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T H E
PRI N CIPULES

GOVERNMENT,
D ELINUEATE D.

PART THE FIRST,

O N

CIVIL GOVERNMENT,

et ordinem

Reftum  evaganit  frena licentia
Injecit,

non furor
Civilis, aut wvis -exiget OTIUM
Non ira, quce procudit cnfes

Et miferas imimicat urbes.

Hor.
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Rev. Dr. PRIESTLEY.

LETTER L

SIR, JU

I ' v i ro !
[ ]

S {oon as-I had read M». Burke's _]uﬁly

. celebrated . < Rqﬂe&w?zs, I entertam-
ed no doubt, but that you would attempt
to anfwer them, before I faw your -décla-
ration of fuch an intention, publickly an-
nounced' in the newfpapers. Do not ‘how-
ever imagine, that I'am fo abfurd as ‘to
think, that fuch a. dlfcovery i$" a 'proof
either of any uncommon fagat:lty, or labo-
rious _application - of. mind ; as it only re.

qulred for it's foundation, .fome attention to
A the
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the ideal channels, through which, your mul-
tifarious writings have generally flowed. For
even a very {light obfervation, is all which
is neceflary to enable any one to dilcover,
that vou are (in B jﬁap Warburton's phrafe)
“ An Anfwérer-by Profeffion,” to every work,
written in defence of the prefent civilt and
ecclefiaftical government of this country. A
conftitution of government, which under the
liberal fhelter of it’s wide extended branches
protefts you, from every ftorm and blaflt

of perfecution; and affords to every un-
happy wanderer in. exile; or  even. outcalt
from all religions, a fecure retreat, in which,
he may :eat his bread in comfort, pe:ace
hbert}, 'and fafety. - = : '

- -
F =

| I ;have now at . length- read -your pro-
mifed publication,: though 1 was for fome
time .prevented by a variety of avocations,
from' indulging myfelf in that pleafure, for
which- I fo eagerly wiflied.. And, as .I. had
not been before deceived in my expeélation,

of
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of feeing “fome anfwer from you; {o like.
.wife T am ‘not now in the:leaft difdppoint-
ed, in finding it to be, fuch an -anfwer, -as
at 1s. For, exaftly the fame -obfervation,
which -fupplied me with the grounds of pro-
bability for the one; equally furniflied' 'me
" with the means of conjefturing, whdt would

‘be the materials, and texture of the -other.

¢ -
Ll

But, impatient however as 1 was to'ex-
‘amine the work itfelf; my attention was
for fome time unwillingly detained, ‘in’ the
contemplation -of the wmotioss which -adorn

" the title-page. For I have been-totally-at
a lofs to conceive, what -could deﬁEiy be
your intention, purport, oridefign; in :bla-
zoning the front of your pamphlet Awith
thofe fentences. The molt proper ‘motive,
“which, I conceive, can prompt awriter tb
prefix a motto to a work; 1s, to :-induce

‘his readers to embrace the {entiments which
he holds, by fhowing, that they -are- like-
wilc the opinions of another, to whom, from

A 2 a
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a juftly acquired authority, more deference
1s due, than to the author himfelf. But
~ this motive appcars to me, to .be totally
inapplicable to the’ prefent cafe. Becaule,
‘the mottos were taken from Mr. Burke’s
own “ Reflettions,” which it was your pro-
fefled defign to refute; and confequently -
therefore to prove them to be fo far from
having any claim to deference, that they
were not even entitled to any one’s aflent.
But, with this defign iIn wview, to quote
Mr. Burke as an Oracle, from whofe {en-
‘tence there was no appeal; {eems to me
to be as-unaccountable a conduft, as his
would be, who, after- having boafted of his
kill and courage, and even challenged ano-
ther to a duel, fhould, at the very moment,
he was accoutred for the combat, inftantly
confefs the invincible powers of his anta-
gonift, {eize his adve;fary’é {word, and hy
plunging 1t into his own breaft, commit a

defperate att of {uicide.

What
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What then Sir, could poffibly -be your
intention, in quoting thefe fentences, or
axioms from Mr. Burke, appears to me
to be totally inexplicable, upon .any prin-
ciples of reafon, and found fenfe. To evince,
that this declaration neither contains an af-
fertion deftitute of proof, nor implies a
cenfure unfupported by juftice, permit me,
to tranfcribe the mottos.

« Eloquence may exift without a proporiion-
“ able degree of wifdom.”
. B

“ Steady independent minds, when they have
“an objelt of fo [erious a concern lo tman-
«“ kind as GOVERNMENT, under their con-
“ templation, will difdain to affume the pari
“of Satirists and DECLAIMERS.”

As io,the latter motto, it 1s I muflt con-
fefs, the very laft, which I fhould have
conceived, prudence would have {fuffered

you to have chofen. For it can ferve no
| other
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ether purpfo{'e, than to fhow, that you ftand
felf .condemned by your own quotations ;
as every one at all converfant with your
writings, muft know, that they abound in
fatire and declamation upon the government
of your country; 1if indeed it be admitted,
that compolitions are entitled to thofe ap-
pellations, which contain grofs inve&ives

without wit, and bold aflertions without
eleg&nce.

‘As to the rirsT, that, “eloguence may
exit without a proportionable degree of wif-
dom,” this 1s certainly as true, as that Mr.
Burke poflefles one of the higheft degrees
of eloquence, which was ever the portion
of any human mind. And confequently, fuch
2 maxim coming from one fo well qualified
by his own unrivalled eloquence and confum-
mate wifdom, to form a judgement upon
this point, it muft neceflatily make a very
forcible impreffion upon the minds of others.
But then, the quotation ftill only {ferves to

promulgate
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promulgate Mr. Burke's AUTHORITY, NOT
vouRrs; the latter of which in this cafe,
required {upport, even to the demolition of
his. - Was the infertion of it then owing; to
one- of thofe -miftakes, to which you have
been {fo fubjeti, in your eruptiobzs of the
“ Hiftory of Chriflianity ” 1 beg your par-
don; I believe the ##tle, which you give to
it, is,:the Hiflory of:-the Cmmptw?zs of Chriv
s ﬂmm{y ! o

It_ may -be pollible, that in the. ‘F.Wﬁcﬁ
« zlance,” which: according to -your .ufual
praftice, you took of Mr. Burke’s- book,
you read-it THUS,  eloguente NEVER EX-
“ ysts with a proportionate degree of wifdom.”
If .this was the fa&, then indeed -you;have
quated: it with the moit fingular: propriety ;
as thinking, you condemned Mr. Burke out
of his. awn mouth. But then. your . print-

r, by corretling. the miftake in the wnrds
of the fentence, has moﬁ unfortunately ob—
literated all meaning. from; it’s - application.

. 2+ P =

it r er
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Or, did the miftake arife, not from any
imperfeétion in your sicuT, but from the
much greater misfortune, of a cataratt form-
ing upon your REasoN ? Did you conclude,
that if, eloquence »avy exift without a pro-
portionable degree of knowledge, it necef-
{arily must do fo in Mr. Burke? Now
though this can never be admitted as a
legitimate deduétion, ull every juft princi-
ple of logic be firlt deliroyeq, yet even art
affent to this inference, would neither di-
minifh Mr. Burke’s authority, nor increafe
yours.- For even firip him of all his elo-
quence, which kills at every firoke, and
leave him. only his wildom; he would il
be but like Pallas robbed of her f{pear,
but whofe Agis alone will firike her op-
ponents dumb in confufion, horror, and
diimay.* But

£ Mr. Burke will I hope excufe me 1f I make
an exception, in refpeét to the impeachment of
Mr. Haftings, where he feems to have dipped the
point of his fpear in venom, and to have thrown

away his fhield.
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- But -perhaps, ‘as’ none of the f{uppofitions
which I haveé already! made; ‘can {furnifh
even-afhadow of a reafon for your adoption
of: this .firft motto ; 'there may ftill: be. ano-
ther inference, .which' . you may: have de-
duced from -it,” which . may appear to you;
to:.evince the much: greater . deference: diié
to the authority.of 'your name, than to that
of ‘Mr. :Burke.! For,:as it is allowed,: that
eloquence may ExisT without a proprotion-
able degree of wildom, you may perhaps
therefore conclude, 'that in that imind; in
which,. No ELOQUENCE EX1isTS; there mMusT
BE‘the-HIGHEST DEGREE of wispom. And
indeed, if this- did ‘not. happen to -be 'an
inference,. .which.va- Tyro: in..the::Soph’s
Schools. 'at- Cambridge,: would laugh. at 'as
a -deduttion. from fuch premifes, .(no. won-
der. therefore you . lament in your. letters,
that the youth of your perfuafion are not
admittéd: into our. Univerfities) it would un-
.doubtedly, ‘hold forth to you, the' palm of
{uperiority, and the garland: of vittory. For

B ., though
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though it muft be confefled, that numbers
can not forbear to lament, that your wri-
tings are much too barren in argument, too
fertile in invettive, and too copious in af-
fertion,—it muit. likewife be acknowledged,
that no one was ever daring enough, to
have the injuftice to accufe you, of exhi-
biting in them at any time, even the faint-
et glimmer, of the dimmeft ray of zLro-
QUENCE. -

What renders this laft conjefture of mine,
the more probable, i1s, that this dedutlion
which I now {uppole you to have made,
appears to be not only a current opinion, but
even an univerfally received axiom amongft
all thofe living authors, who are either ho-
noured with encomiums from your pen,

or who offer up incenfe at your fhrine.

It was indeed formerly {uppofed, that

an uNioxn, of the faculues of mEMORY,

IMAGINATION, WIT, JUDGEMENT,

B@L REASONING,
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REASONING, SAGACITY, INTELI;EC’f‘,' and
of i1NvENTION,  long employed in deep
thinking and profound inveftigation, could
alone qualify any one to become a writer;
and that as every man’s {malleft pretence
to literary reputation, muft be founded upon
fome participation of thefe qualities,; {o, the
refpetlive degrees in fame, to which dif-
ferent individuals were entitled, muft be
eftimated, by the various rays, into which
their genius could be :refolved, when dil-
entangled from the almoft infinite variety
of modes of combination, in which thofe
rays are capable of being blended.

Upon thefe principles it is, that Homer and
VircirL, DEmMosTHENES and Cicero, So-
CRATES, PLATO, and ARISTOTLE, SHAKE=
spEAR and Mivrton, Bacon and Berk-
Ly, NewToN and Locke, muft be ele-
vated to the higheft feats in the temple of
fame.

b 2 But,

1
!
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But, the great riserarLiTy of SENTI-
LEEN"I‘, of the prefent age, of which, we
hear from you, ard other writers, fuch
frequent and juft encomiums, has, - very
kindly difpenfed with the neceflity, of fet-
ting forth a title to genius, by means, which
demand  fo much labour from the claim-
ants, and- require fo .much nice difcrimi-
nation in the judges. For, the prelent en-
lightened age; jultly fo denominated as every
fchool boy knows .upon claflical authority,
(as, Lucus a non lucendo, ) ‘have found, {fome
nearer, though crooked and {ubterraneous
paths to the temple of fame. By. pafling
along thefe, and by frequent and importu-
nate- applications at the doors of {fome of
the lower offices of the fane, they gain free
admittance, ana are {oon led up by a fe-
cret alcent into the moft {pacious - and
{plendid apartments of the place. Whilft
they, who by the plain and d:ireft -path ap-
proach the central door, which always {tands
open, and enter without courting the por-

ter,
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ter, :are' obliged: to remain:crouded im -the
narrow .entries and paflages of the edifice.
But no: {fooner has Death with Time :affert-
ed their cla{'ms,-.than* the latter, by : their
®therial nature mount aloft; and -are then
venerated. as the guides, the guardians, :and
enlighteners, of mankind. Whilft the putrid
carcafes of the former, aré thrown out in
{cornful filence, to be- devoured -by: the
fowls: of . the air, and ;the beafts: of' the
field, unlefs fome future: author, . fhould
from mere .pity and .compallion, afterwards
gather their {cattered limbs together ;—place
them .in the niches of fome future Biogra-
phia Britannica,—and embalm them,—with
all the gums and unguents,—which belmear
the bodies of Egyptian ‘Kings.

This 1s- one of the happy improvements,
which we.owe, to the flood of light, pour-
ed 1in upon us, in-modern times. So that even
you Sir, who, are now upon thefe princi-
ples, upborn. upon the ftrongefll’ waxened

wings
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wings of modern fame, and who, if we
believe your own writings, are much wiler

than the Apoftles; even you, need never
to be in fear, left you fhould be rebuked

with the cenfure that the apoftle Paul was,
that * much learning has made you mad.”

But, were there indeed another GREY
to appear, who had with much application
fo firengthened, and cultivated his native
vigour, as with eale to vault upon the
back of Pegafus, and could turn and ma-
nage him as he plealed; uE would be
hooted at by the majority, and miftaken for
a Centaur. Or, were another BERKELEY
to arife, and pour forth the fireams which
he had imbibed from the very depth of
the Pierian Spring, too refined for the tafte,
and too fubtle for the palate of modern

times; his genius, would with all the de-
licacy of modern wit be ridiculed; and
his infpirations be f{tigmatized, and con-
demned, as the intoxicating fumes of the

inipiring
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infpiring Bacchus, or as the frantic ravmgs
of the Pythlan Prieftefs.

Though the difcovery, which I have al-
ready related, be certainly the brighteft
which has been made by the moderns, yet
it muft not be concedled, that there is
another, which indeed . followed from it as
a. confequence; and which truly if not

quite fo ingenious, is at leaft equally ,ufe-
ful. -

1.
]

For it has been found; that the'world "is
at prefent f{o faturated with knowledgéi and
wildom, that Boox-wriTinG is,no. longer
therefore of any value; -and it.*hgis . there-
fore been ingenioufly refolved. to {ubflitute,
n 1t’s place,—Book-makine.: Nothing cer-
tainly can redound more to the honour of
the hAumanily of the prefent times,, than
this refolution of faving all expence.. of
thought; and. confequently. all : the fatigue
of mind, and maceration of the body, which

{o
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fo much harrafled the antients. For by
this admirable difcovery, " every one now
who can but read, 1s rendered qualified at
once, to become a critic, and an author.

. In the {cience of Book-mMaxking, there
are  however certainly two degrees, which
are- often confounded by the vulgar.: For,
the fame teims of commendation, viz. of
ingenuity, and . of learning, are often indif:
criminately beftowed upon both; not a doubt
being entertained whether thofe terms, arc
with ]uftlce apphcable to either. The one
fpecies, {o little:requires the ufe of a’ pen;
that any one -who was nevereven taught
to write, may rife in it, to the very apex
of fame. A’ ftrong inftrument of- iron, whe--
thet fathioned- into the form of a kmfe or
of fciffars, if it bé but able to cut the
works -of other writers In pleces “and- fomé
flour -and water, condenfed into pa{te firm
enough to join together again ‘the * dzsje&’z

““ Membra Poetw, » are-all the acquifitions
' which
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which are requifite for any-one, who would
reach the higheft excellence in this . branch
of the art. The other, it muft be con-
fefled, demands from it’s. cultivators, alittle
more labour. ' For in this cafe, the perfon
who ' would impart foed to others, muft
firft- fwallow it himfelf; and then, before
it' has at_all coniributed to’ his own nu-
trition, he muft with fomie pains and ftrug-
gles difgorge it, and arrange it in fome
decent order, {o that 'the heterogenéous
morfels may not offend the ﬁbmachs' of
his guefts. Or, perhaps, this latter fpecies
of Boox-MAKING, may with mote decorum
ber_ ‘conipared, to thofe rpaﬁeboards which
ar€ invented for the ufe of chi_ldi‘(f:n,h and
are ‘called geographical diffected maps. Thefe,
whilft they are fhut up in their boxes, are
a mere * rudis indigeflaque Moles,” exattly
refembhng the juxta POﬁthl] of the ideas
of a book-maker, while depoﬁted in hls meé-
mory_, but both ‘which, the moft wnorant
may by a very ﬂlght operation, and con-

C . fequently
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fequently one very eafily learned, without
knowing any thing of the boundaries and
relations of countries in the one, or of the
- conneftion between the {ciences in the other,
arrange in fuch. order, as to teach fome-
thing  at leaft by this mechanic procels;
which, the weaknefs of the learners intel-
lefts, would be incapable of acquiring, by
a {cientific progreflion.

I truft Si‘r that vou, do not conceive
-me to be at all wandermg from the partl-
cular fubje@ of my addrefs, by this fhort,
but juft account of the difcoveries of mo-
dern authors; as it has certamly the clof-
eft conneftion with your Letters to Mr.
Burke® He being a writer entitled to fame,

| only

=By modern Authors, I hope it will be un-
derfiood, I mean only, certain writers in the South-
ern parts of this Ifle. For, in the more Northern,
the Authors when they err, err ingeniouﬂ):r; thli
continuing to habituaie themfelves to much deep

thinking;
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only upon the old exploded claim of the anti-
ents. Whillt you, Sir, are at -once the
great difcoverer, and grand exemplar of the
much more illuftrious ‘modification of the
claim, by the moderns. You ftanding in-
difputably "the firft in fame amongﬂ: the
prefent ‘clafs of writers, which I have been
laft defcribing; not only for the excellence,
but likewife, without even exceptihig :Dr.
Hill of famous memory, - for the rﬁu]tipli-
city, and multifarioulnefs of your works.

But fhould you perchance at prei’eni:, de-
ny that there is any connethion, .betw-een
this delineation and the f{ubjeét of your
letters, I do not delpair in my progrefs, to
make even you for once confefs, that you
are miftaken ; notwithftanding your conftant
habit of congratulating yourfelf upon a vic-

C 2 tory,

thinking; they have as yet exhibited, but few- traits
of their neighbours wonderful improvements, in the

craft, art, trade, and myltery of BOOK-MAKINGE,.
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tory, and of ordering your f{ollowers to
fing Io Pean, when all the reft of the
world are witnefles of your defeat.* I am
perfuaded the film will foon be fo entirely
removed from before your eyes, that you
- will fee, “ Luce elarius,” that the forego-
ing obfervations, not only form a proper
introdufion to an examination of your let-
ters, but that the examination itfelf, will
likewife illufirate, and confirm the obfer-
vations. Both of them, by their mutual
attrattion, giving durability to each others
cohefion, and adding {olidity to each others
welght.

Before, however, I conclude this letter,
it may not perhaps be unneceflary to ob-
viate a charge, with which, 1 may very
probably be arraigned in my account of

the

% See the Controverfy between the Biﬂwp of
St. David, and Dr, Prieftley. |



( 21 )

the genius, and invention, of the prefent times.
To have:pafled by unnoticed, the purfuits
of ELECTRICITY, and CHEMISTRY, which
not only fo much occupy the attention of
the prefent age, but which; it 1s conceived,
will entitle it to the higheft celebrity in

future times, it will perhaps be faid, could
only arife either from the groffeft- igno-

rance, or the moft flagrant injuftice. -But
I can moft folemnly aflure fuch. accufers,
that no- one, 1s more ready than I-am,
to beftow on fuch refearches, all the praife
which is due to them; and:that no one
would more -rejoice than I fhould, to fee
them fo far purfued, that from the col-
leCtion of a multitude of particular faéls,
fuch principles fhall be educed, as will
fupply firm  foundations, for the ereflion of
thofe fafhionable ftudies, into fabrics of fei-
ence. Though I cannot however forbear at
the fame time, moft fincerely to lament,
that other {ciencés have hitherto received
much injury from the prefent fond predi-

lettion,
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leGtion, and warm partiality in favour of
thofe purfuits. For, whillt their almoft bi-
gotted admirers, have had; not the work of
Architelds, but only as it were of ZLabour-
ers to perform, having had more call for
the ufe of their hands and eyes, than of
their reasox and 1NTELLECT, Yyet the
fame which has been beftowed upon them

by the kind indulgence of a partial public,
has fo inflated them with the conceit of

their own merit, greatnefs, and 1mportance,
as to make them think themfelves entitled
to dogmatize upon far different fubjeéls,
which are founded upon a very different
fpecies of knowledge, than what they have
really acquired; and requires the employ-
ment of very different faculties, from thole,
which they were wont to exercile. This
falfe conceit however, it muft be confefled,
ought not to be confidered as the peculiar
chara@leriftic of this age and country. For
though now BEerkELEY Is gone, we fhall
fearch in vain for another Plalo, yet even

n
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in this divine Philofopher’s time, we find,
that the fame partiality for experiments
upon fenfible objefls, had occafioned the
{ame delirium at Athens, as it has {ince pro-

duced in England. For, mE-tells us, there
were even then, soME MEN, who FAN-
ciep themielves to: be PuirLosorHERs,
 who would not believe, THAT could be ANY-
“ THING, which they could not GrAsp wilk
“ their uANDs, and who would not lLfien fo

“ g Philofopher, who [poke to them of ANY-

“ rHING, which was NoT. BODY.” ¥

I am, Sir,

Yours, &c.

-# See Plato in Sophifta, and Prieftley’s Difqui-
fition on Matters and Spirit, &c. -

ERRATUM~wPage 10, laflt L. after fmagination, add TasTE.

LETTER
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L'E T T E R 1L
.. Sir,

HOUGH I am {o unfortunate, as to

~- __ entertain an opinion, that your _firft,
and fecond Letter, refemble batteries, which
are fo feeble in their conftruftion, and {o
ill fupplied with ammunition, that an ad-
verfary may fafely pafs them by, regardleis
of every annoyance, they can poffibly give
to his forces in their march,—I truft -to
your good naiure; and mecknefs for pardon.
For, if I fhould boldly ‘advance with. my
troops, at once to attack your principal forts,
there to encounter your utmofit ftrength, and
fhould mifcarry in my defign; mine, would
be, the defeat, and fhame; yours, the
triumph,
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tFitimph, and glory Should I. however
fucceed, I fhall’ perhaps return, and ’then
demiolifh “ thofe batteries:: wlft:h for thetr
weaknéfs;” I before ‘neglefted; -and if 1
am ‘right in my fift ‘conjefure, 1 fhall, ¥
think, --find, ‘that  mére firing off for*rie'”of,'
their: gims, will caufe them to ‘tumble mtc

pieces,--even by - the mere force of the
recoil. B

QnEof ybui' PRINCGIPAL F’oﬁ‘-ts ‘which by
flanding firft; is moft promment to the: fight,
is' called, “ Tut NATURE OF GOVERN-
“ MENT, OR THE RicuTs oF MEN AND oF

“Kings.” Now the forces, which you have
brought together s the Jole fupport Upon
which-you' rely for it’s defence ; feem to be,
the mmoft extraordmary, thit" any one who
vaints ‘ himfelf. upon” ‘his' dbilifies, as 2’ ge-

fiefal; “Could poﬂibly ‘have fele&ed ‘Anhd

éveént fill~ mare‘ exr.raordlnary is - it," that
~of all meh,you, in: parucular ihould “Have
ghofen" thém, - who “pride" yourfelf : upon-dl-

gy, b D ways
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ways carrying on your golemics, under the bans
ner .of rReasox.. For, it ds, by that power’s
peculiar predilettion for you, the “fupplies
which -it lends to you .alone, and it's pa-
noply with which 1t has _a:!ways_- covered -you,
that you boaft, you have. become vitlorious
in .all your -eﬁgagements,r and have- tram-
pled underfoot,—Infidels,—Jews,—Chritians,
—Bifhops,—and Apoitles.

-But,- it. is now. time. ,perhaés,"--,tq drop
all metaphor; and. quote ;the ‘plain lan-
guage (for {o it is .in this platze) of . your
Pamphlet N S TR ST R |
" You Begin, with telling Mr. Burke; that,
“ confidering how  much - has ‘been- written
““ on the fub_]e& of government ﬁnce the
« than any thmg- i(_‘,'OI'ltiI'Ibl_.ltEd to.- 0per_1 thg
“*eyes of. En gliﬂ:lmen,-nw._i_th._ﬁ -re_fp ett :to. the
‘f_truez principles - of it,, it -1s ..not a :little
* extraordinary -that - é.ny . man - of ", reading

- - ' | : ' « and

_y o N
¢ = -
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“.and . ?qﬂe&wn as he is;  fhould: depart
« from them fo much -as- he has- ‘done:*”

i . The bnl‘y obfervation;; which I fhall make
upon this paflage -at- prefent, - is,” that the
mfertmg of .the -word * Rgﬂeb'tzon wlnch it
¢ontains; feems to have arifen from-a:mere
{lip of your pen. For, we muft: necefla-
rily infer, only from "the next paragraph
but ‘one; -that you do ot think it £x-
traordinary, that Mr. Burke, fhould have
deviated' from thofe ‘principles,- by the aid
of * Refleftion;” but; that as this was in
reality, the caufe of his departure: from
them: - that he .1s: in your opinion, for
that very reafon, deferving of cenfure,—
becaufe he did 7eflect upon them, and not
take them for granmted; as yoi think, he
ought to have done. B

For, after laying down what you fuppofe
to be the fundamental principle of govern-
ment, according to Lord Somers, Mr. Locke;

i | D2 p and
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and Bifhop Hoadley, you fay, (addre{ﬁng
yourlelf to Mr. Burke.)

. “You, Sir, do not direétly, and in fo
“many words deny- thele great‘ principles
““of all government, or the general con-
“ clufion drawn _frem them. In fatt, you
““ admit them <//-when you allow, page 87,
“that civil fociety-is made. for the advantage
« of man.” * But you advance what 1s re-
“ally inconfiltent with thele leading prin-
“ciples, and you would e up our hands.
“from making any effedlually ufe of them.
“You {feem to have forgotten, what you
“muft have formerly learned; but - s
““to0 late for us fo go ‘o [chool again, and
““ relearn the firfl elements of political fcience.
“ What our predeceffors took great pains to
““ PROVE, we Tow Tecelve as AxIoms, and.
“ \WWITHOUT HESITATION ACT upon them.”

Now, however dividled men may be in
. their {entiments upon this Paragrapb, 1n
refpect
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refpefl to it’s truth, fo far as it ‘contain
a charge againft .Mr. Burke, and the -rea-
{fons upon' which,” you havé grounded’ it;
yet I .doubt not, but they ‘'will be as -una-
ninwoully.” free  from “hefitation, in Zm_!z'e'c)ing
this ‘laft' declaration,  of < yours, refpefting
- yourfelf. and your friends, és‘you, and any
of them can poffibly be in making and
afling, in the firiCtelt conformity with it.

In referéence to Mr. Burke; this Para-
graph’ certamly, upon firlt  looking: through
““ ;t,” appears to accufe him only -of for-
getfulnefs of thofe principles; which you
fuppofe him to have forfaken. But-if, to
our looking, wé add the {lighteft confide-
ration upon it, - we fee moft clearly, ‘that
it ‘alfo’ contains (as I juft now hmted) an
equal condemnation of . him, if upon RE-
FLECTION HE has changed thofe fentiments,
which vYovu stTiLL maintain. For, by “the
declaration of your own conduét, you' cen-
{ure that .man as unwile, who examines af

¢ terwards
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terwards, what he was taught at fchool, and
condemn it as an Impropriety in an old
man, even to pourT the truth of an opi-
nion, which, he had learned, when he was
a boy. This certainly is an idea, diame-
trically oppofite to the {entiments, and prac-
tice of the wifeft of the antients, which
likewife every {chool-boy muft have been
taught, who, has made even but 'a very
imall progrels in learning; but, which it
feems, vyou, vyourserLr with all your pre-
dile¢tion for your infant knowledge, and
cenfure, upon Mr. Burke, for his fuppofed
fatling 1n this refpeét ;—have either forgot-
ten, or difcarded.

Whether therefore, Mr. B’s dereli€tion -of
his youthful principles, have arifen from
the flerility of his prefent memory, or the
copioufnefs of his manly Refleftions, nei-
ther caufe, 1s fufficiently unufual, to excite
either wonder, or {urprife. The one, I
muft confels, from the vaft treafures, which

we
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we . fee Mr. B. continually bringing- forth
from the repofitory of his memory, does
not appear to me, to be -the real caufe,
though you have .affigned it. And the
other, . has always been efteemed, deferv-
ing - of the higheft ‘approbation; except by
Popes and Cardinals, 'ull you condemned
it. That they thould: feel a diflike to fuch
a conduéfl, we cannot wonder, becaufe there
feems to be -the moft perfeft eledfive at-
draftion, between that fentiment, and their
other religious.opinions. But that you, Sir;
fhould exprefs the {lighteft tendency to fuch
a {entiment, that you fhould embrace’ fuch
a tenet, and deliver {uch a dogma, as the
quotation from your own letter contains,
muft excite' in every one, not only :the
higheft degree of furprife, but likewife: of
aftonifhment. You, 'Sir, - whofe other prin-
ciples. and- condu&t are of {uch a Kind, -that
not ronly fuch a fentiment, can never pro-
duce: with -them, the [mallelt eflett of'a
chemical . folution, but muft- by ‘their! mu=

tual
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tual repulfion burft the containing veflel.
You, Sir, whole #theological lucubrations are
founded upon a maxim, the very reverfe
of this; I mean, the aflually unlearning, as
you advance into the winter of age, ari that

you were taught, in the feafon of.youth.

It would be .a curious {peculation to
inveftigate, and I doubt not but . noble
fruit, would be the reward .of the :labour;
were any one to difcover, from whence
has arifen this inveterate prejudice of yours,
in favour of the wrters upon government,
and your prejudice equally firong. againit
the wrters, upon the WNew. Teflament 2
What has made you, a thus open and
declared &ig0¢ to the infallibility of l.ocke,
and ftill more and more a feeplic as to
the auihoriiy of Curist, and. his- Aros-
TLEs? Surely we may apply to.you the
obfervation of Horace, “ nil fuit unquam
“tam 1mpar fib1;” for, without meaning to.
give you any offence, fuch a charatter muft.

be
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be uncommon; and whatever 1is -unconi-
mon, ufually excites our admiration.

But Sir, I can fo eafily .conceive, that
Mr. "Burke may differ from Mr, Locke’s
princi[;wles in his treatife on government,
without forgetting them, that I am utterly
unable to conceive, how they can poffibly
be ‘admitted by any one, who:has been
previoufly habituated to much thought and
deep refleftion, -before he happens to read
them, either in confequence of his own
choice, or in- obedience .to the command
of his tutor. That Mr. Locke, mult al-
ways ftand defervedly very high, in ‘the
temple of fame, it would be folly or in-
juftice to deny. But, that he was nof ar-
waAYs .clear in his firft principles, nor right
in his deduftions from them, even 1n any
of his works, and more particularly 1n thofe,
upon C1viL GOVERNMENT, may be aflert-
ed ;wifh truth, becaufe 1t 1s capable of
demonftration. And 1 muft confefs, I was

E. {carcely
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fcarcely ever more furprifed in my life,
when upon reading the ingentous  Effays,
“ (entitled) philofophical, nrftorical, and moral,”
I found the Author, I do not mean com-
bating the lively remarks of Soam Fenyns,
for they are more ludicrous, than convin-

cing; but ferioufly defending Locke’s noti-
Oons; “ THAT ALL MEN ARE BORN FREE,

and alfo “ eouar;” who at the fame time,
with fo much ingenuity of obfervation, and
force of argument, has refuted what #4e
terms, ‘“the grofs error,” and the  egregi-
“ ous blunders” of Dr. -Price.

