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At a Council held at the Counci
Chamber in Boflon, on Thur[day

the 29th of May, 1740,

(ORdered, 7Thar lacob Wendell and
Richard Bill, Efgrs; give the 1hanks
of this Board to the Rev. Mr. William
Cooper, for his Sermon preached Iefler-
day before the General Affembly ; and that
they defire a Copy thereof for the Prefs.

Atteft. Simon Froft, Dep. Secr.




PSALM Il. x xi xii.

Be wife now therefore, O ye Kings : be infiruéted
ye Fudges of the Earth.

Serve the LOXD with Fear, and rejoice with
Trembling.

Kifs the SoN leff He be angry, and ye perifb
from the Way, when bis Wrath is kindled
but a little : Blefled are all they that put
their Truf in Him.

} HIS anniverfary Day which is
now return’d upon us, may very
well be call’'d A4 Day wkich thepg), 118,
Lord bath made ; inafmuch asz4.
He has given us the happy Oc-
cafion of it, by putting our Fa-
thers, and continuing us in the
Pofleffion: of thefe invaluzble Privileges, the Exer-

cife whereof is the proper Bufinefs of the Day:
‘ And
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And if we, and our People, do not rejoyce and
fhew our felves glad in it, with a religiovsas wel]
as civil Joy, our Stupidity and Ingratitude will be
an Evidence, how unworthy we are of theFavours
of Heaven wherewith we are diftinguifh'd.

WE again fee the Princes, the Legifiators of the
People, even the People of the God of Abraham,
gathered togetber ; not only in the State-Houfe to
difpatch the publick Bufinefs, but in the Lers’s-
Houfe to pay Him their publick Homage, and to
learn their Duty to Him by inquiring in bis Temple :
Pial. 47,9 And fince the Shields of the Earth do belong unto
God, it is fit He fhould in this Way be exalted by

them.

OuRr prefent Rulers defire this publick Day may
continae to wear the Garb of Relizion, not only
out of Cuffem, and in Conformity to the Pradtice of
theirAnceflors ; but, we truft, from aSenfe of Duty
and hecaufe they inherit a good Meafure of the
fame Spirit of Piety and Devotion, which was the
diftinguithing Glory of the Fathers of our Country.

I know your Excellency, and the honourable
Cesnfellers, who have order’d me into the facred
Desk on this great Occafion, don’t expect from me,
either an Addrefs of Compliment, or a Le¢ture in
Politicks ; both of which are as diftant from my
Genius, as they would be difagreable to my Cha-
rafter. That which you have called me to is, as
a Gofpel Minifter, to dire@ you from the Word of
God, and remember you of your Duty as Chriftian
Magiftrates ; which I fhall accordingly endeavour,
by divine Help, with all Fidelity, and a proper

Deferercs
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Deference : And I don’t know how I can better
do this, than from the folemn Pafiage I have juft

read.

IF then you are come together to bear what
God the Lord has to fay unto you, the Meflage bro’t
you in his Name, by the unworthieft of his Mi-
nifters, is this, Serve the LORD with Fear, end
rejcyce with Trembling. Kifs the SON I He be
angry, &J¢.

THE Plalm of which our Text is the Clofe, is
a prophetick Difcourfe of the Kingdom of the
Meffiab. It foretells the Oppofition which would
be given to that Kingdom, when it fthould be
fet up in the World. Tho' the Laws of this
Kingdom, and the Adminifiration of it, are
every way fuited to make the Subjects thereof
eafy and happy ; and the Nature of it is
fuch, that if it did univerfally obtain, it would
make the Kingdoms of this World refemble the
Kingdom of Heaven ; for it confiffs in Righteou/- Rom.14.7
nefs, and Peace,and Fcy in tke Holy Gheft ; yet fuch
are the Prejudices of Men, that they not only
refufe to become the Subje@s of this Kingdom
themfelves, but do their utmoft to prevent ics
Eftablithment and Spread in the World. And
this Oppofition is general, made by all forts of Per-
fons ; not only the common Rout, from whom lit-
tle better is to be expected, but the Kings and Ru-
lers are engag’d in it; as if they tho’t the Reign of
Chrift would eclipfe their Glory, and diminifh
their Authority. Thefe back their Strength and
Power with Policy and Counfel.  The Kings of the
Earth fet themfelves, and the Rulers take Counfelver. 2, 3.
together
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together, againf} the Lord, and againft bis Anvinted,
faying, Let us break their Band; afunder, and cajg
away their Cerds frem us.

Byt for the Comfort of all thofe who have
heartily e/pous’d the Interefts of Chrift, and are
the faithful Subje&s of his Kingdom, the Vanity
and Unfuccefsfuinefls of this Oppofition follow.
TheirAttempts will certainly be defeated,and their
Counfels baffled, however confident they may be
of carrying their Point. The moft High controls
their Rage, and derides their Folly. #by do the
Heatbﬂzz rage, andthe People imagine @ vainThing ?
¥ He that fitteth in the Heaven: fhall laugh, theLord
Jeall bave them in Derifisn. For the Thing they
attempt is not only unlikely, but impoffible. The
Kingdom of Chrift is better eftablifh’d than any
of the Monarchies of the World. It is founded
upon an irrevocable Decree of God the Father,
from which he cannot recede in Point of Henour.
This eternal Purpofe and Refolve, which lay hid
in the divine Counfels from the Days of Eternity,
1s publith’d with Solemnity : 22t bave I /et my King
uponmy bely Hill of Zion. 1will declare the Decree ;
the Lord hath faid unto me, Thou art my Som, this
Day bave [ begotten thee. Ask of me,ant I fhall give
thee the Heatken for thineInberitance,and the utmoft
Partsof the Earth for thy Poffffion. Nay ; The
Oppofition will iffue not only in a vexatious and
fhameful Difappointment, but in the dreadful, ut-
ter and irrecoverable Ruin of a!l that are in the
curfed Confederacy. The Henours of this divine
King will be fufficiently vindicated ; and they whe
would not fubmit to his gracious Sceptre, fhall be
broken with his iren Rod. Thou fhait break themn
with
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with aR:d of Iron,thou fhualt dafl them im Picces irke
a Pateers Feffel 5 (o fudlenty, cafily, and irrepa-
rably.

Now our Text iz the Application of all this, by
way of Counfel and Admonition, to Periuns of the
higheft Rank and Order inthe World, as more
eipecially concerned in it. And here we may
abferve, 1, The Perfons to whom the Couniel 13
addre’d. 2, The Counfel that is given them.
And 3, The Arguments and Motives with which
it iz enforc’d. Thefe three Divifion: ot the Text
may be the generalHexds of our Difcourie : And,
it I miftake not, they will furnifh us with Matter
proper for this Occafion ; and naturally fugseft to
us fach weighty Things, as wiil concern everyPer-
10n of whatever Degree cr Station, in this large
Aflembly.,

I. Tur firlt Thing then that falls under our
Obfervation is, 7he Perfens to whom the Counfl in
our Text is addrefsd: And thele are the Kings
and Fudges of the Earth. That is, Sovereign
Princes and their Under-Officers; ali Magiftrates,
both the fupream and the fubordinate ; thofe that
have the legiflative, and thofe that have the ex-
ecutive Power, in the Governmentof any People,

THE Offce cf the Magiffracy is Lere fuppgs'd at
lealt ; the Zuffitution of Gevernmment conceded to
if not afferted: For fome Perfonsare here addrety’d
as velled with Authority and Rule.

NoTtiixe in the World is plainer than thiy
That it 1sthe Mind and Will of Gad that there
B fhould



A2 ELECTION SERMON.

thould be Magiftracy in the World ; that Men
fhould be govern’d by Laws and Polity, and
kept in Order by this Means.

SURELY no one can doubt whether the Foun-
dation of civilGovernment is Jaid in divine Inftitu-
tion, who but reads, without a Comment, fuch
Texts as thefe. Prov. 8. 15. By me Kings reign,
and Princes decre. Fufice: By me Princes rule,
@3d Nibles, even all the Fudges of the Earth. Rom.
13. 1, 2. Let every Sculbe fubje® unto the higher
Pswers, For there is no Power bat ¢f (Ged . The
Powers that be are ordained of God. Whofoever
therefore refifieth, refifieth the Ordinance of God.
1 Pet. 2. 13, 14. Submit your felve;s te every Or-
dinence of Man for the Lord’s [ake. ¥ bether it be
to the King as fupream, or to Governors as fent by
bim ; for the Punifbment of Evil Doers, and for the
Praife of them that do well. For fois the IVill of

God -----

AXND this is the Di@ate of Reafon, as well as the
Veice of Scripture. The very Light of Nature
aives a fufficient Indication of the Mind of God in
this Matter : For all Nations, how tarbarous fo-
ever, have united in fome Kind of Government
or other, for their common Peace andSafety ; nor
can any Number of Men centinue any Time,with-
ot (omething of Law and Rule; which fhews
tha: Government is from (G¢d as the Auther of

Nature,

IT is as truly as commonly faid, Nothing is more
iwrqual than Equality. Neither the Beauty nor
benetit of the World will allowit, The Notion

of
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of Levelifm has as little Foundation in Nature as

in Scripture. If we look up to the Heavens, there 1 Cor.13
is one Glory of the Sun, aad another Glory of the %'
Moon, asd ancther Glory of the Stars ; neither are
thefe of the fame Magnitude and Luftre, but cre
Star differeth from anotber Star inGlory. And if

we look round the Earth, we fee it is not caft
into a Level ; it has Mountains and Plains, Hills
andVallies. Even fo in the political Worid, there

are the Diftin&ions of Superiours and Inferiours,
Rulers and Ruled, publick and private Orders of
Men : Some fit on the Throne of Majefty, fome

at the Council Table, and fome on the Bench of
Juftice ; and fome hold fubordinatePlaces of Po3y.

er ; while others ferve their Generation orly in a
private Capacity.

