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TO

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

Thc E_a,dy Wcoumcfs

- Mapawm,

A  Volumeof Sermons, will,
[ 1fear, be thought fo
unfafhmmbie a Pre-
fcnt to a Lady of the firft
Rank and Tafte inthe Great

a2 and




DEDICATION.

and Polite World, that I fhall
want all your Ladyﬂnps In-

tereft with your own Sex, and
- Authority over ours, to p]ead
my Excule, not only with the
unthmkmg part of Mankmd '
who Ulory in their thame, in
contemning Religion , as too
low and mean a Syﬁem of
Princisles, to be embracd by
the Men of Wit and Rea-
{on ; but alfo with the Wile
and Good too, who dive fo far
into the corrupt Mode of this
licentious Age, as-to be afraid
of betng caughtina plous A&,
and- atham'd” of their Glory
Ihe Former will cenfure me
for, prophanm the latter for
encumbring mth {o Vulgar-
a,nd ufelefs 4 Book, your La-

dyihip’s
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dythip’s Clofet; a place, facred
to Elegance, Wit,Good Sence,
and Good Breedmﬂ to which,
let me add, to Devotlon too,
and the beautiful Scene will
be compleatly furnifh’'d with
every thing that is polite, a-
‘O‘Ieeable and ufeful. Forthe
Delwhts the Traniports of
Prayer Medltatlon and Reli-
giousRetirement,are too high,
rational, angehcal and divine,
not to be Your Pleafures;
Your [.adyihip 1s too know-
ing and polite, as well as too
good and prous, not to enjoy
as much of Heaven as you can

in this World, the Abode of
Sin and Uneaﬁnefs But the
gay World are as much mifta-
ken 1n their Notions of Ele-

a 3 gance,
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oance, when they prefer the
life of a Brute, to that ofan
Angel; asin thofe of Pleafure,
when they are wicked for 1ts
{ake,and go to Hell to enjoy 1t.
And why thould a Loverof
God be the only one that 1s
atham’d to own his Aflection,
and to talk of, and converle
with, the Delightof his Heart?
Your Ladythip has both De-
votion and Courage enough
to proclaim the Praifes of Him
who grveth you all things richly to
enyoy, and to acknowledge, 2bat
youy Commumnication is m the Law
of the moff High. You elteem
it as much Your Perfection
and Happinefs, as your Duty,
to be juft, charitable, and pi-
ous ; andare fo far from think-
D | . ing
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1ng Books of Divinity too dull
and inelegant Furniture ; to
be {een 1 m the Apartment of
Flegance it {elf, a fair Lady's
Gofet that Tzlloz‘fm and Scorz
have the honour of entertain-
ing you at all hours; and the
high anﬂeO‘e ot being plac'd
on the fame helf wuh Pope
and Prior.

Itmay feem ﬁrange, mdeed
that, when Know}edoe the
Lw‘ht of the Mind, is a.rrwdl
atits Meridian Gl ory; Piety,
1ts moft refin’'d Entertainment
here, and 1ts Heaven hereal-
ter,thould languifh,and droop,
and be almoit loft 1n that
Cloud of [rreligion, Infidelity,

and Profanels, whlch has over-

{pread the whole Brittith Hori-

Z011.
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zon. But if they who are plac'd,
hke Stars, 1n our Firmament,
dart nothmg but mahO'naﬁt
Influences, what wonder 1S 1,
if an umverfal Peftilence, and
Corruption of Prmaples and
Manners enfues? ff the Light
that be inus be Darkuefs , how
great 1 that Darkuefs? -- Were
it not for your Ladythip, and
iome tew fuch burning and
thining Lights, we ﬂlould
doubtlefs, be fwallow’d up in
the Abyfs of eternal Darknels.
Your ladyfhip is {o far
from g Vmg into thofe fathion-
able Opinions, which nfpire
our Youth with the falfeft ide-
as of Honour and Greatnels,
and make them cherith thofe
Lufts and Paiﬁons which it 1s
- Uiz Jboth
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both therr Duty and Happr-

nefs to {ubdue and regulate;
that you view with Contempt
the Incenfe that is offer'd to
the rich and fortunate; and
the Glories that {urround the
Heads of Princes, who are ho-
nour'das Gods, when they of-
ten are, in themielves, the
meanelt of Mortals. Ambiti-
on, a Temptanon to ¢ Adam 1n
Pdmdlfe againit which per-
fedt Ennocence it {elf was not
proof, has not Greatnels e-
nough to touch your Soul;

WhICh defpifes the Allurements
of Wealth and Power, asglit-
tering Trifles, and fplendld
Encumbrances; and turns her
Eyes and Admuatlon trom
Kings and Hﬂoes to Saints,

A poﬁzles
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Apoftles, Confeflors, and Mar-

tyrs; who overcame the World
and 7hemfelves , and were
therefore muore than Conguerors.
Thefe are, in your Ladythips
Opinion, the brighte{t Chara-
¢ersin Life, thePerlons who
do Honour to human Nature,
and make the moft thining Fi-
“guresin Story.

Buttis the Devils Artifice,
to blackenReligion,and throw
a dark Cloud of Contempt o-
verit; thatithecannot extin-
outth 1ts vital Heat, 1n the
hearts of fome few, who make
it their Glory and Crown of
rejoycing ; he may, at leaft, {t1-

fle its Light , and hinder 1t
trom thining. Andhis Policy
has had the defir'd {uccels n

~ this
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this Age of Profanels; for the
whoie Chriftian Inftitution 1s
at prefent {o much defpisd and
iaugl 1d at, as a lett ot old, pri-
mitive, fuperannuated V cr-
tues: and it 1s thought io
precife and 1llbred to trou-
ble our {elves or others with
the leaft Concern for our ever-
lafting {alvation; that a fine
‘Gentleman, with lefs peril of
Contempt, might be feen in
the moftantiquated drels, than
with a fenle of Religion in his
heart or mouth, 1n a polite, I
had almoft faid, a religious
Aflembly. For Piety, alafs,
is. almoft turn’d out of her
ownHoule,the Houle of Pray-
er;Curiofity,indeed,may {ome-
times happen to bring the gay
- and
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and polite thither; but like
the mquilitive fews, they come
t0 Jefus, only, that they may Jee
Lazarus :and think 1t too hea-
vy an Impofitton and Yoke to
have eternal Felicity obtrud-
ed upon them, on the happy
Terms, of indulging them-
{elves in the moft refin'd Intel-
le¢tual Entertainments, which
can be enjoy'd on this fide
Heaven ; which will purife,
exalt,and delight the Soul thro
all Eternity.

