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Sir THOMAS BROWNE.

weH IO UG H the writer of the
I g following Essays feems to
# B9 have had the fortune common
@Ry among men of letters, of raif-
ing little curiofity after his private life,
and has, therefore, few memorials
preferved. of his felicities or misfor-
tunes ; yet, becaule an edition of a
pofthumous work appears imperfe&
and neglected, without fome account of
the author, 1t was thought neceffary to
attempt the gratification of that curio-

| A hity
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fity which naturally inquires, by what
peculianties of nature or fortune eminent
men have been diftinguithed, how un-
common attainments have been gained,
and what influence learning has had on
its pofleflors, or virtue on its teachers.

SIR Tuomas BrRowNE was born at
L.ondon,. in the parith of St. Michael n
Cheapfide, on the 19th of O¢tober,
vpcy. * His father wasa merchant of an
antient family at Upton in Chefhire. Of
the name or family of his mother, I
find no account, |

Or his childhood or youth, there is
little known ; except that he loft his fa-
ther very early ; that he was, according
to the common ® fate of orphans, de-
frauded by one of his guardians; and
that he was placed for his education at
the {chool of Winchefter.

Hi1s mother, having taken © three
thoufand pounds, as the third part of

e Life of Sir Tnomas BrownxE, prefixed to the an-
fiquities of Norwich. .
b Whitefoot’s charaéter of Sir THomas BrownNE 1n

2 ma.rginal note.
¢ Life of Sir Taomas BRowNE.

her
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her hufband’s property, left her fon, by
confequence, lix thoufand; a large for-
tune for a man deftined to learning, at
that time when commerce had not yet
filled the nation with nominal riches.
But 1t happened to him as to many
others, to be made poorer by opulence ;
for his mother foon married Sir THo-
mas DurTon, probably by the induce-
ment of her fortune; and he was left
to the rapacity of his guardian, depriv-
ed now of both his parents, and there-
fore helplefs and unplote&ed
Hr was removed in the beginning of
the year mpexxiir from Winchefter to
Oxford; ¢ and entered a gentleman-
commoner of Broadgate-Hall, which
was foon afterwards endowed, and took
the name of Pembroke-ColleO'e froin
the EARL or PEMBROKE then chancel-
lor of the Univerfity. He was admitted to
the degree of bachelor of arts, Januaty
31, MDCxxVI-viI; being, as WooD re-
marks, the firft man of eminence ora-
duated from the new college, to which
the zeal or gratitude of thofe that love
¢ Wood’s Athené Oxonienfes, |
3 2 it
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1t moft, can wifh little better, than that

1t may long proceed as it began.

Having afterwards taken his degree
of malter of arts, he turned his {tudies
to phyfick, ? and pradtifed it for fome
time In Oxfordthire; but {oon after-
wards, -either induced by curiofity, or
invited by promifes, he quitted his fet-
tlement, and accompanied his b father-
in-law, who had fome employment in
Ireland, 1n a vifitation of the forts and
caftles, which the ftate of Ircland then
made neceflary.

He that has once prevailed on” him-
felf to break his connexions of acquain-
tance, and begin a wandering life, very
eafily continues it. Ireland had, at that
time, very little to ofter to the obferva-
tion of a man of letters: he, there-
fore, paffed © mto IFrance and Italy;
made {fome {tay at Montpellier- and Pa-
dua, which were then the celebrated
{chools of phyfick ; and returning home
through Holland, procured himfelf to
be created Doctor of phyfick at Leyden,

a Woop, b Life of Sir THomas BRowxE.
¢ Ibid. |
WHEN



S TuoMas BRowNE. v

‘Wuen he began his travels, or when
' he concluded them, there is no certain
account; nor do there remain any ob-
fewatlons made by him in his paﬂage'
.tmough thofe countries which he vi-

fited. To confider, therefore, what
;P_l eafure or inftruction might have been
F’* received from the remarks of 2 man fo
curlous and diligent, would be volunta-
w uly to indulge a I)amful refleGtion, and
“ 1oad the1 lmao-matlon with a with, whlch
“while it is formed is known to be vain.
It is, however, to be lamented, that
thofe who are moft capable of improv-
ing mankind, very frequently negle& to
communicate their knowledge; either
becaufe 1t i1s more pleafing to gather
ideas than to mmpart them, or becaufe
to minds naturally great, few thingsap-
pear of {o much 1mportance as to deferve
the notice of the publick.

ABourt the year Mpcxxxrv, ¢ he 15
fuppofed to have returned to London;
and the next year to have written his ce-
lebrated treatife, called Rericio MEe-
pircr,  The Religion of a Phyfi-

¢ Biographia Britannica.

a ] “ cran,”
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‘¢ cian,” * which he declares himfelf ne-
ver to have intended for the prefs, hav-
ing compofed 1t only for his own exercife
and entertainment. It, indeed, contains
~many paflages, 'whlch, 1elatmg merely
to his own perfon, can be of no great
importance to the publick : but when it
was written, it happened to him as to
others, he was too much pleafed with
his performance, not to think that it
might pleafe others as much ; he, there-
fore, communicated 1t to hlS friends,
and recetving, 1 fuppofe, that exube-
rant applaufe with which every man re-
pays the grant of perufing a manufcript,
he was not very diligent to obftru&t his
own praife by recalling his papers, but
{uffered them to wander from hand to
hand, till at laft, without his own con-
{ent, they WEre In MDCXLII gIven to a-
prmtel

Tuis has, perhaps, {ometimes be-
fallen others; and this, T am willing to
believe, did really happen to Dr. BRowNE:
but there 15, furely, fome reafon to

a Letter to Sir KENELM DIGBY, prefixed to the Re-
haio Medici, folio edit,
doubt
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doubt the truth of the complaint fo fre-
quently made of furreptitious editions.
A fong, or an epigram, may be eafily
printed without the author’s know-
ledge ; becaufe it may be learned when
it Is repeated, or may be written out
with very little trouble : but a long trea-
tife, however elegant, 1s not often co-
pied by mere zeal or curlofity, but may
be worn out in paffing from hand to
hand, before 1t 1s multiplied by a
tranfcript. It 1s ealy to convey an im-
perfect book, by a diftant hand, to the
prefs, and plead the circulation of a
falfe copy as an excufe for publithing
the true, or to corre& what 1s found
faulty or offenfive, and charge the er-

rors on the tranfcriber’s depravations.
Turs is a {tratagem, by which an
author panting for fame, and yet afraid
of {eeming to challenge it, may at once
oratify his vanity, and preferve the ap-
pearance of modefty ; may enter the
lifts, and fecure a retreat: and this, can-
dour might fufter to pafs undeteCted as
an innocent fraud, but that indeed no
fraud 1s innocent; for the confidence
- a4 which
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‘which makes the happinefs. of fociety,
is in fome degree diminithed by every
man, whofe practice 1s at variance wiih
~his words. "

Tue Rericio Mepicr was no
{ooner publifhed than it excited the at-
tention of the publick, by the novelty
of paradoxes, the dignity of {entiment,
the quick fucceffion of 1mages, the mul-
titude of abftrufe allufions, the {ubtlety
of difquifition, and the ftrength of lan-
guage.

WeuAT 1s much read, will be much
criticitfed. The EarL oF DoRSET re-
commended this book to the perufal of
Sir KenerMm Dicsy, who returned
his judgment upon 1t, not in a letter,
but a book ; 1t which, though mingled
with fome pofitions fabulous and uncer-
tain, there are acute remarks, juft cen-
fures, and profound fpeculations, yet its
principal claim to admiration 1s, that 2 it
was written 1n twenty-four hours, of
which part was {pent in procuring
BrownNE’s book, and part i reading it.

* Digpy’s letter to Browxg, prefixed to the Religio
Medicl, folio edit.
OF
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O r thefe animadverfions, when they
were yet not all printed, either officioufnefs
or malice informed Dr, BrownEe; who
wrote to Sir K e N LM with much {oft-
nefs and ceremony, declaring the unwor-
thinefs of his work to engage fuch no-
tice, the Intended privacy of the com-
pofition, and the corruptions of the im-
preflion ; and received an anfwer equal-
ly gentle and refpetful, containing high
commendations of the piece, pompous
profeffions of reverence, meek acknow-
ledgments of inability, and anxious a-
pologies for the haftinefs of his re-
marks.

Tue reciprocal civility of authors 1s
one of the moit rifible {cenes in the
farce of life. Who would not have
thought, that thefe two luminaries of
their age had ceafed to endeavour to
grow bright by the obfcuration of cach
other: vyet the animadverfions thus
weak, thus precipitate, upon a book
thus injured in the tranfcription, quickly
pafled the prefs; and Rericio Mepicr
was more accurately publithed, with an
admonition prefixed “ to thofe who have

4 Ol'
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¢ or fhall perufe the obferyations upon
““a former corrupt copy;” in which
there is a {evere cenfure, not upon
D168y, who was to be ufed with ce-
remony, but upon the Obfervator who
had ufurped his name : nor was this in-
vective written by Dr. BrRownE, who
was {uppofed to be fatisfied with his op-
ponent’s apology ; but by fome officious
friend zealous for his honour, without
his confent.

BrownE has, indeed, in his own pre-
face, endeavoured to fecure himfelf
from rigorous examination, by alleging,
that ¢ many things are delivered rheto-
““ rically, many expreflions merely tro-
“ pical, and therefore many things to
““ be taken 1n a foft and flexible fenfe,
‘““ and not to be called unto the rigid
“ teft of reafon.” The firft glance up-
on his book will indeed difcover exam-
ples of this liberty of thought and ex-
preflion: ¢ I could be content (fays he)
‘“ to be nothing almoft to eternity, if 1
““ might enjoy my Saviour at the laft.”
He has little acquaintance with the a-
cutenefs of BROWNE who {ufpe¢ts him

of
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of a ferious opinion, that any thing can
be ¢ almoft eternal,” or that any time
beginning and ending 1s not fnitely
lefs than infinite duration.

I n this book, he {peaks much, and,
in the opinion of D16BY, too much of
himfelf; but with fuch generality and
concifenefs as affords very little light to
his biographer: he declares, that, be-
fides the dialelts of different provinges,
he underftood fix languages; that he
was no ftranger to aftrcnomy ; and that
he had feen feveral countries : but what
moft awakens curiofity, 1s his folemn
aflertion, that ¢ His life has been a mi-
““ racle of thirty years; which to relate,
““ were not hiftory but a piece of poe-
““ try, and would found like a fable.”

Turere is, undoubtedly, a fenfe, in
which all life 1s miraculous ; as it is an
union of powers of which we can image
no connexion, a fucceffion of motions
of which the firft canfe muft be fuper-
natural : but life, thus explained, what-
ever it may have of miracle, will have
nothing of fable; and, therefore, the
author undoubtedly had regard to fome-

| thing,
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thing, by which he imagined himfelf
diftinguithed from the reft of mankind.
- Gr thefe wonders, however, the view

that can be now taken of his life of-
fers no appearance. The courfe of his
education was like that of others, fuch
as put him little In the way of ex-
traordinary cafualties. A {cholafhick and
academical life 1s very uniform; and
has, indeed, more fafety than pleafure
A tlave;lei has greater opportunities of
adventure ; but BrRownN E traverfed no
unknown feas, or Arabiar. defarts: and,
{furely, a man may vifit France and
Italv, refide at Montpeliter and Paaua,
and at laft take his degiee at Leyden,
without any thing miraculous. What
it was, that would, if it was related,
found fo ypoetical and fabulous, we are
left to guels; 1 believe, without hope of
guefiing rightly.  The wonders proba-
bly were tranfacted in his own mind :
{elf-love, co-operating with an imagina-
tion vigorous and fertile as ‘that of
Brown g, will find or make objeéts of
aﬂomﬂlment In every man’s life : and,
perhaps, there 15 no human being, how-
ever
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ever hid in the crowd from the obferva-
tion of his fellow-mortals, who, if he
has leifure and difpofition to recolle his
own thoughts and actions, will not con-
clude his life in fome fort a miracle,
and imagine himfelf diftinguithed from
all the reft of his fpecies by many difcri-
minations of nature or of fortune.

T n E {uccefs of this performance was
fuch, as might naturally encourage the
author to new undertakings, A gentle-
man of Cambridge, * whole name was
MERRYWEATHER, turned it not ine-
legantly into Latin; and from his ver-
fion 1t was again tranﬂatcd into Italian,
German, Dutch, and French; and at
Strafburo the Latin tranflation was pub-
lithed with large notes, by Lenuus
Nicolaus Moltfarius. Of the Englifh an-
notations, which in all the editions from
MDpCxLIV accompany the book, the au-
thor 1s unknown.

Or MERRYWEATHER, to wholfe
zeal BrownNE was {o much indebted
for the {fudden extenfion of his renown,
I know nothing, but that he publithed

2 Life of Sir THOMAS BROWNE.

2
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a {mall treatiie for the mftru&tion of
young perfons in the attainment of
a Latin fiille. He printed his tranfla-
tion in Holland with fome difficulty *
The firft printer to whom he offered it,
carried 1t to SarLmAsius, ¢ who laid it
““ by (fays he) 1n itate for three months,”
and then difcouraged its publication: 1i:
was afterwards rejected by two other
printers, and at laft was received by
Hackius.

TrE peculiarities of this book raifed
the author, as is ufual, many admirers
and many enemies; but we know not
of more than one profefled anfwer,
written under bthe title of ¢ Medicus
““ medicatus,” by ALEXANDER Ross,
which was unwerfa ly negleted by thc
world.

AT the time when this book was

publifhed, Dr. BrRownNE refided at Nor-
/ wich, where he had fettled in MpcxxX VI,
by ¢ the perfuafion of Dr. LusuingTon

a MERRYWEATHERS letter, inferted in the life of

Sir TuoMas BROWNGE.
b T.ife of Sir THomas BrowNe,

¢ Woop's Athenz Oxonienfes.

his
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his tutor, who was then reGor of Barn-
ham Weltgate in the neighbourhood.
It is recorded by Woob, that his prac-
tice was very extenfive, and that many
patients reforted to him, In Mbexxxvis
¢ he was incorporated Doctor of phyfick
in Oxford.

H e married in Mpexr1 © Mrs. MiLE-
HAM, of a good family in Norfolk ; «a
« lady (fays WHiTEFOOT ) of fuch
‘“ {ymmetrical proportion to her worthy
“ hufband, both in the graces of her
““ body and mind, that they feemed to
““ come together by a kind of natural
““ magnetiim.”

Tu1s marriage could not but draw
the raillery of contemporary wits £ upon
a man, who had juft been withing in his
new book, ¢ that we might procreate,
“ like trees, without conjunction;” and
had ¢ lately declared, that ¢ the whole
“ world was made for man, but only
““ the twelfth part of man for woman;”
and, that “ man is the whole world,

d Woon. ¢ WHITEFOOT.
f HowkL's letters. g RELicio MEeDpicr.

but
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¢ but woman only the rib or crooked
““ part of man.

Wueruer the lady had been yet
informed of thefe contemptuous pofi-
tions, or whether the was pleafed with
the conqueft of {fo formidable a rebel,
and confidered it as 2 double triumph,
to attralt {o much merit, and overcome
{o powerful prejudices; or whether,
like moft others, fhe married upon
mingled motives, between convenience
and mclmatlon, {he had, however, no
reafon to repent: for fhe lived happily
with him one and forty years ; and bore
him ten children, of whom one {on and
threec daughters outlived- their parents:
(he f{urvived him two years, and pafled
her widowhood 1n plenty, if not in opu-
lence. |

BrownEe having now entered the
world as an aquthor, and experienced the
delights of praife and moleftations of
cenfure, probably found his dread of the
publick eye diminifhed ; and, therefore,
was not long before he trufted his

name to the crltlcks a {fecond time: for
n
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- in MpcxLvI * he printed ENQUIRIES IN-
'TO VULGAR AND COMMON ERRORS ;
a work, which as i1t arofe not from
fancy and mvention, but from obferva-
tion and books, and contained not a
fingle difcourfe of one continued tenor,
of which the latter part rofe from the
former, but an enumeration of many
unconnected particulars, muft have been
the colleCtion of years, and the effe&:
of a defign early formed and long perfu-
ed, to which his remarks had been con-
tinually referred, and which arofe gra-
dually to its prefent bulk by the daily
agoregation of new particles of know-
ledge. It is, indeed, to be wifhed, that
he had longer delayed the publication,
and added what the remaining part of
his life might have furnithed: the
thirty-fix years which he {pent after-
wards in f{tudy and experience, would
doubtlefs have made large additions
to an ° Enquiry into vulgar errors,” He
publithed 1n mpcrxxiir the fixth edi-
tlon, with {ome Improvements; but

» T.ife of Sir THomas BROWNE,

b | I
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Ithink rather with explications of what he
had already written, than any new heads
of difquifition, But with the work, fuch
as the author, whether hindered from
continuing 1t by eagernefs of praife; or
wearinefs of labour, thought fit to give,
we muit be content; and remember,
that in all {ublunary things, there is
fomething to be withed, which we muft
with 1n vain.

Tui1s book, like his former, was re-
ceived with great applanfe, was an-
fwered by ALEXANDER Ross, and trani-
lated into Dutch and German, and not
many years ago into French. It might
now be proper, had not the favour with
which 1t was at firft received filled the
kingdom with copies, to reprint 1t with
notes partly {fupplemental and partly
emendatory, to fubjoin thofe dilcoveries

which the induftry of the laft -age has
made, and corre&t thofe miftakes which

the author has committed not by idle-
nefs or negligence, but for want of
Bovrr’s and NgwTon’s philofophy.

H e appears, Indeed, to have been

willing to pay labour for truth, Having
heard
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1 heard a flying rumour of {ympathetick
" needles, by which, faipended over a
- circular alphabeét, diftant friends or lov-
- ers might correfpond, he procured two

- fuch alpnabets to be made, touched his

| needles with the fame magnet, and

placed them tupon proper fpindles: the
- refult was, that when he moved one
of his needles, the other, inftead of ta-

f king by {ympathy the iame direction,
"« ftood like the pillars of Hercules. ”
. That it continued motionlefs, will be ea-

fily believed ; and mott men would have

bCLH content to beljeve it without the

Jabour of fo hopelefs an experiment.
' BROwNE mwht himielf have obtained

the fame conw&lon by a method lefs
0pf=10fe, f he had thruft his needles
thmugh cmks and then {et them afloat
1n two bafons of water.
NoTwiTHSTANDING his zeal to de-
tett old errors, he feems not very eafy
to admit new pofitions; for he never
mentions the motion of the earth but
with contempt and ridicule, though the
opmnion, which admits 1t, was then
crowing popular, and was, {urcly, plau-

b 2 fible,

i
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fible, even before 1t was confirmed by
later oblervations.

Tur reputation of BRoOwNE encou-
raved fome low writer to publifh, under
his name, a book cailed 2 *¢ Nature’s ca-
« binet unlocked,” tranflated, accord-
g to Wdop, from the phyficks of
Macirus: of which BrowNE took
care to clear himlelf, by modefltly ad-
vertifing, that “1f any man ®had been
 benehited by 1t, he was not {o ambi-
““ tious as to challenge the honour
¢ thereof, as havihg no hand in that
¢« work.”

In mpcrvinn the difcovery of fome
antient urns in Norfolk gave him occa-
fion to write Hypriorarura, Ugrn-
BURIAL, OR A DISCOURSE OF SEPUL-
CHRAL URNS, in which he treats with
his ufual learning on the-funeral rite:
of the antient nations; exhibits they
various treatment of the dead ; and ex-
anunes the {fubftances tound in his Nor-
folcian urns. There 1s, perhaps none
of his works which bettel exemplifies

3 Wur.m, and Life of Tiiomas BRowxsE, .
b At the ¢nd of Hydriotaphia. ;
I'Jii
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“his reading or memory. It is {carcely
to be imagined, how many particulars
“he has amafied together, in a treatife
which feems to have been occafionally
written 3 and for which, thereiore, no
-materials could have been previoudly col-
lelted. It is, indeed, like other trea-
‘tifes of antiquity, rather for curiofity
‘than ufe; for it 1s of fmail 1mportance
“to know which nation buried their dead
‘in the ground, which threw them into
‘the fea, or which gave them to birds and
‘beafts ; when the practice of cremation
‘began, or when it was difufed ; whe-
ther the bones of different perfons were
mingled m the fame urn; what obla-
tions were thrown into the pyre; or
now the athes of the body were diftin-
guifhed from thofe of other {ubftances.
Of the ufelelnefs of all thefe enquiries,
BrownEe feems not.to have been igno-
norant ; and, therefore, concludes them
with an obfervation which can never be
too frequently recollected.
““ ArLr or moft apprehenfions refted
in opinions of fome future being,
“ which ignorantly or coldly believed,
b 3 “ begat

¢(
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begat thofe perverted conceptions,
ceremonies, fayings, which chriftians
pity or laugh at. Happy are they,
which live not in that difadvantage
of time, when men could fay little
for futurity, but from reafon; where-
by the nobleft mind fell often upon
doubtful deaths, and melancholy dif-
folutions : with thefe hopes Socra-
TES warmed his doubtful {prrits, a-
gainft the cold potion; and Caro,
before he durft give the fatal {troke,
{fpent part of the night in reading
the Immortality of PraTo, thereby
confirming his wavering hand unto
the animofity of that attempt.
“ It is the heavieft ftone that me-
lancholy can throw at man, to tell
him he 1s at the end of his nature ;
or that there 1s no further ftate to
come, unto which this feems pro-
grefiional, and otherwife made in
vain : without this accomplifhment,
the natural expectation and defire of
fuch a ftate, were but a fallacy in na-
ture ; unfatisfied confiderators would
quarrel the juftice of their conftitu-
‘“ tion,
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« tion, and reft content that Apam
«« had fallen lower, whereby, by know-
““ ing no other original, and deeper ig-
“ norance of themielves, they might
“ have enjoyed the happinefs of infe-
“ rior creatures, who in tranquillity
“ poflefs their conftitutions, as having
““ not the apprehenfion to deplore their
“ own natures; and being framed be-
““ Jow the circumference of thefe hopes
““ or cognition of better things, the
«“ wifdom of Gop hath necefiitated
“ their contentment.  But the {uperior
“ ingredient and obfcured part of our-
‘“ felves, whereto all prefent felicities
‘“ afford no refting contentment, will
«“ be able at laft to tell Us WE are more
““ than our prefent {etves ; and cevacuate
““ fuch hopes in the fruition of their
““ own accomplithments.”

