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EFEFCFEHICT RIS
ADVERTISEMENT.

SO ON afrer the pzzél?cazz‘ia:z of the firlt edition of

my Treatife on the Deluge, 1 reccived feveral
Jetters from gentlemen cf charaller and note, in the

learnedacorld, for their knowwledae of the fibjeét therein
treated. Some of thefe letters contained exceptions fo

particular pofitsons in the tracll, defiring a farther
explication and a _fuller confirmation of them. Now
ia oraer to give fatisfallion in this particular, T
bave printed a Second Edition, znferting in their
refpeciive Placest Reply to the Objections, and have
alfo added whatever elfe I thought might be of fer-
vice to illufirate or confirm the Tenets advanced.

Only one thing I mufl mention, that Jome of thefz
Objections arofe from inattention to the manner in
which the fubject is treated; e pecially qwbere the
procfs were not z‘l::c;zxg/.}z‘ Jufficient for the points ad-
vanced. It may be proper therefore to advertif

the reader that the evidence on which the Tralt? ;s

lacilf, 15 z/f}reg‘é:;/_d-—Scripture-—-HCathen Hiftory— .
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and the Natural ftate of the Earth. So zhat where |

one of thefe may [eem defeltive in proof, by the coa- {
lition of the other two, the Point may be clear and |

manifeft ; and in many places where the cvidence |

i ST ¢

was of @ combined or mixed nature, it was pro-

per fo drop part of if, that each [pecies of proof
might be difpofed under its proper bead. So that 1

hope for the future, no one will judge of any parti-
cular tenet ’till the whole book be carcfully pe-
- rufed, and the evidence produced under each general

divifion for any point in queffion be accurately

examined.

As the Additions fo the {econd Edition are con-
fiderably large, I bave printed them in this manner,
feparate from the work, by way of Suppliement,
that thofe who bave the firft Edition may purchafe

them without being under the neceffity of procuring
the whole for the fake of a part.



% oznz-» >®<€-§>®<€>®<€
A
SUPPLEMENT
TO A

T R E A T I S E

ON THE

D E L U G E

., “, o7 '-..__“..n' T, o, S '-.“‘..-"q., o8 o "I-. (' I Y Y, B, e N ST S, N, _‘.- ", -.'-.;, L o -.. S ,-

il - 'FF > iy LY w ¥ . "- ‘ * h H‘ 'Ik :ﬂ“ ‘ ﬂ " &th
S L R I W W ".. ol N T o gt e ﬁhff ot ey Y ol WO

Page 1. line 1. %ﬁHE Knowledge of the #a-
z‘zzml State af tbe Earth is

N the foundation of all true

‘ngé Philofophy.

1r we are miftaken in our judgments of Caufes and
Effelts, relative to things that are within our reach,
and on which we can make immediate obfervatlons
and experiments, we fhall certainly be fo, with refpect
to Thofe that are at a diftance from us; and of which
we can only reaflon by Analogy.
Now of all events that have happened to the Earth ,.
there is none that has made a greater noife in the

A
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- world, or has left {fuch evident marks of its Reality,
as that of a Flood of Waters, in which the whole Globe :
was drowned.
Anp if it can be proved that the Earth has actu- .
ally been thus covered by water, and totally diffolved
therein, {fuch an Event as this, I {ay, muft have made
many and great alterations in the before-{tate of the
Earth, and be the Caufe of many remarkable phanomena
in the prefent. And yet, I am {orry to fay it, philo-
fophers in general, who have endeavoured to explain
the whole Syftem of Nature, and many who have
wrote in particular on the SLIbJE& of the Earth, have
taken no notice of this great Event; and thereby,
have been led themfelves, and alfo have led others,

into a variety of errors, by afcribing Liffects to very
different Caufes than the true. '

I uwopE, therefore, that an Attempt to lay before
*he publick the Ewvidence that may be brought in
proof of an UniversaL DeLuce, and to exhibit a
difplay of all the wvarious Effeits, both or and iz the

Parth, that were owing to that one Great Caufe, may
not be uninftructing, nor unentertaining.

Page 22. 1. 30o.—In order to fhew that the Ark,
as defcribed by AMbofes, was {uitably capacious for its
intended Contents, I fhall here annex Bithop #ilkins’s
A.ccount of.this affair in his Effay towards a real cha-
valler and a philofophical Language, p.. 162, &c.

¢« Having now difpatched (fays the Bifhop) the
enumeration -arid defcription of the feveral {pecies of
Animals, ‘1:{hall here .take leave for a fhort Digrel-
fion, wherein I would récommiend this, as a thing
‘worthy to be obferved, -namely, Thas great dmﬁ’fezzce
which there is betwixt thofe opinions and .1.1191;:1'&111&n1
fions which are occafioned by « more general and cor

1

fufed view of things, and thofe which proceed from aE

|
[



% " -
L '-q.'.r.!-

_‘ e 4
4 \ N -

[ 3 |

snove diftinft confideration of them as they are reduced

into order.

He that looks upon the Stars, as they are con-
fufedly fcattered up and down 1n the Firmament, will
think them to be (as they are {ometimes ftiled) zunu-
snerable, of fo vaft a multitude, as not to be deter-
mined to any fet number; but when all thele Stars
are diftinctly reduced into particular Conftellations,
and defcribed by their {everal places, magnitudes,
and names, it appears, that of thofe that are vifible
to the maked eye, there are but few more than a
thoufand in the whole Firmament, and but a little
more than half {o many to be {een at once in any
Hemifpbere. It is {o likewife in other things: he that
fhould put the Queftion, how many forts of bealts,
or birds, &c. there are in the world, would be an-
{wered, even by fuch as are otherwile knowing and
learned men, that there are fo many hundreds of
them, as could not be enumerated ; whereas, upon
- a diftinét inquiry into all {uch as are yet known, and

have been defcribed by credible Authors, 1t will ap-

pear, that they are much fewer than is commonly
imagined, not a hundred f{forts of Beafts, nor two
hundred of Birds.

From this prejudice it is, that {ome hereticks of
old, and {fome atheiftical {coffers in thefe later times,
having taken the advantage of raifing objections (fuch
as they think unan{werable) againft the truth and
authority of Scripture, particularly as to the de-
{cription which is given by Mofes, concerning Noah’s
Ark, Gen. vi. 15. where the Dimenfions of it are {et
down to be three hundred Cubits in length, fifty in
breadth, and thirty in height, which being compar-
ed with the things it was to contain, it {feemed to

them, upon a general view, (and they confidently
B 2 - |

.
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affirmed accordingly) that it was utterly impofiible-
for this Ark to hold fo vaft a multitude of Ani-
mals, with a whole year’s provifion of food for
each of them. ,

IT 1s plain 1n the defcription which Adofes gives
of the Ark, that it was divided into three f{tories,
each of them of ten cubits, or fifteen feet high, be-
{ides one cubit allowed for the declivity of the roof
in the upper ftory. And it is agreed upon as moft
probable, that the lower ftory was affigned to contain
all the Ipecies of Beafts, the middle ftory for their
food, and the upper ftory, in one part of it, for the
Birds and their food, and the other part for Noeab,
his family, and utenfils.

Now it may clearly be made out, that each of
thefe {tories was of a {ufficient capacity for the con-
taining all thofe things to which they are affigned;
even fuppofing the Cubit to be (at the loweft com-
putation) but a foot and half in length.

For the more diftin¢t clearing up of this, I fhall
firft lay down {everal trables of the divers fpecies of
Beaflts that were to be received into the Ark, with
their different kinds of food; containing both the
number appointed for each of them, namely, the
clean by fevens, and the unclean by pairs, together
with a conjecture (for the greater facility of the cal-
culation) what proportion each of them may bear
either to a beef, or a theep, or a wolf ; and then what
kind of room may be allotted to the making of f{uf-
ficient ftalls for their reception.
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=~ Horfe — 9 20} 2 Hog — 4)
2 Affe -~ 2 12} 2 Baboon — 2 l
2, Camel — 4 20| 2 Ape —_— 2
~ Elephant — 8 36! 2 Monkey :
7 Bull  ~ 7 40| 2 Sloth |
7 Urus - 7 40} 2z Porcupine
» Bi{ons — 7 40| 2 Hedge-hog } 7 P20
7 Bonafus — 7 40| 2 Squirrel I
7 Buffale ~— 7 40| 2 Ginney-pig 1
7 Sheep — X 2 Ant-bear == 2 i
2 Sterpciferos 1}30 2 Armadillo — 2
7 Broad-Thail 2 Tortolie — 2
7 Goat — X
7 Stone-buck 1
7 Shamois ~— 1}30
7 Antelope — ¥ ‘
7 Llke — 7 130!l Beasts feeding on
7 Hart — 4 130 Hay.
» Buck — ] 20
7 Retn-deer 7 20
7 Roe —— "'!'2--*6 2 Hare }
2 Rhinoceros 84§ 2 Rabbet 2 2
2 Camelopard 6 30} 2 Marmotto
137 92 | §14{30 23 | 22
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BeasTts feeding on
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Lion
Bear
Tyger
Pard
Qunce
Cat
Civet-Cat
Ferrat
Polecat
Martin
Stoat
Wealle
Caftor
Otter
Doy
Wolf
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Badger ——
Jackall —
Caragua
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4 10
4 10
2 3
3 3
2 6
2 O
3 9
2, 6
2, 6
2 §
27 | 75

Ix this enumeration I do not mention the mule,
becaule it is a mungrel production, and not to be
reckoned as a diftint {pecies.
probable, that the feveral varieties of beeves, name-
ly, that which is ftiled Urus, Bifons, Bonafus, and

Bujfaio,

And tho’ it be moit

and thofe other wvarieties reckoned under
goals,

be not diftin& f{pecies from &ul/,
Jfheep, and goary there being much lels difference be-
twixt thefe, than there is betwixt feveral dogs: and
it being known by experience, what various changes
are frequently occafioned in the fame {pecies by feveral

A3
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countries, diets, and other accidents; yet I have,
ex abundanti, to prevent all cavilling, allcwed them
to be diftinct Species, and each of them to be clean |
beafts, and confequently {uch as were to be received
in by fevens. As for the wmor/fe, feale, turtle, or fea-
tortoife, crocodile, femembi; thefe are ufually defcribed
to be fuch kind of Awimeals as can abide in the water,
and therefore I have not taken them into the Ark,
tho’ if that were neceffary, there would be room
enough for them, as will thortly appear. The fer-
pentine-kind, [nake, wviper, flow-worin, lizard, frog,
toad, might have {ufhicient {pace for their reception,
and for their nourifhment, in the drein or fink of the
Ark, which was probably three or four feet under
the floor, for the f{tanding of the beafts. As for
thofe lefler beafts, raz, moufe, mole, as likewife for
the feveral {pecies of infects, there can be no reaion
to queftion, but that thele may find fuficient room
in {everal parts of the Ark, without having any par-
ticular ftalls appointed for them.

IT' appears by the foregoing tables, that the
bealis of the rapacious carnivorous kinds, to be brought
into the 4rk by pairs, were but forty in all, or twenty
pairs; which, upon a fair calculation, are {uppofed
equivalent, as to the bulk of their Bodies and their
food, unto twenty-{even wolves; but for greater cer-
tainty, let them be fuppoied equal to thirty wolves:
and let 1t be farther fuppofed, that fix wolves will
every day devour a whole fbeep, which all men will
readily grant to be more than fufficient {or their necef-
{ary fuftenance : according to this computation, five
Jheep muit be allotted to be devoured tor food each
Day of the year, which amounts in the whole
to 1825. | .

Upron thefe {fuppofitions there muft be cenveni-
ent room 1in the lower flory of the Ark, to contain
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the fore-mentioned forts of beafts, which were to be
preferved for the propagation of their kinds, befides
1825 foeep, which were to be taken in as food for
the rapacious beafts. ,,

Anp tho’ there may feem no juft ground of ex-
ception, if thefe beafts thould be ftowed clofe together,
as is now ufual in fhips, when they are to be trani-
ported for any long voyage; yet 1 fhall not take any
fuch advantage, but afford them {uch fair ftalls, or
cabins, as may be abundantly fufficient for them in
any kind of pofture, ecither ftanding, or lying, or
turning themfielves, as likewife to receive all the dung
that thould proceed from them for a whole Year.

Axp that the lower ftory of the Ark was of a
fufficient capacity for thefe purpofes, will appear from
the following confiderations.

> FrrsT, let a partition of fifteen feet wide be
marked off, length-ways, at each end of the Ark.
Now the breadth of the Ark being feventy-five feet,
thefe partitions muit contain in them five Areas of
fifteen feet {quare, and an area of five feet fquare
being {ufficient to contain four fheep, therefore one
of fifteen feet {quare muft be capable of thirty-fix
fheep. Allowing one of thele areas at each end for
{tairs, there will eight of thiem remain, (viz. four at
each end) to be reckoned for the containing of fheep;
which eight will be capable of receiving 288 fbeep.

A 4

* The Bifhop has here annexcd a large folio Drawing of the
lcwer Story of the Ark, and of the difpofition of the animals in
1t. But I have endeavoured to reprefent his meaning in fuch
a manner, that the rcader may apprchend it, without the
Draught; tho’ if he be very curious I would advife him to re-

fer to that, or rather to a more compleat Drawing, reprefented
i the Gentleman’s Magazine for Ichbruary 1749 ; wherein every

otory of the Ark, and the difpofition of cvery thing that was to be

contained therein, are delineated in 2 moft judicious manner,
fvom a Duich Author.
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- Besiprs thefe partitions at the end, let two other
areas be marked off, paffing along the middle of the
floor length-ways of the Ark, each of them 25 feet
wide, and about 200 feetlong. Now {fuppofing thefe
middle areas to be defigned alfo for fbeep; an area of
2 5 feet {quare muft be capable of holding 100, and
there being fixteen of thefe, they muft be capable
of containing 1600 fheep, which being added to the
former number of 288, will make 1888, fomewhat
more than 1825, the number affignhed that were to be
taken in for food.

On each fide of the middle areas for the fheep,
let us {uppofe a paflfage of feven feet wide, for the
more convenient accefs to the fheep, and the {talls
that are to ferve for the other beafts.

On this divifion of the lwer floor of the Ark,
there will remain four other areas ‘two on each ide of
the middle areas for the fheep) each of them 18 feet
wide, and 200 feet long, which will be more than
fufficient to contain the f{everal beafts which were to
be preferved for the propagating of their kind ; for
which, in the foregoing tables, there is allotted to
the length of the ftalls only 611 fect, befides the
largenefs of the ftalls allowed to each of them. So
that upon this fair computation, there will be very
near two hundred feet overplus in this lower ftory, for
the reception of any other beaft not yet enumerated,
or difcovered.

