
. ' 
A ~~ 

A D D R E s s 
TO THE 

CONVENTION 

OF THE 

COLONY AND ANClENT DOMINION.F 

,,1 I RGI N I A; 

ON THE 

. 
S.ubje& of Government in general, and recommcDcJiag 

a particular Form to their ConfideratioD. 

By a N A T I V E of that C o L o NY • 

.. ..- . -
P H I L A DEL P H I A: 

t 

r,.INTIiD BY JOHS DU~LAP, IN MARKIT-STallt, 
__ o • ~ 

~) IJ (.: (') L X k v I, 





• I· • 4 .L 

AN 

A DDR E S 
'. 

s , 

GENTLEMEN, 

W HEN defpotifm had difj)layed her 
banners, anc} wit'fl tlnrem; tting ar­

dor and fury, feattered her engines ot op­
preffion throLlgh this wide extended can ti. 
nent; the virtUOll~ oppofition of (he people 

, to it~ progrefs, rdaxed the tont' of govern­
ment in altnoft everv col'Jny, atlct occafion'ed 
i,n many inLtances a total tcfpenfion of la",. 

. , ' 

TAESE inc:onveniencits 11o\\'ever were na­
tural; and the mc)de re~a(lilv fllbmitte(} to, 
as there was thcn reafon to 'hope, that ju1-
t~ce wOlll.d be done tO (Jur mjilred country; 
t,he fanle law~, eXectllecl tlnc1er rht" f~~ -re atJ­
thority, foon re-gam cheir former ufe and 
hlftr<:; and react', rai1't-o or, a pcrmanl:rlr 
foundation, blel.s thi!~ our n:ttive land. 

n f; 'T" JJ, " 
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Bur fince there hopes have hitherto prov .. 

~d del~five; and time inftead of bringing u~ 
reliet, daily bringt; torth new proofs of Sri. 
~ilh tyranny, and thereby feperates us fur~ 
~her from that reconciliation we fo ardently 
wilhed; daes it not beco me the duty of your 
and every other Convention, to affume the 
reins ~f government, and no longer fuffer 
the people to live without the benept of law, 
and ord~r the proteB:ion it affords? Anar~ 
chy and riat will follow a concinuance of its' 
fu fpen fian, and render the enjoymept of our 
liberties ~nJ future '1uiet, at Ieall very pre-

• I ". I, I • 

~arl0US. 
\ ~ , 

PRESUMING that this ohjeB: 1Nill, e'er 
lang, engage your attention, and fully per. 
fuaded ~hat whenever it does, it will be con­
fideredwitll all the cancor at1d deli~cration 
due to its irnportance; I have vtntured to 
~ol1et.1: my (tntiment~ on the iubjtB:, and in 
a fritndly manner offer thern to your confi­
deratjen. Should they fuggeft any hints 
thar may tend to improve or embtllifh the 
fabricl\ V()ll are about tO erea; I fhaillitcm 

. myldf happy in having contributed n~y 
mite to the benefit of apeople I dleem, 
an~ a country to whith I owe ev.~~y obli­
gatlon. ~. A KING 

.~- ---------- - --
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T AK ING for granted therefore the ne,ef. 
(lty ot inO it\.lting a govermpent capable of · 
affording all the blemngs, of which, the .. ~ 
moft crud attempts h~ve been made to de­
prive us; the firft enquiry will be, whi(h 
of the various forms is . betl adaptrd to our 
lituation, ~nd will in every refptCt n10il pro .. 
hably anfwer our purpo1e. 

VA R IOUS are the opinions of men on this 
fubj\. a, and ditf"rent are the plans propcfed 
for your adoption. Prudenc~ will dlrect 
you to examine [hem with a jealolls eyt, and 
weigh th~ preten flens of tach with care as 
weU al; im p~rtialit}. Your, and your (hil. 
dren's welfare depends upon the choke. 
Let it therefore neither be: marked by a 
~lind attachment to ancient prejlldices, on 
the one hand; or ~ refiltfs fpirit of innova­
tion, on tlle other. 

AI,THOUC}H all writers ?gree in th.e ob .. 
jtB: of government, and admi t that it w,u 
defigned to promote and iecure the happi­
nefs of every mCrTlbtr of 1ocitty; y~t tht"ir 
opinions as to the fyn~m!' mott prodllctivc 
of this general benefit, have been extreOle .. 
l" contradiCtor\'. Ks all thc:1e i\,ften1s are 

~ - , . A 2 f~lid 

• 
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{aid to move on feperate and diftinct prin .. 
dples, it may not be impropt'r to anaJyft: 
them; and by rhat means fhew the n1anner 
01 their operation. 
. . 

GOVERNMENT is generally divided into 
two parts, its mode or form of con/litution, 
and the princip!c intended to diretl it. 

