


; Vg e s SR )
fi“ i %ﬁ FaplpRalite, fot

& I A R P T r_..* }miﬁjﬂ;
1 C*fszfgﬁ the Patters of the Chri
Future Glory.

24 ey I '
o T ¥ N &
":* % ‘i N O '} -
: K e i L e ¢ :j {%

Occafioned by the

n E A T H

Of the late Reverexd

[Wz«* (zeorge om yth A. M

Who departed this Life, May 8, 1746.
Aged 5

b

ONDOGN:

[ Printed for J. Noon, in the Poultry; and Josznra
Hicuamor:, under the Rayaf—li“dmrgc.,

( Price Sixpence. )

e

L]
b
sl e

AR

-I.rjl"-

[ Y
AL
[ = -

R )

pingt . LAY
oy b WAl -
N TRy ‘:."— -l

Iiﬂ i 1..“.. ""_:1. i
LI " - L K

ke

VY
o Fo b W

1Y s T
hﬂ‘trfﬁ‘# Rx """.-. Tt”

i

-
L] .i.‘."' .

L
3

AL
:I'r vy
o
. b, ,'";,_"E:. ks

b o S
ﬁ- :E;H-t;.:l" f'n-'r

t- E"1 ) l e i

-

R

Ll 1
A - ; -: g "':i-\ii'*
Rpics St

&
- J'“

i’::

I,
-

' ¥

-
A b I-.‘..I L
XYL E
F y



-Wmsdm:u I aler iy P ek, i, B

i =i ——— e L - i - e —

weasirasasrdeinnire—
1 gl — e L e o - — e ) -

PII IL I I‘n iiin 2[-

Who fhall change our vile Body, that it may be

Jafbioned tke unto bis glorious Body, accord-
sng to the working whereby be is able to fith-
due all Things to bimfelf.

B AM led to the Confideration of thele Words,

on this folemn Occalion, as they were #he laj?

& Subgeit {poken from by that worthy Man,
and faithful Minifter of Chrft, on Occafion of
whofe Death I am called to this Service amongft
yous a Service I fhould have declined on many
Accounts, but that I would not appear wanting in
any Inftance of Refpet 1 was capable of fhewing
to onv, wi2m I affeffionately loved whillt living,
and whofe Memory will ever be grateful to me,
as the Morning Breath of the balmy Spring, or the
refrefing Fragrancy of the moft generous and rich
Perfuine ; and had not the Refpect T owe to you,
who knew, who enjoyed, who efteemed his Worth,
weighed {tronger with me, than the Incapacity I
really feel to difcharge this laft Office to my Bro-
ther, to my Friend, in the Manner I would wifh
to do.

His Thoughts were direted to the Subjet I
have read to you, by the Death of *two excellent
Men, removed, {oon after one another, from their
Service to their Reward ; and as the Occafion na-
turally led him, he only confidered the Character
given by the Apoftle of our prefent Bodies, thefe
vile Bodies, thele Bodies of our Humiliation, intended

2 The Rev. Mr. ? fbua Bays, and the-Rey. Dr. Samuel
Wiigh. -
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to mortify human Pride, to check all our prefurmip-
tuous Confidences in any flefhly Advantages, and
to perfuade us niore highly to value, and more
diligently to perfue and cultivate the Health, the
Beauty, the Orpaments, the Dignity and Happi-
nefs of our immortal Spirits, that we may become
fit for, and capable of a fuperiour Life, andof inhe-
riting the {ubftantial Bleffings of Immortality, And
with what Eloquence and Judgment did he treat
the Argument! In how mafterly a Manner paint
out the numerous Inconveniencies of thefe earthly
Tabernacles! Every Eye was fixed, every Ear be-
came all Attention; and if I may judge of others
by myfelt, there was not a.fingle Heart remained
cold and unaffeted. Little did we think, that he
was (as one who loved him exprefled it) embalming
Limfelf with bis own Spices, and that what he then -
faid was a Prelude to his Funeral,” No! Great
was the Pleafure we all promifed ourfelves from
‘the latter Part of the Subje&t under his Manage-
'ment 3 the Change that fhall hereafter be made in
‘thefe humble Bodies by the Power of Chrift, when
"he fhall form them after the Pattern of his own
‘glorified Botly,

But as it hath pleafed Gop, in the fovereign
Ditfpofals of his Providence: o deny us this Satis-
faction, it will not L hope be ) wiged improper, if I
endeavour, 1n my imperfe¢t Way, to reprefent to
you this amazing Scene of future Glory, and the
blefled Alteration that thall be made in our Bodies,

when the Times of refrefbing fball come from the
Prefence of the Lord. And I do it with the greater
Pleafure, as I have the fulleft Perfuafion that our
deceafed Friend, who here dwelt in a Body of deep
Humiliation, which by its continual Pains and
Diforders was an almoft daily Exercife of his Faith
and Patience, fhall hereafter thare in the Honours

of this heavenly Change, and put on the Garment

of
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of a bleffed Immortality, The Promifes of the
Gefpel heighten all the Pieatures of real Friend-
fhip, as they {ecare the Eternal Welfare of thole,
whofe Virtues were the Foundation of the juit Fo-
nour and Affection that we paid themy, and give
us the Profpect of a much happier and more inti-
mate Unton with them, in Cucumilances of an-
unmixed and perperual Profpenty,

It is an internal Mark and Evidence of the great
Excellency and Divine Onginal of the Gofpel
Doctrine and Religion, in that the governing In-
tention of 1t 15 to raife us above the low Interefts
and Perfuits of a merely Animal Life, and calls us
off frem fenfual Gratifications, and condemns the
habitually indulging ourfelves in them as our Hap-
pinels, as rreconcileable with our Duty and true
Welfare, andinconfiftent with the Approbationand
Acceptance of Gop, . The End of fuch; the Apo-
ftle tells us, 45 Deftruion, whofe God is their Belly,
whafe Glivy is in their-Shane, aind who mind earthly
thisigs, ~Chnftianity infpires a nobler View, gives
mote elevated and worthy Sentiments, and forms:
thofe who believe it into a Life and Condu& truly
Divine: For our Converfati n is in Heaven, The
Original Word implies, Our City, The City, the
Community, the Common-wealth, the Govern-
ment and Polity, to which as Chriftians we belong,
is in Heaven, We are of one Society with the 7i-
numerable Company of Angels, and the Spiriis of the
Fuft made perfect, over which Gob is fupreme Lord
and Judge; We are come to Mount ZLiow, and be-
tong to the City of the living God, the Heavenly Fe-
ritfalen, from whence we alfo look for the Saviour,
the Lord Fefus Chriff, to come the fecond time
for the compleat Salvation of his People; even to
coange thefe vile Bodies, that they may be fofbioned
iike to his own glorious Body, accordiag to the work-

b Verfe 19.
B2 it
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ing whereby be is able to fubdue all Things to bimfelf,
O glorious Expectation, that gives Life its vrueft
Relith, that 1s the {weeteft Relief under all it
Anxicties and Burdens, that creates Patience and
Refignation under the acuteft Tortures of Body,
that takes away the Terrours of Death itfelf, and
caufes the fincere Chriftian deliberately, and in full
View of all its poffible e Confequences, to wifh, tq
pray for, and even trmmph in the Approach of
it! Bleffed Saviour| We rejoice in the Certainty of
this thy fecond Appearance! O may we govern
our Tempers and Lives by the believing View of -
it, behold thee hereafter in all thy Glory, be owned
by thee as thy genuine and faithful Difciples, and

partake of the Honours and Trmmphs of this awe-
ful Day of God.

