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INE reafon which moved me to -write and prirt
this little book was, becaufe, though, there are
many excellent hart affe@ing difcourfes in the world
that tend to convert the finaer, yet-1 had a defire to
tvy this fimple method of mmc ; wherefore I make
boid thus to nvite and encourage the worlt to -come
to Chrift for hfe.

I have becn vile mydelf; but have obtained mercy -
and I would have my companions in fin partake of
mercy tou ; aud therefore I have writ this little book.

The nat'r.n Cotir iwarm with vilewnes now, as ever
it-are fince 1t was a mation, My little book in fome
p%‘cs cin fearce go from heufe to houle, but it will

flied 3 eitable {ubje@ to {pend itfelf uron. Now,
aoee Cinft Jefus ‘s willing to fave the vileRt, why'
Mau'd they not by name be fomewhat acquam'cd with
3, and vid “ome to h:m under that name,

4 grat fiuner, whes- converted, jeemns a bootr to
Jefu Chyilt, Y= gets by 1aving {uch an one: why then
ihould hott Jelr s lofe his glory, ana (ae finner lete
his fou! a* once, a~d that for want of an invitation ?

I have tcuna, thrmugh God's grace, good fuccefs in-
prc..v.hmg upun chis fubielt, anu perhaps fo 1 may by
writing upon it *37. ) wve, as jyou fee; let down
this net for a drauphit @ ‘Lhe Lord caich fome great:
thes by it, for the 'ngm'\mg of ..o 1ruth, There
are {ome ‘nof! vile In ai, men’s ey s, aud fome are fo
in their owneves too; but fome lav: their paint-
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mgs to {hroud therr vilenels und&r, yei they arz nzked
and open LD .0 cCyes of 1'\m with wbom we have to
do; and for zii t..efe, God hath fent a Saviour Jetus ;
‘&d *c ail the:e ‘..u. Jaor 15 opens d.

W herefore, puthee, profane min, give this little
Yook the reading. Come, pardon and 2 part in heav-
¢v and plory cannot be hut*fu! to thee, Let niot thy
lufts acd ially drive thee r:‘yond tke door of muc, R
fince 12 15 noi locked nor bolie! up againft thwe.  Ma-
nal:h wis 2 bad man, and Magdalen a bud wonsn 5 to
fay nothing of the thief upon tte.Crofs, or of the mur-
derers of Lhiniit : yot shey obtained meccy ; Chrtt
wilimgly received thea:.

And doft thou think that thofe, onee o bad, now

' they are in heaven, repent them thcrc, ‘hecauie they

. leit their fins for Thriit when they werein the world ?

" X can:ot belicve, hut that thou U:....\cit they have ve-
rily got the beltof 12, Why finner do thou ikewile,
Chrit at i saven’s gate fays to thee, co-n\. tkitker ; and
the dcvil at _he gates of nell, does call thee to co:ne o
'him . Sinaer, what ayveit thou ? whither wilt thou
go ? Don't goinro che ire; there wilt thou be burn.
ed. Do notlet Juius lofe h'x longing, fince .t 35 fo:
1ay falvation ; but come to fum 2nd live,

Qne word more, and ‘o 1 have done, Sinner iae
thou doft hear of iove; P: "thee, it not provuke ity by
'urmng it into wantoraels, e tha diecs for flight-

ing love, finks deepet into hell, and wiil there be tor-
mented by the remembiance «f taat cvic. moie than Ly
the decpei cozitation of all s other fins,  Teite heoed
thierefoie; do net naxe iove thy tormentor, haner,

-~
sndt vt LY
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Luke xxiv.4y. Beginung at Fersfalem. -

FHE whole verfe runs thus:-¢ And that

repentance and remiffion of fins{hould

be preached in his name among all nanons,.
beginning at Jerufalem.”

The words were fpoken by Chnﬁ after he
rofe irom the dead, and they are here rehearf-
ed after an h.{torical manpner, butdo con- .
tain in them a formal commiffion, witha fpe-
cial claufe therein. The commiffion 1s, as
you fee, for the preaching of the gofpel, and
is very diftin&ly inferted in the holy record
b) Matthew and Mark. ¢ Go teach "all na-
tiony,” &«c. ¢ Go ye into all the wiiﬁd,' and
preach the gofpel unto every crcam’ta.g Mat,
xxviil. 1y. Mark xvi. 15 Only thig clatife is
wentioned by ukc. who faithy-:That as"
Chrilt would huve the dofirine of the repens
tahce and remuion of fing preached in: “his
same among all nutioiy fo he would ha%ghn
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people of Jerufalem to have the firft proffer

thereof, Preach.it, faith Chrift, in all na--

| uons, but begin at jérufalem.

The apoftles then, though they had a com-

' miflion fo large as to give them warrant to go

' and.preach the gofpel. in all the world, wet
by this claufe they were limited as to the be-
ginning of their miniftry : They were ta be-
gin this work at Jerufalem. @ begmnmg at
Jerufalem,”

‘Before I proceed to an oblervation upon
the words, I muft (but bneﬂv) touch upon
two things : Namely,

1. Shew you what Jerufalem now was.

2. Shew your what i it was to preach the gof-
pel to them.

I. For the firft, _}eru(al m is to be confid-.
ered, ci:her,

1. With refpeét to the defcent: of her peo-
ple: Or,

2, With refpe&:-to her preference-and ex-
altation : Or,

8- With refpeft to her prefent fiate, as to.

- her decays.

. 1.. Astoherdefcent : She was from Abra..
‘Hamthe fons of Jacch, a pcople thag, God:

[
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fingled out from the reft of the nations to {et
kis love upon them.

2. As to hér preference or exaltation, the
was the place of God’s worthip and that-which
had in and with her  the fpecial tokens and
figns of God’s favour and prefence, above a-
ny other people -in‘'the world. Hence the
tribes went Gip to Jerufalemto workhip ; there
was God’s houfe, Gad’s high prieft, God's

Hacrifices accepted, and God's eyc, and God’s
heart ~perpetually, "Pfal. 1xxvi. 1,-s. ; Pfal
CxxXii. 1x—g. ; 1 Kings, ix. 3. But,

3. Weare to confider Jerufalem alfo in
her decays ; for as fhe is fo confidered, fhe
is the proper objeét of our text,as will be
further fhewed by and ty. -

Jerufalem, as'T told yo.1, was the place ané} -
feat of God's worthip, but now decayed, de-
generated, and apoftatifed. The word, the
rule of worfhip, was rcjefted of them, and in
its place they had put and fet up their cwn
tradition they had rejefted alfo ‘the ‘moft
weighty ordinances, and put in the rocm
thereof their own little things, (Mat. ‘xv. ;
Mark vii.) Jerulalem was therefore now
greatly backfliden, and become the placa
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where truth and true religion was much de-
faced. _ ) |
It was alfo now become the very fink of
fin, and feat of hypocrify, and guif where true
religion was drowned. - Here alfo now reign-
ed prefumption, and groundlefs confidence
in God, which is the baneoffouls. Amongft
its rulers,_do&ors, and leaders, envy, malice,
and blafphemy, vented itfelf againft the power
of godlinefs, in all places where it was efpied;
as alfo againft the promoters of it : yea, their
Lord and Maker could not efcape them.
In a word, Jerufalem was now become the

. fhambles, the very flaughter thop for faints.

This was the place wheréin the prophets,
Chrift and his people, were moft horribly
perfecuted and murdered.  Yea, fo harden-
ed at this time was this _]erul'alem in her fins,
that fhe feared not o commit the biggeft,
and to bind herfcif by wifh under the guilt
and damning evil of it ; faying, when fhe “had
murdered the fon of God, ¢ His blood be
upon us and our children.”

And though Jefus Chrift did, both by doc-
trine, miracles, and holinefs of life, feek to
put a Rop to their villantes, yet lhcy fhut-

L ———_—— R, Sl ot . =




COOD NEWS TO TRE YILEST OF NEW." ‘3§

tHeir eyes, ftopped their ears, and refted not, »
till, as was hinted before, they -had driven -i-
him out of the world.  Yca, that they might,
if poflble, have extinguithed his'name, and
ex;waded his:doftrine out-of the world, they
again't all argument, and in delpite of hea-
ven, its mighty hand, 2rd undeniable - proof
of his refurreftion, did hire foldiers to invent

a lie, faying, ¢ his- difciples ficle  him away
from the grave ;” on purpofe that men might -
rot count him the Saviour of the world, nor
trufl in him for the remiffion of fins. -

They werey faith Paul, contrary to all-
men : for they did not only fhut up the door
of life againft themfelves, but forbade that it
ihould be opened to any elfe. < Forbidding '
us,”-faith he, ¢ to preacirto the Gentiles that
they -might be faved . to fill up their fin al-
way,". Matth, xxiii. 33. ; chap. xv. ~. 8. 9-; -
Mark vi1. 6. 7. 8.; Mauh. i 7. 8. . ; John
- viil 83. 4155 Matth. xxvii 18.; Mark iii.
30.; Lukeil 6. 5.5 Matth. XXi.37. ; Luke
xil. 33. 24.; Johnii 22.23.; chap.iv. 10. ; .
Xxvil. 25.; chap. xX. 11.—16.; 1 Thefl, ii, .
14..15. 16,. .

: As-:
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This is the _cityy and thefe are the peoplé -
| thisistheir charaier, and tbefe arc their fins»

- Nor can there be produced their parallel in.
all this worid. Nay, what world, what peo--
ple, what nation,. for fia and tranfgreQon,

could or can be compared to .Jerufalem! ef

pecially- if you join to the mauer of faft the -
light they. finned: againfl,. and  the- pa-

tience. which they abufed.. Infinite was the -
wickednefs upon. 11.1s account . which . they.
committed.

After all their abufings of . wife ‘men, and
prophets, God fent unto them- John Baptift,.
to reduce them, and then his Son to redeem
them; bat they. would be neither reduced
nor redeemed, but perfecuied both to the
death. Nor did they, as I faid, ftop here.;-
the holy apoflles they afierwards perfecuted:
to death, even {o many as they couid; the-
reft they drove from them unio the utmoft.
corners.

11. 1 come now to -thew you what it was
to preach the gofpel te them. It was. {aith
Luke, tc preach to them ¢ repentancs and
remiflion of fins in Chnft’'s name;” or, 2
Mark has ity ¢ to bid them repent and be-
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l:eve the goipel,” Marki. 15. not that repen-
ence is a caufe of remiffion, buta !fign of

* eur hearty ‘reception thereof. -Repentance

is therefore here put to intimase, that no pre-
tended faith of the gofpel is good thatis not

- accompanicd-with ‘it : And this ‘e doth on

purpofe, becaufe e “world not have them

“deceive themielves : For with what faith can

he expeft remiffion cf finsin the name of
Chrift, that is pot "heart:ly “forry for them?
Or how thall'a man be able to give to others
a fatisfaltory account of his unfeigned fubjec-

-tion to th2:golpel, that yet-abides in his -im-

penitency 7
‘Wheretore repentance is here joinea with

faith, in the way of receiving the gofpel.

Taith is that without which it cannot be re-

ceived atell; 2nd repcntance that without

which 1t cannot be received unfeignedly.

“When therefore Chrift fays, he would have
“repentance and remiffion of fins preached in
- -his name among all nations, it is as much as

4o fay « I will that all men every where be for-

-ty for their fins,and accept of mercy at God's

-hand through me, left hey fall.under his
-wrath 1n the judgmeat.,” For-as I faid, with-

\
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- out repentance what pretence foever men

have cf faith, they cannot efcape the wrath
to come. ~\Wherefore Paul faith, ¢ God com-
mands all men every where to repent,” (in
order to their falvation,) “ becaufe he hatk
appointed a day in the which he will judge
the world in righteoulne(s by that man whom

_he hath ordained,” Adis xvii. go.

And ncw we come io this, Beginning at
Jerufalem ;” thatis, that Chrift would have
Jerufalem have tie fuit oficr of the gofpel.

1. This cannot be {fo ccamanded, becaufe
they had not now any more right of them-
1=lves tl.ereto than had any of the nations of
the world for their fins had: divefled them:
of all felf defervings.

2. Nor yet, becaufe they fiond upon the
advance ground with the worft of the finners
of the nations ; nav, rather, ti:» finncirs of the

ratons, bad the cdvare ¢ procnd of them

For Jerufalen, was, lovg bof i e had ad-
ded thisiniguity to her fis, worfe than the ve-
ry nauons that God caft aut bofose the chil-
dren of lirael, 2 Chron. xxxin.

3. Itmalt therefore follow, that this ciau e,
“ Begn ot Jerufalem,” was put into this com-
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- miffion -of mere grace and compaflion, even
~from the overflowings of the bowels of mer-
cy ; for indeed they were the worft, . and fo
in the moft deplorable condition of any peo-
_ple under the heavers.

Whatever, therefore, their relation was to
Abrzkam, Ifaac, or Jacoh, however they for-
merly had been the people among whom God
bad placed his name and worfhip, they were
now degencrated from God, more-than the
natons were from theiridols, and were be-
come guilty of the higheft fins which the peo-

_plc of the world were capable of committing.
Nay, none can be capable of committing {uch
- pardonable fins 2s they.ccumiued againft
their God, when they flew his Son, and pei-
- {ecuted bts name and word.

From thefe words, therefore, thus explain-
ed, we gain this cbfervation :

That Jefus Chnit would have mercy offer-
“ed in the firfi place to the biggeft finners.

That thefe Jerufulem finners were the big-
gelt finners ever were in the world, I think
none will deny, that believes that Chrift was

“the bell man that ever wasin the world, and

alfowas their Lord God. And that they
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“were to have the firlt offer of his grace, the
" text is as clear.asthe fun ; for it faith, “Begin
~at. Jerufalem.” - ¢ P'each, faith he, “repcnt-
ance and remiffion of fins- to: the Jerufalem
- finners;” to the Jerufalem finrers in the- firf

. place,

* One 'would a-thought, fince the' jerufalem
“finners were: the wordl -and. greateft finners,

+ Chrift’s greatet enemies, and thele that “not

enly -.defpifed his perfon, dotlrine, and ‘mira-

‘cles, but that a little before bad had their

hands .up to the: eibows in' his -heart-blood,
“that ke fhouid rather have J{aid,- Go into ail

-tze world,and preach repentance znd- remif-
‘fion of fins among all nations : znd after that

- ofiered the fame to Jerulalem : Yea, it - had
'been infirite grace, if he had faid fo. :But
“what. grace is this, erwhat name fhall we give

i1t when he commands that this r2 pentance

and rewiflion: ofiins, which is defigned to be
preached in all nations, thould firft be offered
to Jeruialem, - in the firlt place to the werft
-of finners.
"Nor was is the firft time that the grace
which was in the heart of Chrift thus fhewed
i ifelf to the world. For while:he was yct a-

- -




e ——

COOD NEWS TO YHE VILRST OF MENY . 1§

live, even while he was yet in Jerufalem,and :
perccived even among thefée jérufalem fin-
ners, which- was. the moft vile amonggt
them, . he fill in his - preaching - did fignify
that 1:e had a -defire - that the worft of: theik
worft fiould in the firfl place come unto himr,
The whick he fieweth where he faith to the bet- .
ter i*rt of them, ¢~ Tht publicans and harlo:s.
enter into the kingdom:of God before you,” -
Matth. xxi.-g1:. Alfo when-he compared Je-
rufalem with the finners of  the nations, then
he commands.that the Jérufaiem: finners .
thculd have the gofpel at-prefent condned to
the: .. ¢«-Go not,” faith he, ¢“into the way of
the Tentiles, 2nd inte any of the: cities of the -
Sama:itans enter ye-not; but go rather tothe -
ioft fheep of the houfe. of 1frael,” Matth. x. .
5. 6.; chap. xxiii. g7. but go rather to them, .
~for thcy were 1n the moft fearful plight.
Thefe thercfore muft have the creamof the -
goipel, namely, the firft' ofier thereof in- his
lifetime : Yea, when he departed out of the
world, he left this as part of his lalt.will with-
his preachers, that they alfo fhould offer it
firlt to Jerufalem. He had a mind, a care-
ful mind, as it feems to privilege the worfl- of
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finners with the firft offer of mercy, and to-
take from among them a people to be the firft
fruits unto God and to the Lamb.:

The 15thof Luke alfo is famous for this,
where the Lord Jefus takes more care as it
appears there by three parables, for the loft
ilieep, the loft groat, and the- prodigal fon,
than for cother fheep, the other pence, or for
the fon that fa:d he had never tranfgreffed.
Yea, he thews that there is Joy in heaven a-
mong the angels of God, at the repentance of
of one ﬁnner, more than over nincty and nine
juft- perfons, which need no repentance,
Luke xv. .

After this manner therefore the m=:d of
Chrift was fet on the falvation of the biggeft
{inners in his lifetime. . But join to this, this
claufe, which he carefully putinto the apof-
tles commi{ton to preach’ when he departed
hence to the Father, and thew you fhall fee
that his heart was vehemently ict uponit;
for thele were part of his. lat words unto
tlrem, ¢ Preach iny golzel to ail nauons, but
fee that you begin =t jrru{alem

Ner did the apoﬁl s overlook this claufe -
'.»hul their Lord wasgoncinto heaven: They-
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went firft to them of Jerufslem, and "preach.
ed Chrift’s gofpel to them: They abode alfo
there for a feafon and time, and preached it
to no body elfe, for they had regard to the
.commandment of their Lord.

Arnd it is to be obfervcd, namcly, That the
firlt fermon which they preached after the
alcenfion of Chrift it was preached to the
very worit of thele Jerufalem finners, even
to thofe that were the®murderers of jefus
Chrifty- A&ts ii. 23.; for thefe are part of the
fermon: ¢ Ye took him, and, by wicked
hands have fiain him.;” Yeathe next fermon
and the next, and alfo the next to that, was
preached to the {elf famz murderers,to the
end they might be faved, A&lsiii. 14. 15. 16.
chap.iv. 10. 11.; chap. v. 50.; chap. vii. 52.

But we will return 1o the frft {2rmon that
was preached to thcle Jerafalem fingers, by,
which will be manifeft more than great grace,
if it be duly confidered.

For alter that Peter, and the reft of the a-
poftles, had, in their exhortauion, perfuaded
thefe wretches to believe thatthey had. killed
the nrince of life, and after they had duly
falien under the guilt of their murder, faying,

' b
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.4 Men and brethren what thallwe do ?” he
‘replies by an univerfal tender to them all in
general, confidering - them as Chrift’s killers,
that if they ‘were forry for what they had
done, and would be baptized, for the re-
‘miffion of their fins in his name they fhould
receive the giftofihe Holy Ghoft, A&s ii. 37.

8. o |
3 This ke {aid to thern all, though bie knew
that they were fuch finners. "Yea, he faid it
without the leaft ftick, or flop, or paufe of
fpirtty as to whether he had beft to fay fo or
no. Nay, o far off was Peter from making
an objeflion againft one of them, that by.a
partcular claufe in his exhortation, he en-
deavours thet not one of them may efcape
the falvation offered. <« Repent,” faith Le,
“ and be baptized everfy- one of you.” [
fhut out never aoneof ycu. For I am
- commanded by my Lord to deal with you,
as 1t were, one by one, by the word of his
fzlvation. But why fpeaks he fo particular-
ly? Oh! there was reafon forit. The peo-
pis. with whom the apoltles were now to deal,
#4 they were murderers of our Lord, and to
< chure¥d 4& the gencral with his blood, fo,
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they had their various and particular alsof °
villany in the guilt thereof, now lying apon
their confciences. And the guilt of thefe
their various afts of wickednefs could not
perhaps be reached to a removal thereof,
but by this particular apphcation. Repent
every one of you ; be baptized cvery one of
you, in his name for the remiffion of fins, and
you fhall every one of you, receive the gift
af the Holy Ghoft.

Ol;. But I wasone of them that plotted to
take away his life : May I be faved by him ?

Peter. Every one of you.

(b). But I was one of them that bare falfe
witnels againft:him ! Is there grace for me?

Pcter. For every one of yoa.

0. But I was one of them that cried out
Crucify, crucify him; and that defired that .
Barabbas the murderer might live, rather
than him;  What will become of me, think
you ? ‘

Peter. 1am to preach repentance and re-
miflion of fins to every one of you, fays Pe-
ter. ) .

0%. But I was one of them that did fpit in
his face when he ftood before his acculers;
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Praranvan

I atfo was one that macked him,-when in an-
guifh he hanged bleeding on the tree? Is
there room for me ?

Peter. For every one of you, fays Peter.

¢5). But I was caccf them that in his ex-
trermity faid, Give him gall and vinegar ta
drink : Why may I not expeél the famme when
anguifh and guilt 1s upon me ?

Peter. Repent of thefe your wickdnefles,
and here is remiffion of fins for every one of
you.

Oh. But I raided on him, I reviled him, &
hated him, I rejoiced to fee him mocked at
by others : €an there be hopes for me ?

Pcter. There isfor everyone of you. Re-
pent and be baptized every onc of you o
the name of Jefus Chrift, for the remiflion of
fins. and ye thall receiye the gift oi:the Hoiy
Ghoit. Oh! what a bleffed cve., one of
you is here ! How willing was Peter, and the
Lord Jefus, by his miniltry, to catch thele
murderers with the word of the golpcl, that
they night be made monsments of the grace
of God! How unwiliing 1 fay, was he, that
any of thele thould efzape the hand of mer-
cy ! Yea, what an amazisg wonder 1s 1t w0
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tirink, that above all the world, and  above
every body init, thele {hould kave the hrfd.
offer of mercy ! ¢ Begioning-at Jerulalem.”

But was 1h°rc not formething of moment in
this ciaufe of the commiflion? Did not Pe-
ter, think you, fee a great deal in 1t, that he
fhould thus begin wiath thefe men, and thus
offer fo particularly, this grace to cach pars
ticular man of them ?

But, as I told vou, this is rot all; tuele
Jerufalera finness muit have this offer agum
and z2gain ; every one of thein muft be o%
fercd it over and over, Chrift would not take
the firft rejetlion for a denisl, nor their fe-
cond repulfe for a denial; but he wiil ha
grace offered once, and twice, and thrice, 10
thefc Jeruialem finners.  Is notthis 2mazing
grace ! ! Chi:lt wii not be put off: Thele aie
hinners that are finners indeed. They are
finners of the viggafifore ; conlequently fuch
as Chnft can, it they covert and be faved,
beft ferve his exds and deligns upon. Cf
which more anon. . ‘

But what a pitch of grace is t}u Chnfl is
minded to .maze the world, andto fhew, that
he atzth not like the children of ineis.  This
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ts that which he faid of old, ¢ I will not exea-
cute the fiercenefs of my wrath, I-will not:
return to dzftroy Ephraim, for I am God and-
not man;” Hol. xi. g. This is not the mar-
rer of mew; menare fhorter- winded ; men.
are foon moved to take vengeance,. and to.
rijht themfelves in a way of wrath.and in-
dignation. But God 1s full of grace, full of
patience, ready to forgive, and one that de-
Jights in mercy. All this is feen in our text,
The biggeft finners muft firlt be oftered mer-
cy; they muft, I fay, have the cream of the
golpel offered unto them.

But we will a litdle sroceed. In the third-
chapter we find, that they who e{caped con-
verting by the firft fermon, are called upon
again, to accept of grace and and forgivenefs,.
for their murder committed on the Son of’
God. You have Kkilled, yea, ¢ you have de-.
nied, the holy one and the juft, and defired.
a-murderer to be granted unto vou ; and kill-
ed the prince ofilife.” Mark, he falls again.
upon the very mean that attually were as you
have itin the chapters following, his very be-
trayers and murcerers, Afls iii. 14. 15.as be-

iﬂg _Loatb that Lhcy fhould efcapc the mercy of.
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forgivenefls ; and exhorts them again to re-

pent, ihat their fins might be blotted out,

ver. 1g. 20. | |
Again, in the fourth ¢hapter, he charges

‘them afreth with this murder, ver. 1c. but
-withal tells them, ¢ Salvatton is no other.”
“Then, like a heavenly decoy, he puts himfelf

ailfo amornig them, to draw them the better
under the net of the gofpel, faying ; ¢ There

-is none othcr name under -heaven given

among men, whereby we muft be faved,”
ver. 12.

Ir the fifth chapter you hrd “them railing
at him, becaule he continued preaching a-
mong them falvation in the name of Jefus.
Bat he teils them, Thatthat very Jefus whom
tney had {lainand hanged on agtree, him God

“had raifed up, and exalted to be.a Prince and
-a Savioar, to give repentance to Irael, and

forgivenefs of fins, ver. 29. 30. 31. Sullin-

“finuaung, that though they had killed him,

and to this day rejetted him, yet kis bufinefs

was to beftow upon them repentance and for-
givenels of fins.

It is true after they began to kill aztin,
and when nothing but killing would ferve
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their turn then they that were fcattered a-

broad went every where prc:aching the word.

