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PREFACE

'THE ivllowing summary was orviginally com-
piled for the youth under my immediate mstrue-
tion. Hoping it may be usefal to others of the
rising generaiton, by exciing their atiention to
the subject of religion, furnishing them with
weapons to repel the attacks of iniidelity, and
erabiing them ¢ always to give an answer {o
every man that asketh a reason of the hope that
= 3 them,” it 1s now presented fo the pablic.

A, O
Busiaon, Oct. 1S1L.




SUMMARY.

Ruestion.  WHAT evidence have we of the existenes
of Gaud -

duswer.  Qur senses feach us, that there i1s a God,
who created, and who. sustains end governs the world.
W see trees and plants SPringing from seeils, 3rm\nv'
to maiurity, al produvmv 'icm ers .wd fruit ; we observe
the alternaic suceession of day and nizht. and lhc regular
motions of the san, moon and stars s and it is inpossible
to aceaunt for these appearances, w llhuut ds('rlbm«' them
to the ag2ney of a ‘mlncmc lwm-r of 1alinite power and
" ls(d) n. -

Q. “'hv may not these appearanees he aseribed ta.
ehanee

4. Because they exhilit cndvx.‘ marks of design. I

an earthen vessel, or (k4 mest simpie aod rudc but,
should L: diseov ered initlhe u zL.vme-:. or a sulimr\' deseri.
tite most amp.u al P :.losnpn"“ wonld imnu‘.‘muh CO-

clide, that some= reié zonal. inicilicenthei ne fual heen there,
it vould he 1npt.s-,.l de o7 persaade any rationad mid,
that ay e\qubm‘ and <Ml heated machioe. @ wateh or.
clocke for mstapee s el e the production of ehance.
Eat Ihv Lreatiost l.mn.m “Xiiy 1< Guahic 19 wale « single
piant, 1! shadl zrow and oo dves dowors and seceds..
from w 'l.tn gihop planis v, crenenct. ioa pint can-
N6L s prosine o | Wy bne art of g naen e e 0L e €
cacrce. Ml i ehance ennant ydinee ol p?;u t
i Cortainiy cannol have pisdaecd e wortd “i all 3¢
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heen discovered, which have no eities, houses or garders ;
1gnorant of the most ascfal arts and seiences: and very
different in manners, institutions and customs ; yei il
agree in haviag some god to worship. We cannot ae-
eount for this universal beiief, uuiess it has been nnpres-
sed upon the wind by Lieny himself,
Q. Have there never been atheists, who disk-lieved
the existence of God ?
dA. Some of the aucwn{ philosophers were rechonzd
atheists, because they endeavoured iv prove the folly
and absurdities of the h athen worship; ard denied the
sun, and moen, and idols 1o e God. A few have avo:ced
their disbelief in the existence of God, and aseribed all
tiiings to chance.  Bnt such parsons must be cousidered
as moasters in ihe moral worldd:  There never was an
atheist, whio fraad & izil and abiding behief, that - there is
no God.”  [hauzh some may dwl.t.\ such a belief, when
they app:uu-'ld no da: :.;u to be mear them, vet wkhea
alone they nave ther deasis @ and when ex; )‘)3“1 to some
dreadful enl 1rom w!.w‘l 10 hmnan a1d can d hver ti hem,

they alsw avs ¢ry to God for merey and as<istance. It 1s
their 10 sl but noi their Imun !zmt ’llt’lt is no God.
g W hat bias been the moral eharacter of those, whe

hiave denied the existenee of God 2

A. Al who have dcuud the existenee of God. are
persons oi tmmoral and \uc cod fives: to whiom the iden
of a fnwrure stuic of rewards and punishments 1s greadil.
A f'ulii\ conseicsice wiil nat (dlfm them to haps for hay-
piness 1 a futare <late of iciribution !......\:.,m R
endectour to make their Leliet conform to therr piterest
and wishes.

Q. Though the world caunoi ke the produciion of
chance, what evideonee hiuve we that 1t s nat 2feinad 7

A, The most aneiear hi<tory auforms us, that tae
world was ereated about <1 thowamd years aso: and
acanzst most pesplos barbarons as weil as civeazed,
there ars tradiions to the ~ame eideet. "Those irad. oS
must he aseeibed to some eavnsez bat poue can be oce
rational. ¢ = the guet whieh they transne, Froease
RO shustieats, OF demoniials, by wiieh lin, ciisienvce of
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ilic humaa race ean be traced baek to a period eariier
than that, when Moses 1aforms us they were created.
Had they been eternal, it is highly probable, that some
iraces of them might be found in & much earlier peried.

. Can tiie useful arts and sciences be traced to their
origin ¢

. Most of the useful arts and sciences, such as eould
not-be lost aftter they were once kuown, on aceount of
their utility aud eonstant use, can be traced from their
origin, through various degrees of i: mprovement, to their
present slate. And if the human race is eternal, it has
existed i wittim a few thousand years, in a condition,
bm Little superiovr to the brute. But it is incredible,

hat ali the aits and sciences that are now knov o shoshd
l;c discaverzd within a few years by a race of beings, that
had existed millions of ages in total ignoranee oi such
arts, as seem to he necessary for their preservation and
comiort.

Q. What 1s religiﬁn o

4. Religton is that general habit of reverence to Gad,
which mdmcs > to '.oraiup and serve him, in u"x a
manner as we eonceive most agreeable fo s will, as
to procure his favour and h‘ess'nb.

