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Reafons against Popery, in aLetter from Mr, Wil-
liam Chillingworth to bis friend HMr, Lewger,

c.

N

{ " Good Mr. Lewger,
! Hough I am refolved not to be much afflicted
. at that which is not in my power to Help; yet
I cannot deny bue the ofs of 4 Friend goes
very near tomy hearr, and by this name ofa
Friendy 1 did prefume, till of late, that I mighe have
4 called you 3 becaufe though perhaps for want of power
{ - and oportunity I have done you no good office, yet I
have always been willing and ready to do you the beft
Service 1 conld, and therefore L canot but adimite at
your affe@ed ftrangencfs which in your laff Letter to me
you feem to take upon you 5 renouncing (n a manner all
Relation to me, and tacitly Excommunicating me from
all Intereft in you,  The Superfcription of your Letter is
to Mr. William Chillingworth, and the Subfcription Fohn
Lewger, as if you either difdained, or made a Confcience
of ftiling me your Friend, or your felf mine, If this
proceed from pafiion and weaknefs pray mend it 5 if from
reafon pray fhewit: If you think me one of thofe to
whom St, Fohz forbids you-to fay (Gbd faze you) then
you ate to think and prove me one of thofe Deceivers,
which denyChrift Fefus to be cante in the flefb + 1f you think
me an Heretick, and therefore to be avoided, you muft
: Az prove
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prove e te bé dununluella, condemiied by mine oms Jugs

wens, which 1krow I am rot, and therefore think you'
cannoe, 1t vou {ay I do not hear the Chureh, and therenm
forc amt to be efteemed an Heathen ot Publican, you
arc to prove then that by the Church is meant the Churdp
of Rome, and yet when you have -done fo, Thope Chri-

fiians are not fotbidden to thew humanity and civdlity even -

10 Pagans ¢ , : B

" For God’s fake Mr. Lenger free your {cIf from this
blind Zeal, at lcaft for alitle fpace, and confider with
rcafon and moderation, what firange Crime you can
charge me with that (hould deferve this firange ufage,
efpecially from you: Is it aCrime with all my under-
ftanding to endeavour to find your Religion true, and to

make my felf a believer of it, and not to be able to do -

fo? Isitacrim to imploy all my reafon upon the Ju-
ftification of the Infallibility of the Roman-Church; and
to find it impoffible eto bejuftified > I will call God to
witnefs, who knows my heart better than you do, that
1 have evened theScale of my Fudgment ;as muchas poffibly.
1 could, and have not willingly allowed one grain of
worldly mortives on either fide, but have weighed the rea-
fons for sour Religion, and againft it, with fuch indifference,
as if there were nothing in the world but God and my
felf; and is it my fault that the Scale %oes down which

hath the moft weight in it # that the Building falls that

hath a falfe foundation 2 Have you fuch power over your

underftanding, that you can believe what you ‘plcafc,
though you fee no Reafon? Or that you can ufpend
your belief , - when you fee Reafon?” If you have, 1
pray for old Friendhbiy's fake, teach me this trick, and

until I have learned it, I pray blame me not for goigg
, T the
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the ovdinary way, I mean for believing, ot not befievin
as 1 fee reafon, If you can convince me of wilfu
oppafition againt the kmawe Trush 5 of negligence in feeking
ir, of wawillingnefs to find it, of preferring temporal re.
fpe@s before ity or of any other fault which is in my
power to amend, that is indeed a fault, if Imend it
not; be asangry with me as you pleafes but to im-

- pute to me svoluntary Errors, or that I do not fee thae

which I would fee, but cannoty or that I will not
profefs that which 1 do not believe ; certainly this is a
far more ‘wnreafonsble ervour , then any you can juftly -
charge me with ; for let me tell you, the imputing
Sociniamfme to me (whofoever was the Author of it)
was a wicked and groundlefs Slander, Perhaps you will
fay (for this is the ufual Song of. that fide) Pride 4
avoluntary faslt, and with this Iam juftly chargeable,
for forfaking the Guide that God hath appointed me
to follow : but what if I forfook it; becaufgo I thoughe

" Thad reafon to fear it was one of thofe tlind Guides,
" which whofoever blindly follows, is threatned by our

