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 Publiher |

"READER;

/ I \Hele Confiderations about
M Religion and Reafon, deli-

. .ver'd by aPerfon’ of an excellent
Genins and Ability to confider the
Nature of the things he is wont to
dilcourfe upon, being fallen into
my hands, nor being forbidden to
publith them ; I thoughe the Sub.
ject fo weighty, and the way of
handling it both fo ‘difcreet and
folid, that I could not forbear re-
commending it to the Prefs, being
fully perfuaded, the Publick in ge-

" neral, as well as all Perfons in parti-
cular that are concern’d for the
fafety both of Reafor and Religion,
- A2 and
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The Publifber fo the Reader.

and confequently for their Dignity |

as they are Mén, and’ theif Noble-
nefs as they'are Chriftians , will
find fufficient caufe to be pleafed
with the ‘publication: “of it. To
which I have nothing to add but
that, whereas at the beginning of
the following Difcourfe there is
mention made of itsbeing to con-

fift of Two Parts ; one, o (hew, -

that a Chriftian need not lay afide
his Reafon ; and the other, that he
is a0t commanded to do fo: The
‘Author though fit to keep that Pa-
per > which concern’d the lacter,

from mow accompanying the for.
mer, which feems the moft {eafp. -

nable, and likelieft to make impref-
fions on that fort of PerTOns,whdm
he chiefly defigns to perfuade.

THE

 For, though many dﬁw'd themelves 1o
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PR B the juft Grief, and frequent
& . Complamt of thofe that taky to
. heart the Concerns of Religi=
LT om, that they fieit now more
Yurionfly affandted and fudionfly under«
wiin'd. than.qver, not ouly by the vicions
Lives of - Men, but by their licentions Difz

- conrfes. T know, therc have bsen vices in

the World, as long as there have be{cqz ]Idcg:
And “tis an-obfervation us old. 4 Solqn
mon, Ecclef(7. 10, That Men are qpt to
lobkﬁllpm thelr. own ?izz_zgj::m’ wm:[é t[mn
thofe that preceded them.  dpd becanfe I
remember too, shat in veciting .this Coms,
plaint he difapproves it 5 F fhall not dif-
pute, whether other Ages. have beer lefs
fanlty than this we live in; But this I
think I may fay with as much Truth as
Grief, that, among us herein England, the
Times, to-which onr memory can reach,
bave been lefs guilty, than the prefent Time
is,of a {preading and bold Profancuefs,

3 court




i THE PREFACE
court Gold, and Cups, and Miftreffes , listle

lefs than now they do 5 yet thefe were ﬂzl?
acknowledg'd to be Fanlts even by thofe .

that committed them, and the Precepts

and the Counfels of Religion were peglect-

ed or difobeyed , but not their Authority

thrown off or affronted s Men retainiv

gt fuch a kind of refped for Her, a5 the

eldeir Son in the Parable did for bis Father,
swhen,receiving a comnrand from him to go
and werk in bis Vineyard, be anfwer'd , 1
go Sir; though he went not, Mat. 2 1. 30
But now too many of the Vicious do not
only ftandalonfly violate the Laws of Res
ligion , but queftion the Truth, and defpife

thevery Name of 8. They rather choofeto

imitate the Rebels in the other Rarable, ;;md
Jay of Religion what they did of their
lawful King, when theyinfolently declar d,
that they would not have him to réign

over them, Luke 19. 14, They feek not tg .

bide their fins like Adam, but think either
20 cover or protect all others by that greats
eft of all,impiety 5 and,inflead of cheat~
ang Conftience inty filence, (as finners,not
impudent, are wont 16 do,) by deceitful
promifes of repenting hereafter of their
fins, they endeavonr to flifle or depofe it, by
waintaining, that Repentance is 2 weak>

7¢fo of mind, avd Confcience onght pot

to

¢

into Selts and Parties, which for the moff

THE PREFACE. i
to be look'd on as the Vicegerent of & Dein
19, whofe very Exiftence or Providence they
difpute, . .

And that which move troubled me, and
made me moft apprebend the [preading of
this Tmpiety, was, that it was propagated ine
a new way, that made me fear, the Argue
ments not only of vulgar Preachers,but even
of learned Divines themfelves, wonld be
reuch lefs fit than formerly to give a check,
1o its progrefs.  For,till of late,the geme~ -
rality of our Infidels did, either as Philolo-
gers, queftion the Hiftorical part of * the
Scriptures; and perbaps cavil at fome of the
Dottriness or, if they employed Philofo-
phical Arguments, as Pomponatius and
Vaninus did, they borrov’d them frome A-
riltotle, or the Peripatetick School;  And
againit both thefe forss of Adverfaries,the
learneder Champions of the Chriftian Re-
ligion, fuch as Vives, Mornay, and Groe
tius, bad furnifb'd Divines with good and

proper Weapons.  For, the HiStorical pars
of the Scriptures, and efpecially the Miras
eles, were ftrongly confivmable by competent
Teftimonies, and other Moral Proofs, fuffi-

crentintheir kind,  And Ariftotle being
bimfelf 4 dark and dubions Writer and his

Followers ‘being on that account divided

A s part
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part:had nothing to alledge but bis fiugle
Authority, 1was not difficuls.to anfwer the
Arguments drawn from the Peripatetick,
Philofophys and, if that conld not have
been done,it had not been difficult to rejelt
- #he Doltrines themfelves 4 falfe or preca-

riows, . But oyr new Libertines take an=
other and [horter way, ( though I hope it
will mot be amore profperous one, ) to un-
dermine Religion, For,not troubling thews-
felves to examine the Hiftorical or Dollri-
wal parts of Chriftian Iheology, in fuch 4
way ws Jews,Pagads,Mahometans,would
do 5. Fhefe deny thofe wery Principles of
Natural Theology., wherein the Chriftian,
and thofe other differing , Religions agree,
and.which ar¢ fuppos'd in almoft all Reli-
'v.gz'é;;;, that pretend to Revelation, namely,
-#he Exiftence and Providence of aDeity,
.and a Future State(after this life is ended.)
Far; thef¢ Libertines own themfelves to be
‘fo.upo vhe account of the Epicurean, oy
-other. Mechanical, Principles of Philofo-
Dby, and therefore to prefi them with the
wduthorities wont to.be employ'd by Preache
s, is dgproper,fince they are fo far from
paying anyrefped to the wenerable Fathers
.of the Church,that they [light thegeneralia
"3y 0f the Heathen Philofophers themfelves,
- Jrdging no Writers worthy of that nac,
- o ut
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. but thofe that, like Leucippus, Demoirin
§ tus, Epicurus, &vc," explicate things by
i Matter .and Local Motion 5 and therefopg
47 not to be expeiedythat they ﬂm‘uld(re.
verence any- more -bhe-Peripatetick, Argu-
.wents of Scotus gr ‘Aquinasy: thasm he
- Homilies of 52, Auguftine, or s¢,Chry-
Aoftom ; and to give Ariftotle himfelf the
Title of T he Philofopher, were enough ta
make fome of thems conclude the Aferiber
:were, no Philofopher.. . 4nd this, by the
, way, may excufe vse for not having broughs
L into the following Papers the Sentences of
 the Fathers ar the Moralilts, or the. An-
: thority of Ariftotle,or any of the School-
- Philofophers,which 1 fhonld have deolin’ 4
10 employ . though my frequent vemoves
< from place to place,when Twas writing thefé
. Papers, bad not deny'd me the jonvenience
- 0f aLibrary, : ‘ :
. Things being at this pafs,though the Title
-of this Difeourfe acknowledges the Author
of it 1o be 2 Laymans; yet I fhall not beg
~pardon for the enfuting Papers a8 for an in-
trepchment upon the Ecclefiafticks, For
‘befides that, though T kpow Jome Funtions,
et I know no Trushs, of Religion, that
-have the peculiarity of the Shew-bread
.ynder the Law, Mat.. 13.4, with which it
as lapfiul only for the Pricfts to meddles 1
‘ ' ) wily
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will mot 'fo far 3ifih‘ﬁ the Charity of f%,tor’,abra lazy Deplorer-of the danger Ifam

Churchmen., as not to fuppofé , that they
will rather thank thar blame any #man,
shat being not altogether a firanger to this
warfare,offers thews bis affiffance againft
the comweon Enemy in fo impertant aquar-
rel,and [o great a danmger, - The Fathers,

and other Divines, being wont to compare

« Religion in, becaufe it feews’d uotunlikely,
 thar Philofophical Infidels, as they would
. be thought, would be lefs traitable to Di-
-vines, though never fo good Humanifts and

Antiguaries, than 10 a perfon ,t/)z_zrriad/bm
with them upon their.own grounds,and dif-

conrfes with them in their own way, baving
the Church Militant to.a fhip,’twill not be . had 4 (smewbat more than, ordinary curio-
an improper extenfion of the Coveparifon, fityto acquaint kimfelf with the Epicurean
20 f3y, tiat, when the Velfel is threatned “and Catvefian Principles, and exercife
with [bipwrack., or boarded by Pyrates, it kimfelf’ in that Philofophy , which is very
may be the Duty not only of profefsdSea. converfant with things Corporeal, and
men, but any private Paffenger, to lend bis. SPrives to explain them by Matter and Mo-
helping hand in that common danger. And “tion, and Jhakes off” all Authority Cat leaft
Iwifb, ¥ were as fure, that my endeavors thas is wot infallible. ) Vpon fuch Confide-
will prove fucce(sful; o I am, that fuch ' yations as thefe, I comply’d with an occafion
Churchmen - a5 1 moft efteem will hink 1had of Jolemnly asking R ealon the Que-
shem neither needlsfs nor unfeafomable.” fion that Jolhua once ask’d the Angel thay
Nay, perbaps ntybeing a Secular peyfonmay “appear’d o bine in the Plains of Jericho,
the better qualifie e to work on shofe Iam* Are thou. for us, or for our Adverfaries?
2o deal with , and may make my Argu-"Yoth. s, 145 and of - committing to Paper
ments, though not more [olid in themfelves, s#hofe thoughts that fhould eccur to me on
et more prevalent with men that wfhally’ that subject.  And this I the vather did,
( though bow juftly , let them confider, )ighat 1 #sight thereby as well comtribute to
bave a particular pique at theClergy | and! my own [atisfaltion as to that of my
look with prejudice upon whatever is tanght ! Friends. For, as Ithink, that there is no-
bymen, whofe intereft is advantagdbyba- shing that belongs o this life, that o much

ving what they teach believed, - And Iwas! deferyes ur ferions cave as what will be-
the more invited not vo be 4 meer Spela<! ome’ of 45 when we are paft its oI
| » 10ty " think,
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vid T HE | PR EF A C.E .y incomplete and uncorvelled appear in this
think, that be who takes:a yefolution either. " ... 0 Age 5 et the kopes,they confident-
[ embraq’e or rejfit’ff' fg Z}{:pgrtan; 441..;,,,“,28 @gﬂfae m'e,t_b étj_bil‘.']ﬁ“e ,ﬁt . b.(zk.i't'\i;;mz;g 6’
#s Religion ,; withoit \[erio ”ﬂ}' CXAIININE ot be unacceptable nor ufelefs, weve nt, 1
why be does it, may bappen to'make s good  * confefs, alsagether growndlefs.
Choice, but can be but a'bad Choofer. And " Novelty being a thing very aceephable i
1hat I-might not exclnde, b}toq earlza e \égé,' iy }arﬁmlarl}/ i pér]b}z:' ?
thod, thafe things, thas, for-onght 1 "I(A”é”,”’ am t0_deal with, to whom perhaps ‘tis
sright hereafter be pertrnent andafifil, I < " ooy leaft. endearments. of their
fbrew\ m}:Reﬂeamm‘ ?ﬂt‘o-ﬂ‘”e Book)%Tﬂ.to . E}rorf,[de‘/i]d\”' ”‘0” t}.’dt ,tWle/bMEWbat
& Repofisoryto be kept there only as abeap 0L thefe. Papers, to which F de-
of differing materials, that, if they ap- « figned to commit mot Tranferipts of whas
pear’d worth it, they might be. aft er:w@dt + ‘I thought they may bave already met with
review'd, and forted ; and drawn intoan Authors, but: fuch confiderations, as a
orderly Diftourfc, -~ Buty before 1 began 1o - ferious attention, and the nature of the
do what,Lintended, a ficce[fion of -aeci- hings 7 trested of, figgefid 0 mes fo
deﬂt!,(WbEfEWItb’iWde notbeprOPer fbdt moﬁ oftbe fblﬂg! wzl/perbap.r Je
fo trouble the Reader, ) qmte.dwerted‘-; honght nenls and fome few things coinci-
me to ermplogments of -a very ‘?Zﬂ“,”t Hae. dent with what they may have elfewhere
ture’s [0 that thefe.Papers, being throvins . et with, may alfibly appear vasher 1o
by, did for divers yeqi«:slie.negleﬁed.,wzt/‘) D
many others till at length the perfon; f o {fubjects, 1oother Authors and to we, than
whofe * perufal I in ibe;ﬁ'ﬁ« P Jace dezlﬁ_gnd % “to.have been borrowed by me of thew, Bus
shen, join'd with fome atbe;»mte ‘zgeqt ﬁweﬁ: ” t]ﬁi{gk T e fofi, T emplay, that
Friends 10 urge me 1o fend thew abrosd, oo commoenly enongh employed beforey and
shough Iwas not in a condition bogive tbem.éé :i*/t'bj:i.e’,l 1 may s that Bave done Religion
he finifbing firokes, or fo much asto filwp., uo differvice’s For having taken notice, that
ﬁ"’e;‘d of tlf’e flmlk’?i‘ m}{eiafﬂeyo%j Z: aii ﬁme of the mote familiar Arguments had
me Leave to e [uppry a whe: ldbe ak, =  hoos P
Yeifure, -And i;fall}eed, mt'wit/.ﬁandi‘_ﬂg*f,be ; ,ji'.ﬁgql f eree in. thear, but had lgtjm‘{p z:._
juft averfuefs 1had from letting a piece: oo

o InCOR

0

N

i dpavebeen fuggefied by confidering the fame

U THE PREFACE " ix



%  THE PREFACE
tvarily propofed as 2o be lyable to exceeptions
‘that had difcredited thems Imade it niy
care, by propofing them more cautionfly , to
prevent fuch objeitions, which alone kept
their force front being apparent. .~
I was not unmindful -of the great Dif-
advantage this Tralk was likely to undergo,
partly for want of a more curions neeshod,
and partly becanfe my other occaffons tés

quived,that if I Publifhed it at all, it muft

be left to come abroad unpolif'd and un-
Srifbed.But though this Inconvenience had
like to bave [uppreft this Difconrfe 5 yetthe
force of it was much weaken'd by this con=

fideration, that this inmethodical way of

Writing would beft comply with what was
defigned and pretended in this Paper, which
was, not o write a compleat Treatife of the

Subjeli of it5 but only to fuggeft about it

Jome of thofe many confiderations, that
(qudiz'g:zlqﬁg wight have BCcurred to zﬁrlmt
I do not pretend t0) an Enlightned and.
Penetrating Intellect, And the Loadftone,
divers of whofe Phenomena are mention'd

in the body of - this little Trai?, figgefted.

Jomewhat to nze in veference to the Publi-
cation of 1t; by exciting in me a hope,
that,if this Difconrfe have any thing near.
#s much Truth a5 X endeavont dto furnifh

| ) #

H

cifing its Atsraive and Diredlive powers
upon Steel and Iron, :
As for the Style, I was vather fby than

_ambitions of bringing in the Thorns of

#he School-men or the Flowers of Rhetoric:
‘For, the latter,though they bad of theirown
accord [prung up under my Pen, 1 fhould

“bave thought improper 1o be imployed in o
[feriows and Philofophical 4 Sulgeé : ‘Anja.l
-4 to the former, I declin’d them, in com-
- plaifance to the bumor of my Infidels, who

are generally [o.-prejudicd againft the

. School-men, that fcarce any thing can be

prefenied them with more difedvantage

#han in aScholaftick drefs 5 and 2 Demon~.

Sration will fearce pafs for a good Argn-
‘ment with fome of them, if it be fore
‘aned into a Syllogifwe in mode and figare,
That therefore, whieh I chiefly aim'd at in
‘my expreffions,was fignificancy and clear=
;mﬁ',. that mmy Reader wight fec, thit I wan
willing $o make him judge of the firengeh

- of wny Anguments, and wonld not put bine
"l th_g_ trouble of diviningin whatir lay,

nor

4 3¢ with, that Truth will bave its operation
“ upon fincere Lovers of it, notwith anding
‘ the want of veg#larity in the method :  As

. a good Loadftene will not, by being rough
. and rudely fhap'd, be binder'd from esxer-

]
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aor inveigle bin by- otnamenti of fpesch, 3 would not have the nieaner thowghts of ey

to think it greater than it was. . IWE5 | quyments for not being piroposd mith the

t
(

.al;[b,led' by my Reafon, # well as by my

Tuclinationy to be careful not to rail at 1y
Infidels : And though 1 have fome caufe to

confidence; whevewith many Writers are

" wont to recommend weaker proofs, For I

wrote.to intelligent Men, and, in the judg-

think, that many of them bad their wn= ous of [k T yever obferv'd that a De-
derftandings debanch’d by their lives,and monfivation ceasdl to be thought one for
were foddnc'd from the Church #0t by Di- - poing odeftly propas'ds but I bave often
‘agoras or Pyrrho, but by Bacchus and - puown 4good drgumentlofe of its credit
Venus get I treat them as fuppofngthem by the invidiows Tisle of a Demonftra-
1o be what they wonld be thonght, Friends  fion  And I mnfl furtber beg my Rea-
40 Philofophy : And being but alayman, . g, 4, eftimate’ my Defign in thefs Pa-

- Ldid ot think, my.fe {f,obliged o talk bo peérs by the Title of thene,in which I donot
. thess 48 ont of a Pulpis,and threatenthem grorend 1o make Religion trample upodt
with Damnation unlefs they 'bd{wd %6, . Reafon, but only to fhew the Reconcile-
but chofe to difiourfe to them rather 4310 ablenefls of the one to the other, and- the
erring Virtuofi, than Wicked wresches.. . friondlyagreement between them. Iam &
 This moderation that I have us'd to- . verfon,who looking pen it a8 my Hononr
wards. thews, will, I bope, induce them 10" 4y Happinefi to be bosh a Man , and &
vant me two or thiee reafonable requefts 5 | Chriltiam, wonld neither write nor believé k

whereof the fistt Shall be, that they would 3 #ny thing, that might misbecome me in ei-
not make a final judgment of \thefe-Pa- % shor of thofe twacapacities. Iam not-&
pers till. they have perns'd shem quite . Ghyiftian, becanfe it is the Religion of my
through 5 efpecially having in their ‘Eﬂeé "Countrey, and ny Friends 5 nor, becanfe I
what is. declar’d in the Preamble; whereq 4 [ranger to the Principles either of the
both the defign and feope of shembule dif~.© Aromical, or the Mechanical Philafophy,
courfé, and what.it does not presend0, 7 1. adwiit no mans Opinions in the whole
expreft, - The next thing I am 10.vequfY lump and have not ferupled, on occafion
of them , and 1y Readsts , ¥, fﬂﬂ""&‘w?"i 4 10 own diffents from the generality of lear-

ned
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" med men whether Philofophers or Divines: 4" fity, and both induftrion 1y pry into things .
And when I choofé 10 travel in the beater “within ber ﬁ:berejf d ﬁz; g Ky acks ;é;
Road, "tis not becanfe I find 'tis the Roady : ledge (what no Philofapher that confiders

but becanfe 1 judge 18 the Way. Poffibly ¢ willdeny ) that there are. fome things be-
1 fhould have much fewer Adverfarses, if  yondit, Andinthefe st i, that I think it
all thofé that yes are J0, had as attens s well ber Duty to aduit Revelation , o
tively and impartiallyconﬁder’d the Points . ber Happinefs to have it propos’d 1o her :
in Controverfie a5 1 bave endeavorr’d to - Andyeven asto Revelations themfclves,I al-
do. They would then,tis like, bave feens ~ low Reafor to judge of them before fhe
that the Queflicn 1 handle, is not whetber " judges by thera.  The following Papers
Rational Beings onght to aveid 'Um.'eaﬁmm will, I hope, manifeft, that the main dif-
ble Affents, bwt whetherwhen the Hiftorical ference betwixt my Adverfaries and me
and other Moral Proofs clearly fway the ! is,that they judge upon particular Diffi-
scales in favonr of Chriftianity,we ought  culties and Objetions and I upon the
0 20 fiie from the Difficulties that attend the | whole matter. And to conclude 5 as I ma ke
0 granting of a Deily and Providence, to  ufe of iy Watch to eftimate Time, whers
! Hypothefes 5 whether Epicurean or others, | ever the Sun is abfent or clouded, but when
that are themfelves incumber'd with con= he [hines clearly forth, I feruple not to cor= .
{ formdz'ng Dz‘ﬂicnliie; :-On which account I ° rect and adjuft my Watch by his Beams caft
% conceive, that the Queftion between them | on aDials {0, wherever no better Light #
- aind e is not, whether T bey, or I aught . #o be had, I eftimate Trush by my own Rea-
i to fubmit 1 Reafon: { for e both agree in’: for3 but where Divine Revelation can be -
i/ _ thinking our Jelves bound to thats ) bet > confulted, T willingly fubmit my fa Vible
G whether ‘They or I fubmit 10 Reafon the ¥ Reafonto the fure Informations afiorded by
i : fullieﬁ infornd'd, and leaft byafs'd by Sen= Celeftial Light, o
by . fuality,Vanity, o Secular Tutereft. 1 fhould beve put an_end 10 this long
o " Ireverenceand cherifb Reafor 4 musb,I_;-ef- Preface, but that to the things, which bave
l &ope, as any of thems but 1 wonld have . been faid concerning whas Thave written of
Reafon prac#ife Ingennity & well as Curio=' my own, 1 fec "tis requifite that 1a Ad a
o My | az fo

B A
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ferw words abont what I quote front other
Hriters 5 efpecially. becanfe in this very
Preface 1 #eention vty having intepded
1o eutcrtain wy Friend with oy owe
Thaughts.  Of the Citations therefore that
1wy Reader will meet with in the ﬁ'l_/owmg‘
Tapers, I have this Accownt to give him:
(1.) That Lhad written she Confiderati=
ons and Diftinitions to which they ave an-
nexed, before 1 met with thefe cited Paffa-
ges, which T afterwards infersed i the
Margent, and other vacant places of #y
Epiftle. €2.) Thatthefe Paffages are uot
borrow'd from Books that treat of the
Gyuth of the Chriftian Religion » ot of
ChiiftianTheology at all but are tak s from

Authors that write of Pbilafopbit'al Sttha .