This fuppoled natural freedom, and na-
tural equality of mankind, are the fources
from which thofe NaTurAL RIGHTs mulil
be drawn, of which we hear fo much, but
have been taught fo little; and which, when
the modern great advocates for them, are
urged- to explain,—inftead of defining,—they
content themielves with only repeating the

words
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words over again,—without giving us the
flighteft elucidation of their meaning.

Now Sir, as vou have not ventured
~'yt:zaurﬁﬂ:lf down the weLL, where, TRUTH 1s
faid to keep her refidence at the bottom,
and drawn up from thence, firff principles
for yourfelf; permit me for a time, to
take my leave of you, and to accdmpgny
Mr. . Locke, for whofe abilites, I have the
higheft refpeft, though I am not, as you
are, “addiftus jurare in verba Magifirs.”

I am, Sir,

Yours, &ec.

P. S. You will, I hope, excufe the li-
berty I have taken, in tranfpofing the or-
der, in which, the names of Locke and
HoaprEev, ftand 1n your letter. For, though

I have a great refpe€t for high rank, 1 have,
E 2 a
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a much greater veneration for fuPeriovr ge-
nius; and therefore I did not choofe, to put
as you have domne, the fcholar before the
mafter. LockE was certainly, a great geriius,
and though I am not difpofed, in imitation
of you and the Perfians, to worfhip the
fun ;~—yet, I confider the rays of Locke’s
genius, "as colletted into a focus in his
writings, imparting light to Bithop Hoadley,
~—-like, the beams of the heavenly luminary,
concentred in a convex glafs,—kindling into
a contention,—between blaze and {moke,—
lome of the mere common fiubble of the field.

LETTER
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L E T T E R I1I.
Sir,

I Muft beg leave to obferve, that from the

firt moment of my tafting Mr. Locke’s
princip.es upon government, they never ap-
pcared to me, to have by any means the
fame {lavour, with thofe which come from
the . well of truth. For when, having firft
carefully -feparated the ideas annexed, to
the words,—*“ the natural freedom and equa-

““lity of mankind,” from all the extraneous
matter mixed with them, and we have put

them into a well-clofed alembic,~—~we fhall
find the precipitation to confift, only of this
fimple, infipid, dentical propofition, as the
Logicians term it. Viz. that whlff men

live
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live 1n a flate of nature,—which is prior to
the exiftence of what we call civil govern-
ment, mens aflions are not under any of
¢hofe PorLiTicaL reftraints, nor have men
themfelves Tuose diftinfizons of ftation, which
are c¢reated, when a government is’ efta-
blifhed ;~—which is in faft, only to {ay,—that
a ftate of nature, and a flate of govern-
ment, are not one, and the fame {tate, but
different omes:—And that the former is
therefore, without all rules, laws, and re-
gulations, which exift in the latter. Cer-
tainly no ghoft was wanted to tell us this,
becaufe it is implied in the very bperi-
nitions of the Terms. But, I cannot
conceive in what other {enfe than the forego-
ing, it can be faid, that “ men are born free,”
except it be in this,—which is as little to the
purpofe,—that NATURE, or more properly
the Gop of naTurE, has endowed them with
FREE-WILL, or 2 POoWER of choofing one

thing, in preference to another. This indeed,
13
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is certainly very true, and is therefore ad-
mitted; but the fole queftion, relative to
the NATURAL FREEDOM of mankind, 1s, his
natural freedom, as to the REAL EXERCISE
of the powER of ACTING, IN CONSEQUENCE.
of suca a cHoice. And this, it 1s ma-
nifeft, is much lefs iIn a man’s power n
8 flale of mnature, than even in a flate
of fociety. And confequently his NATURAL,
ts for the moft part lefs, than his rori-
ticaL freedom. For this is the very cir-
cumftance, which from the firt exercife of
reafon, upon long continued experience,
prompts. men to unite together, and willing-
ly to {fubmit to any, even the moff bur-
denfome reflraints, which the very worft
Sfpecies of cvil govermment, can poffibly lay
upon them, as far preferable, to thofe
evils, which they endured in that ftate of
anarchy, called, a flate of nature.

For, it may, with a much nearer ap-
‘proach to truth, be faid, of almoft any

otﬁ«_er
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other amimal, that he is born to a& as he
chufes; than of aan. Man being of all
animals, that, which is, from the neceffitzes of
his nature in the greateft degree, and for
the longeft time, not merely accidentally, but
even neceffarily fubjedd to the authority,~—wull,
—and controul of it’s parents ; and:which {ub-
jeftion continues in a {tate of nature even
ftill longer, than in a ftate of. fociety.
But when he even becomes emancipated,
from that {ubjefiion, 1s he not ftill liable
to be thwarted in the indulgence of his
wifhes, and the execution of his intentions,
by every one, and therefore fubjeét to the
controul of every one, who is either ftrong-
er, more fklful, or more cunming than him-
{felf? For will any one contend, that all
men are born, and confinue equal in thefe
qualities; any more than in thofe of fia-
ture, ftraitnels and beauty ? In what }%ﬁe&
then, can we find men dorn EQuarL? And

confequently in what other {enfe, than in

the quibbling kind of fenfe. (You will be
' fo
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fo good as to remember the quibble is not
mine, but Mr.. Locke’s,) which I have be-

fore mentioned, can they be faid to be
born FREE P

Befides, 1t is not only from each fepa-
rate individual, who is fironger than him-
felf, that a man’s aftions are liable to

controul, 1n a flate of nature; but like-
wife, from every deligned, or cafual unmion

of thofe, who may eack of them, be n-
dividually WEAKER.

For pleale to look into the country,
and there {ee horfes,—cows,—fheep,~—~and

oxen,~—turned into their different paftures;
-—even amongit them, you will find fome
one, of each {pecies, at firlt trying his
firength, and afterwards becoming lord, and
mafter over the reft. If one alone how-
ever, fhould prove to be uneqﬁal to the
conqueft, you will behold then, fome of the
{tronger,—by union. with each othe'r,—-kec-p-

IF ing
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ing the weaker at a diftance,—and forcing
them tc be content,~with -the very worft
pafture in the field, whilt the tyrants feed
where they pleale, and monopolize to them-
felves, the beft and {weetelt of the grafs.
Take a view of them {ome time after-

wards,—when they have gorged themfelves
to the full, in the favourite f{pot,—and
fpoiled what they have not eaten,—you
will then fee them driving away the others
from the place, where they had before
permitted them to graze,—and for a time,
will take pofleflion of it for themfelves.
Juft fo, turn out men alfo, uPon- the great
coamaon of nature, 1. e. conceive them
to be placed in a flate of nature, and in
what, will confit the difference of their
condu&t, from that of other animals? In
nothing but this,—that in proportion,—as
they have a greater ability, to contrive
various means of gratifying their paflions,
—proud, covetous, and domineering -over
their fpecies, as other animals 'ma:y be ;

MEN
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MEN WiLL BE~Tf{ll morE haughty—-
MORE avariclous,~~and MORE tyrannical;

Totally unacquainted therefore, with the
EIR3T PRINCIPLES oOf ‘covERNMENT,. do
all thofe appear to me to. be, who fup-
pole it to be .founded upon- the: marpr~
nEss, arifing from this' NaTURAL freedom,,
and ~NaTurRaL equaliy: of mankind; if any:
can -be guilty of fuch an abufe of words,
asi fo. to call them. Confequently therefore
moft egregioufly miftaken’ muft they be,
who in the moft crab-like, and retrograde
procedure, are continually’ meafuring. back,
the RELATIVE pERFECTION Of each govern~
ment; by the degrees of it’s approxi-
mation, to man’s Imagined ORIGINAL
FREEDOM, and EQUALITY In- a- flale of
naLure.

~h

Where then are we to find, that root
of NATURAL . RicHTs, from which, we
have been told, the' trunk and branches

| of
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of all good governments, muft originally

derive, their fturdy vigour, and umbrage-
ous fhade.

Perhaps it will be urged, in defence of
Mr. Locke; for you are not fingular In
preferring the authorily of a name, to the
force of an argument ;—that though 1t may be
granted,—that f{uch is the turbulence, and
violence of a flate of nature, that in 1t
man cannot be faid to be born indeed, to
the afual exercife of freedom; yet never-
thelefs, he may be truly faid, to be born

with a RricuaT to freedom of attion, 1In
confequence of his free-will.

But, this, 1s only the fame as to fay, in
other words, that all men have a RicHT
upon all occafions, when they choofe it
to do wrong,—though, all men when they
choofe i, have a RicuT to prevent it.
ror, if every man has a right to every
thing he cuooses, then it follows, that

every
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every'man bas a right to hurt, or kill every
man, when he choofes; though every man
choofing not to be hurt, or ikilled; has an
equal right to refift. If this be not non-
sENSE, -1 muft confefs, I know not, wraAT

1s. So that at laft, all this cloud of
duft, which has been raifed by’ the pulfing

advocates, for the NATURAL RIGHTS OF

mEN, fettles into. this identice! propofition,
only that man in a ftate of nature, can do
a thing, when he has a power fo do it:

or that when he is not controuled, he is
free to aél.

For, fuppofe a man in a f{tate of na-
ture, fhould attempt to perform an attion,

which, a fironger man than he, roreiIDs
him to do, upon pain of lofing his life;
—what L Aw,—what AUTHORITY,~—What
RULE,—what ' PRESCRIPTION,—What PER-
misstoN, can the weaker plead, for doing
it?  If, for inftance, as he is about to
carry home the animal, which he himfelf

had
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had killed in the chace; another who is.
ftronger, and has been hunting with- him,.
chufes to take it from him, what pLeEa of
RiGHT can-the former ufe? -If he fhould
urge, that he 1s hungry, the latter- may:
ufe exafily the fame plea. If the one plead:
his labour, and danger in going out in
purfuit of it; the other may plead; his;
equal labour and danger in both- thefe
circumitances. If the one, plead his ricHT:
to it, from krrrinc it; the other may
with juft as much realon, claim it on the.
plea, of his vicTtory, In TARING 1t from
him. For, if, he who killed it, urge as a
plea, that it Is- his prorErRTY, becaule he
killed 1t ; then, this aflertion 1s either ab-
furd, or muit imply fome convENTION;
and conféquently, fome species of co-
VERNMENT amonglt certain- perfons; who,
have agreed to fuffer every one to enjoy
unmolefled, the prey, which ke himfelf has
killed. ¥or without fuch a conveniion, NO
prRoOPERTY can poffibly exift; -and confe-

quently
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quently therefore no =®ricuT, 'previous to
fome league or covenant between men,
which -fome have agreed to adhere to, and
to fupport, by fome common rorck, againit
any infringement ;—which -union conftitutes
a {pecies of government. From nature then,
men may have PosSEsSSIONs; but 1t is
from covERNMENT alone, they can derive
their cLAIM to them,—as RISHTS.

I too well know alreédy, and I fear

I fhall experience it yet more fully, how
extremely dithcunlt, it is fo far to over-
come mMens PREPOSSESSIONS, much more,
to .conquer their erEjUDICES, fo as to
make them, accurately, and clearly to dif-
cern, the crounps and pPrincirLES of
this realoning; becaule, from infancy they
learn, to conceive the praflices, and prin-
~ ¢iples, which are moft common 1n a ftate of
government, and f{ociety, to have univer-
{ally exifted, previous to that ftate. Few,
very few, being difpofed to give them-
felves
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felves the trouble of labouring up to the
fources of that NiLe, from which, fuch
rules and praétifes {pring. Though even, a
poet, I mean, Horace, in his third faiire,
might with the aid of a little of their own
reflettion, have taught them better. The
paflfage begins, “ quum prorepferunt primis
“ animalia terrts.” The whole 1s too long
to tranfcribe, and I fhall therefore refer
you for the remainder, either to the book,

or to your own me€mory.

From thefe premiles, then, it necefla-
rily follows; that before, we can with any
PROPRIETY, TALK of RIGHTs; we muft
firft {uppofe, fome crLEArR and DEFINITE
ruLe of attion; by lome means, or other,

to exist. For, we can no more fay,
that agny aft is RIGHT, or WRONG, with-

out the exiftence of 2 rure of conpucT,
with which we can comparg it: than we
can fay, a thing is STRAIT OF CROOKED,

without MEasuriNne 1it, by fome LINE,
either
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gither fenfible, or imaginary. But in &
MERE STATE of NATURrRE, who has autho-
rity to lay down a rule; by an adherence
to which, or aberration from: it, MEN’S
ACTIONS are to be denominated, either

nicHT, Or WRoNG ? The mere fuppofition
of the exiftence of fuch an authority; is

totally irreconcileable with, contradiflory,
and oppofite to the very ideas, which are

comprehended, under the words,—“ Ao staTr
““OF NATURE.

For, where, {uch an authorzty is; there
likewife fome government is; .and, 1if, this
authority be in a fingle man, whether it
be wvefted in him by others, or ufurped
by himfelf, sE 15 2 Mmonarcu. If.it be
maintained, that though there may be no av-
THORITY, to command obedience to them,
yet, suca RULEs may be eftablifhed by
MUTUAL AGREEMENT. We may anfwer,
what does it avail, to lay down a rule,
©r rales of condutt, which, no man, is

G COMPELLABLE
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COMPELLABLE to OBEY; becaufe, no man”
has power to enforce them. For, if you
go on further, and {uppofe; that they
may, by a mutual compa@l, determine to
PUNISH any, who tranfgrels the rules, to
which they have agreed; you once more
return to a fuppofition, ablolutely repug-
nant, to the very idea of a flate of nature;
as this, hikewife {uppoles a government to
exift ; the fpecies of which, is wholly po-
pular, or in fome mealure, partaking of
the republican, oligarchical, or ariitocrati-

cal forms.

What therefore, in 2 sTATE ©F NATURE,
can poilibly give the impulle to men’s ac-
tions, (the lawful authority of the parent,
and  accidental  compulfion of another ex-
cepted) but the rirsT pRINCIPLES Of our
nature; our nflinds, appetites, defires, paf-
Jions;  and the conclufions of our reafon, as
to the ckace, of the refpeftive indulgence
of them, in any particular cafe? For the

{fake
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fake of the rEcTiTUDE, Of Wwhat RULE,
then, can men by any morive be indu-
ced, to Foreco, their own indulgence in
any .defire they can gratify; though they
fhould even take from another, an objelt
of gratification; which had ‘been ever. fo
long in his poﬁéiﬁun?

If fuch, be the natural, and- equal free-
dom of all mankind; 1t is abfurd, to talk
of #ights, 1n fuch a flate; becaule, 1t is
only a ftate of [licence, to every man, to
do hurt to every man, where, his power

can f{econd his nclination.

But, you Sir, and fome others, will per-
haps readily fay, that the queftion 1. have
alked, in the foregoing paragraph, is furely -
very ealily refolved: even, without .the
neceflity of {uppofing the exiftence of anvy
rRULE, to dirett men, but merely, by that
very rFacurLTy of Reason; which I do
not deny, but even have admitted to exift,

in fuch a {tate.
" G 2 I
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¥ am f{orry however, to fay, that fuch
an anfwer, would betray a total ignorance,
of the mecning of the prinNciPAL TERM,
which it contains. For, one would think,
as it is here employed, and as indeed, we
hear, and {ee numbers, every day, apply-
ing it; that REASON was a weapon be-
ftowed upon us, by which, we can, at
any time fubdue the inflin€ls, defires, in-
clinations, and paflions of our nature; like
a club, in the hand of a favage; by
which, he may knock down, the beafts of
the foreft. Whereas in truth, the power
of reasox, as it relates to our conduft,
is nothing elfe, but that racurTy, with
which, nature has endowed us, to con-
PARE the feveral modes of pleafure,-and
pain, with each other, which inﬁi‘gate'- us
to aftion; and, fo to enable us, to difcern,
from memory of our paft experience, which
mode in every inftance, furpafles the reft;
or how each of which, exceeds the other,

M DURATIAGN, and INTENSITY, COMBI-

NED,
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wep. When, we make this comparifon, then,
we are faid to reafon; and, if we choole,
~ the acquifition of that pleafure, or the
avoidance of that pain, which upon fuch
an eftimate, is, the greateft; we are faid
to have made a raizonal choice; or, to .aft
rationally. But, whilft men then, have only
their inftinéls, appetites, and paflions, to
urge them on to attion; when no moral
Jetence exifts; © when no law, nor rule of
aflion 1s. inftituted, for the direttion of
man’s condutt ;—RrEAasoN is of =m0 ufe to
man, -but, to enable him, to choofe out
of thofe inflinéls, appetites, and paffions, that,
to -which'in any particular cafe, he fhould
give the preference to follow; RrREason
being furnithed (in the cale {uppofed) only
with the - objeéts of -thole inftinéls, . &c.
out of which, it can dire® the will to
choole.

Thus for -inflance, 2 -man may indeed,
be fometimes reftrained, from- -farcibly feiz-

ng
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mg fomething in the pofleliion of another,
by dread of the fuperior ftrength of the in-
dividual, at the moment of an open -attack;
or deterred, from privately taking it away,
by fear of a {peedy or a lingering rE-
VENGE. FYor, a STATE OF NATURE, IS
only a coxTiNUED fcene of coNTENTION,

from opPPOSING PASSIONS.

. But then, thongh he may certainly here,
very properly be faid to reafon; yet, what
conflizutes bis reafoming, but, the making a
comparifon between the defired good, and
the apprehended evil? And, what refults
from his reafoning in this cale, or is the
conclufion of realon, in refpeft to his con-
dutt in this particular inftance? Nothing
but this,—that the aflion is better avoided,
—becaufe, the probability of his incurring
pain by {uch an aflion, is greater, than-
the probability of the acquiﬁ‘tion of plea-
fure: or, that the 7 of fuffering the
one, is a greater -evil, than the chance of

enjoying the other, 1s a good,
Will
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Will you then, Sir, who are not only
the difciple of Mr. Locke upon 'gov.em-
ment, but have profeflled to receive His
OPINIONS as AXIOMs, maintain the Ex-
1sTENCE of certain “ INNATE MORAL
PRACTICAL PRINCIPLEs! You may per-
haps, advance fo far, in defence of that
{uppofition, and certainly with as much
confiflency as Mr. Locke has gone, as to
{ay,—becaufe, we has faid 1t;— that w~o
“mAN, has a rRicHT over the LIFE or
“ LiseRTY of another, or to hurt him in
“ any refpe&t whatfoever, unlefs, that other,

* has done soME HURT to him.”

Thele words, to be [ure 1in- themlielves,
are no bad founding words; but WHAT Is
their Mmeaning? Unlefs you can {how,
that the man himfelf, has a riguT to his
LirE and LiserTty in a ftate, where, no
LAWS for GOVERNING oOur PASSIONS €X-
it ? For ’otherwife, they contain only this
cdentical propofition; that the one man has

certainly
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certainly ~0 RicuT to take them away,
becaufe,—x~xo0 rRicur of ANY KIND WHAT-
"SOEVER, EXIsTS. But 1t 1s as certain,
therefore, that the other upon this ground,
.can PLEAD NO RIGHT to KEEP them, and
confequently, that- though the other, infliéls
pain, he does NO WRONG IN TAKING

THEJM AWAY.

But, even to make out the proor of
this R1crT, on the one part, and the
wroxG on the other, you perbhaps may
think to be a moft ealy tafk. For, fo
early, was fuch a notion, inflilled into us
at firfl, and {fo continually has it been
inculcated into us ever fince, that I doubt
not, but many, who do not deem 1t to be
an innate notion, think it to be a f{elf-
evident propofition. You will probably there-
fore, think it {ufficient to fay, that a man’s
LirE and LIBERTY are HIS RIGHTS,~—
becaufe they are m1s;—they are H1s own;
—théy are H1§ PROPERTY ;=—he Is In Pos-

SESSIGN
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sessioN of them ;—they can not be. ta-
xex from him wiTHouT FoRrcEk ;—becaufe,
NATURE has civin them to him, and a
thouland fuch expreflions, with which we
find the advocates for the natural rights of
men adorned ; ftrung together like the bead-
ed ornaments of favages, which; like them
too, have only an accidental junétion, but

no natural coherence.

For, Sir, the queftion ftill returns, where,
is the iniermediate propofition, or definition,
which ‘makes RricuT and rossessionN In
this cafe, fynonimous terms. NaTUurEe has
given trees, and itones, pofleflion, of .fome
part of the ground; -but is a man guilty
of any violation of the ricuTs of thofe
objetts, when he cuts down a tree, or, for-

ces a flone to afcend, contrary to s nature,
anto the air.

But thefe, perhaps you will fay, are
cafcs totally diffimilar, becaufe there is no

H PAIN
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»aiN produced, in depriving the latter, of
what nature gave them; as there is in the
former cale {uppofed. True Sir. Why {up-
pole then, that a man in a flate of nature,
fces an horfe, or a deer, or both, run-
ning wild; and by {ome {tratagem he catch-
es them: he certainly immediately deprives
them both of their liberty. Suppofe then
further, that he kecps the one as his flave,
—to lighten his own labour, or,—to give
him plealure; and that he kills the other for
tood,—to gratify his appetite of hunger. Will
you be fo good, as to tell me, whether he
does wrong? If, you, and I can be once con-
vinced, that he does,—I am fure, that neither
of us, fhall, ever again tafte any meat, nor
ever more mount on horfeback, whatever
mortification, from the abftinence, we might
fuftain. Now, Sir, in this cale, there zs
pa1n produced, as well as in the cale be-
fore fuppofed; and the horfe’s, and deer’s
-hives, and [iberties,—were as much thers,—
as much ther own,~as much ther proper-

é}r
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fy,~—they were as much in poffefien of

them,—they had them as much from #na-
fure, as the man had his. If then, for
thefe reafons,—life and liberty were the
MAN'S NATURAL RIGHTs,—why are they

not equally the naturar ricuTs of the
horfe and the deer,—the wolf and the

lamb, the fox and the chicken, the dog
and the cat; and why is it therefore not
as wrong, to kill even a mMouse,~as a
mMaN? Be {o good, as to forget for a
moment, that you ever read the Boox of
Genesis, and then fhow me, by what fin-
gle principle, or concatenation of propofitions,
it follows, that a man. has a ricuT toO
every thing, which nature gave,—of which
the deprivation, would give him pain.—
1 mult once more tell you,—that I mean,

PRIOR to every wnflitution of laws, and go-
VEYNMeEnt.

For a2 man to fay, that as I fhould
feel pain myfelf in fuch a cafe, therefore,
H 2 1
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I will not inili&t the pain upon another,
but will rather fuffer the pain, or incon-
venience, I fhall myfelf fuftain, from not
graufying my defire, to take away his life
and liberty :~—would be very excellently hu-
mane, and benevolent reafoning, and would
apply to all beings, endowed with fenfation.
But this proves not the ricut of the
axiymar, or of the ove mawn, but only

. the rorRBEARANCE of the oTxEer.

Again, fuppofe he fhould fay, that I am
fo conftituted by nature, that I can not
give pain to another {enfitive being, with-
out the rebound of fome pain upon myfelf;
—therefore 1 will not be the caufe of
pain to others? This would certainly evince
in him, great {ympathy and compaflion.
But his condutt then would not be found-
ed, upcn any fenfe of the rRicuTs of
OTHERS, but upon sgLF-LOVE, arifing from
the confideration of his own {ufceptibility
to pain, under fuch particular circumitan-

CcEes.
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ces. But {uppofe, his defire of fome gra-
tification, which he would enjoy, in con-
fequence of his depriving another of his
hie and liberty, /filly to overbalance that

pain, which is the offspring of compaffion,

what would then remain, to rejirain him?

And as I am at prefent, in the inter-
rogatory humour of Socrates, I muft beg
leave to afk further, wnAT coNSTITUTES
it MmoRE the rRicHT of onE man, to enjoy
the pleafures, refulting from the rire and
LIBERTY, which naturc gave him, than of
the oTHER, to enjoy the pLEASURE, which
refults from the gratification of his bpe-
siRes ; which, nature lLikewife gave him?
The queltion therefore, {till remains unan-
iwered. And indeed, could 1t be /atisfac-
torily anfwered, this is only a leading quefti-
on, to that,—which 1s the precile one in
the inftance, I have fuppofed, and quoted
from Mr. Locke. For in that, the sams
MAN 18 In fwo different cafes, in pofieflion

of
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of his %ife and liberty. In the one of which,
the man is conceived to have fuffered no
hurt from the other; in the other cafe,
he 1s {uppoled, to hgve received one. The
real queftion therefore is, and I beg you
will particularly obferve 1t, wHAT cox-
STITUTES HIS RIGHT to KEEp his life
and hiberty, where he has done the other
N0 HURT; and what coxsTtiTuTEs the

RicuT Of the other, to TAKE THEM Awavy,
where, he has?

For my own part, Sir, I have thought
long and much wupon it; and can find
no leading idea, no feparating, nor con-
netling principle in the two cafes. And
as I am not prone, to fgke a propofition
jfor granted, becaufe, another man, what-
ever may be his reputation, afhrms it;
I muft beg, as the condition, of my af-
lent, even to a propofition of Mr. Locke’s,
neither his, nor your worps; but either
your's, or fome other perfon’s bond »f

PROOQF.
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prRoO0F. I can however aflure you, that
in vain will you fearch for one, in the
works of Grotius, Puffendorf, Barbeyrac, Bur-

lamaqui, or, of any later writer upon go-
vernment.

In vain likewife, will you, or even any
fociety in this kingdom, however large in
numbers, or dignified in rank and abilities,
addrefs the naTioNAL AssEmsLY Of France
for inftruttion, upon this moft fundamen-

tal point. They, having already publifhed,
in their declaration of rights,—all they know,
upon this fubjett; and which has with
high encomiums, been more than once molt
feduloufly difleminated, throughout the king-
dom. To thole indeed, who love to walk
in a mift, becaufe, the wvapours, by con-
founding the outlines of things, {erve to
magnify the objells; ihar declaration mult
be moft highly, and moft gratefully ac-
ceptable. For do but attend once more,
Sir, to what I do not doubt, you have often

before
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before read ; I mean tkis declzration of rignis
which we are informed, holds out to the
world, “inflrutlion, of great confequence lo
 qvil government, and founded upon GREAT
“ AUTHORITY, being agreed to by the ~a-
“ TroNxaL assemsLy of France, and fanc-
“ tioned by the Kixg.” I will only detain
you, by tranfcribing, rwo of thele « fimple
“and incontcflible principles,” as they have
been called, and making a fhort comment
upon them, they having the moft intimate
connection with .-the quefltion, now before
us, and befides having had the high ho-

nour, of being jelecled, to form a bafis, for
the reft.

“ Men were BorxN, and arways cox-
“ TiNuz FREE, and EQuUAL, In relpeft of
“ their ricuTs: civil diltinttion THERE-
“ FoRrRE,” (which mufl render men wunfree,
and wunequal) “can be founded only on
“ PUBLIC UTILITY, (which is fo fay there-
fore n other words, that thefe natural rights

of
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of men, are incompatible with pusLiC uUTI-
LITY.)

“ The end of all roriTrcar aflociations,
“1s the rrEservaTiON.Of the NATURAL
“and 1MPRESCRIPTIBRLE RIGHTS of man;”
(which therefore according to the foregoing de-
claration, cvil diflintlions, for the [ake of »uB-~
LIC UTILITY, lake away) and thofe RicHTs,
are LIBERTY, PROPERTY, SECURITY, and
RESISTANCE Of oppREsston. But all thefe
imprefcriptible Tights as they are called, the

very nflitution of government, and of laws,
es ntended 0 PRESCRIBE.

{

O reripuMm Carut!

That the end, of all political affociations,
I1s to prelerve to men, liberty, property,
{fecurity, and refiltance of oppreffion, to a
certain degree, and not to deftroy them, as
the national affembly has done,—Is indeed
true; and will be prefently proved. But,

this 1s,—by consTiTUTING them to BE

I the
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the ricuts of men, under a flate of go-

vernment, which, were NoT RIGHTS, In &

Jlate of natvre.

Thefe {elf-taught legiflators therefore
you fee, hold not out to you, the leaft af-

iftance towards the folution of this almoft
Sphinxian ALnigma, with which you are
puzzled. For the nafional affembly, you find,
an aflembly of phiofephers, undoubtedly as
they are, have cerwainly adopted the eafieft,
though not that, which either Plato, or

Ariftotle would have thought the leff mode
of inftruttion,—the taking,—I mean, a pro-

pofition for granted,—inftead of proving it.

Yet, {fo licentious are our public prints
become, 2s to maintain, for I lately my-
{felf read the affertion in the news-papers,
that the framer of this luminous DECLA-
RATION, OF RIGHTS, 1s undoubtedly the
WwiIsEST AN In Fraxce. OQOught not {fuch

calumniators te be punifhed, for publifhing
{o
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fo {candalous a riser on the uUNDER-

sSTANDINGS, Of THE WwHOLE FRENCH

NATION.

Having now {pun out the thread of this
epiftle, as I trufl, to a reafonable length,
and having propoled to you, a {ubjett bell
fitted for the retirement of your ftudy,
and the filence of meditation; 1t will I
apprehend, be moft proper, here to con-
clude this letter. For, would but the . ge-
nerality of authors, change their hours al-
lotted to reading and to thinking, into the
inverfe raiio of that, which they moft com-
monly bear to each other;. the  world
would foon be delivered from thofe great
evils,~—great books. And f{tudents.then, at
once receiving the precious ore, pure -and
defejcated, would no longer either f{weat
under the fatigue of clearing away the d.r;qfs,
or be covered, or choked with it’s. duft.

I am, Si'

Yours, &c.

{2 LETTER.
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L ETTE R 1IV.

N385

ree

HOUGH I have often maintained, and

muft always think, that how much
foever a man may BELIEVE, he can never
pbﬁibly kNow any thing, of which, he has
NEVER DOUBTED; yet as I am alfo per-
fuaded, that a conftant ftate of feeprici/m,
Is the worlt of all the chronic maladies,
which can afflitt the human mind; I am
now eager to offer mylelf as your phyfici-
an, to deliver you from that irkfome flate,
in which I left you, at the conclufion of
my laft letter. For, though fome portion,
or potion, of f{cepticifm, is fometimes as
neceflary to keep the mind in a conftant

habit
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habit of health and vigour, as a cathartie
is fometimes beneficial to the  body ; yet,
{cepticiim, which 1s, as it were, a mental
diarrhcea, muft like the bodily one, infalli-
bly end in debility, ahd diflolution. I
hope however, this allufion will not give
offence, either to your delicacy, or to the
nice olfattory {enfes of others, in this re-
fined age. Becaufe, I mult confels, that
till a new art of criticifm be written, I
cannot difcover,- either high or low, why
mean allufions are not as properly fuited

to low things; as the lofteeff fimilitudes,
are to the bigheft {ubjelts.

Now Sir, though I can not poilibly at-
tempt to fhow you, why rLire and Lri-
BERTY are more the NATURAL RIGHTS
of Mmen, than of norses, and where that
intermediate zdea exifts, which makes them
{fo, after which, we bave been {o long
enquiring, but have never found; yet I
can very ealily find, and inform you ot

the



( 70 )

the miftake, which led Mr. Locke into
this maze of error. A difcovery, certain-
ly next in 1t’s importance, to the difco-
very of the objeét itlelf. Becaufe it will
fave mankind in future, from the fruidefs
labour, of darkly and ignorantly hunting
round and round, in fearch of an ob-
ject, which has no exiftence; and the
difpute, upon NATURAL RIiGcHTs, will no
longer ofcillate, upon a mere fluftuating
argument ad ignorantlam; but, will be
fixed for ever, upon the immoveable point
of real {cience.

