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2 KINGS, Chap. V. Ver. 1*.

Now Naaman, Captain of the Hofp
of the King of Syria, was a great
Man with his Mafler, and honou-
rable, becaufe by him the Lord had

given Deliverance unto Syria 5 be

was alfa a mighty Man in¥V alor.~--

$ HE Story of Naaman, as it is
.S &vﬂ:\,

boy oS tranfmitted to. us in the facred
Y @j&'g Pages, affords a Variety of In-
ot ERee€ ftrudtions, fuited to the feveral
% Circumftances and Conditions of
human Life. Altho’ he was a Pagan, the Holy
Ghoft himfelf has been pleafed to mention him
with fingular Refpect ; and to reprefent his
Charater, not altogether unworthy the Imitation
of thofe, who are favored with™ fuperior religious
Advantages, This Syrian Commander appears
to

il
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to have been a great Man in himfelf, as well as
by the Favor of his Prince. His Honors were
well fupported by his intrinfic Worth : He
filled with Dignity the high and important Station
to which he was advanced. And befides the ad-
vantageous Figure which he bears in the Writings
of the Old Teftament, our Lord has taken Occafion
to {peak of him in the New, * as one for whofe
Perfon God had a particular Regard, and for
whofe Welfare He was peculiarly concerned.

Human Nature, we know, has been much the
fame in all Ages. Prefently after the Fall thote
Lufts of Men began to conceive and bring forth,
froem whence coime Wars and Fightings. The
untimely Death of be/-was a fhocking Proof of
this, who fell a Sacrifice to the Envy and Rage of
his unnatural Brother. Such Lufts as thefe war-
ring in the Members of fingle Perfons, ‘nfluenced
alfo the Communities which thefe Individuals
compofed ; and States and Kingdoms as they
- rofe in the Werld, foon began to look upon one
another with a jealous Eye ; and to difcover an
unreafonable Fondnefs of enlarging their own
Bounds, and flourithing upe+ .z Ruins of their
Neighbors. So that after all that has been faid of
the Innocence and Simplicity ¢f former Times, by -

* TLuke iv, 27, hof
thole
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thofe who have rather confidered what Mankind
ought to be, than what in Fact they have been :
It is-certain, that War was as unavoidable, and
an Addrefs in this fatal Art as neceffary, in the
early Ages of the World, as they are at prefent.
To this Service Naaman devoted himfelf ; and
for this he had peculiar Talents ; poflefling at
“once the Intrepidity of a Soldier, and the Capacity
of a General. He was in his Perfon, 2 mighty
Man of Valor 4 and in his Poft, he was Captain of
the whole Hoft of Syria.

His fuperior Talents were neither buried in
Indolence and Supinenefs ; nor fo mifapplied, as
to be worfe than ufelefs. Had either of thefe been
the Cafe, he would not have been reprefented
in holy Writ as {fo honorable a Perfon. But that
which exalted his Chara&er, and threw a Luftre
around it, was, that he confidered himfelf as born
Yor others ; and asHonor called, and Duty obliged
him, he employed his Capacity and Powcr for the
Good of his Country, and bravely endeavored
the Deliverance of Syria.

Naaman happily accomplithed thofe public
Services which he had undertaken ; and Provi-
dence tho’t fit to crown his generous Fortitude
with fingular Succefs. God, who has referved 1n

his-own Hands the Faté of Empires and King-
doms 5
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doms ; who exalts them with a Smile, or deprefi‘éé
them with a Frown, was pleafed ¢o honor him
as an Inftrument of conveying to the Syrians, that
Profperity which he had defigned for them. By
him, fays the Text, the Lord bad given Delive-
rance to Syria.

No wonder then that Naaman was fo high in
the Efteem of his Prince. He was a great Man
with bis Mafter. The King was fenfible of his
Worth ; had a juft Refentment of his important
Services, and gave him Marks of his peculiar Fa-
vor. Such was his Confidence in him that he ap-
pointed him General of his Forces : And his ten-
der Affection for his Perfon appears in the Letter
which he wrote on his Behalf, and fent by his own
Hands to the King of Ifrael. — It is happy for
Princes when they diftinguifh between the precious
and the vile ; when they are quick to difcern and
prompt to cherith and reward true Virtue and
Merit ; and only Perfons of this Charatter are
allowed to poffefs their Affections, and to be ex-
alted by their Favor. Then their own Honor and
the People’s Happinefs will flourith together :

For where the People are happy, thc Ruler mt
be glorious. |

But we have not yet confidered Naaman’s Ho-

nor in the full Extent ofit. He was the Darlingf,
0
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of the People, as well as the Favourite of his
Prince 3 not only a great Man with bis Mafter,
but honourable ; 1. e. according to Bithop Patrick,
he was highly efteemed and honored by his Fel-
low Subjeéts.  This is an additional Proof of ths
intrinfic Worth and Goodnefts of his Character ; a
ftrong Prefumption that he neither gained his Ad-
vancement by dithonorable Means, nor employed
it to any bafe unworthy Ends.  The Syrians found
their own Happinefs in his Exaltation.  After ex-
tending the Glory of his Country abroad, he did
not, like fome Conquerors, return Home to en-
flave it. His Perfonal Valor, and his victerious
Army were the Defence, not the Terror of the
People : — they rcaped the happy Fruits of the
Toils he endured, and the Dangers which he fa-
ced :—they owned their Guardlan and Benefaltor ;

and as fuch, tar from envying his Greatnefs, thcy
rejoiced in ity - and augmented it with their cwn

Applaufes.