In the Words we have,

ILA Reprefentanon of the great Honour and Ma-
jefty of the afcended and exalted Saviour, He wears
a Body of Glory, or appears ip Heaven with a glos
rious Bedy, “When he firft came into our World,
he took Part of our Flefb and Blood, that he mlght
become in all Things like to bis Bretbrm had a Body
of the fame frail Materials and Contexture as ours,
that fubjected him to Sufferings, Pains and Death,
and all the finlefs Infirmities of our COﬂdl-

tion ; ‘that he might know by Experience the Di-
fireffes of the prefent State, become a faithful and

merciful High-Prigft, and be more fenfibly touched
with the Feeling of our Infirmities. But when, after
his Sufferings were ended, and fufficient Evidence
given to his Apoftles of ‘the Truth of his Refur-
rection, he afcended to.Gop his Father, he left all
thdt was earthly, orofs and material behind him :

and putting off that humble Body in which he had
dwelt and died, he affumed one of a {piritual and
cele{tlal Formation, fuitable to that high Dignity

‘@
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to which he was advanced, and that heavenly
World which was to be bis future Habitation s
and was invelted with a Glory worthy his onginal
Character as the Worp of God, and his fuperiour
Digpity as the Lord both of Angels and Men,
His Condelcenfion, in emptying bimfelf of that Foras
of God, which he poffefled wich his eternal Father,
and in his Obedience to the Death, 15 thus am-.
ply rewarded ; and as be endured the Crofs, and de-
fpifed the Shame for the Foy that was fet before
biin, he 1s now in full Pofleffion of it, being fat
down at his Father’s Right Hand i the moft excel-
lent Glory 5 having over ally and in all Things,
the Prehcmincnce, he only excepted who conitl-
tuted him Univerfal Heiry of whofe vifible Glory
he 15 the Shechinab, the Habitation and perpetual
Refidence, and in whom is feen refulgent the ef-
{ential Majefty of the invifible Gop ;3 who, in the
Heighth of his State, and the Splendour of his Ap-
pearance, far exceeds thofe Sons of the Morning,
the Holy Angels of Gop, who are reprefented
bright and quick as @ Flame of Fire; and 1s as
rifen and exalted, 1n his united Charaéter of Son
of Gop and Son of Man, the Brightuefs of bis Fa-
ther’s Glory, and the exprefs Image of his Perfon.
As he was firft and greateft in his Submiffion and
Obedience, he 1s made fuft and greateft m Dig-
nity, © far above all Principality and Power and
Might and Dominion, and every Name that 15 fmmed,
net only in this Worla, but alfo in that which is to
~come, and all the Shame and Reproach of his Crofs

15 for ever done away by a far more exceeding and
eternal Weight of Glory,

Some Specimen of this he gave at his Transfi-
guration in the Mount, when zhe Fafbion of bis
Countenance was altered, his Face fhone as the Sun,
and bis very Garsments were white as Light, Such

¢ Ephef. i. 21,
he
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he appeared to Sanl, furrounded with fuch an in-

fupportable Glory, as inflantly {trick the furioug
Perfecutor blind arid fpeechlels to the Ground,

Stephenr alfo faw him 1n lns cxalted State, ffauding
at the Right-Hand of bis Fathers G/ar_)'. And the
Reprcfcntatlon given of him by St. Jobiu, 1s ex-
treamly awctul and grand, who faw bis Eyes ap-

pear as a Flame of Fire, bis Face as the Sun fbine-
ing in bis full Streugth, and whofe Vaice was as the
Sound of many Waters ; fo that the Apoftle ﬁ:’!! at -
bis Feet as dead, and was reftored only by his lay-
ing his nght-Hand upon him, and commanding
hlm to live. And how truly Godlike will that
Appearance be, when he thall come to Judgment,

invefted with his arcat Father’s, and {urrounded
with his own Glory; when he fhall be feated on
bis Bed of Fuftice, his Throne of Righteoufnefs,
as his Father’s Vicegerent, cloathed with that
fubftantial Form of God of which he once gene-
roully divefted himliclf, that he might be capable
of becoming the Siviour of finful Men when his
faithful Followers thall fee him, and rejoice in the
Grandeurof his Majefty ; wheneven the Enemiesof
‘his Crofs fhall behold ‘him, and call on the Hills
and Mountains to cover thenn from bis' Indignaiion,
ond fhall at laft be punifbed with an everlafting De-
frrultion from bis Piefence, and from the Glory of
bis Power. Imagination is not now capable of
forming any Conceptions, {uitable to the Rea-
lity of “the Thing, nor is it mn the Power of Lan-
guage to de fcribe him as he é5, 1t 1s enough for
us to know, that the Weaknels of his once mortal
and frail Body is now cxchanged for Power, his
dying Body transtormed into an immortal orc ;
that the Man, who was withont Form and Come-
=- Imqﬁ,“ fo as to have, i the prc phetick Defcrlptlon
of him, none o deﬁ:e hiin, DOW Wears 4 Divine

d Tfaiah lm. 2
‘ and

Trn
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siid Incorruptible Beauty, and 15 dear to Gop 23
his own moft perfeét Refemblancey that he who
was once arrayed with the mock Enfigns of Roy-
alty, and treated with a thoufand Marks of In-
dignity and 1mpious Scorn, is now nvefted wich
the real ones, {urrounded with the Pomp of 1i-
vine Majefty, and hath all the 1Hoft of Heaven
for his Retinue, Admirers and Adorers.  Thus,
Chriftian, fhalt thou hercatter view him to thy
unfpeakable Satistaction,  Such fhall 2il they who
fleep in Fefus {ee him return, when the laft Trump
fhall awaken them out of the Siumbers of the
Grave, when they fhall leave their Beds of Duil,
and in the Morning of the Refuriection arife to the
Enjoyment of eternal Day, leave a polluted perifh-
ing World behind them, foar up to the Man-
fions of Blifs, and be allowed to duwell for ever
with the Lord, O how pleafing is the Forefight
of this important Event! How tranfporting the
Profpe(ts of the Chriftian Faith! With what Dili-
gence fhould we prepare for and baften to this Come-
ing of the Day of God! But

11, What renders this Return of the glorified
Saviour peculiarly defiicable is, that our Text
affures us, that thefe frail and mean and humble
Bodies of ours fhall then be changed, brought into
-a better State, and put on a much more amiable
‘and_ honourable Appearance, than they have n
the prefent World,  They are not to be wholly
-and for ever loft, but 10 be transfivured, or put on
anew Form, Confider here

1, ‘That Chrift’s changing thefe humble Bodics
implies the Certainty of their future Refurrection,
and their being reftored to Life from the Ruins
of the Grave, . Death is the Diffolution of our
. bodily Frame, and reduccth 1t to its original Prin-
ciples of Duft; and whilt it continues “under the
. Pawer of Corrupnon, fo long we are under the

Dominion
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/' Pominibn of Death, and muft be fubjedt to 4}
the Inconveniencies of it. The Reécovery of the
Body, as the Habitation of the Spirit; is the Re-
fumption of Life, and the Beginning of a new
State of Human Exiftence,

The Philofophy indeed of the prefent, as well
g5 ancient Times, would fain perfuade us, that
the Refurre@ion of a dead Body is ¢ Thing impof-
fible, to which even the Power of Gop cannot ex-
tend. But why fhould it be judged impoffible
for that to be effefted a fecond Time, which in-
difputably hath been done once, or more difficult to
raife from Death a Body that hath once lived, than
to give Life to a dead Body that hath never before
lived at all ¢ The latter muft be allowed, with-
out recurring to downright Atheifm, or the ftupid

" Suppofition of the eternal Succeffion of the Lite
and Death of Individuals, or that a conftant Se-
ties of Objects, each having Beginning and End,
can conftitute a Duration without Beginning- or
End. For without this Suppofition the Human
Body muft have been originally created by the
Power of Gop, and unlefs.inftantaneoully {poken
into Being and Life by his Almighty Word,
which is the moft difficult Hypothefis, formed in
its firft State, according to the Scripture Account,
a dead inaltive Lump, and fathioned and compleat-
ed in all its Parts, fo as to be fit for the Reception
of Life, before Life could be atually infpired into
it. And, therefore originally, the Human Body,
when firft animated, was really a dead Body raifed
up to Life ; wherefore the raifing it after Death
“can be no more impoffible, than the forming and
quickening it at firft ; for the Power that did and
could effect the one, is unqueftionably capable of
effeing the other alfo. The two Cafes are in
reality the {ame, |

