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L. TIMOTHY,
CHAPTER il Verses i and i

1 EXHORT THEREFORE, TIAT FIRST OF ALL, SUPPLI-
CATIONS, PRAYERS, INTERCESSIONS, AND GIVING OF
THANKS, BE MADE FOR ALL MEN; FOR KINbs, AND
FOR ALL THAT ARE IN AUTHORITY, THAT WE MAY

LEAD A QUIET AND PEACEABLE LIFE, IN ALL GOD-
LINESS AND HONESTY !

\NH OEVER either zealoufly enjoins the duty of prayer

and thank{giving to others, or difcharges it with fince-
rity him{elf, muft neceflarily firlt believe ;—that the providence

of God adjufts every even the minutelt parts of the creation,
and regulates every event in the univerfe. He muft therefore
be firmly perfuaded, that no coop can happen to us,—as well

where the agency of man is interpofed, as where they do not
intervene as inftruments,—which Gop in his loving kindnefs
has not appointed ;—and that even no SEEMING EVIL can
befall us, which the fame all-merciful Providence has not fore-

feen, and which he will not in the event, convert to REAL
G0O0D,

B " Upon
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Upon a former occafion, not indeed on a day of punric
THANKSGIVING, but, of Pupric -HuMiLiATION, I took the
opportunity of proving and explaining to you fo fully, the truth
of the perpetual .AceExcy of -Provipence over mankind,
confidered, both inprvipuarLy and. NATION ALLY,* without
the belief of Which, all prayer and thankfgwing, 15 certamly but
either idle mockery, or deteftable hypocrily, that I truft, it is
not now ncgeﬁar)}_for me to enter into an Inveitigation of the
GENERAL PRINCIPLES of that do€rine, as that would be anly

to repeat once more, what I before taught.

There is however ONE, and at tlms tlme but one obJeﬁhon to
that explanation, againit which, I wifh further to caution you;
as 1t may without a previous guard, at fuft fight appear, -exher
fuﬂiaent, totally to {ubvert the whole, fabric, or at leaft to make
1t totter, on,1t's bafis. -—-—An ob]e&mn w]uch 1L mu& be: confcﬂed
has - fometlmes af?orded 2 mementary. mumph to mﬁdels, and
does perhaps fhill ferve to fupport-at teaft the doubts of; fceptics;
notwithftanding it has under different forms been often an-
fwered, andcertainly is capable of recciving the, moft completc
1efutauon Tt muﬂ however bc confcﬂed Lhat 1t has likewi{e

r B op o

—100 ﬁncere in ﬂlf: 'b_ehjcf of .Chrlﬂlann), a_r}djtoo,'c_elcb;jatpd
{or their acquifitions tn human Jearning,~not to impart to it &
weight

- o % See the Author’s {ormer Sermon on Providence,



( 5 )

weight ‘and ‘authority, which it. could not clanh from 1it's own
firength.. And,-a§ authority; has more influence over the bulk
of mankind, than-even reafon-itfelf, it is a duty the more mcum-
bent ypon ‘me, : o attempt at lealt, to convince your underitand-
ings of the falfity of the objettion, by unravelling 1t’s fallacy,
and: by that means, éxpofing. it’s real weaknels.

The argument is founded upon the feeming incompatibility,
of rrEscieNce in Gop, with Freepon in max.~For, to the
objeCtors- it appears incomprehenfible, that God fhould be able
CERTAINLY {O,FQRESEE, :FREE CONTINGENT ACTIONS.
S | .
~ Some of..them indeed, -do not deny, but that both thefe. pofi-
tions. are trae, feparately confidered ;—and even maintain, that
THEY BELIEVE them both, though they appear to be 1ncon-
fiftent with,. or contradiftory to cach other. If they would
be. content to- affent to them -upon the authority of Seripture;
notwithftanding they ave unable to sive 2 {olution of this dit-
ficulty, which they ftate; .they would have good and incontro-
vertible grounds for their belicf.  For it well becomes the 1gno-
rance of man to reccive as indifputably true, whatever God m
his inhinite wifdom bas declared, though human reafon is itfelf
unable to difcover it. But, when they affirm, that upon the
p;‘inéipleS; of reafon only, they aflent to '_the truth.of two propa-
fitions, which at the fame time appear to them-irreconcileable
with cach other, they muft, moft certainly, have only deceived

them-
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themfelves, and miftaken an illufion of the 1magination, for that
convition of the underftanding, which can alone be the refult
of reafoning, and intuition. For ’till all the boundaries and
tand-marks of human knowledge be firft broken down, and
carried away, no man can difcern the truth of two contraditory
propofitions; and.if they be once removed, nothing is left us
to contemplate, but the defolate view of one thorelels occan of
fcepticifm. | |

Formidable however, as this difficulty may at firlt view appear,
it is In reality only a mere phantom, which entirely owes it’s
vifionary form and fhape, to a mift, raifed from words. For 1t
muft either arife from the fupﬁoﬁtion; that by the CONTINGENCY
of human attions, is meant, that they are the offspring of mere

cHANCE, and then they mult be either errecTs witHOUT A
causk, which is-abfurd, or the effefls of some causk, which
though not vifible to finite, may be to mfnite wildom; or 1t
muft arile from the fuppofition, that thofe events, which are

onLy called conTinGENT, becaufle they are uwcerTAIN in

their iffue to us, can not be therefore known with cerTainTY
to Gob.

