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PSALM XLVIL S g

0D fiteth npon the throne of bis Doluiels
The Princes of the people arc gathered
together, even the people of the GGD of
Abraham ; for tue Shields of the earti;
belong niro GOD: He s greaily exaltsds

)

T what time, or npon wnat occallon,
the Plalm before us was compofed,
s peither certain, nor cafy, at this
diffance of time, to dctorming —e
" Meny have fuppolcd it co have been pen-
ned, on occalion of bringing up the Ark o
Mount 7100 —Others, “thas it lools farther.
sl 15 propoctick of the afceniion of tho ofo-
rons Mediator, alrer he had Gaifod ins works
on earth, and the fatting up his Miradony i
(.. WLJ:'U.T 13, brom
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Fro: the fentiments it contains, it might
'y be conlidered as a Plalm compofcd and
well adapred, for the congregation of Ifrael,
whcn all the tribes came to Flebron to receive
Daed, and Oy their elders to make a league
writh bty as theie chief magifirate ; and to
effabliflh o in the government, 4

Bu7, wiich, or whether either of thefe
fuppollicns hath any foiid foundation, muft
Lie Jelt 1o the learned and judicious to deter-
mine.~—Be the  primary  occaflion, of this
devout coripojiion, what it may ; 1cis beyond
atfpute, that the fubjeéls of it are interefting
apd  Important :—Bubicects well fuited to in-
fpire the church and pcoplc of Gop, at ail
times, with @ fenfe of his government and
their dtpﬂndLDCE, and of their indifpenfible
oblizations to celebrate the plories of his
puicéhoﬂs, hercin dxfpla)ea, 25 the ground
ol il conzuence and theme of their praife.

{17 2 word, 1 15 an exhortation to the peo-
ple of (GOD, to praife the Lorn, as ¢ The
Ureat Ning vier u!! the earth,” who fhould
Jubcue the peop ey their encmics nd oppreflors
unclor toem, and tle mations under ther feet:
it as that o, who fhould chagfe ther
suberidance for diead, and eltablifh tham in the
jatel podlddion aod epjoyitent of i,

Bgrecadly;

a Vi, 2 &am, £, 3, 3, 3.
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AGREEARLY, in confirmation of this their
confidence, it is faid, in the rext—"71hat GO
[itteth upon the throne of bis bolmefi s The
Frinces of the people are gathered together,
even the people of the GOD of Abraham ;
forthe Shields of the earth belong unto GO :
Ie 15 greatly exalted.

In thefe words, we have a firiking repre-
fentation,—a lively portrait of the happy ftare
of a people, or naticn, in covenant with Gob,
and favcured with his proteétion and fmile:
of a people eftablified in the enjoyment of
the bleflings of a cimil govermment, whofe
conftitution is founded in principles of liberty
and equity, whefe laws are acminiftred with
juftice and righteoulnefs, and whoie end is
the glory of Gop, in the good ot markind,
The Great GOD, as the fovercign, the fu-
preme ruler, ftting on the throne of bis holis
nefs, with all the powers of government,
originally and ultimately, vefted in himlcit,
and exercifed by him, agreeable to the cternal
Jaws of righteoulnefs and equity.—The Prin-
ces of the people, their leaders, or delipates,
are gathered together, from all parts of the -
jand, in the name of their conftituents, and
nnder the dire®ion and influence of their
fuopreme ruler and fovereign, to confult the
public weal, to ena& laws and to tranfz& the
oreat affairs of the nation and of government,
The people, the body of the nation, are there
introduced, as The people of the GOD ¢f

Abraban,



Asrabam, in covenant with him, and devout
1y acknowledging their fealty to him, as their
iovereign, and their decpendence upon him
and his blefling, both for counfel and de-
fence.  And in ﬁnc that nothing might be
wanting to compleat the view, we have The
Shiclds of the earth, reprefenting both the
powers of government and the perfons vefted
with them, exhibited, as belonging to GOD,
rcligioufly devoted to his {ervice and glory,
or under his dirc&ion and controul, to carry
xo cffect the purpofes of his benevolence and
wildom for the good of bis people, or the
defigns of his juftice ar d righteoufnels in the
government cf the world—The whole i::
intended to how—¢ That m wagrittracy, or eivi
governmen:, 15 of divine inflitution—*Tha:

ihe ond cf it is the good of the poverned--

a3 hat, as el power and all authority arc
aerived frem him, the glory of all fhould
redouond to his name ; tothe end, that GOD,
vlio fitters onthe throne might be greatl:
g

llil'hl‘.‘l;rira

Tiat Gopn, who created and preferves,
of richt, deth govern the world, 1s a trath,
which the lizht of nature teaches, which
revelation contirms, and a truth, which tl'lc:
common fenfe of mankind in all aces, conce

0 ¢itablifh,

Tt the power, auth cnry and fovereign-

}
Fy of Goo are ablolore ..J“.u uncentroulabs

[rll[h ]., s ". l(t ‘h.iui{" i O {;]L IWTC\,CC“
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THe facred feriptures are far from being
jilent, or doubtful, upon a fubje& fo funda-
mental, fo important. We frequently find all
the powers of moral government, in the
higheft fenfe, folemnly aflumed by Gob, or
devoutly - alcribed unto  him, in the divine
oracles. Idence Gop is introduced by the
holy prophet, as faying, [ am theLorp,and
there is none elfe ; there is no GoD befides
me. I form the light and create darknefs
[ make peace and create evil : [ the LorD do
all thefe things.” 2 *“ [ will work, and who
fhall let it ?” b—And to fhow the vanity of
oppugnation to his government or aathority,
it 1s 2dded,—* Let the potfherd ftrive with
the potfherds of the earth: But wo to him
that ftriveth with his maker” ¢

AND what Gop hath thus joftly affimed,
5 aevoutly aferibed to him by his faints and

neople ; and frequently mentioned as the
ctound -of their confidence, a5 well as the

cafon of toelr fubmiflion.—At all times,
ved, even in times of perplexity and darknefs,
i was the fanguage of Gop’s pecplc-—-“'fh:::

LoD reigncth, lct the earth rejoice” d—

"1LieLoRD is our judge, theLorD is cur law-
twery the Lok p s our king 5 He wiin fave
' ’ ‘ : } ) NN TP S t': ~
S I'}O;.y Dazid OD{GHTS, that v e sing-

D

it s the Lor p's, and be is Jovernor amorg

wC pations.” f and to acd no more, i
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(aid—That **'The Lorp fitteth King for:
ever ' a And, that ¢ His Kingdom ruleth
over all.” b -

In this light confidered, the Deity is to be
acknowledged, as that Gob, whofc powe:

and authority arc {upreme, wniverfal and un.
controulable.

IT is not, however, authority or powe
alone, that forms the charader, or gives an
1dea of the grear moral governor of the uni:
verfe ; but this power, and this authority, 25
tempered with wifdom, goodnefs, juftice,
truth, faithtuloefs, and other moral perfed:-
ons neceffary to a government founded in
equity, excrcifed in righteoufnefs, glorious to
himfelf and a blefling to his creatures,

It would have been cafy to an infinitc
being, to have carried 1o effeét the purpoics
of his government, by the influences ot his
{pirit, or the word of his power ; bur, for
wife rcafons, the fupreme Ruler hath bee
pleafed to employ angels and men, as mini
jters in his kingdom ; and to render even
fccond caufcs fubfervient to the preat deligns
of bis wildom, jufticc and goodnefs, in tic
ecvernment of the world. |

For the glory of Gob, and the prelcri-
tion of order and communication of happine®
i
¢ Plal, 2¢, 30, 6 102, 19,
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+ is both natural and rational to {uppofe, that
gm*crnmcnl: fubfifts among mtelhgem beings,
of whatever rank, or dagrce in creation,

TH1s conjettureis the more probable, with
regard to the heavenly hoﬂs, and thofe bright
intelligencies, who inhabit the celeftial abodes,
and are favoured with the nearelt approaches
unto Gob, from the account the facred ora-
cles have given ; of the various names, orders
and deprees fubf{iltingamong them ; as Angels,
Arch-angels, Thrones, Domimons, Principalz-
;s and LPowers, a

SoMETHING of this kind, allo, would,
undoubtedly, have been advantageous, if not
neceflary, 1o have perfedted the felicity of
mankind, had they continued in a ttate of
ynnoscnce and retitude : And for the order,
harmony and happinefs of fociety and the
world, it is reafonable to fuppole, that rule
and povernment would have taken place
among mcn, however virtous, benevolent,
ci jult,

Tue ftill greater importance of fuch an
aftitution to . the peace, liberty, fafety and
happinefs of individuals, of fociery and the
world ot mankind, f{ince fin, lult, pafiion,
tmiperfeétion and every evil work have been
introduced, needs neither time to confider,
[10F afgumeEnts Lo [rove,

VWere
s Col, 1. 16,
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WeRrE there no civil government, jaws,
magiftracy, nor Shields of the earth, for the
prefervation of peace,the guard of liberty, the
prote&tion of property and the defence of
life, it is ealy to fee, and, without a Ipirit of
prophefy, to foretell, what the event muft
be :—that anarchy, confufion, blood and
flaughter, wafte and deftru@ion, would foon
take place in the carth.—The weak would
be devoured by the {trong, the innocent, like
righteons Abel, would become an cafy prey
to the vicious, abandoned and ambitious ;—
and the longeft {word muft quickly determine
the fate of mankind. | ~

HencE it appears, I had almoft faid, to 4
demonftration, that, under Gop, the fupreme
raler, this wife inftitution of civil government,
this richeft of temporal bleflings 1o mankind,
tak:cs its rife from Necefity,

IT is true, realon teaches the propriety,
convenience points out the advantages, and all
the focial affctions concur to urge the im-
portance of civil government. But however
engaging or interelting thefe arguments might
appear, to the wife, the benevolent, or judi-
cious, they would be, at' beft, bur a feeble
funport to the peace and order of fociciy,~—
would never have availed to eftablith govera-
ment, over the lawlefs lults of vicious, afpi-
sing, or bleod-thirfly men.—Tt is Necelots,
Socddho alne, which combines men o

| {ocicty
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{fociety, and ‘gives rife to civil government]
And tad not mankind b:en (ffetually cons
vinced of this nec:/ﬁty, and _taupght to realize
that there was no hving without it, itis very
much a doubt, whether ever fuch an inftitue
tion would have taken place in the woild,

Tnis Necz(lity, in a great meafure at leafy,
is founded in and takes rif- from the lufls, the
co:ruptions and vices of mankind,

"T'1s not indeed pretended, that afy ene
man, or any number of men, have any natural
rizht of {uperiarity,or inherent claim of domie
nion, cr governmental authority over any othier
man, or body of men.—All men, by nature,
are free, equal and tndependent, in this niuer.,
It is in compalt—=in compal? alone, th.r ail
juit government is founded.

Tue firft fteps, in entering into {ociesy and
toward the eftablifhment of civil gover -ment
among a people, Is the forming, agreeine to,
and ratifying an original compaét, for the regu-
Jation of the State, defcribing and determiining
the mode, departments. and powers of govern

ment, and the rights, privilcges and duties of
the fubjells,

Tuis fhould-be done by the whole body
of the people ; or by princes, leaders, or dele
gates, by their choice, appoimiment, of cone
fent,. ) |

vl o e -
N

3 qn1s

e ™
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. Turs right in the people, whether emes®
ging from a ftate of nature, or the yoke of
eppreflion, 1s an unalienable right—a right
which cannot be given up by a people, even
though ever {fo mach inclined to {ell or {acria
fice it—Yca, {hould a people be fo loft to
themfelves, as, upon any confideration, to give
it up, it may jultly be re-claimed, at leaft by
the next generation, who cannot be fuppofed
to be deprived of sheir birth-right, becaufe
their progenitors, like L&/as, defpiied and pars
-zed with theirs,

Wairr the foctal compad? {ubfifls,the whole

ftate, and all its members, are bound by it :—
o facred regard ought to be paid to it, No
ynan, order, or body of men, in the ftate, have
any right, power,or authority, to alter, change,
or violate the focial cornpa&. Nor can ary
change, alteration, or amendment, be lawful-
ly introduced, but by common confent,  Any

and every attempt of this kind, endangers the
- whole.