What a great and happy Man does Neamar
appear to be ! Adorned with fo much Virtue !
Crowned with fuch Succefs ! A chofen Inftro-
ment 1n the Hand of Provicence to deiiver lis
Country ! So diftinguithed by the Favor of Lis
Royal Mafter ; and to hizh in the Love and Ad-
miration of the People ! Butalas, pui: aud ua-
allayed Profperity is what the prefent Life, will Ly

b 439
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po means admit.  Human Nature at its beft
Eftate is but imperfect ; and the moft happy Cir-
cumftances the World can place a Man in, are
dways mingled with fomething difagreable and
adwrﬁ. Naaman in the Hemh of his Power,
and the Fulnefs of his (J]OI'Y was feized with a
diftrefling Difeafe, which all his Greatnefs could
not defend him from, nor all his Fortitude make
him ealv under.  He was a mighty Man in Valor,
cut be wwas a Lr’;'er In his Affliction he hears by
a captive Maid ot the Prophet Elifba, and the
Wonders perfermed by him in the Name of his
(;od. lmmcdiately he fets out on his Journey to
the Prophet, and implores the Help cf the Deity,
whom he worfhipped. — But how often is the
‘\\*’iﬁ*om of God Foolithnefs with Men, and the
ufinefs of His Appointments called in Queftion
i»y the projudiced Great, and the fhort-fighted
Politicians of the Earth ' Niemaen is at firlt
ofiended with the Method wlhich tiie Prophet di-
reCts for his Recovery @ It was pliin and fimple,
and thereiore with himn it was tochih 5 not confi-
dering that the Waiers of Jordaz, at the Ap-
vointment, ond with the Blefling of the God of
[ivae!, couid dothat, whien the molt coftly Me-
dicines, jcined with all the pompous Superftitions
of 877z, were never able to cficct. — But by the
vrudent Advice of liis Servants, he is foon bro’t
so n better Mind 5 e waflbes i Fordan, and is
cléan,
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glean. Struck with Aftonithment at the Giear-
nefs of the Miracle, and filled with Gratitude o
the Author of it, he aderes the Power and Good-
nefs of Elifba’s God, and reivlves to offer Sacrifice
to no other. Nzw I kroze, lays he, that theie
15 w0 God in all thke Lairth, but in Ifiael. Thy
Servant will not cffer Sacrifi.o, but anis the Lord.

After this Acknowledgment and Refolution, it
is ftrange to hear Naarair defliring 1.eave to at-
tend hxs Mafter 12 the Houfe of Riminon, to bew
with bim there : and a'tho! his Intention in this
was rather to pay Refpect o his Prince, than any
Honor to the Idol ; yet he was fenfible himfelt
that the Action carried in 1t the Appearance of
Evil, if nothing worfe ; for which Reafon he
begs it may le pardoned. Iti1s hard, even for
an honeft Courticr to mawtain an inflexible Vir-
tue ; and herc the Fortitude’ of Neaman appesrs
to fanl him, tho’ he was upon the whole a Man
of Integrity : Hc was a new Convert, and dif-
covered fome Weaknefs ; but he was areal one,
~and as fuch the Prophet buls him depart in Peace.
—Thus the fevere Affliction of Naamaen proved
in the End of the greateft Advantage to him :
had he not been a Leper, he might ftill have re-

mained ignorant of the true God ; but the Lofs
of his Health was abundantly made up in the di-
vine Knowledge which he attained ; and he would

B2 really
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really have been more greac and happy in thig
Knowledge alone, than the moft profperous Cir-
cumitances could have made him withcut it.

This Paffage of facred Hiftory, thus defcanted
upon, fuggefts to us feveral Obfervations, not al-
together forcign to the prefent Occafion.

In the FirsT Place, We may oblerve from it,
that true Fortitude is an honorable Quality 5 and
reprefented as {uch in the facred Oracles. It s in-
deed unhappy tor the Worldy that the Profeflion
ol a Scldier s becomie {o neceffary an one. No
Perfon of Humanity, and much lefs one poffefled
of that divine Benevolence which Chriftianity in-
pires, can help being fenfibly touched, when he
contemplates the Confulien and Mifery which
War introduces 5 and obfeives, how ingenious
Men are to contiive, and how prompt to carry
into fixecution, the fureft DMethods of deftroying
one anotier.  But fince Communitics bave thew
Rights as well s privare Perfons 3 and cach one,
not content with the Enjuyment or its own, 1s
but too apt to invade the Rights of others; the
Wlfare of g State does theretore call for Valor
as well as Policy 5 and the Soldicr is as neceflary
to a Community as the Magiftrate : While the
Jatter preferves it from inteftine Confufions, the
jormry 15 to defend it from foreign Invafions.

| The
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The military Charalter, when viewed in this
Light, is an honorable one ; and the Succefs of a
Soldier, who atts in the juft and neceffary Defence
of his Country, is truly glorious,

It is certainly for the Intereft of a Community,
ro treat with Refpeét thofe martial Accomplith-
ments, which in the prefent State of Things, are
{o neceflary to its Defence. Henor is the Parent
of brave and meritorious A&ions, and the Poli-
ticians of the World have endeavoured by this
Means to propagate them. They have known
that the Love of Life fo deeply implanted in our
Nature, is apt to make Men fhrink back from
thofe dangerous Services, to which the Safety of
their Country may call them : and accordingly
they have endeavored to leflen this, by artfully
addrefling to the LLove of Fame, an Affection as
natural to Men as the former, and oftentimes
“{uperior to it. By this Motive alone, many have
been led to ferve their Country in the moft im-
portant Inftances, who, it is to be feared, would
never have ferved it upon better Principles. The
Romans therefore had their particular Marks of
Honor, to reward the Bravery of their Soldiers,
according to their different Ranks and Degrees of
Merit ; and as Vitories gave Occafion to their

Triumphs, fo Triumphs, in their Turn, begot
¥itories.