But, as both thele fuppofitions are founded on falle principles;
the deduttions which are drawn from them, muft likewife ter-
minate in error. For though every man, is endued with a pow-

erto cuoosk, and Acts in confequence of his own cnoice,
yet,



yet, as every fuch aflion mult arife from fome norive, and
is confequently the errecT of fome INTENTION or pESIGN
in man, otherwife, man could NoT be a RATIONAL AGENT ; ~

the attions of men therefore, no more than the works of God,

can with propriety be called, the produce of cuance.

On the contrary. Each motive produces its correfpondent
atlion, 1 all the varieties of human agency, as much as each
law of nature, does its correfpondent effe&, in the multiform
phenomena of the univerfe. For, where we have an equal
knowledge of thole motives, and thefe laws, we can equally ac-
count for the regularities and aberrations of men, as for all the
motions of the heavenly bodies ;—we can equally pont out the
caulc of the ficady perfeverance of fome men in a regular courle
of virtue, and the cccentric deviations of others,—of the calm
gentlenels of one nation, and the wild ferocity of another,—as
we can explain the reafons of the continued revolutions of the
plancts in their orbits, and the ftill {eeming eccentricity ot the
comets,—of the gentle lapfc of a river, or the tumultuous agi-
tations of the occan.  Were it not o, all precept would be vain,
and even all revelation ulelefs.  For what is the intent of cither
human or divine inftru€lion, but to {upply us with MoTivES as
well as princIPLES, to controul the headflrong violence of our
paflions, to fpeak them into peace, to fay to them, thus far fhalt
thou go and no further, and to keep all the lawful emotions of
our nature, confined, within their own proper banks of rcalon

and rchgion,
. AS
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~ As to the fuppofition, of any ARSOLUTE cONTINGENCY
in human attions, fo that the aftions themfelves, and theis
effe€ts, cannot be difcerned by the all-fccing cye of Gob;
it is not only inconfiftent with every 1pEa of a creaTog,
and therefore incongruous to reason ;—for he, who mapnr
man, muft know, what is 1N man, and he, who kxows the
MoTIvES, muft forefee the ations;—but it 1s likewile contra-
ditted, by what man himfelf can atually difcover, and refuted,
by what we ourfelves daily expericnce,

- For, notwithftanding all this much talked of conTinGENCY
of rree aflions, can not even every one of us, xNow, in

refpett to thofe with whom we are intimately acquainted, now
in certain cafes Tugy witr act? And for what purpofe, arce

all the pains, which fome men take to inveftigate human nature ;
but, that from the knowledge of human motives, they may be
able to ‘forefee, and in diverfe mnftances with almoft abfolute
certainty to foretell, what in given circumftances, will be the
ruTurE altions, not only of individuals, but cven of whole
nations? Could we not derive fome knowledge of this kind,
from the informations we have received of the atlions, inten-
tions, and defigns of other men in the feveral palt ages, and

nations of the world ;—hiflory could not convey to us any

nftru€tion, nor could experience impart to us anv wifdom.

That
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That even we therelore, poor, purblind, and diminutive
creatures, as WE are, have SOME PRESCIENCE, OF FORESIGHT
of HuamaN aAcTioNs, coNTINGENT as they arc called, 15
evident, both to reafon and expericnce. Can any one then with
the lcaft appearence of argument, or the f{lighteft probability of
conjefture, maintain, that a difcernment imilar in kind, but
infinitely more excellent in its naturc and degree, does not be-
long to w1y, who at one glance beholds the whole and wide ex-
panded circle of creatton? If it be afked, why our forcfight is
fo limited in its difcoveries ? — the anfwer is evident ; — that 1t
arifes from the fmall circumference of that horizon, which
bounding our view, neceflanly circumlicribes all the circumftan-
ces and motives of mankind, from which our knowledge can
pollibly be derived. From hence then it follows, that only the
athions of Tnose men who are removed to fuch a diltance from
us in PLACE or TIME, that their motives are beyond our ken;
can truly be faid to be conTiNGENT EVEN iIn refpett to us.
But no attions whatfoever can polflibly with propriety be af-
firmed to be conTinGceENT to that SurrEmE Brinc; wHo,
1s the cREATOR and MAKER or ALL THInNGS. For, arguing
analogically from our own faculties, as employed only for a mo-
ment, upon a very [mall,— cven an infinitely fmall part of His
works, REason can teach us;—that avi fucceflions of ages,
and of countries, muft be to mim, but ONE ETERNAL NoOW,

and EVER PRESENT VISION.