IT remains, however, with the communie
- 1y, flate, or nation, as a public, paltticas boay,
at any time, at pleafure, to change, alter, or
even totally diflolve the conflitution, and re-

turn to a ftate of natare, or to form anew, a8
- to them fhall fcem meet,

Tuese principles admitted, it ie evicent
that ne man, or bedy of men, hewever wife,
' . - grgid
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graat or good ;—no flate; nation, er power
on earth, ha.h any right to make or impofe a
conflitution of government upon another fRate
or nation ¢ Such a conftitution, however free,
is a mark of dependence, a ﬁadn‘e of ﬂwery,
the mof} diffant thovght of which, the high
ipicit of a free people would jultly defpite,

EQUALITY and INDEPENDENCE are
the suft claim, the indejeafible birtb-riyhe oﬁ
men :—In a ftate of nature, as individuals ;
{ociety, as ftates or mations.—Nothing fhor'_t
of thefe ever did, or ever will fatisty a man or
& people, truly free, truly brave. )

‘TRUE it is, a conquered nation is obliged
to fubmit to the terms, the laws, the conquer-
or is pleafed to ampofe : Bat thi: being matter
of cempuifion and not uf choice, alters not
the right, Theclaim ta liberty and Indepen:-
dence remains the fame.  ‘When opportunity
offers, and power is attained, it is, beyond dif-
pute, the duty, as well as right, of fuch a pea-
ple, of fuch a nation, to affert their native /1=
perty, to theke off the fyrant’s yoke, to main-
tain their equality and independence anong
the nations ; and cither refume their formes,
or eftablith a new conftitution of government,
4. they fhall judge beft, *

Uron the whole, this is a right, the vicla-
tion or in‘ringement of which, upon any cone
fideration whatever; no man can jutify upon

B2 the
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the nrinciples of reafon, the 1iws of nature, op
rules of equity.— LEven Gop h'mfelf; the fya
preme roler of the world, whofe government
3s ablolute and uncontroulable, bath ever paid
8 facred atention to this tmportant right hath
ever patronifed this Jaterefling ciaim in the
{ons of men,

Ture only conftitution of civil government
that can plead its origin, as immediately from
heaven, 15, The 1heocracy o, the Hebrews. But
even this form of ¢ covernment, though diélated
by snfinste wifdom, and wrote with the finger
o/ Gop, was luid before his people for theie
confidera 1on, and rattfied, introduced and ¢e
ftablithed by their common confent,

WuaT form of government will anfiwer
the beft purpofes to fociety, and moft effeCtus
ally difplay the glory of the fupreme Ruler, in
the good of mankind, 1s a queftion truly delie
cate and | Inpoiiant ; and 2 queﬂ“mn which;in
the hand ot a majierdy politician, might admn
‘of a difcuflion both interefting and entertain-
ing., Butas neither time, nor capacity, will
permit me to enter largely into {o high and
‘critical a fubject ; it (hall fufﬁce to obferve,~

TaaTalittle acquaintancc with the world
and the hiftory ¢f mankind, in the feveral a-
ges pﬂ’t will clearly decide, that no one cone
ftitu'ion, or form of civil government, can be

i’upoold to be equally adapted to anfwer th[t)z
be
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beft purpofes of fuch an inftitution; in every
fociety, nation or flate,

THAT in the rife and progrefs of fociety,
different modes of government have been a-
dopted and introduced, at different flages and
fucceffive perinds, cannot be doubted.—And
whether there hath not been, in many inftan=
ces, at leatt, a gradation in the modes of go-
vernment, keeping pace with the progrefs of
{ocicty, in the leveral ages of the world, fimi-
Jar to that gradation; wkich is eafily obferved
in the feveral fages and periods of human.life;
is a quefiion, with all deference, {fubmitted to
the candor and judgment of this refpeétable .

aflembly,

At firft fight, indeed, this circumitance
may not have been obferved ; nor can it be
faid to have been the cafe, without many ex-
ceptions,  But, inan attentive review of the
hiftory of mankind, have . we not fcen, 1n va-
rious inftances, a people emerging from a ftate
of nature, and perhaps obicurity, with all the
Tife, vigor, heat and zeal, as:well as undifgui-
fed fimplicity of youth, entering jato fociety ;
and their pulfe beating high for fiberty, form-
ing the focsal compalt upon.principles of free<
dom, and eftablithing a conftitution puresy poe
puiar—A form of civil government, in which
every man confiders himielf a part of the au
thority, having a right to give his voice upon
every law, meafure, or public act of the fate

| ¥
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Tn a fucceeding ftage, have we not feen a
lptoplc perhaps the famc by gradual altera-
tions and improvements, or by fome thorough
zeform or revolution, like man arrived at ma-
ture ape, for wnfdom firmnefs and ftrength,
eftablithing frue u'éerry and @ jettled civis ge-
vernment, upon the more permanent ba/'s of a
¥FREE COMMONWEALTH.? And under
this happy form, flourithing for ages, and in
the unmolefted emjoyment of the fweets of
freedcm and the bleflings of government, ri»
fing to the height of ftrength and dignity,
‘profperity and glory 2

Morrovir, Have we not {een, at fome
diftant period, this fame fociety, flate or na-
tion, like man paffed the meridian of life, and
beginning to feel the infirmities of age ap-
“proaching, by infinvating corruptions, by the
anfluence of parties, the malevolence of fac-
tions, and frequent diforders, warned of its
- danger, and reduced to t*hc-ncccﬁ"lty of ftrength-
ening thebands of {aciety, and the powers of
government, by 2 monarchial confticution;;
~and putting the reins into the hands of a fo-
- vereign, ‘with certain limitations, to guard, ae

much as may be, the liberty of the fubje& and
freedom of the ﬁatc ¢

Ix fine ;——Have we not {een, in the clofing
period, the {ame fociety, ftate, or nation, like
snan, in the deciine of life, bowed with the

wndirmities of age and time, the conftitution
| - | broken ;
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broken ; the fpirit of virtue, wifdom, liberty
and firmnefs gone; the pofitical body, filled
with vicions humours, attacked by painful
difeafes, rack’d with malignant diforders,
which furpafs the political phyfician’s fkill to
heal or remedy ? In a word, cenvulfed to the
very foundations, by internal eppreflions and,
vinlences, by pablic tumults and commotions ;
and divided and rent by the furious factions
of wicked, defigning, artfal and ambitious
men, tending to and ending in biood-ibed,
Baugbter and csvil wars, which nothing but
the hand and {word of abfolute power could:
reftrain, quict or controul—and thus prepared:
to be an ealy prey to the daring tyrant,

whofe hand could feize, whofe {word cou'd
fecue it ! |

IT is not, 1ndeed, pretended, that this hath.
been ftatedly or literally the cafe, with nations
that have entered into fociety, and eftablithed
civil government 1n the world.—But whether,
in the rife and progrefs of fociety, and. the
modes of government which have been adopt=
ed by mankind, fomething of this kind hath
not appeared, in various inftances? And whe-
ther this, or fome fimilar gradation in the con-
ftitutions of government,at the feveral periods
and ftages ol {octety, are not natural and pe-
ceffary, rational and juit ; and, upon the whole,
for the beft,—is humbly {uhmitted to the
tearned, the wile and judicious to coniider,

B ] el o gy gl

Cxrralg,
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=

Crxrain itis, thatas different focietish
and (tutes-may require different modes of gos
vernment.; {o the fame focictics or .nations
may require different conflitutions, at diftin@
and diftant pcriods and ftages of their exifte
ence,

Wnrwn Brutus the Elder greatly dared te
attempt a radical revolution from an erbitra-
wy toa free government, by the expulfion of
the Tarquins, and the eftablithment of a.coma
smonwealth at Rome ; the virtue of his fellow-
citizens, feconded and fupported hims And
the glorious plan was carried to effe@ to the

3 ‘pexpreflible joy of every friend to liberty, to
1 s country and. the rights of mankind,—But
w 'hen, from the {ame patriotic principles, Bras
21 's the Younger, by the death of fulius Cat
fa; 7, deveral ages afterwards, nobly attempted
the ¢ deliverance of his country from the fhac-
kles * of tyranny, and the oppreffor’s yoke 5 and
to 1 re-cftablith a free government ; the virtue
of | bis fellow-citizens failed him ; and Romvs
was enflaved, never—-mever toenjoy the blefs
fings of liberty or a jree government more !
And this was her choice [—otherwife fhe
wouli 1 have roufed, feconded and fupported
the ar ms and actempts of fo taithful a friend
and fo valiant an Aero, in the glorious caufe of
frecdotnand his country, |

Upor the whole, the propriety of impro-
pricty of this or that conftitution or mode of
| govcmmt_:m;.

| -l-__- et byl gy o e o ey
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fo"ei"rmmr, for this people or another, d&-

rends upon a variety of circumftances ; fuck
as charaéter, {i (ityation, manners, cuﬂoms, trade,

connedtions, &c.—of which the people, are,
or, moft certainly,ought to be the belt, it nnt
the only competent judges.—And happy is
that people, who, having the opportuniry,
have wifdom to difcern and virtee to purfu=
their true intereft, in 2 matfer of fo inters®-

ing & nature, and fuch lafting imnortance.

MYSTERIES In “government, ficrets of
Fate~—thole Arcana Imperu, by which the
artful and ambitious have inllaved the grest-
er part of mankind, are totaily ab"mr ent to
il principles of liberty, And patvraliy tcﬁ‘
'O fap the fourdations of civil gnveramers,

oA iree commonweslih,

A people have an nualienalle r'ir'ht to
ynow the confiitution tht.y enjay, the
vernment they are vnder, the laws tl*cy 2o
‘chielt 10, and what s ruﬂ‘y cxzeftéd and
roc tired ©f taom as fudjeds,

’! '3|

*

MNEXT tO '% sod conltitutich, "‘.:E'&o cs
IL-: ‘(l ) ﬂf f :.:'3"::3 hu ‘“"nL [r.’p«.. .

iz peonte—A; f';.. 5 ﬁﬁ 'id be 1*‘ rc

“1'1"“ r“rl . i u'-"\r‘ﬂ{] Ly > ?;}-- ¢ -n! '!-: N
l‘\)?‘w“ h_‘r.: é lr‘i{,;; N i-‘u .4‘;3 I'.:l_,.ﬂ.‘ ‘3 r?
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fountain, and even grow ont of 12, as the tree
from thcroot, or the branches from the ftock,

I is alfo neceflary to the well-being of
{ociety, that laws be adapted to the ftate and
ncceflities of a pcople, and to the circumftan-
ces and exzigencies of the comsunity.

It is of no {mall importance to the liber-
2y of the fubje®, as well as the fupport of
governmental authority, in a free common-
wealth, that laws be as few in number, and
as plain, concife and expreflive, in their form,
as poflible,

IT hath been often faid, *The more laws,
the lefs government.’—The inftitutions of
Lycurgus, the great founder of civil govern-
ment in Sparta, and the laws ot Solon, the
wile lawgiver of the Athenians, under the
happy irflucnee of which thofe ftates, from
fmall beginnings, refe to the heighth of
firength and glory, were tew, plain, concils
znd expreflive,

Warw laws become numerous, or volus
eunous, 1t indicates the decline of virtue, the
veaknels of government and increafe of
vice—For laws, taking 1ife from neceflitys
hold up to view the vices, or crimes, the?
are intended 1o fupprefs, as the eafon of
their exiftence.~Several ages pafedyin the
sepublick of Rewe, before any law exifled

for
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for the punifament of a Parricide ; evident-
ly taking for granted, cither, that this crime
had never been thought of, or that it was of
{fo atrocious a nature, that no Reman.could
be fo debafed as ever to commit it.

I only add, that to render laws effectual,
to the purpofes of their exiftence, it hath ever
been the care of the wifeft legiflators, cipe-

cially in free flates, to have fuch penaltics
annexcd as are, not only apportioned to the
malignity, but, as ncar as poflible, expreflive
of the nature, of the crimes they are intend-
ed to punifh, or {upprels. 4

BuT laws, however good in themfeives,
or wifely adapted to the ftate and neceffities
of a pcople, can be of but little advantage,
anlefs duly obferved and carried to effed.
Hence the neceflizy of appointing certain
serfons to be rulers, of invefting them with
power and cloathing them with authority, to

adminifter government, and carry the laws
nto exccution, CIvIL

@ Wh:ther the multiplying fanguinarv Iaws and capital
punifhmens, in a flate, can be juftifizd upon the pria-
ciples of equity, or even found policy, is a queftiop
not asworthy the attention of wife lepifjators.—~And
whether punifthing certain  ofienders, with lofi ot li-
perty, and Bard labeur, ot the oar, or elfewhere, in
fome places of public refort, where thry might be
B2ld up to view, as /peflacler of juBlice in terrerem, fo:
a certain term of years, or for life, accordieg to 1he
gature of their crimes, would not anfwer the ends of
governmept & the purpofes of civil fociety, better than

even an ignominious death ; i alfo, humbly fubr.iiced,
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CiviL govanment, duly eftablithed and
sraenized, is fitly compared to a Shield, asit.
.5 inflituted for the defence and prote&tion
of the fubje@s and the ftate. And hence
sulers and magiﬂratcs,* being vefted and in-
trafted with the powers of government, are,
with great pmprlety termed Shields of the
frun, in the -words of our text.—And as the
powers of government give exiftence to the

1ules, to the megiftrate : So it is with rulers
and maglﬁrates {0 give life to the conﬂ:tunon
2nd energy to ihe faws, by a faithful admxn
ﬁrauon. -

Goop and faithful rulers are raifed abovs
their brethrcn, to ‘places of honour, truft ‘and
authority, rot for themlelves, but for the
pe onle, and the good of fociety. "They are
introfted with feveral powers of government,
éf 2t individuals may be proteted and defen-
ded in their life, liberty, property and fights—
that the intcroal peace and order of fociety
might be prefcrved and that * the external
detence, of the whole againft the encroach-
mcnts, violence, aﬁaults, or invafions of enc-
niics, or cppreflors, might cffectually be pro:
\1dCd IGF, . O

I this way, wile and  faithful rulers are
Shields to the ftate,"and Shields of 1he earth;
as by this bappy inftitution, under their admi-
piftration, the wifdom md frength of the
whole faz, may, at any time, be collected i

| - ‘ | dff\.ﬁ
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defence of the public, or ¢ of any part of the
community, as occafion may require. And
thus every member is engaged for the peace,
fafety and defence of the, flate ; and the
whole for the peace, fafety ahd: prote&mn of
every member : For thele obligations ar
mutual and qually facred and bmdmg

IN this light confidered, rulers, by acce'
ing 2 feat or an office in government, are
fitly faid to pledge thcmfclves, their faith and
facted honour, and that' in ‘the moft folemn
manner, to the people for their fidelity : and
tg them are they accountable,

BuT there is another argument, of yet
higher importance, fuggefted ‘in our text,
which demands the “attention of rulers of

whatever ftation ; and may not be paflcd
over in ﬁlcncc. |

It is fald in the words before us,— ths
Shields.of tlu' earth 6elang unto GOD,

CiviL government, as hath been faid, is
of ‘divirie inflitution. Gob, as Supreme, /s / -
tcth on the throne of his bolmzﬁ. All power,
rule, or authority is derived from Gop. In
:he government of {ociety, ftates and nations,
men are employed to -carry his purpofes of
wifdom and goodnefs to effet. And hence
civil rulers aze fitly ftiled —"" the rainifters of

(GoD."

