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S [oonas·J bad read Mr. Burke's jiiftly' 

.. celebrated . « RifleElions," .' I' ·'i~n<teOrtain_ 
• 

e.d no Qoubt, but' that you would . attempt 
.0, 

to anfwer them, before .1: 0 faw your' de-CIa": 
ratio'n of fuch an intention, publickly an-

o .. 

nounced'in the newfpapers. Do not 'how-
• 0 • 

• 

ever imagine; that I am fo abfurd as 'to' 

think, that' fuch a ·:difco:very·· if: a· ; proof 
, 

either of. any uncommon fagacity, or !abo..; 

rioiIs ~appliCation .'oF.:'mind; as it:' onl¥',ie.I 

quired. for it's foundation, . fome'atteritio~' td 
o. A the 

• 

-
o 

• 

o 

o 

o 

\ 
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• 

( 2 ) 
- - -

the ideal channels, through ,vhich,your mul. 

tifarious writing~ have generally flowed. For - - . 

even a very flight obfervation, is all which 

is necdfary to enable any. one to difcover, 
_. -

that you are (in Bijhop Warburton's phroJe) 
-

cc An AnJweTer _ by PrrifrJlion," to every work, 
-

written in defence of the prefent civil and 

ecc1efaflical government of this country. A 

conflitution of government, which under (he 
. ,-- --, " 

liberal lhelter of it's wide extended branches 

proteEts you, from every florm and blaft 
of perfecution; and affords to every un­

happy wanderer. -in, exile; - or- even. outcaIl 
. -

trom all -religions, afecure retreat; in which; 
• 

he . ~ay ;~at .hill bread in comfort, peace" 
Uberty, . ~d f~ty. - . _ -

-. ~ ... - , ... . .. -
- . 

• 
-

• 

I :have now _at. length- read 'your pro--

mifed. publication,;.though I was for: fome 

time -p~eveBted by it .variety of aVQcatiOlis, 

I:rom, i~duffling myfelfin that pleaJure, for 

which' I [0: eageFly 'villied. ,And;: as ,r. had 

not been before deceived in my expeCtation, 

of 

• 

• 

• 

• 
-



, 

-

-

-of feelng :fomt anfwer from you; fo -like-
, ' 

-wife I am' not now in the: leilft uifappoint-

ed, in finding it to be, fuchan anfwer;' as 
, , 

it 1S. For, 'exaCtly the fameohfervatiuri, 

whichfuppl:ied me with the groundscif pro­
bability, for the one, equally furni~lied~'me 

. 'Iwith the means of conjeCturing, what 'v~uld 
" . 

'be the materials, and texture of the -other. 
, ,. , 

, , 
, But, impat.ient however as Iwasto:-ex-
. amine the work itfelf; niy attention was 

, . 

for fome time unwillingly detained, Lin' the 

contemplation ,of the 'mottos' which -adom. 

. the' title-page. For I have been' totally' at 

, 

, , ' 

a lofs to conceive,\vhat 'could pofIibly 'lie 
.. 

your intention, purport, or \ defign; in "bIa • 
• 

zoning the front of your pamp11l'et:with 
thofe . fentences. The mo'ft proper' motive, 

-which, I conce~ve, can prompt a 'writer' tb 

'Prefix a motto to a work; is, to' induce 

,his readers' to embrace the fentiments which 
he holds, by {howing, that they are- like-

, 

wife the opinions of another, to whom, from 

Az a • 

, 

, 

I 

, 



• 

• 

• 

• 

( 4 ) 

a juftly acquired authority, more deference 

is due, . than to the author himfelf. But 

this motive appears to me; to be totally 

inapplicable to the' prefent cafe. Becaufe, 

· the mottos were taken tram Mr. Burke's 

o-..vn "RifleElions," which it was your pro­

feffed defign to refute; and confequentIy . 

therefore to prove them to be fo far from 

baving any claim to deference, that they 

· were not even entitled to anyone's affent. 

But, with this defign in view, to quote 

:Mr. Burke as an Oracle, from whofe fen-

· tence there was no appeal; feems to me 

to be as' unaccountable a condua, as his 

would be, who, afteT' having boafted of his 
• 

. fuiIl and courage, and even challenged ano-
. . 

ther to a duel, !hould, at the very moment, 

he was accoutred for the combat, inftantly 

confefs the invincible powers of his anta-
• 

gonifi, feize his adverfary's fword, and hy 

plunging it into his own breaft, commit a 

defperate aa of fuicide • 
• 

What 

• 

, 

• 
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. What then Sir, could poffibly .. beyou£ 

intention, . in quoting thefe fentences, or 
axioms from Mr. Burke, appears to me 

to ·be totally inexplicable, upon any prin­
ciples of rearon, and found fenfe. To evince, 
that this declaration neither contains an af­
fertion deftitute of proof, nor implies a 

cenfure unfupported by juftice, permit me, 
to tranfcribe the mottos. 

« Eloqttence ?na:y exifl witholtt 

(C able degree if wiJdom." 
• 

t . 

a P1·OP01·tion-
• 

• 

cr Steady independent minds, !vhcn they !Lave 

"an objeEl if fa Jerious a concern to lnan- , 
cc kind as GOVERNMENT, tmder their con;' 

"templation, !vill dijdain to ojJu?ne the part 

n if SATIRISTS and DECLAIMERS." 
•• • 

• • 

• 

As to the latter motto, it is I muft con-
o 
• 

fefs, . the very laft, which I fhould have 

conceived, prudence would have fuffered 

you to have chafen. For it can' ferve no 
ether 

• 

o 

• 

• 

, 
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! 

other purpofe, than to !how, tbat you frand 

felf -condemned by your own quotations; 

as every one at all -converfant with your 

writings, muft know, that they abound in 

fatire and declamation upon the government 

of your country; if indeed it be admitted, 

that compoIitions are entitled to thofe ap­

pellations, which contain grofs inveaives 

,.,ithout wit, and bold affertions without 

elegance. 

-
-As to the FIRST, that, (C eloquence lilA Y 

em witlwut a proportionable degree 0/ wiJ­
dam," this is certainly as true, as that Mr. 

Burke poffdfes one of the highefr degrees 
of eloquence, which was ever the portion 

of any human mind. And confequently, fuch 

a ma.xim coming from one fo well qualified 

by his own unrivalled eloquence and confum­

mate wifdom, to fO! tll a judgement upon 

this point, it mufr neceffarily make a very 

forcible impreffion upon the minds of others. 

But then, the quotation frill only ferves to 
-

promulgate 
• 



• 

( 1 ) 

, 
, , 

promulgate Mr. Blwke's AUTHORITY, NOT 

YOURS; the latter of which in this cafe, 

required fupport, even to the demolition of 

his •. Was the infertion of it then owing; to 

one· of thofemiftakes, to which you. hav'e 
• 

been fo fubjea, in your "Corruptions 0/ the 

"Hijlory 0/ CArijlianity?" I beg your .par.;. 

don:,; I believe the title, which you give:to 

it~ is,: the Hijlory if' the.' Cimltptions qfChri.,. 
fC jlianity. 

" . - .. 
• -, 

• 

- ! 

It. may . be poffible,. that in the, "Tapid 
"glance," which: according to -your .. ufual 

pr:aai~e; you took of Mr. Btirke'sc book. 

you read -it T H US, "eloquence N EVER, ,E X,..: 

~' I S"I:S ·1.uith a: p.roportionate degl-ee:o/ wifdom." 

If ,tilis was the faa, then indeedYOli.I,have 

qUQte<l it, with the, maR fingular: propr,iety; 

as (hinking, you condemned Mr. Burke out 

of his. own mouth. But then. your _ print-
- , -- . .'-

cr, by correaing. the miftake in the .,\,<?rds . . -.'. , , .. , 

of. the fen~ence, has moftunfortunaiely .ob-

literated all meaning. fromi it's appHcati{)n. 

• 

• 

• 

, 
• • 1 • '. O,r~ 

• 

I 

• 
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Or, did the mifrake arife, not from any 
imperfeaion in your SIGHT, but from the 
much greater misfortune, of a cataraa fOI'Ill­

ing upon your REASON? Did you conclude, 

that if, eloquence ;lIA y exift without a pro~ 

portion able degree of knowledge, it necef­

farily MUST do fo in JUI-. Burke? Now 

though this can never be admitted as a 

legitimate deduaion, till .. every jaft princi--
pJe of logic be firft deftroyed, yet even an 
alfent to this inference, would neither di­

miniili Mr. Burke's authority, nor increafc 

yours • . For· even ftrip him of all his elo­

quence, . which kills at every frroke, and 

leave him· only his wifdom; be would frill 
be but like Pallas robbed of her fpear. 

but wbofe JEgis alone will frrike her op­
ponents dumb in confufion, horror, and 

difmay.*' But 
• 

*' 1vk Burke will I hope· excufe me if. I make 
. 

an exception, in refpea to the impeachment of 

~Ir. Halliugs, where he feems to have dipped the 

point of his [pear in venom, and to have· thrown 

away his ihieId. 

• 

• , 
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. But -perhaps, -as none oE the fuppofitions • 

vihich 1 have :;tlready: made; : can .furnifh 
-

even 'afhadow of a rearon for your adoption 

of this -firfr motto; .. there may.'frill: be-ano­

ther inference, .. which -you: may: -have de­

duced from it,:' ,vhich -may 'appear to you. 

to: evince. th e much;; greater . d~.rerende: dti~ 

to :the authority. of ;yo~r' name, -than' to' thai 

of Mr. _ Burke:: For> as- it is allbwed~: tll~t 
, -

eloquence MAY E X I S T without a p'roprotion'­
able degree of wifdom, you may perhaps 

therefore con dude, "that' in tnat,;mlud/ in 
, - . 

which;, NO ELOQU:eN/::E ExisTs, ,there. MUST 

n E ,the' HIGH EST:: HE G:REE of WISDOM.,' And , . -

inde,cd,: if this did -not. happen to-be ~an 

inference,. _which --, a - Tyro; in.-, the:' :-Soph's 

Schools -at - Cambriclgc,: : would 'laugh. at . as 
a 'qeduai~n. from fuchpremifes, .(no, won~ 

deI:. :therefort:; YOll,lament ~ in your letters. 

that the youth of your perruafion are not 

adinittM; into our :Univediiies) it w{)uJd- un-

. doubtedly, :hold forth to you, tlrc'pahn 'of 

fuperiority, and the garlan~_ df vi&ry .. For 

B, though 

• 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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though it muft be confeffed, that numbers 

can not forbear to lament, that your wri-
• 

tings are much too barren in argument, too 
fertile in inveaive, and too copious in af­

fenion, it. muft. likewife be acknowledged, 

that no one was ever daring enough, to 

have· the injuftice to accufe you, of exhi­
biting in them at any time, even the faint­

eft glimmer, of the dimmefi: ray of ELO­

QUENCE. 

• 

'Vhatrenders this lail: conjefrure of mine, 

the more .probable, is, that this deduaion 

which I now fuppofe you to have made, 

appears to be not only a current opinipn, but 

even an univerfally. received axiom amongft 

all thofe living authors, :who are either ho": . 

noured with encomiums from your pen,. 

or who offer up incenfe at your fhrine. 

It was indeed fOlmerly fuppofed,' that 

an UN ION, of the faculties of MEMORY, 

IMAGINATION, WIT, J U D G EME N T, 
• 

• B L 
REASONING, 

• 

-

• 

; 

J 
/ 

• . . 
• 

• 
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, 

REASONING, SAGACITY, INTELLECT, and 

of INVENTION,' long employed in deep 

thinking and profound inveftigation, could 

alone qualify anyone to become a writer; 

and that as every man's fmaHeft pretence 

to literary reputation, mull be founded upon 

fome participation of thefe qua1ities,~ fo, the 

refpeaive degrees in fame, to which dif· 

ferent individuals were entitled, muft be 

eftimated, by the various rays~ into' which 

their genius could be' ;refolved, when dif • 
• 

entangled from the almoft infinite variety 

of modes of combination, in which thofe 

rays are capable of being blended. 

Upon there principles it is, that HOMER and 

VIRGIL, DEMOSTHENES and CICERO, S6-

.cRATES, PLATO, and ARISTOTLE, SHAKE­

SPEAR and MILTON, BACON and 'BERK­

LEY, NEWTON and LOCKE, muft be ele­

vated to the higheft feats in the temple of, 

fame. 

B 2 

, 

, 

, 

, 

, 

But, 
, , 

• 

, 

• 

, 

• , 

, 
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-

But, the great LIBERALITY- of SENTI­

MENT, of the prefent age, of whicb;, we 

hear from you, and otb~r writers, fuch 

_ frequent and juft encomiums, has,· very 

-kindly difpenfed with the neceffity, of fet. 

ting forth a title to genius, by means, .which 

demand· fo much labour from the claim­

ants,- and- require Io -much nice difcrimi­

nation in the judges. For, the -prefent en­

lightened age; jufily fo denominated as every 

fchool boy knows _ upon claffical authority, 
• 

(as, Lucus _ a non luccndo,) have found, fome 

nearer, though crooked and fubterraneous 

paths to the temple of fame. :By -pa~ng 

along thefe, and by frequent and importu­

llate- applications at the doors of [orne' of 

the lower offices of the fane, they gain free 
admittance, ami are foon led up by a fe­

cret afcent into the moft fpacious - and 

.fplendid apartments of the place. Whilft 

they, who by the plain an.d dinE{; -path ap:. 

proa<.:h the central door, which always frands 
,open, and enter without courting the por-

ter, 

--

• 



, 

, 

ter,are' obliged: toremain.crouded in ·tbe 
• 

narrow . entries and paffages of the edifice. 

·But· no fooner has Death' with Time: affert:. 
• 

ed their claims,. than the 'latter, ,by: their 

retheiial nature mount aloft, and 'are ihen 
venerated. as the guides, ·the guardians, :arid 

enlighteners, of mankind. Whilft the putrid 

carcafes of the Tormer,' are thrown ,out in 

fcornful £lIenee, to be :devbured~y r: t:h~ 

fowls: of.. the air, ani:l. ;the beaRs· .of' the 

field, .unlefs fame future: author, . .fhotild 

from mere .pity· and .eompaffion, afterwards 

gather their. fealtered limbs together; place 

them .in the niches of .fame future Biogra­
phia BTitannica, and embalm them, with 

all the gums and unguents, , which. ·befmear 

the bodies of Egyptian : Kings. . : : 
.. t ." . ~ 

This is· one of the happy improvements, 

which we, owe, to the flood of light, pour'-

ed in upon us, in -modern times. So that even 
, 

y6u Sir,· who, are now upon thefe princi-

ples, 'upham. upon the firongefi' waxeneo 
• 

WIngs 

'. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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wings of modern fame, and who, if we 

believe your own writings, are much wifer 

than the ApoftIes; even you, need never 
to be in fear, left you fhould be rebuked 

-with the cenfure that the apoftIe Paul was, 

that "mu.:h learning has made )'OU mad." 

But, were there indeed another GREY 

to appear, w~o had with much application 
fo ftrengthened, and cultivated his native 

vigour, as with eafe to vault upon the 

back of Pegafus, and could turn and ma­

nage him as he pleafed; HE would be 

hooted at by the majority, and miftaken for 
a Centaur. Or, were another BERKELEY 

to arife, and pour forth the ftreams which 

be had imbibed from the very depth of 

the Pierian Spring, too refined for the tille, 
and too fubtle for the palate of modern 

times; his genius, would with all the de­

licacy of modern wit be ridiculed; . and 

his infpirations be fiigmatized, and con­

demned, as the intoxicating. fumes of the 

infpiring 

• 

• 
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• 
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infpiring Bacchus, or as the frantic' ravings 
of the Pythian Prieftefs. . 

Though the difcovery, which I 

ready related, be certainly the 
haveal· • • , 

brighteft 
which has been made by the moderns, "yet 

it muft not be concealed, tl)at there is 

another, which indeed. followed from it as 

a. con[equence; and which truly. if not 

quite [0 ingenious, is at leaft equally, ufe. 
fuJ. '. ,. . 

L " " . " . , . , , 

. For it has been foun~j that the: :world "is .. 
at pr~fent [0. faturated with knowledge: anq. 
wi[doffi, that. BOOK-WRITI:NG is inQ,,~on.ger 

, 

therefore ,of any value; an,d it. h~s, there-

f9re been. ingenioufly refolyed: to fl:lb~i,t~t"e, 
• 

in it's plac,e, . BOOK-MA.KIN.G.: N:oth~ng cer­
tainly can redound more to the ,honqur '9f 

the humanity of th~ .prerent time~,; tha~ 
• • 

this refolution of favi,'i1g allexpence .• of 

thought; and. con[eq~ent1y; all; th~ fatigue 
• 

of mind, and ~aceratiol) of the ~ody; which 
" 

fo , . . 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

" 

, 

, 

• 

\ 
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fo in~h.· harraffe'd . the anticnts. For b1 
this admirable difcoverj',.· every- .one . ndw 

who can but read, is rendered qualified at 

o'n'ce, . to be'coIne'" a. critic, and' an author . 
• • • - • • • • 

• • • • . . - . " . 

• - t- • " • 

are however certainly two degrees,- which 

ate often confounded by the vulgat~ -; For~ 

the fame teims of.' commendation~ ·viz. of 

ingenuity, .a..lld· of. learl!ing. are·.often indif~ 

criminateIy befiowed upon both; not a doubt 

being entertained whether thofe terms, arc 
with" juftice. applicable to: either.' Th'e 'one 

fpeties:' (0 littie: requires the ufe of a' peri ; 
• • •• 

that anyone who was never ;even·taugbt 
. .' - . . . 

to' write, may tife in it, . to the very apex 
• •• 

of fame. A: ftrong inlhument of. iron, whe ... 
'. ~ . .. . 

tbet fafhioned· into' the form '0£ a ·knife; or 
. -.-
of fdifars, if it" be ·out able to cu't the 

- . -. 
works -of other ,vilters in pieces,' and" fome 

. ..' 
flout and water, condenfed riitcipaI'le finn - . -. . 

" enough to join together again' the f' disjeEl'i, 

-

. .,. . 

n llf.em1n:a Poetce," are all the acquifitions 
. 
• 

• 

-

which 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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which are requifite for any, one,. wQo'Would 

reach the higheft ,excellence in this· branch 

of the, art. The bther,. it mufi be' coIi­

felted, 'demands from it's cultivators,~ a : little 

more labour.' : For in this cafe, the perfon 

who' would . Impart . fOQd to' others, niuft 

firft· fwallow it himfelf; and theil, .before 
, 

it; has at all . contributed to; his own DU-. , 

• 

trition, he muft with foine pains and fl:rug­

gles difgorge it, and arrange it in f?me 

decent order, fo tbat -, the heterogeneous 
, 

morfels. may not. offend the ftomachs, of 
, . . 

his guefts. Or, perhaps, this latte~ fpecies 

'of BO'OK-MA,KING, may with more decorum 
, . 

be' compared, to thofe pafteboatds which - . . 

are- invented for the ufe of children, and 
" . . '. . . 

are 'called geographical dijJeEled 'lItaps.· There, 

whilft they are fhut up in their boxes" are 

a mere "rudis indigljlaqzte Moles," exaaly 
. . , . . - . 

retembling the juxta pofitiol1 of the ideas 
, ... . . 

bf a b.qok~maker, 'while depofited in his ine-· ,'.' ~ ." 

mory;. but both which, the mof!: ignprant, ,. , ,.' , . , . 
may by. a very flight, operatiqn, and con,. 

· .- - . '. . 

C fequently 

• 

" 

• 
• • 

, 
• 

, 

• 
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fequently one very ~afily learned, withouE 

knowing any' thing of the boundaries and 

relations of countries in the one, or of the 
conneaion between the fciences in the other, 

arrange in. fuch . order, as to teach fome,. 

. thing ,at leaft by this mechanic procefS; 

which, the weaknefs of the learners intel. 

leas, would be incapable of acquiring, by 
• 

a fcientific progreffion. 

. . 

I truft Sir, that YOU J. do not conceive 
• 

. me to be at all wandering from the parti. 
. .. 

cular fubjea of my addrefs, by this thort, 
. .. 

but juft account of the difcoveries of mo-
. . 

clem authors; as it has -certainly the clor-
. . 

eft conneaion with your Letters to M,-. 
• • 

Burke. * He being a writer entitled to fame .. 
. -

only 

2 By modem Authors, I hope it will lie urr­

derllood. I mean only, certain writers in the South­

ern parts of this HIe. For, in the more Northern, 

the Authors when they err, err ingenioufly; frill 
continuing to habituate themfelves to much deep 

• 

- , thinking; 

, 

• 

• 
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• 

(jnly upon the old exploded' claim of the anti • 
• 

ents. Whilft you; Sir, are at' orice the 
• 

great difcoverer, and grand exemplar of the 
• • • • • 

much more iIluftrious . modification of the 

claim, by the moderns. You fianding in­

difputably 'the firfi in fame amongfi 'the 
.. ' 

pre[ent 'c1afs of writers, which I have' been 
• 

lafi defcribing; not only for the excellence, 
• • 

but likewife, without even excepting' Dr • 

, 

• 

Hill of famous memory,' for the multipli-
, 

city, and multifarioufnefs of your works . 

• 

But fhould you perchance at prefent, de· 
· 

ny that there is any conneaion, ,between 

this delineation and the fubjea of your 

letters, I do not defpair in my progrefs,. to 

make even you for once confefs, that you 
are mifiaken; notwithftanding your conftant 

habit of congratulating yourfelf upon a vic. 
, 

C 2 tory, 

thinking; they have as yet exhibited. but few' traits 
of their neighbours wonderful improvements. in the 

craft, art, trade, and xnyftery of BOOK-MAKIN G. 

, 

, .. 
, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

, 
• 

• 

/ 
• 
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tory, and of ordering your followers to 

ling Io Pcean, when all the reft of the 

world are witneffes of your defeat. '* I am 

perfuaded the film will foon be fa entirely 

removed from before your eyes, that you 

will fee, <c L1.u;e el'l"ri!l5," that the forego­

ing ohfervations, not only form a proper 
• 

introdu8ion to an examination of your let-

ters, but that the examination itfelf, will 
likewife illuftrate, and confilm the ohfer­

vations. Both of them, hy their mutual 

attraaion, giving durability to each others 

cohefion, and adding folidity to each others 

weight. 
• 

Before, however, I conclude this letter, 

it may not perhaps be unneceffary to ob­

viate a charge, with which, I may very 

probably be arraigned in my account of 
the 

. . 

if See the Controverfy betw'een the Bifhop of 
• 

St. David, and Dr. Prielliey. 

, 

• 

• 



• 

• 

, 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

1.h~ genius, and invention, of the prefent timeg. 

To have: paifedby unlloticed, the purfuits 

of .·ELECTR.ICITY, and CHEMIS.TI\Y, which 

not only fo much occupy the attention of 

the prefent age, but which;.it is .conceived, 
'will entitle it to the higheR celebrity in 

• 

future times, it will perhaps be [aid, could 
only arife either from the groife{l igno-

• 

rance, or the moil: flagrant injufiice. . But 

] can mofi folemnly aifur~ [uch .. accufers. 

• ~hat no· one, ,is more ready than' I·. am, 

to befiow on fuch refearches, all 'the praife 

:which is due to them; and: that no one 

would more· rejoice than I fhould, to fee 

them fo far purfued,. that from the' col­

leaion of a multitude of particular faas. 

fuch principles fhall be educed, as will 

fupply firm foundations, for the ereaion of 

thofe fafhionable il:udies~ into fabrics of. fci­
ence. Though I cannot however forbear at 

the fame time, moll: fincerely to lament~ 
. . 

that other.' fcienceshave hithertorecdved 
. . 

much injury from the prefent fond predi-

leaion, 

, 

-

• 

, • 

, 

, 

, 

" 

, 
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• 

• 

leaion, and WaIm partiality in favour of 

thofe purfuits. For,whilft their almoft bi~ 

gotted admirers, have had; not the work of 
Architdi;s, but only as it were of Labour~ 

ers to perform, having had more call for 

the ufe of their hands and eyes, than of 

their REASON and INTELLECT, yet the 

fame which has been beftowed upon them 

by the kind indulgence of a partial public, 
bas fo inflated them with the conceit of 

their own merit, greatnefs, and importance. 

as to make them think themfelves entitled 
, 

to dogmatize upon far different fubjeBs, 

which are founded upon a very different 

fpecies of knowledge, than what they have 

really acquired; and requires the employ­
ment of very different faculties, from tho[et 

which they were wont to exercife. This 
falfe conceit however, it muft be confeffed~ 

ought not to be confidered as the peculiar 

charaBeriftic of this age and country. For 

though now BERKELEY is gone, we 1hall 

fearch in vain for another Plato, yet even 
• 
lfi . 

• 

• 



• 
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• 

in this divine Philofopher's time, we find, 

that the fame partiality for experiments 

upon fenfible objeas, had oeealloned the 

fame delirium at Athens, as it has finee pro~ 

duced in England. For, HE -tells us, there 
• 

were even then, SOME MEN, who FAN~ 

CIED themfelves to· be 'PHILOSOPHERS, 
cc wha would not believe, THAT could he ANY~ 

.. THING, which they could no!; GRASP, witk 

"their HAN D s, and who would not liJlen to 

"a Philofophe1', who '/poke to them if ANY­

cc THING, which was NOT. BODY." '* 

• • 

• 

• 
• 

• • • 

, I am, Sir, 

Yours, &c •. 
• 

· * See Plato in Sophifta,' and Priemey's Difqui-
• 

fition on Matters and Spirit, &c. 
• 

• . . 
• 

• 

• 

• 

'-,",,) 

El\RATUM.--Paile 10, lall 1. after Imaginatioll, add T~STE • 
• 

• 

• 

LETTER 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I 
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• . . 

. . .- . . --
• . . 

• • • 

. 

L·E T T . E' R II.' 
• 

• • • • • • • 

• _. '.- • - .' 

HOUGH I am fo unfortunate. as to 

.. entertain anopin.ion, that your _ firft. 
, 

and fecond Letter,. refemble batteries •. which 

are fo feeble in their conllruaion. and fo 

ill fupplied with ammunition, that an ad­

ver(ary may rafely pafs them by, regardlefs 

of every annoyance, they can pollibly give 
to his forces in their march, . I (ruft. to 

. 

your good nature; . and. 1iuelmtJfs for pard9n. 
.. . 

For, if I fho.ul~ boldly advance. -with:: ~y 

troops, at once to attack your principal forts, 

there to encounter your utmoft ftrength, and 
· . . 

fhould mifcarry in my defign;' mine, would 

be, tbe dt:feat, and fhame; .yours, th<: 

triumph, 

• 



( 25 ) 
, , ' • 

ttilitnph, and glory .. , . Should I. howevei' 
• • • • 

fucceed; I· fhall 'perhaps retUrn, and 'then 
. .. . -

demolifh ' thofe' batteries; which,' for 'theit 
.' . , . '" 

w(aknefs, I before; neglected; 'and' if I 
• • •• 

am :right in ' my' fitficonjecture~ I' ,fhaIl, I 
..1' . 

think, ::·find, ':that' mere firing off forik . of' 

their: gtins,: ,\rill caufe them' :to 'tumble' 'into 
• • , • f 

pie<ies~', eVen by ,the mere 'force of the 
• 

recoil. . ':' .. :; . ': • 
• 

: :ONE:ofyout PRIl-iCI~Ai:. tOR~S" which by 
. • t r • 

ftariding fuft{is mofi prominent to the fight~ 

is ci\lied, ~ " T.H E N A:'n)- REO F . Go v iiR ~ .; 
, , 

", .' .. 
" MENT, OR THE RIGHTS OF MEN' ANn OF 

"KINGS." Now the forces, which you have 
brotight:togeth~r, ,as;;the tole [uppott; lip on 

• '.' ..' • i 

whiCh· you rely' Jor ies defence; [eem to be, 

the in'tiff extraordinary, ': th~i:' ~ny one ,\Tho 
vauhts ! 'lliffifelf,' :upon;' 'his: '~biIities~ :as :a' ge~ 

, .. . . . , ) 

fietal~ "'could 'pambly "havF''feleEted. f'Aiid . ", ,. ' .. ' .~ 

even' ftiIF more[' 'extraordinarr . is '. it,' that 

,of 'ail fudl,:yo'u,2in,'patticula'r; fh~tild~h;a'ir~' 
.~~, ."., 

c;:hofen' them,'· who '!pride:: yburfelf; upon:::iil:' 
i , • 

i:i, .. D ways 

, 

• 

-

, 

, 

,., 

, 
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ways carrying on Jou:r P9le1lZics, t,md.er the ban .. 

ner ,of REASO~., F~r,it .is,: by, tllat power's 
peculiar predileaion for· you, the. :fupplies 
which ,it lends to you ,alone, an4)fs pa­

noply with ,which it has always: covered :you, 
that you boaft, you have, become via<;>rious 

, 

in ,all your engagements" and have tramp 

pJ~d underfqot. _ IIlfid~I,s. Jews. Chr.iftians, 
-Eifhops, and Apoftles. .. .. 

, 

, 

• 
, :But,' it, is now. time, perhaps; ·to «;Irop 

, 

all metaphor; and, quote hthf. ,pl~in Jan:. 

guage (fqr fo it is in thispla-ce)~f: your . 

Pamphlet.,. . ':,' .".. ,-: ::::.- :" ,,;.;:::: . 
" 

. , . 
" • , " .. , . 

• - , 
- , . 

. ' 

. -, You begin, with J~~Iing .¥r. Burke;, ~at; 
• • 

'~confideri~g how much" h.as : bee,n ·wfittf!Il . ' 

cc on the [object: '!?f ,gove!n~ent,; ~nl:e ~4e 
-

cc revolution in tpis cqun~ry,. ,w.hich ·mgre 
• • 

cc than any thing contributed ~o .. operr tll~ 
'. ' 

'! eyes of: Englifhmen~ with:.. refpe~., ~o the 
• 

'~true: principles ,of it,;,itis ,:nqt a !IittIe 
, 

(0. ext,ra~rdinary -that: C1,Dy, man,' of, nading . .' 

.. . .- • --.;. " and . : , 

, 
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", 1\'" 

(~·and rejleElion as . he is;" fhotild' . depart 
, - "r" 

« from them fa much· as- he' has ·'dolle;' .... ·· '-

i ,The only opfervationi: wh'ich· I' fuci.U 'rmike 
• • 

upon this paffage -at· prefeht, ·is,: thafthe 

inferting' of, the word "ReJleElion" wbic'h: it 
contains; feems to have arifen fronia: :mere 

• • • 

Dip of;your pen. For; . V{e tnuft; neceffa-

rili infer, only from' thenex'tparagrapli 

butane ;'that you do. IiI-aT "think it' ex':' 

traor4,inary, that Mr; Burke,' fu6uld 'llave 

deviated from thore' 'principles,~ I>y thea:id 

of (C ReJleElion i'but,. t·hat as this; was· ·in 
reality, the caufe of ·his departure: .from 

them: . that he, is, in, your opinion, for 

that ,very reafon, deferving of cenfure, . 

becaufe he did reJleEl upon _ them, arid not 
, 

take them for granted; as you think,- he 

ought to have done. . .: 
• •• • 

• • ." .... . -

For, after laying down what you fuppofe 

to be tlfe fundamental principle of govern­

ment, ~ccording to Lord Somers, Mr. Locke; 
" ,;.' D 2 , and 

, 

• 

• 

, 
• 

-

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, 

?Dd Bifuop Hoadley, you 
your[eIf to Mr.: Burke.) 

fay, 
• 

L 

( addreffing 
• 
• 

. cc You, Sir, do ~ot direaIy, and in f() 
"many words deny· thefe great principles 

"of all government, or the general' con~ 

"elution drawn from. them. In faa, you 

" admit them all·when you allow, page 87. 

"that civil fociety . is made. for the advantage. 
. . 

<C of man." "But you advance what is re-
o • 

cc ally inconfifient with there leading prin-

«ciples, and. you would tie up our hands. 

"from making any iffeElually uft if them,. 

cc You: feem to have. forgotten, what you 

<c mull have formerly learned; but· it is 
"too late fir 'US to go ;to fchool again, and 
(' relearn the fi1fl elements if political fcience. 
<.' ,\Vhat our predeceJfors took great pains t() 

"PROVE, we 1UJW receive as AXIOMS, and. 
U WITHOUT HESITATION ACT upon them." 0 

• • 

Now, however divided men may be in 

. their fentiments upon this Paragraph, i.n 
ref pea . 
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, ' • 

refpea to it's truth; fo'-far as it 
~ •• •• A 

contams 

a charge againft. Mr. 'Burke,' and 
, 

the rea-

fons tip on which, you have grounded it; 

yet I doubt ~ot, but they 'will be as ,una­

ninlOuily,' free' from ',hditation.' in' believing 
this : laft' declani.tion,', of' yours, refpe&ing 

, yourfelf. and your friends, as' you, and 'any 

of them can poffibly be in making, and 

aEling, in the 'ftriaeft conformity with it. 
, 

, , , 
, 

In reference to Mr. Burke;' this, Para­

graph certainly, upon firft "looking" through 

"it,'~ appears 'to accure 'him only .of for­

geifidnifs 'of thofe principles; which you 
, , 

fuppore him to have forfaken. Buf.if, to 

our looking, we add the flighteft confide­

'ration' upon it,' we 'fee, moft clearly ~ that 

it' alfo' contains (as I juft' now' hinted) an 

f.q~al condemnation of, hIm, if upon' RE-' 

FLECTION HE has changed thofe feniimehts, 

which YOU STILL' ,maintain. ,For, by 'the 

declaration of your own' condua, you', cen­

fure that man as unwire, who examines af ... 
, , terwards 

, , 

, 

, 

, 

, ' 
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terwards, what he was taught at {chool, and 

condemn it as an impropriety in an old 

man, even to DOUBT the truth of an opi­

nion, which, he had learned, when he was 

a boy. This certainly is an idea, diame-

. trically oppofite to the fentiments, and prac­

tice of the wifeft of the antients, which 

likewife every fchool-boy muft have been 

taught, who, has made even but· a very 

fmall progrefs in learning; but, which it 

feems, YOU, YOURSELF with all your p"re­

dile&ion for your infant knowledge, and 

cenfure, upon Mr. Burke, for his fuppofed 

failing in this refpea; have either forgot­
ten, or difcarded. 

'Whether therefore, Mr. B's dereli&ionof 

his youthful principles, have arifen from 

the fterility of his prefent memory, or the 

copioufnefs of his manly Refleaions, nei­

ther caure, is fufficiently unufual, to excite 
• 

either wonder, or furprife. The one, I 

mull confefs, from" the vail treafures," which 
we 

• 

-
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,~e . fee Mr. B .. continually bringing· foriIi 

from the repofitory of his memory, does 

not appear to me; to be' the real caufe, 

. though you have .affigned it. And the' 

other, . has always been efteemed, deferv':' 

ing' of Jhe higheft :approbation; except' bY. 