jeéts, and are by nee apply’d to Mi_ne,wbr;ch
are wfirally very difpant from Theirs. (3. If
gou then ask, we, why I make ufe of their,
Authortty o and didnot content #ty Jelf

with myown Ratiocinationsé Thave this §o -

Aufwer 5 that my dejig_rz being to couvinge:
avotber who had no reafon ta look upon wry.
Authority, audwhon 1had canfe to fufpect
to bave enfertain'd fome prejudices agatuft
any. Reafons that foeuld comefrom one tbat;_
confeffediy ainid at the defending. of the'
chriftian Religion, Ithought it wery propc;;:
" ' : -

THE PREFACE e

-and expedientto les bim fee,that divers of
the fame things  for fubftance,) that I
deliver'd in favour of -that Religion; begl
been sanght as Philofophical Truths ky Men
that were not . profefs'd Divjnes . qud
were Philofophars , “and fuch jirit Na-
- turalifts too, asita be extraqrdinarily carp-
v fulnatso take any thing. into their Philofo-
phy upon the acconnt of ~Revelation.  And
on this occafion let me obferve 8o you, that
there are fome Arguments, which being
clearly bult upon Senfe or evident Experi-
wrents, need borrow no Alfiftance from the
Refutation of any ‘of the Propofers or Ap-
provers,and may,}l I think, lzeﬁj‘;’b mazéb
- compar’dto Arrows [hot ont of a Crofs-Bow,
or Endets fbot out of a Gun, which bave
the fame firength, and pierce equally, whe-
ther they be difeharg’d by a Child, or 4
firong Man,  But then, there are other Rar.
tiotinations, which either do,or are fup-
pos'd todepend, in fome meafure, upon the
Jjudgurent and skill of thofe that make the
Obfervations whereon they are grounded,
and their Ability to difcern Truth from
Counterfeits, and Solid thiugs from thafe.
. phat are but Superficial ones: And thefe
oty be compar'd to Arrows fhot out of
1 Long~Bow,which make wuch the greater
| a2
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, impre[ﬁan , by being fhot by a fivong and
skilful Archer. And therefore when we
quel?ian,ngbat Dolirines ought or eught not
to be thought Reafonable, it do’s not a lit-
#le facilitate a Propofitions appearing (uot
Contrary, but) Confonant to Rezﬁm, that
*sis look'd uponas fuch by thof¢ that are ac-
‘keowledged the Mafters of thas Faculty.
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" SOME
? CONSIDE‘R/ITIONS
' ' ABourT S
! | | The Reconcileablenefs
,]
- OF
{ - " . . e .
1 R_EASON & RELIGION.
N : RRATA | | ; '
B E : o The Firft Part.
1 Ag. 38. line 6. read of for or,ib.1. 9. deleall thatis
; contained in that whole lpm:nthlelﬁsil ib. 1, d19.‘if'1'hc ,
b ; , beginning in that line with the woids no ) 3 o . e
i ngzg;?;{fd eefé?nrgné ;x;t l? 7, with the words,coﬁ’ﬁg"m R S to_ What you write 1n your
§ i and moved, istobcinclludgdge]tw%en tw%ﬁfgmsffapa:;; Friends name s hear the
il hefis, . D. 43,1, 18, del, Parenthefis betore . o
b zv:rdss,aggeﬂa 33(13[’““!1. 30, before the word, ande bqtmm of the ﬁrﬂ' page
AR i of your Letter, perbaps I
I ;TS {hall not miftake if I guefs,
. - that, when He feems but to propofe 4
fi. o Queftion, he meads an Objeifiony and
Vo .. covertly mtimates, that I, among many
r | | - others, amreduc’d to thdt pafs, that to
o embrace our Religion, we muft renounce
" our Réafon 5 and conlequently, thae to
I | . bea Chriftiun, one muft ceafe to be 1
oo - | | - Man, and much more, leave off being
i ,, " a Philofopher. |
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What liberal Conceffions {oever fome
others have been pleas’d to make on
{uch an Occafion as this, they do not
concern me 3 who, being ask’d but my
own Opinion,do not think my felf re-
fponfible for that of others. Andthere-
fore, thatI may frame my Anf{wer fo, as
to meet both with the obvious fenfe of
the Queftion, and the intimated mean-
ing of Him that propofes it, I {hall
roundly make a Negative Reply, and fay,
That Ido not thiuk, that a Chriftian, o be
truly o, # oblig'd 1o forego his Reafon s ci-
sher by denying the Dictates of right Rea-
fom, or bylaying afide the Ufe of it.

I doubt not but this Anfwer isdiffer- -

ing enough from what your Friend ex-
pedts 5 and perhaps thofe Grants, that
have been made by theIndulgence or
Inadvertency of many perfons,eminent
for being Pious or Learned, may make
you your felf ftartle at this Declarati-
on: And therefore, though you will

. not, 1 know, expect an Anfwer to what

Objettions your Friend may make,fince
he has expre(sd but what He thinks
ought to be a Chriftian’s Opinion, not
what he has to obje again{t what is
fo 5 yet,to fatisfie thofe Scruples that
you your felf may retain, [ fhall endea-

. vor

(3)

vor (but with the Brevity that be-

~ comes a Letter ) to acquaint you by
: 'themfeloes, with fome of the Pofitive In-

ducements , that have led me to this

~ ‘Opinion, and intermeave fome others, in

anfwering the chief Objections that [

~ 'think likely to be made againlt it,

- And this Preamble, fhort asit is,will,

- Thope, ferve to keep you from mifta-

king my defigns which,as you may ga-

. ‘ther from what[ have intimated, is not
to give you the pofitive proofs of the

Chriftian Religion ( which is not here

" tobeexpe&ed from a bare Defendant,)

but to give you fome Specimensof fuch

| ‘Eeneral Confiderations, as may proba-

ly thew, that the Matter (or Effential

 Dottrines) peculiar to the Chriftiaa
<+ Religion, is not fo repugnant to the
“ Principles of true Natural Philofophy,
. asthat to believe them,a Man muft ceafe

to a& like a Rational Man, any more

" than he would be oblig’d to do by em-
* bracing other Religions, or evn the

Tenents that have been held without

~ difparagement to their Intellettuals,
- by the meer Philofophers themfelves;
. twhich laft Claufe I add, becaufel pre-
. fume, you do not expett, that [ fhou!d
. be follicitous to vindicate the Chrifti-
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-ans belief of aDeity from being Irra-
. may be ) well evinc’'d, they will not
" only prove thereft of the Chriftian Re-

tional 5 fince,befides that perhaps your
Friend would think him(elf affronted
to be dealt with as an Athesf}, without
having profefs’d himfelf one, the Acs
knowledgment of a Deity blemifhes
the Chriltian’s Reafon no more, than it
do’s that of Men of all Religions , not

* tofay of allMankinds and imports no

other contradittion to Reafon, than
what has been judg’d tobe noneatall
by the Greateft, if not by all, of the
Philofophersthat were fam'd for being
guided by Reafon ( without Revelarti-
on.) And I fhall venture to add (up-

ontheby ) that, s [do not for myown

part think the Atheilts Philofophical
Objections (if your Friend had pro-
duc’d them) to be near (o confiderable
for weight or number, asnot only thofe
few that deny a God,but many of thofe
that believe one, are wont to think Jo
the Chriftian is not reduc’d, as is ima-
gin'd, to make the Being of a Deity a
meer Poffulatum 5 (ince, befidesthe Phi-
lofophical Arguments he can alledge in
common with the beft Champions for a

Deity, he hasa peculiar Hiftorical Proof

that may fuffice; the Miracles perform’d
by Chrift and his followers being fuch,
that

~ toinvert the Order, and firf}
- that difficulty which is the Principal,and

&g)”~ S

that if the matter of Fa& canbe (asit

ligion, but in the firft place, That there
muft be a God to be the Author of

them, _
But though of thetwo things which

my defign obliges me to Endeavor the

making good of, the moft Natural order

- feems to be, that I fhould firft thew,
. That no Precepts of Chriftianity do
- cotmand aMan to lay afide his Reafon

in matters of Religions; and #hen, That
there is nothing in the Nature of the
Chriftian Doétrine it felf that makesa
Man #need to do fo3 Yert Ithink it not
amifs in treating of thefe two Subjelts
confider

which your Friend and You jointly de-

» fite to have my thoughtsof 5 namely,
. Whether there be a necelfity for aChriftian
" 40 deny bis Reafon? And then we fhall

proceed to examine, Whether, though
he #eed not difclaim his Reafon, it be

- neverthelefs his Duty foto do?

]
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To proceed then to the Confidera-
tions that make up the former Part of
thisEpiftle 5 7 fhall in the firlt place di-
Stinguifb betwixs that which the Chriftian
Religion it felf teackes, and that which is

tanght by this or that Church or Sei of
Chriftians, and wiuch more by thisor that

particular Divine or schoolman.

T Need not perfuade you, who can-
not bur know 1t fo well already, that
there are many things taught about the

Attribures and Decrees of God, the

Myfteries of the Trinity, and Incarna-

tion,and divers other Theological Sub- -

jects, abour which not only private

propofe and Difcourfe of things, one
- would judge, that they think it is the

i

. office of Faith, not to elevate, but to

~ trample upon Reafor 5 and that things

are then fitteft to be believ'd,whenthey
are not clearly to be proved or under-
ftood, Andindeed, when on the one

_ fide T confider the charitable defign of

the Gofpel, and the candid fimplicity

. that fhines in what it propofes, or com-

. mands 3 and on the other fide, what
- ftrange and wild Speculations and Infe-
. rences have been father’'d upon it, not

© only in the Metaphyfical Writings of
" {ome Schoolmen, but in the Articles of

Chriftians, but Churches of Chriftians -

donot at allagree. There are too ma-

ny Men, whofe Ambition, or Boldnefs,

or Self-conceit, or Intereft, leads them
to obtrudeupon others, as parts of Re-

ligion, Things that are not only Stran- -

gers, but oftentimes Enemies toit, And

there are others, who out of an indife -

ereet Devotion are (o {ollicitous to in-

creafe the Number and the Wonderful-
nels of Myfteries, that, to hear them

propofe

Faith of {fome Churchess [cannot but
think, that if all thele Dofirines are
parts of the Chriftian Religion, the
Apoftles, if they were now alive,
would be at beft but Catechumini 5 and 1
doubt not but many of the nice Points
that are now much valued and urg’d by
fome, would be as well difapproved by
St. Paul, asby Arifiotle; and fhould be
as little entertain'd by an Orthodox Di-
vine, asa Rigid Philofopher. Idonot
therefore allow all that for Gofpel,
whichis taught for {uch in a Preachers
Pulpit, or ev'n a Profefiors Chair. And
therefore , if Scholaftick Writers , of

B4 what
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'what Church {oever,take the liberty of
impofing upon the Chriftian Religion
their Metaphyfical Speculations, or any
other meerly humane Doétrines,as mat-
ters of Faith,] who, not without fome
- Examination,think Metaphyficks them-
felves not to have been for the moft
part over-well underftcod,and apply’d,

fhall makebold toleaveall fuch private

Dodtrines to be defended by their own
Broachers or Abettors 3 and fhall deny,
that it will follow, That in cafe of this
multitude of Placets,which fome bold
Men have been pleafed to adopt into
the Catalogue of Chriftian Verities,
any or all {hould be found inconfiftent
with right R eafon, the Chriftian R eligi-
onmult be fotoo. For by that name [
underftand onely that Syftem of Re-
veal'd Truths that are clearly deliverd
in the Scriptures; or by legitimate and
manifelt confequences deduc’d thence.
And by this one Declaration fo many
unneceflary and perhaps hurtful Retain-
ers to Chriltianity ‘will be at once
thrown off, that I doubt not, but if you
confider the Matter aright,you will ea-

fily difcern, that by this firlt Diftin@ion -
I have much leffen’d the work that s to
ke done by thofe that are to follow it. .

SECT,

{; N
1
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SECT. 1L

- In the next place, among the things
that feems not rational in Religion, I
make a great difference between thofe ,
in which unenlightned Reafon is manifeft-
by a competent Fudge, and thofe which
Natural Reafon it [elf may difcern to be
out of its Sphere,
" You will allow me, That Natu-
val Theology is fufficient to evince
the Exiftence of the Deity 5 and we
know that many of the old Philofo-
“phers, that were unaffifted by Revelati-
_on, were, by the force of Reafon, led
to difcover and confefs a God, thatis,a
“‘Being {upremely perfect; under which
Notion divers of them exprefly repre-
fent him. Now. if there be fuch a Be-
.ing, tis but reafonable to co,nceiv;, that
there may be many things relating to
‘his Nature, his Will, and his manage-
ment of things, that are without the
- 8phere of meer or unaffifted Reafon,
 For, if his Attributes and Perfetions
- be not fully comprehenfible to our
“ Reafon, we can have but inadequate
- Conceptions of them 5 and fince God

iy
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15 2 Being, toto Celo, as they fpeak, differ- or with fome addirion of -other Parti-

ing from all other Beings, there may be ";,f'%Soul. ¢ oy again conflitute a living
?Man; and fo effect that Wonder we call

fome things in his Nature, and in the
manner of his Exiftence, which is with-
out all Example or perfe& Analogy
in inferior Beings, For we fee, that
evn in Man him(elf the Coexiftence
and intimate Union of the Soul and Bo-
dy, that is, an Immaterial and a Corpo-

real fubftance, is without all Prefident .

" or Parallel in Nature, And theugh the
truth of this Union may be prov'd ; yet

~ the manner of it was never yet, nor

perhapsever will be, in this Life clearly
underftood, (to which purpofe I fhail
elfewhere fay more. ). Moreover, if we

fuppofe God to be Omnipotent, (that
is, to be able to do whatever involves

no Contradiction that it (hould be
done, ) we muftallow him to be able

to do many thingsthat no other Agent

can afford us any Examples of,and fome
of them perhaps fuch, as we, who are
but finite , and are wont to judge of
things by Analogy, cannot conceive
how they can be perform'd, OF the
laft fort of things may be the recolled-
ing a (ufficient quantity of the featter'd
matter of a Dead humane Body,and the
contriving of it fo, that (whether alone

or

cles) upon a reconjunétion with the
ey

' urrefion.  OF the latter fort is
:lﬁ: gfgation of Matter out of nothing,
and much more the like Production of
thofe Rational and Intelligent Beings,
Humane Souls, For as for Angels (good
‘or bad, ) I doubt, whether meer Phi-
Jlofophy can evince their Exiftence,
“though I think it may the poffibility
thereof. And fince we allow the Deity
" a Wifdom equal to this boundlefs Pow-
_er,’tis but reafonable to concewc,.tbat
thefe unlimited Attributes conf{piring
may produce Contrivances and frame
Defigns, which we Men muft be unable
( at leaft of our felves ) fufficiently to
underftand , and to reach to the bot-
tomof. And by this way of arguing
* it may be made to appear, That there
" may bemany things relating to the De-

" jty above the reach of unenlightned
" humane Reafon,

Not that I affirm 2
~ thefe things to be in their own Nature

:* incomprehenfible to us ( though fome
- of them may be fo, " when they are
“ once propos'd 5 but thatReafon by its
.- own light could not difcover them par-

ticu»
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ticnlarly, and therefore it muft owe its
knowledge of them te Divine Revela-
tion.
clofe thofe things tous, fince not only
he muft needs know about his own Na-
ture, Autributes, ¢»c, what we cannot

poffibly know unlefs he tells us, and
.points as thefe believes rather what the

fince we know, that whatever he tells
us is infallibly true, we have abundant
Reafon to believe rather what he de-
clares to us concerning Himfelf and

And if God vouchfafes to dif- -
' of, there muft indeed be fomething that

. Jooks like captivating onesR.eafon, but

5 and an immatetial Spirit, (hould be uni-
4 ted foasto make up one Man. In fuch
j cafes therefore as we are now {peaking

’tis 2 fubmiffion that Reafon it felf . ob-
Jiges us to make 3 and he that in fuch

Divine Writings teach him, than what

- -he would think if theyhad never in-

-form’d him, does not renounce or in-

- flave his Reafon,but fuffers it to be Pu-

.pil to an Omnifcient and Infallible In-
- ftruter, who canteachhim {uch things,
. ;as neither his own meer R eafon,norany

Diviae things,than what we (hould con-
clude or guefs about them by Analogy
to things of a nature infinitely diftant

from his, or by Maxims fram'd accord-
ing to the nature of inferior Beings, If
therefore he clearly reveal to us, That
there is in the Godhead, Three diftin&
Perfons, and yet that God is Oune, we,
that think our felves bound to believe
God’s Teftimony in all other Cafes,
ought fure not to disbelieve it concern-
ing himfelf, but to acknowledge,thatin
an unparallel’d and incomprehenfible
Being, there may be a manner of Ex-
iftence not to be parallel'dinany other
Being,though it thould never be under-
ftood by us Men, who cannot clearly
comprehend,how in our felves two fuch
diltant Natures as that of agrofs Body
and

-others could- ever have difcovered to
“him, '
1thought to have here difmifs’d this
' Propofition, but I muft not omit to give
‘it a confirmation afforded me by chance
(or rather Providence:) For, fince [
- writ the laft Paragraph,refuming a Phi-
lofophical Enquiry,I met in profecuting
-it with a couple of Teftimonies of the
“truth of whatI was lately telling you,
‘which are given not by Divines or

" Schoolmen, but by a couple of famous
- Mathematicians, that have both led the
-, way to many of the Modern Philofo-
- phers to fhake off the reverence wont

to
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to be born to the Authority of great 2thfi fame thiﬂg'b}’ other ways, but all

Names, and have advanc’d Reafon in a,
few years more than fuchasVanizgs and
Pomponatins would do in many Ages;:
and have always boldly,and fometimes
fuccefsfully attempted to explain intel-
ligibly thofe things, which others ferg-:
pled not cither openly or tacitly to con-
fefs inexplicable.- -

The firlt of thefe Teftimonies T met
Wwith in a little French Treatife put out

hy fome Mathematician » who, though -

he conceals his Name, appears by his
way of writing ro be a great Virtuofo,
- 8nd takes upon him to give his R eaders
in French the new thoughts of Gilsleg,
by making that the Title of his Book.
This Writer then fpeaking of a Paradox
( which Ibut recite ) of Galileo's, that
makes a point equal to a Circle, adds,
Pag. 12,25, EF Per confequent l'on peut dére,
%. ¢, and confequently one
* may fay, that all Circles are equal be-
tween themfelves, fince each of them i
€qual to apoint, For though the ima-
gination be overpower’d by this Idea or
Notion 5 yet Reafon will (uffer it felf
to be perfuaded of it, [know ( con-
tinwes be ) divers other excellent Pej-
fons (befides Galileo) who conclude

the

_pre conftrain’d to acknowledge,that in-
f;fliw’ ihle and infinite are things that do
Yo fwallow up the mind of Man, that he
fcarce knows what to pitch on,when he
contemplatesthem. For it will follow
from Galileo’s Speculation, & c. which
paflage I have cited, to fh_ew' you, that
Galileo is not the only Philofopher and
- Mathematician who has confefs'd his
Reafon quite paffed about the Attri-
butes of what isInfinite, o
4 The other Teftimony I mentiond to
ou, is that of the excellent Def-Cartes
in the fecond Part of his Prin-
tiples of Philofophy , where |
{peaking of the Circle to be made by
- Matter moving through places il lef~
fer and leffer, he has this ingenious ac-
“knowledgment 5 Fatendum tamen oft
(fayeshe) in motuifto aliquid reperiti,
guod mens quidem “noffra percipit effe
werum, [ed tamen quo patfo fiat non com-
prebendit, mempe Divifionem: quarundgng
particularum Materie in infinitum , five
indefinitans , atque in tot partes nt nulla
.eogitatione determinare poffimus am ex-

Numb. 34:1

signame, quin intelligamms ipfam in aliss

“adbuc minoves reipfa effe divifam, And
;inthe Clofe of the next Paragraph, he
E gives

i
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gives this for a Reafon, why, though we |
cannot comprehend this indefinite di~ ©
vifion, yet we ought not to doubt of
the truth of it, That we difcern it to ;
be of that kind of things that cannot

be compriz'd by our minds as being but
finite, ' '

If then fuch bold and piercing Wits, -

and fuch excellent Mathematicians are

own Reafon, but that of Mankind may
be paffed and non-plus'd about Quanti-
#y, which is an Objet of contemplation
Natural, nay, Mathematical, and which

is the Subject of the rigid Demonftra-

tions of pure Mathematicks; why fhould
we think it unfit to be believ'd, and to

of God, who is effentially an Infinite
Being, and an Exs fingulariffiusun, andin

divers other Divine things, of which
" ufe when reftrain’d to thofe things
. whence they took their Rife,and others
i * of the like natures which yet ought
efpecially in this life, clearly compre- - -
"= (trines that feem not copfonant to them,,
- For the Framers of thefe Rules having,
: generally built them upgn the Obfer-
¢ vations they had made of Natural and

~ Moral things, fince ( as we Jately argy-

N I - ed)

we can have no knowledge without
Revelation,there (hould befome things,
that our Finite underftandings cannot,

hend:

SECT,

SECT. IIL

To this Confideration, 1 foall for Affi-
nities [ake Lﬁzbjoin another, which Ileave
30 your Liberty to look upon as a diftini®
one, or s an Enlargement and Application

forc'd to confefs, that not only their of sie former, '
~ difference between a Doctrines being
. repugnant to the general and well-
" weigh'd Rules or Diftates of . Reafon,in
" the forming of which Rules it may be
* fuppos'd to have been duly confider'ds

I confider then, that there isa great

and its difagreeing with-Axioms, at the

be acknowledg d,that in the Attributes - Eftablithment whereof the Dolrine in
 on, There are feveral Rules that pafs
" current ev'n among the moft Learned

Queftion was probably never thought

Men,and which areindeed of very great

not to overthrow thofe: Divine Do~

it

-
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ed YReafon it felf cannot but acknow-
ledge, there are fome things out of its
Sphere, we muft not think it impr flible,
that there may be Rules, which will
hold in all inferior Beings for which
they were made s and yet not reach to
that infinite and moft fingular Being
call’d God, and to fome Divine matters
which were not taken into ‘Confiderati=
on when thofe Rules were fram'd, And
indeed, if we confider God as the Au-
thor of the Univerfe,and the free Eftas
blifher of the Laws of Motion, whofe
geperal Concoutfe is neceflary to the
Confervation and Efficacy of every
particular ‘Phyfical ‘Agent, we cannot
but acknowledge,that by with-holding
his Concoutfe ; or changing thefe Laws
of Motion, which depend petfectly up-

not all, the Axioms and Theorems of
Natural Philofophy : Thefe fuppofing
the Courfe of Nature,and efpecially the

Eftablift'd Laws of Motion among the -

parts of theUniverfal Matter, as thofe

upon which all.. the Phenomens of Na< '

ture’ depend. *Tis aRufé ih Natural
Philofophy, ifiaé Carfe neifirie frmper
dgunt qiantun poffunt s But it will noe
follow from thence, that tie Fire muft

tiad necef-

()

é neceffarily burn Danicl’s three Compa®
* nions or their Cloaths , that we’re.cdﬁ |
o by the Bahylonian King's Command info - -
' the mid{t of a Burning fiery Furnace,

when the Author of Nature was pleas’d
“to withdraw his Concourfe to the Ope-
‘ration of the flames, or fupernaturally

. “to defend againft them the Bodies that

were expofed to them. That Men once

“truly dead cannot be brought to life
"~ again, hath been in all Ages the Do-
* “Grine of meer Philofophers; but though

thisbe trueaccording to the Courfe of

" Nature, yet it will not follow bat that
 the contrary may be true, if God inter-
 pofe cither to _recall the departed Soul
- and reconjoin it to the Body, if the Or-
. ganization of this be not too much vi-
. tiated, or by {o altering the Fabrick of
on his Will, he may invalidate moft, if .~ the matter whereof the Carkafs con-
" Aifts, as to reftore it to a fitnefs for the
" Exercife of the Functions of Life. - A-

*_geeably to this let me obferve to you,

that,though it be unreafonableto be-

~ lieve a Miraculous Effe& whea attribu-

ted onely to a meer Phyfical Agent; yet

~ the fame thing may reafonablybe be=
~ liev’d, when afcrib’d to God, or to A-
gents aflifted with his abfolute or fu-

 pernatural Power,

That a-Man born
Ca blind
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. blind fhould in a trice recover his fight’
upon the Application of Clay and Spit-
“tle, would juftly appear incredible, if?
the Cure were afcrib’d to ope that alt-

.low, that it ought to be incredible,that
~the Son of God fhould work it.  And
-thelike may be (aid of all the Miracles
perform’d by Chrift, and thofe Apofiles
-and other Difciples of his, that ated by
-virtueof a Divine Power and Commif-
fion.
fes it {uffices not to make ones Belief ir--
-rational, that the things believ’d are im-
poflible to be true according to the
courfe of Nature; butit maftbe fhewn,
either that they are impoflible even to
the Power of God to which theyare .
aferib’d,or. that the Records, we have,

of them, are not fufficient to beget Be- "

liefin thenature of a Teltimony 3 which
latter Objection againft thefe Relations
is Forreign to our prefent Difcourfe.’
And as the Rules about the power of
Agents will not all of them hold in
God; (ol might fhew thelike, if Thad -
time, concerning {fome of his other At- -
tributes: Infomuch that ev’n in point of
Juftice, wherein we think we may free-
liclt make Eftimates of what may or
may

B

fmay not be done, there may be fome.
“cafes, wherein God's fupreme Domini-

on, as Maker and Governor of the.

