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AN

ADDRESS,éc,

GENTLEMEN,

HEN defpotifm had dnfplaved her

banners, and with unremitting ar-
dor and fury, fcattered her engines of op-
preflion through this wide extended conti.
nent; the virtuous oppofition of the people
+ toits progrefls, rclaxed the tone of govern-
ment in almolt every colony, and occafioned
in many inftances a tozal w{penﬁon of law,

TuEeSE inconveniencies however were na-
tural ; and the mode readily fubmitted to,
as there was then reafon to hope, that jui-
tice would be done to curinjured country
the fame laws, executed under the {1 re au-
thority, foon regain their tormer ufe and
Juftre 3 and peace, raifed on a permanent
toundatlon, blels this our native Jand.

Pur
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Bur fince thefe hopes have hitherto prov-
¢d delufive; and time inftead of bringing us
reliet, daily brings torth new proofs of Bri-
tith tyranny, and thereby feperates us fur-
ther from that reconciliation we f{o ardently
withed ; does it not become the duty of your
and every other Convention, to affume the
reins of government, and no longer fuffer
the people to live without the benefit of law,
and order the protection it affords ?  Anar-
chy and riot will follow a continuance of its’
fufpenfion, and render the enjoyment of our
liberties and future quiet, at leaft very pre-
carious. . -

PresuminG that this obje&t will, €er
long, engage your attention, and fully per-
fuaded that whenever it does, 1t will be con-
fidered with all the candor and deliberation
due to jts importance; | have ventured to
colleét my fentiments on the fubject, and 1n
a triendly manner offer them to your confi-
deraticn.  Should they fuggeft any hints
that may tend to improve or embecllifh the
fabrick you are about to ere¢t ; I fhail deem
myfelf happy in having contributed my
mite to the benefit of a people I efteem,
and a country to which I owe every obli-

gation, i AKING
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Taxk1ivc for granted therefore the necel
fity of infiituting a government capable of .
affording all the bleffings, of which, the .
moft cruel attempts have been made to de- .
prive us; the firft enquiry will be, which
of the various forms is beft adapted to our
fituation, and will in every re{pect moft pro-
bhably anfwer our purpofe.

Various are the opinions of men on this
fubj. &, and diffrrent are the plans propcied
for your adoption. Prudence will dire&
you to examine them with a jeslous eye, and
weigh the pretenficns of each with care as
well as impartiality. Your, and your chil-
dren’s welfare depends upon the choice.
Let it therefore neither be marked by a
blind attachment to ancient prejudices, on
the one hand ; or a reftlefs {pirit of innova-
tion, on the other.

AvrtHoueH all writers 2gree in the ob-
1e€t of government, and admit that it was
defigned to promote and fecure the happi-
refs of every member of focicty 3 yet their
opinions as to the {yllems moft produétive
of this general benefit, have been extreme.
ly contraditory.  As all thele fyfiems are

' A 2 fa1d
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{a1d to move on feperate and diftiné prin.
ciples, it may not be improper to analyfe
them ; and by rhat means thew the manner
of their operation.

GovErNMENT 1s generally divided into
two parts, its mode or form of conflitution,
and the principle intended to diredt it. |

Tur fimple forms of gavernment are de-
{potifm, monarchy, anitocracy, and demo-
cracy. QOut of thefe an infinite variety of
combinations may be deduced.” The ahlo-
lute unlimited controul of one man defcrihes
defpotifm, whereas atonarchy compels the So-
vereign to rule agreeable to certain funda-
mental laws.  Ariffocracy vefts the Sovereign-
tv of a ftate in a few nobles, and democracy
allows it to refide ir the bodv of the people,

and 1s thence called a popular government.

Each of thefe torms are actuated by dif-
ferent principles.  The fubjeéts of an unli-
mited deipotic Prince, whofe will 1is therr
ouly rule of conduét, are influenced by the
princinle of fear. Ina monarchy hmited by
Jaws, the people are infenflibly led tothe
putfuit of domor, thev feel an intercdt in the
| greatnedy
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ereatnefs of their Princes, and infpired by 4
defire of glory, rank and promotion, unite
in giving ftrength and ereroy to the whole
machine. Ariftocracy and democracy claim
for their principle puélic virtue, or a regard
for thé public good independent of private
interefl.