*I"
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Gop "~ & And in the languague of thy
text, it may be faid, they belong unto GOD,
in a pecuiiar manner, and in various refpeds,

'"T'1s Gop, by his fpirit and providence,
who qualifies, railcth up and calls them forth
to pubhck view, in places of honour, truft and
importanee, in the various departments of
government.~~Men indeced, may a& frecly
in all their elections and appointments.—But
after all, a divine agency attends them ;— An
all- fuperintending providence is religioufly to
be acknowledged.---*¢ the lot” faith the wife
man--- ‘‘ the lotis caftinto the Jap : But the
whole difpofing thereof, is of the Lorp.” &
And in terms yet more nervous and expreffive,
the Plalmilt tells us, that “promotion cometh
ncither trom the esft, nor from the weft, nor
from the {outh : But Gob is the judge. He

puttcthdown one, and fctteth up another.” ¢

Civiv rulers belong umto GOD, as itis his
power with which they are vefted, in his name
that they a&, and by his authority that they
adminifter government and difcharge the duties
of their {everal offices and departments, whe-
ahcr as fupreme or fubordinate,

Civiv rulers belong unto GOD, as he hath
explicitly direétedthens upon what principles,
in what manner, and with what views they are
to a&t in ofhice and adminifter government.—

1 hat
& ﬂﬁ.’ﬁ'; I=aj oy : i; PF‘?{ 16_; 3;: £ P&]E 75 6';
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That they- are to fear GOD—hate covetonfe
siefs —={bake their bands- from bribes—to judge
ﬂ*r:gbrtauﬂy——to be no refpedlors of perfons in
Judgment ~not to be afraid of the face of man ;

but always to realize, that the Judgmem T,
GOD's. 4

Ctvir rulers, the Shiclds of the earth, belong
amto the LORD), 2s the end of their ad-
miniftration is the glory of Gop, and that be
:night be greatly exalted, in the good of man-
kind.—Hence the apoftle—Ide is ti:6 minyfler

of GOD t9 thee for gaod. b

IN fine ; civil rulers. the Shieids of the
tarth, belong unto GOD, as they are under
his immediate infpeétion, as they are account.
able to him for the whole of their coniud,
n this chara&er, and as their reward 15 with
him, * Gop flandeth,” fzith the plalmift “ in
the congregation of the mighty : He judgeth
among the Gops."” ¢

DezrLy penctrated with a fenfe of theim-
portance of thele confiderations, a good rulee
hath the moft engaging, as well as awakening,
motives, to a faith‘ul difcharge ot duty, and
the moft {ubltantial arguments to fuppert him,
ander the weight and care of government.

I1 is, indeed, readily admitted, that rulers,
ia devoting their time, talents and capacities

t0
s Dot X, 17. ke, b Rep 72 4 ¢ Pld 12, 7,
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50 the fetvice of the public; have a fult ¢laif
to refpe& and {upport; and, in an uprighs |
“difcharge of their truft, they bave a right, not
‘only to a pecuniary reward, in proportien to
the dignity. of their ftations;.and importance
of their fervices ; but alfo to the grateful ae-
ceptance and chearful approbatlon of an obli-
ged people.” And it 15 very happy indeed, for
both rulers and people, when it may. be truly
faid of perfons in authority, as of Mordecas,
of old—that © they arc great among their
fcllow ciiizens, and accepted of the multitude
of their brethren, feeking the wealth of thet
;_pr:oPle, and fpeaking peace to all thei'r feed."

Bur fhouid faithful rulers fall of (o juft, s
well as pleafing, a return, as hath fomcnmrs
been the cafe, they are not without fupporl‘
encouragement, Or reward

Tz fear. of Gov, the fentiments of religi-
on, the approbation of their own minds, the
accepranee of their judge and the rewards of
his kingdem, are fufficient to fupport. them
under every weight, and to excite them to
fidelity and perfeverance, under every difcou-
regement.—Neither the frowns of the. great,
nor the flatteries of the: multitude ;nor yer,
the more plecfing charms of ﬁzm Promoiisily

will ever be permitted to influence the -mea-
fures, of dire& the condu@ of the fazfuf*:l
ruler, afting under theinflnence of thofe cxals

mi

-4 .F:e"?: Ia’_! ?;l'
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ted fentiments, which' religion infpires. - But,
realizing what he owes to Gop, and what his

country may ]uﬁlywrcqmrc, he is faithful to
the ‘one, and trde~to the other, even. though
t:hc @/imc ﬁIB @ of the /ﬂ,’:amam lhou!d be -

AU (X . his.

4°46"The Dﬂrg{[m mikes a'great. figure in nﬂ the Gréck
\h\ﬂnry, -and. occurs frequently jin thas of the Arheni-
@13, among whom.it is gencral]y fuppofed to have hed
""5ts rife.-~This peealiar lavi was originaily dcﬁgm:d a¥
* d4gaard to liberty.; thonph fometimes abufell, to rthe
-purpofes of lcentioufnefs and factica, ¢ By this law.
_men, emisént, 10 fuch a degree, as.to thieaten thd
“S-ate with! dabger, ‘Were baaithed for-ten yéart- —The
method in which lhey prcceeded to infliCt the@ffrac'/is
was this : Evety citizen took 8 piece of bioken pot o
fhell, on’ whiah hating wrote the: hame cf thc perfon
' hic would haye bamﬂled, ke carried it 104 certain placs
"of the forum, which was inclofed with v3ils ; then the
ynagiftrates began‘to couat the nodber of the fhells 5
for if they were lefs than fix thoufard, the vors did.
not ‘take place ;3 but “if they furpziTed that nudsber,
‘_' they laid every name apait, ‘altd the’ ‘ilan ! oe rRine
“was found on the greatéﬁ nhm’hc‘r of ﬁn Hs wras’ ot
courfe exiled for ten years.” ¢

"This law i‘p-aks a people jealous nf therr 1ib: rly o
"an ex-reme,=—For;- however well inteaded ; yet, thiough
“the craft of rivals’ia’ power, or the mﬁ:\musn:ﬁ of
rhm‘bltiﬂu! and populir mén, this pum!hment lomcttmn
“fell'uped the worthielt charaders in the Rate, " Arif-
¢ides by the wifdom of  his councils, ‘the firmuefs cf
~hi§ eourage "and the infl:xibility ¢f h’s inteprity,*at
“home, abroad, in peace and wer, had preved himfe
“anillufirious patriot acqmrcd I.h' Hrname of 15¢ sull,
-and ‘obtaiaed the charadtsr of the mott mnrthy abd
virtnous of . the Atheniars. —But thefe viry ‘v'rives
and' this-high’ regatation, were ar fully improved, by
his rival Themiftocles, as argn venis againt bim, acd
10 prove him a man dwgerm: (o the ftate, « It way
" feem Qtrange ('ny the writers of the uatverlal hifto’ %)
“that Themiflorles eonld raijz the populse refsatment
szvinft a mas amisble from praceable virtues 3 yerk:
| ch:.!l:cd it by c.‘ui;g I m Yo whifarsd ubro-, 2t

Ar. ﬁid 4]
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Lis lot, and the fate of the noble Ttriclt‘.f hxﬂ

reward, «

Conscrous integrity is a folid fupport,—
A fupport, which the world can neither give
nor take away.—Like Cato, the virtuous
roman Senalor, ¢ to have done his duty,”—to
have aoproved himlelf to that Gop, who fit-
tetly on the threne of bis bolinefs, is more to
the pood rules, the true “Patriot, than the
approbation or applaufe of united worlds,
With a ferenity of mind, which no words

can

Ariftidss having affumed the name of juf, and :&iug
{requently as ap uingire brtween contenc og parties,had
infenlbly eredted a monarchy, chough ‘withou. pomp
or puards..—On a (udden, apd wien it was leaft exe
peiled, citizenz and counreymen fl :cked to the foruw
and demanded the offracifin —When the magilitraie]
figuifizd to him, thas \B. ofrezifiz f211 upoun him, be
rstired modeltly our of th: forum, and av he went

out, he lified up his eves ¢o acaven, sod (aid, I be-
[i:f:b the Gods, ihgr t3¢ Athaniass way neger fes that
day, whicb /b..:.’t’jar:: th203 to remwensber Andtides |71

Vhat au exaliedipinit ! Whae Ler ic sentiments!
What a divinz cxand.e =T i3 the g03d raler—ihe
irue Patrisi~-nzither the inoratitude of b's fellow
i:izins, nor titc unjef ﬁmnly of his owa ciuzl fatr,
coald reinove s i.ve from his country, of prevent
his prayers for th: b flisg af heayea upon an u.:grate-
ful peaple vro, for his faithiul (ervices, had Ju{t ex"
clu re.; him the rigats of fcciety, and drove him inte

«(hezeot.
? vid, wavechal Bovol, 4, p. 377, 578, &e

& Pericler, alter many and emioent feivices yradered
to the fiats, in the courle of 2 long and fathiul ad-
minifivation, was eojufty, as wall as irjudicicusty,
ditmillsd, difgraced aud fined by the Atfenians ; and
this at a uwme whe his prefeuce, crunctl, and diredis
OR ‘yer: merg kezded than ever. Ibid. po 444
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aan exprefs, fuch a ruler moft chearfully leaves
it with heaven to eftimate his ﬁwhty and
apportion the -reward. His only rcqueft is
that of pious Nebemiah, the faithful gover-
nour of 7udea,—** Think upon me, O my

Gop, for good, accordmg to all that I have
done for this people.”

ANoTHER thing neceflary to the ends of
olvi} government, and to render ita blefling
to- fu)jc®s and a Shieid to the flate, is the
aoncurrence of the people, with their rulers,
in their faithful cadeavours and unremitting
excrtions, for internal peace and cxtcrnal de-
fence.

A facred regard to the conflitution, a cheer-
ful obedicnce to the laws, and a reverend
{ubmiffion to the authority of thofe who arc
velted with the powers of government, are
as much the duty of fubjeéts, even in frec
{tates, as it is of rulers to be faithful to the
truft repofed in them by the people. The
obligitions are mutually binding, equally
indifpenfible, and cqually neccflary to the liber-
ty, fafety, profperity and happinefs of fociety.

THE beft conftitution, the wifeft laws,
2nd the moft faithful rulers are all in vain to
a perverfe, reftlefs,-factious, remils or difobe.
dient people. | If

¢ Neh. §. 19,
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Ir a people violate the conftitution, trams
ple under foot the laws, caft contempt on
authority and defpifc government ; or fail,
when lawfully rcqu_lred, to make thofc exer-
tions for defence, which the exigencies of the
flatc may demand ; they muft thank them-
fcives, and not their rulcrs for that ruin which
threatens and will moft certainly overtake
theny  Tn the lanpuage of the prophet, it
may juftly be faid to fuch a pcople,—* thine
own wickednefs fhall corret thee, and thy
backflidings fhall reprove thee” 4

Tw# apollle Paul obferves. ““that- the
rewers that be, are ordained of Gon” : -And
jwllly o liders civil government 25 an ordi-
nance of GOT), And that folers are ““the
minitt us of Gen™, 10 a people, “for good.” )
From hence e concludcs, that a people fhould
ackncwiedye thetr authority  and yield an
obcdient fubje@ion —And exprefsly fays,
incd ey i /.; riceds be /ul,eaz no! only _/aa
wralldy bud aifo Tor confeience faie, ¢

T w {ndieétion here injoined is not able-
lete, o that paffive obedience and non-refifi-
ancey fo ﬂbfTlej preached up, in the darker
anes of the world : But that obedience and
{u:_;c&lfm to good and faithful rulers, which
tne fociai compact and the laws of the land
tequire.  sind witpout this, governent is

At an cag.

it

13! L LJ Y'lr' "‘
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Ir rulers are not feconded -and fupported
by the people, in- the exercife of thclr authot
rity, in the cxecution of the laws .and the
admmlflratlon of government, their beft at:
tempts, their moft upright endeavours will

never avail to the purpofes iatended by fuck
an mﬁltutlon.

It is “with the people to add life to the
conftitution, energy to the laws, and dignity
as well as ftrength to government: And that,
both for internal peace, order and freedom,
and external defence, againft all who openly
oppofc, affault or mvade the {tate.

In a word, as by the focial comps®, the
wholc is engaged for the protc@ion and de-~
fence of the life, liberty and property of each
individual ;- fo each individual owes all that
he hath, even life itlelf, to the ‘”Loporr,' pro-
tefion and defenc € of the who..,., when .the
exigencies of the ftate require 1t. And ne
man, whether in authority or {ubordination,
can juftly excufe himfelf trom any duty, fer-
vice or exertions, in peacc or war, that may
be neceflary for the publick peace, liberty,

(afcty . or defence, when lawfully and cen-
titutionally called thereto.