"World, places him above fomeof thofer

ed as ameerMans but it will not fol- R j1es 5 Tfay,

fome, for I{ay not above:
2l thofe Rules of Juftice which oblige:
all inferior Beings , without excepting:
the greateft and moft abfolute Monarchs

ithemfelves, T will not give Examples:
of his Power of Pardoning or Remit-:
‘ting Penalties, which is but. a relaxing

For in all thefe and the like Ca-,‘};of his ownRight3 but will rather give.

‘an inftance in his Power of affiting

“and exterminating Men, without any.
“Provocation given him by them. T will

not here enter upon the Controverfie
'de Jure Dei in Creaturas,upon what it 18

.founded, and how far it reaches. For,

without making my (elf aparty in that
Quatrel, Ithink, I may fafely fay, that

" God by hisright of Dominton, might,
" without any violation of the Laws of
: Juftice,

have deftroy’d and ev'n annihi-

lated Adam and Eve before they had

_eatenof the forbidden Fruit, or had

been commanded to abftain fromit.For
Man being as much and asintirely God’s.

~ Workmanfhip as any of the other
. Creatures 3 unlefs God had oblig'd him-

_ {elf by fome promife or pa&ttoli

mit the.

C3 Exer~
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Exercife of his abfolute dominion over Jeountervail. But mentioning this in< -

him,God was no more bouand to pre-

and therefore, as we allow , that he
might juftly recall the Lives he had giv-
en thofe innocent Creatures when he
pleas’d, ("asaftually he often orderd
them to be kill’d andburn’'d in Sacrifice
tohim: ) fo he might, for the declara.

way the Livesof 4dam and Eve.though..

they had never offended him, - nd upon
the (ame grounds he might without In-
juftice have annihilated, [ fay no,

damn d their Souls 5 he being nomore
bound to coutiuue Exiftence to aNo- "

bler,than a lefsnoble Creature: Ashe
Isno more bound to keep an Eagle than
an Oyfter always alive. [ know, there

fame to inferior Creatures: But that

difparity . if it concern any of his At» -

tributes, will concern fome other than -
his Juftices which allow'd him to re-
fume ar pleafure the Being he had only
Yent them, or lay any Afflition on them
that were Jefler than that Good could

coun-

ed

ferve Adam and Eve longalive, than he
was to preferve a Lamb, or a Pigeon 3 iy

tance only occafionally, I fhall not pro-
ecute it ady further , but rather mind
ouof theRefult of thisand the fores

’g,ing Confiderations which #s, Thae

7,

Divinely reveal’d Truths may fees to
berepugnant to the dictatesof Reafon,
‘when they dobut feem to be fo: Nor
‘does Chriftianity oblige us to queltion

#uch Rules as to the cales they were

tion of his Power to the Angels,or for ifram’d for, but the application of them

other Reafons, have fuddenly taken a-:

sto the Nature of God, who has already
“been truly {aid to be Ens ﬁngulari_[/?mum,
“and to his abfolute Power.and Will 5 o

“ithat we donot rejelt the Rules we
fpeak of, but rather limit them ; and

“isvhen we have reftrain’d them to their
‘due bounds ;» we may fafely admit

them, © - R

-+ From Mens not taking notice of, or
.not pondering.'this neceffary limitation

is a difference betwixt Gods rei‘um‘ing-? -of many Axioms deliver'd in general

a Being he lent Adam, aud his doing the -

terms, feems to have proceeded a. great
Error, which; las made {o many Learn-
ed Men 'prefume to fay, Fhat this ok
that thing is:true in Philofophy , bue
falfe in Divihity, or- en the contrary::
As for inftance, that a Virginjcontiou-
ing fuch,may have a Child,is look'd
upon as-a Article which Theology al-

. - Cs ferts
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ferts to be true , and Philofophy pro-

nounces impoffible, But the Objection

| (e5) |
ut fince Phyficks themfelves lead Men'

iio the acknowledgment of aGod, ‘tis

is grounded upon a miltake, which #not repugnant to Reafon, that, if God

might have been prevented by wording -

the Propofitions more warily and fully,
For though- we grant, that, Phyfically
{peaking , *tis falfe, that'a Virgin.can
bring forth aChild; yet that fignifies
no more, than that, according to the
courle of Nature, fuch a thing cannot

come topafs.5 but {peaking abfolately -

and indefinitely, without confining the

Effelt to meer Phyfical Agents, it may
fafely be deny'd that Philofophy prew

nounces . it ‘impofiible that a Virgin
fhould be a Mother, For why fhould
the Author of Nature be confin'd tothe
ways of working of : dependent and
finite Agents? And to apply the An.

{wer to theDivines that hold the Opini-

on Toppofe;. Ifhall dematid, why God
maynot out of the fubtance of a Wo-

man forin aMan, without the help of a -
-Man , aswell asat theheginuing of the -°

fubftance of aMan he form’da Womag
Mithout the concurrence-of a Womagp

:And fo, that Jron being a Body far heas
vier, (in fpecie, as they fpeak, ) will,

if upheld by no other Body,fink in wa-
ter; 18 4 Tryeh in Natugal, Philofophy

Ot R

but

%leafe to interpofe his Power, he may
( as in Elifba’s cafe)

make Iron {wim,ei-
ther by withholding his concourfe tothe
Agents, whatever they be that caufe
‘Gravity in Bodies, or perhaps by other

‘:ways unknown tous3 fince a vigorous
Loadftone may. as I have more than
‘once try’'d, keep a piece of Iron, which
it touches not, fwimming in the Air,.
"'though this thin Body muft contribute
far lefs, than water would, to the
. {uftaining it aloft. e
. ‘¢ » That {trict Philofopher Des Cartes;

awho-has with great Wit and 'no lefs

 Applaufe attempted: to carry ‘the Me-

chanical Powers of matters higher than
any of the Modern Philofophers; this
. Naturalift, [{ay, that afcribes fo great'a

. power to Matter and Motion, was fo far

" from thinking, that what was impoffible
to them, muft be foto God too", that,

though he were urg'd by a learned Ad- |

“verfary with an Argument aslikely as

- any to give him a {trong Temptationto
limit the Omnipotence of God; yet.
- ev'nonthisoccafion he f{cruples not to
- make thisingenious and wary Acknow-

ledg-

Nt i v i b 7 SR A e A i
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:.Tc’.'dgment,-amdf tha;) in a private Letter 5§ . -
*or my part,lays he,ef think we 4 - !
ever 10 fay of any thing lllﬂtk’ﬁa‘- z;;]l"%}tg SECT, IV. '
Jible 20 God, » For alf that is trye and; U
good being dependent on bkdlmigbtineﬁ, " In the next place, T think we ought fa.
I dare not fo much as J%, that God vane . diftinguifh between Reafon confider'd in.
710t mal(el a Mountain without 4 Valley, or it felf,and Reafon confider'd in: the Exer-
Volam, feconq 4770 make it true, that e 5 cife of it, by this or that Philofopher, or
Lettce vi, « 4nd two fhall pot make threes by this or that Man, or by this or that
but T _1/:2_11 only, that he has gie cémpany or Socicty of Men , whether ¢ll,
Yen me a Soul of fuch 4 naturethat I cap- of one Sei, or of more.
ot concerve a Monntain withous 4 Valley B -
nor that the Aggregate of one and of two’ % School-phrafe, I fhall exprefs this more
Joall npt make three, &c. and 1 fay only, i thortlybyfaying, I diftinguifh between;
that fuch tbz.ng.r imply a Contradittion in " Reafon iz Abftraito , and in Concreto,
#y Conception.  And confopantly to " To clear this matter, we may confider;
this. in his Principles of Philofophy he .. That whatever you make the Faculty
B cv. On 2 certain occafion this ufeful | of Reafon tobe in it felf, yet theRati-
‘C“m'°ﬂ:~%vd #b fatis tutd & fine er- | ocinations it produces are made.by
Parte prima.  7474% periculo aggrediamyy , & Men, either fingly reafoning;or concure
Anic. 24, - €3 nobis cantely eff utendum , i ring in the fame Ratiocinations and O-
corden #t. femper quim’ maxime. yor .+ pinians 5 and confequently, if thefe
COrGenury & Dewnt Autoreme reyyys ¢fe & Men do not make the beft-ufe of their
j’”ﬁ”"_””’: & Nos emuina finites, -7 B R eafoning Faculty, it will notbe necefn
: {ary, that what thwarts their Ratiocina-
- % tions, muft likewife thwart. the Princi~
5 ples or the Dictates of right Reafan.For,
{ Man having a Will and Affections as
1 well as an Intelle&, though our Dijudi~

()

it

“mate

- If you will allow me to b'(')i'mwja; /

cations and Tenents ought indeed ( im

R N

;
N



(28)
matters {peculative ) to be made and
pitch’d upon by our uabias'd Under-
{tandings 5 yet really our Intelle(tual
Weaknefles, or our Prejudices. or Pre-
polleflion by Cuftom, Education, ¢re.
our Intereft, Palflions, Vices,and [ know

them, that there are very few Conclufi-

ons that we make, or Opinions that we | begins his Principles of Philofophy

efpoufe, that are fo much the pure Re-
fults of our Reafon, that no perfonal
Difability, Prejudice,or Fauit, has any
Intereft in them.

This T have eifewhere.
About the Di- " more amply difcours’d of

yerfity of Re-

ligions, on another occafionswhere- many occafions, that he elfewhere tells

fore Ifhall now add but this, :
That the diftin&ion, I have been propo- :

fing,does (if T miftake not ) reach a

great deal further than you may be a- |

ware of, For not only whole Sedts,
whether in Religion or Philofophy, are
in many cafes fubject to Prepofleffions,
Envy, Ambition, Intereft, and other
misleading things, as well as fingle Per-
fons; but, which is more confiderable
to our prefent purpofe, the very Bod
of Mankind may be embued with Pre-
judices, and Esrors,and that from their

ki s asici i e I

Childhood, and fome alfo ev'n front
their Birth, by which means they con-
tinue undifcern’d and confequently un~

form’ds | '
* This you will think an Accufation as

bold as highs but to let you {ce, thae

! the Philofophers, you moft refpect, have

not how many other things, have fo-;;_ made the fame Obfervation, though

great and f{waying an Influence on

not apply’d to the {ame cafe, I muft put
you in mind, that Monfieur Des Cartes

with taking notice, That, becaule we
are born Children, we make divers un-
! right Judgments of things,which after-
i wards are wont to continue with us all

| our Lives,and prove radicated Prejudi-
. ces, that miflead our Judgments on {o

" us, he found no other way to fecure
* himfelf from their Influence, but once
. in his Life tolemnly to doubt of the
| Truth of all that he had till then be-
| liev'd,in order to the re-examtning of
| his former Dijudications. - But I remem-
! ber, our illuftrious Verulam ‘warrants a
i yet farther Prejudice againft many
| thingsthat are wont to be 1pok’d on as.

il "

i ¢he fugoeftionsof Reafon.  Forhaving
y é told ugsg._, That the Mind of Man is be-
' fieg'd with four differing kinds of Ldol; '

' . . PRV R .-o

Child>




, . (30) .
‘ot Phantafms, when he comes to enutne-
rate them, he teaches, that there are not
only fuch as Men get by Converfation
and Difcourfe one with another, and
fuchas proceed from the divers Hypothe-
Jes or Theories and Opinions of Philofo-
phers, and from the perverfe ways of
Demonftration, and likewifefuch as are
perfonal to this or that Man,proceeding
from his Education, Tempetament,$tu-
dies, &c. but fuch as he calls Idola #ri-
bus,becaufethey are foundedin humane
Nature it felf, and in the very Tribe or
Nation of Mankind 5 and of thefe he

‘particularly difcourfes of feven or eight;
As that the Intelle& of Man has an in-
nate Propenfity to fuppofe in thingsa
greater order and equality than it finds,
and that being unable to reft oracqui-
efce,it does alwayestend further and
further 3 to which he adds divets othet
innate prejudices of Mankind, which
he follicitoufly as well "as judicioufly

endeavorsto remove, T

Now,if not only fingle Philofophers,
and particular Sects, but the' whole bo-
dy of Mankind be fubje& to be fway’d
by innate and unheeded Prejudices and

Praclivities to Errors’ about “miatters

that are neither Divine, nor Moral, nor

Poli- |

i R

(31
Political, but Phyfical, where the at-
tainment of Truth is exceeding plea-
fant to humane Nature, and is not at-
tended with confequences diftalteful to
it: Whymaynot we jultly fufpe¢tnot
only this or that Philofopher or parti-
cular Sects but the generality of Men,
of having fome fecret propenfities to
errabout Divine things, and indifpofi-
tions to admit Truths, which not only
dete® the weakneffes of our Nature,
and our perfonal difabilities, and there-
by offend or mortifie our Pride and
our Ambition, but thine into the Mind
with fo clear as well as pure and
chafte a light, as is proper both to dif-
cover to our felves and others ourVi-
ces and Faults, and oftentimes to crofs
our Defigns and Intere(ts? ','

~ And to this purpofe we may take no.

which my Lord Bacor obferves to be-
fiege or pervert Mens Judgments in re-
ference to things Natural, may probably
have the fame kind of influence ( and
that much tronger ) on the minds of
Men in reference to Supernaturalthings,

i things have once ‘pleasd the Under-
; ftanding,'tis apt to ‘draw all otheérs to
LR com-

tice, that divers of thofe very Idols,

gThu's he takes notice , that, if fome
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eomport with, and give Suffrage; to
them, though perhaps the Inducements
to the contrary belief be either more
numerous or more weighty. He ob-
ferves alfo, that Man is apt to lopk up-
on his fenfes and other perceptions as
the meafuresof things,and alfo,that the

underftanding of Man is not fincerelyy.
difposd to receive the light of Truth,j
but receives an infufion as it were of}
adventitious Colours ( thatdifguife the§

light } from the Will and Affections,
which makes him fooner believe thofe
thingsthat he is defirous fhould be true,

and rejet many others upon Accounts
that do no wav infer their being falfe. |
Nowif we apply thefe things to Divine §
Truths (to which "twere well they§
were lefs juftly applicable ) and confi«
der,that in our Youth wegenerally con- §
verfe but with things Corporealand are §
fway'd by Affettions. that have them |
for their Objedts , we Thall not much |
wonder,that Mea fhould be very prone, § | MO,
either to frame fuch Notions of Divine | likely, that rational Beings (hould fegk
things as they were wont to have about §
others of a far different and meaner na- §
ture s orelfe toreject them fornot being |

Analogots to thofe things which they. § ' d Affe
0 | how. cap we admire, efpecially if ye
L D - admit

have been us'd to employ for the mea-

fures §{ -

futes of trothand falfity: -And if we

confider the inbred pride of man,whiclt
isfuch, that if we will believe the Saz
cred ftory, ev'n ddew in Paradife affect:
ed to bg Jike God Knowing good ‘and
evil, we (hall not fo much marvel, that
almof} eyery man in particular makes
the Notions he has entertain’d alre_qdy_,
and his Senfes, his Inclinations and his
Interefts , the Standards by which he
eftimates and jidges.of aly other things,
whether natural ot reveal’d. And as,
Heraclitas juftly complain’d, that every
man fought: the knowledge. of nagural
things in the Microcefin, that is, him{elf,
and pot in the Mecrocofzz, the Waorld;
{o we may jultly complain, that men
feek all the knowledge, :fhey. care 9
find, or will adpmit, either ip thefe Jistle
worlds themfelves, or from that greaf
World, the Univerfe s but pot fom
the Omnifciegt Author of F{’%“?m both.
And lalily , if evn in purely Phyfical
things, where one would. not ‘think, 1t

Truth with any other defigns than,/0
finding and enjoying it,our Underftapd-

| ipgsare (o upiverfally byas'd, and -
| pos'dnponby pur Wilis and Affetionys
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admit the fall of our firft Parents, that
our Paffions and Tnterefts,’ and often-
times our Vices fhould pervert our In-
celletts about thofe reveald Traths; |
diversof which we difcern to be above |
our comprchenﬁons,and more of which

we
Inclinations,

SECT. V'.'

And now 'twill be feafonable forme i
| _almoft Catholick,and

to tell you,That I think,there may be §
i vers of the famous Queftioners of Chri-

things be- ¢

a great difference betwixt a

ing contrary to right Reafon, or fo much

as to any frue Philofophy, and its being |
v'd Opinions of Phi- ¢

lofophers,or to the Principles or Con- |

- taught and believ’d for many Ages, as

may juftly apply to my ¢

contrary to the rece?

‘clufions of this or that Set of them.

~ For here I
prefent purpofe , what Clemens Alexan-

find to be direcly contrary to out

drinws judicioufly faid on another Oc-

cafion, that Philofophy was neither Pe- !

ripatetical, nor Stoical, nor Epicurean,
but whatfoever among all thofe feveral
parties was fit to be approv'd. |

" And indeed if we furvey the Hypo-

330l SRt
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thefes and Opinions of the feveral Setts

of Philofophers, efpecially in

thofe #
pownts ;.

- points wherein they hold things repug-
-pant to Theological Truths , we (hall

find many of them {o {lightly grounded,
and fo difagrecing among themfelves,
chat a fevere and inquifitive Examiner

‘would fee little caufe to admit them

upon the bare Account of his being a
Philofopher, though be did not feeany
to reject them upon the Account of his
being a Chriftian, “And in particular,
as to the Peripatesicks, who byinvading
all the Schools of Exrope ( and fome in
Afia and Africk ) have made their Sect
have produc'd di-

ftianity in the laft Age, and the firlt
part of this3 the World begins to be
apace undeceiv'd as to many of their

Dodrines , which were as confidently

thoe that are repugnant to our Religi-
on; and thereis now fcarce any of the
modern Philofophers that allow them-
felves the free ufe of their Reafon,

‘who believes anv longer, that there 1s

an Element of Fire lodg’d under the
fuppos'd Sphere of the Moon 3. that
Heaven confifts of folid Orbs3 that all
Celeftial Bodies areingenerable and in-

corruptible ; #hat the Heart,rather than

Da the




the Brain, i the Origine of Nervess
shat the- tortid Zone 1s unidhabitables
‘and I know not how many other Do-
-&rines of the dAriftotelians; which our
“Corpufenlarian Philofophiers think {o lit-
‘tle worth being believ’d , - that .they

‘would' cenfure him, that fhould now
think them worthy to be follicitoufly |
-confuted 3 upon which feore L prefume §
you will allow fne to leavé thofeand |
“divers othets as weak: Petipatetick con- §
‘Ceits, to fall by their‘own groundlef- §

‘nefs,
“But you .
teans,and the Somatici, that will allow
‘nothing but Bodyin the World, nor no
“Author of -it bit Chancejarethorefor-
‘midable Enemics to Religion'than the
‘Ariftotelians, And ndeedFam apt to
think they are{o, but they'may well be
fo without-deferving to -have any of
‘their Seds look'd upon asPhilofophy it
felf; there being’ none of them ithat ‘1
k#éw of, that maintain-any Opinionin-
confifténtwithChriftianity,that I think
miay not be made appeartobealfo’ re-
pugnant to Reafon, or at leaft not de:
monftrable by it. You will nor expect
I thould defcend to particulars, efpecis
ally having exprefly difcours'd againft,

the

B
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will tell me, that the Epick= |

(37)
the Epicurean Hypothefis of the Origine
of the World in anether Paper 3 and’
therefore I fhall obferve to youin gene-.
ral,that the Cartefian. Fhilofophers,who
lay afide all Supernatural Revelation in
their Inquiries into Natural things, do
yet both think. and, as to the two firft
of them,yery planfibly prove,the three
grand Pringiples of Epicuras, That the
little Bodies he calls Atoms are indivi-
fible, That they all have their motion
from themfelves, and That there is a
4 wvacuum in rerum naturs,to beasrepugs
{ nant to meer Reafon, as the Epicureans
i think the Notion of an Incorporeal
| Subftance, or the Creation of the
: World, or the Immorrality of the Soul,
i And as for the new Somaticiy fuch ag
o Mr. Hobbs (" and (ome few others ) by
what I have yet {een of bis,I am not
much tempted to for(ake any thing that

Ilook’d upon asa Truth before, ev'nin
J Natural Philofophy it {elf, upon the
{core of what he (though never fo
coufidently) delivers, by which hither-
| toIfeenot,that he hath made any great -
i difcovery either of new Truths, or old
| Errors, An Honourable Member of the
¥ Royal Society , hath elfewhere pur-

o R R
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i pofely thewn, how ill he has prov’d his
D3 own
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own Opinions about the Air, and fome
other Phyfical Subjets, and how ill he

has underftood and oppos'd thofe of -
his Adverfary, But to give youinthis

place a Specimen how littletheir repug-

nancy to his Principles or Natural Phi-.

lofophy,ought to affright us from thofe
Theological Doctrines they contradi&t,
T fhall here (but not in the Body of this
Difcourfe, for fear of too much inter-
rupting it ) examine the fundamental
Maxim of his whole Phyficks, That no-
#bing is remoped but by a Body comtiguous
and movedsit having been already (hewn
( by the Gentleman newly meation’d )
that, as to the next to it, which is, rhat
there is no vacuum, whether it be true or
no, ke has not prov'd it.