Yet even fome of them fo hankered after the
converfion of the ‘Jews, that they preached
the gofpel only to them. Alfo the apolftles
f1ill made their cbode at-Jerufalem, in bopes
that they might let down their net for another

-draught of thefe jerufalem Ginners. Neith-

er did Pau! and Rarnabas, who were the min-

.ifters of God to the Gentiles, but offer the

gofpel, in the firlt place, to thole of them
that for their wickednefs were {cattered like

-vagabonds among the nations! yea, and when

they rendered rebeliion and blalphemy for
their fervice and love, they replied, ¢ It was
neceffary that the word of God thouid fudt
have been {poken to them,” Adls 1. 8 x1i: 46.
47

Nor was this their preaching unfuccefsful
among thefz people : but the Lord Jelus fo
wrought with the word thus [poken, that
thoufands of tham cape flocking to kim for
mercy. Three thouland of them clofud with
him at the fiait 5 and afierwards two thou-
fand more ; for ncw they were i number
about five thoufand ; whereas before ferinons
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was preached to thefe murderers, the num-
ber of the difciples ¢¢ were not above - a hunt
dred and twenty,” Afls i. 15. ii. 410 1V 4.
Alfo amoeng thofe people that thus ﬂ'édi‘_eg
to him for merey, there was a great company
of the priefts,. Afls vi. 7, Now the. priefls
were they that were the greateft of thefe big-
gell finners; they were the ringleadess, they
were inventors or ringleadersin the mifch
It wasthey that {et the people againfifpdilid
Jelus, and that was the caufe why: the¥pitg.
increafed, until Pilate: had "given feaiénce
upon him.. « The chief priefls and "elders,”
fays the text, ¢ perfuaded (the people) the
multitude, that they thouid afk Barabbas, and
deftroy Jefus,” Matth. xxvii. 20.. And yei
behold the priefts, yea a great company of
the priefts, became obedient to the faith.
. Oh'the greatnefs of the grace of Chrift 1
that he fhould be thusin love with the fouls
of Jerafalem finners ! that he thould be thus
aelighted with the falvation of Jerufelem fi-
ner! that he fhould not only will that his.
gofpel thould be offer=d unto them, but that:
1t {aould b offered unto them firft, and be, -

Bz
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foré other finners were admitted to-aliearing:
of it: ¢ Begin at Jerufalem.” '

Was this doflrnine well- believed; where
would thcre be a place for a doubt, ora
fear of the damnation of the foul, if the fin-
ner be penitent, how. bad a life foever be has
lived, bow many foever in number are his.
fins.

But this grace is hid froms the eyes of men,
the devil kides it from them; for he knows
it isalloring, he knows it has an attratting
virtue : it: for this is it. that above all ar-
gumen:s can diaw the foul 10 God..

I cannot help 1t, but muft let drop aroth-
er word. The fift church, the Jerufalem
church, from whence the golpel was to be
fent into all the world, was a church mnade up
of Jerufalem finners. Thefe great finners
were the moft thining monumenis of the ex-
¢ecding grace of God.

Thus you fee I have proved the doc-
trine ; and that notonly by fhewing you that
this wasthe prafiice of the Lord Jefus Chrift in
- his lifeumz, but his lait will when he went
up to God, fayirg, * Beg n to preach at je-
rufalem.”
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Yea, itis ‘yet further manifefted, in that
-when his mintiters firt'beganto preachthere,
ke joined his power to the ‘word, to the
-converting of thoulands of his betrayers and
murdzrers; and alfo many of the ringleading
priclts to the faith.

I {hall now proceed and fhall thew you,

1. The reafons of the point : |

2. And then make {ome application of the
wiole. |

The obhfervation youknow, is ‘this: Jefus
‘Chnift wouid have mercy offered, in the firft
place, to the brggell finners, to the Jerufalem
f.nners: «Preach -repentence wnd remiffion
of fins, in my name, ameng all nations begin-
ning at Jerufalem.”

‘The reafons of the noints are,

I'irlt, Becaufe the biggeft finners have
moit need thereof. He that has moft need,
veafon fays, thould be helped firk. I mean,
when a helping hand is ofti:red, and now it
s : for the golpcl of the grace of God is fent
to help the world, A&ts xvi. g.  But the big-
geflt fianer has moft need: Therefore, in rea-
ton, when mercy is fent down from heaven
(0 men, the worlt of men fhould have the
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firft offer of it. “ Begin at Jerufalem.” This
is the reafon which the ‘Lord himfeif ren-
ders, why in his lifetims= he left the beit, and
turred him to the worft : why he fat fo loole
from the righteous, and ftuck {o clofe to the
wicked. The whole, faith he, ¢ bave nonecd
of the phyfician but the fick. I came not
to call the righteous, but finners te repent-
ance,” Mark n. 15.16. 17.

Above you read, that the {cribes and phar-
ifees faid to his difciples, ¢ How ts-it that he
eateth and drinketh with publicans and-fin-
ners ?” Alas! they did not'know the reaion :
But the Lord renders them one, and fuch an
one as is both natural and cogent : faying,
Thefe have nced, moft need. Their great
nece{lity requires that I thould be moft fricnd-
ly, and fhew my grace firlt to them. -

Not that the other were fnlefs,.and fo had
no need of a Savicur; but the publicans and
thcir companions, were the biggedt finners :
they were as to view, worfe than ihe {enbes:
and thereforc in reafon fhould be heiped firfl,
hecaule they had moft need of 2 Savioar.

Men thatare at the point to die have morg
nced of the phyfician, than them that are but
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now and then troubled with a heart fainting

jualm. The publicans and finners were, as
it were in the mouih of death; death was
fwaliowing of them-down ; and therefore the
‘Lord Jefus receives them firlty effers them
‘mercy firf. ¢ The whele have no need of
‘tie phyfician but the fick. I came nottae
-call the righteous, but finners to repentance.”
The fick, as'T faidy is the biggeft fianer, whe-
‘ther he fees bis difeafe or not.  Heis ained
from head to foat, from heatt to iife and con-
ve-fation. This man, in every man’s judg-
‘tnent, has the moft need of mercy. There
:1s nothing attends him from bed te board, and
from board to bed again, but the vifible
‘charaflers, and obvicus fyinptoms of eternal
damnation. This therefere -1s  the man that
has necd, moft need.; and therefore in rea-
fon fhould be heyped in the firft place. Thus
it was with the people concerned in the text,
they were the worft of finners, Jerulalem
Ainners, finvers of the biggeft fize; and there-
fore fuch as had the arcateft need : where-
fure they muft have mercy offered to them,
sbelore 1t be offered any swhere elfe in the
world, ¢ Begin at Jerufalem,” offer mercy
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firft to a Jeriufilem finner. This man has
moft need, heis fartheft from God, nearefl to
kell, and fo one that has moft need. This
man’s fins are in number the moft, in cry the
loudeft, ‘in weight the heavieft, -and confe-
quently will fink him f{ooneft : wherefore he
kas moft need of mercy. Thisman is fhut
‘up in Satan’s hand, fafteft bound in the cords
of his fins; cone that juflice is whetting his
fwvord to cut off; and therefore has moll
reed, not only of mercy, but that'it fhould
be exiended to him in the firft place.

But a littie furher, te thew you the true
nature of this ‘reafon, :to wit, That Jefus
Chiift would have mercy offered,-in the firft
place, to the biggeft finners.

Firit, Mercy arifeth from'bowe!s and com-
paflion, from pity, and from a feeling of the

_conaition of thofein mifery. ¢1In his love,
and in his pity he faveth us.” And again,
“The Lord is piiiful, very pitiful, and of
great mercy, Ifa. lxiit. . Jam. v. 11.

Now, wheie pity and compailion 1s, there
is yearning of the bowels; and wherc there
s that, there is readinefs wo help. And,
{ay again, The more deplorable and dreadtul
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the condition is, the more dire&tly doth bow-
els and compaflion: turn themfelves to fuch,
and offer help and deliverance.. All this
flows from our-firft. fcripture preof, ¢ I came
to call them.that have need ;" to calithem
firll, while the reft look on-and murmur.

“ How. {hall 1. give thce up Ephraim ?°
Ephraim-was a revolter from God, a man that
had given himfelf up to devilifm :. a compa-
ny of mcn.-the ten tfibes, that- worthipped
devils, while Judah kept with his God. ¢ But
how fhall I give thee up Epkraim ? How fhall
I deliver thee Ifrael ?. How fhall Imake thee
as Adma ? How fhali. L fet.the as Zeboim ?
(and yet thou.art worfe than.they ; ner has
Samaria committed half thy 6ns,” Ezek. xvi,
46—51.) <« My heart is turned within me,
and my rspenungs are kindled together.”
Hof. x1. 8. |

But where do vou find that everthe Lord
did thus rowl in bis bowels for and- afier any
{elf-righteous man? No, no, they are the
pubiicans and harlots, ido'ators and jerufa-
lem finners, for whom his bowels thus yearn
and tumbie about within him ;. For,. alas!
poor worms, they have moft nced of mercy,
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Had not the gnod Samaritan more compai-
fion for that man that f 1l among the thieves,
(though that-fall was occafioned by his going:
from the place where they worﬂupped God
to Jericho, the curled city,)"than we read hc
nad for any oiher befides ? His wine was for.
him, his oil was for him, his penny, his care
and . his {wadhing bands for him; for, alas!
wretch, he had moft need, Luke x. so.—3:.

Zaccheus the pubrican, the chicf of the
publicars, one that had made himfleif the-
richer by wronging of others ; the Lord at:
that time f{ingleth him out from all the reft of
his brother publicans, a2nd that in the face of
many Pharifces, and proclaimed in the audi-
ence of them all, that that day falvation was-
come to his houfe, Luke xix. 1.—85.

The woman alfo that had b2en bound down
by Satan, for eighteen: years- together, his -
compaflicns pumna him: upon it, he loofed
her; though thofe that ftood by inarled at:
him for fo doing, Luke xiii. 13.—13¢

And why the woman of Sarepta, and why.
Naaman the Syrian, rather than widows and
lcpus in Ifrael ; but becaufe their condi-
tens were more dpp o*o.blc, (for that) they.




200D NEWS TO:THE VILEST @F MIZF, 33
were moft forlorn, and fartheft from help,
-Lukeiv. 25.—27 :

But I fay why all, thefe, thus namcd ? why
-have we not a catalogue of fome holy men
~that {o in their own ¢yes, and in the judg-
ment of the world? Alas, if at any time
-any of them are meantioned, how fcemingly
coldh doth the record of Scripture prefent
them to us : Nicodemus a night profcffor,
-2nd Simon the pharifec, with his fifty pence ;
and their great ignorance of the methods of
srace we have row and then touched upoa.

Merey feems to be out ¢{his proper chan-
nel, when'it deals with felf-righteous men;;
but ‘hen it rans with a {ull fireamn when it

extends iuclf to the bigz &t .finners.  As
God’s merty is not regulated by man’s good-
nefs, nor obtained by mav’s worthinefs; fo
not much fet out by faving any fuch. But
more of this anon.

And hear let ne afk my reader aqucﬂ:on 2
Suppofe that as theou art walking by .fome
pond fide, thou fhould efpy in it four or five
culldren all in danger of drowning, and one in
more dangeft than all the reft, judge which
bas molt nccd to be heiped out ﬁrﬁ ? Iknom

.-,-.,.l\
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thou wilt fay, he that is nearell” drowaing.
“\Why, this is the cale ; the biggslt huner, the
nearer - drowning ; therefore "Jhe = bigger
finner the more-need of mercy, yea, of beip
by mercyin the firkt place. And to this our
text agrees, when it faith, ¢ Beginning at Je-
rufalera.” : Let the Jerufalem finncr, fays
Chnfy, have the firft offer, the firt invitation,
firft tender of my grace asd mercy, for he is
the biggeft finner, and fo has the moft need
.thereof,

Secondly, Chrift Jelus would bave  mercy
offered in the firfl place to the bisgeit fin-
ners, becaule when they, any ofibem. re-
cetve it; it redounds: meft to. the fame of his
name, |

Chrift Jefus, as you: may perceive, has put
himfelf under-the- term of a phyfician, a-doc-
tor for curing of dileafes: And ybu know -
that applaufe and a fame s a thingthat phyfi-
cians much defire. That is it ‘that helps
them to patientsy and that al{o that will help
their paticrits to conmmmit themfelves to riveir
{kill for cusc, with the mare confidence- and
repole of fpirit. And the beft way tor a
do8lor or - Geran to,get themfeives g name

< —'0 I\L\a‘ ‘-r-bv --e \
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is, in the firft place, totake tn hand, ané cure
fome fuch as ali others have given off for loft
znd dead. " Phylicians get n=ither name nor
fame by pricking of wheals, or picking out
thiftles, or by laying of plailtess to the feratch

ofapin: every old woman can do this. But

ifthey want a name and a fams, if they will

ingve it quickly, they muft, as I faid, do fome

great and defperate cures. Let them fetch

oue to life that was dead ; let them recover

one-to wits that was mad; let them make one

that was born blirg to fec 5 or lct them give

ripé wits to a-fool; thefe are notable cures,

and he that can do thus andif hecan do thus

hirlt, he fhall have the name and fame he de-
fires * he'may iay a-bed till noon.

Why, Chrift Jelus forgiveih finsfor a namé, “

and fo begets for him!elf a good reportinthe
hearts of the children of men. And there-
farein reafon he mult be willing, as alfe he
did com:nand, that Lis mercy ihould be offer-
cd firft 1o the biggell fnners, |

““ I will forgive their fins, iniquities, and
tranfgreflions,” favs he, “ and it fhall turn to

s for aname ofjoy, and praife and an bonos,
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hefore all the nations of th= earth;” jcremxah

xxxmi. 8. g.

And hende itis, that at s firlt appeaning -
he took upon him to do fuch mighty works:
He got a fame thereby ; he got aname Lberc-
by. Muauh.iv.23.24:

When Chrnift had caft ihe leglon of dcvxls
out of the man of whum you read, Mark v.
he bid him-go homes to his friends and tell it:
¢ Go home,” faith he, * to thy frieads, and
tell them how great things God has done for
thee, and has had cor:lna.ﬁion or thee,” Mark
v. 1g. Chrnft Jefus feeks 3 name, and de-
fireth a fame in the worid : and therefore,
or the botier to . obtain thaty, he commands
that mercy {hould firlt be proffered to the
bigaeft finners, by the faving of one of them
ln, n .J.Cs all m2n marvel. Ae it 1s faid of
the man lalt menuoned, whom Chrift cured
towards the beginning of is mxmﬁry s ¢ And
ke departed,” layvs the text, -* and began to
pubiifh 1n Decapolis, how great things  Je-
{us had done for him ; and ail men did mar.
vel,” ver, 2.

When joha told Chrift, that 1I‘Ly fav onc .
cafting out deovils 1 his name, and they for-

- ————
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‘rb“nde him;.becaufe he followed not with them,
what is the anlwer of Chrift % Forbid .him »

not, forthere isno man which fhall do a mi- e

racle in my .name, that can lightly fpeak eval
of me.” No; they will rather caufe: his
praile to be hwd-and his namé 10 db mig- .
mhicd, and fo pat.giory.on the kead of Chrit. -
But we will }ollow a liztle our metaphor:
Chrift as I faid, has.put himfelf under the
term ofa plnﬁt.an confequently defireth-
that his-fame, as to the falvation. of . finners,
may {pread abroad, that the: world:may fee”
what he cando.- And to this:end, Hhs not:
only commanded, that the. biggell.finners
fhould have. the firit offer of mercy, but has,
zs phyficians'do, put out his-bills, and pubu
lxﬁn,d his doings, that things-niay be rcad and. |
tatked of.: Yea, he ©as moreover, in thele
his blefled bills, the-holy [criptures I . mean,
infcried the very names of perions, the plates
- ol their abotle, and.the great curcs by means
of his {alvations, he has wrought upon 1o this
very end.  Heve s, e, Such a one by my
agace and rcdeemxr- bluad, was made a mo-
nument of ev erhﬁma life; and fuch & one,




58  THE JURUSALER SINNER SANED ; U8,

by my perfeft abedience, became: an -heir: of -

~ glory.  And then he produceth their names. -

. % Jtem, I faved Lot from the guilt and: dam--
naton thet ke had precared to ‘himfelf by .
lﬁa*ilmeﬁ. e o S .
* Jtem, 1 faved Bgvid from the vengeance
that belonged ¢o- him for commining -adultry -
and murder. = . S |

Here is alfo Solomon, Manafféh, Peter, .

Magdalen, and many others, made mention
of in-this book. Yes, here are their names,
tireir fins and- their. falvations-regerded to.
gether, that yoy may read ind know whata .
Saviour he- is, and .do him.lionout in the

' world. “ Far why are thefe .things- thus re-

~ corded, but to thew to finners what he can
de, 10 the praife and glory of his grace ?

 And itis obfervable, ar I faid. before, we -

-~ have but very litdle of - the falvation of little
linners'mentioned in God’s book, becaule
that would not have anfwered the. defign, to
wit, t6 bring glory and .fame to-the Son of
God.

What fhoyld Le the rcafom, think you, -

why Chiifl thould {o eafily take a denial of
thc great onesy that were the grandaur ol the -
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world, and ftruggle fo hagl for hedge creep-
‘ets and-highway-men, (zs#hat parable, Luke *5
Xiv. feems to import he doth}but to fhewforth
the riches of the glory-of his grace to his
praife ? This, I"fay, is'cne reafon to be fure.

They that had their grownds, their yoke
of oxery 2nd theirr:arriage joys, werd invited
to come ; but they nvade their excufe and
that ferved the turn. But’ when he comes
to deal with the worfly he faith, to his fer-
" vanis, Go ye out, and bring them in hither.
“ Goout quickly,:and bring -in hither the
poor, the maimed, the halt, and the- blind.
And theydid fo.” And he faid again, ¢« Go
out into the highways and hedges, and com:
pel them to come ¥n, that my houfe may " be
filled,” Luke xiv. 18, 1g,: 200 “Théle poor,
lame, ‘maimed, blind, hedge:cteepers and
highway-men, muft ciemein, muft be forced
in. Theley if fived, will make his mugrits

~ thine. | .

When Chrilt was trucilied, #nd hanged
op between the eartiwand heavens, there was
two thieves crucified with' him; and behoid
he lays tiold on one ofthem, and will have

“bim away with bim to:glory. Wasnot thisa
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ftrange a&t; and @' difplay of um‘xougnt ®f
o brace: ? Were thebe none but thieves thefe,
-or were the reft of that company out of bxs

reach ? Gouldhe not, think ytu, have ftoop-

ed from the crefs-to the - ground and have
laid hold on feme honefter man if he would ?
‘Yes, doubtlefs. " Ch! but then he would not
Lave diiplayed his grace, nor fo have purfued
-his own defigns, namely, to get to himfeif a
-praife and a name ; but now he kas done it
to purpofe. For who that fhall read this

“ftory but muit coufefs, that the Son of God

is full of grace; {or a prouvtthe riches there.
.cfy he left behind hin, wbrnmvo“ the zrofs,
he took the thief away with him to glory.
Ner can this one adrof his he baried ; Towil

" be talked of to the end of ihe world 1o kis

pr:.il'c. ¢ Men fhall fpeak of the might of

tiy terrible afls, a..r w! ” declare thy arka[-
arefs: They fhalls ounuam;; atier the mewm-
ory ofthy great goodacis, and fhali ing of thy

rightcoul pefs ‘They fhall fpesk of the ;:,‘crv
of thy kingdom, 3nd taik of ihy po-ver; to
make known to the fons of men his mngty

alts and the glonmla ma;elty ofkis kmgu\)m. i

Plal. cxiv. 6. 7. 8. g 100 11, 124

&
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When the word of Godtfame among the -
conjurers, and thofe foo ayers, that youy
read of, A8ts xix; and thad prevailed with *
fome of them 1o accept of the grace of -
Chrift, the Hoiy Ghoft record: it witha boaft :
-tor that it would redotind to his praiie fayir;g,
“ And maay of them that - ufed carious --
arts, brought their:-books together, and -bu rn--
ed them before al} nen, ard counted the -
price ofthem, and found i hfiy thoufand pieces
-ob-iilter; fo mighily grew-ihe wordof God, .
and prevailed,” A8 xix. i0. 20. It wrench-
ed out of the clutches of Satan fome of thofe -
of whom he thought himfeif mofF fure. - «Sp
mightly grew the word of God.” It grey -
mighiiis, it encroached uponthe kiugdom of
the devil = Itpurfyed kim and took the prey ;
Itdorced.him o leg go:his hold : It brought
3wy~ captive, as prifogers taken by force
of .3ams, fome of the valiant of his ar-
@y lotgiched back from, asit were, the
gondherof hell, fome of thofe that were his
mdﬁ:xmﬁy, 2id. that wiih bell had heen =t -
Aanagreanent: It made them come and con. -
fels their-dedsy and bury their books before. .
' Cz - ,
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alimen: ‘f'St) mightily grew the- word “of"~
God, and prevailed.”

Thas, therefore, you fee- whv -Chnft wiil*
have mercy offzred in the firft place to the -
bxgveft‘unners, they have moft -need there-
of : and this is the moft ready way ‘to extoi
his name that ridctn ‘upon the hea:ens to our
bhelp. Bag :

Thirdly, Cinift jems would -have mercy
offerzd 1 the firft place to the. biggelt fin-
ners,. becaufe by thetr forgiviels and {alva-
tiony others hearing of ity \vdl ve cncouram.u :
the-more w0, come to him for life.

‘For the phvhician by caring the moft def-
perate at the firf}, ‘doth not only get himlelf a
name, but begets encouragement iorthe minds
of other difeaicd folksto come to- him for
help,. Hence you fed of-our Lord, thataf-
ter, through his tender merey, he- curcd .
many of great difeales, his fame was® fpread -
abroad, ¢ They brought unto him-all {icie
p-opie that were taken Cwith divers difeales
and tormants, and thofe which were poflcfied
with devils, and thofe that had the paliv, and
ke hcaled themn; and there followed hiin
greag I oliredes o peopic fiom Gatliice, .
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~~and Decapolis, and Jerufalem, and : Judea, -
<and from beyond , Jordaa,” Matth. iv. 24.

.0

a famc, 2 nams, rencwn, and now men take
encouragement, and-bring from all quarters
their difeafed to him, beii.g helped,-by-what

thev had heard, to believe that thetr difeafed

fhould be healed.
Nowy-as he -did with thefe outward cures,

fo he dees in the proffers of his grace and -

mercy : he proflers that in the firft place to
the biggeft finnors, - that cthers may- take
heart to come te-him to be fuved.- T will give
you a {cripture or two, I mean to fhew you
that Chrift; by commanding that-his mercy
fhould in the fieft place be Sered to the-big-
gell of finners, has a defizn thereby to encou-
rage and provoke others to eome alo to him
for mnercy. |
¢ Geod,” faith Paul, « who-is rich tn mer-
cy, for his great love whercwith he loved us,
even when we are dead in our fins, hath
gafuickened us togeiher with Chrift, (by grace
gc are faved) and bath raifed us up tozether,

..and madc us fit together im heaveniv places

See herey he firlt by working: gets himfelf
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in Chnft Jefus.” Bat why didhe doall this?
“ That in the ages to come he might fhew
the exceeding riches ofhis grace in bis kind-

nefs towards us through Chrilt jefus, Ephel.
1. 4.—7.

See, here 1sa defign: God lets -out his
mercy to Ephelus of defign, even to fhew to

~ the ages to come the exceeding riches of -his

grace, in his kindnefs to them through Chmft
Jefus.  And why to fhew by thele the ex-
ceeding riches of his arace -to the ages o
come, “thron gh' Chnit Jefus, but te allure

them, and their children alfo, to coine to him

and partake of the fame grace through Chuitt
Jeﬁla. .

But what was Paul and the preﬁan- fin-
ners ? Of Paul we will fpeak anon. Thele
Fphefian finners they were men dead in fing,
me: that walked according to the dictatesand

notions of the devil ; worfhippers of Diana,

that e feminate gmdefs men far oft’ from
God, alicns and {trange:s to all good things;
fach as were atar off hom thaty as I {aid, aml
conlequently in the moft deplcrable co
tton.  Asthe Jerufalem finners were of t
Ligaclt tortamongthe Jews, (i thele Epheb
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Tinners werc ofilre higheft fort amongtheGen-
tiles, Ephel. ik 1. 2 3 ik&s Xix, a:,. Ephcf
.11, 12, 4 '
Wherefore asfby the Temfaiemff unerﬁa'm
Iavmg :them farlt, he had a defign tauprovoke
others to céme to.hnnfor mercys {osthe fame
defign-is hevedet-on fobtagain, in hiscalling
and.converting the Ephéfian finmersy that in
the ages to coihe he might fhew the ‘exaeed-
ing riches of his grace, tays he, ¢ in hiskind-
pels towards us through Chrift” ]ems."%Therc
is yetone hint behmd Itis fald dhat Gl
faved thefe * forhis love ;" -thatis, as I think,
for the fetting fosth, far the commendatiors
of his love, for the ‘ad\ra'ncc of his love;:iin
the hearts and wminds- of them that - fhewld
-.come after. Aswho fhonld fay, God has
had mercy upon and been qracmus to yau,
that he might thew to- others, for their en-
couragement, that they have ground to come
to him ta be faved. “When God faves one
arcat finner, It ic 10 encourage another gmat
finner to come 4o him formercy. . i
» e faved the thich to enceourage thieves
ta come to him for marcy; he faved Magda-
~{en to cncourage other Magdalens ia come
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-to bim for merey ; he faved Saul to encou-
-Tage Sauls to come o him -for mercy ; and
. this Paul himfelf doth: fay, for this cavle faith
ehe, I obtainéd -mercy, thatin the ficft Jetus
:: Chriftmight Thew forth all long fuffering for
~a pattern to them which fhould hcrcafter be-
- heve onhim to everlafting life.” 1 Tir. i: 16.
.How plain are the words > Chriftin favmg
<of me has’given to the world a pattern of his
-grace thas they mght fee,-and believe, -and
~come, and be faved ;' that they that are to be
‘born:-héreafier mlght beheve en Jefus Chnift
to life everluﬁmg. '

- But :what was"Paul 2 \N]y he tells: veu -
'hxmfcif ; % T'am,” f{ays he, ¢ the chief of in-
ners : [ was,” fays he; ¢ a blafphemer, a per-

{ccutor, an inpirious perfon; but T obtained
-merey.” 1 Tim i.13. 15, Ay, thatis well
for you, Paul ; but what advantage have we
thercby ? Ok, very much, fuith he : - for «for
“this caufe I obtam -d mercy,” that in me firlt,
Jefus Chrift might fhew all long fuffering lor
a pattern to them wkich fhall believe on “Lim
to hife everlafting.
‘.u‘s, tlicrefore,. you fee that this t%
xealon is of ftrengii, namely, That Jcius

T = - - s T T T T **"’w
3
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Chrilt would have mercy offeced in the firfy:
place to the biggeft finners; becaufe, by their-
forgivenels and falvation; others, hearing : c?
ity \u!l be:encouraged the more to comb 20
him for mercy.. .