As in the body natural, 2il the parts and
reerbers are ncccffa;j, ang i their places
..te"ally concur to the heaith, {rcagih end
scaty of the whele: 3o in th».,.m‘?; politizk,

y
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@ well repulated flate, a fimilar-adjuftmens
takes place.—4and as all parts and members
arc neceflary : Yo in their place and ufe, they
- gll concur to the health, fafety and happinefs

of fociety ; and to the beauty, ftrength, glory
and defence of the ftate. _

WHEN the parts are difadjufted, the body
Is out of heahth, and the conftitution in dan-
ger —Soin the body politic, if the partsare
difavjulted, its health will be marred,- its
“ftrength impaired and its conftitution indan-
gered.  ‘thus when the lepiflative affumes
and excrcifes the powers, by conftitution,
vefted in the exccutive department ; the ex-
ecutive, thofe of the judicial ; or the judicial,
thefe of the legiflutive ; or either of them -
T hen there is an evident difadjuftment of .the
parts, in the body politick, which tends to
confufion in focicty. jumblein government,
danger to the conflitution and deftruétion t6
the commonweaith. 4 |

IT

@ As far o3 human wildem and forelight conld. avail,
to prev nt sny thicy of thi- kiad. the pecple of thy
S:ate have afi:mcd and declire ] it, as vne of thelr
importaat rights j that ¢ in .b- govervmint cf this
¢ Commonweslth, the legifative depar ment (hail
¢ never excrcife the ex cuave snd judicial powers,
¢t or etcher of them ¢ Tha execntive {hail peve: exers
““ cife the leg'fInive ace juicial powers, er ei et
 of them : The judicial Gall rever exercife the
¢ Jspiflztive and executive powors, or either o
“ them : To the end, it may be a gopernment ¢
“ LATS, and nat of LN Great ai-extion W&
paid to thu ineflimable right, in fertliog the depart:
nels 2ad adjufling the puvens of gav}cmmt;!;} Ji

g0l
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IT 1s of the higheft importance to thé
well being ot fociety, .that every map, -that
all the members fhould kaow their place,
and the duties of their ftation, ia the Com-
monwealth, whether in authority, or {ubor-
dination : And every thing that tends-to an.
alteration, or abridgment, of the powers of
government, on the one hand, or of the
ights of the people, on the other, thould
awaken the attention of both rulers and peo-
ple, and put all upon their guard.:

For inftance : The compromile of indivi-
duals, the plans of a junto, the {chemes of 3
fillion, or the intrigues of a conrt for the
difpofal of offices or the obtaining elc&ions,
have a threatning afpe&t on the libertics of
the people, the powers of givernment and.
the conftitution idelt,  Fulns Cefar would
never, perhaps, have had it in his power, to
have totally fubverted the republick of Rone,
sfurp'd the government and fiated himfelf
onthe smperial throne, had not his way thereto
been paved and prepared, by the private
sompa& and artful compromife between Fom-
sy the Great, Craffus and himfeli, which

fcvz‘mc.d y

thofe who alited in framing anr New conftituiton.—
Low far they fu:ceeded in fo dithicult a v.ork and
fo critical 2n attempt, the public will judge, and
time and experiescs more fully difcaver.—Ar prefeat,
nowev -r, it (mued b2 allowed, that the proipedt befors
ne i3 not wppromifing,
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form’d the firlt sraumvirate, that appearcd
that great Commonwealth, 4 ;

- IN fall‘fuchhcaﬁ:s, thcrsférc, t« Obﬂa Prsn-
s2pi1s”, is a good maxim, and worthy - the
attention of all - And the firlt appearances
| | of

“a Penipey ard Cefar wire not yet at open ecmity, nor
yprofefl-d rivals ; but the former having taken various
fleps, which clcar!y indicated his ambiiious views ; the
Jatter could not content himfelf with apy thing thort ¢f
the fame fupramf: puwer to which bis rival afpired. To
accemplith the purpofe of this embition, Cefar cotfidered
the confulfhip as an efleatial ftep.. In order to his ad.
varcemert to the ‘confulfhip, as well asto eff:& his ulti-
mate d+figns, Cefar found it pecellary to avail himfelf o
the irfluerce not oaly «f Croflus his rich and powerful
ftiend, but aifo of Pormpey his rival ; and to ferve himfelt
af both : Acd this gave rife 1o the arttul compromife we
hivz mentioned. In this remurkable compadct, Pompry
avd Croffus, as well as Cafar, had urdoubtediy ther
vi ws: Fucto adopt the words of celebrated bifiotians,
“ L far’s managesment, vpon this cccefion, was a mafler-
“ picce ot pnhcw aund the foundation of Lis fuiuvre gran-
* deur, Fhe two citizens, whe at this ime made the
e greatelt figure in the ra:puﬁh’c, without difpute, were
““ Pompey and Crafas : but thels two prwerdul eitizers
"¢ were deelared encries, ard, all things coufidered, much
“ upon alevel. As they both had grca: intereft, Celir
¢ nlainlv faw, that he covld never obtaia the cm.quhip
“ withoi gaoing one or oiher of them to his caufe ; bus
¢ the aihicnity was, wh'ch to cheole.  If he clofid with
" Pompey, he would meet with a Rrong oppefition from
“¢ Croffus’s foievds 5 acd if Be joined Crafus. be was fure
1 10 hove all Pompey’s party agaicft Bim. He therefora
“* undertock to recancile the two rivals. and by propefing
¢ to them a triumvirate, in which fhould be lodged allthe
“t anthorry of the fenate acd people, he prevailed upsou
“ them to maxe up thetr d fererces, and enter into d
¢ fnét foendinip with esch other, TIn order to make
“* thetr ¢onfeder-ev the more indiffoluble, they fulemniy
“ demd themfelves, by mu ual oaths and premifes, to
gt each  Aer “rd 0 I &er nttblng to be vpdertae
“ Kewor exeented withony the uRanisgeus coz’ f:t of all
© three, R

A e
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of fuch baneful machinations (hould be beheld:
with abhorrence and cheek’d with feveriry,,
by all orders of men ina free Commonweaith,
a5 they are friends to their country and wifh to
oreferve 'the liberties of the people, ‘the pow-
ers of government, “or the rights cf the cone
flitution, 1nviolate to the State.

Titis precaution is always neceffury.—1t i¥
more cfpcai‘a}iy of Impurtance when firlt en<
tering into {ociety ; or when a radical revo-
Iation takes place, and a new form or confli-
tution of “govéi:nmcn‘t is introduced —Bad
precedents are prowing evils 5 and fatul con=
fequences commonly attend them, if not fea
ionably checked and effetually crufhed,

Tue laft thing which we fhall mention, as
neceflary to the well-being of focicty and th:
happiricfs of a free ftate, is the cordual con-

I’ currence

* Thus was the ficlk triemeirate formed, by. which
Rome becams a prey to three men, Who, by the ingeselt
of their uaired paries, arbirrarily d:fpofed of al! the
dryoities and employments in the crmmoswealth, The
pubiic were long Rrangers to the myleries of this new
cabal, Nothi-g more appeared to the fenate than the
reeonciliation of Pompey and Craffus ; and Lafar was
i« ¢angratulated by all ranks of mer. for having brought
¢ itabout, Cato alone forefaw the evii confequences of
# this. pew ziliznce, and exclaimed againﬂ-it, {aying,
. ThatRome had loft her libzcty ¢ but nocbody hearkened
¢ ta him 'dill it was tao Jate 1o follow his-prudent couns
« {¢}. Thais-afliciation fubfifted to the death of Crafus,
« and was followed by the intise fubverfion of the repube
 fieanflate oo e T T

- Vid, Univer{. T, Vol, 33, p. 159, _15%e
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purrence of all orders of men, in authority and
{ubordination, in a facred 1egard 10 réligioﬁ 3
ih a-devout acknowledument of their depene
dance upon Gop, his providence and blefliny,
for all the benefits they expeét to derive frem
2 {ctiled civil government,

Tx1s fentiment is evidently fuggefted in the
words of our text.—T be people, whofe princ.s
arc here introduced as gathered together ta
confult for the common good, and tranfaét the
public affairs for t" e government and defence
of the nation ;—The peaple, whofe rulers are
here termed fhields of the earth, and juitly
faid to belong unto GOD ; Ina word, the peo-
ple, in whofe fettled gevernment and fouriths
ing ftate, Gop, the fupreme ruler, 15 {aid to be
greatly exalted, are fitly ftiled 2be peopie of the
GOD of Abrabam,—a peopleincovenant with
Gop.—A people of his fear—of his praife,—
A people deeply imprefled with a {cafe of the
Deity, his government and providence ; anda
people who cordially acknowledge their de-
pendance upsn him and their indifpenfible obe
ligations to fear and obey him,and to- preferve
and excrcife a facred regard to his worthip,
and to-the docirines and duties of that holy
religion, which he had taught by his word,

Tuz importance of religion and morality,
and. a devout acknowledgment of the govern-
merit of heaven, to she fuppors of order and

govemnment among ren, and [0 the by,
ety
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Sty and happinefs of fociety, i what reafoy
teaches, and what the common fenfe, as well
as univerfal pra:lice of ma. kind, in all ages
-and nations, concuss to confum.

In civilized nationg,and where L'ivil governe
ment hath been eflabl tibcd manv crticsand pla-
ces of 1 importance miay be round without walls,
without guards, and even without weapong
or any preparationrs for common defence ¢
Butitis not.cafy to find any wichout, a tepee,
an aitar,a grove or fome other pluce appoint=

ed and appropnated to the purpofes of religion,

the ackuowledgmcnt of heaven, and the wors
fhip of Jdic Dcny, in fome {hape ot other.

In all he free ftates of Greece and the great
Republic of Rome, the regard that was paid to
the worthip of thc gods and the rites of relie
glon was cc;nﬁart, punQual and expenfive ;
and in many inftances, efpecialiy on great oc«
¢:fions, rofe to the helght of fuperftition. And
no affair of importance to the liberty of the
pe-ple, or the fafety of the fiate, in peace or
war, was undertaken, withont a relrrlous aCe
knowledgment of thclr dependance upon hege
ven aud the influence of the gods..

¢« Tug grect CMILLUS who was tw~ce
falgted ¢ The Licliverer ot his eountry,’
awaken in his fellow citizens a fenfe of thc
importance of religion, .-.1ppealcd to the Romans
whether they evar hod beiier fuceess than -
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when they carcfully ferved Gop, or worfy
than when they negledted him.”

« Xrnopnon very juftly obferves, ¢ That
Cirus, one of the beft and orestelt kings of
Ferfa, laid the foundation of that powerful
empire, not fo much by his valour, as by
his religious acknowledgment of hea"en, and

his lxberallty in the worinip and fervice cf
Gop.™

4+
BuT to inflance from a yet higher authae
rity + Doth not the holy prophet of the Loz p
both reprove and exhort the king of Fudab,
1n terms which clcu]y cxprels . the bigh im-
poriance of a jacréd regard to the precepts of
relizton and morality, to the faicty, bappinefs
and flourifling ftate of 2 people, 1n that plain
and faithful expoftulation—Did no¢ thy fa-
ther cat ard drink, and do ;uﬂ;ce and judraent,
and then it was well with bim ? He judyed the
caufe of the pesr and nedy, then it was wed

with hint @ Was net this to know e ¢ fait)
$he LORD.*

Wirnw the Sopreme Ruler of the world
ave notice “to Ao/es, ‘the great law-giver of
the Heorew nation, that the period of his ad-
minifiration was hmemng, and the time near
at hand, waen he muft quit the high ftation
he held at the head of the commonwealth of
Jirael, for 2 more exalted feat of immortal glo-

‘ A
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¢y 1n his kinzdem above,—It is faid, He cali-
cd a folemn aflembly of the people ; and ha-
ving recapitulated the heads of the confiitu-
tion Gop had given them, and rehearfed a
fummary ot the ftatutes and precepts of the
religion- he had made known unto them, he
clofed his addrels, and took his leave of them,
with this ezpreﬁwc and pathetic exhortation,
faying, ¢ Set your hearts unto 2l the words
which I'teftify among you this day : For.it is

not a vain thing for you ; becaufe it is youe
life; And th"ough this t‘lmg ye {hall prolmg

your days in the land whether ye go over Jor-
san to poflefs it,” #

Tur truth is, religion, more efpecis{ll)r' as
tanght by the word of Gop, -and enforced by
{ne poweiful arguments and enyaging motives
of the gofpel of Yesus Chrif, is the Tource of
liberty, the foul ofcrovt:rnment and the life of
2 peoplc —Its docrines are fublime, its pre=
cepts excellent, 1ts motives perfuaﬁve and en=

dearing, and its rewards rich, glorious and all
dli(’inh. ’

RELIGION infpirest the foul wuh the noblc&
fentiments, inflames the beart with the pureft
sfteétions, and forms the man for every virtue,
—fOr cverv {ervice, which Gop or his coun=
iry may either cxpc& or require,

Its benevolent precepts are all contained in
fove’to GOD.and Jve 10 man,  And where

* Deut. 33, 46 & 47. - this

4
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ghis divine affetion tokes place, infplres the
foul, warms the he.rt, iufluences the temper
aid governs the conduét 5 piety to Gop, and
Juitice and charity to men, will maik, diftins
guith and diguify the charatier.  And the
{amne divive principle,penetratiog the hearts of
the various orders of men in {ociety, and pere
vading the ftate ca.not fuil producing the hup-
pieft effect . —Vice und immoratity, wickeds
rels and vorighteouinefs, in every form, in ee
very charaler, will foon difappear: And jufs
tice, temperance, truth and lov ,—every vire
tue, every grace which adorns human nature,
or tends to the peace and huppinels of fociety,
will quickly take their placc; N

Uwxper the facred energy of fo god-like 3
principle, rulers will become true 7 atrints reaé
dene atiors ; the people willing and obedient
fubject: : And all orders of men wiill moft
cheerfully concur in every meafaire which wifs

dom can di€tte tor the common goud,

In 2 word, reli_jon amonga people, in its
power, purity and governing influence, is the
guardian ot liberty,the ftrength of governmenty
the energy of laws, the band'of fociety, and
buth the glory and defence of the fate,

In timesof profperity, a people, that have
made Gop their fear, and relizion their care,
way refl uffured of the eftubhil:ment and con-
ginuance of their flouridling ftate, :

| s
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In times of perplexity, - when dangers foy~
round, opprefiors threaten, or enemies invade,
fucha people have Goup for their refuge s And
committing their caufe unto him, in the way
of welt-doing, may humb'y expelt thar lighs
will arife 1n darknefs, that the power of the
appreflor fhall be breken, that their enemies
thall not prevail againit them, and that Gop
wiil maintain their right and their caufe,

AT 2ol times, under all eircumftances, at
home, abroad, in peaceand war, fucha people
may tafely & cheerfully leave all their concerns
in the hands of Gebp ; and in filial confidence
of his prefence, protetion and blfling, may
fay with the PQ:Imuft— ¢ The Lo« ison my
fide, | will not fe .r: What can man do unto
me "' % —— Happy is that peodle that is in fuch
g.cale: Yea, bappy is that people, whae GOD
is the LORDAS

I~ the above reprefentation, we have feen
the fair fide of the queftion : Government a
bleffing, and the fbieids of the earth, as they
ought to be, employed for the good of man
kind. But it may, notwithftanding, be juflly
faid,that this is not always the cafe. And the
quzflion may fill be atked—How, then, can
it be afferted, ¢ That the fhields of the ear
belong unto Gop ¢”

Upon this queftion it may be obferved,~
That 1t 18 admicted, that THR SHILLDS of
o (REIIL AT S IYRNT A THE
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wnr EARTH may bé reverfed.—The powers
of government may be abufed, Rulers, hows
ever promifing at firlt, may become oppref-
fors, Yea, this hath been too often the fugt,
But fhould this be the unhappy cafe ; and,
contrary to the juft expeftations of Gop and
men, thould the fbields of the earth be rever-
fed, and turned again{t thofe whom they were
intended to defend, 1t alters not the truth or
pmpriety of the aflertion, *¢ The {hields of
the earth @il beloog unto Gon " and ““the
Lorp flill fitteth on the throne of his holi«
nefs,”

Sucu is the nature of the divice governa
ment, and {uch the wildom of the Supreme
Ruler, thac good is brought out of evil, Even
the oppreffors of mankind are the fervants of
Gep'; und their oppreflioys are (o over-ruled
as to be {ublervient to the defigns: of infinite
wildom and goodnefs, in the moral govern-
ment of the world,

THE [Lields of the earth reverled, the pow-
ers of government abufed, may be and are
over-ruled in providence, {o as to be produce
tive of preat vood to fociety and mankind.