Some
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~ Some perhaps may imagine, that tho’ War ts
oftentimes neceflary, and therefore lawful, yet it
does not become Chriftian Communities to take
any {uch Methods as thefe, to encourage ana re-
ward the Soldicr ; inafmuch as they have a natu-
ral Tendency to inflame the Ambition of Men ;
to take them off from better Principles, and
torm them only into Pagan Heroes ; whofe Love
of Glory was generally extravagant, and their
Purfuit of it wild and fantaftical.—But it is by no
means -the Delign of Religion wholly to eradicate
the natural Paffions and Affe€tions of human Na-
ture ; only to dire¢t them to their proper Objeéts,
and correct their Excefles. The Love of Fame,
or 2 Defire of the Efteem and Commendation of
others, tho’ it may be too ftrong, hurrying Men
into a foolith and abfurd Behaviour, and fo difap-
pointing itfelf, is neverthelefs, under proper Re-
gulations, a juft Principle of A&ion. Itis not
indeed, the higheft and the beft ; but it has it’s
Place, and in Conjunétion with other Principles,
is of great Service in the Conduét of human Life,
The Goipel therefore, has never required us to lay
this Motive wholly afide, but plainly allows, as
the Author of Nature certainly intended, that it
fhould influence us in fome good and reafonable
Degree. It even addrefles to this natural Affecti-
pn, and recommends the feveral Graces of the
Chriftian Life, from the Confideration of their

De-
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Decency — encouraging us to let our Light fhine
before Men 5 to think upon and pratife what/fo-
ever is bonorable and lovely, as well as jufft and
true ; whatfoever is ornamental to human Nature,
and perfective of it. The Rewards alfo, which
the Gofpel promifes to the Juft ih the coming
State, are glorious ones :—They; who have been
faithful to the Death, are reprefented in white
Robes;—their Hands filled with Palms; and their
Temples adorned with Crowns. So that our re-
ligious Profeffion is no way inconfiftent with the
Purfuit of Glory, provided it be real and {ub-
ftantial, not falfe and imaginary. If there be any
Virtue, and if there be any Praife, we are en-
couraged to follow it : — And as fuch, Fortitude
in particular 1s recommended to us. This Quali-
ty; fo eflential to the military Character, the Gof-
pel with all it’s Peace and Good-will to Men; with
all i’s meek forgiving Spirit, is very far from
condemning : It only gives us a juft Idea of it ;
determines it’s Limits ; fettles it upon proper
Principles 5 and rejeéts the feveral Counterfeits of
this Virtue, which commonly pafs in the World

for Bravery, tho’ they never deferved fo hono-
rable a Name,

The Fortitude of a Chriftian is not that Con-
tampt of Death, which is founded upon a Slownsfs
of Apprehenfion, and an Abfence of Thought ;

which
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which is a meer Privation, rather than any pofi-
tive Attainment, and no great Credit to one, who
has the Figure of a reafonable Being. It is diffe-
rent from the Courage that appears in other Men
of quicker Apprehenfions ; that flows from
Warmth of Bloody and a brifk Agitation of the
Spirits ; that fufpends the Exercife of Reafon,
and rafhly plunges them into the greateft Dangers.
This fort of Hero poflefles much the fame Kind
of Ardor as the Horfe upon which he rides, who
fwallows the Ground with bis Fiercenefs andRage;
and believeth not that it is the Sound of the Trum-
pet—Many owe their Valor to a natural Firm-
nefs of Conftitution ;—to- their having been habi-
tuated and enur’d to Dangers ; — to a cruei and
~unnatural Delight in Scenes of Defolation and
Slaughter ; — to a Spirit of Revenge ; «~or a fen-
Tual rapacious Difpafition, which makes them de-
{pife Toils and Hazards, from the Profpelt of
rioting upon the Spoils of Vi€tory.—~But Chriftian
Fortitude is a Greatnefs of Mind, flowing from
the rational and divine Principles of the Gofpel,
that leads a Perfon at all Adventures to act up to
the Dicates of his Confcience, and renders him,
while he does fo, undaunted in Dangers, and
unfubdued by Sufferings.

Our holy Religion admonifhes the Soldier, to

regulate his Ardor, and purfue his Glory by the
Rules
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‘Rules of Juftice, without which, the Hero écgc‘?
nerates into a Robber and a Murderer ; and his
Infamy enlarges with his Succefs. It inftrudts
him to maintain the A&ivity of “his Body, and
the Vigor of his Spirit, by being temperate in all
7. bmgx and to acquire a Strength and Cempac:
tednefs of Mind, able to endure Hardnefs, by the
habitual Prafice - of Patience and Self-Denial.
Whike it leaves him that Senfe of Honet fo pecii-
jiar to the Profeflion of a Soldier;, it affords him
other Principles to co-opefate with and correét it ;
and all united give him a Firmnefs of Soul, which
this alone would be infufficient to. - It obliges him
to that habitual Honefty of Intention; and In-
nocence of Behavior, which are always acconi sa-
hied with a manly Confidence ahd Courage. It
infpires him with a difinterefted Benevolence, 2
pubhc Spirit, that animates him to egert himfelf -
in a Caufe, in Proportion to the Importance of it
to the Welfare of others ; and makes himt forget
his own Eafe and Safety; in the Setvice of his
Country. |

It has indeed been objected to thie Gofpel that it
does not particularly enjotn Love to our Cotntry,
But is not the whole Syftemr of it evidensly cal-
¢ulated to promote that fincere and univerfal Love
to Mankind; which certainfy compriZes in it thisy
wrd all etkier inferor focial Affefions ¥ Doss it

| 9 rot
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het oblige us inall Circumftances, and upon all
Ceccafions to do the greateff Good ? And is not
this obliging us to ferve the Community to which
we belong, in every Inftance not inconfiftent with
univerfal Benevolence ?  This it primarily enjoins,
and with very good Reafon.