AMONG the native Spirits of Heaven, the holy
Angels, who have their abode in the Realms of
Light and Purity above, where thereare no Lufis
to be reftrain’d, it is fuppos’d there are not only
different Degrees of Excellence, but different Offi-
ces and Employments. It has been tho't a fuffici-
ent Foundation for this Conjecture, that we read of
T hrones, Dominions, Principalities and Powers, in Col. 1. 16.
the heavenly Places. And if Man bad retain’d
his primitive Holinefs, and his Nature not been
ftain’d with Sin as now it is, there would doubt-
Je’s have been Government in this lower World,
and within the Circle of Paradife it felf ; not ¢o-
ercive or punitive, for there could then beno*’
Occafion for that ; but dire@ive,and confervative **
of Superiority and Inferiority, fuch as will be in
the heavenly State after our Saviour fhall have
delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father.

B2 Bvw®
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BuT how neceffary is Government, even ia the
feverer Reltraints ot it, for Man in his prefent
fallen and corrupt State > To how much greater
a Height wou'd Wickedneis rife, if there were
none to bea Terror to cvil Deers? 1f all Men
were left to their unrefirain’d Liberty, what an
uncomfortable and dangerous Place would this
World te? What vexatious and uneafy Compa-
nioas wou'd Men be to cne another? And how
wou'd thi:Earth refemble the Hell of the Damned ?
They that now enjoy the Pleafures and Advanta-
ges of Society, weu'd be ready to with they could
Gweil folitary in the Wilderners. And gcodMen
more elpeciaily wou’d haveRezfon to utterDazid’s
Complaint, with aheavy Accent, 6 is me, that 1

fejsern in Melech, that Idu-il in the Tents cf Ke-

dar ! Among a Pecple rude and barbarous, hae-
fuland hating ; govern’d not by Reafon and Re-
ligion, but only by Will and Luft.

THEREFORE God’s good Will to Men, ang
Concern for their Happinefy, 2ppears rext to the
Gofpel and the Minifiry of it, in the Infituticn
of Magifiracy ; his appointing that Men, in their
prefent State, thou’d be govern’d by Men. If the
World wa- to be conftantly zovern’d by Ged in
a more /mncdiate way, bya \Voice frem Heaven,
and fuch awful Appearances of the divineMajelty
as thofe on Mouut Sine/, when he delivered his
l.aw to his People I/rae/; as this would not fo well
acree with thar Utate of rclation the Werid i3
now in, in which Nicn are to walk Py Faith and

Corv.sm.met by Sight, fo it would not fuit the prefcut

Frailty of our INature,

THE
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Tue People of Jjrael found this tyZxperience,
in the Day when God promulg’d his iaw tothem,
in a way fuited to his own Majefty and Greatr.xe(s.
They could not bear it. They were {truck into
fuch Amazement and Terror, as to make it their
humble Requeft that he would pleafe togointoa
Method of Government more futed to Spirits in
Fleth ; and that they might no more hear theVoice Eyog. 20.
of the Lerd, leuft tkey fhou'd die: AndGod granted 19.
their Regueft, and in Condefention to theirW eak-
nels and Infirmity, when the Government over
Ifrael wasa Theocracy, he ufed the Miniftry of
Men in the Management of it. Truly, the ac-
curate Wifdom and compaflionate Goodnefs of
God are feen, in governing as well as teaching
us by Men like our felves.

THIs does not indeed leflen the Obligations to
Obedience ; for be that defpifeth, de[pifeth no:
Man but God: Butitisa very good Reaton why
we fhou'd make favourable Allowances fur the
Defeéts andFailings of Rulers. They are Zut Men;
of the fame Make and Conftitution withOthers, of
like Paffions and Apoetites, under all the Weak-
nefles and Corruptions of human Nature fince the
Fall, and befet with the like and with fome pecu-
liarTempations. We fhould not therefore place
an undue Confidence in them, nor expe& too
much from them. To be fure, a perfe&t Condu&
and Adminiftraticn we muft not look for. And
their Miftakes and Mifmanagement, whether in
private or publickLife, thou’d not be too feverely
cenfur'd. To pray more for Rulers, and talk lefs

againt them, wou'd many Times be a betterWay
to get fome Things amended,

[
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I don’t mean that out of Reverence to Autho-
rity, we fhouw'd refign common Underftanding,
and the publick Intereft, to Menin Power: Nor
wou'd I be tho't to deny the Right which every
private Man, as he is a Member of the Body,and
his Intereft is involv'd in that of the Publick, has
to judge of the Conduct of publick Affairs. No ,
1 am too deep in the Principles of Liberty, to mean
any thing like this. But this I fay, the Cenfure
of Rulers thould be in matters of which we are
able in fome good Mealure to form a Judgment,
upon Things apparent, and where Falls may be
compar’d together; and alwaysmanag’'d with De-
cency, and temper’d with Charity.— Nor fhou’d
we prefently vote thofe to be ill Men, Enemies of
their Coantry, regardle(s of its Interefts, or defign-
inz its Ruin, who don’t judge with the Populace,
or go into the Meafures which others think beft.
For Perions equal in Integrity and Love to their
Country, may judge very differently about the
publick Interefts.

WHAT we have fpoken of the divine Inftituti-
on of Government, you all underftand to be meant
of Government it felf, and not of any particular
Form or Model of it : For one is no more appoint-
ed by God than another; but every People are
Jeft to judge for themfelves, to frame fuch a Con-

ftitution as may beft anfwer the Ends of Govern-
ment for them, and to alter and change #has tao

at Difcretion, and by common Confent.

THE Kingly Goverament 18 mentioned in our
Text ; bat is not to be underfiood exclufive of o-
ther Forms. And all Perfons are for Confcience

fake to yield Obedience to the Laws and Magif-
tratss
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trates under which they live, and from which they
receive the Benefit of Protection; whether in
Kingdoms or Common Wealths ; and whether
the Government does or does not defcend by he-

reditary Right.

The fame Model of Goverriment would not
fuit every Peopie ; their Genius, Scitvation, and
other Circumftances are fogoarious. It is therefore
an Inftance of theKindnefs of God that he has not
prefcrib’d one for all Nations. And by the various
Forms of civilGovernment,which there are among
the Nations of the Earth, the Wifdom of God in
the Government of the World in general, is ren-
dred the more illuftrious and admirable.

OF the various Forms of civil Government
which are in the World, fome are undoubtedly
much better than others, and it is a greater Happi-
nefs to live under one than another of them.
TheConfideration of this thou’d make us thankful
for ourPrivilege as ENGLISH-MEN ; which is to
live under the happieft Conftitution in theW orld,
if compar'd inits proper Lineaments with ether
Governments. For as was juftly obferv'd by a
Doble Patriot of the laft Age t ¢ This Govern-
:‘ ment has asit were extratted the Good of all
¢ other Conftitutions, having avoided the two
“ Extreams of Tyrannyand an unboundedLiberty;
:: no Government unde. the Sun being {o exact
. LPiece of Symetry, having fo nicely poisd the
) Prerogative and Property that they are mutu-

ally affiftant of each other. |

N

1+ Lord Delamere,

AND
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AND if we confider our felves as NEW-ENGL1SH
MEN, our Obligation to Thankfulnefs rifes ftill
higher : For we enjoy not only the Immunitiesand
Liberties of natural Subjets born in the Realm
of Engiand, but have fome additional ones granted
and affirmed to us by a Royal Churter, which is as
a Hedge about our deareft and meft valuable In-
terefts: So that none can with more Juftnefs, and
greaterPropriety than dur felves, ufe thofe thank-
ful Words of the Plalmift, TheLines are falien to
us in pleafant Places, yea we kave a goodlyHeritage.
May there never be among the Sons of New-Eng-
land, any fuch profane Perfon as Efau, who defpifed
and fold bis Birth-right !

WE have been faying, Gop has in Kindnefs
to Men appointed that they thou’d be govern’d by
Men ; yet, He has been 200 good and kind to leave
them to be govern'd by Men according to their ar-
brizrary Will end Pleafure. The End of Govern-
ment is the publick Peace and Safety; when
therefore this is neglected, and the Ordinance of
Government only made an Engine of Tyranny
and Oppreffion ; when the Conftitution is fubver-
ted, the Lilerties and Properties of the Feople
invaded, their Religion and Laws made a Sacrifice
to the Superflition, Ambition, or Covetoufnefs of
the Prince thatis over them; when this is really
the Cafr. as it has been in owr own Nation, doubt-
lefs the Remedy is lef: in their own Hands, and
every Man is under higher and earlier Engage-
ments to the Community in peneral, than he is to
the fupream Magiftrate,

He
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He that has freed his People from their [piritua;
Taik-mafiers, has not left them under the Power of
earthly Tyrants. 'The Rules of Obedience laid
down in the Gofpel otlige none to fubmit to un-
lawful Impofitions. It ismention’d to theReproach
of Iffackar, that the Men of that Tribe wanted
the true Spirit of Liberty ; Iffachar isa firong Afs,
couching down between two Burdens : He bowed
bis Shoulder to bear, and became a Servast unty
Tribute.