LeT us enquire from which of thefe {e-
veral ftocks, we fhould take a cyon toingrafc
on our wild one—fee which is moft conge-
nial to our {uil, ana by the extent and
ftrength of 1ts branches, beft calculated to
fhelter the pzople from the rage of thofe
tempeflts, which often darken the political
hemifphere. F will not deny, whatever o-
thers may do, that individuals have enjoyed
a certain degree of happinefs under all thefe
forms. Content, and confequently happi-
nefs, depend more on the {tate of our minds
than external circumftances ; and fome men
dre fati_.:d with fewer enjoyments than
others.

Upon thefe occafions, the inclinations of
racn, which are often regulated by what
they have feen and experienced, ought to
he conlulted, It cannot be wile to draw

thern
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them further from their former inftitutions,
than obvious reafons and neceffity will jufti-
f  Should a form of government direétly
- oppofite to the ancient one, under which
they have been happy, be introduced and
eftablifhied; will they not on the leaft difguft
repine at the change, and be difpofed even
to acts of violence in order to regain their
former condition---many examples in the
hitory of alnoft every country prove the
truth of this remark. '

WaaT has been the government of Vir-
ginia, and In a revolution, how is its fpiric
to be preferved; are important queftions.
The better to difcufs thefe pdints, we fhould
take a view of the conftitution of England 5
becaufe by that model our’s was conftruct-
¢d, and under it we have enjoyed tranquili-
ty and fecurity.

Our anceltors the Englith, after contem.
plating the various forms of government,
and experiencing as well as perceiving the
defeéts of each, wifely refufed to refign their
liberties either to the fingle man, the few,
or the many. They determined to make a
compound of each the foundation of their

government
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government ; aad of the moft valuable parts
of them all, to build a leperf‘(ru&urc that
fhould furpafi all others, and bid defiance
to time to injure, or any thm except nati-
onal degeneracy and corrxlptxon to demolifh.

It rearing this fabrick, and connecting
its parts; much time, blood and treafu*c
were expended. By the vigilance, per leve-
rance, and adivity of innumerable martyrs,
the happy edifice was at length compleated
under the aufpices of the renowned King
William in the year 1683. They wifely
united the hereditary fucceffion of the crown
with the -good behaviour of the Prince, they
gave refpect and ftability to the lemﬂaturc,
by the mdependence of the Lords ; 4nd fe-
curity as well as importance to the people by
being parties with their Sovereign in every
alt of legiflation. Here then our anceftors
refted from their long and laborious purfuit,
and faw many good days in the peaceable en-
joyment of the fruit ot their labors. Content
with having provided againft theills which had
befallen them, they feemed to have forgot,
that although the feeds of defiru&tion mjght
he excluded from their conftitution, tbc)

B weré




[ 1o ]

were neverthelefs to be found in thofe by
whom theig affairs were adminiftered.

- Tiur, the 1mprover as well as deftroyer
of all things, difcovered ro them, that the
yery man who had wrought their deliver-
ance, was capable of . purfuing mealures
leading to their deftruction. Much is it to
be lamerted, that this magnanimous Prince,
afcending a throne befet with uncertainty
and war, was induced by the force of both,
to invent and practice the art of funding to
fupply his wants, and create an intereft that
might fupport him in pofleffivn of his crown.
He fucceeded to his with, and thereby
cflablithed a monted intereft, which was
followed by levying of taxes, by a hoft of
tax gatherers, and a long train of depend-
ants on the crown. The pratice grew into
fyftem, till atlength the crown found means
to break down thole barriers whish the con-
ftitution had afligned to each branch of the
legiflature, and effectually deftroyed the in-
dependence of both Lords and Commons.
‘Thefe breaches inftead of being repaired as
foon as difcovered, were by the fupinenefs
of the nation, permitted to widen by daily
practice, till finully the influence of dic

crovin
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crown pervaded and overwhelmed the whole
people, and gave birth to the many calami-
ties which we now bewail, and for the re-
moval of which the united efforts of Ameri-
ca are at this time ex=rred.

MeN are prone to condemn the whole,
becaufe a part is objectionable, but certain-
ly it would in the prefent cafc be more witz
to confider, whether if the conftitution was
brought back to its oncmal ftate, and 1rs
prefent imperfections remedu( it would
1ot afford more happinefs than any other.

