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J os H U A VII. 13. 
• 

_ cc Thus faith the tQrd God of Ifrad,. 
Jhere is ilO ~~curfe~ ~hing in the m~dft o,f 
thee, 0 lfrael l Thou canfl: not ftand be
fore thine enemies, until ye take away the 
accurfed thing from ~m.ong YOll'" 

, . 

H E p,rec~edjng chapter gave us an account 
of lfraers befieging jerichr;, and of the faI
ling of the walls of t~at fenced city by a mar~ 

vellous difp\ay of the pmyer of ~Imighty Ood: UpOI1 
which it is added in . the clore of the chapter. "So 
the Lord \yas with' Jofuua, alld his fame was noiCed 
throughout 'a11 the counrry.'~ And yer, one of the 
{irft things we are ilcgua,med witq in the progrefs of 
~is hiftory is, the defeat h~ met with in his attempt 
againft Ai, a city about nine miles weft from 'je;ichr;. 
This unhappy defeat tilled·7ofoua with great concern, 
infomrich that he " rent his doaths, fell upon hl~ face 
before the Lord, and put duft upon his head, contin\l
ing all day in fafting and prayer." The words of his 
prayer we have in Lhe 7th, 6th and 9th verfes of the 
cODtexr.· . The 
\,. ...... ,. - .'.\ 

• 

• 

• 

• 



1 

, 

( 6 ) 

The God faw the fincerilY of this prayer, 
.. log the illlpetfea:ion~ that attended ir, 

and lets 70f0ua into the true rea(on why IJraet fled 
before their enemies. Says he, in the lIth and 12th 
verfes, " Urael hath finned" they have even taken of 
the accurfed thing . .therefore they could not' Il:aud 
before:tnek enemies, but tur!led their backs before 
their' enemies, becaufe they were accurCed: neither 
willI be with you any more, unlefs ye remove the 
aCciirfelf thing from among youY· And DOW cpme 
in the words of my text, " Thus faith the Lord God 
of lfrael, there is an accurfed thing in tbe midll: of 
thee, 0 lfniel! Thou' canll: riot {hind before thine 
enemies until ye take away the .accurfed thing from 
~molig yoti." The ociur]ed thing in die niidct of 
Iliael Was Achan's fiil, verfe 20, ZI • 

• 
. . . 

, I,t would not be unprofitable, fuould l enlarge in 
defcrihing this fin, and thofe circumftances relative to 
it, which made it fb prov'oIdog to'God; aiid' alfo in 
vindicating that awful, but righteous fevericy. with 
Which it ,was punifued. But, to do this liS it oughc 
J.~ be ,done, would tak~ ,up toO much of ~he prefent 
time;; for which rearon I fhall pars over all that Illight 
~ald uponthefe points. ~nd' iinll!ediately proceed to 
employ your, thoughts on the text it{elf j from which 
the following Qotes are obviouUy deducible. . 

\ 
I. Sin is an accurfed thing. . 
II. This accurfed thing is tao often in lEe midfl 

ofa people .when engaged in war. 
Ill. They mujJ ta~e away this'accurfed thini 

from among theni, if they w6uld hope; upOli 
jult grounds, to fland 'before- their enemies. 

, . I ~ I.'$l.~ 

• 
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· 1. Sin is anaccurftd thing. So it is fiigmlltlted 
by Gt1d himfei.f in 'he text" j aDd wiln the bighei't 
fca(ou. 

• • • 

For 'tis an accurfed thing in its own nature. 
What thi$ is we may learn from the. defeription which 
an A poale has given us of it, I 'John iii. 4. ~, Who(o.. 
.eyer committeth fip, tranfgreffeth alfo the law I for fill 
is the tranfgr.effion of. the law." i. e. the law of God, 
however made known, y,ohethCl(' by the light of ,eo/on. 
Dr the mlelation he has made of his will in the (crip
'(mes of the old and new tenament. Mankind are 
ill) uDder the law of God, in ODe or other, or both of 
there fenfes j and When they tran[gre[s this law, they 
are ch~'~geable with fin. This is its nature. 

And it carries in its idea rebel/ion againll the moft 
rightjql attlhprity! FI,l~ nothing is more indifpmable 
than Ih~t th.~ ~od who made QS is our jovere;gn." an!l 
h!l,s ~ right. t~ giye Ia:~ fC?, I}s; anti demand otic fub .. 

JeCtion. But by 'fin we praCtically call in quellion this 
rjs~t of: hjs, al,ld. r~ea 9i{hoporQu ~js. goy,e,rning 
a)l,lhprity, l\n,d, ~hat is l,hlS iliort of reb~lh()n. againft 
~hemofl:· fovereigQ majefiy, whore authority. carries 
Whb it the mo~ bin~ing for~~" ,pe qloij. iijd~J>ita~le 
obligation? 

, 

It implies in ir alfo hO,rrid C.ODle,mp! of . G9d, and 
the moll' ~jg,hty regard to him. The language of it 
is, that his 'Iaws -are not worth minding;; that he 
either knows,not how, or has not taken .care, to make 
laws that are fit 10 be resarded·; and that men can 
govern themfelves much better than they will be 
gov~rn.e~ by an. obferval)ce of the, div.ine prec~pts. 
~~j~.is t~e p:~a~Hcal lan~uage of fin;. w here~y the 
. .,. . . wifdonr 

• 
, 

-
• 

! 

r 
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\\iifddm 'of God i~ teReaed updn, 8n~ the iiipr~ilie 
.lVIajelly himfclf treated witiHontempt; 

. 