The next thing to be cleared up, is the capacity
of the fecond Story for containing a year’s provifion of
food. In order to which ’tis to be obferved, that the
feveral beafts feeding on hay were before, upon a fair
calculation, fuppofed equal to ninety-two Jeeves: but
to prevent all kind of cavils which may be made at
the proportioning of them, let them be as a 100,
belides the 1825 fheep taken in for food. But now,
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becaufe thefe are to be devoured by five per diem,
therefore the year’s provifion to be made for them 1is
to be reckoned but as for half that number, viz. g12.
Thefe being divided by feven, to bring them into
proportion with the beeves, will amount to 180, which
added to the former 100 make 280, {uppofe 300. So
then, according to this fuppoflition, there muft be
{ufficient provifion of hay in the fecond ftory to fuftain
q00 beeves for a whole year.

Now ’tis obferved (faith Buteo) by Columella, who
was very well verfed in the experiments of hufbandry,
that thirty or forty pound of hay is ordinarily {uffici-
ent for an ox for one day, reckoning twelve ounces in
the pound. But we will {fuppole forty of our pounds.
And ’us afferted by B#teo, upon his own trial and
experience, that a folid cubit of dry’d hay, compref-
fed, as it ufes to be when it hath lain any confider-
able time in mows or ricks, doth weigh about forty
pound; f{o that for 300 becves for a whole vear, there
muft be 109,500 fuch cubits of hay, (1.e.) 3065
multiplied by 3oo. Now the fecond ftory, being terr
cubits high, 300 long, and fifty broad, muft contain
150,000 folid cubits, which is more by 40,500 than
what 1s neceflary for fo much comprefied hay; and
will allow {pace enough both for any kind of beams
and pillars neceflary for the fabric, or likewife for
other repofitories, for {fuch fruits, roots, grain, or
fceds, as may be proper for the nourithment of any
of the other gunimalsy and likewife for fuch conveni-
ent paflages and apertures in the floor, as might be
neceflary for the putting down of the hay to the ftalls
in the lower ftory,  From which it is manifeft, that
the {econd {tory was fufficiently capacious of all thofe
things defigned for it.

AND then as for the zhird flory; there can be. no
colour of doubt, but that one half of it will be abun-

.
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dantly {ufficient for all the fpecies of birds, together
with food fufficient for their {uftenance, becaufe they
are generally but of {mall bulk, and may eafily be
Keprt 1n feveral partitions, or cages, over one another.
Nor is there any reafon to queftion, but that the other
half would afford fpace enough both for Noeh’s family
and Utenfils.

Upon the whole matter, it doth, of the two, ap-
pear more difficult to aflign a fufficient number and
bulic of necefiary things, to anf{wer the capacity of the
ek, rather than to ﬁnd fufficient room for thofe feve-
ral {pecies of aniinals already known. But becaufe it
may be reafonably prefumed, that there are feveral
other fpccies of beafts and birds, efpecially in the un-
difcovered parts of the world, befides thofe here enu-
merated, therefore it i1s but reafonable to fuppofe the
erk to bé of a bigger capacity, than what may be
tuflicient for the thmcrs already knewn; and upon
£0is account 1t may be afferted, that if fuch perfons,
+Iro are moil cxpert in philofophy and mathematicks,
were now to afiign the proportions of a vefiel thac
might be {uitable to the ends here propofed, they
could not (all things confidered) find out any more
accominodate to thele purpofes, than thofe here
mrentioned.”

'Fo the above obfervations, I may add, what is re-
coraed by Parker in his Bibliotheca Biblica, vol. 1.
u::,s:‘ﬂf Annot. 13. that Peter Fanfen, a Dutch merchant,

zoout the beginning of the laft century, caufed a
*’?**f*> to be built for lhm, anfwelmcr in 1ts refpective
1% mpt;monq to thefe of Noah’s ark, the length of it
being 120 feet, the breadth of it 20, and the depth
af it 12, At firft, this was looked upon no better
than a fanatical Vifion of this Fanfen (who was by
?mrdﬁon a Menonift) and whillt 1t was building, he
st his Thip were made the fport of the fcamen, as
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much as Noad and his ark could be. But afterwards,
it was found, that fhips, built 1n this {fafhion, were,
in the time of peace, beyond all others moft commo-
dious for commerce; becaufe they would hold a third
part more, without requiring any more hands, and
were found far better ranners than any made before.

Page 26. 1. 21.—As the opinion of the earth’s
containing within itfelf an abyfs of water is maintained
by fome of the moft antient FHeathen writers, and it
doti: not {feem probable that they procured the know-
ledge of it by any difcovery of their own, and there-
fore that they obtained i1t at frit from Revelation by
‘['radition, I fhall here annex their evidence as being,
in this refpect, properly divine.

PLATO in his Pbzdon (near the end) writeth thus,
Kot oAny paey en TN VNV, &c. And {uch is the form
and conftitution of the whole earth, and the things
¢ that are about it. There are {everal circular Hollows
in its infide, fome deeper, {ome wider, {ome nar-
“ rower, &c. But all the Cavities every where per-
forate one another, and are open at both ends, by
means of which a great quantity of water flows from
one 1nto another, as into cifterns. ‘There are alfo
under- ground incredible large rivers, and perpetual
¢ {prings of waters both hot and cold. But One of
thefe concavities 1n the infide of the earth is greater
than the reft, piercing from fide to fide through

the whole Earth; which Homer mentions in this
¢ verfe. lliad. ®. v. 14.

Tare oS nys Babisov vro Xﬂovog ect Pepetooy.
Far bence, in th’Earth there gapes a Gulph immenfe.

Which both he elfewhere, and many other Poets,
call Tartarys, into which all rivers have their con-
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< fluence, and flow out of it again by turns. Each
¢ river comes out tinftured with the nature of the
¢« earth thro’ which it flows. And the reafon why
¢ the rivers flow thither, and come back again, is,
¢ becaufe the Aby/s has neither bottom nor bafe; and
¢ therefore tho’ they are lifted up, they naturally flow
¢ down again: as allo does the A or Spirit that
¢ attends them. And as in the refpiration of animals,
¢ there is an inceflfant ingref{s and egrefs of the air,
{o the air, that is mingled with the waters, accom-
¢ panies them in their ingrefs and egrefs, and raifes
¢ raging winds. When thefe waters fall into this
¢ lower Abyfs, they diffufe themfielves into all channels
¢ of the fprings and rivers, and fill them up; jult
¢ as if one were drawing water up with two pails, one
< of which fills as the other empties : for thefe rivers
¢ flowing from thence fill up all our channels ; from
“ whence diffufing themielves about, they conftitute
¢ our Seas, Rivers, Lakes, and Fountains.’

So Hefiod, Theog. 1. 11q.

To:.fﬂacpac T’ﬂsﬁosﬂw IS Xﬁovog EUPUOQEINS,
. And dark Tartarus in the Farth’s recefs.

And again Homer, Iliad. ®. 195.

Ovde BabuppeiTao peye Sevos (nexvoio,
Ef umep WauTes WOTAMO0 3y TWACR S AALGTa,

- X
Koy megos npvivxs y QPEIXTR LAKPR VELBTIV.

Ner great Oceanus, from whofe fountaius flow
All Seas, all Rivers, and ail Springs below.

it 1s remarkable, that the moft antient Heathen
Authoers often fpeak of Oceanus [under which term
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they comprehended the immenfe body of water with-
in the Earth, as well as that without] as zbe Parens
of their Gods; as indeed He was; for the fubfidence
“or retirement of the great Abyfs (at the end of the
Deluge) to its original bed, the Bofom of the Earth,
reftored to them ¢he Lights of Heaven (which they
worfhipped as Gods) and the ufe of the Earth, fee
Gen. vill. 22.

So Homer (Iliad. E. 200.) makes Fumo {peak thus:

Eis Y*@ GLIJOHEPH 'E'Ohvcpopﬁg TIEPUTOL YRS

N
Quecvoy Te, Jewy yeveo.v, 3y paTepe Tuduy, &C.

Then fhe—1 bafte to thofe remote abodes,
Where the Great Parents of the deatblefs Gods,
The rev’rend Ocean and grey Tethys reign,
On the laft limits of the land and main :

I vifit thefe, to whofe indulgent cares

1 owe the nurfing of my tender years.

But more particularly Orpbexs 1n his hymns writes
thus, p. 178.

Lneavoy HaAsw 'arac'rzf’ mgb@rrov GIEY EOUT X,
ASavarwy T Jewy yeveriy Jvntwy T ovdpwrwy,
Of WEPIMVIARIVEL YLING TWEPITEPMUOVE HURAOY,
Ef s wep wavres wWorapmor ¥ waoe Jadacex,

Ko xfovias yaims meyoppuror iepadss oyvos,

O Father Ocean! °tis to thee I call,

Of Gods and Men the GREAT ORIGINAL ;
Thee 1 invoke! who with thy clofe embrace
Survound’ ft the earth, the feat of buman race
From thee all Seas and Rivers take their rife,
And Waters {ubterrene receive fupplies.
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Anp again, p. 114,

Kavdi Ioeaeidooy yoinoye
Os yaieis wovroio BaJuseproto Jezpeebree,

Ioytopedwy, aidems, bopuilums, evwociyoie, &KCo

I canxor better illuftrate the meaning of fome of

thefe epithets given to Oceanus or Neptune, or fhew
how applicable they are to the point in hand, than in
the words of Dr. Woodward (vid. Nat. Hift. of the
Eearth, p. 138.) ¢ Thefe Phoznomena are not new,
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or peculiar to the Earthquakes, which have happen-
ed 1n our times, but have been obferved in a// ages,

and particularly thefe exorditant commotions of the

Water of the Globe. This we may learn abundantly
from the hiftories of former times:; and it was for
this reafon that many of the antients concluded,
richtly enough, that tbey were cauled by the im-
pulfes and fluctuation of water in the bowels of
the Irarth. And therefore they very frequently
called Neptune Zaciyboy, as alio Evooiyfwy, Evesiynios,
and Twaxropoyains 3 by all which Epithets they de-
noted his Power of Shaking the Earth. 'They {up-
pofed that he prefided over all water whatever, as
well that within the Earth, as the Sea, and the reft
upon it; and that the Earth was fupported by water,
its foundations being laid thereon; upon which
account it was that they beftowed upon him the
cognomen Taunoxos, or Supporter of the Earthk, and
that of @cpeeniuyos, or the Suflainer of its foundations.
They likewife believed that he, having a full {way

and command over the Water, had power to {till
and compofe it, as well as to move and difturb it,
and the Earth by means of it: and therefore they
alfo gave him the name of Acoanios, or the Effablifber;
under which name {everal temples were confecrated
to him, and Sacrifices offered, whenever an Earth-
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quake happened, to pacify, and appeafe him; re-
quefting that he would allay the commotions of the

water, {ecure the foundations of the earth, and put
an end to the Earthquake.’

Besipes all this, Lucretius (Lib. v. 261.) argues thus:

Quod fuperelt, bumore novo mare, flumina, jontes
Semper abundare, ez latices manare perennes,

Nil opus eft verbis, magnus decurfus aguarum
Undique declarat : fed primuin quicquid aquai
Tollitur, in [ummaque fit, ut nibil bumor cbundet.
Partim quod validi verrentes equora venti
Diminuunt, radiifque retexens etherius Sol:
Partim quod {ubter per terras diditur omnes.
Pevcolatur enim virys, retroque remanat
Materies bumoris, et ad caput amnibus omnis
Convenity inde {uper terras fluit agiine anlct,
Qua via [efla femel liquido pede detnlit undas.

Befides; that Seas, that rivers wafte and dic,
And ftill 7ucreafe by conftant new fupply,
What need of proofs? this {treams themielves du
As all run murm’ring to the Sea below. [ thow,
But left the mafs of waters prove too great,
The Sun drinks fome, to quench his natural heat;
And fome the winds brufh off, with wanton play
They dip their wings, and bear fome parts away :
Some pafles thro’ the earth, diffus’d all o'er,
And leaves its falt behind at every pore;
For all return thro’ fecres channels {pread,
And join, where fir/# they iflu’d from their bed ;
Hence on the earth in fair m=eanders play,

And thro’ the vallies cut their liquid way.
CrEECH.
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Or Chriffian writers that have mentioned the 2)y/s,
I thall only infert the opinion of 7obn de la Fay, as
his defcription is very juft, and contains a comment
on the words under confideration, viz. And the foui-
tains of the great Deep were oroken up. [Facilior eri
borum wverborum intelligentia, &c. 1. e. ¢ We fhall
more readily underftand thefe Words, if we inquire
into the meaning of the word A4by/s or Deep, which
1s nothing elfe than an hidden place i1n the Bowels
¢ of the Earth, where the Waters lie hid, and trom
whence Fountains and Lakes have their tiley; and
it is called the Grear Deep, by way of diftinétion
from fome lefier Hollows i1n the Earth; for this 1s,
* as it were, the Mother of them all, to whom they
are all joined by Veins and Paffages : the Fountains
therefore of that Great Aby/s were broken up, 1s,
as if he had {faid, fuch a Quantity of Water burft
from that Great Deep, that 1ts common .QOutlets
were broke or burit open, like a Land-flood, when
it meets with Refiftance ; the too great quantity of
water breaks down the Channels and Banks, which
as it were, imprifoned it: but not only the Foun-
tains of that Deep were broken open, but the Sea
came out of its bounds, pouring over the Earth,
and the Rivers burft forth with the greateit violence.’
Sucu then, according to Scripture and Heathen
Teftimony, 1s the Conftitution of the Llarth, that 1t
contains within itfelt an immenfe refervoir of water,
denominated by the name of the GreaT DEEP; the
fountains of which wcre broken up, in order to effect
the Deluge in the time of Noab.

BuTt belore I can fhew particularly how this great
Event was brought to pafs—what alterations were
made 1n the terraqueous Globe at that time—the
Agents that were employed-—and the manner of
their alting—it will be proper to fay fomething of
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‘the original formation of the Earth 3 which is thus de-
~{cribed by Mo/es.

Gen. 1. 1. In the beginning [BeRASIT, in the firk
placeb] God created [gave exiltence to] AT, [the

Atoms, the Subftance of] the Heavens {[VAT) and
‘[the Subftance of] #ve Earib.

And the Earth was without forn [a formlels mafs,
the parts for Solids and Fluids being confufedly mixt
together] and void, [empty, hollow within.|

And Darknefs [dark, torpid Air] was upon the face
of the Deep.