For altho’ the Love of our Country is a noble
AffeCtion, yet it has its Limits, beyond which it
degenerates into a Fault. It is evident the Romans
were extravagant in it : — this Paffion was fo un-
bounded in them, that they {ent Terror and Dif-
trefs with their Armies, to the moft diftant and
peaceful Nations, and trampled upon the Rights
of all Mankind, for the fake of enlarging the
Grandeur and Authority of Rome. However then
we may admire their Courage, we cannot in this
applaud their Virtue. For as the Intereft of fingle
Families, ought always to be regarded in fubordi-
nation to the Welfare of the Community : fo the
Love of our Country fhould never be fo great, as
to fwallow up thofe Sentiments of Juftice and Be-
nevolence, which we owe to Mankind in general.
It was therefore finely faid, I /ove my Friends well
I love my Country better 5 but I love the World of
Mankind beft of all. This is a Sentiment per-
feCtly agreable to the Gofpel, and enters into the
Charaer of the Chriftian Hero. Chriftianity al-

lows us to ferve our Country only in a juft Caufes
—in
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—in fuch a Cauft it obliges us to A&ion ; and is
able to infpire us with an undaunted Spirit.—In
fuch a Caufe it teaches us to depend for Succefs
upon Him, who loves Equity; who does bis
Pleafure in the Armies of arth, as well among the
Hofis of Heaver ; and who gives the Vitory
where He pleafes.—Or it Succels is denied, it dif-
pofes us to acquiefce in the Divine Will, which
is all-perfet; and to refign Life with tranfport,
not from the Hopes of immortal Fame here, a

poor fhadowy Exiftence ; but the Profpett of

that fubftantial Life and Immortality brought to
Light by the Gofpel,

Nor is the Valor of the religious Soldier ever
feparated from Meeknefs, and a generous Com-
paffion to the vanquithed. To engage in Battle
meerly from Hatred and Revenge, and to im-
prove a Conqueft to the gratifying any fuch mean
and rancorous Paffions, is alien from the Spirit of
the Gofpel, and a certain Indication of Littlenefs of
Mind. Humanity and Pity, are effential Ingre- .
dients of a truly bold and great Spirit.—Such an
one, knows how to enlarge his Glory, by fetting
- Bounds to his Victories : Nor is he more ready to
encounter an haughty and threatningEnemy, than
to pardon and oblige one whom his Valor has dif-
armed, and reduced into his own Power. A
‘Coward bas fought, fays a polite Writer, 4 Cotw-

Ca ard
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ard bas vanquifhed, but & Coward nsver forgave.
It was therefore handfomely obferved to a great
and fuccefsful Warrior, who had fhewn a remar-
kable Clemency to the conquered 5 Yeu bed fub-
du:d all the World before, but now you bave glo-
ricufly fubdued yous[oif. |

~ The Govemment of our Paffions is effential to
truc Fortitude. Slavery breaks the Spirits, and
fubdues the Force of the Mipd ; and there is cer-
f2inly no meaner Slave than one who is maftered
by his own Paffions, and cannot poflels himfelt.
- The Man of chriftian Bravery 15 free from thi
Bondage : He fuble¢ts every wayward Humor,
and every blind Impetus to the Dictates ot Reafon
énd Religion : — Whenever he is called to zbe
Battle of the Warrior, which is with confufed
Noife, and Garsients rolled in Blood, he ftill main-
fains fomething of that Calmnefs and Screnity,
with which we may {uppofe, an Angel executes
the Wrath of Heaven. And in this Self-govern-
mcnt, he appears to the Lye of fober Rcafon,
with greater Dignity, than in all his other Con-
quefts : for be that is flow te I¥rath is better than
the Nisghty, end be dbat ruleth bis Spirit than be
dbai takesh a Cizy,

You fce then, that as the Golpel does. not abfa-

Jutcly condomy the Prafeffion of 4 Soldier, neither
does
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does it deprive him of the Valor which this Pro-
feflion implies : On the contrary, it recommends
to him a refined and exalted Fortitude, and gives
him the beft Motives to fupport it. Nor ought
we to efteem this Virtue, in the juft Extent of it,
a low and inconfiderable one ; fince the facred
Scriptures have fet it i another Light ; and re-
prefented it to us, as accompanied with, and made
up of, the pureft and molt divine Principles,
that are ever to be found in human Nature.

A Secoxp Ospservation is, That Heonly ap-
pears truly great, and worthy the Efteem of Man-
kind, whofe Tuperior Talents, and high Station, are
improved to the Welfare of others. Notwithftan-
ding the Valor of Naaman y notwithftanding his
high and important Poft,the Holy Ghoft weuld not
hawe reprefented him as fo great and honoratle a
Perfonage, if he had notexerted himfelf for theGood
of his Country, and given Deliverance unto Syria-

Ore of a nazrow {eififh Spint, whofe Chanty
ends as well as begins at home, who has burft
the focial Link that fhould unite him to others,
and make the common Intereft his own, who
only lives and feels for himfelf, is really mean and

contemptible, and reprefented as fuch in the fa-
ered Oracks. No external Circumftances can add

anry Thing to the intrinfic Value of his Character:
| And
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And Titles and Preferment to a Man of fuch ketle
Worth, are like a falfe Medium to an Obje& of
Sight, they magnify him in Appearance, but not
in Reality.

Neither will a fuperior Capacity, added to thefe
exteriar Diftinctions, be fufficient to render him
truly great ; this being only valuable according
to the Ufe that is made of it, and the Purpofes
to which it is employed. Let a Perfon be pofief- -
fed of Valor or Policy in ever fo high a Degree,
yet if others receive no Benefit from the right Ap-
plication of ‘thefe great Qualities, Mankind owe
him no Efteem, nor can he juftly expe it from
them. Nay, a {uperior Capacity, when feparated
from an honeft, difinterefted, public Spirit ; and
under the Direction of felfith and bafe Principles,
does but rend - a Man the more extenfively mif~
chievous, and therefore the more defervedly odi-
ous. Goodnefs then is effential to true Great-
nefs, and he, the honorable Perfon, who like the
Sun, is as extenfively ufeful, as exalted in his Sta-
tion; who while he dazles with his Luftre, re-
frefhes with his kindly Influences ; and whem the
World at once admires and enjoys.

