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Elecfion SER MON.

Hes XI 24, 25, 26.

By Faith Mofes when be was come to Years,
refufed to be called the Son of Pharaoh's
Dazughter ; choofing rather to fuffer Affiiction
with the People of God, than to enjyy the
Pleafures of Sin for a Seafon : Efteeming
the Reproach of Chrift greater Riches than
the Treafures 13 Egypt : for he had Refpeit
to the Recompence of the Reward.

HE divine author of this epif-
tle, defigning to cncourage
the chriftian Hebrews to a fted-
faft profeflion of their faith,
and a rcfolute difcharge of
their duty, in oppofition to all
worldly difcouragements, propoundsto them
fome eminent examplces of picty, fortitude,
and felf-denial ; among which, that of Me/fes
appears with a diftinguifhed luftrec :—And
as
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as he was the renowned /luwgiver of the
Flebrew nation, the confideration of fo great
a charadter cannot be improper to the pre-
lent occafion.

The Text leads us to confider in the firft
place, the public fpirit of Mefes ; the fervices
he performed, and the felf-denials he endu-
red for his own nation—and then, the prin-
ciple of piety which cherithed and fupport-
ed his patriotic fpirit,and co-operating with
it, carricd him thro’ fuch a fhining courfe of
{elf-denial and public fervice.—After which,
it may be proper to fay fomething of the
wifdom of Mo/es in following the dictates
of his confcienice, and anfwering his obli-
gations to God, and to his brethren the
Hebrews, in oppofition to fuch great world-
ly motives.

SucH was the public fpirit of Mo/fes, that
he refigned the moft tempting fecular prof-
pects, and voluntarily partook of the aficti-
ons of the Hebrews, that he might become
their deliverer. He refufed, fays the text, to
be called the fon of Pharval’s daughter ; chu-
fing rather to fuffer affliction with the
people of God than to enjoy the pleafures
of {1n for a feafon.

At
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At the time when the founder of their
ftatc was born, the Ifraelites were cruelly
opprefled by the monarch of Egypr. The
important fervices which Jofeph had ren-
dered that kingdom wecre now forgotten ;
and the pofterity of the twelve patriarchs
who had been invited to dwell in Egyp?,
upon the terms of friendfhip, were, without
any provocation, trcated with a barbarity
which humanity forbids to the worft enc-
mies. God faw and refented the oppreflion
of his pcople, and the crucltics practifed
upon them by Pharoah and his officers. He,
who has made of one blood all nations to dwell
upon the face of the earth ; who is the patron
of the opprefled, and who delights to hum-
ble exalted wickedness, cfpoufed the caufe
of this poor and injurcd natton, and oppofed
himfelf to the tyrant of Fgyps: and as he
had promifed great and {ingular bleflings to
the lle)cd of Facob, he remembered his pro-
mife. I have feen, faid thc God of Abraham,
I have furely feen the affiittion of my people
which are in Eg ypt, and have heard their cry
by reafon of their task-maficrs, and am come
down to deliver them—God raifed up Pha-
roah, or rather {uffered him to rife, that he
might be an illuftrions example of his own
power and juftice ;and in the plagues which
loon after caine upon that haughty oppref-
for and his people, the world was taught,

‘ whag
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what thofe potentates deferve, who harden
their hearts again{t the moft high, -who di-
veft themfelves of the common {entiments
of humanity, and who trample upon the
rights of mankind.

Mofes was the chofen inftrument of tha
deliverance which Heaven had decreed to
the pofterity of Ifrael ; and by him God
gave them the moft important bleflings any
people can cnjoy ;—a free government, and
a divine religion. The Hebrew polity is
not only one of thc moft antient, but onc
of the beft civil conftitutions that cver the
world was bleft with ; a conftitution wor-
thy of it’s divinc Author, and niccly adapted
to preferve the property, frecdom, peace
and fafcty of the pcople to whom it was
given * : and had it been of a contrary na-
turc and tendency ; had it been calculated
for the oppreflion, rather thar. the general
happinefs of the fubject, no man would have
been oblig’d to bclicve that it came from
Heaven.

T here

® The fiivolous objections and grofs calumnics, th-own out by
fome againft the luw of Mofes, nave been more than orse
anfwercd and expofed, Mr, Leawman has recated this
argument to the bottom, in his diflertaiion on'the civii go-
vernment of the Hebreavs, in which, the jnitice, wisdom, and
goodnefs of the ms/uical conflitatony,are Gilly vindicaied.



An Ekétin SERMON. ¢

There is a clofe conne&ion between civil
fiberty and true religion ; Tyrants are com-
monly equal enemies, to the religious and
civil rights of mankind ; and having enfla-
ved the bodies of their {ubjets, they affet
alfo ro enflave their confciences. 'The peo-
ple of Ifracl were made free, in order to their
being prepared for the fervice of the God of
Ifrael ; and without freedom; they would
not have been happy,even in the land flow-
ing with milk and honey. It was this that
compleated their worldly felicity, and »%
ded a peculiar fweetnefs to all the fruits of
Ca.aan, that they entered upon it as their
own poflcflion and inheritance, and not as
the propriety of an abfolute lord.

