, in the opinion of the
committee, religious nstitutions sre emin-
ently useful and :mportant. It is not here in.
tended that speculutive opinions in theology
and were rites and modes of worship, are
the subjects of icygul coercion, or indeed the
abjects of legislation ; but that the legislature,
churged with the great interests of the com-
musnity, may ard ought to countenance, ad
and protect religious institutions—institutions
wisely culcutated ta divect men to the perform-
ance of all the duties arising from heir con.
nection with esch other, and to prevent or re-
press those evils which flow from unrestrain-
ed passion, L

The rigght of the legislatute to oblige each
individual of the community to_centribute to-
wards the support of schools for the instruc-
<ion of children, or of eourts of justice for the
protection of rights, is not questioned ; nor 18
any individual afluwed to refuse his contribu.
tion, because he has no children to be instruct.
ed-—no injuries to be redressed, or because he
conzciencivusly believes those ingtitations use-
less.—Qu thesame principle of general utility,
in the opinion of the committee, the legisia-
ture may &id the mamtenance of that religion
whose benign influence on mogals s universal-
ly acknowledged, It may be added that this

rinciple has been lung recognized, and is too
intimately connected with the peuce, order
and happiness of the state, to be abandoned.

‘Fhe committee therefore, lamenting the ex-
istence of any diflerence of apinion among dif-
ferent denominations of christians, respecting
this important principle, present, s (he result
of their attention to the Petition before them,
that none of the specified grounds of complaint
require Jegislative interference.

Signed per order, :
OLIVER ELLSWORTH

(1
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From the Washington Cily - Gazette, of July 51

Barburius  captivity.~—An intimation was
given in the French papers shortly after lord
Exmouth’s attack on Algiers, thata €reuch.
man, who had been in captivity 34 years with
the Barbarians, was one of the christian slaves
delivgred up to that officer agreeubly to the
treaty of submission then entered inta by the
Algerines. Tha unfortunate being, when

the evenis of the 'French revlution, and the
convulsions of Europe, for the lust 25 years
which grew ouvofit. “This, we doubt not, is
one of the rarest instances of Yiberatiun un re.
cord, and we are glad to bave this oppartuni.

1y (through the kind industry of a triend,) of

laying the particulars before the Americau
public We beg the reader to excuse any
stiffness in the style which may be met with,
uwing 10 the literal translation thut has been
attempted : the extraordinary facts set down
may perhaps compensute for the defect

Y Washington Guzette.

Anauthentic relation of the dreadful tortures
which apoor Frenchman, (Peter Dumon,)
suffered in Atrica, during a slavery of thir.
ty-four ycars.

In the year 1782, being 14 vears old, I left
Paris, my native city, to follow, as a servant,
le chevaber de Ternay, We embarked at
Brest, on board of H. M’s, ship,le duc de
Bourgagne, which was gent \o America. A
tew days after our arirval at Rhode Island,
where M. de Ternay died sudenly, Twent to
St, Christopbe’; from thence to Gibraltar, and
trom Gibraltar to St. Procbk. wheré'l was em.
ployed in monsienr conm D’ Artois® equipa.
ges. I started with M. Monimerry, who had
received an order 10 juin the French squadron,
then blockudimg Muhen. We embarked on
board of Ins majesty’s brig, le Lievre,of 14
guns, ‘and after a stormy passage, we were
shipwrecked on the coust of Africa, between
Oran and Algiers, The crew of the brig con-
sisted of 140 men, half of whom were drown-
ed, and the other half massacred, by the Ara.
bians .of the Coubuly tribe—18 excepted,
(among whom I'was ane,j who bud presence
of mind enough to hide until day. Arabans
dor’uullow themselves to kill in open day any
one who declures himself theirslave.  As'soon
sa the Arabiuns perceived us, they seized us
and we were compelled to walk with them s.x
nights, (they never travel in duy time,) tilt
we arrived at Shisly’s mountain, which is in.
habited by Arabians of the Coubaly tribe, and
which is the residence of their Cheyk, His
house'is situafed apon a hill; it is the only
one in the whole country ; the othér Arabians
encamp under tents.—Afier we were present-
ed to the Cheyk, whose rame was Schyd Soly-
man, who has an unlimited power over all the
individuals whom the tribe consisted of, we
were chained two by two, and during 28 years,
consequently I have been condemned to sup-
port night and day with my miserable fellow
chan mate, the weight of fetters which inade
us inseperable.