If no Body can poflibly be moved
but by a Body contiguous and moved,
as Mr. Hobbs teaches 5 1 demand, How
there comes to be Local motion in the
World? For,eitker all the portionsof
matter that compos’d the Univerfe,have
motion belonging to their Nature,
which the Epicureans affirm’d for their
Atoms 3 or (cme parts of Matter have
this motive power, and fome have not 3
or elfe none of them have it, but all of
them are naturally devoid of Motion.

It

(39) |
If it be granted, that Motion does na-
turally belong to all parts of Matter,the
difpute is at an end,the conceffion quite
overthrowing the Hypothefis. If it be
faid, that naturally fome portions of
Matter have Motion, and others nor,
then the Affertion will not be Univer-

fally true: For though it may hold in

the parts that are naturally movelefs or
quiefcent, yet it will not do fo in the
others, there being nothing that may

" fhewa neceflity, why a Body, to which

Motionis natural, fhould not be capable
of moving without being put into mo-
tion by another contiguous and moved.
Andif therebe noBody to which Mo-
tion is natural,but every Body needs an

“outward movent,it may well bedeman-

ded, How there comes to be any thing
Locally mov'd in the World; which yet
conftant and obvious experience de-
monftrates, and Mr. Hobbs himfelf can-
not deny. For if no part of Matrer

‘have any Motion- but what it muft owe

to another that is contiguoustoit, and

~ being it felf in Motion impels it 3 and
if there be nothing but Matter in the

World, how can there come to be any
Motion amongft Bodies, fince they nei-
ther have ituponthe fcore of theirown
, D4 na-
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nature, noOr can receive it from exterial
Agents. If Mr, Hobbs thould reply,that
the Motionisimpre(s'd upon any of the
parts of theMatter by God; he will fay.
that which I molt readily grane to be
true, but will not ferve bis-turn, if ke
would f{pesk congruoully to his own
Hypothefis. For I demand , Whether
this Supreme Being, that the Affertion
has recourfe to, be aCorporeal or an
Incorporeal Subltance? If itbe the lat-
ter, and yet be the efficient Caufe of
Motion in Bodies, then it will not be
Univerfally true, that whatfoever Body
1s moved, is {oby a Body contiguous and
moved. For,in our {uppofition, the
Bodies that God moves either immedi-
ately, or by the intervention of dny o.
ther Immaterial Being, are not moved
by a Body contiguous, but by an Inceorpo-
real Spirit, But becaufe Mr, Hobbs, in
fome Writings of his, is believed to
think the very Notion of an Immaterial
8ubftance to be abfurd, and to involve
a Contradiction, and becaufe it may be
fubfum’d, that if God be not an Imma-
terial Subftance, he muft by Confe-
guence be a Material and Corporeal
one, there being no Medinm Negationis,
or third Subftange that i5 none of thofe
two.

) ' {x r'»l-l\-k, t.
4L, |

- two Tanfwer, Thatiif .th‘is"Be’Iaid;and

fo that Mr.Hobbs’s Deity bea Corporeal

‘one, the fame difficuley willrecure, - thae

Iurg’d before, For this Body will not,
by Mr; Hobbs’s calling or thinking:it J;.
wine, ceafe to be. a trie Body; and con-
fequently a portion of Divine 'Mattet
will not ‘be able to move a portion of
our Mupdane Matter without it be it
felf contiguous and moved; which it
cannot be but by another portion of
Divine Matter{o qualified toimprefs a
Motion,nor this again byt by another
portion. SRR

- And befides , that it will breed a
ftrange confufion in rendring the Phy-

 fical Caufes of things, unlefsan expedi-

ent be found to teach us how to diftin-
guifli accurately the Atundane Bodies
from the Divine ('which will perhaps
‘prove no eafie task 5 ) [fee not yet;how
this Corporeal Deity will make ‘good the
‘Hypothefis 1 examine, For I demand,
How this Divixze Matter comes to have
this Local Motion that s afcrib’d'toit?
If it be an{wer’d, That it hath it from
its own Nature, ‘without -any other
‘Caufe; fince the Epicureans affirm ‘the
fameof their Atoms, or meeily Mun-
-dane-Matter, T demand, How the Trut}%
. Q
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of Mr. Hobbs's Opinion will appear o
mie, to whom it feems a5 likely by the
Phenomena of Nature that occur, that
Mivndane Matter thould have a congenit
Motion, as that any thing that is Cor-
poreal can be g,
ving it5 which to be, it muft,for ought
we know, have s Subfiftence divided
into as many mingte parts,asthere are
Corpufeles and Particles in-the World
that move {eparately from their neigh-
bouriag ones, And, to draw towards
a Conclufion, 1 fay, that thefe minyre
Divine Bodies, that thys moved thofe
portions of Ayndape Matter, concern-
ing which Mr. Hobs, denies that they
can bemoved byt by Bodiescontignous
and moved, thefe Divipe Subftances, I
-fay, are, according to the Jage fuppofi-

Body is pretended to have a Being as
cannot be refer'd 355 portion, either to
the Mundane, or the Divine Matter. In -
fhort, fince Local Motion s to be found
in one, if not in both, of thefe two
Matters, it muft pe natural to (at leaft

fome

> and capable of mo-

- Proof forit, (

5N

fome parts of ) one of them in Mr.
.‘I?anb}lf.r’sp Hypothefis 5 for, though he

fhould grant an Iwmaterial Being, yet it

" could not produce aMotion in any Bo-

o i g
fince, according to him, no Body
gg’r: bl: :soved butby another Bodj con-

1 dmov'd, . .
"gx?zizz to this grant Pofition of Mr.

| Hobbs , though, if it were cautioufly

ropos'd’ as it is by DesCartes, it may

“ haps be {afely admitted,becaufe Car-
zet’rm"agscknowle}c,iges,'the firt Impulfe
t

at fet Matter a moving, and the Con-
{ervation of Motion once ’b.egun , t0
come from God; yet, as ’tis crudely
propos’d by the f;z_wourers o‘f: lg]rc!;;lg:;
am { m feeing any fu
Doant i as wer% toyb:ei Vt;jfh’d fﬁr
inciple on which he buil s fomnch,
:nlgmwch?ch yet is not at all evident by
its own light,) that I fee no competent
n to admit it. :
Rela g):pe& your Friend fhould here op-
pofe to what I have been faying, that
formerly recited Sentence ,  that is fo
commonly employ'd in the Schools as
well of Divines as of Philofophers :
That fuch or fuch an Opinion is trae in
Divinity, bue falfe in Philofophy 3 or
~on the contrary , Philofophically true,
but Theologically falfe: Upon




T4t )

". Upoi what Warrant ¢hofe s that aze . Thig britig briefl
wont' to employ - fuch Expreffions .

gronnd their Pr allice, I leave to:them
to makeout; buras to the Objection it .

{elf, as it fuppofes thefe ways of {ppak-

ing to-be well grounded, give me leave.
to confider, That Philofophy may_ fig.

nifié two things, which Itake to be very
1 STy t

differing, SR o
Fcr_ Sirft tismoft commonly employ’.d.

cular:Set of thofe Philofophe,rsj that
make ufe of the Word, As when an
Atiftoselianalks of Philofophy, he uly-
ally means the Peripatetick | as ap Epi-
Surean do’s the Atoy cal, or a Plﬂtoy{/f
the Platonick, . '

But we' mayalfo jn 2 more genera]
and no lefs juft Acception of the term,
underftand by Philofophy, a Compre-
henfion of aljthofe T ruths or Docirines,
which the nataral R eafop of man freed
from Prejudices and Partiality, and A
fifted by Learning, Atteation, Exercif; e
E-xpferim.ems, &, can manifeftly make
ont, or by neceflary confequence de-
duce from ‘clear and certain Prigci.
ples. ;o

" This

i htﬁﬁ&(ﬂl’l, T e B AL R
rg.ﬁmd having premis'd * thefe , two

YPrem“’d,l ayltin
the nexe.place puf you is;mind of what
I formerly obferv’d to you, that many

‘Opinians are maintain'd by this or that

Sect of: Chriftians; or. perhaps by. the

- Divinity-8chaols of; more than, one ar
P;Z:Seé%c’s,whrqh ‘el}hﬂ' !dq ;PDt;@(; ail
4 'belbilg- to the Ghri{tian &e‘hg’mg, .Orat
‘leaft. ought not to be loak’d upga as
- paresiof i, but. upon {uppofition, that

thePhilofopliical Principles and Ratia-

-cinations,upon ‘Wh«ichs. andnot ypoy ex-
- prefsermeer. Revelation; they, ‘ajespre-

fun’d to be founded, are agrqab}g 10

[

thingsy I now anfwer more diredtly. tp

© the:Qbjecton 5 that, if Philafpphy,be
 -takenin thefirlt fenfe above-mention d,
¢ its teachinig. things vepugnant 1o ?,’l'"hep;-'
logy , efpecially taking this word 1‘515;!1:
" ‘more large -and-wulgar fenfe of fit;will
- not cogently:canglude anryf._tﬁzl}g-aggmﬁ
- the!ChriftianiR eligion, - /Bug, if ;Phio,
 fophyibe taken i the latter fenfe. for
 true Philofophy,and Dininity - only fop

aSyftemofthofe ‘Articles that are,clear,

| ly reveal'd as Truths in the Scriptures;

I'hallnot allow anyithing to be: fallein
Philofgphy.fo under{tood that.is truggn
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Divinity fo explaind, ‘el T fee. fome
clearer Proof of it than Ihaveyet mee
with. Thave had occaflon in the fore-

going Difcourfe; to fay {omething, that
may be apply’d to the Point under. de-
bate; and in the following part of this

Letter I thall have Occafion to touch
upon it again : And therefore I fhal]

now fay but this in (hort, That ’tis not
likely , that God, being the Author of
Reafon
‘make it mens Duty to believe as trye
that which thereis jult Reafon torejeck
as falfe, '

. ) | :
by no Mediums be poflibly prov'd, bt
becatife thefe Doétrines bein ‘founded
upon a Revelation, which he is pre-
fum’d either not to_have heard of, or

- notto have had fufficiently propos'd to

as well . as Revelation,. fhould ,

There isindeed a Senfe, wherein the

Phrafes, I difapprove, ma ybe tolerated.
For if by faying,
trae in Divinity,but falfe in Philofophy,
- it were meant,that if the DoGrine were

judg'd of according to the Principlesof

hisSedt, or at moft according to what
he, being fuppos'd not to have heard of
the Chriftian Religion, or had jt duly
propos’d to him, would reject it, the

Proofiefnefs;

‘him;he muft, a5 a Rational man,refiife to

believe them upon the feore of their
“And the fame Philofp-
pher, fuppofing him to be a true one,
though he wil] be very wary, how he
admits any thing as true that is not
provd, if it fall properly under the
cognizance of Philofophy 3 yer he will
be as wary, how he pronounces thingsto
be falfe or impoffible in matters which

- hedifcerns to be beyond the reach of

that fuch a thing is

meer natural Reafon, efpecially if So.

- ber and Learned men do-very confi-
* dently pretend to know fomething of
propos’d to a meer Philofopher, to be

Phrafe might be allow'd, or at leaftin. -

dulg’d. But then we muft confider,
that the Reafon why fuch a Philofopher
would reje& the Articles of Chriftian

Faith,would not be, becaufe they could .

by

| mit,in cafe it fhould be

‘upon the Accougt' of

thofe matters by Divine ‘R"eVelatioh‘,

which though he will not eafily be-
lieve to be atrieone , yet he will ad.
provd true, to
be.a fit Medinm to evince Truths;which,
meer natural
Light, he could not difcover of em-
brace;, To be thort, fuch a Philofopher
would indeed reje@ fome of  the Arti-
cles of our Faith hypothetically ; 7. ¢,
S ’ ' upon




tpon {uppofition that heneed emplay

no other. Touchltone ta examing, then

by, than the Principles and Dictates of

Natural Philofophy , that he is acquaine-
.ed with (up{np which (corel fhal heres
after {hew, that divers ftrange Chymi-
cal Experiments, and gther Dilcoveries
would alfo be rejeted 5) but yet-he
would not, pronoupce them falfe, but
upon fuppofition that the Arguments,
by which they Jay claim to Djvire Re-
.velation., are incompetent i theirkind,
For as he will not eafily believe apy
thing within the Sphere of Nagure tha

Agreesnot with theEfablilh'd Laws.of -
it5 o he will not_eafily, adventure to
pronounce one way or other inmatters -
that are beyond the Sphere of Nature:

v

pect as fulla. Proof
Itimony that is pretended,as the Matuge
of the thing requires .and allowss 5. but
he will not be backward to acknow-
ledge, that Gad.to whom that Teftimo-
ny is afcrib’d, is able to knowandrodo
many more things than we can expli-

He will indeed (ashsully may,) ex-
of!

€ate How He can difqov-er., - or.ymar 'i-
gine How any Phyfical vigems can perr -

[ Since

form, .

| the Diyine:Ter

,_ (40 '
- [ Since I'propos'd to you this fifth
Confideration, I happen’dto light on 1
paflage in Des Cartes’s Principles,which
affords of whatIhave been

difcovering the Suffrageofa Princip Phi-

lef, pars, pri.

- Philofopher, that is wont Artic.o3,
. to be accus’d of excludin

Theology too fcrupuloufly out of his
Philofophy. His words are fo full to

~my prefent Purpofe, that I need not, to

accommodate them to it, alter one of
them, and therefore f(hall tranferibe
them juftas they lie: i fore2 uobis Des
ws de feipfo, vel aliis, aliquid revelet, guod
watirales Ingenii nofiri vires excedat,qua-
lia [unt wmyfleria Incarnationis €~ Trini-
tatis non recufabimus illa credeve,quanmyis
non claré intclligamus, nec ullo modo mira-
bimur, multa effe tum in immensa eins naa

dura,tum evians in vebus ab eo creatis, que

captunt nofirum excedant. ] )
Aundlet me add on thisoccafion , that
whereas the main Scruples that are faid
tobe fuggefted by Philofophy againft
fome myfterioys Articles of Religion,
are grounded upon this, that the #/odxs,
as they fpeak, of thofe things is not
clearly conceivable, or at leaft is very
hardly explicables thefe objetions are

‘confix

‘ot always fo weighty Ea:s perhaps by the
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confidence wherewith they are utg’d
you may think them. For whereas [ o=
ferv'd to you already,that there are dj-
vers things maintatn’d by School Di.

vines, which are not contained in the

Scripture , that obfervation is chiefly

applicable to the things we are cone |

fidering 5 fincein feveral of thele nice
Points, the Scripture affirms ouly the
thing, and the Schoolmen are pleas’d

to add the Medus: And as by their un-

warrantable bolduels the School Dis
vines determine many things without
Books (o the fcruples and objections
thatare made againf{t what the Scripture

really delivers, are ufually grounded

upon the Erroneous or Precarions Al
fertions of the School Philofophers,who
often give the Title of Metaphyfical
Truths to Conceits that do very little
deferve that name, and to which a rigid
Fhilofopher would perhaps think that
of Sublime Nonfenfe more proper. But
of this T elfewhere fay enough, and
therefore fhall now proceed to the con-
fideration I chiefly mtended, wiz. That

from hence,That the Miodus of arevealed -

Tiuth is either very hard, or not at all ex-
plicable, it will not neceflarily follow,
that the thing it (eif is irrationa] » pro-

vided

RN

Vided the pofitive Proofs’ of its Truth

be fufficient intheir kind. For ev'n in
Natural things Philofophers themfelves

. -do ‘and mult admit feveral things,

whereof they cannot clearly explicateor
perhaps conceive the Modws,  Ywill not

‘here mention the Origine of Subftantial
‘Forms: a5 an inftance in this kind ; be-
. canfe though it may bea fit oneas tb -

thePeripatetick Philofophy;yet not ad-

‘mitting that there are any fuch Beings,I

will take rio further notice of them;ef-
pecially becaufe for a clear Inftance to

. “our prefent purpofe, we need go no fur:

ther than our felves, and confider the

~ Union of the Soul and Body in man,
. For who can' Phyfically explain, both
+ how an immaterial Subftance fhould be
. dble to guide or determine, and excite
- the motions of a Body, and yet not be
+ able to produce motion in “it *( as by
- dead Palfies, great Faintnefles, &c. 1t
- dppears the Soul cannot,) and, which is
- faf more difficult |, how an incorporeal

Subftance fhould receive fuch Imprefii-
ons from the motions of a Body, as to

* be thereby affected with real pain and
' pleafure s to which I elfewhere add
. fome other ‘properties of this: Union,
- Which, though not taken notice of, are

E 2 per-
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perhaps no lefs diffizult to be conceiv’d
and -accounted for. Forhow can we

corporeal ) Spirit and a Body, as'that
the former may not, when it pleafes,
quit the latter, which cannot. poffibly

“have any {trings or chains that can tye .
. Conceptions of Univerfals,and invent

or faften to it that which hasno Body

on which they may take hold. And 1

there fhew, that 'tis full as difficult,Phy-
fically to explicate how thefe fodiffer-
ing Beings come to be united ; as how

they are kept from parting at pleafure,

both the one and the other being to be

refolv'd into the meer appointment of

God. And if. t0 avoid the abftrufene(s -
of the Modwus of this Conjun&ion [i)erf
twixt the Rational Soul and theHumane
‘Body, it be faid, as 'tis by the Epicure-
ans,that the former is but a certain Con-
texture of the finer and moft fubtle
parts of the latter, the formerly pro-
pos'd abftrufene(sof the Unionbetwixt

the Soul and the Body will indeed be

fhifted off 5 but *twill be by a Dorine
that will not much relieve us.For thofe !

that will allow no Soul in Man but

what is Corporeal, have a Modas to ex-
Plain’ ‘;

know no effects thatMatter can produce
but by Local Motion and Reft, and the
confequences of it,) how meer Matter,
(let them fuppofe it as fine as they
pleafe, and contrive it as well as they
can) can make Syllogifms, and have

fpeculative Sciences and Demonttrati-
ons,and in a word do all thofe things
which are done by Man, and by no o-
ther Animalsand he that fhall intelligib-
ly explicate to me the Modus of mat-
ters, framing Theories and Ratiocinati-
ons, will, I confefs, not only inftrudt
me, but furprize me too. | |
And now give me leave to make this
(hort Reflection on what has been faid
in this Se&ion, compar'd with what for-

- merly Ifaid inthe firft Se&tion : That if

on the one hand we lay afide all thelr-
rational Opinions that the Schoolmen
and other bold Writers have unwarran-
tably fatherd on Chriftian Religion,
and on the other hand all the Errone-
ous Conceits repugnant to Chriftianity,
which the Schoolmen and others have

prooflefly father'dupon Philofophy,the
E 3 feem-

)

plain that Iddoubt they will alwayes .
leave a Riddle. For of fuchIdefire
comprehend. that there thould be #atn- Ol i ba
rally fuch an intimate Usion betwixt . that they would explain tome , (who

two {uch diltant Subftances ag'an ( In-
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Jeeming Contraditions betwixt folid .diameter of the Farth, and obferving

“the Parallaxes of the Planets , conclu-
. ded the proportion of thefe threeBo-
" diesto be fuch ag has been mention’d,

Divinity and true Philofophy will ap-
pear to be but few, as [think the Beal
oneswill befound tobe woe at all,

SECT. VL.

The next Confideration I fhall pro-
pofe, is, That a thing may, if fingly or
precifely confider’d, appear Unreafona-
ble > Which yet may be very Credible,
if confider'd as a Part of, ot a manife(t

highly fo.
- Of this T could give you more In-
ftances in feveral A'rts and Sciences,than

I think fit to be here fpecifid s and

therefore I fhall cont '
tion three or four. carmy feif tomen-
_ When Aftronomers tell us that the
Sun,which feems not to us a foot broad
nor confiderably bigger than the Moon.-
isabove a hundred and threefcore times
bigger than the whole Globe .of the
Earth, which yet is forty times oreater
than the l,\/Ioon; the thing thué?lakedQ
ly propos’d, {eems. very Incredible, Bug
yet, b?caufe Altronomers. very skilful-
in their Art, have, by finding the Semi-

S diametey

- other Prodigies: )
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or thereabout, ev’n Learn’d and Judici-
ous Men of all forts, (" Philofophers,
Divines, arid others, ) think it not Cre=

~ dulity to admit what they affirm.-

So the relations of Earthquakesthat

haverezch’d divers hundreds of miles;

. of Eruptionsof fire, that have at once

overflown and burn’d vaft Scopes of
- * ‘Land: of the blowing up ¢f Moun-

onequence from, a Dodfrine that 5 tains E)y tJ;eir own ﬁre%s gf'the Caft-
ing up of new Iflands in theSea it felf,

" and other Prodigies of too unqueftionable.