Moreover. fin praEtiCaliy defies the power and. 
anger of God j for his laws are guarded with (an'Clions 
'Which are ,awfully revere. He has declared he will 

,arm hiotfelf ~ith power; and take veiJgeanceoQ thofe 
Who obey ndt the lTIith, but ttnrighreoufnefs; , ~ild 
therefore t.o violate the laws of God; and Cd gd on 
, in a ,cour{e of doing fOj is a praaical declaration that 
we regard not the anger of God; nor feat whllt h~ 
has'ihrelltncd to bring upon tis. The tangu'age of 
fin is. that we are fironger tha'o the Almighty; at 
~ealt, that we are not ilfraid of bispower;o'r hi~ wrath; 
All this is iochjded in fio; o'ii which account It, may; 
with the highell propriety, be called an accurfed thing~ 

.' " ,t •• ' , 1 • 

, Nor is fin an iJecitrjed ihing in irs nature only, but in 
itseffiCls and conft1uences alfo. lc, has proved' a curfe; 

'and the lIiolt dreadful one by its iilifchievoa~ elfelli • 
• 

'Tis fin that has curled the ground, to that it brings 
forth thorns and chillies. and obliges mankind [0 toii 
'and pains to get a ,Iivelihoo'd out of it. The curfe 
of God upon the ground, by means bf fin, is prd. 
Dounced, Gen. iii. 17, 18, i 9. _ . 

, , 

'Tis fin that bas brought a curie upon otir hociieil 
fubjeaing [hem to difeafes and pains, infinitely va.:. 

,rious both for kind and degree; yea, expofing theni 
to death, in all manner of forms. - The words df 
the curfe are recorded, Gen. iii, j 9. ' ' 

, , 

'Tis fin that has brought, a cutfe, 'upon our flul!1 
'introducing illto thelli ~ollf ulion aDd diforder, \VC:tKoI 
, , befg 

- . . '. 'l'·..... ';.. '. ····i 
......... A.~ ~'I ••• , 
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nefs and depravicy. 'fis Ihis chat has blinded our 
under!1andiogs, perverted our judgmeOls, flupifit:d 
our con{cience~, corrupcd our p.i/Jions and aifel'iiaos. 
'Tis this that has deprived us at" our original glory, .' 
fuok our ndtures, and from creatures but little lower 
than {he angels. reduci::J us'IO a level wi.h the beafts 
that perifi1. . 'Ti~ thi~ that has commenced a War in 
our facuhies, di~urbing the peace of our minds, and 
fi!ling them with tumult anll vexation, imcftioe jars 
and horrid in wJrd recoiliugs. 

'Tis fin tha! has brought a curfe upon this whole 
. lower world. fllJing it, in all ages, wirh innumerable 
fpectacles of woe and mifery. 'Tis this that opened 
the door to. all that grief and farrow, diftrefs and 
trouble, in infinitely vat ions kinds, which' has made 
mankind unhappy, even trom the days of Adam, 
whether as lingle perf ODS, or as fubfifl:iog in focietiesa 
whether [maHer or greaccr. 

'Tis rhis [hat bas harraffed fo many particular 
individual perfous, perplexing their minds, affliCting 
their bodies, and creating numberlefs uueafineifes to 
tbem, in aHsbe difterent fuapes that can be conceived 
of by the liveiic(t imaginJlicll. -

l fis this that h~s difquieted families, inrrouucing 
difappointlllems, laKe., croK~s,. feuds and animolities 
the want of o~[Ward_ good tilings, and the fufferini 
a thoufand eVIl ones. . 

• 

'Tis this that ha' ever been the make-bate in the 
church of God, dell:roying its peace and order, 

. B promoting 

• 

, 

• 
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promoting ll:rife andcooremion, alieniuion and dif. 
affeCtion, and crumbling it ioto numberlefs panies. 

• • 

'Tis this that has been the tToubler of narions 
aDd kingdoms, un!heatlling the {word and making 
them the devourers of one apother. ' fis this that has 
derhrone,] princes, ruined cities, depopul.lled coun
uies, ye~, t:mptied the earth of its inhabitants, filling 
i, with flaughter and bloodlhed. And 'lis Ihis alfo 
that has "!hut up the heavens, and made the rain 
ofa land powder and dufl:"; 'tis this that has brought 
" the pellilence that walketh in darknefs, and de
firuCtioo t~m wafteth at noon day"; 'tis this that 
ha, cauCed the earth to tremble, and open its mouth 
fo as to take in thoUfands of. fouls at once; Yea, 

. Whenever the judgments of God' have Deen abroad 
in the e~rlh, 'lis fin that has brought them down: 
,To this mull they all. be attributed as the alone 
procuring caure. • . 

_. Nor are theee dreadful calamities the wodi effeCts 
of this IIccurftd !bing. Irs malign influence extends 
beyond the grave. and reaches even to the elernal 
world. 'Tis this- that guards the heavenly paraciife 
as with a flaming fword, fo that there is no admiffion 
for finners, continuing filch, ·into that bleffed place; 
As the ApoftIe john expreffes it, "there {hall in
DO wife eorer into it any thing that defileth, neither 
whatfoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie." 
Nor is this the wodi elfe8: of fiu yer. }Tis this 
that has made the dreadful place in the other world 
called in fcripture hill; the bottomlefi pit; the lake 
t bat bUTn,th 'With fire and b,i,mflon~ i the place of 

bJa{~1Jeft 

• 

, . I , • 
.. i ..... , 
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blackntft of darkllefs, of weG'/Jing and wailing, and 
gnaJl)jng of teeth. If il had nOt been for fin, there 
had never been fucb a place as hel!; we fuould 
never have heard of tlu /ire that goeth wt out, and 
the worm that diet/; not . 