It may well theref fore be faid mGod“Thow *
delighteitin' mercy, and mercy nlea‘es thee.”
Mich. vii. 18.¢ | Ll

But who behcves that this was God's des
fign in-fhewing mercy of old ? namely,: thae :
we that -come after might take courage to
come to him for mercy? or that Jefus Chnft
would bave mercy offered in the firlt place -
to-the biggeft finners, to ftir up others tor-
come to him for life ?-This is not the manner -
of men, O God !

Bat David- fawv this beétimes g thercfore ‘z- ‘
makes thisone argument witle God, that he -
woutldblot out bis tran! grefhons, that be would ¢
forgive -his adultery, his-murders and hori- -
bl hypocni" - % Doit, O Lord,” faith he,
““do it, and' then will I teach tranfgreflois -
thy ways, and finnersihall be- conveited unto

_ thee Plal . go—s3g, |
“#s e knew that the converfion of finners
weuld-be a werk Chighly pleafic g 1o God, ws
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heing .that which he -had defigned before he-
made mountamnor hill : W’hereforc hecomes, -

- and fye fajth, Save e, O Lord ;- if thoy wilt -

bit fane.me, 1 -will fall in with thy defign; -
I *will help to bring what finners 10 thee I

_cant And-Lord, I'atm aiiling to be made a -

preacher.miylclf, for that F-have been a hor-
rible finner: Whercfore, if thou fhakt forgive -
my great. tranfarc{ﬁous, I 4hall be-a it man -

to'tell of thy wendrous grace to others.. Yea, -

Lord, I-dare promile, thatif thou wilt have
MEICy upon me, it fhall tend: to.the glory of
thy grace, and alfo to-the.increale of thy -
kingdom.; for I -wili teJLu, and finness will ¢
hear-of it.. . And therc 1s:nothing fo faktcth
with the hegring fianer as mercy,-and to be
infornued that God. is willing to'hellow it up-
on-bim. .1 will teach vapigreffors thy ways, g
and finners fliall be-convered unto'thee.”

ver.wtth Chriil: Iefus mis of his defign in -
proffzring of ‘mercy in-the Lt place o the
biggeft finners. You know what work the
Lord, hy laying hoid of the woman of Sama-

Jia, made among the people there. Toey
Jovew that hewvas a town fiuner;an adultereflsy . <

yea,ong that aftershe moft audacioys anaa-
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rer lived in uncleannefs with a man that was
not her hufband : But when fhe, from 2 turn

‘upon her heart, went into the city, and faid

to her neighbors, Come, Oh how they came!
how they flocked out of the city to Jelus
Chrift ! ¢ Then they went out of the city,
and came to him, and wany of the Samari-
tans {people perhaps as vad as herlelf ) believ-
ed on him, for the fzying of the womaa,
which teftified, faying, He told me all that e-
ver 1did,” Johniv. gq

That word, ¢« He to!d me all that ever 1
did,” was a great argument with them; for
bv that they gathcred, that though he knew
her to be vile, yet he did not defpife her, nor
refufe to thew how willing he was to commu-
nicaie ‘his grace unto her; and this fetched
over, firit her, then them.

Thiswoman, as 1 faid, was-a Samaritan fin-
rery a finner of the worft complexion : For
the Jews abhorred to have ought to do with
them (ver. 9.) wherefore none more fit than
fhe to be made one of the decoys of heaven,
to bring others of thefe Samaritan wild fowls -
under the net of the grace of Chrift. And
the did the work te purpofe. Many, and

D
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many more of the Samaritans believed on
him, (ver. 4o. 41. 42.) ‘The heart of man,
though fet on fin, will when- it comes onceto
a perfuafion that God:is willing to-have mer-
cy upon usyinclineto come to Jefus Chrift
for life. Witnefs thofe turn aways:from God
that vou alfo read of 1n ]eremuh for after
thcy had heard three or four times over, that
God had mercy for backiliders, they broke
out and faid, ¢ Behold we come unto thee for
:hou art the Lord our God.” -Or as thofein
Hofea did « For in thee the fatherlefs find
mercy,’ [cr iti. 2¢. Hol. xiv. 1. 2. 3.
\1cxcv and the revelation thereof, 1s the
only’ antidote againft fin. ‘Itisof a hawma
nature ; it will loofe the heart that is frozen
up in ﬁn ; yea, it will make the:unwilling will-
ing to come to Jetus Chyift for life.
Wherefore, do vou think, was it that Jelus
Chrift told ihe adulterous woman, and thai be-
fore fo many-finners, that he had not condern-
ed her. but to allure her'with them there pre-
fent, to hope to find favourat his hands.  (As
he alfo faith in anotherplace, < I came not to
judge, but to fave the world.” For might
thcy not thence moft rationally conclude,
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that if -]t‘:fus Chriit had rather fave than damn
an harlot, there was eacouragement for them
# come to Lim formercy.

I: heard once a fory from a feldier, who
with his company had lai] fiege againft a fort,
that fo long as the beficged were perfuaded
their fozs would thew them no favour, they
feught like madmen ; but when they faw one
of ihcir fellows taken and received to favour,
they all came tumbling dowa from tieir for-
trefs, and-delivered themfelves into their en-
eies hasds. |

I am perfuadzd, did men believe that there
1s that grace and willingnels in the heart of
€hrilt to-fave finners as the word imports
there 1s, they would come tumbiing into his
arms: bat Satan has bindad their mmds, that
they cannot lee tms thing,  Howbeit, the

Lord Jefus has, as Lud mat others might
take heart and come hm“ given oyt a com-
mandmant, that mercy mcukl-m the firtt
place be oftered te the higgefl finners. & Be-
gin,” faith he, “at Jerufalem.” And thus I
end the third reafen.

Fouarihly, Jelus Chrift would have mcrcy

eflered in the arft placs to the bigaclt Guner
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becaufe that is the way, it they receive i,
moft to weaken the kmgdom of Satan, and to
keep it loweft in every age of the world.
The biggelt finners, they are Satan’s colonels
and captains, the leaders of his people, and
they that moft ftoutly make head againft the
Son of God. Wherefore let thefe firft be
conquered, and his kingdom will be weak.
When lthbofhethhad loft his Abner, his Zing.
dom was made weal ; nordid he fit but tot.
tering then upon his throne. So when Sa-
tan loofeth his firong men, them that are migh-
ty to work iniquity, and dexterous to manage
others in the fame, then is his kingdom weak;
2 Sam. ili. Tuerefore k fay, Chrift doth of.
fer mercy in the frfk piace o fuch the mors
o weakun hls kingdom. Chriit Jefus was
glad to ice Satan-fall iike lightning from hea-
ven, that iz, fudderly or. headlong ; 2nd it
was, {urelv, by calting of him out “of itronz
pOﬂLﬁl ang, and by xcconrmvr ci fome noto-
rious nners et ol ois ¢l '.1Lh€< Luke x. 17,
18, 1c.

S.um foawheabe wouid pu] dmvn the Ph:.
litline." tom siz. touk nod of e two m;-i'x
dlevs of b ane Breabting thewy down came

oo ar

.

oot




COO0® Kt S TP THE VILEST OF MR, 4.2

v

the houfe. Chrilt came to deftroy the works
of the devil, and o deftrov by converting:
gracc, as well as by 12deemingbloed. - Now
in fwarms and: licth b legions, and wholé
armics, in the fouls. of the. bigg={t- finners,
as in garrifons :- wherefore the way, the:
moft direlt way to deftroy i, 1is firft to
deal with fach finners by the word of his gol
pel, and by the merits of his paflion.
For examplc,theuah I thall give y~u but-
a homely one : - Suppofe a family to be "very-
loufy, and one or twa of the family: 1o be in
chief the breeders,.the way, the quickeft way,
to clear that family, or at leaﬁ to weaken the
fo {fwarming of tholc vermin, is, in the firlt
place, to fweeten the fkin, head, and ciothes
of the chief breeders: and then,; though all
the family flvould be apt to breed them, the
number of thems and fo the greatnefs of
thet plague there, will be the more impaired.
Why, there ave fome peopic that are 1R
- ehictthe devil's fin-breeders 1n the towns and
vlaces where they ive.  The place, town, or
h\fmly whore they live, mult needs be horn-
biy loufv, 3ad as it were, eaten up with ver-
2. Nowy ivithe Lord jefus 1o the hrl
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riaee, slesntz thele greatheeeders, and thm
will be given a nip to thote- {warms- of G»
that ufe to be committed in fuch pla\cc -
throughout the town, houle, or familv, wherc-
fuch fin brcedmg perfons uled to be.
I fpeak-by experience - I: was one of thele

loufy ones, one of thefe great fin-breeders;

Iinfe&led all the youth of the town where I
was borns with all manner of youthful vani-
ties. The lzf'xghbours counted me fo; my.
pm&,ce proved me {o ; wherefore Chrift fe-
fus took me firf}; and takma me firft, the con-
tagton wds much alnyed all the town over.
“ hen God maade me figh, they would hear
kea and enq: airiagly ﬁs, What is the mattc.
vith John ? Tuey alfo gave their various o-
pinicns of me :. Rat as I faid, fin cooled, and
fatlea, as to his full career.. \When I went
out to {~ek the bread of life, fome of themn
would foliow,and the rcﬂ be put im0 a mufe
at home. \e‘., ahboft the town, at ity at
trmes wouid go out to hear at the place where
I found goed; vea, young and old fox a
while had fome reiormation on them ; alfo
fome of theay, perceiviag that God had mcruz
¥pon &, Caine cx)mg.w him lor mercv tooe

-
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"But what reed T give you an‘inftance of
poor’l; I will come to Maniffeh the king.
So long as he was a ringleading finner, the
great idolater and chief for devihifin, the
whole fand flowed with wickednefs: ¢ For

‘he madce them to G, and do worfe than the

heathen that dwelt round about themn, or that
was caft out from before them : But when
God converted him, the whole land was re-
formed. Down went the groves, the ‘1dols,
and altars of Baal, and up went true religion
in much of the power 2nd purity ot it. Yoa
will fay, The king reformad by power. Tan-
fwer, Doubtlefs, and by example too, for pco-
ple obferve theirleaders ; as theirfathers did,
{o did they, e Chron. xxxiii. 2. Kings xvii. 41.

This, therefore, is another reafon why Je-
fus would have mercy offcred in the firft place
to the biggeft finners, becaule thatis the beft
way, if they reccive it, mofe to weaken the

| ‘kingdom of Satan, and to keep it poor and

Sate. .

low.

And do you not ihink now, that if God
would but take hold of the hearts of fome of
the moft notoriousin your town, in your fa-
mily, or country, that this thing would be ve-
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‘tified before your faces ? It would, it wouid,
to the jov of you that are godiv, to the mak-

g of hell to figh, to the great fupprefling
ef fin, the:glory of “Chrift, and the joy of the
angels of God. And miniftersthould there-

“fore, that this-wogk might goon, take advan-

tages to-perfuade with the biggeft finners to
come into Chrifty according to my text, and
their commiffions ; ¢ Beginntng at jerufalem.”

Fifthiy, Jefus Cbrift would have mercy of-
fered in the firit place to the biggeft fin-
ners ; becaufe, fuch-when conveited, are u-
fually the beft helpsin the church againlt
temptations, and httefl for the fupport of the
feeble minded there. Hence, ulually you
have fome fuch in the firft plantation of chur-
ches, or quickly upon it. -Churches would
do but forrily, if Chrift Jefus did not put
fuch converts among them: they are the
monuments and mirrors of mercy. The ve-
ry fight of fuch a finner in God's houle, yea,
the very thought of him where the fight of
him cannot be had, is oft times greatly for
the help of the faith of the tecble.

“ When the churches (faith Paul) that were
in Judea, heard this concerning me, that he
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which perfccuted them:in time paft, now
preached the faith which he once deftroyedy
they glorifred God in me,” Gal. i. 20.—24.

Glorified God ! How- is that ? Why, they
praifed him, and took courage to believe the
more in the mercy of God ; for that he had
had merey.on fuch a great finner ashe. They
glorified :God [in me ;] they wondered that
grace fhould be fo rich, as to take hold offuch
a-wretch as T was ; and fer my fake believed.
in Chrift the more. .

There are two things that great finners are
acquainted with, when they come to divulge
them to the faints, thatare a great relief to -
their faith.

1. The contefts that they ufually have with
the devil at their parting with them.

2. Their knowledge of:his fecrets in his.
workings.

For the firfl, The biggeft finners have.ufu-
ally great eontefts with the devil at their part-
ings, and this is an help to faints, for ordina.
ry- faints: find afterwards what the vile ones-
Aind at firft ; but when at the opening of hearts.
the one finds himfeif to be as-the other, the
oae is a comfort io the other, The [efer

Ds.
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fort of -finners find but little of this, till- 2fter
they have been fome time ia profefhon ; but
the vile man meets with his at the-beginning.:
Wheretore he, when the other is down, is rea-
dy to tell that he has met with the {ame be-
fore.. Satan is loth to part with a great fin-
ner.  What, my .true fervant, (quotk he) my:,
old fervant, wilt thou forfake me now ? Hav-.
ing {o often fold thyfclf to me to work wick-
euncfs, wiit thou forfake me now ? Thou:
horrible wretch, doft not know, that thou haft:
finned thyfelf beyond the reach of grace, .
and - doft think to -find mercy now ? ‘Art not.
thou a murderer, a ihief, a harlot, a witch, a.
finrer of the greateft fize, and doft thou look,
for-mercy now ? Dot thou think .that Chrift
will foul his fingers with thee.

it is enough to make angels bluth, fuith-
Satams to fee fo vile a one knock at heaven’s.
gate for mercy, and wiit thou be fo abomina-
bly bold to do 1t 7 Thus Satan dezlt wiih me,,
fays the great finner, wher at firft I came to
Jefus Chrit.  And what cid you rcp!y ? {uith
the tempted. Why, I .granted the whaole
charge 1o be true, fay< tie other, And what,

did you defpsir, oi hoe 7 No, fuih be, X
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‘frid, [ am Magdaien, T am Zacheus, I am the
: thief, I am the harlot, ‘I am the publican, I
am the prodigal, and one of 'Chriit’s murder-
ers : vea, worfe than any of thefe ; and yet
God was fo far of?from 1eje&mg me, (as I
found afterwards) that there was mufic ‘and
.dancing in his houfe for me, and for joy that
1 was come home unto him. O bleffed be
'God for-grace, fays the other, for then I hope
“there is favour for me.  Yea, as'] told you,
fuch a onc is a continual fpe&tacleiin the
-church, for every onc,to behold God’s grace,
-and wonder by.

odly. ‘And as for the fecrets of Satzp, fach
as are fuggceftions to queflion the belnc ot
(God, the Truth of his word, and to be annoy-
ed with devilith bla!phemxcs; none'more ac-
quainted with thefe than the biggeft finners
at their converfion: wherefore thus alfo they
are prepared to'be helpsin the church to re-
lieve and tomfort the other.

I might alfo here tell you of the contells
and vattles that fuch are engaged in, wherein
they find the belettings of Satan, above any
other of the faints. At which time Satan al-
faules the {oul with darknefs, fears, frightful
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thoughts - of apparitions; now they fweat,
pant. cry out, and firuggle for life.

The angels now come down to behald the
-fight, and rejoice to fee a bit of duft and alk-
es to overcome principaiitues and powers,
and might, and dominions. But, as I faid,
when thefc come a little to be fettied. they are
‘prepared for helping others, and ar: great
comforts unto them. Their great fins give
great encouragement to the devil io ailauk:
‘them ; and by thefe temptations Chrift tekes
advantage to male them the more helpfu!
-to the churches.

he biggeft finner, when he is canverted,

and comes into the church, fays 1o them all,
by his very comingin, Bchold me, all you
ihat are mcn and women of a low and timer-
ous {pirnt, you whafe hearts are narrow, for
that vou ncver had the advantage to know,
becaufe your fins ar few, the Iz rrgenefs of
the grace of God ; bebold, I fay, in e, the
exceeding richnefs of his grace ! ] am a pat.
tern to fet forth before your faces, on whom
you may look and take heart. This, 1 lay,
the great finner can fay, to the excceding
comfort of all the rcfl.
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"Wherefore, as I have hinted before, when
‘God intends to ftock a place with faints, and
to make that place excellently to fiourtth with
the rickes of his grace, he uiually be gins with
the converfion of {eme of the moft ncton-
ous thereabouts, and lays them as in exam-
.pie to allure others, 2nd to build up whon
they are converted.

‘it was Paul that muft go to the Gentiles,
becaufe Paul wzs the nwcft outrageous of all
thcapoflies, in ihe time of his unregeneracy ;
veca, Peter muit be ke, that after his horrible
faii, was thoaght Atteftywhen u:co'sered-agnin,
to comicet and fircngthen bisBrethren. See
Luke xxii. 1. 2z,

Some mult b piliars in Gods houfe; and
if thev be yiliars of cadar, they mutt ﬂand

while the vare slout and ﬂurds nicks 1n the
forcit before they be cut down, and planied
or nlaced tiere, .

NNo man, wi:on he bui'deih bis houle, makes
the principal parts thereof of weak and fee-
bie umber ; for how could fuch bear up the

r{t ; but qf 'vr&at and ahle wood. Chnft
] clus goeth this way to work; he makes of
~the biggel Luners bearers and {upportiers to
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the reft. This, then, may ferve-for another
reafon, why Jefus Chrift gives out in com-
mandment, that ‘meicy fhould, in the firft
‘place, be offered to the biggeft finners ; be-
- caunfe, fuch are ufaally the beft helps 1n the
church againft temptations, and fitteft for the
iupport of the fecble mind there.

Sisthly, ‘Another reafon why [efus Chrnift
would have mercy offered in the firft place to
the biggeft {inners, .is, becaufe they, when
converted, are apt to leve him mott.

This agrecs both with {cripture and reaion.
Scripture fays fo:-¢ To whom much is for-
given, the fame loveth much.  To whom hit-
tic is forgiven, the {ame loveth litle ;” Luke
vii. 47. Reafon'faysfo: Ferasit would be
the unreafonablefl thing in the world toren-
der hatred f{or love, and coatempt for for-
givenels ; fo it -wculd be as ndiculous to
think, that the reception of a liitle kindnels
fhould lay the fame obligations upon the
heart tolove, as the recepuion of a great deal.
I would not difparage the love of Chnit; 1
know the leaft dramm of it, wh n 1t reaches
to forgivenefs, is great above ail the world;;
but comparatively, there is greater cxtenfions
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n the love of Chrift to one than to -another:
sle that has mo®t fin, if forgiven, is partaker-
of the greateft love, ofthe greatefi forgivenefs. .

I know ato, that there are fome, that frem -
this very. do&nne,fay,. Let as do evil, that-
good may come; andthat turn the grace of+
eur God into lafcivioufnefs.. But I fpeak.

not of theie; thele will neither be ruled by
arace nor reafon.. Grace would teach them,.
if they knew it, to deny ungodly courfes ;
and {o would reafon too, if it could truly fenfe
the Iove of God, 2 Tin.1i. 11,12 Rom. x1.1;.

Doth it look.iike what hath ary ccherence-
with reafon or mercy, for-2 man to abufe his:
friend ? Becaufe Chrift dred for men, fhall E
therefore fpitin his face ? ' The bread and wa--
ter that was given by Elifha to his enemies,.
that came into the land of Ifrael to take him,
had fo much influence upon their minds,.
though heathens, that they returned to theirs
homes wuhout hurting him :. Yea, it ko nt
them from coming again in a hoftile mannes:
into the coafts of Ilrael, 2 Kings vi. 19. 20..
21. 22. 23.

But, to forbear toilluftrate tulanon; one
reafon why Chnft Jefu; fhews. mercy. to fin-
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ners, is, that he might obtain their love, that:
he may remove their bafe affeGiions from bale -
objefts to himfelf. Now, if he loves to be

loved a littie, - he lovesto be loved much ;:
but there is not any that are capable of lov-

ing much, fave thofe that have much forgiv-

en them.: Hence itis faid of Paul, That he

laboured more than them -ali, to wit, with a -
labour of love, becaufe he had been by fin-
more vile againft Chrift than they all, 1-Cor. .
xv.. He 1t was that perfecuted the church-
of God, and - wafted .i1t,- Gal. 1. 13.. He, of
them all, was the only-raving bedlam againft!
the faints,. ¢ And being exceeding mad,’ fays -
he, ¢ againft them, I'perlecuted them; even
% ftrange cities,” Adls xxvi. 11..

“This raving bediam,. that once was fo, is ke -
that now fays "I laboured more than them ally
more for Chnift than them all, .

But Zaul, what moved thee thus to do?-
The love of Chrifty fays he. It was notl,
bnt the grace of God that was withme,  As
who {lisuld fay, @ grace ! It was {uch grace
1o fave me ! It was fuch marvellous grace for
God to look down from hcaven upon me,.
and thatfecured me from. the wrath to come,,
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"that I am captivated with the fenfe of the rich-
-es of it. Hence 1 a&, hence 1 lsbour ; for
how can I otherwife do, fince God not only
feparated me from my [ins and companions,
but feparated all the powers of my foul and
body to his fervice ? T am therefore prompt-
ed on by this exceeding love to labour as [
have done ; ; yet not I, but the grace of God
with me.

Oh ! I fhall never forget his love, nor the
circumftances under which [ was, when his
love laid hold upon me. I was going to Da-
mafcus with letters from the high pricfi, to
mzke havoc of God’s people there, as 1 had
madc havoc of them in other places. Thefe
bloody letters wcre not impofed upon me.
I went to the high pricit, and defired them
of him, A&ts ix. 1. 2. and yet he faved me 1
I was one ot the men, of the chief nan, that

had a hand in the blood of his martyr Ste-
phen; yet he had merey o me ! When I
was at Damalcus, I flunk {o horribly like a
blood-fucker, that I became a terror to all
thereabout.  Yea, Ananias (good man) made
interceflion to my Lord againft me ; yet he
would hive mercy upon “me ! Yc.—a, joined

E
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-mercy to mercy, umil he had made me a
monument of grace. He made a faint of
me, and perfuaded me that my tranfgreffions
were forgiven me,

When I began to.preath, thofe that heard
me werc amazed, and faid, ¢ Is not this-he
that deftroyed them that cailed on this name
in Jerufalem, and came hither for that intent,
that he might ‘bring them bound to the kigh
priet ? Heclldoth know that | was 2 finner;
heaven doth know that ] was a finner; the
world al{o knows that I was a finner,a finner
of the greateft fize, but I obtained mercy,
A8tsix. 20. 21.

Shall not this lay obligation upon me? Is
not love of the greateft force to ¢blige ?
Isit not ftrong as death ? cruel as the grave ?
and hotter than coals of juniper? Hath it
not a2 meft vehement flame ? can the waters
qucnch it? can the floods drown it? I am
under the force of it, and this iz my continu-
al cry, What fhall I render to the Lord for
all the benclits which hic has beftowed upon
me ?

Ay, Paul! thisis fomething ; thou fpeak-
eft like a man, fike a man affeéied, and cara-
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ed away with the love and grace of God.
Now, this fenfe, and this affettion, and this-
labour, giveth to Chrift the love that he looks
for. But he might have converted twenty
little finners, and yet not found, for grace
beltowed, {o much love in them all.