To his treatife on URNBURIAL was
added THE GARDEN oF CYRUS, OR THE
QUINCUNXIAL LOZENGE, OR NETWORK
PLANTATION OF THE ANTIENTS, AR~
TIFICIALLY, NATURALLY, MYSTICAL-
Ly coNsIDERED, This dilcourfe he

begins with the SAcrED GARDEN, in
b 4 which
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which the firft man was placed; and
deduces the practice of horticuliure
from the earlieft accounts of antiquity
to the time of the Perfian CyRrus,
the firft man whom we actually know
to have planted a Quincunx; which,
however, our author 1s inclined to be-
lieve of longer date, and not only dif-
covers it 1n the defcription of the hang-
ing gardens of Babylon, but {feems wil-
ling to believe, and to perfuade his rea-
der, that it was practifed by the feeders
on vegetables before the flood.

SomE of the moft pleafing perform-
ances have been produced by learning
and gentus exercifed upon fubjeéts of
hittle importance. It {eems to have been,
in all ages, the pride of wit, to thew how
it could exalt the low, and amplify the
hittle. "T'o {peak not inadequately of things
veally and naturally great, is- a tatk
not only difficult but difagreeable ; be-
caufe the writer 1s degraded 1 his own
eyes by {tanding in comparifon with his
fubject, to which he can hope to add
nothing from his imagination: but it 1s a
perpetu triumph of ﬂmcy to expand a

{canty




. = s o Seloage, T gl

Sir THOMAS BROWNE. XXV

{canty theme, to raile glittering ideas

from obicure properties, and to produce
to the world ‘an object of wonder to
which nature had contributed little.
To this ambition, perhaps, we owe the
I‘'rogs of Homer, the Gnat and the Bees
ot Virkgrr, the Butterfly of SPENSER,
the Shadow of Wowgrus, and the
aincunx of BROWNE.
in the profecution of this {port of
fancy, he confiders every production of
art and nature, 1 which he could find
any decuflation or approaches to the
form of a Quincunx ; and as a man once
refolved upon 1deal difcovertes, feldom
fearches long in vain, he finds his favourite
figure 1n almoft every thing, whether
natural or 1nvented, antient or modern,
rude or artificial, facred and civil; fo
that a reader, not watchful againit the
power of his infufions, would 1magine
that decuffation was the goreat bufi-
nels of the world, and that nature and
art had no other purpofe than to exem-

plify and imitate a Quincunx,
To thew the excellence of thiz fi-
gure, he enumerates all 1ts properties ;
and
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and finds 1n 1t almoft every thing of ule
or pleafure: and to fhew how readily
he fupplies what he cannot find, one
inftance may be fufficient; ¢ though
““ therein (fays he) we meet not with
“ right angles, yet every rhombus con-
“ taining four angles equal unto two
 right, it virtually contains two right
““ in every one.”

Tuze fanciful {ports of great minds
are never without fome advantage to
knowledge. BrownNE has interfperfed
many curious obfervations on the form
of plants, and the laws of vegetation ;
and appears to have been a very accu-
rate obferver of the modes of germi-
nation, and to have watched with great
nicety the evolution of. the parts of
plants from their feminal principles.

He 1s then naturally led to treat of
the number five; and finds, that by
this number many things are circum-
{cribed ; that there are five kinds of ve-
getable productions, five fetions of a
cone, five orders of architeGure, and five
a&s of a play. And obferving that five was
the antient conjugal or wedding number,

he
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- he proceeds to a {peculation which I
" fhall give in his own words; « The
-« gntient numeri{ts made out the con-
N1 jugal number by two and three, the
-« firft parity and mmparity, the active
« and paflive digits, the material and
« formal principles in generative {ocie-
“ ties,”

Turse are all the tra&s which he
publifned : but many papers were found
in his clofet, “ Some of them, (fays
“ WurrzerooT) defigned for the prefs,
«« were often tranfcribed and corre&ed
““ by his own hand, after the fathion of
“ great and curious writers.”

Or thefe, two colle€tions have been
publithed ; one by Dr. Texnison, the
other in Mpcexx11 by a namelef(s editor.
Whether the one or the other {eleGed
thofe pieces which the author would
have preferred, cannot now be known :
but they have both the merit of giving
to mankind what was too valuable to be
fupprefled ; and what might, without
their interpofition, have, perhaps, perith-
ed among other ihnumerable labours of
learned men, or have been burnt 1 a-

{carcity
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fcarcity of fuel like the papers of
Peleﬂuua.

Tur firflt of thefe pofthumous trea-
tifes contatns ¢ Oblervations upon {eve-
““ ral plants mentioned in Suiptum
Thefe remarks, though they do not
immediately either rectify the faith, or
refine the morals of the reader, yet are
bv no means to be ceniured as fuperflu-
ous niceties or ufelels {peculations; for
they often fhew fome propriety of de-
{cription, or elegance of allufion, utterly
undifcoverable to readers not {killed in
oriental botany ; and are often of more
mmportant ufe, as they remove fome dif-
ﬁt..uhy from narratives, or fome obicurity
from precepts.

THE next 15 ¢ Of garlands, or cc-
““ ronary and garland plants;” a fubjet
merely of lsarned curlofity, without
any cther end than the pleafure of re-
fleting on antient cuftoms, or on the
induftiy with which ftudious men have
endeavoured to recover them.

- Tue next s a letter, < on the fifhes
““ eaten by our Savrour with his dif-
“ ciples, after his refurrection from the

d 1

“«« cdead s
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<« dead;” which contains no determi-
nate refolution of the queftion, what
they were, for-indeed it cannot be de-
termined.  All the mformation that di-
ligence or learning could fupply, con-
fifts in an enumeration of the fifhes pro-
duced. in the waters of Judea.

TrEN follow ¢ Anfwers to certain

“ queries about fithes, birds, and in-
“ fects;” and ¢ A letter of hawks and

‘¢ f‘l]COl]lV antient and modern:”’ In
the firt of which he sives the proper
interpietation of {ome antient names of
animals, commonly miftaken; and n
the other has fome curious obiervations
on the art of hawking, which he con-
fiders as a practice unknown to the an-
tients. 1 believe all our fports of the
ficld are of Gothick original; the an-
tients neither hunted by the {cent, nor
feem much to have practifed horfeman-
fhip as an exerci{fe; and though, in
their works, there 1s mention of ¢ au-
“ cupium” and “ pifcatio,” they {feem
no more to have been confidered as di-
verfions, than agriculture or any other
manual labour.

IxN



XXY The Lirr of

In two more letters he {peaks of
“ the cymbals of the Hebrews,” but
without any fatisfactory determination ;
and of ¢ repalick or gradual verfes,”
that s, of verfes beginning with a word
of one f{yllable, and proceeding by
words of which each has a {yllable more
than the former; as,

““ O Deus, ®terna {tation:s conciliator.

AUsONIUS.

and, after his manner, purfuing the hint,
he mentions many othel reftrained me-
thods of verfitying, to which induftri-
ous ignorance ias fometimes voluntarily
{ubjedted itfelf.

His next attempt 15 © On languages,
““ and particularly the Saxon tongue.”
He diicourfes with great learning, and
generally with great juftnefs, of the de-
rivation and changes of languages; but,
like other men of multifarious learning,
he receives fome notions without exami-
nation. Thus he obferves, according
to the popular opinion, that the Spa-
niards have retained {o much Latin, as
to be able to compofe {fentences that

{hall be at once qulilatically Latin and
Cafulian ¢
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. Caftilian: this will appear very unlikely
' to 2 man that confiders the Spanifh ter-
- minations ; and-HoweLr, who was emi-

nently skilful in the three provincial lan-

guages, declares, that after many eflays

'~ he never could effet it.

Tur principal defign of this letter,

- is to fhew the afiinity between the mo-
- dern Englith and the antient Saxon ; and
-~ he obferves, very rightly, that ¢ though
~“ we have borrowed many fubftantives,

< adjeCtives, and fome verbs, from the
¢ French;. yet the great body of nu-

“ merals, auxiliary verbs, articles, pro-
“ nouns, adverbs, comjunétions, and
« prepofitions, which are the diftin-
““ guithing and lafting patts of a lan-
“ guage, remain with us from the
¢ Saxon.”

To prove this pofition more evident-
ly, he has drawn up a thort difcourfe of
fix paragraphs, 1in Saxon and Englith ;
of which every word 1s the {fame 1n both
languages, excepting the terminaiions
and orthography. The words are, In-
deed, Saxon, but the phrafeology is
Englith ; and, I think, would not have

been
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been underftood by Bepe or Zrrric,
notwithftanding the confidence of our
author. He has, however, {ufficiently
proved his pofition, that the Englith re-
{fembles its parental language, more than
any modern European dialect.

TurrE remain five tracs of this col-
leGtion yet unmentioned ; one ““ Of ar-
« tificial hills, mounts, or burrows, 1n
“ England;” in reply to an interrogato-
ry letter of E.D. whom the writers of
JJOGRAPHIA BRITANNICA fuppole to
be, if rightly printed, W. D. or Sir
WiLLIAM DUGDALE, one of BROWNE'S
correfpondents.  Thele are declared by
Browng, in concutrence; I think, with
all other antiquarians, to be for the moft
part funeral monuments. He proves,
that both the Danes and Saxons -buried
their men of eminence under piles of
earth, ¢ which admitting ({ays he) nei-
« ther ornament, epitaph, nor nfcrip-
“ tion, may, if earthquakes fpare them,
« outlaft other monuments: obelifks
“ have their term, and pyramids will
‘“ tumble; but thefe mountainous mo-

“ numents may ftand, and are like
44 to
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¢ to Rave the fame pertod with the
“ earth.” |

In the next, he anfwers two geo-
graphical queftions; one concerning
Troas, mentioned in the Acts and Epi-
ftles of St. PauL, which he determines
to be the city built near the antient
Ilium ; and the other concerning the
dead fea, of which he gives the fame
account with other writers.

ANoTHER letter treats < Of the an-
““ {wers of the oracle of Apollo at Del-
“ phos, to Creefus king of Lydia.,” In
this tract nothing deferves notice, more
than that BRowNE confiders the oracles
as evidently and indubitably fupernatural,
and founds all his difquifition upon that
poftulate. He wonders why the phyfio-
logifts of old, having fuch means of in-
ftru@ion, did not inquire into the fe-
crets ¢f nature: but judicioully con-
cludes, that fuch queitions would pro-
bably have been vain ; ¢ for, in matters
““ cognofcible, and formed for our dif-
‘“ quifition, our induftry muilt be our
“ oracle, and reafon our Apollo.”

C Tuc
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Tur pieces that remain are, A pro
“ phecy concerning the future ftate of
¢« {everal nations;” in which BrRowNE
plainly difcovers his expeCtation to be
the fame with that entertained lately
with more confidence by Dr, BErkLEY,
<« that America will be the feat of the
““ fifth empire:” and ¢ Mufeum clau-
 {fum, five Bibliotheca abfcondita;”
in which the author amufes himfelf
with imagining the exiftence of books
and CUI‘lOﬁtIGS “either never in being, or
irrecover 1bly loﬂ:

THESE pleces I have recounted as
they are ranged in TENNIsON’s collec-
tion, becaufe the editor has given no ac-
count of the time at which any of them
were written,  Some of them are of
little value, more than as they gratify!
the mind with the piCture of a great
{cholar, turning his learning into. amufe-f
ment ; or ﬂ]CW, upon how greatavauety ’
of enquirtes the fame mind has been
{uccefsfully employed.

Tuze other collection of his pofthu-
mous pieces, publithed in otavo, Lon-
don Mpccxx1i, contains ¢ Reperto-

| o rium ;
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- & rjum; or fome account of the tombs
- < and monuments In the cathedral of
.« Norwich;” where, as TENNISON 0b-
. ferves, there is not matter proportionate
" to the fkill of the Antiquary.
' Tur other pieces are, * Anfwers to
-« Sir WiLL1aM DUGDALE's enquiries
~« about the fens; - A letter concerning
«« Treland; Another relating to urns
¢ newly difcovered ; Some thort flric-
~« tures on different {ubjes;” and « A
-« letter to a friend on the death of his
< intimate friend,” publithed finelv by
the author’s fon in Mbcxc.
 Twuere 1s inferted, 1n the Brogra-
puIA BRITANNICA, ¢ A letter con-
-« taining inftructions for the ftudy of
<« phyfick;” which, with the Essavs
here offered to the public, completes the
‘works of Dr. BRowNE.
" To the life of this learned man, there
remains little to be added, but that in
‘mpcrxv he was chofen honorary fellow
of the college of phylicians, as a man,
‘« Virtute et literis ornatuflimus, — emi-
“ nently embellithed with literature and
“ virtue ;” and, in MDCLXXI, recelved,
C 2 at
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at Norwich, the honour of knighthood
from CuarLEs 1I; a prince, who with
many frailties and vices, had yet fkill to
difcover excellence, and virtue to re-
ward it, with {uch honorary diftinétions
at leaft as coft him nothing, yet con-
ferred by a king fo judicious and fo
much beloved, had the power of giving
merit new luftre and greater popularity.
Tuus he lived 1n high reputation;
till in his feventy-fixth year he was feiz-
cd with a colick, which, after having
tortured him about a week, put an end
to his life at Norwich, on his birthday,
O&ober 19, MDCLXxXIL @ Some of his
laft words were expreflions of {ubmiffion:

to the will of G O D, and fearlefnefs of

death.

I{1x lies buried in the church of St.
Peter, Mancroft, 1n Norwich, with this
infcription on a mural monument,-placed
on the fouth pillar of the altar :

+ DrownNE’'s Remains. WHITEFOOTS

M. S.
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M. S.
Hic fitus et THOMAS BROWNEL, M. D.
- Et Miles.
Ao 1605. Londini natus
(Generofa Familia apud Upton
In agro Ceftrienfi oriundus.
Schold primum Wintonienf, poftea

In Coll. Pemtr.

Apud Oxonienfes bonis literis
Haud leviter imbutus
In urbe hac Nordovicendt medicinam
Arte egregia, & felici fuccellu profeflus,
Scriptis quibus tituli, RELiGI0o MEDICT
Et Pseubpopox1ia ErinemrIca aliifque
Per Orbem notiflimus.
Vir Prudentiffimus, Integerrimus, Doctiffimus;
Obiit Oétobr. 19. 1682.
Pie pofuit mzftiffima Conjux
Da, Doreth. br.

I:_

Near the Foot of this Pillar
Lies Sir Thomas Browne, Kt.and Doctorin Phyfick,

Author of Religio Medici, and other Learned Books,
Who prac&ic’d Phyfick in this City 46 Years,
And died Od&r, 1682, in the 77 Year of lus Age.

In Memory of whom
Dame Dorotty Broavne, who had bin his AffeGtionate Wife

47 Years, caufed this Monument to be Ereted.

" BE-
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Besipes his lady, who died
MpcLxxxVv, he left a fon and three
daughters. Of the daughters nothing
very remarkable 1s known ; but his fon,
EpwArD BrRowNE, requires a particu-
lar mention.

H & was born about the year MpcxLIT;
and after having pafled through the clai-
fes of the {chool at Norwich, became
bachelor of phyfick at Cambridge; and
afterwards removing to Merton-College
in Oxford, was admitted there to the
fame degree, and afterwards made a
doGor. In mpcrxviir he vifited part
of Germany; and in the year followng
made a wider excurfion into Auftria,
Hungary, and Theflaly; where the
Turkith Sultan then kept his court at
Larifla.  He afterwards pafled through
italy. His fkill n natural hiftory made
him particularly attentive to mines and
metallorgy.  Upon his return he pub-
lithed an account of the countries thro
which- he had pafled; which I have
heard commended by a learned travel-
ler, who has vifited many places after
him, as written with ferupulous and

exact
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~exalt veracity, f{uch as 1s {carcely to be
~found In any other book of the fame
- kind. But whatever it may contribute
- to the inftruétion of a naturalit, I can-

not recommend it as likely to give much

- pleafure to common readers: for whe-

ther it be, that the world 1s very unt-
form, and therefore he who 1s refolved

~ to adhere to truth, will have few novel-
ties to relate; or that Dr, BRowNE was,
by the train of his ftudies, led to en-
'~ quire ' moft after thofe things, by which
- the greateft part of mankind is little af-

feded a great part of his book feems

- to contain very unimportant accounts of

his paflage from one place where he faw
little, to another where he faw no
mMore.

.Uron his return, he pra&ifed phy-
fick in London; was made phyfician
firft to CuarrLEes II, and afterwards
n Mpcrxxxir to St. Bartholomew's
hofpital,  About the fame time he join-
ed his name to thofe of many other
eminent men, 1n < A tranflation of Plu-
“ tarch’s lives.,” He was firlt cenfor,
then elect, and treafurer of the college

C 4 of
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of phyficians ; of which in Mpccv he
was chofen prefident, and held his of-
fice, tll in Mmpceviir he died 1n a de-
gree of eftimation {fuitable to a man
fo varloufly accomplithed, that King
CHaRrLESs had honoured him with this
panegyrick, that ¢ He was as learned
‘“ as any of the college, and as well-
““ bred as any of the court.”

Or every great and eminent charac-
ter, part breaks forth into publick view,
and part lies hid i domeftick privacy,
Thofe qualities which have been exert-
ed in any known and lafting perform-
ances, may, at any diftance of time, be
traced and: eftimated ; but filent excel-—
iencies are foon forgotten; and thofe
minute peculiarities which difcriminate
cvery man from all others, if they are
not recorded by thofe whom perfonal
lknowledge enabled to obferve them, are
111ec0velably loft. This mutilation of
charalter muft have happened, among
many others, to Sir THOMAS BROWNE,
had it not been delineated by his friend

Mr WHITEEFOOT, who ¢ eftecmed 1t
¢C
an

L
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< ap efpecml favour of PROVIDENCE
< to have had a particular '1cqua1ntzmce

« with him for two thirds of his life.”

Part of his obfervations I fhall, thele-

fore, copy.

-« For a charalter of his perfon, his
-« complexion and hair was anfwerable
¢ to his name; his ftature was mode-
¢ rate, and habit of body neither fat
< nor lean, but gvgape@e.
¢« I~ his habit of clothing, he had
< an averfion. to all finery, and affeCted
¢ plainnefs, both in.the fathion and
<« ornaments. He ever wore a cloke, or
“ boots, when few others did. He
“ kept himfelf always very warm, and
“ thought it moft fafe {o to do, though
“ he never loaded himielf with fuch a
‘“ multitude of garments, as Suetonius
“ reports of AuGusTUS, enough to
‘¢ clotheaf:rood family,
¢ Tur horizon of his undelﬁandmo-
“ was much larger than the hemifphere
“ of the world: All that was vifible m
“ the heavens he comprehended f{o
“ well, that few that are under them
““ Knew

-
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knew fo much: He could teli the
number of the vifible ftars in his ho-
rizon, and call them all by therr
names that had any ; and of the earth
he had {uch a minute and exact geo-
graphical knowledge, as if he had
been by DiviNne PROVIDENCE oi-
dained furveyor-general of the whole
terreftrial orb, and its produdts, mine-
rals, plants, and animals. He was {o
curious a botanift, that befides the
fpecifical diftinions, he m-de nice
and elaborate obfervations, equally |
ufeful as entertaining. '
““ His memory, though not fo emi- |
nent as that of SENECA or ScAii-|
GER, was capacious and fenaclous, |
infomuch as he remembred all that |
was remarkable in any book that he |
had read ; and not only knew all per-
fons again that he had ever feen at§
any diftance of time, but remem- |
bred the circumftances of their bodies, §
and their particular difcourfes and |

* {peeches.

“ In the latin poets he remembred |
every thing that was acute and pun- §
‘ooent; k
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gent 5 he had read moft of the hifto-
rians, antient and modern, wherein
his obfervations were fingular, not
taken notice of by common readers;
he was excellent company when he
was at leifure, and exprefled more
light than heat 1n the temper of his
brain.

“ Hr had no defpotical power over
his aftections and paflions, (that was
a privilege of original perfection, for-
feited by the negle@ of the ule of
it;) but as large a political power

‘ over them, as any Stoick, or man of

his time, whereof he gave {o great
experiment, that he hath very rarely
been known to have been overcome
with any of them. The ftrongeft that
were found in him, both of the iraf-
cible and concupifcible, were under
the controul of his reafon. Of ad-
miration, which 1s one of them, be-
g the only product, either of 1gno-
rance, or uncommon knowledge, he
had more, and lefs, than other men,
upon the {ame account of his know-

ing more than others ; fo that tho’
(C hC
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< he met with many rarities, he admis
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red them not {o much as others do.
““ He was never feen to be tranf-
ported with mirth, or dejected with
{fadnefs ; always chearful, but rarely
merry, at any {enfible rate; feldom
heard to break a jeft; and when he
did, he would be apt to blufh at the
levity of it: his gravity was natural
without affe&ation,

‘““ His modefty was vifible mn a na-
tural habitual blufh, which was in
creafed upon the leaft occafion, and

-oft difcovered without any obfervable

caule.
«« Tury that knew no more of him

than by the brifknefs of his writings,
found themfelves deceived in their |
expectation, when they came 1 his |
company, noting the gravity and {o- |
briety of his afpet and converfation ; |
{o free from loquacity, or much talka- |
tivenefs, that he was fomething diffi- |
cult to be engaged 1n any difcourfe ; |
though when he was {o, 1t was al- |
ways f; fnguhr and never trite or vul- |

oar. Parfimonious in nothing but his

Bt time, §
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time, whereof he made as much
improvement, with as little lofs as
any man in it : when he had any te
{pare from his drudging practice, he
was {carce patient of any diverfion
from his ftudy ; f{o impatient of {loth
and idlenefs, that he would fay, he
could not do nothing.

«« Sir Tuomas underftood moft of
the European languages ; viz. all that
are In HuTTeRr’s bible, which he
made ufe of. The Latin and Greek
he underftood critically ; the Oriental
languages, which never were verna-
cular 1n this part of the world, he
thought the ufe of them would net
an{wer the time and pains of learn-
ing them ; yet had fo great a vene-
ration for the matrix of them, viz.
the Hebrew, confecrated to the Cra-
cles of God, that he was not con-
tent to be totally ignorant of it ; tho
very little of his {cience 15 to be
found in any books of that primitive
language.  And tho” much 1s faid to
be written in the derivative idioms of

“ that tongue, efpecially the Arabick,

3 o,
yet
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 yet he was fatisfied with the tranfla-
“ tions, wherein he found nothing ad-
¢ mirable.