• 

But I need nor fay any thing more t~ fatisfy you 
Ihat fin is an accurfed thing. That is certainly wor~ 
thy 10 be r poken of in this aile, which has brought 
mankind under the curfe of God in this world, aod 
expof~s them [0 his curfe in the foture one. 'Tis 
of all things the mofl accurfed. There i> indeed a 
clIrfe in nothing but by meao~ of fiu. This is em
phatically rhe accurfed thing. Arid whatever elfe 
hdS a curfe in it, is derived from fin. ' ' 

-

. Let us, my brethren, take care to make a jufl: 
efiimale of fin j Dot looking upon it as an harm!c!~ 
,inoo,ent thing, not entertaining an opinion of it as 
aUightiilconfiderable evil; bUt as that which is 
accurfed in itfelf, and carries with it all manner of 
curfes. We mufl: thus conceive of it. 'Tis the firf!: 
thing necdrary to a deliverance from the cutje it has 
{ubjected as to; as it wilt not only engage us in the 
work of repentance. bur open to our view, our infi
nite indebtednefs [0 the Lord Jefus Chrifl, who bas 
taken upon him the curfe of lin. And this wiII in
{rire us with zeal and vigor, in the ufe of a/l means •. 
that we may obtain, through him, redemption from 
the curfe of the law and the wrath of God... ,. 
But I muf!: not enlarge. 'Tis, time that I proceed
~Q the fecond note from the texf, vic. 

B ~ U. r!la.~ 
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-
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• 
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II. That fin. this OCCur fed thinj{, is roo ofcen in the 
midil: of a people, when engaged in war, 

-
This was the charge again (t-lfrael, now they were 

gone forth agaiofl: the nations ot Canaan, SdyS (he 
contex~, "lfrael hadi-'committed.a t"refpafs io the 
accurfld thing. lfrael bath finned and tranfgreJfc:d' 
my covenant." Nor Was this tr.e only time they 
were chargeable with fin, while engaged in war. 
We never read of thi, people, when in a flate of war, 
but they_ are complained of as having linned againO: . 
the Lord their God. And there are fcarce any fins 

I . 

but they were prevalent among them. The Pro-
phetl. whom God fent with his meffages to them. 
lell:ify again!l their proFanenefs. their covetoufoefs • 

. their unc1eannef.~, their priJe, their bypocrify, their 
idolatry. aod fometimes their univerfal debauchery 
of manners. And it was indeed the prevalence of 
thefe and fuch like fins that engaged them in war, 
either puttiog them upon invading the rights of their 
neighbours, or provoking God to !lir up their neigh
bours to invade theirs. Ie would be Deedle(~ to go 
over the wars of flrml, as they are recorded in the 
old tel1:ament, to illullrate this; but if ~ny fuould 
chufe to be at this p~ins. they would find that their 
11lOral cbaraaer was always fuch as might jufl:ly give 
the holy God' occafion co complain of them, as in . 
110_ i. 4. "Ah! finful Darion, a people Jaden wirh 
iniquity, a feed of evil doers: they have lorflken 
the Lord, they have provo!(ed the holy one of lfrael 
fO anger." . 

~ .. ,And is it true of Jfro~l only, that, the accurfid 
thing w~s in the rnidft o( them when engaged 

• 
In 
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in war? Is not this the charge that may be jnfilY 
made againfl: our land at this day?,. Was it ever 
in a more, corrupt and degenerate {late? Was it ever 
in a more unhappy fituation, morally fpeaking, to en
gage in war? Did we ever bear fo loud a cry of op" 
preffioo? Was common hooefl:y ever at a lower ebb? 
Were eXlravagance, intemperance and lewdnefs ever 
more general? Were the fabbaths of the Lord ever 
more prophaned, or his fanauary more polluted ? 

. Was the name' of God ever more difuonored by. 
, horrid cUlfing and f wearing? " . We are, in truth, 

a finful people. and have exceedingly provoked the . 
holy one of lfrael [0 anger againfl: us. The accurfed 
tbing is in the midfl: of us, impiety towards God, 
unrighteoufriefs and unmerciflllnefs towards our . 
neighbour, and infobriety with refpett to our [elves; 
yea, we have diilionored Chrifr. negleaed his falva-

. lion, abufed his grace, and grieved his fpirit. This, 
: in general, though I am grieved to fay it. is tbe true 
; charaCter of the country, at this day, notwithllandiog 
l a\l our pretences, and al\ our fpiritual advantages. 
; A melancholy illll(lration of the truth we were up
i on. that the accurfed thing is roo often in the midfi: 
i 
.: of a people w~en at war with their enemies. 1 now 
\ go on to the next and lall note from the words, viz. 
" ~. . , 

•• 

I 
• , 
• • • • 
• 
i 
• • , 
\ 

j 

i , , , 
• • 

• , 
• • • 
• • 

, 
I • , 
• • , 
I 
• , 
• , 
• • 
• , 
; , 

.' 111. That Q people at war muf!: take away the 
accurfed thing froLl among them, if they would 
hope, upon· jufl: grounds, to fYandbefore their 

• enemIes. 
. 

Y?U fee that Ifrael could not {land before the meo 
of 111: And what was the reafon! 'Tis given to 
'jojbua by God himfeJf, ver, II, 12. "lfrae! hath 

. tinned 
• 

• 

• • 
• • 
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finned· .therefore the children of Urad could not 
!land b!efore their enemies, but turned. their backs 

• 

hefore their enemies." And this is bur' agreeable 
It} dj<: covenant which God made with them, after 
he had brought them out of .Egypt with a mighty 
hand and aD out-firetched arm. Thofe are the terms 
of it. " If ye walk in my fiatures and keep my 
commandmen.rs, and do them; then ye fuall chafe 
your enemi!!s,.and they {hall fall before you by the 
fword •. But jf ye will not hearken unto me, an~ 
nlaU defpife my fiatutes, . ana not do my command
ments; I alfo will do this ,unto you, ye {balI be flain 
before your enemies, ye !hall be delivered, into the 
hand of the enemy." Lev. xxvi. And- according to 
rhe tenor of this covenant, it all along happened to 
lfrael. While they kept themfelves from the ac
curfed thing, or foon took it away. they tiad the 
better of their enemies, and cauled the,m to flee or 
fall before them: But when the occurred thing was 
in the midfl of, them. and they took no care to reo 
move it away, they fell before their enemies, or run 
from them, or were delivered into the:r hands. 
And as aD awful iIIufhatioD of the truth of my text, 
aDd of the threaming col2tained in God's covCllont 
with lJrae/, they were. about fotty· years after. our 
Saviour, invaded by the Romans, and totally broken 
up as a people, and 'fcattered among all the nations 
of the earth. among whom they remain as a taQnt 
lind a curfe to this very day. e 

Acd God will deal. in general, after the fame 
~anner. with other people, as he dealt with hi~ 
lfrael. While they walk with him, and do th~t 
Which is, right and juft and good, he wHI make th:lr 

. enemle~ . . . - . 