I wonder how far-a man might go among
converted finners of the fmaller fize, before
one could find one that fo much as look any
thing this wayward. Where is he that1s thus
under pangs of love for tae grace beftowed
upon bim by Jefus Chrift? Exceping only
fome few, you may walk to the world’s end,
and find none. But, as I. faid, fome there
are, and {0 there has been in every age of
the church, great fianers, that have had much
forgiven then; and they love much on this
account,

Jelfus Chriit therefore knows what he doth,
when lays hold on the hearts of finners of
the biggelt iz:. He knows that {uchan one
will love mere than many that have not fin-
ned half their fins. -

I will tell you a ftory that I have read of
Mirtha and Mary : the pame of the book 1
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have forgot: I mean of the bock 1n which
I found the relation; butthe thing was thus :
Martha, faith my author, was a very holy
woman, much like I.azarus her brother ; but
Mary was 2 loofe and wanton creature: Mar-
tha did feldom mifs good fermons and letis
ures, when fhe could come at them in Jerufa-
lem; but Mary would frequent the houfe of
{ports, and the company of the vileft of men
for tuft: and though Martha had often de-
fired that her filter would go with her to hear
her preachers, yea had otten intreated her
with tearsto do it, yat fhe could never pre-
vatl : for ftill Mary would make her excufe,
or rejett ber with difdain for her zeal and
precifencls in 1ehigion.
After Martha had waited long, tried many
ways to hriug her fifter to good, and all pro-
ved me&u‘tual at laft fhe comes upon her
thus: Sifter, quo{h fhc, I pray thee go with
mc to the temple to day, to hear one preach
a {crmon.  \What kind ol a preacher 1s he ?
aid fhe.  Martha replied, It is one Jefus of
Nazareth; he isthe handfomneft man that
cver you faw with veur eyes, Ob! he
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fines in beauty, and is a moft excellent prea«
cher. . |

Now, what does Mary ? Afteralittle pauley.
but goes up into her chamber, and with her
pins and her clouts, décks up herfelf as fine
as her fingers could make her. This done;.
away fhe goes, not with her fifter - Martka, but
as much unob{erved as the could, to the fer-
mon, or rather to ice the preacher..

The hour and preacher being comne, and:
fhe having obferved . whereabout the preach-
er would ftand goes and fets herfelf foin the -
teraple, that fhie might be fure to have the -
full view of this excellent- perfon. So he
comes in, and fhe looks, and the firlt glimple-
of his perfon pleafed her. Well, Jefus- ad-
dre{led hin.=lf 1o his fermon, and fhe looxs.
earneftly on him.

Now, at that time, faith my author, Jéfus:
preached about the loft fheep, the loft-grcat,
and the prodrgal child.  And when he came
to {h=w what care the thepherd-took for one
1ol theep, and how-the woman {wept to. find
her piece which waslolt, and -what joy there
wasat treir inding; fhe began tobe taken by
the ears, aud forgot what ‘he came about, ma-
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fing- what. the preacher would make of it
Bat when he canie to the application, and

{kewed, that by the loft fheep was meant 2.

great finner; by the fhepherds care, was
meant Ged’s fove for great finners; and that
by the joy ofthe neighbours, was thewed what
joy there was among ihe angelsin heaven G-
ver one great finner that repenteth ; fhe be-
gan to be taken by the keart. And as Le
{pake thefe 1aft words, the thought he pitched
115 innoceat cyes jult upon her, and looked
asif he fpake what was now faid, to her:
Wherefore her heart began to tremble, and
being fhaken with affeétion and fear: then
her eyes run down with tears apace : where-
fore fthe was forced to hide ber face with her

handkerchief, and fo fat fobbing and cryving-

all the reft of ihe fermon.

Sermon being done, up fhe gets, and away
fhe goes, and withal inguired where this Jelus
the preacher dined that day ? and one told
her, at the houfe of Simon the Pharilece.  So
away goes fhe, firlt to her chambeiyai d there
ftrips herfelf of her wanton attive 5 then falls
upon her knees 9 afk God forgivne!s for all
her wicked life.  This done, in a modelt

ot
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dr-fs, The goes to Simon’s houfe, where the
Yinds Jefus fat at dinner.  So The gets behind
‘hlm, and weeps, and drops her teau upon b's

feet ke rain, and wathes them, and wipes
them with the hair of her head. She alfo kif.
‘fed his feet with her lips, and ancinted them
with oiatment. When Simon the Pharrifec
perceived what the woman did, and being 1g-
‘norant of what it was to be {orgiven much
Jfor ne never was forgiven morve than fifty

-pence; he began to thmk within himfelf; that
he had been miftaken about Jefus Chnﬁ be-
caufe he fuffercd fuch a finner as this woman
was, to touch him. Surcly, quoth he, this
man, if he were a prophet, would not let tins
womazan came near bim, forfhe is a‘town fin-
ner, (fo ignorant are all f{eif-righteous men
of the way of Chrilt with finn 'rs.) But left
Mary inauld be diicouraged with fome clown-
‘t'h carriage of this P’harrifce, and {o defert
her good beginnings, and her new ftens which
the now had begun to taxe towards etcrnal
- hife, Jefus bmun thas with Simen : ¢ Simon,’
faith he, ¢ havc fomewhat to fay unto thee.’

And he faith, Mafter, fay on. There was,
fuid Jelus, 2 certain crediter had two debt-
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ors; the one owed him five hundred pence,
and the other fifty. And when they had no-
thing to pay, he frankly forgave them both.
Tell me therefore which of them will love
‘him moft. - And he fzid unto him, 1 fuppofe
he to whom he forgave moft. And he faid
unto him thou haft rightly judged. And he
turned to the woman, and faid unto Simon,
‘Sceft thou this woman? I entered into thy
houfe, thou gavelt me no water for my feet;
but fhe hath wafhed my feet with tcars, and
wiped them with the hairs of her head.
Thou gaveft me no kifs: but -this woman,
fince lhe ume I eame in, hath not ceaied to
kifs my feet. My head with oil thou didft
rot anoint, but this womarthaih anointed my
feet with ointment. \Wherefore 1 fay unto
thee, her fins which arc many are forgiv en,
for fac Joved much; but to whom little is
forgiven, the fame loveth Linle. -\'m he
fa1d unto her, Thv fins are forgiven;’ Luke
Vil 31—50.

Thus you have the fiorv. If I come fhort
tn any circumftance, I beg pardon of thole
that can correft me.  Itis three or four and
twenty years fince I faw the boox; yet

.
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have, as far as my memory will admit, given
vou the relaiton-of the matter. However,
Luke, as you fez, doth here prefent you with
the fubftance of the-whole.

Alas! Chrift’ Jefus has but little thanks
for thefaving of iiule finners. ¢ To whom
ktle is-forgiven, the fame loveth little.” He
a>ts not water for his feet by faving of fuch
iinncrs.. There are abundance of dry-eyed
chriftians-in the world, and abundance of"
dry-eved ‘duiies too; duties-that never was
wetted with the tears.of contrition and re-
pentance, nor ever {weetened with the great
finner’s box of ointmeant. And the reafon
is, fuch finners have not great fins to be fav-
ed from; orifthey have, they look upon
them iin'the diminifhing gilals of the holy law
of God!. But Lrather believe, that the pro-
fefTors of our days-want a due fenfe of what
they are ; for, verily, for the generality of
them, both before and fince converlion, they
have been finners of a lufty fize. But if
their eyes be holden, if conviétions are not
fhewn, if their knowledge of their fins is
but like to the eye-fight in twil#ght, the heart
cannot be affclled with that grace that has

 OF) ,
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laid hold on the man ; and fo Chnft Jefu::

fows much, and bhas little coming ia.

Wherefore his way is oft-tiines to ftep out.:

of the way, to Jericho, to Samaria, te the

country of the Gadareens, to the coaft of -
Tyre and Sidon, and alfo to Mount Calvary, .
that he may lay hold of fuch kind of finners

as will love him-to his liking, Luke ¥ix, 1.—
11. john iv. g.—11, Mark, v. 1.—21. Mat.
xv. 21.—29. Luke xxuh 33.—44.-

But thus much. for the fixth reafon, why
Chrift Jefus would have mercy -offered in the
firfl-place to the biggeft finners,to.wit,becaule

{uch- finners, when converted, are apt to.love

him. mott. the Jerufalem finners were-they
that outltripped, when they were converted,
in foine things, all the churches of the Gen-
tiles. ¢They were of one heart and of one
foul, neither faid any of them, that cught they
pofleiled was their own; ncither was there
any among them that. lacaed, for 2s many as
were pofleflors of lands, or houfes, fold them,
and brought the price of the things that were
foid, aud laid then:.down at the apoflles fect.’

Afts iv. 32.—35. Now, ficw me fuch ano-
ther patiern if vou can.. But why did thele

——

a"}‘
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. do thus? Oh! they were [erciaiem finners.
Thefe were the men that but a little before
had killed the pnince of life; and thofe to
whom he did, that notwithftanding, fend the
firft efler of grace and mercy.  Andthe fenfe
~of this took them up betwixt the carth and the
"heaven, and carried them on in fuch ways
and methods as could never be trodden by
any fince. They talk of the church of Rome,
and fet her,in her primiuve flate, as a pat-
“tern and wmother of churches; when the
‘truthis, they were the Jorufalem finners, when
converts, that cut-did all the churches that
ever was.

Seventhly, Chrilt J<fus would have mercy
offered, in the firli place, to the biggeft fin.
rers; becaufe grace, whenitis ceceived by
fuch. finds matter to kind!c upon more free-
‘ly than ic finds in cther finners.  Great fin-
ners are hke dry wood, or like great candles,
which burn beft, and fhines with biggell light.
I tay not this down, as I did thofe realons
before, to thew, that when great finners are
converted, they will be encouragement to o-
thers. though that 15 true ; but 1o thew that
-Chrifi has a delight 10 lee grace, the grace
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we receive, to filne. We love to fee things
that bear a good glofs.; vea, we chufe to buy
fuch kind of matter to work upon, as willyif
wrought-up to what we intend, caft that lufire
thatwe defire.  Candles that burn not bright
we like not: wood that 1s green will ratker
{mother, and fputter, and {moak, and cruck,
and flounce, than caft a brave hght and plea-
fant heat: wherefore great folks care not
much, not.fo much for fuch-kind of things,
as for them that will better anfwer their ends.

Hence Chrift defires the bigge finner; in
Lim thcre is matter to work by, to wit a great
-deal of fin; for as by the tallow of the can-

— ey

‘dle, the fire takes occafion to burn the

biighter: {o by the fin of the foul, grace
takes cccafion to fhine the clcarer. Luitle
candles {hine but lutle, for there wanteth
matter for the fire to work ypon ; butin the
great finner, here is more matter for grace to
work by. Faith fhines, whenit woikceh to-
wards Chiif}, through the fides of many and
great tranfgreflors, and fo does love. for that
much is forgiven. And what mattes can be
found in the foul for humility to work by fo
wellyas by a fight that Thave beenand am an
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_abominable finner? And the fame is to be
faid of patienc . meeknefs, gentiencls, felf-
“denial; or of any other-grace. Grace takes
accafion by the vilenels of the man to:{hine
.the more ; even.as by the ruggednels of a
very hnmg diltemuer or dx*ca!e, the virtue
of the medicine 1s .- beft made manifedt.—
¢ Where fin abounds, grace much more a-
bounds,” Rom. v. 20. A black firing makes
the neck look whiter ;- areat fins makes grace
bara clearer.  Some fay,-when-grace and a
gocd nature meet together, they do make
{hinin~ Chrittians ; bucI fav; when grace and
a great fianer meets,and when grace fhall
fubdue that great finner to itlelf, and fhall op-
erate after i:s kind in the foul of that gre at
fianer, then we ‘have a fhining Chriftian :
witnefls all thofe of whom mention.was made
before.

Abrzham was among theidolaters when in
the land of Aflyria, azd ferved 1dols with das
kindred on the uither fide of the {lood, Jof.
xxiv, 2. Gen. xi. 31. But wko, when calicd,
was Jhere in Jhe werld, in whom, grace thone
{o biigut as in hu,
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The Theflzlontans were 1dolaters before
“the word of God came to them; but when
“they had received it, they became examples
to all. that ¢id believe in Macedonia and A-
- chaiay 1 Thef 1. 6.—10.
Gad the Father, and Jefus Chrift his Son,
-are for baving things feen. for having the
-word of life held forth “They light not a
“candle that it iright be pat under a bufhel,
-or under a bed, but on a candleftick, that all
‘st come 1n may {ee the hght. Mauh V. 15.
Mark v, 21. Luke viit 1 6. Xi 39,

And, T lay,s as'1 fatrd before, 1n whem is it
Iike {0 10 ﬂm-e.ac in thelou's of great finners?

Whenihe .»x. ith Thartlees dattied with the
gofpel, Chn® thriatencd 10 take 1t fiom
themaand to give it 1o thé harbarous heathens
“and idolaters. “Why {6 ? Feor they, iaith he,
will bricg forth the fruiis thereel in their fea-
{on ; ¢ Therefore, 1 fav urto you, the ng-
demof Cod b be wken from you. and gi-
ven taa nation bringing torth the fiuaits thcre-
of, Matth. xx1. 41. 42.

I have ofien marveiled at our yeuth, and
fa1d 1n my hearty, Whet fnoald be h( rca.nn
that they fhouid be o generany at this day
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debauched as they are! For they are now-
profane to amazement ; and fometimes I have -
thought one thing, and : fometimes another ; .
that is, why God f{uffered it {o to be.. Atlaft
1 have thought on this,. How if God, whole
' ways are pa't finding . out, fhould fuifer it {o
to be now, that. he might make of fome orf -
them the more glorious faints hereafter. I
Iinow fin is of the devil, but 1t cannot work :
in the world without: permiflion ; and if it:
happens to be as I have thought, it will netbe -
the firft time that God the Lordhath caught
Satan in bis own defign.. For my part, I be-
lieve that' the time is at hand, that we fhall!
fee better faiats I the world than has been .
feen in it this many a day.. And this vilenefs, .
that at prefent does fo much fwallew up our-
youth, is one caufe of my thinking fo: for
out of them, for from among them, when God
{ets to his hand, as of-old. you fhall fee what .
penitent ones, what tremblangones, and what -
admirers of grace, will be found to: profels-
the gofpelto the glory of God by Chrift.
Atas! we are a comnpany of worn-out Chrift.
tiai's, our tnoon 1s 1a the wane ; we arc mnch:
more biuck than white, more dark than lighe ;.




80  THE JERUSALEM SINNER SAVED'; CR,

we fhine but a little 5 -grace in the moft of u:
15 decaved. But I fay, when they of thefe
debauched omes that are to be faved fhall be
brought in, when thefe that look more like
devils than men fhall be converted to Chrift,
(and I believe {everal of them will) then wil}-
Chrift be. exalted, grace adored, “the worg:
prized, Sion’s: path.s better tr odden,.and men-
1n the puriuit of their own falvation, to tixc
amazement of them-that are left behind.
Juft before Chrift came into the fiefh, the
world was degenerated 2s-itis now : .the gen-
erality of the menin _)Lrufa!e'n were become -
either high and famous for hypocrify, or fit--
thy bafe m their lives.. The devil alfo was.
brokeloofe 1n a tiideous manncer, and had ta-
ken pofleflion of many @ vez, I believe that-
there was niever generation b~mre nor fince,
that could reducs fo many poilefled with
devilsy d2formed, lame, blind, and infecied
with wonitrous difcales, as that generation
couid. DButwhat was the reafon thereof, I
mnean tne reaion ireim God 2 Why one (and
we may fum up morc m that anfwer-that.
Chrtit gave to his difciples concerning him
that was Lora biind) was, that the works of
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God might be wmade manifcft in them, and
that the Son of God m.ght be glorified, John
iX. 2. 3. xi. 3.

Now if thefe devils and dlf..afes, as they
poflefled men then, were to make way and

work for an agproaching Cirift in perfon,

and for the declaring of his power, why may
we not think that now, even now alfo, he 1s
ready to come by his Spirit in the gofpel to
heal many of the debaucheries of our 2ge ?
I cannot believe, that grace will take them all,
for there are but few that are faved ; but yet
it wdl take !omi, even fome of the worft of
men, and make blefled ones of them. But,
O ! how thele ringleaders in vice will then
fhine in virtue ! They will be the very pillars
1n churches, they will be as an enfign in the
land ; ¢ The Lord their God fhail fave them
in that daygas the flock of his people, {or they
fhall be as the ftones of a crown, lift up as
an enfign upon th: land,’ Zech. 1x. 16. But
who are thefeé ? Even idolatrous Ephraim,
aiad backfliding Judah, ver. 13.

I know there is ground to fear, that the in-
iquity of this generation will be purfucd with
heavy yudgmeats ; bit that will not hinder
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what we have fuppofed : God took him a
glorious church out of blaody Jerufalem,
yea, out of the chief of finners there, and left
the reft to be taken and fpoiled, and {old
thirty for a penny, in the naions where they
were captives. The gofpel working glori-
oufly in aplace, to the {cizing upecn many of
the nngleadmg finners thereof, promifzth o
fecurity to tae -reft, but rather threateneth
them with the hcavnﬁﬁ judgments; asin the
inflance now given, we have a full demon-
firation ; but in défendlng, the Lcrd will de-
fend his peoplc and in faving, he wili fave
his inheritance.

Nor does this fpeak any comfort to a de-
cayed and backfliding fort of chriftians; for
the next time God rides poft with his gof sel,
he will leave fuch chriflians behind bim. Lut
I fay, Chrilt is refolved to fet up his light in
the world ; yca, he is delighted to fee bis
graces fhmc and thercfoie he commands
that his gofpd fhou!d to that end be oflered
in the firft place to the biggeft finncrs: for
by great fins it thireth mo[l_ thercfore he
faith, * Begin at Jerufalem,’
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Eighthly, and laﬂlv, Chrift Jefus will have
mercy to be offered in the firlt place to the
biggeft finners ; for that by that means the
lmpemtent that are left behind will be at the
judgment the more left without excufe.

God's word has two edges ; it can cutback
firoke and fore ftroke: if it doth thee no
gaod, it will do thee hurt; it is the favour of
life unto life to thofe that- receive it, but of
death unto death to them that refufe it, 2 Cor.
il. 15. 16. But thisisnot al!; the tender of
arace ta the biggeft finners in the firlt place,
will not only leave the refl, or thofe that re-
fule it,in a deplorable condition, but will al-
~{o ftop their mouths, and cut oft all pretence
to excufe at that day. ¢if I had not come
and {poken to them,’ faith Chrift, ¢ they had
not had fin; but now they have no clozk for
their finy’ for their fin of perievering In 1m-
penitence, John xv. 22,

But what did he fpeak to them ? Why, e
ven that waich I have told you!10 wu, That
be has in fpecial a delight in faving the big-
gelt fianers. He fpal\e thiS in the way of
his do@rine even to the pouring out of his
lafl breath before them, Luke, xxiil. 34.

v
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Now, fince thisis fo, what can the con-
demned at the judgment fay for themfelves,
why fentence of death fhou!d not he pafied up-
onthem? I fay, what excule canthey make far
themfelves, when they fhall be afked wln
they did not in the day of falvation come to
Chrift to be faved ? Will they have ground
to fay to the Lord, Thou waft only for the
{2ving of little finners, and therefore becaule
they were great cnes, they durlt not come
unto him.? or that thou had{t not compaflion
for the biggeft finners, therefore . died in
defpair ¢ \thl thefe be excufes for them, as
the cafe now ftandeth with them ? Is there
not every where in God’s book a flat contra-
diction to this, in multitudes of promifes, of

invitations, of examples, and the like ? Alas,

alas! there will then b= there millions of fouls
to confute this plea; ready, I fay, to fland
up, and fav, O! deceived world, hcaven
fwarms with {fuch as was, when they were in
the world, to the full as bad as you.

Now, this will kill all plea or excufe, why
they thould perifh in their fins; yea the text
fays, they fliall fee themn there, ¢ There

uall be weeping when you fhall {ee Abra.

& - -
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ham, and Ifaac,and Jacob,and all the pro-
phetsin the kingdom of heaven, and you
vourfelves thruft out. And they fhall come
fromthe eaft, and from the weft, and. from
the north, and from the fouth, and fhall fit
down in the kingdom of God,’ Luke Xil. 28.
29. Cut of which company it is caly to pick
fuch as fometimes were as bad people as any
now breathe cn the face of the earth. What
think you of the firft man, by whole fins thers
are millions now in hell ? And fo I mav fay,
\What think yeu of ten thouland. moere oz2-
fides?

But if the world. will not flifie and gagg
them up, I {pcak now for ampliiication take
the view of thofe who are faved fhall.

There comes an inceltuous perfon to the
bar, and pleads, That the bignefs.of his fins
was a bar to his receiving the promife :- But
will no. bis mouth be ftopped as to that, when
Lot and the inecftuous Corinthien {hall be
et before him ? Gen. xix. 33.—37. 1 Cor.
1 a.

There comes a thicf, and fays, Lord! my
fin of theft, I thought, was fuch as could nct

¢ pardeoned by thee ! But when he fhall feg.
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the thief that was faved on the crofs ftand by, :

as clothed with beauteous glory, what furth-
er can he be able to objett? Yea, the Lord
wiil produce ten thoufand of his faints at his

coming, who fhall after this manner execute

judgment upon all, ¢ and fo convince all that
are ungodly among them, of all their hard
{peeches which ungodiy finners have fpoken
againft him," Jude xv. 16. And thefe are
hard fpeeches againit-him, to fay that he was
not able or witling to fave men, becaufe of
the greatnels of -their fins, or o fay they
were difcouraged by his word from repent-
ance, becaule of the heinoufneis of their of-
fences.

Thefe things, I fay, fhall then be confut.
ed: He comes with ten thoufand of his faints
te confute them, and to {top their mouths
from making ob;e€tions againft their own e-
ternal damnation.

Here is Adam, the deftroyer of the world :

here is Lot, that lay with both his daughters :-

here is Abrabham, that was fometimes an 1dal-
ater, and Jacob that was a {upplanter, and
Reuben that lay with his father’s concubire,

: 4)1d Judah that lay wich his daughter-in-law,.

. ,’ .
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~and Levi and Simon that wickedly flew " the

Sechemites, anid -Aaron that made an idol te
be worfhipped, and that proclaimed a relig-
ious feaft untoit. Here is alfo Rahab the
harlot, and Bathiheba that bare a baftard 10
David. Here is Solomon that great back-
flider, and Manafleh that man of blood and a
witch. -Time would fiil me to tell you of
the woman of Canaan’s daughter, of Mary
Magdalen, of Matthew the Publican, and. of
Gideon, and Sampfon, and many thoufands
more,

Alas! alas! 1 fay, what will thefe finners
do, that have, through their unbelief, eclipl-
ed the glorious largmefs of the mercy of
God, and gave way to delpair of faivation,
bccaufc of the bignefs of thgir fins?

For all the'c, though now glorious faints
ia light, were fometimes finners of the blzgcﬁ
{ize, who had fins that were of a notorious
hue : Yet now, I fav, they are in their thin-
ing and heavenly robes before the ihrone of
God and the Lamb, bleffing for ever and ev-
er that Son of Gc.! for their falvation, who
died for them upon the trce : admiring thag
ever it fhould come into their bearts once to
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think of coming to God by Chrift : but a-
bove all, blefling God for granting them light
to fee thole encouranememb in his tc -flament ;
without which, \uahout doubt, they had bcen
daunted and {unk down under ouxlt of fin
and defpeir, as theirfeliow finners s have dene.

But now they allo are all witnelles for God
and for his -groce againft an unbeleving
vworld ; for, as 1 faxd, thu fhall come to con-
vince the world ofmur {pecches, their hard
and unbelieving words, th at they have {pok-
en cencerning the mucv cf God and the me-
rits of the paflion of his bléfled Son Jetus
Chrift.

But will it not, thirk you. firangely put to
{ilence all fuch thoughts, and w ords, and rea-
{oringsof the ungodiy belore the bar of Ged?
duubtlcfs it will ; yea, and will {end them a-
way {rem kis preience alfo. with the greateft
gunt that peflibly can {aficn vpen the con-
{ciences of men.

- For what will fuing like this ? I have, thro’
mine cwn foolifhrels, nairow, undcrvalung
thoughts, of tke love ¢rd abiiily cf Chnfl io
{ave me, brought my{clt 10 everlafling ruin.
Itis true, I was a horrible huner; not vne
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in a2 hundred did live fo vile a lifeas I ; hut
this fhould not' have kept me from clofing
with Jeflus Chrift ; I fee now that.there are
abundance in glory that once were as bad as
_ I'bave been ; but they were faved by faith,
and I am dammed by unbelief.

Wretch that Iam! why did not I'give
glory to the redeeming blood of Jefus? Why
did I not humbly caft.-mv [oul at his blefled
foot-ftool for mercy ? Why did I judge of
his ability to fave me by tac voice of my
fh :sllow realon, and the voice of"a guilty con-
fcience ? Why betook not I mylelf to the
holy word of God ? Why did I'not read and
pray that I nmght underftand, fince now I
perceive that God faid then, ¢ He giveth lib-
erally to tirem that pray, and upbraideth noty
Jam. 1. 5: ’

It is ratonal to think, that by fuch cogita-
tions as thefe the unbelieving world will be
torn in pieces before the judgment of Chrift ;.
efpecially thole that have lived where they.
did or might have heard the gofpel of the
grace of God. Oh! that faying,¢ It {hall be
more tolerabie for Sodom at the day ofjudg-

L3 |




0 . THE JERUSALEM SINNIR SAVED ; OK,

ment than for them,’ will be betier undes-
ftood. See Luke x. 8.—1¢.

