han . . -
To the )w’& teflimonies of the kappinefs of

a life fpent in the fervice of Gop, may be ad-
ded that of a fe:thful fervant of CHRIST
from amongst ourfelves, to wit, DAVID
BRAINARD, who fpeat the flower of
his age in a faithful labour, for the«conver-
Jion of a number of Indians of this and the
neighbouring province. In the courfe of this
labour, it pleafed Gobp to vifst hiin with ficks
nefs, it is thought, brought on th10’ the hard-
Jbip he endured in that fervice. His diforder
proved a confumption, which put a period to
bis life in the year 1747, 2¢cing the 30th of his
age. ‘The foiowing extralls of fome letters
he wrote to bis f§iends, moftly during bis
Sicknefs, will fully evince the truly chriftian
difpofition of mind of this fincere follower of
Curist. Maythey be blefed to the well
difpofed reader.

My dear BRo THER,

HERE is but one thing, that deferves

our higheft care, and moft ardent de-
fires; and that is, that we may an{wer the
great end for which we were made, viz. tc
glorify that Ged, who has given us our be-
A ings,
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1inge, and all our comforty, and to davall the
qood we poflibly can, to our fellow men,
while wc jive 1n the \&ond And venly
life 1s not worth the havine, 1f1t be not -
proved for this noble end and purpofe. Yer,
alas, how fittle 1s this thourht of among
mankind; moft menfcem to live to them-
{clves, without much regard to the glory
of Gou or the "()(\mf Their fellow crea-
tures; they ea: u,{‘tly defire, and eagerly
purfue after tiic ric u», the ionours, and the
plm[urCs of lite, asif they really iupp()de
that wealth, or greatnefs, or merriment,
could make thux immortal fouls hm"y But,
alas, what falfe and delulive dicams are
thefe, and how miferable will thofe ere long
be, who are not awaked out of them, toiu.,
that all their happine’s confifts in living to

God, and becoming holy, as he i holy ! Oh,

may you never full into the tempers and
vanitics, the fenfuality and folly of tiie pre-
fent world.  You . are, by divine provi-
dence, leftas it wercalone i a wide workd,
to act for vourfelt: Befurc then to.remen-
ber, itisa world of temptation. You have
no carthly parents to be the means of form-
e your )Uuth to prety and, victue, by their
picus examples, and feafonable countuds; let
this then exate vou, with greater dlhgcncc
and fervency, to look up to the father of
ercics, for grace and afliitunce againil

all
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all the vaniticsof theworld. And if youwould
glorify God, anfwer his juft expectations
trom veu, and make your own foul happy in
this and the coming world, obferve thete few
directions ; tho’ not from a tather, vet from
ain othu‘, who s touched with a tm‘du con-
cern for your prefent and future happines.

Daily endeavour to prodife a Iite of feri-
oufnefs and ftrict fobricty. "Ll wife nien
will tell you the great advantage of fuch a
life, ]mcf vit. 3. Think ot the hre of
Chrift ; snd wlien you can find that he was
pleafed with jeitng and vain merriment,
then you may mdulm itit youriclves.

Arain: Be carctul to make a cood im-
provement of precious time. When you
ccafe from labour, ull vp your timein read-
ing, moditation, and prayer. And while
vour hands are labouring, let your heart be
cmp!m'cd as much as pmuu!c, in divipe
thoughts.

quthcx take heed that you faithfully pe
form the bufinets youhave todo inthe wor !d,
trom a regard to the commmands of God; and
not tronian ambitious detireof bungcﬂ(cm-
cd better than others. We thould always look.
upon cunselves as God’s fervants, placed in
God’s world, todo his work:; aad accord-
ingly labour farchfully for him; not with a
delizn to grow rich and great, but to glonfy

(.‘ud, and do all the good we potlibly can,

Agan;
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Again: Never expe@ any fatisfa&tion or
happincfs from the world. Tf you hope for
happinefs in the world, hope for it from God
and not from the world. Don’t think YO
fhall be more happy, if you live to fuch or
fuch a ftate of lifc, it you live to be for your-
fclf,to befettled in the world, orif youthould
gain an cftate in it ; but look upon it that you
thallthen bnhlppy, when youcan be conftant-
ly employed for Cod, and not for yourfclt
and defire to live in this world, orly to do
and fufler what God alots you. When you
‘can be of the fpirit and temper of angels,
who are willihg to come down into “this
lower world, to perform what God com-
mands them, tho’ their defires are hcavenly,
and not in the leaft fet on carihly things,
then you will be of that temper that you
ought to have, Co/. 11. 2.