AxD tho’ GoD has not prefcrib’d any one Form
of Government in Scripture, yet he has therein
given general Rules to be obferv’d by all that are
in Government. The civil Magiftrate’s Com-
miflion is thus iimited by the great Monarch of

¥

Gert. 4G
14, 'g?‘

the World, He that ruletb over Men muff bel Sam.z3

juft, ruling in the Fear of God.

AND that they may'nt be unmindful of the
Duties of their Station,” he has appointed a@nother
Order of Men to be their faithful and humble
Monitors ; T mean, the Miniffers of Religion.
For Miniftersare as truly the Magiftrates Zeacbhers,
as Magiftrates are theirGovernours: Andas we muft

3

put our People in Mind to be fubje? to Principa- Tit. 2. 1.

lities and Powers, to obey Magifirates ; fo we muft
put Magiftrates in Mind to be fubject to the Lord
FefusChriff, and ufe their Power in a Sulferviency
to the Interefts of His Kingdom.

THIs leads us to the fecond Thing to be con-
fiderd in the Words, which is,

C IT. THE
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II. THE folemn Counfe/ here given to earthly
Rulers of all Degrees : Serve the LORD; Kifs the

SON.

THE fame Perfonis here meant by the Lord,
and the Sos; namely, the Lord Fefus Chrif,God-
man, Mediator.

THE Duty requir'd is exprefd twoWays. They
wnuft fere him, as thofe that are in Subjection fo
him, in all the Inftances of Devotion and Obedi-
ence. They are to kifs him ; with a Kifs of
Adoration and Worfhip : They that worfhip'd
ldo's kif'd them ; for we read of the People,

‘their kiffing of Baal, and kiffing the Calves--
. With a Kifs of Allegiance and Loyaity : So when

Samuel ancinted Saul, he kified bim, and faid, It 1S
becaufe the Lord bath anvinted thee to be Captain
over his Inberitance.  And with a Kifsof Affetion
and Love : So ’tis 3 common Cuftom in theWerld
fo- Friends to falute ene another : And the Ufage
in fome Courts, isto kifs the Hand of the Prince,
in taken of Subje@ion to his Government, and
AffeCtion to his Perfon.

I take the Words to be comprehenfive of the
Duty of Rulers in their double Capacity ; the
private and the publick ; as Chriftians and as Ma-
giltrates,

1. RULERS are,as Men and asChriffians, oblig’d
to the general Service of Chrift, i common with
others. And the Service of Chrift includes in it
real imward Religion, and pradt.cal Godlinefs in all
the Parts ol it,

HERE
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HeRE many Particulars offer themfelves to our
Tho'ts, which are in themfelves worthy of En.
largement : But I muft content my felf witha
few comprehenfive Hints, in opening to you the
Charater of a Servant of Chrift in his fingle O
private Capacity.

A Servant of Chrift is one who has parted with
his 0/d Miapers ; fallen off from his Allegiance to,
and renounc’d the Service of thofe other Lorasli 2073
which bave had Dominion over bim ; Satan and

the World,

HE has a&ually fubmitted to the Government Pl 14
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, taken bis Yoke upon bim, {;6,1 J
and fworn Allegiance te him.

AND now,

HE obeys all bis Laws, and makes bis Wil the
Rule of all his Ations ; how contrary foever to his
own Will or Humour, Eafe or Intereft. He fits
at the Feet of his divine Mafter, and makes that
Inquiry, with a fincere Refolution to obey, Lord,
what wilt thou bave me to do? Or, Good Mafger, Iﬁfii 26 )
what fbali I do to inberit eternal Life ¢ |

He therefore attends upon all bis Infitutions,
thofe Ordinances whick Chrift has appointed to
Thew his Authority over, and Care for his Church-
He religioufly obferves the Scbbarhs of the Lord,
conftantly frequents the folemn A[femby, reverently
hears his Wy, g preack’d by his Minifters, and de-
\Coutly attends upon the Adminiftration of the boly
sacraments, He will neglect nome of thefe, left he’

Ca fhoula
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thould feem to fhew Contempt to him that has
appointed them, or want the Badge and Livery of
his great Lord and Miafter.

IMOREOVER,

He follows his divine Mafter’s Example, and
defires to copy the Life of the holy Fefus into his
own ; and will fellow n: Man, of what Name or
Figure foever, any farther than he fees him to

sir s, !fcl[ow Cbr{/},

TiE Servant of Chrift does alfo refign to his
Cordu? without Referve, and is determin’d to
fellow the Lamb whither foever be goes, and not to

Yo Y44 turn from following after b:m, whateverOppofition

and Danger may be in theWay.
OxCE more,

A true Seryant of Chrift makes the Glory ¢f
Chrif kis chief and governing Aim ; and, toth
hatitually and actually, dire@s his A&ions, in the
beft Manner he car, towards this great End. It is
his higheft Ambition to pleafe his Mafler in Hea-
ven, and he will make all lower Defigns give
Place to this. He purfues his Honour and Appro-
bation in every Relation wherein he f{tands, in
every Station he fi'ls, and with every Talent com-
mitted to him. And in this he Jebcurs, that

o whetler prefent or alfent, both in this World and

the nex:, he may be accepted ¢f fim ; and then
s @ fmall Thing with kim to le jucged of Mamw
Fudgment,

To
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To this Service of Chrift there are fome 1peci-
al Adjunt?s annexd in our Text, Foy, Fear,and
Truff. Servetbe Lord with Fear, and rejoice with
Trembling : Bleffed are they that truft in bim.

Tug Service of Chrift thould be accompanied
with Rejoycing. Let the Cbildren of Zion be joyful Pfla.149.2.
in their King. ‘They fhould rejoyce that they
have fuch a Mafter to ferve ; and fthew themfelves
cheerful in his Service, as thofe that chufe it, and
are not forc’d intoit; as thofe that likeit, and
would not go free fromit. So the People of Fu_
dab in the Days of 4fz bound themfelves to the
Service of Gop, not only with great Solemnity,
but with great Cheerfulnefs, and all poffible Ex-
preffions of Joy.  They fware unta the Lord with
a loud Vaice, and with Shouting, and with Trumpets, 2Chro- 15-
and with Cornets. And all Judah rejoyced at the 15
Oath : for tbey bad fworn with all their Hearts,
_and fought bim with their whole Defire.

BuT this rejoicing well confilts with Fear and
Trembling, and fhould be always temper’d there-
with. We thou'd ferve the Lord with Fear, and Heb. 12.
rejoice with Trembling, becaufe as he is a gracious 28, 29.
{o he is a jealous GOD, who can’t be deceiv'd and
will sot be mocked ; who regards the Intention as
well as the Action ; who looks into the Heart
and fees thro’ all Difguifes, His Servants there-
fore fhould always maintain a holy Jealoufie left
they come thort of his Approbation and Accept.
ance; and at the fame time that they rejoice in
the Hopes of his Favour, thould tremble in the
Tho'ts of ever falling under his Difpleafure.
And while we thus fubmit to the Lord JefusChrift,

and
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, and ferve him with holy Joyand Fear as’ our Sg-
- gereign, we muft alfo fref in him as our Saviosr;

and renouncing all other Dependance whatfoever,
as fatisfaCtory and meritorious, muft repair to his
Obed:ence and Atonement, as the only Refuge
of guilty Souls, and Ground of a Sinners Accept-
an.e with Gop : We muft fo truft in Chrift as to
bave no Confidence in the Flefh ; and never go
about to effablifb a Righteoufnefs of our own, but

'3 (xbmit our felves to tbe Righbteoufnefs of God ; de-

firing to be found in Him, not baving on our own
Rigbteuufneﬁ which is of the Law, but that which
35 thro’ the Faith of Chriff, the Rigbteoufnefs which
15 of God by Faith.--- This it is to ferve the Lord :
Thisis a brief general Account of perfonal Reli-
gion, and realChriffianity ; which may be fumm’d
up in thefe two Words, Subjecfion to and De-
pendasnie on the Lord Jefus Chrift.

WE may colle& from it, How great a Thing
it is '0 be a Chriffian indeed! And the Realonwe
have to fear that Chrift has but few true and real
Servants, among thofe who wear the chriftian
Name, and take upen them the chriftian Cha-

raiter.