Whether
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\Whether therelore, an event fa; bappened, or wili happei,
that is to fay,— whether as it regards us, it be paft or future,
thele terms can never appertain to it, when it is confidered in
rclation to Gobp.  PAsT, PRESENT, AND TO COME, are to HIM,
THE SAME.—To u1m, whom neither {pace, nor time can
circumfcribe, cvery event muft be equally, cerTa1n, becaule at
all times, 1t equally, 1s. Hg fees, at onc view, every tribe of
men, and each individual of every age and nation, which was,
s, or cver wiLL BE upon carth; to each therefore he has allot-
ted his ftation; and as the moral governor of the univerfe, he has
mvolved 1n every man’s condition, the temporal rewards of his
virtue, and the corre@tion or punifhment of his vices; whether
the events arife {from the unconfcious operations of the works of
nature, or from the free and voluntary aftions, of mankind upon
cach other. To wmim therefore 1t was cqually as well known,
when he fent down that national calamity, which we fo lately
deplored; asit Now isto us, when we are met to return thanks
for its removal ;—whether we fhould receive it with thofe dilpo-
htions of mind, which are moft acceptable to ninm, and which,
would through his all-bountiful goodnefs, avert from us a lafling
punifhment ; or,—whether, ftill remaining ungrateful for our
paft bleffings, and infenfible of his all-ruling power, we thould
continue to be the objetts of his dilpleafure, and conlfequently
become the juft viftims of his vengeance. He certainly fore-
knew our contrition for our former ingratitude, and the peni-

tent anguifh of our fouls under our late afflition; and had
there-
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therefore pre-determined the prefent happy event; and cxtraor-
dinary HumMay MEAns he would feleft, as the inftruments of
turning our {orrow into gladnefs, Whilft therefore in our ef-
fufions of joy for his MajesTY’s refioration to health, and our
own confequent reftoration to happinefs, the common feelings
of our nature prompt us to exprels the gratitude which we
juftly owe even to the muman INSTRUMENTS j—let us with a
ftill vaftly more lively gratitude, united with the moft exalted
piety, moft fervently and unremittingly pour forth our tribute
of thank{giving, which to the conviftion of our underftandings,
has been fhown to be fo abundantly due, to TuaT surrEME,
EFFICIENT CAUSE; “TO WHOM ALONE OF RIGHT BELONG,
ALL HONOUR AND GLORY, PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING,

BOTH NOW AND FOR EVERMORE.

If indeed, the objeétion to the providence of God, had been
really well founded, which, I truft, has been amply proved, to
be altogether groundlefs; then certainly, the duties of prayer,
and thank{giving, would upon the principles of rcafon alone, be
totally annthilated; and even difficult perhaps would it have
been to engage mankind to perlorm them, upon the authority
of revelation. For who. can reafonably be expetied, to offer up
prayers to a being, for the averting from us, future calamities;
which, that being cannot forefee; and to thank him for paft
bleflings; which #E could not foreknow? But having already
reconciled, the injunflions of revelation, with the deduétions

D of
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of realon; let us now, with the moft implicit fubmiffion, attend
to the exhortation of the Apofile in my text, and carcfully

confider, both it’s prRincIPLES, and it's CONSEQUENCES.

In the foregoing chapter, he had taught Timothy, that, “the
enp of the whole commandment is cwariTY, out of a pure
heart, and good confcience, and faith unfeigned.” He had like-
wife thown, how, “fome teachers had fwerved from t.hat,énd,’-’
and that “his own blafphemies and perfecutions were bgrdoncd,
becaufe they had been done ignorantly in unbelief.” Having
again enjoined Timothy, “to hold faith and a good confcience,”
he then begins the fecond chapter, with this exhortation, “I
exhort therefore that firft of all, fupplications, prayers, and giv-
ing of thanks be made for arL men; for xines and for aLL
that are in AutHoRITY, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godlincls and honefty. For this 1s good and accept-

1

able in the fight of God our Saviour.” And certainly, as charity
is the exp of the commandment; nothing could poffibly, more
effeCtually illuftrate and promote that end, than an injunion to
pray for the temporal and eternal happinels of the whole race of
mankind; whatever may be their {late and condition, and in what.
ever region and country they may exift. What exhortation like-
wife, can more efficacioufly tend to produce the conszournce
of fuch a praflicé, THE LEADING A QUIET AND PEACEABLE
LIFE IN ALL GODLINESS AND HONESTY, than, the command,

to make all fupplications, prayers, intcrceflions, and thanki-
giving,
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aiving, for Kings, and ALL In AUTHORITY ?  Since upon the
condutl of kings, and the exercife of their authority, the com-
forts of the people muit very much depend; confidered in rela-
tion to soru the circumltances, which are generally {uppoled
to conltitute the happinels of man;—the outward condition of
his body, and the inward ftate of his mind.