Popes and Cardinals, 'till you condemned 

it. That they fhould:feel" a difiike to fuch 

a . condua,: we cannot wonder, becaufe there 

(eems . to be . the moft· perfeCt eleEtive at':" 

t,-aElion; between that fentiment, arid their 

(>ther. religious. opi,nidns. But that -you, Sirj 

fhould exprefs the flightefi. tendency to fudi 

a . fent;i~ent, that you fhould embrace' fudi 

a tenet, and deliver fuoh a' dogma, as the 

quotation from your own letter contains, 

muft excite in everyone,. not o'nly :the 

high eft degree of furprife, but likewife :of 

aftonifhment. You, :Sir, . whofe other prin'", 

ciples. and- eondua a~e of fuch a kind; ~that 
• • 

not :only fuch a fentiment, can n'ever: pro-

duc~:. with .. them, the. fmalleft eH'ea of.: a 
chemical" Jolution, but .muft· by 'their: inu.:,: 
. , tual 

• 
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wal . repnIfion hurft the containing veIfei, 

You, Sir, whofe theological lucubrations are 

founded upon a maxim, the very reveife 

of . this; I mean, the actually unlearning, as 

you advance into the winter of age, ALL that 

you were taught, in the feafon of. youth. . 

, 

• •• 

It would be. a curious fpeculation to 
inveftigate, and I doubt not but. noble 

fruit, would be the reward. of the: labours 

were any pne to difcover, from ~vhence 

has arifen this inveterate prejudice of yours, 

in favour of the writers upon government, 

and your prejudice equally ftrong. again& 

the writers, upon the New. T4l.ament? 

What has made you, a thus open and· 

declared bigot to the iifallibility _of LOCKE': 

and fEll mGre and more a fleptic as to 

the authority of CHRIST, and.· his· Apos­

TLES? . Surely we may apply to. you the 

obfervation of Horace, "nil fuit unquam 

"tam i!Dpa~ fibi;" for, . without meaning tci 

give you. !lny offence. fuch ~ chara.aer muit 

be 

• 



• 

• 

• 
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be uncommon; and whatever is. uncoIfi~ 

mon, ufually excites our admiration . 

• 

But Sir, I can fo ,eafilyconceive, that 

Mr .. Burke may differ from Mr. Locke's 
• • 

principles in his treatife on government, 

without forgetting them, that I am utterly 

unable' to conceive, how they can poffibly 

be . admitted by anyone, who' has been 

previoufly habituated to much thought and 

deep refleilion,bePJre he happens to rea:d 

them, either in c,Onfequence of his own 

choice, or in obedience .to the command 

of his tutor. That Mr. Locke, muft al­

ways :frand defervedly very high, in 'the 
temple of. fame, it would be folly or in­

juftice :to deny. But, that he was not AL­

WAY. S clear in his firfl principles" ~or 'right 
in his deduElions fr.Om' them, even. in AN Y 

of his works, and 'more particularly in thofe, 

upon ·C'lV 1 i co v E'l~ N M.E NT. :may be alfen­
ed with truth, becaufe it is capable of 
demonftration. And I muft confefs. I was 

E fcarcely 

, 

• 

• 
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• 

• 

fcarcely ever more furprifed in my life', 

when upon reading the ingenious "E;.{fay~, 

" (entitled) philifophical, hijlfJrical, and moral," 

I found the Author, I do not mean com­

bating the lively remarks of Soam, Jenyns, 
for they are more ludicrous, than convin~ 

cing; but ferioufly defending Locke's noti­

ons; "THAT ALL MEN ARE BORN FREE," 

and alfo "EQUAL;" who at the fame time, 

with fo much ingenuity of obfervation, and 

force of argument, has refuted what he 

terms, "the grrfs error," and the "egregi­
"ous blunders" of Dr. -Price •. 

This fuppofed natural .freedom, and na­

tural equality of mankind, are the fources 

from which thofe NATURAL RIGHTS muil: 

be drawn, of which we hear fo much, but 

have been taught fo little; and which, when 

the modern great advocates for them, are 

urged- to explain, inftead of defining, they 

content themfelves with only repeating the 

• word~ 

-

-
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words over again, , without giving us the 
flighteft elucidation of their meaning • 

• 

, Now Sir, as YOU have NOT ventured 

yourfelf down the WELL, where, TRUTH is 

faid to keep her refidence at the bottom, 
and drawn up from thence, firfl principles 

. - . . 

for your[elf; permit me for a time, to 
• 

take my leave of you, and to accompany 
• 

Mr. _ Locke, for whofe' abilites, I have the 

higheft refpea, though I am not, as you 

are, "addiElus jurare in verba Magijlri." 

I am, Sir, 
• 

Yours, &c. 

P. S. You will, I hope, excufe the li­
berty I have taken, in tranfpofing the or­
der, in which, the names of LOCKE and 

HOADLEY, Rand in your letter. For, though 

I have a great refpea for high rank, I have, 
E2 a 

• 

• 

• 
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• 

a much greater veneration for fuperior ge­

nius; and therefore I did not choofe, to put 

as you have done, the fcholar before the 
• 

maller. LOCKE was certainly, a great genius, 

and though I am not difpofed, in imitation 

of you and tlie Pedians, to worfuip the 

fun; yet, I confider the rays of Locke's 
genius, . as colleaed into a focus in his 

writings, imparting light to Bifhop Hoadley, 
. like, the· beams of the heavenly luminary, 

con centred in a convex glafs, kindling into 

a contention, between blaze and fmoke,­

fame of the mere common flubble of the field. 

LETTER 



• 

• • • • 

• 

LETTER Ill. 

SIR , 
• 

Mufi beg leave to obferve, that from the 

firfi moment of my tafiing Mr. Locke's 

princip:es upon government, they never ap­

peared to me, to have by any means the 

fame flavour, with thofe which come from 

the. well of truth. For when, having firfi 

carefully . feparated the ideas annexed, to 

the words, « the natural freedom and equa­

"lity of mankind," from all the extraneous 
matter mixed with them, and we have put 

them into a well-clofed alembic,. we fhall 

find the precipitation to confifi, only of this 

fimple, infipid, identical propifztion, as. the 

Logicians term it. Viz. that 'lUhi!fl men 

live 

-
, 
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live in a flate of nature, which is prior to 

the exiftence of wbat we call civil govern­
ment, mens aaions are not under any of 

thcfe POLITICAL reftraints, nor have men 

themfelves THOSE diJlinElions of ftation, which 

are created, when a government is' efta­

blifhed; , which is in faa, only to fay, that 

a ftate of nature, and a ftate of govern­

ment, are wt on(, and the Jame ftate, but 

different ones: And that the former is 

therefore, without all rules, laws, and re­

gulations, which exift in the latter. Cer­

tainly no ghoft was wanted to tell us this, 

becaufe it is implied in the very DE FI­

NITIONS of the TERMS. But, I cannot 

conceive in what other fenfe than the forego­

ing, it can be faid, that "men are b07'n free," 

except it be in this, which is as little to the 

purpofe,' that N A TU R E, or more properly 

the GOD of NATURE, has endowed them with 

.FREE'·WILL, or a POWER of choofing one 

thing, in preference to another. This indeed, 
- is 

. . 
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is certainly very true, and is therefore ad~ . 
mitted; but the fole queftion, relative to 

the NAT"URAL FREEDOM of mankind, is, his 

nat1lral freedom, as to the REAL EXERCISE 

of the POWER of ACTING, in CONGEQUENCE' 

of SUCH a CHOICE. And this, it is rna­

nifefi, is much Ids in a 'l1wn's power in 

it }late of nature, than even in a flatc 

of Jociety. And confequently his NATURAL, 

is for the moft part lefs, than his POL 1-

TICAL freedom. For this is the very cir­
cumftance, which from the firft exercife of 

reafon, upon long continued experience, 

prompts. men to unite together, and willing­

ly to fubmit to any, even the mqfl bur­

de11:fome rejlraints, which the very worft 
jpecies of civil govemment, can poffibly lay 

upon them, as far preferable, to thofe 

evils, which they endured in that ftate of 

anarchy. called, a }late if nature • 
• 

For, it may, with a much· nearer ap­

. proach to truth, be {aid, of almoft any 

other 
• 

• 

• 

• 
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. 

other animal, that he is born to aEl as he 
. 

chures; than of MAN. Man being of all 

animals, that, which is, from the necdJities of 

his nature in the greateft degree, and for 

the longefi time, not merely accidentall)" but 

even neceJJarily JulJjeEl to the authori0',· will, 
-;and controul of it's parents; and which fub­

jeRion continues in a fiate of nature even 

ftill longer, than in a ftate .of fa ci dy. 

But when he even becomes emancipated, 

from that fubjeRion, is he not ftill liable 

to be thwarted in the indulgence of his 

wifhes, and tbe execution of his intentions, . 

by every one, and therefore fubjeR to the 

controul of every one, who is either ji-tong­
er, more jkilful, or more cunning tban him­

felf? For will anyone contend, that all 

men are born, and continue equal in thefe 

qualities; any more than in thore of fia-
• 

ture, firaitnefs and beauty? In what .rifpeEl 

then, can we find men born EQU AL? And 

confequently in what other fenfe, than in 

the quibbling kind of fenre. (You will be 

fo 

-
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to good as to remember the quibble is not 
mine, but Mr .. Locke's,) which I have be­

fore mentioned, can they be faid to be 
born FREE? 

Befides) it is not only from each fepa­

rate individual, who is ftronger than him­
felf, that a man's aa~ons are liable to 

controul, in a flate of nature; but like­
wife, from every defigned, or cafual union 

of thofe, who may each of them, be in~ 

dividually WEAKER. . . 

For pleafe to look into the country, 
and there fee horfes, cows, fheep, and 

oxen, turned into their different paftures; 

. even amongft them, you will find fome 
• • 

one, of each fpecies, at firft trying his 

ftrength, and afterwards becoming lord, and 
mafter over the reft. If one alone how­

ever, fhould prove to be unequal to the 

conqueft, you will behold then, ./ome of the 
. . 

{honger, by union with each other, keep-
F • mg 

• 

, 

. ' . 
• < 
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• 

• 

ing the' weaker at a dilianee. and (orcing 

tbem to be content. ' with -the veryworft 

pillure .in the fel9. whilft ,the tyrants feed 
where they pleafe. and monopolize to them­

felves. the beft and fweeteft of the grafs. 

Take a view <>f them rome time after­

wards. when they have .gorged tbemfelves 

to the full. in the favourite fpot. and 
fpoiled what they have not eaten. you 

will then fee them driving away the others 

from the place. where they had before 

permitted them to graze. and for a time, 

will take polfeffion of it for themfelves. 

J uft [0. turn out men al[o, upon the great 

CO~H!oN of nature, i. e. conceive them 

to be placed in a flate of nature • . and in 

what. will confill the difference of their 

conduct, from that of other animals? In 
• 

nothing but this, that in proportion. as 

they have a greater ability, to contrive 

various means of gratifying their paBions.· 

, proud. covetous, and domineering ·over . , 
their [pecies, as other animals' may be; 

HEN 
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!II E N W'I L L B' E,,' fti\.l M (} R' E haugHty, ;,' 
MORE avanicious; . 'and MORE ty.rimnitah 

Totally unacquainted therefore, with the 

li".DRST PRI'NCIPLES of 'GO'VERNME,N'r, do 

all thofe appear to me' to· be, who· fup.:. 

pofe it to be. founded uponcvh(f'. fJiA'pip.iF 

N'E S'S, arifing from this' N' A:T'U R A V freedom" 

a11d: N A'T U R A L· equalily; of mani{)ine, if anY' 

can· be guilty of ruch an abufe of words, 

as; fo- to call them; Confequently' therefore: 

moft egregioufly miftaken, mull they be" 

who in the mofil crab.like, and retrograde 

procedure, are continually' meafuring. back, 

the RELATIVE P,Ell'F·EC·TIO'N of' eachgovevn-' 

ment; by the degrees of it's approxi­

mation, to man's imagined 0, R I 'G I· N A L 

F'REEDOM, and EQUALlT-Y in.· 3J·flate' # 
nature. 

, Where then are we to find, tllat rOot 

of NATUR!AL. R'IGHTS, fron}.· which, 'we' 

have .been told, the: trunk and branChes' 

F 2 of 

• 

-

, 

, 
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of all good governments, muft originally 

derive, their fturdy vigour, and umbrage~ 

ous fuade • 
• 

Perhaps it will be urged, in defence of 

Mr. Locke; for you are not jingular in 

preferring the authority of a name, to the 

force of an argument;, that though it may be 

gIanted, that fuch is the turbulence, and 

violence of a.flate 0/ nature, that in it, 
man cannot be [aid to be born indeed, to 

the aIlual exercifi of freedom; yet never~ 

thelefs, he may be truly faid, to be borl\ 

with a RIGHT to freedom of aaion, in 
confequence of his free-will. 

But, this, is only the fame as to fay, in 

other worris, that all men have a RIGHT 

upon all occafions, when they choofe it, 
to do wrong, though, all men when they 
choofe it, have a RIGHT to prevent it • 

For, if every man has a right to every 

thing he CHOOSES, then it follows. .that 

every 
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every man has a Tight to hurt, orki11 every 

man, when he choofes; though every man 

choofing not to be hurt, or !killed; has an 

equal 1-ight to refift. If this be not NON­

SENSE; I mufr confefs, I know not, WHAT 

IS. SO that at laft, all this cloud of 

duft, which has been raifed by' the puffing 

advocates, for the NATURAL RIGHTS OF 

ME N, fettles into this identical propofition. 

only that man in a frate· of nature, can do 

a thing, when he has a power to do it: 

or that when he is not controuled, he is 

free to aEl. 

For, fuppofe a man in a ftate of na­
ture, fhould attempt to perform an aRion, 

which, a {honger man than he, FORBIDS 

him to do, upon pain of lofing his life; 

, what LAW, what AUTHORITY, , what 

RULE, what· PRESCRIPTION, what PER­

MISSION, can the weaker plead, for doing 

it? If, for inftance, as he is about to 

carry horne the animal, which he himfelf 

had 

, 

• 

. . 



had killed in the chace; another who is . 
• 

ftronger, and has been hunting with him,· 

chufes to take it from him, what I'LEA of. 

RIGHT can the fOIlner ufe? ,If he fhould­

urge, that he is hungry, the latter· may. 

ufe exaRly the fame plea. If the one plead 

his labour, and danger in going out in. 

purfuit of it;. the other may plead, his; 

equal labour and danger in Doth thefe 

circumftances. If the one, plead his RIGHT, 

to it, from KILLING it; the other may· 

with juft as much rear on, claim it on the 

plea, of his VICTo.RY, in TAKING it from 

him. For, if, he who killed it, urge as a 
plea, that it is·· his PROPERTY, becaufe he 

killed it;. then, this alfertion is either ab,.. 
furd, or muft imply fome CONVEoNTION; 

• 

and co.ufequently, fome SPECIES of GO-

VERNMENT amongft certain.. perfous;: who,.. 
• 

have agreed to fuffer every: one .to. enjoy 

U7I:JTI.OleJled, the prey, which lze himfelf has 

killed. For without fuch a convention, NO.; 

?ROP ER TV tau poffibly. exift; :and confe-

quently 

• 



• 
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1 h f' • 'quent y t ererore NO -RIGHT, 'prevIous to 

fome league or covenant -between men, 

which fame have ,agreed to adhere to, and 
-

,to fupport, by fame common .FORCE, againft 

:any infringement; which -union conO:.itute& 

a fpecies of government. -From nature then, 

men may have POSSESSIONS; but it ili­

from GOV·ERNMENT alone, ,they can derive 
• their CLAIM to them, as RI-:;HTS • 

• . -
, 

I too well know already, -and I fear 

I fhall experience it yet more fully, how 

-extremely difficult, it is fo far to over­

come men's PRE1'OSSESSIONS, much more, 

to ,conquer their PREJUD1CES, fo as to 

·.makethem, accurately, and clem"ly to dif­

cern, the GROUNDS and :PRINCIPLES of 
,this reafoning.; becaufe, from infancy they 

learn, to conceive the praElices, and prin-

_ ciples, which are moO:. C01nmon in aftate of 
gavernment, and fodety, to 'have univer­

Sally exiO:.ed, previous to that frate. Few, 

very few, tbeing difpofed to give them-

felves 
• 

• 

• 

" 

• 
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felves the trouble of labouring up to the 

fources of that NILE. from which. fuch 

rules and praCtifes fpring. Though even, a 

poet, I mean, Horace, in his third Jalire, 
might with the aid of a little of their own 

refleCtion, have taught them better. The 

palfage begins, "quum prorepferunt primis 
cc animalia terris." The whole is too long 

to tranfcribe, and I {hall therefore refer 
, 

you for the remainder, either to the book, 

or to your own memory. 

From thefe premifes, then, it neceffa­

rily follows; that before, we can with any 

PROPRIETY, TALK of RIGHTS; we muft 

firft fuppofe. fome CLEAR and DEFINITE 

RULE of aEtion; by fome means, or other, 
to EXIST. For, we can no more fay, 
that arry aCt is RIGHT, or WRONG,. with­

out the exillence of a RULE of CONDUCT, 

with which we can COMPARE it; than we 

can fay, a thing is STRAIT or CROOKED. 

without MEASURING it, by fome LINE, 

either 
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either fenfi~le, or imaginary. But ina 
MERE STATE of NATURE, who has autho­

t:ity tei lay down a rule ; by an adherence 

to which, or aberration from - it, MEN'-S 

-ACTIONS are to be denominated, either 

!tIGHT, or WRONG?- The mere fuppo:lition 
of the exiftence of fuch an authority; is 
totally irreconcileable with, contradiaory, 

and oppoute to the very ideas, which are 

comprehended, under the words, "A S TAT 1'. 

« OF N ATURB." 
• 

For, where, fuch an authority is; there 

likewife fome government is; .and, if, this 

authority be in a :lingle man, whether it 

-be vefted in him by others, or ururpe~ 

:byhimfelf, HE is a MONARCH. If-it be 

maintained, -that though there may be no AU­

THoRlTy' to command obedience to them. 

yet, S'UC-H RULES may be eftablifhed by 

'MUTUAL AGREEMENT. We may anfwer, 

what does itav.ail, to lay down a rule, 
~r rules- of conduCt, which, no man, . is 

- - G COMPELLABLE 

-

-

-
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£OMPELLABLE to OBEY; becaufe, no mat!" 

has power to enforce them. For, if you 

go on further, and fuppofe; that they 

may, by a mutual compaa, determine to 

PU N ISH any, who tranfgrefs the ru\es, to 

which they have agreed; you once more 

return to a fuppofition, abfolutely repug­

nant, to the very idea of a fiate 0/ nature; 

as this, likcwife fuppofes a government to 

exijl; the fpecies of which, is wholly po­

pular, or in fame meafure, partaking of 

the republican, oligarchical, or. ariftocrati-

cal forillS. 

,V hat therefore, in a STATE OF NATURE, 

can pollibly give the impulfe to men's ac­

_tions, (the la'lJ.:iul authority of the paren!;. 

and accidental compul.fzon of another ex­

cepted) but the FIRST PRINCIPLES of our 

nature; our injlinEls. appetites, dejires, pof­
jions; and the conclujions of our reaJon, as 

to the cbice, of the refpeaive indulgence 

of them, in any particular cafe? For the 

fake 

• 

• 
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fake of the RECTITUDE,of what RULE, 
• • 

then, can men by any MOTIVE be indu-

ced, to FOREGO; their own indulgence in 

anydefire they can gratify; though they 

Ih'JUld even take from another, an objeR 
• 

of gratification; which had 'been ever. fo 
• 

long in his poffeffion? • 

• 

, 

, , 

. If fuch, be the natural, and eq1lal free-

dom of all mankind; it is abfurd, to talk. 

of 1'ights, in [uch a Rate; becaufe, it is 

only a Rate of licence, to every man, to 

do hurt to every man, where, his power 
can fecond his'· inclination. 

But, you Sir, and fome others,will per­

llaps readily fay, that the queRion i I . hav~ 

afked, in the foregoing paragraph~ is furely . 

very eafily refolved: even, without the 

neceffity of fuppofing the exiftence of ANY 

It U LE, to direR men, but merely; by that 

very FACULTY of .REASON; which I do 

not deny, but even have admitted to exift. 

in fuch a frate. 
G 2 r 

, . 

• 

• 

• 

.' 
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. I am forry however, to fay; that futh 
ali anfwer, would betray a total ignorance. 
of the meaning of the PRINCIPAL TERM, 

which it contains. For, one would think. 

as it is here employed, and as indeed, we 

bear, and fee numbers, ·every day, apply­
ing it; that REASON was a weapon be­

flowed upon us, by which, we can, at 
any time ftibdue the inllinfu, defires, in­
clinations, and paffions of our nature; like 

a club, in the hand of a favage;. by 
which, he may knock down, the beafts of 

the forell. 'V-hereas in truth, the· POWER 

of REASON, as it relates to our condua, 

is nothing eIfe, but that FACULTY, with 
which, nature has endowed us, to COI\!­

l'ARE the feveral modes of pleafure,: and 

pain, "iith each other, which infiigate· us 

to aaion; and, fo to enable us, to difcern, 

from memory of our paR: experience, which 

mode in every inftance, furpaffes the reft; 
.Dr bow each of which, e~ceeds· the other, 
in DURATION, and INTENSITY, COMBr.,. 

NED • 

• 
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1>1 ED. When, we make this ,comparffon, then, 

we are faid to rea:Jon"; and, if we choofe, 

the a;c.quifition of that pleafureJ or th~, 

avoidance of that pain, which upon 'Cucb. 

an eftimate, is, ,the, greatefl; we, are faid 

to have made a ,mtional choice; or, toaEt: 

rationally. But, whilft men then, have only 

their infiin8:s, appetites, and paffions, to 

urge them on to a8:ion; when no ?noTal 
Jcience exifis;' when no laro, nor rule if 
aElion is, if.lllituted, for the dire8:ion of 

man'scondu8:j , R'EASON is of no 11:fe to 

man, ,but, to enable him, to choofe out 

of thofe iriflinEls, appetites, and pa.Jfions; tltat, 
to -which'in any particular cafe, he lliould 

give ,the' preference to follow;R,EASoN 

being furnifhed (in the cafe fuppofed) only 

with the· objeEl:s of .thofeinftin8:s, . &c" 
, 

out of which, it can direEl: the will to 

choofe. , , 
" . 

" ' 

Thus forinfiance, a: .. man mayindeeil. 

be fometimes reftrained, from -[orc·ibly feiz-
• 'lJlg 

• 
• 
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ing fomething in the poffeffion of another, 

by dread of the fuperior firength of the in­

dividual, at the moment of an open ·attack; 

or deterred, from privately taking it away, 

by fiar of a fpeedy or a lingering R E-' 

VE~GE. For, a STATE OF NATURE, is 

only a COSTlSUED fcene of CONTENTION, 

from O?POSI:>:G PASSIONS. 

- But then, though he may certainly here, 

very properly be [aid to reaJon; yet, what 

conjlitutes his TeoJoning, but, the making a 

compariJon between the deured good, and 

the apprehended evil? And, what re[uits' 

from his reafoning" in this cafe, or' is the 

eonclullon of rea[on, in re[pea to his con­

dua in this particular infiance? Nothing 

but this,· that the aRion is better avoided~ 

-becaufe, the probability of his incurring 

pain by fuch an aRion, is greater ~ than' 
• 

the probability of the acquifition of plea-

fure: or, that the '-ijk of fuffering the 

one, is a greater. evil, than the chance of 

enjoying the other, is a good. 
Will 



• ( 55 ) 

Will you then, Sir, who are not only 
• 

the difciple of Mr. Locke upon govern-

ment, but have profeffed to receive HIS 

OPINIONS as AXIOMS, maintain the E:lC­

ISTENCE of .certain cc INNATE MORAL 

PRACTICAL PRINCIPLES?" You may per­

haps, advance fa far, in defence of that 

fuppoiition, and certainly with as much 

cOTififlency as Mr. Locke has gone, as to 

fay, becaufe, HE has faid it; "that NO 

"MAN, has a RIGHT over the LIFE 01-

"LIBERTY of another, or to hurt him in 

"any refpefr whatfoever, unlefs, that othe)', 

"has done SOME HURT to him." 

Thefe words, to be fure in themfelves, 

are no bad j'ounding 'words; but \VII AT is 
their MEANING? Vnlefs you can {how, 

that the 'man hi?l~fe1f, has a RIGHT to his 

LIFE and LIBERTY in a flate, where, NO 

LAWS for' GOVER:.IING our PASSIONS ex­
-n ;1 III . For otherwife, they contain only this 

• 

identical propoIition; that the one 

• 

man has 

certainly 

/ 

• 

• 

• 
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-certain!;, ~b RIGHT to take them awaYl 

becaufe, ~o RIGHT of ANY KIND WHAT'-

SOEVER, 

therefore, 

EXISTS. But it is as certain, 

that the other upon this ground, 

'can PLEAD NO RIGHT to KEEP them, and 

confequently" that· though the otber, inflias 

pain, he does ~o WRONG IN TAKING 

THE:-l AWAY. 

But, even to make out the PROOF of 

this RIG R T, on the one part, and the 

WRONG on the other, you perhaps may 

think to be a moft eafy talk. For, fo 

early, was fuch a notion, inftilled into u~ 

at firft, and fa continually has it been 

inculcated into us ever flnce, that I doubt 

not, but many, who do not deem it to be 
• • 

an innate notion, think it to be a felf­

evident propofition. You will probably there­

fore, think it fufficient to fay, that a man~s 

LIFE and LIBERTY are RIS RIGHTS,­

becaufe they are HIS; they are iilS OWN; 

. they are H16 PROPERTY; , he • • 
IS '10 PO S'-

SESSI(}N 

, 

• 
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S.ESSION of them ;-they can not be· TA .. 
• -. 

KEN from him WITHOUT FORCE; becaufc, 

NATURE has GIVEN them to him, and a 

thoufapd fuch expreffions, with which we 

find the advocates for the natural rights of 

men adorned; {lrung together like the bead­

ed ornaments of favages, which; like thel1l 

too, have only an accidental junCtion, but 

no natural coherence. 
• 
• 

For; Sir, the quefrion frill returns, where, 

is the intermediate propofition, or definition, 

:whichmakes RIGHT and POSSESSION in 

~his. <:afe, fynonimous terms. N A TV R E has 

given trees, and frones, poffeffion, of. fom,e 

part of the· ground; ·but is a man guilty 

·of any violation of the RIGHTS of thqfe 

objeCts, when 

ces a flone to 
,into the air. 

he wts' down a 

aJcend, coniTa?"Y 

tree, or, for-
. , 

to zt s. nature, 

But there, perhaps 

cafes totally diffimilar, 

H 
• 

• • 

you will. fay, are 

becau[c there is N P 

PAIN 

, 
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?AIN produced, in depriving the latter, of' 

wbat nature gave tbem; as there is in the 

fOimer cafe fuppofed. True Sir. 'Why fup~ 

pofe then, that a man in a flate of nature, 

fees an horfe, or a deer, or both, run~ 

ning wild; and by fame ftratagem he catch­

es them: he certainly immediately deprives 

them both of their liberty. Suppofe then 

further, that he keeps the one as his nave,. 

-to lighten his own labour, or, to give 

him pleafure; and that he kills the other for 

food, to gratify his appetite of hunger. 'Vill 

you be fo good, as to tell me, whether he 

does wrong? If, you, and I can be once con­

vinced, that he does, I am Cure, that neither 
. 

of us, fhaIl, ever again tafre any meat, nor 
• 

ever more mount on horfeback, whatever 

mortification, from the abfrinence, we might 

fuftain. Now, Sir, in this cafe,. there is 
P A I N produced, as well as in the cafe be­

fore fuppofed; and the horfe's, and deer's 

. lives, and liberties, were as much theirs,­

as much their own, as much their prOpe1"-

- 0' 
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. ty, they were as much in pnffeJJion of 

them, they had them as much from na­
ture, as the man had his. If then, for 

thife reafons, ·life and liberty were the 

MAN'S NATURAL RIGHTS, why are they 

not equally the NATURAL RIGHTS of the 

borre and the deer, the wolf and the 

lamb, the fox and the chicken, the dog 

and the cat; and why is it therefore not 

as WRONG, to kill even a MOUSE, as'a 

MAN? Be fo good, as to forget for a 

moment; that you ever read the BOOK of 

G ENE SIS, and then iliow me, by what fin­
gle principle, or concatenation of propofitions, 

it follows, that a MAN has a RIGHT to 
• 

every thing, which nature gave, of which 

the deprivation, would give him pain.-

1 mull: once more tell you, that I mean, 

• R lOR to every iriflitution of laws, and go­

vernment. 

For a 
• 

feel • 
pam 

man to fay, that as I iliould 

myfelf in fuch a cafe, therefore, 

H 2 I 

• 

• 
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1 will not infliEt the pain upon another, 

but will rather fuffer the pain, or incon­

venience, I {ball myfelf fufiain, from not 

graufying my defire, to take away his life 

and liberty; would be very excellently hu­

mane, and benevolent reafoning, and would 

apply to all beings, endowed with Jerifation. 
But this proves not the RIGHT of the 

A!oIBIAL, or of the O~E IIIAN, but only 

. the FORBEARANCE of the OTHER. 

Again, fuppore he {bould fay, that I am 

fo confiituted by nature, that I can not 

give pain to another fenfitive being, with­

out the rebound of fome pain upon myfelf; 

-therefore I wil! not be the caufe of 

pain to others? This would certainly evince 

in him, great fympathy and compaffion. 

But his condua then would not be found­

ed, upen any fenfe of the RIG H T s of 

OTHERS, but upon SELF-LOVE, arifing from 

the confideration of his own furceptibility 

to pCl1n, under fuch particular circumfian-

ces. 



• 

( 61 ) 

ces. But fuppofe, his defire of fome gra­

tification, which he would enjoy, in con­

fequence of his depriving anolher of his 

life and liberty, ./i,ll)' to ovpTbalance that 

pain, which is the offspring of compaffion, 

what would then remain, to 1"~irain him r 

And as I am at prefent, in tbe inter­

rogatory humour of Socrates, I mu£l beg 

leave to ail{ further, WHAT CONSTITUTES 

it MORE the RIGHT of ONE 

the pleafures, refulting from 

• 

man, to enJoy 

the LIF E and 

LIBERTY, which nature gave him, than of 

the OTHER, to enjoy the PLEASURE, which 
refults from the gratification of his D E­

SIRES; which, nature likewife gave him? 

The que£lion therefore, £lill remains unan­

fwered. And indeed, could I T be Iatiifac­

t01-ily an[wered, this is on;y a leading quefU­

on, to that, which is the precife one in 

the infrance, I have fuppofed, and quoted 

from Mr. Locke. For in that, the SAME 

MAN is in two dijJeunt cales, in poffeffion 

of 

• 

• 

/ 
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of his life and liberty. In the one of which. 

the man is conceived to have fuH"ered no 
• 

hurt from the other; in the other cafe, 

be is fuppofed, to hav~ received one. The 

real queftion therefore is, and I beg you 

wiII particularly obferve it, WHAT CON­

STITUTES HIS RIGHT to KEEP his life 

and liberty, , .. here he has done the other 

NO HURT; and what CONSTITUTES the 

Rlctn of the other, to TAK.E THEM AWAY, 

where, he has? 

For my own part, Sir, I have thought 

long and much upon it; and can find 

no leading idea, no feparating, nor con­

neRing principle in the two cafes. And 

as I am not prone. to take a propofition 

for granted, becaufe, another man, what­

ever may be his reputation, affirms it; 

I muft beg, as the condition, of my af­

fent, even to a propofition of Mr. Locke's, 

neither his, nor your WORns; but either 

your's, or rome other perf on's bond ':If 
l'ROOF • 

• 
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PROOF. I can however affure you, that 

in vain will you fearch for one, in the 

works of GrotilGS, PI1fendoif, Barbeyrac, Bur­

lamaqui, or, of any later writer upon go­

vernment. 

In vain likewife, will you, or even any 

fociety in this kingdom, however large in 

numbers, or dignified in rank and abilities, 

addrefs the NATION AL ASSEMBLY of France 

for inftru8ion, upon this moft fundamen­

tal point. They, having already publifhed, 

in their declaTation if rights, all they know, 

upon this fubje8; and which has with 

high encomiums, been more than once mof!: 

fedulouily difIeminated, throughout the king­

dom. To thore indeed, who love to walk 

in a mift, becaure, the vapours, by con­

founding the outlines of things, ferve to 

magnify the obje8s; their declamtion ml.Ht 

be mof!: highly, and mof!: gratefully ac­

ceptable. For do but attend once more, 

Sir, to what I do not doubt, you have often 

before 



before read; I mean this dccla;-ation r:l rig!t£.:} 

which we are informed, holds out to the 

_world, "in}ruElion, 0/ great Crll'fequcnee to 

n civil government, and Jounded upon G REA '!' 

«AFTHORITY, being agreed to by the l\A­

(c TIO~AI. ASSE:-IBLY of France, and Jane­

re tioned by the K I I\ G." I will only detain 

you, by tranfcribing, TWO of thefe u.fi7llple 

cc and ineontcflible principles," as they have 

been called, and making a iliort comment 

upon them, they having the moft intimate 

conneaion with. the quefrion, now before 

us, and befides having had the high ho­

nour, of being feleCled, to fOI'Ill a bafis, for 

the reft. 

«1-Ien were BOR~, and ALWAYS CON­

"TI!o<UE FREE, and EQUAL, in refpefr of 

(C their RIGHTS: civil diftinfrion THERE­

(C FORE," (which 1n1if/: render 111en urif1-ee, 

and unequal) c< can be founded only on 

C( PUBLIC UTILITY," (which is to fa)· there­

fore in other u.;orG.s, that theft natural rights 

if 

• 
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f!! men, are incompatible with PUB LIe UTI .. 

LITY.) 

-
cc The end of all POL I TIC A L affociations. 

'c IS the PRESERVATION. of the NATURAL 

"and IMPRESCRIPTIBLE_ RIGHTS of man;" 

(which therifore according to the foregoing de· 

claration, civil diJlinElions, 101- the Jake of PU B­

LIC UTILITY, take away') and thofe RIGHTS, 

are LIBERTY, PROPERTY, SECURITY, and 

RESISTANCE of OPPRESSION. But all thl!fo 

imprifcriptible rights as they are called, the 

very irylitution of government, and of laws, 
is intended to PRESCRIBE. 

, 

OH LEPIDUM CAPUT! 

That the end, of all political qjJociations~ 

is to preferve to men, liberty, pr!?perty, 
-

fecurity, and refillance of oppreffion. to a 

certain degree, and not to dellroy them, as 

the national aJJcmbly has done, is indeed 
• 

true; and will be prefently proved. BUlJ 

this is, by CONSTITUTING- them to BE 

I the 

-

• 
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the RIGHTS of men, under 

vemmcnt, which, were NOT 

flate if nature. 

a ftate of g06 
• 

RIGHTS, III a 

There felf- taught legiflators therefore 

you fee, hold not out to you, the leaft af­

fiftance towards the folution of this aIm oft 

Sphinxian ./Enigma, with which you are 

puzzled. For the national aJfembh', )'OU find, 

an aIfembly of philifophers, undoubtedly as 

they are, have certainly adopted the eafieft, 

though not that, which either Plato, or 

Ariftotle would have thought the beJl mode 

of inftruaion, the taking, I mean, a pro­

pofition for granted, infiead of proving it. 