• 

• 

'. 
, 



, 

( 15 ) 

enemIes to be at pea¢e with them. or deHv~rthen1 
into their hands: But if they violate the law of 
God. and treJpajs in the a,cu~fed thin.{. he will not 
enable them to frand before their enemies, but will 
give them ioto their hands. 

'Tis true, the parties in the war may both of 
Ihem have finned agaioft the Lord; .-the accurfed 
thing may be in the mi~(l: of them both: In which 
cafe. they are both made ufe of in the providence 

. of God to challife one another i and to which of them 
God will give the advantage is known only to him. 
{elf; unlees that parry in the war, whofe caufe is juLt, 
fhould put away the accurJed thing: in which cafe 
they might upon good grounds hope for help again!!: 
their enemies, fo as {o be able [0 {land before them i 
yea, and to nead Ibem under their feet. Says God, 
in the texl, "thou canit not itand before tbine enc. 
mies, nodI ye lake away the accurJed thing from 
alllong you." It may be worthy of fpedal notice. 
tho' the aCCllrfed thing Was in the midft of Ifracl, 

, yet this Jhould Dot binder their fuccers againfi their 
, enemies, if they would but take it away. 10 this· 
, cafe, they might, nOl~9ithfiandillg their former follYi 
( hope to come off with_glory ano viCtory. 
, , 

But the quefiioD here is, what are we to under
!land by this ',I taking away the accurfed thing ?11 

How is it to be done? To which I anfwer, , 

If the accurred thing is of (uch a nature that the 
" civil arm" is necefi'ary to r.emove it, it is. in r bis 
fenfe, to be taken away. Thus the accurfed thing 
was takeD away from Ifrael. The fin of Achan wa~ 

Of 

, 

• 

, 
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· !4·capit~1 offence, and it lay with the civil magiflro/(, 
by cumng off the finner, [0 ~Iear the community of : 
guilt. Accordingly, 'Jolhua alld the Elders oj Ijrael 
were no fooner made fenfible of the fin of Achan, 
than they brought him under tria\, pars fentence 
upon him, and put it in execudon in the face of all 
~fraeL In' like manner, when the accurfed lhiug, 
10 themidO: of a people, is of a caplia! nature, the 
civil II.1agifl:race muO: remove it by the death otthe '. i 
offender: or if it be· any other crime, which it be- ' 

· longs to them, as guardians to the fiate, to refirain 
· or punilh, they muft, in an authoritative way, purge 
· the community ofic. - • 

• 
• 

And permicme to fay here} as opprejJion oj the 
poor, the father/eft,' and the widow, is eminently the 
oc&urjed thin!! in the midft of us, it' ought to h,e 
taken away, fo far as' may be, hy the powers ordained 

.; of God to .be his minHlers for good. Tis obf\!rva
ble, and may be worthy offpecial nOlice, tbere is no 

. prohibition, among the laws of the fupreme Legifla
tor, more particularly, exprefly, folemnly, and re

.. peacedly urged than this, thou Ihalt not' opprefl tbe. 
poor, thefatherleJs, and the widow. Thofe tberefore 
· who are entrufled with governing authority, woulu. 

. do no moreJhan their duty, and what they are called 
- . to by the King of Kings, fhould they exert lhem-

, . felves to diB:ourage oppreffion, and guard againO: it to 
the utmofl of their power, more efpecially as the' 
poor, the /athedejs, and the widow, are lhe dillin~ 
guilhed fufferers by it. And ihould they negleCl: ~() 

, . reflrain and guard againfi. this ~ind of opp~ejJion, chey 
. ~ould not excufe themfelves from the guilt of viola!-

• 
• 

• 

. -. ~-

• • 
• 

• • 
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jilg _:1 moil: expre[s command of the great King arid 
Judge o~ al.1 the earth. The 8zd Pfa~m begins wit~ . 
thofe maJefbc words', " God fiandeth In the congreft 

galion of the mighty, he judgeth among the gods," 
that is, among civil rnagiil:rates. Ie then follows. as 
a peremptory command to JPerri from the Sovereign 
of the world, u" dHeiJd the poor and fatherle[s, dd 
jufHce to the affiiB:ed' and needy; deliver the poor 
and needy; rid tbem OUt of the hand of the wicked;" 
I f it was ever·proper, if it ever was, br could be; 
the dilty of the civi/magijlrate to lay refirainr upon 
the maligllant, vice of oppreffion, as widows, fatJjer~ 
left children, and afflicfed needy perfons are affetled 
by it, it is eminently fa now. " 

. .. . , . . , 

I am fenfible it rna); 6c difficult, if within the teach 
of the magifhates I1cill or ~ower, !O remove thar in
ju([ice, Which, like an overbearing fiood, has made 
its way through Jhefe American State~; occafioned 
partly by the paper currency. pardy by the neceilities 
bf people in this day of general calamity, but prin,;, 
cipaily by the undue love of money: But however 
difficult, or impoffible, i.t may be for the governing 
power, in the pre[eot fi-dle of Ihiilgs, dfettoally to 
reO:rain, in gelleral, t he affair of cotnmercial dealing . 

, \vithin the bOtlOds of righteoufriefs, this may be done. , 
~llid Wilhout the Ieaft difficulty, ,10 'regard of thore 
widows and oqihaiis, together· with many others. 
\vho have greatfy (offered, and are fiill (uffering, hy 
itit;ans of a law oj tbis Staic, which' .obliges rhein to 
accept of four or five iliillings ioftead of a pound, or 
to lofe the yearly iotereft which they depend upori 
(or II fobfifieoC'e. I fear tlOI [0 fay, ~bat glaring in- . 