God had pronounced a blefling on the
feed of Fucod, and nothing could kinder this
blefling from taking effeét. In vain did
Phareai cctempt to wealen and deftroy
tliem : the people gresv and niultiplied wp-
dei all their oppreflicns ; and Fhareah hino-
{elt,educates chat child in his own court,swho
wag defigned to lead tiie Hebrews from
thetr bondags, and tc .bafe the pride of
Egypt.  So tfhort is Luman fore-irght ! {o
week s human pewer toand o certainly
frall the Civine decrecs ba accomp:ilicd |

B Tha
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The Fewifh lawgiver was furnifhed witlhy
all the great qualities, proper to the public
and important {ervices,to which he was ap-
pointed. He had a princely education from
Pharoud’s daunghter, who had adopted him
for her fon, as well as a religious one, from
his own mother, by whom he was nurfed.
Egypt was a renowned fchool of wifdom,
and the fountain of arts and {fciences : here,
the moft illuftrious men of antient Greece,
her poets, philofophers, and legiflators ,im-
proved their minds, and perfected their
{tudies ; and from this fountain, they drew
their learning and their fame. So that when
St. Stephen tells us, that Mofes was learned in
all the arts of the Fryptians, he docs in
effet fay, that he had the beft, and moft
liberal education,that the whole world could
afford. The fame divine author aflures us,
that Mofes was mighty in decds, as well as
words ; difcovering a {ingular prudence and
firmnefs in his conduct, as well as great
learning and penctration in his difcourfes :
and uniting the fortitude of a commander,
with the wifdom of a legliflator. Archbifhop
Tillotfon, with many others, fuppofes that
St. Stephen in this paflage, has a reference
to the great altions, which, 7o/ephus tellsus,
Mofes performed, when he commanded the
forces of “Pharvah, and overthrew a vaft
army of the £'thicpiens, that had invaded
'Eg)’p ‘. But
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But the picty, and public fpirit of Mofes,
complecated his thining character, and pe-
culiarly fitted him to anfwer the great de-
figns of providence, in the deliverance of
Yfracl. 'Thefe divine qualities, gave a luftre
to ail hisother great endowments, and made
him happy in a right application of them.
What advantage would the Hebrew nation
have reaped, from his learning, wiidom, and.
fortitude, had he not been poffefled with a
generous concern for its welfare ? Without
this, he might have afcended the throne of
Egypt, unmoved with the cries of his op-
prefled Brethren, and proved, perhaps, as
great a fcourge to the race from which he
{prung, as any of the Pharoal’s. But Cod,
who defigned him for a deliverer, foften-
cd his breaft. with compaflion,and gave him
a benevolence of heart equal to the cxtent
of his capacity, |

It often happens, that great and uninter-
rupted profperity hardens the heart: A
conftant fucceflion of gay and pleafurable
objelts,divarts our attention from the miferics
of others ; and we too feldom [ympathize
with them, in thofc calamities which we
never felt ourf:ives, and are never like to
fecl.  But the turprizing advancement of
Myfes in Egypt, was far from having fuch
am cfle® upon him., He did not difcfiain,

rom




12 An Eletltion SE R MO N.

from the height of his profperity, to caft a
tender look upon the low and fuffering con-
dition of his brethren ; and after he haqd
lived many years,incircled withall the {plen-
dors and luxury of the court of Egypt, he
had not forgot to weep with them that weep.

Mpofes might have been very happy,
according to the opinion of thofe,who never
knew the force and pleafure of the foclal af-
feGtions, had he abftraéted himfelf from his
own nation, had he becn regardlefs of thofe
{ufferings, fram which he was perfonally
exempt, and been wife enough, to make
himfelf the centre and circumference of his
own withes. He was a favoprite in one of
the politeft, and moft magnificent courts,
and had the profpeét of being advanced to
the head of one of the greateft kingdoms, in
the world : for Jofephus tells us, that as®Pha-
roah had no child, he defigned him for his
heir. But Mo/es cauld not endure to be
happy alone ; his heart was too tender, to
violate his obligations to God, and his own
nation, from any worldly confiderations
and he preferred the foft anguifth of coir
paflion f‘?)r his brethren,to all the pleafures »”
fin. Their welfare, was a dearcr obje@ o
him, than the crown of Egyp? : His own
profperity was taftlefs, fo long as the lives of
the Ifraclites were embittered with hard bor-

dagc 2
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dage ; “ and their groans found a way to his
car, and to his heart, thro’ all the mufic of
the court, and all the martial noife of the
camp, in which perhaps he fometimes com-
manded.” Accordingly he feemed to value
his advancement in Eg ypt, only as it might
render him a greater blefling to his people ;
and made no other ufe of it, than to pre-
~re himfelf, to execute the great purpofes
of pxovxdcnce, and to become the faviour
Of I/r acis

“Fir'd with thefe noble views, he lcft the
court of Phareab, and ventured to vifit his
lefpifed and opprefled brethren.——Ob-
"cxvmg, as he looked upon their burdens, an

Egyptian tatk-mafter fmiting an Hebrew,
and ufing him with great inhumanity, he
warmly refented the injury. —Led by
a divine impulfe, to give a fpecimen of
that dei*verance, which God defigned to
fend by his hands to the Ifraelites, he
refcued him that fuffered wrong, and flew the
Eg ypt:an. This action, which he perfor-
m¢:’, not only at the hazard of his court-pre-
fer... ats, but even of his life, was a proof
of the generous arder of his mind, and of
his brave refolution, either to rcdrefs the in-

_]urlcs of his brethren, or to fhare thejr afflic-
UCHS.

Having
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Having given this inftance of his honeft
indignation at the oppreflions of Pharoal),
which was very ungratefully received, even
by his own nation *, for whofe fake he
had thus expofed himfelf, he left the court
of Egyps, and fled to the land of Midiun,
But no change of place ; no length of time ;
no ingratitude of his brethren, could oblite-
rate his affection to them. Indeed, when
the appointed time of Ifrael’s deliverance
was come, and God called Mofes to lead 1n
this glorious work, he at firft, appeared
backward to accept the call ; which pro-
ceeded, not from an abatement of love to
his nation, but a modeft felf-difidence, not
rarely found in great minds, and from the
hopes, that God might {elect fome fitter per-
fon for this great undertaking. Who am
I, faid the accomplifhed fon of Awram, #ho
ain I, that I fhou!d go unto Pharaoh, end that I
Should bring forth the children of lrael out of
Egypt ! How far was hc from being influen-
ced by a luft of dominion! how fenfible,that
the office of a ruler is not to be fought, for
the fake of the external advantages annexcd

to

® When onc ef the two Hebrews who were ftriving together,

~and whom Mofes would have reconciled, thruft him away,
faying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge over us ? it ig
plain, the fpeech of this fingle perfon is reprefented in 4és
vil, 35, as expreiang the fentiments of the whole body of
the people ; as their flownefs afterwards, to believe the
miflion of Mofes, when attefted by miracles, feems evidently
tofhew that it was. Vid, Dod, Fam. Exp. on 4% vii. 27.
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to it ; and ought never to be accepted by
any man, but from a fenfe of duty, and an
inclination to deny himfelf for the public
happinefs !