IF the 1ndependence of the Commons
could be fecured, and the dignity of tiie
Lords preferved, how can a government be
better formed for the pr efervation of frec-
dom? And is there any taing more caly
than this ? If placemen and penfioners we re
excluded a feat in either houte, ana cleéti-
ons made trienmal, what danger could be
apprehcnded from prerogative. [ have the
beft autho ity for afferting, that with theie
‘improvements, added totheinpprcf']on ot ho-
mugw and giving the people anequal und
adequate repreientation, Knala nnm;uiuhuf
vemained a lend ot Biberty ro the Juteft ace

Ty,
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Juper of the principle of this conftitution
by the great effets it has produced. Their
code of laws, the boalt of Englithmen and
of freedom, the rapid pr 1grcf‘; they have
made in trade, in arts and {ciences, the re-
fpeét they commanded from their neigh-
bours, then gaining the empire of the fea,
are all powerful arguments of the wifdom
of that conftitution and government which
raifed the people of that ifland to their late
degree of greatnefs. But though 1 admire
their perfeltions I muft mourn their faules,
and though I would guard againf and cafl
oft their 0ppreﬂ‘10n, yet would I retain all
their wife maxims, and derive advantage
from thejr miftakes and misfortunes.

THE teftimony of the learned Montef-
tjuieu in favour of the Englith conftitution
is very refpectable. ¢ There is (fays he)
““ one nation in the world, that has tfor the

“ direCt end of its conﬁltut‘on political 1i-
“ berty.”  Again he fays, ““it isnot my
bulinefs to examine whether the Englifh
atually enjoy this liberty or not, fuffici-
ent it is for my purpofe to obferve that
‘““ it is eftablithed by their laws, andI €1
‘¢ gquire no faraher.’f
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Tuis conftitution and thefe laws have al-
fo been thofe of Virginia, and let it be re-
membered that under them, the flourithed and
washappy. Thefame prmcxples whichled the
Enghfh to greatnefs, animates us. To that
princip'e our laws, our cuftoms, and our
manners are adapted, and it would be per-
verting all order, to oblige us, by a novel
goverament, to give up our laws, our cui-
toms, and our manners.

HowEver neceflary it may be to fhake
off the authority of arbitrary Britith diators,
we ought neverthelefs to adopt and perfect
that fyftem, which England bas fuffered to
be fo grofly abufed, and the experience
of ages has taught us to venerate. This,
like almoft every thing elfe, is perhaps liable
to objeétions ; and probably the difficulty ot
adapting a limited monarchy will be laroc y
infifted on. Admit this Ob]cé’txon to have
weight, and that we cannor in every inftance
sfimulate a government to that, yer no good
reafon can be affigned, why the fame ]mz-
ciple or {pirit may not in a great meafure be
preferved.

LuT honoraeble as this fpirit 15, we daily
fee
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fee 1t calumniated by advocates for popular
governments; and rendered obnoxicus to
all whom their artifices can influence or de-
lude. The fyftems recommended to the
Colonies, feem to accord with the temper of
the times, and are fraught with all the tu-
mult and riot incident to fimple democracy.
Syftems which many think it their intereft
to fupport, and without doubt will be in-
duftrioufly propagated among you. The
beft of thefe fyitems exift only in theory,
and were never confirmed by the experience,
even of thofe who recommend them. I
flatcer mylelf therefore that vou will not quit
a fubftance aétually enjoyed, for a thadow
ot phantom, by which, mf’cead of being be-
nefitted many have been mifled and per-
plexed. -

LeT us examine the principles they affign
to their government, and try its merits by
the unerring ftandard of truth, Ina late
pamphlet it 1s thus ftated. The happinels
of man as well as his digmity confifts in Vir-
tue, if there //e a form of goevermment, iken
.00 f*rz';m'p’ s rtne, wrll not cvery [uber
ot achew m’w it better caleulared to pro-
mote the gereral bapiinefs of [ociely tiap (;izy

AT
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other form. Virtue is the principle of a re-
public, therefore a republic is the beft form
of government. The author, with what de-
fign I know not, feems to have cautioully
blended private with public virtue, as if for
the purpofe of confounding the two, and
thereby recommending his plan under the
amiable appearance of courting virtue.