SucH, indecd, is the snertia of mankind in
gencral, that they are more prone to undue
fubmiffion, than the contrary, Even a bad
government is better than none, in the elti-
mution of the greater purt of the world, A

{o
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{i great 1s the rifque, the uncertainty and dand
ger attending the attempt of a revolution, that
it1s not an caly matter to perfuade 2 people,
even under an undue excrcife of power, (o
rife and refift,  They will bear much, and
long, before they can be brou ht to unite in
{uch an attempt : but there are degrees of
oppreflion beyond bearing ; and which man-
kind, unlefs totally loft to all {entiments of
liberty, and entirely broke to the yoke of flie
very, will not fubmnit to, And it is wife
in Gop, and happy for a people, when the
ftrides of oppreflion are permitted to be fo
great, and the violences of oppreflors fo haftie

ly increafed, as to roufe them eflectually be<
fure 1t 15 too late,

CpPRr:ecors are fitly called, ¢ Therolof
Ciop’s anzer, and the ftuff in theic hon't s
his indignation,” ¥  They are wilely emnploy-
«d by the Supreme Ruler, to corre& the -r-
rois, reprove the vices, and reform the dit r-
aers of {ocieties, nations and ftates. Th:y are
inore efpecially improved to roule and rfore
the true {pirit of liberty, when declning ;
xnd 1o bring on a total revolution,if neceflary,
to the prefervation or refloration of fo ineftis
inable a bleflng. |

InsTancEes of this are too numerous and
vco well known, to admi of difpute,
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As it was the afiliCted ftate of Gop's peo-
rle Ifrae/, that moved him, in mercy, to
fend Mo/es to deliver them : fo it was the op-
preflions of Poaraod and the cruelty of the
taf-maffers,that gave weicht to his meflages,
and effetually rouled them, in the face of eve-
ry danger, to affert their freedom,and attempt
their deliverance from the Egypiian yoke,

CHRISTENDOM would never have been
roufed, with firmnefs, to have attempted to
frec themfelves from the hierachy of Rome,
had not the oppreﬂions of that powér put
them upon the expedicent,

It wasa long feries of injuries, and intolen
rable oppreffions and cruelties, which taught
the United States of Holland to aflert their
native frcedom, independence and fovereign-
ty, againft the power of Spara, then at the
menidian of 1ts firengtih and glory,

BRITONS would never have fo frequently
refifted their kings, and flown to arms in de-
fence of their invaluable rights, had not the
iren rod of opprefiion convinced them of the
neceflity of fuch firenuous exertions, to pre-
ferve and protradt the remains of libert§ among
them,

It was the oppreflor’s hand, in church and
flate, whic\ drove our worthy anceffers from
gheir native Jo,ud, in the face of every danger,

‘L-'-i-n-" - e PW 4 m o e - —r et P e o e Tl il

' mrreey
-



P43 ]

every diflrefs, to feck a fecure retreat for the
wnmolefted enjoyment of Liberty, civil and re-
ligious, in the mhofpitable wilds of Lamerica,

Anp the fame oppreflive hand, which pur-
fued and perfecuted this injured people over the
wide Ailentic, from time to time, in /awlefs
¢laims upon their #ights and liberties, under
Gop and providence, hath been the means of
preferving and tranfmitting that glorious [piris
of fiverty, for which the Colonies of America
have becn {o illefirious, i the {everal periods
of their exiftence,

ANB, toadd nomore; a ferics of opprefiive
meafures,and lawlefs claims of abitrary power
adopted and purfucd by the Court of Grea!-
Brita:n, in open violation of the moft facred
chartered rizhts ;—armsto enforce obedience;
—and the power of the Brivifh legiflature tm
“make LaiVy binding upon the Colonies, 1N
ALL CASES WHATSOEVER,” bcing o-
penly affumed and declared, roufed and raifed
the {pirit o LIBERTY ,in the FREE-GORIN
SONS of AMUERICA, to the higheft pitch.
And, no cther alternative being left them, but
the SWORD or SLAVERY ; thefe Colonies
heflitared not = moment, but unitedly declared

their choice ef the former : And GREATLY,
DARED TOBE FREE ! 1!

- Tms important Di¢ was caft ; and the glos
rivs 84 of Liberty comynenced !—The

Ahlodiwie
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(werd of Y- . 7z, zrawn 5 and the
gnnocent blooa ot our brethren, flain at the open-
ing of the interefling conteft, was the cement
of the unicn, and jeaf of the freedom of thefe
injured smerican States ¥ .

' ALL.,

& Lexingien w2s the place in which a jud Gobd was
pleafcd to perrmit hofliidtses. between Grear Britain ard
_America, to ¢ mmencs. The perfons who firff fell vigs
firms to the fworg of the oppreflor, and who were PRO-
TOMARTYRS in the glorioas caufe of LIBERTY and
theit csuntry, were tnhabitantz ot the town ;. a; d 1t waz
my loc 1o be an ¢ye-witnefs of that horrid feexe of blood-
fhed and Aauphter which opened the war !—To be 2n
#r¢ witne/s of the uzprevcked, ungenerous apd urjuft f-
f-uit. of about eight hundred Britsfp regular troops, up-
on fifty or fixiy undifciplined Americans, who neither mos-
efied, mor had it in coutemplation to oppofe them,
unlefs drove to it by the Britons, in deferce of them-
¥eives, their rights and their country.—— - e T
e the [word of vislence drawn, the INNOCENT
BLCOD of our brethren smurdercafly thed, acd the flames
¢f war burflirg upor s, wrthout notice. without provps
cation ; wher war was neither preclaimed, nor fo much
as proffl-dly threatened : acd this by a prirce acd pa-
tion which, for ages paft, had fuftained the chara&erand
g'oried 1 the appellation of The ParentState :—By a na-
tien, frem whem we had 2 .t right to look for protedtion
a:d defence, ag-infk every sawlefs invader :—To {ee war
commenced vpan us by fach a nation, fo related for no
otherrezion bw breaufe we were unwilling te give tp our
¥ncft fecred rights, as free men and a free people ; ad
this 160. with vartcus eircumsfiances of tndignity . ard mn-
Yu't. was, 20d mult have been, affcffing and difirefing to-
de:d !—And themare fo tous, a people, who, "l thefe
unftappy and ‘mpolitic meafores—"1ill this urjult and bar-
b.r:us war.took plaes breathed toyalty to cur fovereign, & d
the fincerelt affe&ion and refpe& for the Mother county,
Largoage wenid fail to reprefent, and words to-exprefs,
the feslings of afree, a brave, 2 generous, a loyal people,
ugor fuch an alarming « ccifiop }—Nor can it be juftly
dunodfcd, that any but thofc who have feen and {;h{t* Ef:
' ' 0€
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ALL AMERICA heard the alarm, decply

felt the wouns, and bravely rofe ' to revenge
their brethren’s blood, and join the common
caufe !

T oHeaven the appeal was made '—ByHea
ven, the claim was {upported '-—That Gop,
who Gtteth upon the tbranc of bis Folinefs, thc

Governor

fhock, can form an adtquate ldea. of 1ts rcal and :intereRl=
' lﬂ g ﬂEE&5 o

But however diftrefling, favage, or fcvcr: thefe barbae
rous.meafures of a bloed thirfly oppreflor, mlght, at that
time, appear to the inhabitants of Lexington, 'who were
¢slled" by Providence to receive the fthock—however un-
nghtcous and cruel it mght feem to the i Jurcd the fréga
born-ferit of America ;—The-hacd of Gob:ard.cf Provi-
dence wasiaall thefe thmgh - The wifdom and goodnef%
of the Supreme Ruler thould be dcvoutly acknowlcdgcd.
as glmouﬂy dlfplaycd, io over-ruling “thefs 2&5 of ot
rage, barbarity and murder, 2sthe means of; thie: greateft

good to this icjured and opprefl:d land

- This ungcntroﬁs urjult and barbarous manper of opens
ing the war, hath effeft-d more, perhaps, in the caufe’of
freedom and Americe than the wifdon and cotnfel of pli
‘the American States, or even anited aworlds, could have
done. This ill timed feverity and murderon$ eruelty “of
the Britifh trosps and the Britifh scurt, have anfwered
the msft valuable purpoies to the American® canfe —I¢
govfi: med he Fefolure; firengthened the we.k," efiablithed
the doub:ful, ‘eicruraged-the timid, gave a {pring to the
fatm-heal:l-ed roufed the ﬂupld and filerced the pervesfs 3

and l‘iapptly produccd that uaion of fentiment; and thﬂfe
exertions of’ ‘power, " in the' nable corteft - whick no orher

mezfures, ia human probability, wonid have ever ff-&-
ed Arnd toapply the expr:flive words of Fofsph to his
brethren, it may fitly be faid—ro the hauguy. Britins, —
¢ Asfor you, ye thought evit againft us ; but Goo meant

it untogocd, to bring to pafs as it is thu day, to fnra
.much people alive,” ~Gen, §0. 204"



S ST

Governor among the nations,zbe Patroz of the
snjuredand oppreffed,hath plead our caule, and
maintained our right to freedom, equality and
independence : And given us apame among
the nations of the carih,

Ture wildom of the counfels, the firmnefs
of the refolutions, and the equity of the mea-
fures of the United States, i1 Congrefs affem-
bled ; end in the flates refpe@ively :—The
excrtions that have been made, in the canfe of
Yiberty and of miarkind ; and the fuccefs which
hath attended :~The Ariicies of Confederation
which have been formed and compleatly rati-
fied, by all the States, as the bafis of freedom
and mutual fupport :—And the ghrisus revo-
dution, that hath taken place in america ; as
they do honour to human pature, and engage
the attention of an admiring world ; being
tranfmitted by the pen of the faithful hiftori-
an, will be 2 fubjedt of mott picafing con-
templation, to all true lovers of liberty and
ihe rights of mankind, in fuccezding genera-
gions, to the end of tims.

In the rifeand progrefs of this interefting
eonteft, the {miles of heaven have appeared,in
the fupplies afforded,in various inftances,when
peeded moft; by captures from the enemy,®

the

_ % Witnefs the Jarge (hip teken from the enemy, by the
Lrave Capt, Muzford, in 1776, and fent ioto the port cf
Bofi:z, ladsn chiclly with Powder, to the amount (if &

o T aiftake
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the generofity of friende, and the kindnefs of
firangers : And alfoin the generous {upport,
and effeCtual afliftance,of thofe poweriu] ftates,
who, with a benevolence of fpirit, and mag-
panimity of condu&, which does honour to
themfelves and mankind, have efientially fa-
voured and patronized our caufe. |

Tsar Gop, who girded Cyrus, of old,and
called him bus fhepherd, to raife up his affliGted
people, opprefied under the Baoylens/h yoke,
and to reftore them to their country, their re=
ligion, thelr liberties,4> and theic pofieffions,

infpired

xifleks not) of about 1500 barrels ; acd this at a time
when we wers in the m-f critical fituation, for want of
fuch a fupply of that «flcntial article.

Witnefs alfo fcveral other large and valuable vaflels, 12~
ken by our privateers, and fent into Salem, or elfewhere 5
faden with fire-arms, mortars, ordnance flores of various
kinds, cloathiog, provifinrs, &c. #c — Articles neccffaryy
ufeful, feafonatle and importeat, to ocur mlitary ope~
rations...—~In thefe, and many other ialtances, the
providerce of Goo hath been apparaat and wonderful, in
the courfe of the war 5 and oughtto be gratefnlly remems=
bered aud devoutly acknowledged, by this people.