Now, Kings and Fudges are as firiilly bound
to ferve the Lord in all the Inftances of perfonal
Religion, and practical Godlinefs, as any of their
People. Fortheve is the ame Lord over all ; who
ftands in the fame Relations to them that be doeg
to others ; as Creator, Lawgiver and Judge. There
is the [ame infinite Dflance between Him and
them, that the-e is between Him and the loweft
of their Subje@s. They are under the common

Obligations of Chriftians, by their Birth in and
Baptifm
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Baptifm into the chriftian Church, and their Pro-
feffion of the chriftian Religion. They muft be
fav'd, if ever they are fo, upon the fame Terms,
and in the fame Hay, that others are. In Matters
of Religion, in the Concerns of Salvation, they
are without Priviledge or Difpenfation. The
Gofpel makes nc Diftin&ion between them and
others in thefe Things; but the Commands of it
are addre(s'd to 7bem in common with Perfons of
lower Degrees in Life. Pfal. 40. 1, 2. Hear this
allye Pesplz ; pive ear, all ye Inbabitants of the
Worli - Both Loww and Hi-k, Rich amd Pocr to-
getber. Pfal. 148. 11, 12. Kings of the Earth,
and all People ; Princes and all Fudgsof th Earth,
Botb younz Men and Maidens, cld Men and Chjl-
dren ; let them praife the Name of the Lord.

I7 there is any Difference, thefe are more £riftly
bound to obferve the Laws of Chrift than others
becaufe the Eminency of their Station, will make
their Converfation to be the more obferv’d ; and
their Example will be like to have the greater
Influence upon Inferiours. A4 City fet upon a Hilt
cannot be bid ; was our Saviour’s Obfervation : And
he made it for the fake of that Exhortation and
Charge which follows, Let your Light fo fbine Mat. 5.145
before Men, that they may [ee your good Works, ' =
and glorifie your Father which is in Heaven.

2. RULERsare to ferve the Lord Jefus Chrift
in their publick Capacity,and in the Exercife of
their Offive a5 Magifrates. And it is in this

C;Pacity more efpecially that our Text addrefies
them,

AXND
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AXND fo they are to confider themfelves az
Chrift's Miniffers and Stewards, plac’d in their
Stations to ferve him and his Interefts.

THEREFORE,

THEY muft not feek Themfeives,and their cwn
Things, to the Neglet of the Things of Fefus Chrif.
If they are covetous and Self feeking, and aim at
Nothing but gratifying their ownAmbition, raifing
Themfelves and Families, enlarging their Honours
and Eftates, this is not to ferve Chrift, but toferve
themfelves of him ; and to proftitute their hich
Office to low Ends.

Muvucs lefs muft they carry on any crofs De-

[figns, or do any thing in Oppofition to his King-
dom, or that may damage his Interefts. They
muft not therefore perfecute his Saints, filence his
Minifters, hinder the free Exercife of his holy Re.
ligion, or do any Thing that may obftru& the
‘Work of the Gofpel ; as the Rulers of the Fews
did when they imprifon’d theProfeflors of Chrifti-

anity, and forbad the Apoftles to preach in the
Name of Jefus.

THEY muft make no Laws that are repugnant
20, or inconfiffent with the fettled Laws of Chrift’s
Kingdom. For altho’ Gop has given this Power
to all Kingdoms and Nations to make Laws for the
better Support and Government of themfelves
yet he has not given them Leave to repeal any
of his own Laws, nor to ena’ anyThing contrary
to them. It is ufual for a Prince, when he grants

a Charter to a City or Company within his Domi-
. nions

|

%
|

|
|
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nions,& to givePower therein to makeBy-La:ws for
the Management of the Affairs of that Commu-
nity, provided they be no way repugnant to his
own or the common Laws of hisKingdom ; if they
be, they are null from the beginning. And io are
thofe Laws made in any particular Kingdom of
the World, if they be in the left contrary tq
any of the common Lawsof the World, thofe
which the King of Kings hath made for all Man.
kind,both Kings and People to obferve. !nfucha
Cafe, the g=neral Law is, that we muf obey GODA&s .29
rather than Mas.

THE BIBLE therefore, which is the great
Statute Book of Heaven, muft be confulted by the
Rulers of a People,and they muft frame their Ad-
miniftration by the general Laws there laid down.
The Kings of Jfrael were commarded by Gop to
write for themfelves @ Copy of the Law, and to
read therein all the Days of their Lives, thatthey Deut. 17:
might Jearn to fear the Lord their God, and to keep 18, 19
@ll the Words of bis Law., And Febojada gave to
Foafh the Tefimomy with the Crown, when hez Kings,
anointed him King. Which carries this Inftruc- 1~ 1%
tion in it, That thofe in Gevernment over GOD’s
People, fhou’d acquaint themfelves well with his
holy Word, and fhou’d have an inviolable Re-

gard to the Laws of Chrift in the whole of their
Adminiftration.

MOREOVER,

CHRISTIAN Magiftrates muft employ their
Power for the Addvancement of Chrift’'s Kingdom,
'They are in a Licutenancy to Chrift; and fo they

Rr¢ to concur with Him in carrying on the fame
D Defign
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Matt. 28. Defign for which e/} Power is given to Him, both

18.

!PL.‘.

diim 2.2

in Heaven and in Earth,

TRUE indeed, the Care of Souls is not commit-
ted to the civil Magiftrate; nor may he extend
his Power to force Articles of Faith, or Modes of
Worthip, on the Confciences of Men : For Con-
{cience is exempt from every Jurifdition but
Chrif’s ; and Healone muft reign there. Yet we
muit not run into the other Extream, and fay
that the Magiftrate has mothing to do in Matters of
Religion.

As they rule 2y Chrift, fo they are oblig’d to
rule for Him; and therefore to protet and en.
courage the Pra&ice of his holyReligion ; to guard
and defend Gop’s facred Name, Day and Inftitu-
tions, from the Infults of thofe: who wou’d openly
profane and trample upon them ; and to reftrain
and punifh thofe Vices and Immoralities, which
are as contrary tothe Laws of Chrift as they are
to the Welfare of Societies: For the very End
of their Office is, the Punifbment of evil Deers, and
* the Praife of them that do well; and this isthe
Defign of their Inftitution, that under them we may
‘lead quict and peaceable Lives in all Gdlinefs and

Hanefly.
IN a word,

THEY fhou'd 6penly profes the Religion of
Chrift, publickly efpoufe his Caufe, and zealoufly
promote it as far a¢ ever their Authority and In-

fluence will reach; and fhou!d ftrenuoufly fet

themf{elves againft every thing that is oppofite to
his Intercft, againft the Works and Kingdom of
the
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the Devsl which our bleffed Saviour came iato the
World to defroy.

THERE is 2 War carried on in this World,
between the rightfsl King and the sfurping God
of it ;between Chrift and Satan; and whoever
ftands neuter,Magiffrates, who are Chrift’sOfficers,
muft not : Ifthey do,they areZraitors to hisCrown
and Government, and muft expe&t from him the
higheft Refentment, and the fevereft Punifhment.
Which leads us the third and laft thing obferv'd
in the Words,

HI. THE Arguments and Mstives with which
the divine Counfel here given to the Kings and
Fudges of the Earth is enforc’d.

AND the

1t REASON or Argument may be taken from
the /43fdom of fuch a Condut?. Be wife now there-
fore, O ye Kings: be inftru@ed ye Fudges of the
Earth. Serve the Lord,&c. = ~_

WISDOM isa very requifite Qualification in
Rulers. 'Without this they will make but a poor
Figure, and both their Perfons and Authority fall
into Contempt. Now, to ferve the Lord, Bebold !
this is Wifdom. When Rulers do this, they en-
grofsall the Rules of Policy ints one.

For,

.THIS is the way to bawe the Prefence of Chrif?
with them in their Adminifiration, to dire& their
C'-’“‘}fels, and fucceed their Endeavours for the
publick Ggoq ; without which their own Policy
at?d Power will be in vain ; the wifet Schemes
will be baffled, anq the moft promifingEnterprizes

D2 defcated.
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defeated. Whatever the wife Men after theElefb
may think, the Rules of Religion fteadily purfu’d
by thofe entrufted with the publick Affairs of a
People, will be found to conduce more to the
true Ends of Government, than all the Maxims
of carnal Policy. 1 Sam. 23. 3, 4. He that ruleth
svcr Men muft be juft, ruling in the Fear cf God:
/nd be (h1ll be as the Light of the Morning, when
the Sun rife:h, even @ Morning twithout Clouds ; as
the tenler Grafs foringing out of the Earth by clear
Jbinirz after Rain. i. e. The religions Ruler
will be a great common and extenfive Bleffing,
like the Light and Rain of Heaven.

THis is alfo the belt way to fecare and exalt
their own Charaiter. For, if a ferious and fRrict
Regard to Religion runs thro’ their Conduct, both
in private and publick Life ; if they appear toact
in the Fear of God, and with a governing View
to the Honour of Chrift, this will certainly make
them look more great and venerable in the Eyes
of the People, than any fhining Titles or glitter-
ing Badges of Honour which they wear: This
will procure them not only outward but jsward
Reverence. When Piety is found in Conjunction
with Greatnefs, the Perfon fhines with a diviner
Lultre, and the Authority wherewith heis vefted
{tries into a greater Awe, and more powerfully
conftrains Submiffion and Obedience. So Fofbue

jolvang.was magnificd in the ficht f ali lrael,

Tuvus they will be likely to fit eafy in their
Pcfs of Honeur; not only from the Confioufuels
of their ownlntegrity, which will always give them
inward Peace, and raife their Minds above the

Cenfures and Clamours of ignerant and difaffected
Perfons ;
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Perfons ; but allo from the Acceptance which

their faithful Endeavours will find among the
Generality of their People. For as bad as the

World is, when the Righteous are in Authority, the Prov.29.2.
Peaple rejsice. Common People, and even vici-

ous People, are under fuch a Convi@ion of the Ex-

celiency of Virtue and Religion, that they can’t

but take Satisfaction when they fee it exaked to

great Dignity.