Such an inclination Mofes early poffefled,
and carried with him, through all the fur-
prizing revolutions of his life. With this
public fpirit he left Egypt, and with the
fame fpirit, he fet himfelf at the head of his
diftrefled people, when he could no longer
doubt the appointment of heaven, and refo-
lutely difcharged the laborious, and hazar-
dous duties, of his high ftation : With this
fpirit, he led them out of Egypt, not fearing
the wrath of thé king, who followed clofe at
their heels, with a mighty army, threatning
their deftruction : With this fpirit, he cor
duéted them in the wildernefs,and fthared the
hardfhips and dangers to which, for many
years,they were expofed, in that inhofpitable
place : With this {pirit, he greatly endured
the peevifhnefs, murmurings, and provoking
carriage of the Ifraelites, exhibiting an afto-
nithing example of condefcenfion, patience,
and tendernefs towards that perverfe, and
ungrateful people : With this fpirit, he fer-
vently interceeded with God for them, and
ftood in the gap, to appeafe the anger of
heaven, when divine udgments were break-
bg 1 upon them : With this {pirit, when

God
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God was pleafed to offer, to make him a
greater nation in the room of Ifrael, he hum-
bly refufed ; and ftill, earneftly implored the
continuance of the divine patience towards
that people, preferring their welfare to the
dignity of his own family ; and even wifh-
ing, that his own name might be blotted
out of the book of life, rather than thcy
fhould fall by the ftroke of divine juftice.—
With fo conftant, and inextinguithable an
ardor for the welfare of his nation, was the
breaft of the Hebrew lawgiver infpirited !
A love ftrong as death, and which many
waters could not quench.

How happy were the Ifraelites,in fo wife
and tender a Leader as Mofes ! and how
happy the people, who are governed by
men of the fame difinterefted and public
fpirit ! who confider the community over
which they prefide, as their own family ;
who watch over it with a paternal care ;
who f{trenuoufly exert themfelves for it's
welfare, and take pleafurc in doing fo: who
defire no more power than is neceflary for
the good of the people ; who zealoufly em-
ploy, all which they poflefs, for this noble
purpofe; and can relith thathhappinefs as their
own, which they communicate to others.
This is the {pirit with which ecvery magif-
trate ought to enter upon his office ; which

will
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Wwill animate him to the duties, and fwceten
the cares and fatigues of it ; and this, every
man profefles who accepts a place of autho-
rity. A puolic charadter implies a public
fpirit ; without which, it is a badge of in-
famy, and not of honour to him that wears
it ; but when both are united, nothing hu-
man can more deferve our efteem and rr-
vercnce.—Nor fhould a ruler content him-
felf with a finall degree of public affetion :
there is no danger of excefs in this divine
paflion ; and the duties and dangers of an
high ftation require a double portion of it.
For that dcgree of virtue, that has adorned
a private charaéter, has often been found in-
futhcient to refift the charms of power, and
the temptations of a more exalted ftate.
Tacitus obferves, the great change that was
made in the temper of Ca/ign/a, by a change
of his circumftances : * No man, fays he,
ever knew a better fervant, nor a worfe
matfter.

I know philofophers have difputed much
about the motives of human aétions, and
fome have endeavoured to prove, that all
our paflions arc modes of felf-love. But
perhaps, the controverfy is rather about
words, than things. It is plain, that fome
r.en are little affedted with any thing, but

C what

' ¢ . ’
Nec meliorem Sfervum, nec deteriorem: dominum.
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what relates to their own mntereft, and vain-
ly attempt, to eftablifh a private and folitary
happinefs ; others potlefs the focial aflections
in a due degree, and find a wondertul plea-
fure 1n domg good : the former are called
icltith, the latter difinterefted, and benevo-
lent. Both thefe forts of perfuns, 1t isallow-
ed,follow theitr own tafte ; but as their taftes
are very diflerent, fo are their characters:
The one is hated and defpiled ; the other
loved and admired.  Thelfe are fentiments
tounded in nature, in which all nations and
ages have generally agreed ; and which the
refinements ot a few fpcculative men can
never {ubvert .

But

t Befides our bodily appetites, faysa late writer upon this
iub}cd, there are certain mental paflions, by which we are
impelled immediately to feck particular objeés, without any
regard to intercft 3 and when thefe objeéts are attained, a
ph afing cnjoyment cnfuw as the confequence of our indul-
eed atfections.  1f we cnjoy praife, or power, &c. in all
thefe cafes tiere is a pallion which points immediately to
the object,and conflirutes it our good,or happinefs ; us there
are other {econdury palhons which afterwards arife, and
puslue it as part of cur happinefs, when once it is conftitu-
ted fach by our uriginal atfedtions.  Were there no appe.
vite: cr afcétions of any kind, antecedent to {fclf-love, that
propentity would fearce ever exert it felt : becaufe we
fhould in that cafe, have felt fow and fleader pairs or plea-
fures, and huve little mifery or haj .rcfs to avoid or pur-
e,y 'Ly then may we not from the trame of our tem-
pet, feel u defire of another’s happircfs, which by means of
thut afteltion becomes our own good, and is afterwards
purfued, from the corjoin’d nictives of beacvolence and
lelf cnioviner:,
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But whatever may be advanced in the
fchool of philofophy, difinterefted love, i3,
without all doubt, ftrongly afferted, and rc-
commended in the facred writings.  Our
divine Redcemer gave us a mott affecting
example of it, in his own incarnation and
fufferings ; and has commanded us to love
one another, even as he has lov cd us. Who-
ever is born of God, and pofleflzs the fpirit
of Jefus Chrift, knows the force and fweet-
nefs of this divine principle ; and is taught,
to love his neighbour as himfelf. — This
Jeads us to confider in the