Q.  VWhat is natural reliziont

JA.  Natural religion 1s thit knowle ze of God, and of
the daties he requires of liis creatures, \v. el s tauzhit Gy
reasen, improved by eousideration and experience, with-
out the help ef revelation.

Q Whhat evidenee 1s there of a 13,7 ne Proviclenee 1n

he coverndent of the world 2

. Very remarkable ealaminies bave cometimoes o, -
fulleu wicied mens apparently vs a punisiimeni for them
SISl an:! co-d men Lave semetiines Leen o5 remarsaty

RURK u( SETEER vrospered. Miracles have heen pertormed,
\\ taeh i hum fz power coulid accomniishe Wien Moses
ha.ui ao his vod ever thie red seal the wiaters were divided
and rebied awav O the rnighoand lesty so tbat the Esraetites
prosed oozl en dey ,.':'z,u‘..?. Aoctond wnd a pitlar of
i wnided the Torachiies thronh the witderness, Threo
desis, by goder of the King of Bubylon, viere tiroun in-
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te a furnace heated to that degree, that the oflicers
who threw them 1 were deetmwd by the heat: but
these Jews were tuken out the next day alive and un-
hart 5 not even a single hair of their heads being singed.
Jesus Christ by a word healed diseases. and even resiored
the dead to life. Events, naturally in the highest degree:
improbable, bave been forct')ld lmw before thew lmppev

vd, among which lhe destruetion of Jerusalem and the
.sunsequent state of the Jews may be reckoned the most
remarkabhle.

Q. What dees natural religion teach us, cencerning
the nature and attributes of God P

A. 1t teaches us, that he is self-existent and eternal.
He 1s seli-existent, otherwise he must have had a ereator,
and conscquently a superiour; hut by God we mean the
Supreme Being.  H he is self-existent, he must be eter-
nal; for it is altogether imeconceiveabdle that any being
&h(m.d hegin to exist without a cavse or creator. He«
must also possess infinite power; for ke who made all
things, and is, onr's'eqn“n.'lv the source of power, must
be .Llnnmt I3is infinite gooducss and wisdom are mani-
fested in the works of ercation and providence. He is
also omniscient and knows all things. past, present au:l.
future 3 for ke who made all things must know all things.

Q. What does reason teach us eoncerning a future
state of rewards and punishments ?

A, In this life goed men are sometimes persecuted by,
the wicked. on aecenut of their rood deeds, and left to
pine in poverty and misery 3 while the wicked are often
presperons, and have an aboadunce of t!ze goa b things off
s life, and miot i the enjorment of what they hd\o ta-
ken from the honest and virfuous by fvand and violenee.
From the justice of God we inder, that tiiere will be a fu-
ture state of existenrce, where virtue will be revwarded
and viee mmi-" o This srewient s strengtiened by
those natur hapoe, whiedo st peod men have, of astate
of Tatare happiness s and By these natoral iv"xs, of a fu-
tore state of pmnah..mat and misery, whiclh disturh the:
generadity of wicked wen,

. What dities to Gud does nataral religion teach ue
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JA. Reverence. love, and ohedienes, Woe are raun’
to reverence aud worship God, for bis infintte porfeelions .
to love and obey him, because he Eas ereated and presers -
ed us, and hecause we are dependant on him for aii that
we possess or (‘n]m.

Q). Have all nations in all ages entertain.d
worthy notions of God ?

J. Though a belief in the existence of some siprome
being or bemm, that govern the world aund econtrol events,
is and ever !na been universal, yet many nations in every
aze have been grossly ignorant of the nature of the one
fru" God and of the worshnp lie requires of his ereatures.
*ome nations, that had made great progress in the arts
and sciences, entertained absurd and shocking notions in

relizion, They cuppmed a multitude of gn‘ls and god-
desses, to which they aseribed tlie basest passions, that
ever disgraced hurman nature ; and they had no firm be-
lief of the immortality of the soul and future rewards and
punishments.

Q. Did they wership these imaginary deities ?

A. They dld and many of their ~.olemn religious cera-
monies and aets nf devotion were secenes of t!u grossest
sensuality and licentiousness.  Others were attondm with
the most savage and ecruel superstitions, and sometimes
even with hu..nm sacrifices. They alse worshipped dead
men and women, birds and beasts : inseets and reptiles,
especially the serpent: tegether with an iniinite number
of idols. made of gold, silv er, W eed and stone,

Q. What waus the sioral conduct of these idalaters 2

A. They were addicted to the most shocking and
abominallde vices; and from the testimony of cetempo-
rary heathen writers, there is abundant reason to helieve,
that the desonplmn, which St, l’mx' has given of the an-
cient pagans, is literally true. ¢ 'Phey were filled with
all unrighteousness, fornicatien, wickedness, covetousness,
uvcluunese, maliciousness, full of envy, murder, dehate,
dec.it, malignity ; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God,
deepstciul pmud, hoasters, inventors of evil things, dis-
ohedient to  parents, mthout understanding,  gavenan!
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breakers, without nataral . Bection, implaeable, vame;j-
citul.”

Q. I» not natural religion sufficient to restrain men
frcm viee and guide them to happiness ?

JA. 1t was the oninion of these, who had no other
auide, that it is net suflicient. TI'he wisest among the
heathen philesophers thougkt there were no hopes of
reforming the morals of men. unless God should send some
person, dxvme!) inspired, for that parpose. And, from
eonsidering the moral state of the world, they thouzit
a divine revelation of God's will necessary : and that
ihere was a great probahility, that sueh revelation would
“be granted.