·e jufiice; 

• 
• 

• , 
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jullice, and of the wor/l; kind too, wherein it alTeEts 
the !~thcrlefs and widow, is efiabljlhed by this law. 
lr would be a diOlOllorable refleCtion on [be makers 
of fuch an eftabiilh.neDt, who are polilically dead, 
[0 Cuppofe, that their imenrion was, to give oppor
tunity for tbe cancelling bonds by (he pqment of 
oue half or a quarter of (heir real vJlue. 8s the 
emiffion of paper-bills was nece(fdry to the carrying 
00 the war, they might think a Taw of ,this kind 
would tend to prevent their depreciation, and with 
this view be determined to make it: But as it is now 
know'], notwithfianding this, and-every other device, 
l~at the depreciation has been amazingly great, and 
that hundred~ and lhonfands of helplefs widows and 
orphans, to fay nothing of otbers, have been reduced 

; '0 the urmofl diftrefs by .me~ns of it, together \vith 
" tbe Jaw that has given it an appre/Jive efficacy. it 

, . 

, 

, may feafonably be expelled, tbar the power! ihat.JlO1V 
be will iutel diH the continu~nce of this law, lell. 
there fhould be the cOlltinuance 6'1" that injufiice. 
which would be a difgmcero even a pagan nate. 

As I am now upon the dory of. tT1e dvil magifirare, 
,\vherein it lies within his fphere, to take away fin, ' 
which is an accurfed thing, from a people, 1 would 
meotion the fad cafe of JalarY·1JIen, and par!i:uldrly 
the Clergy. So far as.! am able to learn, man of 
the parifhes in this State have made their minifters 
no allowance at all for the ~eprfci,~'ion of-Ihe cur. 
reucy, and thofe who have made any have fallen {hort 
ooe half, if not three quarters, ,of what in reafon 
might have heen expeEted of them. Is it right in 
:people, wb.) have folemoly coDtr<ia('t~ wilh their mi
lli(te'rs 10 pay them fuch all'lm, \0 difcharge their obU-

• ganDn 

-

• 
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gation with that which amountS to not more !han one 
half, or a qlJarter, or a feventh p~rt _ of its real value? 
Js ir c:)nfiltent with co-m!noo honef1:y for people to de
mand, and to take, of their miniflers for labor, for pro
yiiion, for c\I)J[hing, and all the n~cdr1ries of life,five, 
fix, or [even tim~s more.in proportion than they are 
wiliin;:! to give them, tho' obliged ro it by explicic 
cOfJ[taEt? AD~ 0)111 goveromcm, while they knoW' 
Ihi~, iidl:il1, and look upon their oppreffion withom 
olferiug them aoy heip? Is [his as it ought ro be? 
Efreci;}II y, as it is owing to /!,()vernment bilh, and a 

. ~Jl'ern!!Jent !fl2V making them a lender to difcharge 
~o:Hr,\'~;, tho' by a' nomina! fiilll, not worth a th:r,j, or 
it may be a (eventh pm of the value originally ogled 
for, that they are ,thus injured ?* 

e 2 Surely 
~ So tong .go •• M,y 26, 1725, the General Court paff,. t.he following 

Ref,:'dve, which it is th wght proper to infert atlar~e, I[ is in thefe words, 
I, At <l Gn~ar and G!neral Co ut or Alfembly for hi~ M.ljefiyfs Pro~ ince 

of Ma~:lchufetts-aay in New;~r,g1ana, b~e":un and held at nofion, upo.Jl 
WednefJ.y M.y ~6, 1725. th, iollawing Ref"lve p.r,1d both BoulCf. 
and Wtl' cO;J(en:ed [I] by h'is honor thl; lieutenant 901:ernor, viz. 

, 

Up~I' !triJuJ. c~l/.fidtrr:lj-('1I oj/he grtat dijJr~p'el tlid! lJ1al~y ?f tb: mil1ifla-s of 
the gGJiJd withifJ. t~is pr(J"[,'im:e I,lh,ur "'IJer, 'tvitb rrj'pcll 10 tlstir !uPPlJ,-t 
or m.1intr:ffmlCe, their iafmifs being gmer'1/ly paid 'in tbe puhlic hi'!$ ~f 
cudit of tbiJpro'Vir:er:, altho' "1(I11J oj rbe miniflus COlJ/raad with thdr 
plopl~ jn the lime ~ubrn Silver Mlme), P4}fd in f"aymtnt i arId the ltu:/JdJ'itS . 

. of life,fuch as c/I)(]!hing, provifiotit, together with !.l6o:w and other cbittg;) 
'II'W demand/a mnc./) morc Gfthc bills ~f f,edit thf!n b~retofore; 

R~QI'lJ(dJ That it h t!H: indifpenfolble duty ,If the feveral tllwn~, pre~cinth and 
panfu.cs of this \lrovir.ee, to makt: (uch adJitions to the fJiariea or main~' . 
tenance (If their refrell:ive o~.in:!lers) a!J may hononr:lb:y fUppoft and 
encourage: them in the,r work i and therein to hJve TC6ard as well fO 

the time of the cJntraa bet\veell the minill-u and people, and the fFetl: 
th~rcin mentioned, 33 to the rreat and growing dift'crence in the ~a!ue of 
the bi!ls of credit, from what ti,er hive frmctim" been, And :hi, 
Court co tbereiore mc.fi .carneJlly recommend the fpeedy and c:hearflll 
prccYlce ef this QutYI to the fe ... eral too¥t{"~ation. anti rer'll-l::-us ;>{ftmblies 
within this province: And that thi, refahe be publ;(kly reoJ on the n,,:: 

'" Lord'e day after the receipt thercof,in the the a(ter;w(J[l beto:e the cung(l~ '": 
~a!io[l he difmirs'd; and at the ano;ver{uy meeting of the fe\er.~l town:... 
9r ptecinas in the province in the month of Ma,.cb n~xt. 
~1 or~er of the great and gencfiJ court or .!fembly. . 

