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AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION,

« WHYAREYOU ACHRISTIAN!

NOT becaufe T was born in &

Chriftian country, and educated in
Cohriftin principles ;—not heeaufe 1
fiid the illuttrious Bacow, ROYLE,
Lockg, CrLar¥E and MrpwToOW, a-
mona the protelHrs and detenders of
Chriftianity j—nor mevely becaafe the
{yvitem idfelt i £Hadinibably calculared
to mend and exalt human nature : Lut
brcaule the eviderce zccomparying
the Galael, fas convineed ne of s
trurh, T'e fecondary caufes, :flign-
ed by unhelievers, do not, in my judg-
ment, .ccomnt for the rife, progrefs,
and early triumphs of the Chriftian
religion.  Unon the principles of fcep-
ticifm, I perceive an effe@ without an
adequate caufe. I therefore, ftand

acquitted to my own reafon, thoughI

s o~
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4 CLARKE ON

contiute to belicve and profefs the re-
Lioien of Jefus Chrilt,  Arguing from
o &ts to caufes, [thisk, [ have philo-
fopny on my {ide. And reduced toa
choice of difficulties, I encounter not
f3 many, in adwitting the miracles af-
cribed to the Savieur, as in the arbi-
trary fuppofitions and ccenjeétures of
his enemies.

1 bat there ence exiited fuch a per-
fon as jefu% Chriit ; that he appeared
in Judea in the reign of Tiberius ; that
Le taught a fyﬂezn of morals, fuPex -
our to aay inculcated in the Jewifh
{chiools ; that he was crucified at Je-
ruf:lemn ; and that Pontius Pilate was
the Roman governour, by whofe fen-
tence he was condemned and executed,
are falts which no one can rvealunably
call in queftion. ‘The mott inveterate
deifts adinit them without dificulty.,
Andindeed, todilpute thefetaéts would
be giving the lie to all hiitory. As
well might we deny the exitence of
Cicero, as that of a perfon by the
name of Jefus Chrift. And with equal
propriety mtght we call in queftion
the orations of the former, as the dif-
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courfes of the latter. We are moral.
ly certain, that the ene entertaircd
the Romans with his cloquence 5 and
that the other ceabwitened the Jews
with his wifdom. Botitis unnecefla-
ry 1o labour thefe peines, becaufe they
are cenerallv conceded. They, who
aif &t to defpife the Evangehifis and
Anoitles, profufs to reverence Tacitus,
Sicronius, and Pliny,  And thele emi-
nent Romans Lear tefitmeny (o feve-
ral particuiws  which relire to the
perfon of Jefu: Chrnit, hi-i:fluence as
the fouader of a fet, 2nd his crutcifix-
ion. From ad. ference to humsan au-
thority, all therefre, :‘.ck.mw!:dgre,
that the Chrittian religion derived i.s
name firom Jeius me. Ard many
are {H jull to its merits, as to admit,
that he taughe better than Confucius ;
and pradtifed better than Socrates or
Plato,
But, I confefs, my creed embraces
many mare articies. 1 believe, that
Jefus Cheiil was not merely a teacher

of virtue, but thar he had a fpecial
A2
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commiflionto teach. I believe, that
his doctrines are not the wo: k of hu-
man rcafon, but divine comniunicati-
ons to mankind. I believe, that he
was authorized by God to proclaim
frroivenefs to the penitent ; and to
reverl a ftate of immoital glory and
bLiedeinels to thofe who fear God, and
work righteoufnels. Ibelieve, in fhore,
the whole evangcikk hiftorv, and of
confequence, the divine original of
Chriftianitv, and the fucred sutbority
of ths GHfpei. Others may rejedt
thefs things as the idions of human
art or policy.  Buot I affent to them,
from a full conviGion of their truth,
The grounds of” this e nvi&ion, T fha!l

m.*n in the cou. fe of this work. And
1 Ml undertile to o v, Why the
objetions of t:fileliry, thaugh they
have often fivscked my frelings, have
never ver thaken my faith.

To come then, to the Queflion :
Wiy ARE You A CrrisT1aN? | an-
{ver, becaule the Chriltian religion
carrics with it internal miarks of its
truth- 3 becaule not only without the

aid, but in oppofition to the civil au-
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thority, in oppofition to the wit, the
argument, aud violence of its enemies,
it made its way ; and gained an efta-
blithment in the world : becaufe it ex.
hibits the accomplifhment of fome pro-
phecies ; and prefents others, which
have been fince fulhlled : and becaufe
its author difplayed an example, and
performed works, which befpeik, not
srerely a fuperiour, bur a divine cha-
rater. Upon thefe feveral fals, [
ground my belief as a Chriftian, And,
till the evidence on which they reft,
can be invalidated by counter evidence,
I mut retain my priuciples, aud my
proictiion.
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SEcTION I.
The Internal Evidcuce of Chriflianity,

Firf}—I am a Chriftian, beeaufe the
intrinfick excellency of Chriftianity
points it out-as a {yftem worthy of my
belief ; becaufe the laws whicu it pre-
fcribes, the fpirit which it breathes,
and the difcoveries which it makes, are
fo admirably f{uited to the conflitution
and circumftances of man, that I can-
not rejet it.  The preceptive part of
Chriflianity has been very generally
anproved. And how is it poffible,
that any one fhould ferioufly objeét to
Liws, which tend to correét the errors,
and reform the vices of human nature;
and to ex:lt the charaller of man to
the higheft ftage of moral perfection?
If Chriftianity prefcribed the aufteri-
ties of the mank, the folitude of the
heruiit, or the wanderings of the pil-
gr'm 5 if it cven gave countenance to
fuc' extr wvecandes, or allowed them
tae lowell Jdevvee of merit, T fhould
clicein it o forwidable ebjediion to the



fyftem. Put nothing of this difcrip-
tion can be found in the writings ef
the Fvangelifts or Apoftles. Thofe
writings pour contempt upon all fu-
perftitious practices; and lead vs to
afcribe no value to any works, but
thole of true piety and virtue. They
teach us to worfthip God in fpirit and"
in truth ; to love him fupreniely ; to
be gratetul for his favours, and refign-
ed to his difpenf{ations ; to truft in his
mercy, and rejoice in his government.
They teach us to dilmifs all anxious
cares and apprehenfions : and having
employed the means, which infinite
wifdom has appointed, to leave the
cvent with infinite poodnefs. They
teach us to love our neighbour as our-
felves 3 to forgive him when he has in-
jured us ; to bear with his infirinities,
and toexcufchis follies 5 to weep with
him in his diftrefles ; when he is in
want, to afford him our afliftance ; and
to do to him as we fhould think it fit
and reafonavle, that he fhould do to
us. They teach us to love even our
enemics, fo far at leafl, as to abftain
from revenge ; and to render them of-
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fices of kindnefs, when their circum-
ftances call for commiferation. They
reach us to govern our appetices and
iaifions, to be chafte, Fumnble, tempe-
rate, pure, and as much as poflitle, to
Ge like our farther in heaven, whofe
charadter is an aJemblage of every na.
tural andmoral perte &ion. They teach
cliilldren to reverence and obey their
parents ; and parencs 1o love, inftrudt,
and provide f r tlieir children.  Tley
teach the hufhand conjugal fidelity and
affection ; and the wife, the peculiar
duties of her ftation, and the amiable
virtues which adorn the fex ; and blefs
the marriage union.  They teach muf-
ters lenity, and the fervants faithful-

