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EPHESIANS, Cuar. vi. Vir. 4.

FATHERS, PROVOKE NOT YOUR CHILDREN TO WRATH:! BUT

BRING THEM UP IN THE NURTURE AND ADMONITION

of THE LoRrp.

F thole, who oppofe the fallible conclufions of their

own reafon, to the unerring ditates of revelation, there
have not been wanting fome, whofe opinions were fo totally
adverfe to the exhortation in the text,—as to maintain,—
that we were born into the world, with minds perfeét, and
upright—pure in unfullied innocence,—and free not only
from every taint of evil,—but likewile, from every propen-
fity to ill. Hence then they have inferred, and from premifes
fo falle, it i1s no wonder, they drew a conclufion fo abfurd,
that religious nurture or education tends not to improve, but
ferves only to corrupt the mind; by hlling 1t with prejudices,
which obftruét the progrefs of truth, under the pretence of
furnifhing 1t with jult principles for the regulations of our
attions.—Do but leave it to it's own natural tendencies, (they
will tell you) and it will continue flraight, and upright.—
But, if you once apply art, to incline it to any particular

B direttion,—
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direction,—you will only bend it into deformity, and twilt

1t into diftortion.

A confidence in the f{uppefed infallibility of thefe objettors’
wn reafon, united with a real inability, of reconciling any
other pofition with the 1xFixi1TE wispoM of the pIviINE,
and the raxciep picxiTty of HUMAN NATURE, could
alone, have given birth to an opinion {o erroneous, and to
confequences {fo monfirous. For {urely, even exclufive of the
particular text I have feleCted, no dotlrine can be imagined,
which is more oppofite to the wuore plan of God’s bis-
PEINSATIONS, as they are REVEALED to us 1n the orp and
xzw TEsTaMENT, nor at the fame time, can any opinion
be conceived, which is more contradifiory to the uxivEeRr-

sal =xzzrizxc: of mankind.

Think not however, that I fhall in proof of my jirft
pofition, wafte my own, nor encroach upon your time, by
quoting paflages from the different books ot the Holy Scrip-
wures, for the refutation of an opinion, not more pernicious,
than croundlefs. This would be an affront to your memories,
or an infult on your underftanding.

For, that man, mult ecither, never bave obtained the

1

lighteit comprehenfion of the plan of God’s adminiftration,

as delivered to us by God himfelf in the Sacred Volumes,

01

L1

every trace and veftige of their contents, muft have been

tota]l}f
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totally eraled from his remembrance,—not to know,—that
the one volume contains indeed the account of man’s FIrRST
sTATE of 1nnocencE, but at the fame time alfo, his deplora-
ble rary, from that flate, and it’s fad confequence,—the depra-
vity of human nature ;—together with the means therefore the
Deity employed with a particular people to bend their ftub-
born inclinations to his will, and thus in fome meafure to
remedy THis EviL, at THAaT TIME;—and fill further, dif-
clofing a view, though faint becaufe diftant, of that unfailing
remedy, he intended fully to provide for it, and which he
meant to offer to ALL MANKIND IN TIMES TO coME. The
whole hiltory of the difpenfations it contains, plainly demon-
firating to men’s {enfes, the rrEE-aGENCcY of man, and the
NEVER FAILING SUPERINTENDENcCY of Gop’s ProviDENCE.
in all ages,—not only over every nation, but alfo over every
individual creature, both in heaven and in earth. Truths,
which the wifeft philofophers of Grerce and Roxe, 1n fub-
fequent ages were unable to prove, and which fome of the
lcarned even of ftill later times, have been unable to reconcile.®