THE fimple forms of government are de!. 
fpotjfm, monarchy, ariftocra.cy, and demo­
cnier. Out of thefc an infinite variety of 
combinations may be dtduced; The abfo­
)llce lJnl:nlited c()otrolll of' one n1~n defcril,es 
dt~{pot/lm, whereas mOi1arcl:y compel~ the So­
vereign tO rule agretable to certain funda· 
rTlentalla\v5. Arijtocrtlcy vefts the Sovereign­
ty of a nate in a few nobles, and democracy 
allowsit to refide ir the body of the people, 
and is thenee called a popular government. 

EACH of thefe fornlS are aEtllated by dif­
ferent priJ1ciples. The fubjeEts of ;1n 1.lnli. 
mited deipotic Prince, w hore vnll is their 
only rule of conduCt, are inflllenceo by the 
principle of flar. In a monarchy limited by 
Jaws, the: ptople are inf~nfibly led to the 
r',dllit of b~nor, thcy reel an inter~n: in the 
· ~rt~tnd~ 
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~reatne(s of their PrinC'es, and infj1ired by ti 
delire of glory, rank and promotion, unire 
in givin a ftreng:th ~,nd ~ner~l_ V to (Ile wi1()le t) ~, ,~ 

machine. Ariitocracy anti democracy claifl1 . 
for their principle pul/ic virttle, or aregard 
for the public good independent of private 
intereft" 

LET us enq1.1rre from Wilich of thefe fe .. 
"eral ftocks~ we fhould take a cyon to,ingrafc 
on our wild one~fee which is molt congc~ 
nial to our foil, anci QY the extent and 
ftrength of iu branches1 beft calculated to 
fhelter the pl~ople from the rage of thore 
tempdl:s, which of ten darken the political 
hemifphere. t wiU not deny, whatever (). 
thers may do, that individuals have enJoyed 
a certain degree of happineL'; under all theie 
forms'. Content, and confequentiy happi­
nefs, depend more on the {late of our mind,$ 
tllan exrernal circun1ftances; and [orne me'n 
rtre fati_._:d wi'th fewer enjoymencs than , 
otners. 

U'PON thefe occafions, the inclinations or 
men, which are oftt"n regulated by whar 
thC'y h:lVe ieen and txpniencerl, ought to 
l)f l(~n ft!ltecJ. It carlDot be \v i,~e to c r~~ 

tller{" 
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them further from their former inftitlltiori~; 
than obv:ous reafons and neceffity will jllfli~ 
f Should a form of government direCl:Iy 
oppoute to the ancient ene, under which 
they have been happy, be introduced and 
eftab,liilied; will they not on the .1eaft difguft 
repine at the change, and be dlfpofed even 
to aas of violence in order to regåin their 
former condition-... many examples in the 
hiftory of almoft evety country prove the 
iruth of this remark. . · 

WHAT has been the government of Vir­
ginia, and in a revolution, how is its fpirit 
to be preferved; are important quefiions. 
The bettet to difcufs ihefe p~nts, we fhould 
take a view of the co~ft:itution of England; 
becaufe by that model our's was conftruCl .. 
td, and under it we have t!njoyed tranquili­
ty and tecu~ity. 

GUR ancdl-ors the Englifh, after cbntem· 
plating the vlrious forms of government; 
and exptriencing aS weU as perceiving the 
defeCts of each, wifdy refufed to refign their 
liberties cither to the fingle man, the few, 
or the nlal1V. They d.etermincd to make a 
con~pound 'fJf each the toundation of theit 

L 

governmeIlt ~; 
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governr:nent; a:ld?f the mon valuable part~ 
of them al1, to budd a fuperftruCl:ure that 
ibould furpafi all othen~, and bid defiance 
to time to injure, or any thing, except nati .. 
onal degeneracy and corruption to dertlohfh. 

IN rearlng rhis fahrick, and COnfleering 
its parts; much time, blood and treafure 
were expended. By the vigilance, perleve­
rance, and aCl:ivity of innumerable martyrs, 
the happy rdifice was at length compleatecl 
under the aufpices of the tenowned King 
William in the year 168 g. T hey wifely 
united the hereditary fucceffion of the crown 
with the 'good behaviour of the Prince, they 
gave refpeCl: and ftabiliry to the leginature~ 
by the independence of the Lords; ånd fe";' 
curity as weU as importance to the people by 
being parties with their Sovereign in every 
att of legiOation. Here then our anceftors 
refted from their long arid laborious purfuir, 
and faw many good days in the peaceable en­
loyment.ofthe truit ot their labors. Contene 
with havmg provided againft the i1ls whic.h had 
befallen them, they ie~med to have forgor, 
that although the leeds of defiruCl:ion mjght 
be e~eluded from their conUitution, ther 

B wcre 
~ 
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wcre nevt'rthe1efs to be found in thore by 
\Vll0111 ,theit affairs wt:rc adtniniftered . 