¢f5. They teach rulers to exercife
their authority for the public good ;
and perfons in private life, not to with-
hold honour and fubmiflion from thofe,
under whofe wifc and jutt adminiltra-
tion, they lcad quiet and peaceable
lives. Inaword, the affluent and the
poor, the prciperous and the affli¢ted,
the aged and the voung, may all find
their duty in the ficred hooks. And
the duties, there enjuined, are fuch as
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the enlightened reafon of every man
muft approve.

Thefe fublime leflons cf norality
are found in various pares ot the INew
“Veftament. They envich the diving
fcrmon on the Mount.  And they are
contuined in the excellent parables de-
livered by Jefus Clrift, T alfy fiad
them in the difcourtss of the Analites,
and in their patt ral lerters. [ may
fay, wherever I open the Chriftian vo-
lumes, I find e directivn, whict:, if
properly obferved, would render mie
a good neighbour, a good member of
fociety, a good friend, and a gnod n-an!
And isit cofiible for me to doubr the
divine originul of a fyitem, which fur-
nithes fuch rules 3 and contemplates
fo glorious an obje ?

If the prohibitions of Jefus Chrift
were univerfally reparded, and his
Jlaws obeyed, whatbleflings would pour
in on fociety ? There would be no wars
among the nations of the earth. There
would be no appiefsion. There would
be neither tyrants nor flaves. Every
ruler would be juft ; every citizen
would be honelt ; every parent would



-§2 "CLARKE OWN.

be faithful to his charge ; every child
would bLe dutiful ; the pureft uffeéion
would recommend domeftic life ; and
neighbours wouid be mutval bleflings,
Under the dominion of Chriftianity,
envy, pride, and jealoufy, would give
way to the moft enlarged benevolence.
Human nature would recover its dig-
nity. And every rman would reap the
prefent reward of his own virtues,
Fro:m thefe faéts, others may draw
their o.wn conclufions : my infcrence
is, that Chriftianity is true. I do not
beiieve, that {ucha fyftem of morals
can be the work of human wifdom.
That thefe laws originated with God
and that Jelus Chrill was commniiflion-
ed to promuleat: them, appears tome
a much moare rational juepjefiion,
The morel infpet them, thelefsam |
inclined to compliment human ingenu.
ity with fo glorious a produétion. If
then, I continue to believe in this age
of refinement, and tiree inquiry, it is
becaufe I am unable to refitt the evi-
dence arifing from the tranfcendent
excellency of the Chriftian precepts.
I thiak it -infinitely morc probable,
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that they fhould be a communication
from God, than that philofophy fhould
jultly claim the honour of the inven-
tion.

The do@rines of the Chriflian reli-
gion turnith an additonal argument
inits favour.  They are fuchasappear
worthy of God, and anfwerable to
the natural expedtations of men. T he
pertections of the Deity, hisagency in
the creation and governtient of the
world, the conditions of his approba-
tion, the confiquences, and a future
{tate of exiftence, are points, refpect-
ing whicheveryreafonablebeina would
with for information. Andit is afo &,
that the New Tleftament throws di-
vine Ho'ic on all thele aticles, Ie in-
forms v, thar there 1s Ope God 3 that
Lie is infiaiteiy holy, wife, beoevolent,
an jait ; that heis letr exittent and
independent 3 that his power is ircefif-
tible, and his prefeoce vniverful ; that
he made and upirolds all worlds 5 the
he created the nurnan fpecics, and cve-
ry interiour being 3 that he is moreo.
ver, their preferver and beneliictor ;
that be exercifes a moral government

B
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over man ; that he requires obedience
to Lis laws, and confequently, refents
their infradtion ; that forgivenefs is
Pomblb, and repentance and reforma-
tion the con‘itions ; that death is not
utter deldruétion ; that all who die
will live apain ; that all who are rai-
fed, will be judged ; and that there is
a future ftate, in which virtue will fhine
with unfading luftre, and receive an
everlafting reward. Thefe are not
ufelefs fpeculations, but doirines of
infinite moment. They intercft as
well the heart, as the underftanding.
And their influence extends both to our
ations, and our enjoyments.

It would be eafy to produce the va-
rious pailages, in which thefe points
are maintzined. Buot it is unneceflary;
as every once will allow them to be
do&rines of Chriftianity., Whether
the fyftem be true cr not, it certaiuly
cont.ins thefe articles. I would now
Pt thie aueftion to every fober T heift,

whether I mult renounce cither my
cnaaritanding, or iy C ‘ced ! Is there
any thing incredittle i this reprefenra-
con of God and wman, of the demands
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of the one, and the deftination cf the
other ? Muft I offer an affront to my
reafon, if Ibelieve in one God, exer-
cifing the authoriy ; and poflefled of
all the glorious attributes afcribed to
him in the Chriftian writings? Does
my underftanding revolt at the evan-
gelical account of his providence and
moral government ! That 1 {hould
make it my {tudy to obey him ; when
guilty of difobedience, that I fhould
repent and reform ; and that, 23 I be-
have, {o I may expect to be treat-
ed ; is there any thing irrational in
- thefe dotrines ? We read of a medi-
ator, and a rich variety of bleflings
difpenfed through him ; and is not this
agreeable to the eftablifhed conflitution
-of thingsin the world? Do not tem-
poral mercies often flow to us through
the mediation of others? And may
not many inftances be produced, in
which the political redemption of a
nation has been accomplifhed by the
labours ; or purchafed by the blood of
fome virtttous patriot ! Iscommon fenfe
infulted by the do&rine of a refurrec-
tion? This has been afferted : but with
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what reafon, I never could conceive.
When I examine the power and wif-
domoi God, they do not appear in-
competcnt to fush an effe&. Whenl
confidler the diviae goodaefs, T fce no-
thing it the refurredtion ot man irre-
conciicable with that perteftion. And
when I refle®t, that God formed the
himan body 3 and inipired the breath
of lite, I can eafily believe, that he is
able to raife us up ar the laft day. Be-
fore I can rejeét the refurrcélion of
mankind, it muft thercfore, be demon-
ftrated, that the terms imply a centra-
diltion.