Yet, fa licentious are our public prints 

become, as to maintain, for I lately my~ 

felf read the aIfertion in the news-papers, 

that the framer of this luminous DECLA-
• 

RATION, OF RIGHTS, is undoubtedly the 

WISEST :-.rA~ in FRANCE. Ought not fuch 

calumniators to he punifhed, for publifhing 

f6 

• 



fo fcandalous a LIBEL on the UNDER­

STANDINGS, of THE WHOLE FRENCH 

NATION. 

• 

Having now fpun out the thread of this 

epiftle, as I trull, to a rearonable length. 

and having propofed to you, a fubjefr beil 

fitted fur the retirement of your ftudy, 

and the fiJence of meditation; it will I 

apprehend, be moil proper, here to con­

clude this letter. For, would but the. ge­
nerality of authors, change their, hours al­

lotted to reading and to thinking, into the 
. 

inverfe ratio of that, which they moil com-

,manly bear to each other;, the: world 
- ' 

would foon be delivered from .thc;>fegreat 

.evils, :great books. And ftudents }hel), at 

once receiving the' precious ore, pure -:,and 
• 

defecated. would no longer either [weat 
, . 

under the fatigue of clearing away ~he dro,fs, 

,or b~ cqvered, or choked with i~'sAuil. 

I~ 

I am. Sir~" 

Yoursj&c. 

LETTER 

, 
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• 

• 

LET T E R IV. 
• • 

HOUGH I have often maintained~ and 

mull always think, that how much 

foever a man may BELIEVE, he can never 

poffibly KNOW any thing, of which, he has 

NEVER DOUBTED; yet as I am alfo per­

fuaded, that a conRant Rate of Jcepticijm. 
is the worll of all the chronic maladies, 

which can aHli& the human mind; I am 

DOW eager to offer ·myfelf as your phyfici­

an, to deliver you from that irkfome Rate, 

in which I left you, at the conclufion of 

my IaR letter. For, though fome portion, 

or potion, of fcepticifm, is fometimes as 

Jlecelfary to keep the mind in a conRant 

habit 
• 

• 



• 

habit of healLh and vigour, as a cathartic 

is fometimes beneficial to the· body; yet, 

fcepticirm, which is, as it were, a mental 

diarrhrea, mult. like the bodily one, infalli. 

bly end in debility, ahd diifoliItion. I 

hope however, this allufion will not give 

offence, either to your delicacy, or to the 

nice olfa&ory fen res of others, in this re­

fined age. Becaure, I mult. confers, that 
• 

'till a new art of criticifm be written, I 

cannot difcover" either high or low, why 

mean allufions are not as properlyfuited 

to low things; as the lrftie.fl fimilitudes. 

are to (he bighelt. fubje&s . 

. Now Sir, though I can not poffibly at~ 

tempt to iliow you, why LI F E and Li­

BERTY are more the NATURAL RIGf{ts 

of MEN, than of HORSES, and where that 

intermediate idea exilt.s; which makes them 

fa, after which, we have been fa long 

enquiring,' but have never found; yet I 

can very eafily find, and inform you of 

the 

• 

• 

• 
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the miil:ake, which led Mr. Locke into 

this maze of error. A difcovery, certain­

ly next in it's importance, to the difco­

very of the objeR itfelf. Becaufe it will 

fave mankind in future, from the fmiLlefs 

labour, of darkly and ignorantly hu-nting 

round and round, in fearch of an ob­

jeR, which has no exiil:ence; and the 

difpute, upon NATURAL RIGHTS, will no 

longer orcilJate, upon a mere fluRuating 

argument ad ignorantiam; but, will be 

fixed for ever, upon the immoveable point 
-

of real fcience. 

That ftme men in a flate of nature. 
WOULD indeed take away another's life and 

liberty, in ON E of the cafes fuppofed by 

Mr. Locke, who would not do it in the 

other; is a clear and indifputable faR. 

But, that they would do this, without ei­

ther knowing or thinking about NATURAL 

RIGHTS, -is infinitely more evident, than 
< 

any of his axioms, to< which you fa readi-

ly 
< 
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Iy give your a{fent, and, which you deem 

it criminal in others, to doubt. 

For the NATURE of MAN is so CON­

STITUTED, that the paffions of ANGER, 

HATRED, and REVE;~GE, naturally [pring 

up in him, upon any attempt of another, 

either to inflia upon him any pain, or to 

deprive him of any pleafun~, is likewife 

certain beyond contradiaion. But, if THESE 

be the MOTIVES of HIS aaion, in the 

cafe fuppofed, who has really s U FF ERE D 

PAIN from another; then, he NO MORE 

deprives that other of his L I F E and L 1-

BERTY, from a SENSE. of RIGHT, than 

the OTHER, infliCled the PRIOR PAIN upon 

THAT PRINCIPLE; BOTH aCling EQUAL­

L Y from their paffions or appetites. The 

one perhaps, to 

before po {fe {fed, 

acquire a pleafure not 

the other to gratify re-

venge for a lofs fufrained. 

No doubt, wife, is the provifion of na­

ture, by which we are furnifhed with futh 

a. 
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a paffion, as REVE:-IGE, though the exer­

eire of it, often brings great evils upon 

mankind. But, equally wife likewire, is 

that proviIion, of nature, which furnillies 

us with other PASSIO:-lS and DESIRES; 

which produce alfo many evils, by urging 

men to willi for, and to attempt to take 

away the poffefIions of others. But, so 

FAR are the PASSIOXS THE;\ISELVES, or 

even the rdjJcElive 5 T R E:-; G T Ii of dijJerent 

paffions, FRO,,! C()!'1STITUTING a RIGHT 

to THAT, which they prompt us to defire, 

that in order for the very BIRTH and 

ESTABLISH:lIENT of RIGHTS; RULES or 

LAWS, are made to SUBDUE the OXE, and 

to CO!'1ST!TUTE the other, which laws, are not 

the offspring of PASSION, but of REASON. 

And the PRINCIPLE which furnillies men 
• 

with the power of rearoning upon this 

point, and drawing out deduaions, is the CON­

CLUSION, which experience has·taught them, 

from the endurance of paft evils, of the 

utility, and even NECESSITY there is, for 

the 

• 

, 

-

• 
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the infiitutionof a government, and the 
dhiblilhment of laws, fo as to conltitutc 

it, the HIGHT of a GOVERNOR, to PUNISH 

anyone, who H U R T S another; in order 
to PREVENT the aaual EXERCISE of that 

VER Y PAS S ION, by which, Mr. Locke 
fays, every man has a RIGHT to PUNISH 

another, and in confequence of which, the 

life of man had been, but one continued 

fcene of reciprocal infliaion, and fufFering 

of wounds, pain, and death. 

In a country indeed, where, the WI LL of 
, 

Go D had been made known to the in~ 

habitants, direaIy by REV E LA T ION; or 

,~here, by a revelation to one nation, 
fome knowledge of it had been transfufed 

to another by tradition, not only of the 

exiftence of a God, and fome religious 

,v.orlhip or other, which molt countries 

have; but likewife, of HIS WILL:' with 

, 

regard to MEN'S CONDUCT to 

-of which, all people in 

K 

-
EACH OTHER, 

a STAT E, O'F 

NATURE 

, 
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!jATURE, mull have been always ignorant7 

without the inefiimable benefit, either of 

fuch a revelation, or fuch a tradition, . 

THEY might indeed have CONCEIVED and 

TALKED of RIGHTS, and had a ground~ 

"work, upon which," they. might have plead­

ed them. But, if infie~d of imagining 

cafes, which never exifted, but in fome 

few particular infiances, we have recourfe 

to true pillory, and real faa,. we fha11 

learn, that the f"lRST RIGHTS known to 

men, are thofe, which had their origin, 

"fromJomeJPecies of GOVERNMENT, however 
irnperfea it ~ight be; and it follows there­

fore as a confequence, that government is 

'flot founded upon PRIOR RIGH;TS; but 

that IT only, a!iually by LAWS, delivered 

either orally, 
• • • or . III wflung, CON V E R T 5 

THOSE POSSESSIOXS INTO PROPERTY, and 
1 ~ TOR I G H; T S ; which, had before no 

OTHER T£!oiURE, than that uncertain and 

precarious one, which was at all times, 

fubjea to DISSOL.UTlOX from the LUSrS, 

APPETITES, 
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" ,.' .. ,.' ... ' 

"APPETITES, STRENGTH, VIOLENCE, and 
" 

FOIi.CEOf OTJ1ERS. 

-
" , 

Harraifed and fatig"ued, ,vito fo mifera-

hIe a flate of exiftence, as this, 0 t 
. .... 

NATURE, efp"eCially, when men having f01':' 

faken tbe" hunting and £lUiing ftates~ 'ver~ 
, 

bi""ou'ght: into a nearer intercourfe with each 

other, by" pafioral, and agricultural bcen;. 
patiorYs, they refol'ved to termi'nate' it, by 
fearching out fome remedy, againft th6 

continuance of thefe evils. This they ef:.. 

feEred, firfl, perhaps by providing a fecu~ 

rity againft the external violence, they 
fuftciiIied froin other' men~ whofe' huts, or 

habitations~ were at fome diftance fr6th 

them; and who ,vouldf frequently by fu'r~ 

prife, in one night, extirpate, or enflave~ 

allnoft all the inhabitants" of a ,,,ide ex;. 

tended diffriEt. Secondly, likewife, to guar'd 
themfelves from the equaIly bad confe:' 

qU'ences, which afofe from'the" mbre' fre:. 

quem evils, produced by the unreftrilihed 

K 2 exercife 

, 
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exercire of the paffions, of thore, who lived 
in a Clorer vicinity with each other. From 

-
there flight !ketches. the £Irft rude frame 

-of a government was formed. SOI1)e by 

choice determining, and others, by nece[~ 

fity being compelled, to fubmit to the 

government, or controul, of [orne one 

man to direa them; who was either fe­

leaed by others, or who having from fame 

caufe or other, acquired fuch authority 

amongft them, that they quietly fubmitted 

to his affumption of the rule, and com­
mand over them. 

From there PREl\IISES, then, it N ECES­

SARIL Y FOLLOWS, that the office of the 

governor, was, by uniting them in a body, 

to lead them out to war. to repel the 

attacks of diftant enemies; and by laying 

down laws, for the regulation of their 

condua and by the power of punifhment. 

intrufted in his hands, to deter all the 

members of the feveral familiesJ which by 
their 

• 

• 
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their union, formed the frate, fl'om inter_ 

rupting each other, in the USE and P E AC E-
o 

AB LE EN JOY ME N T, of their R ESP ECT I V E 

• 

ACQUISITIONS, except III fuch 

the governor thought 

public good. 

neceffary 

cafes, as 

for the 

Such were the 
• Views, without doubt, 

with which men affociated together, and 

fuch were the ends, which they propofed • 

• 

They, certainly. did NOT unite into fo­

ciety, and form a government, for the 

purpofe of ACTINQ WITHOUT RESTRAINT .. 

according to the volitions, and detenninations 

of their own pajJions, inclinations, caprice, 

or fancy, or even the CONCLUSIONS, OF 
• 

EACH MAN'S SEPARATE REASON. For on 

~he contrary, the very purpo[e of their 

affociating together, was to ESC AP E FRO M 

THE EVILS OF SUCH A STATE, where, 
• :i\LL WERE MISERABLE, FROM EACH MAN s 

ACTING ACCO~DING TO HIS OWN WILr.., 

WITHOUT 

• 

• 

• 
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WITHOUT THE CURB or SOMI': \:.()1-UIO;,t 

CONTROU L. But, they united into fociety, and 

fOlllled a GOVERN:\lE!I1T,- by giving authority 

TO O~E MAN, to PREVENT the EXERCISE 

OF SUCH FREE-WILL, and to PROVIDE 
SUCH A CONTROUL; by CO~IPELLING THEM 

to SUBMIT to fuch GE!'IERAL LAWS, as HIS 

REASON fuould devife, and HIS POWER 

fhould enforce. 
-

From the fo~egoing reafoning, then the 

CONCLUSION is EVI"DENT; that if any ONE, 

or any NUMB E R of individuals, -fet up 
(in fuch government as that, whofe for­

mation I have been defcribing) HIS, or 

THEIR wills, in OPPOSITION to the WILL" 

of the LEGISLATOR, HE or THEY are 

GUILTY of the GREATEST of ALL crimes, 

tbey can poffibly commit. Becaufe, it is 

a crime, which diffolves at once, the whole 

cement of fociety, and [naps afunder by 
violence, all the bonds of government; 

which tend to [ecure to the WHO L-E,.-

PEACE 



-
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PEACE and TRANQUILITY. For Ol'Pgd 

SITION to the WILL of the LEGISLATOR, 

tends to drive them back, to that MIS E­

!tABLE STATE OF NATURE, from which, 

they gladly fled to GOVERNMENT, as to 
a REFUGE and an ASYLUM. And hence 

it was, that Socrates, who was efteemed 

in Greece, as the wifeft of the fans of 

men, however he may be now difpifed by 

the philofophers of modern days, fubmitted 

cheaifully to die, in obedience to the laws, of 

a tymnnic republic, as fuch there may be, how­

ever ftrange, fuch a notion may appear to 

modern politicians. For notwithftanding he 

was unjuftly condemned by his judges, he was 

nobly inflexible to all the entreaties, and great 

and generous pains, taken by his friends, 

to perfuade him -to efcape. To the ho­

nour of Athens however, it ought ever to 

be remembered, that foon after his death. 

the citizens were fincerely forry, and truly 

penitent, for the injuftice and cruelty, with 

which they had treated him; having been 

feduced 

-

-

-

• 
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{educed by l!~e flimfv, but cruel mift('!-" , 
prefent<!riom of a cowie wit, the mean 

envy or frill meaner fdf-intereft of elo~ , , 
quent [ophills .. The contagious corruption 

of a turbulent faEtion, and the furious 

phrenzy of a popular affembly. 

It was then, from the iiljlilution of a 

govcrnment, that there firfl arofe in thore, 

who had not the WILL of GOD revealed 

to them, IDEAS of RIGHTS and WRO~GS, 

of OllLIGATIO:-1 and DUTY, of 1>IERIT and 

DEMERIT, between men in general, who 

Wf'fC not bound to each other, by the li­

gaments of nature. By tbofe ligaments I 

mean, the inflinEls, and aJfeElions of the 

mind, which reciprocally bind parents' to 

children, hufbands to ·wives, brothers to 

lifters, friends to friends, and in general,,­

the perfon obliged to his benefaaor. Thefe 

AFFECTIO~S indeed, muft in S01IE DEGREE, 
• 

A L WAY S exift in every ftate of human 

. nature; wbether they be, or be not under 

any 
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any government; though, even theft feelings, 

are very faint and impe1feEl, 'till the 

bridle by which government curbs our 

11OIl:ile delires, has fubdued and broken 

the other unruly paffions of our nature. 

taught men to move in certain regular 

and fettled paces, and thus given an op~ 

portunity to the gentler and fofter incli~ 

nations, to form themfelves by H AB IT, . 

INTO AFFECTIONS; which, were at firIl:. 

-only EMOTIONS. 

For it is furely very evident, that till 

fame rules of aaion, in the manner I have 

ftated, were prefcribed, there could be no 

MEASURE of the RECTITUDE, or DEVI­

ATION of men's aaions. For there could 

be no RIGHT 
• 
In one man to ANY pos-

8 E S S ION, 'till fame Tule had conIl:ituted it 

fa, by forbidding and preventing others, 

from giving him any moleIl:ation in the 

enjoyment of it. There could be NO DU~ 

'l'I E S, (except the reciprocal ones I have 

JJ before 

• 
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before mentioned) 'till· there was S OM.E 

OBLIGATION; and there could be, NO 

OBLIGATION, 'till, there was SOME ONE, 

who had ~ PO'WER by fome motive,. to 

OBL!GE another to do an aR; and 'till 

there was another, who was OBLIGED by 

that motive, to OBEY. Men could be 
, 

entitled to NO MERIT, nor DEMERIT 

from their condua, 'till, there was fome 

I.AW, in confequence of which, they were 

by a NON-COMPLIANCE, with it, ENTI~ 

TLED to B LA!'>! E, or fame OTHER pu­

N ISH M E}I T ; or which, by balding out 

REW ARDS, as the confequence of a CON­

l"ORMITY with it, E}lTITLED them to,' or 

made them JIIERIT, or DESERVE praife, or 

fome other reward. Yet evident as fuch a 

conc1ufion, muft be to every mind, habi­

tuated to deep thought; what admired fyf­

terns, of what is called, PHILOSOPHY have 

we feen, which place the exifience of the 

ideas annexed to thefe words, for want of 

an accurate analyfis of their meaning, an-
• 

• tenor~ 
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terior, though certainly they. are fubfequent 

to the formation of all laws, r\lles of 

aCtions, rewards, and punifhments. And 

-thus it happens, that many a fair, fplen-

-did, and beautiful fyftem, when the mean-

ing of the words, which form the funda­

mental propofition -of the whole fabric, _ are 

fa examined as to be clearly afcertained, 

-tumble into pieces, and leaves it's frag-

-ments, as fome memorial of it's author~s 

genius, but, at the fame time, of his fruitlefs 

-labour, and his mifapplied application. 

THESE are the PRINCIPLES then, from 

-which _originates the RIG HT of the GO­

VERNOR to COMMAND; and, alfo the DUTY 

-of the GOVERN ED to OBEY. To the for­

mer, in the cafe I have juft ftated, as 

-their LEGISLATOR, they have entrufted. 

not only the POWER, but the RIGHT of 

-J U D GIN G for them, w hat aCtions each 

man is to perform, fo as to aCt confiftent­

.Iy with the GENERAL GOOD, ,of the whole. 

LlA \ And 



And this too without any contraa, direa 

or impiied, any ftipulation, or condition 

of any RESISTANCE whatfoever, ,in any 

cafe whalfoever, when any number, few 

or many, the minority, or majority, [hould 

happen to think differently from the le­

giflator, and not deem a law conducive 

to private, or public good. A truft which 

however LL-\BLE TO ABlJSE, arofe, from 

men's experience of the evils, which they 

fuftained, whilft E A C II individual aaed ac­

cording to the PRIVATE determination of 
his OWN WILL. 

If therefore, the fubjeEls attempt, by FORCE 

to defend themfelves, from fubmiffion to the 

governor's authority, they certainly can not 

plead any RI-GHT to do it, but are J lJ S T L Y 

faid, to REBEL, or to.1I1AKE WAR again; 

and the governor, has confequently aRIGHT 

to SuBDUE them by a fuperior force, for 

invading HIS RIGHT, and every OTHER 

!oUN's RIGHT, as a member of the fociety. 

-

• 

. -r 
• -. - .. " 

• • 

. .... • • 

, 

..... 
<-• 
• 

For 

• 

• 

• 

, 
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For ruch a refifiance, is an attempt to 

DISSOLVE and ANl\IHILATE the GOVERN­

lIIE N T itfelf; and to involve their fellow 

fubjeRs once more, in all the AN ARCHY, 

MISERY and CONFUSION, which attend 

upon A STAT!'. OF NATURE. An attcmpt, 

which not only confiitutes a F 0 l L Y of the 

greateft magnitude; but a c 11. I M E likewile 

of the deepeft dye. For, that one aR of 

criminality, which tends to pluck up the 

whole happinefs, and exifience of the [0-

ciety by the roots, mull nccdfal ily IM­

PLICATE in it's PERPETR'\TIOr{, the 

UNITED FLAGITIOUSNESS of EVERY OTHER. 

CRIME •. 

• 

If, the truth of thcfe premifcs be deni4 

ed, and I well know, that, on account 

of men's prepf!iJ1fions, and prejudices, th(:y 

will with the utmoll difficulty be admitted; 

let JUdi, however refleR a moment Uplill 

the ab!ilrdity, in which,. they nece!farily 

involve themfelves. For from the denial 

of 

• 

• 
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of there principles, it will follow, that NO 

lNSTITUTION of GOVERNMENT can pos­

SIB LY SUBSIST. As the vel)' DE FI NIT 10 N 

of the WORD, "GOVERNMENT," IMPLIES, 

and confequently, the very ESSENCE of 

th.:! THING, MUST CONSIST, in the PEO­

PLE'S SUBMISSION, to the authority of 
. , 

ONE or MORE PERSONS; as Its DIFFE-

R E N T FOR M s, may happen to ," AR Y • 

-Which is the fame as to fay, in other 

words, that ALL the other members of the 
• community, are BOUND to SUBMIT to 

IllS or THEIR JUDGMENT. as to what 

general laws are to be made, to direB: 

each individual, what aB:ions he is to per­

form, for the GOOD of the SOCIETY. 

If then, the legiflature, jhould ell.atl fuch 

laws, as any number of them, even MUCH 

:MORE than the MAJORITY, may in thei .... 

own opinion, think have a direB: contra­

ry tendency; they can have no RIGHT" 

nor LEGAL means of oppofing them, ex-
cept 



cept it may be by an humble reprefen. 

tation, of their own opinions. But, if the 

laws be not repealed in confequence of' 

fuch a petition, nothing is left to the pe· 

titioners, but either quietly to acquie[ce~ 

in the determination of the legifiature, or 

to withdraw themfelves from that frate, and 

put themfelves under the proteElion of 

another. For they, can not pollibly fet 

forth any RIGHT whatfoever, on which. 

they can build any CL.'\.IM to OPPOSE the 

laws by FORCE; becaufe, SUCH a CLAIM 

would be a DEMOLITION if the WHOLE 

co MP ACT of fociety; which is, that the 

fubjeEls agreed to SUBMIT to the will and 

JUDGMENT of the LEGISLATURE; NOT. 

-that the GOVERNOR'S and LEGISLATOR'S 

will, !hould fubmit to THEIRS. 

As there principles, Sir, however mani~ 

femy true, or evidently beautiful they may 

be, in themrelves, or however good, and 

wholefome may be their fruits, (for ac-

cording 
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eording to the platonic plzil,ry[oplz)', Tit ij Tt.;, 

BEAUTY, and GOOD, are ON E) yet, as I 

am afraid, that they will notwithftanding, 

[cern very unpalatable to you, I fm.1l by 

terminating this letter, once more leave 

you time, to chew upon them the cud 

of rcfleaion. 

I need not, I dare to fay, to aIfure 

you, that they will never be deady C011l­

prehended by anyone; 'till he has learn­

ed ACCURATELY to diftinguifh, between the 

true and vulgar application of WORDS to 

TH I N GS ; and is able to place the IDE AS 

DIVESTED of THE WORDS, in their natural 

!bapes, colours and dimenfions, before the 

erbit, and pupil of his IXTELLECT. 

• Yours, &c . 

LETTER 



, 

, -

I 

SIR, 

E T T E R V. 

Have now, given you an opportunity 

of taking what time you pIe a fe, for 

concoaing the FIRST PRINCIPLES OF ALL 

COVERNMENT; if,Jatiety occafioned by the 

dillies, which Mr. Locke had ferved up 

upon this occalion, has not excited in you, 

fuch an antipathy, as to produce an aver­

fion even to their taUe. 

Thefe principles, are certainly not fallii­

onable ; and therefore not being popular, 

can not at prefent, be of any ufe to any 

M artijl, 



-

• 

a1-tijl, in book-making; except, by the op-­

portunity they afford of manufaElUring [orne 

wares for [ale, in opprjition to\ them. For 

when once an age is enlightened by the 

fplcndor of book-making, and has imbibed 

it's genuine {pirit; the merit of a work 

mull: always be efiimated, according to 

the valuation of Hudibras, who allis, 

For what is worth in any thing? 
-

then an [Irers, 

But Jo ?ilZlclt money as 'twill bring. 

But whether YOU will with all the pertina­

city of bigotry, refolve to adhere to whatever 

_Mr. Locke has told, for he certainly has 

not taught it, you; either by a refural of 

further examination, and a maintenance of 

it againft con\-ifrion; or, will begin to think 

with Socrates, that there is no fearon of 

a man's life, too late for the acquifition 

of frefh knowledge, by exploring and 

fearching after tr...Ith, to whatever diftance, 

the inveftigation may lead. is yours to 

choofe, 
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ehoofe, not mine to diEtaLc. But, if you 
• 

be difpofed to make fuch an enquiry, that 

nothing may be omitted by me, which may 

at all tend to facilitate your progrefs: [ 

:!h,dl beg leave, now, to remove TWO OB­

J ECT 10 K S ; which might perhaps otherwife, 

not only obllruR yOll in your road, but 

even, perhaps, prevent your acquiuliol1, of 

the objeR of your purfuit. 

For, you may pollibly imagine, in the 

FIRST place, that, what I have affigned. 

as the VERY FIRST principles of ALL GO­

VERN~,IENT, can at moll, be only the SE­

co N D AR Y propolltions, founded upon ./cmr. 
which were either prior to them in ex­

illence; or which, though pofterior, as to 

difcovery, either fuperfede them by their 

importance, or dellroy them by their con-
• tranety. 

• 

SECONDLY, you may perhaps conceive, 

that however clear, and evident, the truth of 

M 2 thofe 

• 

-' 

'. 
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thofe PRINCIPLES, which I have advanced, 

appear to be; yet, they muft neceffarily be li­

mited in their extent, to a certain degree. For 

you will probably urge, that if we trace out 

the conc1ufions, which unavoidably follow from 

them, it is neceffary, that we fhould rejeEl 

the principles, in their utmcfl latitude; from 

fear, of the danger, which would refult 

from their COX SEQUENCES. As you will 

perhaps, under this jecond head, affert, that 

upon thefe principles, OBEDIENCE, is as 

much due to the WORST, as to the BEST 

government in the world, which, YOU will 

dwn to be abfurd: and that the crueJIeIl 

aas, of the moft DESPOTIC TYRANT, are 

to be by them JUSTIFIED, upon the ground 

of RIGHT; which you will juftly condemn 

as IM:'10RAL. 

As to the FORMER OBJECTIOX, it is 

certainly founded upon PRO PO 5 I T ION s, 

which, have occauoned all the difficulty, 
• confufion • 



• 
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confufion, and perplekity, in which the 

NATURE of government, has been hitherto 

involved; and which have veiled it in 

the thickcfl: mifl: of cimmerian darknefs. 

But, upon an attentive examination, it 
will be fuund,. that the objc&ion is· whol-

ly grounded upon an error, which,-though 

very common, is,. yet fo grof.~, as that. 

" of MISTAKING, an EFfECT, for it's 
CAUSE. 

Clearly and fully however, to rlcmon­

fhate this, I mufl: beg leave, to trace out 

the ORIGIN and foundation of ALL MO­

RAL PRINCIPLES. 

A fubje&, upon which, I apprehend my 
opinions will be thought, to differ more 

from thore of fanner writers, than any 

pofition which has hitherto been advanced. 

upon· the FIRST PRINCIPLES of govern­

ment. N otwithftanding thercfore, both have 

the 
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the moft indiIfoluble conneaion, and are 

infeparably interwoven 

mull entreat you, Sir, 

who really wijlzcs to 

with each other, I 

and everyone elfe, 

UNDERSTAND, the 
• 

REASONING and CONCLUSIONS under that 

head, to votlchfafe me, the· coolell, 

moft . unprejudiced attention. 

and 

- In the FIRST PLACE, I might, I appre­

hend, take for granted, which is an aa 

1 am not in the habit of doing, that there 

are no I:-iNATE IDEAS, and confequelltly, 
. 

-.no IN:-iATE ::IIORAL PRINCIPLES, or 

Non 0 N S ; fuch as thofe, I mean, which 

were formerly maintained. An opinion, 

which I doubt not, )'OU will allow, bas been 

properly exploded, be~ng fa1hioned, only, of 

«Juck fluff a5 our dreams are made of·" 

• 

SEC 0 N D L Y, that the word, CON-

SCIENCE, Egnifies only, the IN.TERN AL AP­

PROBATION, and DISAPPROBATION, of 

which, we feel ourfelves to be the objeEls, either 

as we perforlll certain aaions, 
• 

or omIt 

the 

, 

• 
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the performance of them, and vice verfa; 

but, that it DOES NOT imply alfo the 

RULE of ACTION ITSELF; which, at the 

time, we either conform to, or tranfgrefs. 

Since, we muO: aIfuredly, have jirfl known 

the ntle, and learned, that, it was wo R~ 
• 

TH Y of approbation, or difapprobation, be~ 

fore we could feel ourfelves DES E R V lNG, 

or, UNDESERVING of THOSE SENSATIONS. 

But leO: you or any other of my rea~ 

ders, fhould refufe to admit, thefe PRO­

POSITIONS as TRUTHS, take the following, 

<c reduElio ad alfurdwn:" which is equally 

applicable to every .fpecies of [uppoIition,­

of innate ideas, innate notions, and of a 

MORAL SENSE. For from the admiffion 
• 

of anyone of them, then it would follow, 

-that ALL the RULI:S and PRACTICES, 

in dijJerent focieties, would be guided by 

ONE UNIFOR:l1 INSTINCT; and the SAME 

ACTIONS of condua, would be INVARI~ 

ABLY, and UNIVERSALLY 
• 

APPROVED In 

ALL 
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ALL the various countries, nations, and tribe.:; 

upon earth. ,\-Vbich, is a drcurnfiance, we 

know to be REPUG:\ A:-:T, to ALL the do­

cuments of hillorv, and ALL the con-, 

cluuons. of experience. 
• 

From there DATA, then it neceffarily 

follows, that the RULES of J.IORAL 5CI­

.c:XCE, mufi be deduced, as ALL OTHER 

SCIENCES ARE, from the INDUCTION of 

PARTICI; "-AR FACTS; from which, are fmill­

ed GENERAL PROPOSITlO!l1S. But, as the 

SCIENCE of MORALS, or a SYSTElII of 

VIR TU E, is invented, to teach men, to 

regulate their behaviour to each other, 

UNIVERSALLY; NO SUCH SCIENCE, could 
, 

POSSIBLY EXIST, 

LAR RULES had 

TILL SOllIE PARTICU-

FIRST been layed down 

for THIS PURPOSE; 

mull CONSIST LIKE 

as, THAT SCIENCE. 
• 

ALL OTHERS, In GE-

NERALISING PARTICULAR RULES. Hence 

then it likewife follows, that an UN ION', 

mull: firft have been formed amongft man-

kind, 

• 

, 
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kind, arid particular rules mull have been 

tried, before, the GEN ERAL rules could 

have been FRAMED. Becaufe, as the general 

rules co?iflitute the Jcience, and THESE muft 

have been GENERALISED out of PARTI­

CULAR rules, the LAST, mull have been 

PRIOR, to the SCIENCE ITSELF. 

\. 

From thefe premifes then, the ORIGIN and 

PROGRESS of MORAL SCIENCE, clearly, 

and manifeftly flow. For, in confequence of 

the FREEDOM, LEISURE, and SECURITY, 

which men enjoy under the proteaion of 

any tolerably well regulated government. 

be it's form, what it will; the Wants of 

men increafing with increafing numbers, 

impel men's minds to the difcovery of the 

MEANS, beft fuited, to a conllant fupply 

of their gratifications. Hence, firfl arife, 
-

fome of the more immediately ufeful, but 

moll obvious arts and fciences. But as 

by exercife, men's attention and faculty of 

reafon, gradually ftrengthen, and improve, 

N they 

-

• 
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they advance in the difcovery of other~:. 

certainly not lefs ufeful, but more abftrufe. 

From much exercife in determining, the 

quantum of good, which refults from one 

particular !>!ODE of ACTlXG, in a pre[ent 

and particular cafe, they proceed to frame 

GE:';ERAL PROPOSITIO~S and PRINCIPLES~ 

upon ALL fubjeEts; and to have a habit 

of forelight and fagacity; by which, they 

are enabled to penetrate into remote con­

fequences; and to fOlIll comparifons, be­

tween very diftant objeRs. Hence then, 

having obferved, that the G RAN DEN D, 

for which men united into fociety, was 

to fecure the GE~ERAL HAPPIN ESS of 

every order, rank, and lituation; and that 

the =-lEA~S to this, was by their UNIVER­

SAL OBEDIEXCE to the WILL of their 

LEGISLATOR, who was appointed to CUR3 

and RESTR.UN by LAWS, the inclinations 

and paffions of thofe, who would other­

wife aR contrary to that principle; they 

foon learned to ABSTRACT from their PAR­

:nctl LAR ftate and lituation, all thofe G E-

NERAL 

• 
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NERAL RULES, by which their aEl!ons are 

regulated, and to conceive them to be 

EQUALLY BINDI~G 'TGll ALL mank.ind, in 

every place, wht:liler, they do, or do not 

exifi, as the LAWS of their PARTICULAR 

ST AT E. When they have advanced, th16S 

Jar, then, lhofe who aa according to thofe 

univefal principles, without any refen-nc!! 

to the punifhments, which the law of the 

fiate inflias, they call, v I R T U 0 U s ;- .and 

they who deviate from them, they term, 

-v IelO us; in contradiJIinElion to thofe, 

who onlr obeying, or difobeying the laws 

of their particular government, as being 

the lazus of their government, are deno­

minated HONEST, or DISHONEST, JUST 

or U NJ UST. 

Again, after men have turned their re­

{earches to the nature of man, and of the 

human 1nind, and deduced fome general 

principles, from fuch an enquiry,· they 

begin to afpire after the acquifilion, of 

N 2 fame 
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fome knowledge, of the D I V IN E MIN n" 

or of the NATURE of GOD. Some inti­
mation of WHOSE EXISTENCE, and fome 

fcanty notion of HIS nature, of his being 

the DIVINE LEGISLATOR, or rewarder and 

punifher of man, they had perhaps before 

reaped from [orne immediate or remote TRA­

DITION. Impelled then by this curiofity, 

and affifted, by this infm marion, they be­

gan to endeavour to DEMONSTRATE, HIS 

EXISTENCE, from the DEDUCTIONS, of 

their own REASON. For, we invariably 

find, in ALL the PROOFS, in ALL nations, 
which are given of the EXISTENCE of a 

GOD, the FIRST ALWAYS is, the general, 

. or as it is commonly, but not juftly 

called, the UNIVERSAL BELIEF of that 

notion, in otller countries. 

As fcience of all kinds advanced, and 

men attained to a more intimate know­

ledge of the WORKS of NATURE in par­
iieu/ar, thq learned, that THESE, are ALL. 

generally 

, 

• 
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gener-ally conducive to the HAPPINESS of 

mankind; and finding, that human govern~ 

ments, which originated from the REASON 

<;>f MAN, dire&ly tended to the SAME END, 

• they concluded, that he who would al­

ways a& upon that principle, would approach 

neareft, and be moft acceptable to God; 

and therefore inferred, that a D 1 V I N E 

GO V ERN MEN T, mun have been efta­

bliIhed QY the WISDOM of GOD,- conducive 

al[o to the SAME END; in confequence of 

which, he would infli& punifhments upon 

the vicious, and difpen[e rewards to the 
-VIrtuous. 

SUCH is the SOURCE, from whence, " 
r 

fpring the LAWS of VIRTU E, and every 

l.'RINCIPLE, whether right or wrong, of 

what is called,. MORALITY, and N ATU­

RAL RELIGION _ And indeed, much OB­

SERVATION, mun have been made upon 

the WORKS of NATURE, [0 as to difcerl1. 