Thi¢ reafon, therefore, ftandeth fait ; name-
ly, that Chrift, by offering mercy in the firft.
place to the biggeit finners, now will ftop all
mouths of the impenitent at the day of judg-
ment, and cut off all excufe that thall be at-

tempted to be made (from the thoughts of the-
greatnefs of their fins) why they came not to-

him. -
. T have often thought of the day of judg-
ment, and how God will deal with finners at

that day ; and I believe it will be managed:

with that fweetnefs, with that equitablenefs,
with that exccllent righteoufnefs, as to every
fin, and circumﬁance, and aggravation there-
of, that men that are damned, before the
judgment isover, fhall rec:ive fuch convic-
tion of the righteous Judgmem of God upon

them, and of their deferts of hell fire, that

they fhall in themfelves conclude that there

is all the realon in the world that they fhould
be fhut out of heaven, and go to hell fire :
¢ Thefe fhall go away into ¢v cxldﬁmo fire,
Matth, xxv. 46,
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Only this will tear them, that they have
mifled of mercv and glory, and nbtained e-
verlafting demnation through their unbelief :
But it will tezr but themfelves,-but their own
fouls ; they will gnath upon them{elves ; for
in that mercy was offered 1o the chidf of them
in the firft place, and vet they were damned
for rejefling of it; they were dumned for
forfaking what thcy had a fort of propri-
ety 1 ; for forfaking their own mercy.

And thus much for-the reafons. I wiil
-conclude with a word of applicaticn.

Tue APPLICATION.

First, Would Jefus Chrilt have mercy of
‘fored in the firlt placs to the biggeft finners ?
then this thews us how to.make a right judg-
ment of the hear: of Chrilt to men. Indeed
‘we have advantage to guefls at the goodnefs
of his heart, by many things; as by his tak-
ing our nature upon him, his dying for us,
his fending his word and minifters to us, and
all that we might be faved. Raut thisof be-
ginning to offer merey w Jorwlalem, is that
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which Leightens all the reft; for this dcth
not only confirm to us, that love was the
caufe of his dying for us, but it fhews us vet
more the depth of that love. He might have
died for us, and yet have extended tbc ben-
cht of bis death 10 a few, as one might call
them, of the beft conditioned fmncrs s to
thofe who, though they were weak, and could
not but.fin, yet ‘made not a trade of finning ;

to thofe that finned not lavithly. There are
in the world, as one may call them, the mod-
erate finners; the finners that mix rightecul-
nefs with pollutions ; the finners that, though
they be finners, do what on their part lies
(fomc that are blind-would think fe) that they
might be faved. 1 fay, it had b( cn love,
great love, if he had died for nene but fueh,

and fent his love to fuch : but that hie fhould

{cnd out conditions of pezee to the biggeft
of finncrsW yea, that they fhould ve o‘uud
to them firft of a!l, for fo ke means when he
{ays, ¢ Begin at Jcruih!cm,’ this is wonderful !
this fhews his heart to purpole, as alfo the
hcart of God his Father, who fent binn to do
thus.

—— ————aX,
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There is nothing more incident to men
that arc awake in their fauls, than to have
wrong thoughts of God; thoughts that are
r.arrow, and that pinch and pen up his mer-
¢v to {canty and bcggar}v concluﬁoas, and
rigid legal condition ; iuppofing that it is rude
asd an entrenching -upon his majeily, to
com> ourfelves, or to invite others, until we
kave fcraped and wafhed, and rubbed off as
rmruch of our dirt from-us as we think cor-
venient, o make us fomewhat orderly and
han fome in hisfight. Such never knew what

efe words meam, ¢ Begin at -Jerufalem !
‘ ea, {uch 1a their hearts ha\e compared the
Father and his Son to niggardly rich men,
whofe money comes from them like drops of

slood.  True, fay fuch, God has mercy, but
he is {oth to part with it : You muft pleale
him well, if you get any from him: He is
not {o free as many fuppofe, nor is he fo wil-
ling to fave as fome pretended gofpellers im-
agine. But I afk fuch, If the Father and
Son be not unfpeakably free to fhew mercy,
why was this claufe put into our commiffion
to preach the gofpel ? Yea, why did he fay,
¢ Begin at Jerufalem ?” For when men, thro’
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the weaknels of their wits, have attempted
to fhew other reafons wby they fhould have
the firlt proffer of mercy ; yet I can prove
(by many undeniablie rea’ons) that they of
Jerafalem (to whom the apoitles made the
firlt offer according as they were command-
cd) were the biggeft finners that ever did
breathe upon the face of God’s earth, (fet
the unpardonable fin afidej cpon which my
doftrine ftands like a rock, That Jelus the
Scn of God would have mercy in the firdt
place offered to the biggeft finners: And if
this dotk not fiiew the heart of the Father
and the Son to be infinitely free in beflowing
forgivenefs of fins, I confefs myfelf miftaken.

Neither is there, fet this afide, ancther ar-
gument hike it, to'fhew us the willingnefs of
‘Chnift to fave finners; for, as we faid before,
all the reflt of tke figns of Chrift’s merciful-
nefs might have been limited to finners that
are fo and fo qualificd ; but when he fays,
“ Begin at Jerufalem,” the line is ftretcned
out to the utmoft : noman can imagine be-
yord it; and it is folly here to pirch and
pare, to narrow, and to {eek to bring it with-
- 1n {canty bounds ; forke plainly faith ¢ Be-
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gin at Jerufalem.” The biggelt finner is the
biggelt finner, the biggelt finner is the Jeru-
falem finner.

It is true, he faith, that ¢ regentance and:
remiffion of fins mult go together;” but yet
remifficn is fent to the chief, the Jerufalem
finnar ; nor dotb repentance leflen at all the
Jerululem- finner’s: crimes ; it diminifheth
noae of his fins, nor caufes that there fhould
be fo -much as half a one the fewer ; it only
puts a ftop to the Jerulalem finner’s courfe,.
and makes him willing to be faved freely by
grace ; and for time to come to be governed
by that bleffed word that has brought the ti-
dings of good things to him.

Befidzs no man thews himfelf wiliing to be
faved that repenteth not of his deeds ; for he
that goes on flill in his trelpaffes, decclares,
that he is refolved to purfue his own damna-
tion further.

Learn then to jadge of the largenefs of
CGod’s heart, and of the heart of his Son Je-
fus Chnift, by the word: Judge not thereof
by fceling, ner by the reports of thy con-
““tcnce 3 confcience is oftentimes here be-
fooled and madc to go quite befides the word.
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It was judging without the word that made -
David- fay, I am caft off from God’s eyes;.
and fhall perifh one day by the hand of Saul,
Pfal. xxx1. 22. 1 Sam. xxvit. 1.

The word had told him another thing;
namely, that he {hould be king in his ftead.
Our text fays alfo, that Jefus Chrift bids
preachers, in their-preaching repentance and
remiffion of fins, ¢ Begin firlt at Jerufalem,””
thcreby declaung moft truly the ifinniie
largenefls of the merciful heart of God andr
hxs Son, to the finful children of men.

Judge thou-1 fay, therefore, of the good:
nels of the heart of God and his Son, bv this-
text, and by the otlrer-of the fame imvort ;
fo fhait thou not dithonour the grace of God
nor necad lcfsly fright thyfeif, nor give away
thy farth, ng oradf,l the devily nor lofe the
benafit of hxs word. I ipeak now to weak.
believers.

Secondly, \Would Jefus Chrift have mer-
ey offcred in the firlt place to the biggelt
huners, to the Jerufalem finners? then, by.
this alfo, you muit learn (o judge of the [uf-
ﬁuency of the merits of Chu! it; not that. the
meirts of Chuift can be comprehended, for.
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that they age beyond the coceptions of the
whole .worid, being called the unfearchable
riches of Chyift; but yet they may be appre-
hended to a confiderable degree. Now,the
way to aoprehend them molt, 15, to confid-
er what O{R rs,after his refu rreﬂloa, he makes
of bis grace o finners; for to be fure he wiil
not offer beyond the virtue of his ments;
becaufe as grace is the caufe of his merits,
fo his merits are the bafis and bounds upon
and by which bis grace ftands good, and is
let out to finners. Doth he then command
that his mercy fhould be offered in the firft
place to the biggelt finnexs? It declares, that
there is fufliciency in his blood 1o fave the
biggelt ficners. The blood of _]efus Chn:ft
cleanizth fromall fin.  And again, ¢ Be it
krown unto you wm. nand brctmen, that thro’
this man is preached to you the forgivenels
ot {ins, and by him ail that believe are jutti-
fied from all things from which they could not
bz juitihed by the law of l'\/Eolcs,” Aéls xii. 8.
Obferve then thy rule to make judgment
of tae iutiiciency of the bl-{fed merdas of thy
Saviour. If he had not been abic to have
reconciled the biggeit hnaers to bis Tather
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by his blood, he would not have fent to them,
have f{ent to them'in the firft ‘place, the ‘doc-
trine of remiffion of fins;* for remiffion of
fins is through faith in- his-blood. We are
juftified freely by the-grace of God, through
the redemption that isin the blood of Chrift.
Upon the fquare as I may call it, of the
worthinc(s-of the'blood of Chrift, grace afts,
and offers forgivene{s of fin to men; Ephef.
i. 7. ii. 13..14. Colof. 1. 20.-21. 22. S

Hence therefore we muft gather, that the
blood of Chrift is of infinite value, for: that
ke offecreth mercy to the biggedt :finners.
Nay, further, fincz he offereth mercy in - the
Erit place to’the biggeft finners,: confidering
alfo that this firlt a&t of his is - that which the
world will take notice of, and expettit thould
be continued unto the end. ‘Alfo 1t Is a dii-
paragemcent to a man that feeks his own glo-
1vin what he undertakes, to do that for a
{port which he cannot continue to bold out
in. ‘This is our Lord’s own argument, ¢ He
began to build,” f2ith he, ¢ but was not able
to finifh,” Luke xiv. 28. 2q. 30.

Shouldft thou hear a man fay, I am refol-
ved to be kind to the poor, and fhould begin
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piving with handfuls of guineas, you would
conclude that either he is wonderful rich, or
muft ftraiten his hand, or will foon be.at
the bottom of bis wches.w Why this is.the
cafe : Chrill, at his rglarrglion, gave it out
that he would be gaod to the world: and
ficlt fends to the biggelt inncrs with an intent
ta have mercy.on them.. Now-the biggelt
finners cannot be faved St by abundance of

grace ; it is not a little that will fave great &n-
ners, Rom.- v. 17.- And { f{ay again, fiace
the Lord Jelus mounts thus high at the firft,
ard fends to the Jerufalem finners, that they
may come firlt to partake of his-mercy, it fol-
lows, that.either he has. unfearchable richcs
of grace and worth in himlelf,or elfe he muft
ftraiten his hand, or his grace and merits will
be fpent-before the world is at an end. But
letit bz believed, as {urely as: -fpoken, he is
ftill as full as.ever : He is-not-a jot the poor-
er for all the forgivenefles that he has given
away to great finners.. Alohe is ftill as free
as.at the firlt ; fo. he never yet .called back
this word, ¢ Begin at the Jerufalem finners.”
And as I {aid dbefore, fince his grace extend-
¢d according to the worth of his merits, I
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conclade that thete i$ the fame virtue in his
merits to {ave now; as there was at the very
begioning.: --- - -

O the riches of the grace of Chrilt! Ok
the riches of the -bibod of Chrift !

‘Thirdly, Would Jefus Chrift have mercy
offered in the £ slace to the bigseR fin-
ners, thea kere #s eiccuragement for vou
that think, for wicked hearts and lives; vcu
have not your fellows in the world, yet te
come te him. | SRR

- There is a people that thérefore fear left
they fhouid be rejelted of Jefus Chrifty be-
caule of the greatnefs of their fins ; when, as
you fec here, fach #re fent to, fentto by Je-
fus Chrit 10 com> €6 him for mercy, ¢ Begin
at Jerufalem.’- Never did onme thitng anfwer
another more fitly in this woild than this text
fitteth fuch kindtof finsersi As face anfwer-
cth face ir a glafs, fo this text anfwereth tie
nieccflities of fuch finners.  What can a man
jay more, but that he ftands i. the rank of
the biggeR finners; let him itrerch himfelf
whither he can, and think of him{elf to the ut-
mott, he can but ¢onciude himfelf 1o b~ one

- of the biggeft finners. And whkat then ! why
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the toxt mivets him in the very face, and faith
Chrilt sficreth mercy to the baogcﬁ ﬁnncrs,
to the very Icmfalcm finnere. - What mure
can be objccied ? Nay, ke doth not only- of-
for to fach his mercy; but te-them it is com-
manded &» Be offcrediin the irlp. 3 «Be-
gitt @t jerufaiems” ° Preach rcpemnm.e amd
remiffion of lins amonyrall natioas, * begin-
ning at Jerufalem.” Is not-here enccurage-
ment for thole ti:at thipi for wicked- -hearts
and lives, they ha%'e not sheir fellows in the
world ?
0. Bt I have 3 i\cart as hard‘as a roek.
Anf. Well, but this doth not prove thee a
bigager finner.

Oé). But my heart continaally frets agaln&
the Lord.

Anf. Well, this doth not prove thee a big-
ger finner.

Cb:. But I have been defper!‘e in finful

cou i"(‘@

Anl. Well, fland thou with the ixumbcr of
thc blg veft finners.

Osi. But my grey head is found iothe way
of\nckcd'\ef'
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Anf. Well, thou artin the rank of the big-
gelt inners.

Gb;. But Thave patonly a bafe heart, bhat
I ha\c lived a debauched life. .

Axnf. Stand thou alfo among thofe- that -aze
cailed the biggeft Gnners. And what-then 2
Why the text. fivaops you -all ; you cannot
objcu)ourfclccsbcyond the text. It has a
-parucalar meflage 10 the b:.ggeﬂ finner. 1
fay;iufrveops you alk, - e

. €%. But Iamarep robate.

Anf. Now thou talkcﬁ like a fool, and of
that thou underﬁandeﬁ not : no fin, but the
fin of final impenitence, can prove-a man a
reprobate ; and I am fure thou halt: not an
zived as yct unto that;, therefore thou un-
derftandeft not what thou fayelt, and makeft
aroundlels conclafions againft thylelf. Say
thou art a finner, and I will! hold with thca,
fay thou art a great finnes,.and: I will fay fo
too; Yyea. fay thou art one of the biggelt fin-
ners,-and {nare not; {or:the text yet is be-
vond thee, 1s vet bcuvnt hell and .thee; ¢ Be-
gh* at Jerufal-m,” has yet a fmile upon thce,
and thou 1aikefl 1s if thou waft.a reprobatg,
and thut the greawnefs of thy fins do prove
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ﬂ:éc fo to be ;' whien’ yet thty of - Jerufalem

crc not fuch, whofe fims, 1 U2re fay, were

‘mur, ‘both For bignefs iand bemoumcft, as
thouart not: capable 6f committing ! bevond
then ; unlefs now, zker thou haft received
conv xf‘lon that the” Lord Jefus is the oniy
‘Saviour 4fthe werld,thou thou!d® - wickediy
and'defpitefully turn thyfelf from him, and
conclude ke is riot 10 bearufted to fer life,

gnd {a'crucify Hm for a cheat afrefh. Tlﬂy

muft -confefs will bring 2 m2n’ under the

“bluck rod, and fet him in dangerof : cteYnal
damnatton, Heb. vii 4. x.. 29. This i¢ tram-
pling vader faot the Son of God, and count-
irg bis blood an urhdly thing, “This did they
of Jerufarrm ; but they-did i ignorantly in
unkelief, and fo'were yét capable of ‘mercy :

~ But o do thiy ogzinft "rofc!ﬁ:d light and to
- derd 10t puts a man beyond the text in-

Cdeed.  Allsiii. 1 4—19. 1 Tim, 1. 13.

-~ Butd &, what 1 gins to hxm, that would
fiin be tuved by Ch::t? Ilis fins did as to
presinels, sever vet rvxch to the nature of
the fin: thit W finnersintended by the text,
had. mau~ themfelves guilty of. He that
would be faced by Chrift, hiz an korcurable
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efteem of him ;. but thev.ot:Jernfalem prefer-
r>da murderet before him ; but as for him,
thcv cried, Avay, away with him, it is not
fit that he fhould live. Perhaps tkou wilt
obje&, That ihyielf haft a thoufand times
preferr=d a finking luft before him: I an-
fwer. Bewt o ; s but what is common to
men 1o do; nor doth the Lord Jefus make
fucha foul'x'ﬁ life a bar .o thee. 1o forbid thy
~oming to him, or a bona to hiy grace, tl}q
" .mght be kept from thee ; but admits o
thy i~pentance, and offereth himfelf unto
thee freely; as thou fandclt amongfht the je-
nu%lem timers. '

Take nierefore er*ouroyemem. M 'v,
_mercy.is by ke text Leld forth to the bigad !

. fmnc:s vea, pul ihyleil wnio the numrber of
the wo . by reckon nikg theu maycft be ore
of tte fuli, and may e.l Lot be put off ull ihe
biagefifinnevsase ferved ; for the biggcil fin-
ners are frfk invited 3 confequently, iF they
come, they are like to be the firft that fh:ll
be feive 1 It wos fo with Jenuialem : Jeru-
faicm firvers were ‘hey that was Safi inv ;t(d,
and thole o1 them th.at came tull, (ord thaie
cainc three ihovianu of them the tuft aay
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they were: invited ; how many came- 2fter-
wards none can wxr) they were firft ferved. -
Put in thy name maa, among the biggeft,
keft thou art madz to wait till they are ferve
ed. Yoa have fome men that think “hem-
{elves very cunning, becaufe they put wup
their names in their prayers among thcm tha?
feign i, faying, God: 1 thank thee I am’ not
fo had as the wosR.” Bat behéve it, if -the
®: faved.at all, they fhall be faved in the ta
place. The firft in their own  eves fhall be
faved laft; .and the laft or worft fhall be £,
The text mﬁnuates & Begin at Jenifalem,”
and reafon backs it, for ths have moft need.
Behoid ye therefore, how God’s ways - are
above ours ; we are for ferving the worft laff,
God is for fprvmg the worfl firk.—The man -
at the pool, that to-my thinking was longe® -
in his difcafe, and moft helplefs as to’his
cure, was firlt hezled, vea he'only was heal:
ed, for we read that Chrift heafed -him,’ but
+ we read not then that he huakd one’ more
there, Jobn v, 1.—18. -
Y ncrcfvrﬂ, if thou wouid foonef be fer-
ved. nutin thy namc among the very worlt
of Gane:s, Sav when thou art ‘upon thy

Gz
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knees, Lord hereisa Jerufalem finner ! a fin-
ner of the biggeft fize ! one whofe burshen
is of the greateft bulk and heavieR weight;
one that cannot ftand leng without finking
into- hell, without thy fupporting hand I « Be
thou not far from me,- O Lozd, © my ftrength,
ba&e thou to help me.”

I fay put in thy rame with Magdalen, with
Manafleh, that theu may#f fare as the Magda-
len and the Manaffeh finnersdo. The maf)
in the gofpel made the defperate condition
of his child ain argument with Chriftto hafte
hisgure: ¢ Sir come down, faith he, ere my
child: die,” John iv. 4g. and Chrift regardeth
his hafle, faying, ¢ Ge thy. way, thy fen liv-
cth,” ver. go. Hafte requires hafte. Da-
vid was for fpeed, deliver me fpeedily, hear
me fpeedily anfwer me fpeedily, Pfal. xxxi.
e. Plal. Ixix. 17. Pfal. cii. 3. But why fpee-
dily ? [am.in the net, I am in trouble, my
days confnme like fimoke, Pla!, xx.i. 4. Pfal.
Ixix. 17. Pfal cii. 3. Deep calleth unto
deep, neceflity calls forhelp; great ncceflity
for prefent help.

Wherefore, I fay, be ruled by me in this

matter ; feign not thyfcif another man, if
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thou haft been a‘filthy finner, but go in thy
colors to Jefus Chrift, and .put thyfelf among
the moft vile, and let him alone to put thee
among the children, Jer. iii. 1q. ‘Confefs alf
that:thou knoweft of thykif; 1 know thou
wilt find it hard work to do thus, efpecially
if thy mind be legal ; but doit, left thou
flay and be delerred with the litde finners, -
until the great ones have had their alms.
- #What do vou think David intended when he
- “faid, his wounds ftunk and were corrupted,
- ‘but to haften God to have mercy upcn him,
and not to defer his-cure. ¢ Lord,” fays he,
¢ I am bowed down greatly, 1 go mourning
all the day long, I am feeble and fore broken
by reafon of the difquietment of my heart,”
Plal. xxxvin. g—17. |
David knew what he did by all this; he
-knew that his-making the worft of his cufe,
‘was the way to fpecdy help, ard that a feign-
ing and diffembling the matter - -ith God, was
-the next way to a demurasto hisiorgivenels.
I have one thing more to offer for thy en-
rouragement, who decmneit thylelf one of the
. biggelt finners ; and that is, thou art as 1t
wcre called by thy name,.in-the firft place, ta
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come in formercy. Thou man of Jerufalem,
hearken, t» thy cail ; men do {9 in courts of
judicature, and prefently cry out, Here, Sir,
and then they fhoulder and croud, and fay,
Pray give zway, I am called isto the court.
Why, this is thy cafe, thou great. thou Jerufa-
lem finner; be of good cheer, he calleth
thee, Mark x. 46.—49. "Why fitteft thou
fhll ? anfe, Why ftandeft thou fliil ? Come
man, thy call fhall give thee authority g
come. ¢ Begin at Jerulalem,” is thy caliand
authority to come, whercfore up and theulder
itman, fay, Stand away devil, Chiifi calls me ;
ftand away unbelief, Chrift calls me : ftand
away all ye my difcouraging apprehenfions,
for my Saviour calls me to him to reccive of
his mercy. Men will do thus as 1 {zid, in
courts below : and why fhouldft thou not ap-
proach thus to the court above ? The Jeruia-
lem finner is firft in thought, fiift in commil-
fion, firft tn the record of names; and there-
fore thould give atrendance with cxpedaiion,
thathe is frit to receive merey of God.

Is not this encouragement to the biggeht
finners to make their applicaiion to Chiift
for mercy ?:¢ Come unio mz all ve that la-

gy
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bour and. ave heavy. laden,” doth alfo confirm
this thing, that is, that the biggeft finner, and
he tkat has the biggeft burder, is he who is
fritinviied. Chrift pointeth over the. beads
of thoufands, as he fits on the Yhrone of gracc,
dxretth to fuch a man, and fays, Bring in
hither the maxmccf, the hait, and the: blind ;
let the Jerufalem finner that flands there L‘C«
hind come to me. Wherefore, fince Chrit
fav: come, to thee let the angels make a lane,
and let all men give place that the Jjemialem
finner may come to Jefus Chrit for mercy.
Fourt‘xly, Would ]qus Chrit bave mercy
offered in the Girft place to the biggeft finners?
Then come thou profane wutch _and let me
a little enterinto an argument with thee. Why
wiit thou not come to Jefus Chrift, fince thou
art a Jerufalem finner ? How canft thou find
in thv heart to fet thvfelf againft grace, a-
gamﬁ fuch grace as cffercth mercy to thee ?
What {pirit poflcflcth thee, and holds thee
back froma fincere clofure with tiy Saviour ?
Behold God groaningly complains of thee,
faying, « Butlfracl would none of me. When
I cailed, nonc did anfwer,” Pial, I\Jun. 11,
Shall God enter this complaint againit thee?
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Why doft thou ?ut'him off 7 Why doft thou
flop -thine ear ? Canft thou defend thyfelf?
When theu. art called to an account for thy
regleQs of (o great falvation, what canft thou
anfwer? or deft theu think thou {halt efcape

“the judgment? *Heb. ii. g,

‘No-more fuch- Chrefts ! There will be no
more {uch Chrifts,’ finner. -Oh, put not the
day, theday of. grace away from thce ! if it

~be once-goneit will nevercome again, finacr.

. But what is it that has_got thy heart, and
that keeps it +from . thy*Savieur? “Who 1a
the heavens can be compared unto the Lord ?
IVho among the fons of the:mighty can be
likened unto the Lord ?” :Pfal Ixxxix. 6.- Haft
thou, thinkeft thou, found any thing {o gocd
as Jefus Chrift-? :Is there any among thy fins,
thy companionsand foolith deligbts, that like
Chrift can help thee in the day-of thy diftreis?
Behold the greatnefs of thy fins cannot- hin-
der; let not the Xubbernuefs. of thy -heast
hinder thee, finner.

- Obj. But I am athamed. )

Anf. Oh! do not be athemed to' be faved,

-finner.