SecoND place ; the principle of picty,
which cherifhed, and fupported the public
foirit of Myfés, and co- operating with ir,
carried him through fuch a fhining courfe
of felf-denial, and public fervice. By faith,
he reﬁtﬁd to be called the fiu of Pharaoh's
daughter ; by faith, he.chofe rather to fuffer
afiiction with the people of God, than ta eujoy
the pleafures of fin for a feafon ; eftceming the
reproach of C hrift, greater riches thar the trea-
Jures in Egvypt, for he had refpeit to the recom-
pence of the reward— The providence of
God fo ordered it, that the cducation of
Mofes was, for fomc time, committed to his
own mother, who nurfed him as the adop-
tve fon of Pharack’s danghter. Both his
paret s, are celebrated by the divin: author

of
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of this epiftle to the Hebrews, for their faith.
From this principle, they hid their infant
fon threc months, not regarding the cruel
commandment of the king, which had def-
tin'd all the male children of the Hebrews
to immediate deftruction. The fingular
beauty of Mofes, who is called in the facred
writings, divinely fair ; * and the fignalin-
terpofition of providence for his fafety, and
advancement, might naturally lead his pa-
rents to Iope, that this child was de{igned
by heaven, for fome great and extraordinary
purpofes. This apprchenfion, as wcil as
thelr great piety,could not but engage them,
to give their fon a religious education ; ta
inftru¢t him, with peculiar care, in the
knowledge of the God of Ifrael ; in the pro-
mifes made by Him, to the Hebrew nation,
and the deliverance which they had been
taught to expect., | |

- Such an education was not loft upon Mo-
fes, though from his carly youth, he was
furrounded with all the temptations of an
idolatrous court.  All the learning of Egypt,
gave him no prejudices againft religion :
His philofophy never fubverted his faith ;
nor did he throw off his picty, as an in-
cumbrance, while he rounded the circle of
the fciences. His faith in the perfeétions,

| and

% 80 the original fignifies ; A%+ vii, 20, |
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and providence of God, and his reliance on
the divine promifes, made to Abrabam and
his feed, animated him to his public fer-
vices, and fupported him under all the dif-
couragements with which they were at-
tended. 'This illuftrious patriot, endured as
Jeeing him who is invifible. ‘'The confidera-
tion of an infintely perfect mind-—prefiding
over all events---making the happinefs of
mankind the object of his care---dclighting
to execute loving-kindnefs, and judgment in the
earth---and under whofe government, only
upright and benevolent men, may expect to
be finally happy : Such confiderations as
thefe, confirmed the virtue of Mofes, and
made it invincible. His faith, being of the
operation of God, wasa living, active prin-
ciple---it aflimilated him to the glorious Be-
ing, in whom he believed ; it formed him
to a divine temper ; it wrought by love ;
and impclled him to the execution of all
his great and benevolent defigns. The na-
tural affe@ion of Mofés to his nation, was
improved, and exalted by faith, into a di-
vine vertue, Common humanity, and the
dictates of nature, led him to {ympathize
with the Hebrews in their {forrows, and to
exert himfelf for redrefling their wrongs.---
Religion, confirmed the voice of nature ;
caught him to cherifh thefe benevolent in-
clmetions, and reinforced them, with fome

peculiar
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pecuhar motives of her own. He had an
affetion to the Ifraelites, as they were his
own brethren; but they were ftill more
dear to him, as the people of God ; the oft-
fpring of that Being, whom he fupremely
loved ; peculiatly related to Jehovah ; and
for whafe welfare He had ex prefled a parti-
cular concern.  Mofes joyfully took part in
the reproach of Ifrael, becaule he efteemed -
it the reproach of Chrift himfelf ; that Angel
of the covenant from whom 7acab obtained
the blefling ; who had tgken the feed of Fa-
cob under his own conduct and patronage ;
who was aﬁin‘?ed in all their afflidlions ; of
whofe incarnation, Mo/es prophefied ; and
of whom he was a type.

Thus the public {pirit of Mofes, was in-
larged, and 1nvigorated by a principle of
true religion ; in him, the love of God, and
benevolence to men were happily united ;
and by the joint force of thefe principles,
he fupported his great charalter,and became
fuperior to the mighty temptations, with
which he was encounter'd. His faith taught
him to extend his profpect, far above all
prefent and fenfible things, to that glorious
recompence of reward, which God has laid
up in another ftate, for upright and good
men. While this was fullin his view, the

fceptre and wealth of £gypt appcaxcd butl
| fmall
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fmall and contemptible things ; and he
could chearfully refign, a palace for a cot-
tage ; royalty for reproach ; and pleafure
for affliction.---He could make this refigna-
tion, when he was come to ycars ; being
palt the folly of child-hood, and not yet ar-
rived to the infenfibilicy of old-age. The
far more excceding and eternal weight of
glory, which was fet before him, extinguifh-
ed the little honors of the world, and {weet-
ened all the felf-denials, which God called
him to endure, for the good of his nation.