} Should it be fa1d here, ¢ That the Jews ware not
vefiored to their liberties, by the deeree of Cyrus,upon their:
return {rom Babylor ; but were fiill a dependent people
and even Tributaries tothePerfian princes,”—It might be
anfwered,=-*That 1t it readily granted, the children of If=
rael were not reltored to a Rate of perfedt freedem and in-
dependence, by the decree of Cyrus, upon their return
from 8Babylon to Judea.'—It is acknowledged they were
fiill dependent on the Perfan kings.—Nor covld they, im
the fituation and circumftances,in which they were at that

tie, have defired %o be lcfs dependent, vpon that,power-

L
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infpired the King of France, and the powcrfuf
nation under his government, from principles
worthy the charactes of a great—=a benevolent

Prince,

£l court,than that generous decree o!Cyrus made them —.
Jult emerging from a leng and diffrefing captivity, it is.
ealy to believe, they were notin a eap.ciiy to fupport and
defend themfelves in their former fudependencs ; even the'
it had hzen granted them,in the fullefl fenfe.—It was their
fafcry aud happinefs, that Gop appoioted Cyrus Ais and
their (hepherd, that undzr the wing of his patronage and
prote&ion, they mipht fecurely return to their c.utry,
taks pofleflon of their lands, rebuild theii ci ies aud rhe
temple, reftore the worthip of Gop «ccording to the Lewie
tical inftirutton 5 and re-ellablilh their laws polity and
guvernmsnt, agreeable to that divine confti‘ution, which
Gop had given to their fathers, by the hend of Mefer —
In {hort, the revoluuon, inthe aff .irs of the Hebrew nation,
which toc k plaes under this benevolent pringe,a d in ¢ mfes
qucnce of the above mentioned decree, was aglorious reves
Jution —A revolution, in and by which the people of Gon
were red.emed from capiivty & reftored to their country,
their p {.{Tiovs, and their laws, liberties and religion. 1
all rheir peculiarities ; and to a greater degree of natisnal
frcedom and independirce, than ever they c-uld have ex-
pecled or promifed themlc!ves, 1o their late deprefled, feat-
tered,inflaved and captivated flate. Agreeably we find not
only the d:cree (fCyras 3 but the feveral prophecies which
have referrerce toit os to him as the deliverer of Gon’s
people 3 and even other eminent prophecies, corcerning
the return of the Fews trom the Babylonian c:puivity, ex-
prefly reprefecting their refforation, in general, as full
and compleat; ard without any /et or drgw-back. For
further hight and fatisfa&tion upoa this fubjc& and quef-
tion, vid, 2nd comp. theft following places and paffages in
feripture, Ezra, chap. 1, throughout. chap. 4. frft part,
Ifai 44 28. Ibid 45. 1~5, aud 13. Jerem. 29. 10. and
efp-cially that iliuitrious prophecy, Jerem. 30. ob, 18, 19,
80 ard 21 ver,

I only add, that, in my r<f renee to Cyruys, and the proe
phecy concerning bim, the judicious reader will eafily lee
abat the paip poratin view, was got to illokrate the ¢om-

. ] ' pleatoels
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Prince, and 3 wife and politick nation, early
to favour the caufe of thefe injured infant
ftates : And finilly to take a decided parr,
and make our caufe there own, by a publi
treaty, both generous and jufl, and nobly
founded in principles of equality and wndepei-
GeRee.

Tue advantages refulting to the Umite?
States of America, from their happy alli-
ance with fo puyffant a Prince and fo powerful
a nation, in the courfe of the war, are too
many to be enumerated, too important to
have efcaped notice, and tze well known to
nced a mention,

THe acceflion of the power of Spain to
the common caufe, brishtens the prolpe&t
And the late addition of the Umited States of
Holland, and, probably, of Rufiz, and all
the powers of the armed neutrality, in con-

icquence of the unjult meafures and unheard
of ontrages of Britain, muft, under Gt)D,
sive the clearcht affurances of an happy iflue ;

H and

pevrnels, or degree, of that frecdom 2ad liberty, to
which Gop’s paople were raifed, by the kind, the cene-
rous and cffefosl interpofiticn of ATUTE N I T
crmptinn and relboretion 5 but1h- haad of COL a~d
‘e wiflym and goodnefi of his all fuperintending prevlov.
‘n dire@ine the muﬁlrn, irﬂq:nciﬂg the oofov apt
vererulicg the eandut of men, princes and kiswe, o
Nates and 4 natinrs, zod powsrs~p earth, fortherri- it o
e p n*palrt oF Lis heaerclence, in ibe fi prart ard 7
‘iof of an 2('Aed prople, and rhered moies and ’1... -y
ion of thewjured and erorcfed,
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and of the compleat eftablithment of the
frecdom, independence and fovercignty, of
the United States of America ; it we are not
crimially wanting to ourfelves.

AMIDsT the convulfions, the ravage,
bloodfhed and diftrefs that have attended the
war ;—amidft the great and complicated ex-
ertions, we have been called to make, in this
all-interefting conteft, we have {een, to the
glory of Gop and honor of _Amerisa, 2
degree of intcrnal peace, order and unanimi-
ty, far beyond what could have been expeéted,
in a {truggle of this nature, and in effeting
a revolution {o extenfive and important.

In a word, to the honor of Gop, who
fitteth wpon ihe throne of bis holnefs, as
Governor among the naiions, 1o the joy of
America, to the dilgrace of our enemies, and
the aftonifhiment of the world, we have {een
thele infant flates, in the midft of the alarms
and fhocks of a diftrefling war, and in the
face of every danger, rifing from a flate of
dependance and obfcurity, to a ftate of liber-
ty, independence and foveteiguty, ™ Aad with
a {pirit of wifdom, firmnefs and refolution,
which, perhaps, hath never been cqualled,
forming conftitutions and eftablithing govern-
ment, upon the bafis of freedom and thc
foiid foundations of juftice and equity.

Unpzes
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UNDER the [miles of heaven upon this
Commonwealth, in particular, have we not
feen the focial compad formed, and a confti-
tution of government ratified, introduced and
eltablifhed, with a degree of unanimity, which
could fcarcely have been looked for, in a
matter of {o delicate a nature and fuch lafting
importance !—A Conlftitution, which, for the
folidity of its principles, the liberality of its
fectiments, the imporiance of its rights, the
wildom of its arrangements, the propriety of
its boundaries, the adaptednefs of its inftituti-
ons, and that fpirit of liverty which infpires
the whole, may jultly viz with any other
upon the contineat, if not in the world.

Unper this happy Conftitution we have
feen, to univerfal fatisfadtion, that bleffed
vrophecy, concerning Gob's people, after their
return from captivity, literally fulfilled uato
se—* Their congregation fhall be eflablifbed
before me :—their nobles fhall be of themfelves,
and thar Governor fhall procced from the
el of them.” @ *

THE energy and happy efie&s of a Conlii-
tetion, thus formed, ratidea, introduced and
adminiftred, have been too clearly fecn and too
feafibly felt, by this greattul pecple, to admit
ci difpuce, or even a doubt,

May

8 Jeremiab 38, 21, 23,
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May we not,=-yea, rather, ought we not,
upon this joyful occafion, in a deep fenfe” of
ur obligations to heaven, to afcribe the glo:
1y of all to Gop, and devoutly aclcnow]edge
vhat this is the LORD’s damg zr 19 marwi

{ous monr ¢yes l—a

-

Trrrs day, which defufes the fimle af frfe-
domy—the joy of liberty, in the countenance
of the true Parriot, of every friend to his
courtry and mankind, is a frefh evidence of
the carc and bencvolence of heaven to an'in
jured people—a new teftimony that Gob
hath not forfaken an opprefled land. ‘

THis day is great, as it is the firft,” en
which wecommeniorate the goodnefs of Gop,
the fupreme ruler, in the bleflings of a fet-
ticd goierzment.under a Conftituricn eftablith-

ed on the puictt principlesof liberty and equity.

THIs cay Is great, as it is the firft, appoin-
tcd by the conftitution, for the flated meer-
ing of the Princes of this people,~the fathers
&I the Commonwcalth, in General Court:
And it is aifo great, as it commences an ERA
» Anm aerjarzf.r, for the fame joyful purpo-
irs.~—t0 commemorate and partake of the
ﬂw7' os of LIBERTY and a FREE GO-
\ :_R.\MEN V', which (we troft in- GOD) will

“nd, but with ¢me-tdelt ! = '

-QN

‘I.E“ ) Bl
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Ox this joyful day we .are nvited to fee
Gop, the fupreme ruler, on the throne of his
holine/s, the faviour and defence of an afflited
fand " " The prmces of the pcople of . the
Gob of Abrabam gathered together” : And
* The Shields of thc earth,” " The rulers of

every departmcnt, “dcvonng themfelves to the
lemcc of GOD and  their country; in dcvoul:

llllll

acknowledgient of his government, ‘to the

end,. that Gop -mlght be greatly exalted, in
the good of his pwplc, By their admlmﬁrauon.

To add luﬂre!:tc; ihe 1oy of this day, ~ we
behold, g ﬁrcand fn"ir’ié'k ranfcd to the chlcf feat
of government, in tﬁls'bommonwca\th by
the free fuﬂragcs of ‘the people, 2 a Gentleinar,

whofe patriotic prmcxp!f; early, cngagcd the
attention of his fellow-citizens ;—whole uni-
Tormity of condud, in the veral ofﬁccs he
fuftained, effeftually gained ‘théir elteem ;-
whofe firm attachment; to the liberties of , his
coantry, . “and dctcrmmcd rcfolunon, at every
rifquc and in the moft trying times, to do all
in his power to fupport lhcm, eftablithed their
confidence :~1Ih 2 word, 2 Gentlmmz, whofe
Idlfpoﬁuon, ability and | integrity, in' the fervice
of ' this ‘and the Uiited States, have bccn Ty~
ed and approved ;"aind whofe hame 1 H lﬂuﬁn-
ous, both as prcy&rzbed by Brz!am and as
autbﬂrztzcatma- 1hat giai‘io'ii.r a?, by wh’ii:h the

Jiited émm of Americaare forever feparated
rom her,* and d:clared 1o be g frcc gud 1nde-

*Ef!d’é“'l! N A ‘_TI ON
ﬁ' S,
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As this is the higheft mark of efteem and
confidence, in the power of an obliged peo.
ple to give ; it cannot fail of being a fuppore
to His EXCELLENCY, under the weighe
and perplexing cares of government, and g
plafing inducerent to thofe réturns of at-
teniion and fidelity, in the duties of his high
ftation, which they may juftly expe®,

Wk are alfo happy, this day, in beholding
the ‘next feat of government filled with a
Gentleman, whofc amiable difpofition, excel-
lent qualifications, patriotic fpirit, long experi-
ence and faithful fervices, in various depart-
ments, have cndeared him to the penple, and
eftablifhed a confidense in him, as worthy
that exalted ftation, to which he is called by
the general veice of the citizens of this free
Commonwcalthe

AND to compleat thegladnefs of ourhearts
upon this joyful occaflion, we {ece the princes
of the people, the bonorable, the members of
te Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives, de-
legated by the {uffrages of their brethren,
from all parts of the {tzte, gathered together
and in General Court affembled, to confult
the common good and tran{ad the important
aifzirs of government.—And, as the firfl fep
of importance, we behold thefe princes of
the pecple, heleShields of the earth, in folemn
aflainbly, in Gov’s haly fan@uary, met, reli-
proufly to acknowledge their dcpcndcng: UpoR

0D,
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Gop, the fupreme ruler, and devoutly to
implore his prefence, dire@tion and blefling. —
O may that GOD, whe fitteth en the throne
of bis holnefs, who is the fountain of wifdom
and Father of hights ;—even that Gop, whofe
ear 1s ever open to the {incere prayers of his

peeple, fend them: his blefling and an anfwer
of peace ! |

May the moft high Gop take thefe
SHIELDS of the earth, this day, under his
immediate care and patronage, guidance and
diretion. May the fpirit of Gop and of
glory defcerd and reft upon his EXCELLEN-
CY, his HONOUR, the honorable, the Coun-
cil, to be cholen, the Semate and the Houfe
of Keprefentatrves : And may the divine
prelence and blefling attend them this day,
and in all their councils, debates and govern-
meatal aéts, through the whole courfe of the

year, Thus may it appear to all this people,
that the Lorp hath dire@ed their choice ;
and that thefe Shields of the earth, thele rulers
of the people, do, indeed, belong unto GOD,

are devoted 5o his fervice and infruments of
his glory.

THAT plainnels of fpeech which hath been
adopted in the whole of this difcourle, may
viell fuperceed the neceflity of any particular
application, by way of addrefs.—The whole
is intended as ait bumbis addrels to the futhers
of Wois Commenwealih, and to this refpe@abie
| alicmbly.
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aflembly.——IFf any thmq hath been fuggefted
worthy attention, or adapted to the occafion,
we truft in the candor of the affcmbly for a
cordial reception. Whatever is of a diflerent
complexion, is net likely to be made better,
by any thing furthier added, to render it more
acceplabic,

Ovur poiitical fathers, however, will permir
me, with all deference, to obferve,—a

‘ THAT the eletions of this day ; and
which, agrecable to the focial compact, are to
take place, as the fitft bufinels of the General
Ceurt, (however limited) are jultly confider-
ed, as interefting and important.

WHEN we confider the importance of the
execulive deparinient, to a due adminiftration
of government ;~—The high rank of Coun-
dellors ;~~How much the power of the Chict
FMagiftrate is limited by their advice, in the
difpofal of places, the appointment of officers,
and other things intercfting to the communt-
ty—or the important influence they bave m
the admimfirarion ot government, and the
management of the great affairs of the Com-
monweelth ;—it fhouid infinence to the wifelt
ofe of et powar of eleétion, with which

ehe honorabls Seistors and iKeprefentativesy
Dy Coniinutine ave weited,
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Is the elefion limited 2—Still there is a
,1‘101:':(: —A choice,which made with wifdom

and ﬁdchtv may He of qreat utility to this
Eommonwcdlth.