Once more : Never think you can live to
God, by your own power + {trength ; but
always look to, and rely on him for afliftance,
y<a, forall {hength and grace. Thereisno
greater truth than th.s, that «<ve canact do
any thing of curfelz . Yet nothing buat our

waexpericnce ¢.. . cifectually teach 1t to us.
Indeed, weare along time 1nlcasning, that
alb our ilrengri and falvation 1s in God.
"this s a e, that I think no unconverted
man can poflibly live; and yet 1t 152 hte,

that every godly foulis pref o after in fome
g00 il
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good meafure. Lctit then beyour great
concern, thus to devote vourfelf, and your
all to God.

[ long to e you, thatlmay fay much
morc to you than I now can, tor your bene-
fitand wcltare 3 but I delire to commit you
to, and leave you with, the father of mercics
and God ot all graces pn)mf* that vou
may be directed fafely thro” an evil would,
to God’s heavenly l\mvdown, and am your

atfefionate brother,
l);\\'!..r) Brarxarnp.

To a Srprci1ar FRIEND.

(\_ SRTAINLY the greateft, the nobleft
X_ A picatures of intelligent creatures, muft
seinlt from thuraullmntancc with the blefl-
cd God, and with their own rational and
immortal fouls.  And Oh, how divincly
fweet and centcrtaining 1s1t, to look inte
our own fouls, when we can find all our
powcm and pafitons united and engaged in
purfuit after God, our whole foulslonging,
and paflionately breathing fora confor nnt'y't
him, and the tull enjoy ment of him. Verxh ,
there are no lours pafs away with o riuch
divinepleafure, 2s thoicthatare fpentin com-
muning with God and our own hearts. Oh,
how fiveet is a fpirit of devotion, a fpirit of
ferioutirefs and divine 1wolemnity, afpirt of
rofped
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gofpel fimplicity, love and tendernefs ! Oh,
how deirable, and how profitable to the
chufuan life, 15 a {’pir;t of holy watchful-
n.cis and mdly .,du) ty overouriclves 5 when
o.r fouls are wiraid of .mtlnnq fo much as
thatwelall. mwund oiiend the bieficd God,
whom at fuch time we .1ppuhu)d or at icat
hope, to be a iather and friend; whom we
then love, and lonz to pleafe, rather than to
to bo Lappy ourfelves, orat leaft we delight
to dorve  our ll;lppinefS from  plealing
and gloritying him! Surely this 1s a pmm
temper, worthy of the higheft ambition,
and clofeft urluxt of m*elhgent creatures,
and holy chriﬂians. Oh, how vaftly fupe-
rior is the pleafure, peace and fatisfaction de-
rived from thefe divine fr arncs, to thatwhich
we (alas) fometimes purfue n things imper-
tinent and trifling ! Our own bitter experi-
cnec teaches us, that in the nudit of {uch
laughter the heart 15 forrowful, and there
1s no truec fatisfaction but in God. But,
alas! How fhall we obtain and retain this
{wect {pirit of rehgion and devotion. It
us follow the apottle’s directton Phil. 11 vz,
anid lihour upon the encouragement he there
mentions, Jerje. 13- Forrs Gnd obly can at-
tord us tlus favour; and he will he inunhttu
and 1t s lie we thould wait upon hima tor o
nch a nicrey. Oh, may the God of all
ardaces aﬂ.‘uxd us the grace and inilucnccslqt‘
1S
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his divine (pirit 3 and help us, that we may
from our hearts eitcem it ourgreateft libert Ly
and happinefs, that whether we live, we
may live to the Lord, or whaetler we
dic, we may die to the I,()rd that in Iife and