And 1s this the Age which
pretends to have carryd 1ts
Plealures higher than any be-
fore 1t? Is an Acquaintance
with the beft and greateft of
Beings, the Author ofall we
have, or hope to enjoy, by

Prayer
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Prayer and Meditation, in the
Clofet and at the Altar, {fuch
a Friendthip as Man thould
reject, when (God 1s pleas'd to
offer 1t tohim; or when i1t is

enterd 1nto, and embracd, be
afham'd of ? Is not Religi-

on the nobleft Object of our
Thoughts , the everlafting
Concern of our Lives, the
{ole Endfor which we came 1n-
to the World, and the Perfe-
¢tion and Happinels of human
Nature? Andifhall we defpife
its Light tor fhining? For il-
luminating this dark and be-
nighted Age, and refle¢ting
Glory on the God of Heaven?
Mutt 1t burn like a Lampun-
der ground, where none can
be warm'd by 1ts heat, or ad-

mire
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mire 1s Lultre? For God’s
{ake, Madam, exert your {elf]
and refcue the Age from that
meannefs of {pirit into which
it1s funk. Introduce the Plea-
fures of Devotion into the re-
tind Entertainments of the
Clofet; periwade the fair and
the young to tafte and experi-
ence how great a Good God
153 the vain and ambitious to
alpire atter Crowns of Immor-
tality and Glory; andthe po-
lite and elegant to relith the
only pure and unmixt Plea-
fures of Religion and Ver-

tue ; which fill the Heart, and
fatisty the Soul, while Earth-

ly Delights only {mile in the
Countenance, and pleafe the
Fancy; which will improveup-

on
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on the Tafte, and grow ftill

oreater throughout an ever-
lafting hnjoyment of them:

and they will all thank you
from their Souls for opening a
new World to them; as d1-=~
ftinét and different in 1ts
Views, Purfuits, Entertain-
ments and Bufinels, from That
which the profane and wick-
ed live 1n,as this Earth 1s from
Heaven, or the life of a Brute
from that of an Angel; a Pa-
radife of pure ipiritual De-
lights,ariling from an holy,en-
highten'd Mmd and the Fa-
vour and Fmendﬂnp of Him
whole Prelence conftitutes
Heaven : which, by making
this World the Abode of Ho-
linefs, would make it alfo, in a

lower
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~ Iowet degree, the Region of

Blifs and Glory’
And if they who have oblig'd

the World with the Difcove-
ty of Arts and Sciences, and
thie Secrets of Nature, have
always recetvd our Thanks
and Pratfes; how much more
juftly will yaur Ladythip be
eﬁeem daBenefactreds to Man-
kind, thould you point otit an
Heaven upon Earth to them?
as much unknown to the Men
of this World, as that they are
taught to expe&t hereafter
for none can conceive the
Pleafures which attend a Reli-
gious Life, butthofe who live
it. I there 25 oy in Heaven over
one finner thar vepenteth , what
Triumphs of Holy Exultation
" muft
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muft  fill: thofe blifsful Regi-
ons, -Thould your Ladythip be
{o happy astoreftore Religion
toits former Repute,andbring
intothefathionable En tertain-
ments of the Age, which {eems
to- be at len@th almoft -a-
tham'd of the hcentlous Excefa
{es of Ma.fquerades and wea-

aaaaa

ried with the mnlipid, eternal
Flutter of Ballsand Affemblies,
a new, Sett of Rational Plea-
{ures, thei Delights.of Angels,
andSaints inGlory. OneRay
of which Glory would eclipfe,
and .almolt annihilate all our
‘Va,m Jdeas of Human Gran-
eur. Taught by You,the Fair,
who Glitter here for a day,
will thine in the Court of Hea-
veny, in 1mmortal Youth and
- b ever
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ever blooming Beauty; the

oreat and ambltlous will reign
with Chrift; and the gay and
voluptuous enjoy: thofe De-
lights which God has: prepar'd
for them Who love him’; whofe
leadt pralfe it1s, that they are
mconcewably great- and- glo-
riovs. Millions of Sou}s would
crowd to overtake; 01' accom-
pany You, Madam, 107 your
way to Heaven, would s you but
perfuade sthem! wx.th all: that
Beauty of Addrefs, and- Hap:
pinefs of Expreﬂion of which
you are Muftrels; to follow
You, and be happy - wotld
you but open the bright and
t1anfp0rt1nO‘ Scene of your
own pious and beneficent Life

to them which, amidft all the
Allure-
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Allurements of Bitth; Beautv,
Riches, and Greatnefs, 15 en-
tirely devoted to the fervice of
God, and the Godlike Em-
plovment of doing good, and
throughout eveiy houl every
minute engag'd, in a 1‘6110‘1-
ous, ufeful of innocent .EL
tertalnment '

~Andby reformm o the Taﬁe
of this corrupt AO‘e, you will
do Honour, as-He accounts it,
to-God Hlmfelf render Hlm
lovely and - amiable in the
ﬁght of Mankind; fix his Emc
pire 1n their hearts and bear
up the {inking F oundatlons
of the Moral and Chriftian
World. The Countenance, Au-
thority, Encouragement and
Influence of your Ladythips

b2 Exam-
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Example; the moft amiable,
and therefore, the moit power-
ful Recommendation of Relt-
oion and Vertue, will {o warm
us with its Heat, and Dazle
our eyes with its Brightnels,
that 1t will enflame the Hearts
of all who. behold 1t, with the
Love of Godand his: Truth.
And there would be but {mall
occafion: for dead Rules, and
unanimated Precepts of Mora-
lity and Goodriels, were every
part of the World enlightend
by fucha living {yftem of Ver-
tue, as thatSphere is, where-
10 yOu Move. - .
-Your Ladythip has too great
a- Soul to afpire after lower
Accomplithments than thole
that will make you hapEy, and