The
#*Sce the Author's Thankfgiving Sermon on his Majefly's recovery,

where, the confiffency of thele doftrines are vindicated againft the
objeftions of Socinus, and Mr. Locke, and LZifhop Watfon in hus Ser-

mon before the Houfe of Lords, January goth, 1784. Objettions which
had been often anfwered but never before refuted. A diftintion to which
fome public as well as private critics, feem not to have paid fufhicient
attention, obvious as it is; fince from an obfervation by the Author
founded on that diftintion, they f{ecm to have conceived, that the ar-
guments advanced in his Sermons, were only fuch as had been before
produced by others.
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The orz:zx volume of Revelation, as evidently contains
the mzaxs which God uas deviled through the mer1TS,
pzaTty, and REsurRecTiox of Jesus CHRrisT, not only
for the restoratiox of HUMAY NATURE, but hikewife for
the trevaTiox of it, by wurs nurture and admonition, to an
heighth of purity and happinels, infinitely tran{cending that
{ftate of plealure, which our rirsT PaArRE~NTs would have

continued to enjoy, had they even continued to perfevere 1n
their firft ftate of Ipotlefs innocence.

If vou would fee, how contradi®ory likewife the opinion
ot thele pretended affertors of the prexiTy of HUMAN
xaTrRE 18 with Experiexce,—look into the world around
vou,—and when you have marked all the miferies which arife
both to individuals and to nations, from the ungoverned pal-
fions and confequent crimes which there prevail,—then fay if
vou can,—whence, fuch a torrent of enormities and flagitiouf-
nefs could poffibly have deluged the world, were every one
born, without any tendency or propenfity to evil? Then fay,
—how the man can live with comfort to himlelf or fafety
to {ociety, whole nafcent paflions were never {ubdued by
moral dilcipline, and whole infant mind was never meliora-

ted by religious inftruttion ?

Does this appeal tfail to bring conviélion to your hearts,—go

then for further fatisfaciion, to thofe tender parents,~who with
the
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the moft anxious folicitude watch over every dawning incli-
nation of the growing mind, who with the moft vigilant
attention, mark every {prout of paffion, and note every bud
of reafon,~afk TnEwM~what traces Tuey have found, of
original NATIVE INNOCENCE, and INBRED COODNESS?
They will on the contrary tell you, of the numerous pains
they have {uffered in rooting out the weeds of vice,—the te-
dious toils they have fuftained in improving the native loil,
—and the boifterous florms of paffion they haveé encountered,
in fowing the feeds of virtue in the tender minds of their
children; and,—that happy,— [upremely happy,—they will
think themfelves,—if, with all their care, induftry, labour, and
fatigue, together with the aid of the foftering dew of hea-
ven called down by conftant prayvers,—they fhall be able to
{ubdue every wayward inclination, and bring to maturity
every virtuous affettion. For, they will rurTHER tell you,

that if this has ever been attained, fo that fome of their
children, have carly become complete models of human per-

feftion, it was only owing to thefe children’s own uncommon
vigilance, {uperadded to the other means before defcribed :—
but,~that they oricinaLLy enjoyed no exemption from the
common corruption and frailties of human nature,—and how-
ever excellent they became at laft, that they had at firft
the fame warfare to fuftain which others undergo,—the fame
obflacles to overcome,—and the fame adverfaries to {ubdue.®

C It

* Sec the Author’s Funeral Difcourfes.
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It would be but walte of time to detain you longer upon
{o plain a point, thus fanctioned by revelation, and confirm-
ed by experience,—viz.—that if the wayward wills of chil-
dren be not by {ome means early {ubdued, and their froward
inclinations reftrained, they muft be ever afterwards the dupes
of paffion, arnd the flaves of vice.—For how without chal-
tifement or controul, can they learn obedience to the will
of a parent,—how without inftruttion, even know,—that there
is 2 God,—or how, without the hope of reward, or fear of

punifhment,~—relirain their own defires and purfuits, when the

indulgence of them, is injurious either to an individual, or
to fociety. Thus unreftrained in their infant years, habits of
licentioulnefs muft neceffarily “ grow with their growth, and
“ firengthen with their firength,” and by the time they have
reached early youth, numbers of them muft by their deaths
a5 victims to puaiic justic:, make {ome atonement for

the injuries they had done to fociety, by the flagitioufnels
of their lives.

ot however that I mean poliively to maintain, that none
of thofe who are thus left to the mere dittates of nature,
might not fometimes perform attions which wore the appear-
ance of virtue. But that appearance can arife only, from
the outward garb, not the internal principle of true goodnefs.