It 15 well known that private and public
virtue are materially different.  The happi-
nefs and dignity of man I admit confifts in
the praltice of private virtues, and to this
he is ftimulated by the rewards promifed to
fuch conduét. In this he alts tor himfelt,
and with a view of promoting his own par-
ticular welfare,

Public virtue, on the other hand, means

a difinterefted attachment to the public
good, exclufive and independent of all pri-
vate and feltith interett, and which, though
fometimes poflelled by a few individuals,
never charadteriied the mafs of the people in
any ftate.  And this is faid to be the princi-
ple ot democratical governnzents, and to in-
fuence every fubjeét of 1t to purfuc fuch
mealures us conduce to the profpeiity of the
wirole.
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whole. A man therefore, to qualify him-
felf for a member of fuch a community,
muft diveit himfelf of all interefted motives,
and engage in no purfuits which do not ul-
timately redound to the benefit of fociety.
He mult not through ambition defire to be
great, becaufe it would deftroy that equali-
ty on which the fecurity of the government
depends, nor ought he to be rich, left he be
tempted to indulge himfelf in thofe lyxuries
which though lawful are not expedient, and
might occifion envy and emulation. Should
a perfon deferve the efteent of his fellow ci-
tizens and become popular, he muft be neg-
lected, if not banifked, left his growing in-
Huence difturb the equilibrium. It is re-
markable that neither the juftice of Ariftides
or the bravery of Themiftocles could fhield
them from the darts of envy and jealoufy.-.-
nor are modern times without examples of
the fame kind.

~To this fpecies of government every

thing that looks like elegance and refine-
ment, is inimical, however neceflary to the
introduction of manufactures, and the -cul-
tivation of arts and {ciences. Hence in fome
aricient republics, flowed thofe numberlefs
fumptuary
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fumptuary laws, which reftrained men to
plaionefs and fimilarity in drefs and diet;
and all rhe mifchiefs which attend Agrarian
Jaws and unjult attempts to maincain their
idol equality by an equal divifion of pro-
perty.

ScueMmEs like thefe may be pra&icable in
countries fo fteril by nature as to afford a
fcanty {fupply of the neceflaries and none of
the conveniences of life : But they can ne-
ver meet with a favourable reception fiom
people who inhabit a country to which pro-
vidence has been more bountiful.  They
will always claim a right of ufing and enjoy-
ing the fruits of their honeft induftry, unre-
ftrained by any ideal principles of govern-
ment, and will gather eftates for themfelves
and children without regarding the whimf(i-
cal impropriety of being richer than their
neighbours. Thefe are rights which free-
men will never confent to relinquith, and -
atter fighting for deliverance from one fpe-
cies of tyranny, it would be unreafonable to

expect they fhould tamely acquiefce under
another. |

TuEe truth is that men will not be poor
C trom
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from choice or compulfion, and thefe go-
vernments can exift only in countrics where
the pmpk are fo from neceflity., In all
others they bave cealed almoft as foon as
erected, and in many inftances been fucceed-
ed by deipotifin, and the arbrtrary fway of
{ome ufurper, who had before perhaps gain-
¢d the confidence of the people, by eulom-v
ums oa liberty, and poflefling no property
of hisown, by moft difintereftedly oppofing
depredations on that of his neighbours.

Tue moft - “nfliderable ftate in which the
fhadow of democracy exifts (for it s far
from peing purely fo) 1s that of the united
provinces of Holland, &c. - Their territe-
rics are confined within narrow limies, and
the exports of their own produce very in-
confiderab'e.  Trade 1s the fupport of that
people, and however faid to be confiderable,
will not adinit of luxury. With the greateit
parfimony and induftry, they, as a people
can bug barely fupport themlelves; although
individuals among them may amafs eftates,
I own they have exhibited to mankind an
example of perfeverance and magnanimity,
that appeared like a prodigy. By theprofits of

thetr trade they m;u.‘tamcd large armies and
npportcd
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fupperted a navy, equal to the firft in their
day of warfare. But their military ftrength as
well as the form of their governmenty  have
long {ince given way. T heir navy has dwin-
died into a few (hips of war, and their go-
vermment into an ariftocracy, as unhappy

and defpotic, as the one of which we ccm-
plain. |

[ ]

Tue flate of Venice, once a Republic, is
now governed by one of the worft of defpot-
ifms.  In fhort, I do not recolleét a finzle
inftance of a natioa who fupported this form
of government for any length of time, or
with any degree of greatnefs ; which coun-
vinces me, as it has many ochers, that the
principle contended for is ideal, and a mere
‘creature of a warn1 imagination.