. Were thereno wise and good men among the pa-
:;'“m Grecks aud Romans, who had better notions of reii-
gion and moraiity than the great mass of the people ?

. There were some wise, and, comparatively, good
men. wha cutertained more m*r(hv notions of God and
religion, and embraced @ hetter system of morals, than
the leat o (e world. 'lhcse'prcserved itnemselves, 1n
some degree. unpolluted from the general eorruption of
the times.  But the netions, which even these philoso-
plers entertained of God and s worship, were erroneous
and imperfeet. With r(-spw{ to the ereat and important
doctrinzs of tiie immortuiiiy of the soul, a future state of
districution of rewards and pum ~lments, they were fuli
af donht and u"xw'xf.xivi They were desirous of fiving
i a future scaie, bat m.an of "1t did nunt confidently ex-
pect it,

. Were tliese wise men & bie to reform the morals of
the pmph amoug whem they fived ?

Ao Thiey were wot. it ovin ideas of God and re-
hgion were not elear and divtiwl : and their own exam-
plu. sometimes, mstoand of enforeing their preeepts, tend-
ed ta counteract them. They w ere destitute of the sanc-
tions of veligion, the rewurds and pruishments of a future
sfate, which are the most effectuzl restraint upon the pas-
sions and vices of mankind, to euforee their doctrines.

(). Has any person ever up;w;:rtd who pretendet! te
a divine gommission ts iys.reei angd refarm mankind ?
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1. About ei Et{-'r‘: handred sears age, when there wae
] | "t'llcrdl “\i' e i c‘l ~(n " ( I\ l'lg -;)('l"‘l"iﬂ"". " l srsan
calied Jesus Christ did el naliy cmwlr. asseriinz. that
he ~ eame down iteis heaven. not 1o do his own will. bat
the will of him that ~i i 27 wiieh was, 1o - call sin-
sers o repentaace i that o whosacter believeth an him
siiozid not perhh, bui bave everlasting ™ He assert-
cd that he was the Messias. which is ealizcd Christ. of
whom Moses wrote. ‘1 bis prrson esialblished a religion,
which frem Lim is ealled the Christixn religion, and
which has been professed by grest numbers of persous
from that time down to the present.

Q. What evicence bave we, that this person was not
an unpo stor -

Ad. I we crmsw“r ti:e purity of his meral charaeter,
the nature of his relizzion. (hie miracles hie performed. the
ancient prophecics that were fulfilled in Eim. and the

prophecies which he himself uttered, we cannot suspect
i to he an Impostor.

Q. What was lis merad chs racier >

<. The most perfect the worid ever saw.  “ [le did no
sin, netther was guile found in his mouth.” Even his
encmies were compelied (o ac"vmv.'!(-d;.-;c they eould find
no fauit tn biw.  Thaugh the Jews lang sought auw aceu-
sation against him to mu:sn. hun, they eould find none ;
and llw finallv erucified L:im upon a (’l.‘.r"c of hlasphe-
my, beeause be had said. = hereafter shall ve see the h(m of
Man sit tiag ou the richi band of pover. and coming in the
clouds of he.h«m."’ Lie was not only \:,ulm it f.xul.. but
e possessed wnd practi-ed every virt Towards bhis
Father in heaven. Le expressed the uuM m:iv::l fove. the
most ervent an:l ratiohal m-\'ut'sm, ard «‘h,x‘ n(d in Lis
wihole conduet, the most absaluie resignation o Lis will.
am] obedienee to his commands.  He vas Kiod .md tender
hearted. and fuli o coimpassion to the human race.

. What was tie e mp'm’m nt oi has hile

. ‘The n(.l! I u.l'st..lt emplovment of Lis Die
was. 1o do "um fo the souls and hedies of men. He heal-
ed diseases, enred ;'ii%rmf.n'\ corrected erronrs. removed
proudices, prometed picty. justicr, eharity, peace, and
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barniosy among men 2 and finally gave his Lile 2 ras-um
for many. ¢ He died for all, that they swhich hive shouid
not. henecforth, hive upto themselves, but unto him, = he
dicd for them 277 and when m the azemes o8 death Gjon
the ecross, bis praver for his enemies was, o F;:llu:l‘, fer -
zive them, for they hnow not what they o it 45 jm-
possdbic to sup lmw wuch a persoi could e & decei er

Q@  What was the nature of iy religion -

. The most perfeet and sublime ever eftered to man-
Kindo  “i1e sublinnty of it doi-trines and the exeelienee
of 1t moral preeepts, render it slimtely superior to every
ather system of religion and anorality. And as the Au-
thor of it was Lorn of abscure parents and destiteeie of the
2l!l\'.2ll(:l_;f"‘v of wtacatien. we bedieve he spake truth when
he said, o da nothieg of wyself s but as my Father hath
tan=ht me, 1 osay these thengs, And he ihat sent me is
with me 2 the Father hati pot left me alone 5 for I do al-

wass thase things that p:s' ase him.™

({ What anracles did Christ perform =

Ao ithe healed the siek 3 cave sizht fo the Blind 2 Lear-
iz o the deal’s e power of specell o the dumb, and
even restored the dead 1o hf-. He also fed creat malti-
tudes with a small quannty of foed 1 changed water into
wine 5 commanded thie wisids and the scas, and they oliey-
o hian

Q. New do mirucles prove that Chinst was p2{ an
mmpostor @

< A miraele s anaction. or event. caperior to the
ceneral nod Kaown laws of nature @ <ad eannot he broughi
ahout withoot the Divine azeove or perussion. Clirist
wronsht viracles expressiy in conitrmation af Lis inivine
minsion and suthority 3 bt at s shsurd to sippose God
would perne miraeles 1o confirm errour and falschood.
We conelrd: thevefore be was uet a deeensor.