. THIF., the improver as weU as deftroyer 
(l all things, chfcovt:rtd ro them, that tht 
very man who had wrought their deliver­
anct', was capable of. pllrfuing meafures 
]dl~iing to t!"leir ddlrllction. Much is it to 
be lamer.ted, that thi~ magn~.nimous Prince, 
afct:nding a thront! befet with uncertainty 
~nll war, was inJuced by the force of both!j 
to invent and praB:icetbe art of funding to 

fu pply his wants, and create an intereft that 
might {upport him in lJoffeffivn of his crown. 
I-Je ruccct'lled to his wifh, and there-by 
t~(lal)li!l1e{l a n10nied illtereft, 'lt'hich was 
followeu by levying of taxes, b)"' a hoft. of 
tax gatherers, and a long train of depend­
ants on Jhe crown. l'he pr.1Clice grew into 
fyfiem, till at length the crown found means 
tC) brenl\. (lown tllo1e barriers \vhi~h the con· 
illtution had alligned to each branch of the 
legil1ature, and efteEtually ucftroyea the in­
dtTCllCJence (Jf both Lords and Commons. 
Tht'fe brtaches inHead of being rtpailed as 
[oon as difeovered, wtre by the fupinenefs 
of the nation, ptrmitted to widen by daily 
praCl: i ct', ti 11 fillJ 11 Y t h<:: in th1en ce of tI, I.: 

(' re) VI Il 
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crownpervaded an9 overwhelmed the whole 
people, and gave' birth to the many· calami .. 
ties which we now l>ewail, and' fc)r the re­
movalof \vJ-}jch the llnitcd effi)rts of" l\mtri­
ca årc= at this tin1e exerrec. 

MEN are prone to condemn the 'whole, 
becaufe a part is objeEtionable, but certai n· 
ly it would in the pre1ent CJft he more wi1;'~ 
to confider, whether if t,lle conftituti()n \va l

, 

brought back to its original fiat\?., al~d ire; 
prefent imperfettions rernedied, it would 
not afford more happinefs [han any oeher. 

" 
JF the independence of the C0mrnons 

could be fecured, and the dignity of the 
Lords preferved, how can a government be 
better forrned for the p:-eferv :1tion of fret~ 
dom? And is there any rhing" more tal;, 
than this ? I f placemen and penlioners wt:r(~ 
e x c 1 u (1 e (i a fe' a t i nei r.11 e r h o u le , :lll (1 t' 1 (' c t i ~" 
on S 111 ad e tri enn i al, 'v hat rl a r. g e r r ( ) tJ l (1 l) '. :' 

, , ....... 

apprehended from pr€rogative. 1 h.l ve tlw 
beft autho 'ity for aiferting, that wjrh thc(e 

. improvements, addtd ro the iiJpprdlion of bo~ 
roughs and giving the people 3r1 tqu;11 ~ncl 
adequatt repreientation, Enf!l:tnd W()u!(j ha\ (' 
n: m J i li t dnl:: Il: 1 o t l i h (~ rt Y t o the I ~ t (' Il <l!',l' ~ 

l T, r' ( . I 
" 
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JUDOE of the principle ot t~is conftitlltio~ 
by the ereat effech it has produced. The-ir 
~ode oflaws, the boaft of ~nglifhmen and 
of freedom; the rapid progref.c; ther have 
made in trade, in arts atld feienees, tI1e re~ 
fpeCl: they commanded from their neigh­
bours, then gaining th~ ~rnpire of the fea, 
are all powerful arguments of the wifdom 
of that ~onftitutio~ and government which 
raiftd t~e people of that iQand to their late 
degree of greatnefs •. But thoqg~ l admire 
their perfeCtions I muft mourn thei .. fa'ults. 
and though I would guard again~ ~nd cafl 
off their oppreffion, yet ~ollld I retain all 
rheir wire maxims, and derive a.dvantag~ 

. from their miftakes aDd misfortunes. . 

'[HE tenitnony of the learned Montef· 
· fJtliell in favour of the Englifh conftitlltion 

is very refpeCtable. "There is (fa~ s he) 
.. , one nation ill the Y/orlti, that has for tI-le 
~, direEt end of its covfiicution politicalli­
"bert y." Again he fays, " it is not my 
., bufinefs to exarrline whetl1er the Enulifl1 
" aCtually enjoy t.his Jiberty or not, fufnci­
" ent it is for ni y plJrpoft! tO obferve th~t 
" it is efi:abJj!llf~d by thelr laws, and 1 f.:n .. 
~, q\lire no fanher." 

~r "·1 I i 
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TI-IJ~ conftitution and thefe laws have al­
fo been thofe uf Virgin~l, and let it be re~ 
illernbered thatundtr them,ihe flouri01ed and 
",ras happy. Tre f~me prlnciples whj~hled th~ 
E~gliih to greatnefs, a~imates ~lS. To chat 
pnncip',e our laws,. our cliftoms, a~d oU,r 
manners ar~ aq~pted, a~d it would be per­
verting all order, to oblige t!S, by a nove} 
goverI'lment, t.0 give op our l~ws~ our cut ... 
toms, and o~r manners. . 