For, oxt passiox will often indeed suBpuE anoTHER, and

PRIDE,
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PRIDE, VANITY, AMBITION, and LOVE OF FAME, as we may
obferve in antient heathens, and modern infidels, fometimes infti-
gate men to perform the fame forms of outward attion, which
religion commands. Nay, even frequent is the deception,—
though of all fallacies it is the moft fatal,—that men, priding
themfelves upon the outward form of their atlions, fancy
themfelves the trueft exemplars of morality, at the very time
that they are totally deftitute both of rove to Gop, and
MaN, which affettions can alone fupply the true motive to

a moral or religtous attion, as they alone conftitute the
very effence of a moral and religious condutt.

- To remove then thefe moft fatal effefts of unreftrained
nature, and to prevent the evils, which would otherwile ac-
crue to the individuals and to f{ociety,—there can be but
Two METHODS propofed. The onk, in which, the authority
of the parent being founded in feverity, and fupported by
rigour, compels the child altogether flavifhly to {ubmit 1t’s
inclination to theirs; and the oruer, by which the parents
inftruéting their children in the will and commands of God,
““ whofe fervice is perfect freedom,” lead them with mildnefs, and
win them by gentlenefs, in every aflion, to opey his prE-

¢epTs, and upon every occafion, to {fubmit their own defires,
to his will,

The
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The diiferent operations; and comparative cfficacy of thefe

oppofite modes of educatior, require neither much time, nor

any deep inveftigation, to difcover.—For could even BoTH

produce simirar effefts in EarLy L1FE, yet oxE, mufl be
¢vidently much more PERMANENT in it’s operations, than the
orzx. The power of oxz at beft mult terminate, when
the feafon of parental authority expires; and even during
iU’s continuance, can then only operate, whilft, the children
remain within the reach, and under the obfervation of their
parents. For, when once the child is at a diftance irom the
father, and confequently the obje&t of fear is remote, the
very refiraint, which the feverity of the parent had lain on
his inclinations, but ferves to give a keener edge to his ap-
petite for indulgence; and, where any fear of dilcovery
accompanies the gratification, every mode of prevarication,
and of deceit, of falthood and of lying will be prattifed,—
and every {pecies of art, which can debafe the human mind,
7l be tried,— to efcape the punifhment, which is fo juftly
apprehiended, and will be fo feverely inflicted upon deteétion.
By the otmzr,—prixcirre will conftantly influence the
condutt of the child, whether he be placed within the view
of his parent, or be removed from it; or even, if perchance,
through the prevalence of paffion, he fhould at any time

deviate from reiitude,—contrition will 1mmediately {ucceed,—

ne will evince the fincerity of his repentance, by a voluntary
confeflion
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confeflion of his fault,~~and the remembrance of the anguifh
of mind which followed that tranfgreffion, will perhaps be a

more effettual prefervative, from future difobedience, than the

mere principle of goodnels alone, without the experience of
“the effe€t of it’s violation could poflibly impart.

Thus far, even our own reafon or expericnce may inftruét
us, and difpofe fome of us perhaps the more readily, to com-
ply with the exhortation of the Apoftle in thc text, where

HE direéts us,~wnicH,—of thefe rwo MeTHODs of
epucation, we {liould adopt,

He has rorBipDEN the rorMER mode of treating our
children, and given us to underftand, that it even defcats 1t’s
own purpofe. For, that inltead of fubduing their paflions to
realon as 1t 15 mntended, 1t 1n reality by provoking them to
anger, only extirpates realon, by exciting or inllaming their
paflions. The Apoltle therefore jultly exhorts parents,—io

bring their children up in the muriure and ADMONITION of the
Lord, or, as it would be more exaétly tranflated,~—ro0 EpUCATE

THEM IN THE DISCIPLINE AND INSTRUCTION OF THE
Lorp. That is to fay, in other words, carly to initiate them
in the precepts and the dottrines,—in the threats and the
promiles of chriftianity ;—to embrue their minds in infancy

with chriftian principles, and to tcach them to att only from
D chriftian
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chriftian motives,~—to deter them from vice, folely by chri-
ftian fears, and to allure them to goodnels only by chriftian

hopes.