¢ Under what eirenmstances were these ouraeles

’{H‘I'fﬂ!‘ ae ‘} .
.. l!u\ woere ]uthnvncd oepen ¢ !.n ail e pui;..c

places s vresence of the enemess as we Al as Hilowers of
Chuist. They were often most eettieally exanined by the
dewsowho were conpeiled o admit the miracles but as-
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erihed then to the agenry of dimons. ¢ Xome of them
said, he e=~teth out devils threugh Beelzebub. tie ehief
of the devils.”>  But nething can be mare ab-mds than ty
charze Satan with working miracles, oxpressiy (o estah-
lich Lhnslluml) and u\'vrlhrms bis own kingdom.

€. What =ncient propliecies were fulfs lhl in the
birth, life and character of Christ ?

1 It vas foretold concerning Messiah. that Le <hould
come hefore the seeptre de -parted from Judah, while d.
seeontd tcmple was standing, and at (ke endd of four Lux
dredd and ninety years after ‘hc rehailding of f«*rusdlcm.
It was foretold, that he should be born oi avirzin, of the
(rihe of Judah. of the sceed of David. and in thie {own of
Bethlehem ; that he shonld perform great and besefi-ial
nracles, should be sold for thi:ty picees of silver, o
scoirged and buffetted, die a violent death, and rise a i
wihout secemng eorruption. All these and muny ether
predictions were exactly fulfilled in Chirist, and can ap-
ply to no other person that has ever lived.  We conzlude
he s the true Messizl,

Q. What ziophecics were delivered by aur Saviour ?

<. e rvp--atull\ and pdrucularls foretold fis own
aciath and the eireumstanees of it 3 that he should ke be-
traved into the hands of his enemies by Judas Iseariof,
one of Lis chosen disciples ; that the eliief priests and
serthes would condemn him to death, and deliver him to
e genizlesy to mock and scourge and erueify him ; that
Lis di. crples would all forsake him and flce, and tlat on=
of them would thrice deny him in one night. He iikewiss
foretold his own resurreetion on the third day, the future
sueeess of the gospel, and the eomplete dostraction of Je-
ruselem and the temple by the gentiles.  All these pre-
dictions, and many others w luch e uttered, have bees
exacily tulfilled.

Q. ‘What evidence have w2 that these propliceics
hiave been fultiled £

1. "Che festimony of sacred and prephane history,
Josephus. a Jewish historian. has ziven an exact and cir-
cuuiztauiiad account of the siege and destiuction of Jeru-
silem ;5 and his dezeription of that terrible caiamily ex-

-

-
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zetly eorresponds with ous SMaviour’s pmlnl ‘v. A pai-
"icu!:ir account of cther ; ophieeles 15 cond aiz-d in e
New Testament, a book bLetier anthenticated than any
other of the same antig:its

. Vikat evidenee have weo tha l-'- foets related in
the New Festamont cecnice; Liksg A l -t and hs rchwon

are true:

A. The writers of the New Tostament had the bLest
means ¢f knowing the fruth c! vwhat they relate, and
they had no inducement to deerive others

Q. How coes i anpear tiai they Lad the bost mezns
of information -

. Two of them. Mattkew and Jol», vere tle esn
slanl ComPARIGES and attzlants of Ui, duning h1~
\IRITHIT :;;3;9;-_:2:'_'-.'. ‘*x-') m’rs' preseat at the seenes lhev
deserihe, eve-wiingsses of the faets and ear-winnesses of
the diseonrs=es dl-\ uia Mark and Lueke. thouzh net

s 61 the 2pe<-
if_::. and Lal -:i*- of l..i.. ey vl {:em ad ¢ i30S v i
voeie I"'n:::m at tie transastons they rd.
caspels wers wri

aposiles. were col 4:.:;»:."«. :- < vz (-«-mp-n.,-n:
i

Ed . | ] -4
T Apesifes were wriiten Ly Luke.

»
1 hese h »Lecks, (hereiare, were vl !:'. p:-r-.q,- w06
o o4

e

o e A

‘!.“

”s

. »
1 }_1)-;.\1“' e ef whad they )cf;-'f and tGicoviore

L . . . - « . 1 . « 3

(: HOAN (’;n-.;n it o wrnear ihal ey Lad na doesmn

. Pey \'! e - ' -- ,-. i.-c.v‘, -, ... ‘:‘ e 3 e eyen- f. 1 ',! -

10 (1(‘(’ "\ ClLicis. S IRE arli’? v oo RTew Yo by i IR
' zv

A, They could wnin neither 1‘, eaxuve, prafit. nor pow-
e byt On the cont :1r}_ hev were perscented o the
relizien they professed as: nr ;m f-;kw and suticred e
most dread{:l ev 1y, vven dcath iseli 8 dierefore tney
were deeetversy they were deeeivers withaut any :u;;tur:;;:t
r .m'\c + without I‘w pum)“(t of any m::v‘m e v latever.
;";,u] nt)( G !h s0, h!l! l } (.npm I'mi to ey l'q !.....;‘.'(‘ ;1!;.!
every ¢ ‘h.mfw(' that usuaily milaences ile cordart of
uen.  And the rch'rmn they preached prohihits falselood
under the scverest pe: inlties,
). Though the writers «f the New Teatament !z;:l
means of ¢oai xecl mfsrmation, and were bone<t o 1!

