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URNET’s acccunt of Archbi-
shop Leighton is probably to
be found in an abridged form in va-
rious biographical’ compdauans. o
" have transcribed it entire, with the
exception of such inconsiderable
portions as are interwoven with de-
tailsofthe «“Coniprehension Scheme,”
‘&c., but which de not afford any
farther illustration of the prelate’s
character, than what will be found
below: . e
e EXEMPLUM PREBET.

ACCOU\"‘ OF’ ARCHBIQHOP LEIGHTO\.

- s

- ¢ He was accounted a saint from
his youth up. :He bad great quick-
ness of parts, a lively apprehension,
with a charming vivacity of thought
and expression. e had the greatest
command of the purest Latin that
ever I knew in any.man. Hewasa
master both of Greek and Hebrew ;
and of the whole compass of x.nec}o-
. gical 1earmno chiefly in the btﬂé",
of the Scmp tures, But that wmch
excelled all the rest was, he was
possessed with .the highest and no-
blest sense ot divine things that ever
{ saw in any man. He had no re-
gard to his person, unless it. was to
mertify it by a constant low die,
that was like a perpetual fast. He
had a contempt both of wealth and
reputation. He seeined to have the
“Jowest. thoughts of himself possible,
and to desire that all other persons
should think as meanly of him as he
did himselt. e bore all sorts of
ill. usage and reproach, like a.inan
that took pleasure init.  He had so
subdued the natural heat of his tem-
per; that in. a great vaviety of xeci-
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‘him to travel.

dénts, and in a coarse of twenty-two
years’ intimate conversaiion ‘with
him, I never observed the least sign
of passion, but upon one smgle oc-
casion. He brought himself into so
composed a gravity, that I never saw
him laugh, and but seldom smile.
And he kept himself in such 2 con-
stant recsllection, that I do not re-
member that ever I heard him say
one idle »vam.' There was a visible
tendency in all he said to raise his
own mind, aad these he conversed
with, to serious reflections. He seem-
ed to be in a perpetual meditation.
And, though the whole course of
his life was strict and ascetieal, ve;
he bhad na’hmg of the sourness of
temper that generally possesses men
of that sort. He was the freest from
superstitien, of censaring others, or
af imposing his own methmit on
them, possible; so that he did net
so much as recommend them to
others. He said, there was a dzver—»

sitv.of tempers ; and every man was
10 watch over his own, and tora i in

the best manper he counih His
thoughts. were fively ; oft out of the
way, “and Surpriziag; ve: juostand gee

nuine : and "he had haid maezher mn

his memory the grestest zr\:a:sz"e of
the best and wisest of afl the ancient
say mr": of the heathens as well as
Christizns, that I have ever known
Ny man master cgi.* and he used
them in the aptest manuer possible.
« He had been bred up with-the
oSt ave i en imaginable to the
whaole frawe of the Church of Emr-»
Trom Scotland his father sent
He spent soiie vears
in France, and :,pd\e that language
Yike one hern there. He came at-
werwards and  settled v Scetlaad,
SR "
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be procured.in such a place would
give less disturbance. " And he ob-
tained what he desired ;. for he died
at the Bell.Inn in \Varwwk Lane.
Another circumstance was, that
while he was bishop in Scotland he
took what his tenants were pleased
to pay him; .so that there was a
great arrear‘due, which was raised
slowly by one whom he left in trust
with ‘his affairs there ; and the last
payment that he could expect from
thence .was returned up to him about
six weeks before his death; so that
his provisions and _]oumev failed
both at once. = And thus in the se-
veral parts of this history 1 have
given a very particular account of
every thing relatmc to this aposto-
lical man ; whose life I would have
writ, if T had not found proper places
to bring the most material parts of
1t wzthm this work.. I reckon, that
I owed this to that perfect friend-
ship and . fatherly care with which
he had a]ways 1reated me.”

——;@—.—.
Tothe Editor Qf the Christian Obserzer.

1 OBSER\'ED, some years ago, an in-
quiry in the Christian Observer re-
specting the miracle mentioned in
Joshua x. 13: « And the sun stood
still, and the moon stayed,” &c.
Some remarks thereen appeared at
“the time, but they did not, in my
apprehens:on, tend much to obviate
the objections of those who are dis-
posed to reject every thing related
in_the Bible which may be deemed
‘miraculous. Some of the miracles
recorded in Holy Writ, at which the
sceptic may cast his darts, are,
however, confirmed by the tradi-
tions and histories of nations very
remote from the land of Judea ; and
that this is the case in the instance
befme us, appears by the following
note on this text, in Purver’s trans-
lation of the Bible, printed in 1764,
and which therefore seams to me to
deserve a place in the Christian Ob-

server., W.T.