As tu a future ftate of retribution,
I would af, what prefumption there
is againft it.  YWe find, thiit we have
already experienced grveit changes.
Since our firft introduéion to this
world, our altive and intelletusl pow-
ers have guined ftrength, as we bave
advanced towards maturitv,  And
why may wenot hereafter poffefs them
in higher perte@ion? Why may we
not move, not merely in a new, but
in a nobler fphere? And as a moral

covernment is evidently begun in this
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ftate, why may it not be completed in
another ? In thefe e\nef{anuw I think
we are {unpor ted b\; t e .4”4:. v of
nature- As we have ulvea” , exiiled
in diff:renc flates, new fce.ze% My be
in referve for us ;' and new capacliics

- action, enjoyment, and tuoffering
may await us beyr'nr‘ the prave,

Combining the d o@ines an) pre-
cepts of Chritizeity, [ am lod then,
to infer from them the truth of the
{yftein. DBocaufe thetfurmer are o ime-
portant, and the latter {o benehcizl ;
becaufe the d>&Girines of Chrill tend to
make us fo wife, an:? Lis laws {o good,
I am, in a manner, compelied to re.
ceive them as divine,  Such is their
fance ne excelience, that [ omft afcend
t> heawven for an adequare caufe.
al=at therefore, mofl unfiireedly to
tisie words of car fovinur, ¢* my doc-
trine is not mine, bat nis who {unt
me.””  And §do aflert, were there no
otherevidence that our relicionis from
God, it wouvld be mere resfonzble to
atmit irs chims o a divine oiiginal,
thau to reject them.

B2
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SrcTioN Il

Evidence arifing from the carly triumphs
of Chriftianity.

But my faith as a Chriftian, does
ot reft on this fingle foundation., 1
iave other reafons for believing the
rofpel.  The early trinmphs of Chrif-
tianity furnifh a Svcond, andin my view,.
a moft weighty argument in {upport
of my religion. And my convi&ion
of its truth gains {trength every time g
[ examine its introdudtion, progrefs,
and eftablifunent in the world,  Re-
curring to e perind of its infancy, I
find, that it macc its way not only
without the 2id, but in oppofition to
the civil autherity. [ obferve, thatic

rofe fuperiour to the wit, the argu-
meat and the vinlence of its enemies,
I perceive, that it baffled the arts of
vhe Jewith prieflts and rulers ; and fup-
ported itfelf againft the rage of the
multitude. \When HHeathens became
its encmies and perfecutors, 1 find their
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cppofition as ineffeGtual as that of the
Jews. Though it was the contempt
and derifion of the morc leading cha-
raters in fociety, yet I take notice,
that it gained a wonderful afcendency
over the human mind ; and atlength
became the religion of the Roman
world. Thefe are falts: and how am
I to account for them, if Chriftianity
be a mere fable ?

I can cafily Lelieve, that animpof-
ture may f{ucceed, if it have the pubiic
prejudices, the learning, wealth, and
influence of the country, or the fword
of the magiftrate onits fide. I never
wondered, that the atteimpts ot Maho-
met to eftablith Lis religion, were
crowned with fuccefs. When Iverufe
the Koran, a:id examine the materials
of which it is compnfed ;—when I ob-
ferve how much the work is indebtea
to the Jewith and Chriftiana revelati-
ons ;—when I furvey the particular
part, which Maho'net, or his agents
fupplied ;—when I fee, withhow much
art the whole is accommodated to the
opinions and Labits of Jews, Chrifti-
ans, and Pagans ;—when I coufider
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what induleencies it grants, and what
fnrare fcenes it unfolds ;—when 1 ad-
vert to the peculiar circundiances of
the times, whenits auther forn od the
valt defign of aftuning the 1eyal and
prophcetic character j—and more than
all, when L eontenrplate the teforn er
at the head of a concuerirg uriy, the
Koran in one hand, and in tle cilar, a
fwvord,—J] cannot be furprifed ot the
civil and religicus :'C\'()Imi(m. v el has
Lnmortalized Lis name With L ad
vaniaoces, how could he 'f;xil ot fuced f3?
FEvery thing favoured the enicrpiifes
The nations beheld o military apcttles
And they, who were u"(:,-nvin"c-d Ly
Liis ArgOments, arer Wlaed at by faord,
ur aid Ja‘!lh Chrifi navercecou feto
i h tacares in orders to ol b s
relioion ! A\vao he g conoon, o his a-
poitles foldiers @ fopoeat of B Cidive
Linen, did Lie ofvort be refon of
mankind, bv arpe }':‘f; to the fvang ?
IVdde learigrg ot 10 cod cone to bis
afiittance ? I,-u f"ez""fi TG t"fc‘-‘ '**Cc
plead his mu{'? Were wne orincitles
f Lis religion fach as woer B .':.?'-!‘v Cane
tivate pefons of Lgu.c and Ludlion
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VWould wealth be partial to them ? It
is granted, that the laws of Chriftia-
nity are perfectly accemmodated to
the rcafonable, and moral nature of
man ; but did the habits cf the age,
in which they were promulgated, pre-
difpofe the public mind to receive thefe
laws ? And were the dollrines of the
gofpel confonant to prevailing and po-
pular opinions ! There is not a man,
who has cxamined the life, the acti-
ons, and the religion of Jefus Chrift,
who will anfwer one of thefe queries
in the aflirmative.

In the whole compafs of hiftory, no
fact is better eftublifhed than the paci-

fick charadler of our great mafter, and

the inoffenfive meafures by which he
profecuted his caufe. He provlaimed
the truths ; and inculcated the duties
of his religion : but he ufed no violence
to make men believe the one, or prac-
tife the other. He addreffed himfelf
to the reafon of mankind ; and then
left them to make up their own judg-
ment. At length he fuffered ; and his
caufe devolved upon certain perfons
who had attended wpon his. miniftry,

J //
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an:l been witnefles of his adtions.
Thefe perfons, called apofties, went
forth into the world 5 and raught the
f2:me truths, wlhich they had learned
from their mafter, and which he had
{arled with his blood.  Inimiration of
their oreat pattern, they likewif= ap-
plied, not to the paflions, but to the
reafon of the ase. With the Jews,
they arguied on their own principles,
Anl for the convition of Gentiles,
they appealed to faéts. Not one of
their enen:ies ever pretended, that
more fermidable weapons were em-
ploved by the apoftles in the Chriltian
caufe. How then thall we account for
their fuccefs ? What induced feveral
thoufands of the Jewifh nation to em-
brace Chriftianity ? And why did {fuch
multitudes of the Gentile world for-
f:ke their fuperflitions ; and receive
the religion of the gofpel?

