| ngnyy
To the fawogawyg teftimonies of the happinefs of

a life [pent in the fervice of Gop, may be ad-
ded that of a faithful fervant of CHRiST
- from among$t ourfelves, to wit, DAVID
BRAINAR D, who (pent the flower of
his age 11 a fmtbﬁzl labour, for the conver-
fion of @ number of Indians of this and the
nerg hbouring province.  In the courfe of this
~labour, 1t pleafed Gop to vifit him with fict-
nefs, it is thought, brought on thrd’ the hard-
Jhip be endured in that fervice. His diforder
proved a confumption, which put a period to
bis life in the year 1747, being the 30th of his
age. The following extracls of fome letters
be wrole to bis friends, moftly during bhis
ficknefs, will fully evince the truly chriftian

; a'zf;‘qu ton of mind of this fincere follonwer of
CurisT. Maythey be blefled to the well

difpofed reader.
!. My dear BRoTHER,

F

|’

f"['"‘“*H ERE 1sbutone thmg, that deferves

_Fi our highelt care, and moft ardent de-
fires; and t‘lat 18, that we may an{wer the
ﬂ‘lut end for whlcl 1 We were made, viz. to

010: ify that God, who has glven us our be-
A 1Ngs,
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ings, and all our comforts, and to doall the
good, we pofiibly can, to our fellow men,
while we live in the world: Aund verﬂy
life 1s not worth the having, 1f it be net im-
proved for this noble end and purpofe. Yet,
alas, how lhittle 1s this thought of among
mankmd moft men feem to live to them.
{elves, 'Wlf.hOllt much regard to the glory
of God, or the goodof their fellow crea-
tures ; t’ne}r earneftly defire, and eagerly
purfue after the riches, the honours, and the
pleafures of life, asif they really {fuppofed
that wealth, or greatnefs, or merriment,
could make their immortal fouls happy. But,
alas, what falfe and delufive dreams are
thefe, and how miferable will thofe ere long
be, who are not awaked out of them, tofee,
that all their happinels confifts in living to
God, and becoming holy, as he 15 holy ! Oh,
may you never fall into the tempers and
vanities, the fenfuality and folly of the pre-
fent world. You are, by divine. provi-
dence, left asit werealone 1n a2 wide world,
to act for yourfelf: Be fure then to remem-
ber, itisa world of temptation. You have
no earthly parents to be the means of form-
ing your youth to piety and virtue, by their
pious examples, and feafonable counfels; let
this then excite you, with greater diligence
and fervency, to look up to the father of

mercies, for grace and afliftance againit
call
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all the vanitiesof the world. And if youwould
glorify God, anfwer his jult expeltations
from you, and mike your own foul happy in
this and the coming world, oblerve thefe few
direftions ; tho’ not from 2 father, yet from
a brother, who 15 touched with a tender con-
cern for your prefent and future happinefs.

Daily erndeavour to prictife a life of feri-
oufnefs and firi¢t {obriety. Theé wife man
will tell you the great advantage of fuch a
life, Ecclef. vii. 3. Think of the life of
Chiift ; s and when you can find that he was
pleafed with jefting and vain merriment,
then you may indilge itin yourfelves.

Again: Be careful to make a good im-
provement of précious time. When you
ceafe from labour, fill up your time in read-
ing, meditation, and pra;rer And while
your hands aré labourmg, et your heart be
employed, as much as pofiible, in divine
thoughts.

Further: take heed that you falthfully per-
form the bufinefs youhave todo inthe world,
from aregard to the commands of God; and
not from ai aitibitious défireof béing eftcem-
ed better than others. We fhould always look
upon ourfelves as God’s fervants, placed in
God’s world, todo his work ; and accord-
ingly labour falthfully for hlm not witha
defign to grow rich and great, but to glorify
God, and do all the good we poflibly can.