Such is the influence of truc piety; fo
certainly docs it greaten the human mind,
and become the fupport of genuine vertuc !
While 1t leads us to difcharge our duty to
God, it gives us a quick fenfe of our obli-
gations to men ; and breaksthe force of thofe
worldly temptations, by which, many are
unhappily perfwaded to violate thefc obli-
gations.~----Piety adorns cvery ftation of
life ; but appears with peculiar advantage
in the character of a ruler-----It teaches him
the right ufe of power, and gives an happy
direction to the whole of his public condudt.
A pious ruler, confecrates all his talents to
the honor of God, and the good of man-
kind----He makes the perfeﬁ rcdtitude of
the divine adminiftration, the rule and
model of his own ; and imitages the juftice

and
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and benevolence of that Being, to whom he
pays his firft regards. And in fuch a con-
dudt, whatever felf-denial it may coft him,
he will certainly at laft, find his own in-
tereft. And fo we come to confider in the

THirD, and laft place, the wifdom of
Mofes, in following the dictates of his con-
{cience, and anfwering his obligations to
God, and to his brethren the Hebrews, in
oppofition to fuch grcat worldly motives,
Whoever refolutely difcharges his duty
under the greateft difcouragements, and can
gencroufly deny himfelf for the good of
others, lays the fureft foundation for his
own happinefs ; and will certainly gain in
the end, much more than he parts with at
prefent.  Piety and benevolence are, in a
good meafure, their own reward ; and the
confcioufinefs of having done our duty, is
1n itfelf,no {fmall and contemptible pleafure.
A felf-approving inind, and the fweet hope
of the divine favour, arc a treafure, which
1s ill exchanged, for any thing that the
world has to beftow. Mofes therefore,
fhew’d his prudence, in defpifing the trca-
fures of Egypt, the magnificence of it's
court, and the luftre of 1t’s crown, when
he could not enjoy thefe, without forfeiting

his allegiance to God, and becoming the
oppreflor
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oppreflor of his own nation f. Had he re-
nounced his religion, for the riches of this
world ; had he ftopt his ears againft the cries
of his brethren, and laid the foundation of
his own greatnefs in their mifery, he would
after all, have procured for himfelf but a
wretched kind of happinefs. A mind capa-
ble of fo much bafenefs, perfidy, and cruel-
ty, could never have been the feat of felf-
enjoyment. An accufing confcience, ard a
certain fearful looking for of judgment, muit
have damp’t his fprightlieft pleafures, and
deftroyed the relifh of all that had been fo
dearly purchafed,

Many, who value themfelves upon their
worldly wifdomy betray the moft egregious
folly, and grafp a thadow, while they loofe
the fubftance.----All the pomp of wealth and
power, ill-gotten, and ill-employed, is but
the gay outfide of woe ; a {plendid cover-
ing to a reftlefs mind,and to an aching heart.
"This pomp is indeed too commonly efteem-
ed a mark of happinefs : and upon this ac-
count, perhaps, it 1s chiefly valued : “ tho’

very

I The idolatrous Egyptians had conceiv’d a great hatred
to the Habreavs, and their religion, which was heightned,
by a ftrong jealoufy, thut in cafe of a war, thefe ftrangers
might join with their enemics, and become mafters of Egyps.
So that Mofes had no profpe of inheriting the crown of
Pharaoh, with fafety, unlefs he could refolve to renounce
his religion, and remove all fufpicion of an attachment to
his brethren, by continuing, or increafing their oppreflon.
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very imperfect muft be that happinefs,which
a man derives from what another imagines,
and not from what he himielf feels.”---But
it any are defirous of appearing, with the
greateft advantage, in the eyes ot their fel-
low-men ; if they have a thirft for true
glory ; and can relith that good name which
is rather to be chofen than great riches ; let
them join picty, anc a public {pirit, to their
titles and authority, and employ their abili-
tiesin doing good. God often honors, even
in this life, thofe who honorhim. So Mo/es
was taken up into the mount with Jehovah;
and when he defcended, to bring the divine
conftitutions to the people whom he had de-
livered, he was encircled with a glory that
ftrook the whole congregation of Ifrael : A
brighter luftre, than he could have derived
from the diadem of Egypt. And fo highly
was his charadter at laft revered by the
Hebrews, that God faw fit to conceal from
hem the place of his burial § left their ar-
dent affetion to their departed deliverer,
fhould rife into idolatry ; and they fhould
make the aflies of Mofes, the objet of their
adoration.---Hiz memory wanted no monu-
ment of brafs, or marble,to perpetuate it: it
has liv'd thro’ all ages, without fuch a feeble
fupport ; and his name has been mention’d
with refpedt by gentile authors,as wellas glo-
rioufly diftinguifhed in the facred writings.

Great
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. Great minds are very fenfible of true ho-
nour. They who lcve the public, cannot
but defire a return of it’s aﬂ”eégion, and think
themfelves happy in it. When Themiftocles
received, at the olympic games, the acknow-
ledgments and acclamations of Greece, for
his public fervices : “ When all eyes were
turned upon him, and every body was ea-
ger to point him out to the {trangers who
did not know him, as the faviour of his
country ; he confeffed afterwards to his
friends, that he looked upon that day as
the happicft of his life ; that he had ne-
ver tafted any joy fc {fenfible, and fo trani-
porting ; and that this recompence, which
was the genuine fruits of his labours, had
exceeded all his defires.”

Fuit the chief reward of piety and public
fervice, the glorious recompence which
Mofes principally refpected, lics bevond the
little circle of the prefent life,and is referved
in heaven.  And did we ftrongly beliceve the
account which revelation gives us of this
reward, it would 1mmediately become the
firft objeét of our wifhes; and we could
never doubt, whether it were prudent to
procure it, even at the expence of our whole
worldly intereft. What is a name on eartly,
a name written in the duft, when compared
to the new name, that is worn in the Jora/a-
Jalem whiich is above ! What is the commen-

(ation



38  An Eleftion SERMON,

dation of mortal men, who are often mifta-
kenin their judgment, and inconftant in
their affe@ions, to the applaufe of the general
affembly on high ; confirmed, by the appro-
bation of the great Lord of all! Will the
treafurcs of the world bear to be fet in com-
petition with the 1nher1tance mcorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away? Or,
can the momentary pleafures of fenfe, efpe-
cially the unnatural and unquiet gratlﬁcan-
ons of {in, vie with the joys thatare at God s
right hand for ever ?