~hat whatever Jubordinate agents might he em-

ployed, 

\ 

-
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plo)'ed, -yet, ONE UNCONTROULABLE WILL 

direaed tbe WHOLE, and the faculties of 

the human mind alfo, mufi have received 

a conjiderable degree of cultivation, before, 

, thofe men, who had received no imme­

diate REVELATION from HE AV EN, or 

certain tradition of one, could pollibly 

have ceafed to be POLYTHUSTS; not­

withfianding the information, which, a pri­

ma:val tradition, might have faintly, though 

generalb' diffufed. 

But Socmfes, and Plato, having moft 

deeply invefiigated, both the lower and the 

higher powers, and faculties of the human 

mind, and by a mofi laborious cultivation 

of the faculty of INTELLECT, to a degree 

1 may fay with truth, FAR BEY 0 N D that, 

to which the moderns have ,'et arrived, ' -
clearly difcerning the DIFFERENCE, and 

even OPPOSITION between !\lIND and BO-

DY; maimained,-that GOD would reward 

and punifu men, in another life, in pro-
• 

portIOn 



• 
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portion to their virtue or vice here; and 

as the nec1Ja.ry foundation to this doCtrine, 

-attempted to raife it, upon a DElIION­

STRATION of the NATURAL IMMORALITY 

of the HUMAN SOU L. 

But, as the moll: elevated human in­

telleCt, CAN only be able to DEMONSTRATE, 

-that there is NO NECESSARY CON­

NECTION, between the DISSOLUTION of 

the BODY, and the confequent ANNIHI­

LATIO:>! of the SOUL, and can only filOW. 
merely from PROBABLE arguments, drawn 

from the GENERIC DIVERSITIES in the 

N ATURE~ of both, and likewife, froTl}. our 

faint conce/Jtio1t of the WISDOM and GOOD­

NESS of GOD, that JucA a furvival of the 

foul, feems a necei!ary mean to the pro" 

grefs of virtue here, and it's reward here" 

after, the queil.ion, as to the minds aElual 

JUTvival, was by the very NAT U R E of the 

EVIDENCE, nectjJarily involved (to the ge­

nerality of the world) in much DOUBT • 

. great DIHICULTY, ' and no little per-

plexity. 



• 
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• 

plexity. Though certainly, to thofe, who 
are capable of following thefe almoft divine 

philofophers in their fpeculations, through 

the knowledge of the nature of !II I N D, 

which tlzey difcovered, muft confefs, that 

THE Y raifed the fuppofition, that God 

has confiituted the H U:-I AN 111 I Ii: D, for 

a CONTINUANCE of EXISTENCE, aJ2et 
the diflolution of the body, to the very 

higheR fummit of proof, to which, the 

nature of that fpecies of evidence, can 

POSSIBLY afcend. But, as the quefiion, 

after which, they en'quired, was neceffa­

rily a quefiion of FACT, it could not 

POSSIBLY be ASCERTAINED by REASON­

I Ii: G, but only, as all other faB:s muR 

be, either, by our own aB:ual EXPERI­

ENCE, or, the T EST I 111 0 N Y of others. 

Reafoning being of no further ufe, even 

in inftituting experiments, relative to the 

objeB:s of our fenfes, than the contTivan­

ees of means, to render fame things fin­

fiblc, which were before unperceived. But 

as in this life, we certainly can never 
• 

EXPERIENCE, what is the will and IN-
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'f E l-I'T ro N of God, in refpea to anotl1er, 

.. they CANNOT POSSIBLY therefore, be 

MADE KNOWN to us, but by the TESTI­

MONY of SOME ONE,' who produces the 

AUTHORITY of GOD TO REVEAL THEM • 

• 

It muft likewife be confeifed, much as 

I admire and reverence the Socraticos Viros, 
as Tully fome where calls them, tllat their 

fuppofition (though I know not that any 

one has before obferved it in this fenfe) 

was calculated, only in a manner, for phi­

lofophers. As in the Jocratic philofophy, virtue 

is fynonimous with wifdom, to which the 

vulgar could not afpire; and VICE with 

IGNORANCE; in which they were neceifa­

rily involved. Not becaufe. philofophers, 

who difcovered it, could not have in­

ftrufred them in virtue, as Sherlock, (who 

was however one of the deepeft thinkerst 

and clofeft reafoners of this age, too much 

fo, for the generality of readers to un-
, 

derftand) has fuppofed. For the; might 

o have 
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have been taught, VIRTUE as an ART, • 

as they are taught OTHER arts, without 

Us"DER~TANDING the PRINCIPLES, which 

are the CONCLGSIONS of SCIENCE; but 

the real reafon was, becaufe no H U ~l A N 

TEACHER'S AUTHORITY, fupplied a fuffi­

cient MOTIVE, to induce them to learn 

it, or urge them to praElice it, if learned.;; 

There enquiries, whofe fpeculations were 

comprehended under the name of PHI LO­

SOPHY, when they were once begun, ex­

cited much attention, in the ableft, and 

moft enlightened minds; and continued to 

~ There are animals, we know, who prefer 

thifiles, nettles, thorns, and briers, to the finel!: 

grafs, of the richeft pallures. Similar to theirs, 

f<"em to be the taRes of tbofe, who prefer, the 

weedy works of fame other Englilh divines, to 

the firm, and nourilhing produaions, raifed by 

the genius "f aSher loclt • 

• 

• 
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give exercife, to much acutenefs of rea~ 

foning, and much {libtilty of difpute. From 

hence arofe therefore, a variety of dif~ 

fenfions, and divifions, not only amongfr 

the antirnts, but likewife amollgfl the 11Z0~ 

derns, as they happened to be more or 

lefs prepoffdfed in favour of one, or other 

of the different GRECIAN PHILOSOPHERS, 

from whole fpeculations, fuch notions are 
, 

chiefly derived, and propagated. 

For, the difciples of Socrates, (excepting 

thofe who followed Plato) foon feparated 

into various feas, and were divided by a 

multitude of opinions. And, not being able to 

fatisfy themfelves in the DEMOl\STRATION 

of a future exiflence, again ABSTRACTED 

the LAWS of virtue from the WILL, and 

AUTHORITY of a LEGISLATURE, and the 
• 

fanaions of F U T U R E ,rewards and punifh-
, 

ments. But then turning their enquiries to 

the SUMMUM BONUM, or what conflitutes 

02 the 

• 
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tbe bigheft bappinefs of this life; each, 

endeavoured to find out SOME PRINCI­

cLE, which would make v I R T U E, and 

the s u ~IlIIU 111 BON U]'1 to be ON E. 

Some, as the STO ICS, maintained that 

v I R T U E, was indifputably the 5 U M MUM 

BONUlIl, becaufe, the WISE and VIRTU­

ous :lIAN, was incapable of ALL SUFFER­

lNG; as even PAIN, was to HilII, NO 

:E V I L. For as HE, according to their 

maxims, muft, before he was entitled to 

thofe appellations, have learned to DE­

SIRE nothing, but what HAPPENS to him; 

therefore it followed, that no condition, 

nor event, could befall him, but, what 

HE approved. A doEtrine evidently true 

indeed, upon the PRINCIPLES of CHRIS­

TIAN ITY; where, pain is Teally no evil; 

-becaufe it is neceffary to lead man to 

feek, as the firft objeEt of his pur[uit,­

his FUTURE FELICITY. From whence it 

foaows, as a corollary, that no event, can 
\ , 

pollibly 
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poffibly happen to the ,real CHRISTIAN, 

which will not conduce to his good, if we 

take into our view, the whole extent of 

his being. But, upon any other [uppo­

fition, this fioical doEhine is perfeaIy ri­

diculous. Becaufe it raifes a fuper/lrutture. 

without a foundation, which 

preffure, even of a lingle fione, 

able to defiroy. 

the mere 
• 

IS at once 

Some, with EPICUR us himfelf, for moft 

of his difciples mifreprefented their maller, 

founded the praRice of it, upon the con­

frant cafe and pleafiwe, or rather, tranqui-
, 

lily of mind, which virtue affords. An 
• 

opinion, which, if this world onh' be con-

fide red, every day's experience contradiRs. 

Some again with the PERIPATETICS, 'ac­

knowledged that outward objefts, afforded 

pain and pleafure, and that though virtue 

therefore, did not produce the only fatisfaRi­

on, yet, upon tbe whole; it afforded the GREAT-

EST 



, 
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EST pleafure. But this fyftem, by autho­

riling [uch a contrariety of purfuits, as 

)\.CK:-IOWLEDGED 1.lEA:-IS to HAPPDI ESS, 

carries in it's own frame, the feeds of it's 

own ddlruaion. 

Others again with CICERO, who in his OF­

FICES adopted, only a part of Plato's duarine, 

or rather ftill more clorely followed Panetius, 

founded YIRTUE on the HONESTUM, or 

the HONOURABLE; i. ,e. on the APPRO­

BATIOS of mankind. 

ruuft {kake with every 

A theory, 

blaft. As, 

which 

FAME 

for VIRTUE, no more than for SCIENCE, 

is, by any means diftributed in proportion, 

to REAL 1IIERIT. For, few men, can pe­

netrate into the deep rece{[es of the heart, 

where only it can be accurately difcerned. 

and therefore, the artful, cunning, defign­

ing hypocrite, is often puffed into renown, 

by the public breath; whilfi, the wifeft 

and the beft, are frequently expofed to all 

the 

• 
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the blafis of envy,- and all the whifpers 

of malignity. 

But at length, Go D 11aving been pleafed 

to REVEAL HIS WILL to ALL mankind, both, 

-in refpea to the AFFECTIONS, which 

are required from man) the R U LEO F 

CONDUCT he is to purrue; and the RE­

WARDS or PUNISHMENTS, which are to 

attend upon his obedience or dirobedi­

ence; men have now a1!flraEled S TIL L 

BETTER PRINCIPLES, from the DECLA­

RATIONS of the GREAT AUTHOR, and 

formed them into fyfiems, either of what 

they call VIRTUE, or of what they call 

MORALITY, or NATURAL LAW, or N A­

TURAL RELIGION. Hence, MANY have 

been induced to fuppofe, that becaufe there 

are confonant with the principles of the 

CHRISTIAN RELIGION, that religion has 

revealed to us, no other niles of condua, 

than what our own natural reojon could 

difcover i and notwithftanding therefore, they 
• admit . 

• 

• 
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admit the rule;, they rejea the autlz01"itYj 

upon which they are built; and even ri­

dicule the evidence, by which, they are 

eftablillied. 

Mankind then, having totally forgotten. 

or, having never learned, what cxpo"iencr: 

COuld have taught (hem, of the procefs 

of the human mind, in the dj[covery of 

all the duties, which proceed from the 

exercife of their own faculties; and what, 

with all their application, they were inca­

pable of difcovering; whatever RIGHT or 

DUTY, however difcovered, which appeoTs 

to them to be REASON ABLE, they con~ 

elude, to have been the produce of that 

faculty, from it's earlieft cultivation. In­

volved in this miftake, they produce fyf-
• • terns, as contammg ORIGINAL, ETERN AL, 

and U!MUTABLE OBLIGATIONS, by which 

they aJIert, that ALL MEN were EVER 

bound to aa, BEFORE 

ANY COVERNMENT; 

" 

the EXISTENCE of 

i. e. even before 

there 
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there was the poffibility of the purfuit of 

any invefligations, which are the ON L'l 

MEANS to that END. Thofe then, who are 

once feduced into thefe errors, confe­

quently confider, the above really diflinEt, 
and .feveral Jeparate SPECIES of knowledge, 

as having only ONE SIMPLE INVARIABLE 

caufe; and that caure, as being the SOLE 

ORIGIN of ALL men's VARIOUS RIGHTS, 

and DUTIES WHATSOEVER. 'Vhereas, on 

the contrary, so FAR, AS ANY of them, 

were DISCOVERED by MEN, they were 

only the DEDUCTIONS, which they had 

made, in CONSEQUENCE of the RIGHTS, 

to which, GOVERNMENT FIRST GAVE 

BIRTH; and mua therefore, be SUBSE-
• 

QUENT, NOT 

ENCE. 

• PRE V IOU S to I T ~ E X I S T-

So likewife, fuch a [yaem of doEl:rines 

as the CHRISTIAN 
• 

REV ELATION contams" 

could not have been attended ~with any 

bene·fit to mankind, (except to thofi, to 
.p whom 

• 

-
• 

• 

• 
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whom it was gi\-en as a cOillphtion of a 

Jorm~r ) 'till the eftablilliment of hllman 

governments and laws, and the tTadition of 

the EXI.STEXCE of a GOD, had led men 

into fpeculations, and enquiries, concern­

jng WH.\T aaions, were maft probably 

pleafing to, that FIRST CAUSE, and PRE­

SERVER of ALL THIl\GS_ This, we may 

learn from f'xpf1-ience of objeCts, which, if 

we do not aCtually fee, are however made 

known to us in the pages of hiftory. For, 

from it's records we learn; that there arc 

now man)' nations, though they may be 

taught to believe, in the aut/le1zticity of 

the (lzrifiian religion, arc, for want of the 

exercife, of their reafon on civilization, 

and other arts, totally unfitted for the 

praaice of it's duties.';: And on the con­

trarv, all thore in the moft cultivated na-, 

• 

• 

tIOns, 

~ See my CO~1MENCEMENT &nnon, before 

the Univerjity of Cambridge_ 
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tions, who co NeE I V E thoft· duties to be 

NO OTHER, than 'what are DISCOV'ERABLE 

by REASON ;-are incapable of embracing, 

and relifhing, 

it's doRrines. 

the pun} and jubli1JlIjl, of 

For they even deem lllat, 

to be MORAL conduEl, which originates only 

in the NATURAL PASSIONS of mankind, 

-fuch as VANITY, PRIDE, AMBITION, 

and REVENGE. 

Thus, as fame in their theory, do not 

difcriminate the various origins of thefe 

fyfiems, fa others in their praRice, con~ 

found their different qJeEls. From whence 

.it proceeds, that the SAME OUTWARD 

ACT, which is often done from VARIOUS 

.MOTIVES, is in common language, in ALL 

thefe CASES, equally' termed, GOOD, and 

VIRTUOUS. \Vhereas, upon the principles 

of chriflianit)" it is NOT the OUTWARD 

FORIII, but ONLY the MOTIVE, which 

conftitutes an aR virtuous, or· vicious. And 

therefore, many ?nay do, what in common 

p 2 di1Courfe~ 

-

• 
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difcourfe, are called good afiions, ' becaufe, 

in their corifequences, they are attended with 

good to others; who are, by no means 
nalty entitled, to the denomination of 

COOD :MEN. 

'Vhatever Jj:flem of MORAL DUTY how'­

ever, be fe1eaed; and whatever be the 

moiive chafen as the incentive, to urge us 

to correfpondent aaions; not one of them, 

have the leajt tC7ldency to A L T E R the R E­

LATION', 'between the GOVERNOR and the 

GO" ERN ED; as to the RIGHT of COllf­

:.rAN'D in the one, and of the DUTY of 

OBEDIENCE in the other. And. if the TR U­

EST, and SUREST principles be chofen, which 

are likewife fanaioned by the STRONGEST 

!>IOTIVES, and of whofe UNERRING REC­

TITUDE, them can be no doubt, as they 

come from GOD'S WISDOM, NOT MAN'-S 

RE.-\SON; THEY have, certainly at leaft 

an immediate tendency, not only to 7lwl­

lifj', and even to jubdue, all thore paffions 
of 
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of PRIDE, AMBITION, AVARICE, and R'E,", 

~ENGE; which are, equally the CAUSES" 

of TYRAN N Y in the SOVEREIGN, and of 

RESISTANCE in the S·UBJECT. THEY there­

fore, not only, teach, but command the 

firmer, N ~T to infliEt any pain or penal­

ty, but what is. abjulute0' neceifary, to the. 

l' U B L I C GOOD; not indeed, under the 

penalty of their SUBJECT'S REBELLION, 

but of Go D'S. PU N I SH ME NT. But, they 

likewife infimEl, and enable the LAT'nH~ 

by the moll forcible injunEtions, and the 

• 

• 

brightefl: examples of :CHRIST, and his 

ApOSTLES, where the GOVERNOR, ·even 

NEGLECTS HIS DUTY, to SUBlIlIT with 

PATIENCE, not only, "for WRATH, but 

"likewife, for CQNSCIENCE fake." 

And here, Sir, I can not forbear t~ 

obferve, that as FALSE PllILOS'OI'HY, is; 

continually receding farther, and farther. 

from CHHISTIANITY; fo the TRUE, ap­

proximates as near to it, as finite, can, to 

il1jinite 
. -

• 

• 

• 
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infinite wifdom. For, I have before fug­

gefted to you, the example of Socrates, in 
HIS obedience, to the fentence of his un­

jufl judges. And could I, but prevail upon 

you, to read only Plato's little dialogue, 

hetween Socrates and Crito, and attentively. 

to ftudy, and digeft ir, it would perhaps 

impart to you infinitely more real benefit, 

than you ever received from all the vo· 

lumes upon government, you have formerly 

nad, or even tbe ESSAY, upon that Jub­

jcEt, (as you call it) ,ybich you have long 

fime written, and I long .fillee rifuted. Fo~ 

then, 
• 

Hi motus animorum, atque heec urtamina fanta. 

Pulveris exigui jaRu, comprelfa quiifcant. 

If 1 fail in this appeal, to the f Ascr· 

~ATI~G NA:llE of PHILOSOPHY, the GRA~D 

DIR.ECTRESS of lIIOD.ERN THIES; the now 

GUARDIAN 

• 

• 
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GUARDIAN PATRONESS of France,. though 

their philofophy is indeed totally different 

from that, I have jufi now recommended, 

- I defpair of any efficacy, from the 

paiJages, to which I have alfo, jufi now 

Tiferrcd you, in the pages of C H R I S TI A­

N I TY ; perfpicuous as are their words, 

and con[equently, evident as is their renee. 

With .fitch 1uondc1:ful plainnefs 

do they inculcate, both by precept 
ample, the DUTY of SUBJECTS 

R U L E RS, that one would think, 

tually impofIible, for everyone, 

indeed, 

and ex­
to their 
• • 
It IS ac-

who has 

not drank to the very dregs of MODERN 
. 

PHILOSOPHY, and who really believes, in 

the TRUTH of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 

to WITHOLD his ASSENT from the DE­

CLARATION, or to REk"USE his OBEDI­

ENCE to the INJUNCTION. How mortify­

ing [oever it may be to fome, to withdraw 

their allegiance from modem philofophm, 

in fubmiffion to the higher authority of 

CHRiST; 

• • 

• 

• 
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CHR!ST; yet, if they do acknowledge, the 

cuilwrii), of the laji, to be fuperior, to 
, 

that of the fonner, they muIl comply, and 

acknowledge, obedience in fubjeas, is due 

to their rulers, WHETHE.!t THEY BE 1IlILD 

.md GE~TLE, or CRUEL and TYRANNI­

CAL: Even impoffible, as it appears to 

.fome of )'Cl!J" admirers and fcholars, that 

fuch a declaratioi1, and adnowledgment,­

fhouJd be made by ANY 0 N E, in tbe 

conclufion, of this MOST E:-ILIGHTENED. 

• 

EIGHTEENTH, CEXTURY. 

Nay, Sir, fuch 

Iy have been the 

likewife, muft neceIfari­

predicament, in which, 

even YOU YOURSELF. would have frood, 
• 

had it not been, for tbat moIl HAPPY, 

and moIl WOXDERFUL DISCOVERY, of a 

RAT!ON AL RELlGIO:-1; whofe AUTHORITY. 

outweighs, the authenticity of REVELATION. 

A -difcovery, which fame of. the bigots of 

.our eIlablifhment, are too deIlitute of abi­

lities, to comprehend. FQr they are fa 

weak 

• 

• 

• 
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weak as to conceive, that the words cc RA. 
, 

cc TI 0 N A L R E LI GIO N," and the RE LI G ION 

of REASON, mull be fynonimous. But, as 

fuch an imagination betrays, as you well 

know, the blindeft ignoranc,e ;-1 do not 

wonder, that we always fee YOU, your 

adinirers and followers, lore your ?neekncfs. 

. your patience, and your tempe?", when­

ever you have occafion to mention the 

ARTICLES, DOCTRINES, or MINISTERS of 

the Church of England. 

For if the above ftupid fuppofition, of fome 

of the members of that worJl of all churches, 

for fuch I am told, it is, in your writings, 

-.were true, then, the grrj[cfl of all ab­
fnrdities, would follow, viz. that the CHRIS-

TIAN REVELATION, and RATlONAL RE­

LIGION, would be REALLY ONE, and, THE 

SAME THING. Becaufc, when once a RE­

VELATION IS GIVEN to ALL MANKIND,­

THAT ALONE, muft be the only RATIONAr. 

,RELIGION; IF it be REASONABLE, thin 

o the ..... 

• 

• 

" 
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, 
the CO:-lJEeTuREs 

fhould SUB:l1 IT to 

of ' 1-1 A:-I S REASO:';", . " 

the r 
DECLARATIO:-;S Oi 

'Whereas in faR, nothing can be more 

DIRECTL¥ OPPOSITE to each other, than 

Gon's RE\"EL.\TION, and what, YOU, can, 

R ,-\ Tlu:-l A L R E LI G!O:-I , The latter being a 

difpenfation only to fame CHOSE:-I .FEW, 

to enable them to determine, by the fu­

perior light of their faculties, but from 

the exereife of which we find, by expe­

rience, e\'ery received rule of LOGIC, mufl 

Ii'} be dijcarded, what PARTS of GOD'S 

.REV£LAT!O:-I they are pleafcd to admit, 

and what they chufe to Tfje8. Precifely 

in the fame manner, as we find, has 

likewife been imparted to them, the RIGHT 
• 

of CH t.: 5 1:-: G, what laws of the legiOature 

they will obey, and what, they will vilify 

and abufe. So intimately conneaed, are 

'your RELIGIOUS, and POLITICAL PRDi­

C!PL£S, and fo clofe is the ALLIANCE, 

which 
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which you conceive to exill:, between RE­

LIGION .and CIVIL GOVERN~IE:-;T; and 

confequently therefore, between C I V I Land 

RELIGIOUS ESTABLlSH!'>IENTS. 

• 
• 

There may be. fome, Sir, perhaps, fo 

ignorant, but I take for grdI1led then, 

they can only be amongll my brother 

minillers of the eflablifllment, who, accord­

ing to your repeated declarations, and 

thofe of your friends, are the !vi a S T I G N 0-

RANT of all divines; as to fancy, SUCH a 

RATIONAL RELIGION, mufl. neccffarily be 

the offspring only of pride, vanity, and arro­

gance, becaufe, they imagine, that it's Apos­

T L E S, and their converts, mull: conceive 

THEMSELVES to be WISER, than HE, who 

PROVED his AUTHORITY, to REVEAL the 

WI LL of GOD. But if men, who are dull 

enough to make fuch a fuppofition, were 

capable of reading an author, who though 
-

he was not of your fea, was admirably 

well acquainted with your do8:rines ;. they 

Q 2 might 
• 

, 
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might learn, tbat this claim to RATIONAL 

RELIGION, is one of the NATURAL IM­

PRESCRIPTIBLE RIGHTS of your PERSUA­

SID N • For this author, I mean the learn­

ed Butler, tells us, 

Suppofe the Scriptures are of fOTu, 
They're but comm!lJions of courfe, 

And Saints have freedom to digrefs, 

And vary from th(m as they pleofi. 

Having tbus accompanied you, to take 

a view of tbe foundation of the 0 x L Y 

PRINCIPLES, which can enable you to 

REJECT, the otherwife DECISIVE and IR­

RESISTIBLE determination of REVELATION 

upon this fubje&; I will, by concluding 

to the pleafing con-this letter,-Ieave you 

folation it affords. 

And am, Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER 

-
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• 

• 

LET T E R VI. 

SIR • 

A V I N G already vindicated the 

ORIGIN of thofe principles, which I 

have affigned above, againft the impu­

tation of ERR 0 R; I am now likewife to 

defend the CONSEQUENCES, which refult 

from them, againft the accufation of AB­

SURDITY, and INJUSTICE. 

To thofe, who having not the benefit 

of th0fe principles, with which the fore­

going letter concludes, and by which, men 

are 

• 

• 

• 
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are enabled to fhelter themfcl\'es, even 

from the CON\"ICTION, which REVEL.-\.­

T ION is n£ted to impart, I doubt not, but 

I fuall be able to defend the principles 

I have advanced, 

objeaion to their 

the other to their 

as clearly againft the 

(onfiqut1Zces, as againO: 
" " ongm. 

." 

Each objeaion, may perhaps upon a 

hafl:y and fuperficial view, appear to be 

as weighty and valuable as gold. But 

when both are put into the oppoute fcale, 

to be tried with it, they will both be 

found in the balance of truth, totally de­

ficient in their fpecific gravities, and con­

fequently of no intrinuc value. 

For, ji7jl, I not only mofi readily grant, 

that 1W 0'ran1l)1 or cruelty in a governor, 

can pollibly be J t; S T If lED; [0 Jikcwife I 

maintain, that the PRINCIPLES, which I have 
• 

ad\'anced, have not the remotefi tendency, 

towards any attempt, at it's jullification; , 

but 
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but on the contrary, that they in the firongefi. . 

manner pronounce their condemnation. 

I admit indeed, that from thore P R I N­

C I P L E s, it follows, that U N I V E R SAL 

Oil ED lEN C E to the government, of what­

ever nature it be, whether it be admi­

niftcred by the uncontrouled W ILL of 

ONE II! AN, of a FEW, or of .M ANY ;­

or it be Ihared in any proportions, between 

ONE, a FEW, and MANY, is EQUALLY, 

the DUTY of the gover-ned. And, howcver 

the propofition, whcn thus plainly and un­

equivocally fiated, may appear to .fame; yet 

certainly, it is not only VIRTUALLY, but 

alro POSITIVELY admitted by ALL, who 

allow, that an ABSOLUTE UNCONTROULA-

1l LE POWER, muft exift • 
SOMEWHERE, In 

EVERY STATE. Fo~ amongft all the airy 

vifions, and meteorous corufcations, which 

are continually gliding through the politi­

cal atmorphere, of this floating Iiland ;:-. -

THIS POSITION, has never, within the 

fphere of my remembrance, been denied. 

• 
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It being as [elf-evident, at lea£l as any 

propoEtion can be, that without [uch an 

_'l.BSOLUTE power, not only, no confiitutioll 

could be of any long duration, but that 

it could not even for a moment, Julfljl. 

For, if a government was even fo abfurd­

Iy con£lituted, that the P E 0 P L E were un­

der 1((, OBLIGATION to OBEY a law, 

'TILL, it had been PROPOSED to EVERY 

diJlriEl, cil)', town, village, and pariJh, of 

a wide extended empire, and had been 

APPROVED, by the MAJORITY of Al.L 

the inhabitants, men, women, and children,­

T H J s would not in the finallrfl degree I}I­

VALIDATE my CO}lCLUSION. Nay, the 

pofition would re'Ilain equally tnle, were 

even, fa alfurd, a con£litution of govern­

ment to exi£l, as the following, which 

is perhaps £lill m{)re abfurd, than the fore­

going; -viz. that the majoril)7 of the people, 

-:men, women, and children, (and what 

could the mo£l ardent lovers of LIB E R TY 

and REPUBLICA!-IISM '(I)!j!z for llIo;-e) fhouJd 

• 
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in every dijlriEl, city, town, village, and pm"ijh, 
have a RIGHT to RESIST every law, which 

they do not approve, the very fi1fl time, 

it was attempted to be executed, after it had 

been paIred; and it is to one or other of 

thefe ABSURDITIES, ALL the plans of po­

liticians in this enlightened age, ULTIMATE­

LY TEND. For even then, there MUST 

be an UNCONTROULAllLE ABSOLUTE pow-
-

ER, Jomewlzere EXISTING in the STATE, 

notwithftanding the legiflative power chief­

ly refided (as no doubt it ought) in the 

very dregs of the people, (as they have been 

inadvertently _called by fome, who have the 

profoundeft veneration for their judgment,) 

and who in that cafe, would indeed be 

the enlightened legijlators of Juck a confti. 

tution. But I fay, that even then, f6r 

fear, that the people, after they had once 
-

given their confent to a law, which had 

been paIred, for which, they had t!zen a 

RIG If T to be afl(ed, fhouJd afterwards R E­

~IST that very law, which they llad then 

R 

• 

, 
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?n7'fllodge, [orne U).,'CONTROULABLE POWER 

SO~!E"'HERE, or, the government in fuch 

a cafe, would be INST.-\NTLY DISSOLVED. 

Should fuch a blefTed form of government 

a.s this, which now only exiil:s in the Jub­
lime fpeculations of modern politicians, be 

once reduced to praaice, then indeed 

'would be realized, that beautiful pidure, 

feen by fome, in their mental eye, (" whi!ft 
fC in a fine p!trenD' ?·olling,") of the go­

vernment, of .-\ L L, by ALL. Oh glorious 

.!Era! enviable il:ate! which fome in their 

rapturous'villons fee, near at hand! For 

how much fuperior, both in happinefs, and 

duration, would it be even to that FIFTH 

MON.\RCHY, which, their forefathers like­

wife, in viuons, faw -:fafl opproochi>lg. But 

which, luckily for their defcendants, who 

entertain the moil: rooted averhon, to the 

name of a • 
MON ARCHY,-IS not )'et 

come; and of 
• 

they have now 

which, to their 

no expeRatiun. 

• 
great JOY, 



. But however, 'till the commencement of 

that other illuftrious epoch, for which, the 

greatefi and fagefi politicians of this age, 

are fo devoutly wilhing; whatever may 

be the N U M B E R of the people, whether 

JEW . or MAN Y, who, not being by the 

CONSTITUTION, vefted in any participation 

of the POWER, of MAKING or EXECU­

'TI N G the laws, {hall notwithfianding, take 

upon themfe:ves to DETERMIN E, WHAT 

LAWS they will OBEY, and WHAT,. THEY 

WILL NOT, they certainly (whatever their 

phyfical power may be) q1fimu a POWER 

in the fiate, to which they have NO RICHT. 

Becaufe they both annihilate the govern­

ment, and revert into a fiate 0/ nature. 

For by fuch a conduct, they difclaim the 

RIGHT of the GOVERNOR or GOVERNORS 

to COMMAND, and if, HE or they, to 

whom the power of making and executing 

tbe laws in the fiate be illtrufted, EX E R-

C[SE his or their It ICHT, and 

the .attempt to IN F 0 ItC E them, 

• 
DUTY, In 

meet with 

Rz RESISTANCE, 

• 
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lLESISTANCE, the people who arrogated 

the power to themfelves, to which they 

bad NO RIGHT, are certainly in the eye 
. 

of truth and reafon the CRIl\!IN ALS, and 
not the LEGISLATORS and GOVERNORS,­

as is the falliionable opinion of the day, 

in oppofition even to common fenfe. 

For. let us even fuppofe a cafe, in 

which, the people think tbe laws which 

they refufe to obey, to be very contrary 

to the general happinefs, of the fociety, 

for which the government was infiituted; 

and let tbem in reality be ever fo much, 

Jo. Now, though the legiflator can not 

be JUSTIFIED, in MAKl~G fuch a law, 

reference being ma.de to the laws of vir­

iu£, momlity, or religion: Yet when enaB:­

ed, he has, from the very natu7"e, 1fence, 
and primiples of government, a R lGHT to 

INFORCE them. Neither can RESISTANCE 

in the fubjeB:s, reference being had to the 
• 

laws of virtue and religion, be JUS TI FI ED. 

Becaufe, 

, 
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• 

.Becaufe, from the SAME NATURE of go­

vernment, THE yare B 0 U N D to obey them. 

Both parties indeed, would in fuch a cafe, be 
• 

guilty and AMENABLE to the LAWS of GOD; 

wherever, I mean, thofe laws, have been made 

known, both to the legifiator, and the people. 

And as it is the reliance, which each party 
• 

has on it's own power, to fubdue the other, 

which when UNRESTRAINED by RELIGION, 
• 

can ever induce either party to MAKE 

AN APPEAL TO THE SWORD, when any 

difference in opinion, occurs between the 

governor and the governed, NOT HI N.G, 

can more EFFECTUALLY EVINCE the IM­

PORTANCE and NECESSITY of RELIGION. 

to the SUPPORT of CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 

It's aid being we fee, INDISPENSABLY 

REQUISITE for the INSTRUCTION, BOTH 

of the governors, and the governed. in 

';fHEIR DUTY; and for the fupply of both 

with HIGHER PRINCIPLES, and more FOR-
• 
CIBLE MOTIVES, to fubdue their palliom. 

and to regulate their refpeaive condua t() 

each other. by SUBJUGATING the DE-

• 

• 



• 
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SIRES of BOTH PARTIES, to the WILL 

of GOD. REVERENCE, therefore for the 

DEITY and OBEDIENCE to HIS REVEAL-

:ED LAWS, and a S.'\.CRED ATTENTION to 

ALL the MEANS, which LEAD to fuch an 

E ~ D, are both the great C E ;\1 E N T in 

EVERY PART, and the GRAND KEY-STONE 

in the WHOLE fRA:I!E of CIVIL GOVER/-;-

1>1 E NT. Becaufe, it is evident, that with­

out the controul of religion, there is no 

power to curb the DESPOTIC WILL of the 

GOVERNOr:. but, the fia7- of the ubcllion 
• 

of the Jubjeas; and aIro, that, WITHOUT 
, . 

IT S INfLUENCE, NO RESTRAI:s"T remaInS 

upon the STILL !lIORE LICE"NTIOUS WILLS 

OF THE SUBJECTS, when, aU dread is 

removed from them, of the ability of the 

r..der, to controul. In either cafe, 

. is plucked from curb'd licence, 

The muzzle of reflraint, and the wild dog 

Shall Refit his tooth on every innocent. 

This 

• 
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This CONCLUSION, you perceive, Sir, 

not only flows direRly and uninterrupted­

ly from the foregoing PREMISES; but 

likewife as you will find, nec1farily gives 

rife to OTHER STREAMS OF KNOWLEDGE. 

with the so U RCES of which, you feem at 

prefent to be unacquainted; as they are 

certainly not to be difcovered, by any di­

reRions, which have been pointed out by 

.Mr. Locke. But, as there more properly be­

long to A:-IO'lHER PART O'F OUR ENQUIRY, 

and WI L L, in T HAT, be evidently dif­

cernible; I {hall now feize this opportu­

nity, of leaving you for a time to your lucu­

brations, that you may, if you choofe fa 
to employ the interval, MEDITATE upon 

this MOST VAL U An LE, and confequently 

mof!: IMPORT.'\.NT of ALL SUBJECTS, which 
, 

can either folicit man's attention, or engage 

his enquiry. 

I am, Sit, 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER 
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LET T E R VII. 

-~IR, 

S. from the little knowledge I have 

of human nature. I apprehend, it 

to be moil probable, that you have rather 

been endeavouring to find fome broken 

link in the chain. by which my foregoing 

premifes and conc1ufions are united. than 

to difcover, what other links will natural. 

ly append to it. I !hall in this letter. adapt 

myfelf precifely to fuch a meditation. For. 

though I have not the fmalleft apprehen. 

lion of your difcovery. of a flaw in that 

c07Zcatmatioll. yet I doubt not, but you 
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imagine, that yOil have an inftrument with~' 

in your reach, by which you {hall be able 

to {hatter, the whole chain, into a thou­

fand fragments. 