That feme men in a flate of nature,
wouLrp Indeed take away another’s life and

hiberty, in oxe of the cales fuppofed by
Mr. Locke, who would 7o do it in the
other; is a clear and indifputable fa€t.
But, that they would do this, without ei-
ther knowing or thinking about naTUrRAL
RIGHTS, 1s infinitely more evident, than
any‘ of his axioms, to. which you fo readi-

ly
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ly give your aflent, and, which you deem
it criminal in others, to doubt.

For the nature of aaw i1s so coxn-
sTITUuTED, that the paflions of ancer,
HATRED, and REVENGE, naturally {pring

up in him, upon any attempt of another,

cither to inflitt upon him any pain, or to
deprive him of any pleafure, is likewife
certain beyond contradittion. But, if TuEsk
be the Motives of mnis attion, in the
cale fuppofed, who has really surrerep
paiN from another; then, he Nno MorEe
deprives that other of his rLiFe and wri-
BERTY, from a senNst of ricut, than
the otukr, inflitted the prioR PAIN upon
THAT PRINCIPLE;—BOTH atling EQUAL-
Ly from their paflions or appetites. The
one perhaps, to acquire a pleafure not
before poflefled, the other to gratify re-
venge for a lofs {uftained.

No doubt, wife, is the provilion of na-

ture, by which we are furnifhed with fuch

a
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a pailion, as ReVENGE, though the exer-
eife of 1t, often brings great evils upon
mankind. But, equally wile likewife, is
that provifion, of nature, which furnifhes
us with other passioNs and DESIRES:
which produce alfo many evils, by urging
men to wifth for, and to attempt to take
away the pofleflions of others. But, so
FAR are the passioNs THEMSELVES, or

even the 7¢fpeflive sTRENcTH oOf different

paifiions, FROM CONSTITUTING a RIGHT
to taaT, which they prompt us to defire,
that in order for the very BBirTH and
ESTABLISHMENT Of RIGHTS: RULEs or
LAws, are made to susDpuE the oxE, and
to coxstiTuTE the other, which laws, are not
the offspring of rpassion, but of rReason.
And the prixciprLe which furnifhes men
with the power of realoning upon this
point, and drawing out deducttions, 1s the con-
cLusiox, which experience has taught them,
from the endurance of paft evils, of the

utility, and even ~Eecessity there i1s, for
the
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the inftitution of a government, and the
eftablifbment of laws, fo as to conftitute

it, the »1cuT of 2 GOVERNOR, tO PUNISH
any one, who nurTs another; in order
to PREVENT the aftual rxercise of that
VERY PAssioN, by which, Mr. Locke
{ays, every man has a RiGHT to PuNIsH
another, and in confequence of which, the
life of man had been, but one continued
fcene of reciprocal inflittion, and fuffering
of wounds, pain, and death.

In a country indeed, where, the wiry of
Gop had been made known to the in-
habitants, direétly by REvELATION, oOr
where, by a revelation to one nation,
fome knowledge of it had been transfufed
to another by {radition, not only of the
exiftence of a God, and lome religious
worfhip or other,—which moft countries
have ;—but likewile, of n1s wrILy, with
regard t0 MEN'S CONDUCT tO EACH OTHER,

~—of which, all people In a staTe. or

K NATURE
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yaTurg, mult have been always ignorant,
without the ineltimable benefit, either of
{fuch a revelation, or fuch a tradition,—
Tuey might indeed have conceivep and
taLxep of ricuts, and had a ground-
.work, upon which,. they might have plead-
ed them. But, if inftead of imagining
cales, which never exifted, but in fome
few particular inftances, we have recourle
to true hiftory, and real fta&,—we fhall
learn,—that the rirsT RricuTs known to
men, are thofe, which had their origin,
-from fome [pecies of covERNMENT, however
imperfect it might be; and it follows there-
fore as a confequence, that government is
no; founded upon PRIOR RIGHTs; but
that i1t only, atiually by raws, delivered
either orally, or -in writing, CONVERTS
THOSE POSSESSIONS INTO PROPERTY, and
iNTo RicHTS; which, had before no
OTHER TENURE, than that uncertain and
precarious one, which was at all times,
fubjeft to pissorvrtioN from the LusTs,

APPETITES,
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AFPETITES, STRENGTH, VIOLENCE, and

FORCE Of oTHERS.

Harrafled and fatigued, with fo mifera-
ble a ftate of exifience, as this, o ¥
N ATURE, efpecially, wheén fmen having foi-
{aken the hunting and fifhing fatés, weré
brought into a nearer intercourfe with each
other, by paftoral, and agriculfural occ¢u-
pations, they refolved to terminate it, by
{earching out fome rémeédy, againft thé
continuance of thefe evils. This théy ef-
feCted, firfl, perhaps by providing a fecu-
rity againft the external violence, they
fuftained from other men, whole huts, or
habitations, were at fome diftancé from
them; and who would frequéntly by fur-
prife, In one night, extirpate, or enflave,
almoft all the inhabitants of a widé ex-
tended diftni€t. Secondly, likewife, to guard
themfelves from the equally bad confe-
guences, which arofe from' the more fre-
quent evils, produced by the unrefirained

K 2 exercife
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exercife of the paflions, of thofe, who lived
in a clofer vicinity with each other. From

thefe flight fketches, the firft rude frame
‘of a government was formed. Some by
choice determining, and others, by necef-
fity being compelled, to {fubmit to the
government, or controul, of {ome one
man to dire&t them; who was either fe-
lefted by others, or who having from fome
caule or other, acquired fuch authority
amongft them, that they quietly {ubmitted
to his aflumption of the rule, and com-

mand over them.

From thefe prenisEs, then, it NECEs-
SARILY rorrows, that the office of the
governor, was, by uniting them in a body,
to lead them out to war, to repel the
attacks of diftant eremies; and by laying
down laws, for the regulation of their

conduct, and by the power of punithment,
intrufted in his bands,—to deter all the

members of the {everal families, which by
their
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their union, formed the {tate, from inter-
rupting each other, in the use and Peace-
ABLE ENJOYMENT, Of their RESPECTIVE
ACQUISITIONS, except in fuch cales, as
the governor thought neceflary for the
public good.

Such were the wviews, without doubt,

with which men aflociated together, and

fuch were the ends, which they propofed.

They, certainly did ~not unite mto {o-
ciety, and form a government, for the
purpole of ACTING WITHOUT RESTRAINT,
according to the wolitzons, and determinations
of their own paffions, nclhnations, caprice,
or fancy, or even the CONCLUSIONS, OF
EACH MAN'S SEPARATE REASON, For on
the contrary, the very purpole of their
aflociating together, was ta ESCAPE FROM
THE EVILS OF SUCH A STATE, Wwhere,
ALL WERE MISERABLE, FROM EACH MAN’S

ACTING ACCORDING TO HIS OWN WILL,

WITHOUT
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WITHOUT THE CURB OF SOME CcOMMON
coxTROUL. But, they united into fociety, and
formed 2 covVERNMENT, by giving authority
TO ONE MAN, tO PREVENT the EXERCISE

OF SUCH FREE-wItL, and tO PROVIDE

SUCH A CONTROUL; Dy COMPELLING THEM
to suBMIT to fuch GENERAL LAWS, as HIS
rReasoN fhould devife, and His POwER
fhould enforce.

From the fo;egoing realoning, then the
CONCLUSION 1Is EVIDENT ;—that if any o~E,
or any ~NusmBER of individuals, fet up
(in fuch government as tbat, whole for-
mation I have been defcribing) =#is, or
THEIR Wwills, In orrosiTiON to the wiLL
of the LEGISLATOR, HE OF THEY are
cuiLTYy of the grReaTEsT of ALLr crimes,
they can poflibly commit. Becaule, it is
a crime, which diflolves at once, the whole
cement of fociety, and Ipaps alunder by
violence, all the bonds of government;
which tepd to fecure to the wWHOLE,~

PEACE
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PEACE and TRANQUILITY. IOr orpg-
siTioN to the wiLr of the rLEcisLaTOR,
tends to drive them back, to that Misz-
RABLE STATE OFf NATURE, from which,

they gladly fled to covERNMENT, as to
a REFUGE and an asvyrum. And hence

it was, that Socrates, who was elteemed
in Greece, as the wileft of the fons of
men, however he may be now defpifed by

the philofophers of modern days, fubmitted
chearfully to die, in obedience to the laws, of

a tyrannic republic, as fuch there may be, how-
ever ftrange, {fuch a notion may appear to
modern politicians. For notwithftanding ke
was unjuftly condemned by his judges, he was
nobly inflexible to all the entreaties, and great
and generous pains, taken by his friends,
to perfuade him to efcape. To the ho-
nour of Athens however, it ought ever to
be remembered, that {ocon after his death,
the citizens were fincerely forry, and truly
penitent, for the injuftice and cruelty, with
which they had treated him; having been

feduced
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feduced by the flimfy, but cruel mifre-
prefentations of a comic wit,—the mean
envy, or fiill mcaner fclf-intereft of elo-
quent fophifis.—The contagious corruption
of a turbulent fattion,—and the {furious
phrenzy of a popular affembly.

It was then, from the wrflilution of a
government, that there firfl arofe in thofe,
who bad not the wiri of Gop revealed
to them,—ipzas of ricuTs and wroxNGs,
of osricaTtiox and puTty, of xer1T and
DEMERIT, between men In general, who
were not bound to each other, by the Ili-
gaments of nature. By thole ligaments I
mean, the fiznfls, and ajffeilions of the
mind, which reciprocally bind parents to
children,—hufbands to 'wives,—brothers to
fifters,—friends to friends,—and in general,—
the perfon obliged to his benefatior. Thele
ArrecTioNs indeed, muft in soME DEGREE,
arways exit In every flate of buman
-nature ; whether they be, or be not under
any
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any government; though, cven thefe feelings,
are very famnté and mperfeft, ’tll the
bridle by which government curbs our
hoftile defires, has fubdued and broken

the other unruly paflions of our nature,
taught men to move 1n certain regular
and fettled paces, and thus given an op-
portunity to the gentler and {ofter incli-
nations, to form themielves by wmapitT,—
INTO AFFECTIONS; which, were at firft,

——on]y EMOTIONS.

For it is furely very evident, that till
fome rules of attion, in the manner I have
ftated, were prefcribed,—there could be no
MEASURE of the REcTITUDE, Oor DEVI-
ation of men’s aftions. For there could
be no RIGHT 1n one man to ANY POS-
sesston,—till fome 7ule had conflituted it
fo, by forbidding and preventing others,
from giving him any moleftation in the
enjoyment of it. There could be No pu-

T1ES, (except the reciprocal ones I have
L before
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before mentioned) ‘ull- there was somz
0BLIGATION ;—and there could be,~no
osLicaTIiON, till,—there was soME oNE,
who had a rower by fome motive, to
osrice another to do an afl: and ‘till
there was another,—who was oBrLiGED by
that motive,—to oBevy. Men could be
entitled to No MERIT, RNOfr DEMERIT
from their conduft, ’till,—there was {ome
taw, in confequence of which, they were
by a NoN-coMPLIANCE, with i, ENTI-
TLED to BLAME, or lome OTHER PU-
NiSHMENT; or which, by holding out
REWARDs, as the confequence of a con-
FORMITY with 1t, ENTITLED them to,- or
made them MERIT, or DESERVE praile, or
fome other reward. Yet evident as fuch a
conclufion, muft be to every mind, habi-
tuated to deep thought; what admired {yf-
tems, of what is called, puiLosoruy have
we f{een, which place the exiftence of the
ideas annexed to thefe words, for want of
an accurate analyfis of their meaning, an-

terior,
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terior, though certainly they are fubfequent
to the formation of all laws, rules of
attions, rewards, and punifhments. And
thus 1t happens, that many a fair, {plen-
did, and beautiful fyftem, when the mean-
ing of the words, which form the funda-
-mental propofition of the whole fabric, are
lo examined as to be clearly afcertained,
tumble into pieces, and leaves it’s frag-
‘ments, as {ome memorial of it’s author’s
genius, but, at the {fame time, of his fruitlefs

labour, and his mifapplied application.

Tuese are the principrLes then, from
which originates the ricur of the co-
VERNOR tO cOMMAND; and, alfo the puty
of the covernEeED to orevy. To the for-
muer, 1n the cafe 1 bave juft ftated, as
their LEGIsLATOR, they have entrufted,
not only the rpowsr, but the rRicut of
-jupcing tor them, what aflions each
man is to perform, {o as to a&t confiftent-
ly with the ¢enEraL coobp. of the whole.

La \ And
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And this too without any contratt,—direét
or impiled,—any f{tipulation,—or condition
of any RrEesistanNce whatfoever, in any
cafe whatfoever, when any number, few
or many, the minority, or majority, fhould
happen to think differently from the le-
giflator, and not deem a law conducive
to private, or public good. A truft which
however LiaBLE TO aABUsEg, arole, from
men’s experience of the evils, which they
fuftained, whillt race individual afted ac-
cording to the PRIVATE determination of

his ow~x wiILL.

If therefore, the {ubjetts attempt, by FoRcE
to defend themfielves, from fubmiilion to the
governor's authority, they certainly can not
plead any ricHT to do it, but are jusTtLy
faid,~—to REBEL,—oOr to. MAKE WAR again;
and the governor, has conlequently a rRiGHT
to svBpUE them by a fuperior force, for
invading HIS RIGHT, and every OTHER

MAN'S RIGHT, as a member of the {ociety.
_ Yor
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For fuch a refiflance, is an attempt to
DISSOLVE and ANNIHILATE the GOVERN-
MeNT 1tfelf; and to involve their fellow
fubjetls once more, in all the aAnarcuy,
MI1SERY and conrusionN, which attend
upon A STATE OF NATURE. An attempt,
which not only conftitutes a rorry of the
areatell magnitude; but a crime lkewife
of the deepeit dye.. For, that one alt of
criminality, which tends to pluck up the
whole happinefls, and exiftence of the {o-
ciety by the roots, mult ncccflaiilly 1m-
PLICATE In 1t's PERPETRATION, the
UNITED FLAGITIOUSNESS of EVERY OTHER

CRIME.

1f, the truth of thcle premiles be deni-
ed, and I well know, that, on account
of men’s prepoffeffions, and prejudices, they
will with the utmoft difhculty be admitted :
let fuch, however reflett a moment upoun
the abfurdity, in which, .they neceflanly

involve themielves. Tor from the denial
of
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of thefe principles, it will follow, that ~e
INSTITUTION Of GOVERNMENT Can POS-
SIBLY SUBsIsT. AsS the wery DEFINITION
of the worp, “ GOVERNMENT,” IMPLIES,
and confequently, the very essence of
the THING, MUST CONsiIsT, In the pEO-
PLE’S sUBMISSION, to the authority of
ONE O MORE PERSONS: 2as s DIFFE-
RENT FORMS, may bhappen to varv.
Which is the fame as to fay, 1 other
words,—that arL the other members of the
community, aré BOUND 0O SUBMIT toO
His Or THEIR JUDGMENT, as to what
general laws are to be made, to direft
each individual, what aflions he is to per-

form, for the coop of the sociery.

If then, the legiflature, fhould enaéi fuch
laws, as any number of them, even mucx
soRE than the MajoriTy, may in theix
own opinion, think bave a direét contra-
ry tendency; they can have no ricHT,
nor LEcalL means of oppoling them, ex-

cept
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cept it may be by an humble reprefen-
tation, of their own opinions. But, if the
laws be not repealed in confequence of °
fuch a petition, nothing 1s left to the pe-
titioners, but either quietly to acquiefce,
in the determination of the legiflature, or
to withdraw themfelves from that f{tate, and
put themfelves under the proteftion of
another. For they, can not pollibly fet
forth any riecur whatloever, on which,
they can build any craim to orrost the
laws by rorce; becaule, sucs a cramm
would be a pEmMoLITION of fhe WHOLE
compact of fociety; which 1s,—that the
{fubjeéls agreed to sumsmit to the will and
JUDGMENT of the LEGISLATURE; NoOT,

—that the covERNOR’S and LEGISLATOR’S

will, fhould {ubmit to THEIRS.

As thefe principles, Sir, however mani-
feftly true, or evidently beautiful they may
be, in themfelves, or however good, and
wholefome may be their fruits, (for ac-

cording
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eording to the plaionic plilofophy, TRUTH,
seavTy, and coop, are onNE) yet, as I
am afraid, that they will notwithftanding,
feem very unpalatable to you, I fhall by
termninating  this letter, once more leave

you time, to chew upon them the cud

of rtellettion.

I need not, 1 dare to fay, to aflure
you, that thcy will pever be clearly com-
prehended by any one; ‘ull he has learn-

ed AccuraTery to diftinguifh, between the

{rue and wulgar application of worps to
THINGS; and 1s able to place the ipeas

DIVESTED of THE woabps, in their natural
thapes, colours and dimenfions, before the
ertnf, and pupil of his 1INTELLECT.

I am, Sir,

' Yours, &c.

LETTER
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L ET T E R V.

Sir,

Have now, given you an opportunity
of taking what time you pleafe, for
concofling the FIRST PRINCIPLES OF ALL
covERNMENT; 1if, fatiety occafioned by the
dithes, which Mr. Locke had Ierved up

upon this occafion, has not excited in you,

fuch an antipathy, as to produce an aver-
fion even to thear tafte.

Thefe principles, are certainly not fafhi-
onable; and therefore not being popular,

can not at prefent, be of any ufe to any

M ariufl,
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ariift, in book-making ; except, by the op-
portunity they afford of manufaéturing fome
wares for fale, In opp-fition tc* them. For
when once an age 1s enlightened by the
fplendor of book-making, and has imbibed
it’s genuine fpirit; the merit of a work
muft always be eftimated, according to
the valuation of Hudibras, who aiks,

For what s worth wn any thing 2
/
then anfwers,

But fo much money as “twill bring.

But whether you will with all the pertina-
city of bigotry, relolve to adhere to whatever
Mr. Locke has ¢old—for he certainly has
not taught it, you; either by a refufal of
further examination, and a maintenance of
it againft convittion; or, will begin to think
with Sccrates, that there 1s no feafon of
a man's life, too late for the acquifition
of frefh knowledge, by exploring and
fearching after truth, to whatever diftance,
the 1nvelligajon may lead;—is yours to

choofe,
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choofle, not mine to dictate. But, if you
be dilpofed to make fuch an enquiry, that
nothing may be omitted by me, which may
at all tend to facilitate your progrels:—I
fhall beg leave, now, to remove Two oB-
JEcTions ;—which might perhaps otherwife,
not only obfiru& you in your road, but

even, perhaps, prevent your acquifition, of

the obje&t of your puriuit.

For, you may poflibly imagine, in the
rirsT place,—that, what I have alligned,
as the very FriRsT principles of ALL co-
vERNMENT, can at moft; be only the sk-
conpary propofitions, founded upon feme,
which were either prwr to them 1n ex-
iftence; or which, though pofterior, as to
difcovery,—ecither fuperfede them by their
importance, or deftroy them by their con-

trariety.

SECONDLY, you may perhaps conceive,
that however clear, and evident, the truth of

M ¢ thole
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thofe principLes, which I have advanced,
appear to be; yet, they muft neceffarily be li-
mited in their extent, to a certain degree. For
you will probably urge, that if we trace out
the conclufions, which unawvoidably tollow from
them,—ii is neceflary,—that we fhould rejeéf
the principles, in their utmoft latitude; from
fear, of the danger, which would refult
from their coxseQuexces. As you will
perbaps, under this fecond fhead, aflert, that
upon thefe principles,—oBEDIENCE, 1s as
much due to the worsT, as to the BEsT
government in the world,—which, vou will
deem to be abfurd: and that the cruellef
atts, of the moft pesroTic TYRANT, are
to be by them justiriep, upon the ground
of riGcHT;—which you will jultly condemn

dS YMMORAL.,

As to the FORMER OBJECTION, 1t 1S
certainly founded upon PRrRoOPOSITIONS,
which, have occafioned all the difliculty,

confufion,
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confufion, and perplexity, 1n which the
NATURE of government, has been hitherto
involved; and which have veiled it in

the thickeft mift of cimmerian darknels.

But, upon an attentive examination, it
will be found, that the objettion is whol-

ly grounded upon an error, which,—though
very common,—Iis,—yet fo grofs,—as that,
w—0f MISTAKING,—an EFrFecT,—for it’s

CAUSE.

Clearly and fully however, to demon-

ftrate this, I muft beg leave, to trace out

the origrn and foundation of aArLrL Mo-

RAL PRINCIPLES,

A {ubjet, upon which, I apprehend my
opinions will be thought, to difter more
from thofe of former wniters, than any
pofition which bas hitherto been advanced,
upon: the rirsT PRrRINcIPLES of govern-
ment. Notwithftanding thercfore, boi4 have

the
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the moft 1indiffoluble connetion, and are
infeparably interwoven with each other, I
mufl entreat you, Sir, and every one elfe,
who 7really wifics to UXDERsSTAND, the
REASONING and coxcrusioxNs under that
head, to vouchfafe me, the cooleft, and

mofit - unprejudiced attention.

" In the rirst prace, I might, I appre-
hend, take for granted,—which 1s an att
1 am not in the habit of doing, that there
are no INNATE 1DEas, and confequently,
—N0 INNATE JMORAL PRINCIPLES, OrF
NoTioNs ;—{uch as thofe, I mean, which
were formerly maintained. An opinion,
which I doubt not, you will allow, has been
properly exploded, being fathioned, only, of
“ Juck fluff as our dreams are made of.”

SEcCoNDLY, that the word, coON-
sC1ENCE, fignifies only, the INTERNAL AP-
PROBATION, and DIsAPPROBATION, oOf
which, we feel ourfelves to be the objeéts, either
as we perform certain attions, or omit

the
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the performance of them, and vice verfa;
but, that it poes w~ot imply allo the
RULE of AcrionNn I1TsELF; which, at the
time, we either conform to,—or tranigrels.

Since, we muft afluredly, have firf} &nown
the 7rule, and learned, that, it was wonr-

tuy of approbation, or dilapprobation, be-
fore we could feel ourfelves bpEsErving,

Or, UNDESERVING Of THOSE SENSATIONS.

But left you or any other of my rea-
ders, fhould refufe to admit, thefe pro-
POSITIONS as TrurHs, take the following,
“ reduélio ad abfurdum :” which 1s equally
applicable to ewvery [pecies of {uppolition,—
of innate ideas,—innaie wnolions,~and of a
MORAL sENSE, For from the admiffion
of any one of them, then it would follow,
—that arrL the RrRurrs and pRAcCTICES,
in different locieties, would be guided by
ONE UNIFORM INsSTINcCT; and the same

actioNs of conduét, would be i1Nvari-

ALy, and UNIVERSALLY APPROVED In

ALL



( 96 )

arL the various countries, nations, and tribes
upon earth. Which, 1s a circumitance, we
know to be reruexaxT, to ALL the do-
cuments of hiftorv, and air the con-

clufions. of experience.

From thefle pata, then it neceffarily
follows, that the ruLes of 1torarL sci-
exceg, mufi be deduced, as ALL OTHER
SCIENCES ARE, from the i1xpuction of
PARTICULAR FacTs; from which, are form-
ed GENERAL PROPOSITIONS. But, as the
sciENCE of MorArLs, or a sysTem of
VIRTUE, 1s 1nvented, to teach men, to
regulate their behaviour to each other,
UNIVERSALLY: NO SUCH SCIENCE, could
POSSIBLY EXIST, TILL SOME PARTICU-
rar RULES had rirsT been layed down
for THIS PURPOSE; as, THAT SCIENCE,
muit coNSIST LIKE ALL OTHERS, 1IN GE-
NERALISING PARTICULAR RULESs. Hence
then 1t hkewile follows, that an uwnrow,
mult firft have been formed amonglt man-

kind,
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kind, and garticular rules muft have been
tried, before, the crnerar rules could
have been rramED. Becaule, as the general
rules conflitute the foience, and THEsE mull
have been GENERALISED out of PARTI-

curar rules, the rast, muft have been

PRIOR, to the SCIENCE ITSELF,
N

From thefe premifes then, the oricin and
PROGRESS Of MoRAL sciEncg, clearly,
and manifeftly flow. For, in confequence of
the rrEEDPOM, LEISURE, and SECURITY,
which men enjoy under the protettion of
any tolerably well regulated government,
be it’s form, what it will; the wants of
men increaling with increafing numbers,
impel men’s minds to the difcovery of the
MEANS, beft fulted, to a conftant fupply
of their gratifications. Hence, firf# arife,
{fome of the more immediately ufeful, but
molt obvious arts and f{ciences. But as
by exercife, men’s attention and faculty of
reafon, gradually ftrengthen, and improve,

N they
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they advance in the difcovery of others
certainly not lefs ufeful, but more abfirule.
From much exercife 1n determining, the
guantum of good, which relults from one
particular MopE of acring, In a preient
and parucular cafe, they proceced to frame
GENERAL PROPOSITIONS and PRINCIPLES,
upon ari fubjefls; and to have a habit
of forefight and fagacity; by which, they
are enabled to penetrate into remote con-
fequences; and to form comparifons, be-
tween very diftant objefls. Hence then,
baving oblerved, that the cranp EwD,
ior which men united into fociety, was
to fecure the cGexerRaL wHappinNEss of
cvery order, rank, and fituation; and that
thie MEzaNs to this, was by their uNIvVER-
saL OBEDIENCE to the wiLr of their
LEGISLATOR, who was appointed to curs
and REsTRAIN Dy rLaws, the inclinations
and paffions of thofe, who would other-
wile alt contrary to that principle ;—they
foon learned to asstrAacT from their pAR-

TICULAR ftate and fituation, all thofe GE-

NERAL
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NERAL RULES, by which thelr aflions are
regulated, and to conceive them to be
EQUALLY BINDING mpcn ALL mankind, in
every place, wicther, they do, or do not
exift, as the Laws of their PARTICULAR
sTATE. When they have advanced, ¢/lus
far, then,—thofe who aét according to thofe
univerfal principles, without any reference
to the punifhments, which the /law of the
flate inflifts,~—they call,—virTUOUS;~—and
they who deviate from them,—they term,
—vicioUs; in coniradifinélion to thole,
who only obeying, or difobeying the laws
of their particular government,—as being
the laws of their government,—are deno-

minated HONEST, Or DISHONEST,~~]JUST

Or UN]JUST.

Again, after men have turned their re-
{earches to the nature of man, and of the
Juman mind, and deduced fome general
principles, from {uch an enquiry,—they
begin to afpire after the acquifition, of

N 2 Jome



( 100 )

fome knowledge,—of the bpIvine miNp,
or of the nature of Gop. Some inti-
mation of WHOSE EXISTENCE, and fome
icanty notion of mis nature,—of his being
the pIVINE LEGISLATOR, or rewarder and
punifher of man,—they bhad perhaps before
reaped from {ome immediate or remofe TRA-
pitioN. Impelled then by this curiofity,
and aflifted, by this informacion, they be-
gan to endeavour t0 DEMONSTRATE, HIS
EXISTENCE, from the bpEepucTions, of
their own ReasonN. For, we invariably
find, in arL the proOFs, In ALL nations,
which are given of the Exi1sTENCE of a
Gop, the rFirsT ALways 1s,—the general,
—or as it is commonly, but not juitly
called, the uxiversar BELIEF of that
notion, in ofher countries.

As {cience of all kinds advanced, and
men attained to a more 1intimate know-
ledge of the works of xarture In par-
¢icular—they learned,~that THESE, are ALL.

generally
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generally conducive to the nHAPrINESS of
mankind; and finding, that Auman govern-
ments, which originated from the REAsoN
of man, direftly tended to the same Enb,
~—they concluded, that he who would al-
ways att upon that principle, would approach
neareft, and be moft acceptable to God;

and therefore inferred,—that a bpivine
GOVERNMENT,—mull have been efla-
blilhed by the wispom of Gop,—conducive
alfo to the same eEnD; 1n conlequence of
which, he would nfli&t pumihments upon
the vicious, and difpenfe rewards to the
virtuous.

Sucu 1is the sourck,~—from whence,~—-

f

fpring the raws of virtug, and every
PRINCIPLE, whether right or wrong—of
what i1s called—MorRALITY, and NaTU-
RAL RELIGION. And indeed, much osz-
sERvATION, muft have been made upon

the works of nvarturg, {o as to difcern,

that whatever fubordinate agents might be em-
ployed,
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ployed,—~yet, ONE UNCONTROULABLE WILL
diretted the wxoLE, and the faculiies of

the Auman mund allo, muft have received

a confiderable degree of culirvation,—before,
—thofe men,~who had received no mme-
digte REVELATION from HEAVEN,—oOF
certain  iradition of one,— could poffibly
have cealed to be PoLYTHELISTS; not-
withftanding the information, which, a p7:-

meval tradifion, might have faintly, though
generally diftuled.

But Socrates, and Plato, baving moft
deeply inveftigated, both the lower and the
higher powers, and faculties of the Auman
mind,~—and by a moft laborious cultivation
of the faculty of iNTELLECT, to a degree
1 may fay with truth, rar BEvonD that,
to which the moderns have yet arrived,—
clearly difcerning the piFrFErRENCE, and
even OPPOSITION between MIND and BO-
pY ;j—maintained,—that Gop would reward
and punith men, in another life, in pro-

portion
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portion to their virtue or vice here; and
as the neceffary foundatzon to this dotirine,

—attempted to raife it, upon a DEMON-
STRATION of the NATURAL IMMORALITY

of the HUMAN sOUL.

But, as the moft elevated human in-
tellett, can only be able to pEMONSTRATE,
~— that there 1s NO NECESSARY CON-
NEcTION,—between the bpissorLuTion of
the Bopv, and the confequent ANNIHI-
ratioN of the sour,—and can only fhow,

merely from proBazLE arguments, drawn

from the cenxERrRIC DIVERsITIES 1n the
NATURES of both,—and likewife, from our
Jaint conceplion of the wispom and coob-
NEss of Gop,—that fuch a furvival of the

foul, feems a aneceflary mean to the pro-
grels of virtue here, and it’s reward here-

after,—the queflion,—as to the minds aéfual
Jurvival, was by the very nature of the
EVIDENCE, neceflarily involved (to the ge-
nerality of the world) in much pousT,

~—great DIFrIcULTY,—and no little per-

plexity,
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plexity. Though certainly, to thofe, whg
are capable of following ihefe almoft divine
philofophers in their {peculations, through
the knowledge of the nature of niwnbD,
which they difcovered,—muflt confefs,—that
tuey raifed the fuppofition, that God
has confiituted the wBumaAN MixD, for
2 CONTINUANCE of EXISTENCE, afier

the diffolution of the body,—io the wvery
higheft fummit of proof, to which,—the

nature of #nat Ipecies of evidence,—can
possizaLy alcend. But, as the queftion,
after which, they enquired,—was necefla-
rily a queftion of racrt,—it could not

POSSIBLY be AsCERTAINED by REAsoON-
ixg,—but only,—as all other fatts muft

be,—either,—by our own aflual exrer1-
Excg,—or, the TesTiMmoNy of others.
Realoning being of no further ufe, ecven
in inftituting experiments, relative to the
objefts of our f{enfes,—than the contrivan-
ces of means,—to render fome things [en-
fible, which were before unperceived. But
as in this life, we certainly can never

EXPERIENCE, what 1s the wil and 1x-



( 105 )

rentroNn of God, in refpe&t to another,
—they canwnoT PossiBLY therefore, be
MADE KNOWN to us, but by the TEsTi-
MoNyY of soME ONE,—who produces the

AUTHORITY of GOopP TO REVEAL THEM.