To prove this, can it be neceflary for me to defcribe the hor-
rid {ftatc of a nation, whcre cither for the pumfhment of it’s
crimes, or for a'trtal ofit’s virtues,—or for fome other reafon
not immediately difcernable by us,— God permits a tyrant, to
feize upon the property ol his {ubjeéts, without law, equity, jul-
tice, or humanity ;—to deprive them of their liberties, and im-
mure them 1n a darklome dungeon, unknowing of their accufa-
tion, and unconfcious of any crime:—to rob them of their
lives, — by fubflituting private affaffination for legal judgment ;
—to rack their bodies-with the molt agonizing tortures, o as
to induce even innocence herlelf, when unable to fuflain the
anguifh, to avow the perpetration of a crime it was impoffible
for her to commit;— I again afk,—need I take upon-me the
painful tafk of rccounting to you, the mileries, which hiftory
teaches us, others, have luitered from wicked rulers —Need I
defcribe the dire ftate of perfecation, under which the "Apoftle
lived, when he gave the injunction in my text; or the fufferings
they {uftained to whom it was given ?—to teach you how much
the comfort and well being of {ociety muit depend upon the

condutt
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condut of rinecs, and the exercife of that power, which iy
intrufted to every onc in authority.

Thanks be to God! That wr can only learn from the
revelations of ornkers, the evils and calamities which tyrants
fo frequently produce; but thanks be likewife to the fame
Almighty goodnefs, we have the un{peakable happinefs of know-
ing from our own prefent experience, what prLEssinGs, an hu-
mane, virtuous, and pious monarch is able to conicr. Our
prayers and fupplications can only be offered up to God, to
entreat, that uE, who is the x1nc of kines, would be gracioully
pleafed to continue his bleflings to us; and our thank{givings
ought inceflantly to be pourcd forth, that he has given us a
king, to be the infirument of good to his people.

But, when nations are fuffering under circumiltances the very
reverfe of thofe in which we rejoice ; where can they look for
fuccour in their diftrefls,—~where can they feek cither {ome miti-
gation, or total redrefs of the evils, under which they groan, but,
of HiMm wHo RULETH oviR aLL !—Would they attempt to
find a remedy, by an union of their own ftrength and power, as a
people ; how can they effeft even this without n1s aid !—Who,
though he has left the ations of men to their own choice, has
adjufted the events of them to their punifhment or reward ; and
how can they procure u1s affitance, without acknowledging his
power, and imploring his help ?—But if, without locking up to

God,
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God, as the fupreme governor of the univerfe, and the great and
ultimate difpofer of all events, they afflume vengeance to them-
felves, and diffolving the government, return once more to that
STATE OF NATURE, out of which they emerged, or rather, to
a f{tate worse than that—of TorTar Awarcuy and coxn-
FusroN j—{thole bonds of pArESTAL AvuTHORITY, and of
FILIAL UNIoN, which at firffi BouxDd MEN TO EACH OTHER,
being now snapt AsuNDER,)—they will involve themfelves in

far greater evils, than thofe, which they endeavoured to re-
move ; and being inured to thofe habits of cruclty and ferocity,

which a civil war ncceflarily implants and nourifhes,—they muft
at length be forced to fubmit, either to fome one tyrant, worfe
than he was, againft whom they at firlt united ;—or, inflecad of
bearing the yoke of owe, fubmit to the far greater burden of
MaNY.~Thus, by violating a primary duty of Chriftianity,~
NOT TO DO EVIL, that even coop MAY coME OF 1T,—they
will have filled their country with the forbidden evil, without
reaping the expetted good.—But if, on the contrary, men would
but obey the injunttions of the Apoltle, they would in all fuch
cales, not only in due time, that is, at that time, which God lecs

fitteft for man, have the caufle of their fufferings removed ; but,
cven whillt they continued to [uftain them,—fuch would be the
efficacy of prayer upon their own minds, that the yoke would
become caficr, and their burden lighter.—For, the very exercife
and habit of prayer, would eradicate thofe emotions of refent-
ment, anger, wrath, and revenge, from their bofoms, which only

I lerve



(16 )

ferve to give a keener edge to our calamities; and by im-
planting mildnefs, mecknels, gentlenels, forbearance, and refig-
nation in their ftead, either heal their wounds, or render the
fufferer more infeniible to pain.