For, I apprehend, tnat you are ready 

to oppofe to thefe principles, and conclu­

fions, that fophifm, if I may be allowed 

the expreffion, «millies decies repetitum .. 
with little variation in form; viz. «that, 

"as the very end, for which government 

"was inftituted; was the general happinefs 

«of the [ociet}', it is therifore aifurd to 

"fuppofe, that the MAJORITY can be hound 
tr to OBEY thofe commands, laws, and in­

" ftitutions, to which, they have not by fome 

"means or other, given their affent, which 

"is the UNALIENABLE RIGHT of ALL 
• , .. 

'.MANKIND • 

• 

But, Sir, be pleafed tei confider, that it 

is upon the. trutl£ of the TWO following 

S POSITIOl'iS, . 

, 



, 
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POSITIONS, that ALL GOVERNMENT WHAT­

SOEVER was ORIG~NALLY founded. 

Firjl, that the MULTITUDE, are NOT 

the BEST JUDGES, of what, will mojl con­

duce e\'en to their own individual, much 

lefs therefore, to the general happinefs of 
a focietv. . , 

And fccondly, that, if, they co U LD dif­

cover the "lEANS, to this GREAT END;­

they would not v a L U N TAR I L Y impofe 

upon themfelves. tbofe rllmints which are 

neceffary for it's attainment. 

/ 

The truth of the FIRST of thefe pofi-

tions, is evident from hence. that the hulk 
of the people, can. neither [pare a fuffici­

ent portion of time, to allot to 1-ejleElion, 

nor confequently therefore have the requi­

lite opp0;tunity, for the acquifition of that 

portion of reafon, undeljlanding, and wiJdom, 

which is. abfolutely neceffary, for the fe-
leElion, 

• 
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leElion, of the propeTefl MEA N s' to 'that 
EN D, out of a great variety of circilmfian., 

. 

ces, whofe GENERIC, and SPECIF"lC DIF-

FERENCES, can not be afcertained, without 

much dofenefs of attention, and exa:anefs 

Df diTcrimination. For fure1y, 'LEGISLA­

TION confidered as a SCIENCE, at leaf!: 

requires as good ABILITIES for it's ACQUI­

SITION as allY other SCIENCE; and when 

cOhfidered as an ART, demands as habi­

tual an application, and ]kill for it's PRA'C:' 

TIeE, as any .other ART. 

The truth of the ficond propofition, is 
not lefs evident than that of the firft. For, 

were the rlZ1tltitude, capable of dijlingitij1l­
ing, what is mojl conducive to T}I E I R G E­

NERAL Goon; upon WHAT PRINCIPLE, 

I befeech you, could they be IN D U C E D 

to CHOOSE it, in preference, fo tlie imnie­

diate gratification of fome dejire, inclination, 

and palfion, efpecially when, as in the cafe 

fuppofed, . there was no expeElation of any 
S 2 puuilhmcnt, 

, 
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puniLhment. or controul whatfoever, to ili .. 

force it? Will you fay, they might de­

rive fufficient motives from the LAWS OF 

VIR TU E, or of MORALITY. But, before you 

can maintain this, you mull have totally 

fcrgotten, what, has been already fully pro­

ved, that had fuch a pofition as thi" been 

origi7lally admitted, as the JUS T pTinciple 
of ALL government, viz: that the people, 

OUGHT either to make, or, when made. give 

their approbatz"on to the LAWS, before they 

fhould be obliged to 0 BEY them; then, . 

NO SUCH LAWS as THOSE of VIRTUE, 

COULD EVER have been DISCOVERED by 

buman reafon, for the regulation of hu­

man conduS:. For, it has been clearly 

fhown, that THE Y, are all built, upon the 

EXPERIENCE. which is derived 

UTILIT~ of GOVERNMENT, in 

from the 
• 

COMPEL-

LING the multitude, to SACRIFICE the gra­

tification of their PRIV AT E, inclinations. 

and SELFISH paffions, to the GENERAL 

happinefs of the SOClE~Y; and, that from 

-. thence, 

• 
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thence, there GENERAL LAWS of VIRTUE 

and MORALITY, were DEDUCED; to com. 

prehend, within the bonds of their obli •. 
• 

gatJon, ALL !>IANKIND. 

If however, you will rrjeEl this .fjjlem czI 
1nine, as too novel for your appetite, and 

will go back to the old fyfiem of any other 

writer, upon the ORIGIN of MORAL OB­

LIGATION; you will find; that your ar-
• 

gument, by "proving too rnueh,-proves no-

" thing." Fe:-, if the laws of virtue and 

?norality, are able to INDUCE the multi­

tude to .Iacrifice upon all occafions, their 

own PRIV AT E GR A Tr FICA TraNS to the 

PUB LIe GOO D, then it follows, that all 

civil government, is altogether l.j.nnece!fary, 

and urelefs, either to the guidance, or re­

ftraint of men's volitions, and inclinations. 

Whereas to produce this GREAT EN D, was 

1-eally the SOLE PURPOSE of· IT'S FIRST 
,. 
HISTITUTION. 

Will 
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'Vill you then maintain, that however 

.falfe, fuck a pofition wop LD have been 

formerl), ; yet as Go D has been- pleafed to 

REVEAL HIS WILL, to ALL mankind, there 

can be no objeaion to the admiffion of 

SUCH a PRINCIPLE of government now; 

becaufe, CHRISTL'\~ITY, fupplies ALL MEN, 

with a SUffICIEXT MOTIVE., to SUCH a 
condua? 

If tbis, lliould be your argument; per­

mit me to remind you; fil1, that, as 

chrifiianity [upplies motives, equally tjficaci­
au; to the govemors, as to the gourned; 

by parity of 1-eafoning, there is much Iifs 

1ZeCeJlity NO \Y, to admit the people into 

any participation of the legijlative power,,­

than there was former!;, ; becaufe there is 

now therefore by your own confeffion, an 

additional rllraint upon the T Y RAN N Y of 

GOVER:\ORS. And CHRISTIANITY, certain­

ly does mt [upply the people, with that 

knowledge, which is neceJfary for making 

CHANGES 

• 

• 
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CHANGES in governments; though, it fur­

nillies them, with that wijdom, which is rc­

quijite, for THEIR OBEDIENCE to govern­

ors. For it even gives us, particular 

caution, cc to BEWARE of THOSE, who 

« are GIVEN to CHANGE." 

Second0', had you been aware of the 

conJequences, which .follow from t!tis argu­

ment,. they would have made you « fiart 

"qjide, like a broken bow." For fuch an 

argument, by the fubftitution of anothel" 

principle, inftantly deprives the people of 

their claim, to a /hare in the legijlatioll,.­
upon the pene divinum. plea, of, NAT U­

RAL RIGHT. 

Third0', if, becaufe, God has vouchfafed 

to i?'iflntEl man in his duty, we are thel"c-
• 

. {oI·e according to your .!J:flC11b of logic, to 

conclude, that ALL MEN WILL NECESSA­

RILY UNDERSTAND, and PRACTISE it; 

. this happens unfortunately to you, to be 

a 

• 
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a conc1ufion, which daily expcrienc~ tonlta~ 

diErs, from the very evidence of your own, 
and your friends condua. For, though 

the chriftian religion inculcates into it's vo~ 

taries, univerfal S U B:'11 SS ION to 111lers, there 

is not a day paffes over our heads, in 

which, either Y0lt, or fome of J'our affoci­

ates, do not contradia this, by inculcating, 

NOT OBEDIENCE, but RESISTANCE to go~ 

vernment,' as the GRAND DUTY, of SUB­

J ECTS. 

But, if this conclufion, were not even 

thus irreconcileable with FACT; yet, mark 

wdl, I befeech you, what frill 7nlffl be, 

the melancholy tendency of it's confequences. 

For though, certainly fuch a conclufion; 

might be productive of the 1n1f; IMPOR­

T AN T benefits, by railing a fiouu, which 

would EX TI R PAT E every root, and branch, 

of our RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT; "a 

cc confummation, b), Y0lt, (no doubt,) devout. 

" ly to be wijhed;" yet unluckily, it would 
• 

• In 

• 

• 
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in it's fury, hurry away with it likewife" 

, every timber, brick, and ftone of every 

diifenting minifter's meeting-houfe in the 

whole world. 

For, admitting this doarine to be true; , 

it would then be an aa of robbery, in 

every minifler of eve?y denomination, to de-

mand contributions, any more, than tithes 

from their congregations. Or at leafi, it 

would be but a Jwindling trick, in them, 

to cozen their congregations out of their 

money, by pretending, to ,felll.hem a com-
modity, of which they w::re in full poifef-

lion, without the payment for it, even of 

a lingle. doit . 
• 

I . have fame confolation however, in 

thinking, that how frequently foever, fuch 

,a doarine as this, I am now combating, 

may be advanced; that it arifes only from 

the laudable 1notive, of rendaing our P R E­

~ENT CIVU. and RELIGIOUS ESTABLISII-

T MENT 



• 

:liEXT COXTDIPTIBLE, in the eyes or 

IT'S SUBJECTS; and by thefe means, e7t­

couraging them, as far as can be done, 
. 

with life!.)', to overturn it, and bury it's 

doCtrines, and it's minifters, in the ruins. 

For, I cannot think, that . even YO L', 

SIR, and then it is impoffible to conceive, 

that ANY O:-;'E ELSE, would be willing to 

put luch a doarine, to the only Jure te.fl 
of it's truth, EXPERIENCE. That is to 

fay, ·to try, whether the multitude, (I 

mean,) not only barely the majority, but 

an aImofr infinite number above a majori­

ty, (for if a majority has a RIGHT, a 

fortiori, a larger number has frill more 

right, to :lIAKE L,nvs) are not BE S T 

QUALIFIED, to E:-;'ACT LAWS for the ge-

7ZCral happinefs ; and whether, they will 

not :l10ST READILY OBEY tbem, when, an , 
tempo/'al penalties are removed; and no­

thing remains to inforce them, but merely 

the more remote influence of Teligioif.S Jane-
• 

tLOIlS • 

• 
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tjons. For it fhould feem, that the Nali~ 

onal AjJembly of France, even in their M U L~ 

TIP LICI TY of EXP E R 1M E N TS, all founded, 

upon t~e REVERSE of every conclufion, 

deduced from experience of the nat2trc of 

man, have not yet advanced quile. fa far, 

as to try this; as they have neither giv­

en at prefent, a l\IAJORITY of the PEO­

PLE, a RIGHT of MAKING LAWS, nor 

even of CHOOSING REPRFSENTATIVES. 

Yet THE Y have in riferve, a much 7lWTC 

pozveifztl engine of their own contrivance, 

to ENFORCE OBEDIENCE, than as they 

think, ANY REVELATION FROM GOD) can 

poffibl y be ;. you al ready guefs tbat I mean, 

-their intended .Fame of inJiitutes,· for 

the EDUCATION of a CITIZEN. 

'T£ll therefore, the legillators of a/her 

nations are become even wife)', than thore 

enlightened ones in France, who have dif­

covered REVEALED RELIGION to be a 

JEST, . and INJUSTICE to be NO VICE ;--'-

T2 and 

, 



. 

and that PILLAGE, ROBBERY, MURDER. 

and SACRILEGE, are the FOUR CARDI. 

N AL VI R TV ES ; the fubje8s of othe?' na­

tions, mu£l be content to 0 BEY the laws, 

of their rerpe8ive governments, though they 

fhould not happen to cnaEt them. Nay, 

though they fhould, even chance to think, 

that a law does not contribute to the 

greatrfi gmeral happinefs; they are £lill 

buund to obedience, from a PRINCIPLE, 

which is the foundation of ALL GO V E R}.1-

:ME~T, and therefore paramount to all other 

confiderations. For where ever, a legiJla­

ture exi£ls, tbough it be compored of fal­

lible men, it follows, from the very difi:ni­

tion of the term, that it has a right to 

~fAKE, and the executive power, has a RIGHT 

to enforce fuca laws, as feem to THEM, 

htfl calculated to produce the geneTa! hap­

pinefs : and Jubm ijJion to them~ is the D v-
• 

TY of ALL the SUBJECTS. THIS is a 
,. 

PR IXCIPLE 01 U}I I V ERSAL 0 B LI GATIO N, 

which is common to ALL l.AWS, from the 

YERY 

• 

• 

• 



( 149 ) 

VERY ESSENC.E of the thing, . whether, they 

are laws made by the legiilature of a par­
ticular fiate, whether, they are the LAWS 

of virtue, or of 1norali0', deduced by men's 

reafoning faculties, or JanElioned by the 

REVELATION, of an INFALLIBLE LEGIS­

;LATOR. 

St7-ange, and almoJl inconceivable, as the 

foregoing pofition may appear, to many at 

firfl fight; yet, it is in JaEl, not only 
• 

pClfeElly intelligible, but likewife very eafily 

proved. For, were individ1tals left to them­

felves to determine, when even thoje gene-

1-al laws, of morality . and rel£gion, fhould 

be obeyed, and when not; many, or all, 

-even perhaps of THEM, would NOT AP­

I' E AR to be alway's conducive to the ge­

neral good. On the contrary, it would ap­

pe~r to the fallible optics of the wi[efi 

men, that G REA T ERG 0 0 D in paTLiculaT 

cafes, might arire from the non-obfervance. 

than from aaing in conformity to them. 

But 

• 



. But why then, it may be afked, did 
• 

men deduce fuch general laws, and reduce 

them into a fyfiem of morality, and why 

is UXIVERSAL OBEDIENCE to them re­

quired? For how then, can fuch a re­

quifition, be for the general good? 

The anfwer, is, plain, and obvious and 

even familiar. Becaufe, though more ap­
parent good, might even arife, from a 

KOX-CO:,lPLIANCE with them, in fame par­
ticular cafes; yet, were a pamflfion given 

to each individual, to judge for hilJlje!J. 

when, obedience to them, was proper, and 

.chen not; juch a penniffion, would be in 

f!ge8, an ABROG.-\TIO!l1 of them AS LAWS, 

and would often authorize the perpetra­

tion of murder, adultery, robbery, and 

every fpecies of injufiice, for the preven-

lion of which, 

intended. 

they were, • 
III ALL CASES 

• 

Precifely 

• 



• 

Precifely therefore, for the fame reafol1 

alfo, it is, that fitch a permiffion can not 

be granted to IubjeEls; which, is not on­

ly contended for as a thc01-ctical truth, but 

DEMANDED as the NATURAL UNALIENA­

BLE RIGHT of ~!AN, and of the PRAC­

TIC E . of which, through all it's confequCiZCCS, 

it is affirmed to be an aEl of injlifiicc, em­

elt)', opprejJio1Z, and l)'rannny in arl)' govern­
ment, to deprive an)', even the lowdl, of 

it's members. For if it were, the LA \\'s 

of the S TAT E, would likewife, in this cafe, 

as the laws of virtue in the former, be in 

dicE! ANNULLED, government would be 

dilfolved; men would again fall into that 

very flate of nature, and of AN ARCHY. 

which involves tJlem in infinitely more mi­

fery, than, the very WORST FORM of CI­

v I L GO V ERN MEN T, can l:' ass I B L Y PRO-

DUCE. 

Hence then it follows, that if an Im­

man legifldture, even e1~oins it's fubjdls, 

either 
• 

, 
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either to umit any aRion, of which, by 
the laws of virtue, or Teligion, the omf.Uion 

appears to them, to be wrong; or COlll­

'll:ands them to peiform fame aRion, which 

\\'hen brought to the fame TEST, appears 
to them to be YICIOUS or • 

WICKED; It 

does not then become their DUTY to re­

.rift and rebel, but they are bound QUI E T­

L Y to fubmit to the lqfs of the feeming 

good, :however great it might be, which 

they would have obtained, by a compliance 

with the laws; or to any other inconveni.:. 

ence or pain, which they might fufiain. 

in confequence of difobedience. ExaRly, as 

in all other cafes whatfoever, where we 

would regulate our conduR, by the rules 

of virtue or morulit)" whenever any plea­

Cure, or feeming advantage, might be ob­

tained by the gratification of the PASSI­

O!'< s, fuch pleafure and advantage, 1llzif/; be 

Jacrijiced, to the laws of virtue, and religion. 

However wl·ong therefore, a legiflature 

may be in enacting flme laws, yet, the 

people 
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})Cople are llill bound to obey them, unlefs 

fuch laws are deftruaive of fome particu­

lar conflit1tiion, by making a breach in the 
compaEl, between the GO v ERN ED and the 

GOVERNOR~, in that PARTICULAR FOR~{ 

of gov~rnmem:; alld for which bTeach, that 

VERY CONS'TITGTION 11 as PROVIDED a 

REMEDY, by AUTHORISING in Juc1! cafes, 
the PEOPLE'S DIS'&OEDIENCE. But a rc­

fiifal of obedience in the JubjeEls, to the 

ACTS of the LE~ISLATURE, much more­
repfta,nce or rebellion, ml,lft be in ALL 

OT·H.ER CASES, at ALL TIMES, offences of 

the mon complicated guilt, and crimes of 

the deepeft dye. For, thl.': magnitude of the 

guilt, mull not only be efiimated, by the 

uneontrO'ltiable violence of the PASS ION 5, in 

the firft, and more immediate agents; but 

alfo, by the number, ·and h.ein.ouInefs of 

the crimes, of which, they are only medi.­

alely, or even remotely the cauJes.;. and: 

likewife by the unmeafurable inl,l~dation 

9f evils, which, ilTuing forth from both 

U ilie~ 
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thefe fources, raging in a refifi1efs torrent, 

-muP.:- necdfarily overwhelm the - whole 
kingdom, in - ruin, and defolation. 

-

So truly trifling, falJe and fophiflical, 
(and 1 fhould add contemptible, but for 

fear of giving you offence) are thefe AR­

GU:\lENTS, and ALL OTHERS likewife, which, 

are founded upon the fandy, or rather 
-

undifcoveriible foundation, of the N ATU-
-

RAL RIGHTS OF MEN. Notwithftanding 

therefore, the NATIONAL ASSE:'IBLY 
-

OF 

FRAKCE, -have advanced· THE:'f,· as the 

FIRST PRINCIPLES OF ALL GOVERNMENT; 

in their DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, 

-

-. 

'\V'oicb, now to repfe, and now to nDnrenfe, leaning, 

1>Ieap not, but blunder round about, a meaning. 

-

and though, even the PEOPLE have SANC­

TIOXED cettes lanta-nes, by· the penalty of 
the lantem pnfl; yet, the venerable MIN o­

R ITY of that modey body, enlifted under 

the 
-

-

-
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the banners of REASON, mua ever brand 

them with reprobation, and reje8. them with 

contempt. • • 

To our mof!: fincere willies, and hopes, 

therefore, may we not add alfc), our firm 

trufl:, and confidence, that thefe "unfilbjlan­

«tiat pageants," called NATURAL RIGHTS, 

are now "dijfolved," and wJll be no longer 

blown with 1"eJllefs vi: knee 
'round about the pendant world. • 

- . 

. That )'OU, may have time, by confide ring 

what has been already [aid, to form the 

fame hope, breathe tbe fame Wial, and at­

tain to the fame truft and cOllfidence, I 

fnal! conclude this letter~ remaining 
• 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

LETTER 

" 

• 

• 
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-

• 

• 

LET T E R • 

VIII . 

• 

HOPE you have had now fufficient 

leifure, moll: maturely to weigh, the 

words, NATURAL RIGHTS. and to exile 

them for ever from your mind, to the 

regions of nonfenfe; where only they 

could have their birth, from the union of 

ERROR, with AN ARCHY. For, if thore, 

which are called RIGHTS were NATURAL; 

-:tben GOVERNMENT would be UNNA­

TURAL. And if all men claim it, as their 

NATURAL RIGHT to DO AS THEY PLEASE, 

:SO C·OV.ERNMENT CAN POSSIBLY EXIST. 

The 
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The only queftion therefore, which a 

JubjeEt can ail" himfelf, under ANY SPECIES 

OF GOVERNMENT, is not, what RIGHTS 

fhould, I WISH to have, and therefore may 

dahn as INDEFEASIBLE; but, . 

Firft, WHAT ARE the RIGHTS, to which, 
. I am entitled, by the CONSTITUTION of 
the government, under which, I live • 

• 

Secondly, whetl1er, [uch others, as I fhould 

1.uijh to have, WOULD be COMPATIBL1'l 

with the ·prcfent particular RIG H T s, and 

general wijhes and welja1'e of my fellow 

fubjeRs. 

Thirdly, whether I, and thofe who en­

tertain the fame inclinations, and opini­

ons with myfelf, are likely t00btain them 

from the legiilature, without DIS T U R BI ~; G • 

. the TRANQUILITY, PEAcv. and HAP· 

I!I NESS, of the fociety? 

For" 

• 



For, tbe GENERAL HAPPINESS of the 

WHO L E kingdom, is certainly the G R A !'I D 

END, to which, every law {hould tend; 

even more invariabl)', than the needle, when 

touched by the Ioadllone, does aauaIly 

turn towards tbe pole. 'Vhere, therefore, 

under any conllitution of government, the 

legiilature enaas any law, which can im­

part a GOOD, to flrne, which they did not 

bifore enjoy, or Temove from them, fame 

INCONVENIE~CE, which they before fu[­

tained, wit1!out SUB J EeTI N G the rell, to 

INJURY or IxeOXVENIENeE: . th~l'e, . thft 
" government IS IMPROVED. 

In fuch a cafe, however, the legiflature. 

{bould moIl: cautiuufly attend, to the VeT), 

wide difiance, there is, between the RE .. 

)10 V AL of an aElual pain, or pofitive in­

convenience; and the CONfERRIXG of 

!-lEW POWER. 

FOl", 

• 
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For, to the fanner, a man may be faid 

to have ,fame claim, from the laws of mo-

rality, and religion. To the athe?', he can 

not pretend, to fet up even any moral plea 

whatfoever j but there may be not only 

many political, and conftitutional, but like­

wife even fome mOTal objeRions agaiT!/t it. 

So likewife; even in the removal only of 

pain, or fome poIitive inconvenience, the 

legiflature, {lIould not only attend to the 

immediate, but alfo, to t!le remoter con fe­

quences, which may refult from it j as to 

the proba~le converiion of the freedom, 

from PAST RESTRAINT, into the acquiJi-

tion of F U T U R " rOWER. 
-

For no argument, can poffibly be- more 

abfurd, or contradiRory, in mry ,fet ~f men, 

even, fupprjing the faEl to be true, upon 

which they build it j than to pretend,­

that they ha\'e a claim to any fuch indul" 

gent relaxation, of the rigour of the laws, 

-becauJe, wltilfl they were undeT this TC-

flraint, 

, 
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jb-aint, they Were quiet and peaceable 

jeEts. As {,hs, only proves, that the 

had anfwered the purpo[e, for which 

ful>~ 

laws 

thev , 

'Were enaaed; viz. that of making quiet 

fubjeEts of thofe, who were refilefs and 

refraEtory, before ·the pailing of thore laws. 

But, B EC AU S E, it was for the very purpaft 

of producing this dfeEl, that the rtjh-aint 
Ulas lared 'upon them; 'FOR THAT VERY 

7eaJon, their pafl lc'plt), and obedience, un­

der fuch circumflances, however great they 
. . 

might have been, , can not poHibly, be any 

PLEDGE, or SECURITY for their future 

condufl, when, that VERY RESTRAINT,­

fhould be RE~IOVED. 

, 

-
A more ample, and indifputable iI1ufira­

and confiI mation, of the truth of tlon, 

thefe obfervations, can not be given, than 

that, with which, you yourfelf have been 

fo kin::! as to fupply us, in your twelfth 

letter, page 122. 

Fol' 

• 

• 
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For there you fay, (( time was· when 

"' (the Church of England) pretended, to 

"fear 1vhere no fear was, and being then 

"VIGOROUS, her cries were heard, as the 

(C roaring if a lion. Of late, {he has 

<C BEE N S 0 FEE B L E, that, WEb N L Y 

(( AMUSF. OURSELVES WITH THEM, and. 

cc now the DANGER is really TRANSFER­

e'RED FROM US, to THEMSELVES." 

Now, what does, this very plain, and 

explicit declaration, amount to, BUT TH I S 

very kind information, that we were FOOLS, 
• 

to take alvay the penal laws, againft' you, 

and your friends; for, that YOU, having 

now acquired power,' -notwithftanding all 

your pretences to liberality of fentiment, 
• 

and chriftian charity;" to loyalty to the 
-

King, and love to your Country; notwith-

ftallding your claim to a monopoly of all the 

wifdom and virtue in the kingdom, . WILL 

eagerly feize every opportunity, (and you 
• • 

go. on, to point out the opportunities,· which 

, X will , 

, 
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~:in . be afforded) of us I N-G that v E R :t 

,POWER, to the D.ESTRUCTION of your 

truly liberal, and generous benefaaors. 

Permit me' however, from -REA L TEN­

DER:-: ESS, to you, and your friends; do 

not fiart; you may venture to believe it 

'without heGtation, for my condua has been 

always firm and mar.ly towards them; (the 

open oppo[er of their opinions and doc­

trines, but more than once a cordial friend, 

and warm advocate for the men who held 

them,) to recommend to you, 11Z01'e caution, 

not only in your declarations of your.fu­

ture intentions, but likewife, in your pl-e­

jent corljlant exhibitions, of your rooted pre-

judices; your bigotted animofity, 'and your 

unchriftian hatred, to the Church 0/ Eng­

land, it's doarineJ, and it's minijlers. Per­

JU'1lting the latter as you do, which is, as 
far as you can, in their literary fame,-

wherever, you can get the command of a 

periodical publication, however liberal they 

may 



maybe in 
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their [entiments, towards all 

Mil'reprefenting llkewife, thofe 

who affociate with you, from principles of 

liberality, and of chrifiian charity, as court'­

ing your company, for the' fake· of inftruc-
. . 

tion, and as leaving ~he foc·iety, of· their 

bigottedbrethren of the eftablifhment,.· 
• 

from their predileaion, . for . the ?n01'C cn-

-largedjentiments of your feEl:. 

Remember, Sir, that the LION of the 

'foreft, aHo, does not always ruar, but 

may fometimes condefcend' to- fuffer, fome 

of the lower tribes of animals, (even per­

haps fome of that fpecies, which molt rc­

femble, and mo!l. delight in imitating meo,) 

to play around him, admit them into fume 

familiarity, proteEl: them from their moil 

ferocious enemies, and divert himl'elf with 

their gambols, though they fhould be ex­

preffive only of their vanity, and their 

weaknefs. But if, from this indulgence, 

they, growing bold, and petulant, fhould 

X 2 miftake . 

• 

• 

• • 



, 

miftake his gentlenefs for fupinenefs, and 

bis meeknefs for indifference, and once 

more rouling him from his repofe, he 

does butl;legin to Ihake his {baggy mane. 

and utter his deep-toned roar,· they would 

inftantly be fifl,lck aghafr with horror, and 

in a moment, fcramble away to the firft 

.cover they could find, fmall. enough, to 

hide them, from his awakened fury, and 

tremendous ftrength. 

But, let !-IS lay alide metaphor, and re­

turn to the fubjea, more immediately be­

fore us. \\Then, again, the executive and 

legiflative powers, G I V E UP any power, 

with which by the conftitution, they hap­

pen to be entrufied, . and of which, they 

are confcious,. ~he HAPPINESS of the so­

CIETY, do not REQUIRE the EXERCISE; 

-b;ecaufe the exertion of it, could only 

ferve to the gratification of the paffions, 

of thofe, in whom thofe powers are lodg­

ed~ who have their weakndfes and frailties 
• 

111 

• 
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iri cornmon with all other men :-in thal 

cafe likewije, there is, we fay, an alte­

ration in the government, and a rifo'rma­

tion in the conflitution. The UTMOST CARE, 

and CAUTION however, mufr alJo be ured 

on SUCH AN OCCASION, in every confri. 

tution, where, the legijlature, conJifls of 

DIFFERENT BRANCHES; to PREVENT the 

POWER, which may thus be SURRENDER­

ED by ON E of them, from being TR"AN s­

FERRED to ANY, or ALL of the OTHERS. 

For where this is the conrequence, the 

balance of the confritution, in [lead of be. 

ing amended, may be totally d£jlroycd. 

In any fuch cafes likewife, where. 

the governors of the frate, do .not of 

their own accord, pafs fuch laws, the go­

verned may under all the various forms, 

of different confiitutions, perhaps, without 

any breach, either of their moral duly, or 

their obedience as IlIbjeEls, petition for alte­

rations; provided, they do fo, with that 

rcfpeR. 

" 

• 
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r~rpea, which is always due from JubjeEls; 

to the Jupreme power in every fiate; and 

quietly SUBMIT, if, that power think dIf·' 

ferently from them, as to the PROPRIETY" 

of granting, the objefu of their petitions. 

For, from it's, decifion, there can not pof-

fibly be, under any government, 
, 

ANY 

LAWFUL APPEAL; nor even from it's ER­

RORS, and it's PREJUDICES" any RIGHT­

FUL REDRESS. 

Very unacceptable, and even difagreeable 

no doubt, mufi THESE TRUTHS appear to 

tbofe of our modern political innovators, who 

mifiake every popular, propofed alteration, 

for an excellent refOImation, in a con· 

flitution; which is, and .long has been, 

an objeCt of admiration, to fome frates, 

and of' envy, to others. To thore, who 

deem an edifice to be increafing in beau· 

ty, the nearer it approaches, to a mere 

exhibition of ruins. To thore, who,Iired by 

their own enthufiafm, conceive every [ugge[ • 
• tIon 

• 



tion of fancy, to be an objeEl: of exped 

rience. To thore, who more lukewarm in 

themrelves, but -heated by mixing in fre­

quent crouds, receive from, and communi­

cate, the flame of their prejudices, and 

_ their paffions, to eaCh other. To thore, 

who however really ignorant they are, 

yet by a conftant reciprocation of flattery, 

believe thcmfe1ves to be irradiated with 

fupereminent light, and to be po{fe{fed of 

the utmoft ftore of knowledge. To tho fe, 

who not being' often admitted under vault­

ed roofs, miftake' the reverberations of 

their own voices within, for fhouts of 

approbation, from crouds, without., To thore, 

who, becaufe hundreds of men, of genu­

ine genius and learning, who live retired 
• 

in their rural fhades, content themfelvC6 

only with defpifing their book-making, and 
, 

their prUJing, ( but not chufing to en-

not -

from 

counter their virulence and abure, do 

reply to them) pre fume therefore, 

the filence of thore, who differ from them, 

that 
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that their own opinions, are deemed, to 

be, incapable of refutation. To thofe, 

who valuing themfeh-es upon their art,.­

cunning, and addrefs, though they have 

not much knowledge of the world, and 

fiill ler.~ of human nature, fancy, that the 

real roughnefs, rudenefs, and fiercenefs of 

their difpofitions, are not perceived, on 

account of the fometimes affeEl:ed fmooth­

nefs, forwefs, and fubtlenefs of their out­

ward demeanor; and imagine that ,vhere 

a fmile is forced, upon the rigid, unre­

laxing mufcles of their mouths, there can 

be no fufpicion~ of raneour, rankling in 

the heart. 

In aU there, and fuch as thefe charac­

ters, however various may be their divi­

fions and fubdivifions, however fimilar they 
. -

may : be in fame features, and diffimilar 

in others, yet in ALL of them, no doubt, 

-THESE TRUTHS will almoft equally eX-
• 

cite difpleafure, and perhaps exaEl:ly in 
-proportIon 



• 

llropcirtion to the ftrength of the argu­

ments in their fupport, exafperate' their 
• 

refentment. 

Yet, though I am unwilling, to be the 

. caufe of pain to anyone, and if I kno", 

my own heart, never intend to excite it, 

.except, when) as I am now bound in du­

ty, for the promotion of the happinefs of 
• 

others: of fo great importance, do I deem 

thefe truths to be; that iliort as this let-
• 

ter is, I fball here conclude it; that yOll, 

and my other readers may have the more 

time, ferioufiy to confider, and accurately 

to weigh them; and attentively to fcru-
• 

tinize into all the numeTous,-;and if neg.-

leaed, dangeTous, c01ifequences, 'which follow 

in their train. 

• 

For, however the almoft facred name of 

LIBERTY, may be ufed as the denomina­

tion, of the darling objea of the' difcon­

tented, under any form of government; 
Y . it 

• 

, 
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it is certainly very feldom fo employed. 
but. as a fralking-horfe; whilfr in reality, 

the LOVE of POWER, fkulking behind it, 

affords men an opportunity of aiming at 

the deftruaion of every thing; which, 

whilfi it exifts, obfiruas their feJfifu incli­

nations, or by it's extinaibn, fupplies them, 

with food for their PRIDE, their AVARICE, 

-and their A:'IBITION. 

" 0 for that warning voice, which he who raw 
" Th' Apocalypfe, heard cry in heaven aloud." 

But if that, be not any more permitted 

to reach the ear of mortals; let BR I­

TO X s however, be warned by a voice 

which now cries aloud, and jpaTes not, from 

the oppofite fuore. 'Which, bids the SONS of 

ALBION BEWARE, what experiments they 

try upon their confritution, either in church 

or fiate; bids them B EW AR E,- of the F AS­

e I NAT ION from the well founding wOTds,­

PHiLOSOPHY, ENLIGHTENED· TIlIIES, , LI­

BERTY, and NATURAL RIGHTS; lefi,-

infiead 

.. 

-



infiead of finding the RETURN of a st. .. 

TU RN I AN REI G N, t/ley fhould Jail a .facri­
fiee to AMBITION, PRIDE, INJUSTICE,' 

IGNORANCE, and BARBARISM, marching 

in the van; or to, FURY, CRUELTY,,-

DESPOTISM, SLAUGHTER, and DJj;SOLA-

'ElON, maddening in the rear. 

I am, Sir, 

Yoursp &c • 

• 

LETTER 

• 



-

---------

LET T E R IX. 

A. V IN G now, not only, I trull, to .. 

tally DESTROYED every PLEA to the 

CLAD! of any privileges in fociet}', from 

the nat:l1-al RIG H T S of men; having alfo. 

I doubt not, for ever expelled the words 

from any future admiffion, amongjl the 

terms, which appertain to the SCIENCE of 

POLITICS; having likewife I hope, clear­

ly, and evidently traced, the ORIGIN, and 

PROGRESS of MORAL SCIENCE, through a 

path, which though ne&leaed by all for­

~er writers, was the only one, in which 

_ they 
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they ought to have proceeded; and laflly, 

" having pointed out the vaft care and 

attention, with which, even any reforma­

tion ought to be made in ANY SPECIES 

of GOVERNMENT ;" it feems to me, to be 

very probable, that in future, for the 

terms, NATURAL ·RIGHTS, MORAL RIGHTS, 

will in general be fubllituted. And per-

haps, if NO C AUT JON were given to pre­

vent it; the LATTE R words, might, at no 

diftant time be ufed, as the FORMER have 

long been ;-only as hughears, to frighten 

t:very one, from venturing to examine the 

TRUTH or .FAl:.SEHOOD of any propoli­

tion, fo entitled; upon the fuppolition, that 

ALL POSITIONS which were so .CHARAC­

TERISED, had a CLAIM from EVERY ONE, 

to an IMMEDIATE and UNHESITATING 

ASSENT. 