Aund the Spirit of God [RUE ALEIMY moved upos
the face of the Waters. 'L'his 1s the firft Agent or AMo-
ver mentioned to have been employed towards reducing

B

b Which eafy and natural interprectation of the word

BeRASIT frecs the Scripture from an impertinent queftion that
fome have put here, viz. In the beginning of what ¢ As 1f Mofes
had reprefented God as having created the World in the beminning of
the World, or 1n the beginming of Time (which 1s the famec thing,
tor Lime began with the World) which would have been an idle
tautology. DBut to tcll us, that the firfl aél that was donc 1n the
Hiftory that he was going to give of the Generations of the Heavens,
and of the Earth, and of Mankind, (Gen. 11, 4—38.) was the produc-
tion of the world de novo, or that the Aleim, his God, created 1t, is
not only fenfe, but highly proper, as it firuck at the very root
of the [Idolatry then prevailing in the world, which was the
worflupping of the creature inftead of the Creator, or the works of God,
inftead of God himfelf. So that as 7. Neirenberg fays. ¢ Inunp
auntaxat capite, promo Genefeos, puto plus docuiffe Moy femi quam ceateros
omnes philofophos, et natura interpretes 3’ 1. e, I thunk that Mojfes has
baught usmore philofoply in one fingle chapter—riz, the frfl of Genefes,
thaw all the philofophers and explainers of nature put together. So I
may lay, that Mofes has taught us more theology 1n one fingle
verle of that chapter, than all the heathen world could have
d:fcovered by any means of their own.
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the formlefs mafs of the Earth into fbape. “What this |

Spirit is, may be judged of from ﬁrmlar paflages i in
Scrlpture e, e - |

Page 30. 1. 30.—THus would the fnward Expanfe
[denoted by A. 2. in plate 1.] or exPandmcr air act up-
wards every way from the center to the circumference
of the chaotic mixture; while the oxtward Expanfe
[A 1.] or the light and {pirit on the ozz/ide of this globe
WOL.ld act downwmds, on, and through every part of

" And by thefe two equal and counter-aétmg agents,
the earthy, or folid parts of the chaotic malfs, would
be driven together into a fpherical fhell (C,] at a conli-
derable diitance from the center of the earth, and
there be {fuftained; and as the earthy or {olid parts
would be driven together into a clofe hard f{hell or
cruft, {o by the {fame action would the fluids be per-
mitted to flip between on each fide of this cruft.  Thus
would the fbell of ftone, or the Earth, be formed be-
tween fwo orbs of water 3 one orb {B. 1.] would cover
the outward firface ; the other [B. 2.7 would cover,
or by the force of the expanding air from the center be
prefled clofe to, the inward {urface of the earth. Such
being the fituation of things, it will now be apparent
to every onc, how the earth was founded wupon and
formed between the waters.— And as the thell, or cruft
of the earth, was driven together by the exp.:mf v
power of vhe alr, and formed between two orbs of wa-
ter, fo tho “irmament alted the part it was commanded
of d:’?./iﬁmg the Warers from the waters.

Page 42. L. of the Note.—So in [faiakb’s defcrip-
tion of the ﬁnal deﬁr11810n of the Earth, ch. xxiv. 18.

For 50 Madows from on lozg/a are open. and the founda-
ribm ‘ile carth do fbake.  The earth is utterly broken
fowm zé?e earth 1s clean diffolved, the earth is moved ex-

’-l‘
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ceedingly.  The earth fhall reel to and fro like a drunkard,
and fhall be removed like a cottage, and the tranfgreffion

thereof [hall be beavy upon it, and it fball fall, and not rife
again. From this laft particular it 1s evident, that the

final diffolution of the earth 1s here intended, which
we are told by St. Peter, Ep. 1. chap.iil. 10. will be
effected by F7re, and in the manner following; The
Heavens fball pafs away wiith a great noife, and the ele-
ments fhall melt with fervent beat, the earth alfo, and ihe
works that are therein, [ball be burnt up. ¥From whence
it 1s plain, that this conflagration will begin in the
beavens above, when the heavens themfelves will, ina
manner, be opened, cleft, and divided, and ftreams of
fire be poured down upon the earth, as was the cafe
1n the deftruétion of Sodom and Gomorvab . or elfe the
Lightnings of Gop’swrath will be darted from #be clonds

that are oz bigh, as from concealed lurking-boles, till
the whole be coniumed.

Page 44. 1. 23.—I Mav here add (as I have done
already with refpect to the notion of an Abyfs of Water
within the earth, and for the fame reafon,) the teftimo-
nies of fome Heathen writers, and others, who, in
their accounts of the deluge, have exprefsly mentioned
the diffolution of the [olid body of the Farth at that time.

Mamlius (who, according to Scaliger, lived in the
time of Auguftus) defcribes the diffolution of the Earth in
the following terms 3 (Aftronom. Lib. 4. v. 828.)

Concutitur Tellus validis compagibus bereus,
Subducitque folum pedibus; natat Orbis in ipfo;
£t vomit Oceanus Pontum, fitienfque reforbet,
Nec fefe ipfe capit.  Sic quondain merferat Urbes,
Human: Generis quum [olus conftitit Heres
Dewcalion.

B 2
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The Earth now fhakes, before th:o’ firmly bound,
And from their feet withdraws the treacherous ground.
‘T'he melted Globe fwims in zrfelf the main
Spews up a Sea, and {ucks it in again;
Wor can the great Aby[s itfelf contain.
All nature thus was in confufion hurl’d,

And the Deep gorg’d itfelf with all the World.
Deucalion only then remain’d behind

The Solitary Heir of all mankind.
Thus gllo Virgil, Aineid. Lib. x11. v. 204.

Non fi tellurem gfiundat in undas
D1luvm mifcens :

Not tho’ great Fove {hould once again diffolve
The Earth to Water, by a Deluge torn.

Tue Phrale zellurem effundeve in undas, may be
thought by fome - to have been uled by the Poet for
ihe {ake of the verfe, under the figure Hypallage; but
as this effect was really produced at the time of the de-
1uge, I fee no reafon for this fuppoﬁtmn Certain it
1s, ‘that Seweca, in the account that he gives of his De-
luge {uppofes the Earth or the Land capable of fuch

a diffolution. Queft. Nat. lib. i1, c. 27.

¢ Solutis quippe radicibus, aroufta procumbunt & witis,
atque omne virgultum wmon temetur {folo, quod molle
flmidumque eff :——Labant ac madent tefla, & in imum
ufque receptis aquis fundamenta defidunt, ac tota humus
Sflagnat, fruftra titubantium fulcre tentantur. Omne
eni ﬁmdcmzmtzm; in lubrico figitur, & lutofa bumo
*-"_ nibil ftabile ef.> i, e. ¢ Their Roots being loofen-
¢ ed, the Trees and the Vine fall, and no Shrub what-
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¢ ever maintains its fituation in the Soil, which 13
< gow foft and fluid.—The buildings fall and are
¢ overlowed, and the waters makmc:r their way to
¢ the deepe[’c recefies, the foundauons fink, and the
¢ whole ground becomes a Bog. In vain are props
¢ apphed to things in fuch a tottering fituation. For
¢ every foundatlon 1s in a {liding ﬁateﬁ and there can
¢ be no firmnefs in ground fo quaggy.” And then he
goes on to defcribe the effelts of the deluo*e through-
out the whole earth, and concludes the Chapter thus:
Scies quid deceat, fi cogitaveris orbem terrarum natare.
. e. ¢ If you would have a right Opinion of thefe
‘“ things, you muft fuppole the whole Earth to fwim.’
And fpeakmo* of the fame deluge in Chap. 2g9.
¢ Maximam tamen cczuﬁm, ad fe zmﬂdandﬂm terra ipfa
¢ prafiabit : quam azmmm ¢ffe mutabilem, & folvi in
humorem.” 7. e. ¢ Yhe Harth itfelf will afford
the greateft caufe for its own inundation: which
we {aid before was changesbic and reducible inio a
fluid. —Undare evgo terva debet—Incipiet ergo putref~
cerve, debine Zzzxczm ire in bumoremn, & affiduc tabe
defluere.” 4. e. ¢ It is neceflary that the Farth
fhould be as capable of wuwdulation as Water.—It
will therefore begin to puirify, and then pafs into 4
Sluid idlelf s and by a comtinual folution be abjolutely
liguated.”  And again, Chap. 30. ¢ Adjice nunc;
quod immanes [unt in abdito lacus, & ntultum maris
condiii, multum fluminuimn per operta labentinm. Un-
dique ergo erunt caufz diluvio, cum alie aque ﬁsz?z-
Sluunt terras, alice crcumfluunt, que din coercite Vin-
centy, &5 amnes amnibus jungent, paludibus Jeagna.
Omninm itunc mare ora fontium implebit, & majore
biatn folvet. Quemadmodum corpora noftra ad egeftuii
venter exhbaurit, quemadmodum eunt in f{udorem
vires ; itz tellus liquefiet, & afrzs catfis quiefcentibus,

intra fe, quo mergatur, inveniet.” i.e. ¢ Add to
B 3
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¢ this, thatthere are immenfe Lakes hidden from o
¢ eyes ; great part of the Sea alfo lies concealed, and
¢ there are many Rivers which flow in fecret. There
¢ will therefore be caules fufficient for a Deluge on all
< fides, fince fome Waters enter in under the earth,
¢ others {urreund 1it, which having been long re-
¢ ftrained fhall break out and overcome it, Rivers
¢ {hall join with Rivers, and Lakes with Marfhes.
¢ Then the Sea fhall fill the mouths of all Springs
¢ and Fountains, and loofen them to a great extent
¢ As the belly in emptying itfelf exbaufts our Bodies,
¢ as our vital ftrength turus into Sweat, {o the Earth
¢ fhall diffolve, and without the afliftance of other
¢ caules, fthall find within itfelf what thall drown it
AcrEEaBLY to this Defcription of the matter,

Lucian, or the Autbor of the Book de Dea Syria, in the
account he gives of the deluge, {ays, Mavre vdwp eyevorrs,
i, e. All things are become I ater,

So the P/feudo-Sibyll,
Towp st amavtx, %, UORTS WHVT CIrONELTE,
Water is all, and all Things are deftroyed by Water.

Lycophron writes thus:

Or nuasuve wesov opm3pnoos ~Bove,

Zny@ roex NeeCosv vouG By memmmmme—s

When Jove, in Tempefts raging, flormw’d the Earih,
He defld the Whole into minuteft Parts.

° Waere the Scholiaft, Ifi T=zeszes, expound
¢ ﬂps,m&ws by QILMLOY ETFOIVGEy UAUTERAUGE L and that very.
¢ properly, fince all Sforre was reduced into Sand, anc

° the hardeft Bodies in the Earth into fofz and rendsi
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{‘» So that at the deluge, in fuch State of Things, as
¢ Nonnus, in his Dionyfiaca (Lib. v1.) well obferves,

Kocu@r arocp@Gr sysvzro.
¢ The World was ummnade, or taken to pieces©.”

Philo-Fudeus, {peaking of the Deluge (Liber de A-
Drabamo, p- 279.) {ays, Ta pgn r2 wovt®® =g wiav
PUGHIY e voaTGR QYISO ERBILEY 0L, ‘That the Particles af
every thing were changed into the Nature of I ater.

Page 45. 1. uit — AnNoTHER obje&tion to the fozal
d{jafzftzmz of the earth during the Deluge, has been
drawn from the Adefaic defcrlpuon of the fituation of
Eden, and the names of the lands and rivers adjacent
thereto (Gen. 11. 10, &c.) as exifting under thofz ap-
pellations in the time of Mofes. Now it has been
argued, that if fuch Countries and Rivers, and fo
called, exifted in Adofes’s time; as did {oon after the
Creation of the World, then this part of the World was
not deftroyed during the deluge. Bui why there might
not have been Lands and Rivers {imilarly fituated,
and called after the fame Names after the Deluge, as
they were before, I fee no reafon, or rather great rea-
fon, why all fuch things thould be alike. For cer-
tain 1t is (as I have amply thewn above) that the Jame
Agents were employed in the Reformation of the
earth after the deluge, as were concerned in the firft
formation of it, 2nd alfo that they acted in the fame
manner, and under the fame direttion, and therefore
may reafonably be fuppofed to have produced the fame
Efject.  So that the Earth, with regard to the difpo/i-
tion of Land and Water, would be formed after the
deluge, much as it was before, and of confequence
the fituation of Countries, Rivers, &¢. would be a-

B 4
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likey and by the defcendents of Noab (who were acs
quainted with their former {ituations) would be called
after the fame Names.

Page 46. ). 24.—AND all flefb died that moved npon
the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of beaft, and
of every creeping thing that creepeth upen the earth, and
every mast. Al in whofe noftrils was the breath of life,
of all that was in the dry land, died. And every living
Jubflance was deftroyed, wbhich was upon the face of the
ground, both man, and cattle, and the creeping things,
and the fowl of the beavens and they were deftroyed froims
the earth : and Noab only remained alive, and they that
were with bim in the ark.

Tuis deftruction of the land animals for the fin of
man, may, at firft fight, feem to carry {fome reflec-
tion upon the wifldom and goodnefls of Gop, as a
tranfaltion unneceflary and unjuft. But certain it
is, that the Creator has full power to difpofe of his
creatures as he {fees beft; and however unaccountable
the difpeniation may appear to us, yet it will always
be confonant to the rules of Juftice and Mercy. And
in this cale 1t 1s manifeftly fo. For as thefe creatures
were made for the ufe and fervice of man, {o when
man was, 1n a manner, to be deftroyed, it was ne-
ceflary that they fhould perifh together with him, as
being of no farther Service : And not only this; but
had they been preferved alive (which muit have been
by a mofc extraordinary miracle) they would have
been fo very numerous after the flood, in comparifon
of the few human creatures, that they would have
defeated the very end for which they were made, by
overpowering and deftroying the {mall remnant of the
human race. So that it was #eceffary and proper that
they fhould be deftroyed, and begin again with man’s
re-beginning,
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Tue particular manner, in which the deftrution
of the brute creatures 1s notified, {ufficiently points
cut the Species that were to be deftroyed, viz. the
land awnimals only, as verfe 21. Al Flefb died that
MOVED UPON THE EARTH-—ALL Zbat WAS IN THE DRY
LAND, died—every living fubflance was deftioyed which
WAS UPON THE FACE OF THE GROUND, &oth man, and
cattle, and the creeping ihings, and the fowl of the
heaven., So that we may hence frirly conclude (efpe-
cially as Noabh was ordered only, Gen. vii. 2, 3, to
take pairs of the above {pecies into the ark, zo keep
feed alive upon ibe face of all the earth) that the fifh,
or the inbabitants of the waters were preferved alive,
without a miracle, in their own prover element. For
though the firft thock, when the fountains of the great
abyfs were broken up, was very terrible, and probably
deftroyed great numbers of them, yet as many might
have been preferved as deftroyed, as is commonly the
cafe in the moft tempeftuous motions of the fea.
And after this fArft fhock, we are told, the whole
proce{s was gradual, both the increafe and the de-
creafe of the waters, fo that with regard to any dan-
ger arifing from the agitations of the waters, they may
well be fuppoied to have been preferved. But it has
been further urged, that if they could furvive thefe,
yet the great mixture of terreftrial particles, when
the whole body of the earth was diffolved in the
waters, muft have produced f{uch noxious qualities,
that it was impoflible they fhould have out-lived this
injury, even in their own element. In anfwerto this,
it muit be obferved, that the earth was not totally
dificlved, or the mountains reduced to atoms, ’tiil
the waters had rifen to a vaft height above them
(lee p. 85.) So that there is no reafon for fuppoling
that the diffolved parts of the earth reached to the

furface of the waters; and even fuppofing that fome
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part of them did, yct it is a well known obfervation,
that in the molt turbid mixture of carth and water,
the earthy particles will {foon begin to deicend, and
the {urface become clear and limpid; and allo, that
in fuch turbid waters, the ffh naturally rife to the
top, which, in the cafe of the Deluge, would be
the moft advantageous {ituation poffible for them, as
the furface of the waters would abound with every
thing fuitable to their nourithment, as the carcaffes
of dead men and animals, and all forts of flying in-
fec¢ts; and the trunks of trees that {wam upon the

top would {erve for the fhelter of the Spawn and the
Fry.