areat,
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great, and honourable for-e-
ver ; which will ennoble You
in Heavenas well as on Farth,

and render You famous in the
Annalsof Time and Eternity.
You lookdown withContempt
on the thort tranfient blaze
of Earthly Splendor ; and glo-
1y more in the humble Cha--

ratter,and Term of Reproach,

as 1t 1s.commonly efteem’d, of
a Good Woman, than in bemg
celebrated and admir'd as the
moft - accomplif’'d Perfon of
your dex, and the Age you live
in. Firmnels, Conftancy, and
Greatnefs of Mind, and a Ma-
jeftickSweetnefs of Behaviour,

are the Ornaments you af-
fect, and are always cloath'd

Wlth and every Word, every
b 3 Aéion
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A&ion of Your Life 1s not on-
ly attended with Innocence
and Sincerity , but-allo with
Grzcefulnels and Beauty. Yo
open-your Month with Hifdom
and m your Tongue # the Law
of Kindnefs. Thofe Hereditary
‘Vertues in the Digchy Family,of
Piety,Integrity, Affability,and
Beneficence, like-Jewels, fet
in Gold, adorn your Mind, en-
rich'd and heighten'd with alt
the Charms of Politenels, Wit,
the moft perfet Good Senfe,
and the fineft Breeding., Chri-
fhanity her felf fits.1n Tri-
umph, asit were, 1n {o/bright
a Soul, with all the Paflionsin
{ubjeétion to Her, and all the
Graces attending upon Her;
and -cannot, one would think;,

- . but
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but warm this frozen and. be-
numd Age, mto a jult Love
and ' Admiration of that Beauty
of Holinefs , which has reign’d
over the Hearts of the wile
and good for {o many Ages,

and filld Heaven with her
Saints, and the Earth with her
Glory. - Which, notwithitand-
ing the inveterate Malice of
the Fews, the Pride and Scorn
of the Pagan Philolophy, the
Fury and Revenge of the De-
vil, and the almolt continu'd
Attempts, from her firlt fet-
ting out to enlighten Man-
kind, and guide then‘ ftepsin
the way to Heaven, of all the
Power,andGr eatnefs and Wit,
and Learning of This World
to undermine and deitroy her

Truth,
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Truth, and fully her Vertue,
has. ﬂ‘lone above feventeen
hundred years without Spot
or' Blemith. . Whofe Truths
carry the fame 1rrefiftible
~ Force and Authority with
them , which they had, when
they came firft” out of the

mouth of God Incarnate, and
will triumph over and defeat

Infidelity and Atherim, till
Faith fhall be {fwallow'd up in
Vifion s whofe diftantRewards
wﬂldelwht the Soul, t1ll Hope
fhall be loft in Enjoyment.
W hatfoever things are honeft, and
7ifl, andtrue, are to be found
in Her Doctrines; what/foever
z‘hzngy are lovely and of good 7e-
port, fhine forth 1n Her Words
and Actions: Length of days s

- 08
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i ber vight hand, and i ber left
viches and bonowr : Her ways are
ways of Pleafantnefs, and all her
paths are Peace. And tho’ 1n this
Age of Vanityand Folly, She
feems to be banifhd ﬁom
Courts and Palaces, and 1o
coldly recervd in Churches,
that like her great Lord, fhe
can {carce finda place onEarth
where to lay her head ; yet the
day will come when Heaven
thall openitseverlafting doors,
and the God of Heaven hlS
Arms to embrace, and re-
cetve Her 1nto His own Glo-
1y; and the whole Rational
Creation applaud Her as the
Author of their Peace and
foy; of {uch Peace of Mind, as
this world cannot give them,

and
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and of Joy unfpeakable, and
tull of Glory : When the l{mg
of the Earth, who, at prefent,
are apt. to think themfelves
too great, the learned and
polite , who are too wile
and knowmg, and: the 0‘iddy'
and young, who could never
find lerfure to think at all of
_ what they mudt do,  to be{av'd
by Her, fhall-bow down be-
fore Hér, and confefs with
_Shame and Confuﬁdn of Face,

that Her Throne 1s 1n the Bo-
{fom of the moft High;  her
Voice the Harmony of Hea-
ven and Farth; her Words

the Language of Truth and
Reafon : her Laws, the Glo-

ryﬂ Perfe&mﬁ,and H apptnefs
of Men, and Angels, and God
| -Hlm-
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Him{elf; and that one Day
{pent i her Courts yeilds
more real and folid Delight,

than a whole Age of gay, flut-
tering , mﬁpld Farthly Plea-

fures

I am, Madam,
Your Ladyfhips moft obligd,

moft humble,

and moft Obedient Servant:

Dicey CoOTEs,
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1 CoRr. X1V, 12,

Even [6 ye, forafmuch as ye ave 2eal-
ous of Spirtinal Gifts, Jeck that ye

may exce’l fo the edifying of the
C/mrcb

—~, UR Saviour beimng about to aicend
B into Heaven, and take Pofleflion of
i/ his Mediatorial Kingdom, {uppérts
the drooping Spirits of his Difciples
with an Aflurance, t that hewould fend a Com-
forter to them, to pr oteck and aflift them with

- Serm. IV Al-
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Divinity of it; 0 that they who ftood out

The Nature and Fxcellency

Almighty Power, and enlighten their Minds
with his Infinite Wifdom and Knowledge. Ac-

cordingly, on this day, the day of Pentecoff, the
Holy Ghoft came from Heaven, and gave them
fuch a meafure of the Divine Afliftance, as |
enabled them to overthrow the Prince of -
Darknefs, and bring Mergyfrom the Power of
Satan unto ‘God. They convinc'd the Greeks,
by undeniable Arguments, of the Truth of
their Doé’crme, the Jews, by Miracles, of the

againft the Demonftrations of Reafon, were |
torcd to yeild to the Convictions of Senfe,
and the over-bearing Arguments of Signs and
Wonders. Thus by caufing the glorious Light
of the Gofpel to fhine, they d1fperft that cloud .
of Ignorance and Errour, which had over- :
fpread the face of the whole Earth, and |
open'd the Eyes of Mankind to behold the j
Wondrous Things of God's Law.” In a word, |
{o great was the-fuccefs of their Miniftry, o
mightily in a fhort time grew the Word of God °
and prevadl d, that the {wittnefs of 1ts Progrefs, :
againtt all the Oppofition which-the Lufts of *
Men, and Malice of Hell could raife againft ?
it, was a new proof that it was from God, .
and therefore nothing could overthrowit.
And as the Holy Spirit of God refided 1 in

an extraordinary and miraculous ‘manner in
.the Hearts of the Apoftles, {o he has promisd
to. youchfafe his ordinary Prefence and Af.
fitance with their Succeffors, the Bifhops and:
_Paf’cors of the Church, to enable them to Act.