¢ In his religion he continued in
“ the fame mind which he had declared
« in his firft book, written when he
““ was but thirty years old, his RELI-
““ gro Mepici, wherein he fully af-
¢ fented to that of the church of Eng-
“ land, preferring it before any in the
¢ world, as did the learned GroTrus.
‘“ He attended the publick fervice very
““ conftantly, when he was not with- |
“ held by his practice. Never mified |
“ the facrament in his parith, if he]
‘“ were in town. Read the beft Englifh |
¢ fermons he could hear of, with libe-}
“ ral applaufe; and delighted not in|
“ controverfies, In his laft ficknefs, |
‘“ wherein he continued about a week’s
“ time, enduring great pain of the -cho- |
““ lick, befides a continual fever, with }
““ as much patience as hath been feen |
““ In any man, without any pretence of |
‘“ Stoical apathy, animofity, or vanity of §
““ not being concerned thereat, or fuffer- §
“ ing g

Ml
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“ ing no impeachment of happinefs.

~““ Nihil agzs dolor.

“ Hrs patience was founded upon

< the chriftian philofophy, and a found
¢ faith of Gop’s ProvipeEnce, and
¢ 2 meek and humble {ubmiffion there-
¢« yunto, which he exprefled in few
¢ words : I vifited him near his end,

£

““ when he had not ftrength to hear or
“ {peak much; the laft words which I

< heard from him, were, befides fome

“ expreflions of dearnefs, that he did
“ freely fubmit to the will of Gonp,

- being without fear: He had oft tri-

il

umphed over the king of terrors in
others, and given many repulfes in
the defence of patients; but when his
own turn came, he fubmitted with
a meek, rational, and religious cou-

{(

1

44

€ rage.

“ He might have made good the

« old faying of Dat Galenus opes, had

<

he lived 1n a place that could have
“ afforded:it. But his indulgence and
hberahty to his children, efpec1ally
“1n their travels, two of his fons in
f"' divers countries, and two of his

“ daugh-



y oAt The L'1rE of

¢ ters in I'rance, {pent him more than
« g little.  He was liberal in his houfe
““ entertainments, and in his charity; he
“ lefta comfortable, but no great eftate,
““ both to his lady and children, gained
““ by his own induftry.

-« Svucu was his fagacity and know-
‘““ ledge of all hiftory, antient and mo-
““ dern, and his obfervations thereupon
““ fo {ingular, that 1t hath been faid by
“ them that knew him beft, that if
“ his profeffion, and place of abode,
“ would have {uited his ability, he
“ would have made an extraordinary
““ man for the privy-council, not much
“ inferior to the famous PADRE,
“ Pavwro, the late oracle of the Ve-
““ netlan {tate,

¢ Tuo’ he were no prophet, nor fon
‘“ of a prophet, yet in that faculty
““ which comes neareft 1t, he excelled,
‘“ ;. e. the ftochaftick, wherein he was
‘““ {eldom miftaken, as to future events,
““ as well publick as p1iaate but not
“ apt to difcover any prefages or fuper—
¢ ftition.”

{¢ [T
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It is obfervable, that he who in his
earlier years “had read all the books
againit religion, was in the latter part
of his life averfe from controverfies.
To play with important truths, to dif-
turb the repofe of eftablithed tenets,
to {ubtilize objetions, and elude proof
15 too often the fport of youthful vanity,
of which maturer experlence commonly
repents. There is a time, when every
wife man 15 weary of rafing difficulties
only to tafk himfelf with the {olution,
and defires to enjoy truth without the
labour or hazard of conteft. There is,
perhaps, no better method of encoun-
tering thefe troublefome Irruptions of
{cepticiim, with which inquifitive minds
-are frequently harraffed, than that which
Browng declares him{elf to have taken:
‘““ If there arife any doubts in my
““ way, I do forget them ; or at leaft de-
““ fer them, till my better fettled judg-
““ ment and more manly reafon be able
‘“ to refolve them : for I perceive, every
““man’s reafon 1s his beft OEpiPUsS,
““ and will, upon a reafonable truce, find
“ a way to loofe thofe bonds, where~,

d “ with
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« with the fubtilties of error have en-
¢ chained our more flexible and tender
‘“ judgments,”

Tue foregoing character may be con-
firmed and enlarged, by many paffages
in the Rericro Mgepicr; in which it
appears, from WHITEF0OT's teftimony,
that the author, though no very {paring
panegyrift of himfelf, has not exceeded
the truth, with refpect to his attainments
or vifible qualities. |

THERE are, ‘Indeed, fome interior
and fecret virtues, which a man may
{fometimes .have without the know-
ledge of others; and may {ome-
times 2ffume to himfelf, without {ufh-
cient reafons for his opinion. It 1
charged upon BrownE by Dr. WartTs,
as an inftance of arrogant temerity, ‘that,
after a long detail of his attainments,
he declares himfelf to have efcaped
< the firft and father-fin of pride.”
A perufal of the Rericio Mepicr will
not much contribute to produce a belief
of the author’s exemption from this r A-
THER-SIN : pride Is a vice, which pride
it{el inclines every man to find in others,
and. to overlook in him{elf. As
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A's eafily may we be miftaken in efti-
mating our 'OwN COurage, as our OwiL

humility ; and, therefore, when BRowNE
thews himfelf perfuaded, that °¢ he
« could lofe an arm without a tear, or
‘““ with a few groans be quartered to
«“ pieces,” T am not fure that he felt n
himfelf any uncommon powers of en-
durance; or, indeed, any thing more
than a {udden effervefcence of imagina-
tion, which, uncertain and 1nvoluntary

as it is, he miftook for fettled refolu-
tion.

“ THAT there were not many ex-

“ tant, that in a noble way feared the
t face of death lefs than himfelf,” he

might likewife believe at a very eafy ex-
pence, while death was yet at a diftance;
but the time will come to every human

being, when it muft be known how
well he can bear to die ; and 1t has ap-

peared, that our author’s fortitude did

not defert him i the great hour of
trial.

IT was oblerved by fome of the re-
markers on the Rericio Mepici, that
“ the author was yet alive, and might grow

d 2 ¢ worle



i The Lirs of

““ worfe as well as better:” it 1s, there-
fore, happy, that this fufpicton can be
obviated by a teftimony given to the
continvance of his virtue, at a time
when death had fet him free from dan-
ger of change, ‘and his panegyrift from
temptation to flattery.

Bur it is not on the praifes of others,
but on his own writings, that he is to
depend for the efteem of pofterity; of
which he will not eafily be deprived,
while learning fhall have any reverence
amons men : for there is no {cience, in
which he does not difcover {fome {kill ;
and {carce any kind of knowledge, pro-
fane or {acred, abitrufe or elegant, which
he does not appear to have cultivated
with {uccefs. '

H1s exuberance of knowledge, and
plenitude of 1deas, fometimes obftru&
the tendency of his reafoning, and the
clearnefs of his decifions: on whatever
fubject he employed his mind, there
ftarted up 1immediately fo many images
before him, that he loft one by grafp-
ing another. His memory fupplied him
ith {o many iluftrations, -parallel or

de-
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dependent notions, that he was always
ftarting inte collateral confiderations :
but the {pirit and vigour of his perfuit
always gives delight; and the reader
follows him, without relu@ance, thro’
his mazes, in themfelves flowery and
pleafing, and ending at the point origi-
nally 1n view.

T o have great excellencies, and great
faults, ¢ magne virtutes nec minora
““ vitia, is the poefy,” fays our author,
““ of the beft natares.” This peely
may be properly applied to the ftylc of
BROWNE It is vigorous, but rugged ;
it 1s learned, but pedantlck 1t 15 deup
but obfcure; it ftrikes, but does not
pleafe ; 1t commands, but does not al-
lure : his tropes are harfh, and his
combinaticns uncouth. He fell into an
age, in which our language began to
lofe the ftability which 1t had obtained
i the time of ELIZABETH; and was
confidered by every writer as a fubject
on which he mlght try his plaftick ﬂ«.l I,
by moulding it according to his own
fancy, MirTonN, in conlequence of
this encroaching licence, began to mntro-

d 1 duce
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duce the Latin 1diom: and BrowNE,
though he gave lefs difturbance to our
ftructures and phrafeology, yet poured
in a multitude of exotick words;
many, Indeed, ufeful and fignificant,
which, if rejected, muft be fupplied
by circumlocution, fuch as coMMEN-
saL1TY for the ftate of many living
at the fame table; but many fuperflu-
ous, as a2 PARALOGICAL for an unrea-
fonable doubt; and {ome fo obicure,
that they conceal his meaning rather
than explain it, a5 ARTHRITICAL ANA-
1oGIEs for parts that {erve fome ani-
mals in the place of joints. ~
His ftyle 1s, indeed, a tiffue of many
languages ; a mixture of heterogeneous
words, brought together from diftant
regions, with terms originally appro-
priated to one art, and drawn by vio-
lence into the {ervice of another. He
muflt, however, be confefled to have
augmented our philofophical diction ;
and 1n defence of his uncommon words
and expreflions, we muft confider,
that he had uncommon fentiments, and

was not content to exprels i many
words
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words that idea for which any language
could {upply a fingle term.

But his innovations are {ometimes
pleafing, and his temerities happy: he
has many  verba ardentia,” forcible
expreflions, which he would never have
found, but by venturing to the utmoft
verge of propriety ; and flights which
would never have been reached, but by
one who had very little fear of the thame
of falling.

THERE remain; yet an objection a-
gainft the writings of BRown E, more
formidable than the animadverfions of
critictfm, There are paflages, from
which fome have taken occafion to rank
him among Deiits, and others among
Atheifts. It would be diflicult to gue!s
how any fuch conclufion fhould be
formed, had not experience fhewn that
there are two forts of men willing to
enlarge the catalogue of infidels.

I'T has been long obferved, that an
Atheift has no juft reafon for endea-
vouring converfions; and yet none har-
rals thofe minds which they can influ-
ence, with more importunity of folicita-

d a4 tion

>
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tion to adopt their opinlons. In pro-
portion as they doubt the truth of their
own doctrines, they are defirous to gain
the atteftation of another underftand-
ing ; and induftrioudly labeur to win a
profelyte, and eagerly catch at the
flighteft pretence to dignify their {ect
with a celebrated name *,

THE others become friends to infi-
dehty only by unfkilful hoftility : men
of rigid orthodoxy, cautious converfa-
tion, and religious afperity. Among
thefe, 1t 15 too frequently the pradtice,
to make in their heat conceffions to
Athetfm, or Deiim, which their moit
confident advocates had never dared to
claim or to hope. A fally of levity, an
1dle pan.._dox an indecent jeft, an un-
feafonable obje@ion, are fufficient, in
the opinion of thefe men, to efface a
name from the lifts of CarIsSTIANITY,
to exclude a foul from everlafting life.

* Theretfore no hereticks defire to fpread

Their wild opinions like thefe epicures.
For {o their itafrg ring thoughts are computed,

And othier men’s aflent thelr doubt aflures.
DAvIES:

Such
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Such men are fo watchful to cenfure,
that they have feldom much care to
look for favourable interpretations of
ambiguities, to fet the general tenor of
life againft fingle failures, or to know
how foon any flip of inadvertency has
been expiated by {orrow and retracta-
tion ; but let fly their fulminations, with-
out mercy or prudence, againft {light
offences or cafual temerities, againft
crimes never committed, or immediate-
ly repented.

Tuz Infidel knows well, what he 13
doing. He is endeavouring to {upply,
by authority, the deficiency of his ar-
guments ; and to make his caufe lefs
invidious, by thewing numbers on his
fide: he will, tuerefole not change
his conduét, till he reforms his princi-
ples. But the zealot fhould recolle&,
that he is labouring, by this frequency
of excommunication, againft his own
caufe ; and Voluntarlly aadmcr ftrength
to the enemies of truth. It muft al-
ways be the condition of a great part of
mankind, to reje¢t and embrace tenets

upon the authority of thofe whom they
think
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think wifer than themfelves; and, there-
fore, the addition of every name to in-
fidelity, in {fome degree invalidates that
argument upon which the religion of
multitudes 1s neceffarily founded.

MEN may differ from each other in
many religlous opinions, and yet all
may retain the effentials of CHRIsTIA-
NITY; men may {fometimes eagerly dif-
pute, and yet not differ much from
one another: the rigorous perfecutors of
error, fhould, therefore, enlighten their
zeal with knowledge, and temper their
orthodoxy with CuARriTY; that CHa-
RITY, Without which orthodoxy is
vain; CHARITY that ¢ thinketh no
« evil,”, but ¢ hopeth all things,” and
f¢ endureth all things.”

WueTHER BrowNE has been num-
bered among the contemners of reli-
oion, by the fury of its friends, or the
artifice of its enemies, it is no difficult
tafk to replace him among the moft zea-
jous Prorrssors of CHRISTIANITY.
He may, perhaps, in the ardour of his
imagination, have hazarded an exprel-

fion, which a mind intent upon faults
may
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may Interpret into herefy, if confidered
apart from the reft of. his difcourfe; but
a phrafe is not to be oppofed to vo-
lumes: there 1s fcarcely a writer to be
found, whofe profeflion was not divi-
nity, that has fo frequently teftified his
beliet of the Sacrep WriTings, has
appealed to them with fuch unlimited
fubmiffion, or mentioned them with
fuch unvaried reverence.

It 15, indeed, fomewhat wonderful,
that He fhould be placed without the
pale of .CurisTianiTY, Who declares,
that ¢ he aflumes the honourable ftile
“ of A CHRISTIAN,  not becaufe it 1s
“ the religion of his country,” but be-
caufe ¢ having 1n his riper years and
““ confirmed judgment {een and exa-
““ mined all, he finds himfelf obliged,
‘“ by the principles of GRACE, and the
« law of his own reafon, to embrace
‘“ no other name but this:” Who, to
{pecify his perfuafion yet more, tells us,
that ¢ he i1s of the RerorMeED RELI-
‘“ gron; of the fame belief our Sa-
“ viour taughti, the ArostrEs diffe-
“ minated, the Fathers authorized, and

cC the
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“ the Martyrs confirmed :” Who, tho’

‘“ paradoxical in philofophy, loves in di-
““ vinity to keep the beaten road ;” and
pleafes himfelf, that ¢ he has no taint
“ of herefy, {chilm, or error:” To
whom ‘¢ where the Scripture is filent,
“ the Church 1s a text; where that
“ {peaks, 'tis buta comment;” and who
ufes not ¢ the dictates of his own rea-
“ {on, but where there 1s a joint filence
¢ of both:” Who ¢ blefles himfelf,
““ that he lived not in the days of mi-
““ racles, when faith had been thruft
‘““ upon him; but enjoys that greater
““ blefling, pronounced to all that be-
¢ lieve and faw not.” He cannot {ure-
ly be charged with a defet of faith,
who ¢ believes that our SAviour was
““ dead, and buried, and rofe again, and
“ defires to {ee him 1 his glory:” and
who athrms, that ¢ this is not much to
¢ believe;” that ‘“ as we have reafon,
““ we owe this faith unto hiftory;” and
that ¢ they only had the advantage of a
“ hold and noble faith, who lived be-
““ fore his coming ; and, upon obfcure
“ prophecies and miyftical tvpes, could

“ raife

o
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«« raife a belief.” Nor can contempt of
the pofitive and ritual parts of religion
be imputed to him, who coubts, whe-
ther a good man would refufe a poifoned
eucharift; and ¢ who would violate his
« own arm, rather than a church,”

Tur opinions of every man muft be
learned from himfelf: concerning his
practice, it 1s fafeft to truft the evidence
of others. Where thefe teftimonies con-
cur, no bigher degree of hiftorical cer-
tainty can be obtained ; and they appa-
rently concur to prove, that BrRownE
was A ZEALOUS ADHERENT TO THE
rAITH oOfF CHRIS'T, that ug LivED
IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS LAWS, AND DIED
IN CONFIDENCE OF HIS MERCY.

CHRISTIAN
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ment in our Power, more worthy of
Your Lordfhip’s Acceptance, than this
Dedication of the laft Work of our
Honoured and Learned Father. En-
couraged hereunto by the Knowledge
we have of Your Lordfhip’s Judicious
Relifh of univerfal Learning, and fub-
lime Virtue, we beg the Favour of
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much oblige our Family in general,
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My Lorp,
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moft humble Servant,

ErizaseETH LITTLETON:
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PREFACE

) I any one, after be bas read Re-
ligio Medici, and the en 1Ing
Difcourfe, can make doubt, whe-

ther the [ame perfon was the
enthoi of them both, he may le affured by
the teffimony of Mrs. L1TTLETON,

Siv THOMAS BROWNs daoughter, who
lived with ber father when it was compofed
by bimy and who, at the time, read it wyita
ten by bis own band: and alfo by the tefli-
iony of others, (of whoim I am one) who

B
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vead the manufeript of the author, immedi-

ately after bis death, and who have fince
vead the fame 5 from which it bath been faith-

fully and exallly itranfcribed for the prefs.
The reafon why it was not printed fooner is,
becanfe it was unbappily loff, by being mifloy’d
among other manufcripts for which fearch was
lately made in ihe prefence of the Lord Arch-

bifhop of Canterbury, of which bis Grace, by
lettery informed Mys. LITTLETON, When be
[ent the manufeript to ber, There is nothing

printed in the difcourfe, or in the. fbort nokes,
but what is found in the original manufcript of

the author, except only where an overfight had
made the addition or franfpofition of [eine

words neceffary.

JOHN JEFFERY,

Arch-Deacon of Norwich.

-

PART
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HFH R E AD foftly and circumf{pect-
2 ly in this 2 funambulatory track
o and narrow path of goodnefs :
purfue virtue virtuoully : leven
not good actions, nor render virtues dif-
putable. Stain not fair ats with foul inten-
tions : maim not uprightnefs by halting con-
comitances, nor circumftantially deprave fub-
ftantial goodnefs. |
ConsipeRr whereabout thou art in
> CrBEs’s table, or that old philofophical
o - S pinax

3 Narrow, like the walk of a rope-dancer.
> The table or pifture of CBEs, an allegorical re-

prefentation of the chara&ers and conditions of man.
| b 4 kind;
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2 pinax of the life of man: whether thou

art yet in the road of uncertainties ; whe-
ther thou haft yet entred the narrow gate,

got up the hill and afperous way, which
leadeth unto the houfe of fanity; .or taken
that purifying potion from the hand of fin-
cere erudition, which may fend thee clear
and pure away unto a virtuousand happy life.

I~ this virttous voyage of thy life hull
not about like the ark, without the ufe of
rudder maft or fail, and bound for no port.
Let not difappointment caufe defpondency,
nor difficulty defpair.  Think not that you
are failing from ® Lima to Manillia, when
you may faften up the rudder, and fleep
before the wind; but expect rough {eas,
¢ flaws,- and contrary blafts : and ’tis well,

kind; which is tranflated by Mr.. Collier, and 1dded

to the meditations of ANToxNINUS.
2 Pitture.

b Over the pacifick ocean, in the courfe of the fhip
which now fails from Acapulco to Manilla, perhaps
formerly from Lima, or more properly from Callao,
Lima not being a fea-port.

° *¢ Sudden guﬁs, or violent attacks of bad wea-
“ ther,”
if



[ 9 ]

if by many crofs tacks and veerings you ar=
rive. at the port; for we {leep in ¢ Jions’
{kins in our progrefs unto virtue, and we
flide not but climb unto it.

S1T not down in the popular forms and
common level of virtues, Ofter not only
peace-offerings but holocaufts unto Gonp:
where all 1s due make no referve, and cut
not a cummin-feed with the ALMIGHTY !
to {ferve Him fingly to {erve ourfelves, were
too partial a piece of piety 3 not like to
place us in the illuftrious manfions of

glory.

S ECT. IL
RE ST not in an ¢ ovation but a triumph

over thy paflions, Let anger walk
hanging down the head ; let malice go ma-
mcled,,, and envy fetter’d aiter thee, Behold

d That is, * in armour, in a ftate of military vigi-
“ lance.” One of the Grecian chiefs uled to repre-
fent open force by the “ lion’s fkin,” and policy by
the ¢ fox’s tail.”
¢ Ovation, a petty and munor kind of triumph.
Note to the fofi edition.
within
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within thee the long train of thy trophies,
not without thee. 2 Make the quarrelling
Lapithytes fleep, and Centaurs within lie
quiet. Chain up the unruly legion of thy
breaft. Lead thine own captivity captive,
and be Czfar within thylfelf,

S ECT. IL

" E that is chaft and continent not ta
impair his firength, or honeft for fear

of contagion, will hardly be heroically vir-
tuous. Adjourn not this virtue until that
temper, when ® Cato could lend out his
wife, and impotent fatyrs write fatyrs upon
luft : but be chaft in thy flaming days, when
Alexander dar’d not truft his eyes upon the

fair fifters of Darius, and when fo many
think there is no other way but ¢ Origen’s.

. @ That is, ¢ thy turbulent and irafcible paffions.”
For the Lapithytes and Centaurs, {ee Owvid.
b The Cenfor, who is frequently confounded, and

by Pore amongft others, with Cato of Utica.
¢ Who is faid to have caftrated himfelf.  Note #0

the firft edition,
SECT.
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SECT IV.

H OW thy art in honefty, and lofe not

thy virtue by the bad managery of it.
Be temperate and fober ; not to preferve
your body in an ability for wanton ends;
not to avoid the infamy of common trani-
oreflors that way, and thereby to hope to
expiate or palliate obfcure and clofer vices 5
not to {pare your purfe, nor {imply to en-
joy health: but in one word, that thereby
you may truly ferve Gop, which every

L

ficknefs will tell you you cannot well do
without health. The fick man’s {acrifice is
but a lame oblation. Pious treafures jaid
up in healthtul days, plead for fick non-per-
formances ; without which we muft needs
took back with anxiety upon the loft op-
portunities of health ; and may have caufe
rather to envy than pity the ends of peni-
tent publick fufferers, who go with health-
ful prayers unto the laft {cene of their

lives, and ¢in the integrity ef their fa-

d «« With their faculties unimpaired,” :
culties
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culties return their {pirit unto Gop that
gave 1t,

SECT V.