To judge rightly of our own intereft, we
muft confider the future part of our exift-
ence, as well as the prefent ; and what ro-
portion time bears to eternity. And, if we
cxtend our views beyond the grave, to that
unchanging ftate that lies before us, we fhall
be mcﬁﬂably convinced, that nothing is of
importance to us in’ this lee, but what will
turn out to our advantage in the next. Such
a view, will enlarge our minds, confirm our
virtuous inclinations, and give us new mo-
tives of action ; motives, pure and ftrong,
and fupcerior to all the follicitations of fenfe,
all the terrors and blandifhments of the
world.  While we are intent upon this prof-
pect,— the gencral judgment ; the folemn
procefs ; the clofe examinations ; the impar-
At 1ldec1ﬁous, of that day ; and the great,the

- EVeI-
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everlafting difference it will make, between
the ftace of the righteous and the wicked ;
while we view thefe fcenesby a ftrong faith,
the world is vanquifhed, and the temptati-
ons of it are difarmed of their power. Now,
we applaud the wifdom of the humble chri-
ftian, who prefers the afflitions and reproa-
ches of Chrift, to profperous wickednefs ;
and of the pious patriot, who regards his
ufefulnefs more than his cafe, and his duty
rather than his fecular intereft.

T'rom the charalter of Mofes,though too
imperfectly delineated in the foregoing dif-
courfe, civil rulers are reminded of what is
required in their own character: what will
raife and adorn it ; and give them an intrin-
fic worth, anfwerable to the ftation which
they fill,and the refpect which they demand
from others. From this great example, one
of the moft illuftrious that either facred or
profane hiftory prefents us with, they are
taught, for what end they are elevated above
the common level of mankind; to what
purpofe, they are intrufted with their au-
thority, and invefted with their dignity ;
and what they owe to God, to their coun-
try, and to themfelves. They are under pe-
culiar obligations, as they have fingular op-
portunities, to promote the honor of the fu-
preme ruler of the world ; and the good of

| mcn
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men ; and they anfwer thcend of their in-
{titution, only fo far, as they accomplith
thefe noble purpofes. They are the mini-
fers of God for geed : this is the errand upon
which they are fent, the work that is
affigaed to them by heaven. And, inthe
execuiion of it, they appear glorious in the
eyes of inen, and acceptable to the infinite-
ly benevolent Being, who employs them.
As they are i @ peculiar manner, the fer-
vants of God, it is juftly expeéted of them,
that they do him peculiar honour ; that
they go before othcrs in a reverence of the
divine authority ; that they exhibit in their
own example, the, moral charalter of the
Deity ; and make the great end of the divine
government, their own ultimate defign.,

And is there not a recipiocal regard due
from the people to the civil magifirate ?
Ought we not to reverence the appointment
of heaven ; * to be fubjet to principalitics
and powers ; to fubmit to every ordinance
of man for thw Lord’s fake ; whether 1t be
to the king, as fupreme, or unto governors,
as unto them taat are fent by him, fcr the
punifhment of evil doers, and for the praife
of them that do weli *” This is the precept
of Chrift ; this, is the voice of reafon. How
can government ¢xift, and the advantages

of it befelt in the world, without a PVOPI‘.;'r
{ub-
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{fubmiffion to it ! I fay, proper fubmiflion ;
for abfolute, unlimited fubjection belongs to
bruits, and not to men. Can we relith or-
der ; can we chjoy the peace, the fafery,
and theinnumerable bleflings that are found
in a well-regulated fociety ; and not pay a
gratcful refpect to thofe, by whom this or-
der is preferved ; and from whom, under
God, we reccive thefe bleflings ?

But it is expeéted, that the difcourfe
fhould be turned into a particular application
to our honoured Rulers, the Legiflators and
political Fathers of the province, at whofe
call, wc are this day aflcmbled in the place
of divine worfhip. Accordingly, as cuftom
and dccency require, - would now addrefs -
myfelf, with a moft + .atiful refpect, to your
HoNoRr, whom Providence has placed in
the firft chair of government. '

You are not infenfible, Sir, of your obli-
gations to the fupreme Ruler of the world,
who has entrufted you with this large por-
tion of authority ; who obferves the man-
ner in which you employ it ; and to whom
you are accountable for it. Nor have we
any reafon to doubt the retitude of your
intentions, and your fincere defire to dif-
charge the truft repofed in you, to the ho-

nor and acceptance of your Mafter 1n hea-
ven, A
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A fenfe of duty to God, as well as the be-
nevolence of your heart,and your natural
affection to the people committed to your
care, cannot but engage you, fteadily te
purfue the general welfare of the Province ;
which, under your mild adminiftration, has
already enjoy’d wery great quictnefs. In this
purfuit, we heartily pray God to diredt, fup-
port, and {fucceed you.

We can wifh your Honor, nothing great-
er, or more happy, than like Mo/es, to unite
a f{trong principle of piety, with a warm
public affection : to poflefs the {weet peace,
and home-felt joys, that thefe qualities im-
mediately produce ; and to reap the eternal
reward which God has prepared for them.

The difcourfe, in the next place, may be
direéted with all due reverence, to the
honorable his Majefly's Council; and the
honorable Houfe of Reprefentatives.

You not only feein the example of Mofes,
our civil Fathers, but know, we truft, from
the fenfations of your own hearts, that pa-
triotifm is not a meer creature of the fancy:
not a fhadow, projeted by artful men to
impofe upon the vulgar ; but a real paflion,
which degenerate as our nature 1s, has not

wholly left the human breaft : a pure and
divine
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divine paffion, that clevates the mind ; that
prefles to it's object the public good through
toils and dangers ; and renders the fuffering
patriot, much more refpectable and happy,
than the fuccefsful {ycophant, or triumphant
tyrant. ¢
The force of religion, is alfo bcautlfully
illultrated in the charadter of Mofes. In this
you fee, that true piety does not fower the
temper, and contract the heart ; but is thg
proper root of the focial affe@ions ; on
which, they will flourith with the moft vi-
gor, and bring their fruits to the greateft ma-
turity : that it forms the patriot, and fu
ports and accelerates him in his bright courfp ‘
How ftrange is it then, that piety and bene-
volence, fhould ever be fet in oppofition, as
though their obligations could interfere, or
their interelts clath.—From your ecxample;
much horoured Fathers, we expect to learn
w:sl: what advantage thefe principles may
e wiied ; and that he, who beft difcharges
his aury to God, will moft refolutely and
uiifzrmly act up to his obligations to men,