Ove of the firlt ftazles of our country,
you know, 15 elteemed by many o be one
ot the greate(ll lunturies in the world, and [

tancy it will be no ealy matter to draw you
into meafures that would exclude its culture

and deprive you of the wezlth refulting from its
exportation.

Trat I may not tire your patxcncc, I will
now proceed to delineate the method in which [

would
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wouH diftrivute the powers of government, fo as
to deviie the belt code of laws, engage their due
cxecuticn, preferve the fiength of the conitita-
tion, and focure the libertics of the peopie. It is
agreed by moft writeis on this fubject, that this
~power {uould be divided into three parts, eacli in=
dependent of, but having conne¢tion with cach
otner,  Let the people, in the firit place, cavole
their ufual number of Reprefentatives, and lct
tliis rigat return to them every third year.,
, :

Let thefe Reprefentatives when convened,
ele&t a (Governor, to continuein authority during
his ¢oad buhwmur’, of which the two houfes of
Council of State and Aflembly fhould jointly be
the Judges, and by mzjority of voices fupply any
vacancy in that office, which may happen by
difniflion, death, or n.lwrmuon.

Ler the Repreientatives alfo choofe out of the
colony at large, twenty-four proper perfons tp
conititute a Council of Statc, who fhould form a
difiingt or intermediate branch of the legiflsture,
znd hold their places for life, in order that they
might poflcfs a‘l the weight, ftability and dignity
due to the importance of their office. Upsn
the death or refignation of any of the me mbcrs
let the Aflembly appoint ancther to fucceed him.

Lrr no member of either houfe, cxcept the

Trealurer, hold a polt of profit in the govern-
Hu..&.

Lzv
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Lrr the Governor have a Piivy Council of
feven 1o wlvife withy tho' they faould rnou be
members o cither houle,

I.rr the Judges of the Courts of Cemmen Taw
and Chancery be appointed by the Liovernor,
with the advice of his I'nivy Ceuncil, to hold
their ofiices during their guvrl venavicur, but
{hould be excluded a feat in either hcule,

LT the Treafurer, Sccretary, and nilier great
officers of itate be chofen by *‘u. lower h(mfc, and

proper falaries affignued to thcm as weil as to the
Judges, &c. &ec.

LeT all mili:ary officers be appointed by the
Governcr, and all other inferior civil ones,

LrT the different Courts appoint their own
elerks., ‘L'he Juftices in cach county fhould be
pmd for their fervices, 2nd required to meet for the
UH vatcir of bulinefs every thiee months, Let five
of them bz authorizzd to form a Court to bear

and determine caulr's, and the o‘hcrs inpowered
to keep the peace, &l dic,

‘Tugst arc the out lines of a government.
which woald, 1 think, preferve the principle of
our mmhtutmn, and {ccure the freedom and hap-
pircs ol tie peogic better than any other,

s Governor will have dnmty to cormmand
ncadh:y
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necellary refpc@ and authority, toenable himte
exccute the laws, without being deterred by the
fear of giving oltence; and yet be amcnable to
the other branches of the Jeaiflature for every
violation of the rights of the peeple. M this great
officer was expoled to the unceriain ifiue cf fre-
quent eledlicns, he wouvld be induced to relax
and abate the vigorous execution of the laws
wheneyer {uch cenduét would increafe his po-
pularity. Should he, by difcharging his duty with
impartiality give oftence to men of wcight and
influence, he would be liable to all the oppofition,
threais, and infults which refentment could fug-
gcft; and which few men in fuch a dependent
ftate would have fuflicient refolution to negledlt
and difpife. Hence it would follow, that the ap-
prchenfions of lofing bis elefticn would frequently
induce him to court the favour of the great, a
the expence of the duties of his ftation and the
public gocd.  For thefe, and a vaety of other
rcafons, -this office fhould be held during good
behaviour.