Page 51. L. 1.—The waters reluined from off the earth
CONTINUALLY, or as tranflated in the margin, iz going
and returning, 1n flowing backwards and forwards, in
fluctuating here and there; for as the Airs began to
alcend before the Waters began to defcend, they would
of courfe impede, and in part drive back the waters,
and fo caufe a fluctuating or reverberating motion in
them; and by this means alfo, the waters would be
prevented from ruthing down too faft, and from tear-
ing the fhell of the earth too much. For had the a-
pertures into the Abyf{s been very large, and no im-
peding body to withf{tand the defcent of the waters, the
furiace of this earth would have been of a very different
form than what it is now. For inftead of the prefent
gentle vifings and fallings of hill and dale (all which were
made by the gradual retreat of the waters at the end of
the Flood, as will appearin the procefs of this Tradt)
the whole {urface of the land would have exhibited
the moft frightful and tremendous afpect of inacceffibl:
Precipices, broken Rocks, and unfatbomable Gulphs : and
the water that at prefent breaks out from Spring-
heads on the tops and fides of Mountains, inftead of
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fofﬂy gli&ing through the declining Vallies, would
have broken in direét falls and cataracts over our heads:
fo much depended upon the gradual defcent and retreat
of the Waters. And an Author, who was well ac-
quainted with the Subject 1 am writing on, {ays,
¢ The waters in their going down acted in the fame
manner as they did at the firf# Formation ;5 they form-
ed the Surface of the Earth (if one might ufe {fuch an
expreflion without offence) for zheir own ufe, and in
doing that formed it for cur ufe.” Hutchinfon’s Mofes’s
Principia, p. 106. And by this mutual and contrary
attion of the Air and Water, the body of the earth
would not only be preferved from being broken too
much, but the fafety of the Ark upon the face of the
Waters eafily accounted for, without having recourfe
to a Miracle, as fome have done. Forhow impetuous
foever the defcent of the Waters might otherwife have
been, yet the counter-ation of the afcending air would
certainly weaken its force ; and however violent the
effets of thefe two agents might have been upon the
body of the earth, yet it muft be remembered, that
the Ark went upon the face of the IVaters, and was at a
valt diftance from the Place wbhere this ation was:
and at the {urface of the Waters there might have been,
in a manner, a calm, or but a gentle luctuation; in
the fame manner as when Water is let out of a funnel,
or the orifice of a large and deep Vefiel, there is but
little motion or undulation at the Surface, however
violent and turbulent the effelts of the defcending wa-
ter, and alcending air, might be at the bottom. And
notwith{tanding, according to the prefent Tranflation
of the Bible, we are told, God made a Wind to pa/s
over the Earth; vyet this Wind could not be a2 com-
mon Wind, or an horizontal motion of the Air,
for that would have agitated the Waters more than
before ; and we are further told, the confequence
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of this wind was, that the Walers were affwaged,
or prevented from being rifen higher; a juft and na-
tural confequence of the interpretation of the Words,
as before given. Belides, Adofes, in his deicription
of the Deluge, is very particular in his Account of the
gradual incieafe and decreafe of the Waters, which gra-
dual operation would greatly tend to the prefervaticn
of the Ark. So that (notwithitanding all 1maginary
Storms and Tempefts, and an improper introduction
of the Deity) we may juftly credit what follows,

VERSE 4. And the Ak refted (in the feventh Month,
on the feventeenth Day of the Mouth) upon the Mountains
of Ararat. ,

[ Anp being fettled there was {afe from all fub/equent
perturbations and agitations of the Waters.]

Tue truth of this memorable event 1s teftified by
Chriftian, Fewifh, and Heathen Awtiquity, and by a
Tradition at prefent remaining among the Inhabitants
of the Country, as the rcader may lee at large, by
confulting the Univerfal Hiftlory, Vol.1. p. 239, &c.

Page 52. 1. 3.—VERSE 13. Aud it came 1o pafs in
the fix hundredth and firft year, in the firft inonth, the
Sirft day of the month, the waters were dried up frowm off
the -earth : and Noab vemoved the covering of the ark,
and looked, and bebeld the Face of the ground was dry.

VERSE 14. And in the fecond moith, on the feven and
twentieth day of the month, was the earth dried. |

Tuis verfe may feem a contradiction to the former:
but it is not. The drying wp of the IWaters from off the
Face of the Ground is one thing, and the drying, or
draining the body of the Earth trom the effeCts of the
Deluge, till all the fuperfiuous waters had returned
intc the Abyfs, 1s another. The firft would naturally
precede the latter ; and this latter might have been
(as is here rclated) near fwo Months after the former.
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Which by the by (efpecially if we include the time
from the firft appearance of the Mountains, which was
rwo Months before this) fhews, that there was time
fuficient, in a natural way, allowed for the production
of grafs and berbage over the face of the Earth, for the
nourithment of the animals that fhould come out of

the Ark.

Page #8. 1. 30. (as a Noste.)—There is mention
indeed made, Fofbua x. 13. of the Book of JAsHER,
and of the nvracle of zhe Sun’s flanding ftill upon
Gibeon, and the Moon in the Falley of Ajalon, being
recorded in it ;——~—1s #ot this written in the Book of
Fafber 2 And as this event happened {oon after
the death of AMpfes, fome have imagined that the
author of it muft have been at leaft coeval with Adofes,
and that the Book of 7a/ber muft have been of great
authority, as the Scripture itfelf refers.to it for evidence.
But, in fhort, if we confult the original, or even our

marginal verfion, there will be no doubt of the author
of the Book ; for what is tranflated, Iswnot ihis writtern

in the Book of JasHer ? is juitly rendered in the mar-
gin of our Bibles, Is not this written in the book of the
UericaT ? 1. e. in the word of God, 1n the frue au-~

thentic Copy, preferved in the Tbernacle, and ac-
knowledged by all the nation.

AnD had the Tranflators rendered the words for
Sun and Moon in the above paflage, according to the
{fenfe of the criginal, and according to common {enfe,
the light of the Sun, and the light of the Meon (as the

words really mean) the charge of falfe philofophy could
not have been brought againit Scripture. Butwe firlt

of all make miftakes ourfelves, and then wonder how
they came to be in the word of God. Mr. Pikein his
Philofophia Sacra, p. 44, &c. has undeniably {hewn,
that the words wnt and m* tranflated Sun and Adoor,
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really mean, in every pluce of Scripture where they oc-
cur, the folar light and the lunar light, and not the bo-
dies of the Sun and Moon. And with regard to the
paflage under confideration, he obferves thus; < I
conceive that the chief of this miftake arifes from quo-
ting the place imperfeizly. ’Tis ufually {aid thus,—
Does not Fofbua {ay, Sun fland thou f#ill ? and the next
words are generally dropp’d or forgotten: waereas it
runs thus,—3Sun fiand thou ftill in GipronN, and thou
Nioow in the Valley of Ajaron. Now 1 afk, was the
bouy of the Sun in Gibeon, or the body of the Moon in
. the Valley of .fjalon? Surely no: but the /Zght pro-

ceeaing from the Sun, and the Zghs refle€ted from the
Moon, were both zhere.  Fofbua therefore plainly
means not the dodies, but the /ghts of the Sun and
Moon here.” In the fame fenfe underftand the word
for Sunm in Pfalin xix. and the whole will be true phi-
lofophy.

Page So. ult. (as a Note)—Some have afked, 777by did
720 \INCAH convey dows 1o pofierily o true account of the De-
luge s as be was piefent ab the bevinuing and ending of it,
aiia jew the whole tranfaflion, he was certainly a wmere
proper Perfon iban NMoses, whe did wor live ’till fome
bundred of years after the cvent ? |

BuT fuch cbjectors feem not to rele& on the fitua-
tion cf Noab during the focd, namely, that Ae and
ail bis pamily were fhut up in the Ark, and if they had
reen i't:atncd on tne top of it, they could not have
icen to any very great diftance, at leaft could never
have known that the whole globe was covered and einvi-
voised with water : neither could they have judged of
the amazing quantity of water [ent at that time from the
z0yfs beneath 5 for though the water, in its paffage up-
wards, would naturally elevate the ark to whatever
height itfelf rofe, yer the perfons in it could not tell
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from whence it came, Or to what height it afcended:-
far lefs then cou’d they judge of tranfactions that paf-
fed av a i/l greater Depth below them, namely, the
deftruttion, diffolution, and re-confolidation of the whole
body of the earth; all which were effeGed denecarh the
waters, inicrutable to human eye, thought, or con-
clufion, unlefs enlightened by revelation: f{o that
Noab, though prefent during the event of the Flood,
was as ignorant (confidering his then fituation in a
natural light) of thefe great tranfactions, as any of
us at prefent can be, nay more {o, for our Opportu-
nities of {earching and examining the Earth, and
making dedultions therefrom, are greater than his
could be, and therefore he could not convey to us
that knowledge which himi{elf had not, unlefs he was
informed of it by Revelation, which indeed he was, as
I have proved already. And if it were proper to
cive Noab by {upernatural means, any information of
thefe things for his own and his family’s fake, cer-
tainly it was far more requifite that Adofes thould be
acquainted with them, who was to convey the know-

ledge of ithefe things, and allo {ome far more ufeful
truths, to all Pofterity. DEruT. XXX, 29.

Page 114. 1. 13.—THuE obfervations of the ingeni-
ous Dve. Derbam, in his Phyfico-Theology (Book 11.
chap. v.} on this Head, are well worth reciting ;
‘¢ "I'hat {prings have their origin from the fea [or [4-
tervanean waters, in the {enfe Dr. Plot underftands it,
in his Tentamen Philof. de origine Fontium, § 51. as Dr.
Derbam refers to that book for a farther difcuffion of
the fubjectj and not from rain and vapours, among;
many other ftrong reafons, 1 conclude from the per-
ennity of divers {prings, which always afford the fame
quantity of water. Of this fort there are many to be

found every where, |as may be feen in the above men-
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gioned Treatile of Dr. Ploz.] But I fhall, for an in-

fltance, {ingle out onein the parith of Upmnfa’er where
I live, as being very proper for my purpole, and one
that I have had better opportunities of making re-
marks upon above twenty years. ‘This in the greateﬂ:
droughts is little, 1f at all diminifhed, that § could
perceive by my eye, although the ponds all over the
country, and an adjoining brook, have been dry for
seany months together ; as particularly 1 the dry ium-
mer months of the year 1705.  And 1n the wetteft
feafons, fuch as the fummer and other months were
preceding the violent ftorm in NVevember. 1703. (via.
Philef. Tranf. No. 289.) I {ay, i fuci: wer {eafons
I have not oblerved any increment of 1ts {iream,
excepting only for violent rains falling therein, or
running down from the higher lands into it, wnich
difcoloureth the waters oftentimes, and muises an
increafe of only a day’s, or fometimes but a few
an hour’s continuance.  But now, 1f this {pring had
s origin {rom rain and vapours, therc would be an
increafe and decreale of thie one, as there thould hap-
pen to be of the other : as altually 1t is in fuch zem-
peraiy ¢ dprings, as have undoubtedly their fource
FrOM rain and vapours.”

“«« But belides chis, another confiderable t hlng 1
chis Upminfler {pring (and thoulands of others® is, that
it breaks out of {fo mconliderable an hillock or emi-
nence of ground, that can have no more influence 1n
ihe unm.._n[ tion of the vapours or ftopping the clouds

r b

O this md wasthe S ox Hater that {upplied the Brook
Coodod mentioned 1 Aoms svie 70 whaeh at the begmning of a
oroat bonelit  contequent of a prophecy of Elyjal, thay there frould
be netther deco nor racn for fome years: was dried up s And it came Lo
sy ajter a wlale, that the Brook dried up, becawfe there had been no
coen o the dand. Dat all thas iume thicie were other '}/)}inﬁi and
Foonrens, as appears from what s fardy, © Aangs xvan, 5.
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Page 275. 1. ult. Awp this confideration, that z5¢
gravity of bodies was lgfs during the flood than before
or fince, will ferve to remove another difficulty which
hath been thought to attend-the Affair of the De-
luge, viz. How it caine to pafs that fhells, and corals,
efpecially fuch as are called pelagiee, or thofe that live
and grow only at the bottoms of the deepeft feas, fhonld
be now found upon the tops and in the bodies of the bigh-
eft mountains, even [uch as arve al the greateft diftance
from any fea, whereas if the ocean itfelf were to be einp-
lied out upon the earth, it would never carry thele heavy
bodies with it to fo great a diffance.

In anfwer to which objeftion I would firft obferve,
as proved above, that the gravities of bodies were cer-
tainly /efs during the flood than fince ; which is more-
over evident from the manner in which thefe bodies
lye in the ftrata; it being not uncommon to find one

- particular {pecies of fhells or corals, or even a row
of fingle fhells, running parallel, or keeping the {ame
depth with the ftratum in which they are found
throughout the extent of a whole country, or as far
as the ftratum itfelf continues; which is a plain proof
that thefe fhells {fettled together with the diffolved
parts of the ftratum ; and of confequence were before
fo light as to be buoyed together with that in the
fame medium.

AnD with refpe&t to the conveyance of thefe bodies
irom their original beds to the places where they are
.now found, it muft be remembered, that not only
the ocean, but the Abyfs itlelf was emptied out upon
the furface of the earth: and as the Abyfs lies beneath
the ocean, and came out through the apertures in the
bottom of That, in order to cover the earth, it
would neceflarily bring along with 1t all {uch bodies
as lay loofe near thofe apertures, and were buoyable

in water, and carry them to the greateft diftance it
ielf was carried.