death, we may be his, e, <

To fis BROTIIL R,

Deai BRoTHER,

¥ HAD determined to make you and my
other friends in DMewo-Lx J’and a vifit this
tall; partly from an carncft mﬁl(, [ had to
fee youand them, and partly with a view to
the recovery of my heaith; which has, for
more than three meaths palt, been much
im;;tircd My diorder has.been attended
with feveral fymptoms of a ¢ ()ILLUDPUOH,,
I have beea at umes apprelwnhive, that my
oreat change was at hand: Yet ;,ucﬂ?;d be
God, Thavenever beenatinghted s but on the
contrary, at fome uines much delighted
with a view of 1ts approach. Ol the bldkd
neds of bong delivered from theclogs of flefh
and icnte, trom a budy of fin, and 1pmtual
death! OQh, the unipeakable Hiwectnets of
bemng tranilated mto a itate of compleat pu-
i and rr-r‘({tion : Belteve me, my Lio-

ther, 1 lively view and L ope e thele thingsy
will make tlu:‘ g of terrors lamic't appeas
. ' . . NS L.

agrecavic, Baar Lrothor, et iniocaivon

1Y)
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to keep eternity in your view, and bchave
yourfdf, as becomes one that muﬁ ihortly
give an account of all things done in the
body That God may be your God, and
prepare you for kis {ervice nere, and his
kingdom of glory hercafter, is the dcfire,
and day prayer ot your aflectionate loving
Brother.

To a ' RIEND.

OW amazing 15 1t that the hiving,

who Lnov they mult dic, ﬂmuld
notwithftanding, puat tur away the evil day,
1n a fcalon of health and profperity ; and
live at fuch an awfu! diftance fmm a family-
arity with the grave, and the great concerns
bevond it. And dpu iyt m‘u ]u{t]y all us
with furprize, thatan: '\\lmk minds hav > been
divinely enlightened to behold the import-
ant things ot cternity as they are, [ fayv,
that ﬁxah fhould live in this macner.  And
yet, how rare are the:nftances of thote, who
live and act from day to day, as on the verge
cf cternity, ﬂlx.lll”‘ to hil up all thar re-
maining moments i tae {ervice, and to the
honrour ot thur grcat malter. We infenii-
Dly trifle away time, while we feam to have
umw*h of 1t, and are fo thrangely amufed,
as a2 ereat meafure fo lofe a fenie of thL
holinets and bladled qualifications necddlary
to prepare us o be inhabitants ot the hea-
venly
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venly paradife.  But oh, dear fir, a dying
bed, 1f we enjoy our rcafon clam}}, will
give another view of things, &c. &c. &c.

To bis BROTHER at Clleyz;  coritten
20 the Time of bis extreme ].//wja in Bolton,
@ few Months bifere bis Death.

My Dear BrROTH ER,

T is from the fides of eternity I now ad-
drefs you. Tam heartily forry, that I
have fo little ftrength (o write what 1 long
fo much to communicate to you. But lct me
tell you, my biother, eternity 1s another
Thing than we ordinarily take 1t tobein a
Lizalthful State.  Oh, how vaft aad bound-
lels! Oh, how 6x’d and unaltcrable. Oh, of
what infinite 1mportance is it, that we be
prepared for cternity t Thave been juft ady-
mg now for more thana week ; ‘and all a-
round me have thought me fo: Butin this
tume | have had dear views of Luxmt) s have
fcen the bleflednefs of the godiy, 1 {ome
meafure, and have longed to thave thar
happy ftate; as well as beon comfortably
1&._.\{1\,\1, that tho’ grace Thalldo fo! But
oh, what anguifh 15 raifed in my wiad, to
think of au eternity for thofe who are Chrid-
icis, for thole who are mitiakcn, and vwho

2) vy

-p
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Lring their falfe hopes to the grave with
them: the hg.at was {o dreadful, {could by
uo means bearit. My thOU”‘htb recoiled,
and I {a1d (but under a moere 1ﬂl&mqn '1i<,
than cver bLfOle) who can dwell with cver-
lafting burnings! Oh, mcthought, that I
could now fee my fricnds, that I mwht warn
them tofee to1t, that they lay their foun-
datton for cternity furc. And you, my dear
brother, I have been particularly concernced
for; and have wondered, I fo much neg-
Jected converfing with you about your fpu I-
tual State at our laft miccting. Oh, my
brother, let me then befcech you now to
cxamine, whether you are mdced a new
creature?  Whether you have ever acted
above feif? Whether the glory of God lias