It muft likewife be confefled, much as
I admire and reverence the Socraiicos Viros,
as Zully fome where calls them, that their
fuppofition (though I know not that any
one has before oblerved it in thzs {enfe)
was calculated, only in a manner, for phi-
lofophers. As in the focratic philofophy, virtue
is {ynonimous with wifdom, to which the
vulgar could not alpire; and vice with
IGNORANCE; in which they were necefla-
rily involved. Not becaule philofophers,
who difcovered 1t, could not have in-
ftruéted them 1n virtue, as Sherlock, (who
was however one of the deepeft thinkers,
and clofeft reafoners of this age, too much
{o, for the generality of readers to un-

derftand) has fuppoled. For they might
O have
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have been tdught, VIRTUE as an ART,—
as they are taught oTHER arts, without
UNDERSTANDING the prinNcipres, which
are the concrusioNs of sciexce; buat
the real reafon was, becaule no HuUMman
TEACHER'S AUTHORITY, {upplied a fufh-

cient MOTIVE, to induce them to learn

it, or urge them to prattice it, if learned.®

Thefe enquiries, whole fpeculations were
comprehended under the name of rpHiLO-

soPHY, when they were once begun, ex-
cited much attention, in the ableft, and

moft enlightened minds; and continued to

give

* There are animals, we know, who prefer
thiftles, neules, thorns, and briers, to the fineft
grafs, of the richeft paftures. Similar to theirs,
feem to be the tafles of thole, who prefer, the
weedy works of fome other Enghfh divines, to
the firm, and nounfhing produttions, raifed by
the gemius of a Sherloch.
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give exercife, to much acutenefs of rea-
{oning, and much {ubulty of difpute. From
hence arofe therefore, a variety of dif-
lenfions, and divifions, not only amongft
the antirnts, but likewife amongflt the mo-
derns, as they happened to be more or
lels prepoflefled in favour of one, or other
of the different GrEciaNn PHILOSOPHERS,
from whofe fpeculations, f{uch notions are

chiefly derived, and propagated.

For, the difciples of Socrates, (excepting
thofe who followed Plato) foon {eparated
into various fetls, and were divided by a
multitude of opinions. And, not being able to
fatisty themfelves in the peEmonsTRATION
of a future exiftence, again ABSTRACTED
the raws of wirfue from the wirr, and
AUTHORITY of a LEcIsLATURE, and the
fanttions of ruture rewards and punifh-
ments. But then turning their enquiries to

the suMmMum BonNuM, or what conflitutes
O 2 the
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the higheft happinefs of this life; each,

endeavoured to find out somz PRINCI-
#LE, which would make virTuEg, and

the suMMUM BoONUM to be onE.

Some, as the Stoics, maintained that
VIRTUE, was wndifputably the summunm
poxuM, becaufe, the wise and VIRTU-

OUS MAN, was wmcapable of ALL SUFFER-

ING; as even PAIN, was to HIM, NO
eviit. For as HE, according to their
maxims, muft,—before he was entitled to
thole appellations,—have learned to bpE=-
siRE nothing, but what marreEns to him;
therefore 1t followed,—that no condition,
nor event, could befall him,—but, what
HE approved. A dottrine evidently true
indeed, upon the princiPLEsS of CHRIs-
TIANITY; where, pain is 7eally 7m0 evil;
—becaufe 1t 1s neceflary to lead man to
feek, as the firft objett of his purfui,—
bhis FUTURE FELICITY. JFrom whence it

fo.lows, as a corollary, that no event, can
| " poffibly
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poffibly happen to the real curistian,
which will not conduce to his good, if we
take 1into our view, the whole extent of
his being. But, upon any other {uppo-
fition, this ftoical doéirine 1s perfeétly ri-
diculous. Becaufe 1t raifes a fuperftruéture,
without a foundation,—which the mere
preflure, even of a fingle ftone, is at once

able to deftroy.

Some, with Ericurus himfelf, for moft
of his difciples mifreprefented their mafler,
founded the prattice of it, upon the con-
ftant eafe and pleafure, or rather, trangu:-
ity of mind, which virtue aftords. An
opmion, which, 1f this world only be con-

fidered, every day’s experience contradidls.

Some again with the PeripaTETICS, ac-
knowledged that outward objefls, aftorded
pain and pleafure, and that though virtue
therefore, did not produce the only fatisfacti-

on, yet, upon the whole, it afforded the GREAT-

LST
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£sT pleafure. But this fyftem, by autho-
riing fuch a contrariety of purfuits, as
ACKNOWLEDGED MEANS (O HAPPINESS,
carries In 1t’s own frame, the {eeds of it’s
own deftruétion.

Others again with Cicero, who in his or-
FicEs adopted, only a part of Plato’s dutlrine,
or rather {till more clofely followed Panetius,
founded virTUE on the HONEsSTUM, or
the moNxouRraBLE; 1. e. on the ApPRO-
BaTioN of mankind. A theory, which
muft fkake with every blaft. As, rame
for virTUE, no more than for scieENcE,
i1s, by any means diftributed in proportion,
to ReaL MERIT. For, few men, can pe-
netrate Into the deep recefles of the heart,
where only it can be accurately difcerned;
and therefore, the artful, cunning, defign-
ing hypocrite, is often pufied into renown,
by the public breath; whillt, the wifeft

and the beft, are frequently expoled to all
the
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the blafts of envy,—and all the whifpers
of malignity.

But at length, Gop having been plealed
to REVEAL HIS WILL to ALL mankind, both,
—in refpe@t to the arrectrons, which
are required from man,—the RruULE oOF
conpucT he is to purfue; and the RrE-
WARDS Or PUNISHMENTs,—which are to
attend upon his obedience or difobedi-
ence; men bave now abfirafled stiLL
BETTER PRINCIPLES, from the DpEcLA-
raTioNs of the cereaT avuTHOR, and
formed them into fyftems, either of what
they call virtue,—or of what they call
MORALITY,~—OI NATURAL LAW,—OI NA-~
TURAL RELIGION. Hence, many have
been induced to fuppofe, that becaufe thefe
are confonant with the principles of the
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, that religion has
revealed to us, no other rules of conduét,
than what our own nalural reafon could

difcover; and notwithftanding therefore, they

admit .
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admit the rules, they rejelt the autherity,
upon which they are built; and even ri-

dicule the evidence, by which, they are

eftablifhed.

Mankind then, having totally forgotten;
or, having never learned, what experience
could have taught chem, of the procels
of the human mind, In the difcovery of
all the duties, which proceed from the
exercife of their own faculties; and what,
with all their application, they were Inca-
pable of dilcovering; whatever RicuHT oOF

puTty,—however difcovered, which appears
to them to be REAsonaBLE, they con-
clude, to have been the produce of that
faculty, from it’s earliet cultivation. In-
volved in this miftake, they produce {yl-
tems, as contalning ORIGINAL, ETERNAL,
and IMMUTABLE OBLIGATIONS, by which
they aflert, that aALr mMEN were EVER
bound to afl, Berore the exisTence of

ANY GCGOVERNMENT; 1. e. even before
there
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there was the poffibility of the purfuit of
any invefligations, which are the onLy
MEANS to that Exp. Thofe then, who are
once {educed into thefe errors, confe-
quently confider, the above really diftiné,
and feveral feparate sreciks of knowledge,

as baving only ONE SIMPLE INVARIABLE
caufe; and that caufe, as being the sorLe
ORIGIN of ALL men’s VARIOUS RIGHTS,
and DUTIES WHATSOEVER. Whereas, on
the contrary, so rar, As anNy of them,
were DISCOVERED by MEN, they were
only the pepucrtions,—which they had
made, In coNSEQUENCE of the RicuTs,
to which, GOVERNMENT FIRST GAVE
BIRTH; and muft therefore, be sursk-

QUENT, NOT PREVIOUS tO IT$ EXIST~
ENCE.

So likewife, fuch a fyftem of do€trines
as the CHRISTIAN REVELATION contains,
could not have been attended .with any
benefit to mankind, (except to thofe, to

P whom
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whom it was given as a completion of a
Jformer) ‘tlll the eftablilhment of Auman
governments and laws, and the {radition of
the exisTexce of a Gobp,—had led men
into fpeculations, and enquiries, concern-
ing wuat alions, were moft probably
plealing to, that rirsT cause, and PRE-
SERVER Of ALL THINGS. J1/us, we may
learn from experience of objetls, which, if
we do not actually fee, are however made
known to us in the pages of hiftory. For,
from 1t’s records we learn; that there are
now many naiwons, though they may be
taught to believe, in the authenticity of
the chriflian religion, are, for want of the
exercife, ol their reafon on civilization,
and other arts, totally unfitted for the
pradiice of 1ts duties.¥* And on the con-

trary, 2ll thofe in the moft cultivated na-
tions,

* See my COMMENCEMENT Sermon, belore
the Univerfity of Cambridge.
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tions, who coNcerve thofe -dulies to be
No OTHER, than -what are DISCOVERABLE
by REAson ;—are Incapable of embracing,
and relithing, the pureff and fublimefl, of
it’s do€trines. For they even deem that,
to be moraL conduéf, which originates only

in the naturaL PpassioNs of mankind,

—fuch as VANITY,—PRIDE,~—AMBITION,

and REVENGE.

Thus, as fome in their theory, do not
difcriminate the warious origins of thefle
{yftems, {o others in their prattice, con-
found their different effetls. From whence
it proceeds, that the sAME oOUTWARD
act, which is often done from various
MOTIVES, is In common language, In ALL
thefe cases, equally termed, coop, and
viRTUOUS. Whereas, upon the principles
of chrifiansty, 1t 1s NOT the ouTwaARrD
FORM,~—but onLrLy the wmoTivEe,—which
conflitutes an a&t wviriuous, or - wviczous. And
therefore, many may do, what in “common

P 2 dilcourle,
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difcourfe, are called good afirons,—~becaufe,
in their confequences, they are attended with
goed to others;—who are, by no means
7eally entitled, to the denommnation of

GOOD AMEN,.,

Whatever fyfferm of morar pury how-
ever, be feleted; and whatever be the
snoizve chofen as the incentive, to urge us
to correfpondent aftions; nof one of them,
have the leafl iendency to ALTER the RE-

LAaTION, between the covernor and the

GOVERNED; as to the rigHT of coxM-
araxp In the one, and of the pury of
osEpIENCE 1n the other. And, if the TrU-
£sT, and surEsT principles be chofen, which
are likewife fanflioned by the sTrRONGEsT
sioTiveEs, and of whole UNERRING REC-
TITUDE, there can be no doubt,—as they
come from Gobp’s WISDOM, NOT MANS
REASON; THEY have, certainly at lealt

an :mmediate tendency, not only to mol-

}4ify, and even to fubdue, all thofe paffions
of
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of PRIDE, AMBITION, AVARICE, and RE-
VENGE; which are, equally the CAUSES}i
of TyrRANNY In the soverREeicgN, and of
RESISTANCE 1n the susject. THEY there-
fore, not only,—ieach, but command the
former, not to infliet any pain or penal-
ty, but what is.abfvlutely neceffary, to the
pUBLIC Goobp; not indeed, under the
penalty of their suBjECT'S REBELLION,
but of Gopo’s rpunisament. But, they
hkewife wnfiruél, and enable the rLarrer,
by the moit forcible injun€ions, and the
brightéft examples of :Curist, and his
AprosTLEs, where the GOVERNOR,—even
NEGLECTS HIS DUTY,—t0 SUBMIT with
PATIENCE, not only, “for wraTh, but

ikewile,—for conscience fake.”
“ likewife,—f fake

And here, Sir, I can not forbear to
obferve, that as rALSE PuILOSOPHY, 18
continually receding farther, and farther,
from curistianiTY; fo the TruEg, ap-

proximates as near to 1t, as fiuile, can, to

inﬁnidc
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infinite wifdom. For, I have before fug-
gefted to you, the examgle of Socraies, im
His obedience, to the {entence of his un-
juit judges. And could I, but prevail upon
you, to read only Plato’s Little dialogue,
between Socrates and Crito, and attentively
to ftudy, and digeft ir, 1t would perhaps
impart to you infinitely more real benefit,
than you ever received from afl the vo-

lumes upon government, you have formerly
read, or even the Essay, upon {that fub-
¢, {as you call 1t) which you have lng
Sfince written, and I long fince refuted. For
then,

H1 motus amimorum, atque heec cerfamina tanta,

Pulveris exigm jaflu, comprella quicfcant.

If 1 fail in this appeal, to the Frasci-
NATING NAME of puirLosoruyY, the craND
DIRECTRESs Of MODERN TIMES; the mow

GUARDIAN
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GUARDIAN PATRONEss of France, though
their philofophy is indeed totally different
from that, I have juft now recommended,
—1 delpair of any efficacy,—from the
paffages, to which I have alfo, juit now
referred you, 1n the pages of cHRisTiIA-
Ni1TY; peripicuous as are their words,

and confequently, evident as is their {enfe.

With  fuch  wonderful plainnels indeed,
do they inculcate, both by precept and ex-
ample, the puty of susjects to their
RULERs, that one would think, it 1s ac-
tually impollible, for every ome, who has
not drank to the very dregs of moprrw
purLosorny, and who really believes, in
the TrRutH of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION,
to witHoLD his assenT from the bpE-
CLARATION, Or tO REFUSE his oOBEDI-
ENCE to the 1njuncTrion. How mortify-
ing {oever 1t may be to fome, to withdraw
their alleglance from modern philofophers,
in fubmiffion to the bhigher authority of

Curist;
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Carist; vyet, if they do acknowledge, the
cuiforiiy of the /lafi, to be {uperior, to
that of the former, they mult comply, and
acknowledge, obedience in {fubjells, 1s due
to their rulers, WHETHER THEY BE MILD
and GENTLE, or cRUEL and TYRANNI-
cal :—Even 1mpoiflible, as 1t appears to
feme of your admirers and {cholars,—that
fuch a delaration, and acknowledgment,—
fhould be made by axy oxEg, 1n the
conclufion, of this xrosT ENLIGHTENED,

EIGHTEENTH, CENTURY.

- Nay, Sir, {fuch likewife, mufl neceflari-
ly bave been the predicament, 1n which,
even You YOURsteLF, would have ftood,
had 1t not been, for that moft marpy,
and moft WONDERFUL DISCOVERY, of a
RATIONAL RELIGION; whole aAutHORITY,
outweighs, the autheniiciiy of REvELATION.
A difcovery, which fome of the bigots of
.our eftablifhment, are too deftitute of abi-

lities, to comprehend. Far they are fo
weak
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weak as to conceive, that the words “ra.
“ TroNAL RELIGION,” and the rRELIGION
of Reason,—muft be fynonimous. But, as
{uch an imagination betrays, as you well
know, the blindeft ignorance;—I do not
wonder, that we always {ee vou,—your
adinirers and followers,—lofe your mecknefs,
—your gpatience,—and your {cmper,—when-
ever you have occalion to mention the

ARTICLES, DOCTRINES, Or MINISTERS oOf

the Church of England.

For if the above ftupid {uppofition, of fome
of the members of that worfl of all churches,

for fuch I am told, it 1s, In your writings,
—were true,—then, the grofeff of all ab-
Jfurdities, would follow,—viz.—that the curis-
TIAN REVELATION, and RATIONAL RE-
L1cioN, would be REaLLY ONE, and, THE
sAME THING. DBecaufe, when once a RE-
VELATION 1S GIVEN tO ALL MANKIND,—
THAT aLoNE,—mull be the only raTIONAR

RELIGION ;—IF 1t be REASONABLE, that
O the

.
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the CONJECTURES Of MANTS REASON,~
fhould susayiT to the pDECLARATIONS Of

DIVINE WISDOJMN.

Whereas in faft, nothing can be more
DIRECTLY OPPOSITE tO each other, than
Gop’s reveELAaTION, and what, you, call,
RaTIONAL RELIGION. The laiter being a
difpenfation only to Jfome CcHOSEN FEW,
to enable them to determine, by the f{u-
perior light of their faculties, but from
the exercife of which we find, by expe-
rience, every received rule of rocic, muft
firft be difcarded,—what parTs of Gob’s
REVELATION they are pleafed to admii,
and what they chufe to reedl.  Precifely
in the fame manner, as we fnd, has
likewile been imparted to them, the RIGHT
of cuusing, what laws of the legillature
they will obey, and what, they will vilify
and abule. OSo intimately conneéted, are
‘'your RELIGIOUs, and POLITICAL PRIN-

cirLes, and fo clofe is the ALLIANCE,

which
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which you conceive to exift, between rE-
LIGION .and CIVIL GOVERNMENT:; and
confequently thercfore, betwcen civir and

RELIGIOUS ESTABLISIHMENTS.

There may be {ome, Sir, perhaps, fo
ignorant, but I take for granted then,
they can only be amonglt my brother
minifters of the eftablifhment, who, accord-
ing to your repeated declarations, and
thofe of your friends, are the mMosT 1cNO-
ranT of all divines; as to fancy,—svcu a
RATIONAL RELIGION, mult neceflarily be
the offspring only of pride, vanity, and arro-
gance, becaufe, they 1magine, that it’s Aros-
TLESs, and their converts, muft conceive
THEMSELVES to be wiser, than wEe, who
PROVED his AUTHORITY, to REVEAL the
wiLL of Gop. But if men, who are dull
enough to make {uch a fuppofition, were
capable of reading an author, who though
he was not of your fe@, was admirably
well acquainted with your doflrines ;—they

Q 2 might
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might learn,—that this claim to rRaTiONAL
RELIGION, 1S one of the NaTurAaL 1M-
PRESCRIPTIBLE RIGHTS of your PERsUA-
sion. For this author, I mean the leqgrn-
ed Butler, tells us,

Suppofe the Scriptures are of foree,
They’re but commiffions of courle,

And Saints have freedom to digrels,
And wary from them as they pleafe.

Having thus accompanied you, to take
a view of the foundation of the oxLy
PRINCIPLES, which can enable you to
Reject, the otherwile pecisive and 1r-
RESISTIBLE determination of REVELATION
upon this fubjeét; I will, by concluding
this letter,—leave you to the pleafing con-
folation it affords.

And am, Sir,

Yours, <&c.

LETTER
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SIR,

AVING already vindicated the
oriciNn of thofe principles, which I
have alligned above,—againft the impu-
tation of errorR; I am now likewife to
defend the conseouenNces,—which refult
from them,—againft the accufation of az-

SURDITY, and INJUSTICE.

" To thofe,—who having not the benchit

of thofe principles, with which the fore-
going letter concludes, and by which, men

arc
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are enabled to fhelter themlfelves, cven
from the coxvictiox, which RrRevELA-
tiox is fiited to impart, 1 doubt not, but
I fhall be able to defend the principles
I bave advanced, as clearly againft the
objection to their confequences, as againft

the other to their origin.

Fach objettion, may perhaps upon a
hafty and f{uperficial view, appear to be
as weighty and valuable as gold. But
when both are put into the oppofite {cale,
to be tried with it, they will both be
found in the balance of truth, totally de-
ficient in their [pecific gravities, and con-

fequently of no 1intrinfic value.

For, firft, 1 not only moft readily grant,
that no #ranny or cruelty In a governor,
can poflibly be justiriep; fo likewile I
maintain, that the principres, which I have
advanced, have not the remoteft tendency,
towards any attempt, at it’s juflification ;—

but



( 127 )

but on the contrary, that they in the ftrongeft .

manner pronounce their condemnation.

I admit indeed, that from thofe priN-
cipLEs, 1t lollows, that UNIVERSAL
OBEDIENCE to the government, of what-
ever nature 1t be, whether it be admi-
niltcred by the wuncontrouled wirt of
ONE MAN, of a FEw, or of MANY ;—
or it be fhared 1n any proportions, between
ONE, a FEw, and MANY,—IS EQUALLY,
the puty of the governed. And, however
the propofition, when thus plainly and wn-
equrvocally ftated, may appear to fome; vyet
certainly, it is not only virTtuaLLy, but
allo positivery admitted by avri, who
allow, that an ABSOLUTE UNCONTROULA-
BLE POwEeR, muft exift soMEwWHERE, In
EVERY STATE. [or, amongit all the airy
vifions, and meteorous corufcations, which
are continually gliding through the politi-
cal atmofphere, of this floating Ifland ;—
THIS POSITION, has never, within the

fphere of my remembrance, been denicd.
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It being as felf-evident, at lealt as any
propofiticn can be, that without fuch an
A3soLUTE power, not only, no conititution

could be of any long duration, but that
it could not even for a moment, fubfifi.

For, if a government was even {o abfurd-
ly conflituted, that the peEorrLE wecre un-
der X OBLIGATION tO OBEY a law,
Trri,—~—it had been PrROPOSED t0 EVERY
difinét, cly, town, willage, and parifh, of
a wide extended empire, and had been
APPROVED,—by the »ajoriTy of arL
the inhabitants,—men, women, and children,—
tuis would not in the fmallift degree 1~-
VALIDATE my coNcLUsioN. Nay, the
pofition would remain equally {rue, were
cven, fo abfurd, a conftitution of govern-
ment to exift,—as the following,—which
is perbaps ftill more abfurd, than the fore-
going ;—-viz. that the majority of the people,
—men,—women,—and children, (and what
could the moft ardent lovers of rLiBerTY

and repuBLicaNisM wifh for more) fhould
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in every diftriét, city, town, village, and parifi,

have a RrRiGcHT to REsisT every law, which
they do not approve, the very firfl time,
1t was atlemptied to be executed, after it had
been pafled; and it is to ome or other of
thefe assurpiTiEs, ALL the plans of po-
liticians in this enlightened age, viLTIMATE-
LY TEND. For even then, there must
be an UNCONTROULABLE ABSOLUTE POW-
ER, fomewhere EXxISTING 1n the srarTg,
notwithftanding the legiflative power chief-
ly refided (as no doubt it ought) in the
very dregs of the people, (as they have been
snadvertently .called by {ome, who have the
profoundeft veneration for their judgment,)
and who in that cafe, would indeed be
the enlightened legiflators of fuch a confli-
tution. But I fay, that even then, for
fear, that the people,—after they had once
given their confent to a law, which had
been pafled, for which, they had #ien a

rRicHT to be alked,~fhould afierwards rE-
sIsT that wvery law, which they had #hen

R N B
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~o ricuT to difobey,—the conflitution,
mufl lodge, fome UNCONTROULABLE POWEK
soOMEWHERE, or, the government in f{uch

a cafe, would be INSTANTLY DISSOLVED.

Should fuch a blefled form of government
as this, which now only exifts in the fub-
I:me f{peculations of modern politicians, be
once reduced to prattice,—then 1ndeed
would be realized, that beautiful picture,
feen by fome, in their mental eye, (“ whilf?
“m a fine phrenfy rolling,”) of the go-
vernment, of arr, by arr. Oh glorious
Ara! enviable ftate! which fome 1n their
rapturous vifions {ee, near at hand! For
how much fuperior, both in happinefs, and
duration, would it be even to that rirTH
MON ARCHY,—which,—their foretathers like-
wile, 1n vifions, faw—/faft approaching. But
which, luckily for their delcendants,—who
entertain the moft rooted averfion, to the
very aame Of a MONARCHY,—Is 70t yet
come; and of which, to their great joy,

they have now 7m0 expeflation.
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But however, ‘till the commencement of
that other illuftrious epoch, for which, the
greateft and f{ageft politicians of this age,
are f{o devoutly wilhing; whatever may
‘be the Numeer of the people, whether
FEW or MANY, who, not being by the
CONSTITUTION, velied In any participation
of the row:r, of MakiNg or ExEcu-
TING the laws,—fhall notwithflanding, take
upon themfeives t0 DETERMINE,—WHAT
raws they will osEv, and wHAT, THEY
wiLr NoT, they certainly (whatever their
phylical power may be) affume a powir
in the [tate, to which they bhave no ricuT.
Becaufe they both annihilate the govern-
ment, and revert into a flafe of nature.
IFor by fuch a conduti, they difclaim the
ricuT of the COVERNOR Or GOVERWNORS
to commanp, and if, me or they, to
whom the power of making and execcuting
the laws 1n the ftate be mtrulted, rxexr-
cist his or their ricut, and bpuTy, In
the attempt to 1nrorce them, meet with

R o RESISTANCE,
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RESISTANCE,~the people who arrogated
the power to themielves, to which they
had no RricuT, are certainly in the eye
of truth and reafon the criminars, and

not the LEcisiAToRs and GOVERNORS,—
as 1s the fafhionable opinion of the day,
in oppofition even to common {enfe.

For, let us even fuppofe a cafe, in
which, the people #nt the laws which
they refule to obey, to be very contrary
to the general happinefs, of the f{ociety,
for which the government was inftituted;
and let them 1n reality be ever fo much
Jo. Now, though the legiflator can not
be justiFiep, in Mmaking fuch a law,
reference being made to the laws of wir-
fue, morality, or religion: Yet when enaél-
ed, he has, from the very nature, e¢ffence,
and principles of government, a RIGHT to
iNFORCE them. Neither can RESISTANCE
in the {fubjefls, reference being had to the
laws of virfue and religion, be jusTIFIED.

Becaule,
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Becaufe, from the sawme NATURE oOf g0o-
vernment, THEY are BOUND to obey them.
Both parties indeed, would in fuch a cale, be
guilty and AMENABLE to the Laws of Gob ;
wherever, I mean, thofe laws, have been made
known, both to the legiflator, and the people.
And as it 1s the rehance, which each party
has on it’s own power, to fubdue the other,
which when uNRrREsTRAINED by RELIGION,
can ever induce either party to MAKE
AN APPEAL TO THE SwoORD, when any
difference in opinion, occurs between the
governor and the governed,—NoTHING,
can more EFFECTUALLY EVINCE the 1m-
PORTANCE and NECESSITY of ReLicionw,
to the suppo’T of CIVIL GOVERNMENT.
It's aid being we {ee, INDISPENSABLY
REQUISITE for the INSTRUCTION, BOTH
of the governors, and the governed, In
THEIR puTy; and for the fupply of both
with HIGHER PRINCIPLES, and more FOR-
c1BLE MOTIVEs, to {ubdue their paffions,
and to regulate their refpeétive condutl to

each other; by susjucarince the bDE-
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siREs of BoTH PARTIES, to the wrrL
of Gop. Reverencsz, therefore for the
DEITY and OBEDIENCE tO HIS REVEAL-
ED 1rLAwsS, and a SACRED ATTENTION (O
ALL the »MEaxs, which reap to {uch an
evDp, are both the great ceMEeNT In
EVERY PART, and the GRAND KEY-STONE
In the wHOLE rrRAME Of civiL GOVERN-
MENT. Becaule, 1t 1s evident, that with-
out the controul of religion, there i1s no
power to curb the pespoTic wiILL of the
GovERNOR, but, the fear of the webellion
of the fubjefls; and allo, that, WITHOUT
1T’Ss INFLUENCE, NO RESTRAINT remains
upon the sTILL MORE LICENTIOUS WILLS
OF THE suBjJECTs, when, all dread is
removed from them, of the ab:lity of the

ruler, to controvl. 1n either cale,

is plucked irom curb’d lcence,
The muzzle of reftraint, and the wild dog
Shall flefh his tooth on every 1nnoceant.

This
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T/is concLusion, you perceive, Sir,
not only flows direaly and uninterrupted-

ly from the foregoing prEmisis; but
likewife as you will find, aucceffarily

gives
rife t0 OTHER STREAMS OF KNOWLEDGE,
with the sources of which, you feem at
prefent to be unacquainted; as they are
certainly not to be dilcovered, by any di-
rettions, which have been pointed out by
Myr. Locke. But, as thele more properly be-
long to ANO1T1{ER PART OF OUR ENQUIRY,
and wiLL, in THAT, be evidently dif-
cernible; I {fhall now feize this opportu-
nity, of leaving you for a time to your lucu-
brations, that you may, if you choofe /o
to employ the interval, MEDITATE upon
this mosT varuvarre, and confequently
moflt imporTANT Of ALL suBjECTs, which
can etther {olicit man’s attention, or engage
his enquiry.
I am, Sit,

Yours, &c.

LETTER
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L ETTE R VIL

SR,

S, from the little knowledge I have

of human nature, I apprehend, it
to be moit probable, that you have rather
been endeavouring to find fome broken
link in the chain, by which my foregoing
premiies and conclufions are united, than
to difcover, what other links will natural-
ly append to 1t, I fhall i1n this letter, adapt
myfelf precifely to fuch a meditation. For
though I have not the fmalleft apprehen-
fion of your difcovery, of a flaw in that
concatenation, yet 1 doubt not, but you

imagine,
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imagine, thdt you have an inftrument withs
in your reach, by which you fhall be able

to fhatter, the whole chain, into a thou-
fand fragments.

For, I apprehend, that yodu are ready
to oppofe to thefe principles, and conclu-
fions, that fophilm, 1f I may be allowed
the expreflion, *“mullics decies repetitum ™
with little varidtion in form;—viz.—* that,
““as the wvery end, for which government
“ was inftituted; was the general happinefs
“of the fociety, it is therefore abfurd to
 fuppofe, that the majoriTY can be dound
“to osEY thole commands, laws, and in-
« {titutions, to which, they have not by fome
“ means or other, given their affent, which
«js the unarienaBrLeE RricuT of arr
“ MANKIND:"

But, Sir, bé pleafed to confider, that it
is upon the ¢ruth of the 7wo following

S POSITIONS, .
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POSITIONS, that ALL GOVERNMENT WHAT-

SOEVEP was ORIGINALLY founded.

Firft, that the mMuLTITUDE, are ~o7
the BEST JUDGES, of what, w:ill moft con-
duce even to their own individual, much

lefs therefore, to the general bappinels of

a {ociety.

And fecondly, that, if, they courp dif-
cover the »MEaNxs, to this GREAT END;—
they would not voruxTaRrRILY impofe
upon themlelves, thofe refiraints which are
neceffary for it’s attainment.

The truth of the rirst of thefe pofi-
tions, is euvident from hence,~—that the bulk
of the people, can neither fpare a fufhci-
ent portion of time, to allot to 7efledtion,

nor confequently therefore have the requi-
fite opportunity, for the acquifition of that
portion of reafon, underflanding, and wifdom,
which is ablolutely neceflary, for the fe-

leclion,
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leclion, of the propereff mEeans’ fo ‘that
END, out of a great wariety of circimftan-
ces,—~whofe GENERic, and sPECIFIC DIF-
FERENCES, can 7ot be afcertained, without
much clofenefs of attention, and exatinefs
of difcrimination. For {urely, recisra-
tioN confidered as a science, at leaft
requires as good ABILITIES for 1t's AcqQui-
SITION as any other science; and when
confidered as an arT, demands as jabi-
(ual an application, and /il for it’s prac-

TICE, aS any 0iher ART.

