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TQ THE

"HEN | %ganto write upon

W . this Subjet, it was om of
a Cwmﬁg d bad to try , what I could
Jay, in neafon, againft the bold. Affertions -
of thofe Men, who think it 2 witty.thing.
to defame Religion; - and - bage :fecw. -
o few Writings of - dake ;. whigh uré
LR




T® the Reader.

aof very tedious, that 1 was defirous at

leaft to avoid that fault in this, by -
ding it as fhort a5 I could.

The Reafon why I have fuffei’d it to
be Printed, 15 indeed, Becanfe I could not
help it ; Coppies baving been taken of it,

~and fent to the Prefs, by the neglzgezzce
of fome to whom:I-Jent it to Read, d
was as much afbamed to forbid the Piint-
ing of it, s I Jhould hve beén, to bave
order’d it, or as I fhould be now it is
Printed, to difown what I bave Writ-
ton, and tbemﬁre, I bam fme /é'g ny
Name to it w

"By 'the nature. of tbn leaourjé
was " forced to Conclude with an Opmt-\
ony which. I have been long convinced.
of ; That nothmg ‘can be more ‘Anti-.

chtdhan, nor. Yhore  contraty. .t - Senfe,
S s and

—

Fo:the Reader:;
and Reafon, than to Trouble and Mo-

left our Fellow-Chriftians, becaufe they:

cannat be exaélly of our Minds, in.
all. the thmgs re].atmg to the W or(hlp-.
of . God. :
. And wbo will but ﬂasamme wbat maI-’f
titudes of Men there are now awongﬂ_.
ws, of different Peyfwafions in Religion ;.
and byw. inconfiderable any one part of
tbem is; compared 0 the reft, muft, I
am conﬁdent be convinced, That the-
praélice of it, at-this time, would be of*
no advantage to the Publick:

If 4 ferious confideration of the Pre--
Jent State of this Kingdom, can fink deep
enough into Men's Hearts, to make them
endeavour, now; to promote a true Liber- -
y of Coufc:euce, I fball yet hope- to en- -
Joy bappy days in England.  But other- -

g W’ﬁ’;-»




i MJIO the Reada,

pretending to be & Pry h

I ean eafily farqﬁv, That the czrary
muflt of neceflty rerminate in this A>
General Difeontent ; The Diff

of our poor Country ; And the Bxpo-
fing us to the Conthlt of a8 Fomgn

Natlou |
HCK[NGH'AM
,}LV S

A Shor

Short Dilcourfe

UPON THE

RPASONABLENFSS
- Of M?N s having a

-RELIGION,
Wor{hlpofGod

Here is nothing that gives 3
Men a greater diffatisfacti~
on, than to find themfelves
dﬂappomted in their Expe-

Sations ; efpecmlly ofthofe thm%




- which they think themfelves moft
-concern'd ; and thereforeall, who go
about to give Demonftrationsin Map..
ters of Religion, and fail in the ap.

tempt, do not onely leave Men lefs

evolit than ‘they were before; bur -

alfo, with great pains and induflr
lay in their Mindsthe very Grounds
and Foundations of Atheifi : For
the generality, of Mankind, either
out of lazinefs, or a difidence of
t}]qu- being able o Judge aright in
Points that are not very cClear, ct-t’re apt
- rather to take things upon truft than
to give themfelves the trouble ro CX~
amune-whether. they bé true .or no.
But when they find, that what 4 Man
undertakes 0. give them fora De-
monftration; ‘i yeally -ngirfe at- g
they do not onely conclude thov are
deceived by him; bug :begin alé’) to
fufpedt, thgy havebeen ill ufed, by
thofe,, who firft imp‘oé’dupon theni a
, Notion,

[3]
Notion,for which no Demonftration
can be'given; and from that fufpici-
on proceed to this-other of a more;.
dangerous confequence; That what
is not ‘demonttrable, may . perhaps;
too notbe true. G o
I thall, thereforein this Difcourfe,
make ufc of another method,and con-
tent my {elf with endéavouring: to
{hew what, in my Opinion, is moft
probable: Demonftration being as to.
Mattersof Yaith,abfolutcly unnecef- -
{ary: Becaufe,if I can convince aMan,
Thatthe Notions I maintain are more,
likely to be true than Falfe, it is not
in his power not to believe them; no
Man believing any thing becaufe he
has a mind to believe it,but becaufe
his Judgment is convinc'd , and he
cannot choofebut believe it,whether
he will or no : and Belief is all chat,
is required of us in the Speculative
part of Religion. :
- - B2  Beli
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; ;Beﬁdes,.Demon'f’fraﬂOﬂ "'ing—-fuch