s
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as Ambaffadours of Chrift,” and finith the glo-
rious work, which the Apof’cles undertook, of
converting all Nations.w To this: end he has
promisd not to withdraw himfelf from them,
till the great deﬁgn he came about, the San-
ctification of Mankind, a Blefling, as necef-
{ary as that of our Redemptlon, 15 wholly ac-
complilh'd. .Heaven indeed i1s the immediate
H*lbltauon of his Glory, but the Heaven of
Heavens cannot contain his Power; for in the
dlfchatge of our Miniftry, in all our endea-
vours.to root out Impiety, and. plant good
Thoughts in the minds of Men, /o, be 2 with Mach
s alway.r, even unto the end of the World. Ehai
~ Not but that the Holy Spiritis in like man-
ner prefent in the Heart of every good and
fincere Chriftian, to enlighten his Undet-
ftanding, excite his Will, and ftrengthen his
Endeavours in the purﬁnt of Vertue. Buta
larger fhare of: the Divine Afliftance is ufually
conferr'd by the Bounty of Heaven, which
| dlﬁrlbutes to every Man as much as he needeth,
on thofe who are fet. apart to edify and. in-
ftruct the Church of God, and prefent her to
Chrift without fpot.or. blem1ﬂ1 that by their
{uperiour attainments in: Wlfdom and Vertue,
they may fo adorn: the Dauglter of Sion, as
to make her the. Perfettion 0f Becm% and the
Foy of the whole: Earth

| Yet as in the Heavens one Star dgﬁrs from
another. Star in Glory, {o the Minifters of the -
Goipel who are the nghts of the Woﬂd, are
efteem’d, in proportion as they are more or

lefs
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lefs inftrimental, in promoting the only end
and defign of their Fundtion, the Salvation
of Mankind. And thofe gifts which qualify
them to turn many to Righteoulnefs, are faid
to make them fhine like Stars in the Firma-
ment, and ought to be preferrd before the
hlghe{’c Perfections, which make them wife
for themielves, but whofe narrow Influence
extends no farther than their own {phere of
Adtion.  For'tis more glorious to convert a
-Sinner from the Errour of his ways, and to
fave 2 Soul from Death, thdn to be skill'd in
- all the Arts of Divine and Human Learning.
- And therefore St Paul, who underfiood all
Myfteties, and was able upon Occafi 1on to con-
tronl and countermand the Courle of Nature,
valued none of thele Perfections, but as they
were ufeful to himin the work of the Miniftry,
and defir'd to to know nothing- but Chriff Fefus,
And ds he éxhotts the: Cormthians to covet
earneftly'the moft excellent gifts, particulatly
to feek“the gift of Prophecy before that of
: cor. xiv. Tontgues, ‘becande ke that [peaketh in an unknotvr
% Tongue, fpeaketh not unto-Men, but unto God; for
1o’ Man underftandeth him. But be that propbe-
Eyetb , [peaketh unto Men to Edification, and Ey-
ortation, and Comfort, - Even fo ye, ﬁmfmucb
as-in this Seat of Learning and Vertue, ye are
Realous of Spiritual gifts, [eck that ye may excel
to the edzfjrmg of the Church. -

- Which words, tho they'relate to-thofe M-
raculous gifts which nourifh’d and bmught up
the Church in her Infancy, may not 1Mpro-

»  perly
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perly be apply'd to thofe ordinary Graces,

which are ftill neceffary for her Ple{ervatlon
and Defence, even when Kings are become ber
Nurfing Fathers, and Queens her Nurfing Mothers.

For tho the Chutch is now in a fiourithing
Condition, and the Hedges of this Vineyard
of God are planted, yet if the Labourers are
not enabled by the Divine Affiftance, to water
the Plants, and prune the Branches, and fence
it round with Order and Difcipline, -all #héy
that go by will pluck off her Grapes,- the wild Boar
out of the Wood will voot 1t upy and tbﬁ wzld Bea_[f
of the Freld devourzt, * ;
~ In my Difcouife ther efme upon’ thefe
words, as- they are apply'd to the: Ordinary

Operations of the Holy Ghoﬁ upon the Hearts
of Men, I ﬂlall

~ Firft, Difting uifh betwn{t the Glﬁ:s of
"*Nature, and thofe of Grace, and thew which
are properly and ftrictly call d the Glﬁzs of

- the Spurit.
- Secondly, 1 fhall lay before you the Na—
- ture and Excellency of thofe Spiritual
Gifts, which not only make Men'wile unto
their own Salvation, but enable them to
promote the Eternal Welfale and Happx-
fiefs of others.