Truih 5 { for I know what work Igno-
rance and Superftition have made about
If they were attelt-
ed but by (Iight and ordinary Withefs,

" they would be judg'd Incredible, but

we {craple not to believe them, when
the Relations are attefted with fuch

- Circumftances, as make the Teftimony

as (trong as the things attefted are
{trange. » o
If ever you have confiderd, what

- Clavins,and divers other G_eomr:triciap}&
- teach upon the fixteenth Propofition 5t

the third Book of “Exclide, "( whic
" - E 4 con-
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contains a Theorem about the Tangent
and the Circumference of a Circle, )
youcanunot but have taken notice, that
there are fcarce greater Paradoxes de-
liverd by Philofophers or Divines

than you will find afferted by Geometri-
¢cians themfelves.  And though of lage
the Learned Jefuit Tacquet,and fome yi-
gid Mathematicians, have queftion’d di-
vers of thofe things. yet evin what
fome of thefe fevere Examiners confefs
tobe Geometrically demonftrable from
that Propofition, contains things fo
ftrange , that Philofophers themfelves,

that are not well acquainted with thag -

Propofition and its Corollaries , can

fcarce look upon them as other than[a-

comprehien{ible, or at leaft Incredible,
things; which yet, asimprobable as they

are confider’d in themlelves, ev'n rigid

Demoaftracors refule not to admit, be-
caufe thev are legitimately dedncible
from an Acknowledg’d trych_ |

And fo alflo among the Magnetical =~

Phznomena there are divers things
which being nakedly propos’d mufi
;{eem altogether unfit to be beliey’d as
indeed having nothing like them insall
nature 5 whereas thofe that are vers'd

),'m Magnetick Philofophy, ev'n before

they

2

(7).

they have made particular Trials of

. them, will look upon them as credible; .
- becaufe, how great Paradoxes foever
' they may feem to others, they are con-
" fonant and confequent to the Dottrine
 of Maguetifm , whofe grand Axioms

from what caufe foever Magneti{ms
are tobederiv'd ) are fufficiently mani-

. fefts and therefore a Magnetical Philo-
- fopher would not, though an ordinary
. Philofopher would, think it unreafona-
. ble to believe, that one part of the fame

Loadftone thould draw a Needle to it,

~ and the other part drive the fame Nee-

dle from it 5 and thatthe Needle in a
Seamans Compafs, after having been

- carry’d perhaps many hunder’d Leagues

(through differing Climates, and in
f{tormy weather) without varying its

. Declination, may upon a {udden,with-

out any manifelt caufe, point at {ome

~ part of the Horizons {everal whole de-

grees diftant from that which it point.
ed to before, To which might here

~ be added divers other {carce credible

things, which either others or I have
try’d about Magnetical Bodies; but 1
fhall hereafter have occafion to take

. 'natice of fome of them in a fitter

lace, .
J Where

R SCl s e
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, . - : and rigid Exs
Wherefore , when fomething deli- fubtle Rfeal{ong% ir:ldﬁ}?atl:&::%g ad-
verd in or clearly deduc'd from Scri- aters of Rea A

pture is objected againft, as a thip

whichit is not reafonable to believe,
we mult not only confider, whether, if -

it were not deliver'd in that Book, we
_thould upon its own fingle Account
think it fit or unworthy to be believd 3
but whether or no it is {0 improbable,
that tis more fit t 5 be believ'd, that all
the proofs that can be brought for the
Authority of the Scripture are to be
Rejeted, than thar this thing which

comes manifeltly recommended to our

belief by that Authority, is worthy to,
be Admitted; | lay , wanifeftly recous-

mended by that Authority, becaufe that, if . lins Libri ant rdtiom’bw 1,"qm‘4 b z‘,,d;1 dg};
 dulis pé‘obatee atque afferte fuerint, W hic

the thing be not clearly deliver'd in
Scripture, or be not clear] yand cogent-
ly deduc'd thence, fo far a5 that clears
nefs is wanting, (o far ¢he thing it felf
wants of the full Authority of theScri-
pture, toimpofe it on our affent.

[ Perhapsit will procure what I have
faid the better Reception, if I add a
couple of Teftimonies not of any mg-
dern Bigots, no nor of any devout Fa-
thers of the Churchs but of two mo-
dern Authors of Seéts,and who in their
kinds have been thought extremely

{ubtle

mlslt'i:i.ﬁrﬁ paffage I fhall alledge, is the -
Confeffion of Socinus,who. in his [érco?g
Epiftle to dndreas Dud;tbz,m > pe:} e-
thus: Fam vero ut veve in panca con e
vam, quod ad meas aliorimue opiniones,

“yue novitatis pra f¢ fernnt [peciemattinet,

il ita videtur 3 [t detur, Scrz‘pturamf:;
cram ejus effe Azttboritam;l ut ??}Z":ti
Y, ici  de interpretatis

-¢i gontradici poffit, ac de
one illins omnis dumtaxat fit ferupulas ,

“(which he allows) nibil, utut versfimile

aut ratione conclufum videaturafferrs-con-
tra eas poffit quod ullarum Jit 'wruf;;: >
quotiefcunque ille fententids atque verbis

“confeffion of Socinws is furpafs'd ty'
that of his Champion Smalcins , to be

* produc’d elfewhere in this Paper. The

*other paffage T met within - |
the Excellent Monfieur Des g, 33, 35,

‘ ’s Principles of Philo- .
g:;ﬁ;,swhere %ifcourﬁng of the Etth;r
" Infinite or Tndefinite Divifion o'ﬁ”t e
! Particles of Matter, which is nece s_rfy
- to- make them fill exadtly all thch} };
- feringly figur'd fpaces, through which

vartous




various motions do fometimes make . - chatwe | ve fuch s Comprebention o

jultly required in ordinary Cafes 5 fince

them pafs; he confeffes (as he well
may, ) that the point is exceedingly ab-
ftrufe, and yet concludes : E# quansvis
quomodo fiat indefinita ifta Diviffo cogi-
tatione comprebendere mequeazmus sy Mon
ideo tamen debemns dubitare quin flat,

quia clare percipimms illam neceflario .
qui ex natura materie npbis G’Uidentzjﬁ.- ;

me cogniti, &c, ]

And inthis place it may be (eafonable

as well as pertinent, to take notice of
three or four particulars, which,though
they be in fome meafure imply’d in the
former general Confideration,, yet de-
{erve to bediftin&tly inculcated here ,
both for their importance, and becaufe
they may as well be deduc’d as Corol-
laries from the foregoing Difcourfe, as
be confirmed by the proofs I fhall add
to each of them. Of thefe the firft
fhall be this, that we muft not prefent-
ly conclude a thing to be contrary to
Reafon, becaufe Learned Men profefs
or ev’n complainhat theyare not able
clearly to comprehend it, provided there
be competent proof that it is true, and

" the thing be Primary or Heteroclite.

For it is not alwayes neceflary to the
making the belief of a thing Rational,
that

that we have fuch a Comprehenfion of

we may be fure of the Truth of a

thing, not only by Arguments fuggefted

it felE clear-
' ture of the thing it {elf cle;
. }))2, égggéo‘;d by uss but by the exter-

nal Teftimony of fuch a Witnefs, as we
know will not deceive us, and cannot

(at leaft in our Cafe ) be reafonably

: i 3
ed to be himfelf deceiv d. An

{ll]l{;gfé?ore it may in fome Cafes fuﬂiclze to
make our belief Rational,that we crear-
ly difcern fufficient Reafon to be ,l?ve
that a thing is true,whether thatReafon
{pring from the Evidence and Cogency
of the extrinfick:Motives we be{x_}vz :o
believe, or froin the Proofs fuggelte ! )
us by what we know of the Thmgh. e-
liev'd, nay, though there be fomething
in the nature of that Thing, whlgh do’s
puzzle and pofe our Undcrﬂandng;]g, 3

" That many things thatarevery hard,

1 { and a
nd require a ggeat attention,
;ood j?:dgment -zxpadefqut, u;lay
yet be true, will by ‘_mfeﬁ rom what

ithin a Page or two note a-
l[)(gll:llii‘\}rvers Geometrical Dempnﬁraul;
ons, which require,befides a good ftoc

; L
pf knowledge in thofe matters, a‘r:l g& |
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toft invincible Patiénce to ‘c‘ﬁrry(d'm’g; " of it, but invited to. think that in-the
ny .th!qus.'albrfxg in onesMind; and go * firft part of the {entence he only meant,
?hQ?OW'Wlth them. Ttiat alfothere are ' that when he did not attentively confi-
other-things, which, though they be a5 . der the Nature of it, he thought he un-
?Pa“}feﬁly Exiftent,as thofe newly nyen- * derltood it, or that he knew that there
tion'd can be demonftratively True are -~ # {uch a thing as Tizme, though hecould
yet _Of ﬁ) abftrafe a kind, that i¢ is oy - Dot explain what it #s, : i
ceeding difficult to frame clear and = .~ And indeed, though Time be that,
tisfactory Notions of their Nature, we - Which all Men allow to be, yet, if per
v mlght;lga'{n,if“ we were inquiﬁti'v:g o, - inpoffibile (as the Schools fpeak ) a
i - 'D,Ough;e;‘yn from fome of the moft ob- "Man could have no other Notion or
(I f“‘,’“ﬁhmgs;_ fuch as, for inftance, agge- ~ Proof of Time and Eternity, (even
i ter and Time: As to the former whereof. - 1uch Eternity as muft be conceded. to
> ‘fomething, ) than what he.could col-
_ lett from the beft Defcriptionsof its

: Matter, ) though the World and our
" Nature and Properties that aré wont to
_ be given 5 [ fcarce doubt;but-hewould

] own- Bodiés be made of it,yet the Ide=

a‘S’ th"zi‘t/"are wont to beframed ‘of i
evn by the greateft Clerks; are inéutxll.t A

. look upon it as an unintelligible -"t’hin‘%,'

" and incumber’d with too many Difficul-

'+ tiésto be fit to'be admittedinto a wife

" mans Belief, And this perhaps you will

. grant me,if you have ever put your felf

. to thePenance of  perufing’ thofe con-

- founding Difputes and Speculations. a~

bout Tizme and Eternirg, that partly in
Ariftetle and his: Commentators , an

¢ partly among the Schoolmen,and others,

} ber'd withitoo grear difficulties ¢ (o

! of which gielf"vgvheré’mentidn ) (tgmgg
s egﬁlyacqurefc’din'by confidering Men
| !. And as for the latter, ( Time, ) though
| that‘ jultly celebrated fayin;g of"ﬁgh-
| geftine ; Si nemo ex me querat quid fie

Tempus, feio 5 fi qmeriuﬁ explicare velim,

nefcio s feem ig ft i
| ., ¥t part of it to
tc))wr;] a lj{pow!edg ob-What Time is, yet
ythe latter part, “(Wherein he confefs

A

fes he cannot declare what jt is '

€ what itis,) [
notl only allowd to believestixat?;]t:
could not propofe an intelligible Idea
| of

. Learned Gaffendus and his' Followers

areto be met with upon thefe abftrule
Subjedts. And no wonder, fince the

have
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have very plaufibly ( if not folidly )
fhewn,that Duration, (and Timeis but
Duration meafur’d ) is neither a Sub-

. ftance nor an Accident, which they alfo .

hold of spaces about which the Alter-
cationsamong Philofophersand School-
~men are but little, if at all, inferiour to
thofe about 7ime, And I the rather
choofe to mention thefe inftances of
Time and Space,becaufe they agree very
well with what T intimated by the
expreflion of Primary or Heteroclite
things, '
To which may be referr’d fome of
thofe things, that are call’d Spiritual or
‘Supernajural , about which the fame
Confiderations may have place, efpeci-
ally by Reafon of this Affinity between
them, that when we treat of either
fome Proofs may in certain Cafes be
fufficient,in {pite of fuch Objections,as
in other (and more ordinary Cafes )
would invaljdate Arguments feemingly
as ftrong as thofe Proofs. S
If itbe here objetted, That I am too
bold in venturing without the Preces
dence or Authority of Learned Men,
tointroduce fo great a difference be-
twixt other things and thofe which I
call Primary and Heteroclite: 1 anfwer,

That

Eh
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That I (hall not folicitoufly enquire,
whether any others have had the fame
thoughts that I propos’d 5 fince,whether
they be new or no,they ought not to be
rejeCted, if they be Rational. .

And I have this inducement to fup-
pofe, that there ought to bein fome ca-
{es a great difference between themand
other things,and confequently between
the judgments we make of the ways of
arguing about them, and about other
thingss fo that they are exceeding dif-
ficult to be clearly conceiv’d and expli-
cated by our imperfe(t Faculties,and by.
that difficulty apt to make what Men

fay of them, though true, to be lefs {a-

tisfaCtory and acquiefced in, than things
not more trae or rational, fuggefted up-
on enquiries about Subjedts more fami-
liar, or which are at lealt- more propor-
tionate to our Faculties : For,thofe ab-
ftrufe things, of which we have been
fpeaking, being fuch, aseither have no-
proper and clear Genus | by the help of
which they may be comprehended, or
have not any thing in Nature, that is
(fufficiently ) like them, by a refem-
blance to which we may conccive them s

or being perhaps both Prizary and He-

teroclite too, as not being der1v'd from
E‘ the
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the common Phyfical Caufes of other
things, and having a Nature widely dif-
fering from thereft of things; ’tis no
wonder, that our limited and imperfect
Underftandings (hould not be able to
reach to a full and clear Comprehenfion
of thems but fhonld be fwallow’d up
with the Scruples and Difficulties that
may be fuggelted by a bold and nice en-
quiryinto things,to which there {eems
to belong, in fome refpe®t or other, a

kind of Infinity, ,
Upon thefe, and other Confiderati-
onsof kin tothem. I count it not irra-
tional, to think that things Primary and
Heteroclite, as al{o by a parity of Rea-
fon, fome things Immaterial and Super-
natural , may be fufficiently prov'd in
their kind, if there be fuch a pofitive
proof of themas would be competent
and fatisfactory, in cafe there were no
confiderable ObjeCtions made againft
the thing prov’d ( efpecially fuppofing
that the afferted Doctrine be not in-
cumbred with much greater inconveni-
encies than the contrary Doctrine, or
than any other, propos’d concerning
that Subject:) Nay,Iknow not,why we
- may not,in judging of Primary and of
Immaterial things, fafely enongh prefer
that

- (67)
that Opinion, which has the mote Co-
gent Pofitive Proofs,though it {feem lia<

“ble to fomewhat the greater inconveni-

encies 5 becaufe in {uch cafes our un-
derftanding is gratify’d with what it
moft requires in all cafes, that is compe-
tent Pofitive Inducements to aflent ; and
1t is not confounded by the Objeltions,
becaufe a difability to anfwer them di-
retly and fully may very well proceed
either from the too abftrufe Nature of
the thing, or the limitednefs and weak~

nefs of our humane Intelledts. 4
And thus we mayrender a Reafon,
why , when we difcourfe of fuchun-
common Matters, we may {ometimes
reafonably acquiefce in proofs in (pight
of fuch Objeltions as in otdinaty cafes
would be prevailing ones. For the
things, about which thefe proofs are
converfant,being Primary or Heteroclite,
or of as abfirufe a Nuture as if they
were {0, it too often happens,that,what
Opinion {oever we choofe about them,
we muft admit {fomething that isincums-
bred with great difficulties, and there-
fore will be liable to great Objections,
that perhaps will never be direltly and
fatistactorily anfwer'd. And fince it
may fare thus with us, where two oppe-
F o2 fite
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fite Opinions are contradiftory, we may
conclude, that thofe difficulties will not
cogently evince the falfity of a Theo-
logical Opinion, which are but fuch,
that the fame, cr as great, may be ob-
jeted again(t another , that either is
manifeltly or confefledly a Trath; or
which muft neceflarily be admitted to
be one, if the contraty Theological
Tenetbefuppos’d not to be one,

2. Another Corollary that may be
drawn from the Difcourfe that afford-
ed us the former, may be thiss That it
may not be unreafonable to believe a
thing, though its Proof be very difficult
to be underftood, To manifelt this, I
fhall need no other Argument, than
what may be afforded by divers Geome-
trical and other Mathematical Demon-
ftrations 5 {ome of whichare fetch’d by
intermediate Conclufions from Princi-
plesfo very remote, and require {o long
a feries of Medinms 1o be employ’d a-
bout them , that #ot only a Man that
were of Pilate’s temper, who having
ask’'d Him that could beft tell him,what
7s Truth , would not ftay awhile to be
fatisfi’'d about his Juquiry, would be-
fore he reaches half way to the End of
the Demonftration, or perhaps of the

Lerm-

¥

Lemana’s,be quite difcourag’d from pro-
ceeding any further 5 but ev’n {edulous
and heedful Perufers do find themfelves
oftentimes wnable ro carry along fucha
chain of Inferences in their minds, as
clearly to difcern whether the whole
Ratiocination be colierent, and all the
particulars have their due ftrength and
connection, And if you plezfe to make
a Tryal upoufomeof the Demonftrati-
onsof Vitellio, or ev'n of Clavius , that
I can dirett you to, I doubt they will
put you to the full Exercife of your
Patience, and quite tire your Attenti-
on: And though the modern Algebrifts
by their Excelleut way of exprefling
Quantities by Symbols, have fo a-
bridg’d Geometrical and Arithmetical
Demontftrations, that by the help of fpe-
cies 'tis fometimes eafie to Demonftrate
that in a Line , which in the ordinary
way would require a whole Page, (as
our moft Learned Friend Dr. I7ard has

~ingeniouily {hewn, by giving the De-

monftrations of ahout twenty of Mr,
Hobbs’s Theorems in lefs than {o many
Liness) yet {ome Demonfirable Truths
are fo abftrufe, that ev’n in the Symbo-
lical way Men need more attention to
difcern them, than moft Men would em-
" F3 ploy
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ploy in any Speculation whatfoever,
And Des-Cartes himfelf, as famous and
expert a Mafter as he was in this way,
confefles 1n a Letter to one of his
Friends, that the Solutionof a Problem
In Fappys coft himno lefsthan fix weeks
ftudy 5 though now, moft Mathemati-
cal Demonfirations do indeed feem far
fhorter than they are, becaufe that Eau-
dlid’s Elements being generally receivd
among Vlathematicians, all his Propofi-
tions are {0 many Lemmata, which need
be but refer'd to in the Margin, being

known and demonftrated already, By - |

all whichit may appear, that, grantin

fome Theologica{)g['rnths to §e comg
plain’d of by many as things fo my (teri-
ous and abftrufe, that they cannot rea-
dily difcern the force of thofe Proofs,
that Des-Carges, and other fubrile Specu-
lators have propos'd to evince them
yet if o her Learned Men that are com.
petent Eftimators, and are accuftomed
te bring much Patience and Attention
to the difcernment of difficult and im-
portant Truths, profe(s themfelves fa-
tisf'd with them, the Probations may
yet be cogent, notwithftanding the difs
ficulty to have their (trengthapprehens
ded. Forif fycha difficulty aught to

paks
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pafls fora mark that aRatiocinationis
not valid, no Reafonings will be found
fitterto be rejected or diftrufted, than

" many of thofe whofe Cogency has pro-

cur’d fuch a Repute to Mathematical
Demon(trations.

3. It may alfo be deduc'd from the
foregoing difcour(e, That tis not a/ways
again(t R eafon to embrace an Opinion
which may be incumbred with a great
Difficulty, or liable to an Objettion not
eafie to be {olv’ds efpecially if the Sub-
jec be fuch, that other Opinions about
itavoid not either the {ame Inconveni-
encies, or as greatones.  The firft part
of what is faid in this Confideration,
will often follow from the Suppofition
made in the precedent Difcourfe. For
thofe things thatrender aDoclrine or
Aflertion difficult to be conceiv’d and
explain’d, will eafily fupply the Adver-
faries of it with Objections againtt ir.

And as for the latter, viz. the Claufe
which takes notice that the Confidera-
tion, to which ’tis annex’d, will chiefly
take place in that fort of Opinions that
are fpecifid in it 5 it will need but lit-
tle of diftinct Proof.

For ’tismanifeft enough, that if the
Subject or Object,about which the Opi-

F 4 nion
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nion propos'd is converfant, be fuch,
that not only the contradictory Opini-
on,but -others alfo, are obnoxious ei-
ther to the fame Inconveniencies, or to
others that are equal or greater; the
difficulties that are urg’d againft a Theo-
Jdogical Doctrine , may (" as hath been
fhewn already in the firft Corollary )
be rationally enough ateributed, not to
the unreafonablene(s of the Opinion,

but te fomewhat elfe.
The laft Confectary, that (as { in-

timated ) may be deduc'd from the -

precedent Difcourfe, is, That *tis not
slways Unreafonable to believe fome-
thing Theological for a Truth, which
(Ido not fay is trztlyjﬂgmz_{,fﬁent with,
but ) we do wot clearly dijecrn to com-
port very well with fowmcthing clfé thar we
alfa take for a Trurh or-perhaps that is
one indeed 5 if the Theological Tenet
be fufficiently prov’d in its kind, and be
of thar fort of things that we have been

of late and are yet difcourfing of,

The gencrality of our thilofophers,
as well as Divines, believe, That God
has atorekunowledge of all future Con-
ringencies; and yet how acertain Pre-
fcience can confiflt with the Free-will
of Man, (whichyet isgenerally grant-

ed

! (713)
- &d him,in things meerly Moral or Civil,)
is {o difficult to difcern, that thé.spcinia
«ans are wont to deny (uch things,as de-

+pend upon the will of free'Agents;to

be the proper Objedts of Omntiftience;
and -the Head of the Rembnftrants,
though. a very fubtle Writer, cons
[fefles that he knows not, how clear-
ly to make out, the confiltency of..Gods
Prefcience and Mans freedom 5 both
swhich he yet confefles to be Truths,
;being compell'd to. acknowledge the
former, ( for the latter is evident, } as
‘well by the Iufinitenefs that muft be
aferib’d to Gods Perfetions, as by the

- Prophetick Predictions, whereby fuch

contingent Events have been actuall
foretcld,  And the reconcilement of
~thefe Truths is not a difficulty peculiar
to the Chriftian Religion, but cancerns
-ipeculative Men inall Religions, who
:acknowledge the Deity to be infinitely
-perfet, and allow Mau, as they do, to
‘be a free Agent, :
[ ButI have made this Setion fo pro-
lix already, that [ muft not énlarge on
this third particular.  And therefore I
~fhall fbut it up with anacknowledg-
-ment of Lies-Cartes, which may be ap-
‘ply’d not cnly to it, but to .almq_ﬁrhau

' that
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that has been difcours’d in thiy Sedtion,
and indeed to a great part of this Let- ‘
ter. He then in an Epiftle, that came |
not forth till fome years after the Wri- ;
ters death, fpeaks thus to the Philofo- .
phical Adverfary to whom *tis addref- .
fed : A4s I have often Jaid, when the
SQueftion is about things that velate to -
God, or to what is Infinite , we muft not

confider what we can compre-
hend of them fince we know
that they ought not to be com-
prehended by ws) but only what we can
conceive of thewe, or can attain to by any
certain Reafon or Argument,

Volume 2.
Letter 16,

Crs)

that Philofophical Theory 5) or for
the Faculty illuminated bv Divine Re-
velation, efpecially that which is cons
tain'd in the Books commonly call’d the
Scripture, A
To clear and inforce this the better,
I fhall invite you to take notice with
me of the two following particulars,
We may then in the firft place con-

“fider, That ev’n in thingsmeerly Natu-
;ral, Men do not think it at all Irratio.

nal, to believe divers fuch things upon

- extrinfecal Proofs, efpecially the Tefti-

mony of theskilful, as,if it were not

- for that Teftimony, a Man, though born .

- with good parts, and poffibly very

SECT. vVIL

And now *tis time to advance to one
of the main Coafiderations | had to
Propofe to you concerning the Subject
of this Letter,and it is this; That when
we are to judge, whether a thing be
contrary to Reafon or not, there is a -

only with its own innare Principle, and
fuch Notions as are generally obvious,
( nay, and if you pleafe, with this or

that

Learn’d in the Peripatetick or fome
. other particular Philofophy, would

look upon asIrrational to be believ'd,

- and contrary to the Laws of Nature.