Thus perhaps for inftance, it will now 

be urged, that as I do, and muft admit, 

that the GEN ERAL HAPPIN ESS of the PEO-

•• 
PLE 

~ 
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i'LE, OUGHT to be the FUNDAMENTAL 

PRl!'CIPLE of EVERY GOVERNMENT,.­

and that as I alfo anow, that there are 

DIFfERENT fORMS of government, SOME 

of which, are furnifhed with BET T E R 

::IlEANS for that ONE GREAT END, than 

others; «therefore, the MAJORITY~ MUST 

"at ALL TI:'lES, have a MORAL RIGHT 

C< to change, (for infiance) a confiitution, 

cc which bas intruRed an ARBITRARY 

C( POWER, in the hands of ON E MAN,­

n fOR ONE, in which, a power fo lia. 

"hIe to he ahufed, is CON T R 0 U LED. 

"CHECKED, and REGULATED." 

To prevent however, to the utmoR of 

our power, ALL POSSIBLE ABUSE of the 

tenus, "MORAL RIGHTS," hy uling them. 

without RAVIN G IDEAS- AN N EXED TO 

TH EM, it is neceffary to ohferve; that 

when they are applied to any propoJed 
ALTERATION, in the INTERNAL GOVERN­

?lENT of a frate, the expreffions, MO-

RALLY 

.. 
• 
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It ALL Y RIG H T, and POL I TIC ALL Y 

RIGHT are, SYNONYl\1OUS. 

For, THAT change can not be MORAL­

LY right, which is POLITICALLY WRONG; 

nor politically RIGHT, which is MORALL~ 

WRONG. The GEN ERAL HAPPIN ESS, BE­

iNG, the ONLY COMMON MEASURE of any 

one, and the [arne change; , which, may 

be by [orne men, denoted in there different 

manners. The WORDs therefore are only 

different,. but the SEN S E of both the ex­

premons, is the SAME. 
, 

• 

For, fhould anyone deny this, and 

fay, that it is very eary to conceive, 111 A­

'NY CHANGES in governments, \vhich though 

undoubtedly M 0 R ALL Y RIG H T, wonld be 

POLITICALLY WRONG: if, we do but 

advance one ftep further, and enquire, what 

is to be underftood, by this pretended dif 

tinElion: we {hall finrl it to turn out, to , 
be nothing more, than this quibble; .. that 

fume 

, 

, 
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flme changes, may be conceived to be made 

in governments, which at 

and under C E R T A I N 

CERTAI~ TI~IES. 

CIRCU~!STANCES, 

might 

OTHER 

• 

certam 

CALLY 

be MORALLY RIGHT; which, at 

certain times, and under OTHER 

circumflances, would be, POL I T 1-

WRONG. But then, flill it will be 

found, that in THOSE SEASONS, and on 

THOSE OCCASIONS, WHEN they would be 

MORALLY, they would alfo, be POLITI­

CALLY right; and on the contrary, and 

fo always interchangeably, that at THOSE 

SEASONS, and upon THOSE OCCASIONS, 

that they 'would be POLITICALLY, they 

would alfo be, MORALLY WRONG. 

• 

But in anfwer to the particular pofition 

jull: fta~ed; it mull:. be obferved, that con­

fidering it, in the light, either of an 

UNIVERSAL or GENERAL PPOPOSITION, no 

one can pollibly be MORE FALSE; as 

evidentiy follows, from EVE R Y PRO 0 Y, 

which has been ALREADY ESTABLISHED. 

But, 

• 

• , 
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. But, that there MAY be CASES sup­

POSED, in which, the people might law­

fully change an arbitrary form of govern­

ment, into a more limitted one, BECAUSE, 

there MAY BE CASES, where, fuch an as:, 

would be no infringement of any man's 

R J G HT; nor occaIion an injtGry to any man, 

-I am ready to grant . 
• 

Thus for infiance, let us fuppofe a cafe, 
• 

in which, a tyrant, by death, or .fome atlLe?' 

cmife of INCAPACITY, not only lets fall, 

but can never be able again, to refume 

the reins of government; and that the conft.i­

tution has not efiabliflled any fettled rule 

of fucceffion. Here, the appointment of a 

fuccelfor, being left dependent upon the 

choice of the people, no doubt, the po­

. fi.lian is fa Jar true, that in fuch a cafe, 

the eleBors l1W)', becaufe, no right is in­

fringed, c1zange the confiitl,ltion. 

fOf, 



• 

• 

-

, 

For, the government is then for a 11Uf­

mfm dilJdvcd; and tbe multitude are re­

turned to their ol-iginal fiate of nature. If 

then, they defire again to live in a flate 

of CIVIL SOCIETY, and GOVERN~IENT, 

which they will wifh to do, if they have 

retained their [en[es: they certainly may 

either appoint another governor, with the­

fame powers, as were intrufled to the for-

mer, only making choice of one, whom 

they deem to be a wifer, and a better 

man; or, by appointing othen, either to 

fome participation in his power, or indeed, 

by dividing the whole of it, either amongft 

Jome .few, or a GREAT MANY in number, 

bope, and endeavour to efcape the evils 

which arofe, as they think, from placing 

the defpotic or arbitral) power, which 1\1 U S T 

.'uw .... YS EXIST SO~IEWH£RE, in the hands 

of O:-1LY OXE MAX. 

In fuch a cafe, no doubt the people 

do not do wrong, and may do right in 
• attemptmg 
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attf'mpting to nnu-model the government; 

becaufe, they are then, precifely in the 

fame fituation, except baving had the ad., 

vantage of experience, in which, they were, 

-when they at firfl agreed to inftitute a 

government. Though it mufl. be ob!erved, 

that even in this inllance, the innoxiollfitefs 
of fuch an attempt, is altogether limitted 

to thofe cafes, where the new form can 

be modelled, without AN ARCHY, and CON­

FUSION; and the CON~EQUE.NT CRIMES, 

,\~hich are attendant upon l'uch a {tate. 

The PREVENTION of which, is the GRAND 

llLESSING of EVERY FORM of GOVERN­

MENT, and RENDERS the. WORST, INH­

tnTELY PREFERAllLE, to NONE. 

But in any OTHER cafe, that is to fay, 

-whilft the government aElually e'''ifis,­

they can not for the reafons, whieh I 

have <!-ffigned above, have any RIGHT,­

but MUST DO WRONG, to DISSOLVE the 

government,-and ;revert to a {late of na-
" Z 2 lure. 
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ture, upon EVERY PRI:-ICIPLE WHATSO. 

J;\"£R, upon which, either GOVEf(~l\IENT> 

or the LAWS of YIRTUE or MORALITY, 

CA!'i POSSIBLY BE FOU)';DED. For, a ma­

jority, has !-:o MORE RIGHT, to TRANS­

GRESS AKY of THOSE L\\\"S, nor con fe­

quently "TO DO EVIL THAT GOOD MAY 

«CO:lIE .. OF IT, than, an)' SI:-.:GLE IKDI--
"IDU AL: But, in a flate of REBELLION, 

or of W.\R, it is CERTAIN that "EVIL 

"~1UST be DONE," though it be quite 

-.; KC ER T AI:l', whether, «AN Y GOO D will 

"CO~lE Of IT .. 
U 

The firfl method, which I have affigned, 

in the foregoing cafe, which I have fup­

pofed, from wl~ich, the people may hope 
• 

to have a better government, arife out of 

the afhes of the fOflner; was molt proba­

bly, the fi,jl txpe1'iment, which was tried. 

They refolved to ufe, and probably did 

exercife the utmolt care, caution, and cir­

cumfpeRion, as they thought, in the fe-

leRion 
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leEtion and choice of a new governor. 

But, fuch were the evils, which attended 

even .fuc1~ a ternpM-a1)', though [carcely 

more than 

STATE of 

• a momentary' RELAPSE lllto a 

NATURE, and of ANARCHY, 

that 

that 

repeated trials foon 
• 
It was MUCH WORSE 

taught them,­

for mankind, to 

INC U R the e E R T A IN E V I L, than even, to 

rifk a chance, after the UN eE R T ,>1 N GO C) D. 

From further reOeRion and experience, 

they were no long time in learning, .that 

neither the hi ANY. nor 

had WISDO:VI or VIRTUE 

EV EN the FEW , 
enough, to raife 

the HIGHEST WISDO~I, and the GREATEST 

VIR T U E, to the molt exalted rank, and 

molt exten[l ve power. 

From hence then, they concluded, as 

they were well warranted by their know­

ledge of faRs, and perfeEtly authorifcd by 
the conc1ufions of their realon, that an 

r~EREDITARY SUCCESSIO:-l, was not only 

bejl 

• 

• 



/:J1l calculated for the avoidance of the 

miferies, they had fufiained by fo tumul­

tous an eleaion, but likewife, for the ac­

quifition of that good, at which they had 

aimed, by their folicitude in the CHOICE. 

In fame other cafes perhaps, though 

certainly in much fewer, men have feized 

the opportunity, which, the dijJOlution of 

the government gave them, to adopt, one, 

or other, of the other METHODS I have 

mentioned; though E."PERIE~CE, has CER:­

TAI:\LY SHOWN, that it has, VERY SEL­

DO;\1 been attended with 1IlZlch melioration, 

of their condition. For, the AB so L UTE 

POWER STILL EXISTS, though it be ever 

fa much divided, and fubdivided; and 

though therefore in thefe cafes, there mufi 

indeed be an UNION of WILLS, before it 

can bring OPPRESSION upon the PEOPLE, 

-·yet, it frequently happens, (as there are 

always motives exifiing to form fuch an 

union) that when formed, it wields an 
• 
nOll 

• 
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iron rod of oppreffion, fo extenfive in 

length, and fo defl:ruRive by it's weight; 

-that the hand of 0 N E man, could not 

even raife, milch lefs, direR it. 

But in moft cares, where, a CONSTITL'­

TION has been formed, which AMP I" 

provides CHECKS, and CONT"ROU LS, upon 

both the LEGISLATIVE, and EXECUTIVE 

POWERS of the government; for the pro­

duRion of the greatefl pWtble gene/"al hajJ­

pinefs; it has rather been the c£feR, of 

what we foolijhly call ACCIDENT, than of 

any SETTLED DESIGN, or REGULAR ADAp· 

TATION of MEANS to ENDS.;' Partly occa­

fioned by the ebullitions of men's paffions, 

which at the time, no reafon could jufti­

fy, though even from them, good was af­

terwards educed; and when therefore, the 

firft agents were criminal, though their 

aRions, 

"See my Sermon on the KING'S RECOVERY • 
• 
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anions were beneficial. And partly, by 

events, of which no human fagacity could 

forefee even their birth, 'lnd certainh---
much lcfs, their confequences. 

To snCH CAUSES, under the direRion 

of heaven, do WE, for the moR part 

owe, OT:R o,v~ MOST EXCELLEl\T COl\­

STlTUTlOl', the parts of which, are upon 

the WHO LE, fo nicely balanced, and regu­

larly adjuRed; that, the CO;\!:\1U 1\ ITY has 

nothing to fear, from any U~CO~TROUL­

:ED TYRAl\~Y of the EXECUTIVE POWER, 

though it is HEREDITARY, under CER­

TAl!' RESTRICTIO':-:S; nothing to dread,­

from any unavoidable IGNORANCE, or ra­

ther CAPRICE, in the legillature; nor any 

thing to tremble at, _ from the U l\ R U L Y 

PAssroxs, and LICEl\TIOUS WILLS of the 

P E 0 P L E. The lower ranks of Jociet;·, owe 

their jecuril)', to the flare intruRed to 

7ZlllT.bers of them, in the c HOI C E of 01\ E 

of the COXSTITUEXT PORTIOl\S of the 

1.EGISLATURE; 



• 
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LEGISLATURE; and the WHOLE SOCIETY 

• indebted for IT'S IS PRE S E R V A T ION, to 
• 

the EXCLUSION of the MULTITUDE, from 

the POWER of MAKING LAWS, in them­

felves; and the INTRUSTING SUFFICi-

ENT FORCE in the EXECUTIVE POWER, 

to COMPEL THEM to OBEY tho[e, which 

are made by the per[ons, in whom, that 

power is vefled;' whether, a:.:cording to 

the people's OWN CONCEPTIONS of them, 

they HAPPEN, either to be APPROVED, or 

DISAPPROVED. 

• 

The more effcRually howevcrj . to [ccure 

an attention in the legiflature, to THE 

l'EOPLE'S RIGHTS, their INTEREST, and 

their HArPIN ESS; they at flatcd intervals, 

have an OPPORTUNITY of REMOVING 

THOSE REPRESENTATIVES from their 

TRUST, who have given arrent to laws,. 

which, after the CONSTITUENTS have had 

TIME for COOL REFLECTION,' they can 

not bring them[elves to like; and have 

Aa a 

• 

• 

• 
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·a RIGHT to CHOOSE others, who MAY'f 

if THEY PLEASE, 

difllked by any of 

R ESCOI D . there 

their eleaors. 
laws, 

But, if 
a 17lojorit;, of the new-eirE/cd reprerentatives, 

do not agree to annul them, thore who 

fhall continue to dirapprove the laws, are 

as mudt bound to obey them, as thore,. 

from whom, they receive the :'lOST COR-

DIAL ASSENT • 

THIS, 
• which arifes, IS, a DUTY not 

only from the PARTICULAR FORM of 

THIS CONSTITUTION; but, from the CE-

NERAL PRINCIPLE, COMMON to ALL go­

vernments. For though OUR CONSTITU­

TION, has indeed DEnN ED, WHAT PER­

SONS are to CONSTITUTE the legiflature, 

-the obedience which is due, to the 

MAJORITY of the TWO HOUSES, with the 

CONSENT of the KING, does not arife, 

either from the NATURE, or NUMBER of 

the perrons, confiituting it; but from the 

VERY CIRCUMSTANCE, of it's BEING the 
• 

LEGISLATURE • 

• 



, 

-i,E'GISLATURE. For btherwife; a MAJO-

RITY of the WHOLE PEOPLE, either by 

their reprefentatives, or even in their own 

perfons, have NO MORE RIGHT, though 

they MAY have MORE POWER, to con­

troul a fingle indi'vidual; than any indivi­

-dual has to CONTROUL' ANOTHER. How'­

ever EXCELLENT therefore, fuch' a cori­

ftitution of' the legiflature may be, the 

OBEDIENCE DUE to it, does NOr arife 

li'ROM THAT EXCELLENCE'; but, becaufe. 

from the NATURE of ALL GOVERN MENTS.' 

however DIFFERENT in their CONSTRUC-
• TION, OB EDI E NCE IS UN IV ERSALLY DU E 

to EVERY LE'GISLATURE. 
, 

In SUCH a FORM of GOVERNMENT 

indeed, if, a law be propofed, by one patt 

of the legiflature, the D U T Y of the other 

TWO PARTS, is, .fi7:fl to enquire, whether 

the- propqfed law be CONSON ANT with the 

CON S TIT UTI 0 N, before they determine 

upon it's expedience. For to them,' is in-

A a 2 trufred 
, 
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truf1:ed the prefervation of EVE R Y PAR T of the 

CO~STlTU~IO~; but :-lOT by any means to 

the P E 0 P L E at large; any further, than 

THEIR CHOICE OfREPRESEKTATIVES, has a 

TENDEXCY, to that niD. And, it is by [0 

excellent a provifion, (I mean) the not 

-allowing any OTHER APPEAL to the peo­

ple, than TH I s, nor any appeal from them, 

but· by petitions; that, whilll: by thefe 

means, a defence from OPPRESSIO~, i~ 

PROVIDED FOR THE PEOPLE; STABIL!­

TY is SECURED to the GOVERNMENT • 
• 

For, whatever may be the authority, which 

advances the con17-ary opinion, and however 

often it may have been already, and may 

again hereafter be repeated, that the PEOPLE 

of EKGLA:-ID, have by the REVOLUTION, 

acquired, the T H R E E FUN D Alii E N TAL 

RIGHTS of "choifzng thezr own governors," 

-of "cqfhiering them jor mifconduEl," and, 

of "framing a new government;" SUCH 

POSITION S are as JalJe in point of JaEf, 
as 
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as they are ?"cpngnant to every jujl concep. 

tion of found p~licy: if, by the penple be 

meant, the general BULK of the COM:VIU­

N I TY; and if the affertors of this doElrine, 

DO NOT I\IEAN THIS, and do not man: 

benevolently intend to teach it, even to 

the very dregs of the people, of which I 

dare to fay, they never heard a word, 

'till very lately, they certainly mean N 0-

THING. 

For the PEOPLE at large, had no inter­

ference whatfoever, in the SETTLEMENT 

made at that lEra; NO APPEAL was made 

to them ;-and their opinions were not 

But, the REVOLUTION has in-ASKED • 

.deed ESTABLISHED a PRINCIPLE, of the 

UTMOST IMPORTANCE, and of the HIGH­

EST confequence. "\Vhich, however it mar 

be difputed by the FEW, or the MANY, 

appears to me, to be able to £land like a 

rpck, unfhaken by all the buffctings of 

willets 

• 
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v.~nds and waves, amidft the moft tumul~ 

tuous agitation of the ocean. 

The PRINCIPLE, I mean, IS THIS. That. 

when, the EXECUTIVE POWER, which is 

the ONLY ONE, which can be EXTINCT, 

becomes [0 by INC A PAC I T Y, A B D I C A­

TION. or FORFEITURE, in c01ifequence of 

that power, ACT I N G CON T R A R Y to 

the FU!-iDA:-IENTAL, and ESTABLISHED 

P R INC I P L E S of the CON STITUTION,­

THEN, in THAT CASE, the WHO LE POW­

E R of the GOVER:'; 211 EN T, D EVO LV ES upon 

the TWO REMAINING BRANCHES of THE 

LEGISLATURE. SO FAR indeed, and NO 

• 
FURTH E R, as to gIVe THEM a RIGHT 

• 

to SUPPLY the VACANCY, in that PARTI­

CULAR CASE, by APPOINTING ANOTHE3. 

EXECUTIVE POWER, in as ilion a time 

AS POSSIBLE, and in a MANN ER, as con- . 

fentaneous with the us U A L 2110 D E of S U c­

CESSIO!l1, as the P.'\RTlCULAR NATURE of 

the CA~E. WILL ADMIT. 

BV 
• 

• 
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By this MOST EXCELLENT l'ROVISIO};, 

,. the CONSTITUTION therefore, is SE­

CURED againft VIOLATIOl(', from the ex­

ertion of any UNLAWFUL AUTHORITv, 

in the KIN G, which might either alter it, 
• • 

or convert It mto an ABSOLUTE MONAR-

C H Y; and it is likewife fuiclded from the 

interpofition, of any LICENTIOUS EXER­

CISE in the PEOPLE, which nlight either 

dellroy it, by AN ARCEY, or change it 

into a DEMOCRACY. But moreover, at 

the fame time, that this admirable provi­
fion, the ellabliOlment of which, we owe 

to the REV 0 L U Tl 0 N, produces th~ft inp,i-
1Jlable benefits, by guarding againft both 

tyranny and licentioufne(~, it is itfelf, alfo 

prevented from even verging towards All USE, 

from another MOST IMPORTANT PRINCI-
• 

P L E of the conftitution; which, totally 

PROHIBITS and PREVENTS, the EXERCISE 

of any S U C H power, in the ordinary v A­

CANey of the throne by DEATH. For it 

DOH NOT even ADMIT of the IDEA, of 

SUC!! 

• 
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SUCH a YACANCY; but !llAn:TAl!<S, '. 

that the KI:\G N EV ER DIEs,-or,-in 

other words, that, the T H R 0 ~ E IS l\ E­

VER VACANT, whilfi, an HEREDITARY 

• 
SUCCESSOR, In a CERTAIN LINE EXISTS. 

, 

From thefe premifes, then, it necefTari­

ly follows, that '" HOE V E R maintains, iIi 
general tenns, that the P E 0 P L E have, in 

any SUCH CASES, the RIGHT of CASHIER-

!N G their governors, and of CHOOSING 

other governors, and of FOR III I N G 

government tbey pleafe, muft, upon 

moft important event, either manifeft 

what 

this 

the 

GROSSEST DECEPTION, in the afTertors them­

felves: or, which, I am fure, I do not 

believe to have been tbe cafe, betray in 

them, lqe MOST CRIMINAL I~TENTION, to 

DECEIVE others. 

SUCH is the PRO\' ISION, which our 

admirable conflitution, has framed to fecure 

LIBERTY to the PEOPLE, and ,STABILITY 

to 

• , 
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to the GOVERNMENT. To which ends, the 

RIGHTS, which the PEOPLE POSSESS, ,-the 

POWERS which they EXERCISE, the Lr~ 

J.IlTS, in which, they are CONFINED, and, 

" the OBLIGATION, by which, they are 

BOUND to OBEY the LAWS, are EQUAL-

.LY CONDUCIVE. 

That under Juc1~ a conflitution, men ac: 

cording to their different degrees of know­

ledge, and extent of their capacities, MAY 

• 
OFTEN DIFFER IN OPINION, concerning 

the tendency of a law, as to the general 
good of the governed, or it's c01ifrJiency with 

the principles of our pm-ticular form of 

government, . cali excite no furprife. But to 

'hear it aiferted, . as we often do,,, that, " .. 

there can be no good conflitution of go­

vernment, where, the people themfelves 

do not give their ajJent to the laws, which 

they are bopnd to obey; . and,,' to be al-

moil deafened, by the founds' of 
• 

the N A-

'IURAJ. lUGHT~ of men, whicb 
• contain, 

B9' two 
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WI) iiZcompaiible idws; muft neceffari1y aibA 

nifu every man, who does not Y I E LD to 

1\'0 R D 5, infiead of 

does not mifiake, 

ARG{;~IENTS,-and, who 

VULGAR 

D E ~ION STRATED TR UTHS. 

has at all exercifed his 

OPINIONS, for 

For who, that 
• 

INTELLECT In 

inveftigatiuns, into the NAT U R E of 1\1 AN. 

but, muft fee, that Juch doElrines, have not 

the jlighitjl foundations to reft upon, in 

RU~IAN NATURE? And, can Juck a man, 

though poIfdfed of the greateft candour,­

deem the publifuers, and diffeminators of 

fuch opinions, to be any other, than the 

moft fuperficial of readers, and the moft 

unqualified of writers i-as meri,-who con-

tent themfelves. with the perufal of treatifes 

upon POLITICS, merely for the fake of 

fpouting in converfation, or, of manufac­

turing a book for the public; as men,,­

who have affumed the talk of teaching 

others, what they themfelves had never 

. learned ; as men, who might have read 

politics FOR AN AlIIUSE1>IEN.T, but who 

had 
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bad never received the aid of a tingle 

ray of judgment, rcafoning, or thought, 

to guide them in their enquiry into it, 

AS A SC lEN C E; as men therefore, guil ty 
of the higheft prefumption, conceit, alld 

arrogance, in DICTATING, (whilfl:, they 

were thus I G NOR ANT, of the v E R Y F 1 R, T 

!'RI NCIP LES of LEGl SLATlO N,) LAWS to 
• 

LEGISLATORS; and laflly as men, .fame 
0/ whom, are chargeable, either with the 

moft confirmed folly, or the higheft cri­

minality, for their ignorance, or contempt 

of the DUTY of SUBJECTS, by frequently 

uttering threats (if all their willies be not 

gratified) of overthrowing; and rejoicing 

by anticipation, in the deftruEtion, of that 

government, to which, they owe the 

greatell gratitude for it's pall indulgencies, 

and which is entitled, to their fi IIcercll 

affeEtion, and highell reverence, for the 

meeknefs and mildnefs,· with which it bears 

their utmoft. virulence of abufe, upon every 

B b 2 part 

• 

, 
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part, both of it's CIVIL, and ECCU-

SI.'l.STIC.-\L CO!<STITUTION. 

Thore likewife, who have REALLY STU­

DIFD POLITICS AS A SCIENCE, muft alfo 

be furprifed, and aftonifhed at the abfur­

dity, which they every day fee, of fome 

men, who perhaps, would condemn adora­

tion of GOD, as SUPERSTITION, and HO­

l.fAGE to the KIN G, as {lavery; yet, 

boafting of themfelves, and glorying in 

being the mere echoes, of fome jc-tJJ indi. 
viduafe, or the bigotted tools of lome par­

ty: Of even others taking pride~ and af­

fuming confequence to themfelves, from 

being enlified under the banners of one 

or other of THOSE DIVISIONS, which are 

not denominated, by any appellation, which 

marks out any conformity with their fen--

timents, or fuitablenefs to their 

. but, only by the 1Man and 

hie terms of repi"oach, , ,;VHIGS 

RIES • 

• 

• • 
OpInIOnS; 

contempti. -
and To-
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To every man, who at all refleRs. on 

the N ATU R E of OUR CONSTITUTIUN; 

PRIDE or SELF-COMl'LACENCY, or even 

SELF-APPROBATION, derived from fuch no­

minal diftinRions as there, muli appear 

to him, to be as perfealy ridiculous, as 

they would be in men, who were delight­
ed with the appel1ation, of ~IY LORD; " 

when it was ollly a vulgar N ICKN AME 

given to them, becau[e, they were crook­

backed. 

EACH of there • parties, indeed boall:, 

that THEY are the ONLY REAL PATRI­

OTS, and TRUE LOVERS of their country; 

and each on the contrary, CONDEMN 

their opponents, as it's very worft foes. 

and bitlereft enemies. 

But, that not either of them is, more 

deferving of the former appellations, than 

the other, is clearly evident from this 

circumftance; that however different may 
be 

• 

• 
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be their C0lours, yet, both are drelTed in 

iivn-ies, and both therefore e:\hlbit the 

hadgc5 of their }lavery. 

For notwithll:anding, the vaunted, vaIl 

redundanu of modem light, I mull: con­

kfs, I can not fce, how any men can 

'with jull:ice, be called true pairiots and 

l vcrs of their count7)', who are not fincere­

Iy attached to 1 T' S LAWS, and the WH 0 L E 

of it's CO~STITUTION. Certainly there­

forc, THOSE can not merit thofe titles. 

who from their predileRions, for diJfermt 

and oppjile parts of it, would hazard, the 

deftruRion of THE WHOLE. Confequently 

likewife, therefore not THOSE, who in their 

paTti-coloured clothes, are each eagerly 

watching oppofite fCdles, that they may 

feize an opportunity of throwing an ad­

ditional weight, into that of their favourite 

fide; and by that means make it to pre-

ponderate. 

they only 

But it appears to me, that 

are entitled to thore moIl ho­

nourable 

• 
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naurable appellations. who being attached 

to no part),. ?"Cally admil-e the perfea <equi­

librium of the prefent oppofite weights; 

and watch with anxiety, left even the mi­

nuteft thing; any, even the lighteft parti­

cle of dull, fhould be thrown into either; 

-which, alone would be [ufficient, to give 

a partial inclinaLion to either fide, of [0 nicc­

ly a polifhed beam, vibrating upon it's 

centre of motion, at the flighteft touch. 

• 

But, perhaps it wiil be afked; how, the 

foregoing opinions. which have been fhown 

to be thus incoTifzjlcnt with REASON, and 

TRUE SCIENCE, could poffi~ly at any 

time, [pring up in the world. And how 

more efpecially, could they be [0 abun­

dantly propagated, and cheriilled in an 

age, in which, numbers of writers, com­

pliment their cotemporaries, and indeed it 

mufl: be confeffcd, at the fame time them­

felves; by blazoning it forth, as the wifejl, 
and moft enlzt,htened age, which ever adorn-

ed 
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ed the annals of this nation, or even, evet 

illuminated this terrefiriaI hemifphere? 
, 

Fully, to give an anfwer to this queftioD, 

'Would require an accurate inveftigation, 

of the growth and progrifs of literature in 

this centw)1, as conneCted, with the fore­

going. An inveftigation, to which, if Iei­

fure be allowed me, I may perhaps, here­

qfter, give fome attention, as it has, no 
very dillant c0nneRion, v;ith, "A N E :\­

c< QUIRY INTO THE IMPEDlMENTS TO HU-

" KNOWLEDGE. A fubjeCt which, 

very early in life engaged my enquiries, 

and which, for almoft thirty years, has 

never ceafed altogether to be, the objeR, 

·of my inveftigation. 

But, to align fome of the p"oximotc 

caufes, is not at any time very dim cult ; 

and may now, perhaps, be attended with 

fome benefit. 
Firfl, 

, 
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Fi1jl, then; . becaufe, mofi of the go. 
vernments of EU1'ope, in which, Jcience: 

£lourilhes, have been monarchies, and not 

1"epublics. 

Few political writers therefore, have con­

fidered the various inconveniences, which mufi 

neceffarily be involved in every j)lan de­

vi fed) and executed, by fuch fallible crea­

tures, as men; and fome of which, though 

different in kind, muft therefore appertain 

to every fpecies of government. For this 

reafon then, it was natural for politicians, 

more attentively to mark, and more accu­

rately to defcribe, the inconveniences pro­

duced by that form of government, under 

which they lived, and of which, they had 

aRual experience, than thore ~vils, which, 

exill:ing under confiitutions, to which. they 

were {hangers, could only be made known 

to them, by vague reports, and dirputable 

information. Hence then, it neceffarily 

follows, from a principle common to the fin-
, 

C c fcs, 

• 

• 
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fes, the imagination, and the intellect;· that 

tbe one fet of objeRs, becaure near, would 

appear enlarged beyond their real dim en­

fions; and the otbers would be reprerent­

cd, as diminillied even to miniatures. A 

line therefore, in the fecond fatire of 

Horace, will infolln us, why under there 

circumftances, men would lwjlily wifh to 

live in a frate, which really approaches in 

the next degree, to NO GOVERNMENT at 

all; rather, than to remain the rubjeRs 

of a go\·ernment, which may be claffed 

under any SPf:CIES of 1I10NARCHY. The 

line begins, Dml/, vitant, &c. But, VER­

BU!>I, SAT SAPIENTI. 

Seamdb', becaufe, in early youth, all 

our ideas of LI B E R TY, are fo affociated 

with the republican .form, of government; 

and we are then so captivated, with the 

gay and gaudy colours of the eloquence, 

with which they are tinted; that, even, 

-'when 



( 203 ) 

" '" when we are 1>1 E)\, we are riot willing 
to refleH, upon the evils, which, they pro .. 

duced; and of which, a very flight atten­

tion to the faithful records of hiftory, 

would give us a full, but melancholy con· 

viHion. 

For, if we mark with any obfervation. 

the hillory of the REPUBLIC of ATI-IENS, 

we {hall find, that the adjudications of the 

people, were, for the moft part, denun. 

ciations of vengeance, againfr thofe gre~t 

men, who had rendered the moft: effcntial 

fervices to the ftate; and who by their 

tvifdom, and virtue, reRea the higheft ho~ 

nour upon themfelves, and their country. 

So likewife, if we recollea, the rife, 

the progrefs, and declenfion of the people 

of ROME; we fhall difcover, that, having 

been fafcinated, by the extenzal fplendor 

of the ftate, during the times of the re­

public; we had forgotten the perpetual, in-
C c 2 lernal 

• 

• 
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tlrnal diifenfions, by which it was con~ 

ftantly agitated. And, {huck with horror, 

at fome particularly flagrant a8s of wick­

ednefs, committed by forne of thofe wretch­

es, who, though RO:'IAN E;-'IP.ER.ORS, were 

the vileR of the human fpecies, and blots 

on human nature; that we had buried in 

oblivion, the contentions, wars, .. profcrip­

tiODS, and maIfacres, which, though mor« 

horrible in their dfcas, and more ext en­

five in 

durino­
'=' 

their operations, were perpetrated, 

the continuance of the flate, under 

the FOR~I of aRE PUB L I C • 

Tizii-dl;', becaufe, though the TR U E DOC" 

TRIXE, of the UNIVERSAJ;. DUTY OF SUB .. 

JECTS TO OBEY THEIR GOVERNORS, has 

been frequently maintained; yet,. it was 

upon 'VRONG PRINCIPLES only, that it haG 
been hitherto defended . 

For, nothing 

llrogreffions of 
-

• 
IS more 

fcience, 

common, 

than to 

in the 
• 

behold, 

TRUE 

• 
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TRUE OPINIONS admitted in one age, though 

fupported by BAD ARGUMENTS; and the 

fame true opinions, rejeEled in the N EXT, 

on0' bccau[c, they had not bifore, been 

founded upon jujl principles. And on the, 

contrary, it is not lefs frequent, to fee 

o!inions, received, from the fuppofed jlrength 
of the proofs, by which, they are prop­

ped; when, upon a jil1-lher I:xamination, 

-THOSE VERY OPINIONS, are not ollly 

difcovered by other arguments to be FALSE 

in THEMSELVES; but, the prorf"s alfo, which, 

had been applied to them, are found, to 

be fo exceedingly weak, as to be totally 

incapable, of fuflaining the weight, they 

haP, been provided, to fupport. 

fourth0', becaufe, in this nation, the ar­

guments in defence of the concllljions, I 

have deduceu, were before not only, NOT 

\aken from the l'IRST PRINCIPLES, which 

I have now drawn FRESH, I trult, from 

the WELL of TRUTH, and from which, as 

• 
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a GESERAL SOURCE, ' ALL govenlmmts, I 

have !hawn, originally flow. But thoft 

principles which had been produced by 

others, were not only extremely impure in 

themfelves, but were likewife rendered putrzd. 

by a mixture of certain phlogiflic ideas, of 

the nature of government in GEN ERAL, and 
• 

of OUT OWN CONSTITUTION 10 PARTICU-

LAR; fuch as 

HEREDITARY 

the JUS -DIVINUM, 

INDEFEASIBLE R!GHTS 

and 

of 

KINGS, &c. Evident however as this is, 

-numbers perhaps, enveloped as they are 

in prejudices, will obfrinately R EJ ECT 11 IN E 

too, AS UNWHOLESOME, without employ­

ing even either their eyes, or their taile, 

in the ATTEMPT to DISCOVER, how total­

ly they differ from thore, which they have 

formerly reprobated, and long fince re­

gorged. 

Fijth0', becau[e, e\·en, the P R I X C I P L E S 

of the REVOLUTIOX, have been by many, 

if Dot by moIl men, totally mifunderIlood. 

For 

• 
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For that event, has been generally 

gined, if not univerfally believed, to 

• 1ma-· 

have 

fPrung from the RIGHTS, COMMON to ALL 

l\IANKIKD; under EVERY SPECIES, and 

FOR 111 of government. From this mifiake 

therefore, Sir, of your mafie1", Mr. Locke, 

and your other teachers, who were firfl 
his pupils, that event, has been repeated­

ly cited, and reiteratedly boafied of, not 

only as a LESSON, but alfo an EXA~'lPLE 

of INSTRUCTION, to ALL OTHER NATI­

() N s. It having been confiantly pointcd 

out to otlle?" frates, as an objea of IMI­

TATION, for the condua, TIlEY OUGHT 

to purfue, whenever the emotions of the 

governed, fhal! be in difcord, with the 

fentiments of the governors. Whereas, in 

reality, the PRINCIPLES of the 1"evolution, 

were only a GLORIOUS MlI.:-IIFESTATION, 

of the PARTICULAR RIGIITS of BRITONS: 

(fa far as I have above explained T I-l EM 

to extend) nlPARTED, by the LAWS,-

and 
• 

-
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ana fi:rengthened by the PECULIAR FRft:~!Ej 

-:of the E:-;GLlSH CONSTITUTION. 