Again :
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Again: Never expect any fatistaction or
happinefs from the world. If you hope for
happinefs in the world, hope for it from God,
and not from the world. Don’t think you
thall be more huppy, if you hive to {fuch or
{uch a ftate ot life, 1f you live to be for your-
feif, to befettled in theworld, or if you thould
gain ancftate in it ; but look upon 1t that you
ihallthenbehappy, when youcan be conitant-
ly euploved for God, and not for yourfelf;
and defire to live in this world, only to do
and fuffer what God alots you. 'When you
can be of the {pirit and temper of angels,
who are willing to come down 1nto this
lower world, to perform what God com-
mands them, tho’ their defires are heavenly,
and not in the leaft fet on earthly things,
then you will be of that temper that you
ought to have, Col. u1. 2
Once more : Never think you can live to
God, by your own power or {trength ; but
always look to, and rely on him for afliftance,
yea, forall firength and grace, There1sno
greater truth than this, that <we cannot do
aity thing of ourfelves.  Yet nothing but our
ownexperience can effectually teach 1t to us.
Indeed, weare along time inlearning, that
all our ftrength and {falvation is 1n God.
This 15 a hfe, that 1 think no unconverted
man can poflibly live; and yet it 1s a htfe,
that every godly {oulis prefﬁn g after in fome
a00d
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cood meafure. Let it then beyour great
LOHCCI'I'I thus to devote yourielf, and vour
all to God.

[ long to {ee you, thatlmay fay mnuch
more to you than 1 now can, for your bene-
fitand welfare ; but I delire to commit you
to, and leave you with, the father of mercies
and God of all graces; praying that you

may be directed fafely thro’ an evil world,
to God’s heavenly kingdom, and am vour
affectionate brother,

Davip BDraivaxrbp.

To o Speci1ar FRIEND.
CERTAINLY the greatelt, the nobleft

pleatures of intelligent creatures, muft
refult from theiracquaintance with the blefl-
ed God, and with their own rational and
immortal fouls. And . Oh, how dlvme]y
fweet and entertalning 1s 1t, to look into
our own fouls, when we can find all our
powers and paflions united and engaged in
purfuit after God, our whole {oulslonging,
and paflionately breathln gfora conformity to
him, and the full enjoyment of him. Verily,
there are no hours pafs away with {o much
divine pleafure,as thofethatare {fpentin com-
muning with God and our own hearts. Oh,
how fweet 15 a {pirit of devotion; a {pirit of
u,..mafnt.,fs and divine {olgmnity, a {pirit of

goipel
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gofpel fimplicity, love and tendernefs! Oh,}
how defirable, and how profitable to thej
chriftian life, 1s a {pirit of holy watchful.}
nefs and godly jealoufy over ourlelves ; when |
our fouls are afraid of nothing fo much as]

that wethallgrieveand offend the blefled God, |
whom at fach time we apprehend, or at leaft |
hope, to be a father and friend; whom we |
then love, and long to pleafe, rather than to |
to be happy ourfelves, or at leait we delight |
to derive our happinefs from plealing |
and glorifying him! Surely this 1s a pious
temper, worthy of the higheft ambution,|
- and clofeft purfuit of intelligent creatures, |
and holy chriftians. Oh, how vaitly {upe- |
rior 1 the pleafure, peace and {atistaction de- |
rived from thefe divine frames, to thatwhich
we (alas) fometimes purfue in things imper- |
tinent and trifling . Our own bitter experi- §
ence teaches us, that in the midft of {uch]
langhter the heart is {forrowful, and there
35 no true fatisfaction . but in God But,
alas! How fhall we obtain and retain this |
fweet {pirit of religion and devotion. Let]
us follow the apoftle’s diretion. Phil. ii. 12,
and labour upon the encouragement he there
mentions, Verfe. 13. For it 1s God only can af-
ford us thxs tavour; and he will be {fought to,
and it is fit we fhould wait upon him for {o

rich 2 mercy. Oh, may the God of all

graces afford us the grace and influences of
his
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his divine fpirit; and help us, that we may
from our hearts efteem i1t ourgreateit hiberty
and happinefs, that whether we live, we
may live to the Lord, or whether we
die, we may die to the Lord that in hfe and

death we may be his, <. é‘c.
T, bis BROTHER.