Of thisTthall give you fomelnftane
ces in the Phenomena of the Loadftone,
and particularly fuch as thefe 5 That the
Loadftone, though (as wasabove inti-

.mated ) with one part it will draw
great deal of difference, whether we 2 :

take Realon for the Faculty furnifh'd pel the fame point of the {ame excited

et with another the fame ftone will re-

Needle 5 and yet at the fame time be

© fit to attrad either point of another
~ Needle that never came near a Load-

ftone
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ftone before : That though it be the

wj
bl

Loadftone that imparts an attradtive -

virtue to the Iron, yet when the Load- .

ftone is cap’d, as they call'd it, and fo: : ¢ o
a piece of Iron (and confequently agftrice communicate all 1ts virtues to a

. piece of Steel, and enable that to com-

diftance) 1s nterpos’d betwixe the (tone
and the weight to be rais’d, it will take®
up by many times more than if it be it
felf apply'd immediately . thereunto ,
infomuch that Merfennus

* In his Lictl 5 : ;
Trad de atag. relates * , that (if there be
aets Propric- no -'miftake, ) he had a
oo ¥ T oadftone that of i [elf
350.
o would take upbut half an
- Ounce of Tron,which when ar#’d (or

capd ) would lift up ten Pounds,
which (“fays he ) exceeded the former
weight three hundred and twenty
times : That a Mariners Needle, being
once touch'd with a vigorous Load-
ftone, will afterwards, when freely
poiz’d, turn it felf North and South’s .
and if it be by force made to regard
the Eaft and Weft, or any other points
of the Compafs, as foon as 'tis left at
liberty, ‘ewill of its felf return to its
former Pofition: 7hata Loadftone Hoat- |
Ing on water, will as well come to , and
follow a piece of, Iron that is kept from
advarcing towards it 5 as, when it felf

is |
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is fix’'d, and the Iron at liberty , ’‘twill
draw that Metal to it : That without

any fenfible alteration in the Agent or
the Patient , the Loadftone will in a

municate them to another piece of the
fame Metal: That if aLoadltone, ha-
ving been markt at one end, be cut
long-wife according to its Ax#,and one
Segment be freely {ufpended over the
other, the halves of the markt end, that
toucl’d one another before, will not
now lie together , but the lower will
driveaway the upper 5 and that which
regarded the North in the markt end of

- theintire Loadftone, will join with that

extreme of the lower half,which in the
intire {tone regarded the South : That
(‘as appears by this laft nam'd Proper-
ty) there are the fame Maguetical Qua-
lities in the feparated parts of a Mag-
net, as in the intire {tone 3 and if itbe
cut, or even rudely broken into a great
many parts cr fragments, every one of

~thefe portions, though perhaps not fo

big as a Corn of Wheat, will, if I may
{o fpeak, fet up for its felf, and have its

+ own Northern and Southern Poles,and

becomea little Magner, fui juris, ot in-
depen-
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dependent upon the ftone from which
‘twas{ever'd,and fromalljts other parts;
That, if a Load(tone be skilfyl] y made
Spherical, this 4ittle Magnetick Globe,
very fitly by our Gilbert call'd a Terrella,
Will not only, being freely placd, turg.
North and South, and retain that Pofi-
tion, but have it Poles, its Meridians,
1ts Zguator &c. upon good grounds
defignable upon t, as they are upon the
great Globe of the Farth  Apd this
will hold, whether the Terrells be great
or {mall,

~ I'might not only much encreafe the -
- numberof thefe ¢dd Magnetical Phe.

#owzena’s , but add others aboyt other
Subjects: But thefe may fuffice to fug.
gelk to us this RefleGion, Thar there is’
no doubt to be made, but that 2 Man R
who never had the opportunity tofee or
hear of Magnetical Experiments,would

look upon thefe g contrary to the Prins
ctples of Nature, and therefore to the

Dittatesof Reafon, as (accordingly )
{ome Learned Ariftotelians, to whom T
had occafion 10 propofe fome of them,
rejeCted them as ncredible, And |
doubt not, but Icould frame as plaufible
Arguments from the meer Axioms of

Philofophers, and the Doripe of Phij.

lofophick

L
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;Iofophick Schools againft fome Magne-

tical Phanomena, which Experience hath

fatisfi'd me of, as are wont to be drawn

from the fame Topicks againft the My.
fterious Articles of Faith fince among
the ftrange Properties of the Loadftone
there are fome, which are not only ad-
mirable and ftupendious, but feem re-
pugnant to the Dictates of - the received
Philofophy and the courfe of Nature,
For, whereas Natural Bodies, how fub-
tile foever, require fome particular Dif-
pofitions in the Medium through which
their Corpufcles are to be diffus'd, or
their Actions tran{mitted, (o that Lighe
it felf, whether it bea moft fubtile Bo- -
dy, or a naked Quality, is refifted by al]
‘opacous Mediums, and the very effinvia
of Amber and other EleGricks will not
permeate the thinneft Glafs, or even a
fheet of fine Paper 5 yet the Loadftone
readily performing ~ his Operations
through all kind of Aedinms, without

-excepting Glafs it felf,
If the Poles of two Magnetick Nee-
dles do both of them regard the North,
another Philofopher would conclude
‘them to have a Sympathy, at leaflt to be
unlikely to -ifagrees and yet, if he
‘bring thefe Extremes of the fame Deno-
mina-
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ination within the reach of otie an- |
one will prefently drive away|
the cther as if there were a powerful !

other,

Antipathy between them,

A fomewhat long Needle being plac’d

hovizontally, and exactly poiz'd upon
the point of aPin, if you gently touch
one end with the Pole of a vigorous
Magunet, that end (hal] manifeltly dip or
ftoop, though you often rake it off the
Pin, and put it on again,

T
o
]
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And this |

inclination of the Needle will continge -

Many years, and yet there is not only
no other fenfible change made in the
Metal by the Conta& of the Loadltone;
but one end has requir'd adurable Pre-
ponderancy,
lighter, nor the whole Need]e heavier
than before, And the Inclination of
the Magnetick Needle may be by an-
other touchof the Loaditone taken a-
way without lefsning the weight of the
Part that is deprivid of i¢, :
The Opcration that in a trice the
Loadftone has on 2 Mariners Needle,
though it makes no fenfjble change in
1t, or weakens the Load(tone it felf, will
not beloft, though you carry it as far as
the Southern Hemifphere 5 bur it will.
not be the fame in all places,but infome.
the

though the other be not

I

T

the Magpetick Needle will poine dis
rectly at the North, in others ‘twill de-
viate or decline fome degrees towards
the Ealt or the Welt: And,which feems
yet more ftrange, the fame Needle in
the (ame place will not always regard
the fame point of the Compafs, bur,
lookt on at diftant tithes,may vary from
the true Meridian, fometimes to the
Welt, and afterwards to the Eaft.
Allthe communicable vittues of the
Magnet may be imparted to Tron, withs
our any actual Contatt of the two Bo-
dies, but barely by approaching in- 4
convenient way the lronto the Load-
ftone for a few moments, And the
Metal may likewife be deprivid of
thofe virtuesin a trice, without any im-
mediate Contadt by the {fame or anothet
oadftone, .
- If you mark one end of a Rod, ot
other oblong piece of Iron, that never
came near a Magnet, and hold it per-
pendiculatly, you may it pleafure, and
in the hundreth part of a minute,make
it become the North or South Pole’ of
a Magnetical Body. For if, when ’tis

- beld upright, you apply to the botrom

of it theNorth-extreme of an excited

and well-poiz’d Needle, the lower end
G of
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of the Iron will drive away that Ex-
treme, which yet will be drawn by the
upper end of the fame Iron, And if
by inverting you make this lower end
the uppermoft, it will not attract, but
repel the fame Lilly or North-point of
the Needle. juflt under which it is to be
perpendicularly held.

Though,vis unita fortior,be a receiv’d
Rule among Naturaliftssyet oftentimes,
if a Magnet be cut into pieces,thefe will
take up and {uftain much more Iron than
the intire ftone was able to do.

If of two good Loadftones the for-
mer be much bigger, and on that ac-
count {tronger than the other,the great-
er willdraw a piece of Iron, and retain
it much more firongly than the lefler 5
and yet, when the Iron fticks falt to
the greater and {tronger Load(tone,the
leffer and weaker may draw the Iron
from it, and take it quite away.

Thele Phenomena, (to mention now
no more, ) are (o repugnant to the com-
mon {entiments of Naturalifts, and the
ordinary courfe of things, that,if ante-
cedently to any Teftimony of experi-
ence thefe Magnetical Properties had
been propos’d to Ariftetle himfelf, he
would probably have judg'd them ficti-

flous

i

{

i
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tious things, as repugnant to the Laws

‘of Nature: Neverthelefs, though it

feems incredible, that the bare touch of
a Loadftone fhould impart to the Mari-
‘ners Needle a Property, which, (as far
as we know, ) nothing in the whole
‘World that is not Magnetical -can com-
municate or poflefss and fhould ope-
rate (as Men fuppofe ) upon it at
three or four thoufand Leagues di-
{tance; yet thisisbeliev’d by the Peri-
pateticks them{elves upon the Teftimo-
ny of thofe Navigators that have fail'd.
to the Eaft and wefi-Indics 5 and divers
even of the more rigid of the modern
Philofophers believe more than this,
upon the Teftimony of Gilbert, Cabaus,
Kircherus, and other Learned Magneti-
cal Writers, who have affirmed thefe
things; moft of whichI can alfo averrto -
youuponmy own knowledge, |
. Thus the Habitablenefs of the Torrid
Zowne, though ("as[lately noted ) upon
probable grounds deny’d by Ariflotle,
and the generality of Philofophers for
many Ages 5 yet notonly that, but its
Populoufne(s is now confidently belie-
ved by thePeripatetickSchoolmen them-
{elves, who never were there,

+ And though Ptolomy, and fome other

EE G 3 emi-
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eminent Aftronomers, did with great

care and skill, and by the help of Geo-
metry,aswell as Obfervations, frame a
Theoryof the Planets fo plaufibly con-

¢rivd, that moft of the fucceeding Ma- .

thematicians for 12 or 14 Ages acqui-
elcd in it 3 yet almoft all the modern
Philofophers and Aftronomers, that
have fearch’d into thefe matters with a
readinefs to believe their Eyes, and al-

low their Reafon to a& freely , have

been forc’d, if not to reject the whole
Theory, yet at leaft to alter it quite, as
to the Number and Order of the Pla-
nets, though thefe laft nam’'d Tonovati-
ons are fometimes folely, and always

mainly built upon the Phenomens dif-

cover'd to us by two or three pieces of = g by Reafon, as that is taken for the Fa-

glafs plac’d in along hollow Cane, and
honour'd with the name of a Telef-

cope, ~ ‘
The laft of the two things1 invited

!

5
1
“
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that Se& of Philofophers, would pre-
fer, but that which is prefer'd by the
Faculty furnifh’d either with all the

~ Evidence requifite or advantagious to
- make it give a right Judgment in the

- cafe lyingbeforeits or, when that can-
- not be had, with the beft and fulleft In-

formations that it can procure,

This is fo evident by its own light,
that your Friend might look upon it as
an affront to his Judgment,if T (hould
go about folicitouly to prove it. And
therefcre I fhall only advertife you,
that, provided the Information be fuch
as aman has juft caufe to believe , and
percéives that he clearly underftands, it
will not alter the cafe, whether he have

culty furnifh’d but with its inbred No-
tions and the more common Obfervati-

* ons, er by {ome Philofophical Theory,

you to confider with me, is this, That .
when we are tojudge,which of two dif-

agrecing Opinions is moft Rational, i.e,
to be judg’d moft agreeable to right

Reafon, we ought to give fentence,uot

for that which the Faculty , furnith’d

anly with {uch and fuch Notions,whe-

ther vulgar or borrow’d from this hor .'
that -

or by Experiments purpofely devis'd, or
by Teltimonv Humane or Divine,which
faft we call Revelation.  For all thefe
are but differing ways of informing the
Underftanding,and of fignifying to it
the fame thing 5 as the Sight and the
Touch may affure a Man,that a Body s
fmooth or rough,or in motion or at
reft; (and in {ome other inftances fe-

G 3 veral
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yeral fenfes difcover to us the {ame Ob-

jet, which is therefore call’d objecture
Commmney) and provided thefe Infor-

mated, which way foever the Under<
ftanding receives them , it may (afely
reafon and build Qpinions upon them.

8.
p

(87)
[es and Medinms whereby to conftitute
and prove Theories, as well as the Phe-
nomena of meer nature, feems tacicely:

mations have the conditions lately inti=. + indeed, but yet fufliciently, to be ac-

knowledg'd, by thofe modern Natura-

. lifts,that carenotto take any other way
" to decline the Confequences that may

Aftronomers have within thefe 100

years obferv'd, that a Star hath appea-
7ed among the Fix’d ones for fome time,

be drawn from fuch Relations, thanfol-

licitoufly to fhew, that the Relations
themfelves are all (as I fear molt of

and having afterwards difappear’d, has -
yet fome yearsafter that, fhew'd it felf

again. Andthough,as to this {urprifing
Phenomenon, our Experimental Philofo-
phers could have coatributed nothing

themare ) falfe, and occalion’d by the
Credulity or Impofture of Men.
But not to do any more than glance

~ at thefe matters, let us proceed upon

to the producing it, and though ’tis

quite out of all the received Syftems of
the Heavens that Aftronomers have hi-
¢herto deliverd ; yet the Star it {elf
may be a true Celeftial light, and may
allow us to Philofophize uponit, and
draw Inferences from the Difcoveries it

makes us 3 aswell as we can from the

Phaenomena of thofe Stars that are not
extraordinary , and of thofe Falling
Sears that are within our own Ken asd
Region. S

what is more unqueftionable, and con-
fider, that, fince ev’n our moft Critical
Philofophers do admit many of the a-

"~ ftonifhing Attributes of Magnetick Bo-

dies, which themf{elves never had occa-

" fion to fee,upon the Teflimony of Gil-

bert, and others,who never were able

" to give the true caufes of them sbecaufe

they lool upon thofe R elators as honeft
Men,and judicious enough not to be

* impos'd upon as to the matter of Fact :
* Since (Ifay) fuch amazing thingsare

That the Supernatural thing;:, Gaidto

be perform’d by#ztches and Evil spirits,

might,if true, fupply us with Hypothe-

Jes

| gy 22 S

believ'd by fuch fevere Naturalifts, up-
on the Authority of Men who did not
know the intimate nature of Magnetick.-
Bodies; and fince thefe (trange Pheno-

' G 4 wmen i
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nomena are not only affented to as true
by the Philofophers we {peak of, but
many Philofophical confequences are
without hzfitancy deduc’d from them,
without any blemith to the judgment of
thofe that give their Affent both to the
Things and the Inferences 3 why thould
it be contrarytoReafon to believe the
Teltimony of God either about his Na-
ture, which He can beft, and He alone
can fully know, or about the things
which either he him{elf has done,as the
Creation of the World and of Man s
or which he means to do,as the deftroy-
ing the World, ( whether the whole
World, or cur great Fortex only, 1dit
putenat, ) and the railing both of good
and bad Men to life again, to receive
Rewards and Pumfhments, accordin
to their Demerits.  For methinks that
Apoftle argues very well, who fays, 1f
we receive the teflimony of
men, the teflimony of God is
grester 5 efpecially about fuch things
concerning his own Nature, Will, and
Purpofes,as ’tis evident that Reafon, by
its own unaflifted light, cannot give us
the knowledge of, |
So that we Chriftians in aflenting ta
Dodlrines npon the account of Revela-
| tion,

1 Joha.v. g,

(%) -

? tion, need not, nor do not, reje the
- Authority of Reafon, but only appeal
“from Reafon to it felf, i. e, fromR ea-
. fon, as it is more flightly, to its Di&tates,
jas "tis more fully inform’d, OFf which
4 ewo forts of Dictates there is nothing
/ more rational, than to prefer the latter

" to the former.

~ Andfor my part Iam aptto think,that,
- if what has been reprefented in this
. Section were duly confider’d, this alone
~ would very much contribute to prevent
. or anfwer moft of the Objections, that
- make fuch of the Queftioners of Re-
- ligion, as are not refolutely vitious,
- entertain fuch hard thoughts of fome
" Articles of the Chriftian Faith, as if
' they were direCtly repugnant to Rea-
. fon, For, (as we were obferving )
' thatisnot to be look’d on as the judg-

 ment of Reafon, that is pronounc’d

~ ev'nbya rational Man according to a
- Setof Notions, though the Inferences
- from thefe would be rational, in cafe
- there were nothing elfe fit to be taken
- into confideration by him thatjudges 3
 but that is rather tobe look'd upon as
- the judgment of Reafon, which takes
- in the moft Information pracurable,that
~ 1s pertinent to the things under c&-)nﬁ.-
' " €ra-
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deration. - And therefore Men, thoughclés of Faith,fufficiently deliver'd in the
otherwife learn’d and witty,fhew them- Scriptures, and not knowable without
felves not equal Eftimators of the cafe Revelation, by Arguments meerly natu~
of thofe that believe the Articles we gal, without taking notice of thofe we
fpeak of, when they pronounce them to fean bring for the proof of thatRevela-
affent Irrationally , becaufe the: things ‘tion on whofe account we embrace
they affent to cannot be demonﬂratedg?fthofe Articles, is to challenge a Man to
or maintain’d by meer natural Reafen,a Duel,upon condition he fhall make no
and would probably be rejefted by: De- ! ufe of his beft weapons 3 and is asunrea-
wacritus, Epicurus; Ariftotle, or any other. fonable, as if a Schoolman fhould chal-
of the ancient Philofophers, to whomilenge your Friend to prove, that the
they hould be nakedly propos'd, and Torrid Zoneisinhabited,againft the Rea-
whofe judgment thould be defir’'d about fons that the 4riffotelians are. wont to
them. ~For, although this Allegation“give to prove it uninhabitable, without
would fignifie much,if we pretended to allowing him to make ufeof the tefti-
prove what we_believe only by Argu-imony of Navigators, who affure us of
ments drawn .from the natare of the the conftant Brifes that daily ventilate
thingaffented to3 yetit will not figni-ithe Air,and qualifie that heat, which o-
fie much in our cafe, wherein we pre-Stherwife would not be fupported, and
tend to prove what we believe,chicfly byiwho furnifh us with thofe other circum-
Divine Teftimony,and therefore oughtiiftances whereon to build our proofs,
not to be concluded guilty of anlrra-iwhich we,that were never there , can
tional Affent, unlefsit can be thewn, ei-;have but by Relation. R
ther that Divine Teltimoay 15 not duly; And indeed, the limitations , that
challeng’d by us for the main of ourécmiﬁian Religion puts to fome of the
Religions; or thatinthe particular Artiog:gdi&ates of Philofophy, which . were .
cles we father {omething on that Tefti-jwont to be admitted in a more genera]
mony which is not containd init, orfand unreftrained Senfe, and the- Do-
rightly deducible fromit, And to putittrines about God and the Soul,&¢,that
us upon the proving our particular Arti-gir fiperadds to thofe which the light of

- C clest Nature

¢
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Nature might lead Men to about the
fame Subjets 5 though to fome they
- may feem injurious to Philofophy and |

fome {uch other wild Plant, when by
cutting off fome of the Branches, and

by making a flit in the Bark, that he
may graft on it a Pare-main, or fome g~
ther choice Apples , by this feemingly §
hard ufage he brings it to bear much

nobler fruit, than, if left to its own na-

done,

thofe that believ’d God to be the Au.

thor of the World, dream’d, that He
created Matter of nothing , but only
form'd the World out of preexiftent

Matter, whereas Chriftian Divines ufis:
| ally

tion, as

; . .  the water, or ° .
Reafon, are as little unkind to either, ' out of thé earth, there was an immedi--

as is the Gardener to a Crab-ftock, or ate Prodution of Matter it {elf out of

(95 ) o
' h asan Article of Faith, That,

\;Ielfyidtee: fmhat they call a mediate Crea-

. when Fithes were made out of
Adaw’s body was made

nothing.
SECT. VIIL

After what has been hitherto dif

! : . to confis

nditi : ‘d, it may be feafonable

tural condition , it ever would have § fi(;"\s;vhaa h king of Probation, or what
J

I know not, whether to all that degree of Evidence may reafonably e
hath been faid in this sefion. Imay not Relision t
add thus much further, that it fometimes g netsl

.. . . g - o t
st Bl were propors o e et it bedes the Demonfeaions won
ftanding, and believ’d upon the fcore
of Revelation, are afterward aflented
to by it upon the account of meer Rea-
fon, Towhich purpofe I confider,that
not.any of the ancient Philofophers,
nay (as far as I have read ) evin of

fficient to make the Chr’:ﬁian
hought fit to be embrac’d.
Perhaps I fhall not need to tell you,

thought fu

eated of in vulgar Logick, there
:tl(:: :r:li)ng Philofophers three diftinct,
whether hinds or degrees, of Df;)rnpn; |
ftration. For there isa AMetap jféﬂ:
Demonftration , as wemay call ft[ﬁ »
where the Conclufion is man}l‘ cr );
buile on thofe general Metaphy ll1ca
Axioms that can never be other t 2:
true 3 fuch as Nibil poseft fimul effe &
non effey Non Entis nulle funt Proprie

{
$es Reales,&¢c, There are alfo D}ng}{c:_ .
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Deémonftrations, where the Conclufs
1s evidently deduc'd from ;El;rlf(iig}
Principles; fuchas are, Ex #ibily nif;l I
fit. Nitlla  [ubflantia in nikilum redigitur
€§"c which are not o abfolutely cer- I
tain as the former, becaufe, if there bea I
lC{}od, He may (at leaft for ought ‘'we

now ) be able to create and annihi- &
late Subftances 5 and yet are held up- §
queftionable by the ancient Naturalifts, [
who ftill fuppofe them in their Theo. b
i fcs. For,though the Teftimony of a
finde Witnefs fhall not {uffice to prove

ries. And laftly, there are Mopal De-

xgonﬁrationg,fuch as thofe where the B
onclufion is built either upon fome [
?ne Juch proof cogent in_its kinds or [
ome concurrence of Probabilities thar |
the i Teftimony added to the firft,though of

it cannot be but allowed, fuppofing the

truth of the moft receiv'd Rules of

Prudence and Principles .
Philofophy. rinciples’ of Pra&x'cal:

And this third kind of Probation.
though it come behind the two athor,

11 certainty, yet it is the fureft guide,
3

* which the 4ions of Men, though nor

their Contemplations, have regularly al-
low'd them to follow, Andthe Cop.’
clufions of a 2pr4] Demonftration ar’e;'
the fureft that Men afpire- to, not only-
in the condu& of private Mens affaitsyf:
ut 1n the Government of States, and:

evn

(o5) .
evn of the greatelt Monarchiés and
Empires, And this is confiderable in
Moral Deimonftrations, that fuch may
confift , and be as it were made up of
particulars , that are each of them bue
probables of which the Laws eftab-
litht by God himfelf among his own
People,as well as the practice of our
Courts of Juftice here in Eugland, af-
ford us a manifeft inftance in the cafe of
Murder, and fome other Criminal Cau-

theaccus’d party guilty of Murders yet
the Teftimony of rmo Witnefles,though
but of equal Credit, that is,a fecond

it felf never a whit more credible than
the former, fhall ordinarily fuffice to
prove a Man guilty 5 becaufe it .is
thought reafonable to fuppofe, ‘that,
though each Teltimony fingle be but
robable, yet a concurrence of fuch
Probabilities ( which ought inReafon
to be artributed to the Truth of what
they jointly tend to prove) may well
amount to a Moral certainty, 7. e. fucha
certainty as may warrant the Judge to
roceed to the fentence of death a-
gainft the Indicted party. .~ - Ti
. » '
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C/J:'_‘ﬂoiajzp}::;’igti};z(:e ;P mogs ﬂqrv}:j_ to t.he‘ ﬂ{e embrgc:mg, Iﬁ;, or not embraqing
how much ap rol;atioy fl_l condl.fer,W)thg this Religion, is" an a& of humane
Men thar ju di[():ious Ot[)]f romt di cc;rmn‘gg choice,and t}}erefore ought to be deter-
Jotle has boen en, .el;gauon };) | Arzs'».‘g min'd accoring to the dictates of Ptu-
fays, that *tis as u ir.f?'? » Where h?‘é dence. Now, though in matters that
a thing toteau: nskiltul and improperl very much importus, we may wifli for
grorequire Mathematival Demon-§  and endeavorafter fuch R eafons,where-

ftrations i i i )
ations in AMoral Affairs, asto take upk by to determine our Refolves, as may
amount to Moral Demonftrations ; yet

with Moral Arguments in matcers Ma-}
Prudence will not alwaysrequire, that

we fhould refufe to at upon Arguments

thematical; youwill not deny, but thas |
. : S tg
thofe Articles of the Chriﬁiar}: Religion |
of a lefs Cogency than Moral Demon-
ftrations. For oftentimes in humane

that can be prov'd bya Moral, though i
_hot 3)’ a Meraphyfical or Phyfical, De-

- f(],o: l\/l;;l[:]lgn[{ m(? y vg‘th%‘." any blemifh ¢ Affairs it fo falls out,that divers hazards

| that confe ca clm ia cntedtos and |/ or other inconveniences will attend

foregoin gue?fdy (by vertue of the ‘. whatever refolution we takes; and in

Articles gf t?]n lcgr{m'ons ) thofe other . that cafe, all that Prudence requires, or

clearly and | eC rxfhau Faith,thatare § can enable usto do, is, to take that re-

the fo}:i egitimately deducible from | folution which upon the whole matter

cmonftrated Truths, may likes i feems to be preferable to any others

though that which is thus prefer’d,may

perhaps be liable to fome Objeltion

:vife without difparagement be affented
0. |

. Wemay alfo here confider fiirther
That the choofing or refufing ?;t};g:
brace the Chriftian Religion, which is
not propos'd to us only as a Syftem of
Speculative Doctrines, bur alfy as a
Body of Laws, according to which it
teaches us , that God commands us to
worthip Him, and regulate our Lives

the

that canuot be direftly anfiver’d, bue
only obliquely, by the preponderancy
of the Arguments that perfuade the
choice again{t which the Objection 1s
made, .