Olj. But my old ccmpanions willmock me.
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An/. Oh ! Do ot be macked out ofcter
mal life, fmner. _ _ ‘
Thy flubborngefs affeQls, afftills tke Beart

of thy Saviour. Careft: thowx not for this ¢

Ofold he beheld - the city; and-wept overit
Canf thou hear this, and not be concerned ¢
Loke xix. 411 42 Shall - €hrift weepto fee
thy foul going on tedeftru&lion, and wile
thou fport shyfelf jn that way ? Yea, fimll

Chrif, that can be eternally happy without

thee, be more afflited at the thoughts of the
lofs of thy-foul, thaw thyfeif, whe art certain-
ly eternally miferable if thou negle&elf to
come-te him.

‘Thofe things that keep thee and thy Sav-
iour,.on thy- part, alarnder; are but bubbles ;

the lealt prick-of an affliftion will let out, as-

to thee, what now thou thinkeft is worth the
ventare of heaven to enjoy. .

Haft thou not reafon ? Canft thou net fo
much as once {oberly think of thy dying hour?
or of whither thy finful life will drive thee
then? Haft thou no-confcience ? or having
one is it rocked fo faft afleep by fin, or made
fo weary with an unfuccelsful calling upon

thee, thatit & laid down and cares for thee

- ——
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no mere ? Pdor men, tky flate is to be
lamented. Haft no Judgment? Art notable

. tecconclude, that to be faved is better than

"jo'burn 18 hell.? and that eternal life; with
God’s favour, is betier than a temporal life in
God’s difple. fure * Haft noaffe&ion but what
is brutih ? what, none at ali ? n6 affe&ion for
the God that made thee ? - what, none for his
loving San that has fthewed his love, and died
for thee ? ks not heaven worth thy afi &ion?
O poor man ! which is &rongeft thinkeft thou,
God or thee ? If thou art not able to over
.come him, thou arta foo! forflanding out a-
gainft him; Matth, v, g5. 26, <« Liisa fear-
ful thing ts fall into iht. hands of the living
God.” He will gripe hard, his fift is ftrong-
er than a lion’s paw; take heed of him, he
will be angry if you defpile his Soa : and
wil! you ftand guilty in your trefpuiﬁ s, when
he offereth you his grace and favour? Exod.
xxxiv. 6. 7- Heb. x. 29. -—31« | g

Now we come to the text, ¢ - Begioning at
Jerufalem.”  Thisiext, though it bo nuw one
of the brighteit ftars that fhireth in the Bible,
becaulc there is inity-as fulls 1f not the futleft
offer of grace that can be imagried, (o the
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:xtms of men ; yet to them ti:at fhall perifh
srom under this \\ord. even this text w 1]1 be
to fuch, one of the hotteft ccals in hell.

This text, therefore, will fave thee. or fink
thee: there is no fhifung of it: if it faves
thee, it will fetthee high; if it finks thee, it
will {et thee low.

Bat I fay, Why founconcerred ? Haft o
foul? or doft think thou mayll lofe thy feul,
and fave thyfelf ? 1s it not pity, had it mher-
wi‘e been the will of God, that ever thoun
waft made a man, for that thou fett¢t {o lit-
tle by thy foul.

Sinner take the iavitation ;s thou art called
upon to come to Chrnft; rorartthou czll-
ec upon hut by order from the Son of Ged,
though thou (houldft k: 'Lpen to come of !hc
bl(’ULﬂ {finners; forhe hos bid us offer mer-
cv, as to all the world in gencraly fo"in the
fitlt place, to the finners of Jerufalem, or to
the bm;,cﬁ {inners.

anln), Would Jefus Chnft have mercy
offe red, 1o the firft place, to the biggeft fin-
ners? then this fhews how unreatonable a
thing it is for men to defpair of mercy : For

H
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thote that prefume 1 fhzii fay fomcthing to
them afterward.

I now {peak to them that defpair.

There arc four forts of defpair.  There s
the defpair of devils ; there is the defpair of
fouls in hell ; there is the defpair that is
grounded upon men'sdeficiency; ard therc
1s the defpair that thev are yperpicxed with
that are willing to be faved, but are tco
firongly borne down with the burther of thei:
fins.

The defpair of devils. the damned’s &
pair, and that defpair that a man has of at-
taimng of life, becaule of his own deficiency,
are all unreaionable. Why fhould not devils
and damned fouls defpair ? yea, why fhould
rot man defparr of getting to heaven by his
. own abilittes ? 1 thcrcfor am conccrned on-
ly with the fourth {ort of defpair, to wit, with
the defpair of thofe that '.mulc be faved, but
are too ftrougiv borne down with the burdcn
of tucir {ins.

I fay, :l‘crcfore, to thee toat artibus, And
why ("‘:ipau‘ ? Thy defpati, if 1t was reafona-
bile, thould flow from thee, becaufe found in
tae fand that is beyvond the grave, or becrule




COJOD NZWS TO THE VILEST-OF MEN, 1;5

thou certainly knowelt that Chnft wiil not,
er cannot {ave thee.

But for the firflt, thou art yet in the iand
of the living; and for the {econd, thou haft
ground to halieve the quite contrary; Chriilis
&bae to fave to theustermoft, them that come
to God by hun; andif he were not willing,
he wouid nmha\c commmanded thatmercy, in
the firlt piace {hould be offzred to the bizgeft
finners. Befides, he hath faid, s And let
nim that 1s a-thirft come, and w hofocvcr will,
let him take the water of life freely :” thatis
withallmy heart.  What ground now 1s here
for defpair? I thou favell, the number and
burdenof thy fias; I aniwver, Nay ; that is ra-
ther a grou*nd for faith ; becaule fuch an one,
above all others, is im u°d bv Chriit t» coms
unio him, vea promiled reft and forgivenels
if they come, Matth. xi. 28, W h“t ronnd
then 10 defpair? Verily none  at a‘l Tav
delvair t.un isa thing uarcafonable, and
without footing in the word.

But I h‘.\c no cxporience of God's love;
God haih given e no comlory, or srou: xJ
elong, (l:\mgh i bhave waited upon hia for
w many a day.
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Thou haft e\'.périenc" of God's love, for
that he has opeard thine eyes to fee thy fins:
and for that he has siven thee defires to be
faved by Jefus C.m’c For by thy fenle of
fin thou art made to fee thy poveriv of [pirit,
and that bas laid thee under a fure ground
to hope that heaven fhall be thine hereafter.

Aifo thy defires to be faved by Chrift has
put thee under another p'on‘if fo there 1s
two 1o held thee up in-them, tho :gh thy pre-
{ent burdcen be never fo heavy, Matth. v. 3.
6. As for what thou favlt, as to God's fi-
lence to thee, perhaps he has fpoken to thee
once cor twice am.ud\, but thou haft notper
ceived it, }ob XXX 14, 15.

Howcver, thon halt Chnflt crucified, fe:
for:h befere thine cyves in the Bible, and an
Iviation to come unto him, though th- 1
be a Jerwfalem finner, though thou be the
bizzcht funer ; and io o ground to defpair.
W hdl i1f God a."l be filent to thee, 1s that
around to defpair 2 Notatall, folong as there
1s a prowmtie 1a the Bible that b:)d will in no
wile calt away the coming finner, and folong
as hz invites the Jerafelen finner o cowne

nto hi.ao. j::!‘m Vi 3=,
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B"aild n)t therefore delpair upon thelc
shings ; dhiey are no {uthiciznt foundations foc
oty fuch p.:m, of promiies being 1n the Bi-
sle; and fuch a difcovery of his mercy to:
greot aners of old, efpecially fince we have
withal a claufe in. the commiilinn given to-
miniflzrs ¢5 preach, that they fhoald begin
with the jerulalem Caners in their offering:
of mercy to the world.

Bzfides,God fays,* They th;.twaitbpon the:
Lord fhall renew their itrengtl., they fhall.
mounrt up with wings likeeagles;” but p“rhaps‘
it may be long fict. I waited long," faith Da-
vid, ¢ and du 2ek the Lord;” and at lenuth
his cry was heard : wr.ercforc he pids his foui

ait on God, and favs, foritis good foto-
do before thv faints, PRI xl. 1. P xi. 5, lil. g,

And what if thouwaiteft upon (wd all thy
days ? Is it below thee? And whai if God:
will crofs his book, and blot out the hand-
writing that is againit thce, and nat iet thee
know it as vet 7 Isitfitto [ay unio God,Thow
art hard kearicd? Delvair net; thou hait no
goand w-dcf‘nir, {olonras thou livelt ia
this world. Qs a fin to L»gh. to delpair be-

sore one fes bis foat over the threfhold of
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teil's gates.  Tor them that are there, le:
taem defpair and {pare not; but as for thee
thou haft o ground to do it. 1What! def-
pair of bread in a land that is full of corn ! '
delpair of mercy whenour Ged is full cfmer-
cy ! defpair of mercy, when God goes about
vy his winifters, beu cching of fmnus to be

nconcxlcd unto him! ¢ Cor.v. 18—z20

Thou {crupulous fhol,where canit thou find
that God was ever falfe to his promife, or
that he ever deceived the foul that ventured
ifelf upon him? He oficn calls upon finners,
to trult himn, thounn they walic in dairknefs,.
and have no li vht I 1 a2

They have hn promife and oath for their
falvation, that flee for reiuge to tae hope fet
before them, Heb. vi. 17. 18

Delpair ! when we l.a\c a Ged of merey.
and a redeeming Chriit alive! For fhame,
forbear: et themn defpair thet dwell where
thare 1s no God, and tha‘ are coufined 1w
thofe chambers ¢f death which can be reach-
ed Lo ne redempiion.

A v g man defpair ! when he is chid for
mmmkmvvg‘ and complaining! Lam. iii. gy
Qh olongas wearew here promifes fwanm,

\..
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where mercy is proeclaimed, where gracc
Teigns, and where ]“nlfaiem finncrsare priv-
'ﬂcgcd with the firft offer of mercy, itisa
‘bale thing to defpair.

Delpair undervalucs the promife, under
values the invitation, undervalues the prof-
‘femfgrace. Defpa'r undervalues the ability
of God the Father, and ...c redeeming blood
of Chrift his Son. Obh unreafonable derpam

Defpair makes man God%judge; it is a
‘controuler of the prownife, a contradifter of

‘hrittin his large cilers of mercy: and one
that undertakesto make unbelief the great
-manager of eur reafon and judgment, in de-
termining about what God can and will do
for finncrs.

Defpair! Itis the devil's fellow, the devil’s
mafter; yea, the chains with which he is cap-
ttvated and held urnder darkrefls forever, and
to give way thereto in a land, in a ftate and
ume that flows with milk and honey,is an un-
comely thing.

I would fay to my fou’, O my feul! thisis
not the place of Gefpair : this is rot the ime
to defpairin: As long as mine eves can find
a promile in thg Bible, as long asthere is the
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leaft mention of grace, as long as .here is &
‘momentleft e of breath or lifein this worlds
fo long will T wait or look for mercy, fo long
will ﬁght‘anamﬂ unbelief and defpair.

‘This 1s the way tohonor God -and Chrilt;

this is the way to fet the crown on the prom-
ife ; this 1s the way 10 welcome the invita-
tion and inviter; and thisis the way to thruft
1hyfelf under the fhelter and proteftion of
'he word of grace. Never defpair fo long
as ourtextis aliv e, for that doth found it out,
‘That mercy by ‘Chiift is offered, in the firlt
olacc, to the biggeft finner.

Defpair is an unprofitehle thing; it wili
make 4 man weary of wzaiting upon God, 2
Kings vi. 33. it will make a man forfzke Ged,
znd feek bis hezven in the good thinge of
this world, Gen. iv. 13—18. It will make a
man his cwntormentor, and flounce and fiing
like a wild beaft in a net, Ifa. hi. zo.

Decfpair! it drives a man to the ftudy of
his own ruin, and brings him at laft 1o be Fis
own exccutionery, 2 Sam. xvii. g3. Matth,
. XXVIi. 3. 4. &

Befides. | am perfuaded allo, that delpair
is the caufe that theze are [o many that would

e T




COOD XEWS TQ THE VILEEST OF MIN, 121}

fain be Atheifts in ghe world: For becaule
they have entertained a conceit that God
will never be mercifui to them; therefore
they labour to perfuade themfelves that there
is no God-at all, as if their mifbelief would
kill God, or caufe him to ceale to be. A
poor fhift for an immortal foul, for a foul
thatliketh notto retain Ged inits knowledge !
if this be the beft that defpair can do, let 1t
g0, man, and betake thyfelf to faith, to pray-
er, to wait for God, and to hope, In defpite.
of ten thcufand doubts. And  for thy en-
couragement, take yet {as an addition to
what has already been faid) thefe foilowing
{eriptures :: ¢ The Lord takes pleafure in
them that fear him, in them that hope in his
mercy,’ Plal. cxlvii. 11:

Whenee note, They fear not God, that
hope not in his mercy: Alfo Godis angry
with them that hépe not in his mercy : for he
only taketh pleafure in them that hope. He-
that believeth, or hath received his teflimo-
ny, ¢ hath fet to- his feal that God is truey
John 111, 33. but-he that recciveth it not hath
made him a liar, and ihatis a very unworthy
thing, 3 John, v. 10. 11. ¢ Let the wicked

Ha
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forfake his ways, and the unrighteous maw
his thoughts ; and let-him return to ihe Lord,
and he will have mercy on him; and to our
God, for he will abundantly. multiply par-
dons,’ Ifa. lv. 7. PFerhaps thou art weary of
thy ways, but art not weary of thy thoughts,
of thy unbelieving and dclpairing thcughts :
Now, God alfo would have thee caft away
thefe thoughts, as fuch which he deferveth
not at thy hands; for he will have mercy
upon thee, and he will abandantly parden.
-O-fools ! and fiow of heartto believe all
that the prophets have {poken,” Luke xxiw
25. Mark you here, flownels to believe is
apiece of folly. Ay! but fayeft thou, I do
believe fome, and I believe what can make
againft me. Ay, but finner Chrift Jefus here
calls thee fool for not believing all.  Believe
all, and defpair if thou canft. He that be-
lieves all, believes that text that faith, Chiift
would have mercy prcached firlt to the gc-
rufalem finners. He that believeth all, be-
lieveth all the promifes and confolatiens of
the worl ; and the promiles.and confolations
of the word weigh heavier than do all the
curles and threatnings of the law; and mex-
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-ty rejoiceth againft judgment. Wherefore
believe ill, and mercy wiil to thy confcience
weigh judgment dowrn, and {fo minifter com-
fort to thy foul. ‘The Lord take the yoke
from off thy jaws, fince he -hath fet-meat be-
fore thee, Hol. xi. 4. and hclp thee to re-
member that he 1s plealed-in the firft placeto
“offer mercy to the bigge® finners.

Sixtbly, ‘Simce Fefus ‘Chrit would have
mercy offered in the firlt place to the biggeft
fianers, let fouls fee that they lay right hold
thereof, léft they, notwithftanding, indeed
-come fhort thereof. Faith only knows bow
to deal with mercy ; wherefore put not in
the place thereof prefumption. 1 kawe obfer-
~vecd, thatas there areherbs and flowers.in our
-»}gardcns,‘fo there are their counterfeits in the
field ; onlythey are diflinguifhed from the
-other by the name of wild ones. "Why, there
dis faith and wild faith.; and wild faith is this
prefumption. I call it wiid faitk, becaufe.
‘God never placeditin his garden, hischurch;
it 1s only to be found in the field, the world.
I alfo call.it wild faith, becaufe it grows up
-and is nourifhed where other wild notions a-

~ dound, Wherefore take heed of this, and
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all may be well; for this prefumptuoufnels

is a very henious thing in the eyes of God.:

¢ The foul,” {aith he, ¢ that thall do ought pre-
fumptuoufly, (whether bora in the land or a
ftranger) the fame reproacheth the Lord;
and that {oul fhall be cut off from among his
people,’ Numb. xv. so0.

The thoughts of this made David tremble,
and pray, ¢ That God would ho!d him back
from prefumptuous-fius, and not fuffer thew
to have dominion over him,’ Pfal. xix. 1 3.

Now this prefumption, then, puts itelf in

the place of faithy when.it tampereth with the
- promile for life, while the foul isa {tranger to
repentance. ~Whercfore :you have .in the
text, to prevent doing thus, both repeniance
and remiflion of fins to.be offered to Jerufa-
lem ; not remiflion without repentanec: For
all that repent not fhall perith, 1:: them pre-
fume on grace and the promife while they
will, Luke xui. 1. 2. 3.

Prefumption, then, i s that which fevereth
faith and repentance, concluding, that the
foul fhall be (aved by grace, though the man
vas never made {orry for his fins, nor the
love of the heart turned therefrom. This is
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te be felf willed, as Peter hasit: and thisis
a defpifing the word of the Lord, for that
has put repentance and faith together, Mark
i. 13. ° And tccaule he hath defpifed the
word of the Lord, ard hath-broken the com-
mandinent, that foul fhall utterly be cut off:
hts iniquiiies thall be upon him,” Numb. -xv.
3t.

Let fuch therefore look toit, who yet are
and abide in their fins: for fuch, if they
hope, as they are,i0 he faved, prelume upon
the grace of God. Wherefore prefumption,
and not hearkening to God’s word, are put
togethier, Deut. xiil. 12.

Again, Then men prefume when they are
refolved to abide tn their.fins, and yet ex-
pect to be faved by God’s grace thro’ Chrift.
This is as much as to fay, God liketh .of fin
as well as i do, and carcth not how men live
1t {o be they lean upon his Soun. -Of this
fortare thev that build up Zion with blood,
and Jerafalem with iniguity: % That judge
for reward, and teach for hire, and divine
for money, and lean upon the Lord,” Mic.
tii. 10. 11. This is deing things with an
hugh hand againft the Lord our God, and tak.
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ing him as it were at the: catch! This is; %6
we {ay among men, to feek to put a trick up-
on God, asf he had not fufficiently forufied
his propofals of grace by his hoiy word, a-
gainft all fuch kind. of fools- as ‘thele. . But
Jook to it.

Such will be found at the day of God, not
among that great company of Jerufalem fln-
ners that fhall be faved by grace; but among
thole that have been the great abufers of the
grace of God in the world. * Thofe that fay,
Let usGin-that grace may abound, and let vs
‘do evil that good may come, their damna-
tion is juft. And-if fo, they area great way
oft of that falvation that is by Jelus- Chrit
prefented to Jerufalem finners.

I kave therefore thefe things ta prepound
to that Jerufalem finner that would know,if
he-may be fo bold as to- venture himfelf up-
<Qn this grace. ,

t. Doft thou fee thy fins?

8. Art thou weary of them?

3. Would thou with all thy heart be faved
by Jefus-Chrift ? I dare fay no lefs, I dare
fay no-more. Butif it be truely thus with

. -thee, how great focver thy fins have -beca,
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Kow bad foever thou feeléft thy ‘heart, how
far foever thou art from -thinking that God
has merey for thee; thouartthe man, the Je-
rulalem finner, that the word of God has coa-
quered, and to whom it offereth free remil-
fibn of fins, by the redemption that is in Je-
tas Chrift.:.

When the jailor cried out, “ Sirs. What
muft Idoto be faved ?” the an{wer was, ¢« Be-
hieve on the Lord chusf Chrifty, and thou
jhalt be faved.” He that {ees his fins aright
is brought to bis wits end by them, and he
that is fo is willing to part from them, and
to be faved by the grace of God..

If this be thy cale, fear not, give no way
to defpair;. thou prefumeft not, if thou be-
Leveft to life everlafting in j=fus Chrift:
Yea, Chrift isprepared for fuch as thou art,

Therefore take good courage, and believe,
The defign of Satan is.to tell the prefumptu.-
ous, that their pre{aming on mercy is good ;
but to perfuade the believer, that his belicv-
tngis impudentbold dealing with God. I ne-
ver heard a prefumptucus man in.my life fgy
he was afraid that he prefumed ; but I have
heard many an honefty humble foul fay, that




198 TuE JERUSALEN SINNER SAVED; OR,

they have been afraid that their faith has
been prefumption. Why fhould Satan molcft
thofe whofe ways he knows will bring them
to him ? And who can think that he fhould
be quiet when men take the right courfe o
cfcape his helliifh {nares? This- therefore is
the reafon why the truly humbled is oppofed,
while the prefumptuous  goes on by wind
and tide.. The truly humbled Satan hates,
but he laughs to fee. the foolery of the oth-
er. .
Does thy hand and heart tremble ? Upon
thee the promiic {miles; ¢ To this man will
I'look,” faysGod, ¢ even to him that is poor,
_and of a contrite fpirit, and trembles at my
word,” Ifa. Ixvi. 2.

What; therefore, I have faid of prefump-
tion, concerns not the humble in fpirit at all
I.therefore am for gathering up the ftones,
and for taking the ftumbhing blocks out of
-the way of God’s people, and forwarning of
them that they lay the ftumbling block of
their iniqui'y before their faces, and that for
prefluming upon God's mercy, and let thers
look to themfelves, Ezek. xiv, 6. 7. &

A
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Alfo our text tands firm as gver it did, and
our cbfervation is il of foree, That Jelus
Chrift would have mercy offered in the firlt
place to the biggeft-finners. So then let
none defpair, let none prefume; lct none def-
pair that are forry for their fins and would
be faved by jelus Chrift: Let none prefume
that abide in the liking of their fins, though
they feem to know the exceeding grace of
“Chrift; for though the doors fland wide o-
pen for the reception of the penitent, yet it
1s faft enough barred and bolted againft the
prefumptuous finner. Be not deceived,

- God is not mocked, whatfocver a man fows,

‘that he fhall reap. It cannot be that God
fhould be wheedled out of his mercy, or pre-
vailecd upon by lips of diffimulation; he
knows them that truft in him, 2nd that fincere-
ly come to bim oy Chnft for mcrcy, Nahum
1. 7. | o

It is then not the abundance’ of fins com-
mitted but the not coming heartily to God by
Chnitt for meicy, that thuts men out of doess.
And tho’ their not coming keartily may be
faid tobe but a fin, yetit is fuch a finas cauf-

I :
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eth that zil thy- o&her fins abide upon tbec
unforgiven.

God complains of this: ¢ They have not
cried unto me with their heart : They turn-
ed, but not to the Moft High. . They turned
feignedly, Jet. iii. vo. Hof vii. 14.—16. ’

Thus ‘doing his foul hates ; but the peni-
tent, humble,-broken heaned inner, be his
tranfgrefzons red as {carlet, red like crimfon,
in number as the fand, though his tranigrefl-
fions.cry to heaven agamﬁ hir for vengeance,
and fcem there to cry louder than do his
prayers or tears, or groans for mercy, vet he
is fafe. +%To this man God will look ;" If,

i, 18. Ixvi. 2.

Seventhly; Would jefus Cht‘ﬂ have mer-
cy offered in the firft place to the biggeft fin-
ners ? then here is ground for thole, that as
to praftice, have not been fuch, ta come i¢

~ him for merey.

Although there is no fin little of itfelf, be-
caufe 1t-is a contradiftion of the nature and
majclty of God, yet we muft admit of divers
numbers, and allo of aggravaiions. Two
fins are nat fo many as three ; ror are three
that are donc in 15norancc. {o big as one

T ) -_M
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fiat is done againft light, againft knowledge,
and confcience. Alfo there is the chi'd in
fin, and a man in fin that has his bairs grey,
and his fkin wrinkled for very- age. And
we muft put a difference betwixt thefe firn-
ners alfo.-- For can it be; that a--chiid of fe-
ven, or teaytor fixteen yesrs old, fhould be
fuch’a finner; a finner fo vile in the eye of
the law, as he is who has walked according to
the courfe of this world forty,-fiftv, fixty; or
feventy years > Now, the youth, this {tripling,
thdugh he is a fianer, is but-a litile fianzr,
when compared with- fuch. -

Now, I lay, if there be roons for the f:it
fart, for thole of the biggeft fize, ccrtainly
there 1s room for the'leffer fize.  If there
be a door wide-enough for a giint to go in at,
there.is certainly room for adwarf.  1f Chrilt
Jefus has-grace enough to fave great finners,
be nasfurriy grace enough to {ave little ones,
M he can forgive five hundred pence; for
ecrtatn he can forgive fiily; Luke vik 41.
42. T . .

But you faid before, that the little finners
mult ftand by untill the great ones have
received their grage; and that's difcoaraging.

—_— - - ——— e e——
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I anfwer,There are two forts of - little fin-
ners, {uch as are-fo, fuch as feign themfelves
fo.—They are thofe that feign themf{elves fo
that I intended there ; and not thofe that are
indeed comparatively fo. Such-as feign
themfelves fo, may wait iong snough before
thev obtain forgivenels.
Bat again, a finner may be comparatively
a hittle finner, and fenfibly a great ene.—
There are then two {orts of greatnefs in fin :
greataels by reaion of number, greatnefls by
reafon of thoroughnefs of convitlion of the
horrible nature of fin. Inthislaitfenfe, he that
has but one fin, if fuch a one could b= fouad,
may ia his owa eyes find himfelf the biggeit
finner in tne world. Leat this man, or this
child, therefore, put himnfeif among the great
finners, and p'-ad with God as great finness
do, and expect to be faved with the great
finners, and as {oon, and as heartily as they.
Yea, a littie {inner, that comparauvely is
truly {0, if hz thall gracioufly give way o
conviciton, and fhall in God's hight dilig<t-
Iv weigh the horrible nature of his own lins, .
miy yet {ooner obtain forgivencls for them,
at the handy of the lisaverly Fathery than

{
|
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ae that has ten times his s, and {o cauie
tocry ten times harder to God for mer !
cy.