.‘”‘

‘th
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Gio truthe Bow do we kuaovl that the ialhs of ihie Nesi
1esl;t:nem havz not been maternndiy ali-ied, smee they
came sut of the writers™ hasis -

A "That sseae wr'ta’ srrocrs have erept s some ma-
neserints, there cass be ua bvir o for the art nf' n"i*ni:r'
Wwis oot imested, G omeare than thirteen hundre 'd year
aiter these books woere wriiien o and cif theom lhs exia
befor primting was Kaown wers (ransenhy 2 \ut 1 a pf i :
and that some vertal dicacreement Bievesn didferent ce-
pws stioald be discoveredl 15 hy no means strasge. Sweh
disazresment s fuand i At Fent m-vrm of ancient pocts
an:l .x’ sitans. a5 well as of (e Nes Testament, No
porsen. bowever, das ever :*.t!c:::pi-c.?, or been able to
3:;'.\‘ - that any x..,‘,x tant part of these wiilinz, especiaily
any daeirine ar unps. rt.u ti iri<tor ical iaet. has been altered.
Ine -d it is nvossibis that any such alteration can have
been made = for as sosn a3 {he original wr_%iags eame out
of the h'n"i- ef their authe:r<, many eopies were mmmedi-

ztely tuken and seni (o all the diferent churches.  "Thesa
eopies wers publicly read in the religious assemblies of
the first Cliristians.  Tley were also very soon translat-
ed into many ditferent langaages, and distributed into all
parts of the kaown world.  Quotations have heen made
from different paris of tlie New Testament by o sueees-
stoit of writers, from thie enrhiest ac of the chureh down
to ilie present time. These auoiations substanti 1”\ agree
with the text of the caered w rrt.,:gs. as we now find it
Canics of the New Testament. taken in diilerent azes,
sitil remain: and these all agree o whatever s Cs“.lihi’
or impnrtzult.

Are the faets reiated] in the XNew Testament cor-

rohorated by other testimony :

. .-»l:zm of the fiets rvland by the evangelists have
heen related and admitted hv Je wish and Roman hMon«
ans 1 sueh as the star that appeared at enr Saviour's
Lirth: the journey of the wise men to Bethlehem : H(--
rod’s marder of the infants under two years old: many
particulars concerning Jobn the Baptist and Herod 3 the
cruciiixion of oqr Saviaur under Pontins Pilate 5 and the
earthinake and miraculons darhoess that attended if.
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Even many of the miracies, which Jesas himself wronght,
paxucu a Iy euring the lame and bl-nd. and casting “eul
Gevi's, have been admiited by som: of the e.zrhut and
1a0st bitter encmi»s of (.-i:llm.dnny.
Q. What evideace have we ‘hat the docirines of
Christianity are trae r
4. These dostrinss were delivered Ly our Saviewr,
A} ho. a: has been already shewn, was a teacher sent from
)l. and recarded Gy !mh men. whg were "u;ded by ti:e
Hpirii of Trath. That i is, these writers were se far under
the mfiuence of the Roirit off Truth, as to be plmev‘c‘
frem relating any lmng false, or omitting any impertant
tra h.
. What mx!cnoe Liave we, that the writers of the
f-”-.o;-w Testament ware l'lspll‘&l r
<. Thzir osn testimeny. That they were men of
truth and aj,. oved of Ged, iliere can be no doubt ; for
:Ewy wroligiit ‘miracles and uttered proplecies : and were
fowed hy their encmies to be unexeep(mnaole i their
z.m.a! characters.  These writers tell us, that Christ pro-
rised (o s2id them the Comfzn‘ter, who would guide them
‘o all truth : that on the day Pentdrmt, n ('nnfomn-
1y to this promise, the Holy € uost visibly descended upon
the apostles, anu  they were fall of the Ho!} Ghost,
snoaking as the Spirit gave them uiterance.” St Pani
A ’M(mw.. that the gzespel ke preached had nof becn receiy-
¢:lef man. but la.,zf.;nl by the revelation of Jesus Christ.
Aol as there 1s the strougest reasen to beliove, that M6
Paui and the other a'h)\lt(’s spake the trath, there ean be
1o daubl taat e all seripture is given by ispiration of
Gigd.”?
Q. Is thers any other evidenee, that the writers of the
New Testamoent vere 1 1-pncd 4
A 'The sablimity of the doetrines aud the pm'il\' and
superiour excelienee of the meral precepts oi" the gospel,
are pz(mf that they hatd a divine original. Such ampor-
tant information, and saeh just and nable ideas of God
anid religion, as tie gospel contains, ean be found 1n no
cther h\ul 'The Authonr ¢f these was. apparently. the
son of o meechanie. living in an obscure corner of the
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warkd, (1!l he eammenead the great wark of instraeting
and r:i'urmin:;m.m!:m'l Fits assistants i this wark were
a f2w uel:ttered fiskermen. s mmpossible that theso
nersons sioviid, without diviane aud, px':uhx('(, sach periect
aid u'“(»mpdmhk rules of e as those of the sosnel : so
vestly 3!31}u1101. 11 puriiy, perspreaity, and g‘_n:fml use-
inlness to ail the moral lessons of all the wisest p‘xilnso«
nhers that ever fivesl. Therefore we conelude, that these
necirines * came not by the w Hl of msn, but .lnh’ men of
f1od spake s they were move:d by the Hoiy Ghost =7