L
1

cver been the fwectelt, higheft concern with
vou ! Whether you hove been reconciled
to all the perfedtions of God ! In a word,
whether God has been your poriton, and
a holy conformity to hum, your chiet de-
iohit 2 f you caw’tanfwer politively, conli-
der ferioufly the Tregreat breathings of
vour foul : B doa’s, however, put your-
et off with a fheht anbwer, 1 you have
reafon to think yoware gracelels, oh, pnc,
yourfc and {ne throne ot grace no redt, ull
God arifeand 1\ o Bur it the cafe fhould
Le otherwite, hiels God tor his Grace, aad
orefs atter h\);uui..



The fo//orw;zq expeiience of fome nien of note fir
their ;tation and /earmmr, exprefled near che
conciufion of their da)J may be a farther
malter of inftruction to the thoughtful reader.

r YOUNT OXCISTERN, Chancellor of
4 Sweedland, a perfon of the firft quali-

, flation and ability in his own country,
and whofe thare and {uccefs not only in the
chicf miniftry of aflairs 1n tha: kingdom,
but in the greatelt negotiations of Lurope,
during his time, made him no lefs coniide-
rablc abroad.  After all his knowledge and
honour, being vilited in his retreat from
public bulinefs, by Commiflioner Whitlock,
ambaflador from Engiand to Queen Chrifti-
ana, in theconclufion of their difcourfe, he
fard to the ambatlador, 1 have {een much,
and enjoyed much of tius world, but 1 ne-
ver knew how to live till now. 1 thank my
cood God that has given me time to know
him, and to know myfelf.  All the conirort
I'have, and all the comiort I take, and-which
1s more than the whole world can give, 1s
tceling the good fpirit ot God in my heart,
and uaqu in his good book (holding up

the Bible) that came from 1t,  And fu1th‘
addvefled



( I2 )

addrefled himfelf thus to the ambaflador;
you are now in the prime of your age and
vigour, and in great favour and bufinefs;
but this will all leave you, and you will one
gay, better underftand and relifh what I {ay
to you; and then you will find that thercis
more wifdom, truth, comfort and pleafure
in retiring and turning your heart from the
world to the good {pirit of God, and in read-
ing the Biovie, thanin all the courts and fa-
vours of princes.

BULSTROD WHITLOCK himicli, a
{cholar, alawyer, a ftatefman, who is faid to
have been one of the moft accomplx{hed men
of his age, when retired from the world,
amoant many other ferious things, thus
exprelt himfelf, { ever have thought (fzud he)
there has been one true religion 1n the wor]d
and that is, the work of the [pirit of God inth
beart end fouls of men. There has been mdcca
divers forms and fhapes of things, through
the many difpenfations of God to men an-
{werable to hisown wife ends, 1n reference
to thelow and uncertain ftate of manin the
world ; but the old world had the fpirit of
God for to ftrive with them, and thc new
world has “ad the {pirit of (rod both Jew
and Gentile, and 1t ftrives with all and they
that have been led by 1t, have been the good
pecple 1in every dxfpcnfatlon of God to the

world, And Imyfelf muft fay, I have felt
1t
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it from a child to convince me of myevil and
vanity, and it has often given me a true
meafure of this poor world, and fome tafte of
divine things, and 1 is my grief I did not
more early apply my {oul to it. For [ car
fay, fince my retivement from the greatnefs
and hurrics of the world, 1 have felt fome-
thing of the work and comfort of 1t, and
that it is both ready and able to inftruét and
lead, and preferve thofe that will humbly
and fincerely hearken to st.  So that my re-
ligionis, the geod fpirit of God in my heart ;
I mean, what that has wrovght in me and for
me. .

Dr. DUNN, a great poet, taking his fare-
well of his friends on his dying-bed, lcft
this faying behind him, for them to mea-
fure their fancies and their actions by;—I
repent of allmy life but that part of it I
{fpent in communion with God, and doing
good.