Dear BROTHER,

HAD determined to make you md my
l other friends in New-E:gland a vifit this
fall; partly from an earneft defire I had to
{ee you and them, and partly with a view to
the recovery of my health; which has, for
mere than three months pa{’c been much
impaired. My diforder has been attended
with -feveral {ymptoms of a Confumption;
[ have been at times apprehenfive, that my
great change was .at hand: Yet blefled be
God, I havenever beenafirighted ;but on the
contrary, at fome -times much delighted
with a view of its approach. Oh, the blefled-
nefs of being delivered from the clocra of flefh
and f{enfe, from a body of fin, and {piritual
death! Oh, the unfpeakable {weetneis of
being tranflated into a ftate of compleat pu- .
ity and perfection: Believe me, my bro-
ther, a lively view and hope of theie things,
will make the king of terrors himfelf appear

agreeable.— Dear brother, let me intreat you
to
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to keep efernity in your view, and behave
Bourfen, as becomes one that muft {hortly
give an account of all things done in the
boedy. That God may be your God, and
prepare you for his fervice nere, and his
kingdom of glory hereafter, 1s the defire,
and daily prayer of your afiectionate loving
Brother.

To & EliIFND

T § OW amazing 1s it that the living,
E who know they muft die, fhould
notwithitanding, put far away the evil day,
in a feafon of health and profperity ; and
live at fuch an awful diftance from a famili
arity with the grave, and the great concerns
bevond it. And efpecially, 1t may juftly fill us
with{urprize,thatany whofe minds have been
divinely enlightened to behold the import-
ant things of eternity as they are, 1 fay,
that fuch thould live in this manner. And
yet, how rare are the inftances of thofe, who
live and act from day to day, as on the verge
of eternity, ftriving to fill up all their re-
maining moments in the fervice, and to the
honour of their great malter. We 1nfenfi-
bly trifle away time, while we {feem to have
enough of 1t, and are fo ftrangely amufed,
as 1n a great meafure to lole afenfe of the
holinefs and blefled quahﬁcatlor‘s neceflary
to prepare us to be inhabitants of the hea-
- venly



(9 )

venly paradife. But oh, dearfir, a dying
bed, if we enjoy our reafon clearly, will

oivec another view of things, &c. &c. &c.

To his B R O TH E R at College ; written
in the Time of his extreme Illnefs in Bofton,
a few Months- before bis Deat/ﬂ.

My Dear BROTHER,

T is from the fides of eternity I now ad-
drefs you. Iam heartﬂy {orry, that T
have fo little ftrength to write what 1 long
{o much to compaunicate to you. But let me
tell you, my brother, eternity is another
Thing than we ordinarily take it to bein a
healthful State. Oh, how vait ard bound-
lefs! Oh, how fix’d and unalterable. Oh, ot
what infinite importance is it, that we be
prepared for eternity ! Thave been juft ady-
ing now for more thina week; and all a-
round me have thought me {o: Butin this
time [ have had clear views of eternity ; have
{een the bleffednefs of the godly, in {fome
meafure, and have longed to fhare their
happy {’cate as well as been comfortably
fatisfied, that tho’ grace 1 fhalldo fo! But
oh, what anguifh 1s raifed in my mind, to
think of an eternity for thofe who are Chrift-
kefs, for thofe'who are mlﬁaken, and who
- B bring
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bring their falfe hopes -to the grave with
them: the f ight was fo dreadful, I could by
no means bearit. My thoughts recoiled,
and I faid (but under a more aflecting fenfe
than ever before ) who can dwell with ever-
lafing burnings! Oh, methought, that I
could now fee my friends, that I might warn
them tofee to 1it, that they lay their foun-
dation for eternity fure. And you, my dear
brother, I have been particularly concerned
for; and have wondered, 1 {o much neg-
leCted converfing with you "about your {piri-
tual State at our laft meeting., Oh, my
brother, let me then befeech you now to
examine, whether you are indeed a new
creature? Whether you have ever alted
above {elff Whether the glory of God lias
ever been the {weeteft, higheft concern with
you! Whether you have been reconciled
to all the perfections of God? In a word,
whether God has been your portion, and
a holy conformity to him, your chief de-
Light? If you can’t an{wer pofitively, confi-
der ferioufly the frequent breathings of
your {foul: But don’t, however, put your-
felf off with a flight anfwer, 1f you have
reafon to think you are gracelels, oh, give
yourfelf and the throne of grace no rf{’c fill
God arife and fave. DBut if the cafe {hould,
be otherwife, blefs God for his Grace, and
prefs after holinefs. ,-