Q. ‘\ hat are the fundamental doetrines of the sospel -

. "Ciat there 1s Oias Gad of infinite power, wisdom,
jastice. and merey, who ercated, preserves, and governs
the world, whose eyes are m every placo. heholding the
evil anl the good, aad withont whose natice not a spar-
row cometh to the zround—ihat the love of him 1s the
source of all virtue—that ¢ by oiie man sin entered into
the world, and death by sin: so death passed upon ail
men for thie ail have sinned —that ¢ God sent his only
begotten Son inte the worid, that we might live throug h
hiin ;7 ¢ neither is there salvation iy any otlier ¢ fur the ;e,
1s none other name under heaven giv en amonz men where-
by we must be saved ™ —that l'l" snu! docs not die with
the bydy—that ¢ there ~.lmii he a resurreetion of the dead,
both of the just and unjuast” —that “&®ie must all appear
Let: ire the judgment seat of Uhrist, that ey ery one may
receive aceording to that he hath dune, whether it he
enod or evil '—that we shoald jove the Lord our Goid
with all cur heart, soul and miad, and our neighbours as
ours:ives, '

(. Can any argnment in faveny of the truth and di-
v m'ngm of U hllslmm"" be dravwn from the manner in
which it was propagated -
<. l.ve rapid and suecesats? propagation of the 20s-
el by the first teackers of 11, 15 pre of that they were fa-
arred with divine assistanes. "The first a-.wmhn of
Ch-istians, after our Savicur's crucifixion, consisted of
But one hundred and twenty.,  About a w cek a."-lxw.acls,
thies thousand were added in one day 3 and the nuaer

coun inereased to five thousand,  Within thirty years the

;%
.~
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gaspel was spread throughout all paris of the Rema
cinp-re, and “ven to P.rthia sud India. Al this hayp-
j ened, notwithstanding those, who preached, or pablicly
cmbraced the gospel, were harrassed and persecuted,
¢ ea unto death, with the most unrcluning cruelty. As
al: Luman means of suecess was azaimnst them, it is elear,
almost to demonstration, that txcv were favoured mih
civine assistance,

Q. VYvhat does tiie Old Testament contain r

A, That pait of the Bible ealled the Qld Testament
esitains history, poetry, moral and religious precepts, and
Prophecies, written by diflerent persons, at differeni times,
and coileeted 1nto one volume Ly the Jews.

What evidence have we, that the books of the Old
Festament were written by those persons, whose naines
tiaey bear ?

A, They have aglways been eonsidered as the »ritings
¢f thosc persons, by the whole Jewish nation, who were
¢eeply inferested in their authenticity, and bad the Lest
ricans of Kitowing the truth ¢ and no preef to the eontra-
y Las ever been produced.

;. What evidenee have we, that these books have not
Leen altered, sipee they were written r

. ‘Yhe original manuseripts were caretully preserv-
ed by the Jews for a long time. A copy of the law was
Lept in the ark, aud read publiely every seven years, at
the foast of tabernaeles 5 the law vas aleo frequently read
I every Jowish family. A copy of the five bor,ks of Mo-
s '3, 1 aken by the Samaritans, the inveterate eneniies of

the Jews, 1s still extant, and it agrees 1n cvery material
roint with the Jes wish copy. As atl the cojies ‘of the Old
Pestanient, that were in existence before the inveniion of
printing, were written with a pen, sone verbal disagrees
yen hotwveen different.copies is to be expeeted. - By com-

Larin > different manaseripts many various readings of a
Triviad kind have been dlscovexcd but seareely any of real
consequence. ‘Though the lear ned Dr. Kennicott has
eaapaied nearly seven hnndred Hebrew manuseripts, he
doos not find the alteration of a single important passage
in the CId ‘Vest.vicnt neeessary. Irom lis talents we
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derive ecertain knowledge of the agreement of the copies
of the ancient scriptnures, now extant in their original
language, with one another, and with our Bibles.

Q. “ hen was the Old T'estament transiated into
Greek?

J. About two hunired and seventy vears hefore Christ,
the Old Testament was translated into Greek. This ver-

sigh, ealled the Septuagint, agrees in every essential ar-

ticle with the present Hehrew copies. As copies of the
seriptures were dispersed into varisus parts of the world,
and translated into different languages, and as all copies
that have hitherto been disovered agree in every material
instanee, it is inzredibie that any mat:.rml alteration has
Leen made.

€. What evidence have we, that the prophetical part
of tire Gld Testament has nat been corrupted ? '

A. From the prophecies we prove that Jesus is the
Messiah. If the Jews had dared to alter any of the pro-
phecies, their implacable hatred of Christ and kis follow-
crs would, undoubtedly, have induced them to make such
alterations as would prevent our proving this faet. Al-
though our Saviour brought many heaw charges against
the seribes and pharisees, yet he never once ac cused them
of altering their sacred writings. 'T'lie Saviour of the
world, who came ¢ from the Father of truth to bear wit-
ness of the truth,” in Lis last instruetions to his disciples,
declared, ¢ all things must be fultilled which were writ-
ten in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the
psalms, conceruing me.”” By this declaration, cur Lerd
confirmed not only the genuiueness of the seriptures, but
their divine s plra(mn. He deelared they contained
propheeies, which must be fulhilied ; and Gaod alone can
cnahle men to foretel future events,

Are the historical faets related in the Old Testa-
went confirmed by the 1estimony of heathen writers ?