What a foul dithonour muft it reflet
on our divine religion ; what a reproach
ta the name of Jefus Chrift ; fhould there
cver be found a chriftian 1ulex, inferior in
vertue and public fpirit to any pagan magif-

trate ! And yet Cicero, after having invoked
E the
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the gods as witnefles of the fincerity of what
he was going to cxpofe, could make this
public declaration. * ¢ In all the employ-
¢ ployments with which the Roman people
¢ have honoured me to this day, I have ever
‘ thought my felf obliged by the moft facred
‘ tics of religion, to difcharge worthily the
‘ duties of them. When I was made queftor,
‘ I looked upon that dignity not as a gratu-
¢ ity conferred upon me for my particular
‘ ufe, but as a depofitum confided to my vi-
‘ gilance and fidelity, When I was after-
¢ watds fent to act in that office, I thought
‘ all eyes were turned upon me, and that my
¢ perfon and adminiftration were in a man-
‘ ner exhibited as a fpetacle to the view of
¢ all the world ; and in this thought, I not
‘ only denicd myfelf all pleafures of an cx-
‘ traordinary kind, but even thofe which
‘ are authorized by nature and neceffity. 1
‘am now intended for adile. I call the
¢ gods to witnefs, that how honourable
¢ {oever this dignity feems to me, I have too
¢ juft a fenfe of it’s weight, not to have more
‘ follicitude and difquict, than joy and plea-
‘ fure from it ; fo much I defire to make it
‘ appear, that it was not beftowed on me by
¢ chance, or the neceflity of being filled up ;
* but confided defervedly by the choice and
‘ difcernment of my country.” Shall fuch

examples be found, amidft all the difadvai-
tages
*‘ Cic‘ VC!’.




An Eleitim SERMON. 35

tages which pagan nations laboured under,
and fhall all the light and motives of the
goipel, ever prove infufficient to produce an
equal vertue ! Should a chrii%an ruler,
who rcceives his authority not only as a
truft from the people, but asa depofitum
from the King of kings ; to whom the
moral government of God, and the eter-
nal rewards and punithments with which
it is fupported, are fo clearly revealed ;
thould fuch an one ever forget the end of
his advancement, or at contrary to it from
any worldly confiderations ; thould he grow
regardlefs of the weclfare of the community
committed to his care, or fet up an intereft
of his own in oppofition te it ; what guilt

muft he incur; what a fentence mult he
{all under !

Suffer me then, honoured Fathers, with
a becoming importunity as well as refpect,
to remind you of the importance of your
public conduét ; how deeply the glory of
God, as well as the good of the community
is corcerncd in it ; and how much your
own cverlafting interef* depends uponiit! a
fenfe of duty to you, by whofe order I ftand
-in this place, an afteétion to my dear coun-
try, and a regard to that Being in whofe
name I {peak, all conftrain me to be in ear-
neft uponthis head.  The religion, the mo-

rals'
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rals, the trade, the order and fafety of this
whole community, all that ought to be dear
to us, arc in a good meafure confided to
you: an important truft, of which you muft
one day give an account to him, who fhall
yudge both the quick and the dead at his appear-
ing,and wha accepteth not the perfons of princes.

By this motive, as well as a generous af-
fection to the public good, may you be
guided in the weighty affair that lies before
you ; teaching us the worth of that privi-
ledge which you are now called to exercife,
by a wife improvement of it.

No one can be infenfible of the importance
of his Majefty's Council, this day to be cho-
fen, and of the influence which that refpec-
table Board has upon our public aﬂgirs.
With their advice the ftate is to be fteered ;
with their approbation civil officers arc ap-
pointed ; and the College which ought al-
ways tc be dear to us, which needs and de-
ferves to be tenderly cherifhed, falls in part
under their infpe¢tion. A perfon then who
1s known to be loofe in his morals, and not
to hate covetoufnefs ; one whofe capacity
will not allow, or whofe bafe and cowardly
heart forbids him,to give found and upright
advice : one who is indifferent to the inter-

cft of learning and religion ; and who wants
fortitude
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fortitude enough not to confent to a mifta-
ken nomination ; a perfon of fuch a charac-
ter, can never be qualified for a place of {o
much dignity and importance.—The wife
and pious, the loyal and difinterefted patri-
ot, can alone fill and adorn that honourable
feat. 'This is the charaéter, which all who
are concerned in the eleftion of this day
fhould require ; and in fuch a choice, we
pray God, you may be happily united.

We truft, our civil Fathers, that you are
now aflembled for the tranfaction of our po-
litical affairs, in the fear of God, and under
a decp fenfe of your dependance for directi-
on and fuccefs in all, upon him, who giveth
wifdom to the wife, who infpires the gene-
rous fentiments of the patriot, who prof-
pers his endeavours, and rewards his fervi-
ces. You have chofen, agreable to the pi-
ous cuftom of our anceftors, to enter upon
the public bufinefs of this year, perhaps as
important an one as we ever faw, with a fo-
lemn act of religion. You have called us
into the houfe of God, to unite with you in
imploring the divine blefling upon your ad-
miniftration. Happy will it be for you, -
happy for this whole community, if you al-
ways preferve a fupreme refpect to that glo-
rious Being, before whom the principalitics
aind powers in heaven caft their crowns ;

who
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who flands i the congregation of the migbtj ;
who knows your thoughts afur oft ;
whom thc happinefs of communities is dcar
and whofe favour you can never expcd
without faithfully improving your talents
and opportunities for the public good. Like
Mofes may you endure, by a firm faith in
the invifible God ; and lead this people with

the fpirit of that fhepherd and faviour of an-
tient Ifrael !