The duty of men therefore, under the fufferings which are
inflited upon them, in confequence of the covernmEwT,
under which they live, 1s the fame, as under any other misfor-
tunes they f{uftain, from any other circumftances, in which they
are placed; and their relief muft arife from the fame means.—
That is to fay,—in both cafes, thcy muft not, e themfilves
“ anxioufly folicitous for any thing, but in cvery thing by prayer
“< and ﬁaﬁpiicazitm, and thankfgiving, to let thewr requefls be made
< known unio God ;"—fFor then, as the Apoflle fays,—* the peace
“ of God, which paffeth all underflanding, will keep ther hearts
“ and mands, throvgh Fefus Chrift.”

This 1s 2 mode of fecking relief upon all occafions, by which
we can never be in danger of committing any crime.—But
every repeated application of it, will be a new increafe in picty,

and virtue; and make us become the {till more fit to rccetve
the benefit we alk,

This 1s a mode, by which, we may not only, moil furely
alleviate our own wants, but relieve likewile thofe of our fellow

creatures.~—This is a method, by which, the poorclt man 1s

enabled
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enabled to do more acts of charity, than the moft opulent, with
all his wealh, 1s able to impart.—This affords means, by which,
the moft indigent, can return to the moft bountiful benefaétor,
infinitely greater benefits than he receives.—This opens a way,

by which, the meaneft {ubjett can confer greater bleflings upon
his xive and counTry, than the moft potent monarch has, by

any other means, power to beftow.—May we not then, without
being liable to the acculation of prefumption, but from a well-
srounded confidence 1n the promifes of the Golpel,—rrTury
THANKS TO GOD, THAT HE HAS BEEN PLEASED TO RE-
STORE OUR MONARCH, TO THE ARDENT PRAYERS OF HIS
peopLE '—And furely, my brethren, if there be {ubjeéts upon
carth, who ought inccflantly to implore, the proteflion and
favour of Heaven, upon the monarch, under whole government
they live ;—and to olier up the molt tervent gratitude to Provi-
dence, for delivering him from ficknefs, and enabling him again
to wield the {ceptre with his own hand ;—if there be a nation,
which ought ever to be returning thanks to God, for the national
bleflings they enjoy,—wEe Are THOSE suBjEcTs,—whole more
peculiar bounden duty it is;—wEg ARE THAT NATION,—which

enjoys the provilege of being that chofen people!

Would time permit me, now more fully to illuftrate to you,
the condu& of Providence, in the government "of nations, and
more amply to trace out his ways, in his dealings with mankind ;

I could not poffibly make choice of a fubjett, which wopld more
clearly
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clearly and effeftually evince it, than in minutely pointing out
to you, his continued operations, in the whole progrefs, forma-
tion, and eftablifbment of our own conftitution. For though,
to an infidel, or {ceptical politician, it may perhaps appear; to
be the mere fabrication of men ;—to any one, who looks deeper
than the furface of things, it mufl be evident, that it could not
have been completed without the nanp or Goo.—For, it is
compofed of materials, - the moft various and difcordant ;—
brought in different ages, by inhabitants of countries, moft vari-
ous and oppofite in their manners, laws, cuftoms, and infti-
tutions ;—by Romans,—~by Goths,~—by Saxons,—by Danes,—
by Normans;—and in later times, by inhabitants of various
other countries, both near and remote ;—and all thefe other
various materials, were intermixed with the original, and native
produce of this ifland.

Prior to experience, what could we' poflibly expeét to find,—
but,—that a fabric, thus compofed of {uch different, and hetero-
geneous materials, muft be rude and mis-fthapen 1n 1t’s form,
weak and feeble in it's firuéture ?—If again, we confider that
the workmen, who at different times devifed the plans, and con-
tributed their labour to build it, were as difcordant in their
deligns, and as various in their ftrength and fkill, as the mate-
rials of which it was compofed ;—~that the part which one had
erefted, another pulled down;—a column, or an arch, which

one fupplied, another removed ;—a center of the building,
which
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which one had raifed, another took away ;—what idea, I repeat,
could any one, prior to experience, form of fuch an edilice ?—
But that it was an huge, unwieldy pile,—~which, from the imper-
fettion of the matcrials, and unfkilfulnels of the workmen, was
tottering to it’s fall ;~—and whilft it lafted,—ferved only as a
monument of mifemployed induftry, and of human weaknels ?—
For; where there 1s no feletlion 1n the materials, there can {urely
be no beauty in the work ;—and where there is no uniformiiy
of delign,~there evidently can be no propertion, nor unily in
the whole. For otherwile, defign, muft be the effett of chance,

~and coherence, the oftspring of incongruty.