+

D
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Axp what would farther tend to the more eafy
conveyance of thefe bodies would be, that as there
was a central nucleus or a globe of loofe terreftrial
matter at the center of the primitive earth (as is evi-
dent from the Mo/faic defcription of the formation of
that earth, p. 64, &c.©}) and as this globe confifted
of nothing but lax incoherent matter, fo, as the
waters came out of the Abyfs, and the air occupied
it’s place, this globe would naturally be broken to
pieces; and the Parts thereof being diffeminated
through the water, and coming up along with it
through the apertures of the {eas, would drive away
before it all loofe bodies, fuch as fhelis, corals, |
bones, &c. that lay near thofe apertures, and alfo
whatever land-produdtions that were of a light na-
ture 1t might accidentally meet with 1n 1ts pafiage,
and [catter them over the whole face of the earth.

e e e A e e W a i e —mT—— J—
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¢ Befidesy; we are exprefsly told, Gen. 1. 1o, That there were
Seas 1n the ante-diluvian earth 3 there were alfo Rivers (Gen. 11.
10.) and Mountains (Gen. vii. 20.) and of conlequence Vallies,
which are only the intervals between mountains, and without
which mountains cannot be.  The Truth of which reprefen- |
tation 1s alfo {ufficiently evidenced by the remains of the pro- |
duéts of the ante-diluvian earth now found buried in this. There
are foffll fhells, the fith of which live and grow only 1n the fez;
there are other fhells that could be found only in river-water ;
and there are foffil plants now found that naturally grow only |
upon mouniains ; and others that germinate only in vallies. From
whence 1t is very cvident, that the extcrnal form of the ante- |
diluvian earth was much the fame as the prefent, diverfified |
into {cas, rivers. mountains, vallics, &c. and from what is
{faid page 23, &c. the {feas, nivers, &c. were in the {ame §
{fituation, with regard to themfclves, in the one earth as in the
other. Now if the external form of the two earths were alike, §
there is no rcafon to imagine that the nternal was not ; at lezlt
with refpeft to the point in queftion, the exiftence of the
central nucleus, which I have alrecady fhewn was no more than
the Confequence of the furface of the earth being torn and
broken into hollows and channels for {eas, rivers, vallies, &ec.
and the matter that béfore filled up thefe hollows being placed
~at the center,
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So that it is no wonder that we find fuch a ftrange
confufion of things as fea and land animals, corals,
and corallines, of far diftant places, lying in one and
the fame bed; and in particular that the pelagice
fhells thould bc now found in the moft inland parts;
for as thele fhells 1:1 at the bottom of the fea, they
would be fubject and expofed to the firft and moft
violent irruption of the Iubrerranean waters, and be
carricd by them over the face of the whole earth.
And as it is well known (which has furpuzed many
foffilifts) that we find a far greater number of thells
of the pelagice kind than any cther now buried in the

carth, {o it is hence evident that all recourfe to partml

loods, or accidental inundations of particular feas
(fuppoﬁncr fuch to have been) can never folve thefe
phenomena ; and nothing but an irruption of the
(ubtervancan Le;czz'er.r, and thoroucrh wathing and clean{-
ing of the smmenfe bafon of the ¢ ocean, and the ottoins
of all the [eas by thefe waters, can account for thefe
extraordinary and extenfive («ﬁfﬁj.

I may here _]Uﬁ: add that, notwithftanding the fea
and all its various produ&mns were thrown out upon
the land, yet the land and its produéts were not
thrown into the fea: the earth was not diffolved, till
the waters had rifen to the higheft and all was
calm and quiet; fo that the mineral and metallic
parts of the globe, though reduced to their primo-
oenial atoms, and Vegetables and thelr {feeds though
ﬂoatmﬂ‘ in the waters, did not move far ﬁdeways
but pxmc1pally afcended upwards and fettled down
again, in or near the {ame places from whlrh they
“were before affumed. So that the waters, 1n their
retreat into the Abyfs, would have much the fame
kind of earth to aét upon at the end of the Deluge
as they had at the beginning of the creation, and as
they acted in both cales in thé fame manner and un-

der the fame dire¢tion, the two earths would be alike.
D 2
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But it has been farther afked, How. came it to
pafs, that the bardeft rocks and the Jolid firata of the
earth fhould be diffolved, and yet [uch tender [ubfiances,
as fbells, bones, teeth, and even plants, fbould preferve
their texture and remain uninjuved duving the Deluge ¢

In anfwer to which I would firft obferve, that the

matter of factis indifputable, the former were diffolv- :
ed, and the latter were not; as the whole body of the |

- — T memr — e o T e S g i F T BTy TSy By i B ——————r— .y m —
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earth proves to a demonftration. The impreffion of

the molt curioufly engraved {eal in wax cannot evi-
dence the once liquid ftate of the wax more than the

exalt delineation of the fibres of the moft tender:

plant in ftone proves the diffolution of the ftone : it
1s impofiible that ftone, unlefs it were foft and fluid,
could receive the 1mpre{ﬁon of a plant, and 1mpofﬁble

|

that the plant, unlefs it preferved its form and texture .
entire, could give {uch an impreffion. And as thefe

impreflions are found in the hardeft rocks and firmeft

ftrata throughout the whole body of the earth, {o the

matter of fact is undeniable, and on this alone my
arguments are founded. And therefore their force
would not be invalidated if no other {olution to this:
difficulty ceuld be given. But I fhall endeavour to:

proceed farther in the difquifition of this {fubject.

WHEN indeed we view the immenie ftrata of the.
earth, or confider the fize and hardnefs of a fingle
rock, it appears {carce credible that that rock ﬂlould

have been diffolved and a tender plant preferved en-
tire in the infide of it. And yet of this we have ma-
ny {imilar inftances in the world. Certain 1t is th'v'
immenf{e maffes of ice frequently contain within them|
a vaft variety of bodies, fuch as fhells, corals, bones,
vegetables, &c. and the impreflion of thefe bodies are
as exquifitely delineated 1n the ice, as the forms of the
fame bodies are frequently found to be in the hardcft
{ftone. Both {ubftances, therefore, that include theic

bodies, were once in an equal ftate of fluidity, and yer

|
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the dodies included in neither cafe deftroyed nor injured.
Now let us {fuppofe the ice to be expofed to the infiu-
ence of the Sun’s rays; in which cafe the ation of the
cold air, which had hardened and congealed the wa-
ter, would be taken off, and the frozen mafs, by the
penetration of the particles of light, be foon reduced
to it’s original element ; and yer the bodies included
would remain whole and entire.

To enlarge the reader’s idea, let him caft his eye
over a map of the earth and view the frigid Zones,
or thofe immenie tracts in the ocean which are frozen
at times or throughout the whole year; and let him
fuppofe the action of /light to prevail there, how {oon
would the whole be reduced to atoms or fluidity 2 and
yet the fineft fhell or moft tender vegetable fubftance,
even a leaf, would not be injured by fuch a diffolution.
Now as ice 1s barder than plants, thisisa plain inftance
that, according to the prefent courfe of nature, one
and the fame agent may diffolve a hard and firm body,
~even of great cxtent and magnitude, without injuring
thofe that are {fmaller, of a finer and more delicate
conftruction. Nay, what may be thought more to
the purpofe, it is well known that, in cafe of light-
ning, the action of light will penetrate, tear afunder,
and diffolve the parts of the hardeft and moft {olid bo-
dies, without injuring thofe of a more {foft and pliable
texture, though it has had a free paffage through them.

Anp fuch alfo is the cafe of the a&iion of the air up-
on different bodies. Such {ubftances as naturally ad-
mit a free and eafy paflfage to the air, will not be in-
jured by the penetration of that Agent; whereas thofe
that refift 1t’s force, and the more they refift, 7. e. the
ftronger, firmer, and fner their confitituent particles
are, the more extenfive will the diffolution be upon
the feparation of their particles by the permeation of
that Agent. And {uch was the cafe at the time of the
Deluge. In order that a way might be opened for



[ 54 ]

Lhe afcent of the {ubterranean water over the furface of
the earth, we are told, Gen. vii. 11. That the foun-
tcins of the great A&yﬁ were broken up, 1. e. the fides
of thofe paffages or cavities, through which Jprings and
Jounteins veceived their fupplies in the ante-diluvian
earth, were widen’d and thrown open upwards, and
by this means the fhell of the earth, defiroyed, or bro-
ken and fhattered in a vat number of places. Butin
order that the earth might be diffolved (and the evidence
both of the deftrutzion and diffoluticn remain to all fu-
ture generations) we are told, ver. 11. (fee p. 40. of

the trcatlﬂ,) that the paffages of the airs were allo opened,

7. e. the fmaller cracks and crevices in the f{irata of

ftone, &c. through which aér only can pafs, were o-
*’;f’fzed and dlﬂended and the air pafled freely through
every pore and between every atom of {tone, &c. and
fo the whole earth was really 4 _ﬁaZ ed or reduced to
it’s original, flwid, chaotic ftate.’ That the air has a
free pc..ffage through the cracks and pmes of moft {orts
of ftone, no one will deny, and that it can pafs through
all, andeven the hardeft of metals, iswell known to thofe.
who are acquainted with the nature of thefe bodies.—
F for inftance (to mention but one exPerlment, which
may illuftrate the fubjet T am upon in other refpeéts)
iron or copper be diffolved by aqua fortis, a prodigi-
ous quantity of zir-bubbles arife from the decompofi-
tion of the metals, and if this experiment be perform-
ed under an ex hauﬁed receiver, the appearance of the
air-bubbles is greatly increafed : and that this air was
included in the pores of the metal, and fet at liberty
by the diffolution cf the metallic Dodzec; 1s evident
irom hence, becaufe aqua fortis by it’s felf will yield
no fuch appearance under the air-pump. Now if we

fuppofe the pores of all mineral and metallic bodies to
be opencd wider than they are naturally, and even {o
far, ‘or extenfively, as that the air fhould pafs freely
between every atom of ﬁone, &ec. how would this in-

—_—— —_—r— —— —_
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jure or hurt the parts of a plant or animael? The air

had a free and ealy paffage through them before, much
freer than it had through any fort of ftone or metal ;
and therefore fuch an execution as this againft the fo/id
body of the earth would not affeft them ; not to men-
tion they were not intended to be 1n the execution.

Besipes; the fexture of plants and animals would
oreatly tend to their prefervation. It is well known
that they confilt of fibres or flringy parts, which are
complicated, twilted and tied together ; and thefe fi-
bres conftitute the fides of vefiels or tubes, through
which not only air but a much groffer fluid [the fap
in vegetables, blood, &c. 1n animals] together with
that pafs mofl freely. But the parts of flone have no
{uch tie or connection, or any {uch eafy, regular chan-
nels for the admiffion and permiffion of air: their con-
ftituent principles {feem to be joined together only by a
juxta-pofition or application of plane or {pherical fur-
faces one to another: whereas the primogenial parts
of plants and animals, by the flri¢t union and compli-
cated toughnels of thef{e bodies, are in all probability
linked together in a great variety of directions.

To all which confiderations we may add that plants
and animals are fo {mall and light in themfielves, and
fo eafily {ufceptible of motion any way, efpecially when
Awimming in a fluid that could buoy them up (as was
the cafe at the time of the deluge) that they would
make no refiftance to the force of the agents (the wind
and the water) that difiolvea the folid and r¢/iffing body
of the earth, but would be readily driven, this way or
that, as the currents of each conveyed them. So that
though plants and animals, with regard to what we
call the Life of them, would be deffreyed, at leafk
thofe that remained immerfed in the earth during the
deluge, yet their parts would not be diffolved, or their
texture reduced to atoms ; for the [maliizefs, porc/ity,
Plighility, and toughnefs of their parts would all confpire
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towards preferving them during the moft violent effedts
of that cataltrophe.
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Page 279. 1. 8.—CEerTAIN then it 1s that this whole
earth has been deftroyéd, all the fohd ftrulture of it
unhinged, broken to pieces, and reduced to it’s ori-
ainal loofe chaotic ftate, and afterwards formed anew
into it’s prefent folid, beautiful, and convenient fhape,
Effelts thefe {o great! that they could never have
happened of themfelves, never have been the perform- |
ance of blind inanimate matter. Matter cannot even [
deftroy itfelf, much lefs, when deftroyed, form itfelf '
anew. Lhefe tranfations therefore muft have been:
effeCted by a Being fuperior to all the Powers of Na-
ture : and they carry in themfelves fuch evident marks |
of Wifdom, Power, Goodnefs and Fuftice, that they notf
only prove that there is a GOD, but that HEe coverns'
the World,—that /7 1s his Greatef‘t deteftation, and o
life of fczz'z‘é) and wighieoufnefs “the only recommendation
to his favour, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noab being warn- .
ed of God of things not [feen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the faving of bis boufe, by the which be.
condemned the world, and became beir of the ngbzeaafmﬂ
which is by faith.

Trvus does the Book of Nature lead to the Book of
GOD, and the one bears witnels to the truth of the
other, not only with refpect to it’s philofophy but even.
\ws divinily.

I couvip wifh therefore that all fearchers into nature,.
eipecially thole who examine the fubterranean king-
dom, and are fo anxious, and at fo much pains, ex-
pence, and difficulty, to procure the productions there-
of, would confider thefe two particulars, and makea

wbt ufe of their labours and {tudies. '

Tt is at prefent too fafthionable a cuftom with foffi-
lifts to admire the external beauties of their curiofities,

and to place them with great care and art in their ca-
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binets, with no other view, than to exhibit them to
the ignorant as a raree-fhow. Poor amulement to a -
rational mind! an employment quite unworthy the
dignity of a philofopher, "who may draw {o many and
iuch advantageous truths from his {ubterranean re-

' {EJI'Chea

Ir the medalift can creep but half way to the time

of the Deluge, and can prove from his collection the

exiftence of a Cefar or Alexander, he thinks he rifes
high in antiquity, and has made fome noble difcovery.

But haw wvaftly {uperior to him is the foffilift? I
have fully {fhewn, that all the works of the artificers
in drafs, iron, flone, &c. were diffolved at the time of
the Deluge, and that the knowledge of their arts were
not recovered, or at leaft in creneral applied, ’till long
after the flood. So that the medalift muft be content
to make his obfervations upon things and 1mpreﬁions,
that had not an exiftence when the imprimatures of

the ante-diluvian animal and vegetable bodies were
tormed in the {olid rock all over the earth.

Neitucr do the foffil religuie of plants and animals
by any means yield 1n elegancy and exaétnefs to the
medalic infignatures; nay they far exceed them, for
they e exhibit not 01‘11y the precife figure and due fize,
but the very bodies themielves are moft exqulﬁte;y

pteﬂ,rved whereas in medalic impreflions the form
1s contracted and the likenefs imagined.—¢¢ Thefe

foflil bodies then (fays the author of Speifacle dela Na-
ture, Vol.llL. p. 415.) {o {eemingly ufclefs, do {peak

demonitration to our {enfes, and are a language which
1s underftood by the moft commen capamtlea, having
been appointed by Providence as {o many ﬂ:andmr‘
monuments of the moft remarkable of all tranfa&mns,

and are with regard to the b;for_y of Mofes the {fame as

Voila ({ays another
French writer, Hiff. de ' Acad. Roy. 1710. p. 28.) des

nouvelles efpeces des medailles, dont les dates font &5 fans
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comparaifon plus anciennes, & plus imporiantes, {5 plus

fures, que celles des toutes les medailles Grecques & Ro-
HAznes.