Saviour, that both 4e and his Guide (hall fall snto the
Ditch? then Thope you will grane it was not Pride,
but Confeience, that moved me to do fo; forasitis
wife humility to obey thofe whom God hath fet over

-me, fo is it finful credulity to follow every man, or
“every Church, that without warrant will take upon them

to guide me : (hew then fome good and evident title
which your Church-of Rome hath to this Offices pro-
duce but one reafon for it, which upon tryal will’
not finally be refolved and vanithed into incereainty,
and if 1yield not unto it, fay, if you pleafe, I am as
proud as Lecifer,
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~ In the mean time give me leave to think it ftrange, and
not far from: a Prodigy, that this Doétrine of the Roman

" Churches being the Guide of Faith (if it be true Do&rine)

fhould cithiér not be known.to the Evangelifts, or if it
were known to them, yet being Wile and Good Men,
they thould either be fo envious of the Churches Happi-
nefs, or fo forgetful of the Wotk they took in hand,
which was to write the Whole Gofpel of Chrift, as that not
fo much asone of them fhould mention fo much as once

this fo neceflary part of the Gofpel, without the belict

whereof there is no Salvation; and with the belief where-
of, unlcfs men be fhatched away by fudden death, there
is hardly any damnation. It isevident they do all of them
with one confent {peak very plainly of many things of no

importance in comparifon hereof, and is it credible or

indeed poffible that with one confent orrather confpiracy,
they thould befo deeply filent concerning this Vnum Ne-
ceflarium?  You may believe it if you can, for my part
Icannot, unlefsIfee demonttration for it ¢ And if you

fay they fend us to the Church, dnd confequently to the

Churchof Rome, this is to fuppole that which can never be
proved, that the Church of Rome is the only Church, and

without this fuppofal upon the Divifion of the Church, T

am as far to feck for a Guide of my Faith as ever.
“As for Example : In that Great D ivifion of the Church

" when the whole World wonder’d, faid St. Jeroms, thar it

was become Aryian, when Liberius Pope of Rome (as St.

Athanafius, St. Jeromyand St. Hilary teftifie, fubferibed

theit Herefie; and joyned in communionwith them = or
in the Divifion betwixt the Greek and Roman Church

about the Proceflion of the Holy Ghoft, when either fidk
was the Church to it felf, and'each part S:‘bifmari:;ll and-
’ ere-

- . ; s : . . ,
Heretical tatheothier + wha direion could I then, an

- ienorant man,have found from the Textof Scripture, Vs-

Iefs be hear the Church, let.him be unto thee as anHeathen or
o Publican : Vpon this Rockwill IbuildmyChurchy andthe
Guates of -Hell foall not prevadl sgainftite -~ L
Again, Giveme leave to wonder that neither 8, Pas!
writing to the Romans (hould fo much asintimate this their
priviledge of Infaliility, but rather on the contrary put
them In fear in:the 1t Chapter, thatthey, aswellasthe
Jews, were in danger of faling awa)} -
"That St.Peter, the pretended Bithop of Rome, writing
two Catholick Epiftles, mentioning his departure, fhould
not once acquaint the Chriftians whom' hewritesto, what
Guide they were to follow after he was taken from
themt = - X : c
" Thatthe Writers of the New Teffament {hould fo fre-
quently wam men of Hereticks, falfe Chrifts, falfe Pro-
phets, and not once arsm them againft them, with letting
then know. this onely fure means of ‘avoiding their dan-
er: | : : .
: That o great apartof the New Teftament fhould be
imploycd about Antickrift, and folittle, and indecd none
arall, aboue the Vicar of Chrift, and the Guide of the
Faithful | T .
- That ot Saviour (bould leave this only means for the
Eundingof Controverfies, and yet fpeak fo oblcurely and
ambiguoufly of ir, thatrowour Fudge is the greateft Con-
troverfie, and the greatet hindranceof ending of them 1
That there fhould be better evidence in the Scripture

to jullifie the Kingto- this Office, who- difclaims it, than

~ the Pope, who pretends to it}
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That St, Peter (hould never exercile overthe Apoffles

ahy one Af.of Farifdistion, not -they ever give hiim an
on};TiclcofAchorityvovérthcm'_g,»y S; DI )\'
" That if the Apoftles did know .that St, P2ter was made
Headof them, when our Saviour faid, Thou ‘art Peter,
they fhould ftill contend whofhould be the Firft, and