Nar has this diffufive Goodnefs ever been found
to leflen private Happinefs : On the contrary, he,

who accordipg to the Dire@ions of the Gofpel,
| cultivates
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~cultivates thofe focial Inftinéts, which the Authoy
of Nature has implanted in our Bofoms ; and who
makes the Good of others an Objet of real Af-
fe@ion, is acquainted with athoufand Pleafures,
which a contratted Heart knows nothing of-
¢ He receives Happinefs at fecond Hand, and
by Rebound from others, as well as by direct and
immediate Senfation ; *> and whether he ferves his
Country in the Cabinet, orin the Ficld, he really
enjoys the Profperity of the whole Community, in
the fame Proportion he endeavors to promote it.
~—This is the right Pofture of an human Soul ;
and in this Attitude it appears with true Beauty
and Luftre :—it appears, like one of thofe fupe-
rior Beings, who glory in the Stile of minifiring
Spirits 5 and whofe delightful Employment it is,
under Providence, to defend and blefs Mankind.
Perfons then of this Charalter are entitled to the
Efteem and Praife of the World ; and they who
are more immediately under their Guardianthip,
and reap the Fruits of their public-fpirited Con-
dui, they who fit under their Shadow with greas
Delight, cannot help adding to their Efteem, Gra-
,- titude and Love. All this is but a juft Debt, to
fuch eminent Virtue and Goodnefs ; and every
Man fhould be ready to pay his own Proportion
ofit. Thisis one way to fpread thefe Qualities in
the World, and increafe the Number of fuch
Charaéters,

; The
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The Greeks therefove; were deither juft ner pos
litic, in banifhing thofe from the Common-wealthy
who by their greatand fhining Actions, had gaied
the Admiration of the People. This bad Effess;
fprung indeed from & noble Casfe;a Jealoufy of their
Lsberty 3 but in this, their Care was over nice and
kcrupulous 5 the weak Sollicitude of a ton induls
gent Mother, rather than a well-tempered oafous
line Affection ; plaimdy tending to difcourage Per-
fons from diftinguithing themfelves by public Sers
vices, and to leave that Liberty naked and des
fencelefs, of which shey were fo extrémely . fond-
Carthage imitated Greece in neglefting and iit-
treating at a Time of Security, thofe who had befd
ferved her in 2 Crifis of Danger: and being not fo
fruitful of Patriots and Heroes as the other, thie
Conduét had a very unhappy Influenes upon her
Affairs. Hannibal indeed performed Wonders;
under all his Difcouragements from home ; but
this, was perhaps as muciy owing to the invincible
Hatred which from his Infancy he had conceived
to the Romans, as an Affe€tion for Carthage, that
had foill rewarded his Bravery and Mer:t.

Nor can we think it ftrange, if fome of the
greateft Spirits among the Hestheir; were by f{uclt
Treatment difcouraged from ferving the Public.—
But the Principlesof Chriftianity, are able to {upport

us under fo hard a Lot. OQur divine -Redeemer
' has
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bus'taught us to.regard the Rule of Duty; rather
than the Acoeptance of our Services ; and to con-
tinue todo goed, even to thofe who teturn us ill 4
afliiring us, that owr Reward is great; while we
thus approve ourfelves the Children of our Fatber
§n Heaven, who caufes his Sun to rife, and his
Rain to fall; upon tbe evil, and the unshankful. -

i~ the Thirp Pracs, this Paffage fuggefts o
us, how much Influence the Providence of God
bas, in the Government of the ‘Wotld, and in
drowning the Services .of Patriots and Warniors
with Succefs. Little as Nzawas knew Him, it
was the God of Ifrael who fitted him for his high
and importatit Poft ; who exalted lim to it ; and
sfed him as an Infirument m his own Hand te
&ive Deliverance wnto Syria. He is the God of the
Spirits of all Fiefh: From Himy, we receive the
Powers of our Bodies, and the Faculties of ouit
Minds: He, dittinguithes Meh by their various
Capacities, and places them in their feveral Stat-
ons. The Underflanding of the prademé ; the
Authority of the great ; the Valor of the mighty s
and the public Spirit of the Patriot, are from Him
—th¢ Fatber of Lights, from whom cometh dovin
rvery good, and every perfest Gift. God fitieth
upon tbe Circle of the Earth, and the Inbabitants
thereof are before Him as Grafboppers ;—He, ex-
alteth ot deprefleth them, putting down one, and

D Jetting
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fetiing up awother ; enlarging or-contracting theit
Sphere of Influence and A¢tivity, juft asHe pleafes:
And this he does among all Nations, among thofe
that are ignorant of him, as well as thofe that know
bis Name, and acknowledge his Dominion.

We have a remarkable Inftance of this in the
Introduction of the Perfian Empire. Gyrus the
Perfian, was no more a Worthipper of the true
JEHOVAH, than Naaman the Syrium : yet, he was
an elet Servant of God, formed by his Spirit,
and employed in his Providence, to accomplith
fome great and important Ends, which his Wif-
dom had defigneds The Prophet Jfaiab, gave a
particular Account of him, and the Purpofes God
intended to anfwer by him, feveral Ages before he
was born. ¥ Thus faith the Lord to bis anointed,
to Cyrus, whofe right Hani Ibave holden, to fub-
due Nations before bim : and I will loofe the Loins
of Kings, to open before bim the two leaved Gates,
and the Gates fball not be fout. Iwill go before
thee, and make the crooked Places flrast ; and 1
nvill reak in Pieces the Gates of Brafs, and cut in
funder the Bars of Iron. And Iwill give thee the
Sreafures of Darknefs, and bidden Riches of fecret
Places, that thou mayeft know, that I the Lord,
which call thee by thy Name, am the God of Ifrael.

* 6. xlv.

For
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For Facob my Servant’s [ake, and Ifrael mine Eles?,
I bave even called thee by thy Name : I bave fur-
named thee, though thou bajt not known me.