Poflefled of this fpirit, you will aflert and
patronize our civil and religious rights ; and
be concerned to fecure us from domeltic
opreflion,and forcign flavery : you will con-
fult the genius and temper of the people o-
ver whom you prefide : you will choofc that
they fhould underftand and relith the free
conftitution with which we are blefled ; and
endeavour, by rendering their country hap-
PY, to infpire them with an ardent love to
it, and an invincible fpirit to defe.d it
Pofleffed of the fpirit of Moy/cs, you will
bear the mifapprehenfions and cvenungrate-
ful murmurs of the people, fhould fuch arife,
(which God forbid) with a paternal meek-
nefs, and not fuffer them to cool your pub-
lic affection, or divert you from your bene-
volent intentions. Animated with the faith
and piety of the Hebrew lawgiver, you
will defpife fecular honors and profits, when

they
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they come in competition with the favour
of God, and the good of your country ; and
know, that the crown of righteryfnefs is in-
ﬁmtely preferable to all the little diftinétions
and pofleflions of the world. Such a fpirit
will lead you to pity this people, under our
great degeneracy, and the decay of that
piety, rightcoufnefs, and fobriety which
adorned and blefled our anceftors.

Touched with this melancholy profpeét,
like Mofes you will intercede with God for
this finful and affli¢ted people : you will.
exert yourfelves for the fupport of pure and
urdefiled religion ; and endeavour to revive
a rcfpect to the holy Sabbath, and all the
facred inftitutions and precepts of chriftiani-
ty : you will honor them by your own ex-
ample ; and employ your authority for the
mppreﬁion of vicc and immorality. In a
word, you will be zealous for the glory of
God, and go before us in the moft reverend
ugards to that Being, who has lately given
us very affeting demonftrations of his
power and dominion,and of his anger at the
{ins of men,in the amazing EARTHQUAKES
that have fhook the Wor%d before whom
our gracious king, and the whole Britith
nation have lately humbled themfelves ; and
by whofc providence we are all loudly cal-
led to repentance, |

Were
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Were the Britifh affairs cither in Eurcpe
or America, ever brought to a more im-
portant crifis? Are not our religion, and
liberties, cvery valuable right and enjoy-
ment which heaven has indulged to wus,
threatned by a powerfrl invader ? Arc we
not ftruggling hard to maintain carfelves in
the poffeflion of this good land, the inheri-
tanca left us, and dearly purchafed by our
fathers? Are not our towns empticd, and
our fields uncultivated, while {o great a
number of our brethren the freemen of tl.is
province, are employed in defcnce of the
Britifb rights in _America, and are now
geoparding their lives in the high places of
the field ? Under all our diftrefles, and a-
midit all our dangers, what fuccour or fecu-
rity can we expect, without the favour of
almighty God ! But this we cannot hope
for, without {incere repentancc and a genc-
ral reformation. And will not you, our
civil Fathers, encourage us to obey the call
of heaven, and lead us in this important,
this moft neceflary work ?

i you are fuccefsful in your endeavours,
as well as earneft in yvour defires to revive
a {pivit of religion and vertue among us,you
will vender your country the greateft and
moft-lafting fervice : for this fpirit naturally
tends to the public good, and will procure

the
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the divine proteCtion and blefling, which
slone can render our fafety and happinef(s
compleat.

In this work of reformation, the minifters
of religion are peculiarly obiiged heartily to
engage, and ftrenuoufly to labour. To us
it belongs, my reverend Fathers and Bre-
thren (you will permit me to remind you of
it) to us it belongs, with a ceafelefs impo;-
tunity to intercede with Heaven tor our na-
tion and land, and #o féek the Lord iill he come
and rain down righteoufne/s upon us. 'To usit
belcngs, to explain and enforce th. vocal
difpenfations of divine providence from the
lively oracles. 'To us it belongs, faithfully
to reprove the impiety and immoralities that
abound among us; and warmly to urge
upon the confciences of men, the pure pre-
cepts, and affeCting motives of the ,gol%el.
dn fine, to us it belongs, as we have any
vegard to our diftreffed country, any zcal
for the honor of our divine mafter, any
‘hope of being found of our judge in peace, to
endeavour, both by our example and doc-
trine to revive the power of godlinefs, and

to propagate the pure morals of the chri-
fian inftitnrion. |

And how much does it concern the whoie
body of this peopl‘l‘e, not to be deaf to the
“loud
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loud admonitions of Heaven ; not to ne;g»
le¢t the feafon, nor refift the powerful
means of repentance, with which we are
favoured ? May God pour out his fpirit
from on high upon us, that we all may be.
tormed to the piety and benevolence which
the gofpel fo ftrongly recommends, and fo
indifpenfibly requires of us.! Then,all would
contribute to the commen ftock of happi-
nefs, and every man would find his own, 1n
the public good. Then, the providence of
God would concern itfelf for our wclfare,
and upon all osir glory create a defence,

‘Bat alafs ! thereis {olittle true vertue inthe
world, that the happinefs to which it tends
1s but imperfedtly felt, and the bleflings of
{ocicty do not come to any great-maturity,
in thefe lower regions.  Sin has intermixed
a large portion of vanity, with all that is
under the Sun, There is no country here,
neo foil,” no civii conftitution, no rights, o .
enjoyments which deferve our firft care and
affetion.” “-Hére, we have no continu-
* ingcity’; no-kingdom that cannot 'be
“ moved ; forthe fafhion of the world paf-
‘“ feth away/!'~< The faith of Mofes will
point us to a better country ;- it will guide us
to the only fociety where perfet devotion,
benevolence,and happinefs are found ;— to
“the aty of the living God, the heavenly

“ Jeru-
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“ Jerufalem ; to the fpirits of jult men made
“ perfect ; to an innumerable company of
“ angels; to Jefus the mediator of the new
“ covenant ; and to God the Judge of

“ALL. To whom be dominion and glory
“ for ever. AMEN,