And
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And as the Refurrection is thus poflible, fo f
am apt to think, that upon the Principles of truc
Philofophy, as well as Divine Revclation, 1t is
abfolutcly certain, and that 1t ftands connetted
with the Certainty of a future State of proper
Rewards and Punifhments. For whatever may
be Reafoned about the Metaphyfical Nature of
the Soul of Man, and its Spuittuality and Incor-
ruptibility, yet this doth not at all alter its parti-
cular Nature, nor take away its certain and ne-
ceffary Dependance on a material Body, as an In-
ftrument or Organ to convey to 1t proper Senfa-
tions and Perceptions of Things. For 'tis evident
beyond all difpute, that though the prefent Body
15 in many Refpefls a great Incumbrance on the
Mind, yet in many others 1t is ot fignal and con-
ftant Advantage to it; as it furnifhes 1t with n-
numerable Objedts of Knowledge, and introduaces
into it proper Subjelts for Contemplation, Com-
parifon, forming a {uitable Judgment concerning
them, and {rom thence deducing Principles of the
moft important Truth, and right Maxims and
Rules for a Religious and Moral Conduét, /ind
as the Union of the Soul and Body s itfelf a De-
monftration in Experience and Faét, that the Soul
15 1n its Nature fitted and defigned by the Ornigi-
. nal Creator for fuch an Uniony 1t 1s alfo a farther
Proof, that the breaking of tlus Unien, or the
Diffolution of it by Death, muft {o far be a real
Difadvantage to the Mind, as 1t deftroys many
pleafing and valuable Avenues of Knowledge, and
thereby greatly obftrults and impairs, limits and
{traitens the Exercifes of its nobleft Powers of Re-
flettion and Aétivity, and fhuts up many fources
of defireable and fubftantial Pleafures, And there-
fore whatever Arguments prove the proper Life
and Immortality of Men, will be found alfo to
prove the Probability, the Fitnefs, and Certainty

f-? of
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of a future RefurreChion. For whatever Exiltence
the Soul may have after its Separation from the
Body, and 1 think it bath fome Degree of Con-
{cioufne(s in its feparate State, yet *tis an Exiftence
11 a State of Death; and was it ever to continue
{o, as the Bulk of the Heathen World thought, it
would be in reality, if I may be forgiven the Abufe
of the Word, in a State of immortal Death, and
by Confequence incapable of proper Rewards and
Punifhments ; Diftributions that belong not to the
dead but to the hiving, as our blefled Lord plainly
declares, when he tells the Fews, in Proof of the
Refurreltion, that *God is not the God (1.e. the
Reward and Portion) of the dead but of the living.
And out of this State of Death the Soul can never
emerge, but by a Recovery of 1t’s former Lafe ;
and therefore not without a Re-union to an orga-
nized Body, on which the peculiar Life of Man
doth indifputably depend., But
2, Though the Body or material Vehicle of the
Soul 15 to be reftored by a real Refurrection, yet
Oh! how fhall it be changed from -its prefent
Form! With what fignal Advantages fhall it rife
to the Participation of a new and incorruptible
Life! "The Son of Gop fhall fransfigure thele vile
Bodies, wholly remove their prefent defpicable
Appearances, and every Circumfitance of Difho-
nour and Mifery that attends them. Some of the
- Heathens reproached this Doctrine of the Refur-
reCtion as 2 mean and unworthy one, Celfus, an
-ancient Enemy of Chrifthianity, called the Hope
of the RefurreCtion of the: Body, The Hope of
Worms," fit for nonc but Worms to entertain, and
affirmed it unworthy of Gap to reftore to Life ¢
dead Carcafe, as being wiler than the Dung® 'The
| Objection
© Matt.xxit. 32, T A7eyves orwniar n errig. Ong,
cont. Cell. ). 5. §.14. Edit. Benediét.

$ Newves dls, xomgioy exCagrorepos, Sdgnt &'y puesiy aw
y . ) ¥aﬂ5
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Objcdlion would have heen more nlanfible, hid
I bcm a Refurrection of the fame corruptible
i‘tall and mortal Bodics that we now wear, liable
to the fame Inconvencencies, and expoling us to
the {famce Painsand Sovrrows.  Such a Renewal of
Life would have ionumerable Circumitances to
abate the Value of the Gift, DBut he cither knew
not the Chriftian Doltrine, or wickedly mifiepre-
fented 16, Astaught by Chriftianity *ts a Doltrine
reafonable in 1ts Nature, worthy of Gop, finitely
defireable in itfelf, and conc of the moft fublime
that we can form any Conception of,  The De-
feription of it by St. Pl is truly magnificent,
and worthy the Pen of onc under the Infpiration
of the Spirit of Gop., Thus alfo is the Refurieétivi
f?j the Dead.

It is fown in Corruption. The Dody 1= cor-
tuptible 1n it’s Wature, and laid up 1 the Grave,
all 1t's Parts attually tending to Putrefaltion and
Rottennefs 3 and becomes even before 1t’s Burial,
on this Account, oftcn miupportable toall around
it. But it is raifed in icorr iption, witheut any
orofs or morbid Humours to infeét 1, without
Flefh or Blood in its prelent Siate to walte and
confume, withour any Seeds of Diftempers to
weaken it; withont any Principle of Mortality,
or Liablenefs to Death. It fhall then be no more
that brittle, fickly, difeafed, pining, painful; dif
foluble Body that it now is. It’s Inmefhentq (hall
be all of an unperifhable Nature, asd the Building,
crected be {ubftantial and durablc a B;.m’dwg af
God, an Hozﬁ ot made with Hcmds, eternal in the
Hmvef;s, fit for the Reception of it’s Immortal
ueft, and above the Danger or Poffibility of all
future Ruin,

gde ciﬂwmmu gErIoy Qe TIIAL rapado)or, KTE Bedys

F:Txt 0 Si0¢, 876 SuvneeTar.  Ong. cont, Celll L5, 814,
Edit. Beneditt, hoz Cor. v, 1.

€2 A, 1
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o. 1t is Joron 1 Difborour, It carties about 1t
whilft living many Marks of a Iow and abject Con-
dition, Some of its Parts arc wucomely and lefs bo-
nourable, ' Its perpetual Diforders, and the various
Accidents by which ’ts often injured, deformed,
and rendered a Burdean and Punifhment to Man-
kind, fhew that *tis a poor and delpicable thing,
It is prepared for and brought down to the Grave
by fuch Circumf{tances as demontitrate jts Wretch-
ednefs and Mifery, and when once laid level by
Death, it foon becomes an Objeét of cxtream
Averftonand Horror, and as loathfome to our yes
we caft it from our Sight; and give up the in-
fufferable Carcafe as a Prey for the Worm to de-
vour it, But it isvaifed in Glory. As recovered by
the Refurreétion, every Blemifh and Defeét fhall
intirely and for ever be done away ; it fhall have
no difhonourable Parts, nor farther 'Fokens in it of
a divine Difpleafure, nor any thing that can ren-
der it an ungrateful Objeét to ourfclves, or cauft

Diftafte and Averfion when beheld by Gob or Man.
Under Chrift’s reviving and repairing Power, it
fhall arife a lovely amiable Form, be {urrounded
with an honourable Luftre and Brightnefs, and
arrayed with an heavenly Splendor that fhall never
fade, to cloath the purer, the fairer, and more
glorious Principle that 1s for ever to be united

to it. The Righteous fhall fhine forth as the Sun in
the Kingdom of their Father. "

3. It is fown in Weaknefs, 'The human Body
15 naturally infirm, made of weak and flight Ma-
terials, wears out by Labour, corrupts by -Indul-
gence and Sloth, 1s broken by Pain, and becomes
feeble and helplefs by Old Age: And when feized
by Death 15 at once void of all Senfation 5 inca-
pable of Motion, Action, or any Kind of Opera-
tion ; defencelefs, and wholly unable to preferve

i 1 Cor. xil, 23, k Matt, xiii, 43,

itfelf
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ifelf from the molt vile, mean and contemptibie
IFnemics ;. without Power to continue even 1 the
State m which Death places 1, or to efcape an
unverfal Diflolution; v 1lhoutan) inward Vigour
to recover from the Grave, or refume its 101 mer
imperfect Late,  But it is raijed in Power; of
firm and dureable Materials, well compadied and
tramed, not liable to inward Decays, the Shock
of external Accidents; or the Infirmities of Years s
with all 1ts Senfories and Powers quick, lively and
active; renewed probably in fome Mealure alter
the nobler Form of Angels themlelves, for we
fhall be like Angels, {o as to excell in Strength, to
be capable of enduring Celeftial Glory, to entcr
into Society with heavenly Intellioences, and even
to fee, to converfe with and enjoy Gon, whom
no Man i his prefent State can lebold  and
Zs"vf:'.