I-IowEvER neceffary it ~ay be to fu.akc 
~ff tAe authority of arbitrary Britir;b diCtators, 
we ought nevertheltfs to a09pt and perfeer 
that fyfirm, which England has fuffered (O 

be fo grofly abufed, arid the experience 
of ages' has tallght us to veHerate. l'his, 
]lke almoft tvery thing dfe, is perhaps ]iab!e 
to objeCtions; and probably the °diffic111ty ut 
adapting a 1imitt~i monarchy will be largt!y 
infine~ on. A~imit this objrCtiun to have 
weight, and that we cannot in every in{l-ance 
affimulate a governmtnt to that, ytt no good 
reafon can be aQjgned, why the fame triJl­
dple or fpirit may i10t in a great mea( UfC: be 
l'rdtrved. . 

EUT honorable as this fpi~it is, w(: daily 
1 tt: 
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iee It ealumniated by advocates for popular 
governments j and rendered obnoxicus tO 

all wllom their artifices can influence or de­
lude. The fyftt11ls recommended to the 
Colonies, feem to accord w,ith the temper of 
the times, and are fraught with all the t'l­
mult and riot incident to fimple democracy .. 
Syftems which many think it their interefi 
to fuppon, and without doub~ will be in~ 
dllftriouOy propagated among you. The 
beft of thefe fyaems exift only in theory, 
and were never confirmed by the experience, 
even of thore WllO recommend them. I 
flatter myte1f therefore chat you will not quic 
a fubftance 'aC1:ually enjoyed, for a {hadow 
or phantom, by w hich, inftead of being be­
nefitted nlany have been rniOed and per .. 
plexed. 

LET us eXlmine the principle~ they aillgn 
to their govern,nent, and try its merits by 
the unerring H:andard of truth. In a bte 
r~mph let it is thus nated. The happinefs 
of man ~~ well as his dignity conlifts in Vir­
t et". ~f tl'ere Ile a [finn of gc'Z:ernmril!, : hen 
• t,"" t;, ,f\11"lo·11'['P '., '·J4 ~.: 4·~lt" r''',·ZI 1~"()f CI""'e,")' fl bel" 1..... , V "J I' J y " '" v I. l. , v... • ~ ,/ .' , v Cl • 

j 

,0 , • ,,' 1'1' I' r /. ," r?:1r.lc ,-le;- .1 ; f ,""'ctt .. ..". (ff 7"'!I! ,'" I eli to p,"'l"o-
~ I. ',. .. lo .' , _ ' I.' (,; ..v. , t, ~ Jo .. ' J" "" ,t "'", ." 1.- .. , 

I~ 

I 'l ° r f . 1 '''''·0! " t' :(1 frC"'Cr/1 i J '~'''''''~l{'/r" Irr·c"O' tl"I''!7 /'IJly r' .. c,. .I,' f'., , ~ , V" I, • i; r l" J, I .J ti lo'.. .1 l- ~ ,. ) • • tI.' u.,. 
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øther /l)r111. Virtue is the principle of a re .. 
public, therefore a republic is the beft form 
of government. The :luthor, with .what de­
fign I know not, feems to have cautiuuOy 
bleuded private witn public virtue, as if for 
the purpofe of confo\.lJlding the two, and 
thert-by recomfT'~nding his plan under the 
amiable appear;ince of cDurting "f.;'irtue. 

, 

IT is weU known that private and public 
virtue are materially different. l'he happi­
nefs and dignity of man l ad mit confifh in 
the praC1:ice of prh.:ate virtues, and to this 
he is ftimulated by the rewards promifed to 
fuch conduCl'. In rhis he ~1aS fOr hinlfelf, 
and with a view of promoring his own par­
ticular welfare. 

Pttblic virtue, on the otlltr ha"lld, rrleans 
a difinterefted attachment (O the public 
good, exclufive and inJependent (Jf all pri­
vate and ldfifh inrereH, and whic h, thOllgh 
fornetimes poffefted by a fcw individu.lls, 
ntvcr ch~rac1eriied the mafs of tht ptople in 
a n y f tat e . .:\.11 cl t his isf ai ti to IJe t 11 e p r i fl C i · 
ple of democr~tiLal govcrnn:ents, and to in­
fhtence tvery fubjttt (,f it to purhh· fudl 
meafures as (ond'Jce to the prIJ~}jelity ot the 