MOREOVER,

THIs is the moft likely way for them to be
efablifyd and coniinued in their Authority, and to
have their publick Opportunities and Advantages
lengthned out by that Gobd in whofe kand their
Times are. For it ftands in the Book of Gop as
an Argument why the King fhould above all
Things mindReligion, 7o the endthat ke may pro-
fong bisDays in bis Kisgdom. Deut. 17.20. Agree-
ably (asone obferves) we find in the Hiftory of
the Kings of Fw#dab, that generally the beftReigns
were the longeft, except when GoOD fthortned
them for the Punifhment of the People, as Fofiabs.
Or, this will minifter pleafing Refle&ions to them,
and give them a SatisfaQion divinely caim, if they
fee Others fiil the Stations they have held ; or in
the near Asproach of Death, and Profpedt of their
final Account to Gop the Judge of all. Be wife
nw therefore, O ye Kings ; be inftruted ye Fudges
of the Earth: Serve the Lord, &c.

2. Ir we confider the Dignity of this glorious
Perfon whom the Kings and Fudges of the Eartb
arc commanded to ferve, there will appear the

highe(t
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higheft Reafon why they fhou’d obey the Com-
mand: He is the LORD ; the SoN.

CuRrisT is here fpoken of both with Refpet to
his eternal Deity, ard his Office o5 Mediator. He
is the Som of GOD by eternal Generation ; and he
is the Son of Ma1, i.e. God-man, Mediator: And
all Men are bound to ferve hiin, not only on Ac-
count of his eternal Deity, but his Office as Me-
Gator. His Supremacy over the World, is 2
Prerogative annex’d to his be.ng Head of the
Church. For Gop hath now fet bim at Fis own

‘7igbs Hand, far above all Principality,and Power,
and Might, and Dominion, and every Name that is
named, not only in this World, but in tbat which 15
to com? ; and bhath put all things under bisFect, and
given bim to be Head cver all Tkings to the Church,
which is bis Body. So'that he is Lord Paramount
of the whole Creation. He has a Title both by
Inheritance and by Appointment. A natural and
delegated right. A natural one, as he is the true

.GoD, by whsmwere all things mede that are made ;
and a delegated one, as he is Mediator : So he is
invefted by the Father, who is the Fountain of
Power, with the fole Adminiftration of Govern-
ment, in the Kingdom of Providence as well as of

| Grace. Thushe is the King of Kings, and Lord

P72 10 ef Lords, the bleffed and the cnly Potentate : Al

Kirgs frall bow dewn before bim, and all Nations
Joall ferve kin.

‘ui‘.n 1.

(W)}

Tre Title and Charaéer of Lord given to
Chrift in the Text, fuggefts to us thefe following
Reafons why the Kings and Fudges of the Earths
Rulers cf all Degrees, thould ferce bim,

I. He
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r. HE isthe LORD, and fo their Authority
is deriv'd from bim. Itis io with refpeG to the
Conflitution of Goverament it felf : fc Dominion
and Rule are his Appointment in the World ; ti:-
Original of Power is from Heaven, as has been
thewn already. --- And it is fo with refpet to the
Defignation of the Perfons cloathed with it. In
whatever Way, by whatever Means and Methods,
Men are advanc’'d to their feveral Stations, the
Providence of the Lord Jefus Chriit is to be ac-
knowledg’d and ador’d therein. For %oth Rickes ; Chron.
and Honour come of thee ; and in thy band it isto 29 1:.
make great, and togive firength unto all. We
many times fee ftrange and unexpefed Turns,
and are furpriz’d at the fudden Difgrace of fome,
andEl evation of others: But we fhould confider ™
that the mof Bigh ruleth in the Kingdom cf Men,Dan.4.12.
end giveth it to whomfoever be will. Preferments
depend not on the Will of the People when they
chufe, nor on the Will of the Prisce when he
appoints ; but on the Will of Gop who has all
Heartsin his Hand. Thisis a great Truth re-
fpeting Gop’s providential Government of the
World, which the Pfalmift has inftructed us in,
Pal ;. g, 7. Promotion cometh neither from the
Eap, nor from the Wep, nor from 1o South ; but
God is tbe}’ udge : He putteth down one &3 fetteth 45
‘f’mber. Whea there areCandidates for an Elec-
tion into 4 Poft of Government, and a2 Stregale
;f:\noqg the E.le&ors, the King of the World fit,
tor uﬁ‘;:; i;;d In a powerful tho. mvzﬁbleWay, de.
Countel ) :dn;atter, hfo as to bring about his mvfl
caf int :‘b= . erve' 13 own Purpo@ . The Lot is
is of 1} ¢ Lap, but the whole difp:fing tleresf Pro.16.43

of the Lord.  This isa good Realon why thegr

who
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who are in publick Stationsfhou’d ferve Chrift in

them, becaufe He has plac’d them where they are,

Since of bim, and tbro' bim, &re all things, ac the

Fountain and Conveyance; all things fhon'd

Rom. 11.be £0 bim, as the ultimate End. Sc the Rivers pay

36 aconftant Tribute to the Sea, whence they all
coine.

2. Heis the LORD, and fo their Authority
is dependant om bim. They are dependant on him
as to the Exercife of their Rule. He has not
given them an abfolute Power, but reftrain’d and
limited them by certain general Rules and Inftruc.
tions, to which they muft conform. The Glory
of his Supremacy he will not give to another ------
And they are alfe dependant on bim as to their
Continuance in their Autbority. They hold their
Places only during Pleafure. He thatgave them
their Commiffion, can revoke or fuperceed it
whenever he pleafes.

IT wasan Inftance of the papal Pride and Arro-
gance, when the Pope after he had crown’d an
Emperor kneeling, immediately with his Foot
kick'd off his Crown again,as an emblematical
Boaft of his Power to make and unmake Kings
at his Pleafure. But this is a Right which belongs
to, and is aCtually exercis’'d by Chrift the Lord,

Rom. g.5. Whois God over all biefled for ever : A Flower in
his Crown, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.

Joel 2. 21+ He removeth Kings, and fetteth ap Kings. He cut-

Plal.70.12 oy off the Spirit of Princes, and is terrible to the
Kings of the Larth. -

Now
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Now Dependance is always reckn’d a very good
Reafon for Service and Obedience: VW hen this is
the Cafe, Duty and Intereft unite to ftrengthen
the Obligation.

3. Heis the LORD, and {o their Power is in
Subferviency andSubordination untoHis. 'They are Rom.13.7
called bis Miniffcrs. W hatever Power they have
it is but miniflerial, and in order to Service. A
Servant entrufted by his Lord miay have many
encouraging Priviledges and Advantages for
himfelf; yet the great End of his Employment
and Advancement is his Mafters Service and Pro-
fit. The Honour and Power of Rulers do net
terminate in themfelve. as if the Defign of Gop
in the Inftitution of Magiftracy, was only to gra-
tify a few particular Men, by raifing them above
the common Rank, and putting them into Au-
thority for their Perfons Sake, and only to make
them look great. No! Hie Endis the Service that
is expefted from them to GoD and Man, the
Church and the World : And the Digrity is af-
fix'd to the Perfon, as an Encouragement to, and
a neceflary Means of doing that Service Their
Places and Offices are given them with Reference
to the Duty expected from them. And he is an
unworthy Servant who when his Mafter h:s put
him into an honourable Office, and aivel him
large Encouragement to be faithful in the Bufinef:
of it, only grows proud and infolent, and becomes
regardlefs of his Mafters Honour, and negligent
of his Service.

4. HE is the LORD, and fo they are acconnt-
able te him for their Condu@. Every Malter ex-
" 3

1:'1 NN
) Pv\rh-
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p=&s an Account from his Cervants, what they
have done in the Bufinefs he has employ’d them
in ; and will take a proper feafon to inquire into
Mat. 23. it The Lord of thcfe Servants cometh, an‘d wild
reckon with them, for the Improvement of thr'r
Power Honour and Irfluence, which wereTalents
committed to them to occupy for Him.

RULERS, as well as others, muft appear before
the Judgment . Jof thn’t ; to give an Account ag
well of their publick as of their private Life. [

Py 2n.12 /@0 the Dead [mall and great fland before God,
And here furely ic a powerful Reafon why taey
thow’d endeavour to acquit themfelves as gosd
Stewarls of the manifold Grace of Gob, that fo
when they muft give an Account of theirSteward-
faip, they may doit with Foy asd no: with Gricf,
znd may efcape the Rebuke and Punithment of
the wicked and unfaithful Servant. This brings
in2 to a third Motive and Argument in the Text,
which is taken from

3. THE bigh Difpleafure of Ckriff, and the
wticr Ruin confequent thereupon, which thofe
Rulers who refufe to comply with this Counfel,
will bring upon themfelves. Be wife now there.
"m, 0 y? Kings ; be infiruited ye Fudges of tle
secth Serve the Lord; Kifs the Son; lef He be

"=, and ye PERISH from the Way, when his
bivatiois Lindled but a littie.