But here perhaps you will tell me,
that the fafelt wayin a cafe of {uch im-
portance, is to fufpend aa ation that is

H - every
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every way attended with difficalties,and
to forbear either embracing or reject-
ing the Chriftian Religion,till the trath
or falfene(s of it come to appear evi-
dent and unqueftionable.

To which Tanfwer , that indeed in
matters of Doce Specalavion, about
which our Underflandirgs only need to
be converfunt, the fupenfion of Affent
is not only prafticable, but ufually the
fafe(t way s but Des. Cartes himfelf, who
has been the greate(t Example and In-
culcator of this Sufpenfion, declares,
that he would have it practis’d onely as
bout humane 8 pecul ations,not about hu-
mane Allions 5 Sed bec interine dubita-
tio ad folam contemplationem veritatis
reftringendas non quantum ad ufui vite:
qitia perfepe rerun  agendarnm occalio
prateriret . antequant nos dubiis nofiris
exolvere poffernus.  Nou ravo quod tantuns
eft werifimile cogimur aripleiti, vel etiane
interdum, etfi ¢ duobus wnum altero wve-
ri_{imilii‘u non appareat, alterutrum tamen
eligere.  Andinfome of his other wri-
tings he {peaks {omuchto thew, that
tis unreafonable to expect in matters,
where embracing or rejecting a courfe
that requires practice is neceflary, fucha
certainty as he judgesneceflary to make

atrue

(99)

a true Philofopher acquiefce in refe-
rence to Propofitions about {peculative
matters,that I find by one of his Let-
ters, that he was vehemently accus'd
for having taught, that Men need not
have as fure grounds for choofing ver-
tuous and avoiding vitious courfes, as
for determining about things meerly
Notional. |

And here let me obferve to you the
difference, that I take notice of in the
cafes where we are put upon delibera-
ting,whether we will choofe or refufe a
thing propos'd. For it may be pro-
pounded to us, either as a proffer on
whofe acceptance an advantage may be
hop'd,or as a duty, which,befides the
advantage it promifes to the perfor-
mance , has a Penalty annex’'d to the
non-performance, or as an onely expe-
dient to avoid a great mifchief , or ob-
tain a great good,

Thus when in the Theatrum Chymicum
fome of its chief Authors, as Luly,
Geber, Artephins, who pretend to have
been Adepti, i, e. Pofleflors of the E-
lixir, very earneftly exhort their Rea-
ders to apply themfelves to (o noble
and ufeful a frudy as 4lchymy ( by the
helpof which, the laft nam'd Artephime

' H2 15
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is faid to haveliv’da 1000 years,) they

make but a Propofition of the firft fort.

For though a profperous attempt tO

make the Philofophers ftone ( fuppofing
there be fuch a thing ) would poflefsa ;.

Man of an ineftimable Treafures yet,
if he either refufe to believe thefe Wri-
ters, or, if he do believe them, refufes
to take the pains requird of him that

would follow their counfel, he can on-

E
N

£

i

ly mifs of the wealth, &rc. they would .
make him hope for,but is really nevera =
whit the poorer, or ina worfe condition -
than if they had not endeavourd to

engage him.

But if an abfolute Sovereign com- |
mands fomething to be done by his Sub-

je&ts 5 and to enforce his Command,

does not only propofe great Recom-
penfes to thofe that fhall perform what .

is prefcrib’d,but threatens heavy penal-
ties to the difobedients this will be-

 [fingy if ye obey the Command-

long to the fecond fort of Cafes above

mention’d, in which, as ‘tis evident, 2

Man has not the fame latitude allow'd .

him as in the firft. |

But if we fuppofe, that aMan bya
tranflation of very peccant Matter has

ot a fpreading Gangrene in his Arm,

and a skilful Chirurgion tell him, tha_r%
| 3
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if he will part with his Arm, he may be
recover’d,and fave his life, which elfe
he will certainly lofe : This Cafe will
belong to the laft {ortabove mention’d;
the Patients parting with his Arm being
the onely remedy of the Gangrene, and
expedient to fave his life, and recover
his health, And here alfo tis manifeft,
that there are far f{tronger Motives,
than thofe mention’d in the firlt Cafe,
to make a pofitive and timely Refolu-
tion. :
To bring this home to our Subject, I
need but mind you, that the Chriftian
Dotrine does not only promile a Hea-

-ven to fincere Believers , but threatens

no lefs than a Hell to the Refraltory,
The voice of Mofes to the Jews is

this, Bebold, I fet before you this day a

ble[fing and a curfes a blef-

Deutt.11.26)
27,28,

ments of 1he Lord your God, o
which T command you this days and a

curfe, if ye will wot obey the Comwrand-
ment of the Lord your God, but turn afide
out of the way which I corizinand you this
day, |
And the Commiffion that Chrilt gave
his Apoftlesto preach the Gofpel, runs

thus; Go ye into all the world, and preach
H3 the
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the Gofpel %o every creature, i. € to all
Mankind 5 be that believeth,

’]“;’1: J& andis baptiz'd. fhall be fav'ds
’ but be that belicveth not, fhall
be damn'd. |

By thisyou may perceive, that as far
as there is either truth or probability
in the Chriftian Religion, fo far forth
he that refufes to become a Difciple to

g
£
N
i
1

it, runs a venture, not only to lofe the

greateft bleflings that Men can hope. but
to fall eternally into the greateft mife-
ries that they can fear. Andindeed our
Cafe in reference to the Chriftian Re-
ligion may not only be refer'd tothe
fecond fort of Cafes lately mention’d,
but ‘o the third fort too. Foras the
language of the Author of the Chri-
ftian Religion was tohis Auditors,If ye
belseve not that 1am He (the
Mcftias ) ye fball dye in your

John 8. 24.

&, o . .
it, the one tells the Jews that netther 1s

there falvationin any other: For, there
is 10 other Name under beaven
given awiong nien whreby we
sauft be faved : And the other tells the
Theflalonians, That the Lord Fefus fhall

Afs 4. 12.

be reveal’d from heaven with kis mighty |

Angels in flaming five, taking vengeance
on

Fnsy {oof the two greate(t Heralds of

' Chrift's who fhall be punifiid

B "~ (103) '

on them that know not God, and obey nos
the Gofpel of onr Lord Fefus

2 Thefl. 1,
788)9l

with everlafting defiruction

from the prefence of the Lord , and from

the glory of bis power.

By all this it appears, that the Chri-
ftian Religion is not propos'd barely as
a proffer of Heaven in cafe Men em-
braceit, but asa Law that Men {hould
embrace it upon the greateft penalty,
and asthe onely expedient and remedy
to attain eternal happinels, and efcape
endlefs mifery 5 fo that the forbearing
to {ubmit our necks to: the veke of
Chrift, being as well aruinous vourle,as
to rejett it, that which Reafon here
puts us upon,is, not fo much to confider,
whether or no the Arguments for the
Chriftian Religion be Demonftrations,
and will enable a Man to anfwer directly
al] Objetions and Scrupless ( for there
are divers courfes that Prudence may
enjoin a Man to (teer,whillt Philofophy
fuggelts fpeculative doubts about the
grounds of f{uch Refolutions 3 ) “but
whether it be more likely to be true,
than not to be true, or rather, tvhether
:t be not more advifeable to perform

the conditions it requires upona pro-
H 4 bable
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bable expe(ation of obtaining the

blcflings it promifes, than by refufing it ;

to run a probable hazard of incurring
fuchgreat and endlefs miferies as it per-
emptorily threatens,

It will perhaps be faid, that this is a
hard Cafe, But that is an Allegation I
am not here to confiders fince it pro-
petly belongs to the Dollrine about the
Providence of God, who being the on-
ly Author and abfolute Lord of the
Creatures, who can receive neither
Laws nor Benefits from them, that can
oblige him to them 5 has a rightto pre-
{cribe them what Laws he thinks fit,that
are not impofiible for them to obey,and
1o punifh their difobedience to fuch
Laws; and much more has aright to-an-
nex what conditions he pleafes to that
meftimable Felicity he holds forth 5 the
profter of it uponany terms being a free
2& of his meer goodnefs, and the value
of it incomparably {urpafling whatever
we Men can do or fuffer to obtain it s
efpecially confidering, that, as he might
enforce his Commands , as Sovercigns
commonly do by threatning Peualties
tc the difcbedient, without propofing
Rewardsto the performers; {o he has
given Men fuch prabable Arguments to
' ground

~

(10§ )

round their expectations on, that they
will be felf-condemn’d, if they reject
ithe Religion he propofes,and'yetmain-
‘rainit to bedecent (if 1 may fofpeak )
sfor him to crown their Faith with unva.
Huable bleffings. But, as I was faying,
dthe directand full Anf{wer to this Alle-
igation belongs notto this place; where
jit may fuffice to fay, that whether the
iCafe be hard or no, yet this isthe Caf¥,
iAnd therefore though the proofsof the
iChriftian Religion’ did rot amount
( which yet Ido not grant) to Moral
+Demonftrations, a Man may' ak ratio-
nally in embracing that Religion, if,all
1things confider’d, it appear more like-.
ily to be true, than not to be true, -
4~ And Ifhall by and by thew you, that
1

{this is not the onely Cafe, where Pru-
idence puts us upon making refolutions
inotwithftanding contrary doubts.

: 1know the harfhnefs of the Cafe is
by moft Men made to confift in this,
1 That for a Religion, whereof the truth
ifuppos’d in its promifes and threats is
1 not demonftratively prov’d, we muft re-
{fign up our pleafures, and fometimes
* undergo confiderable hardfhips and lof-
!-{es,and confequently we muft quit what
! 1scertain, for whatis uncertain. Ihave
v b



in another Paper had occafion to {ayh
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ian Religion gives us, For (efpeci-

fomething elfe to this Objedi ,

ject thanB11., : \ VF
‘V]Vh;:: ( to{avoid repetitiojn) h?:li n:glig lyif a Man behold thofe things nos
p my brelent Anfwer, which confifts o locfktbrougb them. but with a Chyiftian

two parts.

B{o poor a thing as
| worth being greedily defir’d 5 and if
! there be fuch a tranfcendent happinefs

nly with aPhilofophical eye that can

The firft whereof is, Th ) that can look beyord them,) if there -
are to giveup to become Cl?:igi};ii be no greater happinefs, Ido not think
not really fo valuable in itfelf as the

Objettersthink, and that 'tis of fearce

Men call Happinefls

any val i ’
y valueat all, if compard to thef as Chriftianity holds forth, T am fure,

goods we may acquire by parting with E
tl}erq. For glas! what ispit tha% (?g:x}i
ftianity requires us to forego, but (imall
which thofe, th
have had the moft of, have Found:’thf:'na;t

petty eujoyments?

and pronounced them unfatisfatory

whillt they poffeft them,and whi
/ ] ,and which ma- |
nifeft experience fhews to be no t?ea(‘s

that deferves to be the objett of my
Ambition, Sothat either the Meannefs
of worldly happinefs will make me
think it no great mifery to want it , or
E the Excellency of heavenly Felicity
| will make me think it great wifdom to
part with earthly for 1t.

And now, in the fecond part of my

tranfi
ranfitory, than they have been declard B Anfwer, I muft invite you to confider

empty, fince 2 thoufand Accidents ma

take them from us, and Death will ig. b
fallibly after a fh(;rt timee( tvir]hv:’éllll clanr;
be but 2a moment compar’d to Eternity )
And if it be faid, §
that thefe Enjoyments, fuch as thbe;%:'g,
are at lea(t the only happinefs that we [ 3
can make our felves fure of,I muft free- | »
ly profefs, that I think it therefore the [i
more reafcnable to part with them, if it

be neceffary upon the hopes that Chri- ;

take usfrom them,

| with me, that Chriftian Religion re-

quires not of usactions more imprudent,
than divers others, that are generally
Jook’d upon as complying with, the di-
frates of Prudence, and {fome of them
pradis'd by greatPolitictans them{elves
the weighty affairs of State,

You know what a common pradtice
it isingreat {torms at Sea, for the Mer-
chants them(elves to throw over-board

their Goods,and perhaps too their Vi-
Guals,
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€tuals [ asinPank’s cale ) ‘though' they can take no refolutnon , againft Wh‘c_,ﬁ
be fureto lofe what they caft away, anJ@probable Arguments, that are not di-
are not certain either that thislofs wilfrectly and fu ly to be anfwer d,ntxlay F%t
fave the thip, or that the fhip may nogjbe opposd, and where yetbt e fuf-
be {av’d without it, - The wifeft, and§ Penfion of his refolution mal){r e :il]s rl]l-é
ev'n the worldlie(t Men, whether: Prinj DOUS, as the venturiogto take either o
: thofe heis invited to?

ces or private perfons, think themfelves) And in the formerly mentioned Cafe,

never more {o, than when they toyl andg :
lay out their care and time, ag’dt u}ﬁlz:ﬁﬁ of aMan that has a fpr eadm}:g Gfingreni
deny themfelves many things to pro- in his Arm, if e confents that it 'etgl;t |
vide advantagioufly for Children whichlj ©off, Which Prudence often ;equllr?s o
they have but a Womans word for, andj| be fhould do, he 1s certamdt(? 0 etc nre
confequently a bare-Moral probability} of his ufcfulleft limbs, anc llsfp ; 'eh.‘
to affure them to be theirs, '} tain but that he may fave his } e V&:llb-
In the 8mall Pox many Phyfitians are out thaft lofs , northat he fhall faveitby
for Bleeding, and others (‘as moft off tha}i;(c)lst.o sive you an Tnflance o w0

our Englifli Pracitioners ) are veryf ) )

much againft it, Suppofingthen (Whicg of a more publick natur% 'Ecliouv: (r%arg-.
is no very rare Cafe ) that a perfon in-§ Examples does Hiftory atior C

¢ mous Cenerals,and other great Com-

vaded by that difeafe, be told by one } manders, who have venturd their For-

of his Phyfitians, that unlefs Nature be I , T {eize v

eas’d of part of her burden by Phlebo- || c€s 20d their Lives to fe}; etupi)l?egllafs
tomy,(he will neverbeable to overcome fi promisd to be betray d (')th mone 4
the difeafe 5 and on the contrary , the i thofe they had CoréuPte WI\hich thz\,
other affures him, that, if by exhauﬁ- though the groin ,hupon Wemem 0}1’:
ing the treafure of life (the Blood ) j Yo" this hazard, be the enga%Tra tors
he further weakens Nature which isbut § fomes who, if they -W(Er . l?owouldy ne-
too weak already., the difeafe. muft that could falfifie t}t])eg a ke {o crimi-
needs overcome her: Whatcanapru- § V€ have beeu,brib c to n:; agement 2
dentMan do in thisCafe, where he j 03l and ignominiots &R e How

can a
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ow often have the grea itici
ans either refclv'd to e%ltertiz(}op: h\!\t;:il'
or taken courfes that they forefee will
end in a War, upon the informationis
they receive from thofethey have cor-
rupted in other Princes Councils 3
though, to believe fuch lnte!ligencers,
-.t[}]];-)feWh-o venture fo much apan their
info:mations, muft fu 1ith
lcf';and perfidious \/Iepnp.;)(e them fith-
t were not d.fficule,to add other[n.
!'tqn’ces to the fame purpofe, by W;:gh
joind with what has been above dif.
cours’d, it may appear, that a Man need
not renounce or lay afide his Reafon to
refolve to fulfill the conditions of the
Gofpel, though the Arguments for jg
were none of them demonftrative ones
.For fo much as a Probability of attaine
ing by it fuchineftimable bleflings, as i¢
propofes, and little more than a bare
Probability, of incurring | by reje &in
it fuch unfpeakable mileriesas it’t'href
tens, may rationally induce a Manto re-
folve upon fulfilling its reafonable con-
ditions,and his Prudence mav very well
be jultifid if it do but appear, that
(_1.; [t 1s more probable char ﬂ_)m’e Re-
Tigion thould be true, than that {o many
well attelted Miracles alledg’d by the

ancient

- ()
ancient Chriftians fhould be falfe 5 and
that God who is the Author of the
World, and of Men, (for fo much, I
think,may be Phyfically prov'd) fhould
leave Man whom he has fo fitted, and
by benefits and internal Laws obliged to
worthip him, without any exprefs dire-
&ion how to do it: And that (2) If
there be any true Religion, the Chrifti-
an is the moft likely to be that,in regard
not only of the excellency of its Do-
&rine and Promifes, but of the Prophe-
cies and Miracles that bare witnefs to
it, the Records of which were made by
honeft plain Men, who raught and pra-
&ifed the firictelt virtue,and who knew
their Religion condemn’d Lying, free-
Iy join’d their Dottrine and Narratives
with their blood: the truth of which
was fo manifeft in the times when they
were faid tobe done, that the evidence
feem’d abundantly fufficient to convert
whole Nations,and among them many
confiderable and prudent perfons, who
had great opportunity as well as con-
cern to examine the truth of them , and
who were by their intereft and educati-
on fo indifpos'd to embrace Chriftiani-
ty, that, to make a fincere profeffion of

it,they muft neceffarily relinquith both
their




gxiixr. forr(riler Religion, and their Former
) lesjl_im. 1 venturoully expole for it not
aly their Fortunes, but their Lives.