. ., ,f, k 1"'" d q " J alia I ,. t. f~r • > - !'':!J. 
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SHreIy, the Pallors of the Church~~ ill thi~ 
State' are DOt" fo inconfiderable~and (oplempiible' aD 
9nJer of men as not to be wortn the notice of Go. 
yt:r~menr, when almoft Iloiverfally wronged; ao.d" to 
~n h1i:\h degree. Some fpecia! provifton for "their 
relief is a ma~ter of ju/hu, and Dot ~eer fayor, as 
i! is by medns of govcrnmmt biNs, anJ a g~vernmen; 
~a'1f' however contrary to the Jelign 01 Government, 
that they are oppreifed. ~od fuch provifioo. 1 alll 
fure, if incJin.l!ioll is not waoring; Ilpy be made, an~ 
~ithoqt any great expeoce either of thought, dme, 
or pains; and the provifiol1 might be effeCtual to PUt 
~t" out of the power of p.ec.>ple to "turn their winifier~ 
9ff' with ~ny thing lhorr of fhe rrue value of wh~t 
they agreed" wir/)" rhein (or, when tbey fetrled witq 
rhell!. This is all they defire: ',,\ od ~s i( is nothing 
~or~ than ccmmon equity," wo?l~ it ~?l b.e" hard; 

may 
" 

~icviou!a to the 2hove Je(olvc J and that juGicc m~&lJt be done ~etween JT1an 
and man, it wa< e"laClcd bY' gO\'ernment in the' ~ ear 1698, that die execu .. 
tive c~u:h, upen 'the fllJ.feirure of the pen:lhy annexed to any 3greerncnr~ 
C01.·enant-'r c,'ntraer, or other fpecialtie~ rhouJd ,b!lnur the forfeiture, 

, I, , 

and enler up judgm<nt fonhejujl,f,h:anddamag'.'!· In the year r74l, 
the judges of the refp~aiye eoutU, in 'cafe ef a d(pr~ciati~n of tbi tlhiued. 
hi/Is, were particularly impowered" to gin jU!p'ment for fa much fil,er 
a! the true debt appears to be. 8!14 in' 'Want tl.ureD! for ff) much in J\Jid. 
1'rf'Vinu bil,'$, 'llJirb fbI! c.Jdiliot; of fo v;uch mort ~J 'i.uill make amer.aJ j(Jr 
the dc>prcciatir.g fail. bills fr.m thn; pn/WI flat~d 'lla/~e, .r the 'llaiue at 
.u:bicbfucb cthrr kil.'s FJou/d bt: fla:l!d." In the years Ji .... 4, and.1747, 
addiliol13/ c'lIe was t"ken bv the Gt1!erd C,url t\l prevent opprdltc.n by 
means of the Jeprecjctj(j~ of' 'their emitted bili;.· , '--

" " 

1t will not I "helieve, he dif"wned hy any, who have mad. themfelve, ac
, qtla:med witH the char2fl:r of thofe who confiit-utel' OU~ Gir.(r~/ CO~Tl~ 

in the years above fpecificd. that they were men of wlfdoID r integrity, 
public virtue, and poltt;cal !kill. The fp,dmens the~ haY' given of thi., 
in the laws- I have refe:'d to. are well worthy of notice j and JhouId hk~ 
laWll wb ch are 1J"-:V more loudly c;]lIed for than in, tho!e timesl be made 
by the !Jtrfent gove-;ninz powers, ] doubt not but they would -carry with 
tbem .lfeau,l rel'eft, rhnuf.nd· of Widow!, O,.phan<, and at hen, who 
lulve been the grrat l.ffirerJ !Q this day, of difficulty and .GiR:rd!, ~:)t h'n-;
ing had it in their ~""er, in CoromOD '''ith .lmcft all fortI of perfoct, tD 
"h'ln themfelve~. " "" ." "" "~ , " 
-I ~ ~ 
.:~I! """ ~ 
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( 

" 

\ 

" 



, 

. . 

-
( 2J·) 

may 1 not fay, would it nat be imjull:, ili.oufd tbey 
~e left to groan, lunder thllir' oppreffioDs, alld to have: 
no helper? . 

• • , 

Should it be faid, if what has been menrioned, 
was to be carried into execution, it might unhaPI?i1y 
rend to increafe the depreciation ~t tbe currency t 
\'I'hich would be a great and public damage. ,'Tis 
obvious toanfwer, there are ao perfons in this, or 
any of the States, who have it ill their power, but 
are fa aware of [he (unken value of the paper· bills, , 
as to rife proportionably in their dem~nds for what. 
ever they have to difpofe of. COQlmon labourers of 
~II kinds, farmers, traders apt! merchants, take eff'ec. 
tua! care co ballance, ill t heir commercial conduct, . 
rhe fall of the medium, with an adequate iDcreafe of 
the price they alk for their commodities: Yea, our ' 
Gener~l Coqn have thought it jull and equal to in •. 
hance their daify llipend, on account of the inhanw! 
price of what is neceifdry for their fub6!lence, while 
employed on the affairs of the public: Nor have they' 

" in this done any other than whilt is right, and will be 
~ckllo\-.rledged to be fa by all who are acquainted 
with the fituation of things. among us: But {hall 'Wi~ 
do~us and father/if! children, together with the clergy 
~nd other falary.men" who Ime it not in their power 
to help themfe!ves~ be the di(linguiilied grand fuf. 
ferers in this d~y of oppreffive wickeduefs? When 
pthers cau help themfelves, while thefe can't, {hall ' 
Government lit frill, and' not exert themfelves, fo 
.hat juilice may be.done them. God forbid, that we 
{hould be any longergiveo up as a prey to the de
you.rillg teeth of~variciotls worldlings? 