: God had determined to humble the proud and
oppreflive Power of Babylon. Cyrus was ap-
~ pointed to this Service, and accomplifhed for it.
God led him by the right Hand to the Battle :
for him, he broke in Pieces the Gates of Brafs,
and cut in funder the Bars of Iron : And in that
very Night in which Belfbazzer was drinking with
his Nobles in the holy Veflels of the Temple, and
the Hand-writing came out upon the Wall ; in
that very Night, Cyrusin a furprizing Manner en-
tered Babylon ; flew the impious Prince with his
Nobles ; and fulfilled the divine Predi€tions and
Decrees. As to the Method he made ufe of to
penetrate into the City, by draining the deep
Channel of Eupbrates, a Stratagem without a Pa-
rallel in Hiftory, #his, was put into his Heart by
Him, who bad anointed bis Servant with Wifdom,
_as well as girded him with Pawer : for this Cir-
cumftance i3 particularly mentioned by another
Prophet: * A Drought is upon her Waters, and
they fhall be dried up, |

*,]gx;. l. 38, |

D2 So
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8o that let Men think as they pleafe, of thets
own Influence and Importance, it is God that go-
verns the World ; who circumicribes the Bounds,
and fixes the Dates of Empires and Kingdoms @
Who raifes up one for a Deliverer, and employs
another as a Scourge. The Hearts of Princes and
Generals, of Statefimen and Politicians, are i big
Hand, and be turneth them, as the Rivers of Wa-
ter are turned. He can ftrike Terror into the
braveft Heart, and fcatter Confufion among the
moft regular Army. So that when He pledfes,
the Race is not to the fwift, nor the Battle to the

frrong 4 but one, fball chafe a thoufand, and twé
put ten thoufand to Flight.

God then is to be acknowledged in all cur Ways
Him we are to praife for all public Deliverances ;
and ypon Him we arc to depend, for public
Tranquility. * For when He giveth Quietnefs,
who then can make Trouble ? . And when He
hideth his Face, who then can behold Him ¢
Whether it be done agamﬂt a Nation, or againft a
Man oply. * -

Foun'rnw, We cannot but obferve from our
Text, the Regard God is pleafed to manifeft, even
for PaganNations ; and that He fometimes makes
ufe of fuch, to punifh the Crimes of thofe, who
profefs his Name, and arg vifibly related to Him.

Syria
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Syria, with the reft’ of the Gentile World, was
corrupted with Superftitiont and Idolatry ; and tow
much loft o the Knowledge of the true God, the
Malet of Heaven and of Earth, But forgetful a4
this Péoplé were of Him, God was not wlhiolly
unthindful of them : - He raifed up his Servant
Nasman for their Proteftion and Deliverance ;
giving them Succefs by him, even againft the
People of Ifraél. And, as fome of the ancient
* Jews fay, he was thé Man, whofe Arrow, under
the particular Dire@tion of Providence, entered
botwesn tbe Foinis of the Harnefs of Abab, and
carried the juft Vengeance of Hcavcn, to that im-
prous Prince. '

The God whom we worfhip, having made of
one Blood all Nations to dwell upon the Face of the
Earth, looks upon every one as Part of his
Chargg, for whofe Welfare he is pleafed to con-
~ cern himfelf. Being all his Offspring, non€ are
excluded from- the Care and Bounty of his pater-
nal Providence. His tender Mercies are over
them all, even fuch, as do not emgwire after God
their Maker 5 do not confider, what Hand fup-
plies their Wants, ‘nor by whofe Goodnefs they
are maintained. Among thefe, He has not kft
Himfelf withous Witnefs, in that be gives shem

Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seafons, fill xg‘
 their Hearts with Food and Gladnefs.

Not




( 30)

: Not, that all, who have nota divineRevelation,
are therefore wholly deftitute of every Thing plea-
fing and acceptable to God. The fingle Inftance
of Naaman, is enough. to convince us of the con-
trary. And the Apoftle fuppofes, that tbe Gen-.
tiles who bave not the Law, may do by Nature,
many Things contained in the Law : being a Law
2o themfelves, and baving the Works of it, in fome
Meafure written upon their Hearts, - They want
indeed thofe peculiar Talents - and Advantageq
with whi. are fo happy as to be entrufted ;
and thereforc wod requires and accepts the lefs
from them. According to that everlafting Rule

of Equity ; that to whom Men have committed
much, of them they will afk the more,

- The Jews rated themfclves by far too high,
meerly upon Account of their external Relation
to God, and their religious Priviledges. They
treated other People with great Contempt, calling
them the bafe Children of Earth, while they
looked upon themfelves as the Sens and Favorites
of Heaven ; and impatiently expected the Time
when they fhould fubject all Nations to their Do-
minion, and- triumph upon their Ruins. But
God thought fit, often to punith them for their
Sins, which their diftinguifhing Priviledges did
but render the more heinous, by thofe very Gen-

nlcs, whom they fo much defpifed and abhorred.
Se
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So he did by the Afyrians, aécording to the Pres
diction of the Prophet [faiab s * Q Affyridn, the
Rod of mine Anger,-and the Staff -in thrir Hand
is mine Indignation : I will fend bim apeinft an
bypocritical Nation, againft the People of myWrath
awill I give bim a Cbarge, to tdke the Spoil, and
20 take the Prey, and tread them down as the
Mire of the Streets. And thus he did by the
Romans afterwards. The Jews were warned not
to fay, fo confidently, within themfelves, We bave
Abrabam .to our Fatber : ‘They were warned;
that the Time was coming, when their external
Priviledges would be no Security to them : And
2be Ax would be laid to the Root of the Tree.
But when they continued obftinate in- their Sins,
under all therr Advantages for Repentance ; and
had filled up the Meafure of their Iniquities ; God
fent the Roman Army, to execute upon this de-
voted People, Wrath unto the uttermett. |

Of a Truth then we may perceive, that the
moft High is no Refpeiter of Nations, any more
than Perfons 3 and that he trcats Communitics
not according to their religious Priviledges, but
the Manner in which they improve them. They
who abufe peculiar Favors, may expeft peculiar
Marks of divine Refentment ; while fuch as are