E charitable before wealth make thee
covetous, and lofe not the glory of the
mite. If riches increafe, let thy mind hold
pace with them and think it not enough to
be liberal, but munificent. Though a cup

of cold water from fome hand may not be
without its reward, yet ftick not thou for
wine and oil for the wounds of the diftrei-
fed; and treat the poor, as our SAVIOUR
did the multitude, to the reliques of {fome
baskets. Diffufe thy beneficence early, and
while thy treafures call thee mafter : there
may be an 2 Atropos of thy fortunes before
that of thy life, and thy wealth cut off be-
fore that hour, when all men fhall be
poor; for the juftice of death looks equally
upon the dead, and Charon expelts no more
from Alexander than from Irus,

a Atropos is the lady of ‘deftiny that cuts the thread

of life.
SECT.
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S ECT. VL
G IVE not only unto feven, but aifo

unto eight, b that i1s unto more than
many. Though to give unto every one
that asketh ¢ may feem fevere advice, yet
give thou allo before asking 5 that 1s, where
want 1s {ilently clamorous, and mens necef-

fities mot their tongues do loudly call for

thy mercies. For though {fometimes necef-
fitoufnefs be dumb, or milery fpeak not

out, yet true charity is fagacious, and will

find out hints for beneficence. Acquaint
thyfelf with the phyfiognomy of want, and
let the dead colours and firft lines of necef-
fity fuffice to tell thee there is an objelt for
thy bounty. Spare not where thou canft
not eafily be prodigal, and fear not to be
undone by mercy: for fince he who hatn
pity on the poor lendeth unto the Almighty
rewarder, who obferves no ¢ ides but every

| day

b Ecclefiafticus. ¢ Luke.

d& The ides was the time when money lent out at in-

tereflt was commonly repaid, 7
£ o-" {E-n
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day for his payments, charity becomes pi-
ous ufury, chriftian liberality the moft thriv-
ing nduftry; and what we adventure in a
cockboat, may return in a carrack unto us,
He who thus cafts his bread upon the wa-
ter, fhall furely fina it again ; for though it
talleth to the bottom, it finks but like the
ax of the prophet, to rife again unto him.

SECT VI

F avarice be thy vice, yet make it not
~ thy punifhment. Milerable men comi-
miferate not themfelves, bowellefs unto
others, and mercilefs unto their own bowels.

Let the fruition of things blefs the poffef-
{ion of them, and think it more fatisfation

to live richly than die rich, For fince thy
ocod works, not thy goods, will follow
thee 5 fince wealth 1s an appertinance of life,
and no cdead man is rich; to famifh in

plenty, and live poorly to die rich, werea

----- Feenerator Alphius
Suam relegit Idibys pecuniam,
Querie calendis poncte, Hor.

multiplying
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multiplying improvement in madnefs, and
ufe upon uvfe in folly.

S E CT. VIIL

RUST not to the omnipotency of

gold, and fay not unto it thou art my
confidence. Kifs not thy hand to that ter-

reftrial fun, nor bore thy ear unto its {ervi-
tude, A flave unto mammon makes no
fervant unto G o p. Covetoufnels cracks
the finews of faith; numbs the apprehens
fion of any thing above {enfe; and only af-
fected with the certainty of things prefent,
makes a peradventure of things to comes
lives but unto cne world, nor hopes but
fears another; makes their own death {weet
unto others, bitter unto themielves; brings
formal fadnels, fcenical mourning, and ng
wet eyes at the grave.

S E CT. IX

ERSON S lightly dipt, not? grain’d
in generous honefty, are but pule in

* Not deeply tinged, not died in grain.
coodnefs,
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eoodnefs, and faint hued in integrity. But
be thou what thou virtuoully art, and let
not the ocean wath away thy tincture, Stand
a magnetically upon that axis, when pru~
dent fimplicity hath fixt there; and let no
attraftion invert the poles of thy honefty.
That vice may be uneafy and even mon-
ftrous unto thee, let 1terated good adls and
long confirmed habits make virtue almoft

natural, or a fecond nature in thee, Since
virtuous {uperftructions have commonly ge-
nerous foundattons, dive into thy inclina-
tions, and early difcover what nature bids
thee to be, or tells thee thou may’ft be,
They who thus timely defcend into them-
{elves, and cultivate the good {eeds which
nature hath fet in them, prove not thrubs but
cedars in their generation. And to be in the
form of b the beft of the bad, or the worft of
the good, will be no fatisfaction unto them,

a Thatis, * with 2 pofition as immutable as that of
< the magnetical axis,” which is popularly fuppofed to
be invariably parallel to the menidial, or to ftand ex-
aly north and fouth.

b Optimi malorum peflimi bonorum,  Finff edit.

SECT,
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SECT X.°

M AKE not the confequence of virtue
t]

1¢ ends thereof. Be not beneficent
for a name or cymbal of applaufe; nor
exalt and juft in commerce for the advan-
tages of truft and credir, which attend the
reputation of true and punctual dealing : for
thefe rewards, though unfought for, plain
virtue will bring with her.  To have other
by-ends in good actions fowers laudable per-
formances, which muft have deeper roots,

motives, and inftigations, to give them the
ftamp of virtues.

SECT. XL

E'T not the law of thy country be the
non ultra of thy honefly 5 nor think
that always good enough which the law will
make good. Narrow not the law of cha-
rity, equity, mercy. Join golpel righte-
oufnefs with legal right. Be not a mere
Gamaliel in the faith, but let the fermon in
C the
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the mount be thy ® Targum unto the law of
Sinal,

S E C T. XIL
LIVE by old ethick: and the claflical

rules of honefty. ’ut no new names
or notlons upon authent*ck vittues and vices,
‘Think not, that morality is ambulatery ; that
vices in one age are not vices in another ;
or that virtues, which are under the ever-
lafting feal of right réafon, may be ftamped
by opinion.  And therefore though vicious
times invert the opinions of things, and fet
up new ethicks againft virtue, yet hold thou
unto old morality 3 and rather than follow a
multitude to do evil, ftand like Pompey’s
pillar confpicuous by thyfelf, and fingle in
integrity. And fince the worft of timeés
afford imitable examples of vittue s fince
no deluge of vice is like to be {o genefal
but more than ® eight will efcape; eye well
thofe heroes who have held their heads

a A paraphrafe or amplification.

b Alluding to the flood of Noal.
above
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above water, who have touched pitch and
not been defiled, and in the common con-

tagion have remained uncorrupted.

S ECT. XIIL

ET age not/ envy draw wrinkles on
- thy cheeks; be content to be envy’d,
but envy not. Emulation may be plaufible
and indignation allowable, but admit no
treaty with that paffion which no circum-
ftance can make good. A difplacency at
the good of othérs becaufe they enjoy it,
though not unworthy of it, is an abfurd
depravity, fticking faft unto cotrupted na-
ture, and often too hard for humility and
charity, the great fuppreflors of envy.
This furely is a lion not to be ftrangled
but by Hercules himfelf, or the higheft
ftrefs of our minds, and an atom of that

power which fubdueth all things unto it
felf,

C n SECT,
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S ECT XIV.

O W E not thy humility unto humiliation

from adverfity, but look humbly down
In that ftate when others look upwards upon
thee. ‘Think not thy owi fhadew lbngéi}"
than that of others, nor delight to take the
altitude of thyfelf. Be patient in the age
of pride, when men live by fhort intervals
of reafon‘under the dominion of humor and
paflion, when it’s in the power of every one
to transform thee out of thyfelf, and run
thee into the fhort madnefs. If you cannot
imitate JoB, yet come not fhort of 2 So-
CRATES, and thofe patient Pagans who
tired the tongues of their enemies, while

i3 ---- Dulcique fenex vicinus Hymetto,
Qui partem accepte {eva inter vincla cicute,

Accufatori nollet dare. Juv.

Not fo mild Thales, nor Chryfippus fhought;
Nor the good man who drank the pois’nous draught
‘With mind {erene, and cou’d not wifh to {ee

His vile accufer drink as deep as he:
Exalted S0Crates | ommammgme CREECH.

e

they
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they perceived 'they fpit their malice at bra-
zen walls and {tatues.

S ECT. XV

L ET not the fun in capricorn ® go down

upon thy wrath, but write thy wrongs
in athes, Draw the curtain of night upon
mjuries, fhut them up in the © tower of
oblivion, and let them be as though they
had not been. To forgwe our enemies, yet
hope that G o p will punifh them, is not to
forgive enough. To forgive them Ourfelves,
and not to pray G oD to forgive them, is a
partial piece of charity. Forgive thine ene-

- mies totally, and without any referve that,
however, Gop will revenge thee.

b Iven when the days are therteft.  Firff edi.
¢ Alluding unto the tower of oblivion mentioned by
Procopius, which was the name of a tower of impri-

fonment among the Perfians : whoever was put therein
was as it were buried alive, and it was death for any

but to name him, Finf ediz.

Cs  SECT.
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S ECT XVI

HILE thou fo hotly dilclaimeft the

devil, be not guilty of diabolifm.
Fall not into one name with that unclean
fpirit, nor at his nature whom thou fo
much abhorreft ; that'is, to accufe, calum-
niate, backbite, whifper, detradt, or fini-
ftroufly interpret others. Degenerous de-
pravities, and narrow-minded vices! not
only below St. Paur’s noble chriftian but
a ArrsToTLE’s true gentleman. Truft not
with fome that the epiftle of St. Ja ME s is
apocryphal, and fo read with lefs fear that
{tabbing truth, that in company with this
vice *¢ thy religion is in vain.” MosEs
broke the tables, ‘without breaking of the
law; but where charity is broke, the law
itfelf is fhattered, which cannot be whole
‘without L ov E, whichis ¢ the fulfilling
« of it.” Look humbly upon thy virtues ;
and though thou art rich in fome, yet think

2 See Ariftotle’s Ethicks, chapter of Magnanimity.

Note to the fufl edit. J_
thvlelt
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thyfell poor and naked without that crown-
ing grace, which ¢ thinketh no evil, which
“ envieth not, which beareth, hopeth, be-
“ lieveth, endureth all things.”  With
thefe fure graces, while bufy tongues are
crying out for a drop of cold water, mutes
may be in happinefs, and fing the b Trifa-
gion 1n heaven. |

SECT. XVIIL

OWEVER thy underftanding may

waver in the theories of true and falfe,
yet faften the rudder of thy will, fteer
{traight unto good and fall not foul on evil.
Imagination is apt to rove, and conjec-
ture to keep no bounds. Some have run
out fo far, as to fancy the ftars might
be but the light of the cryftalline heaven
thot through perforations on the bodies
of the orbs. Others more ingenioufly.doubt
whether there hath not been a vaft tra&
of land in the Atlantick ocean, which earth-
quakes and violent caufes have long ago de-

> Holy, holy, holy, Féﬁ edst, ]
4. VOured.

%
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voured. Speculative mifapprehenfions may
be innocuous, but immorality pernicious ;
theorical miftakes and i)hyﬁcal deviations
may condemn our judgments, not lead us
into judgment, But perverfity of will, im-
moral and finful enormities walk with
2 Adrafte and Nemelfis at their backs, pur-
fue us unto judgment, and leave us vici

oufly miferable.

S E C T. XVIIL

B I D early defiance unto thofe vices

which are of thine inward family, and
having a root in thy temper plead a right
and propriety in thee. Raife timely bat-
teries againft thofe ftrong holds built upon
the rock of nature, and make this a great
part of the militia of thy life. Delude not
thyfelf into iniquities from participation or
community, which abate the fenfe but not
the obliquity of them. To conceive fins
lefs, or lefs of fins, becaufe others alfo
tranfgrefs, were morally to commit that

1 “The powers of vengeance.,
natural
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natural fallacy ‘of man, to take comfort
from fociety, and think adverfities lefs be-
caufe -others alfo fuffer them. - The politick
nature of vice muft be oppofed by policy
and, thercfore, wifer honefties project and
plot againft it: wherein, notwithitanding,
we are not to reft in generals, or the trite
ftratagems of art, That may fucceed with
one, which may prove fuccefslefs with ano-
ther : there i n0 community or COMUION-
weal of virtue: every man muft {ftudy his
own ceconomy, and adapt fuch rules unto

the figure of himfelf.

S ECT. XL

E fubftantially great in thylelf, and
more than thou appearelt unto others;

and let the world be deceived in thee, as
they are in the lights of heaven. Hang
early plummets upon the heels of pride,
and let ambition have but an b epicycle and
NAriow

b An epicycle is a {mall reévolution made by one
planet in the wider orbit of another planet. The mean-
ing is, “ Let not ambition form thy circle of action,

“ but
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narrow circuit in thee, Meafure not 'ch‘yfelf
by thy morning fhadow, but by the extent
of thy grave; and reckon thyfelf above.the

earth, by the line thou muft be contented
with under it. Spread not into boundlefs

expanfions either of defigns or defires.
Think not that mankind liveth but for a
few 5 and that the reft are born but to {erve
thele ambitions, which make but flies of
men and wilderneffes of whole nations.
Swell not into vehement actions which 1m-
broil and confound the earth ; but be one
of thofe violent ones which force 2 the king.
dom of heaven. If thou muft needs rule,
be ® Zeno’s king, and enjoy that empire
which every man gives himfelf. He who
1s thus his own monarch contentedly fways
the dcepter of himfelf, "not envying the

¢ but move upon other principles; and let ambition
““ only operate as fomcthing extrinfick and adven-

€€ titious,” -
2 Matthew XI.
b That is, * the king of the Stoics,” whofe founder

was ZENo, andwho held, that the wife man '11011»
- aad power and royalty,

glory



| 27 ]

glory of crowned heads and elohims of the
carth, Could the world unite in the prac-
tife of that defpifed train of wvirtues, which
the divine ethicks of our Saviewr hath
{o inculcated upon us, the furious face of
things muit difappear; Eden would be yet
to be found, and the angels might look
‘down, not-with pity, but joy-upon us.

S E C T XX
THOU G H the quicknéfs of thine

ear were able to reach the notle.of the
moon, which fome think it maketh .in its
rapid revolution; though ‘the number of
thy ears fhould equal Argus-his eyesy yet
ftop them all with the ¢ wife man’s ‘wax,
and be deaf unte the fuggeftions of tale-
bearers, calumniators, pickthank or male-
volent delators, who, while quiet men {leep,
{fowing the. tares of diicord and divifion,

diftiract the tranquillity of charity and all

¢ Alluding to the ftory of Ulyfies, who ftopped the
gars of his companions with wax when they pafled Ly
the Sirens.

friendly
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Irviendly fociety, Thefe are the tongues that
fet the world on fire, cankers of reputation,
and, like that of Fomas his gourd, wither a
good name in a night. Evil {pirits may fit
ftill, while thefe {pirits walk about and per-
form the bufinefs of hell. To fpeak more
{trictly, our corrupted hearts are the faéto-
ries of the devil, which may be at work
without his prefence; for when that cir-
cumventing {pirit hath drawn malice, envy,
and all unrighteoufnefs unto well rooted ha-
bits in his difciples, iniquity then goes on
upon its own legs; and if the gate of hell
were fhut up for a time, vice would ftill be
fertile and produce the fruits of hell.. Thus
when Gop forfakes us, Satan alfo leaves us:
for fuch offenders he looks upon as fure and
fealed up, and his temptations then needlefs

unto them.

SECT XXL
NNIHILATE not the mercies of

G op by .the oblivion of ingratitude :

for oblivion is a kind of annihilation; and
for
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for things to be as though they had not
been, is like unto never being. Make not
thy head a grave, but a repofitory of Gob’s
mercies. ~ Though thou hadft the memory
of Seneca,” or Simonides, and conicience
the pun¢tual memorift within us, yet truft
not to thy remembrance in things which
need 2 phylacteries. Regilter not only
ftrange, but merciful occurrences. Let ®
Ephemerides not Olympiads give thee ac-
count of his mercies : let thy diaries {tand

thick with dutiful mementos and afterisks

of acknowledgment. And to be compleat
and forget nothing, date not his mercy from

thy nativity ; look beyond the world, and
before the era of Ap A M.

2 A phylafery is a writing bound upon the fore-
head, containing fomething to be"kept conitantly in
mind. This was pra&ifed by the Jewifh doctors with
regard to the Mofaic law.

b Particular journals of every day, not abftradls

comprehending feveral years under one notation. An
Ephemeris is a diary, an Olympiad 1s the fpace of four
years,

SECT.
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S E C T. XXIIL

P AINT not the fepulcher of thy felf,

and ftrive not to beautify thy corrup-
tion. Be not an advocate for thy vices, nor
call 2 for many hour-glaffes to juftify thy
imperfections. Think not that always good
which thou thinkeft thou canft always make
cood, nor that concealed which the fun
doth not behold : that which the fun doth
not now fee, will be vifible when the fun 1s
out, and the ftars are fallen from heaven.
Mean while there is no darknefs unto con-
fcience; which can {ee without light, and in
the deepeft obfcurity give a clear draught of
things, which the cloud of diffimulation
hath conceal’d from all eyes. There is a

natural ftanding court within us, -examin-
ing, acquitting, and condemning at the tii-
bunal of ourfelves; wherein iniquities have

3 That 1s, ““ do not fpeak much or long in juftifica
“ tion of thy faults.”™ 'The antient pleaders talked by
2 Clepfyara, or meafurer of time.

their
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their natural b thetas and no ¢ nocent is ab-
{olved by the verdict of himielf. And
therefore although our tranigreflions fhall
be tried at the laft bar, the procels need
not be long : for the judge of all knoweth
all, and every man will nakedly know
himfelf ; and when fo few are like to plead

not guilty, the affize muft foon have an
end.

S E C T, XXIL

~NOMPLY with fome humours, bear
< with others, but lerve none. Civil
complacency conlifts with decent honelty :
Flattery is a juggler, and no kin unto fin-
cerity. But while thou maintaineft the plun
path, and fcorneft to flacter others, fall not

into {elf-adulation, and become not thine
own parafite. Be deaf unto thylfelf, and

be not betrayed at home. Self-credulity,

b @ a theta inferibed upon the judges teflera or bal-

fot was a mark for death or capital condemnation.
sl 'y S{:

C B -——

Tudice nemo nocens abfolvitur Juv.

pride,
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pride, and levity lead unto {elf-idolatry.
There is no @ Damocles like unto felf-
opinion, nor any Siren to our own fawning
conceptions. To magnify our minor things,
or hug ourfelves in our ® apparitions;
to afford a credulous ear unto the ¢ claw-
ing fuggeftions of fancy s to pafs our days
in painted miftakes of ourfelves; and tho’
d we behold our own blood, to think our-
{felves the ¢ fons of Jupiter ; are blandifh-
ments of felf-love, worfe than outward de-
lufion, By this impofture wife men fome-
times are miftaken in their elevation, and
look above themfelves. And fools, which
-are f antipodes unto the wife, conceive them-

a Damocles was a flatterer of Dionyfius,

> Appearances without realities.

¢ Tickling, flattering, A clawback is an old word
for a flatterer. Jewel calls fome writers for popery
“ the pope’s clawbacks.”.

¢ That1s, “ though we bleed when we are wound-

“ cd, though we find in ourfelves the imperfe@ions of
¢ humanity.”

¢ As Alexander the Great did, Firf? edit.
f Oppofites.

{elves
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- felves to be but"their & Periceci, and in the
lame parallel with them.

S E CT. XXIV.
E not a Hercules furens abroad, and 2
poltron within thyfelf. To chale our
enemies out of the field, and be led cap-
tive by our -vices; to beat down our foes,
and fall down to our concupifcences; are

folecifms in moral {chools, and no lau-
rel attends them. To well manage our
affetions, and wild horles of Plato,
are the higheft ® Circenfes : and the no-
bleft i -digladiation is in the theatre of our-
felves ; for therein our inward antagoniits,
not only like common gladiators, with or-
dinary weapons and down-right blows make
at us, but alfo, like k retiary and laqueary

g Only placed at a diftance in the fame line,
~ & Circenfes were Roman horfe-races,

i Fencing-match,

k The Retiarius or Laquearius was 2 prize-fighter,
who entangled his opponent in a net, which by {fome

aexterous management he threw upon him.

D “coms



[ 34]

combatants, with nets frauds and entangle-
ments fall upon us. Weapons for fuch
combats, are not to be forged at * Lipara:
Vulcan’s art doth nothing in this internal
militia ; wherein not the armour of Achil-
les, but the armature of St. Pavi, gives
the glorious day, and triumphs not leading
up into capitols, but up inte the higheft
heavens. And, therefore, while {o many
think it the only valour to command and
mafter others, ftudy thou the dominion of
thyfelf, and quiet thine own commotions.
Let right reafon be thy ® Lycurgus, and
lift up thy hand unto the law of it: move
by the intelligences of the {uperiour facul-
ties, not by the rapt of paffion, nor merely
by that of temper and conftitution. They
who are merely carried on by the wheel of
{uch inclinations, without the hand and gui-
dance of {overcign- reafon, are but the ¢ au-

2 The Liparzan iflands, near Italy, being volcanos;

were fabled to contain the forges of the Cyclops.
b Thy lawglver.

< Moved not by choice, but by {fome mechﬁl}ical

ampulfe,
fomatous
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t¢omatous part of mankind, rather lived
than living, or at leaft underliving them-

{elves.

S E CT. XXV.

E T not fortune, which hath no name

in {cripture, have any in thy divinity.
Let Provipenck, not chance, have the
honour of thy acknowledgments, and be thy

~ Oedipus in contingences. Mark well the
- paths and winding ways thereof; but be
- not too wile in the conftruttion, or fudden

in the application, The hand of Provi-
DEN C E writes often by abbreviatures, hie-
roglyphicks or fhort characters, which, like
the ¢ Laconifm on the wall, are not to be
made out but by a hint or key from that
SpiriT which indited them. Leave future

occurrences to their uncertainties, think

that which is prefent thy own; and fince
'tis ealier to foretel an eclipfe, than a foul

day, at fome diftance, look for little re-

¢ The fhort fentence written on the wall of Bel.
thazzar, See Daniel.

D2 oular
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gular below.  Attend with patience the un-
~ certainty of things, and what lieth yet un-
exerted in the chaos of futurity. The un-
certainty and ignorance of things to come,
makes the world new unto us by unexpelt-
éd emergencies ; whereby we pals not our
days in the trite voad of affairs afferding no
novity; for the nevelizing {pirit of man
lives by variety, and the new faces of

Linmg

S E CT. XXVEL

’1 .JOUGH a contented mind enlarg=

eth the dimenfion of little things; and
unto fome ’tis wealth enough not to be

~poor; and others are well content, if they
be but rich enough to be honelt, and to
give every man his due: yet fall noet into
that obfolete affectation of bravery, to throw
away thy money, and to reject all honours
or honourable ftations in this courtly and
fplendid world. Old generofity is fuper-
annuated, and {fuch contempt of the world

out of date. No man is now like to refule
the
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¢he favour of great ones, or be content to
fay unto princes, * ftand out of my fun,
And if any there be of fuch antiquated re-
{olutions, they are not like to be tempted
out of them by great.ones; and ’tis fair if
they efcape the name of hypdcondriacks
from the genius of latter times, unto whom
contempt of the world is the moit con-
temptible opinion; and to be able, like
Bias, to carry all they have about them were
to be the eighth wife-man, However, the

old b tetrick philofophers look’d always
with indignation upon fuch a face of things s
and obferving the upnatural current of
riches, power, and honour in the worid, and
withal the imperfetion and demerit of per-
fons often advanced unto them, were tempt-
ed unto angry opinions, that affairs were or-
dered more by ftars than reafon, and that

things went on rather by lottery than elec<
tion,

2 This was the anfwer made by Diogenes to Alexan-
der, who afked him what he had to requeft.

¥ Sour, morofe.