“TUE So¥ can be angry,tho’ he be theSaviour.
Ciracious and condefcending as he is, he can be
feverely angry,  He hasJealoufy as well as Love ;

L)

v\ rath as wcxl 25 Compaffion and Grace. Am}
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.f He be angry, who is the Mediator betv.een GuD
and Man, what will become of us ? who then
will interceed for us witha Gop already offended

« CHRriIsT is call’d the Lamk; yet he is the p ..
Lios cf the Tribe of Judah : and the Hrath of
this King, of this King of Kings, is as the rearing
of @ Lion,and eno’ to make the ftouteft Heart to
tremble.

A iitle of his Wrath iseno’ to be the Deftruc.
tion of the Sinn Lef# ye perifb in tke way, 1n
the Courfe of your Sin and Rebeliien againft him,
when bis Wrath is kindled but a little. How then
can the proudeft Sinner ftand before his flaming
Wrath, when his Jealcufie burns like Fire.

THE Kings and Judges of the Earth muft not
think themfelves above the Refentment of Chrift,
or too big for him to deal with. He will te
angry with them as foon as with others; and they
will be as little able to ftand before his Indignation.
W hatever Prerogatives they may lay claim to
here, they will be of no Service to . >m in the
Pay of Death, and the Day of Judgment. Tophet 6 =0 = s
15 ordain'd of old, for the King it is prepared, that I
will not fubmit to this King of Kings, and become
his Servant.

Nav, he will get himfelf more Homour upon
thefe, in the Execution of his righteous Difpleafure
againft them, if they refufe tohonour him now :

For in Proportion to the Talents which Men have
neglected or mifimprov’d in thisWorld,will be the
Degrees of Wrath inflided on them in the next.
And (o we find #beKings of theEarth,and the great

Ez Mo
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Men are the foremoft of thofe who in the great
Day of the Wrath of the Lamb, will rus to the
Rocks and Mountains for Shelter, as if his Face car-
ried more of Difpleafure in it towards zkem. Let
the Rulers of the World then be fo wife as to
give their Power to the Lord Jefus Chrift, that
they may not fall under hisDifpleafure; thatthey
may be accounted wortby to efcape all thefe things
wihich fball come te pafs, and to fand before the Son
¢f Mzn. This Counfel in our Text is inforc’d by

one more Argument, which we may not quite pafs
over ; and this is

4. THe Happinefs of thisSubmiffion : BLESSED
arc allthcy that put their truff in bim. That thus
Sabimit to him as their Sovereign, and put their
Truff 1o him as their Saviour.

WhaiLs his Wrath burns againft others, his
Face will thine upon thefe. 'While his Appear-
ance ftrikes others into killing Terrors, it will fill
thefe with warmeft Tranfports of Joy. Inftead of
that dreadful Order, Take the wicked and unpre-

-

they will hear that applauding commendation,

fitable Servant, and caf bim into outer Darknefs,

TVl dose good and faithful Servast ; and be bid

to enter into the Foy of their Lord.

Tusx fubordinate Rulers whe have well fill'd
their Pawer Places, will have it faid to them,
Thon has been faithful over a few things, ITwill
niake the Ruler cver many things.

THEN the Kings of the Earth who religioufly
and dutifully caft their Crownsat the Feet of
*hinidt, witl have a weighter, brighter, and more

durable
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durable one than that which they wore here, fet
upon their Heads ; the heavenly Crown of Glory
and Life, of which they will never be depriv'd.

IN a word,

ALL they who have rul'd for Chrift, in their
feveral Orders of Government, fhall at the Con.
fummation of all Things, reign with Him for ever
and ever ; fet down with him on his Throne, even

as he is fet down with his Father on his Throne.

Au Honour and Bleflednefs this, ineffable, incon-
ceiveable! What an Incentive is this to the Men
of Ambition, that feek and court Honour ! But,
Oh ! where is the Faith of it? ---- The Thing 13
future and invifible, therefore few believe it, and
feek after it, tho’ it be not the lefs real and certain.

THus I have difcours’d upon the Text in the
feveral Divifions of it; and muft haften to bring
Home what has been faid in a diftin¢t Application
to the two Divifions, of Rulers and Ruled, which
take in this whole Aflembly.

AND,

1. OuUR homoured Rulers, of every Degree and
Order in the Government, are taught what their
Duty to Chrift is, and what are His juft ExpeQa-
tions from them. Since he is the {fupream Lord,
and the Founrain of Power: Since the Inftitution
of Government i; from Him, and your own De-
fignation to your feveral Trufts and Offices is by
him : Since you are employ’d in Subordination to
him, and with a View to the fameDe{.gn for which
he has receivd all power in Heaven and Earth -
Since you depend upon him, who is Lord both of

the
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the Dead ans Living, for the Continuance of your
Lives and publick Advantages: Since you are
accountable to him, and muft very quickly ren-
der up your Account: And fince you will then,
according as you acquit your felves now, either fall
under his terrible Difpleafure which is worfe than
Death, or receive the diftinguithing Marks of hig
Favour, which is better than Life in all the Ho-
nours or Injoyments of it: Since it is thus, [ fay,
Duty, Gratitude and Intereft confpire, all theRules
of Juftice, Decency and Honour unite, to oblige
you to act in your particular Pofts and Stations,
according to his Will, and for his Glory.

BuT it may be this Meflag> ui IZeaven may the
more awaken your thinking and a&ive Powers,
and come with a greater Force and Weight upon
you, if it be more particularly applied.

W HEREFORE,

t. In the firft place, let the Counfel of Hea-
ven which has been given, be acceptable to your
EXCELLENCY, to whom with a moft datiful
Refpedt it is now addrefs’d.

AXD it is our great Pleafure and Happinefs this
Day, that we can addrefs our Governour inChief, 23
one who has openly chofen the LORD to ferve
him, and thatin the'Tay of thefe Churches. Suffer
me then, SIR, to remind you, That you publickly
deveted your feif to the Service of the exalted Son
of GOp, when you had juflt entred the World in
fuperiour outward Circumf{tancesand Advantages s
and it wasa great Plealure to your own and your

Father’
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Fathers Friends, and the Friends of Religion, then
to obferveit; from the Hopes it gave them that
Chrift and his People here would afterwards have
muchService from you, by theWill of Gop : And
doubtlefs you look upon your Covenant Obligati-
ons to be ftrengthn’d, by the Honours to which

Chrif# in his Providence has fince advanc’d you.

A Servant of Fefus Chriff,isaCharacter which
Kingsand Governours have no reafon to be afham’d
of ; 2 Title which they fhou’d be ambitious of :
For it will be found their trueft Honour, when all
the Glory of this World fhall vanifh like a Blaze
in Straw ; and will turn to their greateft Advant-
age, when all the Prerogatives they were pofleft
of here, wiil be forgotten and ufelefs.

THE Honour of Chrift and his Intereft are very
much concern’d in your Excellency’s Condu@ and
Adminiftration. Religion is not in fucha State at
this Day, but it needs the Example of the greateft
amongft us to render it more reputable and ho-
nourabie. But while your Excellency is feen to
pay 2 folemn Regard to the Day of Gop, to at-
tend with Reverence and Devotion upon his pub-
lick Worthip, and ta live in the Pra@ice of thofe
private and publick Vertues which adorn theChrif-
tian Chara&er, this will go very far to prevent
its fallin5 i...5 + rther Contempt and Negleét.

EsreciaLLy if together with this the Honours
of the Government, which are fo much at your
Excellency’s Difpofal, are conferr’d on true Piety;
and not given in Courfe or out of Compliment.

I humbly conceive your Exceilency cannot give a
better

35
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better Sanction and Security to the Religion that
remains amongit us, than by this wife Diftin®ion
in your Cemmiffions --—--- And here, I think we
fhou’d be ungrateful to Gop and your Excellescy,
if we did not acknowledge the Countenance and
Encouragement which the Religion of the Country
has receiv'd, under your Exceliency’s Adminiftra-
tion, from your Example and Authority both,

PROVIDENCE has plac’d your Exceilency over a
Peaple, whe ftand in a fpecial Relation to Chrift,
and are a diftinguith’d Part of the Lot of bis Inhe-
7:tasce : And all your faithfulServices to tBem, He
will accept as done toHim. ForI truft we are fiill
belov'd for gur Father’s Sake ; and for theSake of
2 precious Number thro” the Land, who are yet
faitbful with the Saints.

THEY are alia your own People ; and, as you
have been pleas'd to fay of them, Bone of your Bone,
and Flefb of your Flefo. And we may fuppofe the
Intenfene(s of your native Affeition is encreas’d, by
the publick Relation in which you have fo long
ftood to them.