. At is fowon a Naturol Bedyy 1t thould rather
have been rendered, It 75 fown an Anisnal Body
like the Bodies of all other Animals, 1t was pro-
duced by the fame Laws of Nature, moves and
acts by the fame Material Pnnmpl(,s, arows like
theirs, 15 fed, nourifbed and {upported by the
fame earthly and ammal Food, hath Inftinéts,
Appetites, Inchinations and Paffions evidently of
the fume Kind, and fubferving the fame Ends and
Purpofes ot an animal and {enfual Life, and is
liable w all the like Senfations, Cafualties and
Wants,  But *ls raifed a Spiritual Body, wholly
refined from the Dregs of Matter, cleanfed from
every grofs, heavy, fluggith and 1adtive Mix-
ture, falhioned by the immediate Power of Chntt,
and not after the Manner of an carthly Genera-
tion, not liable to the Variations of Increafe and
Diminution, not moving merely by Mechanjcal
Laws of Matter, fuch as we are now impelled and
acted by, no longer indigent ¢f oui prefent Sufte-

nanze,
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hance, tib more fubjcét to the Calls of Appetices;
biaffed by Inclinationy or tofled by Paffion; and
in Confequence {reed from all thole dangerous
‘Temptations to Sin, which on thefe Accounts are
continually near us and ever within us; are tic
Trials of our Conftancy, and nced our daily
‘Watchfulnefs and Care,

And what 15 a farther Advantage arifing [rom
this their Transformation into ‘\pmtml Bodies is,
that as the Temper oreatly depends on the Ani-
mal Conftitution, rany difagreeable Circumf{ian-
ces in 1t will be “)folutnly remeved, even all fuch
as arife out of the merely animal Cnﬁs, anc never
more be a Foil to real Excellencies; nor diftafteful
to thofe who otherwife wvalue and eftcem wus.
Diftant Referve will probably be wholly loft, the
unpleafing Warmth and Eagernefs of Converfation
no more oftend, the Impam,nce of Contradiction
never render infufferable, Haftinefs of Difpofition
and Quicknefs of Refentment abfolutely ceafe,
Peevithnefs and Fretfulnels intirely be worn off 5
with every other unduc Ingredient of ’Iemper
which in Refletion gives Pain to good Minds, and
creates Uneafinefs to thofe about s Religion |
will do much to mend thefe Diforders of natural
Difpofition, and truly pious and virtuous Perfons
gradually foften and meliorate, as Religious Con-
fiderations and Habits take place. But the Spiri-
tualizing thefe Bodies will thoroughly eradicate
them, and free us from every fuch Root of Bitter-
nefs, that now too often fprings vp in us and
troubles s,

Add to this a farther happy Confequence of this
heavenly Change in our bodily Frame ; the Ave-
nues of Know]edtr(, will be more open and exten-
five, the vifual | Nerve will be ftrong and clear,
and every remaining Senfory more vigorous and
altive. Pain and Lafﬁtude, Watte of Spirits,

Decays
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Decays of Nature, the Fumes of Indiecfiion, and
all the lile Impcrfc&tiom oi Natwure, will never
morc retard, wterrupt, and hinder our Perfuits,
break oft the Thrcad of our Inqairim obftruct the
{trong and nervous Realonings of our Minds, cloud
our Undcrﬁam]mgs hinder our Perceptions, or
lead us to form an imperfedt or biafled Judgment,
A Spiritual Body will be rcfined, pure, agile,
active, always fit tor Service, Tiftant to the rea-
fonable Principle, carry it fiom Objedt to O bject,

rranfport it from World to World, help it to
penetrate into the remotell and moft hidden Pro-
pertics of Things, to explore the Myfleries of Wa-
ture, and tracc out ten thoufand thoufand Wonders
of Creative Wildom, Power and Goodnefs, now
abfolutely undifcerned. Now we fee but as through
a Glafs darkly: Then as dittinct and clearly os
 thofe who converle Face to Face, Now we kiow

but in Part, but then we fhall know even as we are
known.! For Bodies thus {piritualized will ¢1able
us to endure even the Prefence of the eternal Ma-
jefty himfelfy whole fubttantial Glory will not.
overpower, fink and deftroy human Nature thus
fathioned and reparred 3 to draw clear and certain
Knowledge immediately from the boundlefs Source
of Wlidom, to bear the ftrongelt IifHuence from
his Fulnefs, apd to reccive the largelt livelieft
Communications from his Goodnefs. By fuch
Impreffions from the Brightnefs of his G]ory, by
fuch refrefhing Stxeﬂ.ms from that indefeétible,
permanent, mcorrupublc Fountain, eternally en-
riching us, all the {acred Diipoﬁnons of Piety,
and the Satistaltions arifing from them, fthall be
~confirmed, exalted, and brought to their utmott
Perfection and Mdtuuty What pleafing Wonder,
‘what high Admiration will arile, trom viewing
ourfelves, when thus transformed, refined and im-

mortallzcd by the Hand of Gob ; from furveying
Yy Cor, xili. 12, the

’
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the Objedts which 1n this fecond State of our Ex-
iftence fhall every where furround us ; all new, in-
finitc in their Variety, and formed for our En-
tertatnment and Delight ; and above all from the
Contemplation of him, whofe Power hath called
them into Being, ‘whofe Wifdom hath fathioned
them, and whofe amazing Goodnefs hath brought
us into fo near and intimate an Acquaintance with
them! To know him as he will then {tand con-
fefled in all his Works of Creation 5 to be let into
the now impenctrable Secrets of his providential
and moral Government, to find out the Clew of
that myfterious Scheme that here often perplexes
and diftrefles us, and to be convinced that the
whole was the Contrivance of infinite Wifdom,
conducted with the molt perfect Equity, and cal-
culated for Purpofes of the moft fubftantial and
diffufive Goodnefs; aund that every fingle Inci-
dent was neceflary to the Connection, Beauty and
Pertection of the whole; and efpecially to fee
every Difficulty in the Scheme of Rcdemption
clearly {olved, the eternal Purpofes’of Mercy -fet
1 the faireft, Tullet View, the Perfon, the Incar-
nation, Sufferings and Glory of the Son of Gop,
all manifefted to our fulleft Satisfaction 5 to be
rendered able to account for the Original of Evil,
and reconcile the Condemnation and final Deftruc-
tion of thofe that perith, with all the acknowledged
Attributes of the Father of Mercy 3 what Adora-
tions, what high Acknowledgments, what chear-
tul Praifes, will foch a View infpire! How fer-
vent the Ardours of Devotion be, . when this clear
Profpeét 1s betore us1 What warm Affection will
juch a Scene of Things dictate! How cordial, fix-
ed and enflamed the Love that muft atvate cvery
nobler Power and Paflion of our Nature ! How
genuine, large and permanent the Gratitude that

muft dilate and overflow every Breaft ! With what
high
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high Pleafure will the Soul unite itfell by the Fx-
ercife of thefe facred Difpofitions to Gon ! With
what full Complacency, with what Firmnefs of
Truft, with what intire Conhidence, reft and center
in Gop, as its everlafting Portion and exceeding
oreat Reward! How chearfully engage in cvery
Inftance of Service, whereby the Divine Glory
may be promoted, and its own intire Refignation
and Obedience to Gop more effeCtually demon-
{trated ! The reifonable Spirit, when united to a
Body formed after its own Refemblance, will find
no Impediment to thefe Divine Employments,
nothing grofs to indifpofc it for thefe heavenly
Exercifes, or make it complain of the Fa-
tigue or Burthen of them; i a word, no fingle
Circumftance to prevent its neareft Accefs to Gon,
or its full Perfettion and Confummation in lis
Image and Likencfs, Then fhall we be, 1n the
nobleft Senfe, Holy as God is Holy, and Perfef?
even as our Father which is in Heaven is Perfei,