an Bvidenee of a thing,: as thows ¢}
a Exidence of  thing, 3 v che
if you mark it, ¢ whimfieal kind of
expreflion: to {ay;-That 2 Mandoes
. but believe a ;hi_r;f;tofbe'lﬁ}, whichhe:
is fure cannot pollibly be otherwife |
b is j ﬁasmgelﬁaoe}s* asif onethould
seofels, That' He hopesitie (hall but
gin to have a_ thihg to morrow,
which he is already this dayin- ol
fefhion of. ~ Belief and ?Faftg’belgg“as
intirely fwallow'd up in DemonfFra-
tion, as Hopeis. in Fruition.
_ My defignin this Paper is, Tor in-
duce Mento a belief of Religion, by
the {trength of Reafon;and therefore
I am forc d to lay afide all Argu.:_
ments which have any dependence
upon the Authority of Seripture ;
and muft fathion my Difcourfe as if
1nace to: o with thofe CAve
“Religion at all. hole that ha,ve; o

. [s
The firft mainQueftion, upon the:
clearing of which I {hall endeavour
to ground the Reafonablenefs o Men's
baving a Religion, or Worfbip of God, i
this, Whether it 15 more probable that the
World bas ordered it [elf tobe in the Form.
i+ mow 83, or was comtriva to be (o by
[ome other Being of a more perfedt , and
more defigning nasure ? FOT whether or
no the World has been Created out
of nothing, is not material to ouf
Eurpofe; Becaufe if a fugreme Intel-
igent Agent has fram’d the World.
to be what it is, and has made us to.
be what we are , we _ought as much
to ftand in awe of it, as if it had.
made both usand the World out of.
nothing.,  Yet becaufe this latter
Queftion ou%ht not to be totally
palsd by,1{hall take the liberty to of-
fer fomeConceptions of mine upon it.
“The chief Argument ufed againft
God Almighty’s having Created the
- World,

e —




how a thing thould be madeé out of
nothing ; and that, therefore, it is
impoflible, he thould have made the
~World, becaufe there is nothing elfe,
out of which it could be made.
- Firft then, I cannot choofe but ob-
ferve, tharto fay, Becaufe we are not
able to imagine how a thing {hould
be, therefore the being of that thing
muft beimpoflible,isinit {clf a difini-
- genious way of Argumentation;efpe-
cially in thofe, who at the fame time
declare they believe this World to be
Eternal & yetareaslittleable to com-
rehend how it thould be Eternal, as
ow it fhould be made out of nothing.
In the next place, I conceive that

nothing can be properly faid to en-

dure, any Ionger than it remains jutt

the fame’; for in the inftant any part
of it is changed, that thing as it was
before, is no more in being.

- I - In

World, is, That no Man can imagine

(-1

In the third place, That every part
of this World ‘we live in is changed
every moment ; and by confequence,
that this whole World is fo too, be-
caufe the whole is nothing elfe but
what is compofed of every part; and
that therefore we cannot properly.
fay , this World has continued for
many Ages, but onely that all thlr;gs
in this World have been changed for
{everal Years together. '

To evade which Opinion, thofe who
maintain the Eternity of the World,
arc forc’d to fay; T hat the Matter of it
is not changec{but the Accidents on-
ly ;thoughthisbeafortof A rgument
whichthey will not allow of in others.

Yorwhenitis by the Romaniftsurged,

in Defence of Tranfubftantiation in the
Sacrament, That the Accidents of the Wa<
Jer remain, though the Subftance of it be
changed;they reject thatas a ‘1'1_(_11‘culous
Notion;and yet itis not one jot more

B )1 H—
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-abfurd to fay, That the Accidents remain
when the Matter is chang'd, than that the
Matter remains when the Accidents are
changed ; nay ofthetwo, the Aflertors
.ofthis latter Opinionare the leaft ex~
cufable, becanie they boldlyattribute
ittoa Natural Canfe, whereas the Ro-
manifts have the modefty at leaft to
.own it for a My{terious Miracle.
But that the weaknefs of this ima-
?inatio-n , of feparating Accidents
from Bodies' may the plainlier ap-

o pear, let us examine a little what the

meaning of the word Accident is.
Accident then does not fignifie a Be-
ing diftin¢t from Body or Matter, but
is only aWord, whereby we exprefs
the feveral ways we confider of what
is in a Body, of matter that isbefore
us. For cxam{)le ; If we perceive a
Body to have length, then we con-
fider. of that length as an Acci-
dent of that Body; and when we