But if; on the contrary, this fabric be an objett of the higheft
admiration ;—and even of {uch envy to other nations, as to be
deemed the moft complete model for their imitation,—{rom 1t’s
{uperiority in beauty, clegance, and convenience, to every other
conftitution, which ever was, or now is ;—if an attempt to frame
fuch a form of government, were the wifh, and defire of the wifeft
nations, and of the proloundeft legiflators of antiquity,—but,
which, they were unable to accomplifh ;—where can we look
for THAT ALL-PIERCING MIND, and ALL-PLASTIC 1AND,
which brought forth unily out of wvariciy,—which ftruck out
harmony from difcord,—which produced the moft perfett [ym-
metry, out of an unformed chaos —So that the whole body 1s
fitly joined together, and compatted by that which every joint
{upplicth ;—a perfelt {yftem,—in which,—~the authority of the

F- king,
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king, the power of the nobles, and the lLberiy of the people,
reciprocally {upport, and are fupported by each other—Where
each part remains firm, by it's own proper principle of cohefion ;
and where, the equal preflure of the parts upon each other,
{upports the wroLE in the common center of gravitation ?—To
whom, I fay, can we look, as the defigner and finifher of {uch
a work ?P~but to THAT ArL-Mi1GHTY ARcHiTECT and RULER,
who puis down one king, and feis vp another,—who turned the
moit jarring and contradiflory wills of men,—whillt operating
in ways the moft diverfe and oppofite,~to fulfi], in the moft
perfe€t concord, /is own intentions, and complete his own de-
higns—H e,—whilft men were gratifying the inclinations of their
own free wills, who were always 1ignorant of the future confequen-
ces of their own conduél, and were often ufing means, which
fruftrated their own devices ;—nk, I fay, made all of them, his
own Inftruments in the produétion of events, diametrically oppo-
fite to thofe, which were the objefts of their own choice; and

theretore deftructive of the apparent natural confequences of
their own atlions.

. In feparate and detached parts of this plan, the operations of
God have been often clearly and diftinétly delineated.—But
thefe, 1 fhalli pals over in filence, as molt of thele events are
annually celebrated by our Church ;—and therefore, you have
repeated opportunities of hearing the caufes and confequences
of them minutely cxplained. It only remains for me therefore

now,
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now, to rcmind you of the anguifh, which we felt for his
Majefty’s late aflliction, and the {till further miferies, which we
feared, would have accrued from it’s continuance.~This, 1t 1s
neceffary for me to do, for the moft important purpofe, of point-
ing out to you, the ALL-DIRECTING PROVIDENCE oF (oD,
in the events produced by the rree sceEncy or man,—(the
only purpofe for which, we would wifh to remember it) ;—and
thus teach you to be truly grateful to Gop, for the blefling of
that recovery, for which, we are now enjoined by authority, to

offer up to uim, our unfeigned praifes, and thankfgivings.

Need I to obferve to you, that our {orrows flowed not from
one fingle fpring —That one fource of them, arofe in our com-
mon feelings, as men ;—the other, in the more peculiar {enfa-
tions, which belong to us, as susjects ?—To know only, that
a moft amiable monarch, though he was even unrelated to us
in that capacity,—was afllitted with the direft malady, which
can poflibly befall human nature ;-—to think of the poignancy,
with which, the afthttion muft pierce the exquilitely fulceptible
bofom, of one,—who 1s a pattern of all that is amiable, as a
wife,—and of all that is examplary, as a mother ;—of one,—
pre-cminent 1n virtue, as in rank ;—to recolleét,—how much
it mult wound the breafts of an amiable offspring, who return
the utmoft anxiety of parental love, with the tendereft warmth
of filial affettion ;—muft alone excite in every heart,—the leaft

{enfible
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fenfible to thé beft aflc@ions of human nature,—the tendercf
regret, and the fincereft forrow !

But, when to the confideration of him, for whom we mourned,
~—~as the objeft of veneration, and as a bright example of our
imitation, as 2 man,—were added likewife,—our reverence and
tove towards him, for the bleflings he imparted to us,—as a
SOVEREIGN, and as the FATEER OF HIsS PEOPLE ;~no words
can patnt the horror, with which, we contemplated our fituation
at-the moment; and the gloom which overfpread our future
profpetts !-—What gleam of hope from mortal help, could we
difcern ?—What effeftual human remedy could we forefee ?—
To prayer alone, could we have recourfe ;—to implore of Gonp,
—that he would either be gracioufly pleafed,—in his own good
time,—to remove the malady ;—or,—to teach us, under it’s
continuance, to bend in mute {ubmiflion to his unerrinG
wirr. Thus, endeavouring better to fit ourlclves, for the en-
joyment at leaft of any future benefits, God might be plealed
to vouchfafe us, by humbly refigning ourlelves to the depri-
vation of thofe bleflings, we had fo long enjoyed ;—and which,
—we then began to be fenfible,—we had {o little deferved.