Thirdly, 1 thall thew by What means they
are to be attain'd, and what Quahfications:
are neceflary‘to prepare oir Hearts fo1 the
'Receptxon of them | ‘

Fourthly,

75
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Fourthly,and Laftly, 1 ihall give {ome Di-

. rections how to employ them, according to

~ the Intentions of the Donor, in the Edifi-

cation and Inftrution of the Church of
God. |

Forft then, T.am to diftingmilh betwixt the
Gitts of Nature and thofe of Grace, and thew
which are properly and ftrictly call d the Gifts
of the Spuit... ¢
By the Gufts of Nature I mean thofe Endow-
ments of Body and Mind, which. God, who-is
the Author of Nature as well as of Grace, con-
fers upon Men, to adorn them as Men; by the
Gifts of Grace, thofe Religious Accomplifh-
ments, which make them perfect, as Chriftians.
Of the firft kind are Health, and Strength, and
Beauty of Body, a clear Underftanding, a re-
tentive Memory, and a folid Judgment; and
the external advantages. of Wealth and Ho-
nour, which are ufually fil'd, the Goods of
Fortune. Thefe are the Bleffings:which ad-
vance Human. Nature, conftderd mn it {elf,
to the higheft Perfection it is capable of; - but
the Graces of the Spirit,-as they take in out
Relation and Dependence upon God, advance
Human Nature above 1t {elf, and make us Par-
takers of the Divine Nature. And therefore
tho God 15 the ultimate Caufe. of all our
Actions, as he gives us Life, the only Prin-
ciple of Acting, and by his continual Provi-
dence {npports us in it; yet in fome meafure
he may be faid to leave us to our felves in the

“ nur-
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purluit and Acquifition of the Giftsof Nature;
fince he ufually {ufters the advancement of our
Fortune, and the improvement of our Minds,
to be the juft Confequence and reward of‘our
own Induftry and Application. But his imme-
diate Concurrence 1s {o ablolutely neceflary
to the producing all good and moral Actions,
that unlefs He puts into our Minds good
Thoughts and Defires, and brings them forth
into Actions; unlefs he not only affifts, but,
as 1t were, takes us by the hand, and leads us
to Heaven with an out ftretch’'d Arm, we fhall
never advance one ftep towards it our felves,
but muft naturally and unavoidably fink into
Hell,. the Centre of Wickednefs. And there-
fore all good Thoughts, and Words, and
Actions, of what kind foever, are ftriétly and
properly call'd the Gifts of the Spirit; and the
moft private Motions and Suggeftions to
Goodnefs, which whilper in our ears, #hs &
the way, walk ye in 1t, are as much the voice
of God, {peaking in our hearts, as the awaken-
ing calls of the Minifters of the Golpel, when,
in bis name, and with his words, they befeech
men to be reconcild to God. |

I am m the Second place to lay before you
the Nature and Excellency of thofe Spiritual
Gifts, which not only make men wife unto
their own Salvation, but enable them to pro-
mote the eternal Welfare and Happinefs of
others.

The

e
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- The Gifts, .which the Holy Spirit confers
upon men; are of two forts, The Graces of
Santlsfication, which regard our {elves, and the
Graces of Edificatzon,which were givenus chiefly
that we may do good to othérs with them. Of
the firfk kind are, the three Evangelical Graces,
‘Faith, Hope, and Charity, and the Vertues of
Piety, Juftice and Temperance, which are in-
difpeniably neceffary in every Chnftian. And
tho' thefe ar¢ {ufhcient for our own Salvation,
‘their {phere’ of A¢tmg 1. narvow, and their
‘Influence extends no further than our own
private, ftation:- But the Gifts of Edification,
-which put a -man mto a Capacity of béing
Beneficial to others, are Courage to {fupport,
‘and Abdities to plead the -,-Céuai{% of Religion,
‘which has {uffer'd as much from the weakDe-
- fence of its Friends, -as the Attacksof'its Ene-
mies. Torebike Vice in’ Authority, and ftem
the Torrent of profperous Wickednefs, to ftop
‘the Mouth of the Gainfayer and- the Infidel,
and convince the Unbeliever of the Truthiof
the Golpel, reqaires {o great a fhare of Know-
ledge to inftruct, of Prudence to manage, and
of Courage to fupport our felves, in'the dif-
charge of our Function, that we may fay with
the Apoftle, Who s fufficient for-thefe things?
none certainly, but He, who is a perfect man
i Choift, throughly furmfb'd and wnfiruéted - in

every good work, . U o
And therefore when the Holy Ghoft {ets
apart any Man for this high Employment, he
ylually confers upon him all thofe Natural and
In-
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IntelleGual Endowments, which are able to
build him up unte the meafure of the flature of the
fulnefs of Chrsft, He endues him with firength;
of Reafon and Eloquence, that he may bafle
the Arguments of the {ubtle Opponent, and
put to filence the Cavils of unrealonable Men,
And makes the Word of God a two-edged
Sword 1n his Mouth, with which he. pierces
the Thoughts of Men, and divides thé Sinner
from his moft {ecret fins; and puts the Un-
believer, who only faid wn his Heart, there is
no God, to an open thame. It would take up

too much time to enumerate all the ‘Gifts of

Edification, which are chiefly confert’d on the
Minifters of the Golpel, to enable them to
execute their Tmportant Truft; but.in gene-
ral they may be reduc'd and comprehended
under thefe three, Zeal, Wildom, and Inte-
grity, - |

- By Zeal 1s meant {uch a {olid, Spiritual, ope-
rative Defire to promote the Glory of God
and the Salvation of Souls, as is not {o much
a fingle Grace and Vertue of it felf, as a gra-
cious difpofition of the Soul, fitting and pre-
paring it for the reception and improvement
of all other Vertues, Which elevates our Love,
raifes our Hope, and advances our Faith, to
the higheft degrees of Religious Perfection.
Which may be felt in the longings of pious
Defires, difcern'd in the warmth of devout
Undertakings, but can't be fo eafily defcrib’d
is known and underftood by us. In a word,
vhich is {o neceffary a Perfetion i a Chri-

{tian,
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ftian, that the Apoftie does not exhort; but
{uppole, the Corznthians, to be adornd with1t.
Even [o ye, forafmuch as ye are Zealous of Spiri-
tnal Gifts, that 1s, forafmuch as ye are alive
in Chrift, and have a vital Principle of Reli-

gion 1n your Hearts, exciting and ftirring you.

on to pious Actions, feek'that ye may excel to
the edifying of the Church, For true Zeal when
it proceeds from Knowledge, and 1s govern'd

by 1t, when 1t is no nregular heat and fit'of

Religion, but a conftant well order'd Inclina-
tion of the Mind towards Heaven and Hea-

venly Objeéts, fwaying the whole Soul, and

filling it with all manner of pious Intentions,

renders our Religion active and vigorous, and
keeps up fich a juft fenfe and awe of God

upon our Minds, as will reform our diforders,

inflame our Affec¢tions, and make a Man

fet himfelt with Chearfulnefls and Refolution

to do and {uffer God's Will; and a&, not by
chance or by ends, but by a fixt and {ettled