The truth of the fecond propofition, is
not lefs evident than that of the firlt. For,
were the multitude, capable of diflingui/h-
ing, what zs moft conducive to THEIR GE-
NERAL GOODj; UpPONn WHAT PRINCIPLE,
I befeech you, could they be 1xpucep
to CHOOSE 1t, In preference, to the mme-~
diate gratification of fome defire, inclination,

and paffion, efpecially when,—as in the cafe
fuppofed,—~there was no expellation of any

S 2 punifhment,
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punifhment, or controul whatfoever, to
force it? Will you fay,—they might de-
rive fufficient motives from the Laws orF
VIRTUE, or of MmorariTy. But, before you
can maintain this,—you muit bave totally
fergotten, what, has been already fully pro-
ved,—that %ed fuch a pofition as this, been

originally admitted, as the just princple
of aLL government, viz:—that the people,
cucHT elther to make, or, when made, give
¢herr approbation to the rLaws, before they
fhould be obliged to osey them; then,—
NO SUCH LAWS a5 THOSeE Of VIRTUE,
COULD EVER have been DiscovERED by
human reafon, for the regulation of hu-
man condutt. For, it has been clearly
fhown, that THEv, are all built, upon the
EXPERIENCE, which 1s derived from the
UTILITY Of GOVERNMENT, Il COMPEL-
Li1NG the multitude, to sacriFice the gra-
tification of their privaTe, inclinations,
and serrisa paffions, to the GENERAL
bappinefs of the societry; and, that from

thence,
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—

-thence, thefe ceNeraL raws of VIRTUE
and MORALITY, WEIE DEDUCED; tO COm-
prehend, within the bonds of their obli-

gatlon, ALL MANKIND.

If however, you will rejeld this [fyflem of

mine, as too novel for your appetite, and
will go back to the old {yltem of any other
writer, upon the oriciN of MoRAL o=~
LicaTioN; you will find;—that your ar-
gument, by * proving too much,—proves no-
“thing.” For, if the laws of wirtue and
moralily, are able to inpuck the mulu-
tude to facrifice upon all occafions, their
OWNn PRIVATE GRATIFICATIONS to the
puBLIc GooD,~then 1t follows,—that alf
cvil  government, 1s altogether unneceflary,
and ulelefs, either to the guidance, or re-
ftraint of men’s volitions, and inclinations.
Whereas to produce this ¢rReEaT EnbD, was
really the soLE rurprosiE of -17’s FIRsT

-
INSTITUTION,

Will
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Will you then maintain, that however
Jalfe, fuch a pofition wourp have been
Jormerly; yet as Gop has been pleafed to
REVEAL HIS WILL, to ALL mankind, there
can be no objettion to the admiffion of
stcH a PRINCIPLE of government now;
becaule, curisTiaNITY, fupplies aLL MEN,

with 2 SUFFICIENT MOTIVE tO SUCH a
condué&t ?

If ifs, fhould be your argument; per-
mit me to remind you; firfl, that, as
chriftianity {upplies motives, equally efficaci-
ous to the governors, as to the goterned;
by perity of #eaforing, there is much lefs
neceffity Now, to admit the people into
any participation of the legiflative power,—
than there was formerly; becaule there is
now therefore by your own conieflion, an
additional reflraint upon the TYRANNY oOf
GOVERNORS. And cHRISTIANITY, certain-
ly does mot {upply the people, with Zhat
inowledge, which 1is mnece/flary for making

CHANGES
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CHANGES In governments; though, ¢ fur-
nithes them, with that wifdom, which is re-
quifite, for THEIR OBEDIENCE O govern-
ors. For it even gives us, particular

caution, “to BEwaARE of TnrOsE,—who

““are GIVEN tO CHANGE.”

Secondly, had you been aware of the

confequences, which jfollow from this argu-
ment,—they would have made you * flart

“afide, like a broken bow.” TFor {uch an
argument, by the f{ubftitution of another
principle, inftantly deprives the people of
thewr clavm, to a fhave in the legiflation,—
upon the pere divinum plea,—of naTU-

RAL RIGHT.

Thirdly, if, becaunfe, God has vouchfafed
to flruél man in his duty, we are there-

fore according to your fyflem of logic, to

conclude, that ALL MEN WILL NECESSA-
RILY UNDERSTAND, and PRACTISE It;

‘this happens unfortunately to you, to be

a
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a conclulion, which daily experience contra-
ditts, from the wery evidence of your own,
. and your friends condutt. For, though
the chrniftian religion inculcates 1nto it’s vo-
taries, univerfal susxisstox to rulers, there
is not a day pafles over ocur heads, In
which, either yow, or fome of your afloci-
ates, do not contradi€t this, by inculcating,
NOT OBEDIENCE, DUt RESISTANCE to go-
vernment, -as the GRAND DUTY, of sus-

JECTS.

But, if this conclufion, were not even
thus arreconcileable with Fact;—yet, mark
well, 1 beleech you,—what fhll muff be,
the melancholy tendency of it’s confequences.
For though, certainly fuch a conclufion;
might be produtlive of the moff imPOR-
taxTt benefits, by raifing a ftorm, which
would exTIRPATE every roof, and branch,
of our RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENT; &
“ confummation, by you, (no doubt,) devout-
“ly to be wifhed;” yet unluckily,—it would

in
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in it's fury,—~hurry away with it likewife,
—every timber, brick, and f{tone of every
diffenting minifter’s meeting-houfe in the
whole world.

For, admitting this dofirine to be true;
it would then be an att of robbery, in
every munifier of every denomination, to de-
mand contributions, any more, than (fithes
from their congregations. Or at leaft, it
would be but a fwindling trick, in them,
to cozen their congregations out of their
money, by pretending,—to fel/ them a com-
modity, of which they wecre in full poflef-

fion, without the payment for it, even of
a {ingle doit.

I . have fome conlolation however, in
thinking, that how frequently foever, fuch
“a dottrine as this, I am now combating,
may be advanced ;—that it arifes only from
the laudable motive, of rendering our pRE-

SENT CIVIL and RELIGIOUS ESTABLISH-

T MENT
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MENT CONTEMPTIBLE, in the eyes of
IT's suvBjEcTs; and by thefe means, ex-
couraging them, as far as can be done,
with fafely, to overturn it, and bury it’s

dotirines, and 1t’s minifters, 1n the ruins.

For, I cannot think, that ‘even vov,
Sir, and then 1t is impoffible to conceive,
that anvy oxEe Ersg, would be willing to
put fuch a doéirine, to the only fure tieft
of 1t’s truth—experience. That 1s to
fay,—to try,—whether the multitude,—(I
mean,)—not only barely the majoriiy, but
an almoft infinite number above a majori-
ty, (for if a majority has a ricHT, 2
fortworz, a larger number has {hll more
7ighf, tO JMAXE 1AWS) areé not BEST
QUALIFIED, to ENACT LAws for the ge-

neral happinels; and whether, they will

Nnot MOST READILY OBEY them, when, all
temporel penalizes are removed; and no-
thing remains to inforce them, but merely
the more remole influence of religious fanc«

10115,
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¢gions, TFor it fhould feem, that the Nai;-
onal Affembly of France, even in thetr muL-
TipLiciTy of ExPERIMENTS, all founded,
upon the REVERsE of every conclufion,
deduced from experience of the nature of
man, have not yet advanced quite. fo far,
as to try (lhs; as they have neither giv-
en at prefent, a majoriTYy of the rEo-
PLE, & RIGHT Of MAKING LAWS, noOr
even Of CHOOSING REPRFSENTATIVES.
Yet Ttuey have in referve, a much more
powerful engine of their own contrivance,
to ENFORCE OBEDIENCE, than as (they
think, ANy REVELATION FROM GOD, can
poflibly be;—you already guels that I mean,
—~—their intended frame of infirtutes,—for

the epucaTioN of a cITIZEN.

'T:ll therefore, the legiflators of ofher
nations are become even wifer, than thole
enlightened ones in France, who bave dil-
covered REVEALED RELIGION O be a

JEsT,~and INJUSTICE tO be NO VICE ;.
T 2 and
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and that PILLAGE, ROBBERY, MURDER,
and SACRILEGE, are the FrOUR CARDI-
~varL virTues; the fubjells of other na-
tions, muft be content to oBeY the lgws,
of their relpeltive governments, though they
fhould not happen to enaff them. Nay,
though they fhould, even chance to think,
that a law does mof contribute to the
greateft general happinefs ;—they are ({iill
bound to obedience,—from a prRINCIPLE,
which 1s the foundation of arLL covEerx-
MENT, and therefore paramount to all other
confiderations. For where ever, a legifla-
{ure exifts, though it be compoled of fal-
iible men, it follows, from the very defini-
¢won of the term, that 7z has a rght to
MAKE, and the execufive power, hasa RiGHT
to enforce fuch laws, as feem to THEM,
beft calculated to produce the gemeral hap-
pinels: and fubmiffion to them, is the pu-
v of arr the SUBJECTS. 1THIs 1s a
PRINCIPLE Of UNIVERSAL OBLIGATION,
which 15 common to arLr raws, from the

VERY
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vERY ESSENCE of the thng, whether, they

are laws made by the legiflature of a par-

ficular {tate,—whether, they are the raws
of wirtue, or of moralily, deduced by men’s

reafoning faculties, or Jfanflioned by the

REVELATION, Of an INFALLIBLE LEGIS-
LATOR.

Strange, and almoft nconcervavle, as the
foregoing pofition may appear, to many at
firft fight; yet, 1t is in faél, not only
perfedlly intelligible, but likewile wvery eafily
proved. For, were wmdividuals leit to them-

felves to determine, when even thofe gene-
ral laws, of morality and religion, fhould
be obeyed, and when not; many,—or all,
—cven perhaps of THEM, would NoTt Ae-
PEAR to be always conducive to the ge-
neral good. On the contrary, it would ap-
pear to the fallible optics of the wifeft

men, that GREATER GooOD In pariicular
cales, might arife from the non-obfervance,

than from afling in conformity to them.
But
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- But why then, it may be alked, did

men deduce fuch gemeral laws, and reduce
them into a fyftem of morality, and why
IS UNIVERSAL OBEDIENCE to them re-
quired? For how then, can fuch a re-

quifition, be for the general good 2

The anfwer, 1s, plain, and obvious and
even familiar. Becaufe, though more ap-
parent good, might even arife, from a
Nox-coMPLIANCE Wwith them, in {ome par-
ficular cafes; yet, were a permiffion given
to each individucl, to judge for himfelf,
when, obedience to them, was proper, and
when not; fuch a permiliion, would be in
effeil, an aBrocaTtiox of them as raws,
and would often zuthorize the perpetra-
tion of murder, adultery, robbery, and
every fpecies of injultice, for the preven-
Zzon of which, they were, iIn ALL CASES
intended,

Precifely
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Precifely therefore, for the fame reaflon
alfo, 1t 1s, that fuck a permiffion can not
be granted to fubjefls; which, is not on-
ly contended for as a theoretical truth, but
DEMANDED as the NATURAL UNALIENA-
sLE RrRicuT of man, and of the prrac-
Tick  of which, through all it's confequences,
it 1s afhirmed to be an a&f of wmjuflice, cru-
elty, oppreffion, and {yrannny in any govern-
ment, to deprive any, even the lowelt, of
1t’'s members. For 1f it were, the raws
of the statEe, would likewile, 1n this cale,
as the laws of wiriue in the former, be
effett  anxnNuLLED,—government would be
diffolved ;—men would again fall into that
very [flate of wnature, and of awnarcuy,
which involves them in infinitcly more mi-
{ery, than, the very worsT rorm of ci-
VIL GOVERNMENT, Can POSSIBLY PRO-

DUCE.

Hence then it follows, that if an hu-
man legillature, even enjorns it’s {ubjefls,

cither
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either to om any attion, of which, by
the lzws of wiriue, or religion, the omiffion
appears to them, to be wrong; or com-
mands them to gerform fome attion, which
when brought to the lame TEsT, appears
to them to be vicious Or WICKED; it
doecs not then become their puty to 7e-
[fift and rebel, but they are bound QUIET-
Ly to fubmit to the Ilofs of the f{eeming
good, -however great it might be, which
they would ‘have obtained, by a compliance
with the laws; or to any other inconveni-
ence or pain, which they might fuftain,

in confequence of difobedience. Exally, as
in all other cafes whatloever, where we

would regulate our conduét, by the rules
of wirfue or morality, whenever any plea-
{fure, or feeming advantage, might be ob-
tained by the grafification of the Ppassi-
oxs, fuch pleafure and advantage, muf} be
facrificed, to the laws of wvirfue, and religion.

However wrong therefore, a legiflature
tnay be in enalling fome laws, yet, the
people
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people are ftill bound to obey them, unlefs
fuch laws are deftruttive of {ome particu-
lar confhiutron, by making a breach in the
compall, between the coverNED and the
GOVERNORs, In that PARTICULAR FORM
of government; and for which breach, that
VERY CONSTITUTION bhas PROVIDED a

REMEDY, Dy AUTHORISING in fuch cafes,

the PEoPLE’s DIsBOEDIENCE. But a 7e-
fufal ol obedience in the fubjells, to the
acts of the rLegiscLaTure, much more
refiftance or rebellion, muft be 1n aLL
OTHER CASES, at ALL TiMmEs, offences of
the moft complicated guilt, and crimes of
the deepelt dye. Ior, the magnitude of the
guwlt, muft not only be eftimated,—by the
uncontroulable wviolence of the passions, in
the firft, and more immediate agents;—but
alfo, by the number, and heinoulnefs of
the crimes, of which, they are only med:-
alely, or even remolely the caufes ;—and
likewile by the upmeafurable inundation
of evils,—which, ifluing forth from both

19) thele
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thefe fources,—raging in a refiftlefs torrent,
—muft" neceflarily overwhelm the = whole

kingdom,—in - ruin, and defolation.

So truly i¢rfling, falfe and fophiftical,
{and T fhould add contemptible, but for
fcar of giving you offence) are thefe ax-
cuMENTS, and AL otHERS likewile, which,
are founded upon the f{andy, or rather
undifcoverable foundation, of the NaTU-
RAL RIGHTS OF MEN. Notwitbﬁanding
therefore, the NATiIoNAL ASSEMBLY OF
Fraxce, have advanced  tuE>M,  as the
FIRST PRINCIPLES OF ALL GOVERNMENT,

in their DECLARATION OF RIGHTS,

YWhich. now to feafe, and oow to nonf{enfe., leanin
’ ) ’ ’

Mean not, but blunder round about, a meaning.

r,

and though, ‘even the propLE have saxc-
TIONED ceites lanternes, by the penalty of
the lantern poft; yet, the venerable mino-
rity of that moiley body, enlifted under

the
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the banners of rReason, muft ever brand

them with reprobation, and rejett them with
contempt.

To our moft fincere wifhes, and hopes,
therefore, may we not add allo, our firm
truft, and confidence, that thefe “ unfubfian-
“ Lial pageants,” called NATURAL RiGHTS,
are now “diffolved,” and will bc no longer

blown wilh refllefs vi:lcnce
round about the pendant world.

~That you, may have time, by confidering
what has been already faid, to form the

fame hope, breathe the fame wifh, and at-
tain to the {ame truft and conhdence,—I

fhall conclude this letter, remaining
Sir,

Yours, &c,

U 2 LETTER
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L ETTZE R VIL

-

Sz,

HOPE you have had now f{uflicient

leifure, moft maturely to weigh, the
words, NATURAL RIGHTS, and to exile
them for ever from your mind, to the
regions of nonlenfe; where only they
could have their birth, from the union of
ERROR, with axarcry. For, 1if thofe,
which are called R1GHTS were NATURAL:
—then coverNMENT would be vunwna-
TURAL. And if all men claim 1t, as their
NATURAL RIGHT (O DO AS THEY PLEASE,

NO GOVERNMENT CAN POSSIBLY EXIST.
The
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The only queftion therefore, which a
fubjeét can alk himfelf, under any srEeciEs
OF GOVERNMENT, IS #nof, what RIGHTS
thould, I wisu to have, and therefore may

claim as INDEFEASIBLE ;—but,—

Firft, waaT aAre the ricuTts,—to which,
«—1 am entitled, by the constiTUTION Of
the government, under which, I live,

Secondly, whether, {fuch others, as I {hould
wifh to bhave~wouLD b€ COMPATIBLE
with the prelent pariscular wicuTs, and

general wifhes and welfare of my fellow
{ubjetits. |

Thirdly, whether I, and thole who en-
tertain the fame inclinations, and opini-
ons with mylelf,—are fiZely to obtain them
from the iegiflature, without pisTurBIxG,
—the TRANQUILITY,—PEACE,~and HaAP-

pINESsS,—of the {ociety?

¥or,
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For, the GENERAL HAPPINESS of the
wHoLE kingdom, 1s certainly the craxbp
exp, to which, every lzw fhould tend;
even wmore invariably, than the needle, when
touched by the loadllone, does attually
turn towards the pole. Where, therefore,
under any conititution of government, the
legiflature enats any law, which can m-
part a coop, to fome, which they did nos
before enjoy, or remove from them, lome
INCONVENIENCE, which they before {ui-
tained,—without susjectiNng the reft, to
INJURY Or INCONVENIENCE :—{fizr¢,—the

government 1s IMPRQVED.

In fuch a cafe, however, the legiflature,
fhould moft cautioufly attend, to the wvery
wide diftance, there 1is, between the RrE-
stovaL of an aflual pain, or pofitive in-

convenience; and the coxrerrinc of

NEVW POWER.,

for,
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For, to the former, a man may be f{aid

to have fome claim, from the laws of mo-
rality, and religion. 7o the other, he can
not pretend, to fet up even any moral plea
whatfoever; but there may be not only
many political, and conftitutional, but like-
wife even fome moral objetlions againfl it.
So likewife; even in the removal only of
pain, or fome politive inconvenience, the
legiflature, fhould not only attend to the
:mmediate, but alfo, to the remoter confe-
quences, which may refult from 1t; as to
the probable converfion of the freedom

from pasT RESTRAINT, Into the acquifi-

tion of FUTURE POWER.

For no argument, can poflibly be- more
ablurd, or contradittory, in auny fet of men,
even, fuppefing thc fall to be irue, upon
which they build 1t; than to pretend,—
that they have a claam to any luch indul-
gent relaxation, of the rigour of the laws,

—becaufe, whilft they were under this 7e-

flrant,
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Jiraint,—they were quief and peaceable fub-
je€ts.  As s, only proves, that the laws
had anf{wered the purpole, for which they
were enallted: viz. that of making quiet
fubjefls of thofe,—who were reftlels and
refratiory, before -the pafling of thole laws.
But, BECAUSsE, it was for the wvery purpofe
of producing this effed?, that the reftraini
was layed ‘upon them;—roR THAT VERY
reafon—their pafl leyalty and obedience, un-
der fuch circumilances, however great they
might have been,~—can 7ot pofﬁbly, be any
PLEDGE, or secURITY for their future
condufl,—when,~—that VERY RESTRAINT,—

fhould be REMOVED.

A more ample, and indifputable illuftra-
tion, and confirmation, of the #uth of
thele obfervations, can nof be given,—than
that,—with which, you yourfelf have been
fo kind as to fupply us, in your twelith -

letter, page 122.
For
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For there you fay, “time was when
“ (the Church of England) pretended, to
“ fear where no fear was, and being then
““ vicorous,—her cries were heard, as the
“voaring of a lLon. Of late, fhe has
“BEEN SO TFEEBLE, that, we oNLY
““ AMUSE OURSELVES WITH THEM, and
“now the DANGER 1s 7cally TRANSFER-

“ RED FROM US, tO THEMSELVES.

Now, what does, this very plain, and
explicit declaration, amount to,—BUT THIS
very kind information,—that we were roous,

to take away the peml laws, againﬁ' you,
and your friends; for, that vov, having

now acquired power,—notwithftanding all

your pretences to liberality of {entiment,
and chriftian charity ;=—to loyalty to ‘the

King, and love to your Country ;—notwith-
~ flapding your claim to a monopoly of all the
wifdom and woirtue in the kingdom,—~—wiLL
eagerly feize every opportunity, (and you
go-on, to point out the opportunities, - which

=- X will
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will - be afforded) of usinc that very
POowER,—t0 the DEsTRUcTION oOf vyour

truly liberal, and generous benefafiors.

Permit me however, from -REArL TEN-
DERNESS, to you, and your friends;—do
not ftart;—you may venture to believe it
without hefitation, for my conduét has been
always firm and manly towards them; (the
open oppofer of their opinions and doc-
trines,—but more than once a cordial friend,
and warm advocate for the men who held
them,) to recommend to you, more caution,
not only in your declarations of your fu-
ture intentions,—but ltkewile,—in your pre-
Jent conflant exhibitions, of your rooted pre-
judices ;—your bigotted animofity,—and your
unchriftian hatred,—to the Church of Eng-
land,—it’s doilrines,—and it's miniflers. Per-
[fecuting the latter as you do,—which 1s, as
far as you can,—in their literary fame,—
wherever, you can get the command of a

periodical publication,—however lberal they

may
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may be 1In their f[entiments, towards al/
other fetts. Mifreprefenting likewile, thofe
who affociate with you, from principles. of
hiberality, and of chriftian charity,—as court-
ing your company, for the fake of inflruc-
tion,—and as leaving the fociety, of their
bigotted ‘brethren of the efltablilhment,—
from their predileftion, -for ‘the more en-

larged. fentiments of your {feti.

Remember, Sir, that the rion of the
forelt, allo, does not always rvar,—but
may fometimes condeflcend’ to-{uffer, fome
of the lower tribes of animals, (even per-
haps fome of that {pecies, which moft re-
femble, and moft delight in imitating men,)
to play around him,—admit them into fome
familiarity,—prote€t them from their moft
ferocious enemies,~—and divert himfelf with
their gambols,—though they fhould be ex-
preflive only of their vanity, and their
weaknefs. But 1if, from this 1ndulgence,
they, growing bold, and petulant, fhonld

X2 miftake,
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miftake his gentlepefs for f{upinenefs,—and
his meeknefs for indifference,—and once
more roufing him from his repofe,—he
does but begin to fhake his fhaggy mane,
and utter his deep-toned roar,—they would
inftantly be firuck aghaft with horror,—and
in a moment, [cramble away to the firlt
cover they could find, {mall. enough, to
hide them, from his awakened fury, and
tremendous {trength.

let us lay afide metaphor, and re-
turn to the {ubjetl, more 1mmediately be-
fore us. When, ggain, the executive and
legiflative powers, GIVE uPp any power,
with which by the conftitution, they hap-
pen to be entrufied,—and of which, they
are conicious,—:he wmarriness of the so-
CIETY, d0 not REQUIRE the EXERCISE;
—becaule the exerfion of it, could only
ferve to the gratification of the paffions,
of thofe, in whom thole powers are lodg-
ed,—who bave their weakneffes and fraillies

in



in common with all other men:—in ha
cale likew:ife,—therc 1s,—we fay,—an alte-
ration in the government, and a reforma-
tion in the conflitution. The urmosT cARE,
and cauTtioN however, muft alfo be ufcd

On SUCH AN OCCASION, In every confli-

tution, where, the legiflature, confifls of
DIFFERENT BRANCHES ;—to PREVENT the

powER, which may thus be surRRenDER-
Ep by one of them, from being TrAaNs-
FERRED t0 ANy, or aLL of the ornErs.
For where this 1s the conlequence,—the
balance of the conftitution,—inftead of be-

ing amended,—may be totally deflroyed.

In any fuch cafes likewile,—where,
the governors of the f{tate, do _not of
their own accord, pals {uch laws,—the go-
verned may under a// the various forms,
of different conflitutions,—perhaps, without
any breach, either of their moral duly, or
their obedience as [ubjells,—petition for alte-
rations ;—provided, they do fo, with thas

refpect,
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refpe@, which i1s always due from fubjeéls,
to the fupreme power in every ftate ;—and
quietly susmit, if, zhat power think dif-
ferently from them,—as to the propriIETY,
of graniing, the objefls of their petitions.
For, from 1t’s dectfion, there can not pof-
fibly be, under any government, anNvy
LAWFUL APPEAL; nor even from it’s ER-
RORs, and it’'s PREJUDICES,. any RIGHT=-

FUL REDRESS.

Very unacceptablie, and even difagreeable
no doubt, mult TuHESE TRUTHS appear to
thofe of our modern political innovators,~—who
miftake every popular, propoled alteration,
for an excellent reformation, In a con-
flitution ;—which is,—and long has been,
an objectt of admiration,—to fome fiates,
and of envy,—to others.—To thofe, who
deem an edifice to be Increaling in beau-
ty, the nearer it approaches, to a mere
exhibition of ruins.—To thofe, who fired by

their own enthufialm, conceive every fuggel-
tion
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tion of fancy, to be an objelt of expe-
rience.—To thole, who more lukewarm in
themfelves, but heated by mixing in fre-
quent crouds, receive from, and communi-
cate, the flame of their prejudices, and
their paffions, to each other.—To thofe,
who however really ignorant they are,
yet by a conftant reciprocation of flattery,
believe themlelves to be irradiated with
{fupereminent light, and to be poffefled of
the utmoft ftore of knowledge.—To thofe,
who not being often admitted under vault-
ed roofs, miftake the reverberations of
their own voices within, for fhouts of
approbation, from crouds, without.—To thofe,
who,—becaule hundreds of men, of genu-
ine genius and learning, who live retired
in their rural fhades, content themlelves
only with delpifing their book-making, and
their pufing, (but not chhﬁng to en-
counter their virulence and abulfe, do not
reply to them) prefume therefore, from
the filence of thofe, who differ from them,

| that
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that their own opinions, are deemed, to
be, incapable of refutation.—To thofe,
who valuing themielves upon their art,—
cunning,—and addrels, though they have
not much knowledge of the world, and
fiill lefs of human nature, fancy, that the
real roushnefs, rudenels, and fercenels of
their dilpofitions, are not perceived, on
account of the fometimes affeéted {mooth-
nefls, foftnefs, and {ubtienefs of their out-
ward demeanor ;—and 1maginc that where
a {mile 1s forced, upon the rigid, unre-
Jaxing muicles of their mouths,—there can

be no fufpicion, of rancour, rankling in
the heart.

In all thefe,—~and fuch as thefe charac-
ters, however various may be their divi-
fions and fubdivifions,—however fimilar they
may ‘be in fome features,—and diflimilar
in others,—yet in arr of them,—no doubt,
—tHEsE TRUTHs will almoft equally ex-
cite difplealure, and perhaps exaftly in

proportion
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proportion to the f{trength of the argu-

ments 1n their {upport, exalperate - their
refentment.

Yet, though I am unwilling, to be the
caufe of pain to any one, and if I know
my own heart, never intend to excite it,
except, when, as I am now bound in du-
ty, for the promotion of the happinefs of
others :—of fo great importance, do I deem
thefe truths to be;—that fhort as this let-
ter is, 1 fhall here conclude it; that you,
and my other readers may have the more
time, ferioufly to confider, and accurately
to weigh them;—and attentively to fcru-

tinize into all the numerous,—and if neg-

le@ted,—dangerous, confequences,—which follow
in their train.

For, however the almoft facred name of
LIBERTY, may be ufed as the denomina-
tion, of the darling objeét of the difcon-

tented, under any form of government;
Y | it
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it is certainly very feldom fo employed,
but, as a ftalking-horfe; whilft in reality,
the rove of rpowker, lkulking behind 1,
affords men an opportunity of aiming at
the deftruftion of every thing, which,
whilft 1t exifls, obftrufls their felfifh inch-
nations, or by it’s extinftion, {upplies them,
with food for their prR1DE,~—their AVARICE,
—and their amMBITION.

O for that warning voice, which he who faw

“ Th’ Apocalyple, heard cry in beaven aloud.”

But 1f 7hat, be not any more permitted
to reach the ear of mortals; let Bri-
Toxs however, be warned by a voice
which now cries alovd, and [pares not, from
the oppofite thore. Which, bids the Sons of
ArBioN BEWARE, what experiments they
try upon their conftitution, either in church
or ftate ;—bids them BewarEg,—of the ras-
cinatiox from the well founding words,—
PHILOSOPHY,—ENLIGHTENED - TIMES,—~LI~

BERTY,—and NATURAL RIGHTS ;—left,—

inftead
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inftead of finding the rReTurN of a sae
TURNIAN REIGN,—they fThould fall a facri-
fice t0 AMBITION,~=PRIDE,~=IN]JUSTICE,w=
IGNORANCE,~—and BARBARIsM, marching
in the van;—or to,=FURY,~CRUELTY =

DESPOTISM,—SLAUGHTER,~—and DESOLA-
TiON, maddening in the rear.

f am, Si,

Yours, &c.

Y 2 LETTER
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LETTTETR IX

Sin,

i._ I AVING now, not only, I truft, to-

tally pEsTROYED every pLEa to the
cLarM of any privileges 1n fociety, from
the naturel ricuTs of men;—having allo,
I doubt not, for ever expelled the words
from any future admiflion, amongft the
¢erms, which appertain to the science of
rorLiTics ;—having likewife I hope, clear-
ly, and evidently traced, the oricin, and
PROGRESS of MORAL sciENcEk, through a
path, which though negleflied by all for-
mer wrlters,—was the only one, in which
they
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they ought to have proceeded;—and laftly,

—having pointed out the vaft care and
attention, with which, even any reforma-
tion ought to be made in Any sPEciEs
of covErRNMENT ;—1I1t feems to me, to be
very probable, that in future,~—for the
terms, NATURAL RIGHTS,—MORAL RIGHTS,
will in general be {ubfiituted. And per-
haps, If no cauTronNn were given to pre-
vent 1t; the LATTER words, might, at no
diftant time be ufed, as the rormMmER have
long been;—only as bugbears, to Inghten
every one, from wenturing to examine the
TRUTH oOr .FALSEHooD of any propofi-
tion, {o entitled; upon the {uppofition, that
ALL posiTtions which were so .cHarac-
TERISED, fad ¢ craim from EVERY ONE,

to an IMMEDIATE and UNHESITATING

ASSENT.

Thus perhaps for inftance, it will now
be urged,—that as I do, and muift admit,

that the GENERAL HarrInNEss of the pEo-

PLE,
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PLE, OUGHT to be the ruNDAMENTAL
PRINCIPLE Of EVERY GOVERNMENT,—
and that as I alfo allow, that there are
DIFFERENT FORMS of government, soMmE
of which, are furnifhed with BETTER

MEANs for that oNE GrREAT END, than
others ;—*¢ therefore,—the majoriTY, MUST

“at ALL TIMES, have a MORAL RIGHT
“to change, (for inftance) a conftitution,
¢« _which has intrufied an ARBITRARY
“ poweR, In the hands of onE MmaN,—

““ rorR oNE,—in which—a power {o lia-
““ ble to be abufed,—1s conTRrROULED,

“ cHECKED, and REGULATED.”

To prevent however, to the utmoft of

our power, ALL POSSIBLE ABUsSE of the
terms, “ MORAL RIGHTs,” by ufling them,
without HAVING IDEAS ANNEXED TO
TuEM,—it 1s neceflary to obferve; that
when they are applied to any gropofed
ALTERATION, In the INTERNAL GOVERN~
mMexT of a [flate, the expreflions,—mo-

RALLY
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RALLY RICHT,~—and POLITICALLY

RIGHT are, SYNONYMOUS.