4. 'The ercation of the w orld, as deseribed by Moseq—
{he formation of the sun, moon and stars, and afterwards
of man—the completion of this work in six days—the des-
t uction of the world by a deluge-—the eirenmstances of
the ark and the c'*ove-u-me rite 01 ¢irenmeision~the des-

e e
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truction of Sedor by fr2, and many other faetfs, arz cv.
pressly mentiened, or plainly alleded to, 10 severai pa g
autliors of the Lighest antiquity.  Julian, the apostaie, a
very bitter cnemy of the Jews ane Christians, ackuow-
ledised there svere many persons among the Jews divinely
mspired : and that ire descended from heaven on thc
sacrifices ef Moses and Elijah.

f. Arc there no bad characters and wicked actions
recorded 1 the Qld T'estament >

J. 'I'liere are: but these are mentioned as historieal
facts and by no means approved, or proposed as examples
for imitation. The sacred books are full of very sublime
representations of God and his attribaies: and very ex-
cellent rules for tiie conduct of life, and examples of eve-
ry virtae that ean adorn human nature.

* Q. What was- tae state of the worll when these books
were written ?

<. All naiions, even the wisest and mast learned, ex-
eept ihe Jews, were gressly ignerant of God and rehigien.
Tiey were wholly given to u!o!d(n ; they were w t;r-lsm-
ping the hast of heaven, deccased men, animals and ulols,
,11,(1 indulging themselves in the most abamiunatle vices.

/. Were the Jews skilled in philesophy and the finc
arls ?

A.  In philesoohy and the fine arts they were much in-
feriour to the heathen nations s but il"ﬁ.lit v saperionr (o
the most learned and polite nations, in their knowledge of
God and every thing relating to God and religion. lhh

superiorily eannct be aceounted for, wiless 1t ht, admitied,
that they werz instructed in these thinzs by God himseif,
or by persoas com:nissioned and mapned oy him: that
they were rﬁalh‘ tavoured svith these divine revelations
reesrded in the Old Testament.

fow has the trath of the e ophecies eontained in
the Old Testan-ent been proved ?

J. By their exaet fulfilment in subse qaent ages,

Q ‘Fo what do (h ey refate ?

A. They relite to Balbylon, Edom, sgypt, Tyre and
Sidon, tn our =uvionr and the Jews.

Q.- What vas prophecied of Sabylon?
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A.  Of Babyion the prephet Jeremizih said, « Babylen
shall become heaps. a dwelling place for dragons, an
astomshment and a hissing without an mhabitant.”  This
prophecy, vikieh was uitered when that great and splen-
dia eiiy was one of the wonders of the world. Las long
cince been fuliillel. A traveller who visited Asiz Minor
about fifty vears ago. savs. % Thereis not a stone to tell
where Babylon was situated.”

€. What was the propheey relating (o Edom ?

A. T'he Eduniites were the descendants of Esau, of
whom it was said, < "T'hou shalt serve thy brether.” And
“ For thy violenee against thy brother Jacob, shame shall
cover thee, and theu shalt Le cat off ferever 3 and again,
“ T'here shall not be any remaining of the house of Fsau,
for thie Lord hath spoken it.”" “I'he Edomites were, at
different times, conquered aund made tributaries to the
Jews, who were the deseendants of Jacob, and at last,
having become incorporated with Arabs and Jews, their
name was abolished.

Q. What was the propheey concerning Egypt ?

A.  Of Egypt, once a papalous and powerful country,
the scat of leariing. wealth and magn:ficence. it waz said,
“ 1t shall be the basest of kingdoms; neither shail it
exalt itself any more above the natisns: for I will dimi-
nish them. that ey shall no more rule over the nations.”
T'his country has, for a long time. been tributary to the
T'urks. and its weal andd superstiiious inkabitants are i
a miscrabie and degraded eondition,

Q. VWhat Gl the prephet prediet concerning Tyre
and Sidon ¢

Ao Of Tyvre, “whose mereliants were then princes,
w hose traffickers the hanonrahle of the earth)? it was said,
“Pyre shali be forgntten:™ < They «hall destroy the
wodis of Tyres, and break down her towers : it shall be a
piace for the spreading of nots in the midst of the sea.”
This onee renowned commerein! eity s noy a miserahle
vitlage ! abited by a tew fish-rmen. Sidon was one of
the most anciont eities i the v orld, and once surpassed
Tyre tsoll, OCihis famaou- eity i waesand, e L will send
vestilenee and blood iute hier streets, aud the wounded
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tall be judzed 1a the midst of Lerl by the sword upsn
her on every side.™  This was aec m!.-sle-l ahen the
n.uh of the King of
il 03V N N9U-CS. .1"'1
farty thousand, with their wives sa.l chishlren, n:'r:shﬂ(: it
the fiames. Vie havbour is wow fifled with sand and ik
ancient pavemenis eovared with dit amsd rabhissh.
Q. Vhat prophecies relate to ser "-:1\1 gur 2

st ,-vi-'---‘- T R . i
L rCireu Hianitanis, upen Lw

N ) ) i
Persia with s army, s:i fisre is» i

.l (’ovwcl"x?'s«)_‘.!; HE T wis ':nai. = A virzia skt
conceve aml bezr oa son, aunl eail lis name hl'ﬂ.t‘l';:l"