And is this the low, the grovelling, the fordid
Hope of Warms! Is this a Profpeét unworthy of
and dithonourable to the Human Nature | Is the
raffing, the gratifying fuch an Expeltation be-
heath the Majefty of Gop, unfuitable to his {pot-
lefs Purity, or unbecoming the Views and Put-
poles of his moral Government, and unchangeable
Goodnefs ¢ Can the Imagination of Man form to
itfelf an higher Scene of Dignity and Blifs ? Doth
not fuch a Change. of Form ijluftrate the Power,
and difplay the Benevolence of that Firft and Beft
of Beings? Is there any Thing we can with be-
yond 1t? Any Thing that can more eflentially
contribute to the Honour of our Nature, or the
Security and Eftablifhment of our Welfare? Let
me, however, add

III. What the Text cxprefsly declares, and
which is a Circumftance not to be overlooked,

D | that
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that thefe humble Bodies fhall not only be thus
‘changed, but fafbioned like to the glorious Body of
Chrift, or made 1n the fame LForm with the Body of
hbis Glory, that. as we have borne the Image of the
Eqrthly, we alfo (ball bear the Image of the Heaven-
ly 5 and though it doth not yet fully appear what we
hereatter fhall be, yet this we know, that when be
awho is our Life fball appear, we fhall be like bim,
for we fball fee him as be'is, He, as the eldeft
Son, and Heir of all Things, 1s the molt perfect
Image and Refemblance of his Father, whofe ef-
fential Glory is all exprefied in him, and 1n whom
all the Treafures of Divine Perfe€tion unite, and the
Fulnefs of Deity bodily, i.e. fubftantially refides. We
as Children of the fame Father fhall have our
Share from his Bounty and Affetion, and as Bre-
thren with Chrift wear his Image, and e changed

anto it from Glory to Glory. |
The whole Mediatorial Chara&er of our bleffed
Saviour hath a plain and certain Relation-to, and
Influence upon all his faithful Followers, His
Life of Obedience was for an Example to.us, how.
to live fo as to pleafe Gop. His Death was to pus
an end to Sin by .the Sacrifice of himfelf, and to in-
troduce everlafting Righteoufnefs, and eftablith our
Hopes in the Mercy of Gop. His Refurrection
from the Dead was not merely to fecurc himfelf
of his promifed Reward, but to be a fenfible Proof
of a. future State, to infpire us with the Hope of
Triumph over Death ; and to be the Pledge of our
RefurreCtion by his Almighty Power, His Af-
cenfion into Heaven was to engage us to have our
Converf{ation there, and to prepare thofe Manfions
of Blifs for our. final Reception into them, The
Change of that mortal Form in which he ap-
peared in the Days of his Humiliation, upon his
Alcenfion .to the Right-Hand of Gob, and the
amazing Glory that now “furrounds. him ip his
- | united
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uhited Charaller of Son of Gop dhd Mai, twas
that he might become the Pattern of that Altera-
tion which our Bodies fhall hereafter undergo,
and to aflure us that we {hall be changed into his
own Refemblance, and be thus prepared for an
everlafting Union with him in his heavenly King-
clom,
. Mean and humble as our prelent Condition is;
whatever Marks of Shame and Difgrace we now
carry, though our Forms have a thoufand Cir-
cumftances to mortify us, whatever be the Paing
and Agonies that diftrefs us, though we find our
Bodies every Day decaying. finking and drawing
nearer to the Diflolution of the Grave y yet let
thy Heart, Chriftian; rejoice; and thy Spirit exult
for Joy. Thy Redemption is fure, The Day ot
the Lord fhall do away all thy Difhonour.. iz
& Mowmenty in the Twinkling of an Eye, at the lofF
Trump, the Dead in Chrift fhall be raifed, We fha’
be- changed, This Corruptible muft put on Incorrup-
tion, and this Mortal fholl be cloathed with Inmnor-
tality, We fhall behold the Face of the Son of
Gov, our Eyes fhall fee the hiving Redeemer in-
velted with that Glory which the Father gave bim frons
before the Foundation of the World, we fhall receive
the ftrongeft Impreflions of it upon ourfclves, and
refleét back the pleafing Luftre, which (hall be
latting as our Natures, becaufe cternally fupported
ty his Prefence and continued Favour, |
- It is a noble Relemblance that the faithiful Fol-
lowers of the blefled Jefus bear to him in the pre-
lent World, as they are Partakers of his Spirit;
as the fame facred Difpofitions in fome good Mea-
fure poflefs and influence themy as theylive in the
habitual Exercife of the fame exalted Graces, the
lame Love of and Reverence for Gop, the fame
Zeal for lus Glory and Pleafure in his Work, the
fame Refignation to his Providence and Submif-
D 2 fion
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" fion to his Will, the farae Faich in his Power, and
Truft 1 his Promifes, Faithtulnels and Goodnels,
and the fame divine Benevolence and Charty to-
wards Mcn 5 and as thele holy Principles produce
in them the fame excellent Fruits that appeared
on him, and excite them to the habitual Praltice
of the fame amiable and ufcful Virtues, By their
Faith and Hope in him, they learn to purify them-
felves as be is pure, and become Partakers of a D1~
vine Nature, in Knowledge, Righteoufnefs, and true
Holinefs. And this Conformity to him in moral:
Rectitude, in Dignity of Temper,.and Worth of
Behaviour, i1s a {fure Evidence and Pledge of their
refembling him hereafterin his exalted State, and
being glorified together with bim 1n the heavenly
.Kingdom.

The Defcription of their future Condition 1s,
that the Wife fhall fbine as the Brightnefs of the
Firmament," thatthe Righteous fhall wear @ Crows
ofGlory that fades not away,and be cloath’d withwhite
Robes, i. e. Robes of refplendent Light, by which.
they fhall be diftinguifhed from the unbelieving,
" impious, and irreclaimably wicked Part of Man-
kind, and receive the full Demontftration of their
being the Children of Gobo, and Cebeirs with
Chrift of - the beavenly Inberitance, 'As they are
.Citizens of Heaven, andtheir everlafting Dwells
ing 1s allotted:them there by the immutable Purs
pofe of Gop,'and as the great End of our Lord’s
Interceffion is more cffeftually to fecure them their
Inheritance in this happy World, thefe corruptible
Bodies muft be -put off, for Corruption cannot in-
berit Incorruption. An earthly Body, compofed
of fuch vile Materials, 15 incompatible’ with an
heavenly State, and there would be too great a
Difparity between the Children of the fame Fa-
ther,  between - the Malter and his Difciples, the

© S .Savioup
" Dan. xit. 3,
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aviour and  his If:d{,uﬂ(l‘tl ones, was lie to appear
in il the Brightnels of celeliial Glory, and
they to be for ever confined o theie inglorious and
(comparatively) delpicable Forms,  He indeed
will i all Things bave the Prebeminence, as be-
comes his nearer Relation to Gop his Father, and
the infinitely fuperiour Dignity of his Nature and
Perfon, and fhine forth with that full Mayclty of
divine Glory, which can never belong to infe-
rior carthly Beings, But that the Merits of his
Oobedience on Farth may appear in their full
Worth, and his Redemption of his peculiar Peo-
ple may be in all things compleat 5 that his Love
to his Followers may want no Proof, and his Af-
fection for them receive the fulleft Demonftration ;
that he may be confefled as the nobleft, brighteit,
lovelieft Image ot his eternal Irather’s Benevolence
and Grace ; all who are now his genuine Dilciples,
by embracing his Doctrines, by a Participation of
his Temper, and exprefling in their Lives the
Virtues he taught and practifed, fhall be finally
raifed by his Almighty Power from the Domi-
nion of Death, and be entirely refcued from every
'Thing mortal, become in their whole Conftitu-
tion hmvezz{y as the fecond Main, the Lord ﬁf}h-
Heaven, be allowed to fhare m the Splcndours Ol -
his (_xlory ; and I can fay no more when I have
added, fhall want nothing, that his Intercft in his
Father’s Love can procure, his Power can effect,
or his Goodnefs beftow, to render them perfedt,
glorious and bleffed as himfelf,

The Tendernefs of natural Affeftion, and the
Love we juftly bear to wife, and good, and ufe-
ful Petfons; the Pleafure we promife ourfelves
from their Continuance with us, and the Expecta-
tions -we form of their being longer ferviceable in
the Stations in which Gop hath placed them ; all
confpire to make us who furvive, to regret their

Removal

@



(22 )

Reitioval from us by Death ; and tho’ we believe

with fulleft Afiurance all thele- Advdantages of
their future Change, that I have but feintly re-

prefented to you, yet we cannot help feeling our

- own Lofs, and lamenting the Lofs of the World

in general, when Men of fuperior Worth and di-

ftinguifhed Abilities are taken from the midit of us.