Was Chriftianity a popular fyftem ?
None couid belefsfo. Did it open the
way to a feat in the Sanhedrim, to the
honours of the priefthood, or to an of-
fice under the Roman government ?
I never heard the infinuation. Was

-
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it anintrodu@tion to werih or pewer?
It was the vary r1everfe.  Tid ic flat.
ter any of the ruling pofliens «f the
human heart, or permit their gratifi-
cation? Fvery one, who has examnin-
ed it. knows thie contrarv.  If then,
as ti.e tern's are cenerally underftocd,
it was neither honourable, profitable,
nor popular ;—if it was the derifion
of philofophy, and the contempt of
learning ;—if the wit ¢f the age was
exerted coninft it,—if the priefthood
hated, and the magiftrate perfecutedit,
to what caufe am I to afcribe the pre-
valence of Chiiftiarity 2 Under all
thefe difadvantages, what enabled it to
keep its ground ? Upon one principle
onlv, can I account fer this fuét ton y
own fatisfa@ion, and that is the truth
of the fyftem, and the patronage of
heaven. Icanbelieve, that truth may
triumph over the moft formidable op-
pofition ; and that God is able to de-
fend his own caufe,

For every phenomenon in nature,
there muft be a fufficient reafon. This
is a do&rine of philofophy ; and not
only fo, but a di¢tate of common fenfe.
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Taking this principle for granted, I
thercfore, endeavour to account for
the exiftence of Chriftianity. I find,
that the religion of Jelus is not coeval
with inany events preferved in hittory,
By means of various records, which
have cfcaped the ravages of time, I
perceive, that lefs than eighteen centu-
rics wiil carry me back to the age, in
which this religion was firft prepofed
to the world. By the confeflion of
its enemies, it derived no fupport from
the family connexions, outward cir-
cumftanccs, or fate of itsauthor. So
far from it, all thefe things operated
againft it.  Jefus Chrift, thougha very
excellent, was in the eftimation of the
world, a very obicure perfon. His
family, though once exalted, had fal-
len into decay. And his fate was as
infamous as it was unmerited. His
followers likewife, and thofe with
whom le left his caufe, were generally
as obfcure as their mafter. They had
not wealth, to give them importance.
They were not men in power. Nor
were their natural abilities, or literary
attainments {o great, as to give thema
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decided fupericrity over their enemies.
It is certain therefore, that Chriftiani-
ty did not owe its fuccefs to any thing
dazzling in the perfonal accomplifh.
ments or circumftances of its firft
preachers.

Where then, fhall I look for the
caufe ? Thereligion of Chrift did pre-
vail ; though to perfons of figure and
“influence, its author was an objedt of
contempt ; and though' his fate was
that of the vileft malefadtor. It did
make its way ; though its minifters
were the fartheft poflible from that
defcription of men, who take the lead
in fociety ; whofe opinions it is the
.pride of others to adopt ; and whofe
cxampleitis their ambition to follow.
It did fucceed ; though it bore an uni-
form teftimony againft all the impiety
and immorality practifed in the world.
Without flattering one diforderly paf-
fon of the human heart, without ac-
commodating itfelf to one corrupt ha-
bit, it rriamphed over the prejudices
cf wmultitudes. And whillt its profef-
fion was attended with every tempo-
ral difcouragement, not ouly the pro-

2/



conquefts of Chriftianity will not fuf-
fer me to rejelt it as a fable.

‘SeEcT10N III.

Evidence arifing from the completion of
Prophecy.

But though conclufive, yet thefe are
not the only arguments, which give
authority to the gofpel.  The comple--
tion of prophecy furnithes a Tlird
reafn for that reverence, which I'feel
for Chriltianity ; and for my aflent to
it as a divine religion. In perufing
the Jewjth and Chriftian writings, I
find feveral predi&tions. Some of thefe
preceded the faviour ; and others were
uttered by him. Some were accom.
plithed in Lim ; and others in events
which took place after his appearing.
Examples of eachl fhall firft exhibit ;
and then fhow, why they determine
me to be a Chriftian.
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It was predicted, that the Mefliah
fhould come, ¢¢ beforethe {ceptre de-

parted from Judah.”” And does not

hiﬁory confirm this prediction ? Did
not Jeius Chrift appear and fufter, be-
fore the Jewifh government was {ub-
verted by the Roinans? It was predil-
ed, that ¢¢ Lie fhould come whilft the
fecond temple was ftanding ;*> and
that the houfe fhould derive glory from
the occafional vifits of fo great a cha-
rater. And was not this prophecy
fulfilled ? It was prediéted, that he
fhould come ¢¢ in four hundred and
ninety years,”’ from the timein which
the city of the Jews fhould reccver
from the difgrace, under which it had
lain during the captivity ; that he
fhould ¢¢ be cutoff ;> and that ¢ Je-
rufalem and the temple thould, be af-
terwards made defolate.”” And did
not thefe things happen in the order,
and at the period here defcribed ? It
was predifted, that in the age of the

Mefliah, many aftonifliing worksfhould

be performed. And were not fuch
works performed by Jefus Chrift ? At
leaft, is it not an article in his hiftory,
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that through his benevolent interpoli-
tion, and in confequence of his f:pcr-
natural powers, the blindreccive: their
fight, the lame walked, the deat he ..1'«,.,
the dumb 1pake, the fick recovered,
and the dead revived ? Finally, it was
predifted, that ¢¢ he fhould enter 12e
wly city in wrinmph ”° that iis ene-
r:ies theuid therecontpire aga® dt him
that ¢ he fliould be {old for thirty pie-
ces of filver ; that he ¢ fhould be
fcourged,”” and treated with every
{pecies of contempt ; that hls per“’ecu
tors fhould ¢¢ fpit upon him ;”’ that t ncy
fhould ¢ pierce his hands and feet ;’

that the fpe&tators of his crucifixicn
thould mock him ; that ¢¢ the foldiers
fhould draw lots for his garment ;’’
that he thould be numbered with tranf
greflfors ; that *¢ gall and uneyar

thould be prefented to him, whenin
his laft agonies ; and that he finuld
‘“ make his grave with the rich.”” And
in the hiftory of Chrift, have we not
the completion of thefe prophecies ?
Comparing the prediftions and the
events, can we deny, thatthe latter are
a perfe&® counterpart to the former?