Principle of promoting the glory of God, and

the good of Mankind. -
2dly, The Man of God muft be al{o adorn'd

with {uch an eminent thare of Knowledge and

Prudence, that none may be able to refift the
Wildom with which he {peaks. ‘We live in a

_learned and incredulous Age, and therefore

Zeal 1n the Heart, without a proportionable
degree of cool Reafon in the Head to direct

-~ 1ts Motions, will gain no Converts to Religion;

for tho the Affections are to be enflam'd by

warmth of Expreflion, the Undegftanding 1
| | Fo
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to be convinc'd by the words of Sobernefs and
Truth. By Wildom I mean, that true, {aving,
Evangelical Wildom, which makes us w2 unto
Salvation, and confifts in a Practical and Spe-
culative-‘Knowledge of Chrift, with an Art of
applying 1t {o, as to make 1t ufeful for Re-
proof, for Exhortation, for Inftruction, and
all the different methods of Religious Im-
provement. Not but that a competent skill
i other Sciences 15 neceflary, to enable us ta
fight the Lords Battels {uccefsfully, that when
we have confuted cur Adverf{aries with Argu-
ments drawn from the Word of God, we may
convince them that Reafon is alfo on our fide,
and bafle them in the Arts of Human Learn-
Ing.
ggd[y, Integrity 1s another Gift ablolutely
neceflary in the Minifters of the Golpel, to
add weight to their Advice, and edge to their
Reproofs, and fix in their Minds a lafting Prin-
ciple of Holinefs and Vertue. By Integrity 1s
meant {uch a conftant, fincere and univerfal
regard to all the parts of our Duty, asmakes .
our Life all uniform and compaét, and hin-
ders us from turning either to the right hand,
or to the left, out of the direct road that leads
to eternal Felicity. For the way to Heaven
1s ftreight and open, and #be Integrity of the
Upright will guide him an 1t. He who governs
himfelf by the Immutable Principles of Ho-
nour and Confcience, has a {ure, and fixt,
and unalterable Rule to direct his Actions.
For the Nature of Vertue, and our Obliga-
Serm. 1V, 12 L1018
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tions to practice 1t, can never be altered by |
external Occurrences. Let the World {mile
or frown, the Man of Integrity keeps on the
fame Courle, and no profpect of Advantage,
no fear of Suffering, can divert him fromit.
Whereas he who changes his Religion with
his Intereft, and s ruled by the meafures of |
Worldly Policy, 15 as variable and uncertain,
as the Wind or Weather, in all his A¢tions.
Having thus laid before you the Nature and
Excellency of thofe Spiritual Gifts which
enable us to excel to the edifying of the
Church, T {hall, |

Thirdly, Endeavour to fhew, by what means
they are to be obtain'd, and what Qualifica-
tions are neceffary to prepare our Hearts for
the Reception of them. And

1/}, We are to undérftand that thefe Graces
are not to be obtaind but by frequent Impor-
tunities, by holy firugeles and wrefthings with
God, and a due preparation of the Soul, to
receive, improve; and make them our own, by
Prayer, Induftry, and Meditation.

- Prayer 15 the firft and greateft Inftrument,

by which all kind of Spiritual Gifts, and the

Holy Spirit himfelf, the Authot of them, is

john xiv. convey d to us. [ will pray my Father, {ays our
% - Saviour, and he fball give you another Comforter,
that he may abide with you for ever, And if Mo-

fes {pent forty days and forty nights in the
Mount, 1 Fafting and Prayer, to enable him

to converle with God and live ; What facred
»  Dici-
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Difcipline, what Religious Retirement, 1s {uf-
ficient to form an Evangelical Preacher, and
:make his Heart a fit Temple for the Holy Spi-
rit to dwell in? Are we fet over Kingdoms, as j+. vz,
the Prophet defcribes our high Employment,
to pull down, and deftroy all Vice and Impiety,
and zo plant, and eftablifh all Vertue in its
ftead? and can any Power lefs than that which
is Almighty enable us to overthrow the Em-
pire of Sin and Satan, and {upport the Digni-
ty of {o exalted a Function? If we are {o vain
as to attempt with our own ftrength to en-
counter all the Powers of Darknels, how mi-
{erably ihall we be deceivd n the day of
Battle? but if by humble Devotion, we exn-
gage the Affiftance of Heaven on our fide,
thofe Spiritual Arms of undaunted Zeal, pro-
found Wiidom, and unbiafs'd Integrity, will
make us more than Conguerours. Since there-
fore all our {trength and fufliciency is from
God, let us caft our {elves down at the Throne
of Grace, and beg that God would give us
the Power to perform what he 1s pleasd to
command, and then command what 1n his in-
finite Wildom and Goodnefs he fhall think fit.
- 2dly, As oar Endeavours without Prayer
are prefumptuous, {o Prayer without the Con-
catrence of our own Endeavours will avail us
nothing. For we mult not expect to receive
Spiritual Gifts, as m the Infancy of the
Church, by immediate Infufion and Infpua-
tion from Heaven: that Manna was for the
Wildernefs, but now the Church 1s mn Poflel-
F 2 {ion
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fion of the Land of Canaan, eftablifh'd by Laws,

and protected by Authority, we muft plow,
and {fow, and reap the Fruits of our own In-
duftry and Application. Thus if any Man de-
fires the gift of Wifdom, let him ask of God,

and {earch for it, with unwearied Care and

- Diligence, in that noble Repofitory of Di-

vine Wifdom, the Word of God, as for a hid
Trealure,and by the Afliftance of Heaven, en-
lightning his Mind in the ufe of proper means,
he may 1n progrefs of time expeét to find it.

In like manner, unlefs we endeavour to cul- |
tivate and improve the gift of Integrity, by a |
conftant ftrugle with our Lufts and Paflions;
and the gift of Zeal by a thorough -Under- .

ftanding of the Caufe we are engag'd in; our
Integrity will yield to the next Temptation,

and our Zeal will degenerate into an ungo- -
-vernd heat, or Religious Madnefs.