D2 SECT.
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S E CT. XXVIL

"EF thy veffel be but fmall in the ocean of

this world, if meannefs of pofleflions be
thy allotment upon earth, forget not thofe
virtues which the great difpofer of all bids
thee to entertain from thy quality and con-
dition ; that is, fubmiffion, humility, con-
tent of mind, and induftry. Content may
dwell in all ftations. To be low, but above
contempt, may be high enough to be happy.
But many of low degree may be higher
than computed, and fome cubits above the
common commeniuration 3 for in all ftates
virtue gives qualifications and allowances,
which make out defefts. Rough diamonds

are {fometimes miftaken for pebbles; and
meannefls may be rich in accomplifhments,

which riches in vain defire.  If our merits
be above our ftations, if our intrinfecal va-
lue be greater than what we go for, or our

value than our valuation, and if we ftand
higher
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higher in GoDp’s, than in the » Cenfor's
book 3 it may make fome equitable balance
in the inequalities of this world, and there

may be no fuch vaft chalm or gulph be-
tween diparities a5 common meafures des
termine, The DiviwEk eye looks upon
high and low differently from that of man.
They who feem to ftand upon ® Olympus,
and high mounted unto our eyes, may be
but in the valleys, and low ground unto
his ; for he looks upon thofe as higheft whe

nearelt approach his DiviniTY, and upon
thofe as loweft who are fartheft from it.

SECT XXVIII

WHEN thou lookeft upon the im-
perfections of others, allow one eye

for what is laudable in them, and the ba-
lance they have from fome excellency,
which may render them confiderable. While
we look with fear or hatred upon the teeth

2 The book in which the Cenfus, or account of
every man's eftate was regiftred among the Romans.

b An high mountain. '

D of
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of the viper, we may behold his eye with
love. In venemous natures fomething may
be amiable : poifons afford antipoifons : no-
thing is totally, or altogether ufelefly bad.
Notable virtues are fometimes dathed with
notorious vices, and in fome vicious temni-
pers have been found illuftrious acts of vir-
tue ; which makes fuch obfervable worth in
{fome a&ions of king Demetrius, Antonius,
and Ahab, as are not to be found in the
{ame kind in Ariftides, Numa, or David.
Conftancy generofity clemency and libera-
lity have been highly confpicuous in fome
~perfons not mark’d out in other concerns
for example or imitation. But {ince goodnefs
is exemplary in all, it others have not our
virtues, let us not be wanting in theirs ; nor
fcorning them for their vices whereof we
are free, be condemned by their virtues
wherein we ‘are deficient. There is drofs
alloy and embafement in all human tempers;
and he flieth without wings, who thinks to
find ophir or pure metal in any. For per-
fection is not, like light, center’d in any one

body 4
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body ; buty like the difperfed feminalities of
vegetables at the creation, fcattered through
the whole mals of the earth, no place pro-
ducing all and almolt all fome. So that *tis
well, if a perfect man can be made out of
'many men, and, to the perfe& cye of Gop,
even out of mankind. Time, which p‘er—?
felts fome things, imperfects alfo others.
Could we intimately apprehend the ideated
man, and as he ftood in the intelle® of Gop
upon the firt exertion by creation, we
might more narrowly comprehend our pre-
fent degeneration, and how widely we are
fallen from the pure exemplar and idea of
our nature : for after this corruptive elon-
gation from a primitive and pure creation,
we are almoft loft in degeneration; and
Apam hath not only fallen from his Crza-
TOR, but we ourfelves from Apam, our
2 Tycho and primary generator,

2 O 7uyer qu fact, O Tvywy qui adeptus eft
he that makes, or he that poffefles ; as Adam might
be {aid to contain within him the race of mankind.

L ]

Sk CT.
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SE C T, XXIX
UARREL not rathly with adver-

fities not yet underftood ; and over-
Jook not the mercies often bound up 1n

them: for we confider not fufficiently the
sood of evils, nor fairly compute the mer-
cies of Provipen ck in things affliCtive
at firft hand. The famous Andreas Do-
ria being invited to a feaft by Aloyfio Fi-
eichi with defign to kill him, juft the
night betore fell mercifully into a fit of
the gout and %o efcaped that mifchief.

When Cato intended to kill himfelf, from

2 blow which he gave his fefvant, who
would not reach his {word unto him, his
hand fo fwell’d that he had much ado
to effe his defign. Hereby any one
but a -refolved Stoick might have taken
2 fair hint of confideration, and that’ fome
merciful genius would have contrived his
prefervation.  To be fagacious in fuch in-
tercurrences 1s not fuperftition, but wary

znd pious difcretion ; and to contemn {uch
hints
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Tints were to be deaf unto the {peaking hand

of Gobp, wheremn.? Socrates and Cardan
would hardly have been miftaken.

S ECT XXX
B R E A K not open the gate of deftruc-

tion, and make no halfte or buitle unto
ruin, Poft not heedlefly on unto the non

ultra of folly, or precipice of perdition,
Let vicious ways have their -t tropicks and

deflexions, and fwim in the waters of fin

but as in the ¢ Afphaltick lake, though
{meared and defiled, not tb fink to the bot-

tom. If thou haft dipt thy foct in the
brink, yet venture not over ¢ Rubicon.
Run not into extremities from whence there

2 Socrates, and Cardan, perhaps, in imitation of
him, talked of an attendant {pust or genius, that
hinted from time to time how they fhould a&.

b The tropick is the point where the fun turns back.

¢ The lake of Sodom ; the waters of which being
very falt, and, thercfore, heavy, will fcarcely fuffer
an animal to fink.

4 The river, by crofling which Cafar declared war
waintt the {enate,

15
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is no regreffion. In the vicious ways of
the world it mercifully falleth out that we
become not extempore wicked, but it ta-
keth {fome time and pains to undo our-
felves. We fall not from virtue, like Vul-
can*from heaven, in a day. Bad difpofi-
tions require fome time to grow into bad
habits ; bad habits muft undermine good,
and often repeated acts make us habitually
evil: fo that by gradual depravations, and
while we are but ftaggeringly evil, we are
not left without parenthefes ol confidera-
tions, thougntful rebukes, and merciful in-
terventions, to recal us unto ourfelves. For
the wifdom of Gop hath methodiz’d the
courfe of things unto the beft advantage of
ooodnefs, and thinking confiderators over-
look not the traét thereof,

S E C T, XXXI.

I[N CE men and women have their pro=:
per virtues and vices; and even twins

of different fexes have not only diftinct co-
verings in the womb, but aiffering quali-
£1€8
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ties and virtuous habits afters tranfplace
not their proprieties, and contound not their
diftin¢tions.  Let malfculine and feminine
accomplifhments fhine in their proper orbs,

and adorn their refpective fubjedts, How-
ever unite not the vices of both fexés in

one ; be not monflrous in iniquity, nor
hermaphroditically vitious.

SECT. XXXI.

EF generous honefty, valour, and plain

dealing, be the cognifance of thy family,
or charatteriftick of thy country, hold faft
fuch inclinations fuckt in with thy firft
breath, and which lay in the cradle with
thee, " Fall not into transforming degene-
rations, which under the old name e¢reate a
new nation. Be not an alien in thine own
nation ; bring not * Orontes into Tibers
learn the virtues not the vices of thy fo-

reign neighbours, and make thy imitation

2 In tiberim defluxit Orontes: ““ Orontes has mingled

“ her ftream with the Tiber,” fays Juvenal, fpeaking of
the confluence of foresgners.to Rome,

by
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by difcretion not contagion. Feel fome-
thing of thyfelf in the noble acts of thy an-
ceftors, and find in thine own genius that
of thy predeceffors. Reft not under the
expired merits of others, fhine by thofe of
thy own, Flame not like the central fire
which enlightneth no eyes, which no man
feeth, and moft men think there’s no fuch
thing to be feen. Add one ray unto the
common luftre ; add not only to the num-
ber but the note of thy generation; and
prove not a cloud but an 2 afterisk .in thy
xegion,

S E C T. XXXIII.

SIN CE thou haft an b alarum in thy

breaft, which tells thee thou haft a liv-
ing {pirit in thee above two thoufand -times
in an hour; dull not away thy days in floth-

tul fupinity and the tedioufnefs of doing

* A fmall ftar.

b The motion of the heart, which beats about fixty
times in 2 minute ; or, perhaps, the motion of refpi-
ration, which is nearer to the number mentioned. -

nothing.
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nothing. 'To ftrenvous minds there is an

inquietude in overquietnefs, and no labori-
oulnefs in labour; and to tread a mile after

the {low pace of a fnail, or the heavy mea-

fures of the © lazy of brazilia, were a moft
tiring pennance, and worfe than a race of
fome furlongs at the 4 Olympicks. The

rapid courfes of the heavenly bodies are ra-
ther 1mitable by our thoughts, than our

. corporeal motions; yet the folemn motions
- of our lives amount unto a greater meafure

than is commonly apprehended, Some few
men have {urrounded the globe of the earth ;
yet many in the fet locomotions and move-
ments of their days have meafuréd the cir-
cuit of it, and twenty thoufand miles have

been exceeded by them. Move circum-
ipectly not ¢ meticuloufly, and rather care-

fully follicitous than anxioufly follicitudi-

¢ An animal called more commonly the Sloth, which
15 faid to be feveral days in climbing 3 tree.

4. The Olympick games, of which the race was ene
of the chief.

¢ ‘Timidly,

1QU%.,
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nous. Think not there is a lion in the way,
nor walk with leaden fandals in the paths
of goodnefs; but in all virtuous motions
let prudence determine thy meafures. Strive
not to run like Hercules, a furlong 1n a

breath : feftination may prove precipitation;
deliberating delay may be wife cuntation,

and {lownefs no flothfulnefs.

S EC T, XXXIV.

IN CE virtuous actions have their own
trumpets, and, without any noife from

thyfelf, will have their refound abroad;
buly not thy beft member in- the encomium

of thyfelf. Praife is a debt we owe unto
the virtues of others, and due unto our own

from all, whom . malice hath not made
mutes, or envy ftruck dumb. Fall not,
however, into the common prevaricating
way of {elf-commendation and boafting, by
denoting the imperfections of others. He

who difcommendeth others obliquely, com-
mendeth himfelf. He who whifpers their

infirmities, proclaims his own exemption
from
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from them; and, confequently, fays, I am
not as this publican, or 2 hic niger, whom
I talk of. Open oftentation and loud vain-
glory is more tolerable than this obliquity,
as but containing fome froth no ink, as
but confifting of a perfonal piece of folly,
nor complicated with uncharitablenefs, Su-
perfluoully we feek a precarious applaufe
abroad : every good man hath his b plau-
dite within himfelf; and though his tongue
be filent, is not without loud cymbals in his
breaft. Confcience will become his pane-
oyrift, and never forget to crown and extol -
him unto himfelf.

2 Hic niger eft, hunc tu Romane caveto.  Hor.
Firft edit. |

This man 1s vile; here, Roman, fix your mark ;

His foul 1s black, as his complexion’s daik,

Francis.
b Plaudite was the term by which the antient thea-

uical performers folicited a clap.

E BECT,
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S ECT XXXV.
B- L.ESS not thyfelf only that thou wert

bornin ® Athens ; but, among thy mul-
tiplied acknowledgments, lift up one hand
unto heaven, that thou wert born of honeft
parents.; that modefty, humility, patience,
and veracity, lay in the {fame egg, and came
into the world with thee, From fuch foun-
dations thou may’flt be happy 1n a virtuous
b precocity, and make an early and long
walk in goodnefs ; fo may’ft thou more na-
turally feel the contrariety of vice unto na-
ture, and refift fome by the antidote of thy
temper. As charity covers, fo modefty
preventeth a multitude of fins; withhold-
ing from noon-day vices and brazen-brow’d
iniquities, from {inning on the houfe-top,
and painting our follies with the rays of ths
fun., Where this virtue reigneth, though
vice may fhow its head, it cannot be in its

= As Socrates did.  Athens a place of Ieﬂrning and
{Eivﬂit}r. Fz}}/f cdit. -

b A ripenefs preceding the ufual ume.
| glory.
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glory. Where thame of fin {ets, look not

for virtue to arife; for when modefty taketh
wing, ¢ Alftraea goes foon after,

S ECT, XXXVL

HE heroical vein of mankind runs

much in the foldiery, and courageous
part of the world; and in that form we of-
teneft find men above men. Hlﬁory is full
of the gallantry of that tribe; and when we
read their notable acs, we eafily find what
a difference there is between a life in ¢ Plu
tirch and in ¢ Laertius. Where true fortituc‘ie
dwells, loyalty bounty friendfhip and fide-
lity may be found, A man may confide in
perfons contticuted for noble ends, who dare
do and fuffer, and who have a hand to burn
for their country f and their friend. Small
and creeping things are the product of petty

¢ Aftrea Goddefs of juftice and confequently of all
virtwe,  Forf? edie.

4 Who wrote the lives, for the moft part, of warriors,

¢ Who wrote the lives of philofophers,

¢ Like Mutius Szvola.

E 2 foulsj,_"



[ 52 ]i'

fouls, He 1s like to be miftaken, wha
makes choice of a covetous man for a friend,
or relieth upon the reed of narrow and pol-
tron friendthip,  Pitiful things are only to
be found in the cottages of {uch brealts ;.
but bright thoughts, clear deeds, conftancy,
fidelity, bounty, and generous honefty are
the gems of noble minds ; wherein, to de-
rogate from none, the true heroick Englifh
gentleman hath no peer.
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>SECT. L

,},’ 2 UNISH not thyfelf with plea-
ﬁ ;2;..1 fure; glut not thy fenfe with pala-
S tive delights ; nor revenge the con-
tempt of temperance by the penalty of fa-
tiety. Were there an age of delight or any
pleafure durable, who would not honour

Volupia ? but the race of dehight is fhort,
and pleafures have mutable faces, The

pleafures of one age are not pleafures in ano-
tner, and their lives fall thort of our own.
Even in our fenfual days, @ the ftrength of
delight is in its feldomnefs or rarity, and

® Voluptates commendat rarior ufus.

2 {ting
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fling in its fatiety : mediocrity 1s its life,
and immoderacy its confufion. The luxu-
rious emperors of old inconfiderately fatia-
ted themfelves with the dainties of {ea and
land, till, wearied through all varieties,
their refetions became a ftudy unto thea,
and they wete fain to feed by invention:
novices in true Epicutiim! which by mc-
diocrity, paucity, quick and healthtul ap-
petite, makes delights {martly acceptable;
‘whereby Epicurus himfelf found @ Jupiter’s
‘brain in a piece of Cytheridian cheefe, and
the b tongues of nightingales in a difh of
onions. Hereby healthful and temperate
poverty hath the ftart of naufeating luxury ;
unto whofe clear and naked appetite every
meal is a feaft, and in one {ingle difh the

firft courfe of ¢ Metellus ; who are cheaply

a Cerebrum Jovis, for a delicious bit.  Fiif? edit.

b A difh ufed among the luxurious of antiquity.

¢ Metellus his riotous pontificial {upper, the great
variety whereat 1s to be feen in Macrobius.  Firff. cdit.
The {upper was not given by Metellus, but by Len-
tulus when he was made prieft of Mars, and recorded
by Metellus,

hungry,
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hungry, and never lofe their hunger, or ad-
vantage of a craving appetite, becaule ob-
vious food contents 1t; while @ Nero, half
famifh’d, could not feed upon a:piece of
bread, and, lingring after his fnowed water,

hardly got down an ordinary cup of ¢ Cal-
daf. ‘By fuch circumicriptions of pleafure
the contemned philofophers referved unto
themielves the fecret of delight, -which the
5 Helluo’s of thofe days loft in their exor-
bitances. In vain we {tudy delight : itisat
the command of every {fober mind, and in
every fenfe born with us: but nature, who
teacheth us the rule of pleafure, mftructeth
al{o 1n the bounds thereof, and where its line
expireth., And therefore temperate .minds,
not prefling their pleafures until the fling
appeareth, enjoy their contentations conten-
tedly, and without regret, and fo efcape the
folly of excefs, to be pleafed unto dif-

placency.

d Nero in his flight. Sueton. Fiit edit.
¢ Warm water.

£ Calde gelideque minifter.  Fiff ediv.
& Gluttons,
E 4 SECT.
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S E C T, I

B RING candid eyes unto the perufal of

mens works, and let not2 Zoilim or
detration blaft well-intended labours.  He
that endureth po faults in men’s writings
muft only read his own, wherein for the
moft part all appeareth white. Quotation
miftakes, inadvertency, expedition, and hu-
man lapfes, may make not only moles but
warts in learned authors; who, notwith-
ftanding, being judged by the capital mat-
ter, admit not of difparagement. I fhould
unwillingly affirm that C1cero was but
flightly verfed in Ho M E r, becaufe in his
work ¢ De Gloria” he afcribed thofe verfes
unto Ajax, which were delivered by He&or.
What if Plautus in the account of Hercu-
les miftaketh nativity for conception ? Who

would have mean thoughts of Apoliinaris
Sidomus, who feems to miftake the nver

2 [rom Zoius the calumniator of Hover.

T gri&:
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Tigris for Euphrates ? and though a good
hiftorian and learned bifhop of Avergne
had the mistortune to be out in the ftory of
D avip, making mention of him when
the ark was fent back by the Philiftins up-
on a carty; which was before his time.
Though I have no great opinion of Ma-
chiavel’s learning, yet I fhall not prefently
fay that he was but a novice in Roman hi-
ftory, becaufe he was miftaken in placing
Commodus after the emperor Severus, Ca-

pital truths are to be narrowly eyed 5 colla-
teral lapfes and circumftantial deliveries not
to be too ftrictly fifted. And if the fub-
{tantial fubject be well forged out, we need
not examine the fparks which irregularly fiy

from 1t.

S ECT. IL

ET well-weighed confiderations, not
(tiff and peremptory aflumptions, guide
thy difcourfes pen and actions. To begin

or continue our works like Trifinegiftus of
old,
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old, 2 verum certé verum atque veriffi-
« mum eft,” would found arrogantly unto
~prefent ears in this {iri&t enquiring age;
wherein, for the moft part, probably, and
perhaps, will hardly ferve to mollity the
fpinit of captious contradictors. If Cardan
{aith that a parrot is a beautiful bird, Scali-
ger will fet his wits o’ work to prove it a
deformed animal. The compage of all phy-
fical truths is not o clofely jointed, but op-
pofition ‘may find intrufion; nor always o
clofely maintained, as not to fuffer attri-
tion. Many pofitions feem b quodiibetically
conftituted, and like a ¢ Delphian blade
will cut on both {ides. Some truths {eem
almoft falfhoods, and {fome falthoods almoft
truths ; wherein falthood and truth feem al-
moft zquilibrioufly {ftated, and but a few
orains of diftinCtion to bear down the ba-

2 In Tabula Smaragdina.  Firff edit.
€Tt 1s true, certainly true, true in the higheft degree.”
b Determ—inable on either fide.
¢ The Delphian {iword became proverbial, not be-
caufe it cut on both fides, but becaufe it was ufed to

diffcrent purpoics.
lance,
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lance. Some have digged deep, yet olanced
by the 4 royal vein; and 2 man may come
unto the ¢ Pericardium, but not the heart
of truth. Béfides, many thillgs are known,
as fome ate {een, ‘that 1s by f Parallaxis, or
at fome diftance from their true and proper
beings, ‘the fuperficial regard of things hav-
ing a different afpeét from their -true and
central natures. And this moves fober pens
unto fufpenfoiy and timorous affertions,
nor prefently to obtrude them as g Sibyls
leaves, which after confiderations may ‘find

to be but folious apparances, and not the
central and vital interiors of truth.

S E C T. IV.
%/TALUE the judicious, and let not

mere acquefts in minor parts of learn-
- » ' ) ' ] . ) . o , u
ing gain thy preexiftimation. ’Tis an un-

d T fuppofc the main vein of a mine,
e T'he intecument of the'heart.
f The parailax of a ftar is the difference between its
real and apparent place,
5 Oa which the Sybil wrote her oraculous anfwers.
VircGrL,

jult
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juft -way of compute, to magnify a weak
head for fome Latin abilities; and to un-
dervalue a {olid judgment, becaufe he knows
not the genealogy of Hector. When that
notable 2 king of France would have his

{fon to know but one {entence in Latin, had
it been a good one, perhaps it had been
enough. Natural parts and good judgments
rule the world.  States are not governed by
b ergotifms. Many have ruled well, who
could not, perhaps, define a common-
wealth; and they who underftand not the
olobe of the earth, command a great part
of it. Where natwal logick prevails not,
artificial too often faileth, Where nature
fills the fails, the veflel goés {moothly on;
and when judgment is the pilot, the enfu-
rance need not be high. When iuduftry
builds upon nature, we may expect pyra-
mids : where that foundation 1s wanting, the

ftruéture muft be low. They do moft by

2 Lewis the eleventh. Qui nefcit diffimulare nefcit
Regnare. Firft ed:t.
b Conclufions deduced according to the forms of
lopick,
books,
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books, who could do much without them
and he that chiefly owes himielf unto him-
felf, is the fubftantial man.