Cz2
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But the peif:n, whofe fate was fo
particularly foretold, was himfelf a
prophet.  On. various occaiions, he
declared tohisfollowers, thathe fhould
fuffer a violent death, He prediéted,
that his 6wn countrymen would con-
demn him ; and the Gentiles execute
the fentence. He foretold the cow-
ardice of Peter, the treachery of Judas,
the terror and flight of all his difciples,
wiren be thould be arrefted, his refur-
rection from the grave, the effufion of
the holy fpirit, the deftru@icn of Jeru-
falem and the temple, withall the hor-
rors atccnding ir, the difperfion of the
Jews, the perfecutions of his followers,
and the fuecef: of the gofpsel, notwith-
ftanding the appcfition, which would
be made by its enemies.

And, according to the records of
that age, did not all thefe things come
to pafs ? Have we not the higheft
evidence which hiftory can afford, that
Jefus Chrifl both fuffered, and tri-
utnphed in the manner, which he had
before defcribed ? Were not his difci-
ples hated of all men? Were not the
moft wanton cruelties exercifed upon
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them ? And did not the time come,
when theicr extermination from the
earth was contemplated as a facrifice,
which the honor of God, the interefts
of truth, and the good of focicty re-
quired ! Was not Jerufalem deftroyed
by the Romans ? And as to the ten-
ple, did the refentment of the con-
quering army leave one ftone of that
magnificent building on another? Be-
fore their reduétion, were not the f{uf-
ferings of the Jews fuch as no other
pcople had ever experienced ¢ And
after that event, were they not dif~
perfed among all nations ? Does not
their difperfion ftill continue 7 And
are they not, at this very moment, a
ftanding proof ot his veracity, who
predited their ruin ? When I compare
the denunciations of Jefus Chrift with
the fate of the Jews, I am urable to
account for their conformity, if I re-
jedt his divine infpiration. The hifto-
ry of Jofephus, who beheld the ruin
of his country, comecsin aid of the
evangelilts.  Apd I feel the fume con-
fidence, that Chrift foretold, as that
the hiftorianrelated, thisterrikle cvent,

Iy
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After a cool and impartial exami-
nation of thefe fafts, can it be flrange
that I fhould profefs myfelf a Chrifti-
an? How can I refift the evidence ari-
fing from the completion of prophecy ?
I ind many predictions accomplifhed
in Jefus Chrift. And many, which
were uttered by him, 1 find incontefta-
bly verified by fucceeding events. Will
it fatisfy my reafon, to infinuate that
this may be the worl of chance ? Will
it be fufficient to fay, that the author
of our religion, and certain perfons,
who afflumed the name of prophe:ss,
happened to guefs right ? To thofe,
who have any acquaintance with the
do&rine of chances, this infinuation
wijl appear both impertinent and ab-
furd. That there could not have been
fuch a feries of fortunate guefles, is a
point capable of arithmetical demon-
{tration.

The man, who can perfuade himfelf
to admit this fuppofition, muft, with a
very ill grdce, obje¢t to the miracles,
wonders, and figns, afcribed to Jefus
Chrift.  And of all perfons, he ought
1o be the laft to charge others with
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credulity.  Astomylelf, Tcannot be-

fieve, that fume hundieds of years be—
fore the Savicur appeared, thc resuliar
circumitances cof his Iife and d:.ath
were puefled by fome impoling diviner,
I canuot be reconciied to the {fuppofiii-
on, that one by mere accident, gucfred
that he would enter _]“"ufaeem, riding
on an afs, and be there {sid for thirty
pieces of filver ; another, that Lis ene~
mies would pierce his hands, and bhis

feet, would mozk his aco nizz, and caft-

lots for his garment ; a tiird, that Le
would be numbered with tral.xgrcd()ra,
and be laid in the tomb cf a rich man.
Such a wonderful refemblance of mere
conjelture and faét would exceed any
prodigy recorded in the {acred volume.
And the fame obfervation will ap—
ply to the prediftions of Jefus Chrift ;
whether they relate to his own fuffer—
mg% or thofe of his devoted country.
Itis impoflible that he fhould have de—
{cribed themt with {o much precifion,
unlefs his mind had been divinely illu-
minated. The fuccels of modern con—
jetures is well known., Andif Jefus
Chriit be degraded to the rank of
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thofe, who have been moft expert at
guelling, I muft fay, their talents will
admit of no comparifon with his. The

art, if it was only an art, makes no’
figure at the prefent age. I muft
therefore, conclude, that real predic—
tions were uttered and accomplifhed.
And I muft draw from them the infe-
rence, that the {yftem is divine, in{up-
port of wkich they have been urged.
I have no other alternative, than eicher
to admit this conclufion, or the moft
extravagant fuppofitions, that ever
difgraced the human mind.

SeEcTtIioN IV.

Evidence ariﬁ:-zg from the charaller and
miracles of Chrifi.

But I have a Fourth reafon for my
beliet and principles as a Chriftian : and
that is, that the author of my religion
difplayed an example ; and pertormed
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works, which proclaim, not merely a
fuperiour, but a divine charzfter. No
human language can do juftice to the
temper and morals of Jefus Chift.
The excellency of the one, and the
purity of the other, render him on k-
jet worthy of cur highelt admiration.
In how wonderful a manrer, did he
exempiify hisown moral leffons? And
how divinely did he {upport his chiarac—
ter, as the friend of mankind? With
what exquifite tendernefs did he con—
duct towards the miferable ? And
what patience did he difplay, under
every f{pecies of provocation ! How
condefcending was he to the weak,
how humble, how juft, how ready to
forgive his enemies, how benevolent
to all ¢ What a fublime devotion pof-
fefled his heart ? And in fcenes of the
deepeft diftrefs, how perteé was his
refignation ? How amiably did he con-
verfe ? How unblamably did he live ?
How nobly did he die ? And can [ re-
concile the appedarance of fuch virtue
with the mean and interefted views of
an ambitious impoftor ? Is it credible,
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5
that fuch pure fireams fhould proceed
from a corrupt fountain 2

Manv, who rejoct the claims, and
deny the niira .cles of Jetus Chriil, ad-
mit E.JL moral exzcellency of his charac-
ter. A greater inconitency cannot
L2 conceived ! What, is it no ofienca
againft the lzaws of morality to appeal
to works never performed; and to
pretenl-to the exerciie of powers,
which never exifted ? Are a;lmﬂx‘.he
falfelioed, impofition, and hypcerify,
to be craieu from the Lataloom of
crimies ! Is impiety no {tain ? And to
die with an obfiinare aud inflexible ad-
herence to fulfe pretenfions, is there
nothing immoral in fuch behaviour ?
I confefs, 1 have very different views
of right and wrong. And I feel a
firong convi&tion, that falichood and
deceit, for whatever purpofe they mmay
be employed ; and to whatever end
thevy may be direfted, are to thelaft
de"rcc criminal and difgraceful.