¥

that our Saviour (hould never tell them thag St, Peter was

themany 0 . o
- That 8t. Paul (hould f2y he was nathinginferiour to the

" very chief Apoftlesy

“Thatthe Catechumeni in the Primitive Church (hould
never be -taughe this Foundation of their Faith, thatthe
Lhurch of Rome was the Guide of their Faith

~'That the Fatherss Tersulliany St, Jerom and Optatws,

when they flew higheft inrecommendation of the Roman

Church, theuld atéribute no moteunto her than to all
Apoftolical Churches § o - -
“That inthe €ontroverfie about Eaffer,the Bifhops and
Churches: of 4fia {hould be fo ill -Catechifed as not to
know this Principleof Chriftian Religion, The neceffity
of Conformity of Doltrine with the Church of Rome
That they fhould never be preffed with any fuch Con-

formity inall things, but.only with the particular Tradie

tion of the Weftern Churches in that poine |

That Ireneus and many other Bifbops nocwsthﬁandir{g,

Ad hang Ecclefiamnece[Je eft omnem convenive Ecclefiamy

(hould not yet think that aneceffary Doétrine, nor a fuf-
ficient ground of Excommunicatiany which the Church of
Rome ﬁloug‘bt tobefo 1 e
- That St, Cyprian and the Bifhops of 4ffrick (hould: be
fo ill-inftruéted in cheir Faith, as not to know this Founs
dation of it ! : ’ T
, i
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. That they likewife were never urged with any fuch nes
ceility of C%nformity’ with th‘e'Chmgch of RomeiF norever

 ‘charged with Herefic or.Erour for dengiogof it1.

That when, Esberias joyned in Gommunion with the
Apeians, and fobleribed: their Herghe, the Arvians. then
(hould not pethe Church, and the Guide of the Faich. .

That never any Heretigks for five Ages after Chrif} were
prefled withthis Acgument of the Tnfel 41i3 of the pre-
{ént Church of Rome, g:«ghg;qu_w;'gh the denial of it as
4difin@ Herefe,, o that Eness §lugm Toanld have gaule
10 fayAnte tempora ConcsligNicens gui ﬁn fve vivebat, @
parvus refpeSus habebatur ad Ecclefiam RomMoam |

Thagthe Ecclefiaftical Story of thele rimes, mentions no
A5 of Aurherityofthe Chuirch af Rowms over otherChurches;

asif therethould be a Monarchy, and the King for fome

Ages rogether (hould exercife no 48 of FursfdsSroninit}

. “That to {upplythis defe&t, the Decretal Epiftles (hould

be fo impudently forged , which in a manner {peak no-
thing elfe but Reges & Monarchas, 1 meanthe Popes ma-
king Laws to exercife Authority overall other Churches §
~ That the Affrican Churches inSaint Auffin’s time fhould
be ignorant that the Pope was Headof the Chutch, and

Judge of Appeals Fure Divino, and that there wasane-

ceffity of Conformity with the Church in thés and all
other points of Do&ripey -« - =

Nay that the Popes themfelves (hould be fo ignorant of
the ground of this their Authority , as to pretend to it;
not upon Scripture or Univerfal Tradition ; but upon an

 imaginary presended Non<fuh-Canon of the Council of

11
That Pincentius Lizinenfis feeking for a Guide of his
Faith and aPrefervation from é-lereﬁc, fhould be igno--
. rance
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tant of this fo ready an‘one;” ihc’.’ﬁ!}‘alllx‘éility‘qﬁ;téé Cgurcb
of Ropey o

- Allthefe things, agd many more, are verK% ﬁrangc‘ to

‘me, if the Infallibility of. the Roman Chuich be indeed,

and were alwaysby Chriftians acknowledged the Founda- -

tion of ot Faith : and thetefore [ befeech you' pardon
me, if I chofe mine upon one that is much firmer and fa-
fer, and lies open to none of thef€ Objsétions, which is
Scripture and Ugfverful Tradition =" .~

And if onéthat is of this, Faith may have leave fo
to do, I wilgfubfcribe with hand and heart;

3

"o Zour Very Loving gnd Trac Friend,

S WL Chillingworth
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