There is indeed a Kind of filent mournful Pleafure,

that arifes from the Recollettion of thofe Excel-

Jencies they poffefled whillt living; of their Signi-

ficancy in the World, of the Fidelity and Honour

with which they flled up their Stations, of the

Good they did, the Reputation they gained, and

the high Eftcem and deferved Affection their

Abilities, Virtues and Ufetulnefs fecured them,

_The Charatters that Men fuftain in private Life,

and the Relations of Hufband, Father, Mafter

and Friend, which Nature and Providence have

placed them in, when they have cultivated the
Difpofitions 'peculiar to them, and their Be-

haviour hath been in the main anfwerable to the

Obligations refulting from them ; the Remem-
brance of them excites a Kind of folemn, {ferious,
melancholy Satisfattion, which though mixed
with Anguifh, yet at the fame time, 1n fome De-

arees, refrefhes and delights s,

' When, befides this, they have thone in publick

Life, tranfadted Affairs of national concern with

Integrity and Wifdom, executed with Fidelity

the moft important Trufts ; when the Hufband

the Father, the Friend hath been a Blefling to
lits ‘Country, a real Patriot, a Support of Liberty,

and a prudent and generous Affertor of the Rights
and Priviléges of Mankind ; when the Minds

of {urviving Relatives can attend to thele Con-

fiderations, they, for a Sealon, beguile them out

of -all their Anguifh, and render them infenlible
to the Sorrows arifing from their Death, i

The
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"[he Charater of a Preacher of Righteoufnefs
js, 1n its Nature, an honourable one sy and when
I am {peaking to you, I know I am {peaking to
thofe, by whom that facred Office is far from be-
ing thought unneceflary and contemptible,  And
though the Removal of fuch a one, and the
Silence impofed on hum by Death s a commeon
Lofs, yet the Remembrance of his paft Services,
and his Concern for, and diligent Care to promote
the Salvation of thofe, who were the immediate Ob-
jects of his Infpection, willbeagrateful Entertain-
ment to them, and in fome thoughtful Moments of
their Lives furnifh them with the moft agrecable Re-
flections, When the Imagination fuggefts: How
did he reign and triumph n fuch an Argument,
how ftrong, how finely painted was this and the
other Defcription, how perfpicuous and nervous was
his Reafoning on fuch a Subjeét ; what Seriouf-
nefs and Warmth enlivened his Exhortations to
Piety and Virtue, how convincing and powerful
did the Motives to Religion appear to the Mind
when he enforced them ; how fenfible was I made
of fuch a Decfeét of Temper, fuch an Error of
Conduct, by his Fidelity in warning me of my Sin
and Danger; how did Gop recover me from my
Dcviations from the Path of Duty, reduce my
wandering. Steps into.the Way of Safety, convey
into my Mind the cleareft Sentiments of divine
Truth, help me to form and fix my Principles,
eftablith and confirm my beft Refolutions, fettle
and eftablifh my nobleft Difpofitions, and open
my Soul, by his Minmftry, to the pureft and moft
valuable Satisfactions! I fay, when thefe Thoughts
arc fuggefted and revived, and thefolid Advantages
we received from his Miniftry renew the Me-
mory of his living Worth; 1t is hard to fay
which of the two exceéeds, the Pleafure that fome-
times arifes from the Recolletion of what he once

was,
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fvag, or the Pain we feel at other Times, when wé
think that tous he is now no more 5 a Pain that in
fome Inftances would admit of almoft no Allevige
tion, were it not for the Aflurances of true Reli-
gion, which teaches us to commit their Bodies to
the Grave, with the fure Expeftation of their fu-
ture RefurreCtion, and that they who turn many to
Righteonfnefs, fhall fbine as the Stars for cver and
every® and that we, whom they built up in Know-
ledge, Faith, Holinefs and Comfort, fhall be ad-
mitted to an eternal Unlon and Friendfhip with
them, when both they and we fhall be reftored to
Life and Immortality, in Circumftances unfpeaks
ably honourable and happy to us all,

It is impoffible ybu fhould be ignorant, to whom
toapply the Charatters I have laft mentioned ; or
that any one of you who knew the Worth of your
late able and excellent Paftor, the Rev, Mr, George
Smyth, {hould not have his T houghts immediately
fixed on him, who was a (;mcht to our Intereft,
an Honour to the Mintftry in gencral; and a Blefs-
ing to the Church of Gop; who by extraordi=
nary Talents was in a peculiar Manner furnithed
for the facred Service he engaged in, and chear-
fully and faithfully employed them all for his
Mafter’s Honour, and promoting the Intereft of
his Kingdom, in the Succefs and Prevalence of true
Religion and Virtue,

He was born of worthy and reputable Parents,
and his Father was well known as a Man of diftin=
guifhed good Senle, and feveral times heard with
the greateft Regard on Subjelts of Importance,
before the largeft and moft honourable Affem-
blies, —'
He was of a ferious Difpofition from his earlicft
Youth. Religion grew up with him, from the
Beginning of liis Life infenfibly into Habit and

Teﬂ'lpel';
° Dan. Xil. 3.
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Temper ; and he was one of thofe, the Bent of
whofe Minds 1s turn’d to Gop in Reahity, withous
their being able to fix the exact Penod, or aflign
the Date of that happy Converfion L[Cdpmff all
the remarkable Follies and Corruptions of Youth,
and pafling thro’ the whole of Life without any
Tamt or Infection from the profligate Principles
and Manners of the Times he lived in,

As his Defignation for the Miniftry was early,
his Education for it was liberal, The firft Care of
his Parents was to lay the Foundation of real Picty,
as an effential Requifite to us future Ufefulnefs,
And as Gop fucceeded them 1n this, he profper’d
them alfo in their farther Endeavours to furnifly
him with all the additional Qualifications of Know-
ledge and Learning, without which the Station he
was Intended for can never be fupported with Re-
putation and Dignity.,

He difcover’d a ftrong Difpofition for Study
from his Arft Part of Life, and was of {o extr aordi-
nary a Capacity, and had made fuch qmc < Im-
provements, that he was able to read Greek before
tic was nine Years of Age. From the School he
went on to higher Perfuits, and received his firlt
Inftreétions in the nobler Sciences under Dr. Kery,
afterwards from thofe learned Divines, Spademan,
Lorimer, and Olidfield y from them he removed to
Scotland,where he fpent twoYears, and received the
firlt Degtee that Univerfities bettow, as an Encou-
ragcmcnt to Youth to apply to their Studics, and
advance in Learning,  After this he {pent a con-
(iderable Time in Halzﬂmd, under {ome of the molt
able Profefiors there, and brought home with him
a rich Furniture of Knowledge, which by receiving
conftant Additions by daily Apphcntmn and con-
tinued Reading, render’d him an ufeful Compa-
niony, an inftructive Friend, and an able Miniller
of the Golfpel. .