For the grizavoulnels of the cry is a great
thing with God ; forif he will hear the widow
1if the cries at aH how wuch more if thecries
molt grievoully ? Exod. xxii. 20023

It is not ‘the number, but the true fenfe of
the abominab!e nature of fin; that makes the
cry for pardon lamentable. He,as1 faid,
that has many {ins, may notcry fo leud in -
the ears of God, as he-that has far fewer; he -
in our prelent fenle that is in his own eyes
the bigse® finner, i3 he that {ooneft findeth -
mercy.

‘The offer then is to the biggeft finner, to -
the biggelt inner firit : and the mercyis fielt -
obtained by Min that firt confelTath himfelf -
to be fuchan one. .

‘There are men that frive at the throne of
grace-for mercy, bv pleading the greatnels
of their necellity.  Now their plea, as to the
prevalenicy of 1t, lieth not in-the counting up
of the number, but | in the {enfe of the great-
nefs of their fing, and in the vehcmency of©
tasit ery for pardon.  Aud.it is-oblervabie,.
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taat though the birth right was Reuben’s, and’
for hisfoolithnefs givento the fons of Joleph,
yét Judah prevailed above his brethren, and
of him came the Meflias, 1 Chron. v. 1. .

Theie isa heavenly fubtilty to be manag:d:
in' this matter. - ¢ Thy brother- came with
fubulty, and hath taken away thy bleﬂing.”
The biefling belonged o Efau, but Jacob by
his diligence made it his own, Gen. xxvii. 95.
The offeris-to the biggeft finner, to the b‘g-
gzt faner firfly but if-he torbears to cry, the:
finncr that is a finner lefs by far than he, botiy
as to number and the nature of tranfgreffion,
may get thc blefing -firlt, if he fhall have
grace to beftir himlelf well; for the loudeft

ery is heard: furtheft; aad the moft lamenta-
ble piercs Tooneft.-

I therefore urge’this-head not "becaufe %
would hava little finners go and tell God that
they are lin'e finners, thereby to think. to-
obtain mercy ; for verily, fo they are never
like to heve it For fuch words declare,.
~ that fuch a cne-hath no true fenle at ail of
the nature of his fins.

Sia, as I fuid, in the nature of it, is horri-
ble, though it ba but ons fingle fin as to- all ;-
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s°€a, though it be bat a finful thought;and fo
worthily cails for the damnation of the foul.

The compam.on, then, of little and gteat
finners,i1sto go for good ienfe amoag men.
Butioplead: he fewne 1~oi thy ins,erthecom-
parative harmlefiels .of tleir guality befose
God, arsueth no feund knowledge of the na-

ture of thy fin, =nd {o no true icnfc,of the
naturc or need of mercy,
Liule finner, wken therefore thou goef! 1o
- God tho’ thou knoweit inthy confcxeme that
.thou, as to alls, art nomhef no murderer,no
whore, no hiar, no faife fwearer, or the like,
and 1 realon mudl neceds underfland, that
thus thou art not {o profanely wile as others;
-yet when thou gc.c'ho God for nercy, ki.ow
-no man’s {fins but thine own, make mention
of no man’s fins but thine own. Alfo labor
-not to leflen thy own, but magnify and grea-
ten them by alaju(t cxrcumﬁancw, and be as
if there were never a finner in the world
but thyfelf. AllScry out as it thouwaft the
only undone man ; znd that is the way to ob-
tain God's mercv
Itis ore of the comlieft fights in the

world, to fee alittle finner commenting upon

]




136 THE JERUSALEN SINNER SAVED; OR,

the greatnels of his fins, multiptying and mul-
tiplying them to himlelf, ull he makes them
tn his own eyes bigger and bhigher than he
fecth any nther man’s fins to be intheworld;
and as bafe a thing it is to fee a man do oth-
erwife, and as bafely will come - on 1t,  Luke
Xvill. 10. 115 12. 13. -
As therefore I faid to the great {finnere be-
fore, Let him take heed left he prefume,I fay
now to the little finner, let him 1ake heed that
he do not diflcroble ; for there is as great an
‘aptnefs in the littke finner- to diffemble, as
there is in the great one,- ¢ Hc that hideth
bis fins.thall not profper,”be kea little fin-
ner orgreaty, Prov. xxxviii. 13. i
Cighthly, “Would ]e;us Chriit have merey
offered in the firft place to the bsqgeﬁ fin-
ners? Then this- ﬂleus the true cauie ~why
Saranmakes fuch head as he doth againft him.
‘The Father ard the Ho'ly Spinit are well
fpoken of by all deluders and deccived per-
fom Chniftoniyis the rock of oftfence. ¢ Be
held 1 lay in Zion a ftumbling ftore and a
rock of offecnce,” Rom. ix. s3. Not that
Satan carcth for the Father or the Spirit
more than hecareth for the Son; but he can

“ - _ 5 N
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let men alone with theirnotions of the Father
and the Spirit'; for he knows they never thall
enjoy the Father or the Spirit, if indeed they
receive not the merits of the Son. ¢ He
~ that hath the Son, hath life ; he that hath not
the Son of God hath not life,” however they
may boaft themfelves of the Father and the
Spisit, 1 John v. 12. - Again, * Wholoever
tranfgreflcth, and abstdeth not in the doftrine
of Cnrift, hath not God: He that abideth in
the do&rme of Chnift; hath both the Father
apd the Son;” 2 Juhn v. 12, :
" Chrift,and Chrift only, is he thatcar make
us capable to enjoy God with life and joy to
all eternity.. Hence he calls himfelf, ¢ the
wayto the Father, the true and living way,”
John xiv. 6. Heb. x. 19. 20. For we can-
not com: to the Father but by him. Satan
knows this; therefore he hates him  Deluc-
ed perfons are ignorant of this; and therc-
fore they are led up and down by the ngie'as
they are. "
There are many things bv which Satan has
taken occafion to greaten his rage againik Je-
fns Chnit.
As firft, his 19ve to man, and thea ihe ma.

_ 1z
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ny expreflions el that love. He hath taken
man’s pature vpon him; he hath in that na-
ture fulfilled the law to bring in righteoufnels
for man, and hath fpilt his blood for the re-
conciliating of man to God; he hath broke
tke neck of death, put away fin, defiroyed the
wo:ks of the devil, end got into his own
hards the keys -of death; and all thefe
are heplous things to Satan.  He cannot a-
bide Chnifl for this. Befides, he hath etern-
al iife in himfelf, and that to beftow uponus;
and we in all likelihood ape to poffe’s the ve-
ry places from which the Satan’s by tranfgrel-
{ion fell, if not placesmore glorious, Wtere-
fcre he mufl needs be arngry.  And is it not
a vexaticus thing to him, that we fhould be
admitted to the tnrone of grace by Chnit,
while he ftands bound over 1a chains of dark-
nefs, to aniwer for his rebellions againft God
and his Son, at the terribie day of judgment.
Yea, we poor duft and athes muit become his
judges and titumph over him forever; and
all this long of Jetus Chuidt ; for be is the me-
ritorious caunlc of all this.
Now, thaough Siian {eeks to be roven.
Coged for thizy vet b Knows it s in vain

. S —
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to attack the perfon of Chrift, be has over-
-come him; therefore he tampers with a
company of filly men, that he may vilify him
by themi. Aud they, bold fools as they are,
will not fpare to fpitin his face.—They will
rail at bis perfon, and deny the very being of
it: they wili raitat his bicod, and deny the
merit and worith of it.  They wiil deny the
very end, why he accomplifhed the law, and
by jiggs and tricks, and quirks, which he
helpeth toem to, they fet up fond names and
images in his place, and give the glory of a
Savior to them. Thus Satan worketh under
the name of Chrifl, and his miniflers under-
the name of the minifters of righteoufnefs.
And by his wiles and {lratagems he undoes
a world of men ; but there is a feced and they
fhall ferve him, and it fhall be counted to the
Lord for a generation. Thele fhall fee their
{fins, and that Chrilt 1s the way to happirefs.
Thele fha]l veuture themfelves both body
and foul upen his worthinefs. ‘
Allthis Satan knows,and thereforz his rage
is kindled the more. Wherefore, according
to his ability and allowance, he aflaulteth,
tempteth, and ftirs up what Le canto behun-




e e - - - — - -

140 THuE ,'}:ac ALEM SINNER SAVED; OR,

ful to thefe poor ‘peo ple, that ke may, "wHil
bis ume fhall iaft, make it as hard -and diffi-
cult for them to go to eternal glory ashe can.
Oftcntimes he abules them with w-rong ap-
prehenfions of God, and-with- wreng appre-
henfions of Chrit. He atfo cafts them into
the mire, to the reproach of- religion, the
fhame of tkeir brethren, the derifion of the
world, and dithonour of God. - He holds our
hands, while the world buffets us; he put:
bear fkins upon, and then fets the dogs at us.
He bedaubeth us with his own foam, and
then tempts us to believe, that- that -bedaub-
ing comes from ourfeives. |
Oh the rage and the roaring of this lion !

and the haired that he manifefts againft the
Lord Jelus, and agzinft them that are pur-
chafed with his hlood ! But yet in the midft
of all this, the Lord Jefus fends forth his her-
ald to procl 1 1 the nations bis love to the
world; and to invite them to come 1 to him
for U!L; vra, hisinvitation is fo large, that &

offereth his meicv,in the firft place, to the
bg,ndt finners of cv cry age, which augmeats
the devit's rage the more.,
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Wherefore, as 1 faid before, fret he, fume
he, the Lord ¢ Jefus will divide the {poil with
this great one ; yea, he fhall divide the {poil
with the ftrong, becaufe he hathpoured out his
{5ul unto death, 2nd was numbered with the™
tranfgreflors, and bare the {in of many, and
made interceflion for the tranfgreffors,™ If.
Ji. 12, - -

Ninthly, Would-jefus Chrift have mercy
oftereq in the firft place to the biggelt fin-
ners ? Let the tempted harp upon this ftring
for their help and confolation. - The tempt-
ed, wherever he dwells, always thinks him-
felf the biggeftfinper, one.mot unworthy of
eternal dife. | : -

This is Satan’s mafter argument: Thou art
a horrnible finncr, a hypocrite, one that has a
profane heart, and one that is an utter ftran-
ger 1o awork of grace. T fay, this .is . his
maul, bis clpb, his mafter piece ; he doth with
this, as fome do by their maft enchanting
Tongs, fings them every where. I believe
there are but few faints in the world that have
not had this temptation founding in their
cars. But were they but aware, Satan by ajl
‘this dees but drive them to 'the gap out at




ing.

. Saith hey, Thou art a great finner, a horri-
' ble finger, a profane-kearted wretch, one that
-Cannot be matched for a vile one inthe coun-
try. . | |

Ard all this while Chrift fays to Lis minif-
ters; Offer mercy in the firft place to the big-
gclt finners,  So that this temptation drives
- tiee direQly into the arms of Jefus Chrift.

Was therefare the tempted hut aware, he
might {ay, Satan, {o I am a finner of the Dig-
~gell fize, and therefore have molt need of
Jefus CLiitt, yea, becaule I am fucha wretch,
therefore here Jefus Chriit calls me ; yea, he
cails me firft, the firft proffer of the gofpel is
to be made the Jerufajem finner; I am he,
wherefore fland back, Satan, make a lane,
-y right is firft to come 10 Jelus Chrift.

This aew il be bke for like. This
would foil the devil ; this would mzke him
fav, I mufll not deal with this man thus; for
then I put 2 fwosd into bis hand-to cut off my
head. |

And this is the meaning of Petcr, when he
faub, « Refift him fledfaft in the faith, 1 Pt
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. . and of Paul when he Taith, « take the
thield of faith, wherewith ye fhall be able 1o
quench all the fiery daris of the wicked,”
Eph. vi. 16. | |
Wherefore is it faid, “Begin at Jerufa-
lem,” if the Jerufalein finnef is not to have
the bencflit of 1t ? And if I am to ‘have the
benefit of ity tet e call it to mindy when Sa-
tan haunts me with the centinual remenr
brance of my fins, of my Jerufalem fins,” Sa-
tan and my confcience fay I am the "biggeft
finner, Chyilt offereth mercy in the firlt place
to the big@l finners. Nor is ihe manneg
of the off:Fe@gher but fach as fuitzth my
mind. I amTorry formy fin, yea forry at
my keart, that ever finful thoughts did enter,
or find the leaft entertainment in mv wicked
mind : and might I obtain my with, I would
never more that my heart thould be a place
for cught but the grace, and fpirit, and fith
of the Lord Je{us. | ‘

- 1 fpcak notthis to leflen my wickednefs, I
would not for all the world, but be placed by
mine own confcience in the very front of the
biggeft finners, that I might be one of the

arfl thatare beckoped by the gracious hand

’

| e —
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of jefus the Saviour, to come to him for mer.

oL

Well finner, thou now fpeakeft like a
Chiriftian, but fay thus ima ftrong fpirt, in
the hour of temptation, and then thou wilt
16'thy commendation and comforty fuit thy-
felf well.

This i xmprovmg of Chrift in dark hours,
the llfc, though the hardeft part of our chnf
tianity. We fhculd neither ftop at darkmfs,

" nor at the raging of our luft, but go on in a

way of venturing and ca{hno the whole of

cur affair for the next world at foot of
Jefus Chrift. This is the way ake the
darknels light, and zalfo to all e raging of

of our corruptlon.

The firft time the paflover was caten, was
in the night ; and when Ifrael 100k courage
to go fm\\ard though the {ea flood in their
way like a devounnﬂ gulph, and the hoit of
the Egyptians fo! low them at the heels ; yct
the fva gives place and their encmies were as
ftill as flone till they were gone over, Exod.
Xii, 8. xiv. 13. 14. 21. 22. xv. 16.

Then, is nothing like faith to heip at a
pinch; Taith diffolvesdoubts, as the fun drives

— .
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-away the mifts. And that ydu may not be
put out, know your time, as I faid, of be--
lieving is alway s—There are times when

fome graces may be out of ule, but there is-
no time wherein faith can be ﬁnd to be {o;
whcrofom, farth muit be always in exercife.

Faith is the eye,is the mouth, is the hand,
and one of thefeis of ufe all day long.

Faith is to {ee, WD receive, to -work, or to
eat, and a Chrifian thould be feeing or re<
- ceiving, or working, or feeding, all day long. -
L.et it rain, let it blow, let it thunder, fet it
tighten, a Lhriftian muft flill believe. ¢ At
what um id the good man, ¢1am afrald
I will truft'igbee.” Plal. lvi. s. 3.

Nor can we have a better encouragement
to do-this, than is by the text before us, even
an open heart for a Jerufalem finner. And if
for Jerufalemfinner to come, then fur fuc
one when come. If fuch aonetobe faved,then
for fuch a one that is faved. If for fuch aone
to be pardoned his great tranfgrctlions, then
for fuch a one whois pardoned the{z, to come
daily to Jefus Chrift too, to be cleanfcd and
fet free from his common infirmities, and
from the iniquities of his holy things.
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- Therefore let the poor.finner that would
be faved labour for Tkill t0 make the beft
improvement of the grace of Chrift to help
hiin-againfi- the temptations of the devil and
his fins.

Tenthly, Would Jefus Chrift bave mcrcy
offered in the firlt place to the biggeft fin-
ners? Let thofc men confider this that
(have, or) may, in a day of trial, have {pok-
cn or done-that what their profeffion or
con{cience tcld them they fhould not, and
that have the guilt and burden thereot upon
their confciences.

Whether. a thing be wrong or nght, guilt
may purfue him lhat doth contrary to his
conicience. But {uppofle a man fhould deny
his God, or his Chriﬁ, or relinquifh a good
profcfiion, and be under the real guile there-
ofy fhall he therefore conclude he 1s gone
forever? Let him come agzain with Pcter’s
tears, and no doubt but he fhall obtain Petcr’s
forgivene(s ; for the text includes the biggelt
fiancrs.

And itis obflervable, that before thiaclaufe
was put into this comniflion, Peter was par-
doncd his horrible revolt from his malter.
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‘Fle that revolteth in-the day of trial, if-he is
not fhot quite dead upon the-place, but is fen-
fble of his wound, and -calls oat for-a fur-
‘geon, fhall find his-'Lord'at hand’ to' pour
‘wine and oil into kis wounds, that he may a-
gain be healed; and to-encounrage--him fo
‘think that there may be mercy for him : ‘Be-
fides what we' find recorded of Petcr, you
read in the alls, fome where through:the vi.
elence of their trials, compelled toblafpheme,
and yet are called faints, Alts xxvi. gi—11.
‘Hence you have a promife or two, thit
foeaks cancerning fuch kind of mpn, .taen-
courage @o think, that at leaft fotne of them
thall come¥back to the Lord their God.—
< Shall they fall,” faith he, ¢ and not arife?
‘Shall they turn away and -not return ? Jer.
viii. & ¢ And in that day 1 will affemble her
#hat halteth, and I will gather her that was
driven out, and herthatI have afli@ed. ‘And
I will make her that halteth a remnant, and
her that was caft-off a firong nation : And the
Lord fhall reign over them in Mouunt Zion
forever.,” What we are to underftand, by
_ Ber that halteth, is beft exprefled by the pto-
© phet Elijab, Niciiv. 6. 7. Zeph, gl.1g.
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I will eonclude then, that for them that:
have halted; or may halt, the Lord has mercy -
in the bank, and is willing to acceps them, if
they ceturn. to him again..

.. Perbaps they may never-be afier that of
any great eftzem, in the houfe of God, but if™
the Lord will admit them to favour and for-
givenefle O exceedingand uudeferved mer- -
cy ! See Ezek. xliv. 10.—14.

Thou then that mayeft be the man, remém-
ber this, that there is- mercy alfo- fer thee.
_Return thercfore to God and to his Son, who
hath vet. m ftore for. thee, and who will do
thee gOOds \ N

-Batperhapsthou wilt iay, He doth not fave -
all 1evolters, and therefore perhaps not me.

Anf. Art thou returning to Ged ? If thou-
art returning; thou art the man ; « Return
ye backfliding children, and I will heal your
backflidings,” Jer. iii. 22.

Some as L. faid that revelt, are fhot dead
upon the placs ; and for them who can help
themm ? But for them that cry out of theie
wounds, 1t is a.fign they. are yet alive, and 1f.
they ufe the means in time. doulslefs they

may be healed, .
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Chrift Jefus bas bags of mercy that were
never yet broken up or unfeated. Hence-

itis fatd he-has gocdnels: laid-up! things re-

ferved ia heaven for his. And-if he breaks
up one of thefe bags, whe - can tell what he-

can do ¢

Hence his love is {aid ‘to-be {uch asﬁpa{feth ;

knowledge, and that his riches are unfearch-

able. He bas no body knows what :-for no:

body knows who ; .he hasby him in ftore for

fach as féem,in the view of all meny- to be-
gone beyond recovery: For this the textis -
plain: What man orangel couldhave thaught
that the Jerufalem finners had- been yet on

this fide of an impoflibility of enjoying life

and ‘mercy ©° Hadft: thou{cen theie a&ions, -
and what horrible things they.did to the Sen-
of God ; yea, how ftoutly they backed.what
.- they did 5 with refolves -and- endeavours to:
perfevere, when they had killed his perfon,.

againf his name and ‘do&rine :-and-thatthere

was not found among them all that while, as-
we rcad of, the lealt remorfe orregret for.

thefe their doings ; coukdft thou have ima-

gined that mercy would ever have took ho'd -
o them ; at lealt fo foon! nay, that.they:

\

!
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Jhould of all the world, be eounted thofe only-
Jneet to bave it offered to them in the very
firft-place ! for fo my text commands, faying,
4 Preach repentance and remiflion of fins .a-
mong all-nations, beginning at Jerufalem.”

I tell you the thing is a-wonder, and: muft’
forever ftand for a wonder among the fons of
men. Itftands allo for an everlafting invita-
ton and allurement to- the biggeft finners to
fome to Chrilt for mercy.. S

- Now figce in the opinion-of all-men, the
-revolter is{uch a one, if- he has-as I faid be.
fore, ary life in him, let him wke encourage-.
ment to come again, that he maylive by Chnft.

Eleventhly, would' Jefus Chrit have mer-
ey offered in the firft place to the biggeft fin- .
-mers? then let God’s miniflers tell them f{o..
There is an incidence in us, 1 know not how
1t doth come about, when we are converted.
to contemn thein that are left behind. Poor
foois as we are, we forzet that we ourlelves
were fo ! Tirusiii. . 3.

But would it not become us better, fince
we have tafted that the Lord is gracious, to
qarry it towards them f{o, that we may give
hem. convincing ground ta-believe, that we
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‘have found that- mercy which' alfo fets open -
‘the door for them to- come and:partake with:

us. _ -
Minifters, T fay, thould do thus, both by
‘their doftrine, and in all-other réfpes.

Aufterity doth not become us,-neither in
‘doftrine norin converfation : We ourfelves

‘live by grace; let us give as we receive, and.

‘labour to perfuade our fellow finners, which.

‘Ged has left behind us,  to follow after; that

‘they may partake with us.of grace. Weare
faved by grace, let us live like them that are:

gravious: let ali-our things (to the worid) be
done:in charity toward them, pity them, pray:
for them, befamilizr with them fortheir gaod.
Let us fay afide our foolilh, worldly, carnat
grandeur ; let -us net walk the fireets 'and
have fuch behaviours as fignify we are fcarce

for touching of the poorones that ate left

bekind, no not wik a pair of tongs. It bez-
comes not this to do. . s

Remember yourLord, he was familtarwith
publicans and finners, to a proverb. <« Behold
a gluttonous man, and a wine bibber, a friend
of pubilicans and finners.” Matth. xi. 19. The
- fitt part; concerning his gluttonous eating

|

|

.
H
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ey

-and drinking, to be fure, was an horrible
Hlamder; but for the other, nothing was éver
fpoke truer of him by the worid. Now why
‘fhould we lay hands erofs on:this i~.:t. that
is, choofe good viQuals, and love the {weet
‘wine better than the falvation of the ynor
-publican? "Why net “familiar with finnexs,
provided we hate their fpots -and blemifhes,
.and feek that they-may be healed of them?

Miniflers fhould be cxemplary; but I am
-an inferior man, -and mift take heed of too
‘much meddling. -But might I, I would med-
dle with them, with their ‘wives, and with
‘their children 10vo. 1.mean not this of all,
‘but of them :i:at:deferve it ; though 1 -may
-not name them. ,

But I fay, let'minilters follow the'fteps .
their blefled Lord, who by word and deed =
‘Thewed Lis fove to the falvation of the world,
in fuch a-carriage as declared him to ‘prefer
their falvation before his own private con-
curn— ‘For we are commanded to folfow his
ficy.s, “who cid no fin, neither was guile
found in his mouth.”

And as I have faid concerning minifters,
fo 1 fay t0 all the brethren, Carry it fo, that:
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aH theworid may . fee t¥at indeed. y'ou are
the fons of leve. -

Love your Saviour;. yea, faew one to
another, - that you love hinyy not only by a
fecminglove of alieftiony but with the lave
of duty. . Pra@tical love is beft: Mai:v ldive
Chrift with nething bt the lick-of the tonzue.
Alas ! Chrif?: chus the - Lord muf¥<not b+
put off thus : ¢ He that hath my- command.-
nients, and keepeth themy” faith he,. “he &
is that lovceh-me,?  John xiv,. au..

Praélical love, which ftands in felf-dentil,
in eharity 1o m; neighbour, and.a patient en-
during of aﬂh&mn for his namc, tlm 1;.-
counted love..

Right love to Chrift'is s that which' carries

it provoking argument o others of the

b‘fﬁd‘u Chat-
Shou'd a man afk me, lrow he fhould know

‘that. he boveth the children of God, the beit

m fwer I': ould give Lim: would be in the.

wis of the A poiNe John ; ¢ By ihis,” faitle

he,“' we know we love the children of God',

whan we love God, and kecp his command-

memy,” s John, vi 2. e
K3

l‘\ )
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" Lave td God ‘and* Chrilt ‘is then fhewn,.
when we.are tender ofhis name, and when we
are afraid to break any the .leaft of his com-
mandments : - And ‘when we are here, then
do w-: fhtw:our love to our brother alfo.
 Now ve have obfigation fufficient thus to.
do, for that our Lurd loved us, and gave
himfelf for s to deliver us from death, that
v'e might live through hiwm.. S

The world, vhén they hear the doétrine-
that .U have afferted and handled in this little
book; to wit; 1hat Jefas Chritl would have
meroy ofered in the firft place to the biggelt
finners, will be apt, hecaule themiclves are
unbelievers, tc -think that thisis a a~&rine
Nat ieads to koofenefs, and thit gives fiberty
to the Gefh; but.if yow ihat believe loce
your brethren and your ncighbours traly, -
sad-as you fhould,.yo1 will put so-filence the
ignorance of fuch foolith men, end fop their
mox hs from [peaking cvi! of you.-

Ard I fay, ict the love of Chrift conftrain
us to-th:s,  Wto deferveth cur hoart, our
mouth, ou. life, cur goods, fo much us Jelus.
Chiift, who has bought us-te himf&lf by bis:
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"blood, to this véry end, that we thould ‘be o -
peculiar peoples zealous of good werks?