As if he had faid,—let neither the fear nor hope of any
temporal object whatloever,—neither the dread of any human
creature, nor the defire of any human praife, aftuate their
conduct,—let not prefent, but future rewards and punifhments,
be the {ole motives to their aftions. For as the prelent
ftaie makes but a very fmall portion of our whole exiftence,
—the craxp =xbp of our EpucaTIiON HERE, Is to fit us
for eternity :—but this,—can only be obtained through our
infiruttion in the revelation by Jefus Chrift. For, chriftia-
nity was intended for this very purpofe, to exercile us in
that only true difcipline which alone can prErarRE us, and
perfect us in that coMpLETE sYSTEM oF EbucATioNn, which
can alone, through the merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift,

Qv aLIFy us to partzke of that eternal happinels, which nE

1 as provided for his faithiul difciples and followers hereafter,

To this exhortation however, fome perhaps may objeét;
becaule they may [uppole, that it 1s 1MPOSSIBLE TO RE-
DUCE IT 70 PRACTICE. How can children, they will alk,—
po
=3, and a Saxctirizr >—How can they conceive the joys

of

-

fiibly comprehend the notions of a2 CreaTor, a REpEEMa
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of ‘heaven, and the pains of hell —Permit me to anfwer,—
full as well as thole of larger growth,—full as well as they
who think themlielves the wifeft of mortals, and will dare
therefore to arraign God’s difpenfations, both of nature and
of grace, and prelume to tell you, what deity ought or ought
not to do;—and from their own conceit of their knowledge
of the divine mind,~—will fet up the inferences of their own
thallow reafon, in oppofition to, and defiance of God’s plain de-
clarations of pofitive faéts.—For, if our redemption depends only
upon the 1peas wE caN ForM, of a CrEaTOR, and a RE-
pEEMER, and our claim to heaven be founded only upon
our own concerTioNs of the happinels we are to enjoy
there, which we are told, “eye hath not feen, ear heard,
“ nor hath it entered into the heart of man to concetve:”
—Woe then be to us,—woe then be to the whole race of
mankind. In vain then have we preached, and in vain then,
have you believed :—For ufelefls then would be the offer of
redemption to mankind. But thanks be to God,—the cox-
cerTionN aof fuch objefts forms no part -of our title to that
ineflimable benefit. The =srrecTts alane which fuch doc-
trines are fitted to produce in our hearts, mult be our only
qualification, and thele,—/ittle cuiLprEN are as capable of
receiving as the wileflt philofophers.—Nay, ‘till the wifeft phi-
lofophers will receive them with all the fLmplicity of /Lrile
children,—till they will belicve God’s own declarations of Ins

nature,—
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neture,—the UNITY, M0DE, and MaNxER of which, -they
caxyxoT compRzHixD, and truft to his promies for a f{u-
ture flate of happinefs, the ~xatvre and osject of which
THEY CAN XOT CONCEIVE,—however they may boaft of
their fkill 1n human fcience,—they only betray their total
ignorance of the xature, £xp, and pEsicy of the curis-
TIAN REVELATION. For, chnftianity was not intended to
DEMONSTRATE to our Reasox the nafure and effence of
ipiritual objefts, which can only be known from Eexperi-

excz; but, by the rational evidence it affords of it's av-

I

T

k

TORITY,—t0 exaft our BELIEF In IS DECLARATIONS Of
certain truths xxowx to Gobp,—which wEe can neither
CONCEIVE NOT COMPREHEND ;—Wwhich however by raiTn In
=15 WoRrD, are equally capable of railing certain arrEcTIONS
in our breaflls and correlpondent masiTs of aflion,—as if]
their ~ature and essexce were comprehenfible by our

iNTELLECT, or dilcoverable by our sexses.