\" 1, ');"> 
'f ,. \.. .... • 
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whole. A man therefore, to qualify him­
felf for a niember of fuch a conimunity, 
mufl: diveil: himfclf of all intel'efted motIves, 
and engage in no purfuits wbich do not ul. 
tirriåtc:1y re,,10und to the benefitof fociety. 
I-le muft not through ambition defire to be 
great, . becaure it would deftroy that eqllali­
ty on which the fecurity of the government " 
depend~, nor ought.he to be rich, left he be 
ump,ted to indulge himfdf 10 thofe 111xuries 
\vhich though lawful are not expedienc, an9 
nlight oCcåfion envy and emulation. Should 
apetfon deferve the efteeni of his fellow ci~ 
tizens and becotne popular, he mun: be neg .. 
'left~d, it not banifiied, lei\: his growing in­
tluence di(lurb the equilibrium. It is re· 
nurkable that neither the juftice of Ariftide~ 
or the hravery of Themittocles could fhidd 
them from the darts of envy and jealoufy ..... 
nor :ire modern times without examples of 
tIle fåfne J{inc). 

, To this frede! of government tvery 
thilig that looks like tleganee and refine .. 
ment, is inimical, howf'ver neceffiuy to the 
intraclllt'tic)n ()f [nanllt·~\(:tl.1res, an,-} tlle ·eul. 
tivarion of i.lrt~ and iciences. fftnce irl {:'lrne 
~ricient rq>llblic:., flowcd thofe numbcrleri 

fumptuary 
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fumptnary 1aws, whiC'h refl:raine~l men to 
plainnefs and fimilarity in' dreis and diet; 
and all the mifchiefs which attend Agrarian 
laws and unjutl: attempts to main rain thtir . 
idol equality by an equal divifiJn of prv" 
pc;rty. " 

. 
SCHEMES like thefc may be pra8Jcable in 

countries fo fteril by nature as to ~ffurd a 
fcanty fupply 'of the neceffaries and none of 
the conveniences of life: But they can ne­
ver meet with a favourable reception f,pm 
people who inhabit å country to which pro-
,vidence ha! been more bountifuJ. They 
will always c1aim a right of uling and enjoy. 
ing the fruits of their hondt indllftry, unre. 
nrained by any ideal principles of goverr~­
ment, ,and will gather tUates, for ~hemrel'Ves 
and childrt"n withot:t regarding the whimfi. 
cal impropriety of being richer t·han thei~ 
neighbours. Thcfe are rights' which free .. 
men will never conrent to relinquifh, and ' 
after fighting for deliverance from one fpe­
eies of tyranny, it would be unrrafonable to 
exp~Ct they fhould tamely acquierce under 
anotker. \ 

1" HE truth is that men will not be poor 
C from 
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from dlOice or compuHion, ~nd thefe go·. 
vcrnments can exift only in countri~s where 
the p't'oplt are 1'0 from necdlhy. In all 
othtrs they have -ceated almofi: as foon as· 
en:Cl:cd, .1nd in many inllances be~n fucceed· 
cd bv dtlpotifm, and the arbtrrary fway of 
fome ufurptr, who had befor~ pt!rhaps gain­
ed the cQnn,lence of the prople, by culogi­
um~, Ofl libaty, and pf}{fdling no property 
ol his own, by molt difintcreftedly uppofing 
depredauons on that of his neighbours. 

l~HE nl()ft ~'\n(il~erab'e frate in which the 
fbldo·~v of' (len)OCracy exifts (for it is far 
from being purt:ly (9) is that of the lmited 
})fovinces Of }-lo1hmd, & c. · Their te,rritc'­
r!fS are cOnfil1e(i witCltIl na~row.linlits~ and 
tI~e exports of tLeir owa produee very ir.­
confiderab;e. Tr~de is the fllpport of that 
people, and howtv~r faid to be conHdcrab~e, 
will not admit ot lllxury. 'Vith the greatetl 
parfimony and inJ uHry , the}', as a people 
can but bardy fl1pport thtmldves; although 
individuds arlJong them ln:1Y amafs eil:atts. 
I OWFl they have.! exhibitec to mankind an 
c:xam plt: ot perfeve ral~Ce.! and m agnanilility , 
that appeared like a prpdigy. By the profit5 of 
,heir trade: they maintuIntd large armies and 

. . , 1i.lpported 
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fbppcrted a nav}', equal to the fidl: in their 
day of warfare. But their milirary ftrength ?os 
well U!) the torm of their gov'ernment,1 have 
long fince given w~y. Tht.:ir navy has dwin- · 
dled toto a fc:w fllips of war, and their go­
Verl'Hnent into an ariftocracy, a~ ul1happy 
and dcfpotic, as the one of which \Ve ccm· 
plain. 

• 
THE flate of Venice, once a Republic, is 

nnw governed by one ot the wodl: of defpot­
ifnls. In 1hort, I d(l not recol1etl: a li!"121e . 

lO. 

inUance of a natio.l who fUfponed this fornl 
of government for any length ot' timt', or 
with any degree of greatnc(c;; which con· 
vinces rre, as it has many others, th1t the 
principle contended for is ideal, and a mere 
,creature of a WllTil imagln:.uion. 