Y et, this accufation mu[TL be brouoht:
agam{’c Jefus Chrift, if he did no mira-
cles 3 and was only a felf commiflion-
cd reformer. He certainly did profefs

At
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to work miracles : and he did appeal to
them as divine attéftations to hic {acred
chara&ter. If heinfifted, that he v.as
fent of God to enlighten and fave man-
kind, he was careful to add, ¢ The
works, which I do, they bear witnels
ot me.” I muft therefore, deny that
he was that excellent perfon, which
fome modern unbelievers profefs to
efteem him. Or, 1 muft admit the
reslicy of thofe miracles, to which he

/33

fo ofren, and with fo much folemnity,

appealed. There is no cther alternz-
tive. It cannot be, that he was a
iplendid pattern of pure and {ublime
morality ; whilft his miflion and {u-
pernatural powers, were an artful
pretence.

Reduced then, to the necefﬁty cither
of admitting, together with the moral
- excellencies, the miracles of Jefus, or
of rejeting bsth, I can, without dif-
ficulty, make up my judgment. How -
ever unphilofophical it may be thought,
I am perfuaded, that he ¢ did fuch
works as no man could perfarin, unlefs
God were with him.””  Yes, notwith-

D



R CLARKE ON

ftanding the metaphyfick of fome, and
the fucers of others,” I do believe that
he appealed to falts, when he f{aid,
““ 'The blind fee ; the lame walk ; the
the lepers are cleanfed ; the deaf heai ;
and the dead are raifed.” God, who
ordained the laws ot nature, can cer—
tainly control or fufpend them. Nor
is there any thing abfurd in the fuppec-
{:tion, rhat occafions may offer, on

which fuch an applicaticn of almigh—
ty power may be worthy of God ;
and rcflet honcur on his wifdom and
tenevcelence.

It 15 true, fuch interruptions of the
gencral courfe of nature are not vifible
at the prefent age. Our eyes have
never heen gratlﬁcd with the fight of
a rriracle.  But this is no proof, that
the eyes of other men in other ages,
iave impefed upvon their underftand-
i pe. Irc kmg ot Siam, beczufe he

! never feenice, denied the poiﬁbnhty
of its exiftence, 1llis narrow experi-
¢nce, under a burning fun, was oppo.
fed to the teflimony of a credible wit—

~¢is,  If this prince had been a meta-
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phyfician, with what a multiplicity of
argument, would he have encountered
and overwhehned the European, who
related the effeéts of cold upon the
waters of his country ? It he l.ad been
a philofopher, how learncedly would
he have reafoned upon the elcmentary
particles of fluids ; and from their fplie=
rical torm, how eafily would he have
- demonttrated the impoflihiiity of con—
gelation ? But what is logick, when
oppofed to fadt ?

The miracles afcribed to Jefus Chrift
and the apoftles, reft upon the fame
foundation with other articles, which
we find in the narratives of his life.
They have not come down to us thro’
the channel oi tradition ; but by means
of a formal record, made by perfons,
who declare themfelves witnefles of
the fcenes which they deferibe.  Nor
are they introduccd into thefe records
merely by way of crnament ; or to
animate a dull narration : they are an
eflential part of the work. In the
fame page, we find the miracles and
moral lcftons of Jelus Chrift. In the
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* fame artlefs manner, they are both
related. For which reafon, 1 feel
myfelf unableto draw theline, where
truth ends ; and fiftion begins. All
my information concerning Jefus
Chrift, isderived from the {ame fource.
VWhere teftimeny is fo explicit and cir-
cumftantial, I mult therefore, adinit
the whole ; or rejet the whole. [
mention this, becaufe fome have pro-
fefled to believe the hiftory of our
Lord’s difcourfes, whillt they denied
that of his miracles. But thefe arti-
cles are fo connefted, that there can
be no difcrimination. If an evangelift
deferves credit, when he folemnly
declares the things wiich he heard ;
why not, when he as folemnly declares
the faéts which he faw? Why fhould I
afcribe more veracity to his ears, than
to his eyes ?

That the miracles of Jefus ftand as
fairly recorded as his moral inftruéti-
ons, 15 not however, my only reafon
for believing them. Certain events,
which took place at the memorable
period, when thefe miracles are {aid
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to have been exhibired, are a demon-
ftration of their reality. I find, that
multitudes, who had the beft mreans of
informing their minds on this fehjs¢t ;
and who could have detefted the -
poﬁtion, it any had been praéiiicd,

ere fully perfuaded that fupernatu-
ral power had been exercifed by
Chrift and his apoitles.  So firorg
was tielr conviction, thatit overcane
early habits ; and induced them to
embrace the relipious fyftem, which
appealed to this evidence. . Nor was
this all : it overcame the zpprelienfi-
ons of contempt, of worlaly lofles,
of every f{pecies of ii.jury, and of a
cruel @and infamous death. - Upeon the
principle of miraclcs, itis eaiy to ac-
count for this mugnanin.ity. PBur, if
the Chriflian reccrd of miracles he a
mere fable, how came the ccnvi€icn
of their reality to tal.e poficflicn of {o
many {air and Loreft minds ; and to
produce fuch aftonifhing efiets ? Why
did t/cy believe, who were placed be-
yond the reach of impofition ; and
who could have no maetive to aifeut to

D2
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the powers, claimed by the founder,
and firft preachers of religion, but
the certainty that they exifled ? T am
free to confelfs, that the faith of
multitudes, fituated as they were,
has great irfluence in couhx ming my
own.

But to purfue the argument : I be-
lieve the miracles recorced in the
New Teftament, Lecaufe they were
not called in queftion by early infidels.
The Jews were compelled to own,
that the powers, occafionally exerci-
fed by Jefus Chrift, were fupernatu-
ral. *¢ This man doeth many mira-

cles,”” was the confeflion even of the

priefts and pharifees. And the mo-
dern Jews do not pretend to deny,
that the founder of the Chriftian {e&
performed many things, which no
man could ¢o, unlifs he were uflifled
by invifible zgents. But, to avoid
the couicqucnccs cf fuch a conceflion,
they both afcribe his miracles to an
infernal caufe. Succeeding unbeliev-
ers were likewife as well convinced
of this part of our ILord's hiftory.