But, how melancholy does the reflettion at firft fight ap-
pear, that numbers of parents,—nay perhaps far the majority
of mankind, are difqualified by their ignorance, from infiruét-
ing their children themfelves, and difabled by their poverty,
from procuring inftructions for them, from others. How then
fhall thefe be faved from vice and mifery, and tramned to
virtue and happinefs? How fhall fociety. be defended from

their
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their ravages, and refcued from their enormities. Even for
this evil,~—chriflianity, has likewife provided a remedy ;—by
making it the duty of the rich, to fupply out of their abun-
dance, all the wants, which penury before endured; and by
promifing the highelt rewards particularly to thofe, who, fhall
thus * {urn many to rightcowfnefs.” Upon this divine princi-
ple, it was, that our forcfathcrs erefted thefe, excellent infii-
tutions of charity fchools, which do fo much honour to our
country, and confer fuch bleflings on the community. The
benefits of which, have been warranted by experience, to the
utmoft extent in which they could poflibly have been con-
ceived in {peculation. For, experience has abundantly teftified,
that numbers of thele children, who were thus at firft in
their infancy drawn out from the very dregs of fociety, have

in their advanced years, become, it’s greateft fafeguards and

honour, it's highelt ornaments and fupport.

Objeftions indeed, have {ometimes been thrown out againft
thefe {chools, and many anfwers returned. But as the ob-
jc&ions themlelves, were not levelled againft the PRINCIPLES
of them, many of the replies might have been fpared. For
{o neccflarily do thefe inftitutions grow out of the principles
of chriftianity, that an orrosiTion to the oXE, is In fact,
an attack upon the other,—as who for inftance,—but the

infidel,—dare to ftand forth and fay,—that it is ~ox his

I duty
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duty to do all he can, that the children of the poor may be
brought up in the bprscirrLiNne and 1xsTRUcTION of the
Tord; and, that the Gofpel, fhould ~oT by thefe means be
preached unto them ;—who,—without the bounty of the rich

beftowed on thefe inftitutions, would be even almoft totally
difabled from receiving it's * glad iidings.”

But there are {lil; fome parents, {funk into {o low, and
lamentzble a flate of poverty, as not even to be able to af-

ford permiffion to their children, to be partakers of the
infiru@ion, which the benevolence of others, fo kindly wiih
by thele inftitutions, to mmpart to them. Ior, that time, which,
the children 1n thele devote to fhe:r Improvement in KNOW-
LEDGE, IN VIRTUE, and In RELIGION,~—{fere are fome parents

fo needy, as not to be able to {pare to TrEIr children from

their employment at home, in earning their proportion of the
whole {canty pittance of their daily bread,—towards the dai-
Iy {upport of themfelves, and the reft of the family.

What pity is it then,—that fuch children fhould be left
devoid of every fenfe of religion, and every hope of hap-
pinefs and heaven,—to propagate impiety,—rapine,—and mifery

upon earth.

What wrue chrniftian 1s there, but muft upon confide-

ration, molft bitterly lament, that fuch have been fo long

negletled ;
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negleGted; and refle@t with fhame, that no pitying eye be-
wailed their mifery, nor outftretched arm tendered them relief.
—How therefore can the benevolent heart {peak it’s joy, and
exultation, to find,—tbat the piety and charity of one MAN,¥
in a diftant part of this kingdom,—firft planned, and executed
a fcheme, even for tueir ReLiEF,—by the inftitution of
Sunpay Scumoors; which have been fince adopted in many

other places,—to the eternal benefit of the children, and to
the almoft inconceivable benefit of fociety.

Convinced by Tueir Experience, of the utility of an
inftitution, which "even in theory is both by piery, and cha-
ritY, fo ftrongly recommended,~—we at length, though not
amongft the firlt,—yet, not I truflt the laft,—made a begin-
ning in this parifh, by annexing it to the CaariTy SchHooLs;
to which, it not only forms a vaTurar, but is ecven a ne-
ceflary arpEnDAGE. BoTu uniting, in the fame chriflian

PRINCIPLE, to the fame rious and BENEVOLENT END; and

the ove of which, is indeed imperfel, without the addition
of the other.