IT is no 1mpeachmcnt of the abilities, ho-
Tor or integrity of any man, to fuppofe, thd[,
‘1 2 body of wife, great and good men, there
may be difterent talents and improvements,
ind diftinet chara@ers, that may bave an o-
venind for exercife, and thine with a peculiar

aftre, in different departments of civil go-
vernment,

What thefe talents and chara@ers are,
how to be diflinguithed,in whom to be found
:id where fo be plated, for the purpoles ot
rovernment, and belt good of the Com no.i-
wealth, 1s not for me to determine, -Bat
certain 1t is, thefe are querhons of n
(mall importance to the public good : Anl
qut.ﬁlo'ls to which our honored cz‘v:l ﬂszfr

will give that attention, which their inicreft-
ing naturc dernands,

Not enly to preferve, as diftint as poffi~
ble, the feveral departments of gevernment;
(nat fo they might be a mutual check upon
cach other ; but alfo to vive dignity to go=
vernment and epergy to the laws, as well as
eale to adminifiration, were evi dently In view,
by adopting this branch in the conflitution :

And i cannot be doubted, that, not only thof:
: who

L=
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who aflited in adjuiting the con@itution, but
alfo the people at large promifed themfelves
much from this bigh department,

Tue ele@ion of counfellors, therefore,
however limited, will always be juftly confi-
dered as @ facred depofit in the hands of the
General Affembly, of the higheft importance
to the liberty and fafety, the peace and prof-
perity of this Commonwealth, And; with
all deference, it may be-faid by the people, up-
on fuch an occafion, ¢ We claim it as our
right, That, among thofe who are returned
for Countellors and Senators, the perfons beft
qualified to ferve Gop and their country in
that exalted department, be elefed to the
council board,” And may Gob fend a perfect
lot |

Tur foundations which have been fo hap-
pily kuid i our mew conflitution, are to be
cftablithed ; and,we truft,in the hands of wile
and faithful rulers, and by a good adminiftra-
zion they will be eftablithed for « The
FOUNDATIONS OF MANY GENE-
RATIONS,”

Mucu depends upon the fteps that have
been and are flill to be taken, under this con-
fiitution : and to derive the benefits and blel-
fings we promifz curfclves and poflerity from
1t, the greateft care fhouid be taken, not only
1o prefergz the conflitwiion idelf, in all us

T ‘ TTTRTRE T T ey i3
Pu.‘-ldl}
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parts, facred and inviolate ; but alfo, a3 much
ss poflible to have the genuine {pirit and prin-
ciples of it infpiring ‘the laws, and dire&ing
the exercile of the powers of government.

We have feen, in the preceeding difcourfe,
a {pecimen of the importance of attentien and
fidelity in rulers, and fomething of the pature
of the engagiag and powerful motives hereun-
to : As al{o the gloricus rewards which thole
are intitled to who are faithful and perfevering
in the difcharge of the duties of their feveral
offices and {tations, And furely there never
was a time when the calls of Gop, of provi-
videnc: and our country, to the pratice of
thefe virtues, were greater than the prefent,

MaNny things, interefiing in their nature,
and 1mportant in their confequences, demand
the attention of our ¢1vil fatbers, in the feve-
ral deparuments of government ; but efpecially
in the Generat Coust —-Inattention and remifi-
iefs arc at all times inexcufeable, 1n thole who
have accepted feats in government or places of
truft and authority = Ard I need not obferve,
that at fuch a day as this, they, muft be ¢rs-
winal indeed ! The laws, dittributive juftice,
the order and peace of fociety, the internal po-
licy and government of the Commonwealth,
and the trade and. commerce of the land, are
fubjects which ftatedly call for the care and
attention of rulers and government.—The ftill
vretched ftae of our mediug, by which trade

—— ey
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1s obftrufed, the poor orprefed, the courfe
of ]Uﬂ.lCE‘ in mattets of property, retarded

the community defrauded, ‘the public faith
and public credit perplexed, is truly affedting,

and demands immediate confideration ; ana 1f
anv thing within the limits of human wildom
“and peoctration can yet further be thousht of,
to re nedy fo great an cvily 1t is fcrventlv ho-
red, it will not efca}e the notice ofthchncr.{l

{:ourt

Tue declining (late of religion, morality
snd virtoe ; and the great prevalence of vicc
and mmm.alnv, nrf.lmon and profanenes, it
almoft ‘every form, and in the various oldcrs
and ages of men ; it is humbly conceived, are
fuble&h, not onlv important in themfielves,
but of the h‘ghcﬂ confequence to jhe well-
being of {ociety, and call aloud for the inter-
pofition of ruiers, who are crdained of Gob
to be a terror to evil doers and to cvil works,
“In vain do the teachers of religion and even
the amba fjadors of Chriff preach and teach the
importance of religion,the excellence of virtue,
and the ncceffuty of morahty, juftice, tempe-
rance, truth or nghtcf‘uhefs while vice, i
3ts various forms, is winged at by authority,

and Iniquity ellablifhed by law.

I wourp not be underftood, as {uppofn
this to be our cafe ; but rather to exprefs an
earneft defice to prevent it, by thole timely

exertions which wifdom and pohcy, as well
ﬂ(‘
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us picty and gedlinefs, teach us to make, for
the glory of Gop and good of fociety,—And
certaln it is, that much depends upon thofe in
authority, and much s expeted, and much
may be done by ourcivis fathers, by welle
Judged and. well-executed laws, for the fupe
prefling and punifhing of vice and immora-~
lity, and the eneouragement and fupport of
seligion and virtug, .

BuT afterall, it is by example, 2 rving exs
ample, of juttice and righteoufnefs, temperance
and chaftity, faithfulnefs and integrity ; and
that gloricus affemblage of chriftian graces
and moral virtues, by which human nature 1s
adorned, and {ociety rendered happy, that ru-
lers give energy to laws, effeCtually {upprefs
vice In its varjous forms, encourage virtue, and
introduce and promote a thorough reformation
among a people.—Virtpe 1n high ftations
thines with an increafed luftre, hath an exten=
five influcnee; and (weetly atradls the attene
rion and engages the imitaticn of all around.—<
But without this, reproofs are invain, punifh<
ments ineffectual, and laws to little or no pur-
nofe, -

In aword, a want of attention to religion
and virtue, in rulers or people, may blaft our
wifeft counfels,fap the foundations of our moft
raifed expetations and bring confufion on all
vor meafures,

o WITH

_u--l-l--—.i—'-"
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" Witu gratefal fouls and thankfulnefs to
heaven,we revere and admire the wifdom, the
piety and policy of our fore-fathers, in the
early and effeGtual care they took, even while
weak-handed and yet in an infant flate, for
the good education of children and youth,—
Laws, for the {upport of grammar (chools, in
the feveral towns, were made, eftablithed and
facredly regarded.  Colleges were founded and
endowed, and cheerfelly and generoufly fup-
ported.—Thefe inflitutions have been, for fe-
veral generations, the fources of light, of
knowle:lge, of literature, of liberty and reli-
gion ; and under Gop, the happy means of
forming many worthy charaéters, fer eminent
ufefulnefs, both in church and ftate, And to
thefe inftitutions, we are not a little indebted
for that knowledge to difcern, that wifdom to
tate, and that {pirit to defend our rights and
fiberties, civil and religious, for which the in-
habitants of thefe States have been fo juitly ce-
lebrated, in the prefent conteft ; and which
have introduced and eftablithed that glorsons
revolution which hath taken place in 4merica.
May the prefent generation be imprefled and
infpired with the fame excellent {pirit ; and
may it be encouraged and prevail, in thofe that
fucceed,to the end of time |

Tue Univerfity at Cambridge, the American
acad:y of arts and fciences, and all other 1n-
flitutions for the promoting of litergtare, arc
moft {ervently commended to the care and
patronage of ihe ¢rved fathers of this Com-
QOHWealtllﬁ S EET
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Bur it is not fo much in the high attain-.
ments in fcience, to which the learned few
may arrive, as in the diffufing common and ufe-
ful knowledze in all orders of men, that the li-
berty and fafety of a freeCommonwealth con-
fits. The former may flourith, and in fa&
have been encouraged, and carried to an emi-
nent heighth of glory, in defpotic {tates, while.
the latter hath been deprefled ; and even at
the fame time, that it hath been the ungene«
rous policy of perfons in power, to frown up-
on, and artfully to difcourage the means of
common education, and to keep the multitude
in the loweft ftate of ignorance, that thus they
might be f# #o0/s to carry to eftect the purpofes:
of oppreffion and arbitrary power ; and be
continued in a ftate of favery, without ever.

knowing,either the lofs of their ftderty, or thar
righ!s asmen,

IT hath been (zid, ¢ Thelaw is the inheri~
tance of the people.’—I with to Gop, that
multitudes of the people of this Common~
wealth, had no reafon to complain, that they
have been abridged ofa precious part of this 1n=
heritance, in that too general neglelt and con«
empt, with which zhe law,for keeping gram-
mar SCHOOLS in the {everal towns, hath
been treated for a number or years paft.—Ia
the name of Gop, our country and pofterity,
it may be pertinently afked—What becomes
of the chiidren of the poor,—the widow, and
them that have uo kefper, when fo ufetul, {0
- * neceflary

[ S TR ——
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weceffary alaw is trampled under foot i —How
can rulers be faid to be fhreids of the carth,
and 7o belong unto Gop, while avthority is de-
fpifed, and the laws evaded, difpenfed with, -
ot fet afide with impunity ?—In fine, may it
not be atked, whether more s not to be jeared,
with regard tp the liberties of a people, and
the well-being, fafety and profperity of a free’
ftate, from the thametul neglect of the infruc-
tion of children and education of youth, in fo-
cicty,than from the {word of an enemy, or the
power of an oppreflor 2% RoLets

* A number of other queflions might have been perti-
pently «{ked here : —A—What bi¢rmes of the caths of:
grand-jurors, upon the queftion, * Whether their towns
are provided with grammar fchool -maflers, according to
Jaw ' ¢ What fort of fchooig have been kept ?— * What
kind of malters have been, at Yealt, 100 often, employed,~—
¢ What the orders, the prayers, the means of infbustion
and education, in thefe fchools are 2 Whether ary
{chools, at all, bave been kept, and how long, or what
proportion of the year, in towns where the aforemention-
ed law hath been tvaded, difpenfed with, or fet afide ?
&c &c —The arfwer to thels, or other gneftions upon
this fubj: &, Ileave to thofe who know what belongs to

fechoel educatisn, 2nd to all candid, impartial, wife and
jidicious cbfetvers, to make.

Two things were, undoubtedly, in view, by our wor-
thy unceftors, in the flanding law for grammar-fchools <
Both teodiag to promote learning and knewledge 1n the
commaunity.—QOune was, ¢ that towns being ¢b'iged, nnder
¢eriain peoaltier, to provide themfelves with aell qualsf-

¢d prammar [chool-mafiers, the people iv general, the paor,
as well as rich, might, withnut immediate per‘onal cz-

pence, be providsd with good means of infirv@ion and
education for their childrec.

'The other was, that parents ar friends, whefs circums
Rances were not zfRluent, might be induced to encourage
A gening and raclination for lsaring, in promifing chil-

- dren
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Rourhnrtare filed fbields of the easth, as R
more efpecially bdongs to them, to look te
the protection of fociety and provide the de=
tence of the ftate,

STANDING armies are abhorrent to the
fieft principles of freedom, and dangerous to
the liberties of a free Commonwealth, The
iword, tn the hands of the free citizens, is the
prote&ion of focicty, and the falety and de=
ence of a people trely bravey truly free.—
May 1 be permitted to afk, whether the {fword
is in the hands of all the inhebitants of this
Commoawealh /—Whether @/ the people
have arms ?<~Qr, whether, having arms, they

"y .

are caught the arg-military, and the ufe of
their arms, f{o as to be efiectually preparcd to
oppole an invading enemy, wupon the fhorieft
totice £ % K Taar

tren or youths, by givirg them a Liberal eflucation ¢ oot
Lils pre umption, that as foon as they had perfeted chetr
fteies at Cyifege. and received the henors of an a~1de-uss
¢af cducation, they might immediately fuppoit the ulelvss,
by fﬂgﬂ‘gi"g in ichools ;—An empinym:nt fuit:ble to
their traradier, honorable to themfcives, and vicfa: 1o fra
eie'y.—Aud [ believe it may, with the greatefl trntr, be
added, thatthis cor.fideratian hath often determined pae
reis and others, to give their {ons, or other premifing
Toutas, a public cdutation 3 which othe: wife they would
rat. Ard thus mary a good chelar ard worthy chare&er,
Lath been intrndiczd to public ufefuloefs, ia chureh of

ﬂm:,: which, bu: for this (2w, mulk have been loft 10 the
pubiic, 20d remained in cbicurity.

* Had ] feen or known of the late exc-H:nt and wells
adjrfied militia a3, before the writing and deliveris g this

Vicuurle, [ fhould pot, perhaps, have ttoubicd (he avdi-
Ou 86
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Tuar Gop, who fitzeth upon the throne
of Eis boinefs, in the rife, progrefs, and even
unto the prefent flate of the grear conteft, in
which we are engaged, hath glorioufly ap-
peared for our help and fupport, in number-
lefs inftances, And 1t 1s not eafy to fuppofs,
por is it agreeable to the general courfe of
divine providence, that fuch begtnnings -
fuch goodly joundaticus, as, at this day, are
feen, in the rifing States of America, thould
be cruthed or overthrown.—Buat their deli-
verance, their freedom 2rd independence may
be greatly checked, and their rife, arowth and
olory, fhamefully retarded, by the inattention
or remifsnefs of rulers, or the regligence and
languor of the people.

Hap the glorious fuccefs of our armsat
the Weftward, and the {urrender of General
Burgoyne and his whole army, in the year 197,
been followed with fpirited meafures, and
backed with thofe exertions, which wifdom
and found policy diftated, and which the Uns-
ted States were able to have made ; we may
rationally fuppofe, it might have gone far tc-
wards the reduction of the enemy and haften-
ing a peace, upon terms of juitice and equali-
ty.—How this frccefs was improved, is not
plealing to remember |—May paft omiflions
prave leflons of witdom, for time to come.

Tue

ence with th-fe plain and intersfling quefltions : every
thing necefliry to a well-regulated wmifitia, bcirgfﬂjlr
@omp-cherded ard provided forin the a,~—{ mad Ans
cicly wilh it may ve lzidtly cbizrved, ) |

L ':IP
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Tue prefent year is important, and feems
to open upon us, big with the faic of Ameri-
ca,~—of Europz, and pethaps of the worid of
maﬂfez:zd —This is the runterefls g crifis, for
which the cnemy have waited, and to which
they have loolied, with anxious expectation,
2$ the period for the fuccefs of their arms and
the fubjugation of America.  And it is both
natural and 1l to fuppole, that this year a4/
their {trength, and ¢// their raze, will be put
forth, with the utmoft energy of exertion.—
May GOD ALMIGHTY defeat and difap-
pnmt them ! I—DBut can we exped, if we are
wantin ; to ourfelves, or relulant and negli-
g2nt 11 making tlofc {trenuous exertions, to
which we are o 1Oadly called, by Gop and
our coentry, that the d?_‘lg(:d.'[!..cl(;?fq will at-
tend !