F : His
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His firft fixed Service was amongit you of thi
Congregation, a Scrvice originally divided betweer
the late Rev. M. Danicl Mayo and. himfelf, and
which afterwards wholly devolved on himj in
- which he continued with great Acceptance, and I
hope in Gon (for your Sakes) with abundant Suc-
cels, till Goo kindly removed him from his Pains
and Labours, and gave him his Difmiffion to eter-
nal Reft and Peace, He was called amongft you
whenabout 27Years of Age, in 1716, at the Clofe
of which he was ordained to the Paftoral Office,
in the moft folemin Manner, and in as large an Af-
{fembly in the OMd- Fewry, London, as | believe ever
met together on fuch an Occafion 3 an Occafion 1
hope 1 fhall never forget, as I had the Honour of
being then fet apart with him to the Miniftry of
our cominori Lord, The Gentlemen who lately
chofe him to beone of the Tuzfday LeQurers at
Salters-Hall, pad a Compliment to their own
Jodgment, at the fame time that they fhewed an
Inftance of dcferved Refpect to him, Had it pleafed
Gobp to have fpared him longer amongft us, he
would have been a great Addition to the Credit and
. Profpenity of that Lefture, and I'think one of the
beft Models by which our younger Minifters could
have learnt to have form’d themfelves,and become
(what I wifh them) ferious, polite, and ufeful
Preachers, |

His Continuance amongft you hath been of neat
90 Years {tanding ; and I belicve I may call all of
you to witnefs, that his Converfation hath always
been becoming the Gofpel of Chrift, and that he be-
baved bolily and juftly, and unblameably, amongft you
that believe ; being continually refident on his
Charge, and labouring among(t you in Seafon and
out of Seafon, nor ever backward to any Service or
Labour of Love, whereby he might promote your
Spiritual Advantage, or help forward your Joy.

Iis
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His Sentiments 1n Reiigion, and the Principles
of Chriftianity he had IL[l[Cd in fus own Mind,
were not the Effect of Party Attachment, not
drawn from narrow and contralted Syfteme, not
haftily taken up from an 1mperfect academical
Fducation, norembraced under the Influence of hu-
man Authority, No they were the Fruits of
hard Study, great Learning, long Enquiry, a
thorough Fxamination and critical hnowlcdge of
the facred Scripture, By thele he formed his
Judgment, and fixed his Opinions, and was here-
by enabled effeCtually to explain, illutrate and
confirm the Doltrines of Revelation, to the Plea-
fure and Advantage of all that heard him,

Satisfied to embrace and teach others what he
thought to be the Truth, he never fervilely courted
the Reputatlon and Charalter of what is called
Orthodoxy, though he honoured and loved the
Thing, whether with the Name, without it, or
with a contrary one. He thought ita fimall thing to
be judged of human Fudgment, He thought it 2 /o7 did
Thing, to difguife or diffemble his Sentlments or
to exprefs himfelf in fuch an ambiglious Mfmncr,
that he might appear to be what fome call Scund,
when confcious to himfelf that he was not fo, He
thought ¢ impious, to {acrifice Truth for the Re-
putation of holding it, and to purchafe the Ap-
plaufe of a favourite CharaCter by a Method, that
would lofe him the better Charalter of an honc[’t
upricht Man, What Deteftation have I heard
hlm exPrefs often times, in our fricndly Hours of
Converfe, of fuch a Conduct! and if his Cenfures
were ever fevere, it was when he was cenfuring
this Pradice, which he thought ablolutely incon-
(itent with Simplicity and godly Sincerity.

As a Preacher he had none thatexcelled himn, few
that equalled him, The Strengthof his Judgment,

and the Warmth of his Imagination (happy Qua-
k2 lifications
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fifications that feldom meet together) made him
equally capable of inftruting and plealing ; and fo
deep was the Vein of good Senfe that enriched him,
fo great the Copioufnefs of his Thought on re-
ligious and moral Arguments, that he uled to
complain to me, that the ufual Time allotted for
publick Difcourfes was fo confined, as that he
was often obliged to conclude, before he had faid
almoft any Thing upon his Subject, as the Nature
of it required and deferved.

The Manner of his publick Inftruétion had fome-
thing in it peculiarly ftriking and attrattive. The
Gravity, the graceful Solemnity of his Perfon, the
Management, the Turn and Alterations and va-
rious Cadencies in his Voice, which would have
been unnatural and difplealing.in Imitation, in
him all confpired to fecure Attention, to enforce
the, Things he fpoke, and to awaken the belt Af-
fe®ions in them that heard him. He appeared
always to be in earneft, What he fpoke feemed
the immediate Ditatc of an Heart, ftrongly im-
prefs’d with the Belief of its Reality and Importance,
and to flow from the fincereft Defires to bring Men
to the Knowledge and Love of Gop, that they
might be faved.

His Compofitions were laboured and well {tu-
died, and as he himfelf more than once affured me,
a large Part of every Week was allotted for that
Service, He made Confcience of preparing for
the Work of the Houfe of Gop, and durft not
bring into the Pulpit (where he looked upon him-
felf as ftanding in Chrift*s Stead, to perfuade Sinners
t0.be reconciled to God) hafty, immature, undi-
gefted Productions, without Connection, Spirit,
or Dignity. And indeed this was vifible in his
whole Courfe of Preaching, in which he always
app@ared to have fo thorough a Knowledge of his
Subject, to treat it in fo mafterly a Manner, to

| { cloath
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cloathitwiththatdelightful Polifihof Exprefiion,and
{oarttully to mix togcthu the rattonal and pathetick,
as evidently fhewed that they were the real Produic-
tions of much Thought and diligent Apolication.

And indeed he was 1n this much to be blamed,
as being gwlty of areal lixcels, tor which [ have
taken the Liberty to reprove him; @4z, too great
an Afduity in his Studies, and impairing his Con-
{titution, and I believe mcercaling the Seeds of the
Diforder, that frequently put him to fuch exquifite
Pam, by an over {edentary and thoughtful Life,
But Peace be with lis Memory! Tread foftly,
Chriftian, on his Grave! Forgive him this Excefs.
*T'was almoft the only one he had, and there is
but little Danger that the Influence of his Ex-
ample will prove to dny confiderable Number of
thofe who [urvive him mortal. But with him the
Improvement of his own Mind, and the Endca-
vour to be more extenfively afcful in his Station,
were really the Things that engaged his Heart,
employed his Thoughts, fecluded him too often
from his Friends, and engroffed, if poflible, too
much of his Attention and Time.

His natoral Difpofition had the Appearance of
Referve, and I believe this was his conftitutional
Calt of Mind.- And I am apt to think *twas in-
creafed in him by oblerving, n what the general
Run of modern Converfation confifts, 1 have
heard him refleft with a real Concern upon the
low, trifling, uninterefting Subjetts with which
Men entertain one another in common Lifes
efpccially  when fomething of an higher and
more ufeful Nature might be expetted from Mens
Circumftances, Stations and Chara&ers in the
World, The Truth s, that he thought human Na-
ture not made for Trifles only, and he hadan abfo-
lute Hatred of Impertinence and IFolly ; and he there-

fore chofe rather to undergo the undeferved Cen-

{ure
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fure of a morofe Difpofition, than to countenance
by his Example, what he thought the Wafie of Time,
- and too frequently the Abufe of 1t.  And though
poflibly it might have rendered him in fome In-
ftances a more agreeable Companton, had he ac-
commodated himielf more to the innocent Imperti-
nencies of Converfation, for fuch I think there are
yet Gravity and Referve of Temper is in general
more becoming the Minifterial Charaéter, and in
our Jate Friend may be the more ealily overlooked,
as it was got only natural, butin him the real Ex-
cefs, if an Excefs, of fuperiour Excellency and Virtue,

- But then there were Times when he opened all
his Treafures, andWare a noble Part in the Con-
verfation of his Friends.  If any Subject of Confe-
quence came before him, any Debate in which
Religion, Virtue, Learning were concern’d, arofe
here he was as communicative as Heart could
wifh, entered into the Converfation with Spirit
and Freedom, enlivened 1t by his good Senfe
and {olid Refletions ; all bis Relerve immediately
vanifhed, and he inftantly appeared the wife, the
underftanding and the agreeable Man that he
really was, In many Converfations of this kind
1 have had the Pleafure of a Share with him, and
1 know of no Man living that I would fooner have
confulted upon any Queftion of Difficulty than
him, nor to whofe Judgment I would have paid
more Deference than his, And as he had a very
clear Underftanding, he had an happy Way of
conveying his Sentiments, and cloathing them