AND fuffer me to fay, §ir, the diftres’d State
of this People at this Day, loudly calls for your
paternal Compaffions, your wife Councils, and beft
Eodeavours for theirRelief. Their Cafe refembles
that of the Yewsin the Time of Nebemiah; and
like them they look to their Gozermour for Help
and Redrefs,

{T




AmELECTION SERMON.

IT may be many think it is more in your Excel!-
ency’s Power to gratific and eafe them, than it
really is ; and do not eno’ confider the Reftritions
you are under.

By T you will at leaft difcover your Tendernefs
for them in your Speeches from the Chair, and
Reprefentations of their Scate to the Government
at Home ; and even become an Interceffor for
them, as in your Wifdom you judge you can ferve
them : This cannot fail to engagethem to you
more and more in Duty and Affection.

IF now I have gone tga far in what I have faid,
I muft rely on your condefcending Goodnefs to
forgive me. The Searcher of Hearts knows it
proceeds, as from an ardent AffeGion to my dear
Country, fo from a fincere perfonal Regard to ysur
Excellency, and an unfeigred Defire that your
Excellency may long fit eafy in the Chair of Go-
vernment, and this Fecple fit with Delight under
your Shadow.

Your Power, Honour and Influerice employ’'d
for Chrift and for his People, #bis, SIR, will be a
Crswn which no Man can take from you: This
will give you undifturb’d Serenity in a Recefs
from the Cares and Burthens of Government, and
caufe the Bleffings of an otliged People to follow
you into Retirement ; or it will brighten theShades
of Death to you, and carry you from the Chair o
Government, to the Sepulchre of your Father:,
with the publick Praifes and Lamentations ; and
will finally give you a blefled Partin the ncoble
Triumphs of the Saints of the moft high, in the

F | Fulfilment
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Fulfilment of that Wo:d of our Saviour, if any
Man [erve me, let bim follow me: And where I am
there fhall aifo my Servant be. If any Man [irve
me, bimwill my Fatber bonour.

2. LET this word of God be in the next Place
addre(y'd, with all Decency to the honourable
his MajJeEsTYs CouNciIlL, and the
honourable Houfe of REPRESENTATIVES, thisDay
in General Court Affembled. TheDemand of the
King of Heaven from you 4/} is, That you ferve
Him, and fhew your felves faithful to his Interefts
in your feveral publick Capacities, and this upo:.
Pain of his higheft Difpleafure.

AND here I would firft of all apply my felf to
you, as having the Power of ElefZion to be exer-
cis’d this Day. Herein you are entrufted with a
fingular Opportunity to ferve Chrift and this Peo-
ple : And He that fandeth in the Congregation f

the mighty critically infpe@s you in, and will call

you toa {tri¢ Account for the Management of
this Day’s Work.

IT is an Affair of no fmall Importance you are
to tranalt this Afternoon ; to el his Majefly's
Council for the Province: Thefe, in the Frame of
our Government, do, as it were, ftand between the
King and the People, both of which do in a Sort
meet in them ; and while they are to guard the
Prerogative of the one,they are to preferve thePri-
vilege of the other : They are one Branch of the
Legiflature, and beara diftin@Part in the framing
and enaéting of our Laws: Without theirConfent

no Csvif Ofiicers can beappointed intheProvince ;
and
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and the College, in which the Churches thro’ the
Land are fo deeply concern’d, falls in Part under
their Infpe&ion and Government. Thefe Things
render it a Matter of no finall Moment, who that
Board confifts of from Time to Time. And tho’
they are chofen but for a Year, great may be the
B:nefit or Detriment of fuch a Choice; for in one
Yearare often laid the Framdations of many Genera.
ti0ns.

Let the Importance then of this Days Work
lie with a due Weight upon the Mind of every
one concern’d ; and let none a&t in 10 weighty an
Affair witk a trifiing, a partial, or a party Spirit.
Let me tell you, Gentiemen, your Votes are not
your own ; you vote for Chriff and for his People ;
and therefore muft look to the Qualifications of
thofe you vete for. You know the Rules of
Ele&ion into Pofts of Government preferib’d ia
the Oracles of GoD : Confider them, and a& un-
der theDirecion and Awe of them. The Advice
of Mofes and Fethro are indeed theCharge of Gop
to Ele@ors fromTime toTime. Deut. 1. 13. 7ake
ye wife men, and underfanding, and known among
Your Tribes. Exod 18 21. Thos fhalt provide out
Of all the people, able men, fuch as fear God, men
of truth, bating covetoufnefs, and place fuch to be
Rulers. Men of a general C haracer for Capacity,
Integrity, publick Spiritednefs, andPiety. Men of
aGenius for Government, and who underftand the
civil and religious Interefts of their People: True
Men, that will a& upon Principle, and not be
daunted by Frowns nor Clamours : Men not go-
vern'd by narrow and felfeth Views, but that can
generoufly facrifice their private Intereft to that

F 2 of
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of the publick, when they ftand in Competition:
And Men that appear to a&t in the Fear of Gop
in their private Life ; for only fuch will a& for his
Glory in a publick Station ; and they are the moft

likely to be favour'd with the divine Prefence
and Bleffing.

IT were fad indeed, if among our Tribes, in
the feveral Parts of our Land, there could not be
found Perlons of thefe Characters, eno’ to fill
every Seat at the Council Table. Your Bufinefs
is to look for them---- And may He who fits in
the Heavens, and prefides over the Affairs of the
Children of Men, lead you in your Choice, to his
own Glory, and the Advantage of this People;
and therein give us a happy Token that He 1is
it:il in the Midft of us!

Wiex the Ele&ion of this Day is cver, the
three Parts of the Legiflature will come toadt in
their Jegidative Capacity : and they that give
Law to others, muft confider themfelves as sader
the Law to Chrift.

Vast is the Truft committed to you in this
Capacity : The Vertue and Religion, the Liberties
and Priviledges, the Trade and Riches, the Pro-
tedtion and Defence of this Pecple, are very much

in your Hinds. And you muft be entreated by

the Honour you bear co Chrift, and your Allegi-
ance to fim, to ferve this his People in thefe and
all their Interefts, to the utmoft Reach of your
Power.

AND
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AND I fuppofe never did the State of thisPeople
call for more confummate Wifdom, tender Com-
paffion, inviolable Fidelity, and unceafing Sollisi-
tude for their Welfare, from their Fathers in the
Government, than at this Day.

AN empty Treafury, a defenc elefs Country, and
embarrafsd Trade, are indeed melancholy Things.
How to fupply the one, fortify the other, and
relieve the third, will to be fure be the Matters of
your Attention. But here you expe@ no Advice
from the Pulpit. Andindeed the Wiidom of the
wife feemsto fail them, and humane Contrivance
to be at a mon p/us. But when we know not what
to do, our Eyes fbow’d be unto the Lord: For he
has faid, Counfel is mine, and found wifdom : 11leadProv.8.14.
in theWay of Righteoufnefs, in tbe Midf# of thePaths 20-
of Fudgment. And innumerable Ways are open
to bis View, when all are fhut up to ours.

AMIDST thefe Cares which will now prefs upon
you, you will not forget that you are the Geuards-
ans of Religion ; but will de what you can to
maintain the the Kingdom of Chrift among us, in
its Light, Purity and Glory. It is for the Sake
of the Church that the World ftands, and Chrift
18 Head over al) Things for the Church: Therefore
they that rule by Him fhou'd employ their Care
and Power for #hzt in the firft and chief Place.
So the Princes of Jfrael,in their March tho' the

Wildernefs, pitched their Standard, at the Com-n .,

mandment of God, about the Tabernacle of the Con- s
grégation to fecure it.  You will therefore think
it your Duty to ftrengthen the Hands, and en-
Courage the Hearts of the faithful Minifter,
of Chrift ; and do your Part that there may be ;
Succeffion

’
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Succeffion of fuch in Times to come, by fupport.
ing the Means of Education, and cherifhing the
Coliege from whence the Churches look for their
Supply : Your generous Smiles on that Society we
thankfully acknowledge 23 an Inftance of your

jaft Care that Religion and Learning may ftill
fleurith amongft us.

WHETHER any new Lzws need to be bro’t
forward, for the fupprefling our growing Imme-
ralities, You, Gentlemen, who livein the feveral
Parts of our Land,can beft judge. But what will
the beft Laws fignify without a vigorous Execu-
tion ? Let 1e therefore in the next Place apply
my felf,

3. Tothe Execstive Part of the Government

“overus; the Honourable Fadges of oar Courts,

and Fufficesin our feveral Countys. Permit me
to fay to yourHunours, Y ou are Chrift’s Officers and
Minifters, and muft act for Him in that Part of
Government which his Providence has affign’d
you.

LET your Courts therefore be always opes’d m
HisName : I mean that you pay Him your publick
Homage, and adore him as the fupream King,Law-
giver and Fudge, by folemn and open Prayer.
Thisis done, I fuppofe, in our feveral Courts of
Jaftice thro’ the Land : And I think that all the
Officers of the Court, and thofe who haveBufinefs
at it, fhould be order’d reverently to attend ------
Realife his Prefence, Prefidency and Infpeétion,
and aét under theAwe and Influence thereof : For
He flandeth in the Congregation of the mighty, and

'judgerh among tic Gods. - In difpencing publick

_]uﬁicc
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Juftice endeavour a Conformity to His Adminiftra-

tion. ¥or the Sceptre of his Kingdom is a right
Sceptre : He loveth Righteoufnefs, and bateth Ia-

igesty.