Sixth0', there were, TWO OTHER CAU­

SES, which occauoned a very ready ad­

million, and general reception to the doc­

trines, oppoute to thore, which I have 

been introducing, and fupporting. Tlzcjc 
arc, the almoft univerfal paffion~, of P RID E 

and A:>!BITION; though the one, is fome­

times cloathed, even in the plain garb of 

humility, and the other, of len retires far 

diflant, from courts and palaces. 

F as · I or, have before obferved, the 

VERY SA"lE PAssloNs,-'which, PROMPT 

men, when, in POWER, to. become TY-
• 

RAXTS; INSTIGATE likewife the SAME, 

or OTHER ",lEN, when, OliT OF POWER, 

-,to turn REBELS. -

It is evident therefore, that from the 

prevalence of there two pallions, NOD oc­

TRI;-I ES 



t R IN E s tould be more acceptable, to the 

!VI AJ 0 R I TY of mankind, than the notions, 

with which, L 0 C K E, and other writers 

upon government, have flattered them;­

I mean, in refpeS: to their PERFECT 

ORIGIN AI. EQUALITY with t1wie, who are 

now by their rank elevated above, and by 

their power, are placed· in aut/wTtiy over 

them. This pofitioJ1, mull in ilfelf alone, 

have afforded them great fatisfaEtion. But, 

the INFERENCE, which, they could not 

fail to draw from the premifcs, --prompted 

as they were, by the paffions of human 

nature, mull have imparted to them, a 

frill greater pleafure. For the deduEtion 

from hence, was fo obvibus, that they 

could not poffibly overlook it, efpecially, 

when inftigated by pTide and arnbiticn; 

and therefore they immediately, and in­

deed, fuppofing the truth of the pOlltion, 

-very jufily inferred, that the only pro­

per refoT1n in ALL governments, I S, to 

RESTORE that PRIST! N E {late of things, . 

1) d either 
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either altogether, or at leafi fa far,-a:r 

TH£IR OW:-< CLASSES ARE CONCERNED~ 

and aU others are affeRed, who hold thofe 

political 

peat by 

tenets; 
• Tote, IS 

which, whoever can re­

deemed to be, as com-

p:eat in ALL WISDO:lI, as even the STO­

ICS WISE :.1A .. '1; and as SUPEREMINEN'X 

in GOODNESS, as that CHRISTIAN PHILO­

SOP HER, who, Pope fays, was poifeifed, 

of "ever)' virtue under heaven." 

From thefe notions however, it muft 

be confeifed, there arifes fuch an idea of 

their own fi!l-importance, and dignity of 

chara8u- in adopting them, and fuch 

full blown conceit, of their own SUP E R l­

OR WISDO:-I, and of their own UNPA­

RALLELED VIRTUE in maintaining themi 

-,that the flame of ambition, fometimes­

breaks forth into open view: And thefe 

philofophers, as they boafi themfelves to 

be, can 

defiance 

not fornetimes forbear, even in 

of prudence, to BETRAY their 

EXPECTATION, 
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i x P ECT ATI 0 N,. that notwithftanding, they 

may at jirfl endeavour to RAISE: They 

HOPE however, SOON AGAIN to DISPERSE, 

this rain-bowed coloured bubble, of EQUAL1TY. 

For, conftant experience teaches us, that 

there is not AN Y CLASS of men, who, un~ 

der the prcfent exifting governments, are 

fa tenacious of their real rank, as thefe 

ADVOCATES for 'EQUALITY, are of their 

fancied one; which in their own eftima~ 

tion, they not only appreciate as due to 

their worth; but which, they on all oc­

cafions:, with no little anxiety to them­

felves, and inconvenience to others, affume; 

-contrary to all the rules of law, ,cuf~ 

tom, prefcription, courtefy, and good 

manners. THEY, truly, dijdain to fhow 

any refpea to TITLES; they pay thrir 

homage, on 1 y to MER IT; and being in 

their own opinion, po{[e{[ed of a monopoly 

of all the WISDOM, and VIRTUE in the 

world, they very' ea£ily conclude, that 

Dd2 THEY 
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THEY are THE:-!SELVES ALO:-lE, ENTITLED 

to the very HIGHEST RA:-'K. SO incauti­

ous are they from confidence, or fo igno-

rant are they of mankind, as 

-that other men, will believe 

• • 

to lmagmei 

them to be 

the SI~CERE advocates, for an EQU ALITY 

of CO:-lDITIO.s'S; ~ecaure, they {how that 

they HAT E that rank and power in others. 

which, tnf)' do nat tlwllJc!ves POSSESS; though 

whateyer privilege or aut/writ)', they moy 

happen TO E.\ \" E, they convert into tyran­

T:)' oyer tho fe, who have it not. 

If therefore, by fiepping forth as pre­
tended champions, for z:n equaliLy of ranks., 

they could Teal0' ovo-turn, the prefent efia­

blillied fyfiems of government; with all 

the ralli inexperience of PH A E TO :-1, they 

fancy, they lliould foon feat themfelves 

in the chariot, and direa the horfes of the 

fun; and with all his blind confidence, 

they imagine, they fhould then gloriou{]y 

ilIumiDate, the whole fyfiem of the world. 

• Though 

• 
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Though better would it be for them nnu:, 

as it would bifore have been likewife, for 

their kindred-minded philofophen in F RAN e E, 

-to be -wanrcd, rather by his example;­
than fired by his ambition. Lcft. it fhou!d 

be thought necclfary, that they" like hirn,­

fhould be ddlroyed by lightning; as the 

only refuurce left, for the prerervation of 

all the other regions of the ear~h, from a. 

general conflagration. 

I muft. however, do there gentlemen the 

Jliflice to confers, that there is another con­

Jequence of the pafIions, which, are the caufes, 
of their blind creduJ ity, in the beliif of 

their political doEtrines, their pertinacious 

"bigotry in the alfertion of them, and their 

rooted antipathy to all who oppofe them. 

. which they have never difcerned, and 

of which, therefore, they are totally Ull­

(2onfcious. 

For 

• 
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For it is evident, that exaaly in pro­

portion as Juck doElrines, are adapted, to 

gratify the paffions I have juft mentioned, 

, they muft in the generality of mankind, 

-neceffarily excite tmotions of plcofure and 

delight. 

But however, wei! acquainted there Pl"O­
./lJunti politicians, may be, with the anal}' lis 

of the particles of bodies; yet, as they 

are perfeEHy unpraCticed, in the analyfation 

of tbe fentiments of the mind; and but 

very little accuftomed, even to the PER­

cEpTIoN of TR UTH; they muft therefore, 

neceffarily MISTAKE in this inftance, which 

the unrejlcEling multitude do in all cafes,· . 

the PLEASURABLE EBULLITIONS ariling, 

from the PASS IO x s,-for, the INTELLEC­

TU AL BIOTIOXS, which in reality, belong 

onlv, to the DE)lONSTR·ATION of SCIENCE.· , 

And, hence it is, that we fo often hear 

them, vaunting of their RATIOXAL NOTI-

ON S, 
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OMS, and LIBERAL OPINIONS; whilfr they 

themrelves, arc totally ignorant of their 

tme oTigin, and real .fonrce. F or, it is evi­

dent, that, the forme1' epithet, can not, by 

any means, belong to their notions or their 

opinions, as arifing, from a deep enquifll , . 
into the FIRS'!" PRINCIPLES, and an ac-

wrate examination of the PRIMARY DEFI­

NITION, upon which, they arc; founded; 

and from which, they are deduced, by a 

nice and accurate concatenation of proofs; 

-which, is the 0 N L Y PRO C E S s,. by 
which, AI, Y notions, can poffibly have a 

legitimate claim, to the title of RATION AL. 

This is manifefl, from this plain and well 

known faR, that at the very moment, they 

are boafting of their Jilpcrior powers of 

reafoning, they are almoll always betraying 

the lamentable poverty, and miferablc emp~ 

tine!: .. , of their argumentative fiorcs, As 

indeed, almofl every jingle page, of theft 

letters, JufJicienth' proves. 

• 
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So Jikewife, in reference to the L I;; E-

, R A LI TY, of their notions or opinions, it 

is u[1w/ly manifejl, that they can not fet up 

their claim to this title, from thei;' libera­

li.'y of fentiments, towards tho fe, who dif­

fer from them. Nor, from their freedom 

from prejudices, either again) other men's 

opinions, or in JavowF of theh" own. Be­

caufe, whilll they are in the very aa of 

-boafiing, of the !ibo"alii)' of thei1" own fenti­

ments, they are frequently, at the very in­

flant, fo grofi0' abujing, that c I \'1 Land R E LI­

CIOUS ESTABLISH~IE};T, to which, they are 

themfelves indebted, for toleration and p1"O­

tcRion; fo as to leave us totally at a lors 

to determine, which, is the moll wonder­

ful; the FORBEARA~CE of the one party, 

or the I~GRATITUDE of the other. In 

one refpea however, the. condua of the 

latter, is perfealy confillent, and their af­

fertions are equally true. For, whilfi they 

reprefent the doarines of their opponents, 

as [0 abhorrent from REASON, and COl\1-

MON 

-
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rvrbN SENSE, that- they need NO REFU-

TATIO:-.l; they COM~lAND the world, upon 

their IPSE DIXIT, to BELIEVE; that their 

OWN 0 r I N ION 5, are fo ~ ELF - E V IDE:-I T, as 

to REQUIRE NO ARGUMENT, for thciT 

]zljJpart. 

There are faas, which have likewife been 

in no finall degree apparent, in the courfe 

of THESE LETTERS; but the reader can 

only fee them in their brighteft colours, 

'and their really gigantic dimenfions, by a 

'-careful infpeftion, of there authors OWN 

WRITINGS. 

There circum fiances, then, alford anat/uT 
pl-ao/, of the truth of my foregoing poli­

tion, - that, the C A USE s of their other 

erroneous opinions, and of their -fancied 

-fuperiority, in mtianal and libeTal notions, 

can only, really originate from the opera-

tions, though as I am ready 

unperceived by themrelves, of 

Ee 

• 

to allow, 

pride, va-
• 

nHy, 
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nit)', and ambition. And indeed, I am 

extremely glad, that TR IJ TH warrants this 

conclufion. For I would much rather, impute 

their mifiakes to a 7l(gleElcd education, th3,n 

to any original i:ifcriori~r, in their under~ 

fiandings. 

Impelled therefore, by there 

or paffions, moll: gladly, would 

fume the government, of all the 

• 
emotlOns, 

they a[~ 

kingdoms 

of the earth. But as unfortunately for 

them, not even the empire over one of 

them, as, they are 71010 COJ!/litutcd, is likely 

to fall to their fhare; the 7lext degree of 

pleafi!1"e, which they can 

from S T RIP PI:\ G governors, 

they can, of ail power of 

• • 

receIve; lS,-

as much as 

controz£! over 

TUE:,l, AS StiBjECTS. For, this they know, 

would not only in the next degr.ee, beft 

gratify their inclinations, but may perhaps, 

-they think, pave the way in time, to 

their O'U'll acquifiton of power, and· autho~ 

Tity; and therefore, they term all thefe 

levelling 
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levelling principles, not only the mrft, hut 

the only RATiONAL NOTIONS of govern­

ment. 

Of the EFFECTS of fuch principle's, wc 

may fee the PROOFS in the philoJi)phcrs in 

FR AN C E, who loudly alfo pleaded, for an 

EQU lI.LITY of conditions. But who like­

wife we find, by no means, intended to 

humble themfclves, to the rallk of tho fe, 

who were bifore in the c1afIcs below TIl E ),r ; 

-and thus by fIlaring, to alleviate their 

burthens. No far from it.-For this they 

knew, would be to imbibe the true ./PiTit, 

of that detejlablc .fllperflition, as they term 

it, which others call CIIRISTI.\:-IITY. But, 

in conformity with the ?nore enlightening 

infpiration of PHI LOSOPIlY; they as fa on 

as pomble, hurled from their feats, ALL 

T!'!()sE, who had been bifore elevated 

above TH E ~!, that they might partake, of 

the plunder of their power, and theil' 

wealth; and thus, have forced then'1fclvcs, 

E C 2 for 

• 

, 
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-for a time at lean, by art, into a 

height, far above that LEVEL,· to which, 

by the properties, given to them by na~ 

ture, they are fitted to rife; and to which, 

they muft· again by the laws of gravity, 

foon, once more fink. 

So alfo, in rerpeR to their Tcligious opi­

nions. Finding that th~y have no proba­

bility at prefent, of llablijlling their oum; 

. as the next Hcp, which would be moLl: 

acceptable to them, they endeavour to 

per[uade the world, that the T RUT H or 

N A TU RE of any particlllar religion, or, the 

fentiments of it's various fiEls, have not 

the R':::'!OTEST CONNECTION, with the 

H.-\.PPINESS of the STATE; and that, as 

7el~~on, is of NO USE in CONDUCING to 

CiVIL HAPPINESS; it OUGHT to have no 

kind of INFLUENCE upon it, what[oever. 

And confequently therefore, that the LE­

GISLATURE has NO RIGHT to INTER-

~lEDDLE 
• • • 
III It s concerns, nor even to 

THINK 
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'l'U l.N K of any means, which may conduce 
. , 

to 1l S EST 1\ B LIS II l\! E NT, or PROP'/\'G1\_ 

TION, 

From hence tl1en, it follows, in their 
• • 

that,-No OplI1lOn; 
, 

1\11\ N S NOTIONS or 

ACTIONS, are REALLY LIBERAL, who 
• 

treat, with the uttnofl candour, mildnefs. 

forbearance, and bratlied} chari0',' ALL who 

dijJer from him ever.fa much, in R E LI G t­

ous SENTIl\IENTS; but, that III-: is the 

on0' truly liberal man, who, wilh the utmrji 

violence, 'virulence, and even ungentleman­

like licentioufnefs, vilifies A I.!., who, will not 

MAINT!\IN with THEl\I, that men's noti­

ons of religion, are mattcrs of PERF EeT 

INDIFF.E:RENCE, to the WELFARE of so­

CIETY. 

The eONSEQU ENCES, which N ECESSA­

R I L Y follow, from there brilliant ideas of 

Tationaliiy and liberality» if rightly drawn 

out to their CONCLUSiONS; ·are evident-

ly 

• 

, 
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Iy the following, which, whilfi there Writers 

are out of power themfelves, they willi to 

fee efiablillied. 

Firfi. That, the moR RATIO~ AL and 

LIBERAL goycrnment, • . -<> 
• 
In which 

each man, is .fole6' his OeVil ITovemor" or o > 

in other words,-THAT STATE, is the 

BEST GOVERN" ED, WHICH H"\S XO GO-

VERN" :lIEN" T. 

Secondly. That the :,lOST R.\TIO~AL and , 

II B E'RA L of.:.. L L R E LI G 10 N S, is that, which 

admits of of the :llOST IXDIFFERDICE to 

it's PRECEPTS; and has LEAST Il-IFLU­

EXCE upon men, as ME!I!BEkS of jociety; 
-'--or in other words, that aRE L I G ION, 

. "' IS tnen !lIOST llEXEflCIAL TO A STATE, 

,\' hen, it H .-\5 LEA S TIN FLU E" C E. 

AN 0 THE RCA USE of the pl-evalcnce 

of filch doarines, is, becaufc, in reali­

ty, the TIt U E C II A R .\ C T E R 1ST I C S of the 
• 

CON ~L U SIO.N 
, , 
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toN C L U $ 10 N of this v E RYE :-;: L I GilT E N ~ 

ED EIGHTEENTH CE:->Tl.:IU:, ,arc NOT 

what there writers ruppole, and wha~, for 

the gratification of their own 

wifh others to believe. .But 

vanity,-' -,they 

on the COll-

trary, they eonfilt in JaEl,~1n the • 

ENOR-

MOUS NUIIIllER of it's VORACIOl.:S RE.\­

DERS; ill the great ABUI\D.\~CE of it''S 

1IlULTIFARIOUS WRITERS; and in the 

1>.1 U L TIT U D E of 
. , 
lls FLUENT SPEAKERS. 

And, at the fame time alfo,-in it's wo E-

FUL PAUCITY of DEEP THINKERS; SA­

GACIOUS I~VESTIGATORS; . and ORIGI­

NAL GENIUSES. There are clearly eviden­

ced by it's boldnefs, and confidence in 

ASSERTlO;" it's weaknefs and incapacity 

in ARGU?vlENT. It's prcfumption' and con­

ceit, in fuppofing itrelf to be irradiated 

with the brightdl light, when at the fame 

very weak one, is, too {!:rang • time, even a 
, 

for 
. , 
It s very feeble optics. 

For 

, 

• 
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. For in proportion, as the acquifitibh or 
OP I ~ 10 ~ s, has been facilitated, the attain­

ment of KXOWLEDGE, has b~en diminifu­

ed. As men; have had 77Zorc volumes TO 

REA D, '-they have devoted a lefs portion qf 
their.time to STUDY. As BOOKS, have in­

REASO~I~G has cle-• creared In NU:;!BERS, 
-

treared in ACUTEN ESS. And of all the 

pha:nomena, which this age has exhibited, 

in the regions of literature; TWO will 

appear the :;iOST RE:lIARKABLE, and WON­

DERF U L to future times; if there {hould 

arire an able and impartial critic, to trace 

the rife, progrifs, and declerifzon of IT'S 
• 

OPINIONS. • 

Firft. That thore authors, who WROTE 

the MOST, THOUGHT the LEAST. 

Secondly. 

loudefl claims 

-

That thore, who made the 

to the GREATEST RATIONA--

LITY, or to the H-IGHEST POWERS of REA--

SO:~HXG; were the LEAST ELEVATED 

- above 
-

." ... -
-



above others, by this CHARACTERISTIC df 
!nan; and mun, in the next century, . for 

the VeTY }hart time, t!-tat any obfcure 

vefiige of their memory, {hall be traced, 

-be ranked amongfi fame of the lower 

clajfes, of the worfl reajoners, of any age. 

So well founded, do thefe politions ap­

pear to me, that I dare, lure, to make 

the appeal to the jlidgment of PO S T E R 1-

TY; and even to call for your own wri­

tings, Sir, to be the evidence produced. 

upon which, the fentence of acquittal, ot 

condemnation, {hould be paIred. 

'When however, I am appreciating the 

literature of the age, I hope, I fllall not 

be underftood, as fpeaking of the whole 
Iiland of Great-Britain; but only of this 

fouthcrn part of it. For I have before 

acknowl~dged, in rerpeEl: to our united 

brethren in the north, without aIruming 

F f the 
• 

• 

, 
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the arduous office of a reviewer, in 

teIlnining upon the tTuth, or Jalfchood of 

their opinions; that we certainly tho-e 

find writers, poIfdfed of DEEP THQUGHT, 

CLOSE I:\VESTIGATIO!'l, and BRILLIA:\T 

POWERS. Nor, when confined even with­

in thife bounds, do I hope, to be under­

frood, as meaning to charaRerife the WHO L E 

of this centur)'. For certainly, conjidacd 

as an WHOLE; it will frand VERY HIGH 

in the annals of fame. Nor likewife, would 

I be underfrood, to include all the au­

thors, who now write towards it's c1ofe .. 

For the name, of MT. Burke can not fail, 

to occur to every one's recolleRion; and 

.no one indeed, can be [0 ignorant, as not 

to know, that there are likewife [everal other 

very ingenious writers, now living; though 

it would be an invidious, and odious talk 

in an individual, to enumerate their names. 

Men, who, notwithfranding the difcourage­

ments they have received, and every man 

of 

• 

• 
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!bf real genius, mull: receive, from partial 

criticifm at prefent ;-will, from their va~ 

rious purfuits, be ranked in future times, 

amongll: fome of the brigflt ornaments, of 
the literature of this country. 

But, my intention is only, ?lw/-e pm-tine­

lar0' to charaEieJ ife THO S E; '- who, by 

forming themfelves into parties, and uniting 

into cabals, Hrengthen their own confi­

dence in themfelves, and by mutual puffing 

each other, are fo inflated with inflammable 

air, as to imagine, that they are able to 

foar like balloons, to the fublimell: heights. 

And as the vulgar, whether, they be called 

the learned, or are truly denominated the 

unlearned, always mill:ake oJJerlions for P1-00/5, 

they readily give credit to their own ac­

counts of each other, and hence, they be­

come the writers, \\'ho are at pTefent, the 

moll: heard of, moll: talked of) moll: quoted, 

-and moll: flattered_ 

F f 2 It 

• 
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It is from fuch inllances only, I mean 

to iifer, that the condlifion of this centu .. 

ry, does not furpafs the Joregoing, nor by 

any means, equal it's own commencement. 

For, though many more as I have already 

faid, are certainly now become readers, and 

writers, than there were formerly; yet,­

as they are not on that account, DEEP E R 
• 

THIXKERS, and • 
BETTER REASON ERS,-

the pop U LAR I TY of any OP I N 10 N, can be 

NO PROOF of it's TRUTH • 

• 

There is indeed, one melancholy inllance 

of neglefred \earning and ability, which will 
jufily brand this age, with the revere cen­

fure of pollerity; and of which, numbers 

mull partake, who are not circumfcribed 

within that narrow circle, of which I have 

jull now, been drawing a defcription. I 

mean, FLOYER SYDENHAl\!: That moll 

learned tranflator, and moll philofophical 

~nnotator, upon fome of the dialogues, of 

the 

• 
• 



• 

• 
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• 

the illLbflrious Ploto. But, fa little was the 

tofte of the age fuited, either to the illva. 

luable works of the author, or the incom­

parable notes of the tranilator, that the 

latter I undedland, died, on account of 

debt, in a common jail; WHO, in any for-
11ur age, in which, ALL MEN HIGH IN OF­

FICE, e£leemed it their own higheft honour, 

to patronize genius and learning, would 

have acquired, what he was jufily entitled 

~o, both, weoltfL and honours. 

In ALL the LIBERAL and MECHANIC 

AR TS, there can be no doubt, but that 

this age for oudhines any, which Britain 

has ever feen. In painting in particulart 

the genius of a REYNOLDS alone, darting 

it's rays, both from his works, and his dif 

COUljcS, diffufes a lu£lre around it's clore, 

far brighter than the meridian fplendour of 

any former century. 

In 

• 

• 

• 



In clcElrieif)', 11lognetifin, ehcmiflr)" Be. it 

certainly has to bow, a large colleRion 

of JaBs, efiablilhed upon well-infiitued ex­

pni711ents: which, may perhaps rupply ano­

ther Newlon, with many materials for a 

future f) frem. And fo far, Sir, as you 

have had your fuare, in contributing, to 

the collection 

Sume Su}o-biam 
• • 

mentis. 

LaJl0" then ;-for this, follows as a con-
fiqucnee from the p;-eeed£71g reafon; many 

mere momentarf meteors, are in the lite­

rary hemifphere at prefent, mifiaken for 

planets, and planets for fixed fiars. Con­

fequemly therefore, the mt:js of the people, 

conceiving .the rays, which are merely re­

fleRed from the moon, to be the direEt 

beams iifuing from the fun; they are in­

capable of difiinguilbing, the fhades of 

bodies 



hotlies from their outlines, and mifl:ake 

what are only fhadows, for real objeEts. 

Thus, Sir, (to borrow your well·knmv'll 

metaphor) I have now layed, and Let lire 

to a train, which has entirely. blown up, 

ONE of your PRIl\CIPAL FORTS, from it's 

very foundations: and which has likewife, 

ab'ead)' undermined the a TilE R : Though 

towards thal, this train, was not indced, 

immediately direEted, in a flrait line. As 

to any murquetry, therefore, which you 

may have drawn up around you, as a 

guard to your own perron; t1z~fe, even 

your prudence and compaffion {bauld have 

[pared; inftead of betraying your own im­

becility, by expofing thore, to cenain de­

flruEtion, who are both too weak to refitt 

an ad\'erfary, and too feeble to annoy him. 

The firing a volley at THEM, ean only 

he confidered, as a feu de joie, after the 

viEtory. 

• 



• 

( 

viRory. For, their powder, has, during the 

fiege, loft all it's force, if it ever had any; 

and even the locks of their mufquets, 

which were at firfi, extremely weak and 

iII conftruRed, are moft of them now,--­

even fhattered into pieces. 

I am, Sir, 

• Yours, &c . 

LETTER 
• 

• 

• 
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.' • • 

LET T E R X . 
• 

• 

HEN inll:ead of advancing, I reft 

upon my arms, and look back, upon 

the deveftation, and demolition, which the 
• 

• 

irreliftible force of my battery has produ-

ced, and fee numbers, already weeping 

over the fcattered fragments, and defo-

lated ruins of your principal fort; l'ITY .. 

prompts in me the WiOl, to flacken my 

career, and even to delia, from further 

triumph. It urges me, to refrain from ad­

ding, to the Dumber of the conquered, 

G g and 
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and to fpare the weaknefs, of the few of 

your forces, which frill remai!1. 

But, when it occurs to my recolleaion, 

that to a joldicr)-co~TE~lPT, is WORSE 

than DEATH; it feems to mc, maR pro. 

babIc, that thc famc fentiments are cn-

tertained by all, who enaaaed 
• 

are 111 any <:> <:> 

other fpecies of POLEMICKS; and then, 

compaffion teaches that • • c\-en me, It IS 

more merciful to kill, than to fave. 

• -. 
As therefore, you have arranged in fome 

order, fome few of your rank and file, 

which are fiill left: I {ball employ a few 

minutes more, in advancing againfi them. 
s 

For though it is true, that none of them • 
• 

were £irR inlifh d, and trained by )'OU, but, 
• 

are only fome infirm, old troops, whom you 

picktd up, from other generals, I. {ball 

now prefent them, with a few vollies of 

fmall arms; left, weak as they are, they 

fh6uld, as I have faid, deem the palling 

them 

-
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them by unnoticed, as a greater difgrace, 

and which confequently, they would be 

much lefs willing to fuftain, than tp be 

covered with wounds, or left dead in the 

field. 

I. fhall therefore hold no further parley, 

hut immediately proceed to difperfe, the 

feeble body, of light-armed troops, which 

you 

page 

have ftationed, in the third letter, 

22. • 

The filfl pofition you have taken, is 

this, "that the REVOLUTION in this coun­

t< try, is an EVE N T, which, ?}tOTe than any 

<C thing elfe, has opened the eyes of Eng­

"lifhmen, to the tl-ue j>rinciples of govern­

" ment. 

Now, Sir, by thofe, to whom, the revo­

iution ferved in your opinion, as a fubfti­

tute for the operation of couching, I con­

.dude, that you muft moft alTuredly mean 

G g 2. yourrelf~ 

• 
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-

yourfelf, and your friends. For you cer~ 

tainly will not allow, that any others, do 
7.mdnjland the true principles, of government. 

But, as I have already, I do not fcruple 

to fay, DE~!O~STRATED, 
• 

very peifons, who have 
, 

MISU:-<DERSTOOD, til-= 

that th(), are .he 

.,;v.; particulady 

hie P' inciplcs of 

that EVE~T, as well as, THE 
• 

FIRST pnn-
ciplcs of ALL 

, 

GO,· E r.. =' :'\1 E NT; it fullows. 

-that in this cafe, "the blind are led 

(C by the blind;" and if therefore, they 

ha',e had their eyes opened at all, it can 

haye really fen'ed to no other purpcfe,­

tban to make, their, "darhcfi 7.'iJiblc."­

But, as I have now in this work, ereRed, 
• 

and lighted up fa many beacons, for our 

guidance and [ecurity, I do not entertain 

the llighteft apprehenfion, for the IqJhng 

peace, prcfperilJ', and happi71ifs, of theft 
kingdoms; nor feel the leaft atom of fear, 

left this adumbration, in which, you and 

your friends are enveloped, {bould ever 

degenerate into f uch a plague, as that of 

Egypt; 

• 



, 

, 

, 

• • 

, 
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Egypt; fo that the DAR K N E S s, fhould not 

only, be "SEEN," but aHa, be eveu, , 

, 

That cc tlte great oljcEt if all governmenl, 

"is, the l'UIlLiC GOOD, is certainly (H.!; 

of thofe undeniable truth" which fprillgs, 

from the \'ery origi II of all government. 

This I ha\'e already afferted, ",ild did al~ 

ways as readily allow; upon the CONVIC-
• 

TION of R~,\S()~; ;'s )Iou can pollibly 

have admitted it, upon your principles of 

AVOWED BIGOTRY, to 1\1r. LOCKE. But 

at the fame time, I have alro illOwn, th<lt 

the deduElic1l.I, which 11 E has drawn from 

it, and which YOU, as the fhadow follow­

ing the fubfiancc, likcwife rcprelent, arc, 

in di) eEl oppofition to It E ASO N. 

For, you maintain, cc that fr01IO TlllE 

"principle, it Jollows, that all magiJlrtlles arc 

<C ANSWERABLE to the PEOPLE, Jar their 

"conduct in Office, and It E ~I 0 \' A B L J-. at TilE I R 

" l' L J::.'\. SUIt E. 

, 



• 

, 

" PLEASURE, and that the RIGHT 0/ RESIST­

er I!'< G an oppreJlive govcTnment, T HAT IS, 

er S U C H, as THE P E 0 P L E S HAL L DEE IIi TO B E 

"OPPRESSIVE, MUST BE HELD SACRED." 

Now, Sir, THESE PRE~IlSES, and CON­

e L U S IO:-; S, appear to me, to be much far­

ther diftant from each other, than even 

your refidence at Birmingham, from mine 

at Great YaT11Zoutn. And, as you have not 

been fa kind, as to ereEt any of thofe 

diTeEtion-prjls, called REA SON S, or A R G U­

MEN T S, to point us out the road, from the 

one, to the other; I fhould no more ex­

peEt, to fet out from the pnmifcs, and ar­

rive by a flmit line at the concllljion, with­

out wandering in fcepticifm, or plunging 
\ 

into the abyfs of error; than, to fet out 

from the latter town, and by the fame 

1neans to reach the former, without being 

drowned in a riYer, or foundered in a 

bog. , 

Befides, 
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Befides, in the one cafc, I have already 

ihown ; that the road is totally obflntEled, 

by an inaee1Jible, and unpaJ1able mountain; 

which, entirely blocks up the pafTage.. Bc;~ 

caufe, from the very NATliRE of ALL GO­

VERNMENT,' it follows, or rather,· the 

yery word, GOVERl'iMENT, in itfclf, IM­

:1'LIES, that the GOVERN ORS rif a flate,-­

are to RULE the GOVERNED; NOT the 

G (1 .; ERN ED, to R U LET 1I EGO V ERN 0 R S. 

~ Therefore, Sir, though Y0lt have been 

plcafed to obfervc, in' the fame leaf, and 

no doubt believe, that the "public good, 
"being the mofr NAT:JRAL and RATIONAL 

"of all nucs; and what, is MUCH MORE 

«EASY to DETERMINE, than either, what, 

" GOD HAS ORDAIN ED, or, what AN-
• 

«TIQUITY AUTHORISES;" tTlle, and felf-
evident, as fuch pofitions may be to you, 

and co'n[cquently, that lcgiilation is the 

E A S I EST of all tafks: Yet, that tntth and 

.plf-evidcnce, mufl be totally 1tndiJcernibie by 
111e,-

• 

• 

• 

• 
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, , • 'It flU, - tZ. 

RIGHT of 

" you -
the 

have PROVED,-that -
the 

• 
PEOPLE,-"'lS, to have the 

CO:\l:.L\:-<D OVER GOVERNORS; and the 

DUTY of GOVERXORS, 
• 
IS, to pay 0 J; E D J-

E~CE to the PEOPLE; and alfo, that the 

MOST ILLITERATE of, ?I!ASKIXD, CAN 

llUCH EASIER DISCOVER, WHAT CO:-lDU­

CES TO THE Pl:BLIC GOOD; THAN GOD, 

CAN REVEAL IT. 

In page 24, you tell us,. « that men 

"furely can not be faid to give 'Up theif 

«natural 1'ights, by entering into a com­

«paa for the better Jecuring of them." 

By which, NATURAL RIGHTS, you tell 
• 

US, you mean, LIFE, LIBERTY, and PRO-

~ERTY. 

• 
" 

This propofition indeed, Sir, would he 

mort certainly, not only [elf-evident, but 

even identical; did it not, a little unfor­

tunately TAKE for GRA:-ITED, that there 

hRE SUCH THI:<lGS, as NATURAL RIGHTS. 

Now, 

, 

, 
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No\V', 011 account of this unlucky accidenr, 

you mull be under the unavoidable necef­

fify; not only of undertaking a taIl., but 

alfo of accomplijhing an exploit, which,' , 

I am afraid, is infinitely Icfs fuited to the 

firength of your mind, than the Izardrjl. 

labour, or even all the lubours of Her­
cules were, to the vigour of his body. 

For, before this pofition, can poffibly 

be admitted, which indeed, you flold in 

common with your [chool-maRers, though 

to you alone belong, the unparticipated ho­

nour of [0 clear, 1'0 accurate, and [0 very 

fenfible a flatement of it; you mufl firfl 

DESTROY not only, (he 'WHOLE CONCA~ 

TEN AT ION, but likewifc, every individual 

link in the chain, of THAT REASONINC,,­

which Itolds, and binds together" the Jure­

going letters. But, as this is [0 arduous 

a tafi{, that from fear of the accomplifh­

ment, you may not be willing to fee the 
, 

nccefllly for undertaking it; or, which, for 

II b wanl 
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want of dearer logical fpe8acles, you may 

not be able to difcover; pel mit me to 

exemplify it by a more familiar infiance, 

which, having a reference to your own 

perron, may be to )'OU, eafier of compre­

hennon, tban any other illuftration, I could 

pollibly produce. 

Let us [uppo[e then, [orne one to main­

tain, tbat Dr. PrieflllJ', bas l\ a T given up 
all his CAPACITY for REASONING, by that 

portion of it, which, we find, he has n­

ia£ned in his letters to kf1-. BII'-/u;.. 

Nm.,.- certainly, no one could pollibly be­

[0 foolifh, as to maintain, that if you have 

RET A I ~ ED" a capacity for TeaJoning," in 

thofe letters; that you had, when writing 

them, either lqfl it, or -given. it up. But, 

frill, there may notwithfianding, remain, tWIJ 

pollibie fubje8s of difpute. For, it is not 

quite irnpoffible, that fame fceptical op,. 

ponent to your admirer, might DOUBT, 

whether 
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whether you ever fwd, or even DENY, that 

you ever HAD, at any time, ·any capacity 

for rcajiming; or even, if you !tad, whe­

ther, you retain(d any, in your letters to 

jHr. Burke. And after reading thefe let­

'ters of mine, to which )'O!t1"5 gave occaGon, 

'fhould anyone be fa whimfzcal, as to de­

'mand of your admirer, PROOFS of thefe 

points; II E mua necdfarily undertake the 

Henulean labour, of exhibiting them, before, 

he could procure from the objeRor, any 

aJlent, to his fir:fl pofition. But, with ,fitcf~ 

a TCquijition, it appears to me, as dijJiclllt, 
, 

to find mry man ABLE to COMPLY; as it 

feems irnpr:iJible, that YOU fhould be capable, 

of SATISFYING the 

cafe·;-for the [ole 

demand, in the form.er 
purpofe of illuftrating 

which, 

france. 