Our firlt plan we foon enlarged; and much is it to be
wifhed, that it could be ftill further extended, to a degree

more

* Mr. Raikes of Gloucefler.
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more proporiioncd to the magnitude of this town, afid the
numerous population of 1t's inhabitants,

&

: 13 not only for the svercry, but the ixcrease like-
wile of this charity, for which we now nvite your henefac-
tions.—For ualels vou my brethren, further our withes to
promote this good work, by the addition of all your aids to
our PREsSEXT contributions, our conitant endeavours by

axxvaL svascriptioxs, mult prove ineffettual to
1t’s completion.

What exhortation then, can be neceflary to induce vou
air, liberally to beftow,—where the gift will confer o laft-
ing, {o eiernal a berefi, not only upon the individuals, but
alio {uch permanent advantages upon the {fociety, to which
thev belong—You cannot but have felt the foft fenfations
of tender pity, which melt us into compaflion for the fuffer.
ings of our fellow creatures-——You can be no f{irangers to
the exhilarating joys of benevolence; which lead us to devile,
or 2t leait adopt, every plan, not only for the relief, but the
prevention alfo of the miferies of mankind.—If then, fuch
fenfations be not unknown to you,—fay,—whether you tan
pretend to put in competition with them,—the gratifications of
tne palate 1n the luxuries of -the table;—the emotions of

vanity in the ornaments of drefs ;—the joyous mirth of the
feftive
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feftive board :—the elevation of {pirits from the lively dance s,
—~-or even the more refined plealures of the concord of
fweet founds, when uttered by the falcinating voices, of
“ finging men, and finging women.” Mean, and trivial, would
be the facrifice of all thele for ever, in comparifon with
the enjoyment of the tender emotions of pity, and the ele-
vating raptures of benevolence. Joys in which we partake
even 1n this life, with the ¢ blefled ipirits above.”—Seize
~ then,—feize the prelent moment for fuch a participation.—
We_alk not for a total facrifice of other plealures, only allot
to thele, an ample fhare of your time and fortunes, and they
will give an higher relifh to the domeltic meal,—they will add a
frelh grace to your ornaments—they will infpire you with
more [prightlinels, and an higher elevation of f{pirits in the
houfe of mirth and feafting,~—and will even impart a {weeter

and richer melody to the inftrument of the mufician, and. the
voice of the finger.

Permit me then only to remind you,—that when upon
this occalon, we f{olicit your contributions,~—it is not for
onE Inftitution only, but for Two ;~though sorn are in
perfé& unifon with each other.—I doubt not therefore, but
that your benevolence will enlarge, in proportion to the ne-
ceflity for it’s exertions. Ior, thefe are inftitutions, fo vene-
rable for their principles, and {o important in their ends,

¥ that
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that neither AvARicE nor amarice can doubt, but that the
largeft donations of the moft opulent will be well beftowed;

though even the {malleft mite of the poorelt man,—must

When I firt recommended the inflitutions of Sunxpavy
Sczoors to your patronage,—I obferved,—that,—if there be
a town 1in this kingdom,—in which,—above all others,—
Stxpay Scroors are moit peculiarly requifite,—I would
venture to fav,—tuis was,—that very town. For who was
there, I then afked, amonglt you, my brethren, who could
forbear, daily to obferve with grief, a fet of boys conftantly
annoying every {ireet and corner of the place,—who were
not only a difgrace to it’s police,—which is in every other
reipe&t worthy of the higheft commendation,—but,—a fcandal
to a chriftian country. Boys,—who deftitute of every idea
of religion, were continually fhocking your ears with their
impieties and blafphemies,—and,—who being totally ftrangers
to every compaflionate feeling of humanity,—were every
moment wounding your hearts,—with inftances of their cru-
elty, and barbarity. Boys,—whole very occupations,—were
but an education for thewing without {cruple;—and their

cruelty to brute animals, a preparation for the commiffion
of murder, without remorle.®