HUGIT GROTIUS, a great ftatefmen,
and a man of the moft uriverfal knowledge
that thefe latter ages have produced, winds
up his life and choice 1n taws remarkabie fay-
ing, which ihould abate the edge of other
men’s inordinate defive after what they falfe-
ly call learming, namcly, ¢« [weald give =1l
' ' dnmq and honour for the phm in-
“- ...y ot John Urick, whowas a religi-
¢ ous poor man, that {p:nt cight hours of

Liis
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* his time in praver, cight in labour, and
“ but eight 1n meals, flecp, and other
“ necceflaries.”  And to one that admired
Lis great 1nduftry, he returned this vy way
of complaint: Ah! [ have confumed my life
i laborioufly doiing nothiig.  And to another,
that enquired of his wildom and learning,
what courfe to take, hefolemnly anfwercd
Lie fericus.  Such was the fente he had how
much a fertous life cxcelled, and was of force
towards a dying hour.

To whom may be joined SALMASIUS,
a famous French fcholar, who lived about
the fame time, after his many volumcs of
learning, by which he had acquired great
veneration among men of books, confefed
fofar to have miftaken true learning, and
that 15 which folid happinefs confifts that he
exclaimed thus againdt himfelf; Oh! 1 have
loft a world oftxmv; time, the moft precious
thing in the world! whereof, had [but one
year more, it {hould be fpent in David’s
Phalms and Paul’s cpiftles.  Ohy Sirs! (faid
he to thofe about him) mind the world lefs,
and God more. The fear of the Lord, that 1
wifdom 5 and to depart from evil, that 15 under-

/Ama’um

Latralt
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Extradt Qf a lelter worcte by the Earl of Lflex,
to bis pariicy /arf*'ena the Larl of South-

mpton Jometime befere bis death.

¢ Y YFITH refpett to your natural
AA pifts or abilities, remember,
Firf?, That you have nothing that you have
not received. Secondly, lhat vou poflefs
them, not asa lerd over them, but as an
accomptant for them. Thirdly, If you em-
ploy them to ferve tlns world, or your own
worldly deiight which the prince of this
worid will feck to entertain vou with, 1t 1s
ingratitude, 1t 1s i5j0 1ﬁ1C€, yea, 1t 1s perfidi-
ous treachery : For what would you think
of fuch a fervant of yours, who fhould con-
vert your g roods, comuutted to his charge,
to the advantuge ortervice of your greateft
enemy; and what do you lefs than this with
Gonb,lince you have all from him, and know
that the worid, and the ,mncc» thumf are
at a continual enmity with him. And there-
fore, it ever the admonttion of your trucit
friend thall be heard by you. oraf your coun-
try, which you may ferve 1n fo great and
many things, be dear unto-you; 1if your
Gon, whom you mut (if you deal truly
with )omldf ackrc u]f..im“ to be powerful
overall, and‘,u;.m all, be fearcd by vou;
yea, tf you be dear anto yourfelf, and pre-
teran everlalting happiacts beiore a pleatant
dreane,
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dream, which you muft thortly awake out
of, and then repent in the bitternefs of your
foul; if any of thele things be regarded by
you, then, I fay, cail yourfelf t5 account for
what is paft ; cancelali theleagues you have
miade without the warrant of a religious
con{cience ; make a regular covenant with
vour God, to ferve him with all your natural
and {piritual, inward and outward gifs and
abilities, and then he who is faithful and
canpot lie, hath promifed to honour thofe
who honour him; he will give you that in-
ward peace of foul, and true joy of heart,
«vhich, till ydu have, you will never reft; .
and which when you have, you fhall never
be fhaken; and which you can ncver at-
tain to any other way.”

A letter wrote by {ihe renowned) John Locke fo
Anthony Coilins, to be delivered to bin: af-
ter s deccafe.

«“ F KNOW vou loved me liviag, and vall

preferve my memory when 1 am dead.

All the ufe to be made of 1t,1s, that this life

is a fcene of vanity which foon pafles away,

and affords no {clid fatisfaction but in the
confcioufaefs of leivy well, and in the hopes
of another life.  Tris s what I can fay upon
experiznce, and what you will find to be
truc when yoncome to make up theaccount.
Adieu, Hesve my beit withes wvith you.
JOLIN LOCKL.”