IN civil Caufes let there be fhewn the moft

fteady Impartiality, and unreproachable Integrity.

The Charge which King Febofbapbat gave to
his Judges, is the Charge of theKing of Heaven to

you, Take beed what you do; for ye judge mot for

Man, but for the Logd, who is with you in theFfuds-
ment : W herefore let the Fear of the Lord be upon
you: For there is no Iniquity with the Lord oar God,
nor Refpec? of Perfons, nor taking of Gifts. ---- And
in criminal Cafes, let the Edge of the Law be
fharpned in Proportion to the Nature of theCrime,
and the Boldnefs of the Tranfgreflor. While you
fit on the Seat of Judgment, Sinners fhould be-
hold yourFace as tbeFace of God,which is ¢t againft
them tbat do wickedly: And the Day of Affize
fhould be a little Image of that Day, when the
Lord will come 2o judge the World in Richteoufnefs,
and the People with bis Truth; and fhall render
Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguifb,
to every Soul of Man that deth Evil. The Judge
on the Bench fhould be worthy of that Commen-
dation, which Chrift gave to the Angel of the

43
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Church of Ephefus, Tknow thy Warks : How thou Rev. 22.

canf mot bear them which are evil.

BuT as the wife Conftitution of ourGovernment
has put the Execution of our Laws very much in-
to the Hands of a fingle Magiffirate, fol would
apply my felf here to thofe who are in the Com-

miffimn of the Pegce thro' the Province.
You
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You, Gentlemes, may do much in your Single
Capacity, to reftrain the Sons of Wickednefs; to
ftop the Mouths of profane Swearers and Curfers ;
to prevent Sabbath-breaking, Drunkennefs and
Idlenefs ; and to break up fuch Houfes as are
Places of Debauchery, and Cages of unclean Bitds.
Courts can take Notice only of what is prefented
to them ; but yos can fearch out Iniquity, and fol-
low it into its hiding Places. And let me befeech
you for Chrift’s Sake, and ckarge you in his Name,
to arife and exert your felves, For, is there not
Occafion ? Is not the prefent Generaticn loofe and
diffolute in Manners ? Does not Imiguity come in
upon uslike a Flood? And Vice almoft ride tri.
umphant? Will you then let the Sword of Juf-
tice ruf in your Hands ? Shall cur goed Laws
provea dead Leiter, and lie by as wafte Paper,
only for want of a vigorousExécution 2 And fhall
the Enemies of GoD and Godlinefs, find Secarity
under Chrifiian Magifirates t ----- Certainly they
who receive fuch an important Truft as the Ex-
ecution of our Laws, and accept of the Honour
attending the Title of Magiftrates, fhould be faith-
full in the Difcharge of their Office.

THANKS be to Gop! We are blefs’d under
the prefent Adminiftration with 2 Number of fuch
Magiftrates. And the Zeal of fome of them in
this Zows is truly laudable, and has hada vifible
good Effe& «----- Go on, Gentlemen, with new Re-
folution and Vigour, in your pieus Endeavours
for the legal Suppreflion of fcandalous Wicked-
nefs, Defpife the little Flirts of [ome, and fear not
the big Looks of asy. Still fay to the foolifb,
Deal not foolifly ; and totw. ‘cked, Lift not up

the Horn,
You
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You have the Lzw on your Side. Cur Giucre
nour has lately call’d upon and charg’d vou in
a feafonable Proclamation. Good Pecple do blefs
you. And Gop will accep. and reward you! So
Febofbaphbat encourag’d the Minifters of Juftice
under his Government, to a refolute Difcharge of ~
their Duty ; Deal coursgeoufly, and the Lord will f Chlr;)n._
be with the good. I

II. IT is now Time for me to kaften to apply
my felf to the Body of the Pespie, thefe who are
enly in a private Capacity, and fall into the Di-
vifion of the Ruled.

AND here I can be fpar'd only a few fhort
Hints. |

LET me exhort you then to Thankfu'nefs, that
you live under Chrifian Magiftrates, who are a
Terror mot to gosd Works, but to the Ewib; and
who countenance Religion by their Example as
well as Authority. To ufe the Wordsof an emi-
nent Perfon of ozr Order on this Occaficn many
Years ago, t ¢ Is it not a valuable Blefling, that
“ we don’t fee fuch Madnefs and Folly fet in
“ great Dignity over us, which would make Vice
‘¢ reputable ? That we don’t fee the fir# Chair
““ of Government, the Council Table, and Seats of
““ Fudzment, fill'd with Men of infamous Lufls,
“ whofe Lives are the laft Lefiance to ail that is
¢ facred and divine, fo Religion, common [Honefty

Sweareay

T The late Rev. Mr. Peaizearow, b 5 stion
Sermon.
G and
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< and Sobriety ; onsnly waliowing in the grefleft

ChH

« Pollutions of Sunfuality 2 Cught not this to te
« efteem’d a Favour of Heaven, which challenges
““ a Tribate of Gratitude and Praife. ” For the
Lives of fuch Rulers would give a Sandiion tO
Wickedne$s ; and what a Torrent of it would
taen treak in upon us, and bear away all Oppo-
fi:ion beforeit? It i:an ancient Obikrvation, and
wiil always be fcund true, The Hicked walk on
every Side, when the vilef Men are exalted.

LET mealfo exhort you to reverence Govern-
sest as an Inflitution of Gob and to treat Ma-
wiltrates as Chrift's Minifters: And fince the He-

our of Chrift, as well as the publick Weal, is fo
much concern’d in their Adminiftration, make
Conftience of prayiag for them, conftantly and
fervently. ------ And alfo to be affifing in ycur
feveral Stations to the Magiftrate, that fo the
great and good Ends of civil Government may be
attained.

FixaLLy,

[ am to demand Suljecion and Obedierce to
the LORD Jesus CHRIST, from cvery one of you
all. If Kiugs and Fudgcs of the Earth, are to kifs
the Son of Geb, and ferve the Lord with Fear,
Caommon Pecpl: cannot Le excugd. Chrift is your
ri;htful Sovereign: But does he reign in your
Hearts, and inyour Iives ? Are none of yof in
a foreign Service ? He that hath your Obedience,
the func is your Lord and King. Towhomye yield
your [clves Scruants to obey, kis Servants ye are 20
wium ye clev. Vo whom then do you yield the
ot cLearful and conftapt Otedispee? To the

Commands
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Commands of Chrift, or the Solicitations of Satan,

and your own Lufts? ---- The works of the Flefb
are manifeff, which are thefe, Drunkennefs, Un-

cleannefs, Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, Wrath,
Hatred, Variance, &c. How many by living in thefe
Sins, and alfo in the Neglett of thefe holy fpiritual
Dauties of Religion which Chrift requires, trample
upon his Authority, and declare They wilk
not bave tbisMas to reign over them? ‘This is the
Language of Sinners, Let us break tbefe Bands
afunder which bind us to Chrift, and caf away
bis Cords from us | ---- But will You, O Sinner!
perfift in this Rebellion ? If you do fo butalittle
longer, it will iflue in your utter Ruin, and his
Power and Righteoufnefs will raife Satisfa@tion
and Glory to themfelves from your deferved
eternal DeftruGtion. Luke 19. 27. But thofe
mine Enemies, that would not that I fhould reign
over them, bring bitber, and flay tbem before me.

rIeAR then the Counfel of Heaven, and obey
the Command of the Gofpel this Day ; every one
of you without Exception. Kifs the Som, with a
Kifs of Loyalty and Subjeftion ; and henceforth
ferve in Holinefs and Righteoufnefs before him
all the Days of your Life : For he is2be Author
of eternal Salvation, only to thom that cbey bim. ---
Kifs the Son with a Kifs of Affection: For if any | cor. 16
Man love not the Lord fefus Chriff, let bim be 2:.
Anatbema, Maran-atba ! --- Kifs bim in Token of
Truft and Dependance: For there is Salvation in pg. 4.1,
mo othery mor any other Name given under Heaven,
whereby Men can be faved. ---- This is the only
Way of Safety and Bleflednefs : For his Q&thgul %
Subjects fhall be prefe.r'd and rewarded, when he

| wil

Heb. 5. g
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will take Vengeance on his Adverfaries, and ren.
der Wrath to his Enemies,

BuT I muft break off -----: And I know not
how to conclude better than with repeating the

folemn Words of my Text, as addres’d to the

whele Affembly. Be wife now thercfore, O yeRulers
of all Degrees : Be infiruiZed ali ye People, high
and low, rich and poor together. Serve ibe
LORD witbFear, and rejoyce withTrembling : Kifs
the SON, leaf He be angry, and ye perifs from
tbe Way, wken bis Wrath is kindled but a little:
Blefled are aill they that put tbeir Traf in Him!

S ES Y BESQGE
‘The Enp.,

22 PSPPSR R

CORRECTIONS.
Pagc ; 1. sth from the Bottbm, read comq’e&

8. for curious read warious,

Y T )R.%( After Judgment add Sear.
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