For, TuAaT change can not be MORAL-
vy right, which 1s porLiTICALLY WRONG;
nor politically ricuT, which is MoRrALLY
WRONG. 1heé GENERAL HAPPINESS, BE-
iNG, the oNLY coMMON MEASURE of any
one, and the fame change;~—which, may
be by fome men, denoted in thefe different

manners.—The woRrbps therefore are only
different,—but the sense of both the ex-
preflions, 1s the saMme.

For, fhould any one deny this, and
fay, that it 1s very ealy to conceive, ma-
NY CHANGES In governments, ¥hich though
undoubtedly mMorarLrLy rricuT, would be
POLITICALLY WRONG :—If, we do but
advance one {tep further, and enquire, what
is to be underftood, by this pretended dif-
bnthwon:  we fhall find 1t to turn out, to
be nothing more,~—than 45 quibble ;—that

Jome



( 176 )

fome changes, may be conceived to be made
in governments, which at cerTa1N TIMES,
and under CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES,
might be MoRALLY RIGHT; Whieh, at
OTHER cerfain times, and under OTHER
cerimn  arcumflances,~—would be,—~roLITi-
carlLy WRONG. But then, fll it will be
found, that in THosE seasons, and on
THOSE OcCcAsioNs, WHEN they would be
MORALLY, they would allo, be roriTi-
caLLy mnght; and on the contrary, and
{o always interchangeably, that at TnoOSE
SEASONS, and upon THOSE OCCASIONS,
that they would be poriTicALLY,—they

would alfo be, MORALLY WRONG.

But in anfwer to the particular pofition
juft ftated; it muft be oblerved, that con-
fidering it, in the light, either of an
UNIVERSAL OF GENERAL PPOPOSITION, NO
one can poflibly be mMoreE FaLse; as
evidently follows, from EVERY PROOF,

which has been ALREADY ESTABLISHED.
But,
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But, that there may be cabEs suP-
rosED, In which, the people might law-
fully change an arbitrary form of govern-
ment, 1into a more limitted one, BECAUSE,
there Mmay BE casks, where, {uch an al,
would be no infringement of any man’s
RIGHT, nor occalion an ury to any man,

—I am ready to grant.

Thus for inftance, let us {uppole a cale,
in which, a tyrant, by death, or fome other
caufe of i1ncaracity, not only lets fall,
but can never be able again, to reflume
the reins of government ; and that the confii-
tution has not eftablifhed any f{ettled rule
of fucceflion. Here, the appointment of a
{ucceffor, being left dependent upon the
choice of the people,—no doubt, the po-
fition is fo far irue, that in fuch a cale,

the eleflors may,—becaufe, no 7ight 1s In-
fringed,~—change the conftitution.

7. For,
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For, the governmeni 1s then for a mo-
ment diffclved ; and the multitude are re-
turned to their original flate of nature. If
then, they defire again to live in a ftate
of civiL sociETy, and GOVERNMENT,
which they will wilh to do, if they have
retained their {enfes:—they certainly may
either appoint another governor, with the
[fame powers, as were Intrufted to the for-
ner, only making choice of one, whom
they deem to be a wifer, and a beiter
man ;—or, by appointing others, either to
fome participation 1n his power, or indeed,
by dividing the whole of 1t, either amongft
fome few, or a GREAT MaNY In number,
hope, and endeavour to efcape the evils
which arole, as they think, from placing
the defpotic or arbitrary power, which must

AIWAYS EXIST SOMEWHERE,—In the hands

of oNLY ONE MAN.

In fuch a cale, no doubt the people
do not do wrong, and may do right in

attemptin c
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attempting to new-model the government;
becaufe, they are then, precifely 1n the
{ame fituation, except having had the ad-.
vantage of experience, in which, they were,
—when they af firfl agreed to inftitute a
government. Though it mufl be oblerved,
that even in this inftance, the innoxioufuefs
of {fuch an attempt, 1s altogether limitted
to thole cales, where the new form can
be modeiled, without anarcuy, and con-
FusioN; and the CONSEQUENT CRIMES,
which are attendant upon luch a {tate.
The preveEnTiON of which, is the eranp
BLESSING of EvErRy ForRM of GovVERN-
MENT, and RENDERs the WORsT, 1INFI-

NITELY PREFERABLE, tO NONE.

But in any otuER cale,—that 1s to fay,
—whillt the govcrnment aflually exifts,~—
they can not for the realons, which I
have afligned above, have any ricuT,—
but MUsT DO WRONG, to DISSOLVE the
government,—and revert to a ftate of na-

4 2 ture,
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tureé, UpPON EVERY PRINCIPLE WHATSO~
EVER,—upon which,—either GOvVERNMENT,
or the taws of VIRTUE or »MoraLITY,
CAN POSSIBLY BE FOUNDED. For, a ma-
jority, has N0 MORE RIGHT, tO TRANS-
GREssS aAxYy of THOsE raws, nor confe-
quently “ To Do EVIL THAT GOOD MAY
“coxe ofF 1T, than, any SINGLE INDI-
vipvar: But, in a flate of rEBELLION,
or of waRr,—It 18§ CERTAIN that *EviL
“must be bpone,”—though 1t be quite
UNCERTAIN, whether,—* any coop wil

““ COME OF 1T.

The firft method, which I have alligned,
in the foregoing cale, which I have fup-
pofed,—from wkich,—the people may hope
to have a better government, arife out of
the afthes of the former;—was molit proba-
bly, the firft experiment, which was tried.
They relolved to ufe, and probably did
exerciie the utmoll care, caution, and cir-

cumfpettion, as they thought, in the fle-

lettion



( 181 )

lettion and choice of a new governor.
But, fuch were the evils, which attended
even fuch a temperary, though fcarcely
more than a momentary RELAPSE into a
sTATE of w~NaTure, and of anarcuy,
that repeated trials foon taught them,—
that 1t was Mucu worse for mankind, to

iNcUR the ceErTaiN EvIiL, than even, to

rifk a chance, after the uncerTsIN co0OD.

From further refletlion and experience,
they were no long time in lcarning,—that
neither the many, nor Even the rew,
had wispom or virTUE enough, to raife
the HiGHEsT wispoy, and the GREATEST

viRTUE, to the moft exalted rank, and

moft extenlive power.

From hence then, they concluded,—as
they were well warranted by their know-
ledge of fals, and perfetily authoriled by

the conclufions of their realon, that an

HEREDITARY E§UCCESSION, was not only

be
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d¢ft calculated for the avoidance of the
mileries, they bad f{uftained by fo tumul-
tous an elettion, but hkewile, for the ac-
quifition of that good, at which they had

aimed, by their folicitude in the cuoick.

In fome other cafes perhaps, though
certainly 1n much fewer, men have feized
the opportunity, which, the diffolution of
the government gave them, to adopt, one,
or other, of the other »meTHoODs I have
mentioned ; though expeERI1ENCE, has cERr-
TAINLY sHOWN, that 1t has, VERy sEL-
pox been attended with omuch melioration,
of their condition. For, the ABsoLUTE
POWER STILL EXIsTS, though 1t be ever
fo much divided, and {ubdivided; and
though therefore in thele cafes, there muf:

indeed be an u~Niox of wiLLs, before 1t

can bring orprEssiox upon the PEOPLE,
—yet, it frequently happens, (as there are
always motives exifiing to Jform {uch an

union) that when formed, 1t wields an
iron
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iron rod of oppreflion, {o extenfive 1n
length, and fo deftruttive by 1it’s weight;
—that the hand of onEe man, could not

even raife, much lefs, direft it.

But 1n moft cafes, where, 2 constTITU-
tionN has been formed, which aAwmrLy

provides cHEcks, and CONTROULS, upon

both the LecisLaTiveE, and EXECUTIVE
rowkRs of the government, for the pro-
duftion of the greateft poffible general hap-
pinefs ;—it has rather been the cftett, of
what we foolifhily call accipext, than ol
any SETTLED DESIGN, Of REGULAR ADAP-
TaTiON of MEANS to ENDs.¥ Partly occa-
fioned by the ecbullitions of men’s paffions,
which at the time, no rcafon could jufti-
{y, though even from them, good was af-
terwards cduced; and when therefore, the
firl agents were criminal, though their

aclions,

“See my Sermon on the Kinc’s RECOVERY.
b4
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aCtions were bencficial.  And partly, by
events, of which no human fagacity could
forefe¢ even their birth, and certainly

much lefs, their confequences.

To svcu causes, under the direGion
of beaven, do wekg, for the moft part
OWe€, OUR OWN MOST ENCELLENT CON-
sTiITUTION, the parts of which, are upon
the wnoirz, fo nicely balanced, and regu-
larly adjulted; that, the coxmuxiTY has
nothing to fear, from any u~NcoxNTROUL-

ED TYRANNY of the EXECUTIVE POWER,
though 1t 1s HEREDITARY, under CcEeRr-
TAIN RESTRICTIONS; nhothing to dread,—

from any unavoidable IGNORANCE, OF ra-
ther capricg, in the legiflature ;—nor any
thing to tremble at, from the uxruLY
Passioxs, and ricExTious wiLLs of the
PEOPLE. LThe lower ranks of fociety, owe
their  fecurity, to the jJfhare intrufted to
siumbers of them, in the crHoice of oxE
of the coxsTiTueExT rorTIONS of the

LEGISLATURE;
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LEGISLATURE; and the WHOLE socieTy
1s 1Indebted for 1T's PRESERVATION, tO
the Excrusion of the MULTITUDE, from
the rower of MAKING LAws, In them-
felves; and the INTRUSTING SUFFICE-
ENT FORCE In the EXECUTIVE POWER,
to comMpeL THEM to osey thofe, which
are made by the perfons, iIn whom, that
power is vefled ;~whether, according to
the people’s owN conceprTiONs of them,
they nappEN, either to be arprovED, or

DISAPPROVED.

The more effeflually however; -to fecure
an attention 1in the legiflature, to THE
PEOPLE'S RIGHTS,—thelr INTEREsT,—and
their marpiness;—they at {tated intervals,
have an oprorTUNITY Of REMOVING
THOSE REPRESENTATIVES from their
TRUST, who have given allent to laws, .
which, after the constTiTuEnTs have had
TIME for cooL REFLECTION, -they can

not bring themlfelves to like; and have
A a a
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4 RIGHT to CcHoOSE others, who wmav;
if THEY PLEASE, RESCIND -thefe laws,
difliked by any of their ele&tors. But, if
a majorily ot the new-elefled reprefentatives,
do not agree to annul them, thofe who
fthall continue to dilapprove the laws, are
as much bound to obey them, as thole,
from whom, they receive the »osT cor-

DIAL ASSENT.

Tuis, 1s, a bpuTty which arifes, not
only from the parRTiCULAR ForM of
THIS CONSTITUTION; but, from the ck-
NERAL PRINCIPLE, COMMON 1O ALL gO-
vernments. For though our coxNsTITU-
Tiox, has indeed DEFINED, WHAT PER-
soNs are to coxsTITUTE the legiflature,
—the obedience which 1s due, to the
nMajoriTy of the Two Houses, with the
coxsext of the Kixg, does not arile,
either from the NATURE, or NUMBER of
the perfons, conftituting it ;—but from the

VERY CIRCUMSTANCE, of 1t’s BEING the

LEGISLATURE,
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LECGISLATURE. For otherwile;—a aajo-
riTY of the wwnorLe reorLE, either by
their reprefentatives, or even in their own
‘perfons, have No more ricut, though
they May have MORE POWER, tO coOn-
troul a fingle indiordual ;—than  any indivi-
dual has t0 CONTROUL ' ANOTHER. How-
ever exceLLENT therefore, fuch a con-
ftitution  of 'the legiflature may be, the
OBEDIENCE DUE to 1it, does Nor artfe
FROM THAT EXCELLENCE ;—but, becaule,
from the naTure of ALL GOVERNMENTS,-
however DIFrFrRENT in thelr conNsTruc-

TION, OBEDIENCE 18 UNIVERSALLY DUE
t0O EVERY LEGISLATURE.

In sucm a rormM of GOVERNMENT
indeed, if, a law be propofed, by one part
of the legiflature, the puty of the other

TWO PARTS, 1s, firff to enquire,—whether
the ™ propofed law be consonanT with the
CONSTITUTION, before they determine
upon 1t’s expedience. For to thiem, is ih-

Aaz trufted
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trufted the prefervation of every parT of the
CONSTITUTION; but xoT by any means to
the pEor LE at large;—any further,—than
THEIR CHOICE Of REPRESENTATIVES, hasa
TENDEXNCY, to that exp. And, 1t is by {o
excellent a provifion, (I mean) the nef
allowing any oTHer appeaL to the peo-
ple, than THis, nor any appeal from them,
but - by petiirons ;—that, whillt by thele
means,—a defence from orprEssioN, 1§

PROVIDED FOR THE PEOPLE ;—STABILI=-

Ty 1S SECURED to the GOVERNMENT.

For, whatever may be the authority, which
advances the cenlrary opinion, and however
often 1t may have been already, and may
again hereafter be repeated,—that the reorLE
of Excraxp, bave by the revoruTion,

acquired,—the THREE FUNDAMENTAL

RIGHTS of ““choefing their own governors,”
—of  cafhzering them for mifcondull,”—and,
of “ framing a mew government; —SUCH
yOsITIONS are as falfe in point of faf,

as
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as they are repugnant to every juft concep-
fion of found policy :—1f, by the penple be
meant,—the general surk of the comwmu-
NiTy; and if the aflertors of this doétrine,
DO NOT MEAN THIs,—and do not mofit

benevolently intend to teach it, even to

the very dregs of the people,—of which I
dare to fay, they never heard a word,
‘till very lately,—they certainly mean no-

THING.

For the prorrLE at large, had no inter-
ference whatfoever, In the seTTLEMENT
made at that Ara;—No ArPPEAL was made
to them ;—and their opinions were not
ASKED. DBut, the revorLution has in-
deed EsTABLISHED a PRINCIPLE, of the
UTMOST 1MPORTANCE, and of the nicu-
st confequence. Which, however it may
be difputed by the rrw, or the manv,
appears to me, to be able to ftand like a
rock, unfhaken by all the buffctings of

winds
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winds and waves, amidft the moft tumul-

tuous agitation of the ocean.

The prixcipLE, I mean, 1s Ta1s. That,
when, the EXECUTIVE POWER, which is
the oNnry oxg, which can be extincT,
becomes {fo by i1ncaraciTY, ABDICA-
TION, Of FORFEITURE, In confequence of
thai power, ACTING CONTRARY to
the rusvpamMeEnTAaL, and ESTABLISHED
priNcipLES of the constTiTUTION,—
THEN,—IN THAT CASE, the WHOLE POw-
er of the covERNMENT, DEVOLVES upon
the TwWo REMAINING BRANCHES of THE
LEGISLATURE, so FAR indeed, and xo
FURTH ER,—as O gIVE THEM a RIGHT
to suppLy the vacawxcy, in that parTI-
CULAR CASE, Dy APPOINTING ANOTHEZR
EXECUTIVE POWER, In as fhort a time

AS POSSIBLE, and In a MANNER, as COn-
fentaneous with the vsuvar mops of suc-

CESSION, as the PARTICULAR NATURE of
the case, WILL ADMIT.

By
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By this MOST EXCELLENT PROVISION,
~—-the consTiTUTION therefore, is k-
cuRED againft vioraTtiox, from the ex-
ertion of any UNLAWFUL AUTHORITYV,
in the Kinc, which might either alter it
or convert 1t int0 an ABSOLUTE MONAR-
cuy ;—and it 1s likewile fhiclded from the
interpofition, of any LiCENTIOUS EXER-

cisté In the prorrLe,—which might either
defiroy i, by Axarcuy, or change it
INt0 a2 DEMOCRACY. But moreover, at
the fame time, that this admirable prov:-
fron,—the cltablithment of which,—we owe
to the REvVOLUTION,—produces thefe inefii-
mable benefits, by guarding againft both
tvranny and licentioufnefs,—it is itfelf, alfo
prevented from even werging towards ABUSE,
from another MOST IMPORTANT PRINCI-
pLe of the conftitution; which, totally
PROHIBITS and PREVENTS, the EXERCISE
of any sucu power, 1n the ordinary va-
cancy of the throne by peatn. For it

DoES NOT even apmiT of the 1pea, of

SUCII
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SUCH 2 VACANCY ;—Dbut MAINTAINS—
that the Kine XNEVER bDiES,—oOr,—in
other words,—that, the THRONE 15 NE-
VER vacaNT, whilfi, an HEREDITARY

SUCCESSOR, Il @ CERTAIN LINE EXISTS.

From thele premiles, then, it necellarn-
ly follows, that wuoever maintains, 1n
general terms, that the peorrLe have, 1n
any sucH casts, the RiGHT of cAsHIER-
ixc their governors, and of cuoosinc
oiher governors,—and of roryixc what
government they pleale,~mult, upon this
moft important event, either manifeft the
GROSSEST DECEPTION, In the allertors them-
felves :—or,~—which,—I am {ure, I do not
believe to have been the cale,—betray in
them, the M0ST CRIMINAL INTENTION, tC

DECEIVE others.

Suca is the provision, which our
admirable conftitution, has framed to fecure

LI1BERTY to the proprrLE, and STABILITY
to
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to thé soveErnmMeENT. To which ends, the
ricHTs, which the rroprLz rossess,~the
rowERS which they EexEerctsg,—the ri-
s1ts, 1n which, they are conrineD, and,

«—the oBLIGATION, by which,—they are
BOUND t0O OBEY the LAws,~—are EQUAL-

LY CONDUCIVE,

That under fuch a conflitution, men ac-
cording to their different degrees of know-
ledge, and extent of their capacities, MaAY
OFTEN DIFFER 1IN OPINION, cOncerning
the temdency of a law, as to the general
good of the governed, or it’s confiflency with
the gprinciples of our particular form of

government,-~can excite no {urprife. But to
"hear 1t afferted,—as we often do,~that,~~—
there can be no good conflitution of go-
vernment, — where,—the people themielves
do mot give thewr affent to the laws, which
they are bopnd to obey;--and,~to be al-
moft deafened, by the founds of the na-

TuRAL RIGHTs of men, which contain,
B b tw0
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two 1ncomipaiible ideas ;—mult neceffarily afto-
mfh every man,—who does not vieLp to
worbps, inflead of ARcuMENTS,—and, who
does not miftake, vurcar oriniowns, for
DEMONSTRATED TRUTHS. For who, that
has at all exercifed his 1NTELLECT In
inveltigations, Into the xarture of maw,
but, muft f{ee, that fuch doflrines, have not
the flichieff foundations to reft upon, i1n
HUMAN NATURE? And, can fuck a man,
though poflefied of the greateft candour,—
deem the publifhers, and difleminators of
fuck oprmons, to be any other, than the
moit fuperficial of readers, and the molt
unquahified of writers ;—as men,—who con-
tent themlelves. with the perufal of treatifes
upon poritics, merely for the fake of
fpouting 1n converfation, or, of manufac-
turing a book for the public;—as men,—
who have aflumed the talk of teaching
others, what they themlelves had never
learned ;—as men,—who might have read

olitics FOR AN AMUSEMENT.,—bDut who
p

had
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had never received the aid of a fingle
ray of judgment, reafoning, or thought,
to guide them 1in their enquiry into it,
A8 A SCIENCE ;—as men therefore,—guilty
of the higheft prefumption, conceit, and
arrogance,~~in DICTATING,—(whilft, they
were thus 1eyxoranT, of the VERY FinrsT
PRINCIPLES Of LEGISLATION,)—LAWs to
LEGISLATORs ;—and laltly as men,—/fome
of whom, are chargeable, either with the
moft confirmed folly, or the highelt cri-
minality, for their ignorance, or contempt
of the purty of susjecTs, by irequently
uttering threats (if all their withes be not
gratified) of overthrowing;—and rejoicing
by anticipation, in the deftruétion, of that
government,—to which, they owe the
greateft gratitude for 1t’s palt 1indulgencies,
and which 1s entitled, to their fincereft
affeCtion, and higheft reverence, for the
meeknefs and mildnefs,- with which 1t bears
their utmoft virulence of abule,—upon every

Bbe | pari
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part,—both of its civiz, and =EccLE-

SIASTICAL CONSTITUTION.

Thofe hkewile, who have rREarrLY sTuU-
DIFD POLITICS AS A sciENcg, muft alio
be furprifed, and aftonithed at the abfur-
dity, which they every day fee, of fome
men, who perhaps, would condemn adora-
Zion of Gop, as SUPERSTITION, and HO-
aace to the Kixg, as f{lavery; yet,
boafting of themfelves, and glorying 1n
being the mere echoes, of fome few 1nd:-
vidual-, or the bigotted tools of fome par-
ty :—Of even others taking pride, and af-
fuming confequence to themfelves, from
being enlifted under the banners of one
or other of THosE bpivistons, which are
not denominated, by any appellation, which
marks out any conformity with their fen-
timents, or f{uitablenefs to their opinions;
—Dbut, only—by the mean and contempii-
ble terms of reproach,—~Wuics and To-

R1IES.

Te
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To every man, who at all reflefts, on
the NATURE of OUR CONSTITUTIONG:
PRIDE OF SELF-COMPLACENCY, Or even
SELF-APPROBATION, dertved from {uch no-
minal diftintlions as thele, muft appear
to him, to be as perlettly ndiculous, as
they would be 1n men, who were delight-
ed with the appellation,—of MY vLoORD;—
when 1t was only a wulgar NICKNAME

given to them,—becaule,—they were crook-

hacked.

FEacre of thefe parties, indeed boalt,
that TtHeEy are the oNLY REAL PATRI-
ots, and TRUE LOoVERs of their country;
and cach on the contrary, CONDEMN

their opponents, as it's very worll foes,
and bittereft enemies.

But, that not either of them 15, more
deferving of the former appellations, than
the other, is clearly evident from this

circumftance; that however different may

be
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be their colours,—yet, both are drefled in
EBoeries, and both therefore exhibit the

badges of their flavery.

For notwithiftanding, the vaunted, waft
redundance of modern light, 1 muft con-
tefs, I can mnot fre, how any men can
with juftice, be «called irue pairiots and
£ vers of thar country, who are mo¢ {incere-
by attached to 1T's rLaws, and the wHOLE
of 1's coxstiTuTioN. Certainly there-
fore, THose can not merit thole titles,
who from their predilettions, for different
and opp-fite parts of 1, would faezard, the
deflruttion of TrE wHoLE. Conlequently
Likewife, therefore not tHose, who in their
parti-coloured clotbes, are each eagerly
watching oppefite {cales, that they may
lcize an opportunity of throwing an ad-
diitonal weight, into that of their favourite
fide; and by that means make 1t to pre-
ponderate. But it appears to me, that
they only are entitled to thofe moft ho-

nourable
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nourable appcilations, who being attaclied
to no parly, really admire the pertett ®qui-
librium of the prefent oppofite weights;
and watch with anxiety, left even the mi-
nuteft thing; any, even the lightelt parti-
cle of duft, fhould be thrown into either;
—which, alone would be {ufhcient, to give
a partial inclination to either {ide, of {o nice-
ly a polilhed beam, vibrating upon it's

centre of motion, at the {lighteft touch.

But, perhaps 1t wiill be alked;—how, the
foregoing opinioms, which have been fhown
to be thus enconfifient with reasown, and
TRUE sclENcEi,—could poflibly at any
time, {pring up in the world. And how
more clpecially, could they be {o abun-
dantly propagated, and cherifhed n an
age,—in which, numbers of writers, com-
pliment their cotemporaries, and 1ndeed it
muft be confefled, at the {ame time them-
{clves; by blazoning it forth, as the wifef,

and molt enlighiened age, which cver adorn-

cd
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ed the annals of this nation, or even, evet

illuminated this terrefirial hemifphere ¢

Fully, to give an anfwer to this queftion,
would require am accurate invefltigation,
of the growih and grogrefs of literature in
ihis cenfury,~—as connetied,—with the fore-
gorng. An invelligatiom, to which, if lei-
fure be allowed me, I may perhaps, /ere-
after, give {ome attention, as 1t has, no
very diftant connetion, with, “ an Ex-
€ OUIRY INTO THE IMPEDIMENTS TO HU-
“Mmax KNOWLEDGE.” A {ubjeft which,
zery early in life engaged my enquiries,
and which, for almoft thirty years, has
never ceafed altogether to be, the objeét,

-of my invefti gation.

But, to affign fome of the proximate
caufes, is not at any time very dimcult;
and may now, perhaps, be attended with
fome beneht.

Firfh,
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Firfl, then;—becaufe,—moft of the go-
vernments of Europe, in which, [ience
flourifhes, have been monarchies, and not
republics.

Few political writers therefore, have con-
{idered the wvarious nconventences, which muift
neceflarily be involved in ewvery plan de-
viled, and executed, by f{uch iallible crea-

tures, as men; and fome of which, though

different 1n /fizd, muit therefore appertain
to every Ipecies of government. For this
reafon then, it was natural for politicians,
more attentively to mark, and more accu-

rately to delcribe, the inconveniences pro-
duced by that form of government, under

-which they lived, and of which, they had
aftual cxperience, than thofe dvils, which,
exilting under conflitutions, to which they
were {trangers, could only be made known
to them, by vague rcports, and dilputable
information.  Hence then, 1t neceffarily

follows, from a principle common to the fen-

Cc fes,
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fes, the wnagination, and the infelleéi ;~—that
the one fet cf objetts, becaufe near, would
appear enlarged beyond their real dimen-
fions; and the others would be reprefent-
ed, as diminifhed even to minmatures. A
line therefore, in the fecond fatire of
Horace, will inform us, why under thefe
circumftances, men would /gfiily with to
hve 1n a ftate, which really approaches in
the next degree, t0 NO GOVERNMENT at
all; rather, than to remain the fubjetls
of a government, which may be clafled
under any speciEs of monaRcHY. The
line begins,—Dum vitant, &c.—But,—VER-

BUM, SAT SAPIENTI.

Secondly, becaufe,—in early youth, all
our ideas of rizerTy, are {o aflociated
with the 7epublican form of government;
and we are then so captivated, with the
gay and gaudy colours of the eloquence,
with which they are tinted;—that,—even,

—when
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—when we are mMex, we are not willing
to refle&t, upon the evils, which, they pro-
duced; and of which, a very {light atten-
tion to the faithful records of hiftory,

would give us a full, but melancholy con-

viction.

For, if we mark with any obfervation,
the hiftory of the rerusrLic of ArmEens,
we fhall find,—that the adjudications of the
people, were, for the moft part, denun-
ciations of vengeance, againlt thofe great
men, who had rendered the moft eflential
fervices to the ftate; and who by their
wifdom, and wriue, reflett the higheft ho-
nour upon themielves, and their country.

So likewile, if' we recolle&, the rife,
the progrefs, and declenfion of the people
of Rome ;—we fhall difcover,—that, having
been falcinated, by the external fplendor
of the ftate, during the times of the rc-

public; we had forgotten the perpetual, in-

Ccoe ternal
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ternal  diflenfions, by which it was con-
itantly agitated. And, flruck with horror,
at {fome particularly flagrant afls of wick-
ednefls, committed by {fome of thofe wretch-
es, who, though RoxaNx EmreErORrs, were
the vileft of the human fpecies,—and b&loss
on human nature;—that we had buried in
oblivion,—the contentions,—wars,~profcrip-
tions,—and maflacres,—which, though more
horrible in their eiletis, and more exten-
five in their operations, were perpetrated,
during the continuance of the ftate, under

the rorx of a rRzpUBLIC.

Thirdly, becaufe, though the TrRu: poc-
TRINE, Of the UNIVERSAL DUTY OF SUB-=
JECTS TO OBEY THEIR GOVERNORS, has
been frequently maintained; yet,—it was
upon wroONG PRINCIPLES only, that 1t has
been hitherto defended.

For, nothing is more common, in the

progreflions of Icience, than to behold,

TRUE
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TRUE OPINIONS admilled in one age,~though.
fupported by BAD ArRcUMENTS;—and the
fame true opinions, rejefled in the NExT,
only becaufe, they had not before | beén
founded upon juff principles. And on the
contrary, 1t is not lels frequent, to fee
orpz'?zz'ms, received, from the fuppofed flrength
of the proofs, by which, they are prop-
ped ;—when,—upon a furiher cxamination,
—THOSE VERY OPINIONS, are not only
difcovered by other arguments to be FALsE
I THEMSELVES; but, the proofs alfo, which.
had been applied to them, are found, to
be fo exceedingly weak, as to be totally
incapable, of {uftaining the weight, they

had been provided, to {upport.

Fourthly, becaufe, in this npation, the ar-
guments in defence of the conclufions, I
have deduced, were before not only, nort
taken from the rizst erincreres, which
I have now drawn rresu, I truft, from
the werr of Trutn, and from which, as

2
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32 GENERAL SOURCE,—ALL governments, [
have fhown, onginally flow. But thofe
principles which had been produced by
others, were not only extremely 1impure in
themfelves, but were likewife rendered putrid,
by a mixture of ceriain phlogiftic ideas, of
the nafure of government in GENERAL, and
of our owN CONSTITUTION 1IN PARTICU-
Lar ;—fuch as the jus bpivinua, and
HEREDITARY INDEFEASIBLE RIGHTs oOf

L

xincs, &c. Evident however as this is,
—numbers perhaps, enveloped as they are
in prejudices, will obllinately REjECT MINE
too, AS UNWHOLESOME,—without employ-
ing even either their eyes, or their tailte,
in the atTeMPT to DIiscovER, how total-
ly they differ from thofe, which they have
tormerly reprobated, and long f{ince re-

gorged.

Fifthly, becaufe, even, the PRINCIPLES
of the rRevoruTion, have been by many,
if pot by moft men, totally mifunderftood.

Yor
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For that event, has been generally 1ma-
gined, 1f not univerfally believed, to have

[fprung from the riGHTs, coMMON (O ALL
MANKIND; under EVERY SPECIES, and
rorRM of government. From this miftake
therefore, Sir, of your mafler, Mr. Locke,
and your other teachers, who were firf}
his pupils, that cvent, has been repeated-
ly cited, and reiteratedly boafted of, not

only as a rrsson, but alfo an ExawmpLE

of INSTRUCTION, tO ALL OTHER NATI-
ons. It having been conftantly pointed
out to other ftates, as an objeft of 1mi-
TAaTioN, for the condutt, Tury oUcGHT
to purfue, whenever the cmotions of the
governed, fhall be in dilcord, with the
{entiments of the governors. Whereas, in
reality,—the princirLEs of the revolution,
were only a2 GLORIOUS MANIFESTATION,
of the parRTICULAR RIGHTS of BriTONS:
(fo far as I have above cxplained THEM

to extend)-—1MPARTED, by the LAws,—

and



and f{trengthened by the rrcuLIAR FRAME,

—of the ExcLrisH consTiTUTION.