Every morning at four o'clock, the slaves
were taken out to work; sometimes at the
mines, sometimes at clearing the mountain, or
cutting down timber, or ploughing the
grourid  We were bound 1o work until twi-
lighy, and we had not any other rest but to
smoke during a quarter of an hour, some to.
bacco we could pickup in the fields by the
way, In the morning when we were getting
out of the Hugne, (that is a large and dark
prison, where four thousand men who were
confined, had for beds, only a little straw
which they could bring along with them,
where never penetruted a ray of sun, or any
tight whatever ) we each received two rolls.
which were black, tough, and very ofter
mouldy, and some rotten olives ; this was ‘o

restored to his (riends, was quite 1gnorant of

Translated from the French, for the City of

and a little broth. Yfany one of us, harrasscd
with futigue and bunger, discontinued work-

ing a few moments, the cheif guardian thresh-

ed” him unmercifully. Inshort, so miserable

was our fate, that (nct one day excepted) two
or three were found who had killed themselves,
I rémained 28 yenrs in this dreadfal situation ;
my life wus constantly uniform; [ am goin
to give the recital of the only incident which
happened to me during the whole qﬂhn time.
A Marabou, (so they culla tarkish monk,)
wha was travelling through the country where
we lived, pave us in alms 30 sequins, (about
200t.) our chiet guardian wantedto get hig
part of it—I way the only ane w!m refused giv-
ing him any thing. Filled with indignation
an account of my refusa, hie treated me every
duy in the most ciuel manner.  Every morn.
ing, when I was getting vut of the Bagne, he
averwhelmed me with injuries and blows.  ‘Ti-
red of such a life, 1 resolved to put anend to
it bv t:king vengcsnce on Ty persecutor,
whorm 1 determined to kil at the firat blow he
would give me. 1did not wait a long time
for the opportunity of executing my purpose ;
the next day whenl was going to work, he
came to me and began to strike me; | went
buck, and baving seized a large stone, 1 threw
it agzainst his fuce, and beat the right eye out
of his head. 1 wag instantly surrounded by
Arubians, who tied me to a mule ; and_afier
having been threshed in a dreadtul way; 1 was
brought before the cheyk, 1 happily had learn-
ed 1o speak Arabic, and.1 was able to exphip
to the cheyk the motives of my conduct. I
made him perceive tlie cruel procedings of
the guardian towards me : the cheyk, pene-
trated with the justice of my remonstrances,
condemnas him to be langed ; then nddrgs-
sing hireselt to me, which hand of yours, said
he, has struck your enemy ? He has infringed
on the Coran laws, and hus suffered his pun-
ishmeut ; now you must suffer yours. As [
foresaw the chastisement I was re ierved for, 1
answered, 1 had thrown thestane with my left
hand, in order to save the right—He then or-
dered the hand which had committed the
crime, to be tied to a plank, and struck il
the skip and fiesh were taken off, which was
executed immediately, in the most cruel man.
ner. Afier I had suffered this dreadful tor-
ture, without being alfowed to dress my
woumd, 7 wns compelled that very day to
move round a millstone, which I was condem-
ned to do for a whole year,
The Cheyk of the Coubaly tribe was always
at war with the other tribes; and when he
was forced to march his-troops against them,
fie took along with him ogpe hundred slaves to
pitch the tents, tolond and usiload camels,
and generally for the most tiresome and pain-
ful duty. i
1remained 28 years gst these Barba-
rians, until the Bey of Titre, who was tribu.
1ary to the Dey of Algiers, after some negocia-
tions entered into the Chesk, had us convey-
ed into the country under his jurisdiction : we
were then only five hundred in number ; und
walked eight duys to get to Titre, where we
remained about five months.
The Bey sold us to the Regency of Algiers
for a sum of money, which was deducted from
that he was bound to pay for his annual tribute.
After the bargain was concluded, we set wut,
and arived, after a four night's journey, at Al-
giers, where 1 remained a sluve about sis
yeara. .
1 wus liberated in the glorious expedition un-
der Lord Exmouth, to whom 1 owe my restor-
ation to my country, af:er a slavery of 34 years,
D B