| The
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The following experience of Jome men of note for
their [fation and learning, exprefled near the
conclufion of therr days, may be a farther
matter of inftruction to the thoughtful reader.

OUNT OXCISTERN, Chancellor of
Sweedland, a perfon of the firlt quali-

ty, flation and ability in his own country,
and whofe thare and {uccefs not only 1n the
chief miniftry of affairs in that kingdom,
but in the greateft negotiations of Europe,
during his time, made him no lefs confide-
rable abroad. After all his knowledge and
honour, being vifited 1n . his retreat from
public bufinefs, by Commiflioner Whitlock,
ambaflador from England to Queen Chrifti-
ana, 1n the conclufion of their difcourfe, he
faid to the ambaflador, I have feen much,
and enjoyed much of this world, but-I ne-
ver knew how to live till now. 1 thask my
good God that has given me time to know
him, and to know myfelf. All the comfort
Lhave, and all the comfort I take, and which
is more than the whole world can give, is
feeling the good {pirit of God in my heart,
and reading 1n his good book (holding up
the Bible) that came from 1t. And further
o ) addrefled
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.addrefled himfelf thus to the ambaflador;
you are now in the prime of your age and

vigour, and in great favour and bufinefs;
but this will all leave you, and you will one

day, better underftand and rehih what 1 fay
toyou; and then you will find that there is
more wifdom, truth, comfort and pleafure
1n retiring and turning your heart from the
world to the good {pirit of God, and 1n read-
ing the Bible, thanin all the courts and fa-
VOurs of princes.

BULSTROD WHITLOCK himielf, a
{cholar, alawyer, a {tatefman, who 1s faid to
have been one of the moft accomplithed men
of his age, when retired from the world,
amongft many other ferious things, thus
exprelt himfelf, [ ever have thought (faid he)
there has been one true religion in the world
and that is, the work of the [pirit of God 1n the
beart and fouls of men. There has been indeed
divers forms and fhapes of things, through
the many difpenfations of God to men an-
{werable to hisown wife ends, 1n reference
to the low and uncertain ftate of man in the
world ; but the old world had the {pirit of
Godfor to {firive with them, and the new
world has had the {pirit of God, both Jew
and Gentile, and 1t firives with all; and they
that have been led by 1, have been the good
people 1n every difpenfation ‘of God to the
world. And I myielf muft {fay, I have felt

it



( 13 )

it from a child to convince meof myeviland
vanity, and it has often given me a true
‘meafure of this poor world, and {fome tafte of
divine things, and it1s my grief I did not
more early apply my foul to it. " For I can

fay, fince my retirement from the greatnefs
and hurries of the world, I have felt fome-

thing of the work and comfort of it, and
that it 1s both ready and able to inftruét and
lcad, and preferve thofe that will humbly
and fincerely hearken to it. So that my re-
ligion is, the good [pirit of God in my heart ;
I mean, what that has wrought in me and for
me.

Dr. DUNN, a great poet, taking his fare-
well of his-friends on his dying-bed, left
this {faying behind him, for them to mea-
fure their fancies and their athons by;—1
repent of allmy life but that part of it I

{pent in coramunion with Ged, and doing
good.