• I !hall 

, 
, 
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, 
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I {hall add here( it ollght to be deeply impreffed . 
~n .the heans of our civil rulers, thar [hey are ac
.couotable to that God whofe throne is in the hea-. " ., -, 
vens,;ip common with oiher men; all~ bis eyes be-. 
hold their conduc:t in !qeir- public' capacity, and he 
fees and obferves it, not meei-ly as a fpeCl"aror, bue an 

. alIPighly righteous judge, one who elllers all upoQ 
" record,. in order to a reckoning another day. And 

[he day is coming, when they {hall all !land 011 a 
Jevel with the lowell: of the people, before the tre
mendous bar of rhe righteous Judge of all the.earth, 
and be called upon ro render aD accoullt, not only 
of their private life, but of their whole management 
as eorrufi:ed with [he concerns of lhe public. 

If there needs any excufe for that plainnefs of 
fpeech I have now ufed, I lVould fay j .. 11 my can
fcience beareth me wiwcfs," tbat what 1 have olTered· 
has proceeded,nnt from want of decent reJpect for thore 
who are our civil Rulers, but from faithfulncfs to 
God, .. whore·l am, and whom! defire 10 ferye," as 
well as from a [eo-cler concern for thore thoufand& . 
among both the Laity aud Clergy, efpecially Widows 
and' Orphans, whore groaoings, by rearon of oppref-

. fion, are heard in heaven, and may, if they are no~ 
htard on e,1rth, bring down vengeance from almighry 
God, in addition [0 what we have already felt.·· : 

-

.But [Q go on, 
If the accurfed tbin..~ is fio generally prevailing 

among a people, it mu(l:be IlIken aiuay by a general re
_ formation. This is rhe only eifettudl method in which 

it Cdn be done; and it is the very one-every whera 
direCted to io [he word of God: and it will, of his 

-
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mercy: through the mediation an<lmerits of the Savior"' 
Jefus Chrift, avail to the pardon of 'a people, This 
will bring them into favor with heaven, and engage 
the prefence of God \vith them, fo as that they (hal\ 
be able to " frand before their enemies, 3nduead 
.them under their feet." 

'What then. remains, as the improvement of the 
prefent difcourfe-, but that we make it our care, by 
true humiliation and repentance, to· remove fin, that 
accurfed thing, from among U5, It will not, it cannot 
with any face of rearon, be denied, that fin, in every 
kind, abounds in the land,- But if I may fpeak what I 
believe is t he real truth, 1 would fay, that fin which 

. is the fouree of every other fin, and may emphatically 
" be called the ACCURSED THING AMONG VS, is 

fordid fl'iJa/ ice, an ullfatiable thirft for money. 'Tis 
. this that has overlpread the land with fueh. bafe 
/elJfof!ejs as has been defiructive of that puMic patriotic 
/pllit which was itR glory: ' fis this that has engaged 
fuch mulrirudes to "feek tbeir own," to the negle.::t of, 
and in oppoiition to, " the weal of others :" 'Tis this 
that has hew [he oecafion-of that injufiice, oppreffioD, 
and ex"orti0u, wbich is fa generally prevalent in all 
parts of the country: 'Tis this that has reduced great 

. numbers to penury and want, efpeciaJly among thofe, 
who have had it neither in their power, nor inclina
tion, to do by others, aSOlhers do by them :'Tis 
this, in a word, that has [wallowed up all f('rious at
temion to " [he things pertaining ro the kingdom of 
God, a;1d of ]e(us Chrifl: i" infleacl of which, t:le gain 
of this world has been the great and general concern, 
though at the hazard of that lo(s of the foul which 
cannot be compenfated. And in this view of OUr 
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tharaiter. ,ashavirig reigoingib usthi! - ll'VaricioUJ 
diJpojition, which bas been, and is fiill productive of 
all wickednefs. what,can we expect but the frowns of 
heaven upon Our military operations? 'tis true. add 
ought to be ,acknowledged wirh gratitude, Jhe good 
God has. nO£wilh!l:~odii1g olirgreat unworthioefs; 

. .. for his holy name's fake. and 10 make his power 
known," given 'our armi!s rematkable tuccers in their . 
contefis'with the enemy, at one liIile and another. So ' 
whenlfrael Went againll: 7ericho, it plea led God by a 
,miraculous exertion of-almighty power"to{haKe dowD 
,the walls 'of that firtingly feilCed city,. ahd deliver it 
into,the hands of 3'ojhua, the chief JewHh military 
·commal1der.Bm !/rael committed "a trefpafs in the 
.. &ecurfed thing;" for which caure tbey were after.; 
wards defeated, and d riven back by -their enemies. 
7hus it has been with us. . By remarkable interpo-
'firions, in the government of Providence. we have 
'·heen marvelloufly fuccteded, at ooe time and another; 
in our attempts agaioft the enemy; but, as the ac-' 
lurftlithing has beenrerained among us, tbty.by like 
inrerpoficions of heaven, haYe been fucceeded in their 
~attemptsagaitifi us .. An obfervable in fiance of this; 
"ea, 'an infiancewherein the 'God that is above has; 
'JD' a very confpicuous manner, iurerpofed to ferve 
-:them,. and' dilfe~ve U~, we h'ave inthe affdir of Rhode
·ljland, ,with what gave rife to it, and was elfeotially 