I have introduced, this latter in-

As to all your little poppings, in defence 

of the pofitions, which relate to the elec­

tion, and dethronement of kings, they were 

II h 2 evidently 
A. 

• 
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evidently charges, only of powder. FQl'. 

all the fhot, which is a:one fitted for the 

maintenance of fuch pofts, has been alrea· 

dy compleatly defhoyed, by the long train 

of artillery, which I arranged, oppofite to 

your fort: fa that it would now be in 

me, a criminal wafte of powder, not only 

to fire off a {jngle charge, but even to 

make your foldiers wiuk, by giving theQ1· 

a flafh in the pan. 

But, Sir, there is one paffage in this it· 

lujlrioZ!.5 THIRD LETTER, which, though it 

entirely delivers us from all employment, 

of the faculty of thinking, for the pur­

pofe of refuting it; _ and affords us the 

moil entire difpenJaticm, from all invefliga­

tion, by offering us only, what we have 

hundreds of times before, both read, heard, 

reprobated, and defpifed; yet, I Can not 

pars it by unnoticed; as it gave birth to 

a refleRion, which was to me attended 

with great pain, though the relation of it, 

may 
• 

• 
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may perhaps, to others, be followed by 

much benefit. 

For, it gave me rearon to lament, that 

notwithftamling, the vaft labonr you have 

employed, in pntting together, ruch a ?nul~ 

tiplieity of books, as, you have already F.'I.~ 

lIitICATED, that, you had not, before the 

publication of your letters to Mr. B1Wkc, 

added to THEM, one lahol!r 1nm"e. The tail" 

I mean, of making an ENGLISII DICTI­

ON A it y; for the benefit of )'OU1Ic!f, and of 

Y0ltr friends. For, by this omijJion, you have 

moft unluckily p!!zzlcd YOUlfelj, and them, 

as to the meaning of a wOl"d, which is, 

ONE of the mofl: COMi\ION in the ENG~ 

LISH language; and even denotes a per­

fon, exercifing an office, which is of daily, 

and hourly ure, to the generality of the 

world. Not to keep you longer in rurpence, 

., I muft inform, you, it is, the word,­

liERVANT. 

Now, 

, 

, 



, 

• 

l\ow, Sir, becaufe, it is the dIll)' of the 

Kl~G, a :.U.GISTR<\TE, &c. to do good. 
or, to render ravia to the people, who 

are intrl1jled to their care; thenfore, you 

and your friends maintain, that, they are 

the SERVANTS of the people. 

I mufr confers, that for [orne time, I 

thought, this expreffion, was intended, only, 

as an hannlifs pun; by which, you might 

hope to ranre your readers, from any in. 

clination to fleep, or propenfity to draw· 

finefs; or by which, you might ex-peEl to 
relieve them from fatigue, or even per· 

haps, to foften their features, into a fmile. 

llut,however true it may poffibly be, that 

it has produced BOTH of thore effeCts, upon 

fame of them; yet, that no fuch conre· 

quence, was intendd by )'OU, I am now 

pr:r}"eElh' con'vinced, from the moft .accurate 

attention, . to the uniform. gravity, and con ... 

flant folemnity of your diCtion. For, ~ven 

when you tell us, that 5.1!>i' GS are the ob· 

jeEls 

• 

• 

• 
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jeEls of )IOW- lauglzter; your words have 

not the leaft tendency, to move a fingle 

mufcle, in the face of any other man; ex~ 

cept, it fhould chance to be, at, and not, 

with YOU. 

I muft beg leave therefore, juft to ob­

ferve, that however, I ?night be inclined 

to concur with you, in a jeriou5 applica­

tion, of the term, SERVANT, to the KING. 

could it be CON FIN ED to his ~lJice jinghl• 

without being extended to others; yet, I 

muft confefs, I feel fome reluElance, to 

the adoption of fuch an application of it; 

becaufe, men are fa prone to err, that 

fome of them, would then perhaps imagine 

that it may with equal, or even ]till great­
er propriety, be applied, both, to YOU J 

and ~I E. And though, for my own part, 

I am totally indifferent, as to any diminu­

tion of nfpeEl, which might chance to be 

the c01ifequence, of ./itch an application t() 

1i/.yJelf; yet,·I fllOUld be extremely forry, 
on 

• 



on your atcount;if, any, of )'D!!7 orv:;. 

congregation, fhould treat YOU with only 
• 

/za!J the contempt, by confidering Y0lt, as 

THEIR SERVA~T; that YOU do a king, ' 

hy confidering- H DI, as YOU R s •. 

Befides, if this were to be the cafe, the 
• 

very nature of the relation, between you, 

and your flock, would moll: unfortunately, 

he totally reverfed. For then, it would 

be their office to· tefUh, and )'ours to learn. 

It would be their dutyAO preach, and )'01£r5 

to hear. It would then, be theil- RIGHT 

to iUue out their commands to YOU, and 

)'our . DUTY to OBEY THEIR D1STRUC-

TroNS. • 

But, how difagreeable, and irkfome, Juch 

a fituation mull: nwffarily be to ),Olt; I can 

eafily conceive, from that noble freedmIL if 
jpint, wilich breaths through all your wri­

tings; and which [0 irrefragably proves.­

that you would fpurn with indignation, at 
the 
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the very idea, of Jub1llitting to a19' 1izan is 
direElian, or even of acknowledging, a17~ 

-man, as your Juperiar. 

But, . that [uch, would Joan be the l£On"i­

ble Rate of JubjeElion, to which you would 

be reduced, if your congregations, fhould 

o:zce give the [arne appellation to you, 
which, you do, to the king,--is not 

merely a theoretical co njeaure, but is a 

faa, which may be [aid to be [anaioned, 

by experience. 

For, I know from the information, of 

fome of the minijlers of your perfuajion, 

that this is the ACTU AL £tate of !lavery, 

to which. finne of them, have been already 

reduced. Of which, they complained to me, 

as a burden too grievous to be borne, and 

which therefore, they lamented as the heavieR 

of affiiaions. Now, Sir, if the whole multi .. 

tude of Unitarian congregations, fhould once 

univerfally add to their other enlightened tenct, 

I i that 

• 

• 



that Jifm Chrifl is to be treated 0110' <is a 

1iw-e man, this alfo, that their, miniJlers 

are to be treated only as mere Jervants;­

how miferable then would be your condi­

tion. And in the' inflances, to which I 

allude, where, fuch has been the PRAC­

TICE ef fome congregations, they were 

certainly thofe, 'who had embraced the 

THEORY. For the)" it feems, were jufi as 

incapable as )'OU, of conceiving the pal­

pable diffemlGe, and ·diJlinElion, there is,­

between, the DOI~C A~OTHER A SER­

\" ICE, and, the BEl N G HIS S E R V ANT • 
• 

Hence therefore, they thought themfelves 

a.uthorifed,· to compel their minifiers, (under 

the penahy of the lofs of their wages) to 

preach SUCH DOCTRIN ES, as the Tichcft 

and greatll, though not perhaps, the wifefl 
members of the congregation, fhould pleafe 

to CO!lD!AND; and refirained them from 

preaching fuch, as the MIN ISTlms, would 

tlumjelvls have chofin. 

1 

• 

• 

• 
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I will therefore beg leave, Sir, with all 

due deference, to fubmit, and leave the 

quellion, entirely to your own determina­

tion. viz. Whether, as KIN G S are no 

more bound to OllEY the COMMANDS of 

their SUIlJECTS, than 'YOU ARE th~fe of 

)'our AUDITORS; it may not be, in YOU, 

-as jZl:fl and as rigltt, as proper and· as 

decent, as humble and as mtional, not to 

give the 'appellation of SERVANT, to a 
• • • 

KING, as,-lt IS In your CONGREGATION, 
• • 

-NOT to gIve It, to YOU. 

There are, Sir, likewife, fame other paf­

[ages, in this very letter of yours, to which, 

I-am now paying my refreEls; which in-

difputably prove, that had it been. pre­

ceded by the manufaElure of that very 

ufeful, but defpifed work, a diElionar)', it 

mull neceffarily have contained fewer ap­

parent errors; and would have been of 

ineftimable advantage to your .friends. They 

being, I am perfuaded, as much determin. 

I i 2 cd 

• 



~d, not to unlearn any thing, which they 

fancy, tbey have been taught by )'0U; as 

J'ou, can pollibly be refolved, not even tp 

examine the truth of any pr-fition, which 

YOll imagine, )'OU have learned from 1 ... 1r. 

LOCKE. The principle, is the fame in 

hath; tbough to be furc:, the authorities, 

are jomewliat dijftrent. 

For, you proceed to cenfure the ex­

prellion, of. <c OUR SOVEREIGN LORD 

n THE Kn:G," though only indeed, upon 

political principles. But, as fome of your 
eleves condemn it likewife, upon religious 

ones, I doubt not, but you alfo have the 

Jame objeRion to it; though both, I am 

certain, highly venerate the title, of. ,. 

cc THE :liAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE." 

You are of opinion, that the ftlfl term, 

if it ought to be ufed at all, fhould be 

applied to the parliament. 

• 

Now, 

, 
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Now, if you mean by this word, only, 

. the HOUSES o~· LORDS, and COMMONS; 

had you but confulted lome Enc)'clopa:dia, 

which you mufl: neceJ!aril), have done, upon 

every principle of book. making, had you un~ 

dertaken to manufaRure a new diElionar)'; 

. you would molt. probably, never have 

urged this objeRion. For then, you mult. 

have been uncommonly unfortun:>-te indeed, 

had you not learned from fame one, or other 

of them, that the Lords and Commons, are 

only portions of the legifiature; but, that 

the KING HIMSELF, alfo, forms, a con~ 

ftituent part of the legifiative body. That 

every law therefore, requires his a!fent, as 

much as the alfents of the two houfes: 

And his NEGATIVE, is as perfeaJy CON~ 

liTITUTION AL, for the REJ ECTION of an 

aR, as that, of a 1\1 AJ 0 R I TY, in either 
houfe. You would then alfo have known, 

that, when we fpeak of the KI N G AS 0 U R 

SOVEREIGN LORD; we do not, by that 

expreffion charaRerife him, as a part of 

the 
• 

• 

, 
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the legijlature, 

lj. in himfo!f, 

POWER of the 
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but as POSSESSI:':C compleai­

the 'VHOLE EXECUTIVE 

kingffi;m ; and therefore, 

that IT IS A TITLE, to which, the PAR­

LLUtENT, in no fenft, in which, you can 

pofIibly take that rL'rJl-d, can have any more 

claim, than, even the revl)lution Jocicl),; or, as 

Mr. Burke calls it, the "fociety for 1"CVO-
• 

• c lutions_" 

By the .fame mean" you would mo£!:' 

probably have removed aHa, any religious 

fcnIples, which )'011, may entertain, as well 

as your dirciples, as to the propriety of 

the )ame title. 

For, no doubt, but you might then have 

gleaned up, at lea!l:, fo much acquaintance 

with logic, as would have imparted to you, 

flme knowledge of the propel" ure, and jig­

'll!fication of WORDS; and taught you, that 

the very' Jame epithets, ?nay, by their appli­

cation to dijfel-cnt JubjeEls, .receive, from the 

JubjeEls 
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JitbjeEls thC1l!felves, either, an enlargement, or 

limitation to their figl,ifications. Confc­

quently therefore, though it would un­

doubtedly be blafphcmy in us, to call the 

KING, OUR SOVEREIGN LORD GOD;­

yet, it is certainly, not at all inconfifient 

with piety', with innocence, and good .fenje, 

to call HIM, OUR SOVEREIGN LORD 

THE KING. 

And indeed, where, even cufiom only, 

in a {tate had authorifed, or fanRioncd 

fuch a title; to withold it, is even to 

difobey an authority, ,vhicIl I hope YOll 

will pardon me for thinking; though';{ 

differ from you in opinion, jlill gTeatcr. 
than even yours. . I mean, a' learned anci­

ent writer, called an Apofrle, notwithHand­

ing you, have difcovered his miflakes ;­

who, has recommended to us, I dare not, 

for fear of offence, fay, enjoined us, ,cc to 

"pay cl!flom, to whom Cll'0n-z, is due, and 

"IWniJl£T, to 1uhvrn honour." 
You 

• 



• 
You objefr indeed, I know, for, fo you. 

have yourfelf told us, to Juck titles, be­

caufe, you think, .they are apt to inflate 

KINGS with PRIDE. But is not this a pa/"-
fion, which, it is as neceffary to be guard­

ed againfi, for the fake of the peace, 
• 

comfort, and happinefs of fociety. in s U B­

JECTS, as well as in KI:.IGS. And will )'OU 

then, that you may afr confifiently, withold 

from euery m<1n.. of any other rank, his 

title, from the fear, that the befiowing it, 

might excite the fame paffion in him. 

Some men, for infiance, may be jrrozid of' 

the ti-tle, of REVEREND DOCTOR, how­

ever it may have been acquired, or what~ 

ever right they may have to it, or to 

whatever rank, they may be entitled to de­

rive from it, in this kingdom; where al­

mofi every poor curate, has an unquefiion­

able right to a rank, [upel-iol- to numbers 

of thofe, who happen, to be 10 dignified. 

But, were he to attempt to affume it, he 

would 

• 
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"vculd Coon be aba!hed into hUrriiliation, 
" 

by the fupercilious brows of tho fe, who, 

110twithflanding treat with contempt, the ti­

tles of KINGS. Nay, though you YOltrjclf, 
may totally difi-cgard the nW1nmendation df 

the ApOSTLE, give me leave to aIk you, 

"this quefiion, whether, even YOU, Sir, would 

not have thought me,." if I had not ad-

clreIfed you, as, THE REVEREN D Doc­

TOR PRIESTLEY, to have. been GUILTY, 

'at lea), of a BREACH of GOOD MAN­

N ERS. 
" 

From hence then, it clearly follows, that 

you yourfelf mull not only deem that man, if 

not ignorant of the ru1cs, yet, however, to be 

deficient in the praaice of good- breeding, 

who is [0 tenacious of his oWn perfonal 

confequence, as to refufe to others, the 

titles and places, which are Teally due to 

them; bitt him alia, who even refufes them 

to others, from courteb'. which they ought 

K k not, 

" 

• 



, 

not, though they oftcn do claim, as a 

RIGHT. • 

I doubt not therefore, but that you 

likewife think, that good' manners are of 

much more conrequence, to the comfort of 

individuals; and of much more importance 

to fociety; than fome are apt to con~' 

ceive; and confequently, that there are 

cIalfes of people, who pay a much lef" 

attention to it, as a part of education, than 

it deferves. As it certainly tends, to ba~ 

nilli rudenefs and ferocioufnefs from foci­

ety, and to produce the fame OUTWARD 

_'>CTS of kindnefs, gentlenefs, and humility, 

which chriftianity upon a different, and 

better principle, enjoins. . So that the hum­

bleft and beft chrijlian, is in faa, the bUt 
ored gentleman. 

N ever therefore, I am certain, iliaH 

inclination 
• 

ONe dirc0\- er in 
-
ill you, and 

future, any 

your friends, to with-

hold 

-
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hold from olhers, thofe titles, which, the 

1-ites and cujloms of a fiate, authorife any 

rank to affume. Since it is evident, that • 

whoever feels that inclination, is afruated 

by the very fame pallion, which infiigates 

the jJr1/'ejfors of titles, to pride themfelves 

upon" them. Convinced, as you undoubted­

ly are, that whoever refufes to another, 

the appellation or the rank, which is due 

to him; can only be deemed as a coun-. 

terpart to furly Diogenes, trampling, wilh 

Cynic arrogance upon· the carpets of that 

Plato; who was as much" fuperior to the 

philofophm of old, and al[o, of this enlit,ht­

ened age, in the lllannen of a gentleman; 

as, in the brilliancy, and copioufnefs of 

his imagination; the vivacity, and extent 

of his fagacity; and the importance, and 

profundity of his difcoveries. 

As to that. expreffion, which is fo great 

a favourite with l'ome philofophers, and 

undoubtedly, not lefs 1'0 with the v U L-

K k Z GAR .. 

" 



, 

, 

( ~ 

200 ) 

GAR, for it is to them, the title belongs~ 

, I mean, «THE MAJESTY OF THE PEO~ 

'c P L E;" had you undertaken the talk, of 

which I lament the want of execution; , 

the explanation of this term, would fool1 

have been very eafy to you; and you 

would, I doubt not, readily hd.ve feeD, the 
abfurdity and contradiRion, which,· it in­

volves. For, though I do not think, that 

any diElionaiy-maktr, has yt been fo en­

lightened, as to join there words together, 

as a rcdl-known iiile; or even quoted any 

paITage, from any enlightened writer, to au­

thorife fuch a junElion; yet, to have dif­

covered the beautiful ANTI THE SIS, w hicb 

they form bOlh in foife and found, there 

would have been nf) occaGon for you, to 

have had recourfe to the ingenious Cham­

beTS, nor the {Ell more valuable Scotc!t 

Encylopa:dia, now publifuing; but, you 

might ha\Oe made the difcovery, from the 

very firft [chool-boy's diaionary, you had 

tak{:j~ 

• 
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taken up; if, his moillened thumb, had 

not torn off, or obliterated, the words. 

For at what time, could this fame 

much-talked of MAJ ESTY, be breathed into 

the people? Not furely, in a }late of na~ 

ttl/-e, when no government cxills, but each 

man is enjoying his NATURAL RIGHTS of 

FREEDOM and EQUALITY, for the DE~ 

STRUCTION of each other? Vias it then, 

when no longer able to fupport, [0 mifc­

rable a fiate of exiftcnce, tbey were fcek­

ing to get rid of THEIR OWN SELF-DI­

RECTION, by fubmitting,to almoft any man, 

who would take upon him the labour; of 

GOVERXING them? Was it in either of 
thefe fituations? If it were. However 

glorious, fuch fiates may appear to mo~ 

dern philofophers, in thefe enlightened times, 

THEY, the PEOPLE, evidently preferred 
, 

IubllZiJlion to a GOVERNOR, to an)' SUCH 

M AJ ESTY. Experience, having foon taught 

!hem, from THEIR OWN lNCAPACITY,' for 
fuch 

, 

• 

• 
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fuch a choice; that it was much better to 

truil:, to the feeming carual fucceffion of 

nature, than to their own ignorant feleRion. 

Little dreaming I ween, at that time, that, 

they were thus furrendering up TH FIR 

!>! A J 1: STY, of which, they had never 

heard. 

Or was it, AFTER THEY HAD SUilMIT~ 

TED, and were BOU:-ID to OBEY the WILL, 

or WILLS of others? If this be the TIME 

meant; had you, but taken the method [ 

have propofed, and which I lament, did 

not occur to your thoughts; had you but 

looked out, only, the words, 1lZajejlJ', .fo­
vereignty, government, obediena, and JubjeEls, 

you would have feen clearly, the abrurdi~ 

ty, and contradiRion, of fuch a phrafe. 

"\Vhen therefore, you had heard, fuch an 

e}':preffion ufed, at the 7"evolulion focie0'; 
your eye-brows, would fpontaneoully have 

exprdfed the contempt, you inwardly felt; 

and you would have been more dirpored, 

had 



had it been confillent with your good 
manne1"S, to have hiKed the perrons, who 

gave fuch nonrenre for a toaft; than to 

applaud it, and drink it, perhaps, « WITH 

« THREE Tr;\IES THHEE." 

By this time I think, even YO u, Sir, 

mufi ree cltar0', how very ncceffary it is, 

that men, fhould moll: accurately ~xamjnc, 

and moll precifely conceive the MEANING 

of W 0 H D s; before they can pretend, to 

lay any claim to the charaEl:er of R E A-

S ONE R S ; or can form any preteace, to 

rank themklves, in the number of W R 1-

TERS, SPEAKERS, or of CRITICS. From 

the want of this habit, which mu{\: be the 

Jubjh-atum. of every good compofition,,, it is, 

-'that we may often hear a man fpeaking 

fluently for an hour, when to all the pur­

pofes of infiruRion, he has' really been 

faying nothing; or rcad a folio, which 

though it eoll the author, the labour of 

years to write, truly eilablilhes no other 

proof, 



Dreof, than this; that the writer, has • 
proved lIoti,ing. For, when bv an accurate 

• 

fcrutiny, " mto a fundamental propofitionj 

we have once" fo~nd, that the fpeaker, 0'" 

the writer, had no clear conception "of 

the terms, by which, it was compaRed, 

and we have ourfelves difcoyered, their 

true and proper fignification, we fhall 

fee the fpeech, or the book, at once lofe 

it's only principle of cohefion, and crum­

ble into dull.. 

That you were not indeed mucA fooner 

aware of the neceffity for this praRice, 

and did not moll. fedulouOy endeavour to 
• 

cultivate it; I have the pleafure of think-

ing, was owing in no fault in me, but is 

wholly to be imputed, to your own neg­

leR. For, above twenty )'ears ago, I not 

only pointed this, out to you, but alfo, 

moll. feriotlOy advifed and in treated you, 

to give a clofe attention, to the fludy of 

r:oery brancA of the art of LOGIC, not 

indeed, 

• 

• 
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indeed, that you might improve, 

you might acquire a talent for 

but that 
• • ratloclna-

tion. And, the more clearly to. evince to 

you, the:: extreme want, and abfolute nc-
• 

ceility you were under, of following thi~ 
, 

advice, I exhibited to you, the moll. direEl.. 

and flongejt proof; by writing a little ef­

fay, entitled PRIESTLEY; againfl PRIEST­

LEY, and fhowing, from your deficiency 

in thefe refpeRs, in your 1fay upon govern­
ment, HOW YOU YOURSELF, CONFUTE)) 

YOURSELF. 

• 

Upon this occauon indeed, a perfon whQ 

called himfelf Ebcracenjis, threw down his 

gauntlet, and denied, that I had provc<;l 

the charge. He certainly advanced to th~ 

combat, with much feeming fpirit, but with. 

. great real weaknefs; with. a confidence, which 

nothing but ability, could have jull.ified, but 

with fuch pO\~ers, as only the moll. bafh-
. . 

ful modell.y, ,'ould have fuited. The very 

L 1 firft-
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firfi onret brought him breath1efs, and fenfe--
. 

lefs, to the ground; never more to rife. 

And I fuppofe, that by this time, at leafi, 

you recognize in me, if you did not 

before, -a certain writer, who formerly 

affumed, the name, of AriJlarchus. 

But perhaps, you minook me for an enemy, 

and therefore were refolved, not to pay any 

regard, to m)' advice. Should you however, 

plead this as an excufe, you mufi yourfetf 

be fenfible, that it can not by any means, -

prove your juftification. For, you can not 

pallibly, have fa far forgotten the -rudi­

ments of your education, as not to remem­

ber, that -:las rjt et ab hrjle doccri. Your 

condua therefore, was as impolitic, as your 

fuppafition was ill-founded. For, what pof­

fible advantage could accrue to any ene­

'Tf'-)', by recomlilwding any thing, which, muft 

neceffarily conduce to )'our good; - and pof­

fibly, to his own injury. But with the mof!: 

- unfeigned 



, 

• 

• 

unfeigned truth, I can alfure you; that 

if you did Hally, or do' nOlO, fo efteem me, 

you do me great injullice, and are your­

[elf much millaken. I can mon -folemrily 

affirm, that there never was, that man ex­

illing in the world, for whom I ever en­

tertained the leaft difiike, becaufe, we 

differed in opinion, or difagreed in fentiment. 

For, it is almoft impoffible to cont:eive, a 

greater contrariety of opinions, to fubfift 

between two men, who were both warmly 

attached, to the truth of chrillianity, than 

between me, -and my late moft excellent 

friend, Dr. John .J ebb; whom I believe 

you well knew, and highly valued; yet, 

-we lived in the moll. uninterrupted har­

mony with each other,+-from the com­

mencement of our acquaintance in the 
• 

univerfity, to the day of his death; though 

we never met without difputing. and by the 

account of his life, I find, we were once 

warmly engaged againft each other, in a 

L I 2 public 
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public controverfy. Which, had I at. that 
time known, lliould have borne fame marks 

of the uncere affeRion, with which, I lov­

ed the man, whatever might be the ear­

nefinefs, with which I attacked the argu­

ments of the writer. 

For, never lliall I ceafe to cherilh the 

fweet remembrance of him here, and, 0 ! 

. that I may be deemed worthy to live with 

him, in eternal friendlhip hereafter. Many 

there were, who did injuflice to his cha­

raEfer, whiIft liring, and who, now Hill 
know not, one half of his real worth. 

For, he having eatly in life, imbibed fome 

il:rong prejudices on religious fubjeRs,­

his habits and conneEUons, led him ra~her 

to cherilh them; than afterwards. to em. 

ploy his own excellent underfianding, in 

examining, ~Dd eradicating them. And, as 

his honefi heart, was always warm in de­
fence of the fentiments wbich he embra-

·ced; 

• 

• 

• 
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ced j he was fometimes led. by his. altach~ 

tnent to others, to appeal" to :fo;ne as a 

fiery zealokJoF. . his opinions;· who. in re­

ality, would· not defignedly have giv.en a 

moment's pain to any, the meaneft fenfi­

tive creature. For, no man ever poifeffed. 

71Wl-e "if the milk of human kind·nifs," and 

never did I know, amongft men, (for 1 
muft mark that diftinaion)a purer fpirit. 

-wafted to "heaven. ·Pardon this 

fron, ,and. permit me, that,,;,,,; -

digref-

• • 

His Jallem: accumu[em donis, et fu>;gar inani. 

Mwzere • 
• • 

1 • • 
• 

• 

But, Sir, from· this pleafing, .. fad remem­

brance, I muft·, om:e more turn myi fteps. 

to the thorny pathlSof controverfy j. though 

they will not at prefent be detained, but 

. for fome few minutes, longer. • 

• 

. Pardon me then, Sir, that· if, . well know~ 

ing the "Tapid glances/' you are wont to 

take 

• 
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take of books, I requell the "favour of 

you, and can aB"ure you, that this requefl 

is made, as much for your benefit, as, my 

own; that, when you do me the honour, 

of reading thefe letters, 'You would be fo 

good,. as moft attentively to peru[e them,­

TWICE at LEAST, . before, you undertake 

to an[wer them. Becaufe otherwife, mOll 

probably, your ftatement of 'my opinion, 

will, through inattention, be, 'a mifreprefen~ 

tation, and' then inftead of engaging with 

me,' you will be fighting only with. the 

air. For, as it is impoffible for you).' to 

reply to MY ARGUlol'ENTS, if you have not 

allowed yourfelf, TI:.IE . .fufficient to .under~ 

Jland them; and fork a . rep!;', conftitutes 

the very ESSENCE of· all 'CONTROVERSY; 

YOU will be. nnder the NECESSITY, of 

having recourfe to your moft nfual mode, 

-of calling THAT an ANSWER, which,.­

without even aiming, at a REFUTATION" 

of your opponent's REASONING, contains 

merely,.-

• 
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merely, a RE-CAPITULATION, and Rt­

ASSERTION, of your own opinions. A mode 

of proceeding, which I can affure you, has 

fuch an effea upon fome acute reafonen, 

as to produce in them inHantly, a naifea., 
at· the' very fight of ariy of your works., 

Be fo good therefore, I befeech you,'as 
• 

to exert your own utmoft endeavours, '!lnd 
• 

even call, to your aid, all the- affiHance \'oa 
• 

tan 'procure, that' inftead of taking the 

meaning ;of my 'terms for granted, you 

. may be enabled, moO:. attentively to invef-
• 

tigate the jignijication· of. every word' I have 

ufed~in roery propojition, which ,I have ad­

vanced; and inHcad of contenting y.our·­
felf, with REPROBATING my CONCLUSIONS, 

• 

WITHOUT PROOF of THEIR being DESERV­

IN G of C ENS U R E, be pleafed with the 

-utmofl fiverity to Jcrutinifc the chain which 

conneEls, the co N CL U S 10 N S, WI TH TH El It 

RESPECTIVE l'REMISES. For, there are 

the 

, 

• 
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the only dfecrual means. by which, you 

can eitheI: DESTROY my fyftem"Dr tha\ you 

can REBUILD 1Ur. Locke's. , 

'~ , " , 

It is, to. ere~ or repair. a~ fit habit~tip'p 
, 

for'TRlJTH. that is. or ought to b_t:i: our 
, " 

primary objecr. And though {he is then 

placed in a manfi.OI~ mofr.Juitable to her 
, 

dignity, when it is like thofC!, ,which a Plflto.or 

a Burke has ere Bed for her, ornamented with . , - . . 
, 

the ~nen. po}iihed marble, pillars ,!f ,t?e :C~-

rinthian order; yet, will fhe Dqtwithftard-
, 

mg, fometimes deign to dwell in all humble 

cottage, fupported I11ere}y by wooden pillcu:s 

TOughly' hewll out of oak, and, wrought 

only in ru/lic work., " 

• , 

That I might, the fooner" give you, an 

opportunity of attempting to execute this 

work. fo far at leaft as relates to C 1 V I L 

GOVERlB!ENTJ well knowing how ilDpat~~ 

ent you are, under any deprivation of . la-

, .. bour; 
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bour; I have divided this correfpondenct', 

'-into TWO PARTS; that you might not 

be robbed,. of the pleafure of retJ.uning an 

anfwer, 'till that time' \~as eJapfed, which, 

it would be requifite for me, to. employ ill 

writing' the fccond part. 
, 

• • 

I well know, with what agility and. plca-

fure, you always advance to the figh,t; and 

with , .... hat tardinefs, and reluRancy', you 

retire. The nimblenefs of the one, I have 

been fometimes induced to think, fhows 

more fpirit, than policy. But' the flownefs 

of the latter, can not be accufcd of want 

of art; however, fome may have fufpeR­

cd it of the appearance of vanity. For, 

often have we feen you, not only like 

Antceul, as foon as you have been thrown 

upon the earth; inftantly rebound, with re-
o 

newed ftrcngth: But even, .when your ad-

verfary, has like another Hercules, 1'e01/y 
vanquijlted you,. and. fllffered your lifelefs 

• • 

corp fe, . to fall to the ground ;-V'!,e. have 

Mm likewife 
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you rife once mcire, • • 
re-amma-

. 

likewife feen 

ted with your former confidence ;-:and 

when you knew the conqueror was certain-
• 

Iv retired from the field, never more mean-
J 

ing to return; we have heard you challenge 

him again to the combat, ling a triumphal 

fong, and claim the wreath of viRory, as if 

you were really the viRor, not the van­

quifhed. 

I am, Sir, 
• 

Your very humble Servant; 
• • 

.. 

S. CO 0 PER. 

T~ErlIRST 
<c~.' ~ --- ---. 
6_ .-,~ 
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Shortly <pi?! be publifhed, by the flllI~ AutILOt·. 

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY of the 
• 

NEW TESTAMENT, in which, amongfr feveral 

other fubjeEls of ~nquiry, the true difiinElion 

between the INTERNAL and EXTERNAL 

EVIDENCES of Chrifiianity, is, (in OPPOfilioIl 

to the opinions or fome very eminent writers) 

endeavoured to be more accurately explai ned. 

then it has hitherto been, and. the pRINCIPLES 
• 

of Mr. Hume's Philofophy, from which he 

deduced his Arguments againfr M 1 R A.; L E S is 

proofs of a Divine Revelation, are Ihown to 

be contrary to the firfr Principles of our Know­

ledge, as deduced from EXPERIENCE and 

TESTIMONY. 

• 

Publifflcd by tIle .fame Author. 

1. The Neceffity and Duty of tile early In-
• 

frruElion of Children, in the Chrifiian Religion, 

evinced and enforced; Preached in the Parinl 

Church of Great Yarmouth, on Sundav, June 

the 20th, 1790; For the Benefit of the Cha· 

rity and Sunday Schools. Printed at the Requcfl 

of the Reprefentaliv(Js in Parliament, for that 
Burgh, 

11. Thr: 

• 

• 



• 

II. The Confifl.ency of Man'~, Free-Agency. with 
God"s Fore-knowledge in the Government 9f 

the "\Vorld, proved and illullrated. In a Dif-
• 

courfe; Preached in the Parifh Church of 

Great Yarmouth, on Thurfda)" April 23d, 

1789; being the Day of General Thankfgiv­

ing, for his Maje!ly's Happy Recovery . 
• 

III. The One yreat Argument for the truth of 
• 

Chriflianity, from a ringle Prophecy, e\·inced, in 

a new E:-.planation of the Sevellth Chapter 
• 

of Ifaiah: and in a general Refutation of the 

Interoretations of [olmer Commentators • 
• 

IV. Confolation to the j.,.rourner, and InllruBioll 

buth to Y oUlh aud Old Age, from the early 

Death of the Rigl,teolls. In Two Difcourfes; . 

occalloned by the Death of his eldell Daugh­

ler, who had only jufl entered into her Twenty­

lid!: Ye3r; To which is fubjoined, an Appendix, 

containing her CharaBl'r, alld two Elegies on 

her Death. Preached at the Pari!h Church of 

Great Yarmouth. 

\T. Erroneous Opinions concerning Providence 

refuted, the true Notions flated, and illu!l:ra­

fd by the Events which have lately happened 

to 



, 

, 

to this Nation. Preached at the Parifu C'huTch 

of Great Yarmouth, on Friday; 'February ,8th, 

1782• 

VI. An Addrefs after Confirmation: Pointing 

out the Means of attaining Chnftldn Per/eaiun, 

and true Happine(~. Delivered at the Parifu 

Church of Gredt Yarmouth, on Sunday, 'Auguft 

24th, 1783' 

, 

VII. The Power of Chrifiianity, over th~ ma-

!ignant Palliuns afferted; the real Cdufes of 

1"erfecutions amongfi Chrifiians are point­

~d out, and the true Gruunds of mutual 

Forbearance in religious Opinions explained. 

Preached Nov. 3d, 1776. 

VIII. The N,ecellity and Truth of the Three 
, 

Principal Revelations, demonflratcd from tne 

Gradations of Science, and the Progrers of the 

mental Faculties. Preached on Commencement 

Sunday, June 29th, 1777' 

~x. A Letter to the Clergy of Norfolk, upon 

the Abolition of Tythes. In which, the Schemes 

propofed for an Equivalent, are examined. 

X. A full Refutation of the Reafons advanced 

in Defence of the Petition. for the Abolition 

of , . 

, 

, 

, 



~f Subfcription to the Articles and Liturgy. By 

no Bigot"to, nor agaillft the ~hurch of England. 
, 

XI. Explanations of different texts of Scriptures, 

in four Dilfertations; 1ft. On eternal Punilh­

ments. 2d. On Chrift's curling the Fig-T re(:. 

3d. On Miftranllations. 4th. On Chrill's Temp­

tation; in which, the Notions of a Vi lion, 

and the perronal Appearance of Satan, are 

refuted. 

XII. A Letter to the Billiop of Gioucefter ;:­

in which his Lordlhip's DIVIN E LEGATIOl'I 

is defended, both from the Mifapprehenfions or 
his Lordlliip's Friends, and Mifreprefemations 

of his Enemies. 

XIII. Definitions and Axioms, relative to Charity, 

Charitable Inilitutions, and the Poor's Laws • 

.In which, Roufes of Indufuy were firI!: recorn •• 

mended to the Attention of the Public. -. _. . . 

""' 
B11lL .. . • 

, 

, 
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