To roul r] our attention, and give the
{pring to the nobiclt exertons, may we realize
more decply than ever, the greafzcs of the
caufe, and how much s "“1 nending upon 1S
fucu:b- M&)’ we oo col 11.*:',11‘:13[;.:3 the
diftrefes of oar beding o n"‘;;r»., e aiid with
ail the fechngs of hn m iy, cali 1nto view,
the fuffzrings of cur bredhren in the honds of
the enc MY, & IREHE Favane, Cie walde ano aé-
frruction, which mark ihe dens of Beriifh
cruelty, throughont tae lind, and new take
place in the Southern Stetes i—Above all,
may we attcad to the wotce of ourv dircthron’s
BL3CD, which cries for vengeance {rem

. 1.
N 2 (g
- R T
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the ground 1—To the MANES of our flazneh-
tered frienas, who firfl jeli a facrifice 10 the
oppreflor’s raze, and fuffered as MARTYRS
in their country’s canfe l—To the MANES
of all thele brave commanders and 1LLUS-
TRIGCUS HFI{OEH who have nobly fOUghc
and nobly bled in 1ts cetence |—1

O My fathers and brethen ! ALL ' All 1s
yet at ftake 1—All may yet be laft, if we rifg
not, as one man, to the noble caufe | —How
glorious mull it be, for want of attention,
for want of execrtion, to fhip-wreck in the
hurbour—io fail at laft ?—Where, then, the
pleafing fcenes of LIBERTY, INDEPEN-
DENCE and SOVEREIGNTY, which we
have ploml.cd ocrielves s-—-Whele the glori-
ovs foundutiors of Fie FEDUM and fafetyl
which our CIVIL CONSTITUTIONS have
hid ?—4And where the beautitul {fuperfirece
ture of gover L.ment and laws, which has
been ereed vpon bem ?— Alas | —T} hey are
daiined, th ey vl , \hey are gone—Iloft ! ¥or-
&Ver {ofi P ,

PuT can trad be the event ? Chall this be
the tatal end) the fhametul itloe of all the 3 o=
Tions eNoriie o5 that have beln m ade ----03 dll
the biteer (- {forin. s that have been cncureﬁr--u

of Wil t"f‘;wm' 4y 85ed hat hath been thed ¢
fs this nelib e ? Cug it ever orce be ! For-
bid it Ru_ HTEOU-HEAVEN | FOtbla it,

MY COUWIRY ! e e e e

’ | e LTSETIEG
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oemmee Aerica tifes, indignant, at the fla
wiik thought.—Her FREE-BORN SONS are
not fo loft to the fenuments of liberty, the
love of their country, or the feelings of huma-
nity, as to bear the moft diftant 1dea of fuch a
aifgraceful end, to this glorious contelt. Nor
can they ever be {o debafed, as to retain a
wilhh to farvive the lofs of liberty, or their
cauatry’s ruafn.—Much lefs to ftand the tame
fpetators of the facrifices, that (in fucha
cife) muft and will be made, of noble patri-
ots, wife counfellors, faithfal rulers, brave
commanders, and illuitrions heroes, and, 1In
fine, of the beft friends and befl blood of
AVIERICA, by the 4X or HALTER, to
{stiate the rage and glut the maiice of u Bri-
tith conquerar ! Or, perhaps, that which is
flill more affe@inz and degrading—to be
dnemed ro watte away the remainsof a wretche

ed lite in poverty, chains, {lavery, or a cruel
imorifgument !

THAT this hath been the end of civil wars,
whe the (trugzgles for liberty have failed of
fuccets ¢+ And that fuch hath been the fate of
thote. whom congnering oppreflors have teen
Fleaied to {ti_matize, with the names of RE-
BELS aad TRAITORS, numberlefs inftan-

¢es in the molt celebrated hiftories, abundantly
prove,

'Fis after the war is clofed, whether by
toaquelt or fubmilion, that Lhu... bitterelt re-

- ¥ente
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venge takes place 3 and under the pretence of
law, juftice or necefiity, it is then, that f4e
worthieft charalicrs are facrificed, the ncbief?
peiriots fall, and the riche} blod of ¢ aativi

ﬂaws.

‘Tu1s was the cafe at Rome, and thefe the
confequences tnat attended their civi/ wars,
from time to time. This was efpecially fo,
10 thofe between Mearius andSylia, by which
that great republic was, for many years, con-
vulled to its toundations. 'In their turns, du-
ring the conteft, both Marius and Syila {tained
the ftreets of Rome with the bloed of her
inolt venerable fenators and worthielt citizens,

at the cruclty of Syila, afier he had conquer-
ed the party of Marius, and gained the fom-
mit of abfolutc power, over the whele cam-
monweaith, was beyond the power of defcrip-
tion, and I had almofl faid, of belief itfcif. *

WHEN

¢ Toconfim th» ghove renrefentation, to faow thas it
5 0L LO9D 271 cloneed. and Lo pive a ﬁr:cfrxm of what
2 preple mey jultl (xoe@t feom a corgrering TIR {NT
at heelofeiofa ofuit qwar 3 | by foave to tufert a palT:gB
or two from an aurhentic ftiry of Reme.

¢ The taking 0f Preveflz ard Norba put an end tothe
@ civil war indraly.  Sylla therafore, having placed 11 atl
 the Italizn provine:s fuck povernors as were intirely at
¢ his dovotion,ard poked Gveral fittle carops indif:rent
¢ d-3piftss to keep the crudtor in awe, rurned to R::m'!;
¢« whi'ch ht cntersd atthe nead ~f his tronps T he f2mme
¢ dsg be alemmbiad the peopis in the Comitiam, aod 1014
¢ ¢necy with 2n haunhiy air, that be had C:‘:‘qmﬂ‘d;
6 put e Cicf who Fad made him take up vrms :g;‘ll_‘if’(
¢ i countsy,dhonid (XOiaLe Lig biocd tiey Lad manse fim
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Wurw, mad with loyalty,the Britifh nation
reltored their fuitertng tyrant, Charles 11d. a
{cene of blood was opened, more- affeCting,
perhaps, to the more judicious part of the peo-
ple, than all that had appeared in the civil war,

Notwithftanding

¢ fhed, with taeirown. [ wi!! got frare one faid he who ba}?
¢ borne arms againfl we.  They thail all perifh 10 a mang
¢t Thefe words, from 2 man who was abfoiute mafter of
their fives & fortunes, made the moft refalnte tremble.
¢« They filled ihe whole city with dread and horror 5 aud
¢t the conflternation was doubied the next day, when - they
¢ faw fixad up in all public pizces, a Hfit of proferibad
¢ perfons, containing the names cf forty fenators ang fix-
¢ teen hundred kuigsts. 1§ sny m2an guve fhelter to o
¢ perfon proferibed, though his {fun, his beother, or his
o father, death was the curtain reward of his humanity g
t¢ whaieas the afl:flin was recompenced with two talents,
6 ¢ tuongh a flave had murdered his mafter, or a fon bhis

¢ {ather.—The fyrant chofe fuch agents to execute his
¢+ decrees. as.-had even lefs pity than himfelf; The chief
v of thofs was the infamous Cataline At the head
«t of a band of aflallins, he feoured the fireets, and killed
“ miny koights and fenators before they knew they were
. pmfcnhcd The perfons named tn the lift were foughe
“ for in thcir own houfes, in the porticoes, and even in
¢ the temples 3 whence they wers dragged to Sylla, and
¢ coucily bu chered in his prefenec.

-
-

A

¢ The m-flscre was not corfined to thof: named ia
¢ the lift. Sy/la cxrended his revinge to 2il who had
“ borne arms againflt him, of waat rank foever, or condi-
“ tion, Nay, biscruel agents tnck lhu opportunity to
 graiify their private revoegs and avarice, confoundiog
¢ the mnft inncczut and p:. “cezbie with the moft guiltys,
** cut of fome private arudye, or purely for the fake of
# their weaith and rich furnirure,  In fhort, the flaugh-

ter was {o dreadin!, that Sylu was rcpmachtd with i¢
evea by hin beft fiiendss  Among cthers, 2 young fzna-
“ tor, mimed Caius Metellur, veniured one day to afe
 him tn {ul! fenave, whex Le deligned to put a fRop te

ff the ¢alawilics Lf.!lis Wi x‘_CI.:Lm. We do not inter=

8 Gede

iy

-
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Notwithftanding the exile-king promifed eves
ry thing to regain the throne ; and upon his
seturn and refloration, made public proclamas
tion of an -alt of amnefly or general pardon ;

not ouly the &ing’s judges, fo called; but many
of

“ cede, faid he, for fuch as you have fefolved 1o defiroy
* but only defire you to free thafe [rom unesfirzefs, whom
Y you have determined 1o fave. Syila, wihcut fecming
*¢ to take this beld fncech »mifs, anfwered cocly, thac he
koew not yet whom he fhould fuve.. Name to ur ther,
replied Merellus, thofe you are determined 10 defiroy,
That I will au, anlwered Syila, verv (m=rily, ard ime
mediagely coufed a4 new hlt to be fix:d up of eighty cia
tigens, whom he proferibed, moft ot them {e atars. and
perfons of great difiic&ion, The next doy k2 prefesia
bed two bundred and twenty more, ard an eqial rums
ber the third,  Among thele was Motcus Mariur, %ho
was nearly related to the great Marius a-d higxhly fa-
veurzd by the people.~—He was fe.z d by Cataline, and
put to death, afier having {:ffered ‘he meft wxquift e
torments tyranny could ipvent. He was whipozd thro?
all the fireets of Rome, and, zf'er this igpeminicus ru-
vifhment, carried beyond the Tyber. where by Sylia's
barbarous agents, his eyes were put out, his hands a.d
ears cut off, nis torgue torn out, ail his j vints d:{locaied,
*t and his bones breken  One Marcus £)#torius, heing
¢ meved at fuch an affc&ing fight,could ror he-p pieyh.g
the unfortunate yourg man ; which {» cffonded Syila,
s tiat he ordered him tobe killed on the fpot.  And now
o after nine theufand fenators, kiights, and citizens ad
¢ heen fnhumaniy mardered by Syila’s ageuts, he off-m-
*i bled the people, and told them, that be hed profc-ib-d
% 25 many as he could thiok of at prefect: and as for
“1 thofe he had furgut, they fhould be preferibed toc, as
& foon as he coutd czil them to his memory I

a
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This was the feene in the city of Rome —Wheat awfal
havock, then, muft the fame meafures of croelty heve
made in the other cities and ftates of that great Commone
wealth | —But no commest is neceflary.,

Vid, Uaiveell Did, vol. xiiie pag. 83, 84, &e,
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of the worthieft charaGers were foon azfainss-
ed and profcribed : And it was quickly found,
that nothing (hort of the d¢f# bod of the na-
tion, would be a facrifice fufficient to appeafe
his own refentment, or his fatber's ghoft,

‘Trge fame, or perhaps, more affe@ing
fcenes will probably be opened in America,
{hould we fail of fuccefs in the prefent conteft ; -
or thould thefe.Unsted States be ever fubdued
by arms, or cajaled by arts, to aretucn and-
fubmiflion to Britain.—But this is an event,
which (we fumly truft) will acver take place.

Uron the whole ¢ in our united counfels .
and exertions, we .may yet hope, and even,
alfure ousfelves, that Gop who wbo fitterh
upon the tbrone of bss bolinefs, will behold our
Rate, hear our prayers, and fill masntain our’
right and plead our caufe,~That he will haf-.
ten the period of our prefent diftreffes, and,
give us to fee, in his own way and-time, the,
liberty, independence, fovescignty and glory of
the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

cftablithed on a foundation that fhall never be.
moved, N

Anp what a bright, what a glorious fceng,
of liberty and felicity doth fuch an happy il=
tuc of this great and interefling comtel, pre-
fent to our view P——america, redeemed out
of the bands of her encmics—:he United

T T L T States

Penay Yol st e =l
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tatrs, delivered from the oppreflurs yoke 5
the f{ecure retreat of 1njured innocence and the -
happy e’yfum of the opprefled and diftreffed,

— {'he feat of juftice and equity, of freedom

and empire—extenfive in trade and flourithing

i1 commerce—ibounding in riches and wealth

—and illufirious in literature—in arts and {cie

ences ;—and, above all, glorious in the know=
Jedge and pradlice of the pure and peaceful

relizton of our LORD a~p SAVIOUR

JESUS CHRIST : —And the unborn miitions

of fucceeding ages, uniting in their grateful

acknowledgments of praife and thankfgiving
to GOD the {upreme ruler, for that fpirit of

wifdom, liberty, patrioti{fm and bravery, with

which he was pleafed to infpire the patriots
and beroes ; and even the whole body of the -
people of the prefent generation :—and, in fine
-—THIS PEOPLE, THE UNITED

STATES OF AMERICA, a name, a praije
and & zlory among the nations, throughout al}

generations, to the end of time,

Tuar fich maybethe end fuch thereward,
and fuch the tmportant and lafting effeds, of
this great and glorious conteff, may GOD, of
his infinite mercy,grant, through Jefus Chrift,

cur LOAD
A M E N,

T ——
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AGE 3, line 24, read, delegates, 1bid. line 31, veod,

arethen, P. 10, 1 21, r. icdangers. P. 14. 1 23,
r. monarchical. F. 20,1} 18, r. with the feveral P,
16, note &. §. 2, r. faithful. P.33, n.a 1 6 r. the
purpofes of his ambition, P. 39. 1. 12, r. cheartully,
P. 44. 0. 1. 24, 1. forelated, avdfor. P. 46, 1. 2, 1o
Rath pled. P. 47, 0.1 6, r. ordonance fteres. P. g1. L
peouit, r. grateful people. P- 52. bot. r. Pfilm 118, 23.

. 63, 1. 10, 1. chearfully, P, 65, 1. 3. r. provide for,