perceive

‘perceive 2 Body to have 2 "Smell,  or
‘Fafte, then we confider of that.Smell,
and ‘that Tafte, ' as ‘Accidents. ofi that
Body: But in none of thefe Confideras
tions we mean, - that any thing cen have.
Léngth; ‘ot “Smell;-or Tafte, ‘but what
reafly 'isBody ; and when anyithing,
that-had a Smell -or Tafte, has left off -
to-have-a Smellor Tafte, it'is, becaufe:
that'Part of 'it, whi¢h'had a Smell ot
‘Tafte; is no more in it;: 8o that,. upon:

an Exugfitnation of the whole:Matter, - F

am'‘apt to believe, Thet hiefe cari” be

“naturally no ehange of Accidents;. but
whete there s 4 irchb changelof “Bod

dies e g <
- But to proceed a little further, the
seltion being, Wherber 1§ bo more pros.

bable, that the World, or :that -God ‘Al

mighty bas been frowr akl Esermity 2.1

thimk, | may adventue toatfirmny, Thak!
of two Propefitions; the ledft prbbatsld:

is




[ 1a:]; |
isthat which eonies inedreft to a. CQ‘»"""
tiadi®ion: Now: nothing .can come
- peaker «to 2. Conttadition, Than!Eterr
nity; or abiding the fame:for ever, dnd.
a continued ‘Changing;, or. not abiding,
the! fama.ong snomentsAndotherefore!
T-conclude, it is lefsprobable; that. this-
Changpable Wort:i thould: have -been;
fomoall Bternity, " theniighat femed oo
ther | Reing, of tnona’ Exeellence;; Tand.
greater PesfeSion; thouldche o, whefe
verg:Nalvredslincapable of,Ghange. 1 ;-

. I Tihat Being of. more Excéllence, -and-
‘gredter.; Pérfetion;, -1 :call God;engd.

i

thafe, “who:iout, ofa foolith.. averfion.

they have for the Name of God, will.

calli it Nature,. do got in-any kind dit-
fer from.this Notion ‘of that; Being,: but.

only change its: Name , “and - rather:~

{hew:,. they have a vain niiftaken Am-.

hition of being thought, 'Atheifts; than
that. they: have any: Reafon ftrong. e--

- -Confideration, 1s this, Whether; though
"there.be a God, it is probable, that ﬁ;'e

[11)

-iough: to Convince - them 'to-'be-fo,
‘1 The next Queftion I fhall take into

Jhould take a more particular Caie of

* Mankind, than He does of Bedfts and o-

ther Animals? To which I have this ~

‘to.offer,. "That " though' thiere are feveral

forts of Animals, which give us occa-
fion to imagine they have fome kind of

“Reafori in thém, ' though not te o great

‘- PerfeCtion’ as Men 'have 5 yet firice’no

‘other Animal did ever-any one " thing,

that. could give us - thcj:f' leaft. “caufe 10
believe, they havea' Conception':of -
nother World, or ‘of a Deity ; and that

:no Man .was ever yet botn Buthad
~a Conception, ior: ati-leaft 4> Sufpiei-
.on of “it, mbre or les.” "I fay, for this

Réafon, it is. probable, in my Opinion,

‘That thete is “fomething’ nearer” a-kin
to'.the ‘Naturé ‘of :God ' Men §-than

C 2 there
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there s in; any- other. Animals. what--

Aaever. ;- and ifor. that Reafon, .that

God: Abmighty does take & more pa-.
‘ticulgr, Care of. as, . than He cloes «of

 Ifthen God be Eternal, and. it is pro-.
‘bable there is fomething in our Nature,
‘which is akin  to the Nature ‘of -God, -it.
4 alfo probable, That thatPart of us ne--

-3t is,alfo probiable, That: what by it -

we.. are prompted ol to value and

elleem, as the higheft Perfe@ions, good:
(Qualities,, and Vertues; are Parts of the

Eflence, and Natureof God.. . ~ .

- Now, - of all. good -Quilities, . or Ver- -
tues,. at 13_]'3-&10@ ’. which all Men do-

mpft. kighlyefteem.and vahia in others,
-thongh they have not.all the good For-

tage to pradhife it thetnlelves. For Juttice:

Wufes all -other . good Qualitiés of Ver-

tues.