Sixthly, there were, TWO OTHER CAU-
ses, which occafioned a very ready ad-
miiiton, and general reception to the doc-
trines, oppofite to thofe, which I have
been 1ntroducing, and {upporting. Thefe
are, the almoft univerfal paffions, of rribDE

and amsition; though the one, is {ome-

times cloathed, even in the plain garb of
humility, and the other, often retires far

diftant, from courts and palaces.

For, as I bhave before oblerved, the
VERY SAME PAassionNs,—which,—proMPT
men,—when, 1IN POWER,~—t0 become Ty-
RANTS ;—INSTIGATE likewife the sawmeg,
OF OTHER MEN,—ufien,—OUT OF POWER,

-—-{0 furn REBELS.

It 1s evident therefore, that {from the

prevalence cf thefe two paflions, no poc-
TRINES
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rrings could be more acceptable, to the
majoRrRITY of mankind, than the notions,
with which, LocxkEe, and other wrilers
upon government, have flattered them ;—
I mecan,—in refpett to their PERFECT
ORIGINAL EQUALITY with thofe, who are
now by their rank elevated above, and by
their power, are placed 'In authorizy over
them. This pofition, muft in itlelf alone,
have afforded them great fatisfattion. But,

the 1~nrFEreENcE, which, they could not
fail to draw from the premifes,—promptcd
as they were, by the paffions of human
nature,—muft have imparted to them, a
ftill greater pleafure. For the deduttion
from hence, was fo obvious, that they
could not poflibly overlook it, elpecially,
when inftigated by pride and ambition :
and therefore they immediately, and 1n-
decd, fuppofing the truth of the polition,
—very juflly inferred,—that the only pro-
per reform in ALL governments,—Is,—0

REsToRE that prisTIiNE {tate of things,—
D d either
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either altogether, or at leaft fo far,—asz
THEIR OWN CLASSES ARE CONCERNED,
and all others are afteCted, who hold thofe
political tenets; which, whoever can re-
peat by 7oie, is deemed to be, as com-
p.eat In ALL wispoM, as even the sto-
ICS WISE MAax: and as SUPEREMINENT
I GOODNESS, as that CHRISTIAN PHILO-
sopHER,—who, Pope fays,—was poflefled,

of *“ every wirtue under heaven.”

From thefe notions however, it mufl
be confefled, there arifes {fuch an idea of
their own felf-importance, and dignity of
charafler i adopting them, and {uch =z
full blown conceit, of their own supzri-
or wispoxy, and of their own wunra-
RALLELED VIRTUE In maintaining them;
—that the flame of ambition, fometimes
breaks forth into open view: And thefe
philofophers, as they boaft themlelves to
be,—can not fometimes forbear, even in
defiance of prudence, to BETRAY thelr

EXPECTATION,
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EXPECTATION,—that notwithftanding, they
may at fir/l endeavour to raise:—They
HOPE however, SOON AGAIN tO DISPERSE,

this ram-bowcd—coloured bubble, of eouaLITY.

For, conitant experience teaches us, that
there s not ANy crass of men, who, un-
der the prefent exifting governments, are
fo tenacious of their 7eal rank, as thefe
apvocAaTEs for Eguavrity, are of their
fancied one; which in their own eftima-
tion, they not only appreciate as due to
their worth; but which, they on all oc-
cafions, with no little anxiety to them-
{elves, and inconvenience to others, aflume;
—contrary to all the rules of law,—cul-
tom, — prefcription, — courtely,—and good
manners. THEY, truly,—difdain to fhow
any refpett to TITLES;—they pay their
homage,—only to MErRiT; and being in
their own opinion, pollefled of a monopoly
of all the wispom, and vIRTUE In the
world, they very ' eafily conclude, that

Ddo2 THEY
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THEY ar¢ THEMSELVES ALONE, ENTITLED
to the very HIGHEST RANK. So incauti-
ous are they from counfidence, or fo igno-
rant are they of mankind, as to imagine;
—that other men, will believe them to be
the sincerEi advocates, for an eguaLiTY
of coxpitions; becaule,—they fhow that
they wate (kat rank and power in ofhers,
which, they do not thenfclves possess; though
whatever privilese or aullority, they may
happen To mave, they convert 1nto fyran-

ny over thele, who fZave 1t not.

If thercfore, by ftepping forth as pre-
lended champions, for an equalily of ranks,
they could really overiurn, the prefent efta-
blilhed fyflems of government;—with all
the rafh inexperience of puHaETON, they
fancy,—they fhould foon f{eat themlelves
in the chariot, and dire& the horfes of the
fun;—and with all /is blind conhdence,
they imagine, they fhould then glorioufly
illumirate, the whole {yftem of the world.
Though

LY
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Though better would 1t be for them now,
as 1t would defore have been likewife, for
their kindred-minded philofophers in France,
—t0 be warned,—rather by his example ;—
than fired by his ambizon. Left it fhould
be thought neccflary, that they, like him,~—
fhould be dcltroyed by lightning ;—as the
only refource left,—for the prelervation of
all the other regions of the earith, from a

general conflagration.

I muft however, do thele gentlemen the
quflice to coniefs, that there 1s anoiher con-
[equence of the paflions, which, are the caufes,
cf their blind credulity, in the belscf of
their political doftrines,—their pertinacious
bigotry in the aflertion of them,—and their
rooted antipathy to all who oppole them,
~—which they have never difcerned, and

of which, therefore, they are totally un-
conicious.

or



( =214 )

For it 1s evident, that exallly in pro-
portion as fuch doflrines, are adapted, to
gratify the paffions I have juft mentioned,
—they muit In the generality of mankind,
—neceflanly excite emotions of pleafure and
delight.

But however, well acquainted thefe pro-
found politiczans, may be, with the analyfis
of the particles of bodies;—yet, as they
are perieftly unpraéticed, in the analyfation
of the fentiments of the mind;—and but
very litle accuftomed, even to the Pper-
cepTioN of TrRuTH;—they muit therefore,
neceflarily amistaxe In Z4ss infitance, which
the unrefleching muliitude do 1in all cales,—
the PLEASURABLE EBULLITIONS arfing,
from the rassioxs,—for,—~the INTELLEC-
TUAL EMoOTIONS, which in reality, belong

only, to the pEMoNsTrRAaTION Of SCIENCE.

And, hence 1t 15, that we fo often hear
them, vaunting of their rRaTionaL NOTI-

ONS,
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oNs, and LIBERAL oriNioNS :(—whilft they
themlelves, are totally ignorant of their
true origin, and veal fource.—For, it is evi-
dent, that, the former epithet, can not, by
any means, belong to the:r notions or. their
opinions,—as arifing, from a deep enquiry
into the FIRsT PRINCIPLES,—and an qc-
curate examination of the PRIMARY DEFI-
NiTioN,—upon which,—they arc founded ;
and from which, they are deduced, by a
nice and accurate concatenation of proofs;
—which,—is the oNLY PROCESS~—by
which,—awy mnoiions, can poflibly have a
legitimate claim, to the #ille of rRAaTIONAL.
This 1s manifelt, from this plain and well
known faft, that at the very moment, they
are boafting of their fuperior powers of
reafoung, they are almolt always betraying
the lamentable poverty, and mifcrable emp-
tinefs, of their argumecntative ftores. As
indeed, almoflt every fingle page, of thefe
fetters, fufficiently proves.

Se
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So hkewife, in reference to the Lizr-
-raLiTY, of their nections or opinions, 1t
1s equally man%ﬂ, that they can not fet up
their claim to this title, from i‘heir libera-
iy ot {entiments, towards thofe, who dif-
fer from them. Nor, from thear [freedom
from prejudices, either cgainfl oiher men’s
opinions, or in fevour of their own. Be-
caufe, whilft they are in the very a&t of
‘boafting, of the liberalily of ther own {ent-
ments, they are frequently; at the very in-
ftant, fo grofsly abufing, that civic and rRELI-
€10US ESTABLISHMENT, to which, they are
themfelves indebted, for foleraiion and pro-
#cition; fo as to leave us totally at a lofs
to determine, which, 1s the molt wonder-
ful ;—the rorBeEaraxce of the one party,
or the 1xcratiTubpe of the other. In
one refpeft however, the condutt of the
latter, is perfeflly confiftent, and their af-
fertions are equally true. Yor, whilll they
reprefent the dottrines of their opponents,

as {0 abhorrent from =®rEAson, and con-
MON
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MON SENSE, tha-t- they neced NO REFU-~
TATION ; they commanp the world, upon
thelr 1psE pixiT, to BELIEVE; that ihear
OWN OPINIONS, are {0 SELF-EVIDENT, as

t0 REQUIRE NO ARGUMENT, for {¢her

Jupport.

Thefle are fafts, which have likewife been
in no {mall degree apparent, in the courfe
of THEsSE LETTERs; but the reader can
only fee them 1in their brightell colours,
and their really gigantic dimenfions, by a
‘careful infpettion, of thefe authors owx

WRITINGS.

Thele circumftances, then, afford anoiier
proof, of the truth of my foregoing pofi-
tion,~—that,~—~the causes of their other
erroneous opinions, and of their “fancied
{uperiority, in 7rational and lLberal notions,
can only, really originate {rom the opera-
tions,—though as I am ready to allow,
unperceived by themlelves,—of pride, va-

E e nity,
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nity, and ambition. And indeed, I am
extremely glad, that TruTu warrants this
conclufion. For I would much rather, impute
their mifiekes to a negledied education, than
to any original inferioriiy, In their under-

ftandin gs.

Tmpelled therclore, by thele emotions,
or paffions, molt gladly, would they al-
fume the government, of «// the kingdoms
of the earth. DBut as unfortunately for
them, not ecven the empire over onc of
them, as, they are now conflituicd, 1s likely
to fall to their fhare;—the nexé degrec of
sleafure, which they can receive ;—1is,—
from sTRIPPING gouvernors, as much as
they can, of ail power of controul over
THEM, AS sUBjEcTs. For, {his they know,
would not only In the next degree, bell
gratify their inclinations, but may perhaps,
—they think,—pave the way in time,—to
theer own acquifiton of power, and . autho-
rity ;—and therefore, they term all thele

levelling
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levelling principles, not only the mof, but

the only raTroNaL NorioNs of govern-
ment.

Of the rrrects of fuch principles, we
may fec the rroors in the philofophers in
France, who Joudly alfo plcaded, for an
eouaLiTYy of conditions.—But who like-
wife we find, by no means, intecnded to
humble themfclves, to the rank of thole,

who were br.fm'g in the clafles delow TiEX

-3

—and thus by ftharing, to alleviate therr
burthens.—No far from wt.—T'or s they
knew, would bc to imbibe the truc [pirif,

of that deteflable fuperflition,—as thcy term

s

it, which others call curistTraviTy. DBut,
in conformity with the more enlighlening
imfpiration of prirosorny; they as foon
as poffible, hurled from thar feats,—arL
Tuoseg,—who had been lefore  elevated
above THEM,—that they might partake, of
the plunder of their power, and their
wealth :—and thas, have forced themfelves,

Lce —for
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—for a time at leaft, by ar{,—into a
height,—far above (et LevEeEL,~to which,
by the propertics, given to them by na-
ture, they are fitted to rife; and to which,
they muft -again by the laws of gravity,
foon, once more {ink.

So alfo, mn relpe&t to their religious opi-
nions. Finding that they have no proba-
bility at prelent, of cflablifhing their oun;
—as the wex? ftep, which would be moft
acceptable to them, they endeavour to
perfuade the world, that the 7TruTH or
NATURE of any pariicular religion, or, the
fentiments of 1t's warwus [efls, have not
the R=EMOTEST CONNECTION, with the
HarriNess of the state; and that, as
7eltgion, 1s of NO USE In CONDUCING toO
CIVIL HAPPINESS: It ouGcHT to have no
kind of ixrLuence upon it, whatloever.
And confequently therefore, that the rLE-
CISLATURE has XNO RIGHT tO INTER-
MEDDLE 1In 1t's coRncerns, nor even to

THINK
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ruINK of any means, which may conduce

tO It'S ESTABLISHMENT, OF PROPAGA-
TION.

From hence then, 1t follows, in their
opinion; that—~o0 MAN'S NOTIONs oOr
ACTIONS, are REALLY LIBERAL, who
treat,—with the wimofl candour, mildnefs,
Jorbearance, and brotierly charily,~—aLL who
differ from Zim cver fo much, in REvrLIGI-
OUS SENTIMENTS ;—but, that nr is the
only truly liberal man, who, with the ulmof;
violence, wirulence, and even ungentleman-
like licentioufnefs, vilifics AL, who, will not
MAINTAIN with THEM~—that men’s noiz-
ons of religion, are matters of peERFErcT
INDIFFERENCE, to the werLrFar:e of so-

CILTY.

The cownscouences, which ~NEcEssa-
riLy follow, from thele bnlhant ideas of
ratwnality and liberalily, W& rightly drawn

out to their concLusions;—are cvident-

ly
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v the following, which, whilflt thefe writers
are out of power themlelves, they wifh to

fce eftablifhed.

Firft. That, the moft rRaTionar and
LIBERAL government, 5 kg, in which
each man, 1s folely his own governor ;~—or
in other words,— TuaT starte, is the
BEST GOVERNED, WHICH HAS XNO GO-

VERNMENT,

Secondly. That the x1osT RaTIONAL and
ii3ERALOf ALL RELIGIONS,—125 Zhat,—which
admits of of the xmosT INDIFFERENCE to
it’s prrcepTs; and has LEAST INFLU-
ENCE Upon meit, 45 MEMBERS of Joczely ;
—or in other words,—that a RELIGION,

15 i€l MOST BENEFICIAL TO A STATE,

when, 1t HAS LEAST INFLUENCE.

AXoTHER cause—of the prevalence
of fuch dofirines, is,—Dbecaufe, in reali-
ty,the TR E cuarRAcTERISTICS Of the

CCNELUSION
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toncrusioNn of this vErRY ENLICHTEN-
ED EIGHTEENTIH CENTURY,~—aré¢ NOT
what thefe writers fuppole,~and what, for
the gratification of their own vanity,—thcey
wifh others to believe.—But on the con-

trary, they confilt in fad,

m the EnoR-
MoUs NUMBER of 1's vorRAcCious REA-
DERS ;—in the grcat aApuxbaNce of it
MULTIFARIOUS WRITERS;—and 1 the
MULTITUDE of 1t's FLUENT SPEAKERS.
And, at the fame time alfo,—in it’s wor-
FUL PAUCITY Of DEEP THINKERS:—S§A-
GACIOUS INVESTIGATORS ;—and ORIGI-
NAL ceEN1Uses. Thefe are clearly cviden-
ced _by it’s boldnels, and confidence in
assErRTiON, it's weaknefs and incapacity
in aArcuMENT. It's prelumption and con-
ceit, in {uppofing itfellf to be 1irradiated
with the brightelt hight, when at the {ame
time, even a very wcak onc, 1s too {trong
for 1t’s very feeble (Sptics.

>

¥or
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 For in proportion, as the acquifition ¢i
orinioxns, has been facilitated, the attain-
ment of xNxOwLEDGE, has been diminifh-
ed. As men, have had oie wvolumes To
rzaDp, they have devoted a /¢fs portion of
therr .time to sTUDY. As Books, have 1n-
creafed in NUMBERS, REASONING has de-
¢reafed in acuteness. And of all the
phenomena, which this age has exhibited,
in the regions of literature;—r1wo will
appear the MosT REMARKABLE, and woN-
pErFuL to future times; 1if there fhould
arife an able and impartial critic, to trace
the 7ife, progrefs, and declenfion of 17's

OPINIONS.

Firft. That thofe authors,—who wroTE

the MOST,~—THOUGHT the LEAST.

Secondly. That thofe, who made the
loudeft claims to the GREATEST RATIONA-

L1TY, Or to the HicHEST POWERS of REA-
SONING; Wware the ©LEAST ELEVATED

above
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above othets, by this cuaracTERISTIC Of
man; and mufl, in the next century,—for
the wery _fhort time,—that any obfcure
veftige of their memory, fhall be traced,

—be ranked amongft fome of the /lower
claffes, of the worft reafoners, of any age.

So well founded, do thefe pofitions ap-
pear to me, that I dare, /kere, to make
the appeal to the judgment of rostrri-
Ty; and even to call for your own wri-
tings, Sir, to be the evidence produced,
upon which, the fentence of acquittal, or
condemnation, fhould be pafled.

When however, I am appreciating the
literature of the age, I hope, I fhall not
be underftood, as {peaking of the whole
Ifland of Great-Britain; but only of this
fouthern part of it. For I have before
acknowlzdged, in refpell to our united

brethren in the north, without afluming
I f the
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the arduous oifice of a reviewer, in de-

termining upon the ¢ruth, or falfechood of
their opinions;—that we certainly zhere
find writers, poflcfled of bpEeEp THoOUGHT,
CLOSE INVESTIGATION, and BRILLIANT
POWERS. Nor, when confined even with-
in thefe bounds, do I hope, to be under-
ftood, as meaning to charaterife the wuoLE

of this century. For certainly, confidered

as an wyoLE; ¢ will ftand veErRY nicu
in the annals of fame. Nor likewife, would
I be underflood, to include gll the au-
thors, who now write towards 1it’s clofe.
For the name, of Afr. Burke can not fail,
to occur to every one’s recolleftion; and

no one indeed, can be {o ignorant, as not
to know, that there are likewile {everal other
very Ingenious writers, now living; though
it would be an 1nvidious, and odious tafk
in an 1ndividual, to enumeratie their names.
Men, who,—notwithftanding the difcourage-
ments they have received, and every man

i
Of
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of real genius, muft receive, from partial
criticiim at prefent ;—will, from their va-
rious purfuits, be ranked In future {fimes,
amonglt fome of the bright ornaments, of
the literature of this country,

DBut, my intention is only, more partici-
larly to charaflerife THOSE ;—who,—Dby
forming themlelves into parties, and uniting
into cabals,—l{trengthen their own confi-
dence in themielves, and by mutual pulling
each other, are fo nflated with inflammable
air, as to imagine, that they are able to
foar like balloons, to the fublimelt heights.
And as the wulgar, whether, they be calied
the learned, or are truly denominated the
unlearned, always miftake affertions for proofs,
they readily give credit to thar own ac-
counts of cach other, and hence, they be-
come the writers, who are at prefent, the
moft heard of,—moft talked of,~—molt quoted,
—and moft flattered.

Ffo It
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It is from fuch inftances only, I mean
to infer, that the conclufion of this centu-
ry, does not {urpals the feregoing, nor by
any means, equal 1t's own commencement.
For, though many mare as I have already
{aid, are certainly now become readers, and
writers, than there were formerly ;—yet,—
as they are not on (raf account, DEEPER
THINKERS, 2nd BETTER REASONERS,—
the porurLarITY Of any orinioN, can be

NO PROOF of it’s TRUTH.

~ There 1s indeed, one melancholy inftance
of negletted learning and ability, which wiil
juftly brand this age, with the levere cen-
fure of pofterity; and of which, numbers
muft partake, who are not circumicribed
within that narrow circle, of which I have
juft now, been drawing a defcription. I
mean, FrLoverk Sypexuam: That moft
learned tranflator, and molt philofophical
annotator, upon jfome of the dialogues, or

the
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the zlluflrious Plato. But, {o little was the
fafte of the age {uited, either to the inva-
luable works of the author, or the incom-
parable notes of the tranflator, that the
latter I underftand,—died, on account of
debt, in a common jail; wro,—in any for-
ey age, in which, ALL MEN BHicH IN OF-
ri1ce, elleemed it their own higheft honour,
to patronize genius and learmng,—would
have acquired, what he was jultly entitled

io,—both, wealih and honours.

Iin air the riserar and MECHANTC
ArTs, there can be no doubt, but that
this age far outfhines any, which Briain
has ever feen. In painting in particular,
the genius of 2 Revynowrps alone, darting
it's rays, both from his works, and his dif-
courfes, diffufes a luftre around 1t’s clofe,

far brighter than the meridian {plendour of

any former century.

In
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In eledricity, magnetifm, chemifiry, &c. it

certainly has to boalt, a large collettion
of faéis, eftablifned upon well-inftitued cx-
peruments:  which, may perhaps fupply ano-
ther Newfon, with many materials for a
tuture {yftem. And fo far, Sir, as you

have had your fhare, in contributing, to

the colletiion

Sume Superbian:

Ozszﬁémn merilis.
.

Laftly, then;—for t4us, follows as a con-
fequence from  the prfcedz'ﬂg reafon; many
mere momentary meteors, are in the lite-
rary hemilphere at prelent, miftaken for
planets,—and planets for fixed ftars. Con-
iequently therefore, the mefs of the people,
conceiving the rays, which are merely re-
detted from the moon, to be the dired
beams 1ffuing from the Jun ;—they are in-
capable of diftinguithing, the fhades of

bodics
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bodics from their outlines, and miltake

what are only fhadows, for real objctts.

Thus, Sir, (to borrow your well-known
metaphor) I have now layed, and fet firc
to a train, which has entirely. blown up,
oNE of your prixciPAL rORTs, from it’s
very foundations: and which has hkewifc,
already undermined the ortner: Though
towards ¢hal,—ifis train, was not 1indced,
immediately direted, 1n a {trait line. As
to any mulquetry, thercfore, which you
may bave drawn up around you, as a
guard to your own perfon; ‘thefe, even
your prudence and compaflion fhould have
{pared; inftead of betraying your own im-
becility, by expofing thofe, to certain de-
firu&ion, who are both too wcak to reft

an adverfary, and too feeblc to annoy him.

The firing a volley at TuEwm, can only
be confidered, as @ feu de joue, after the

vittory.
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victory. For, their powder, has, during the
fiege, loft all it’s force, if it ever had any;:
and even the locks of their mufquets,
which were at firll, extremely weak and
ill confirutied, are moit of them now,—

even fhattered 1into pieces.

I am, Sir,

Yours, &c.

LETTERK
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SIR,

WHEN inftead of advancing, I reft

upon my arms, and look back, upon
the deveftation, and demolition, which the

irrefiftible force of my battery has produ-
ced,—and {ee numbers, already wecping
over the fcattered fragments, and defo-
lated ruins of your principal fort;—rity,

prompts in me the wilh, to f{lacken my

career, and even to dcfift, from further
triumph, It urges me, to refrain from ad-

ding, to the number of the conquered,
Gg and
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and to fpare the weaknefls, of the few of
your forces, which fill remain.

But, when it occurs to my recolleGtion,
that to a foldier,—coNTEMPT, IS WORSE
than peaTH;—It {eems to me, moft pro-
bable,—that the {ame {entiments are en-
tertained by all, who are engaged in any
other {pecies of rorEmMicks; and then,
even compaflion teaches me, that it is

more merciful to kili, than to {ave.

As theref%re, you have arranged 1n fome
order, {ome few of your rank and file,
which are {lill left: 1 fhall employ a few
minutes more, In advancing againft ¢hem.
For thiough it 1s true, that none of them,
were firft inlified, and trained by jyou, but,
are only fome infirm, old troops, whom you
picked up, from other generals, I. fhall
now prefent them, with a few vollies of
fmall arms; left, weat as they are, they
fhould, as I have faid; deem the pafling
| them



them by unnoticed, as a greater difgrace,
and which confequently, they would be
much lefs willing to {uftain, than to be

covered with wounds, or left dead in the

feld.

o

I fhall therefore hold no further parley,
but 1mmediately proceed to difperfe, the
feeble body, of light-armed troops, which
you have ftationed, in the third [letier,

ﬁage 22,

The firft pofition you have taken, is

this,—* that the rRevorLuTion 1n this coun-
“try, 1s an EVENT, which, more than any
“thing elle, has opened the eyes of Eng-

“lithmen, to the ¢rue principles of govern-

€ ment.

Now, Sir, by thofe, to whom, the revo-
jution {erved in your opinion, as a {ublfti-

tutc for the operation of couching, I con-

clude, that you muft molt affuredly mean

Gga yourlelf,
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yourfelf, and your friends. For you cer-

| tainly will not allow, that any otﬁgrs, do
zmdf?_‘/land the fruc princples, of government.
But, as I have already, 1 do not {cruple
to fay, pEMONSTRATED, that thgy are the
wcry perfons, who have ..oz pariicularly
MISUNDERSTOOD, thc frue pruncples of
that evexT, as well as, THE FiRST Prin-
eiples of arL coveryment; 1t fullows,
—that 1in this cafe,—*the &lind are led
“by the é&lind;"—and 1t therefore, they
nave had their cyes opened at all,—it can
have really ferved to no other purpcle,—
than to make, their,—“darknefs vifible.”—
But, as I have now i this work, erefled,
and lighted up fo many beacons, for our
guidance and f{ecurity, I do not entertain
the {lighteft apprehenfion,—for the /lafling
peace, profperity, and  happinefs, of thefe
Kingdoms; nor feel the leaft atom of fear,
left this adumbration,—in which,—you and
your f{riends are enveloped,—fhould ever
degenerate into {uch a plague,—as that of
Egypt;
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Egypt;—{o that the parrness, thould not

only, be “seen,”—but alfo,~—bc cven,—
“rFeLT.”

That ““ the great object of all governmen,
“i5, the rusric Goop,—is certainly onE
of thofe undcemable truths, which (prings,
from the very ongin of all government.
This I have already aflerted, «nd did al-
ways as readily allow;—upon the convic-
TioN of REASGN; &S ypou can pombly
have admitted 1, upon your principles of
AVOWED BI1GOTRY, to Mr. Locke. But
at the {ame time, I have allo fhown, that
the deduélions, which e has drawn from
it, and which vou, as the fhadow {ollow-
ing the fubftance, likewile reprelent, are,

in di el o_;':rj)q/ition tO REASON.

For, you mamtain, {that from tuis
“principle, it follows, that all. magiflrates are
“ ANSWERABLE {0 the peorLE, jfor thar
“conduél in office, and REMOVABLY @l THEIR

“ PLEASURE,
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““ BLEASURE, and that the R1icHT of RESIST-
“ING an oppreffive govermment, THAT 1s,
““ SUCH, @S THE PEOPLE SHALL DEEM TO BE

““ OPPRESSIVE, MUST BE HELD SACRED.”

Now, Sir, THESE PREMISES, and con-
CLUSIONS, appear to me, to be much far-
ther diftant from each other, than even
your refidence at Birmingham, from inine
at Great Yarmouth. And, as you have not
been fo kind, as to erett any of thole
diretlion-pcfls, called REasons, or ArRGuU-
MENTS, to point us out the road, from the
one, to the other; I fhould no more ex-
pett, to fet out from the premifes, and ar-
rive by a flrait Lne at the conclufion, with-
out wandering 1n {cepticiim, of plunging
into the abyls of error; than, to fet ourt
irom the [lafter {own, and by the fame
smeans to reach the former, without being
drowned in a river, or foundered in a

bog.

Befides,
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Befides, in the one cafe, 1 have already
thown ;—that the road is lotally obfiruded,
by an nacceffible, and unpaffable mountain ;
which, entirely blocks up the paflage. Be-
caufe, from the very narure of ALL co-
VERNMENT,. it follows,—or rather,—the
very word,~—GOVERNMENT,—In it{clf,—im-
»L1Es,—that the covErNoORrs of @ flate,—-
are to RULE the coveErRNED;—NoT the

GO JERNED, {0 RULE TIHE GOVERNORS,

s  Therefore, Sir, though yox have been
plealed to obferve, in the fame leaf, and
no doubt bdelieve,—that the “ public good,
“ being the moft NaATurAL and rRAaTIONAL
«“ of all rules; and what, 1s MucH MoORE
“ gasy to DETERMINE, than either, what,
“ —~Gop HAS ORDAINED,—OF,—what AN-
“ T1QUITY AUTHORISES;  [rue, and Jelf-
evident, as [uch politions may be to you,
and confequently, that legilation 1s the

rastesT of all talks:—Yet, #hat truth and

Sfelf-endcnce, muft b totally undifcernible by

me,—
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ime,—'t13] you have prevep,—that the
ricuT of the prorprz,~1s5, to have the
CONMAND OVER GOVERNORS; and the
puTY of GOVERNORS, Is, tO pay OBEDi-
exce to the propre; and allo, that the
MOST ILLITERATE Of. MANKIND, CAN
MUCH EASIER DISCOVER, WHAT CONDU-
‘€ES TO THE PURBLIC GOoOD;—THAN Gobp,

CAN REVEAL 1IT.

In page 24, you tell us, “that men
“ furely can not be faid to give up thei
“ natural 7ights, by entering into a com-
«paft for the better fecuring of them.”
By which, xarurar RricuTs, you tell
us, yoﬁ mean, LIFE, LIBERTY, and PRO-

PERTY,

This propofition indeed, Sir, would be
moft certainly, not only [felf-evident, but
even udeniical; did it not, a little untor-
tunately Taxe for craxTep, that there
ARE SUCH THINGS, a5 NATURAL RICHTS.

Now,
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Now, oh dccount of this unlucky accident,
you muft be under the unavoidable necei-
fity, not only of wundertaking a talk, but
alfo of accomplifiing an exploit,—which,—
I am afraid, is infinitely lefs fuited to the
ftrength of your mind, than the Jardefl
labour,—or even all the labours of Her-

cules were, to the wigour of his body.

For, before this pofition, can poflibly
be admitted,—which indeed, you hold in

common with your {chool-malters, though
to you alone belong, the unparticipated ho-
nour of {o clear, {o accurate, and fo very
fenfible a ftatement of it;—you muft firft
pEsTROY not only, the wHoLE conca-
TENATION, but hkewile, every ndividual
Iink 1n the chain, of Tnnat rREAsoNING,—
which /olds,—and binds together, the fore-
going letters. DBut, as this 1s {o arduous
a tafk, that from fear of the accomplifh-
ment, you may not be willing to fee the
neceffity for undertaking it; or, which, for

H h want
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want of clearer logical {peflacles, you may
not be able to dilcover;—permit me to
exemplify 1t by a more familiar inftance,
which, having a reference to your own

perfon, may be to you, eafier of compre-

henfion, than any other illuftration, I could

poflibly produce.

Let us {fuppofe then, {fome one to main-
tain—that Dr. Prieflley, has xoT given up
all his capacity for rReasonNing, by that
portion of 1it, which, we find, he has 7e-

tained in his leiters to Mr. Burke.

Now certainly, no one could poflibly be
fo toolifh, as to maintain, that i you have
RETAINED “ g capacily jfor reafoming,” 1n
thofe letters;—that you had, when writing
them, either loff if, or gwen 6 up. Bu,
full, there may notwithftanding, remain, fwo
poliibie fubjefts of difpute. For, 1t 1s not
quite 1mpoflible,—that fome {ceptical op-
ponent to your admirer, might DpoUBT,

whether
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whether you cver fad, or even DENvy, that
you ever HAD,—at any time,—any capacity
for reafoming ; or even, if you lhad,~—whe-
ther, you retained any, 1 your letlers to
Mr. Burke. And after reading thele let-
ters of mine, to which yours gave occafion,
fhould any one be {o whmfical, as to de-
‘mand of your admirer, proors of thele
points; ue mult neceflanly undertake the
Herculean Yabour, of exhibiting them, before,
he could procure from the objettor, any
affent, to his firft polition. But, with fuch
a requifition, it appears to mec, as diffrcult,
to find any man ;‘.BLE tO COMPLY  as it
{eems impoffible, that you fhould be capable,
of satisrvine the demand, in the former
cafei—for the fole purpofe of illuftrating
which, 1 have introduced, this latfer in-

ftance.