 Reckoning this a year after the

On the Sun and Moon standing still : Joshua X. 13.

just an artificial day,

479
Israelites entered. Can aan, it amounts,
by my tables, to 556 years after the
death of Noah. Now the Chmese
history has a tradition-that the sun
did not sct in ten days, while the
emperor Yac reigned.. Days may
be thought a mxstake for hours, and
both miracles. to be the same ;-espe-
cially as the computation agrees.
for after the decease of Fobhi, their
first emperor, who is counted to be
Noah, the time is recorded thus:

Am.b

Y.
“ Xinnum reigned-«-+«- 140—140
a«@ Hoamti sececocrsena 1{)0__240 ;
“ Xaohao seeecevocens 84—324
¢« Chuenhio .......... i 8__,_109
“CTICO oreen Bea sevsn 70___.472
“ Chil-veevss areareas 31_—480
CYA0 eveeccacancans 100—380
“ So that this concurs with the

Scriptures, and may be justly_es-
teemed a testimony “for it. Besides,
China is so far eastward that the
ume of the day there may be rec-
koned upwards of four hours later
than in Canaan; ~which answers
better still,
seems to intimaie that the sun was
towards its setting there.. And ac-
cording to the Scripture it was not
, or twelve
hours; sc may rather be thought

less than more, which that da\ melf

is in the winter pa“t of the vear.

The Chinese. relation, on the other
hang, having ten, 'mm"r arise {rom

this ; that the sun was not there
observed to stand still il an hou'
or more, which might eusw, be the
case, especially if it was cloudy ;
and that may seem likely too, be-
cause they have nomention made of
the moon. However, dials would
not inform them how 1090' it was,

and they had scarce other instru-

ments for it, besides such as hour
glasses. Thus, if we particularly
examine and compare the accounts,

they appear the more agreeable.

« The Copernicansy stem of astro-
nomy being now received and de-
mensuated by it the moon’s stand-
ing still may “be ‘accounted for, as
that was useless with the sun: for
the diurnal rotation of the earth, by

as the Chinese report
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which it turns round like a wheel,
being stopped, if the moon conti-
nued its course, the position of it to
the carth, which it is about a month
going rouud, would be altered but
little : may, the moon being u satel-
lite of the earth, might ‘;tand still
with it, as an cllect of the ecarth’s
cessation, or that their mutual re-
lation to oune another, and the other
heavenly bodies, might not be de-
stroyed; not for any benefit it
would be. then to the'lsraelites. Thus
the modern system of the universe,
and the Scripture -account, agree
together, and mutually confirm each
other. As it will be allowed the
notion then was, that the sun went
round the earth; if this piece of
history had bt.eu fictitious, would
not the authors, in consequence of
tbat notion, have represented the
sun only standmg still, since there
was no need of the moon? Where-
as, that the sun might seem to stand
still (in like manner as the moon
seemed a light, Gen. i. 16), the earth
really must and so the moon would
seem to st'uul likewise. This shews
that the fact was true, since it could
not be invented, and that J oshua dld
it by divine directioui.

« The pitiful objections to this
noble miracle—viz. 6f Maimonides,
that God only enabled Joshua and
his army to do as much execution
in one day as would “have taken up
mo(\Iore Nevoch, partii. cap: 30);
of Spinosa, that it was nothing but
a refraction of the sun’s rays by the
sky (Tract. Theolog. Politic. cap.
2.3; of Grotxus, that it 1s omitted 1n
Hebrews viii. put for xi. (though
inentioned Hab. iii. 11.); not to
mention others more ridiculous, can
reallv deserve no answer. = Peire-
rus, as a person of extraordinary
skil for making the miracles of
Scriptore’ natural supposes it was
the twilight, after sun-set, which Jo-
shua mistook forthe sun fPraaadam;t
Lib.iv. 6.3 whereas, without insist-
ing on the sun’s being in the middle
of the sky, his stavmrr under the
earth to make the twshgm lonm:
than usuzsl, would bz 2z much 2 mr-

racle as to stay above-it; and ‘te
create a new light might be a greater.
Besides, the Israelites pursued their
enemies ; then returned to Makke-
dalt; took it, and, slaying the five
km«ra, hanged them up, some time
before sun-set (ver. 19. 28.) To con-
clude; Le Clerc, who seems to have
labodred it most, objects  further,
amony other wretched trifling shxfts,
that Joshua would more probably
pray for a longer day at sun-set than
at noon: which weuld not invalidate
the miracle, if it had been so: but
the Israelites might not have had
faith enough, upon Joshua’s speah—

g to'the sun to stand still at san~

set, then to have dispersed, and por-
sued their enemies to their several

~cities, for fear- of dangers in the

night. To the pretence that the
same slaughter might have been
been.made in two days as in that
one, may be opposed what is said
by the Jews, that it was the day
before the sabbath, -as in Pirke
Eliez. 52. However, two days
would not do instead of that one;
for, supposing the. Amotites. had
been beat the first day, the second
would not have served for pursiting
them, since they might have got
away 1a the night between': more:
over,-the terror “of such a wonderful
thing might be of great useto dxs-
‘courage the yet numerous enemies;
accnrdmﬂ' to- what had been before
(chap. nLJ 10, 11, and v. L}, as
well as encourage the Lord’s people,
and engage them to thankfulness
and obedxence ‘besides “gloriously
displaying the powerand pmvx&ence

of God to - future and perpetual
'arres. — Purver’s Bible, vol. 1.p. 292
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For the Christian Observer.

ON THE NATURE AND SOURCE OF JOY
IN GOD., S

1 &xow-of no rule in religion more

irnportant than this; that we should

form our -ideas-of ‘spiritual subjects

onlty from Scripture, and not from
the opinions and costoms prevalent
in the world. Do we wish to un-
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