- 3dly, 'Tho by Prayer and our own Induftry
and Application, all Spiritual Nourilhment 15
convey d into our Souls, ‘tis Meditation and
Thinking that muft digeft it there, and make

alxxax 1t uleful to our 1elves or others. While I was
A

muzing, {ays the Plalmift, the fire kindled with-
in me. For Meditation unites our {catterd
Thoughts, and fizes them fo long upon Di-
vine Objects, that at laft they break forth 1nto
a holy Flame, 1nto {uch a fervour of Zeal and
devout Affetions, as can warm the coldeft
Thoughts and Inchinations of others. Medi-
tation converts all that we hear or read into
our own Thoughts and Conceptions, and his

\ thc
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the only Friend that can introduce us into an
tinate Acquaintance with our own Souls;
which, while we are immerft in the hurry of the
World, are too often hid from our own eyes.
And as this 1s the beft means to improve and
lecure, and alcertain our {elves of our own
Integrity, 1n like manner 1t enables us to find
out the hidden Faults and Corruptions of
others. For Human Nature 18 the fame in us,
and 1n all Men, and he who underftands the
Paflions, and Tempers, and {ecret Failings of
Men, and artfolly applys his Inftructions to
them, with a moderate fhare of other attain-

ments, may turn their Hearts whither{oever
he pleafes.

I proceed now 1n the Fourth and Laft place
to give {fome Directions, how to employ thele
Gifts according to the Intention of the Donor,
m the Edification and Inftruction of the
Church of God. .

And here we muft obferve, that none of
thefe Gifts are perfe@ without the other ; be-
caule Zeal without Wzfdom 1s apt to lead us too
tar ; Wafdom without Zeal, not to advance far
enough, in the defence of Vertue; and both
together have only the Form, and not the Power
of Godlinefs, without Integrzty. And yet each
of them {eems to have a different Task and
Province aflign'd 1t, tho' they all joyn toge-
ther to make up and compleat every ndivi-
dual good Action. Thus ourZeal muft be ern-
ploy d in defending the Church, our Wifdom

E 3 n
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in planting and propagating the Gofpel, and !
we muft caufe our Integrity foto fbine before
Men, that they [feetng our good works, may glorsfy
our Father which 1s wn FHeaven.

1/, Our Zeal may greatly excel to the Edi-.
tying of the Church, when it 1s employ'd in 1
prefervmg her Doctrine and Worlhip, her ;
Difcipline and Ceremonies, pure and undefil'd,
as they were deliver d to us by the Saints, from
the encroachments that have been made upon |
them by the Atheift on the one hand, and by
the Enthufiaft and Schifmatick on the other.

- We live in an Age, in which Infidelity and
Herefy, the one as a declar'd Enemy, the |
otherunder the difguife of a pretended Friend,
have openly attack d, and fecretly undermin’ d
the Church of God. Jefus Chrift, the great
Author and Founder of our Falth 18 by the -
one arraignd and condemnd as an Impof’cor
by the other divefted of his Eternal God- head,
and tho” acknowledg'd to be God's Inftrament
in making the World reducd himfelf to -the

- Condition of a Creature, and worfhipt with

equal Impiety and Abfurdity, as a Created
God. And not-to mention an mnumerable
{fwarm of other Se@s, which daily fpring' up
ke Tares among the Wheat, -and attack
the external parts and outworks of our Re-
higion, its leCIphne and Ceremonies, with
fuccefs and impunity; thefe two Adverfaries
have rais'd their Batteries againft her Do&iine
-and Worfhip, and almoft fhook the Founda-

‘tion on which ﬂle ftands. And therefore fince
75
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it 15 good to be gealoufly affeéled always i a good
thing ; fince Chrift gave Inmfelf for us, that
he might redeem to himfelf a peculzar People Feal-
ous of good works, what nobler Caufe can em-
ploy our Zeal, than-the Prefervation and De-
fence of the Church of God. And now 1sthe
time to exert our Zeal to the Confufion of
her Adverfaries, when fo many hands are
lifted up agamft Her, that if The was not buslt
upon. the foundation of the Prophets and Apoftles,
Fefus Chroft himfelf being the chief Corner Stone,
Jbe could not [tand. But God 15 with her as a
{ure refuge, and therefore defieth fhe all her
Enemzes ; God approves of the Purity of her
Doctrine, - of the Solemnity of her Worfhip,
of the Order and Decency of her Difcipline
and Ceremonies, and becaufe her ways pleafe
the Lord, he will force her Enemies to be at peage
with Her,

2dly, By our Wildom we may edify the
Church, when we rightly deliver the Word of
God in this Sacred place, with that concern
which we ought to have for the Salvation of
Souls, with that Reverence which 1s due to
the Oracles of God.

Would Men {ufhiciently reflect, that 1t 1s1n
God’s name, and 1n his behalf, that they fpeak
from the Pulpit; and that the words they de-
lver, are, or fhould be, the Truths of God;
would they confider that upon the good or 1ll
[necéfs of their Preaching, the everlafting Hap-
puels or Mifery of Mankind 1n a great mea-
Inre depénds; and that their own Souls mulft

| a1-
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anfwer for the Lofs of thofe who are commit-
ted to their care; with what holy Fear and
awful Tremblings would they endeavour to
unfold the facred Obicurity of the Scriptural

Text, and open all the Treafures of Know- -

ledge it conceals? with what Reverence and
Humulity would they prefume to treat of thofe
tremendous Truths which make our Religion
{o auguft and venerable, the Life and Actions,
the Sufferings and Death of an Incarnate God!
He who would reprefent thofe lively Oracles,
as they are in themielves, the Word of God,
and not as the Inventions of Human Reafon,

a_ waquu!ui.*:_i-h.m.hﬁanh:-ﬂ!? ‘.‘fﬂdmuiﬂ.ﬁ.u'ﬂhfﬂﬂﬂm y

muft derive his Thoughts, his Words, and

Conceptions, from thofe Sacred Writings

which have the Holy Spirit for their Author.
It 1s only 1n this Fountain of Chriftian Elo. |

quence, that a Preacher can find thofe magni- .