From the Onturio Repository.
HMr. Bemis—~A mclancholy accident took
place in this neighborhood, on Sabbath after-
noon. Mr, Alesander Beaty, who was return-
ing from meeting having with him in his wag-
gon two of his own daughters and Cathsrine
Fowler, eldest daughter of Capt. Chuarles Fow-
ler, (about nine years of age) wiwm arviving
within «bout three fourths ot a mile from his
house, and about forty rods from Capt. Fow-
ler"s, his horses took fright and ran with such
violenice, over a rough and descending road,
that he was unable to manage
could any of the pervons extricate themselves
trom their dreadful situation, ‘They were all
thrown from their chairs in which they rode,
into the body of the waggon, and when nearly
opposite Capt. Fowler’s house, his eldest

father in holding the horses, was precipitated
headlong out of the waggon and considerably
bruised ~ About thirty rods further, the wag.
body began to come to picces, and Capt,

instantly broken to pieces. In about ten rods
more, the waggon body being now uearly de.
molished, Mr. Beaty waus thrown between his
horses, and his other daughter against them ;
she fell to the ground and the wheel ran over
her body; he wag carried in this situation
thirty or forty rods further, when the horses
turning a little out of the road, ran againsta
stump, tore the remaining part of the waggon
to pieces, and left him ou the ground nearly
lifeless, with his bones dreadfully broken, and
his flesh shockingly bruised and lacerated—
He survived only about five houre, * * * * #
But my pen cannot describe, imagination only
can conceive of the heart rendings of a fa-
ther, when grasping the lifeless body of &
daughter, disfigured with wounds and covered
with gore—af 1 mother, when beholding the
lifeless body afa daughter, borne in the arms
of 2 neighbory her visage distorted with
wounds and death, who a few moments befare
was in health and \'i;éor-—of a wife, when be-
holding her husband and. children, their fu.
ther neacly lifeness, torn in a shocking wman.
ner, and cauld anly lovk, but uaable to speak
the last adreu !

ave recovering from their wounds, and are not

considered dangerous.

Yours respectfully, . _
. IAS RICHMOND,

Livonia, 22d Iuly, 1818,

P. S, Mr. Beaty was 55 years of age, and

bis.Joss. . Lo

Extract of a letter dated St, Clairsville, July 19,
“One of the most destructive rains that
ever visited. this country, fell in the soutliern
part of Belmont county, on Friday evening the
17th inst. The rain fell in torrents for about
four hours—A> ;Mahan’s creek, and Capitena,
were swoln beyond all former knowledge.
The crops on the low ground were in many
places wholly destroved, and several hiouses
and barns sweptaway, But the most ‘melan-
choly cvent was the death of mujor John Har-
testy, his wife and four children—2Me. Hartes-
ty lived near the creek about five miles from
St Clairsville. His house was undermined
by the water ahoat dark on Friday evening
and suddenly upset, 1limself, his “wike, and
four small children, all perished. The body
of Mr, Hartesty was found buried in sand
about two miles below in a corn field. Mrs.
Hartesty and two of the children were found

voungest child have not yet been found. The
four bodies were interred in one gruve on Sun-
duy last, and were attended to their honse of
ciay by a vast concourse of people whom this
sflecting scene of desolation had brought to-
gether.  The house was dashed instantly to
pieces and carried off. No two sticks of the
tiniber that composed it, were found together.
. Mr.and Mers. Hartesty were youug people
just setting out in life, and were much respec-
ted for their good dispositions and industrious

mly meal every day.  We had but ence in the
vhole year (the dav of the circumcisian of the

lett to the teason, conviction and conscience of

1n pasying this act, corresponded wijth its title,

childrenof the tribe) asmall piece of meat,

within about forty rods of the father and
mother’s residence of Mr. Hartesty, We

bave not heard thatany otner lives were lost. ?

them ; nor .

daughter, in alttempting to rise and assist hep -

gon
F’s daughter was thrown out, and her head -

I am happy to state that his two a_lauglitf.n A

has left 2 wife and numerous family to bewsil

about a mile down the creek—the second and -

habits ; and this awful eatastrophe took place
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