To

¥ The boys here alluded to, are emmployed with carts and affes to

1

-

gatter up the dwt in the flreets, which they fell to their employers;
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To work a -reformation in fuch wretched creatures,—as
thefe,—not only fo devoid of every virtue,~but funk into
fo low a ftate of brutal depravity,—to reclaim f{uch from
vice,—to teach them with gratitude to acknowledge the mer-
cies of their Creator, and Redeemer,—to foften TrEIR favage
hearts into feeling for the miferies of brute creatures,~—by
the inftances vou fhould afford of vyour humanity towards
THEM,—and by leading them into the path of wvirtue and

righteoufnels here, to prepare them for heaven and happinefs
hereafter—Who, I afked, could fpeak the good, you would

confer on this world, or the happinels, which would be
vyouRr reward in the next,

But may I not now arrear to moft of you, my brethren,

whether that coop, which I then foretold, would refult from
SunpaYy Scroovs, has not been already, in a great mea-
fure, produced 7—Are your eyes, and hearts, now wounded
with all the various cruelties, and barbarities ;—and your ears
and religious affettions now fhocked with all the blalphemies
and imprecations, with which they were wont to be oftended.
—I ApPEAL to your own EXxPERIEN cE,~whether, their
ferocity be not in a good meafurc abated,—whether,—their

favage

and at the early hour in the morning, in which they begin their work,
are expoled to the temptation of making depredations upon the pro.
perty of others,
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favage hearts do not appear to be {oftencd,—and whether
the turpitude of their morals be not vilibly amended.

But God forbid,—that I fhould plead for your care of the
oxe {ex oxiy;—permit me likewile to recommend to you,
—with equal warmth and energy,—the otuer allo,—which

fiands no lels in need of your compaffionate aid, protettion,
and inliruction.—Twzy have a claim even to your TENDER-

£sT recard—Tuzy are more defencelefs in themlelves ;=
and for them,—the {nares of temptation are more induitriouily,
and artfully {pread around. Tuev are on all ides expoled,

—either to the open force,—or,—{ecret intrigues of men,—

in fuch a town as this—THEY are PECULIARLY oObnoxious
to danger,—unlels,—their minds be well guarded by the
vrinciples of religion,—and fortified by early habits of vir-
tue'—Oh ftretch out then your hands with liberality,—to
fave trEm from all that complicated vice, and woe,—which
often render TueM,~far the moft wretched of human beings;
—and, who,—when moft truly pitiable,~too often become
moit,—the objetls of {corn,—of infult,—and of brutality.—
Oh my brethren,—if for thefe,—thus fallen,—you can only
drop the tear of pity, and bewail their {ufferings,—but,—are
unable,—once more to reftore them to virtue, and to hap-
pinefs,—at leaft,—{ave others from adding to their number;
—thelter Tazy from the impending ftorm ;—and fnatch them

from
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from the gulph of fin and wretchednefs,~which opens it’s jaws
wide for their reception. And, to vou,—of the sorTER
sEx,—let me MORE PARTIcULARLY addrels myfelf;~—vou
who are the beft ornaments of fociety,~and,—~the {weetell
folace of domeftic life ;—whofe finer fenfibilities render you
more f{ufceptible of pain,—and more prone to . pity ;—do you,
—1 befeech you, exert yourlelves,—patronife an inftitution,
—and,—contribute moft liberally to it’s fupport,~which i1s
intended to fave fuch,—as may become rike you,—orna-
ments of {ociety,—from ruin,—and defltru&tion,—in this world ;

—and from eternal mifery,—in that,—which is to come.

Let us arL,—then,~—as fellow creatures,—partaking of the

fame common nature,~—liable to the {ame frailties,~and fub-
jett to the fame infirmities,—entitled to the fame hope of
reward,—and obnoxious to the fame dread of punifhment,—
attuated by one and the fame fpirit,—unite with heart and
hand,—*“ to fave many fouls alive!"—and then,~we fhall not
fail to meet again hereafter,—where the objefts of our pre-
fent bounty,—will not be {ulfered,—to plead for us in vain;
—but THEIR own ftate of happinels then,—will be our pafl-
port to the fame region of eternal blifs, through the merits
and mediation of Jelus Chnft. In whofe blefled {ociety,—

if,—we have * flurned many to righteoufnefs,—we [hall fhine,
as the flars for ever and ever.”