A faint ray of hope indeed, that the afflition might not only
be temporary, but even of fhort duration, was {oon thought to
be difcerned by fome ;—but which, was deemed by others, to be

merely. vifionary, and illufive,—They reprelented 1t, as cither,
—the
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—the fuggeftion only, of ignorant pretence, or cunning impof-
turc ;—or, at bell,—as the delufion of hope,—which rather
imagines 1t beholds, what 1t wifhes to fee,—than really bcholds,
what it warmly defcribes.—Whilft {ome however, were eagerly
flattering themfelves, with fo indiftin& a glimmering of comlort ;
—yet,—whether; in the mcan time,—the fame {yftem of conduct
would be adopted, which, under the aufpices of our molt gra-
cious fovereign, with the favour of Heaven upon his pious en-
deavours, procured happinefls to ourlelves, and made us the
envy of other nations ;—was {till to them,—and indeed to almoit
all,—a fubjett, of moflt anxious doubt, and moft {oliuitous en-
quiry.—DBut, 1t was not long, before this fufpence,—harrafling
as that was,—(eemed to be converted into the {till more melan-
choly convittion, of an indubitable certainty.—Far,—far diltant,
—be the {pinit of party from thefe facred walls!—Would to
Heaven, 1t were banifhed from cvery place '—And, God forbid !
—that whillt I am aiming to teach you, your duty to your Cre-
atoRr, I fhould endeavour to excitc in you the lealt animofity,
againft any one of your fellow creatures.—God forbid alfo !'—
that I fhould ufe the language of adulation, to the beft, or the
wifelt of mortals, in a place, {et apart for offering.up our prayers
and praifes, to the art-micuTy and ALi-wise RULER oF
THE WORLD.—Anxious however as I am, to make you [ully
{enfible of the happinefs, to which we are reftored, by the event
we are now met to commemorate ;—and to teach you with

heart-felt gratitude, to acknowledge in it,—the all-pervading
G providence
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providence of God ;—whatever is neceflary to be {aid, for the
accomplifhment of thele important purpofes, I fhall dare to fay,
—equally difdaining to deprecate the cenfure, as to court the
applaufe of ‘man.——Duty therefore, compels me to obferve,—
that some,—in the midft of our general diftrefs,—in their cager-
nefs to feize the helm of ftate,~—in their hafte to grafp it more
fpeedily,—and their wifh to hold it more firmly,—did not at
lealt MmaTureLy confider,—that they attempted to lay the
ground-work of their plan, in principles, not only incapable of
cohering with thofe of the conftitution in gencral; but which
were in their nature, even repulfive of thofe particular princi-
ples, upon ‘which, his Majefty’s own right, and that of his-family,
was at firlt founded, and is now {o firmly eftablithed.—Upon
principles too, which muft in the cvent, either for ever have
excluded the rightful Monarch, from re-affuming his feat upon
the throne; or at lcaft, upon his rccovery, have referved for
him only,~—a participation in a divided crown and cmpire :—
Upon principles,—which would alfo in the mean time, have left
bim deprived of that common protettion for his perlon, and for
the prefervation of thole comforts and conveniences, which, the
cquitable fpirit of our laws, trufting notbing to the particular
chara@ers of individuals, however amiable, extends without dil-

crimination, to the pealant, and the peer.

Some faithful Aspiers however,—faithful alike to the mo-
narch and the people,—in this drcad moment of danger to the
{tatc,~
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llate,—arofe,—with the molt irrcfiflible tide of pathetic elo-
quence, and with the moft irrcfiftible flrength of argument,
{uccefsfully to oppole, and happily to difconcert thefe mcalures.
—They nobly ftood forth as the guardians of the conftitution.—
They oppofed themfelves as bulwarks, for the prote€tion of that
{overeign, to whole defence indeed they were bound, but bound
only, in common with many others,—by every tie of public, and
of private duty.—~In a noble emulation of their {pirit, the {pirit
of the peopie likewifc arofe.—An almoft uncxampled loyalty, and
facred regard to the conftitution, diffuled themfclves around,—
penetrated to the remoteft corners of the country, and animated
and invigorated almolt every breaft.—The underftandings of
the people were enlightened ;—and they juitly difcerned, that
their own liberties, and their Monarch’s rights, were infeparable ;
and that they only, who were faithful {ubjebls to wiwm, could

be true friends to THEM.