There is nothing more {eemly inthe world,
~ than o fec a. Chriftian walk as becomes the
‘gofpel ;. por any-thing. moré unLecoming 2
reafonable creature, than to hear a- man fay
I believe in-Chrift, ana vet {ee in -his life,
-debauchery and profanenefs. Might i, fnch
men wonld be counted the bafeft of men:
fuch men thould be counted by all, unwor-
-thy of the name of -aChriftian, and "fhould
‘be fhunned by cvéry good man;as fuch.-who
.are the very plague of profeficn. ~.+

For {o it is written we fhould carry it to-
‘wards them.  Whofo have a form of godli-
.nefs, and deny the. power thereal, from fuch
-we muft turn away. | '

It has oftentimes:zome -Into my mind to
-afk by what means it ia that the ‘gofpel pro-
feflion fhauld be fo taunted. with loofe: and
<arelefs golpellers? and I could never arrive
to. better fatisfallion in the matter than this :
‘Such men are made profeffors by the devil,
and fo by him.put among the reft of the
gedlv. . A certain man-had .a fruitlefs fig-
xee vlanted. in bhis-vineyard,; .but by whom
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«wasit planted ther® ?° even by him that fow-
e¢d the tares, his own children among the
wheat, Luke xm. 6. -Martth. xiii. 27.—40.
nd that was the. devil. But.why. doth the
devii go thus? Not of -leve to them, but 0
xizke of them  offences and -flumbling
blocks ta others; {or he knows thata loole

profcffor in the church does more milchiet
to religion ‘than ten cail dow at- that. 2re in
ihe world.

. Having thusfar. fpél,cn of the viches of the
grace of Chrifl, and of . the fieencfs of Lis
hecrtto embrace the. jemfatemﬁm*ers, it may
not he amifs to give you, yet asa caution,. an
{ntiimation of one thmg, namecly, That this
grace and freene's of Lis lreart is limited to
umc and day, the which wholo ovesflandeih, -
{hall perifh notantftanding, -

For a king who of grace. fendeth out lis
rebéllious Dcooi\, an offerof pardon, if they
acceptth ercof. by fuch-day, yet belicadeth or
hangeth thofe: that come not in for. inercy
urii! the day or time be vailt; fo:Chnft Je-
fus has fet the finner a day of faivauon, anac-
ceptable time, but he who: fltandeth out, or
aocth op in rebeliion beyond thattime, is like
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to come off with the 1655 of “his l’mﬂ e Cor.

vi. 2. Heb.dii. 13.16. -—-*19 tbap i, 7. Luke
XIX. 41. 42.

bmcc therefore, things are t‘ms,~1t nay be.
convenient here 10 touch a litde upon thcfe_

, Pamcnhrs.

1. This is the ﬂav or ﬂme, f‘ms ]irmtcw,
when it is corfidered-with reference to this
or that man, is oft times andifcerned by the
pecfon concerned therein, and always is kepl
fcucl as ‘to the thuttog up thereaf.

" And thisi in the wifdan of ‘God = thus, to,
the end no man, when . called uvon,: ‘fhould
put off turning 10°Gad at anothertime: Now,
and to day, is that, and onlvthat which'is re-

vealedin holy writ, Plal. 1. ge. Ectlel. xii.
1. Heb. in.-13.—16.

And this ﬂrews us the delperate’ hazards

which thofe men run, whowhen invitation ot
conviftign sttemds them, put off "turning to
God to be faved ‘il anmher, and _as they
think, a more fit fca.on of time. For mauny
by fo doing, defer «tis to do, «ill the - day of
_God’s patience and long - fuffering s ended ;
and tken fortheirpraye-sadd cries aftar mes-
«y, they receive nothing but mock, and are

——— N4
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~-laugbed at by the God of h:aven; Prov.-i.
 20.—~30. Ifa Ixv. t2.~16. chap. Ixvi. 4.
Zech. vii. 11. 18. 13.
e Another thing 1s to.he conﬁactcd is
. this, namely, that the dav of God's grace with
“fcme -men begins fooner, and alfo: foanct ends,
than it doth with others. Thofe at the ﬁrﬁ
-hour of the day had their call, fooner than
tbev whe were ‘Called upon to turn to God at
the fixth Hour of the day ; yea,and they who
were bxred at the third hour bad their call
“fooner-than'they who were. called at the cle-
venth, Matth. xx.-1. 6.

1. “The day of God’s paucnce began with
Ifhmacl, and alfb ended; before e was twen-
ty years.old. At thirteen years of age he
was circumcifed; the next year after, lfaac
was born,and then 1thmael wasfaurteen years
old, "Now, that day that’ Ifaac was weaned,
that day was lhmael rejefled ; and fuppole

+that Ifaac was three years. old before he was
e aned,that was'but the feventeenth year of
' lfbmael, wherefore the. day of God's. grace
-was ended with him bettmes, Gen. xvil. 34.

-35~ chap. xxi. g~11. Gal..iv. gon
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“#dly. Cain’s dayy ended with himbetimes ;
for after God had rejetted him, hie lived to
beget many: childfen, and baild a city, and
to do many other things.. But alas! all that
while he was 3 fugitive and d-vagabond ; nor

carried he aiyy thing with him, afier tie day~

of his rejefifon was come, - but this. doleful
language in - his confcience,. ¢ From God’s
face fhall I be hid.” Gén. iv. 10.—15. .

gdly. Efau, through his extrayagancesy
would needs go to (fég’ ‘his” birth“right, not
fearing (as other confidént fools) but that yet
the bleffing would ttiil be his; -after which he
lived tany years, but alt ofthem'under the
wrath of god, as was, whién his time came,
made appear to his deftruflion ; for ¢ when
he wouald have inherited the bleffing, h¢, was
reje&ted, for he found no place of repentance
though he foughe it carefully. with tears.”
Heb. xi. 14. 15. 16; | o

Many inftances miglit be given, as to fuch,
tokens of the difpleafure of God, againlt fuch
as fool away,as the wile ‘man has is, the
pgzc which is put iato theirhaad, Pyav.- xvij..
16. '
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~ Let thefo things -therefore be a further
cantion to thofe that fit ynder the glorious
{found of tlie gofpel, and hear of the riches of
the grace of God in Chiift to poer finners.

To flight grace,-to defpife mercy, and to
Rop the car when God fpeaks, when he
{peaks Tuch'great thinge, fé much to our pro-
ft, is a gteat provocatien. - L

“He offereth, lre calls, he woos, he invites,
be prays, he befeeches us, in this day of his
grace, to be reconciled o him; yea, and has
orovided forus the maans' of reconciliation
himfelf: Now this dcfpifed mull needs be.

vroveking 3 and it is a fearful “thing . to fall
mto the handd.of theliving Gods. .

But fomé¢ men may fay unto me, Fain I
would be faved, fain I'would be faved by
Chrift; but I fear this day of grace is patft,
and that I fitall perifli, notwithflanding the
cxceeding riches of the grace of God. |

~Azf. To this doubt k-would anfwer fever-
al things. R

1. With refpelio this duy. .

e. With refpedl to thy delires.

- g With Tefpet o thy fears, "

v
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Firt. With refpe&t ta the day ; thatis,
'\vhcther it be ended with a man or no.

Art thou jogged and fhaken, and md-
lcﬁcd at the hearing of the word? Is thy
-confcience -awakened and -convinced lhen;
‘that thou drt at prefent in a perithing Rate,
and that thou haft need to cry to God for
mercy ? This is a hopeful fign that this day
of grace is not paft with thee ; for ufua“y
they that are paft grace are alfo in their con-
icicnce paft feeling, being feared withan bot
-3rony Ephiv.18. 19. 1 Tim. iv.1. 2.

Conlequently thofe paft grace mufl be fuch
as are denied theawakening fruits of the' word
preached. « The d-ad that hear,” fays Chrift,
% fhall live,” at lcaft when Chrift has not
quite done with them ; the day of Gad’s pa-
tience is not at an end \nth them, John V. 23.

2. Is therd in thy more retired condition,
arguings, ftrugglings, and ftrivings with thy
i{,m! to perfuade thee of the vamty of what
vaimstirings thou lovedt, and to win thee in thy
foul to a choice of Chnﬁ Jelus, and his hea-
‘wealy things ?” Take heed and rebel not, for
tne day of God’s grace and patience will not
be palt with thee, till he faithy ¢ His fpisit:

- L

v ———— ———
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fhall ftrive no more with thee ;" for then the
woe comes, when, ¢he fhal] depart from
themn ; and when he fays to the . means of
grace, % Let them alone,” Hof. iv. 17. chap.
ix. 12. |

3. Art thou vifited .in the -night-feafons
with dreams about thy : ftate and that thou
art im dangerof being loft ! Haft thou heart-
thaken apprehenfions, when deep-fieep is up-
on the of hell, death-andjudgment to come-?
thele are the .figns that'God has not wholly
left thee, or. caft the behind his back forever.
. For God fpeaks orce, yea twice, yet man
- perceiveth it not. Ina dream,ina vifion of
the night, when deep {lcep falleth upon men,
in- flumberings upon the bed ; then he open-
eth the ears of men, and fealeth theirinfiruc-
tion, that he may withdraw .man from his
purpole,” (his finful purpofes) ¢ 2rd .hide
pride from wan,” Job vxxiii. 14.—17.

All this while God has not left the firner,
Ror is ceme to the end of ‘his pauence to-
wards him, but ftands at leail withthe docr
of grace a-jar in his hand, as bcing loth as

yet to bolt it againft him.
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4 Art thoa followed with a’ﬂi*’tiOn, and
dolt thou hear God's angrv voic . in ‘thy af-
flitions ? Doth he fend with thy affirtion an
interpreter to fhew thée thy vilensfs? and
why or whereiore the hand of God is'upon
thee, and upon what thou hafl, to wie, that it is
forthy faning againthim, and that thou might-
elt be turned'to him? IF fo,” thi fumner is
not quite ended ; thy harvefi is not quiie
over and gone.. Take heed, ftand ot no
fonger, left he caule darkae fs, and left thy

feet flumble upon the dark  méuntains ; and

left while you lock for light, he turn inio the
fhidow of déath, and make it grofs darknefs,
Jer. viit. 29; chap Xilt. 15-16-17.

. Art thou crofled, difappointed, and
way laxd and overthrown in all thy foolith
wiys and doings? This isa fign God has not
quite left thee, but that he ftill waits upon
thee to turn thee.. Confider; I fay, has he
madz a hcdgC, and’a wall to top thee ?* Has
he croff:d thee in all thou putieft thy hand
unto ? Take it as-a call to turn to him ; for
by his thus doing, he fhews h> hasa mind 10
give the a batter | portion.  For ulually when
Go1 gives up men; and relolves-to et them

e ——— o~ ———
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alone in the broad way, he gives them rope,.
and lets them have their deflire in all hurtfui,
things, Hof. ii. 6.—15. Plal. ixxiii. 3.—13.

" Therefore take heed to this allo, that thou
frive not againft this hand of God ; but be-
take thyfelf into a ferious inquiry into the
caufes of this hand of God upon thee, and:
incline to think. it is becaule the Lord would
have thee look to that, which is better than
‘what thou- wouldft fatisfy thylelf withal.—
When God had a miad to make the prodigal
go home to his father, he fent a famine upen
him, and denied him a belly full of the hutks
which the fwine did eat. And obferve it,
now he was in his f*rait, ke betook him to
confideration of the good that there was in-
his father’s houle : yea, he refolved to go
home to his father, and his father dealt with
him + he received him with mufic.and danc-
ing, becaufe he had received him fafe and
fuand Luke xv. 14.—38.

6. Hait thou.any. enticing touches of the
word of God upon thy mind? Doth, as i
were, {ome holy word of God, give a glance
upon 1hu:, let aally though it bc but one drnp :

@ i favoyr upoa thy l‘m‘it, yes, tirough it
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RA4ys but one moment with thee ? O! then
the day of grace is not paft! the gaie of hea-
ven 1s not fhut !> nor God’s heart and-bowels.
withdrawn from thee asyet! Take heed,
therefore, and ‘beware that thou make much
of the heavenly gift, and of that good word
of God:of the which he has made thee tafle.
Beware, I fay, and take heed, there may be
a falling away for all.this ; but I {ay, as y«t,
God has not left thee, as yet he has.not caft
thee olf, Heb. vi. 1.—g.

Second!y, With refpeél to thy defires,what
are they ? Wouldf thou be faved ? Wouldft-
thou be faved with a therough falvation ¥
Wouldft thou be faved from guilt and fikk
too 7 Wouldit- thou be the fervant of thy
Saviour ? Artthou indeed weary of the fer-.
vice of iby old mafter the devil, fin,and the
worid 2 And has thefe dcfires put thy foul to

tire flight ? Faft thou through defires beta-
ken thylelf to thy heels ? Doft fly 1o him that:
15 a Saviaur from the wrath to come, for life ?
If thefc be tby defires, and if they be-un-
feigned, fear not. Thou art one of thele
runaways which God has ccmmanded our
Leord to feccivey and not ta tend thee back

- - e————— - ———— e~ . = =
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to the devil thy malter again, but to give thee
a place in his houlfle, even the place which
liketh thee LeR. ¢ Thou thalt not deliver
to his mafter,” {ays he, ¢ the fervant which is-
efcaped from his mafter uato thee. He fhall
dwell with thee even among you in that place
which he -fhall chule, in one of thy gates.
where it liketh him beft : -thou fhalt nut op-
prefls him ;” Deut. xxiii. 15. 16. |

This is a command to the church confe:
qaently tothe headof the church; forall com-
mands from God come to her thro' her head,-
whence I conclude, that, as Ifrael -of old was:
to receive the runaway fervant who efcaped’
from a heathen mafter to them; and fhould
not dare to fend him back to his mafter again,
fo Chrift's church now, and confequenuy
Chrilt himfeif may not, will not refule that
foul that has made bis elcape from fin, Satan,
the world, and hel, unto him, but wiil cer-
tainly let Bim dwell in his houfe, among his
faints,- ia that place which he fhall chufe,
€ven where it liketh Lim beft, For he fays
in another place, ¢ And ki that comcth to
me I will in no wife calt out.” In no- wile,
fet his crimes be what they willy enher fou
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. mature, multitude, or the attendance of ag-
gravating circumftances.

"Wherefore, if thy defires be firm, found
and vnfeigned, tv become the faved of Chrift,
and his fervant, fear not, he will not, he wiil
in no wife put the¢ away,-or turn thee over
.'to thy old mafter again.

Thirdly, As to thy fears, whatever they
are, let that be fuppofed wkich is fuppofed
-before, and they are groundlcfs, and fo of
no weight. | | *

0b). But I am afraid ‘I am not ele& or
chofen to falvation, tho’ you call me fool a
little before for fo fearing.

Anf. Though:eletion is, in #rder, before
calling as to Ged,. yet the knowledge of cal-
ling mufl go be‘ore the belief of my cle&tion,
as to myfelf. “Wherefore {ouls that doubt of
‘the truth of their effeftoal calling, do but
Hunge themfelves into a deeper labyrinth of
- confufion that concern themfelves with their
-eleflion ; I mean while they labour to know
it before they prove their calling, ¢ Make
your cailing, ard ({o your) ele&ion fure.®
2 Pet. 1. 4—11,
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Wherefore at pre’ent lay the thoughts of
‘thy elefiion by, and aik thyfelf thefe quef-
ticns: Bo I fee my loft condition ? Do'1
fee falvation is no where. but in Chrnift?
‘Would I fhare in this falvaticn by faith in
him ? And would I, as was faid afore, be
thoroughly faved, ¢ wit, from the filth as
from the guili 7 Do 1 love Chrift, his Fathu,
his faints, his words, and ways ! ? Thisis the
way to prove we are eletl. = Wherefore fin-
rer, when fatan or thine own heart feek to
puzzie thee with ele&uon, {fay thou. I cannot
tend- to talk of this point now, but ftay ull I
" know that I am called of God to the fellow-
“thip of his Som, and then I will'fhew you that
I am eled, and that-my name is writler in
the book of life. | |

If poer diftreffed fouls would obferve this
order, they might fave themlelves the trou-
ble and unprohtable labour under thefe un-
reafonable and foul finking doubus.

‘Let us, therefore, upon the fight of cur
wretchednefs, flv and vcnturouﬂy leap into
the arms of Chrift, which are now as open to
receive us unio his bofom, as they were
when nailed to the crofs,  This is comi.g
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to Chrift for life aright ; this right runnin;
away from thy mafter to him, as was fair
before. And for this we have muliitude:
of {criptures to {upport, encourage and com-
fort us in our fo doing.

But now, let him that doth thus be fure to
look forit; for Satan will bz with him to.
morrow, to fee if he can get him:again to his
old fervice ;- and if he cannot do that, then
he will enter into difpute with him,; to wit}
about'whether he be clef’ 1o life, and cal-
led indced to partake of this Chrift, to whom
he is fled for fuccour; or whether he comes
to him of his own preflumptuous mind.
Thereforz we are bid, as to come, {o toc arm
ourfelves with that armeur which God ha3
provided ; that we may rcfifty quench, ftand
againft, and withftand- ali the fiery darts of
the devili  Eph. vi. 11.—1y.

- If therefore thou findeft Satan in this order
to march againit thee, remember then thou
hadft this item abous it; and betake thyflelf
to faith and good courage! and Ve fober,
and-ope to the end. |

}f‘a
P 40
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04;. But how-if I fhould ha'~ finned tke-
Bn  unpardonable, or that calied the fin

~againft the Holv Ghoft ?

Am Il thou biafl, thou art loft forever ; b,

“vet before itis concluded by thee, that tl*nu

haft fo finned, know that they that would be
fa\ed by ]efus Chrift through faith in.his
bicod, cannot be counted for lueh

1. Becaule of the promile; for that muft
rot be fruftrate : And that fays, “ An d him
that (ometh to € 7:ift he will'in no wife caft
out, And again, ¥ Whofo will, let him
tcke of the water of life freely,” John vi.
27. Rev. xxi. 6. xxil. 17.
- Bur, 1 fay, how can thele feriptures bc
fulflcd if he that would indecd be faved, as
before,. has finned the fin unpardonab!e?
'The fciipture mult- not be made void, nor
thair truth be cafi to the grourd. Here is &
promife, and-bere 1sa finner; A promife
that fuys ke fhall nct be caft out that.comes;
and the finner comes,.whercfore he muit be
teceived ; confrgquently, he that comes ta
Chiift for Ky has hot,. cannot have finncd
that fin {or w‘mch there is no f{orgivenels.
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"And this might fuftice for an.anfwerto any
-coming foul that fears though he comes, that
‘he has finned the fin aguinft the holy Gholt..

2. But again, he that has finncd the ha
zgainft the Holy Gheft cannct come, bas na
heart to come; can by ro means be made
willing to come to Jefus Chrift for hifes for
that he has reccivedfuch an opinion of him.
and of his pings, as deters and holds himv
‘back. ' |

1, He counteth his blefled nerlon, thes
San of God, a magician, a conjurerya witclh,
or one that did, when he .was in the world,
what bie .did by tbe power and {pint of the
devily, Mauh.. ix. 34. Xii.-24. 25. &c. Max
. 22.—31. "KNow he that has this opiion
-©f this Jelus,.cannot be willingto caft him-
felf at his foot for dife, or to come to him as
the only way to'Gad and to falvation, and
‘hence it is faid 2gain, that fuch an onc purs
him to open _fhame,.aad treadeth him under
foot ; that is, by.comemning, vilifying, and
defpifing of him, -asif he were the vileft onc,
or the greateil cheat in the world; and hes
therefore, as to his citcen: of i, called him
accuried, cracificd him to higielfy crcount

e ——————— . = . - -——— - ——
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‘ed him one hanged, as one of the worft of
malefa8lors, Heb. vi. 6. x. 2q. 1 Cor. x11. 3.
2dly, His blood, which is the meritonous
caufe of man’s rcdemption, even the bleod
of the cverlafling covenart, he -counteth an
ui-holy thing, or that which has no more vir-
dJue in it to fave a foul from fin, than has the
slood of a dog, Heb. x. 29. For when the

peftle fays he counts it an unkoly thing, he
1eans, he makes it of lefs valve than that of
~fheep or cow, which were clean accorcding
o the law ; and therefore mull mean, that
is blood was of no more worth to -him.in his
ccount, than-was the blood of a dog, an afs,
r a [wine, which always was, as to facrifices,
cjelted by the God of heaven as unholy or
nclean.

Now he who has nc better eiteem of je-
as Chnft, and of kis death and bloed, wili
.ot be perfuaded to come to bhim for lite, or
o traft my hinn for falvatan.,

3dty, But further all this wuft be dere a-
gaiuft manile ft tokens to prove the contrary,
or afier tné fhiving of the golpel light upon
gl fonl, orfume confiderable proicflion of
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him as the Meflias, or that he wasthe Savi'our
of the world. ~ -
1ft, It mufl be done agzinft mamfeﬂ to-
kens to prove the-contrary-: and thus the re-
probate vas commiited-it, when they faw the
works of God which put forth thcmfelves in
him, and called them theworks of the .devil’
and Belzebub.
adly, It muft be done-agzinft (6me fhining
light of the gofpel upon them. "And thus it
was with Judas, and with thofe -who, after
thcy were enlightened, and had tafled, and
had felt fomething of the-powers of the world
to come, fell away from the faith of him, and
put him to open fhame and difgrace, Heb. vi.
adly, It muft be done aftcr, and in eppofi-
tion to one’s own Gjen profeflion of hink
¢ For if after they have efcapcd the pollu-
tion of the world, through the knowledg- of
cur Lord and-Saviour j« [us Chrifty they are
again entangled therein, and overcome ; the
latter end 1s worfe with themthan the begin-
ning ; for it had been better for them not to
have known the way of rightcoufnefs, than
afier they have known it, to turn from the'

— . - e = e - —_—— . ——
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- boly commandment {which is-tke - word &f
faith) delivered unto them.”
4thly, All this muft be-done openiy; befere
-witnefles, in the face; fight and view of the
world, by word and z€}. .Tkhisis the fin-that
is urpardenable ; and he that hath'thus dene
crn never,.duds . impoflible he ever. fhould,
be rercwed again to repentance, and that for
- a doublareafon ; for fuch an one doth fay,
be will not;. aud of him God fays, ke fhail
noC have the bentfit of {alvaiion'by him.
Oly. Butif this -be the fin unpardonable,
-why isit calicdthe fin againft the Holy Ghof,
and not rather the fin zgaioft the Son of God?
CArf (tis.called the fin againft ike Hoiy
. Gheft, becaufe fuch count the wor ks he did,
which were 'done by the Spitit of God, the
- works of the fpirit of the devil.  Alfo be-
caule 2il fuch as fo reje1-Chrilt Jefus ke
“Lord, they do it in defpite of ihat teflimony
which the Holy Gheft bas given of kim in '
htly feriptures; for ihe feriptures are the
-drcathings of the Holy Choft, as. in all oiher
thirgs, foin that tefimony they bear of the
. perlon, of the works fufferings, refupreflicr,
.and alcenfion of Jefus Cheif,




Sinner, dus is the fin againft "the Hoxy

Ghoft. What fayft - thou ? Haft thou ‘comt
mitted it ? Nay I knou thou balt not, if thou -

wouldft bs faved by Chrifts yea, it is impof-

fible thou fhouldft~ have done ity if indeed "

thou wouldftsbe faved by him."

No man can defire to -be faved by’ him, -

whom he yet judgeth to be an' impoltor, a

magician, a-witch. No man canthiope for re- -
demption by that blocd which he yet count- -

th an unholy- thing.” Nor will God'“cver
faffer fuch an one to repent, who *has, after
light and profeflion of him, thus horribly, and s

devil - like, contemned and trampled -upon:
him.

True, words, and w ars, ‘and Mafphcmres as
gainft this Son of man arc "pardonable ; but®

then they mufl be done ignorantly and in un-
belief. . Alfoa!l blafgherous thoughtsare like-
wi’e fuchas may- be pafled by, if “the foul af-

flid>d with themindécd is forry for them, 1-

Tim. i. 13. 14. 15. Mark iii. <8¢

All but this, finner, all but this! 1If God:

had faid, he will forgive one fin, it had been
nndoicrved grace ; “but when he fays he will

pardon all but one, this is gracs to the height,

——— e —— C o —m— e ———
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por is that one unpardonsble otherwife, bu:
Becaufe the Saviour that thould fave them i
rejefled and put away..

We read of Jacob’s ladder; Chrift is Ja-
cob’s ladder that reacheth up to heaven, and
he that refufeth to'go by this ladder thither,
will fearce by other means get up fo high,
There is none other name given under heav-
en among men whereby we muft be faved.
There is none other facrifice for fin than
kis, he alfo, and he only is the Mediator that
~ reconcileth men to God. And, finner, #
~ _thou wouldft be faved by him, his benefits
- are thinz;. yea, though thou:art a-great and
Jerufalem tranfgreffor.

Q- .
-

FINAES
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