S ECT. V.,

LE T thy ftudies be free as thy thougllté

and contemplations: but fly not only
upon the wings of imagination ; join fenfe

unto reafon, and experiment unto {pecula-
tion, and {o give life unto embryon truths,
and verities yet in their chaos. There is
nothing more acceptable unto the ingenious
world, than this noble ¢ eluctation of truth ;
wherein, againft the tenacity of prejudice
and prefcription, this century now prevail-
eth,  What libraries of new volumes after-
times will behold, and in what a new world
of knowledge the eyes of our pofterity may
be happy, a few ages may joyfully declare;
and is but a cold thought unto thofe, who
cannot hope to behold this exantlation of
truth, or that obfcured virgin half out of

the pit: which might make fome content

¢ Forcible eruption,
with
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with a commutation of the time of their
lives, and to commend the fancy of the
2 Pythagorean mmempfychoﬁs, whereby

they might hope to cnjoy this happinefs in
their third or fourth felves, and behold that

in Pythagoras, which they now but forefee
in b Euphorbus. The world, which took
but fix days to make, is hke to take { 1X
thourand to make out: mean Wlnle old
t1uths voted down begin to refume theis
plages, ;md new ones arife upon us; where-
in there is no comfort in th.e”happinefs of
¢ Tully’s Elizium, or any fatisfaction from
the ghofts of the antients, who knew fo
httle of -what is now well known. Men

difparage not antiquity, who prudently exalt
new enquiries; and make not them the
judges of truth, who were but fellow en-
quirers of it. Who can but magnify the

2 Tran{migration of the foul from body to body.

b Ipfe cgo, nam memini, Trojani tempore bells

Panthoides Euphorbus eram. Ovip.
Note to the firft edit.

¢ Who comforted himfelf that he thould there con-

verfe with the old Philofophers,  Finft edit.
. endeavours
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endeavours of Ariftotle, and the noble ftart
which learning had under him 3 or lefs than
pity the flender progreflion made upon fuch
advantages 7 while many centuries were loft
in repetitions and trapferiptions fealing up
the book of knowledge. And therefore ra-
ther than to {well the leaves of learning by
fruitlefs repetiticns, to {ing the fame fong
in all ages, nor adventure at eflays beyond
the attempt of others, many would be con-
tent that fome would write like ¢ Helmont
or Paracelfus ; and be willing to endurc the
monftrofity of fome obinions, for diverg
fingular notions requiting fuch aberrations,

S ECT. VL

E SPISE not the obliquities of younger
ways, nor defpair of better things
whercof there is yet no profpect. Who
would imagine that Diogenes, who in his
younger days was a falbfier of money,
thould in the after-courfe of his lite be {a

d Wild and enthufiaftick authors of romantick chy-
mvitry,

great



[ 64 ]

oreat a contemner of metal 7 Some Ne-
oros who Dbelieve the refurrection, think

that they fhall rife * white. Even in this
life, regeneration may imitate refurrection ;
our black and vicious tinCtures may wear
off, and goodnefs clothe us with candour.
Good admonitions knock not always In
vain, ‘There will be fignal examples of
G op’s mercy, and the angels muft not
want their charitable rejoices for the conver-
fion of loft finners. Figures of moft angles

do neareft approach unto circles, which
have no angles at all. Some may be near

unto goodnels, who are conceived far fron
it 5 and many things happen, not likely to
enfue from any promifes of antecedencies.
Culpable beginnings have found commend-
able conclufions, and infamous courfes pi-
ous retractations, Deteftable finners have
proved exemplary converts on earth, and

may be glorious in the apartment of Mary
Magdalen in heaven, Men are not the

s Mandelllo's travels,

fame
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fame through all divifions of their ages:
time, experience, felf-reflexions, and Gop’s

mercies, make in fome well-temper’d minds
a kind of tranflation before death, and men

to differ from themfelves as well as from
other perfons. Hereof the old world af-

forded many examples to the infamy of
latter ages, wherein men too often live by
the rule of their inclinations ; fo that, with-

out any aftral prediCtion, b the firft day
oives the laft : men are commonly as they

were 3 or rather, as bad difpofitions run in-
to wot{er habits, the evening doth not crown,

bat fowerly conclude the day.

S ECT. VIL

EF the ALmic HTY will not fpare us ac-
cording to his merciful capitulation at

Sodom j if his goodnefs pleafe not to pafs
over a great deal of bad for a fmall pittance

of good, or to look upon us in the lump;
there is flender hope for mercy, or found

b Primufque dies dedit extremum.  Firff ediz,

) pre-



[ 66 ]
prefumption of fulfilling half his will, ei-
ther in perfons or nations: they who excel
1n fome virtues being fo often defettive in
others ; few men driving at the extent and
amplitude of goodnefs, but computing
themfelves by their beft partsy, and others
by their worft, are content to reft in thofe
virtues which others commonly want. Which
makes this fpeckled face of honefty in the
world ; and which was the imperfection of
the old philofophers and great pretencers
unto virtue, who well declining the gap-
ing vices of intemperance, inconginency,
violence and oppreflion, were yet blinds
ly peccant in iniquities of clofer faces,
were envious, malicious, contemners, {cof-
Yers, cenfurers, and ftuft with vizard vices,
no lefs depraving the ethereal particle and
diviner portion of man. For envy,, ma-
lice, hatred, are the qualities of Satan, clofe
and dark like himfelf; and where fuch
brands {moke, the foul cannot be white.

Vice may be bad at all prices; expenlive

and coftly iniquities, which make the naile,
cannot



[ 671
cannot bé evéry man’s fins? but the foul

may be fouly 2 inquinated at a very low
rate; and a man may be cheaply vicious, to
the perdition of himfelf,

S EC T. VIIL

PINION rides upon the neck of

reafon 3 and men are happy, wile, or
learned, according as that emprefls fhall {et
them down in the regifter of reputation.
However, weigh not thyfelf in the fcales
of thy own opinion, but let the judgment
of the judicious be the ftandard of thy me-
rit.  Self-eftimation is a flatterer too readily
intitling us unto knowledge and abilities,
which others follicitoufly labour after, and
doubtfully think they attain, Surely, fuch
confident tempers do pafs their days in beft
tranquillity, who, refting in the opinion of
their own abilities, are happily guil’d- by
fuch contentation ; wherein pride, felf-con-
ceit, confidence, and opiniatrity, will hardly

a Defiled.
F 2 fuffer
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fuffer any to complain of imperfection, To
think themfelves in the right, or all that
right, or only that, which they do or think,
is a fallacy of high content; though others
laugh in their {leeves, and look upon them
as in a deluded ftate of judgment : where-
in, notwithftanding, ’twere but a civil piece
of complacency to fuffer them to {leep Who
would not wake, to let them reft 1n their fe-
curities, nor by diffent or oppofition to {tag-

ger their contentments.

2§ E C T. IX.
I N CFE the brow fpeaks often true, fince

M/ eyes and nofes have tongues, and the
countenance proclaims the heart and 1incli-

nations; let obfervation {o far inftruct thee
in phyfiognomical lines, as to be {ome rule

for thy diftinction, and guide {or thy af-
fe€tion unto fuch as look moft like men.
Mankind, methinks, is comprehended in a

few faces, if we exclude all vifages which
a This is a very fanciful and indefenfible fe¢lion.

any
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any way participate of fymmetries and
{chemes of look common unto other ani-
mals. For as though man were the extract
of the world, in whom all were »- ¢ in coa-
“ gulato,” which in their forms were ¢ ¢¢ in
“ foluto” and at extenfion ; we often ob-
ferve that men do moft act thole creatures,
whofe conftitution parts and complexion do
moft predominate in their mixtures.  This
is a corner-ftone in phyfiognomy, and holds
fome truth not only in particular perfons
but alfo in whole nations. There are, there-
fore, provincial faces, national lips and

nofes, which teftify not only the natures of
thofe couptries, but of thofe which have

them elfewhere. Thus we may make Eng-
land the whole eartn, dividing it not only
into Furope, Afia, Africa, but the parti-
cular regions thereof 3 and may 1n fome la.
titude affirm, that there are Aigyptians,
Scythians, Indians among us, who, though
horn in England, yet carry the faces and

b« In a congealed or comprefled mafs.”
¢ ¢ Tn 3 flate of expanfion and feparation,”

F 2 Al
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air of thofe countries, and are alfo agree-
able and correfpondent unto their natures,
Faces look uniformly unto our eyes: how
they appear unto fome animals of a more
piercing or differing fight, who are able to
difcover the incqualities rubbs and hairinefs
of the {kin, is not without good doubt:

and, therefore, in reference unto man, Cu-

pid is faid to be blind. Affection fhould
not be too tharp-eyed, and love is not to be

made by magnifying glafles. If things
were {feen as they truly are, the beauty of
bodies would be much abridged. And,
therefore, the wise CoNTRI1VER hath

drawn the pi¢tures and outfides of things
fottly and amiably unto the natural edge oi
our eyes, not leaving them able to dlfcovel
thofe uncomely afperitics, which make
oyfter-thells in good faces, and hedghogs
everd in Venus's moles,
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S ECT. X

O URT not felicity too far, and weary

not the favourable hand of fortune.
Glorious actions have their times, extent,

and non ultra’s,  To put no end unto at-
tempts were to make prefcription of fuc-
ceflesy, and to befpeak unhappinefs at the
lalt : for the line of our lives is drawn with
white and black viciffitudes, wherein the
extremes hold feldom one complexion.
That Pompey fhould obtain the firname of
oreat at twenty-five years, that men 1n
their young and active days fhould be for-
runate and perform notable things, is no
oofervation of deep wonder; they having
the ftrengthof their fates before them, nor
yet actea their parts in the world for which
they were brought into it: whereas men of
years, -matured for counfels and defigns,
feem to be beyond the vigour of their ac-
tive fortunes, and high exploits of life, pro-
videntially ordained unto ages beft agree-
able unto them, And, therefore, many

Fog braye
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brave men finding their fortune grow -faint,
and feeling its declination, have timely
withdrawn themielves from great attempts,
and fo efcaped the ends of mighty men,
difproportionable to their beginnings. But
magnanimous thoughts have fo dimmed
the eyes of many, that forgetting the very
cflence of fortune, and the viciffitude of
cood and eil, they apprehend no bottom
in felicity 3 and fo have been ftill tempted
on unto mighty actions, referved for .their
deftructions. For fortune lays the plot of
our adverfities in the foundation of our fe-
licities, bléﬁ"mg us in the 2 firft quadrate,
to blaft us more fharply in the laft. .And
fince in the higheft felicities there lieth a
capacity of the loweft miferies, fhe hath
this advantage from our happinefs to make
us truly miferable~ ‘.. to become acutely
miferable we are to be firft happy.  Afflic-
tion {marts moft in the molt happy ftate, as

a Thatis, “ in the firft part of our time,” alluding
to the four quadraturcs of the moon.

having;



[ 73 ]

having fomewhat in it of » Bellifarius at
beggars bufh, or Bajazet in the grate. And
this the fallen angels feverely underftand;
who having alted their firft part in heaven,
are made fharply miferable by tranfition,

and more afflictively feel the contrary ftate
of hell.

SECT. XL
C ARRY no carelefs eye upon the un-

expected fcenes of things; but ponder
the alts of PrRovIDENCE in the publick

ends of great and notable men, fet out un-

to the view of all for no common memo-
randums. The tragical exits and unexpec-

ted periods of fome eminent perfons, can-
not but amufe confiderate obfervatorss

b Bellifarius, after he had gained many victories, is
faid to have been reduced, by the difpleafure of the
emperor, to a&ual beggary: Bajazet, made captive
by Tamerlane, is reported to have been fhut up in 4
cage. It may fomewhat gratify thofe who deferve to
be gratified, to inform them that both thefe ftories
Ale FALSE,

wherein,
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wherein, notwithftanding, moft men feem
to fee by * extramiflion, without reception
or felf-reflexion, and conceive themielves
unconcerned by the fallacy of their own ex-
emption : whereas, the mercy of Gop hath

fingled out but few to be the fignals of his

juftice, leaving the generality of mankind
to the pedagogy of example. But the in-
advertency of our natures not well appre-
hending this favourable method and mercifu]
b decimation, and that he fheweth in fome
what others al{o deferve ; they entertain no

{enfe of his hand beyond the ftroke of

themielves, Whereupoen the whole becomes
neceflarily punifhed, and the contra@ed
hand of G op extended unto univerfal judg-
ments ¢ from whence, neverthelefs, the {tu-
pidity of our tempers receives but faint
impreflions, and in the moft tragical ftate

of times holds but ftarts of good motions,
3o that to continue us in goodnefs there

2 By the paffage of fight from the eye to the obje&t.

> The {eletion of every tenth man for punifhment,

a pradtice fometimes ved in general mutinigs,
muf



L751

muft be iterated returns of mifery, and a
circulation in affli¢tions 1s neceflary, And
fince we cannot be ‘wife by warnings; f{ince
plagues are infignificant, except we be per-
fonally plagued ; fince alfo we cannot be
punifh’d unto amendment by proxy or
commutation, nor by vicinity, but contac-
tion; there 1s an unhappy neceflity that we
muft {mart in our own skins, and the pro-
voked arm of the ALmr1c v Ty muft fall

upon ourfelves. The capital {ufferings of
others are rather our monitions than acquit-

ments. There 1s but one who died ¢ falvi-
fically for us, and able to fay unto death,

hitherto thalt thou go and no farther; only
one enlivening death, which makes gardens

of graves, and that which was fowed in cor-
ruption to arife and flourith in glory : when
death itfelf fhall die, and living fhall have
no period s when the damned fhall mourn
at the funeral of death ; when life not death
fhall be the wages of fin; when the fecond

¢ ¢ So as to procure falvation,”

death
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death fhall prove a miferable life, and de-
ftruction fhall be courted.

S E CT. XIL

ALTHOUGH their thoughts may
{eem too {evere, who thmk. that few

ll-natur’d men go to heaven; yet it may
be acknowledged that good-natur’d perfons

are beft founded for that place ; who enter

the world with good difpofitions and natu-
ral graces, more ready to be advanced by
imprefiions from above, and chriftianized
unto pieties ; who carry about them plain
and down-right dealing minds, humility,
mercy, charity, and virtues acceptable un-

+0 Gop and man. But whatever {uccels
they may have as to heaven, they are the

acceptable men on earth, and happy is he
who hath his quiver full of them for his
Iriends. Thefe are not the dens wherein
falthood lurks, and hypocrify hides its
head ; wherein frowardnefs makes its neft;
of where malice, hard-heartednefs, and op-
preffion Jove to dwell ; not thofe by whom

the
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the poor get little, and the rich {fome time
lofe all; men not of retratted looks, but
who carry their hearts in their faces, and
need not to be look’d upon with per{pec-
tives 3 not fordidly or mifchievoufly ingrate-
ful; who cannot learn to ride upon’the
neck of the afflited, nor load the heavy
laden, but who keep the 2 temple of Janus
fhut - by peaceable and quiet tempers ; who
make not only the beft friends, but the
beft enemies, as eafier to forgive than of-
fend, and ready to pafs by the fecond of-
fence before they avenge the firft; who
make natural royalifts, obedient fubjects,
kind and merciful princes, verified in our
own, one of the beft-natur’d kings of this
throne. Of the old Roman emperors the
beft were the beft-natur’d; though they
made but a {mall number, and might be
writ in a ring. Many of the reft were as
bad men as princes ; humourifts rather than

2 The temple of Janus among the Romans was fhut
1n time of peace, and opened at a deglaration of war.

of
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of good humours; and of good natural
parts rather than of good natures, which
did but arm their bad inclinations, and make
them wittily wicked,

S E C T. XIIL

I'TH what fhift and pains we come

into the world, we remember not:
but "tis commonly found no eafy matter to
get out of it. Many have ftudied to ex-
afperate the ways of death, but fewer hours
have been {pent to {often that neceflity.
‘That the {mootheft way unto the grave is
made by bleeding; as common opinion pre-
fumeth, befide the fick and fainting lan-

guors which accompany that effufion, the
experiment in  Lucan and * Seneca will
make us doubty under which the noble
Stoick fo deeply laboured, that, to caonceal

his afli¢tion, he was fain to retire from the
fight of his wife, and not afhamed to im-

a Sencca, having opened his veins, found the blood
flow {o flowly, and death linger {o long, that he was
forced to quicken it by going 1nto a warm bath.

plore
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plore the merciful hand of his phyfician to
fhorten his mifery therein. b Ovid, the old
heroes, and the Stoicks, who were fo afraid
of drowning, as dreading thereby the cx-
tincion of their foul, which they conceived

to be a fire, ftood probably in fear of an

eafier way of death; wherein the water,
entring the pofleflions of air, makes a tem-

perate fuffocation, and kills as it were with-
out a fever, Surely many, who have had
the {pirit to deftroy themfelves, have not
been ingenious in the contrivance thereof.
*Twas a dull way practifed by Themiftocles,
¢ to overwhelm himfelf with bulls-blood,
who, being an Athenian, might have held
an eafier theory of death {rom the flate
potion of his country ; from which Socr -
tes in Plato feemed not to fuffer much
more than from the ft of an ague.
Cato is much to be pitied, who mangled
himfelf with poniards; and Hannibal {feems

b Demito naufragium, mors miht munus erit. Note
{a the fufl edit.
¢ Plutarch’s lives. _Note tg the firft edit.
morg
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- more {ubtle, who carried his delivery, not in
the point but the @ pummel of his {word.

Tue Egyptians were merciful contrivers,

who deftroyed their malefattors by aips,
charming their fenfes into an invincible

{leep, and killing as it were with Hermes
his b rod., The ¢ Turkifh emperor, odious
for other cruelty, was herein a remarkable
mafter of mercy, killing his favourite in
his fleep, and {ending him from the" thade
into the houfe of darknefs. He who had
been thus deftroyed would hardly have bled
at the prefence of his deftroyer : when men
are already dead by metaphor, and pafs but

a Pummel, wherein he is faid to have carried {ome-
thing, whereby upon 2 ftruggle or defpair he might
deliver him{elf from all misfortunes. Firft edit.
Juvewnar fays, it was carmied in a ring :

Cannarum vindex, et tanti {anguinis ultar,

Annulus.

Nor {words 2t hand, nor hiffing darts afar,
Are doom’d t" avenge the tedious bloody war,

But poifon drawn thro’ a ring’s hollow plate.
DrYDER.

b Which procurcd fleep by a touch.

¢'Solyman. Turkifh hiftory. Note to the firff edit. |
from
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from one {leep unto another, wanting here-
in the eminent part of feverity, to feel them-
felves to die; and efcaping the fharpeft at-
tendant of death, the lively apprehenfion
thereof. But to learn to die, is better than
to ftudy the ways of dying. Death will find
fome ways to untie or cut the moft gordian
knots of life, and make mens’ miferies as
mortal as themfelves : whereas evil {pirits,
as undying fubftances, are unfeparable from
their calamities; and, therefore, they ever-
laftingly ftruggle under their ¢ anguftias,
and bound up with 1mmortality can never
oet out of themlielves,

d Agonies.
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2532682 [ S hard to find a whole age to imi-
' 2@ tate, or what century to propofe
G for example. Some have been far
more approveable than others; but virtue
and vice, panegyricks and fatyrs, {catter-
ingly to be found inall. Hiftory fets down
not only things laudable, but abominable;
things which fhould never have been or
never have been known: {o that noble pat-
terns muft be fetched here and there from
fingle perfons, rather than whole nations;
and from all natioms, rather than any one.
The world was early bad, and the firft fin

the moft deplorable of any. The younger

world afforded the oldeft men, and perhaps
the
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the beft and the worft, when length of days
made virtuous habits heroical and immove-
able, vicious inveterate ‘and irreclaimable.
And fince ’uis faid that the imaginations of
their hearts were evil, only evil, and con-
tinually evil; it may be feared thac their
fins held pace with their lives; and their
longevity fwelling their impieties, the Jon-
canimity of Go Db would no longer endure
fuch vivacious abominations. Their im-
pieties were furely of a deep dye, which re-
quired the whole element of water to wath
them away, and overwhelmed their memo-
ries with themfelves; and fo fhut up the
firft windows of time, leaving no hiftories
of thofe longevous generations, when men
might have been properly hiftorians, when
Apam might have read long lectures unto
MEeTHUSELAH, and METHUSELAH unto
Noan, For had we been happy in juft hi-
frorical accounts of that unparallel’d world,
we might have been acquainted with won-
ders; and have underftood not a little of
the afts and undertakings of Moszs his

G 2 mighty
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tighty men, and men of renown of old ;
which might have enlarged our thoughts,

and made the world older unto us. For
- the unknown part of time fhortens the efti-
mation, if not the compute of it, What
hath efcaped our knowledge, falls not un-

der our conflideration ; and what i1s and will
be latent, is little better than non-exiftent.

S E CT. IL

OME things are dictated for our in-
firuction, fome acted for our imitation

wherein ’tis beft to afcend unto the higheft
conformity, and to the honour of the ex-
emplar. He honours Gop, who imitates

him ; for what we virtuoufly imitate we ap-
prove and admire : and fince we delight not
to imitate inferiors, we agerandize and mag-
nify thofe we imitate; fince alfo we are
moft apt to imitate thofe we love, we te-
flify our affeCtion in our imitation of the
inimitable. To affect to be like, may be no
imitation : to act, and not to be what we

pretend to umitate, 15 but a mimical con-
formation
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formation, and carrieth no virtue mnit. Lus
cifer imitated not G o p, when he faid he
‘would be like the Higheft; and 2 he imi-
tated not Jupiter, who counterfeited thun-
der. Where imitation can go no farther,
Jet admiration ftep on, whereof there is no
end in the wifeft form of men. Even an-
gels and fpirits have enough to admire n
their {ublimer natures; admiration being
the act of the creature, and not of Go b,
who doth not admire himfelf. Created na-
tures allow of fwelling hyperboles: no-
thing can be faid hyperbolically of Gop,
nor will his attributes admit of expreffions
above their own b exuperances. Trifme-
oiftus his circle, whofe center 1s every where,
and circumference no where, was no hyper-
bole. Words cannot exceed, where they
cannot exprefs enough. Ewen the moft
winged thoughts fall at the fetting out, and
reach not the portal of DiviniTy,

* Salmoneus. b Exaggerations.

3 SECT,
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SECT IL

IN * bivious theorems, and Janus-{aced
doctrines, let virtuous confiderations itate
the determination. Look upon opinons

as thou doft upon the moon, and choolc
not the dark hemifphere for thy contempla-
tion. Embrace not the opacous and blind
fide of opinions, but that which looks moft
Iuciferoufly or influentially unto goodnefs.
"T1s better to think that there are guardian
{pirits, than that there arc no [pirits to
ouard us; that viclous perfons are {laves,
than that there is any {ervitude in virtue;
that times paft have been better than times
prefent, than that times were always bad;
and that to be men it {ufficeth to be no bet.
ter than men 1n all ages, and {o promifcu-
oufly to {wim down the turbid ftream, and
make up the grand confufion. Sow no:
thy underftanding with opinions, which
make nothing of iniquities, and fallacioufly

a Speculations which open different tracks to the

mind,
cxtenuatd
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extenuate tranfgreffions.  Look upon vices
and vicious objetts, with hyperbolical eyes;

and rather enlarge their dimenfions, that
their unfeen deformities may not efcape thy
fenfe, and their poifonous parts and ftings
may appear mafly and monftrous unto thee :
for the undifcerned particles and atoms of

evil deceive us, and we are undone by the
invifibles of {eeming goodnefs. We are
only deceived in what is not difcerned, and

to err is but to be blind or dim-fighted as
to fome perceptions.