F 1 N I S
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Page 5, note, fecond line, read z5, inftead of are.
Laft line, read Sermon, inftead of Sermons,

Page 11, lalt line but one, read zmbuz, inftead of embru:.



Shortly will be publifhed, by the Jame Author.

An INTRODUCTION to the STUDY of the New TESTAMENT, In
which, amongft feveral other "fubjets of Enquiry, the true difftintion
between the INTERNAL and EXTERNAL EVIDENCES of Chriftia-
nity, 1s, {in oppoittion to the opinions of fome very eminent wrl-
ters) endeavoured 1o be more accurately explained then it has hitherto
been, and the PrincirLEs of Mr Hume’s Philolophy, from which
he deduced his Arguments againft MIrRACLES as proofs of a Divine
Revelation, are fhown to be contrary to the furlt Principles of our
Knowledge, as deduced from Experience and TESTIMONY.

Publifhed by the [fame Author.

I. The Confiftency of Man’s Free-Agency, with God’s Fore-knowledge 1n
the Government of the World, proved and illuftrated. In a Dil-

courfe :—Preached in the Parith Church of Great Yarmouth, on

Thurfday, April 23d, 1789 ; being the Day of General Thankigiv-
ing, for his Majefty’s Happy Recovery.

II. The one great Argument for the Truth of Chnftianity, from a
fingle Prophecy, evinced, in a new Explanation of the Seventh
Chapter of Ifaiah: and in a general Refutation of the
Interpretations of former Commentators. |

111, Confolation to the Mourner, and Infiruftion both to Youth and Old

Age, from the early Death of the Righteous. 1n Two Difcourfes;—
occafioned by the Death of his eldeft Daughter, who had ynly juft
entered into her Twenty-fitlt Year :~—To which is {ubjoined, an
Appendix, containing her Charatter, and two Elegies on her Death,
Preached at the Parifh Church of Great Yarmouth.

1V. Erroneous Opinions concerning Providence ietuted,~the true
Notion ftated,~and illuftrated by the Events which have lately

happened to this Nation. Preached at the Panth Church of
Great Yarmouth, on Friday, February 8th, 178e.
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. An Addrefs after Confirmation :—Pointing out the Means of attaining
Chrifiian Perfefiion, and true Happmefs. Deliveried at the Panfh
Church of Great Yarmouth, on Sunday, Auguft eth, 178a.

V1. The Power of Chrltianity over the malignant Pailions aflerted;

the real Caufes of Perfecutions amongft Chnfhans are pointed out,
and the tiue Grounds of mutual Forbearance in religious Opinions
explained. Preached Nov. ad, 1776.

V' II. The Neceflitv and Truth of the Three Principal Revelations demon.
firated from the Gradations of Science, and the Progrels of the mental

Faculiies. Preached.on Commencement Sunda) June l7'9th 1777

VIII. A Leter to the Clergy of Norfolk, upon the Abolition of Tythes..
In which, the Schemes propofed for an Equivalent, are examined.

IN. A full Refutztion of the Reafons advanced 1n Defence of the Pe
tiion, for the Abolition of Subfenption to the Articles and Liturgy,
By no Bigot to, nor againfi the Church of Ern’land

X. Lxplanations of dincult Texts of Seriptures, in four Differtations;
1 {i. On eternz]l Punidhments.—od. On Chrift’s curﬁng the Flg-
Trec.—ad, On h*i‘ﬁraﬁﬂufions.—-—ﬁith. On Chnft's Temptation e

1M W ﬂu.h the Notions of 2 Vifion, and the perfonal Appearance
oi Szian, are refuicd.

NI A Letter to the Bifhop of Gloucefter ;—in which, lus Lordfhip’s Di-
ViNE LEGATION 15 delended, both from the Mifapprehenfions of
his Lordfhip’s Friends, and Mifreprefentations of his Enemies.

I, Defimitions end Axio ‘s, re;ative to Chartty, Charitable Inflitutions,
anu-tue Poor’s Laws. In which, Houles of Induftry were fisft
rcmm:‘;cndui to ibe Ancmien of the Public.
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