— There shall be a root of Jessoo which saall stand for
an eisign of the prople: o o shall the gontiles seeX;
aud Ius rest shall !,c “lormus T — iHis h(eoihm-n. shali be
‘Ju’ wiraie of s loias aid fathfs l'lusv the girdlo oi his
reimn —+ He is despised and rejeeted of men 3 a man of
SHIraWsS and a('q:z.;;::m! vita erief—° He was wounded
for Gar trarssressions and brutsed for cur iniqﬁiu" : the
ehaziiseniont of oar prace was upon him; and with his
sirines we ar? healedT—- lie was oppre essed and he was
afficted s yet he epered 2si iis meoth—= Hoe was cut
oif ¢t of the el of the living: for the transgresston of
Gy [""m’u wits hie strickoa — They picreed my hands
an:l iy feet”— Then wilt nut suler ikinz holy cnc to
cen !r)"rl""iun.” Al these prephiesies were evidestly
fiifilled in Jesus Christ.
Q. YWhat was furctold coneerning the Jews 2
. ()fﬂie Jews it was said, - They should be removed
uito all the kingdems of Gee arth—Dheeome an astonih-
neity a plov rb. cadd .;\"‘.“ ord, among all nations whi-
ther the Lord sh.».u 3 lead 1hrm——s! umld abide many days
v’:‘..ou‘ a king. and without & priec.and without a saeri-
fice. and mllumt an image, and without an ¢phod and
teraphim.”  No deseription of the !“wa, written at the
present day. conld be a more exaet pizture of theis con-
diiion for many ages pact. than these prophetic deserip-
tions 5 espee .dh that of Muses, given more than thres
thousaud years ago.
{i. Tiow do we know that these propheetes were nat
writien after the events happened ?
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1. They were recorded in the bouolks of the Old Tesa
ment which existed long bzfore the events ocenried. T
35 tcknowledged by the Jews. the asoned encmmires of
Chirnist aid his religion, that these pru,,‘

heeirs were In
those books, exactly as we nsw find tien, wmany hundred

vears before Christ eame mnto the world.  The Jews have
made ran: uftmp(a to explain &way the proph ceies. bet

Lave never denied their auﬂ.cntwn\.

Q. Huw mav tae resoireciion 6f Christ from the dead

be considrred 2

A. The resarrection of Christ from the dead may be
consideied as - the sezal and confirmation of fus divity
avd of the truth of lns religion.”™  For Lad

¢ poal been
vibat he pretended ta be, - the Son of God,” > wiicm the

Fatker hath sanctified aad seni into the w m‘ld “that he

should Lear witness unto the truth.” i 15 iuere dible h:tt
God shozld raise kim from the dead, and by -e daing sive

~u.1che 1 ta 1mposiure, and juvoive rnlh ans of the most

irtuous of the Lumnan race in a eruel and far) defusion.
bul as he a:id aet tnally restore him ¢

LT )

1
ite. Le has set his
scal to the divimity w hieh Le ciaied, and acknowl cdzed
bim, m the most pubiic and avthoritative mu: Hner, to Lc
Eis > beleied Son in whom le 1s well picased.”™
¢. Did our Saviour ever appea! to Lis resurreetion s
a proeoi of his divine mission ?

Jd. Vihen Le cast win Loyers aod <lers et of the
Cample and the Jews rogiired of him a ~§‘:' 'h:l' E- a1
recuicus proof. that e Dbl autheriie "zt &
tiiese ibimgs. he sata 1o ';?::z:*.. ilesires g e
meaning his bm? j. soan i taree davs bt pnase
Y !-t:l thoreiore ho owo - Clcn i an e doade B

I VR S

J

. . M H LI ° v e P - N
pl{-s r:‘mcn.i,-vn-d ! e b sacd e et theie ana e o
- v - -
Cih‘\“;ll the .-z'l‘:})l:.‘;‘«

-

o ¥ . . l.. 1 . . 1 i « t ewm
cnd v ord Ui decns had <aoa.

0. What 1s o naten! anvindgen fron reviewirye c the
arcuments oo Ilrm:i' 01 v Helen -

o e b e ihe sy ieihie v of O
power ana idhcady frion the e
cleariv woong herrs nad retond

ceven ks ciernal
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as God: but bheeame vain Ia their aasinations: and
Chdn"vd the "!m‘\ of the HlL‘ht‘ﬂlpilbl(‘ vod to an :*3:&;:#
made like to fmrupnbh man, and (o birus. dnd iou--foo -
ed beasis, a~d crecving things 1 who chvszed the tith of
God into a be, and worshipped and scrved the ercwtre,
more than “he Creator, who 1s blesced Sa-pvep”

Q. Wkhat may we conclnde vein oot o the ovi-
dences of rev: "dcd relicwen ?

A, We mest cerell e J o s al! serinture is given by
inspiration of Gow . thad i s not tie i:zu"tmy of man,
for had it been 1t wouid ha o ome to novshi ivng beforz
this ttme. When we (QIlsld(‘!‘ with what /eal 'md Vig-
lence Christianity has bheen repz-ate“h attacked by argi-
ment, wit, and ridicule. anid vet has vithstood them all.
and has heen believed and e.nbraced iy the greatest 244
hest men in every age, we eannot doubit the fiterai fulfil-
ment of sur Saviour’s prediction. “Hegiven and carth shall
pass away, but my werd shaii not pass away.”

q. !!.uugn it be irue that all seripture is given by

nepuatmn of God, of what u=e 1s1t?

A, It s proﬁtalue for doctrine. for reproof, fer eor-
reetion, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be perfect, thorou"hl) furnished unto ev ery good
work ”

Q. How must it be received in order fo enjoy these
benefits ?

<. We must believe it to be the word of God, and we
must make it the rule of our life. < He that believeth,”™
so that his faith rezulates liis conduet, ¢ shall be saved :
bat he that believeth not shall be condeniped.”™