As to all your little poppings, in defence
of the pofitions, which relate to the elec-
tion, and dethronement of kings, they were

Hhoe cvidently
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evidently charges, only of powder. Far,
all the fhot, which 1s a.one fitted for thz
maintenance of {uch pofts, has been alrea-
dy compleatly deltroyed, by the long train
of artillery, which I arranged, oppofite to
your fort: fo that it would now be in
me, a criminal walte of powder, not only
to fire off a fingle charse, but even to
make your foldiers wink, by giving them.

a flath in the pan.

But, Sir, there is one paflage in this zl-
lufftrious THiIRD LETTER, which, though it
entirely delivers us from all employment,
of the faculty of thinking, for the pur-
pole of refuting it; and affords us the
moft entire dijpenfation, ifrom all invefliga-
izon, by offering us only, what we have
nundreds of times before, both read, heard,
reprobated, and deifpifed; yet,—I can not
pafs it by unnoticed; as 1t gave birth to
~a refiection, which was to me attended
with great pain, though the relation of 1,

may
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may perhaps, to others, be followed by
much benefit. |

For, 1t gave me realon to lament, that
notwithflanding, the vaft lebour you have
employed, 1n pulling together, fuch a mul-
tiplicity of books, as, you have already ¥a-
sRICATED, that, you had not, blefore the
publication of your letters to Mr. Burke,
added to trewMm, one labour more. The talk,
I mean,—of making an Excrisn Dicri-
oNaRryY; for the benefit of yourfelf, and of
your friends. For, by this omifion, you have
molt unluckily pnzzled yourfclf, and them,
as to the meamng of a word,—which is,
oNtE of the moft common in the Enc-
risH language; and even denotes a per-
{on, exerciling an oflice,—which is of daily,
and hourly ufe, to the geneiality of the
world. Not to keep you longer in {ufpence,
—I muflt inform, you,—it 1s,—the word,—

SERVANT.

Now,
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Now, Sir, becaufe, it is the dusy of the
Kixc, a macistraTe, &c. to do good,
or, to render fervice to the pecple, who
are wnirufled to thesr care; therefore, you
and your friends maintain,—that, #iey are
the servants of the people.

I muft coniefs, that for fome time, I
thought,—this expreffion, was inten&ed, only,
as an harmlefs pun; by which, you might
hope to roufe your readers, from any in-
clination to fleep, or propenfity to drow-
finels; or by which, you might expeft to
relieve them from fatigwe, or even per-
~ baps, to loften their features, into a fmile.
But, however true it may poflibly be,—that
it has produced BoTH of thofe effets, upon
Jome of them; yet,—that no {fuch confe-
quence, was ntended by you, 1 am now
perfeétly convinced,—from the moft .accurate
attention, .to the uniform gravity, and con-
ftant folemnity of your diftion. For, gven

when you tell us, that xinxcs are the ob-
7€6is
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gefts of your laughter ; your words have
not the lealt tendency, to move a fingle

mulcle, 1n the face of any other man; ex-

cept, 1t fhould chance to be, at,—and not,
wWith YOU.

I muft beg lcave therefore, 1uft to ob-
ferve, that however, I might be inciined
to concur with you, in a ferzous applica-
tion, of the f{erm,~—servawnT, to the King,.
could 1t be CONFINED to /fus office fingly,
without being extended to others;—yet, I
muft confels, I feel fome relutlance, to
the adoption of fuch an application of it;
becaufe, men are fo prone to err, that
fome of them, would then perhaps imagine
that 1t may with equal, or cven fhll great-
er propriety, be applied, both, to vou,
and me. And though, for my own part,
I am totally indifferent, as to any diminu-
tion of rcfpeit, which might chance to be
the confequence, of fuch an application to
myfelf ;—~yet, -1 fhould be extremely lorry,

013
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on sour account; 1if, any, of jsour du=z
congregation, fhould treat vou with only
half the contemgpt, by confidering you, as
THEIR SERVANT; that vou do a king,—

by conlidering HiM, as YOURSs. .

Befides, 1if this were to be the cafe, the
very nature of the relafion, between you;
and vour flock, would moft unfortunately,
be totally reverled. For then, it would
be their office to.ieach, and jyours to learrn.
It would be thar duty.to preach, and yours
to hear. It would then, be their riguT
io ffue out therr commands to vYou, and

qour .DUGTY tO OBEY THEIR INSTRUC-

TIONS.

But, how difagreeable, and irkfome, fuck

a fituation muft neceffarily be to you; I can
eafily conceive, from that noble frecdom of
[fpirit, waich breaths -through all your wri-
tings; and which fo irrefragably proves,—
that you would fpurn with indignation, at

the
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the dery udez, of fubmitiing to any man's
direcion, or even of acknowledging, any
omamn, as your fuperior.

But, . that {uch, would foorn be the Lorri-
ble ftate of fubjeition, to which you would
be reduced, if your congregations, fhould
once give the fame appellation to gou,
which,—you do,—to the Zing,~~is not
merely a theoretical conjefture, but is a

fatt, which may be faid to be fanflioned,

by experience.

For, I know from the information, of
fome of the muflers of your perfuafion,
that this 1s the acTtuarn flate of flavery,
to which, fome of them, have been already
reduced. Of which, they complained to me,
as a burden too grievous to be borne, and
which therefore, they lamented as the heavieft
of afllittions. Now, Sir, if the whole multi=

tude of Unitarian congregations, fhould once

univerfally add to their other enlightened tenet,
I that
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that Fefus Cbri/} 1s to be treated only ds a

mere mar, this allo,—that their :ming'ﬂc'rs
are to be treated only as mere fervents ;—
how miferable then would bc your condi-
tion. And in the inftances, to which 1
allude, where, Juch has been the prac-
tice of fome congregations, they were
certainly thole, who had embraced the
THEORY. For they, 1t {eems, were juft as
incapable as you,—of conceiving the pal-
pable difference, and -diffinclion,—there is,—
between,—the poINGC ANOTHER A SER-
viceE,~—and,—the BEING HIS SERVANT,
Hence therefore, they thought themfielves
authorifed, to compel ther minifiers, (under
the penalty of the lofs of their wages) to
preach sucu bpocTriNEes, as the richef]
and greateft, though not perhaps, the wifefl
members of the congregation, fhould pleale
to coMMAaND: and reftrained them f{from

preaching fuch, as the MiNisTERs, would
themfelves have chofen,
I
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I will therefore beg leave, Sir, with all
duec deference, to fubmit, and leave the
queltion, entirely to your own determina-
tion. viz. Whether,—as x:ncs are 7o
more bound to oBeEy the commanbps of
therr sumJects, than -you are thefe of
§0u¥ AUDITORS;—It may not be,—in vou,
—as juft and as right,—as proper and- as
decent,—as humdle and as rational,—not to
give the ‘appellation of servanNT, to a

KING,—as,—It 1S in yOUr CONGRECATION,
—NOT to give it,—to YoU.

There are, Sir, likewile, fome other paf-
fages, in this very letter of yours, to which,
I 'am now paying my refpefts; which in-
difputably prove,—that had 1t been .pre-
ceded by the manufatture of that very
uleful, but delpiled work,—a diflionary, it
muft neceffarily have contained fewer ap-
parent errors; and would have been of
ineftimable advantage to your friends. They
being, I am perfuaded, as much determin-

I12 ed



( 252 )

ed, nof to unlearn any thing, which they
fancy, they have been taught by you; as
you can pollibly be relolved, not even to
exarune the iruth of any pofition, which
syou imagine, jou have learned from Mr.,
Locke. The principle, 1s the fame 1n
both; though to be {ure, the authorities,
are fomewhat different.

For, you proceed to cenlure the ex-
preflion, of—“ Our Sovireien Lorp
“ tuz Kixeg,” though only indeed, upon
political principles. But, as fome of your
eleves condemn it likewife, upon religious
ones, 1 doubt not, but you allo have the
Jame objeflion to 1t; though both, I am
certain, highly venerate the title,—of—

““ THE MAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE.”

You are of opinion, that the firf term,
if 1t ought to be ufed at all, fhould be
applied to the parfiament.

Now,
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Now, if you mean by s word,—only,
~—the HoUusks or Loxps, and Commons;
had you but confulted fome Encyclopedia,
which you muflt neceffarily have done, upon
every gprinciple of book-making, had you un-
dertaken to manufatlure a new diflionary;
—you would moft probably, never have

urged this objeftion. For then, you muft

have been uncommonly unfortunate indeed,
had you not learned from fome one, or other
of them, that the Lords and Commons, are
only portions of the legillature; but, that
the xine mimserLe, allo, forms, a con-
{tituent part of the legiflative body. That
every law therefore, requires lus affent, as
much as the affents of the two houles:
And his ~NecaTivEe, is as perfettly con-
stitutioNnaL, for the rRejecTiON of an
att, as that, of a wmajoriTY, In either
houfe. You would then allo bhave known,
that, when we {pcak of the Kinc as our

SovireicN Lorp; we do not, by that

expreflion charallerife him, as a part of

the
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the flegiflaiure, but 2s possessine compleai-
Iy in h:mfelf, the wHOLE ExEcUTIVE
powgr of the king®dm; and therefore,
that 1T 1s A TiTLE, to which, the par-
LIAMENT, In 70 fenfe, in which, you can
pollibly tate that word, can have any more
claim, than, even the revofution fociety ; or, as
Mr. Burke calls it; the “ foczety for revo-

 luticns.”

By the feme means, you would moft
probably have removed allo, any rcligzous
feruples, which you may entertain, as well
as your dilciples,—as to the propriety of
the fame tile.

For, no doubt, but you might then have
gleaned up, at leaft, fo much acquaintance
with Jggzc, as would have imparted to you,
fome knowledge of the proper ufe, and fig-
aificaiion of worps; and taught you, that

the wery fame epithets, may, by their apph-

cation to different fusjects,—recerve, from the

Jubjetis
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fubjetts themfelves, either, an enlargement, or
Limitation to their figuifications. Confe-
quently therefore, though 1t would un-

doubtedly be blafphemy in us, to call the

King, ourR SoveErREIGN Lorp Gop;—

yet, it is certainly, not at all inconfiftent
with  piety, with nocence, and  good fenfe,

to call wuiMmM, our Sovereicn Lorp

THE KING.

And indecd, where, even cuftom only,
in a f{tate had authoriled, or {anétioned
fuch a  title;—to withold 1t, Is even to
difobey an authority, which I hope you
will pardon me for thinking;—though™ I
differ from gyou in opinion,—fill greater,
than even jyours. I mean, a learned anci-
ent writer, called an Apoftle, notwithitand-
ing you, have dilcovered /fus miflakes ;—
who, has recommended to us,—I dare not,
for fear of offence,—fay,—enjoined us,— to
“ pay cuflom, to whom cuflom s due, and
 honour, Lo whom honour.”

You
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You objett indeed, I know, for, fo you
have yourfelf told us,—to fuch titles, be-
caufe, you think,—they are apt to inflate
xiNGs with pripe. But is not this a paf-
fon, which, it is as neceflary to be guard-
ed agamit,—for the fake of the peace,
comfort, and happinefs of f{ociety,—~in sus-
1EcTs, as well as in xixes. And will you
then, that you may att confifiently, withold
from every man, of any other rank, /s
title, from the fear, that the beflowing i,
might excite the fame paffion in Aum.

Some men, for inftance, may be proud of-
the {tile,—of Reverenp Doctor,—how-
ever it may have been acquired, or what-
ever 7ight they may hgve to 1, or to
whatever rank, they may be enfitled to de-
rive from 1t, in this kingdom; where al-
moft every poor curate, has an unqueition-
able right to a rank, fuperior to numbers
of thofe, who happen, to be /o dignmfied.

But, were fe to attempt to aflume 1t, he
would
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wculd foon be abafthed into humiiliation,
by the fupercilious brows of thofe, who,
notwithftanding treat with contempt, the i:-
tles of xincs. Nay, though you yourfclf,

may totally difregard the recommendation of
the ArostrLe, give me leave to afk you,

this queftion, whether, even vyou, Sir, would
not have thought me~if 1 had not ad-
drefled you,—as, Tue Reverenp Doc-
Tor PRrRiesTrLEY,—t0 have been cuiLrTy,

‘at leafl, of a Brzacm of coop maAN-
NERS.

From hence then, it clearly follows, that
you yourlelf muft not only deem ¢kat man, if
not ignorant of the rules, yet, however, to be
deficient in the praflice of good-brceding,
who is fo tenacious of his own perfonal
confequence, as to refule to others, the
titles and places, which are really due to
them ; but Aim alfo, who even refufes them

to others,—from courtefy, which they ought
Kk not,
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not, though they ofiecn do claim, as =

I doubt not therefore, but that you
likewife think, that geod” manners are of
much more confequence, to the comfort of
individuals; and of much more importance
to fociety; than {ome are apt to con-
ceive; and confequently, that there are
clafles of people, who pay a much lefs
attention to it, as a part of education, tham
it deferves. As 1t certainly tends, to ba-
mifh rudenefs and ferocioulnels from foci-
ety, and to produce the fame ouTwWARD
acts of kindnefs, gentlenefs, and humility,
which chriftianity upon a different, and
better principle, enioins. So that the hum-
bleft and beflt chriflzan, is in fall, the beft

ored gentleman.

Never therefore, 1T am certain, fhall
we difcover 1n future, any inchination
in you, and your f{riends, to with-

hold
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hold from others, thofe titles, which, the
rites and cufloms of a ftate, authorife any
rank to aflume. Since it is evident, that
whoever feels that uclinaiion, 1s attuated
by the very fame paffion, which infligates

the poffeffors of titles, to pride themfelves
upon them. Convinced, as you undoubted-

ly are, that whoever refules to another,
the appellation or the rank, which 1s due
to him; can only be deemed as a coun-
terpart to f{urly Diogenes, trampling, with
Cynic arrogance upon- the carpets of that
Plato; who was as much . {uperior to the
philofophers of old, and allo, of this enlight-
ened age, in the manners of a gentleman;
as,—in the brilliancy, and copioulnels of
his imagination ;—the vivacity, and extent
of his fagacity ;—and the importance, and

profundity of his dilcoveries,

As to that expreflion, which 1s {o great
a favourite with fome philofophers, and
undoubtedly, not lels {fo with the vut-

Kka GAR,
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¢ar, for it 1s to them, the title belongs,
—1 mean, “ THE MAJESTY OF THE PEO-
“prLE; —had you undertaken the tafk, of
which 1 lament the want of execution;—
the explanation of this term, would foon
have been very ealy to you; and you
would, I doubt not, readily have feen, the
abfurdity and contradiction, which, it in-
volves. For, though I do not think, that
any diflicnary-meker, has yc¢ been fo en-
behiened, as tc jein thefe words together,
as a well-known f@iile; or even quoted any
pallage, from any cnlighiened writer, to au-
thorife fuch a juntlion; yet, to have dii-
covered the beautiful aAxTitreESIs, which
they form 4otk in fenfe and found, there
would have been no occafion for you, to
have bhad recourfe to the ingenious Chas-
bers, nor the flill more wvaluable Scoich
Encyclopedia, now publithing; but, you
might have made the dilcovery, from the
very firft {chool-boy’s diftionary, you had

take i
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taken up; 1f, his moiftened thumb, had

not torn off, or obliterated, the words.

For at what time, could this fame
much-talked of majrsty, be breathed into
the people? Not furely, in a flate of na-
fure, when no government exifts,—but cach
man is enjoying his NaATurAaL RiGuTs of
rreepoM and EQuavrity, for the bpE-
stTrucTioN of each other? Was 1t then,
when no longer able to {upport, {o mife-
rable a fltate of cxiftence, they were feek-
ing to get rid of THEIR OWN SELF-DI-
RECTION, by fubmitting, to almolt any man,
who would take upon him the labour, of
covErxinGg them? Was it in ecither of
thefe fituations? If 1t were. However
clorious, fuch {tates may appear to mo-
dern philofophers, in thele enlightened times,
ruey,—the prorrE,~—cvidently preferred
fubmiffion to a COVERNOR, tO amy SUcH
MAaJESTY. Experience, baving loon taught

them, from THEIR OWN INCAPACITY,—for

fuch
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{uich a choice: that it was much better to
truft, to ihe feeming cafual fucceflion of
nature, than to their own i1gnorant feleétion.
Litile dreaming I ween, at that time, that,
they were thus {urrendering up THFIR

majesTty, of which, they had never

heard.

Or was it, AFTER THEY KAD SUBMIT-
TED, and were BOUND tOo OBEY the wiLL,
or wirLs of others? 1If this be the TinmE
meant; had you, but taken the method I
have propofed, and which I lament, did
not occur to your thoughts; had you but
looked out, only,—the words, majefly, fo-
vereignly, government, obedience, and fubjells,
you would have feen clearly, the abfurdi-
ty, and contradittion, of fuch a phrafe.
When therefore, you had heard, fuch an
expreflion ufed, at the 7revoluiion fociely;
your eye-brows, would {pontaneoufly have
exprefled the contempt, you inwardly felt;

and you would have been more difpoled,
had
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had it been confiftent with gyour good
manners, to have hifled the perfons, who
gave {uch nonfenfe for a toaft; than to
applaud 1t, and drink 1t, perhaps,—* wiTu

“ THREE TIMES THREE.

By this time I think, even vyou, Sir,
muft fee clearly, how very ncceflary 1t is,
that men, fhould molt accurately =xamine,
and moft precifely conceive the MEANING
of worps; bcfore they can pretend, to
lay any claim to the charatler of RrEea-
sONERS; or can form any preteace, to
rank themfelves, 1in the number of wri-
TERS, SPEAKERS, orf cf crirres. From
the want of this habit, which muft be the
fubftratum of every good compofition,—it is,
—that we may often hear a man {peaking
fluently for an hour, when to all the pur-
pofes of inftruftion, he has- really been
faying nothing; or rcad a folio, which
though it coft the author, the labour of

years to write, truly eftablifhes no otber

proof,
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prcof,—than this;—that the writer, has
proved wothing. For, when by an accurate
fcrutiny, into a fundamental propofition,
we have once found, that the {peaker, or

the writer, had no clear coneeption . of

the terms, by which, it was compaéfled,
and we have ourfelves difcovered, their
true and proper fignification, we thall
fee the {peech, or the book, at once lofe

1ii’s only principle of cohefion, and crum-

ble into dufl.

That you were not indeed much fooner
aware of the neceflity for this praélice,
and did not moft feduloufly endeavour to
cultivate it; I have the plealure of think-
ing, was owing in no fault in me, but is
wholly to be 1mputed, to your own neg-
lett. For, above twenty ypears ago, 1 not
only pointed #/fzs, out to you, but alfc,
moft [erioufly advifed and intreated you,
to give a clofe attention, to the fludy of
every branch of the ari of rocic, not

indeed,
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indeed, that you might improve, but that
you might acquire a talent for ratiocina-
tion. And, the more clearly to evince to
you, the extreme want, and ablolute ne-
ceflity you were under, of following this
advice, I exhibited to you, the moft dired,
and flongeft proof;—by writing a little ef-
fay, entitled Prriestrey, aganff Priest-
Ly, and fhowing, from your deficiency
in thefe refpetts, in your effay upon govern-
gent, HOW YOU YOURSELF,—CONFUTED
YOURSELF.,

Upon this occafion indeed, a perfon who
called himiell Eberacenfis, threw down his
gauntlet, and denied, that I had proved
the charge. He certainly advanced to the
combat, with much f{eeming {pirit, but with
~great real weaknels; with a confidence, which
nothing but ability, could have jultified, but
with fuch powers, as only the moft bafh-
ful modefty, could have fuited. The very

L1l firft-
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hirft onfet brought him breathlefs, and fenfe.-
lefs, to the ground; never more to. rife.
Arnd I {uppofe, that by this time, at leaft,
you recognize in me,—if you did not
before,—a certain writer,—who formerly
aflumed, the name,—of Ariflarchus.

But perhaps, you miftook me for an enemy,
and therefore were refolved, not to pay any
regard, to my advice. Should you however,
plead tizs as an excule, you muit yourfelf
be f{enfible, that 1t can not by any means, -
prove your juftification. For, you can not
poilibly, have lo far forgotten the -radi-
ments of your education, as not to remem-
ber, that—fuas e¢f et ab hofle doccri. Your
condu& therefore, was as impolitic, as your
{uppofition was 1ll-founded. For, what pof-
fible advantage could accrue to -any ene-
my, by recommending any thing, which, muit
neceflarily conduce to your good; and poi-
fibly, to his own injury. But with the moft

unfeigned
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unfeigned truth, I can affure you; that
sf you did really, or do- now, fo efieem me,
you do me great Iinjuftice, and are your-
felf much miftaken. I can moﬁ-folemﬁly
afirm, that there never was, that man ex-
ilting in the world, for whom I ever en-
tertained the lealt diflike, becaufe, we
differed in opinion, or difagreed in {entiment.
Tor, 1t 1s almoft impoflible to conceive, a
greater contrariety of opinions, to fubfift
between two men, who were both warmly
attached, to the truth of chriftianity, than
between me, -and my late moft excellent
friend,—Dr. John Jebb; whom I believe
you well knew, and highly valued; yet,
—we lived in the moft umnterrupted har-
mony with each other,+-from the com-
mencement of our acquaintance 1n the
univerﬁt‘y, to the day of his death; though
we never met without difputing, and by the
account of his life, I find, we were once
warmly engaged againft each other, in a

L1a public
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gublic controverly. Which, ha;:l I at that

tizme known, fhould have borne fome marks
of the {incere affeGion, with which, I lov-
ed the man, whatever might be the ear-
neftnefs, with which I attacked the argu-
ments of the writer.

For, never fhall I ceafe to cherifh the
fweet remembrance of him bere,~—and,—O!
—that I may be deemed worthy to live with
him, in eternal friendfhip hereafter. Many
there were, who did 1njuftice to his cha-
rater, whillt living, and who, now fill
know not, one half of his real worth.
For, he having eaily in Iife, imbibed fome
firong prejudices on religious {ubjefts—
his habits and connettions, led him rather
to cherith them: than afterwards, to em-
ploy his own excelient underftanding, in
examining, and eradicating them. And, as
bis honeft heart, was always warm in de-
fence of the fentiments which he embra-

ced :
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ced; he was fometimes led. by his attach-
ment to others, to appear fo fome as a
fiery zealot,-for -his opinions; - who in re-
ality, would 'not: defignedly bave given a
moment’s pain to any, the meanelt fenfi-
tive creaturc. For, no man ever poflefled,
more “ of the milk of human kindnefs,” and
never did I know, amonglt men, (for I
mult mark that diltinétion) -a purer Ipirit,
—walted to .heaven.—Parden this digrel-
fion; and  permit me,—that,—

His faltem. accumulem domis, e fuzgar inane
Munere.

But, Sir, from' this pleafing,~{ad remem-
brance, I muft-once more turn myi fteps,
to the thorny paths of controverly ; though
they will not at prelent be detained, but

for fome few minutes, longer.

Pardon me then, Sir, that if,—well know-
ing the ““7rapid glances,” you are wont to

take
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take of books, I requeft the favour of
you, and can aflure you, that ¢h:s requeft
is made, as much for your benefit, as, my
own ;—that,—when you do me the honour,
of reading thefe letters,—you would be fo
good,—as moft atfentively to perufe them,—
TWICE at LEeasT,—Dbefore, you undertake
to an{wer them. Becaufe otherwife, moft
probably, your ftatement of my opinion,
will, through inattention, be.a mifreprefen-
tation, and-then infiead of engaging with
me,- you will be fighting only with the
air. For, as 1t is 1mpoflible for you, to
reply to mY ARGUMENTs, if you have not
allowed yourfelf, Trme {ufficient to under-
fland them; and fuch a -7eply, conititutes
the very Essexce of-all ‘conTrROVERSY;
vou will be under the xEecessiTty, of
having recourfe to your moft ufual mode,
—of calling THAT an ANSWER,—which,—
without even aiming, at a REFUTATION
of your opponent’s REASONING,—cCONtains

merely,—
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merely,~—a RE-cAPiTULATION, and xg-
ASSERTION, of your own opinions. A mode
of proceeding, which I can affure you, has
fuch an effett upon fome acute reafoners,
as to produce in them inftantly,—a ndufeq,
at’ the' very fight of any of your works. -

Be fo good therefore, I befeech you, as
to exert your own utmoft endeavours, ‘and
even call- to your aid, all the” affitance you
can *'prbcure, that' inftead of -taking the
meaning ‘of my ‘terms for granted,—you
‘may be enabled,—moft attentively to invef-
tigate the ﬁgn@ﬁc&tim-dﬁ every word ‘1 have
uled;, n every propofiiion, which 1 have ad-
vanced; and inftead of contenting your-
felf, with REPROBATING My concLUSIONS,
wITHOUT PROOF Of THEIR being DESERV-
inG ol censurg, be pleafed with the
uimoft feverity to ferutinife the chain which
connefls, the CoONCLUSIONS, WITH THEIR

RESPECTIVE PREMISEs, For, thele are

the
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the only effettual means, by which, you
can either nesTrOY my lyltem, or that you

can REBUILD Ar. Locke's.

It is-to ereft, or repair, a- fit habitation
for TauTs, that is,—or cught to be;. our
primary obje@. And though fhe is then
placed in a manfion malft . {furtable to her
dignity; when it 1s lixe thofe, which a Plato or
a Burke has ere@ed for her, ornamented with
the fineft polifhed marble pillars of the Ca-
rinthian order; yet, will fhe notwithftand-
ing, fometimes deign to dwell in an humble
cottage, fupported merely by wooden pillars
Ioughl_y' hewn out of oak, and wrought

only in ruftic work.

That I might, the {fooner,. give you an
opportunity of attempting to execute this
work, {o far at leaft as relates to civic
coveRNMENT, well knowing how impati-
ent you are, under any deprivation ot la-

- bour ;
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bour; I have divided this correfpondence,
—iInto Twd PARTs; that you might not
be robbed.of the pleafure of returning an
anfwer, ‘ull that time  was elapfed, which,
it would be requifite for me, to. employ in

writing the /fecond part.

I well know, with what agility and.pica-
fure, you always advance to the fight; and
with what tardinefs, and reluttancv, you
retire. 'The nimblenels of the one, I have
been {ometimes induced to think, fhows
more {pirit, than policy. But the {lownefs
of the latter, can not be acculed of want
of art; however, fome may bave fufpett-
ed it of the appearance of vanity. For,
often have we f{een you, not only like
Anteus, as {oon as you have been thrown
upon the earth, inftantly rebound, with re-
newed ftrength: But even,—when your ‘ad-
verfary, has like another Hercules, really
vanquifhed you, and fuffered your Ulifelefs
corple,- to fall to the ground;fw_q have

M m likewile
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likewife feen you rife once more, re-anima-
ted with your former confidence;—and
whén you knew the conqueror was certain-
ly retired from the field, never more mean-
ing to return ;~we have heard you challenge
him again to the combat, fing a triumphal
{fong, and claim the wreath of viftory,—as if

sou were really the vitftor, not the van-
quifhed.

I am, Sir,

>

Your very humble Servant,

S. COOPER.

END OF TH IRST PART.
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Shortly will be publifhed, by the fame Author.

An INTRODUCTION to the STubpY of the
New TeEsTAMENT, in which, amongit feveral
other {ubjeéts of Enquiry, the true diftinftion
between the INTERNAL and EXTERNAL
EVIDENCES of Chriftianity, is, (in oppofuion
to the opinions of fome very eminent writers)
endeavoured to be more accuratcly explained
then 1t has hitherto been, and.the PRINCIPLES
of Mr. Hume’s Philofophy, from which he
deduced his Arguments againft MIRACLES as
proots of a Divine Revelation, are fhown to
be contrary to the firft Principles of our Know-

ledge, as deduced from EXPERIENCE and
TESTIMONY.

Publifhed by the fame Author.

1. The Neceflity and Duty of the early In-
fruftion of Children, in the Chriftian Religion,
evinced and enforced ;—Preached in the Parifh
Church of Great Yarmouth, on Sunday, June
the 2oth, 1790; For the Benefit of the Cha-
rity and Sunday Schools. Printed at the Requefl

of the Reprefentatives 1n Parliament, for that
Burgh,
I-Il Thﬂ



II. The Confiftency of Man’s, Free-Agency, with
God's Fore-knowledge in the Government of
the World, proved and illuflrated. In a Dif-
courfe;—Preached 1n the Panfh Church of
Great Yarmouth, on Thurlday, Aprl 2gd,
178g; being the Day of General Thank{giv-
ing, for his Majelly’s Happy Recovery.

III. The One Great Argument for the truth of
Chnflianity, from a fingle Prophecy, evinced, 1n
a new Explanation of the Seventh Chapter
of H{aiah: and in a general Refutaton of the

Interpretations of former Commentators.

IV. Conlolation to the Mourner, and Inftruflion
both to Youth aud Old Age, from the early
Death of the Righteous. In Two Dilcourles ;—
occalioned by the Death of his eldeft Daugh-
ter, who had only juft entered 1nto her Tweniy-
fitft Year ;—To which is fubjoined, an Appendix,
contatming her Charalter, and two Elegies on
her Death. Preached at the Panifh Church of

Great Yarmouth.

V', Erroncous Opiniens concerning Providence
refuted,—the true Notions flated,—and 1illuflra-
fed by the Events which have lately happened

ic



to this Nation. Preached at the Parifh Church

of Great Yarmouth, on Friday;" February -8th,
1732,

VI. An Addrefs after Confirmation :—Pointing
out the Means of attamning Chriftian Perfeétion,
and true Happinels. Delivered at the Panfh
Church of Great Yarmouth, on Sunday, Auguift
o4th, 1783.

VII. The Power of Chriftianity, over the ma-

lignant Paflions afferted; the real Caufes of
Perfecutions amonglt Chriftians are  point-
ed out, and the true Grounds ol mutual
Forbearance in religious Opinions explained.

Preached Nov. ad, 1776.

VIII. The Neceflity and Truth of the Threc
Principal Revelations, demonfitrated from tlie
Gradations of Science, and the Progrels of the
mental Faculties. Preached on Commencement

Sunday, June 2gth, 1777.

IX. A Letter to the Clergy of Norfolk, upon
the Abolition of Tythes. In which, the Schemes

propofed for an Equivalent, are examined.

X. A full Refutation of the Reafons advanced

in Defence of the Petition, for the Abolition
of



of Subfcription to the Articles and Liturgy. By
no Bigotto, nor againlt the Church of England.

XI. Explanations of different texts of Scriptures,
in four Differtations; 1ft. On eternal Punifh-
ments.—2d. On Chnft’s curfing the Fig-Tree.

gd. On Miftranflations.—4th. On Chrift’s Temp-
tation ;—in which, the Notions of a Viflion,
and the perfonal Appearance of Satan, are

refuted.

XII. A Letter to the Bifhop of Gloucefter ;—
in which his Lordfhip’s Divine LEcaTION
is defended, both from the Mifapprehenfions of
his Lord{hip’s Fniends, and Mifreprefen:ations

of his Enemies.

XIII. Definitions and Axioms, relative to Charity,
Chantable Inflitutions, and the Poor’s Laws,

In which, Houfes of Induftry were firft recoms- .
mended to the Attention of the Public,
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