ON E of the firfl: fta~le~ of our country .. 
you know, 1~ efleeme~l by many to be one 
(Jf the r.:rearefl: lu~l1rjes in t!1e world, an,1 ( 

\,,-' 

tancy it will b~ no eary matter to draw yot! 
iTltr, ·n1eafures that woul{j tXClll<.ie its ctlltllre 
and ueprive you. of the we~lth refultillg f'OID its 
ex l)ortation. 

TII.\ T I O,1~Y not tire your pat ience, I will 
nO'N pro~~eJ to dclil1eatc tlle rnethoJ in \vtlich [ 

,r/culJ 
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w()ul~J d.n ri!.lHtc the po\vcrs of ;;OVerJlm~nt, fl) :l~ 
t(l ~:cv • .r~ lh~ bc<1 cod~ of la \VS, rngage tht'ir due 
cxccuticn, prc!cr\'c the {1lcngth of th~ C01111ittt­
t i o Il, il n d f:; c u re t h (! l i b", r t i es () f t h ~ p e o i ) ~ e • J t ; s 
agrccd l)y D1Cfl: v/ritc:s (}Il tll~S, fuhjecl, thnt thi, 
I>ower fllou1d be cliyideu int<) thrce parts, eaC!1 in­
dC:'pcnu~n t of, but hav jnr! con nct~i()n \\'ith l·acll 

.;J 

(!thcr. Let the peoplt', jJl the li r 1~ place, «10()(e 

t l J eir li fu ei 1 flU t II ber o f R c p r c (~ Il tat i,\' ~ S, a fl d l ~ t 
t his r i 6 !'l t l' C tur 11 t ~ the 111 e v c r y t h i r li y ~ år. 

. / . 
~I~E"r thcf,~ I~,cprefc:nt,atives "'hell conveneJ, 

clc~ a (J()vernor, to continue in authority during 
il iSf, o od b c III V j {} ur, of w h i c h the t wo ho' \:J te s () f 
(~()unc,l (Jf State and 1\ flt~n)bl y fl10uld j()intly be 
t~c J u<.1gcs, and by majority uf voices fuppl y ~tny 
vac,~ncy in that (Jfficc, whi~ll may hapf}Cl1 by 
difull1Iiol1, Jtatll, or I'cligrl,ttiv,ll., , 

, LE'f t.ll~ Reprelcntativcs i11fo cl100fc out of the 
<:o1ony .t l~r.ge, tV'Jenty .. four proper perfons tp 
c u.~ III tlt te Cl CC)U l: c il or ~ t~ t:, w h () fll0uld for In a 

(lii~.ii4~ or intcrrneJiate branch of the legiH Jturc, 
~nJ holJ their places for life, in order that they 
rnight pC)[lfs ~11 the ~'cight, {tahil~ty and dignity 
du(' to the irrlportancc (jf thcir office. U POi1 

t he de~tl1 or rcfrgnatioll of nn y of the n,en' berg 
let the Atklnbly appoint nnother to fuccc:cd h:m. 

I. r."l' no 111Cf'l1 ber of ei the: r hou re, ex C' ept the 
Tl'calul'el", h<.,lJ a poit ,uf lJ1'ofit in the L;CJvtrn­
JII~ ~ ~.,. 
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TJI:1" the (lovernor h.1VC ~ I)J i(.'y Council of 
(eV{'!l t f ) a,lvifc \vi~h, tho' tbcj 1.'lould nOl be 
nl~a1 bers Ol l'i t her houfc. 

141:'r the Tudges of the C()UTt~ ofC(')n,~(~n T ... 3\\' . ~. 

and L heHlccry be appoj ntcJ hy the l3,)\'rr,n()r, 
W ! l h t h (~ t1 d v i c c of 11 i sl) r i v v (~ (~ ti :~ (' i L. t () h (),l d , 
t h l: i r () nIl t! s ti u r ing t h <: i r g () (~ d b t~ h Cl v i ~ , ur, bu t 
111()ul~ Le excl udt:d a feat ill ei tl1cr huu fe. 

I .. !~'r the ~rreafurer, Sccrctary, ~nd n~hcr ~'cat 
ofliccr s of flate be c hc)fell l",v t h \.: J () \tver h ou le, and 

,/ 

proper fJlarics affigued ,l:O th.:m as w<:l1 il~ to the 
J udgcs, &c. &c. 

IJET all mjll~ ary ofiicers be appointcd by the 
GO\'erl10r, 311d all C")tllcr i11fcrior civ ilolles. 