Tur Ceouncil of State who are to confiitute the
fecond branch of the legiflature fhould be for life,
‘I'hey ought to be well intormed of the policy -
and laws of other ftates, and therefore fhould be
induced by the permanence of their appointment
to devote their time to fuch ftudies as may beft
qualify them for that ftation.  T'hey will acquire
firmne{s {rom their independency, and wifdom
from thicir refleétion and experience, and appro-
priute both to the good ¢t the ftate.  Upen any

difa recmont
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difacreement bztween the Governor and lower
houle, thais body will mediate and adjuft fuch dit-
frrence, will invelbimate the propriety of laws, .
and often propoft fuch as may be of public atility
for the adoption of che leciflature, Being fecleded
ifrom offices of prohit, they will nor be fcduced
from their duty by pecuniary confiderations,

Tur Reprefentatives of the people will be
under no temptauon to fwerve from the defign of
their inttitution by bribery or corruption 5 all
lucrative polts being denied them. And thould
they on any occafion be influenced by improper
notives, the #hort period of their duration wilk
give their conftitcuents an opportunity of depriv-
ing them of power to do injury. The Governor
and the members of the Council of State, thould
be reftruined from intermeddline farther in the
clections of Reprefentatives, than merely by giving
their votes.

‘T'nz internsl government and pelice of the |
colony being thus provided for, the next object
of inquiry that prefents iticlf is, how a fupe:in-
tending power over the whole Continent fhall
be raifed, and with whar posersinvefted.  Such
a power is cenfeded on uil hands to be ncceflury,
as well for the purpofe of connefting the Colo-
nics, as for the citablithment of many gencral
regulations to which the provincial legiflaures
will notbe competert,

Let a Congrefs therefore be appointed, com-
pofed of members from cach Colony, in propor-
tizn
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tion to their number of fou's; to convene at any
place taa: mey be agreed upon, as oficn as occa-
“hon may require.  Let them bhave power to ad-
* jult difputes between Colonies,regulate the affairs
“of trade, war, peacz, alliances, &c. but they
- fhould by no means have authority to interfere
- with the internal pclice or domeftic concerns of
any Colony, but confined ftriétly +» {uch general
vegulations, as tho' neceflary for . = good of the
whole, cannot be ¢{tablithed bv any other power,

- But whether you fettle the affairs of govern-
~ment in this, or any other manner, let me recom-
mend to your ferious attention th@fpeedy adjuft-
“tent of all difputes about the boundaries of your
‘Colony, before they rife to fuch a height as to

“threaten rreat uneafinefs and inquietude.

THE claim of the Proprietors of Indiana on
one fide, and that of the Kantuckce, on the
other, fhould be fairly and imparrialiv heard and’
determined, and notice given to the claimants to
attend, that ample juftice may be done. ln the
mean time, would it not be proper to give notice,
that none of thofe lands fhould be fold or fettled,
until it was known to whem they appertain,
T'he claims of the Indiana company arc flated in
, @ pamphlet, (fent for your perufal) and patroniz-
ed by the opinions of fome eminent lawyers. But -
this fhould not prevent a ftri€t and thorough
inveftigation of the matter. Both claims, it is
certain, ¢annot be good. If the treaty of Stan-
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wix thould be adjudged valid and the right giveti
up to the country of Indiana, that fame treaty
will confirm to the colony on the lands on this
fide the Ohio, from its mouth, along the river,
up to the Pennfylvania landsin the diretion of
the place called Kittaniny in that province: In
which bourds are included the lands claimed and
fettled by Mr. Henderjon,

Qur colonial right to thofe lands being fet-
tled, would it not be proper to fell all fuch as
may be unappropriated for the ufe of the Colony,
and apply the monies to the payment of the vaft
burden of taxes we fhall incur by this war ! The
fooner you determine this, the more effetually
you will fruftrate the defign avowed by the au-
thor of a late pamphlet, of feizing all unappropri-
ated lands for the ufeof the Continent ; a defign,
in which, I owir, Ifee as few traces ot juftice, as
in many other of his {chemes. '

HAvVING compleated the remarks I intended to
make, I hope, whatcver reception they may meet
with, you will impute them to my zeal for our
country’s welfare ; the only motive that ever
thall induce me tooffer my opinion or advice.

I am, .
Gentlemen,
With the greateft regard,
Your devoted Iriend,

A NATIVE,

——————"
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