Acaixn ; certain it 1s that the works of Gobp are |

contrived and executed by the utmoft wiidom, and
tor the moft noble and ufeful purpofes. And yet 1f
we look into the earth, we fhall {ee a ftrange diitri-
bution of things, an appearance quite contrary to all
order and regularity, propricty or utlity. 1If we vific
the tops of the higheit mountains, and examine the
ftate of things juft “under the turf, at leaft in fuch as
are boggy and morafly, we fhall find a vaft variety of
perithed vegetables, of {fuch kinds or {pecies as at pre-
fent are not known (in their natural ftate) to the inhabi-
tants of the countries where they are difcovered. 1If we
examine the infide of the earth, inftead of finding things
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peculiar to the land or it’s internal conftitution, we

fhall there difcover, even at the lowelt depths, 2be fpoils
of the oceanr in great abundance, together with a vaft

- e ——-— = =

variety of « aimal and vegetable bodies that can live and

orow only upon the furface of the earth. And what
is farther remarkable, in many places, only parts of
thele bodies, trunks of trees and leaves of plants with-
out roots or branches, teeth of fithes withour jaws,
amd bones without any bodies to fupport them; and
zil thefe fo clolely fixed to and completely circum-
ienbed by the fohd rock, as to fhew that they could
neves have been of any uie to any creature where they

are found, neither cculd they ever have increafed to-
....ompluc forms. ‘Then as for thofe that are complete

ra their fhapes, and carry evi ident marks of having been
once living creafures, 1t is equally furprizing for what
¢nd or purpofe they could be laid there, or why a {et
of beings, that invariably purfue the will of their Cre-
ztor, or could not poffibly offend him, fhould be de-
txoyed in fuch amazing mulritudes, that {everal whole
-Cies feem to have been buried alive in the earth, —

3

4
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Thefe ftrange, firtking phanomena certainly deferve
the notice and call for the examination, not only of
the pbilofopber, but even of the divizne.

Now it is an allowed cafe that #ature, 1. e. the Au-
thor of nature, docs nothing in vain. It therefore be-
hoves the philofopher to fhew this, and to {olve ali
appearances to the contrary. And, 1in the article un-
der confideration, it appears, I hope, from the fore-
going treatife, that nothing but the fuppofition of the
univerfal Deluge can aniwer thefe phanomena, and
that That in every refpect is equivalent to them and

therefore we may fairly conclude the reality of fuchan
event.

Axp with regard to divinity 3 it ts a certain truth,
that the natural world never {uffered, unlefs the /piri-
tual or moral had firlt offended. It cannot be {fuppofed
that Gop would fall out with {enfelefs inanimare mat-
ter, that operates mechanically, or punifh the brute
creation on thelr own account, that unvariably purfue
the rules und inftinéls he has prefcribed them. If there-
fore either of thefe {uiter, or the ftate and condition of
either be altered, at leaft from better to worfe, it muft
be on account of that Being, for whofe falce they were
at firft made, and for whole weltare they are flill con-
tinucd in exiftence.  And when they can be no Jonger
of any {ervice to man (for whofe ufe they were originaily

formed) 1t would be needlefs to preferve them alive.

If therefore man, or the whole {pecies of the human

ace, except a few righteous, fhould in fuch amanner
oifend their Maker as to deferve a total extirpation; it

would be but requifite that the brute creation fhould
perilh together with them, or at leaft the far greater
part of them, left at the renewal of the world the {imall
remnant of the human race fhould be cvercome by
thole very creatures that were made for their benefit.
And the manner in which they were deftroyed, and the
diftributicn of their bodies or bones after, indicate the
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wwifdoin and goodnefs of that Gop, who 7% /udgmem‘ al.l
ways remembers mercy 5 for by burymg of them in the -
earth, efpecially in the mof? folid parts (which are of th
greateft fervice to man, and therefore are daily dug ang
broucrht up to light) they are, and will remain, to eacl
fucceedmg race of men as an evident proof of the truth
of the deftru&ion and of the wrath of Gop againft:
world of {inners; {o that though dead they {till fpeak ml
the lively oracles of Gop and in the book of nature, |
Tue certainty that tbis globe has been deftroyed &y o
Jflood of water may {erve, not only as an argument againft
the eternityand innutability of nature, but alio to convine
us of another fcripiural truth, that it will be deftroy edt
by fire, 2 Pet.ii1. 10. To an undif{cerning eye there ax
as few marks of fiic in the earth, as there were of a Sub-
terranean Aby(s of waters to the ante-diluvian {coffers,
And the General conflagration {eems at prefent as in-
credible, “and is as much ridiculed, as the Deluge was
before 1t happened. And though Gob could confum
the whole world, 1f he pleafed, by the blaft of hi
mouth, yet he hath {o conitructed the earth, and ftored
it with fuch combuitible materials, as coal, fulphur,
bitumcn, {5c. as to afford us fom\... kind of pre-figni
fication of 1t’s final-deftruction by fire. And this even
n_emed fo probable 1n the opinion of an heathen phi-
iofopher, who had carefully examined the internal
{ftructure of the earth, that be wondered it bhad not com
fo paofs ages aroy for PZz}zy in his fecond book of Nat

....f:',?mf,, “cha ap. cvi. cvil. alter having given an account,
of fome fery mountains zmd other parts of the ﬁ"‘l[h"
that are the feats and fources of fire, makes this ]E
Hection: ¢ Seeing, then, this element is fo flmtfuh
that it brings forth itfelf, and multiplies and increafes'
from the lealt {parks, what are we to expeét from fo!
many fires already kmdlc—:d on the earth? How does
nature feed and farlsfy fo deveuring an element, 2nd:

fuch a great voracity throughout all the world, With
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out lofs or diminution of herfelf 7 Add to thefe fires
we have mentioned the ftars and the great f{un; then
“all the fires made for human ules ; ﬁre in {tones, in
wood, in clouds, and in thunder. So that it exceeds
all miracles, that one day fhould pafs without fetting the
qwhole world on fives excedit profefio ommia miracila,
bl diem fuifle quo non cunéia conflagravent.”

But why need 1 mention one or fwo {cripture phi-
lofophical truths only, as verified by 2ke narural flote
of the ecarth ? I have already fhewn, that the Mofuic
accosnt of the manner in which the whele earth was at
firft formed, together awith the powers of the beavens or
airs, and the manncr in which it was deflroved and re-
formed at the time of the Deluge, are philofophically
juft and literally true: and thercfore that the biblical
philefophy is {trictly confiftent with nature. And {e-
veral realons may be given why it ought to be {o.

Firft, Becaule When Mo/es wrote, the world was
wholly given to idolatiy, and this icdolatry confifted in
the worfhip of the heavens, earth, &'c.--—1be fun,
the moon, and the [lars, mzd all the beft of them,
and of no other god or gods (except the true) do
we ever read throughout the Gld Teitament. Now
the moft likely and effectual way to deftroy this
idolatry would be, to reweal a true [yflem of nature—
to declare that the heavens were c¢reated (and {o not
Gop)—to thew how, {tep by itep they were forimed
Into a inachine for the jervice of man; and therefore
that man ought not to be {fublervient or pay adoration
tothem; and 1o omit declaring this, would be to leave
and encourage men in their idolatries: efpecially, if
any account of nature was given in the Bible ; and as
fuch 1s undeniably laid down principally, in ‘the firft

chapter of Genefis, that mulft undoubtedly be true.

Seccndly, Befides, was not the Bible written for 2bis
acge, as well as thofe in which the writers of it livea

‘Nay, was it not written for, and therefore 1s to con-
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tinue 0, all ages ’—Did not the Spirit of truth (ia|
whole fight a thoufand years are bit as one day) very
well know, that certain felf-{ufficient mortals woulg!
rife up fafter his révelation was delivered and fealed)
contradict his word, difpute his philofophy, and pre.|
fume to give a fyltem of nature out of their own!
brains; when 1t was as much, or rather more 1mprac.|
ticable for them to give the true one, than it would be!
for a man—who had never {een a Wwatch, or any ma. Il
chine Like 1t, and was utterly ignorant of the move.!
ments within—to account for the motion of the hand,
1n 1t’s regular circult, round the dial-plate? Did no
the Spirit of truth, I {ay, kncw all this? And would
not his goodnefs prompt him, and his veracity induce
him, to reveal a true {yftem of nature 3 that thofe who
had humility to own that Gop alone could give an ac-
count of his works, and were willing to {earch his;
word for that inftruétion, fhould there find the in-
eftimable treafure 7. And as Gop bhas vouchfafed to
to give an account, who will prefuine to affirm that|
that account 1s untrue, or accommodated to the cur- |
rent, though falle, opinions of the times?

T hirdly, ¢ To {fuppofe the Divine Being (fays Mr,
Pike in his Philefophic Sceva, p. 12.) to conform him-
felf in his word to bare outward appearances, or to the
falfe apprehenfions of the vulgar, is fuch a fuppofition
as we will not admitin any other cafe. The allufions
and references of {cripture to Aiflory or geography and
the like we maintain to be juft and exactly true, and
look upon ourielves as bound to believe and maintain
the biffory as well as the theolcgy of revelation; and
why then fhould we not for the fame reafon account
ourfelves obliged to maintain, that there i1s no miftake
or mifreprefentation in it’s defcriptions of and referen-
ces to natural things 2”

fourthbly, ¢¢ There are many philofophical paffages,
that cannot be regularly explained as conformed to
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-outward appearance, or the opinions of men. Wit-
“nefs the Mofaic account of the creation and formatior

~of all things. Can any one affirm that the firft chap-

ter of the Bible 1s built upon a falfe hypothefis, or ac-
commodated to vulgar apprehenfions ? And if it be
not true either in appecarance, or in reality, I fee not

how it can be true in any re{pect.”

Fifthly, ¢ We mulft not {uppole the word of Gobp to

~{peak falle in any cale whatloever. 15 biflory, it’s chio-

nology, and i£’s philofophy muit be in fact as true as i£’s

‘E;.C’Ed@g)’- If we fuppOfE any part of the divine word

to be erroneous, this {o far thakes the authority of all
the reft. And as Gobp knows all things perfectly, we
muft believe him the fittelt to give us an account of his
works as well as of his natere.”

Sixthly, ¢ There 1sa neceffary connection between thé

knowledge of natural and fpiritual things ; fince {crip-

ture conitantly, or at leaft very frequently, refers our
thoughts to narural 1deas, in order. to illuflrate {piri-
tual truths.  And for this reafon it appears to be of
fome confiderable i1mportance, that the natural ideas
referred to be {tri¢tly jult and true, in order to be a
proper foundation for a right conception and repre-
{entation of divine matters.”

Or, as Mr. Spearmaon (in his Enguiry aftcr Philofo-

. Phy and Theology, p. 254.) has mott judicioully {tated

I
r
E
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this cafe : “¢ When the fenfes have aclted upon any
material natural object, what they take in and retain
by that altion is the inward feinfe or idea of the thing;
and the knowledge we gain by {uch repeated adls of

‘the fenfes upon nature and her operations 1s nalural

know:’edge or phyfics. When we make ufe of thele na-
tural and acquired ideas to help us toideas of {piritual

things, the knowledge we, by thefe means, gain of

Gop and his operations 1s fuper-natural knowledge or
metaphyfics : and fo by things that are vifible within the
reach of our {enfes, and which we can underfland, we
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are led to the knowledge of things which are -invifi Ne, e
without the reach of our fenfes, and which we could‘_;
not otherwife underftand.r It is agreed, that we have"a
no innate ideas ; and that nothing can be in the un{~
derftanding; but what comes in by the fenfes. We
therefore cither can have no ideas of Gop and fplrlthul[ |
things, or we muit take thent in by our {enfes. Bur -
our {enfes cannot alt immediately upon {piritual ob
jects, becaufe they are not the objects of our {enfes; -
therefore we muft have our ideas of {piritual and in
vifible things from natural and vifible things. Buw
natural and vifible things can' give us no ideas of {pi.
ritual and invifible thmgs, unlefs they bear fome ana-
logy to them, arve the fimulacra or images of lbem
And if they be the images of them, they muft have
been (o created and framed by Gop the Creator, arnd
20 this very end, and with this very defign : for nothmrt
could be created by infinite wifdom but with fore
knowiedge and defign. And fince we find in thg
fcriptures Gop and {piritual things reprefented to ug
under the ideas and names of vifible and fenfibl
things, it is a demonltration n 1tfelf that Gor
iramed them to reprefent himielf, and what he pre|
intended to reveal of himfielf and his ways to man.
kind.”

So that we may well fay with Tu/ly from Platy,
Necefle eft bunc mundum, quem ceirniimus, finulacyuin eff
cternum alicujus eterni. It cannot be but thal thi
world, which is vifible to us, fhould be a flanding Hpj
o reprefentation of fomelbing eternal,

i p——

e

' As Rowm. 1. 19. That which may be known of God s manife/! among
men ; for God himfelf eparipwes hath thewed it wnto them. [ hatl
manifefled 1t 5 far otherwﬂc 1t could necver have been known.,
Tae, for [Inafmuch as | the wuifible things of him from the creatio
of the world are clearly feen, being wnderflood by the t}zwg5 Lhat a

made, [ vifibles bn....mg made fubfhtutcs for invifibles} euen
eternal power and Gedhead.
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Page 2%5. L. ult. Awp this confideration, that 5
oravity of bodies was lefs during the flood than before
or fince, will {erve to remove another difficulty which

hath been thought to attend the Affair of the De-
luge, viz. How it céme to pafs that fbellsy and corals,

“efpecially fuch as are called pelagies, or thofe that livé
“and grow only at the bottomns of the deepeft feas, fhould
be now found upon the tops and in the bodies of the bigh-

ot mountains, even [uch as.are at the greateft diffance

from any fea; whereas if the ocean itfelf were to be emp-

“tied out vpon the earth, it wonld never carry thefe heavy

bodies with it to fv great a diffance.