Will you fay, that this was only the common triumph of
truth over error—aided by that natural impulfe of affettions,
which will at times, impetuoully break forth from the human
heart, like a torrent, and which, it is in vain to attempt to ftop,

1n the fury of it's courfe ?

Be it {o !—Though certainly, even the vanquifhed could beaft

of much worldly wifdom, and politic fagacity. DBut, advance

one ftep further, and then try, whether you do not difcover that
fame
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{fame Avmicury Powkr, which we have fo often {een, fuffer-
ing men indecd to att according to their own wills,—yet turning
afide the coniequences they intended, by an interpofition of
events, which renders all their volitions and defigns, vain,—and
all their attions and attempts, ineffettual ?—See, whether you
do not find, that the very eagernefls, with which, the attempt was
made, the more haftily to fnatch into their hands, the reins of
govefllment, was not the very circumlfiance, which fruftrated
their attempt ?—and whether, even the very labour, which fome
employed, to make their power, when they fhould be in poffef-
fion of it, to ftand faft as a ftrong mountain, which nothing
could move,~—was not the very caufe of their not attaining any
fhare of it, even for a moment ?—Look likewife, and behold the
fame aArr-ruriNne ProvipEnck, who is our conftant guide,
prote€tor, and benefattor, not only reftoring our fovereign, and
the bleflings of his government, to the prayers of his people ;—
but in the abundance of his mercy, which always gives us more
than we can afk or think, in a much fhorter [pace of time, than
even the moft fanguine of his {ubjefls, or the moft affettionate of
his {ervants, could even dare to hope >—Look once more,— at
the HumMaN acENcy, which God thought fit to employ, as the
INSTRUMENT of this blefling ;—and fay,—whether it is not in
vain, that human cunning, and worldly wildom, look down with
difdain, contempt, and {corn upon him, whom the Lord hath

determined and delighted to honour 2

“ Tits



“ Tuis 18 THE LORD'S DOING | "~/ nd a5 i 15 now tar-
cellous 1 our epes,—let it remain fo indelibly mmprinted on our
memory, that we may teach it to our children’s children !—Ict
it bring forth in us, it’s genuine fruits of praife and thank{giving ;
by inftrucling .us and our pofterity,—* to REjoICE IN THE
“ Lorp arwav:"~—Agam, I fay, rejorce !— Let us theh
pay the higheft and moft acceptable nonour to the king,
by learning of him, truly to rear Gop. For, though that
cternal Son of God, who by his death, made an atonement for
our {ins, can alone afford us, an impeccable cxample of a godly
life ;—yct every one knows, that even mere human patterns of
goodnefs, Lhowever they may be ridiculed by fome, have a pow-
erful influence, n dire@ing the condué of others ;—and that
the higher the ftation is, in which they fhine, the greater is their
efhicacy.—Happy then, thrice happy nation,—where the brighteft
beams of rieTy and virTuk, refplendent on the throne, diffufe
their rays all around upon the people !—For, when we look
up to that elevated ftation, we behold the radiance of thofe,
who have learned from their own experience,—may we allo

therefore learn the fame,—that,—* GopLINESS 1S PROFIT-

“ ABLE UNTO ALL THINGS !"——To the oxg, 1t was,—I{rom

the inward peace and afhance which it beftows,—a moll pow-
erful, pre-difpofing caufe of his recovery.—~To the oTner,—
from the truft and reﬁgnatio‘n it imparts,—it was the firmell
{upport, under her afllition. And it remains now to BoOTII
in their profperity, an abundant fource of joy, which neither

g titles,
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utles, rank, riches, nor dominion can give ;—and which like-
wife, nothing in this world, nor even the world itlelf, can
take away.

Suffer not then, I befeech you, my brethren,—{uffer not
thefe examples, which the goodnefs of God has given for
your benefit, to add only to your condemnation.— But, let
#s allo LEAD A QUIET AND PEACEABLE LIFE, IN ALL
GODLINESS AND HONESTY ;—and give the beft fecurity for
our loyalty to our earthly Monarch, by an unreferved, and
unremitting obedience to the will of our heavenly Sovereign.

Then, trufting in the merits, and mediation of our Lorbp
and Saviour JEsus Curist, we may humbly hope to be
admitted hereafter, to that community of eternal pecace, unity,
and harmony,—the blefled fociety of just MEN MADE PER-
FECT ;— which neither fattion fhall diftral, nor even party
fhall divide ;—but,—where,—the moft humble picty, and the
molt unbounded benevolence, fhall be the higheft bonour,
and molt exalted happinefs.

Now to Faruer, Son, and Hory Guost,—to whom
belong all mMicuT, MajEsTY, and pominion,—he all no-

~oUR and cLory'!
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