,':conneaed with it. . I 

We all know, the (quadron·of capirai {hips (ent ta 
::America,by [he MONARC'H OF FRANCE, was 
"kin~ly'iD!ended for our help inourfiruggle with 
.'Great: Britain j and we all had great expectationsfrorrl 
,,~at' mlEht, humanly (pea king, . have, been eff'eaed 
, ihertbY· 
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thereoy. Bilt we have .hitherto. been greatly difcip
pointed. But how? Not thro' any failure in the 
ufe 01 proper means, but oy the exertions of that . 
almighty Being, " who bringeth [he wind oilt of his -
rredure," or keepeth it [here, as" feemeth good iIi 
his fight." By conrrary wind~, or no \vinds, the fleet 
from France was daained fa much longer thanordina
Iy in coming to the Delaware, that the Britif}; !hip}; 
lying in that river with all their flores, had oppor
tUllity, brfore their arrival, to go nnfuoldled to Newo 
York. 'Tis lrll:", (heir looked for approach might 
be the oec~ficn of [he Britijh army's quitting Phi/a:. 
delphia with fueb nalle, and coing it by the way of 
the'Jerfiesi \\hich proved. ro [hem a difgraceful re;; 
treat, and [he lofs of fome thoufauds of their men. 
But this Was foon followed by that which was greatly 
difatlVaorageolls to fis. Upon Admiral D' Eflaing's 
leaving the Delaware and anchoring at the Hoo~. 
near New·Tolk, an expet1ilion was planned, with a 
view to difp(,ffc[~ the enemy of Rhode· Jjlol1d, by the 
joint operation of his fieet, and 3n army to be imine-' 
diately raifed and feor upon this ddign. No army, 
it may be, Was fooner rai(~d, or confified of better 
men, many of Whom, tho' inen of fortune, figure, 
nnd refpeetable charaCters, volunrarily etltered upon 
Ihis fervice a5 privates; for the good of their country: 

-NolWilhflaodiog which, aild the moll flarreJ'il!g pro
{peCt of (ilecefs, they were difappoimed: Not for 
W?nt of wifdoin in planning the expedition, Or of /kill 
and refcllHiol'l in the officers and men, either of the 
.riny or na\'y ; bur by imerpofiog frowns in the pro
~idence of hiin who "fi[[elh King forder." The 
next day .fter our troops had landed Wilham the leaft 
oppofilion, and were ro have been joined by anum-
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ber ef F'rench regulps. ~nd the whole Fr~nchjleett 
they Were called off, by the appearance of Lord How's 
rzaval force., which obliged [he Ceunt to go oqt after, 
and pur(ue [hem: But Qcfore any actiQ'l coulc! cOlT!
Plence, there arofe. at rhe cpmm~Dd of' [hat qod, 
Whom" the winds obey," an unknown 'florm. in this 

I • • -,. • •• 

part of the world, at fuch a time'of [he ye~r,whicq 
difabJed a number of the Frmch /IJ;pf, and m:\de i~ 
neceffary they {hould come to Raj/on to refit~ This 
put an end [0 opr Rhorle·~1;m,d c.\"/'cdition, -If and the 
{alutary effects We expeCled 10 reap from it. Bur, 
a,s it was wholly owing (a the ~>:trtlordi12ary provi; 
tjence of God, which over-ruled [his illlPon3m defisq 
to oQr fad, difappoiuqnenr, we can find no fault, unlef~ 
we woulJ f~neCl /llame ppon the alwife' righteop,s 
fuler of the world jin(ledd of whjch, we might dQ 
well [0 refleft upon the moral cal!/e of this divin~ 
chall:ifement, which, without all doubt, is, our lIot 
" ' 
~' t,aking away the a.cwr.focl t hin-K from amOl1g us.~' 
This can he dqne, as hJS been {aid, in n~ way bur by 
reJor11Jatioll. And the; reforfilation mufi be general, 
~xtending to all orders and degrees of men, among u~, 
from th~ highell: to the /o,!,ell; and to all fins, from 
the greaten: 10 the leaft. Migi(lrates mull: be feG-:
~bJe of the" faults, and rectify tQel1l; minifters mull 
~e humbled for theirs, and amend th¢m; and people 
~D common m~(l be convinced of the evil of thei~ 
~oingsl a~d repent 9f thetll. A;ud iI~ ~rder to thi~ 
, , 'general 

, .. 

.. 
, 

, 

" It may ';,ot be improper to fay here. our 'l'roop., unaer- the bleffing of 
: heaven, retreated' from I3b,J.-Ijli:nd with flgnal fucce(, a~d' honor:, For 

they not only went off with all their ~ore. and baggage, Without the lors 
~(. flngle .rtitle; but drove away the enemy' who endeavored to purfu~ 
thelll. with the lofs ooly of two hundred and dtven of our 'men" kill~d; 
"'.una.a •• njI miffing, which wa. v.lllY more th.n ballanc.a, by tbe lof. of 
'DiDre th~~ a tb'~J .. d,of tbeir', killed and wouode4.' , ,', ' " ", ....... ; •.... . '. ~ .... ' '. . ,\ , .' ~.~ .~; . 
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g~neral reformation. every mao muf!: endeavour tQ 
)wow the plague of his own heart; every ooe mull: 
,:ome 10 a paufe" and enquire \·· .. hat have 1 done? 
and not 'be fatisfied, till every thing amifs is done 
~way, bOlb in heart and liJe. . 

" . Thus let us remove the accu~fid tbing from th~ 
mielfl: of us; " breaking off our fins by repem3ncef 

aud our iniquitiF.s by tUrning [0 God." We /hall not 
po rhis. unlets we belake ourfelves for help 10 Ihe 
great dijpenfer of grace. He c~n difpofe aDd inHu
'euce us [0 " ce~(e from doing evil, anu to learn to do 
well i" he can enable us to .. lluloofe the bands of 
wickednefs, aod let Ihe opprdfed go free," and to 
wake it our care 10 " deal jufily; loving mercy, and 
walking humbly with God." And if, in confequence 
pf our earpefi fupplic3rions before Ihe mercy-(~at in 
~eavell, we /hall be wr6\.1ght upon to become a peni
tent aud ob~diellt p~ople, having faith in God, and in 
his fan Jefus Chril1:, we may hope, and upon jull: 
grouod~, [hat our falher's God will be our God, and 
~anifefl: himfelf 10 be fo by " riding in the heavens 

. for our help. and in his excellency on the fldes ;" 
giving us ocealion to triumph, and ling, as in Ihe 144th 
NaIrn, begioning, uBlelfed be [he Lord our lhenglh. 

. who teacheth ollr hands (0 war, and our fingers to 
\ ~ght; our gocdnefs and our fome!s, cur high tower 

and deliverer, in wh01ll we [rufi: who fubdueth Ih.'! 
people underlls.'~ '. 
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