* Chap. x. 5, 6, Ver.
faithfal
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faithful over 8 few Things, “are mre virtuom
under lefs Opportpaities, Hhall in no wile loof
2heir Reward.~=«And what & fevere Cenfurs aye
the Virtues of fome Pagans, wpon the Lives of
imsny Chriftians.  If fome of theim, potwithftand: -
ing the Difadvagtages they laboured wunder, were
yet great Examples of Juftice end lategrity, o
brave and a public Spirit ; while We on the con-
frary, with ali the fuperior Light and Encourags-
ments of the Gofpel, are oppreflive and rapaouss
poflefled of & narrow felfith Difpolition, that pre-
vents us from enconntering any Difficalties or
Dangers for the public Good, ‘and:difpofes us
purfue our private Intereft to the Fuse of she
Community ; can'we avoid blufhing' upon fuch a
Comparifon of ourfclves! Can we avoid ferioufly
refle@ing upon the Words of our Savior, & Jbal!
de mere solerable for Tyre and Sidon sn the Day of
Fudgment than for you ! | '

"AcAIN, The Story of Naamds prefents: us
with a lively Piture of the ImperfeQtion of the
prefent State, and the Vanity of human Greatnefs.
In the Heigth of his Profperity he was arrefted
with a diftrefling Malady, for which, neither his
Prince, to whom he was fo juftly dear, nor the
whole Country he had fo well defended, could
afford him any Cure. Under this Infelicity, the

Leader of the Hoft of Syria, the valorous, the
fuccefs-
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fuccefsful, the adrired Naamax; might envy the
Cendition of the meaneft Slave.

Such is the Inconftancy of Humat Affairs! So
ﬂattcrmg and deceitful a profperous State. Men
are apt to admire it at a Diftance; not conﬁdcnng .
the Troubles and Difafters to which it is liablc 3
but when they have climbed to this enviedHeigth,
expeting nothing but 2 bright Sun and a ferene Sky,
the Cloud which before appeared no bigger than
@ Man’s Hand, fuddenly enlarges, and there is the
Sound of Abundance of Rain. Wheh with great
Care and Labor, we are at length poffeffed of
what are generally efteemed the beft Aecommo-
dations to Happinefs, fome unexpeéted Accident
dafhes all our Hopes, and fome diftafteful Drop,
embitters all our Cup.

~ Man in his prefent State is a ftrange Mixtute of
Weaknefs and Strength, of Meannefs and Digni-
ty : Health is nearly allied to Sicknefs, and Life;
in the moft perfect Enjoyment of it, has but a thin
Partition from Death. They who have the Lives
of Millions at their arbitrary Difpofal, cannot in
the appointed Hour, fecure their own: And they,
who upon Account of their Authority are called
Gods, and reprefent in fome meafure the Majefty
of Heaven, may yet fay to Corruption, Thou art
my Father, and to the Worn, Thou art my Mother

E and
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and my Sifter. It isFolly therefore very highly to
value any fuch external Diftinctions in ourfelves,
and more fo, to depend upon them in others.
It is Folly to confide for Protetion and Happi-
nefs, in thofe who cannot defend themfaves: To
put our chief Traff even in Princes, who are but

“the Sous of Men 5 whofe Breath gocth forth, and
they return to their Dist.

An affe@ing Inftance of this Inftability of hu-
man Greatnefs, our gracious Sovereign, and the
whole Britifh Nation, with its Dependencies, are
now mourning. We have indeed, befides lamen-
ting Him in {ecret, been paying our open and
folemn Refpeéts, to the Memory of our late dear
and Hluftricus Prince ; and the dark Difpenfa-
ticn of divine Providence, in his #ntimely Remo-
val from us, has been repeatedly taken Notice of
from the Defk. Yet upon this returning public
Qccafion, I cannot forbear to fay ;—that we have
oft a Prince, who by a fhining Iixamuvic of Self-
government, too feldlom found in fuch exalted
“ Stations, gave the {ureft Pledge of a prudent and
ftecady Adminiftration, whenever he fhe d have
afcended that Throne, to which He was entitled
by Birth,and for which we hoped He had been de-
figncd by Providence : — A Prince, of fuch un-
common Humanity and Sweetnefs of Temper,

that had He not been {5 carcfully educated in the
| Principles
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Principles of Liberty ; had He not known Him-
felf for fo many Years the Heart of a Subjeét ;
had He not icarned from {o great, and to Him
peculiarly engaging Example, how ruch it is the
Glory of a Monarch to ruic a free and a happy
People ; yet his Goodnefs alone, would have rea- |
dered Him as much concerncd for the Rights of
the Subject, as his own Pierogative ; and effec.
tually fecured us from the terrible Conf=quences of
arbitrary Power :—A. Piince, in whom this 1mi-

able Quality was {o confpicuous, and fo remarka-
bly influenced =il his, domeftic as wel as public
Condu&, that we have good Reafon to think, he
valued his Greatnefs only as it enlarged the Sphere
of his Ufefulaefs ; and {enfible of the important
Duties connected with the Dignity to waich He
was born, eftecemed it @ painful Prebemineice,
which yet, for the Sake of others, Hz was not
only willing but glad to fuftain :—A Priice, whofe
Goodnefs extended from fo high a Station, to the
meaneit 'Perfon, and the moft remote Subjeéts of
theBriti/h Crown ; and from whom, ve in parti-
cular promifed ourfelves much Happinefs, as He
was not infenfible, how clofely the Intereft of
thefe Northern Colonies and the Britifh Nation
are conjoined, and was known to have exprefled
a particular Concern for us. — We have loft a
Prince, who ferved the Caufe of Religion and Vir-

tue as far as his own great Example would go,
L 2 WI‘.iC h
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which was certainly very far in fuch degenerate
Times ; whofeBounties were employed in a Prince.
ly Manner to the fame noble End ; and who, had
Providence feen fit, ever to have enlarged his In-
fluence, would doubtlefs have ferved it in the fame
Proportion : =— A Prince, who as his own Flears
was tender, like that of good King Foffab, and
He knew the Force of Confrience in his own
Breaft, exprefled a particular Regard for the
Rights of this Principle in others, and was de-
firous to remcve as far as might be, the Burdens
and Reftraints, that have at any Time been laid
upon it.—Such a Stock of public Happinefs, loft
to the World, and loft to Ourfelves 1n particular
who had fo much Intereft in it, muit very fen-
fibly affect us, and render it impofiible, that the
univerfal Sorrow appearing among us, fhould be
either a diffembled, or a fhort-lived Paffion.