S ECT, IV.

’]’“‘ O be honeft 1n a b right line, and vir-
tuous by epitome, be firm unto fuch
principles of goodnefs, as carry in them vo-

lumes of inftruction and may abridge thy
labour. And fince inftructions are many,

hold clofe unto thofe, whereon the reft de-
pend : fo may we bave all mn afew, and

the law and the prophets in a rule ; the Sa-

b LineareQa brevifima. Firft edit.

G 4 cred
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cred Writ in 2 ftenography, and the Scrip-
ture in a nut-thell. To purfue the ofieous
and {olid part of goodnefs, which gives fla-
bility and rectitude to all the reft ; to fettle
on fundamental virtues, and bid early de-
fiance unto mother-vices, which carry in
their bowels the feminals of other iniqui-
ties; makes a fhert cut in goodnefs, and
{trikes not off an head but the whele neck
of Hydra. For we are carried- into the
dark lake, like the Agyptian river into the
fea, by feven principal oftiaries : the b mo-
ther-fins of that number are the deadly en-
oins of evil {pirits that undo us, and even
cvil {pirits them{elves 3 and he who 1s un-
der the chains thereof is not without a pof-
{cflion. Mary Magdalene had more than
{feven devils, if thefe with their imps were
in her ; and he who is thus poflefled, may
iterally be named ¢ Legion.” Where fuch
plants grow and profper, look for no cham-

a2 In Short-hand.
b Pride, covetoufnefs, luft, envy, gluttony, anger,

{loth. _
Plan
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pian ot region void of thorns; but produc-

tions like the ¢ tree of Goa, and forefts of
abomination.

SECT. V.

UIDE not the hand of Gop, nor

order the finger of the ALMIGHTY
unto thy will and pleafure 5 but fit quiet in
the foft thowers of ProviDENCE, and
favourable. diftributions in this world, ei-
ther to thyfelf or others. And fince not
only judgments have their errands, but
mercies their commiffions ; fnatch not at
every favour, nor think thyfelf pafifed by if
they fall upon thy neighbour. Rake not
up envious difplacences at things fuccefstul
unto others, which the wise pisposeRr of all

thinks not fit for thyfelf. Reconcile the
events of things unte both beings, that is,
of this world and the next: {fo will there

¢ Arbor Goa de Ruyz, or Ficus Indica, whofe
branches fend down fhoots which root in the oround,
from whence there fucceflively 1ife others, till one tree
becomes a wood,  Firfl ediz,

not
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not feem fo many riddles in PROVIDENCE,

nor various inequalities in the difpenfation
of things below. If thou doft not anoint

thy face, yet put not on fackcloth at the

felicities of others. Repining at the good,
draws on rejoicing at the evils of others:

and {o falls into that 2 inhumane vice, fot
which fo few languages have a name. The

blefled Spirits above rejoice at our happi-
nefs below : but to be glad at the evils of

one another, is beyond the malignity of
hell ; and falls not on evil fpirits, who,
tho” they rejoice at our unhappinefs, take
no pleafure at the afflitions of their own
fociety or of their fellow natures. Dege-
nerous heads! who muft be fain to learn
from fuch examples, and to be taught from
the fchool of hell,

3 ’E.m;wxeemx,fat. Firf} edjt,

s ECT,
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S ECT. VL
GRAIN not thy vicious ftains; nor

deepen thofe {wart tinCtures, which
temper, infirmity, or ill habits have fet up-
on thee; and fix not, by iterated deprava-
tions, what time might efface, or virtuous
wathes expunge. He, who thus ftill ad-
vanceth in iniquity, deepneth his deformed
hue ; turns a thadow into night, and makes
himfelf a Negro in the black jaundice ; and
fo becomes one of thofe loft ones, the dif-
proportionate pores of whofe brains afford
no entrance unto-good motions, but reflect
and fruftrate all counfels, deaf unto the
thunder of the laws, and rocks unto the
cries of charitable commiferators. He who
hath had the patience of Diogenes, to make
orations unto ftatues, may more fenfibly ap-
prehend how all words fall to the ground,
fpent upon {uch a furd and earlels genera-
tion of men, ftupid unto all inftruction,

a See note (a) page 13,

and
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-and rather requiring an exorcift than an ora-
tor for their converfion !

S E CT. VIL

URDEN not the back of 2 Aries,
Leo, or Taurus, with thy faults; not
make Saturn, Mars, or Venus, guilty of
thy follies. Think not to faften thy im-

perfections on the ftars, and fo defpairingly
concerve thylelf under a fatality of being
evil. Calculate thyfelt within; feek not
~thyfelf in the moon, but 1n thine own orb
or b microcofmical circumference. Let ce-

leftial afpeéts admonifh and advertife, not
conclude and determine thy ways. For
{ince good and bad ftars moralize not our
attions, and neither excufe or commend,
acquit or condemn our good or bad deeds
at the prefent or laft bar; fince fome are
aftrologically well difpofed, who are mo-
rally highly vicious ; not celeftial figures,
but virtuous {chemes, muft denominate and

@ The Ram, Lion, or Bull, figns in the zodiack.

© ¢ In the compafs of thy own httle world.”
ftate
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{tate our actions. If we rightly underftood
the names whereby G op calleth the ftars g
if we knew his name for the dog-fiar, or
by what appellation Jupiter Mars and Sa-
turn obey his will 3 it might be a welcome
acceffion unto aftrology, which fpeaks great
things, and is fain to make ufe of appella-
tions from Greek and barbarick {yftems.
Whatever influences impulfions or inclina-
tions there be from the lights above, it were
a piece of wifdom to make one of thofe
¢ wife men who overrule their ftars, and
with their own militia contend with the
hoft of heaven. Unto which attempt there
want not auxiliaries from the whole ftrength
of morality, fupplies from chriftian ethicks,
influences alfo and illuminations from a-

bove, more powerful than the lights of
heaven,

¢ Sapiens dominabitur aftns. Einft edis.

SECT,
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S EC T. VIL

#YONFOUND not the diftinctions of
L thy life which npature hath divided ;
that is, youth, adolefcence, manhood, and
old age: nor in thefe divided periods,
wherein thou art in a manner four, con-
ceive thyfelf but one.  Let every divifion
be happy in its proper virtues, nor one vice
run through all. Let each diftinction have
its falutary tranfition, and critically deliver
thee from the imperfections of the former,
fo ordering the whole, that prudence and
virtue may have the largeft fetion. Do as
a child but when thou art a child, and ride
not on a reed at twenty, He who hath not
taken leave of the follies of his ybuth,
and in his maturer ftate fcarce got out of
that divifion, difproportionately divideth his
days, crowds up the latter part of his life,
and leaves too narrow a corner for the age
of wifdom; and fo hath room to be a man,
fcarce longer than he hath been a youth.

Rather than to make this confufion, anti-
| cipaté
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cipate the virtues of age, and live long
without the infirmities of it. So may’kt
thou count up thy days as fome do
2 Apam’s, that is Dy anticipation; {o
may’ft thou be coetaneous unto thy elders,
and a father unto thy contemporaries.

, S ECT IX.
/

YX7HILTE others are curious in the

choice of good air, and chiefly folli-
citous for healthful habitations, ftudy thou
converfation, and be critical in thy confor-
tion. The afpelts, conjunétions, and con-
figurations of the ftars, which mutually di-
verfify, intend, or qualify their influences,

are but the varieties of their nearer or far-

ther converfation with one another, and like
the confortion of men, whereby they be-
come better or worfe, and even exchange
their natures. Since men live by examples,
and will be imitating fomething; order thy

imitation to thy improvement, not thy ruin.
s A p a M, thought to be created in the flate or man,

2bout thirty years old.  frff o4,
ook
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Look not for rofes in # Attalus his garden,
or wholefome flowers in a venomous plan-
tation.  And fince there 15 fcarce any one
bad, but fome others are the worfe for him;
tempt not contagion by proximity, and ha-
zard not thyfell in the fhadow of corrup-
tion. He who hath not early {uffered this
fhipwreck, and in his younger days efcaped
this Charybdis, may make a happy voyage,
and not come in with ® black fails into the
port,  Self-converfation, or to be alone, is
better than {uch confortion.  Some {chool-
men teil us, that he 15 properly alone, with
whom in the {fame place there is no other of
the fame {pecies. Nabuchodonozor - was
alone, though among the beafts of the field;
and a wife man may be tolerably faid to be
alone, though with a rabble of people little
better than beafts about him.  Unthinking
heads, who have not learn’d to be alone,

a Attaius made a garden which contained only ve-

nomous plants. 77 edit.
b Alluding to the flory of Thefeus, who had black

fails when he went to engage the Minotaur in Crete.

A3k
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are 1 a prifon to themfelves, if they be not
alfo with others: whereas, on the contrary,
they whofe thoughts are in a fair, and hurry
within, are fometimes fain to retire into

company, to be out of the crowd of them-
felves. He who muft needs have com-

pany, muft needs have {fometimes bad com-
pany. Be able to be alone. Lofe not the
advantage of folitude, and the fociety of
thylelf ; nor be only content, but delight
to be alone and fingle with O M~ 1 p R E-
SENCY. He who is thus prepared, the
day is not uneafy nor the night black unto
him.  Darknefs may bound his eyes, not his
imagination. In his bed he may lie, like
¢ Pompey and his fons, in all quarters of
the earth ; may fpeculate the univerfe, and
enjoy the whole world in the hermitage of
himfelf, Thus the old Afcetick chriftians
found a paradife in a defert, and with litcle
converfe on earth held a converfation in hea-
ven 3 thus they aftronomiz’d in caves, and
° Pompeios Juvenes Afia atque Europa, fed ipfam
Terra tegit Lib}fes, Firft ediz.
H though
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though they beheld not the ftars, had the
clory of heaven before them.

SECT X

E T the charaGers of good things ftand

< indelibly in thy mind, and thy thoughts
be active on them. Truft not too much
unto fuggeftions from 2 reminifcential amu-
lets, or artificial memorandums. Let the
mortifying Janus of ° Covarrubias be in
thy daily thoughts, not only on thy hand
and fignets., Rely not alone upon filent
and dumb remembrances. Behold not

2 Any thing worn on the hand or body, by way of
monition or remembrance.

b Don Sebaftian de Covarrubias, writ three centu-
rics of moral emblems in Spanifh. In the 88th of the
fecond century he {ets down two faces averfe, and con-
joined Janus-like ; the one a gallant beautiful face,
the other a death’s-head face, with this motto out of

Ovid’s Metamorpholis,

Quid fuerim, quid fimque, vide.
Firfl edit.

You difcern
What now I am, and what I was thall learn. Aprnis.

Ay ——— g Y

death’s
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death’s heads till thou doeft not fee them,
nor Jook upon mortifying objeéts till thou

overlook’ft them, Forget not how affue-
faction anto any thing minorates the paffion
from it; how conftant objects lofe their
hints, and fteal an inadvertifement upon us.
There is no excufe to forget what every
thing prompts unto us. To thoughtful ob-
fervators, the whole world 1s a © phylaétery;
and every thing we {ce an item of the wil-
dom, power, or goodnefs of Gop. Hap-
py are they who verify their amulets, and
make their phylacteries fpeak in their lives
and actions. To run onin delpight of the
revalfions and pull-backs of fuch remora’s,
aggravates our tranforefflions. When death’s-
heads on our hands have no mfluence up-
on our heads, and flelhlefs cadavers abate
not the exorbitances of the flefh ; when
crucifixes upon mens’ hearts fupprefs not
their bad commotions, and his image who
was murdered for us withholds not from
blood and murder; phyladteries prove but

¢ See page 29, note (a).
H » fOI’f
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formalities, and their defpifed hints {harpen
our condemnations,

S E C T, XL

O OK not for whales in the Euxine {ea,

or expelt great matters where they are

not to be found. Seek not for profundity
in fhallownefs, or fertility in a wildernefs,
Place not the expectation of great happinefs
here below, or think to find heaven on
earth 3 wherein we muft be content with
embryon-felicities, and fruitions of doubt-
ful faces: for the circle of our felicities
makes but fhort arches. In every clime
we are in a @ peri{cian {tate ; and, with our
light, our thadow and darknefs walk about
us. Our contentments ftand upon the tops

of pyramids ready to fall off, and the infe-
curity of their enjoyments abrupteth our

tranquillities. 'What we magnity is magni-

a ¢« With fhadows all round us.” The Perifcii are
thofe, who, living within the polar circle, fee the fun

move round them, and confcquently projett their fha-
dows in all direCtions.

ficent,
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ficent, but, like to the Coloflus, noble
without, ftuft with rubbidee and coarfe
metal within. Even the fun, whofe glorious

outfide we behold, may have dark and {moky
entrails, In vain we admire the luftre of
any thing feen : that which 1s truly glo-
rious, is invifible.  Paradife was but a part
of the eatth, loft not only to our fruition
but our knowledge. And if, according to
old diétates, no man can be faid to be happy
before death 3 the happinefs of this life goes
for nothing before it be over, and while we

think ourfelves happy we do but ufurp that
name. Certainly, true beatitude groweth

not on earth, nor hath this world 1 it the
expectations we have of it. He fwims in
b oil, and can hardly avoid finking, who
hath fuch light foundations to fupport him :
’tis, therefore, happy, that we have two
worlds to hold on. To enjoy true happi-

nefs, we muft travel into a very far coun-
iy, and even out of ourfelves; for the

> Which being a light fluid, cannot fupport any

hCﬂ.‘i"}’ bOL]:
H 3 pear]
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pearl we feek for is not to be found in the
Indian, but in the 2 Empyrean ocean.

'SECT XL
NSWER not the fpur of fury, and

be not prodigal or prodigious in -re-
venge. Make not one in the b Hiftoria
horribilis 3 ¢ flay not thy fervant for a bro-
ken glafs, nor¢ pound him in a mortar

who offendeth thee ; fupererogate not in the
worlt fenfe, and overdo not the neceffities
of evil; humour not the injuftice of re-

venge. Be not {toically miftaken in the

equality of fins, nor commutatively ini-
quous 1n the valuation of tranigreffions;

@ “ In the expanfes of the higheft heaven.”

b A book {o intitled, wherein are {undry horrid ac-
counts.  furft edit,

¢ When Auguftus {upped with one of the Roman
fenators, a flave happened to break a glafs, for which
his mafter ordered lim to be thrown into his pond to
fced his lampreys,  Auguftus, to punifh his craeltys
ordered all the glafles in the houfe to be broken.

d Anaxarchus, an antient philofopher, was bcaten
11 2 mortar vy a tyrant,

but
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but weigh them in the {cales of heaven,
and by the weights of righteous reafon.
Think that revenge too high, which is but
Jevel with the offence. Let thy arrows of
revenge fly fhort or be aimed like thofe of
JornaTuaN, to fall befide the mark. Too
many there be to whom a dead enemy
fmells well, and who find musk and am-
ber in:revenge, The ferity of fuch minds
holds no rule in retaliations, requiring too
often a head for a tooth, and the fupreme
revenge for trefpaffes which a night’s reft
fhould obliterate,  But patient meeknefs
takes injuries like pills, not chewing but
fwallowing them down, laconically fuffer-
ing, and filently pafling them over; while
angered pride makes a noile, like ¢ Ho- -
merican Mars, at every {cratch of offences.

e Tu mifer exclamas, ut Stentora vincere poflis,
Vel potius quantum Gradivus Homericus. Juv.
Firfl edit,
You rage and ftorm, and blafphemoufly lound,

As Srentor bellowing to the Grecian crowd,
CRELCH,

Or Homer's Mars.

H 4 Since
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Since * women do moft delight i revenge,
it may feem but feminine manhood to be
vindicative. If thou.muft needs have thy
revenge of thine enemy, with a b foft

tongue break his bones, heap coals of fire
on his head, forgive him and enjoy it. T
forgive our enemies is a charming way of
revenge, and a fhort Ceefarian conquelt
overcoming without a blow; laying our
enemies at our feet, under {orrow, fhame,
and repentance ; leaving our foes our friends,
and follicitoufly inclined to grateful retalia-
tions. Thus to return upon our adveria-
ries, is a healing way of revenge; and to do
good for evil a foft and melting ultion, a

Minuti

~ Semper et infirmi ¢t animi exiguique voluptas,
Ultio Sic collige, quod vindi&ta
Ncmo magis gaudet, quam feemina. Juv.

a

Revenge ! which {lill we find
FThe weakeft frailty of a feeble mind.

Degenerous paflion, and for man too bafe,
1t {eats its empire in the female race. CREECH.

b A {oft tongue breaketh the bones, Prov. xxv. 13.
Firft edit.
method
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method taught from heaven to keep all
fmooth on earth, Common forceable ways
make not an end of evil, but leave hatred
and malice behind them. An enemy thus
reconciled is little to be trufted, as wanting
the foundation or love and charity, and but
for a time reftrained by difadvantage or
mability. If thou haft not mercy for others,
yet be not cruel unto thylelf. To rumi-
nate upon evils, to make critical notes up-
on imuries, and be too acute in their appre-

henfions ; is to add unto our own tortures,
to feather the arrows of our enemies, to

lath ourfelves with the fcorpions of our
foes, and to refolve to fleep no more: fer
injuries long dreamt on, take away at laft
all reft; and he fleeps but like Regulus,
who bufieth his head about them.

S ECT. XIL
AM U S E not thyfelf about the riddles

of future things. Study prophecies
when they are become hiftories, and paft

hovering in their caules, Lye well things
palt
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paft and prefent, and let conjettural faga-
city {uffice for things to come. There 1s a
{fober latitude for prefcience in contingen-
ces of difcoverable tempers, whereby dif~
cerning heads fee lometimes beyond their
eyes, and wife men become prophetical.
Leave cloudy predictions to their periods,
and let appointed feafons have the lot of
their accomplithments. °Tis too early to.
ftudy fuch prophecies before they have been
Jong made, before fome train of their caufes
have already taken fire, laying open in part
what lay obfcure and before buried unto us.
For the voice of prophecies is like that of
whifpering-places : they who are near, or
at a little diftance, hear nothing; thofe at
the farthelt extremity will underftand all.
But a retrograde cognition of times paft,
and things which have already been, is more
fatisfactory than a fufpended knowledge of
what 1s yet unexiftent, And the greateft
part of time being already wrapt up in
rhings behind us; 1’s now fomewhat late
to bait after things before us; for futurity

{till
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ftill fhortens, and time prefent fucks in
time to come.  What is prophetical in one
age proves hiftorical in another, and fo muft
hold on unto the laft of time; when there
will be no room for prediction, when Janus
fhall lofe one face, and the long beard of
time fhall look like thofe of Davip’s fer-
vants, fhorn away upon one {ide; and
when, if the expected Erias fhould appear,
he might fay much of what is paft, not
much of what’s to come.

S ECT. XIV.

LIVE unto the dignity of thy nature,
and leave it not difputable at lalf,
whether thou haft been a man; or, fince
thou art a ‘compofition of man and bealft,
how thou haft predominantly pafled thy
days, to ftate the depomination. Un-man
not, therefore, thyfelf by a beftial trans-
formation, nor realize .old fables, Ex-
pofe not thyfelf by four-footed manners
unto monftrous draughts, and caricatura
reprefentations,  Think not after the old
Pytha-
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Pythagorean conceit, what beaft thou may’ft
be after death. Be not under any brutal
* metemplychofis while thou liveft, and
walkeft about ere¢tly under the {cheme of
man. In thine own circumference, as in

that of the earth, let the rational horizon
be larger than the fenfible, and the circle
of reafon than of fenfe: let the divine part
be upward, and the region of beaft below ;
otherwife, ’tis but to live invertedly, and
with thy head unto the heels of thy anti-

podes. Defert not thy title to a divine par-
ticle and union with invifibles, Let true

knowledge and wvirtue tell the lower
world, thou art a part of the higher. Let
thy thoughts be of things which have not
entred into the hearts of beafts: think of
things long paft, and long to come: ac-
quaint thylelf with the ® choragium of the
ftars, and confider the vaft expanfion be-
yond them, Let intelleCtual tubes give
thee a glance of things, which vifive organs

reach not. IHave a olimpfe of incompre-

3 See page (2, note a). » Dance.
henlibles g
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henfibles ; and thoughts of things, which
thoughts but tenderly touch. Lodge im-
materials in thy head ; afcend unto invifi-
bles ; fill thy {pirit with {pirituals, with the
myfteries of faith, the magnalities of reli-
gion, and thy life with the honour of
Gop; without which, though giants in
wealth and dignity, we are but dwarfs and
pygmies in humanity, and may hold a piti-
ful rank in that triple divifion of mankind
into heroes men and beafts. For thouga
human fouls are faid to be equal, yet is
there no {mall inequality in their opera-
tions ; fome maintain the allowable ftation
of men; many are far below it; and fome
have been fo divine, as to approach the
¢« Apogeum of their natures, and to be 1n

the confinivm of {pirits,

¢ To the utmoft point of diftance from carth and
carthly things.

~ECT,
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SECT XV.

EHOLD thyfelf by inward opticks

and the 2 cryftalline of thy {oul,
Strange it is, that in the moft perfet fenfe
there thould be fo many fallacies, that we
are fain to make a dorine, and often to
fee by art. But the greatell imperfetion is
in our inward fight, that is, to be gholts
unto our own eyes; and while we are fo
fharp-fighted as to look thorough others,
to be invifible unto ourfelves; for the in-
ward eyes are more fallacious than the out-
ward. The vices we {coff at in others,

laugh at us within ourfelves. Avarice pride

falthood lie undifcerned and blindly in us,
even to the age of blindnefs: and, there-
fore, to {ce ourlelves interiourly, we are
fain to borrow other men’s eyes ; where-
in true friends are good informers, and
cenfurers no bad friends, Confcience on-
ly, that can fee without light, fits in the

2 Alluding to the cryftalline humour of the eye.

Areopagy
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c Arcopagy and dark tribunal of our hearts,
furveying our thoughts and condemning
their obliquities. Happy is that ftate of vi-
fion that can fee without light, though all
fhould look as before the creation, when
there was not an eye to fee, or light to ac-
tuate a vifion : wherein, notwithftanding, ob-
fcurity is only imaginable refpectively unto
cyes 3 for unto Gop thers was none: eter-
nal light was ever y created light was for the
creation, not himfelf 3 and as he faw before
the fun, may ftill alfo fee without it. In
the city of the new Jerufalem there is nei-
ther fun nor moon; where glorified eyes
muft fee by the <" Archetypal fun, or the
light of Gop, able to illuminate intellec-
tual eyes, and make unknown vifions. In-
tuitive perceptions in {piritual beings may,
perhaps, hold fome analogy unto vifion:
but yet how they fee us, or one another,
what eye, what light, or what perception is
required unto their intuition, is yet dark

b The great court, like the Areopagus of Athens.
¢ Original.

unto
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unto our apprehenfion ; and even how they
{feec Gop, or how unto our glorified eyes the
beatifical vifion will be celebrated, another

world muft tell us, when perceptions will
be new, and we may hope to behold 1n-
vifibles.