Lag ]

tues to be efteemed ; :nay, it is that Ver~

tie; twithoutrwhich, Al ether: Vertues
becaime:as: Vices ; - that is;; they all' conte
to be abhorr'd, - - . o

.~ For he who waats.. juﬁice,;ﬁ and has
Wit, Judgment, or. Valor,- will: for the

having Wit, Judgment, or Valor, be the
moarée:abhorrd;  Becaufe the more Wit,

]\idgmcnt , or Valor: he has . - if he

warnts Juftice, the mare he will certain-

ly become a Wicked Man:. And; he

who wants:: Juftice, and hasPower, will-

for the having: that Power, bethe more

. abhorr'd ; - Becaufe the more Power he

has, - if: he: wants Juftice;\:thé more 'he
will certainly ‘becotne @ Wisked : Man :
And therefore, in my Opimion; it is a
very -unréafondbla’ thing!ifer:; Mién; . out
of 2. Defign iof extolling Gad: idlneigh-
ty's-Power, torob Him-of Juftice ; the
Quality: withont whichy cavepPower. it

. mmuft noceffirily  ber#iobom'd. . And
."';“"!‘ - 2 e s e praY'
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-pva.y wihat Ttanribe; ;o dlﬁrefpe&ﬁil
0. Gdvitoighty !',Unfﬂaaﬁl 40 vphanfie
thar his (hall uniﬂuus fm‘fdmng hat;
which he has from all Ekernity" pred\.-
Atinated ;- thatfis,”’Gompelid as to do?
It is dn A& that Ieanizhaedly 'believe
there ever. yet was:barn a Man. cruel ‘e-
nough to be guilty of; evenin the depth
- «of his Revengd ; v"mﬂ fhall - Wam‘gke
that.an ‘Attribute.of the Moft Perfed,
and: the Mofb: High:God, which. is: be-
‘neath: the' effe@ hott thwmeaneﬂ; sof Paf-
fioms in'thé worfoof Men ¥ It i, ini my

inion,. ‘more . véafonable: to | beheve,

‘That- \@odnﬁlwtghtﬂz outvof-his. Love
to- Maﬁiedrd“;hats cgiven iy tan i Etetnial
Soul; ‘That an \ Eternal: :Being :, 'and
Free-will)’ axmthmgs! inldheid MNature; i
feparable*mné frothothe otheg;!-did: thie
therefore accoxdmg to vour - Adkions,

‘Proceeding . from ow Willsiv Guidsugh.

ngbty, mc:]fuﬂmd, il Jaeaw’&nii)z ﬁﬁ{%
uni

IRE38]
Punifh us in another World, -for", the
Good and Il ]Qeec{ssyvemperf @ i
thig::. .1 do, gotafagay that thefgmihof
our ‘Aéions here, . are > good qrwjugh to -
make: s defﬂwa the usenetk, Joye of.
Heavept ywe muﬁmwextlaﬁmd@smdw'{,
gbtys Grace and Fewour, as-indeed;i;
We OWE ﬂl] thmgs,\elge- Lot Jed T avsil
Neither will I ake wpor mye to, guefh:
atthe, feveral Degress of Joys. there are
111 HﬁaVE%}s O‘Fr‘-? )4?4“(‘ Sunces,cmaking!
lmefﬁblg , for., us. o difcgurfe well .
of thofe things, as it is impoffible ‘for a .
Man Born: Blind, to tallswell of Galoutse
Nor will. I pretend to_juddgs, haw. long,,
or how much God- Almighty will.Pu-
nith us ; hereafter ; Becauﬁ: for ‘the
fame . Reaforv that - wa(thmk,hlm to-be -
a. God of ]ufhce we muft alfo con- -
clude him to- be a. God of Mercy. -
This'only. I do verily: believe; Tthar -

_tbe ‘more we: Love bim., the more. be

will:




e Ebfue Bi)iz
il bas hoow

B
;91-'9 ﬁndl?ﬂéogﬂ

R tfﬁw THavsi|

f'féﬁ Hive 0 o'

-m That God A .'f@é& %ﬁy
nmmpqg M1 gf i

doss ~of! otttec mﬁmé 4&5) W

eﬁlmniuteﬂe&e Natuie Gt
ay ‘th ﬂ%t s ﬂi "y otﬁér A e
mal o Py e il ithat B

us;’ ’ﬁ’lﬁfﬁl{lﬁ hda{'eﬁ’ 'h’r fol the Nﬁ- :

ture - of Gad oﬁgbt o be o«lli‘ Guide
and Dnie&or S Oh m 'the beft:

Way fbr“mir’RéIYgléﬁs Fotfip “8F

Y

There is aifé %his éth et
»whwh- in‘ tif 0! i‘qio&fﬂcﬁ?mﬁé
| dependuponwha’e‘has bets Gl ~‘°Fhat“

one .

thabli foiedith iibowNauwfﬂam

’ Ll
ong, of the. greateft Cr;mes a Man can .
?e gmt g, is, To iforce us tﬁ act. of.-
aga that . h’# t l on; ;.
w%lc g od i bty llggs pl?;ﬁpd%n !ogr
?gfts,, for, if atI inct be; }) er,
what ki, to,they Na U?W%Qf Gods ;n&%ﬁ
finaing ‘againft it uft be fomevshat.;
a-kin ’ to the Sin’ agamﬁ the III ‘
Ghof
ft thcn it Be probﬁb “tghat therp 13;:
aGpd and th1t thls Gqf’ (:w rd
and Pu;pﬂb us. hgqgfter, fQ;\,all th;a Gppd;: .

th ings we ‘act. in. this Life ;.