In anfwer to which objeétion I would firft obferve,

as proved above, that the gravities of bodies were cer-

tainly /e/s during the flood than {ince; which i1s more-

over evident from the manner in which thefe bodies’

- lye in the ftrata; it being not uncommon to find oné

particular {pecies of fhells or corals, or even a row
of fingle fhells, running parallel, or keeping the famé
depth with the f{itratum in which they are found
throughout the extent of a whole country, or as far
as the ftratum itfelf continues; which is a plain ptoof
that thefe fhells fettled together with the diflolved
parts of the ftratum; and of confequence were beforé
o ight as to be buoyed together with that in the
fame medium. -
Anp with refpeét to the conveyance of thefe bodies
rom their original beds to the places where they are
now found, it muft be remembered, that not only
the ocean, butthe Abyf{s itfelf was emptied out tiporni
the furface of the earth: and as the Aby{s lies beneath

- the ocean, and came out through the apertures in the

]
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- {elf was carried.,

bottom of That, in order to cover the earth; it
would neceflarily bring along with it all fuch bodies
as lay loofe near thofe apertures, and were buoyablé
in water,” and carry them to the greateft diftance it~

D
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Axp what would farther tend to the more eafy
conveyance of thefe bodies would be, that as there]
was a central nucleus or a globe of loofe terreftrial
matter at the center of the primitive earth (as is evi.|
dent from the Mo/aic defcription of the formation of!
that earth, p. 64, &c.) and as this globe confifted|
of n 0*hmg but lax incoherent matter, {o, as the
waters came out of the Abyfs, and the air occupied
it’s place, this globe would naturally be broken to,
pleces; and the Parts thercof being (:11f?[citmmatedI
through the water, and coming up along with it
throuwh the apertures of the ft”lS, would drive away|
before it all loofe bodies, fuch as fthells, corals|
bones, &c. that lay near thofe apertures, and alfo
whatever land-productions that were of a light na
ture it might accidentally meet with 1n 1ts paﬁaﬂ'e,
and {catter them over the whole face of the earth.

i ¥

© Befides, we are exprefsly told, Gen. 1. 10. That there were
Seas 1n the ante-diluvian earth ; there were al{io Rivers (Gen. 1.
10.) and Mountains (Gen. vii. zo.) and of conlequence Vallx
which are only the intervals between mountains, and without
‘which mountains cannot be.  The Truth of which reprefen.
tation 1s alfo {ufhiciently evidenced by the romains of the pre
dufls of the ante-diluvian earth now {found buried 1n this. Ther
are foffil fells, the fith of which live and grow only in the feail
there are other {hells that could be found only 1n rwer-water;
and therc are foffil plants now found that natu1ally grow onlyg
upon ?:uozmm:m, and others that germinate only 1n vallies. From}
whence 1t 1s very evident, that the external form of the antey
diluvian earth was much the {fame as the prefent, dwelﬁﬁed
into {eas, rivers. mountains, vallies, &c. and from what i
{aid page 23, &c. the {eas, rivers, &c. were in the famef
fituation, with regard to themf{elves, in the one earth as in they
other. Now if the external form of the two carths were alikeE
there is no reafon to imagine that the wnlernal was not; at leaft
with refpeft to the point in queftion, the cm{’cence of thek
central nucleus, which 1 have already {hewn was no more than
the Confequence of the furface of the earth being torn and
broken into hollows and channels for {eas, rivers, valhcs, e

and the matter that before filied up thele hollows belng Placed
at the center.
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So that it is no wonder that we find fuch a firange
confulion of things as {ea and land animals, corals,
and corallines, of far diftant places, lying in one and
the fame bed ; and in particular that the pelagie
thells fhould be now found in the moft inland parts;
for as thefe fhells lay at the bottom of the fea, they
would be fubject and expoled to the firft and mofit
violent irruption of the {ubterranean waters, and be
carried by them over the face of the whole earth.
And as it 1s well known (which has {furprized many
foffilifts) that we find a far greater number of fhells
of the pelagie kind than any other now buried in the
earth, fo itis hence evident that all recourfe to partial
floods, or accidental inundations of particular {eas
({fuppofing 1uch to have been) can never {olve thefe
ph@nomena; and nothing but an irruption of the
(ubterranean waters, and thorough wathing and cleani-
ing of the immenfe bafon of the ocean, and the bottoms
of all the feas by thefe waters, can account for thele
extraordinary aitd extenfive effefls. |

I mavy here juft add that, notwithftanding the {ca
and all its various productions were thrown out upon
the land, vet the land and its products were not
thrown into the {fea: the earth was not diffolved, till
the waters had rifen to the higheft and all was
calm and quiet; f{o that the mineral and metallic
parts of the globe, though reduced to their primo-
cenial atoms, and vegetables and their feeds though
floating in the waters, did not move far f{ideways,
but principally afcended upwards and {ettled down
again, in or near the fame places from which they
were before aflumed. So that the waters, in their
retreat into the Abyfs, would have much the fame
kind of earth to a& upon at the end of the Deluge
as they had at the beginning of the creation, and as
‘they acted in both cafes in the fame manner and un-

der the fame dire€tion, the two earths would be alike.
' D 2
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But it has been farther afked, How caize i #o
pafs, that the bardefl vocks and the [olid flrata of the
earth fhould be diffolved, and yet [uch tender [ubfiances, |
as fbells, bones, teeth, and even plants, fhould preferve
their texture and remain uninjured duving the Deluge ?

In anfwer to which I would firft obferve, that the
matter of factis indifputable, the former were diffolv-
ed, and the latter were not; as the whole body of the
earth proves to a demonftration. The impreffion of |
the moft curioufly engraved f{eal in wax cannot evi-
dence the once liquid {tate of the wax more than the
exat delineation of the fibres of the molt tender
plant in ftone proves the diffolution of the {ftone : it
15 impoflible that ftone, unlefs it were {oft and fluid,
could receive the impreffion of a plant, and impoflible
that the plant, unlefs it preferved its form and texture
entire, could give fuch an impreffion. And as thele
impreflions are found in the hardeft rocks and firmeft
ftrata throughout the whole body of the earth, {o the
marcter of fact is undeniable,” and on this alone my
arguments are founded. And therefore their force
would not be invalidated if no other {olution to this
difficulty could be given.  But I fhall endeavour to
proceed farther in the dilquifition of this {fubject.

WHEN indeed we view the dmmenfe ftrata of the
earth, or confider the fize and hardnefs of a fingle
rocl, it appears {carce credible that that rock fhould
have been diflolved and a tender plant preferved en-
tire 1in the infide of it. And yet of this we have ma-
ny himilar inftances in the world. Certain it is that
imimenie mafies of ice frequently contain within them
a vaft variety of bodies, fuch as fhells, corals, bones,
vegetables, &ec. and the impreflion of thefe bodies are
as exquifitely delineated in the ice, as the forms of the
fame bodies are frequently found to be in the hardcil
ftone. Both {ubftances, therefore, that include thelc
badies, were once in an egual flate of fluidity, and vet
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the bodies included in neither cale defiroyed nov fnjured.
Now let us fuppofe the ice to be expofed to the influ-
ence of the Sun’s rays; in which cale the action of the
cold air, which had hardened and congealed the wa-
ter, would be taken off, and the frozen mafs, by the
penetration of the particles of light, be {foon reduced

to it’s original element; and yet the bodies included
would remain wnole and entire.

To enlarge the reader’s idea, let him caft his eye
over a map of the earth and view the frigid Zones,
or thole immenie tracts in the ocean which are frozen
at times or throughout the whole year; and let him
{uppofe the action of Jight to prevail there, how {oon
would the whole be reduced to atoins or fluidizy 2 and
vet the fineft fhell or moft tender vegetable {ubftance,
even a leaf, would not be injured by fuch a aiffolution.
Now as ice is harder than plants, thisis a plain inftance
that, according to the prefent courfe of nature, one
anl the fame agent may diflolve a hard and firm body,
even of great extent and magnitude, without injuring
thofe that are {fmaller, of a finer and more delicate
conftru¢tion. Nay, what may be thought more to
the purpofe, it is well known that, in cale of light-
ning, the aclion of light will penetrate, tear afunder,
and diffolve the parts of the hardeft and mofit {olid bo-
dies, without injuring thofe of a more {oft and pliable
texture, though it has had a {ree pafiage through them.

Ax~p {uch allo is the cafe of the g&ion of the air up-
on diffcrent bodics.  Such {ubftances as naturally ad-
mit a free and cafy paffage to the air, will not be in-

jured by the pznetration of that Agent; whereas thofe

that refift it’s force, and the more they refift, 7. ¢. the
tronger, firmer, and finer their conftituent particles
are, the more extenfive will the diffolution be upon
1¢ feparation of their particles by the permeation of
1at Agent.  And fuch was the cafe at the time of the
luge,  In crder that a way might be opened for

ty 2. o
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the afcent of the fubterranean waser over the {urface of
the earth, weare told, Gen. vii. 11. That zhe foun-
tains of the yreat Abyfs were broken up, i. e. the fides
of thofe pafjages or cavities, through which fpringsand
Sounteins received their fupplies in the ante-diluvian
earth, were widen’d and thrown open upwards, and
by this means the fhell of the earth, deffreyed, or bro-
Kken and fhattered in a vaft number of places. Butin
order that the carth might be diffo/ved (and the evidence
both of the deffruttion and diffoluticn remain to all fu-
ture generations) we are told, wer. 11. ({ee p. 40. of
the treatife) that the paffages of the airs were allo opened s
7. ¢. the {maller cracks and crevices in the {trata of
ftone, &c. through which air enly can pals, were o-
pened and dlﬁended and the air paffed freely through
every pore and between every atom of {tone, &c. and
fo the whole earth was really diffolved or reduced to
1t’s oviginal, fluid, chaotic ftate. That the air has a
free paiTacre through the cracks and pores of moft forts
of ftone, no one will deny, and that it can pafs through
all, andeven the hardeftof metals, iswell known to thofe
who are acquainted with the nature of thefe bodies.—
if for inftance (to mention but one expeument which
may illuftrate the fubjeét I am upon in other refpeéts)
iron or copper be diffolved by aqua fortis, a prodigi-
ous guantity of air-bubbles arife from the decompoﬁ-
tion of the metals, and if this experiment be perform-
ed under an exhaufted receiver, the appearance of the
air-bubbles is greatly increafed : and that this air was
inclucded in the pores of the metal, and f{et at liberty
by the diffolution of the metallic bodiesﬁ 1s evident
from hence, becaufe aqua fortis by it’s felf will yield
no {uch appearance under the air-pump. Now if we

{uppofe the pores of all mineral and metallic bedies to
be opened wider than they are naturally, and even fo
far, or extenfively, as thdt the air fhould pafs freely
between every atom of ftone, &c. how would this in-

e -y
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jure or hurt the parts of a plant or animal? The air
had a free and eafy paflage through them before, much
freer than it had through any {ort of {tone or metal ;
and therefore {fuch an execution as this againft the fo//d
body of the earth would not affect them ; not to men-
tion they were ot intended to be in the execution.

Besipes; the texture of plants and animals would
greatly tend to their prefervation. It is well known
that they confift of fibres or fringy parts, which are
complicated, twifted and tied together; and thefe fi-
bres conftitute the fides of veflels or tubes, through
which not only air but a much groffer fluid [the {ap
in vegetables, blood, &c. 1n animals] together with
~ that pafs moft freely. But the parts of ftoene have no
fuch tie or connedtion, or any fuch eafy, regular chan-
nels for the admiffion and permififion of air: their con-
ftituent principles {eem to be joined together only by a
juxta-pofition or application of plane or {pherical fur-
faces one to another: whereas the primogenial parts
of plants and animals, by the {trict union and compli-
cated toughneis of thefe bodies, are in all probability
linked together in a great variety of directions.

To all which confiderations we may add that plants
and animals are fo fmall and light in themielves, and
foeafily {ulceptible of motion any way, efpecially when
iwimming in a fluid that could buoy them up (as was
the cafe at the time of the deluge) that they would
make no refiftance to the force of the agents (the wind
and the water) that diffolved the fo/id and refifiing body
of the earth, but would be readily driven, this way or
that, as the currents of ecach conveyed them. So that
though plants and animals, with regard to what we
call the Life of them, would be de¢firoyed, at leatt
thofe that remained immerfed 1n the earth during the
d=luge, yet their parts would not be diffo/ved, or their
texture reduced to atoms ; for the Jfmalluefs, porofity,
plhiability, and toughne/s of their paris would all conipive
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tewards preferving them during the moft violent effects
of that cataftrophe.

Page: 279. 1. §.—~CERTAIN then it 1s that this whole

earth has been deftroyed, all the folid ftructure of it |

unhinged, broken to pieces, and reduced ro it’s ori-
oinal loofe chaotic ftate, and afterwards formed anew
into i’s prefent folid, beautiful, and convenient fhape

Hitelts thefe fo great! that they could never have |

happen d of them(elves never have been the perform-
ance of blind inanimate matter. Matter cannot even
deftroy itfelf, much lefs, when deftroyed, form itfelf

anew. Thefe tranfations therefore muft have been |

effected by a Being fuperior to all the Powers of Na-
ture : and they carry in themfelves fuch evident marks
of Wifdoin, Power, Goodnefs and Fuftice, that they not

only prove that there 1s 2 GOD, but that He covErws

the World,—that /iz 1s his greateft deteftation, anda
life of faith and righiesufunefs the only recommendation
to his favour, Heb. xi. 7. By faith Noab being wars-
¢d of God of things not feen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an avk to the [aving of bis Eoufey by the which be

vondemned the world, and became betr of the righteonfnefs |

qwhich 15 by faith.
Trvus does the Book of Nature lead to the Book of

Gop, and the one bears witnefs to the truth of the}
other, not only with refpect to 1t’s pbilofophy buteven |

IS divinity.

I couvLp wifh therefore that all fearchers into nature,
eipecially thofe who examine the fubterranean king-
dom, and are fo anxious, and at {o much pains, ex-
pence, and difficulty, to procure the produltions there-
of, would confider thefe two particwlars, and makea
:rwht ufe of their labours and ftudies.

Tt is at prefent too fafhionable a cuftom with fofii-
fifts to admire the external beauties of their curiofities,

and to place them with great care and art in their ca-

X
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‘binets, with no other view, than to exhibit them to
the ignorant as a raree-fhow. Poor amulement to a

rational mind ! an employment quite unworthy the

dignity of a philofopher, who may draw {o many and
fuch advantageous truths from his {ubterranean re-

fearches.

ir the medalift can creep but half way to the time
of the Deluge, and can prove from his colletion the
exiftence of a Cefar ov Alexander, he thinks he rifes
high in antiquity, and has made {ome noble diicovery.
But haw wvaftly {uperior to him 1is the foffilift ? I
have fully fhewn, that all the works of the artificers
in drafs, iron, [flone, &c. were diffolved at the time of
the Deluge, and that the knowledge of their arts were
not recovered, or at leaft in general applied, ’till long
after the flood. So that the medalift muft be ¢ontent
to make his obfervations upon things and impreflions,
that had not an exiftence when the imprimatures of

the ante-diluvian animal and vegetable bodies were
tormed in the {olid rock all over the earth.

Neiruer do the foffil veliguic of plants and animals
by any means yleld in elegancy and exactnefs to the
medalic infignatures; nay they far exceed them, for
they exhibit not only the precile figure and due fize,
but the very bodics themfelves are moft exquifitely
preferved : whereas in medalic impreflions the form
is contracted and the likenef{s imagined.—<¢ Thefe
foflil bodies then (f{ays the author of Speffacle dela Na-
ture, Vol. 11l p. 415.) 1o {eemingly ufelels, do {peak
demonftration to our {fenfes, and are a language which
1s under(tood by the moft common capacities, having
been appoeinted by Providence as {o many {tanding
monuments of the moft remarkable of all tran{aétions,
and are with regard to the Aiffory of Adofes the {ame as
medals to the Roman kirory”  Poila ({ays another
Freuch writer, Hift. do P dcad. Roy. 1710, p. 28.) des
nouvelles efpeces des medailles, dont les dates font & fair:
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campdfazfm plus mzcze;z;ies (S plus wmportanies, {5 plus
Sares, que celles des toutes les medailles Grecgues & Ro-
FIAINES.