SECT. XVL

H E N all looks fair about, and thou

feett not a cloud {o big as a hand to
threaten thee, forget not the wheel of
things: think of {fullen wviciffitudes, but
beat not thy brains to foreknow them. Be
armed againft fuch obfcurities, rather by
fubmiffion than fore-knowledge. The know-
Jedge of future evils mortifies prefent feli-
cities, and there i1s more content in the un-
certainty or ignorance of them. This fa-
vour our Saviov R vouchiafed unto PETER,
when he foretold not his death in plain
terms, and {o by an ambiguous and cloudy
delivery dampt not the {pirit of his difci-
ples. But in the affured fore-knowledge of

the deluge, Noan lived many years under
the
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the affliction of a flood ; and Jerufalem was
taken unto JEREMY, before it was befieged.
And, therefore, the wifdom of aftrologers,
who fpeak of future things, hath wifely
foftned the feverity of their doérines; and
even 1n their fad predictions, while they tell
us of inclination not coaétion from the
ftars, they kill us not with Stygian oaths
and mercilefs neceflity, but leave us hopes
of evalion.

S E C T, XVIL

t thou haft the brow to endure the name

of traitor, perjur’d, or oppreflor, yet
cover thy face when ingratitude is thrown at
thee, If that cegenerous vice poflefs thee,
hide thyfelf in the fhadow of thy fhame,
and pollute not noble fociety,  Grateful in~
oenuities are content to be obliged within
iome compals of retribution ; and being de-
prefled by the weight of iterated favours,
may {o labour under their inabilities of re-
quital, as to abate the content from kind-
nciles, But narrow felf-ended fouls make

1 pre-
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prefcription of good offices, and obliged by
often favours think others ftill due unto
them: whereas, if they but once fail, they
prove {o perverfely ungrateful, as to make
nothing of former courtefies, and to bury
all that’s paft. Such tempers pervert the
generous courfe of things; for they difcou-
rage the inclinations of noble minds, and
make beneficency cool unto aéts of obliga-
tion, whereby the grateful world fhould
fubfift, and have their confolation. Com-
mon gratitude mult be kept alive by the ad-
ditionary fuel of new courtefies : but genc-
rous gratitudes, though but once well obli-
oed, without quickening repetitions or ex-
pectation of new favours, have thankful
minds for ever; for they write not their ob-
ligations in fandy but marble merories,
which wear not out but with themfelves.

S E CT. XVIIL

HINK not filence the wifdom of
fools; but, if rightly timed, the ho-
nour of wife men, who have not the infir-
mity,
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mity, but the virtue of taciturnity ; and
fpeak not out of the abundance, but the
well-weighed thoughts of their hearts, Such

filence may be eloguence, and fpeak thy
worth above the power of words, Make

fuch a one thy friend, in whom princes

may be happy, and great counfels fuecefsful.
Let him have the key of thy heart, who
hath the lock of his own, which no tempta-
tion can open; where thy fecrets may laft-

ingly lie, like the lamp in Olybius his # urn,
alive, and light, but clofe and invifible,

o B C T XIX.

E T thy oaths be facred, and promifes

be made upon the altar of thy heart,
Call not Jove ® to witnefs, with a ftone in

one hand, and a ftraw in anothery and fo
make chaff and f{tubble of thy vows.
Worldly fpirits, whofe intereft is their be-

2 VWhich after many hundred years was found burn-
wg under ground, and went out as foon as the air
came'to 1t.  Firfl adit.

b Jovem lapidem jurare. “Firfl edit,

R lief,
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lief, make cobwebs of obligations ; and, if

they can find ways to elude the 2 urn of
the Pretor, will truft the thunderbolt of

Jupiter: and, therefore, if they fhould as
deeply {wear as b Ofman to Bethlem Ga-
bor ; yet whether they would be bound by
thofe chains, and not find ways to cut {uch
Gordian knots, we could have no juit affu-
rance. But honeft mens’ words are Styglan
oaths, and promifes inviolable. Thefe are
not the men for whom the fetters of law
were firft forged ; they needed not the fo-
lemnefs of oaths ; ¢ by keeping their faith
they {wear, and evacuate fuch confirmations.

S ECT. XX

T "HOUGH the world be hiftrionical,
and moft men live ironically, yet be

thou what thou fingly art, and perfonate

2 The veflel, into which the ticket of condemna-

tion or acquittal was caft.
. b See the oath of Sultan Ofman in his life, in the

addition to Knolls his Turkifh hiftory. Firf edit,
¢ Colendo fidem jurant, Curtivus. Firf? edit..

only
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only thyfelf. Swim {moothly in the ftream
of thy nature, and live but one man. To
fingle hearts doubling is difcruciating : fuch
tempers muft {weat to diffemble, and prove
but hypocritical hypocrites,  Simulation
muit be fhort : men do not eafily continue
a counterfeiting life, or diffemble unto
death. He who counterfeiteth, ats a part 3
and 1s, as it were, out of himfelf ; which, it
long, proves fo irkfome, that men are glad
to pull off their vizards, and refume them-
felves again ; no practice being able to na-
turalize {uch unnaturals, or make a man
reft content not to be himfelf, And, there-
fore, fince fincerity is thy temper, let vera-

city be thy virtue, in words, manners, and
actions. To offer at iniquities, which have

{o little foundations in thee, were to be vi-
cious up-hill, and ftrain for thy condemna-
tion. Perfons vicloully inclined, want no
wheels to make them aétively vicious; as
having the elater and fpring of their own
natures to facilitate their iniquities, And,
therefore, {0 many, who are finiftrous unto

Iz good
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good actions, are ambi-dexterous unto bid;
and Vulcans in virtuous paths, Achilicles 1n
vICIOuS 1motions.

S ECT. XXl

T E ST notin the high-firain’d paradoxcs

of old philofophy, fupported by naked
reafon, and the reward of mortal felicity ;
but labour in the ethicks of faith, built up-
on heavenly afiiftance, and the happinefs of
both beings. Underftand the rules, but
{wear not unto the doétrines of @ Zeno or
Epicurus. Look beyond b Antoninus, and
terminate not thy morals -1n ® Seneca or
b Epictetus. Let not the twelve, but the
two tables be thy law : let Pythagoras be
thy remembrancer, not thy textuary and
final inftructer 3 and learn the vanity of the
world, rather from Soromon than ¢ Phocy-
lydes. Sleep mnot in the dogmas of the

2 The authors of the Stoical and Epicurcan philo-
fophy. |

b Stoical philofophers.

A writer of moral {entences in vente,

Peripatus,
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i Peripatus, Academy, or Porticus, Be a
moralift of the ¢ mount, an Epiftetus in
the faith, and chriftianize thy notions.

S E C T, XXII

EN feventy or eighty years, a man may

have a deep guft of the world; know
what it 15, what 1t can afford, and what ’tis
to have been a man. Such a latitude of
years may hold a confiderable corner in the
general map of time; and a man may have
a curt epitome of the whole courfe thereof
in the days of his own life; may clearly fee
he hath but acted over his fore-fathers;
what it was to live in ages paft, and what
living will be in all ages to come.

H & is like to be the beft judge of time,
who hath lived to fee about the fixtieth part
thereof, Perlons of {hort times may know
what ’tis to live, but not the hfe of man,
who, having little behind them, are but

d Three {choois of philofophy. .
¢ That is, according to the rules laid down 1 our

Saviour’s fermon on the mount,

1 4 Janufes
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Janufes of ong face, and know not fingu-
larities enough to raife axioms of this world
but fuch a compafs of years will thew new
examples of old things, paralleliims of oc-
currences through the whole courfe of time,

and nothing be monitrous unto him;
who may in that time underftand not only
the varieties of men, but the variation of
himfelf, and how many men he hath been
in that extent of time,

H e may have a clofe apprehenfion what
it is to be forgotten, while he hath lived to
find none who could remember his father,
or fcarce the friends of his youth; and may
fenfibly fee with what a face in no long
time oblivion will look upon himfelf. His
progeny may never be his pofterity ; he
may go out of the world lefs related- than
he came into it; and, confidering the fre-
quent mortality in friends and relations, in
fuch a term of time, he may pals away divers
years in {orrow and black habits, and leave
none to mourn for himfelf; orbity may be
his inheritance, and riches his repentance.

I
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- I~ fuch a thred of time, and long ob-
fervation of men, he may acquire a phy-
fiognomical mtuitive knowledge ; judge
the interiors by the outlide, and raife con-
jeftures at firft fight ; and knowing what
men have been, what they are, what chil-
dren probably will be, may in the prefent
age behold a good part and the temper of
the next; and fince fo many live by the
rules of conftitution, and {o few overcome
their temperamental inclinations, make no

improbable predictions.
SucH a portion of time will afford a

large profpe¢t backward, and authentick
refleCtions how far he hath performed the
oreat intention of his being, in the honour
of his M a k E Ry whether he hath made
oood the principles of his nature, and what
he was made to be 5 what characteriftick and
fpecial mark he hath left, to be obfervable
in his generation ; whether he hath lived to
purpofe or invaia ; and what he hath added,
atted, or performed, that might confider-

ably fpeak him a man.
In
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I fuch an age, delights will be unde-
lightful, and pleafures grow {tale unto him;
antiquated theorems will revive, and 2 So-
LoMoNn’s maxims be demonftrations unto
him ; hopes or prefumptions be over, and
defpair grow up of any fatisfaction below.
And having been long tofled in the ocean
of this world, he will by that time feel the
in-draught of another, unto which this
feems but p'reparatory, and without it of no
high value. He will experimentally find
the emptinefs of all things, and the nothing
of what is paft ; and wifely grounding upon
true chriftian expectations, finding fo much
paft, will wholly fix upon what is to come,
He will long for perpetuity, and live as
though he made hafte to be happy. The
faft may prove the prime part of his life,
and thofe his beft days which he lived

neareft heaven.

3 That all 1s vamty.

s I CT,
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S EC T. XXIII.

LI V E happy in the Elizium of a virtu-
— oufly compofed mind, and let intellec-
tual contents exceed the delights wherein
nere pleafurifts place their paradife,  Bear
not too. flack reins upon pleafure, nor let
complexion or contagion betray thee unto
the exorbitancy of delight. Make pleafure
thy recreation or intermiflive relaxation, not
thy Diana, life and proleffion. Voluptu-
ouinefs is as Infatiable as covetoufnefs.
Tranquillity i1s better than jollity, and to
appeale pain than to invent pleafure,  Qur
hard entrance into the world, our miferable
gomng out of it, our ficknefles, diftur-
bances, and fad rencounters in it, do cla-
moroully tell us we come not 1nto the world
to run a race of delight, but to periorm the
{ober- alts and ferious purpofes of man
which to omit were foully to mifcarry in
the advantage of humanity, to play away
an uniterable life, and to have lived in vain,
Forget not the capital end, and frulirate

not
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not the opportunity of once living. Dream
not of any kind of 2 metempiychofis or
tranfanimation, but into thine own body,
and that after a long time; and then alfo
unto wail or blifs, according to thy firft and
fundamental life. Upon a curricle in this
world depends a long courfe of the next,
and upon a narrow {cene here an endlels ex-

panfion hereafter. In vain fome think to
have an end of their beings with their lives,

Things cannot get out of their natures, or
be or not be in defpight of their conftitu-
tions, Rational exiftences in heaven perifh
not at all, and but partially on earth: that
which is thus once, will in fome way be al-
ways : the firft living human foul is ftill a-
live, and all Apam hath found no period.

S E C T, XXIV.

INCE the ftars of heaven do differ in
glory; fince it hath pleafed the At-
MiGHTY hand to honour the north-pole

with lights above the {outh ; fince there are

3 oee note (a) page 62,
fome
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fome ftars fo bright that they can hardly be
looked on, fome {0 dim that they can fcarce
be {feen, and vaft numbers not to be feen at
all even by artificial eyes; read thou the

earth 1n beaven, and things below from
above. l.ook contentedly upon the fcatter-
ed difference of things, and expeét not
equality, in luftre, dignity, or perfection, in
regions or perfons below; where numercus
numbers muft be content to ftand like lac-
teous or nebulous ftars, litile taken notice
of, or dim in their generations. All which

may be contentedly allowable in the affairs
and ends of this world, and in {ufpenfion
unto what will be in the order of things
hereafter, and the new {yftem of mankind
which will be in the world to come ; when
the laft may be the firft, and the firft the laft;
when Lazarus may it above Celar, and the
juft obfcure on earth fhall fhine like the fun
in heaven; when perfonations fhall ceale,
and hiftrionifm of happinefs be over; when
reality {hall rule, and all fhall be as they

fhall be for ever.
SECT.
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S ECT XXV.
H E N the Stoick faid that 2 life

would not be accepted, if it were of-
fered unto fuch as knew it, he Ipoke too
meanly of that ftate of being which placeth
us 1n the form of men. It more depreciates
the value of this life, that men would not
live it over again ; for although they would
{till live on, yet few or none can endure to
think of being twice the fame men upon
earth, -and fome had rather never have lived
than to tread over their days once more.
b Cicero in a profperous {tate had not the
patience to think of beginning 1n a cradle
again. Jon would not only curfe the day
of his nativity, but alfo of his renafcency,
if he were to act over his difafters and the
miferics of the dunghil. But the greateit
underweening of this life is to undervalue

s Vitam nemo acciperet, fi daretur {cientibus.

SENECA. Firff edit.

b §i quis Deus mihi Jargiatur, ut repueraicam et in
cunis vagiam, valde recafem. Cic. de Senellute.

that,
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that, unto which this 1s but exordial or a
paffage leading unto it.  The great advan-
tage of this mean life 15 thereby to ftand in
a capacity of a berter ; for the colonies of
heaven muft be drawn from earth, and the
fons of the firft Apan are only hetrs unto
the fecond. Thus ApaM came into this
world with the power alfo of another; nor
only to replenifh the earth, but the everlaft-
ing manfions of heaven. Where we were
when the foundations of the earth were laid,
¢ when the morning fiars fang together,
and all the fons of Gop fhouted for joy,
He muft anfwer who asked it; who un-
derftands entities of preordination, and be-
ings yet unbeing ; who hath in his intelle&
the ideal exiftences of things, and entities
before their extances. Though it looks but
like an imaginary kind of exiftency, to be
beiore we are ; yet fince we are under the
decree or prefcience of a fure and Omnipo-

TENT Power, it may be fomewhat more
¢ Job xxxviil,

than
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than a non-entity, to be in that mind, unto
which all things are prefent,

| S ECT. XXVL
F the end of the world fhall have the

* fame foregoing figns, as the period of
empires, {tates, and dominions in 1t, that

is, corruption of manners, inhuman dege-
nerations, and deluge of iniquities ; it may
be doubted, whether that final time be {o
far off, of whofe day and hour there can be
no prefcience. But while all men doubt,
and none can determine how long the
world fhall laft, fome may wonder that it
~hath fpun out fo iong and unto our days.
For if the ALMmigHTY had not determin’d
a fixed duration unto 1t, according to his
mighty and merciiul defignments in ity it
he had not faid unto it, as he did unto a
part of it, hitherto fhalt ‘thou go and no
farther ; if we confider the inceflant and
cutting provocations from the earth;.it is
not without amazement, how his patience

hath permicted {o long 2 continyance unto
it 3
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it 5 how he, who curfed the earth in the firft
days of the firft man, and drowned it i
the tenth generation after, fhould thus laft-

ingly contend with flefh, and yet defer the
laft fames, For fince he is fharply pro-
voked every moment, yet punifheth to
pardon, and forgives to forgive again;
what patience could be content to act over
{fuch viciffitudes, or accept of repentances
which muft have after-penitences, his good-
- nefs can only tell us. And furely if the
patience of HEAVEN were not praportion-
able unto the provocations from earth, there
needed an interceffor not only for the fins,
but the duration of this world, and to lead
it up unto the prefent computation, With-
out - fuch a merciful - longanimity, the hea-
vens would never be {o aged as to grow
old like a garment. It were 1n vain to in-
fer from the dotrine of the fphere, that
the time might come, when Capella, a
noble northern ftar, would have its motion
in the Aquator; that the northern zodia-

cal figns would at length be the fouthern,
K the
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the fouthern the northern, and Capticorn
become our Cancer. However, therefore,
the wifdom of the CreaTor hath ordered
the duration of the world, yet fince the
end thereof brings the accomplifhment of
our happinefs, fince fome would be content
that it thould have no end, fince evil men
and {pirits do fear it may be too fhort,
fince good men hope it may not be too
long; the prayer of the faints under the
altar will be the fupplication of the righ-
teous world, that his mercy would abridge
their languithing expectation, and haften
the accomplifhment of their happy ftate to

COITIC.

S EC T. XXVIL

HOUGH good men are often ta-

ken away from the evil to come;
though fome in evil days have been glad
that they were old, nor long to Dbehold
the iniquities of a wicked world, or judg-
ments threatened by them; yet is it no
imall fatisfaCtion unto honeft minds, to
icave
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leave the world in virtuous well-temper’d
times, under a profpet of good to come,
and continuation of worthy ways accept-
able unto Gop and man. Men who dic
in deplorable days, which they regretfully
behold, have not their eyes clofed with the
like content; while they cannot avoid the
thoughts of proceeding or growing enor-
mities, difpleafing unto that Sp1Rr 1T UN-
to whom they are then going, whoie ho-
nour they defire in all times and through-
out all generations. If Lucifer could be
freed from Lis difmal place, he would
little care though the reft were left behind.
Too many there may be of @ Nero’s mind,
who, if their own turn were {erved, would
not regard what became of others; and,
when they die them{elves, care not if all
perith,  But good men’s wifhes extend

-

beyond their lives, for the happinefs of

a Nero often had this faying in his mouth,
"Fyg Sdvor] O ydie pryliTe wver:
¢« when T am once dead, let the earth and fire be

“ jumbled together.” .
K 2  fimes
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times to come, and never to be known un-
to them. And, therefore, while fo many

queftion prayers for the dead, they chari-
tably pray for thofe who are not yet alive;
they are not fo envioufly ambitious to go to
heaven by themfelves; they cannot but
humbly wifh, that the little flock might
be greater, the narrow gate wider, and that,
as many are called, fo not a few might be

chofen.

S E C T. XXVIII,

H AT a greater number of angels

remained in heaven, than fell from
it. the fchool-men will tell usy that the
number of blefled fouls will not come
fhort of that waft number of fallen {pirits,
we have the favourable calculation of others.
What age or century hath {fent moft {ouls
unto heaven, he can tell who vouchfafeth
that honour unto them. Though the num-
ber of the blefled muft be complete before
the world can pafs away; yet fince the

world itfelf feems in the wane, and we have
no



[ 133 ]

110 fuch comfortable prognofticks of latter:
times ; fince a greater part of time is fpun.
than is to come, and the blefled roll already
much replenifhed ; happy are thofe pieties,
which follicitoufly look about, and haften to

make one of that already much filled and
abbreviated lift to come.

S EC T. XXIX.

HINK not thy time fhort in this
world, fince the world itfelf is not

long. The created world is but a {mall pa-
renthelis in eternity ; and a fhort interpofi-
tion for a time between fuch a ftate of du-
ration, as was before it and may be after 1t,
And if we fhould allow of the old tradi-
tion, that the world fthould laft fix thoufand
years, it could fcarce have the name of old,

fince the firlt man lived near a fixth part
thereof, and feven Methufelahs would ex-

ceed 1ts whole duration. However, to pal-
liate the fhortnefs of our lives, and fome-
what to compenfate our brief term in this
world, it’s good to know as much 25 WC

Can
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can of 1t; and alfo, fo far as poffibly in us
lieth, to hold fuch a theory of times paft,
as though we had fcen the fame. He who

hath thus confidered the world, as alfo how

therein things long paft have been anfwered
by things prefent ; how matters in one age

have been atted over in another ; and how
there is nothing new under the fun; may

conceive himifelf in fome manner to have
lived from the beginning, and to be as old

as the world 3 and if he fhould ftill live on,
’twould be but the {fame thing.

S ECT, XXX

ASTLY; 2 if length of days be thy
portion, make it not thy expeltation,

Reckon not upon long lifc : think every day

2 Omnem credc diem tibi diluxifle fupremum,
Grata {uperveniet quz non {perabitur hora, Hog.

Believe, that ev’ry morning’s ray

Hath lighted up thy lateft day ;

Then, 1if to-morrow’s {un be thine,

With double luitre fhall it fhipe, Francis.

the
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the laft, and live always beyond thy account:
He that fo often furviveth his expeltation
lives many lives, and will {carce complain
of the thortnefs of his days. ‘Time paft is

gone like a fhadow; make time to come

prefent.  Approximate thy latter times by

prefent apprehenfions of them : be like
neighbour unto the grave, and think there

is but little to come, And fince there Is
fomething of ‘us that will ftill live on, join
both lives together, and live in one but for
the other. He who thus ordereth the pur-
pofes of this life, will never be far from the
next; and is in fome manner already 1n it,
by a happy conformity, and clofe apprehen-
fion of it. And if, @ as we have elfewhere
declared, any have been {o happy, as per-
{onally to underftand chriftian annihilation,

extafy, exolution, transformation, the Kkifs

b In his treatife of Urxsur1ar. Some other
rarts of thefe eflays are printed in a letter among
BrownE’s pofthumous works., Thofe references to

his own books prove thefe effays to be genuine.

of
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of the fpouife, and ingreflion into the divine
fhadow, according to myftical theology,
they have already had an handfome antici-
pation of heaven ; the world is in a manner

over, and the earth in afhes unto them.
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