F Y [ S, | v iy [ S Y -
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Julian acknowledges, that Chrift
opened the eyes of the blind ; reftor-
ed limbs to the lame ; and recovered
demmoniacks from their mzlady. But
he intimates, that thefe are no very
extraordinary feats. And Celfus, a-
nother violent enemy to Chrift:anity,
not prefuming to deny the mighty
works of Jefus, endeavours to depre-
ciate them, by pretending that he
learned magick in Egypt. Befides, it
is well known, that becaufe the mi-
racles of Chrift could not be denied,
attempts were made to eclipfe their
glory.  Appollonius Tyanzus was
brought into public view by two un-
believers, as a perfon, whofe powers
cxceeded thofe of Jefus. The con-
ceflions of Julian and Celfus, and this
attempt to fet vn a rival to the favi-
our, may be eafily accourted for, if we
admit that {ipns were difplayed ; and
miracles performed by him. But if
his fupernatural powers were an art-
ful pretence, why did not thele adver-
faries publith the impciuoa ? They
did not want fagacity to detelt any

/34
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unfair dealing.  And fuch a difcovery
would bhave given the trivmph to
their caufe. That early unbelievers,
and fome of them perfons of the moft
extenfive information ; that a Julian
and a Celfus did not deny the miracles
of Chrift, is with me a very ilrong

~argument in favoux of thofe miracles.

And combined with other evidence,

‘this circuinftance is {ufiicient for my

conviction.

Finally, the lying wonders, and
pretended miracles of iwapoftors, are
a proof that fupernatural powers have
been empleyed for relipious purpofes.
This appears to be the jult conclufion
from thefe facts. I'mpoftors would
not have had recourfe to {uch arts, if
they had pot known the fuccefs of
real miracies.

Weuld counterfeits have frund their
way iuto circulation, if there never
had becen genuine coin ? Did not the
latrer unqueflionably fuggelt the for-
mer ? We may be aﬁ'mcd, that pre-
tended mir"clcs would never have en-
riched the legend of a fuint, if real
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miraclies Liad rever attradted thlie at-
teation of mankind, Supernatural
pewvers have been feipned in latter
timnes, becauis, in the primitive ages,
fuch powers really exifted. A:rdiy-
ing wondcrs, at the tomb of the Abbe
Le Paris, came in aid of his doubrtul
reputaticn, becuvfe the tomo of
Chrit was the {cene-of wonders and
{f:gns, which gave immortal {plendeur
to his charadier ;. and enfured the
final triumphs of his caufe.

I have now afligned the wvaricus
teafons, on w! 1chIfrro"nd my afient
to the miracles, w thh ftand record.
ed in the Chriftian volume. 1 believe
them, becaufe they reft on the fame
Lhiftorick evidence with the moral in-
{tru&tions, and common fadts contain-
ed in that book. I believe them, be.
caufe co‘t€mporary and {ubfequent
events were fuch as might have been
expected, from the operation of mi-
racles on the human mind. I believ
them, becaufe the early oppofers of
Chriftianity did not call them in quei-
tion. And I believe them, becaufe
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their reality appears to me, to be 2
f:ir dedudtion from many unfuccef: ful
attempts to imitate, and torival them.
Thus convinced of the fupernatural
powers of Jefus Chrift and the ap<f-
tles, I am perfuaded that they {puke
by authiority ; and confcquently, that
the religious fyftem, which derivesits
pame from the former, is not only
{fuperiour to all others, but that it is
DIVINE.

With fuch force, do thefe argu-
ments operate on my underftanding,
that I feel an increafing confidence in
my principles as a Chriftian. The
more [ examine the evidenges of my
religion, the more am I convinced,
that it will not be overthrown by the
weapons ufually employed againft it.
The foundation which fupports it, i3
not to be weakened by the fhafts of
wit ; or blown down by the breath of
ridicule. JTam fenfible, that there is
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no fubject which may not be placed in
a Tudicrous point of light; as'there is
o charalter which: m) not be vilified.
&e‘mum patriotifin, chaftity, and al-
moﬂ every moral and focial virtue,
have, in their turn, been {o expefed as
to invite contempt. 'Soame Jenyns
has difcharged all his wit uvpon the
rights of man, and the leading princi-
plcs of a free government. if ridi-
cule were the teft of truih, his book
would be unanfiverable. But though
it abounds with wit, it contains not
one argument. And for this reafon,
the caufe ot civil fireziom has {fuffered
no injury from fuch ap offuilant.
Though republican prirciples be the
butt of his fidicule, yet they com-
mand the hipheft refmed, w herever
they are fo ml,ﬂv exaniined. And
the fame obfervation may be applicd
to the {ubj:& of religion. Ton over.
throw the faith of cne, who has ftu-
died its evidence, arguments muft be
employed, and notthe falfz colourings
of wit. Fa&s muft be fairly and
clearly difproved. Otherwife, the

1 5
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Cirilian will retain his reverence for
reiigion s and though afthamed of ghe
cifingenuity of an oppofer, Le will
not be athamed of the gofpel. ¢
- But from the wit exerted upon
Chritianity, I piroceed to more feber
obje&isns. And I muflt fay, that
however plaufisle they may feem at
firlt, they do nat, by any means, in.
validate its-evidence. Many cf them
are impertinent ; becaulc they are le—
velled, not againft the Chriftian reiigi-
on, but againft its corrupticns. And
many more are {ufliviently arfwered
by an appeal to the conftitution of
nature ; and the degiree of evidence
uponwhich weactin general concerns.
Some otjeftions, if admitted, would
overthrow the credit of all hiftory.
And others, when purfued to their
juft confequences, would mot only
fubvert the religion of Chriit, but
would bury natural religion in its
ruins.

In vain then, are objections of this
kind urged againft Chrifiianity. In
vain am I reminded, that the gofpel
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was firft preached to the multitude ;
and not to the learncd and wile. I

know that therc is as much fairnefs of

mind in the former, as in the latter
and, in regard to matters of fadl,
that they arc as competent judges.
In vain am I calicd to refle&t, thac
falfe preteaces to infpiration, and ly—
ing woneers, have, in all ages, been
employed for political purpofecs. The
fact I do not difpute ; but I deny the
conclufion. Falfehoods are daily ut-
- tered ; but does it follow, that the
truth.is never fpoken ? Becaufe, ma-
ny counterfeits are in circulation, is
there no unadulterated coin ? As I
have before had occafion to obferve,
the various arts of religious impofition
take their origin from real miracles,

and a real infpiration. In vain am I

told, that the Chriftian fyftem is not
univerfal ; and of confequence, can.
not procced from the common parent
of mankind. I know that reafon is
imparted in varicus degrees ; thatthe
means of improvement, civil liberty,
. aud all the outward bleflings of life,
E

g/



’0
‘o

50 CLARKE ON

are beftowed in different meafures on
different objeéts : and yet, I.am per-
fuaded, that they all come from Geod.
In vain is my attention called to the
angry difputes of Chriftians, refpe&-
ing the doctrines of the gofpel. I am
convinced, that fuch is the weaknefs