There is nothing perhaps in the Difpenfations
of divine Providence, more dark and perplexing
than fuch an Event. Does God gevern the
World ? Is the Peftilence which walketh in Dark-
nefs conduted by Him ? Is He peculiarly con-
cerned for the Welfare of Communities ? And
fhall a Prince of fuch Hopes, not only die like
other Men, but be foibidden to fill up the fhort
Span of human Life ? Forbidden to enter upon
the Stage of AQion? Shall fuch a Bleffing Ong
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be placed awhile in the View of the World, and
then foreve removed fromit; when the Tyrants
and Opprdors of the Earth, live, become olds
and are mipty in Power ! < How unfearchable
are thy Judgvents, O Lord, and thy Ways paft
finding out. Thy Way is in the Sea, thy Path is
in the great Weers, and thy Footfteps are not
known.”  Yetwe are affured of this comfortable
Truth, that Goadoth ¢ not pervert Judgment,
neither doth the Amighty pervert Juftice. *
Leaving tlen the Government of the World, the
Fate of Enpires anc Kingdoins, and the Caufe of
Truth ant Righteoafnefs in his Hands, who
knows hov to bring Order from Confufion, Light
from Daknefs, and Good from Evil ; our humble
and fubniffive Language muft be, “ Even fo
Father, or fo it feemeth Good in thy Sight. —
May Go. fupport and long preferve our Sovereign,
and grar that in his illuftrious Houfe, there may
be a Suceffion of Princes,to fill the Britifh Tkrone,
and pationize the Caufe of Liberty and pure Re-
ligion, jo iong as the Sun and Meon fball endure,

But to return—

The Paffage we are upon affords us feveral
other Obfervations, which the Bounds of a fingle
Difcourfe will =ot allow me to confider. Yet,
from cic Defire of Naaman to attend his Mafter
to theHoufe of Rimmon, and bow with him there,

1

-—
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I cannot but take Occafion juft to oberve ; thae
Men of great Fortitude and Integrity have their
weak Side, fome unguarded Avenuesd, theMind,
that endanger their Virtue : — that:he Fear of
Man which bringeth a Snare, diforers itfelf in
different Ways, and oftentimes ifliences thofe
who would be thought, and perhas imagine them-
felves, the moft free from it ; tat the Soldier in
particular, who above all difdais the Imputation
of Cowardice, is frequently chrgeable with it
fince He who refolutely madatains us Honor
in the Field, is often feen neanly tc refign his
Virtue out of it: And he, waom nothng can in-
fluence to a Behavior unbecoming ks military
Character, does yet many times from arafe Com-
pliance with the Humor of others, anc a {lavifh
Regard to Cuftom, conduét in a Mnner un-
worthy his Charalter as a Man, and a (hrittian ;
being afraid with all his Courage to at 1p to the
Dictates of his Reafon : But I muft »afs over
thefc Things, and draw to a Clofe :—

~ —Yet not without addrefling myfelf to you
Gentlemen of the ARTILLERY, at whofe Invitation
we are now aflembled in the Houfe of Worfhip.

~ Your ancient Company juftly bears the Title
of Honorable, inalmuch as you profels to devote

yourfelves to the Service of your Gountrys and
. to
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‘to be induftrious in acquiring thofe military Ac-
complithments, by which, without any View of
raifing your private Fortunes in this Way, you

may be qualified to act, as Guardians of the
Community to which you belong.

Such an Inftitution is truly noble, and a ftand-
ing Proof of the Heroic Ardor, and public Spirit,
which warmed the Breafts of our Anceftors, the
firft Settlers of this Country. You will therefore
think yourfelves obliged to obferve the original
Defign of your Inftitution ; and culavate that ge-
nerous Fortitude you profefs.

In this Chriftianity gives you the beft Directions,
‘and to this it propounds the moft powerful Mo-
tives. Sincerely believe the Gofpel of Jesus
Curist, and let its divine Principles have their
genuine Influence upon you ;- your Hearts will
then dilate with Love to your Country : Your
private Intereft will become infeparable from that
of the public : You will at up to the Rules of
true Honor : Your Courage will be bounded by
Juftice, tempered with Kindnefs and Compaffion ;
and guided by a Senfe of Duty : In a Word, you
will be infpired with an invincible Bravery of Spi-
rit, fufficient to fupport vou under fuch Circum-
ftances of Danger and Diftrefs, as the Heroim of
the greateft Pagans have failed them in.
~ The Britifp Nation and its Depéndencies, are

now indeed, thro’ the Favor of Heaven, enjoying
the
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the Bleflings of Peace: A Peace which the Arms
of New;England had no fmall Tnfluence in refto~
ring to our Mother Country, and its Allies. But
as Jargely as we contributed to purcliafe this Peace,
it is not improbable, that we fhall feel as early and
feverely as any, the Confequences of a new War.

You will therefore endeavor; not only to be in-
ftructed with the exafeft Skill and the braveft
Courage yourfelves, but be induftrious to dif-
fufe thefe through all Parts of our Land : That
fo if we fhould be called by Providence, to beat
our Plow-fhares into Swords, and our Pruning-
hooks into Spears, there m2y net be wanting thofe
among us; who fhall maintain the military Repu-
tation which we bear, and greatly merit of their
Country, for being the Bulwarks of it.

To conclude, May we all a&t up to our Cha-
ralter as Chriftians : May the Principles of the
Gofpel, accompanied with the Energy of God’s
good Spirit, influence and form our Temper and
Conduét : May they infpire us with that true For-
titude, which fhall make us intrepid in the Path of
Duty, and enable us to vanquifh our fpiritval
Enemies ; with that Benevolence and public Spirit,
which fhall lead us to ferve God, by ferving our
Generat’on, in the various Stations affigned us by
Providence. In this Way, the loweft and the
meaneft in the prefent State, may expect to ap-
pear with diftinguithed Advantage upon the Stage

of Immortality.
r i N 1IJ