L
L

ficent Expreflions, which are able to defcribe
the Majerty of our Religion, the Divinity of
its Laws, and the Loftinefs of 1ts Myfteries,
which the Angels defire to look mto. And

what Attention would wait upon the Word of .

God, had we the Art to deliver 1t with that
Majeftick fimplicity, in which 1t 1s wrote. But
when we endeavour to {et 1t off with the Arts
and Refinements of Human Learning, we cor-
rupt and vitiate that Spiritual Manna which
came down from Heaven; and inftead of feed-
ing the Flock with the Bread of Life, mifera-
bly delude their Hunger and Thirft, with vain
Rhetorick and infipid Elegancies; which per-

haps may pleale and amufe their Fancies, but

= never
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never will be able to reform their Lives, and
{ave their Souls.

3dly and Laftly, The Man of God muft not
only preferve his Integrity whole and entire
within him{elf,and take care that lusown heart
thall never reproach him for the lofs of it, but
he muft alfo have a good report of others, and
{pread the Influence of his Example, as far as
his Do¢trine will reach. To be defirous of a
cood Name 1s in private Perfons an indifpen-
{able Duty, but the Minifters of the Goipel
are 1n a peculiar manner obligd by all lau-
dable and virtuous means, to {eek the praife
of Men, as well as the praife of God; that
the Fame of their Integrity may go before
them, and prepare the way for their Advice
and Inftructions. For our Prejudices againft
the Perfon, lead usan{enfibly into a diflike of
his Doétrine; and till thofe obftructions are
removd, tis to be feard his words will only
enter 1nto the Ears, and not pierce, as they
ought to do, into the Hearts of his Hearers.
Wha s there among you that convinces me of Stn? john vit,
{ays our Saviour to the fews ; and becaufe they **
were unable to anfwer this Queftion, he juftly
demands, Jf I fay the Truth, why do ye not be-
lzeve me? He who 15 himlelf a living Example
of the Doérine he teaches, commands the
Attention, and forces his way into the Hearts
of his Audience. The Dignity of his Perfon,
and the unblameablenefs of his Life, add
werght and force to the Holy Oracles of God,
and make them the Power of God unto Solva-

tion.
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t1on. But the moft eloquent Preacher who has
nothing but words to recommend himfelf by,
15 {eldom heard with Applavfe, never with
{uch Succefs, which is the only Applaufe he
ought to covet, as o munsfter Grace to his hear-
ers. It he would enforce, and inculcate, and fet
off lis Eloquence to the beft advantage, he
muft practice himfelf the Vertues which he en-
deavours to plant in others. For notwith-
ftanding all lus attainments in Wifdom and
Knowledge, the Integrity of lus Life, 1s like
the Lock of Sampfon, the only Guft which
makes him a mighty Man in Chrift,. and able
to pull down the ftrong holds of-Satan. With
an inferiour degree of other Perfections, he
may edify and mftruét the Church of God;
but 1f he ever changes his Principles for his
Intereft, and removes the leaft part of his In-
tégrity from him, he lofes all his Strength, and
becomes like other Men. And therefore when we
approach the Throne of Grace, to {eek thofe
Gifts which may énable us to excel to the Edi-

~ tymg of the Church, let us ask for Wifdom,
let us petition for Zeal, but let us earneftly and
importunately befeech the Author of all good
Things, that he would pour into our Hearts,
that moft excellent Gift of Integrity.

- T have rnow done with the Four Heads I
proposd to fpeak to, and fhall {um up what
I have to fay by way of Application from this
Subject, 1n a thort addrefs to the Preachers of
the Word of God, and the Hearers of 1t. ;
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Of Sprrusual Gifts.

And 1, Permit me, with all Submiflion and
Deference, to exhort vou who have taken
upon you the greateft of all Trufts, the Charge
of Souls, to imitate the great Shepherd and
Bithop of Souls, in his tender Love and Con-
cern for Mankind; who went about doing Good,
and took care, that every Miracle which he
wrought to confirm the Truth of his Doctrine,
fhoulg be an Act of Mercy to the Dumb or the
Lame, the Deaf or the Blind, whole Eyes he
open d to behold and acknowled@e their Re-
deéemer, and their Ears to hear the olad Ti-
dings of everlafting Peace and Salvation. Thus
every inftance of his Almighty Power was {o
great a Manifeftation of his Infinitc Good-
nefs, that by the {fame Act, he promoted the
Temporal, Spiritual, and Fternal Welfare of
his Children; and proved himfelf to be in the
largeft {fence ‘of the wor ds, the Savzour of Man-
kind. And fince it requires a greater fhare of
Diligence and Capacity to cultivate and train
up Immortal Souls for Eternity, than to pro-
vide for the Health and Tempm ary Subfiftence
of perifhing Bodies; let us make it the only
end and bufinefs of our Liv es, to inftruct the
Ionorant, and give Eves to the Blind in the
moft excellent {enfe, to retreive the Wan-
dring, confirm the Weak, and feed that Flock
with 1 the fincere Milk of God s Word, of which
the Holy Ghoft hath made us Over feers: that
at the great Day of Accounts we may prefent
them to Chrift, with thefe words which will

entitle us to the greateft Rewards in the King-
dom
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dom of Heaven, of thofe whom thow baft given

me, to keep, I have loft none.

And that the work of God may profper in
our hands, let me intreat you, my Brethren,
who come hither to be taught aud inftructed
by us, to bring along with you pious and
teachable Minds, and to hear with Attention,
Humility and Reverence, the words that are
able to fave your Souls. For permit me to tell
youwith that plainnefs and freedom of Speech,
which becomes a Minifter of the Gofpel, who
1s commanded to exhort and rebuke with all Au-
thority, that one great caufe why our Preach-
ing has {o little effet on the Minds of our
Audience, 15, becaule they come with zzching
Ears, to be amuz d and entertain'd, and not
with holy Defires to have their Souls reform’d,
and made fit to appear before the Lord Jelus;
when he fhall defcend from Heaven in flaming
Fire, with his mighty Angels, to take ven-
geance on them, who have heard the Word
of God, without profiting by it.

Now to God the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghoft, be afcribd, as s moft due, all Honour
and Pratfe, Might, Majefty and Dominzon,

now and ever.
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