- with the moft caly, proper and mtelhmble Man-
ner-of Exprefion,

FHe was one of the firlt Acquaintance that Pro-
vidence kindly threw me into upon my firft come-

ing to the. great City, and as our’ Pnendfhlp hath
been growing for above thirty Years, *twas never

mterrupted but once 3 and (for which Reafon only I
mention this Incident) foon renewed by a Difcourlc

of
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of his at Tusbridge-Wells, where we both were,
from Fames ut, 17. 2 D;ic_ourﬁr, which o Malice
itfelf had attended to, muft have made her deteft
her own Form, and have difpofed the moft decp-
ly vefenting Breaft to return to the Pleafures of
Fricndfhip and Love, It 1s commending myfelf
when 1 farther add, that the more intimately 1
knew him, I the more reverenced him and Joved
him, and that every uime I heard him from. the
Pulpit, I learned {fomething to make me cither a
wifer, or that ftrongly difpofed me to become a
better Man, 'T'was indeed mmpolfible to have
any Deoree of Acquaintance mth him, without
conceiving a very high Elteem for him, A mong{t
his own Brethren he was untverfally looked on as
holding the firft Rank in Merit,  Nor did thole
of the ];*{‘tabhﬂlment who knew him, lefs value
and honour him. He hved In Terms of con-
ftant Friendfhip with the Reverend and Worthy
Minifter of this Parith, of which T have heard
our Friend fpeak with Pleafure ; and I have good
Realon to fay that that Gentieman is amongft chot:
who truly regret his Death : and indeed wift and
cood Men, 'm]onfrﬂ all Parties, are taught by
their own 00! Smfe and Chriftianity, not to con-
fine either to any lingle one, nor to like them the
lefs in any one, upon account of thofe leffer Diffe-
rences 1n external Circumftances that are of no real
Confequence to either.

He appeared through tine whole of Life to be a
Man of undiffembled Piety, and as he firmly be-
lieved and highly admired the Chriftian Religion,
well underltood its Principles, and was thoroughly
able to defend it fo it pleafed Gop that, in the
laft Years ot his Life efpecially, he ftood in need
¢f thofe Divine Confolations, which the Doétrine

of Chrift alone is able to infpire the Mind of Man
with, The Pains he endured were almolt perpe-

twal,



(32 )

tual, and fometimes fo fevere as to be fcarcely
tolerable ; and yet in the midft of the cxtreanmiett
Torture he betrayed no Token of lmpatience or
Difcontent with Gop’s Difpofals, and thole fharp
Trials which he permitted this eminent Servant of
his to be exercifed with; fetting him hereby as
an exemplary Pattern of quict Refignation to Gop,
to his Friends, his Family and all his Acquamtance
and fuffering the vile, the humble Body continu-
ally to mortity and vex him, that the Reft which
remained for him might become more grateful,
and the future Chanrre of it fll him with a more
exquifite Joy, and caufe him more abundantly to
triumph in the Grace and Power of the Redeemer,
I fhould not wonder if the Agonies he endured
fhould at Seafons create fome leffer Degrees of
Fretfulne(s, efpecially when they made him incy-
pable of attending to his own Principles and
Hopes, *Tis fcarce in Human Nature, when in
fuch Circumftances ot Diforder, to avoid them s
and they: fhould be placed, if any fuch there were,
to the Force of that Diforder, and will be reckoned
to 1t by all that know how to fympathize with
affli¢ted Goodnefs, and are not themielves delti-
tute of the tender Sentiments of Humanity, good
Nature and Chriftian Benevolence.
~ In his laft Tllnefs he behaved with a noble For-
titude, Compofure of Mind, and Submiffion to the
Will of Gop. He apprehended the Confequense
would be what it was; and when he felc the molt
racking and acute Pains, {upprefled his own Com-
plants by faying, Wby fhoulid I complain? The Uil]
of Godbe done 5 and prayed,Lord lefs Pain, or grant
me preater Patience ; leaving the Determination
toc Gop himfelf, as one that had fubdued his own
Will into an intire Obedience to the Divine, No
wonder he could fay in his lalt Hours, to thofc
that were about him: [T bave examined myfelf to the
boltol.
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gattom; and amtdlt all my Imperfedtionis fad; oll 53
tipht  between God end my Sonl; recommending
Religion and a continued Faith and Traft in Goo
to his ntournful Family§ who though they are de-
prived. of the ntoft valuable Friend; will have
his mahy Excellencies atid Virtues to preferve in
them the moft grateful Remembrance af his Name,,
and the Plealure to affuré themiel¥es, that his Re-
putation and Chdracter will frvive lus Funeral;y
- and ever be refleéted on to His and cheir Honour,
whilft there are any remaining who knew the Man
and underftand how to valie fubftantial and diftine
- gutfhed Menit, | +
. The State of his Hody; infpeted dfter his
Death; was fuch,; as made his Removal appear
' to-be an Inftance of great Mercy to himfelf; and
his loriger Continiiance hiere undefireable on his
- Account, even to his nesreft Relations; and moft
\ interefted Friends, Had his Life been lengthened;
iemuft have been protiadted in continiial Mifery;
Cand given a conftant Diftrefs to thofe; vho muit
have had a fender Share in all his Sufferings, And
- thus fat their lofing hini is to them alfo a Mercy.
; Vet them therefore comfort themfelves with this
i Thought{ That the Hufband; the Father; the
 Friend they loved; the Man of Integrity, Wife
dom and Worth they honoured, now fuffers;
E’_ro:;_qs, and. dies daily no more, The Trial of |

s Faith dnd Patience and Submiffioi to' Gop

2 both ended and approved. He nceds not their
Pity, He is above their Cormpaffion, Let theny:
tejoice that he has entered into eternal Reft, Let -
them be careful to aét worthy their Relation to
him, dnd "his Children efpecially never deviate
trom thofe Principles he taught them, not fromi
that Holinefs of Converfationy of which He was fo
unblameable an Example, Thus they will add to
a Father’s Joy in the Morning of the Rcfurre&ion}
F 1§




(.34 )
if.they ‘will énable him to fay, to his and their
]udfre : .Herf’ Lord I am; and tbe Chilirei thov z?%/;
given me, ..

- Toyou that were his ftated Hearers : Rcmembel
how. ve. laboured amongff you, and adwonifbed ond
warned you as ¢ Father, doth bis Children, not fboun-
iug 10 declare_to: you the whole Counfe! of Gm’,-
You will: bear, him Witnefs, .that he was 2 [#ar4
snan that needed ot 10 be :zﬂmrzed rightly di “mzf{g|
the Word of Truth s reproving, rebuking, exhborting
with all Jonp Suffering and Dofirine y a goud Ex-
ample to the.Flock he fed, faking heed 1o Aisifelf

. as well as to his Dollrine, that be might fave binz-
Jelf as well aslyout twbg-beard ‘bivi, - The greatert
his Minifterizl. Abilities were, the more you have
to anfwer -for who were blefled with them; and

_ the more careful he was, to fulfll that Misifivy

- awhich ke received of the Lord; the more {trict will

““your future Account be, as to the Improvements
- you._have made under 1t, Let therefore youm
Fiith in Gon-and the great Redeemer be fixed and
ihmutable, your Love and Regard to true Reli-
gionbéuniverfal; warmand permanent, your Virtue:
unblameable. and without Rebuke, and 1n all
Ehings walk worthy of the Lord, who hath call’d
veu to his-Kingdam and Glory, And thus you
will ‘manifeft: the kindeft Refpect and the beft
Efteem for his Memory, be bis Crown of Rejoicing
attherlalt Great Day, and with lam Je prefensed
HHoly "and . Blamelefs, by the glorthed Redeemer,
bejare Dis zbmwz:fv F f:!h::’r 5 P: q/%ﬁce, with cxcecd-
§17. :}‘pv : R
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