It does hlghly concem every Man, to .
examm [ferioufly ;- Which 1s the, beft
o? Worﬂnp ing -and Serving this -,

Goa’ That is, W th% is the beft Reli-
gion. ‘ .
Now, ifit be probable that the In--
fiact which we have-.within us, of -a

Deity, be a%kin to the Nature of God;.. -

That Religion is. probably the beﬁ
| D - whofe




ghh“' _ Y, 111¢ it .

"And. for, t:hn f;m;xe Re fon, 15 )
alfo Tollgyw. That the Melifioh 1
h 6[633 ;

gﬁg&’ o o, %}%ﬂ% i3
S, m ﬂl‘ prt&baﬂﬂy , _i\i’hé" ,gl_,

‘On )

~t0 take ' axps, i Teekinb out, and chu-
{ing for %1mfe]f “he Only bemg an{we-
rablcla to God Alngb{y for his oWn |
So

"1 began this thgouz ﬁ? s if I had
to do with'thofe, who héw"e o Rer
hglon at all+ And‘ now'; " addre{ﬁng'

- my

And here 1 muﬁ lea‘Ve evcr M‘an ;

LI9]
my felf to C br zjhan.s ,. 1 hope, they
Will not be offended at, me, for end-

'mg it W1th the W rds of our, Yavl-
our : . ,

Ast and it fhall be given you Seeé

‘ami you fhall find-; Knocb dm! it /bal be

.....

roperzed unto ‘you. -

T 'thall beg Leave ﬁlrther, only
propofe a few Queftions to all thofe,
in; general,  who are gleasd toicall them---
&:ves‘Cbuﬂzans e

Fzr Whether there e, a Dh;ug
n}ore {tilre&ly oppofite to Pthe rgo&me
and Praftice ‘of Jefus, Chriff, than, &
ufe” any. kind of Force ;upon | Men, -
Matte of Relig gion? And. conﬁ:qpent*

y, Whether all thofe, that ratife i,

,,,,,

let them be of what Cburc or § eff
they })eafe) ough]: nqt: )pﬁly tQ be-call’ d
nt;c 1 zam - \
D 2, S ecomf-~
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- Sec dndly, iWihe thér there cart e aﬁ

‘ ihmg‘ moré‘ m’lm?adly, ‘more’ Barballdﬁs,
~or more’ ridieulous, than to go ‘about
to convince a Man's Judgment by any
,thmg, }i)utBby Reafon ; 1t s fo yidicu-

lous, that Boys. at School are, wh;
for it ; who “inftead of., An&vem:gp;g
Argument with Reafon, are ngger-
\heads enough to go to Cuffs q
U(l i ‘
< Andi «'I’bzra’l}v, 'W'hether thé Praéhce
of it, has not always been ruineus-ind
deﬁ;buéhve ;% tholi Cour;&rxes, where it
een “ufed, dither in' arc ies, or
Co’lhmdn-Wealfhs dq And %ahetl‘lj),er fhe
contrary Praice "has niot always been
fuccefsful “to th;e:)!et Cotf tg’;es, where /it
has been ‘ufed’ tﬁer n Monﬂrchles,
or Common-Wealths 210 \

1 fhalf Conéih&é” Wlthm tf\
'thls Fnendly Adv:ee ; IF ﬁ lﬁg em

\_ w0uld R
*

[211

" he thought Men of Reafon, or of a

good Confcience, Let them endeavour

by their good Counfel and good Ex-
ample, to perfwade others to lead fuch
Lives, as may fave their Souls: And
not be perpetually quarrelling amongft
them(elves, and cutting one another’s
Throats, about thofe things, which they

all agree, are not abfolutely neceffary to

Salvation.

FINIS.
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taining feveral Records, and a Series of Grear Councils
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the Vindication of Truth, and the Afiffance of fuch as
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the Antient Exglifb Hifforians, and other Pieces of Anti-
quity. By Robert Brady, Dotor in Phyfick.
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redith, ar the ‘King's Head, atthe
- Welt " End of S1. Padl’s:. Church-