LJ:T the diIFerent C(.)urts arrotnt their own 
~lerks., 'l.'he· J u{liccs' ill l'aell ('c)unty {llouJd lle: 
pa id f"r tbc!i r felviees, 2 ud req tJ ired to rnett ft)r I he: 
tJ i ri) fl L <: } l o f b uli li fl (", e 'ri c r y t h f ~ C er. (j 11 t h ~ • J ~ e t li v e: 
of thenl b~ authoriz',::u to f()a-(n a Court to ht'ar 
and d(~t\:rrrli'11c cau{~~St and the b~llc(s jinpowercd 
to kccp t~e pC:~t"~, [~c. 2.:,·. . . 

'fHESE are the ()'.lt lille, of . a govetnm~nt. 
whici} "'c"lld, l thillk, prefer\'c the I,rinciple ()f' 

(lur (onH j lut jon, &)11("1 {C:lure the fI~edorrl and h"lJ-

pir,~rs of t11C pC(Jr1c ll~'Lcr t}liln any othtr, 

TH~ Gu\'::rnor wi!1 ha\'e di~r,ity to C-Of!"lman(] 
'1 c ~ c {I: \ r 1 
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neccftary rerpccc antl authoritj', to en:tble h!l'!l'te 
ex e ~ u te, the l J, \V S \ \v i t flO U t b t: ing det er red hy the 
feae ()'f giv·ln~ ofll:ncc; and yet be an1cIlJblc to 
the ott:cr, 11r~11lC hes of the J cJ iflatuJc for' tV~ ry 
V i o] a t i o n f) f the r j g h ts o f c he p C(, P l c • J f i h : ~ ~ t' <: \1 t 
offi~cr \\';S expo{ed to the uncerfain iirue ut fre­
queJlt c:lecliclls, he \,\'oldJ be irlduced to reIa" 
arlel abatc the vigorou.i exccutiOll of the laws 
whenever fucll cnndua would incrcafe his po­
P41~\rit;p. Should he, by difcharging hj~ duty with 
jn~partiality givc on-el.lcc to mell of wcight 21,1 
infiurnce, he w0ulJ be liable to ~11 ,the oppofi.tion, 
tllreatS, and infults \\ hich rc(t'ntillent couJd fu[!­
sefi; nml wh:ch fcw men in Cuch :1 dependert 
jt,ltc would h~ve fuilicient refolution t() neglcc't 
a 11 (1 J i f p i fe • li ene e it \\' o u 1 d fo 1 Jo w, t hat t h t: a p -
pr <. hell fi on s o f lo li J) g his eIe C.l ; c n ;,\' o u 1 cl fr c q ur n t l Y 
inJuce hin) to court the favour (}f 1 he great, ~ t 
the expcnce of the duties of his flati(Jll ~and the 
Fublic goctl. F~or thefe, 2nd 3 v~1tict.y (Jf othfr 
nafon~, "this office thould be 11eld during good 
bc;llaviour. 

1~rI~ Council of State v.~t,o are to confti!ute the 
fe c o n J b [a ne hof i he] c Il i il J t li re i!l () u l ti- ~ c fu r 1 i fe. 
The,! ought to be wt11 informell uf the policy . 
and laws (Jf other !Jates, anJ Iherefore flloulJ be 
inJuccJ by the permancnc(! of their aPilOilltrntnt 
tl) dtvote lileir time to ruch ,ilu~jics a:; n~lav heft: 

i 

quaJify th'-!ll1 for that fration. They "ill acquire 
1i r lrlrl~ (s frorn t hei r i Jl~epenJe ncy, a Il d \At' dd 0111 

fr0111 thcir rtflec]ion and f'xpcrience, ~nd ~ppro .. 
p:-i~:e bQth to the good ti the Hate. l} pOll i!n? 

~ i [~t ~ r ~ ~. ! n t 11 t 
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dira~,reement b:,twecn the Governor and lo\~,'er 
lauu te, t!, is b{'~d y \\' ill 111ed i 2 te nn J adj uft (uch cl it .. 
f~~relltC, will jnve[1j~ate the p~oprjety of Ja\,"s, , 
and l.J r t 'o! nFr () pCJ r ~ fu l n AS tn: l y be o f p u bl j c u ti 1 i ty 
for th~ &'~upt j(;ll ot (he le~j!la:u re, 13t:i n~ fee! udcd 
from oilices (:)f profit, th'cy will not be· ftduced, 
icem th~if du[j' by pc:cunjary conllderations. 

'..1, 

rrI1E Rc~:-cfentatives of the pco?le ",ill' he 
\1 n cl c r 110 t \~ ! n p tat I o 11 l () f \v c r v c fr o n l the cl ~ li g n of 
thl!ir infrirutiGll by brd.>rry or corruption ; ;.lll 
l ... crative poits bcing denied them. And fhould' 
the)' on any occaiion be influenced by im'prop'er 
1110tives, the .ort period of their cl ura tiorl \vi ff 
givc th ~'ir confiitt,ents all opportuJlity of dcpri\'-' 
lllg tberl1 of power tc> d() injury. rfbe Gover11C)(' . 
and the men1bers of the Council of St:lte, fuould 
11c rcttr~i ned frorn i n te rrncJ J l i n ~ fart her in t'h e 
clc~tions of i{cprcfentatives, than ~1crcJy by giving' 
tIl eir vo t es. 