Acain ; certain it 1s that the works of Gop are
contrived and executed by the utmoft wildom, and

for the moft noble and vfeful purpofes. And yet if |

we look into the earth, we fhall {ee a {firange diftri-
bution of things, an appearance quite contrary to all
order and regularity, propriety or utility. If we vifit
the tops of the higheft mountains, and examine the
ftate of things juft under the turf, at leaft in fuch as
are boggy and morafly, we fhall find a vaft variery of
pen{hed vegetables, of fuch kinds or {pecies as at pre-

fent are not known (in their natural {tate) to the inhabi- }
tants of the countries where they are difcovered. If we |

examine the infide of the earth, inftead of finding things

peculiar to the land or it’s internal conilitution, we |

fhall there difcover, even at the lowett depths, 2be fpoils

of the ocean in great abundance, together with a vaft |
variety of animal and vegeiable bodies that can live and |
crow only upon the furface of the earth. And what|
15 farther remarkable, in many places, only parts of §
zhefle bodies, trunks of trees and leaves of plants with- |

o &

out roots or branches, teeth of fithes withour jaws,

and bones without any bodies to fupport them; and {

a1 thefe {o clofely fixed to and completely circums-
“nibed by the {folid rock, as to fhew that they could
never have been of any ufe to any creature where they
are found, neither could they ever have increafed to
complete forms. Then as for thofe that are complete
:n their fhapes, and carry evident marks of having been

once living creatures, it is equally furprizing for what |

=nd or purpofe they could be laid there, or why a {et
of beings, that invariably purfue the will of their Cre-
stor, or could not poffibly offend him, fhould be de-
ﬂroyed in fuch amazing multitudes, that {everal wholﬂ
{pecies {eem to have been buried alive in the eart!

gl
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“Thefe ftrange, ftriking ph@®nomena certainly deferve
the notice and call for the examination, not only of
the philofopher, but even of the divizne.

~ Now it 1s an allowed cafe that nafure, 1. e. the Jx-
thor of mnature, does nothing in vain. It therefore be-
hoves the philolecpher to fhew this, and to {olve all
appearances to the contrary. And, 1in the article un-
der coniideration, it appears, I hope, from the fore-~
coing treatife, that nothing burt the {fuppolfition of the
aniverfal Delupe can apiwer thele phmnomena, and
that That 1n every reipect 1s equivalent to them s and
therefore we may fairly conclude the reality of fuch an
cvent.

Anp with regard to divinity 5 it is a certain truth,
that the natural world never fufiered, unlefs the fpiri-
tucl or moral had firft offended. It cannot be {uppofed
that Gop would fall out with {enfelefs inanimare mat-

- ter, that operates mechanically, or punifth the brute
creation on their own account, that unvariably purfue
the rules and in{tinéls he has prefcribed them. If there-
fore either of thefe {uffer, or the ftate and condition of
either be altered, at leaft from better to worfle, it muft
be on account of that Being, for whole fuke they were
at {irft made, and for whole welfare they are {lill con-
tinted In exiftence.  And when they can be no Jonger
of any fervice to man (for whofe ufe they were originally
formed) it would be needlefs to prelerve them alive.
If therefore man, or the whole fpecies of the human

. race, except a few righteous, {hould 1n fuch a manner
. offend their Maker as to deferve a total extirpation; it
. would be but requifite that the brute creation thould
perifh together with them, or at leaft the far greater
part of them, left at the renewal of the world the fimall
remnant of the human race fhould be overcome by
thofe very creatures that were made for their benefic.
£ind the #anner in which they were defiroyed, and the
3 ;z:’a;'/irz'&:ztia;z of their bodies or bones after, indicate the
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wijdeinn and geednefs of that Gop, who 7z judoment ai- §
ways rememders mercy 3 for by burying of them in the §
earth, cipecially in the mof folid parts (which are of the §
greateft {fervice to man, and therefore are daily dug and §
brought up to light) they are, and will remain, to each §
fucceeding race of men as an evident proof of the truth §
of the deftru&tion and of the wrath of Gop againfta §
world of finners; f{o that though dead they {till fpeak in §
the fively oracles of Gop and in the book of nature. #
Tue certainty that h7s globe has been deftroyed &y a4 §
Jiood of water may {erve, not only as an argument againft §
the efernityand immutability of nature,butallo to convince §
us of another [erip/ural truth, that it will be deftroyed
oy firey, 2 Pet. iit. 10. To an undifcerning eye there are §
as few marlss of jire it the carth, as there were of a fub- ¥
revranean Aby/s of waters to the ante-diluvian f{coffers, §
And the general conflagration {feems at prefent as in- §
credible, and isas much ridiculed, as the Deluge was §
betore it happened.  And though Gob could confume
the whole world, if he pleafed, by the blaft of his
mouth, vet hie hath {o conftruéted theearth, and ftored
‘t-with {uch combuftible materials, as coal, fulphur, §
bitumen, e as to afford us fome kind of pre-figni- |
fication of 10s final deftrution by-fire. And this event §
icemed jo probable in the opinion of an heathen phi- §
sofopher, who had carefully examined the internal |
firucture of the earch, that be wendered it bad not come
o pafs ages agoy for Pliny in his {econd book of Nar, |
fiifiery, chap. cvi. cvil. after having given an account
of fome liery mountains and other parts of the earth
virat are the feats and fources ot fire, makes this re-
neclion: ¢ Seeing, then, this element 1s fo fruitful
that 1t brings forth itfelf, and multplies and increafes
from the leait fparks, what are we to expeét from f{o
rnany fires already kindled on the carth? How does
nature feed and farisfy {o devouring an element, and

_ _ > .
fuch a great voracity throughoeur all the world, with-

e
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out lofs or diminution of herfelf ¢ Add to thefe fires
we have mentioned the {tars and the great {un; then
all the fires made for human ufes ; fire in ftones, in
wood, in clouds, and in thunder. 8o that it exceeds
coll mivacles, that one day fhould pafs without [erting the
whole world on fires excedit profefto omnia wmiracila,
Juir diem fuifle quo non cunila conflagrarent.”

But why need I mention oz or fwe {cripture phi-
lofophical truths only, as verified by the watural flose
of the earth ? I have already thewn, that the Adsfuic
accornt of the manner in which the whole earth was a?
firft formed, together with the powers of the heavens or
airs, and the manner in which it was deftroyed and ie-
formed at the time of the Deluge, arc philofophicallw
juft and literally true: and therefore that the biblical
philofophy is {trictly confiftent with nature.  And fe-
veral reafons may be given why it ought to be fo.

Firft, Becaufe when Adofes wrote, the werld was
wholly given to idolatiy, and tlhis idolatry coniifled in
the worfhip of the heavens, earth, &c.--—1be fur,
the mwoon, and the flars, and all the boft of thew,
and of no other god or gods (except the tiue) do
we ever read throughout the Old Tettament, Now
the moft likely and ecifectual way to deflrov this
idolatry would be, to reveal a tiize [yflem of natiyre——
to declare that the heavens were created (and {fo not
Gop)—to thew how, {tep by flep they were fermicd
nto @ mackine for the fervice of man; and therefore .
that man ought not to be {ubfervient or pay adoration
to them ; and to omit declaring this, would be to leave
and encourage men 1in thelr wdolatries : elpecially, 1f

- any account cf nature was given in the Bivle; and as
fuch i1s undeniably laid down, principally, in the firft
chapter of Genefis, that mutt undoubtedly be true.
Secendly, Belides, was not the Bible written for 2k:s
¢ age, as well as thofe in which the writers of it hved t
E Nav, was it not written fo7°, and therefore is fo con-
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tinue 7o, all ages '—Did not the Spirit of truth (igk
whofe fight a thoufand years are but as one day) veryk
well know, that certain felf-{fufficient mortals wouldE

rife up (after his revelation was delivered and fealed)f

contradit his word, difpute his philofophy, and pre-§

fume to give a {yftem of nature out of their ownf
brains; when it was as much, or rather more imprac-f
ticable for them to give the true one, than it would beg
for a man—who had never feen a watch, or any ma-§

chine Lilke it, and was utterly i1gnorant of the move-§
ments within—to account for the motion of the hand, §
in1t’s regular circult, round the dial-plate? Did notk
the Spirit of truth, I fay, know all this? And would§
not his goodnefs prompt him, and his veracity induce §
him, to reveal a true {yftem of nature ; that thofe whof
had humility to own that Gop alone could give an ac-§

count of his works, and were willing to fearch his§

word for that inftruction, fhould there find the in-
etlimable treafure? And as Gop has vouchfafed to

to give an account, who will prefume to affirm that}

4

:
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that account 1s untrue, or accommodated to the cur-§

rent, though falle, opinions of the times?

Thirdly, ¢ To {fuppofe the Divine Being ({fays Mr, §
Pike in his Philofophia Sacra, p. 12.) to conform him-
felf 1n his word to bare outward appearances, or to the
falfe apprehenfions of the vulgar, is fuch a {uppofition |
as we will not admitin any other cafe. T'he allufions|

and references of {cripture to biffory or geogiaphy and
the like we maintain to be juft and exactly true, and
look upon ourfelves as bound to believe and maintain
the biflory as well as the #heology of revelation; and
why then fhould we not for the {ume reafon account
ourfclves obliged to maintain, that there is no miftake
or mifreprefentation in it’s defcriptions of and referen-
ces to natural things 27

Fourthly, ¢ There are many phiiofophical paflages,
that cannot be regulariv explained as conformed to
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outward appearance, or the opinions of men. Wit-
nefs the Mbofaic account of the creation and formation
of all things. €Can any one affirm that the firlt chap-
ter of the Bible 1s built upon a falfe hypothefis, or ac-
commodated to vulgar apprehenfions ? And if it be
not true either In appearance, or in reality, I fee not
how it can be true in any reipect.”

Fifthly, < We muft not fuppofe the word of Gop to
{fpeak falfe in any cale whatloever. 15 biflory, i85 chro-
nology, and i2’s philofophy muit be in falt as true as 7#°s
theology. It we fuppofe any part of the divine word
to be erroneous, this {o far fhakes the authority of all
the reft. And as Gop knows all things perfectly, we
muft believe him the fitteft to give us an account of his
works as well as of his nature.”

Sixthly, ¢ There is a neceflary conneétion between the
knowledge of natural and fpiritual things ; fince {crip-
ture conitantly, or at lealt very frequently, refers our
thoughts to natural 1deas, 1n order to illullrate {piri-
tual truths. And for this reafon it appears to be of
fome confliderable importance, that the natural 1deas
referred to be ftri¢tly jult and true, in order to be a
proper foundation for a night conception and repre-
fentation of divine matters.”

Or, as Mr. Spearmain (in his Enquiry after Philofo-
by and Theology, p. 254.) has moft judicioufly {tated
this cafe : ¢ When the fenfes have acted upon any
material natural objelt, what they take in and retain
by that ation is the inward fenfe or idea of the thing;
and the knowledge we gain by {uch repeated acts of
the {fenfes upon nature and her operations 1s natuial
knowledge or phyfics. When we make ufe of thele na-
~tural and acquired ideas to help us toideas of {piritual
things, the knowledge we, by thele means, gain of
t Gop and his operations 1s fuper-natural knowledge or
g - mctaphbyfics : and {o by things that are vifidle within the
reach of our {enies, and which <we can underfland, we
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are led to the knowledge of things which are invifibl}
without the reach of our {enfes, and which we could|g
not otherwife underftand.r It is agreed, that we have@:
no innate ideas ; and that nothing can be in the un.§
derftanding but what comes in by the fenfes. We§e
therefore either can have no ideas of Gop and {piritud @
things, or we muit take them in by our fenfes. Butg
our fenfes cannot act immediately upon fpiritual ob-@
jects, becaufe they are not the objects of cur fenfes;&
therefore we muft have our ideas of fpiritual and in-fg
vifible things from natural and vifible things. Buf
natural and vifible things can give us no ideas of {pi-E
ritual and invifible things, unlefs they bear fome ana- g
legy to them, are the fimulacra or images of thewn
And if they be the images of them, they mult have§
been (o created and framed by Gop the Creator, and g
to this very end, and with this very defign: for nothing ¥
could be created by infinite wifdom but with fore- [
knowledge and defign. And fince we find in the§
fcriptures Gop and {piritual things reprefented to us §
under the ideas and names of vifible and fenfible
things, it is a demonftration in itfelf that Gop §
framed them to reprefent himfelf, and what he pre- §
intended to reveal of himlielf and his ways to man-
kind.” ‘ ‘

So that we may well fay with 7#/ly from Plass, |
Necefle eft bunc mundum, quem cernimus, fimulacvum efjt )
zlernuin  alicujus wterni. It caunnot be but that this)
world, which is vifible to us, fhould be a flanding type|
or reprefentation of fomething eternal.

* As Rom. 1. 1q. That wluch may be known of God is manifef among
men s for God himfelf e@avipwce hath thewed 2t unto them. [ hath
manifefled 1t ; for otherwife it could never have been known.]
Tep, Lor [ Inafmuch as]| the tnvifible things of him from the creation
of the world are clearly feen, being wnderfood by the things that are

made, | vifibles being made fubftituytes for invifibles] cven f$
eternal power and Godhead.
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So-alfo Milton,

Earth is the fbadow of beav’n, the things thereii
Each other like, more than on earth is thought.

I suaLL leave the pious reader to purfue tbis thought

iﬁ(asI want words to exprels the beight, length, breadth,
‘and depth of it)—to the confideration of the new bea-
‘gens, and wmew earth (fpoken of by St. Peter 2 Ep.
“chap. 11.) wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs —to the great
oty (Revel. xx1.) the boly Ferufalem that is to defcend

ont of beaven from Gob, baving the glory of Gop s
whofe light is like unto a flone moft precious, even like s

jafper flone, clear as cryflaly which bath a wall great

and bigh, and twelve gates, and the wall of the city baih

twelve foundations. And the city lieth four-[quare 5 the

length, and the breadth, and the beight of it are equal.
- And zhe foundations of the wall of the city are garnifbed
- with all manner of precious ftones. The firfy founda-
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tion was jalpers the fecond, {aphires the third, a chal-
cedony ; the fourth, an emerald; zhe fifth, {ardonix ;
the fixth, {ardius; zhe feventh, chrylolite; tbe eighth,
beryl 5 the ninth, a topazs; the tenth, a chryfoprafus s
the elefvefztb a jacin€t; the twelfth, an amethylt. And

. the twelve gates were twelve pearls 3 every feveral gate
2 was of owne pearly and the freet of ihe city was pure
¢ gold, as it were traunfparent glals. And I faw no tem-
i ple therein: for the Lord God Alinighty and the Lamb
. are ihe Temple of it. And the city bad o need of the
E Jun, neither of the moon to fhine in it : for the glory of
¥ God did lighten ity and the Lamb is the light thereof.
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