of the human mind, difputes may arife

on any fubje&. I hear men difpute
on the principles of government, the
rights of citizens, and the nature and
extent of civil liberty : and yet, 1
doubt not, that thefe rights, and this
liberty, have a real foundation; and
that the end of government is their
fecurity. Why then, fhould the dif-
putes of Chriftians difcredit the gof—
pel ? In vain is my faith infulted with
the mortifying infinuation, that pro-
feflors do not exemplify the virtues of
their religion ; that their principles
and praltice are often at variance. I
am f{enfible, that Chriftians are rati-
onal agents ; and that the influence of
their religion is not compuliory, but
moral. Why then, fhould I be more
furprifed that the laws of the gofpel
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fhould be occafionally difregarded,
than that the diftates of conf{cience,
or the laws written on the heart,
fhould not always maintain their au-
therity ? In vain will any urge, to the
prejudice of Chriitianiry, the ambiti-
on of a priefthond ; and the various
fteps, by which the minifters of reii-
gion aftended from the condition of
inftructors, to that of oppreflors.
The gofpel, I am certain, gives no
countenance to fuch abufes. So far
from it, fpiritual pride, and {piritual
tyranny, are objelts of its execration.

I might go on to enumerate other po-
pular objeétions againft the fyﬂem-
but he who has formed Lis ideas of
Chriftianity from the writings of the
apoftles and evangelifts, will be cer—
tain that its credit is not injured by
theni.

As there is not any fubje®, which
may not be turned into ridicule, nei-
ther is there any hiftorical fa&, a-
gainft which many plaufible obje&ions
may not be raifed. Confidering his
power, influence, and popularity, the
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deftru&ion of Cefar, i)y the Roman

{fenators, may be oppofed with great
ingenuity ; and many argnments may
be bmuoht to fix a fufpicion on this
part of ancient frory. The execu-
tion of Charles the firft, and the tri-
wmphs of Cromwell, are likewife ar-
ticles, which a logician might affail
with many objeétions. And it a fcep-
tick were fo difpofed, how ealily
might he refute (as the term is fome-
times underftood) the American hifto-
ry of independence ! He might con.
traft the naval and military ftrength,
the riches, and the population of Bri.
tain, with the poverty and weaknefs

“of the colonies :——he might alflo ex-

patiate on the different prmuplcs,
habits, interfering intereils, and jea-
loufics of the colonifts ;—and fub-

“Joining the fears of {fome, and the

ftrong attachment of others to their
poh'n.al parent, he might, from the
whole, fhow the incredibility of our
revolution.  Still, the glorious fadt is
a refutation of fuch reafonings. And
I muft obferve, tiiat in regard to



CHRISTIANIBY.

hiftorical relations, the teftimony of
one credible witnefs will outweigh
millions of fuch obje€tions, as a fruit-
ful imagination may eafily invent.
This conviftion never fails to ac-
company me, when I repair to the
facred oracles. In the New Tefla-
meat, I find a detail of inftructions
given, of wonders performed, and
of futurities revealed. Iam alfo en.
tertained with a particular account of
the {fufferings, death, refurreétion, and
afcenfion of Jefus Chrift. Other af-
tonifhing events are likewife, as cir-
cumdtantially related. And the hif-
tory containing thefe things appears
to be as fairly written ; and to carry
with it as fubftantial proofs of its
authenticity, as any hiftory which has
‘gained credit in the worid. Do any
afk, why I believe the antiquity of~
the Chriftian records ! 1 anfwer, feor
the faine reafon that I believe th= an-
tiquitv of Virgil’s Pocms, Cefar’s
Cowmmentaries, or Salluft’s Narrati- »
ons : and that is, the concurring tefti-
mony of all intervening ages. Do
E 2
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any afk, why I beljeve, that the fe-
veral books were written by the per—
fons whofe names they bear ! I anfwer
for the fame reafon that I believe the
Georgicks to be the production of
Virgil ;— Jerufalem &ehvered that of
Taflo ;—Paradife loft, that of Mil-
ton ,—an Efl'y upon the fubject of
miracles, to be the work of Hume ;—
and a refutation of thai eflav, the
performance of Campbell. Do any
inquire, whether the facred pages have
not been greatly corrupted? I anfwer,
they have not been greatly corrupted ;
as appears by a collation of the ear-
lieft manufcripts, and an appeal to the
‘earlieft verfions, and ancient fathers.
So many corroborating circumitances
plead in favour of the gofpel, that I
muft either diftruft all records ; or
continue to admit the authenticity of
thofe, which difplay the duty and
hopes of a Chrifian.
To conclude : the religion of Jefus
- Chrift does not decline a fair examina-
tion. It confents to meet oppofition ;.
but, in the charaller of its opponent,
it rcquires certain gualifications, which
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have not always appeared in'‘the-cons -
teft. Itrequires a large acquaintance -
with the fyftem itfelf, an acquaintance.
formed, not through the medium éf
human creeds, but by a direét appli-
cation to the evangelick records.
And it requires an extenfive know.
le!ge of the peculiar language, in
which thofe records were originally
compnried, of the various readings .
grounde:! on different manufcripts, of
Heathen asd  Jewith teftimonies, of
" the cuffoms and m~ral ftate of thofe
countries where Chriftianity was firft
publifthed, cf tlie coaceflions and ob-
jections of the earlielt unbelievers,
and of the gencral hiftory of the
church. Thus turnifhed, feveral have
attacked this religion ; but tlie conteft
has generally terminated in their con-
vi¢tion. I know many inftances,
where men have opened the hiftory
of Chrift with the difrefpe& of unbe-
lievers ; 'and clofed it with the reve-
rence of Chriftians. |

The prevailing fentiments of Ame-
ricans will be naturally on the fide of
that religion, which has becn the {ub-
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ject of’ this waogk. Ttsinfluence in the

firlt Téttlement of the country, will

poy,be foon’effaced from their minds.
Th,eir political prmcxgles will infpire a

1everence for 3 {~f:m, whieh admits
of no ‘efpe& of perfons ; but injoins
the {ame duties on .all ; and opens
ro 2il, the fawe profpeds of glory,
houour, and immortality. Iis Lene-
volent temimf‘v, con{*mmg with its
cvidence, muil enflure to it a fair exa-
mination. Andihefe, who thus exa-
mine, even if they remain unconvin.

~ced, will confent, that cthers fiyould

cultivate its temper ; and follow iis
rules. They willlnot be difpleafed at
feeing the virtue of their neighbours,
diredted and invigorated by Chriftizn
principles.  And thouch they mnay not
fec fit to adopt their language, vet
they will impute no uncommon wcak-
nefs, credulity, or fanaticifin to theie

v.hio {fay with the Apofile, ¢ LORD
TO WHOM SHALL WE GO ! 'Tnou
IIAST THE WCRDS OF - ETERNAL

p—i
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