'1" IlE intC'rn II go vernnlrnt anei nol icc of the ',' 
colony b~ing thus provi(~ed for, the llCXt ()bjc~t 
o fin cl u i r y t hat pre fl: Il t sit re l f j s , 11 o w a {u p e: in -
lending po\ver (lver the v.'hole Cc)ntincnt !half 
be railed, and \\,ith ,vh.;tr pr),.', ers irl\'cl1cd. SUC!I 
~ po~ver i!-t cCJlfelled on ~'ll h:1nds to be nccc[fary, 
ils \vcll for the purpofe of connecting the Colo­
Jlics, ,1S for the cilabliih!r.ent of mclny ~encral • 

I le~!IJli!ti()n:i to which the provincial legifl.turcs· 
w ill 110t be cotnpetc1-~t. 

LET :l C:>ngrefs tht"rcrore be nppointcJ, com .. 
pofcJ of mcmbcrs from cach Colon:-, in prØl',:,r .. 

tL! l) 
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tic)n to the:r nunll,er of fou1'5 ; to convene at any 
r1,tt:c tha: I"T)~"Y b'~ a greed u pon, as ofL~n as o cca­

,: · ~i (l" nla ,V re Cl Ll i re. 1.J ett heIn 11 a ve p o \~, ert () aJ.­
'j"~ft (llfputes tJ(~t\l\!{lel1 Col()ni.~s,regulatc the ciiI,tirs 
" of t r.~ de, w ar, p e a C;? ') all i ~1 Il C es) & c • bu t the y 
, fuould by no tneans have au~h()rjty to illtcrfere 
. wi'th the interJ1al f)ol ice or d()nleftic concer115 of 
any Colony, l)ut conn!led firiclly ~') fuch gen~ral 
regu'lations, as th()~ 11eceffary for .. , ~ good of/the 
~'hole, callI1~)t be e!labli!hed by ar,y othcr po\vcr. 

-
BUT 'Jlhetner you fettJ~ the afFairs of go'verll-

'I'ment in this, or any othcr maJlneC, let rue recom .. 
mend to your feriou3 attention th.'(pee~y adj uH:­

':ment of all difputes about the boundaries of )~our 
'Colony, before they rife to fuell, a height as to 
. threatcll ,~reat uncafinefs and inquietude. , 

1'HE claim of the Proprietors of Indiana on 
Onf! 1ide, arid that of the Kantuckce, (Hl the 
~ther, fuould be fairly and imparrialiy heard an\l~' 
dClermined, and llotiee given to the clainlants to 
attend, that ample juftice may be done. III "he 
mean time, would it Jlot be proper to givc rl()lice, 
that nOl1e of thore lallds fhoulJ be fold (Jr fettled, 
until it was ,knOWJl to \\'hønl they apptrtairl. 
'l1be claims of the Indiana conlparlY llrc ttated in 

• • pam.phlet, (fent for your peru fal) and p:ttroniz­
cd by the ()piJliorlS of fome elnillent lawycr!. Bu,t • 
thi!! fhould 'lot prevent a 'firiB: and thorough 
·invefl i gation of t h.e nlattcr. Hoth clai 111 s, i t i g 

~cr,a~n, ~allnot ,be good. lE the treaty of Starl-
• 

W1X 
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_ix fhould be adjudged ,Talid and the right. giveit 
up to the country of Indiana, that fame treaty 
will confirm to the colony on the lands on this 
fide the Ohio, from its mouth, alOJlg the river, 
\lP to the Pennfylval)ja lands in the direCtion of 
the pla(:e called Kittaniny in that province: In 
whicl1 'J01lr.\d~ 2.re ~nclL\ded the' lallds (:laimed and 
fettled by Mr. Henderfon. 

OUR colanial right to thofe lands being fet .. 
tIed, would it n~t be proper to fell all fuch al 
may be unappropriated for the ufe of tlle ColonYf 
and apply the monies to the paymellt of the vatt 
burden of taxes we {hall incur by this war i The 
fooner you determine this, the more eJfeclua))y 
you will fruftrate the defign a\'owed by the au­
thor of a late pamphIet, of feizing all uJlappropri­
ated lands for the ufe~of the Continent; a defign; 
in which, I OWI1~, I fee as few traces of j uftice, as 
in many other of his fcheJlles. · 

HAVING compleated the remarks I intended to 
make, I hope, whatcver reception they may meet 
with, you will impute them to my zeal for our 
country's welfare ,; the or!ly motive that ever 
{ball induce nle to'offer my opinion or advicc. 

I ant, 
Gen/!emtn, , 

lrith the grtateft rttard, 
Tour 'evo/ed Frie'td, 

'A N A T I V E. 