HUGH GROTIUS, a great ftatefmen,
and a man of the moift umverfal knowledge
that thefe latter ages have produced, winds
up his life and choice in this remarkable fay-
ing, which thould abate the edge of other
men’s inordinate defire after what they falfe-
ly call learning, namely, *“ Iwould give all
““ my learning and honour for the plain 1n-
“ tegrity of John Urick, who was a religi-
“ ous poor man, that {pent eight hours lof

118
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“ histime 1n prayer, eight in labour, and
“ but eight 1n meals, lleep, and other
¢“ neceflaries.’””> And to one that admired
his great induftry, he returned this by way
of complaint: Ah! I have confumed my life
in laboriofly doing nothing. And to another
that enquired of his wildom and 1earnmg,
what courfe to take, he{olemnly an{wered,
Be fericus.  Such was thelenfe he had how
much a ferious life excelled, and was of force
towards a dying hour.

To whom may be jotned SALMASIUS,
a famous French fcholar, who lived about
the fame time, after his many volumes of
learning, by which he had acquired great
veneration among men of books, confeffed
fofar to have miftaken true learning, and
that 1n which folid happinels confifts that he
exclaimed thus againft himfelf; Oh! I have
lolt a world of time; time, the moft precious
thing in the world! ‘wher eof, had 1but one
year more, it fhould be fpent in David’s
Plalms and Paul’s epiftles. Oh, Sirs! (faid
he to thofe about hun) mind the world lefs,
and God more. The fear of the Lord, that 1s
coifdom 5 and to depart from evil, that 15 under-

farding,

Extradl
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Extract of a letter wrote by the Earl of Effex,
to bis particular friend the Larl of Sonth-
ampton, femetime b@fare his death.

R R 7ITH refpé& to your natural

3/ gifts or abilities, remember,

Firfi, That you have nothing that you have
not received. Secondly, That you poilefs
them, not as a lord over them, but as an
accomptant for them. Thirdly, If you em-
ploy them to {erve this world, or your own
worldly delight, which the prince of this
world will feek to entertain you with, 1t is
ingratitude, it is injuftice, yea, 1t is pEI‘ﬁdl-
ous treachery : For what would you think
of fuch a fervant of yours, who thould con-
vert your goods, committed to his charge,
to the advantage or {ervice of your greateft
enemy; and what do you lefs than this with
Gop,fince you have all from him, and know
(hat the world, and the princes thereof, are
at a continual enmlty with him. And there-
fore, if ever the admonition of your trueft
friend fhall be heard by you, or if your coun-
try, which you may {erve. in {o great and
many things, be dear unto you; if your
Gop, whom you muft (if you deal truly
with yourfelf) acknowledge to be powerful
over all, and juftin all, be feared by you;
yea, 1f you be dear unto yourlelf, and pre-
ter an everlafting happinefs before a pleafant
dream,
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dream, which you muft fhortly awake out|
of, and then repent in the bitternefs of your!
foul ; if any of thefe things be regarded by
you, then, I fay, call yourfelf to account for
what is paft ; cancel all theleagues you have |
made without the warrant of a religious
confcience ;- make a regular covenant with
your God, to ferve him with all your natural}
and fpiritual, inward and outward gifs and!
abilities, and then he who 1s faithful and!
cannot lie, hath promifed to honour thofe|
who honour him; he will give you that in-|
ward peace of foul, and true joy of heart,
which, till you have, you will never reft;
and which when you have, you ihall never;
be tfhaken; and which you can never at-
tain toany other way.”

Sy ) Wy T P b
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A letter wrote by (the renowned) John Locke f

Anthony Collins, fo be delivered to him af-
ter bis deceafe. '

“ T KNOW youloved me living, and will
preferve my memory when I am dead.
All the ufe to be made of 1t,1s, that this life
is a {cene of vanity which {oon pafles away,
and affords no {olid {atisfaction but in the
confcioulnefs of doing well, and 1n the hopes
of another lite. "Thisis what I can {fay upon
experience, and what you will find to be
truewhen youcome to maxe up the account.
Adieu, 1leave my belt withes with you.