If it be here objected, that it is verj |

harfh, if notunreafonable, to exact up-

g?mfo great penalty as Damnation fo]
an aflent,as is requifite to Faith, to

fuch Dodrines as are either obfcurel

delxverefi, or have'not their truth de- :‘
monftratively made out : I anfwer, that |
whatever others may think Idon’t be- |
lieve, that there is any deg;ee of Faith |
ablolutely neceflary to falvation, thatis §
not {utable to the evidence that Men |
:1(1)’1;; have of it,if they be not wanting
> themfelves through Lazinefs, Preju- |
dices, Vice, Paffion, Intereft, or ,fome}o-

ther culpable defe¢t. For confidering

that God is jult, and gracious, and has |

been pleas’d to promulgate the
’ , Go

?z.a}t] Men whom it fu%)pofes to aéipea]s’
ﬂtlxc I(l:hat 1s, as rational Creatures )
{ ould be brought to falvation by it; 1
ee no jult caufe to think,that he intet;ds
to make any thing abfolutely neceffary
to falvation, that they may not fo fa};
clearly underftand asthey are command-
f:d. dlﬁm&ly.and explicitely to believe
;f, and what isnot fo deliver'd,[ thould
or that very Reafon,unwillingly admit

to

to be neceflary to falvation: And yod.
may here remember , that I formerly
told you, I was far from thinking ail the
Tenents either of the Schools, or of
particular Churches, to be fo much as
Chriftian Verities,and therefoream very
unlike to allow them here to be funda-
mental and necefary oness and I take i¢
to be almoft as great as common a mi-
ftake, that all the Do&rines that con-
cern fundamental Articles, muft be fun«
damedtal toos as if becaufe the Head
is a noble part of the Body, and effen-
tial to life, therefore all the hair that
grows upon it, muft be thoughe fuch
too. Butthen as tothe abfolute firm--
nefs of Affent, that is fuppofed to be
exalted by Chriftianity to the Articles
it delivers, T am not fure that 'tis fo ne-
ceffary in all cales to true and faving
Faith, as very many take it to be. For
Gir(t the Scripture itfelf tellsus, that
fome of the Truths it reveals, are un-
fathomable My fteries, and fome other
Points. are fuaviras hard to be under-
ftood 5 and ’tis unreafonable to fup-
pofe,that the highelt firmnefs of Aflent
35 to be given to fuch Articles, or to
thofe parts of them, as their obfcurity

keeps us from having fo much reafon to
| 1 think




el 11 that fhall appear to mm (o
lggl‘:;ree:‘led by God, and only gioubtszi |
* whether the thing propofed behmc(ifg_l !

revealed by him, or whether t 3 \t B

dent Party rightly underftands

think that we clearly underftand them,
as we have to fuppofe we underftand
thofe that are far more plainly reveal’d. |
And (fecondly ) to fpeak more gene-
rally, ’tis har(h to fay, that the fame de-
gree of Faith is neceflary to all Per-

foos, fince Mens natural capacities and

difpofitions , and their education, and
the opportunities they have had of be-
ing informed, do very much, yet per-
haps not culpably | difpofe fome more
than others to be diffident, and apt to
hzfitate,and frame doubts. And the
fame Arguments may appear evident e-
nough to one Man to make it his duty
to believe firmly what they perfuade,
which in another, naturally more fcep-
tical , or better acquainted with the

difficulties and obje&tionsurged by the

oppofite Party, may leave fome doubts.
and {cruples excufable enough, And
when either the Dorine itfelf is not
clearly deliver'd, or the Proofs of it,
that a2 Man could yet meet with, are
not fully cogent 5 for that Man, not to
give {uch Truths the fame degree of
Aflent that Demonftration may pro-
duce, is not, as many interpret it, an
affront to the Veracity of God,fince he
may be heartily difpofed and ready to
believe

' Reve-
{enfe of thefe words wherein the e
< on is contain’d 5 which 1s nottod

g:&?t['](}od, but himfelf: And thate:(ri
fome cafes , a degtee of Faith r}lloz; e
empt from doubts, may, throug Gods

goodnefs, be accepted , We mayf ;eveg
from hence,that theApoftles Fhen} e vesy
who were fo much 10 _Chr}ﬁs bav "

made it theirPrayerto him,That cbwozfd
encreafe their F la(itié : An;i tt]ﬁ'\:;tfo:ghi;

that if he could doan  for 1
d T believe, belp

fon, and cryed out, Lo o

2y unbelief, wasfofaraccep
:ﬁi’; myerciful [-{;gh Prielt, who 18 ag; nf‘(z
be toucht with thefenfe of our1n rme
ties. that his Requelt was gr;llnv'ln >
thOlD]gh it could nog'b% {obut b’?h : iy (%
A one in his favor. ;
2'1Mller: fi‘i%?el‘t by aftorm, and crying to‘
th%ir Matftet, as thinking tben}felve;’ L:a!rje
on the very point of perfﬂnngﬁ e
faved by him at the fame time W er;‘”le
save them the Epithet of #cn of z\k-
?az’tb . And at another time, Pefer wa

. . e h d 10& 3
ing upon the Sea;,thf;“:éh he ha degree
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degree of that Faith that made him firft

engage upon that adventure, and was
reproved for it by Chrift, was yet refcu-

ed from that finking condition which.

both he and his Faith were in. And
we are told, inthe Gofpel, of a Faith,
which, though no bigger than a grain of
Muftard-feed, may enable a Man to re-
move Mountains: And though this pafe
fage {peaks not primarily of juftifying
Faith, yet fti!l it may ferveto fhew,that
degrees of Aflent,far {hort of the great-
eft, may be fo far accepted by God, asto
be owned by miraculous Exertions of
his Power, For the Faiththen that is
made a neceflary condition under the
Gofpel, asthe genuine fruit and fcope
of itis Obedience; fo ’tis not indifpen-
fably fuch a Faith as excludes doubts,
but refufals. And though the Affent
be not fo ftrong as may be produ-
ced by a Demonftration; yet it may
be gracioully accepted, if it be but
ftrong enough to produce Obedience;
and accordingly whereas Pawl in one
place declares,that in Chrift Fefus neither
circunmcifion availeth ary thing, nor uncir-
cumcifon but faith operative through loves
we may learn his meaning from a paral-
lel place, where varying the words, and

not

oy

'not the fenfe, of the latter part of the

fentence, he fays, that in Chrift 'j'ejm nei-
ther civcumcifion availcth any thing , nov
anciveumcifion but the keeping of the Com-=
mandments of Cod. 1 readily gr:mt,f
that attainment of a higher degree o
Faith' isalways a blefling, and Fan?‘oc
be fufficiently prized,without qu% in-
cerelv aimed at 3 but there are 10 l())}n;:
Virtues and Graces degrees, W l?
though to reach be a great happu;lersr;
yet ‘tis but the endeavoring aftc;ti&t e:f
vhat is an indifpenfible Duty.- L;’ e{v%uni
tis true, that the firmnefs of a ed
to Divine Veritics, docs,n {ome ’rc.eg.}r‘"i
bring much honour to God 3 as tl:si ain
of theFather of the Faithful, (who

- reference to the promife made hlm._of

Ifaac,did not confider hisown age,rtr:l?;
Sarahs long barrennefs,{oasto en:ie e
any diffidence of w}_mt G(?d Pa_ . ohe
him, ) that being mighty 10 aue , e
gave glory to God: But ngt .tr‘ul oo,
that in another refpect 2 pra 1ca;da !
built upon a lefs undoubwfl ;v. er;]er;
may have its preheminences do;-] (\iv( #
Chrift now rifenfrom.thedea ,ha ;e.
to the diltruftful Didimus, Thomas,

| g h
canfe thoi haft feen mle,tsbou haft bel;g;l édi?
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immediately adds, But bleffed ( that is,

peculiarly and preferablyblefled ) are.

thofe that have not feen, and yet have be
lieved s and indeed he does nota littI;
honour God, (in that fenfe wherein
“Mortals may be faid to honour him )
who is fo willing toobey and fervehi
~and f{o ambitious to be in an eﬂlm’
where hemay always do fo, that u on
what he yet difcerns to be bat a o
bablity of the Chriftian Religionspkr)o-
ing the_moﬁ acceptable to God, he "
braces it withailits difficulties and dilmv
gers, and upon this fcore venturou{?-
%;efolves to {ubmit, if need be, to d
feat and altual dereliction of ;111 ;‘5-
§:§; bz».;]dL[j;lﬂs, and perhaps his Interelf:
andnis Litetoo, u 1
’u.ncertain expeéfaggg :;;f)lrin‘ﬁargtwﬂy
nim hereafter,  ving. with

The
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The Conclufion of the Firft Part. |

And here Iwill put a Period to my

~ Anfwer to your Friends Queftion in

one of the two {enfes of it,and o to
the firft Part of this Difcourfe. Againft
all which perhaps your Friend will ob-
ject, That at this rate of arguing for
the Chriftian Religion, one may Apo-
logize for any Opinton, and reconcile
the moft unreafonable ones to right
Reafon. But tis not difficult for me to
reply, That this Objettion is grounded
either upon a miftake of the defign of
this Letter , or upon the overlooking
of whatis fupposd mit. Forl donot
pretend,that the Confiderations hither-
to alledg’d fhould paflsfor Demonftra-
tions of the Truth of Chriftianity ,
‘which s to be prov'd by the excellency
of the Dolrines it teaches, and that of
the Rewards it promifes, (both which
are worthy of God,) and by divers o-
ther Arguments, efpecially the Divine
Mivacles that atteft it But that which
1 was here to do, was, not to lay down
the grounds why Ireceiv'd the Chrilti-
an Religion, but to returnan Anfwer,

backt with Reafons , to the Queftion
14 that
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that was propos’d: Whether I did not
think, that a Chriftian, to continue fuch,
muft deny or lay afide bis Reafon ¢” The
fum of the Anfwer is this, That the
Dottrines really propos’d by the Chriftidn

Religion, feeming to me to be by pro- -

per Arguments fufficiently provd in
their kind, (0 as that the proofs of it
whether they be demonfirative or n0:
are fufficient, (the nature of the things
to be prov'd, confiderd ) to juftifie a
_'raru)nal and prudent Man’s embracing
it this Religion (! fay ) feeming to
me to haye fuch pofitive Proofs forit, I
do not think, that the ObjeGions, that
are {aid tnbedrawn from Realon a:;ain&
it, doreally prove the belief of it to
ECmCE)n@ﬂfeﬂt th right Reafon, and
do outw-igh the Arguments alledgable
in that Religions behalf,  To propofe
ﬁ)mvc of thc' general gronnds of this
An{wer of mine, was the deﬁgn of the
Coaliderations hitherto difcours’d of s
Which ( as [hinted to you at the begin3
ning ) could beno other thas general
unlefs you had mention’d o me fbmeo%
your ‘riends particular O‘bje&ions
which when he tells you, vou will pt:r-3
haps find that Thave already given you
the grounds of an{wering thgm. And

though )
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though to propofe Arguments to evince
pofitively the Truth of our Religion
after the example of the excellent Gro-
tius, and fome other very learned Wri-
ters, be not, as you fee, either my task
or my defign 3 yet if you attentively
confider what I write in that fhort Dif-
courfe, wherein [ manage but that feem-
ingly popular Argument for Chriftiani-
ty, that is drawn from the Miracles that
are faid to atteftit, you will perchance
beinvited to think , that when all the
other Proofs of it are taken in, 2 Man
may, without renouncing or affronting
his Reafon, be a Chriftian.
But to proceed to the more confide-
rable part of what I prefum’d your
Friend will obje, I anfwer, That the
confiderations I bave alledg’d in the be-
half of fome Myfteries of the Chrifti-
an Religion, will not be equally appli-
cable to the moft abfurd or unreafona-
ble Opinions, For thefe Confiderati-
ons are offer’d as Apologies for Chrifti-
an Doctrines, but upon two or all of
thefe three Suppofitions, The firft,
That the Truth of the main Religion
of which f{uch Doétrines make a part, 1s
{o far pofitively provd by real and un-
congroul’d Miracles, and other compe-
tent
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tent Arguments, that nothing, but the
manifeft and irreconcileable Repugnan-
cy of its Dotrines to right Reafon,
ought to hinder us from believing them.
The fecond, That divers of the things,
at which realonable Men are wont to
take exception, are fuch, as Reafon it
felf may difcern to be very difficult, or
perhaps impofiible for us to underftand
perfectly by our own natural light. And
the third, That fome things in Chrifti-
anity which many Men think contrary
to Reafon, are, at moft, but contrary to
it, as 'tis incompetently inform’d and aC-
fifted, but net when ’tis more fully in-
ftruéted, and particularly when °tis in-
lightned and affifted by Divine Revela-
tion. And asIthink thefe three Sup-
pofitions are not juftly applicable, @!
fay not,as the Objection does, to the
molt abfurd, or unreafonable Opinions,
but,) to any other Religion than the
true, which is the Chriftian; o the laft
of thefe Suppofitions prompts me to
take notice to you, that, though we
ought to be exceeding wary, how we
admit what pretends to be fupernatu-
rally reveal'd 5 yet if it be attended
with fufficient evidence of its being fo,
we do very much wrong and prejudice
our

(123)
our felves, if out of an unreafonable
jealoufie, or,to acquire or maintain the
repute of being wifer than others, we
fhut our eyes againft-the light it offers.
For befides that aMan may as well err
by rejeting or ignoring the Truth, Fs
by miftaking a falthood for it 5 Iconfi-
der,that thofe Men that have an Inftru-
ment of knowledge, which other Men
either have not, or, ( which is asbad )
refufe to employ, have a very great ad-
vantage above others towards the ac-
quiring of Truth, and with far lefs
parts than they , may difcover divers
things, which the others, with all .theu:
Pride and Induftry,fhall never atrain to.
As when Galilzo aloneamong the mo-
dern Aftronomers was Mafter of a Te-
lefcope, ‘twas eafie for him to make no-
ble difcoveries in Heaven of things, to
which not only Ptolemy, Alpkmfapf3 and
Ticho.but ev'n his Malters, 4riffarchus
samiwsand Copernicus,themfelves never
dreand of, and which other Aftrono-
mers cannot {ee but by making ufe of
the fame kind of Inftrument. And on
this occafion let me carry the Comgarll-
fon, fuggefted by the Telefcope, a little
further, and take notice, that if Mien
having heard, that there were four Pla-

nets
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nets moving about Fupiter, and that Ve-

##s is an opacous body, and fomefimes |

horn’d like the Moon, had refolvid to
examine thefe things by their naked
eyes, as by the proper Organs of Sight,
without employing the Telefeope, by
which they might (ufpec, that Galileo
might put fome Optical delufion upon

them; they would perhaps have affem- §
bled in great multitudes to gaze at Pe-
ays and Fupiter, that (fince plus vident

Oculi quam Oculys ) the numberof eyes §
might make amends for their dimnefs, .
This attempt not fucceeding, they §
would perhaps choofe out fome of the
youngeftand {harpeft fizhted Men, that §
by their piercing eyes that may be dif-
cover'd which ordinary ones could not §
reach, And this Expedient not fuc- [

ceeding neither, they would perhaps
diet their Stargazers,and prefcribe them
the inward ufe of Fennel , and Eye-
bright, and externally apply Collyrinms
and Eye-waters, and thofe to as little
purpofe as the reft. With fucha pity,
mix’'d - with Indignation, as Galileo
would probably have look’d on fuch
vain and fruiclefs attempts with, may a
judicious Chriftian, that upon a due ex-
amination admits the Truth of the Scri-

ptures,

(n25) .

look upon the prefumptuousan
s:lilt:e;’]doe:vm?s of thofe Men, who, by
the goodnefs of _their natural parts, or
by the improvements of them,or by the
nﬁmber of thofe that confpire in the

| - ame fearch, think, with the bare eyeof

. I E
{on to make as great difcoveries o
ﬁ::venly Truths,as a Q(:’t;)?nag:fgegcl:g
lations, contal e Scr
;}lirpge::n with great eafe and fatxsgaci
&orin’efs attain. To which lethmg a
this further improvement of the oqxl.i
arifon,that #s a skilful Aﬁ_ronomﬁr “{11‘
iPndeed firft feverely examme,ﬁw et [f;
the Telefcope be an Inftrument ;:_ to be
trufted, and not likely to 1m’so eF 13)) t
him; but being once refolv '('O that,
will confidently believe the di g:ovgr;}i:s
it makes him, however contrary tol 1; e
receiv'd Theories of the Cele[hz;. o(i
dies, and to what he him{elf believ

] befare.and would {till,if the TelefCope did

ife inform him, con.tinu.e to
Il;gltigxt};?rfvov; well qualifrd Inquirer 1nto
P\el'xgio,ns,though he w(;ll be xéery ?1;?3
he admits Scripture 5

upon what terms ts Seripture

' be fully fatisfi'd, that
T o admic ill not {crupleto
admitit,he will no P

?:cgelil\ti:e(:lpon its ;uthomy whatever {u-

pernatural Truths it clearly d;fclogc:lsn:c;
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him 5 though perhaps conttary to the
Opinions he formerly held, and which, §
if the Scripture did not teach him o-
therwife, he would yet affent to.  Arid
as the Galaxy and other whitith parts of §

the Sky, were by Ariffotle and his Fol-
lowers, and many other Philofophers,
who look’d on them only with theirna-
ked eyes, for many Agesreputed to be

but Meteors 5 but to thofe that look on B,
them with an eye affifted by the Telef~ §

cope, they plainly appear true Conftella-

tions made up of a multitude of bright

(though little ) Stars; [o there are
Theological Dottrines, which to Phi-
lofophers, and others that look on them

with the naked eye of Natural Reafon,

feem to be butlight and fantaftical
things 5 which yet, when R eafon,affift-
ed and heightned by Revelation,comes
to contemplate, it manifeftly fees them
tobetrueand celeftial Lights,which on-
ly their fublimity keeps conceal’d from
ourweak (‘naked) eyes,

FINTIS,
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PREFACE.
Hil'§t the Confiderations a-

| bont Religion and Rea-
fon, (" to which the following Effay

s annex’d ) were ot yet come from

the Prefs , the Learned Publifber of

them falling one day into Difeonrfe
with wme about the Defign they aim'd
atand (ome of the Points they treated
of sand particularly the RefurreGion;

onr Difcomfe occafion’d my letting

T upRTewe e MR hde

bim know, that 1 bad long fince had

thoughts, and perbaps imparted fome

of them to my Friends, about fuch

Subjectssand that in particular about

the RefurreCtion I bad yes by we

@ Mannferipts whevein divers years
ago I had endeavour'dto fbew, thas

the Philofophical Difficulties | nrg'd

againft the Poflibility of the Refurs

~ rection, were nothing near [0 infupe-

vable, as they are by fome pretended,
A2 and



THE PREFACE.
and by others granted 1o be. ‘Upon
this Natice, the Curioftty be expre[sd
to fee this Effaysengaged me quickly
to bring it him 5 though my being rea-

dy to go from London wmade me do it

without faying to look_ it over miy
Selfs much lefs to add what fince oc-
curd to me about thethings treated
of in it. But notwithftanding its
TnperfeStions, and my wnwillingnefs
40 let it go abroads efpecially with-
out fome Papers that (hould hawe pre-
ceded it the Learned Pernfer would
not be denied leave to fend it, (in
wy abfence ) unaltersd 1o the Prefs,

and join it to the Traét be expeCied

thence ; p(fztz'fvely afﬁrmz'rzg, that 1

ought no longer to ftifle a Difcourfe,

that be judg'd wery feafonable, and

thought likelyto dogood. In which

ConjeSiure if be do not prove mifta-

ken, I hape fome more ingenions than

veligions Men, feeing what can be ea-

[zly faid by fo incompetent aPen-as

. . mine,

!

THE PREFACE

mine , for one of the moft o
Dolrines of Cbrzﬁiarzity,j;illpzz-i‘f
by be made le(s forward to condemn
all thofe for Defertors of Reafon,
that [ubmit 10 Revelation. And I
JShall bope to0, (on the other fide, )
,thc.zt fome more Relf;giom , than "in
this matter, well-inform'd Men will
be induc'd to think , that what they
call the New Philo{ophy may fir-
nifl ws with fome new Weapons for
the defence of our ancienteft Creed ;

- and that Corpufcularian Principles

‘igtl).} not ong be admitted without
picurcan Ervors | but be employ'd
againft then. ’ i

ER-
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P Ag. 3. line 26, read deceafe for decreafe, p.10.L 21;
X readKircherus,q Polonian Phyfitian in Querceta-
s, o121, 36, 1, require. p, 13, 1. 27. 1. % meant. p, 15,

L. penulc, read firft poffeffor, p17.1. 1. r.are of auv, 29, -

La.r.L did(purpofely) but touch.p.39. 1. 7. t. and!tr an,
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(1)
Some Phyfico-Theological
CONSIDERATION.S
ABOUT
ThéPos’s IBILITY

OF THE

RESURRECTION;

ks 1o He Queftion about which my
@y By thoughts are defired being
NG &Sl thiss Whether to believe 1he
WONRES Refurretionof the Dead which
the Chriftian Religion teackes, be not to be-
lieve an Impoffibility 2 1 (hall, before
proceed any further;crave leave to ftate
the Queftion fomewhat more clearly

~and diftinttly 5 that, being freed from

Ambiguities, you may the better know
in what f{enfe [underftand it in iy An-

{wer; in the returning whereof, yous

Friend need not defire me o infift but
) B  upor
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(2)
upon my own Thoughts,unlefshe could
do me the favor to dire&t me to fome
Author, which Thave not yet {een,that
has exprefly treated,upon .Phllofophl-
cal grounds, of the Queftion he pros
fes.
PoF o[k then I take it for -granted, that
he does not mean, whether the _Reﬁfr-
retion is a thing knowable,or direttly
provable by the meer Light of Nature.
For, if God had not, 1n the Scripture,
pofitively revealed his purpole of Rai-
fing the Dead, 1 confefs , I(hould not
have thought of any fuch thing, nel-
“ther do I know, how to prove that it
will be, but by flying, not only, to the
Veracity, but the Power of Gggl.iyyho
having declar’d that he will raife ‘the
Dead, and being an Almighty Agent, I
have reafon to believe, that hewill not
fail to perform what he has foretold, .
Nor do I (fecondly ) underftand
the Queftion to be, Whether the Refur-
reilion be poflible to be effetted by
meerly Phyfical Agents and means, For
that it is not to be brought to pafs ac-
cording to the common courfe of Na-
ture, [ prefume 5 after the univerfal ex-
perience of {o many Ages, which have

afforded us no inftances of it And
| though

L7

b

()
though perhaps in Speculation it feems
not abfolutely repugnant to Reafon,
that the {catter'd parts of a dead Body
might be reconjoin’d, foon after the
deathof the Man3 yet [ think you will
eafily grant it to be morally impoffible,
that this(hould happen to any one per-
fon,and much more, that it may, nay,
that it will, happen to all the perfons of
Mankind at the worlds end : So. that
when I treat of the poflibility of the
General Refurreltion, Itake it for grant-
ed,that God has been pleas’d to promife
and declare, that there fhall be one,and
that it fhall be effected,not by or accord-
ing to the ordinary courfe of Nature,
but by his own Power. On which oc-
cafion, [ remember, that when our Savi-
our, treating of the Refurredfion,filenc’'d
the Sadduces that deny’d it, he conjoins,
as the caufes of theirError, the two

- things I have pointed at in this Obferva-

tion, and in the firt that preceded it :
You err, (ays he , not Rnowing the Scri-
plures, nor the Power of God. And when
an Angel would aflure the blefled Vir-
gin, that fhe fhould bare a Child with-
out the intervention of a Man, (which
was a cafe fomewhat akin to ours, fince
‘twas a production of a Humane Body

_ B a out
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out of a fmall portion of humane fub-
ftancein a fupernatural way,) he con-
cludes his {peech by telling her , That
nothing fhall prove impoffible to God.

Tn the third place, I fuppofe, that

the Article of the Refurreétion, taught
by the Chriftian Religion, is not here
meant by the Proppfer in fuch a lati-
tude, as to comprize all that any parti-
cular Church or Se& of Chriftians,much
lefs any private Doctor or otherWriter,
hath taught about the Refurretfion 5 but
only what is pluinly taught about it in
the holy Scriptures themfelves. And
therefore, if befides what isthere {o de-
liver'd, the Propofer hath met with any
“thing that he judges to be impofible in
its own Nature, he hath my free confent
to deal with the Authors and Abettors
of {uchunreafonable Opinions, (which
I declare my felf to be not only uncon-
cern’'d to defend , but fufficiently dif-
posd to reject, ) as rathnefies unfriend-
ly to the growth of Chriftianity.

4. And now, that 1 may yet further
clear the way for the Difcourfe that is
to follow, and obviate fome Objettions
and Scruples, which I think ’tis better
feafonably to preveat, than {olemnly to

anfwer; Ifhall defire youx leave to lay
| down

(s)

down in this place a couple of Confi-

* derations3 of which I fhall begin wizh

[ e R ORI
PRSI

this, that ’tis no fuch eafie way as at fir(t
it feems, to determine what is abfolute-
ly neceffary and but fufficient to make
a portion of. Matter, confider’d at dif-
fering times or places, to be fit to be
reputed the fame Body.

That the generality of Men do in
vulgar Speech allow themfelves a great
latitude about this affair, will be eafily
granted by him, that obferves the re-
ceived forms of {peaking, Thus Rowe

- is faid to be the fame City, though it

hath been (o often taken and ruin’d by
the Barbarians and others, that perhaps

fcarce any of the firft houles have been

left ftanding,and at leaft very few re-
mainin comparifon of thofe that have
been demolifhed, and have had others
built iu their {tead, Thus an Vniverfs-

# is faid to be the fame , though fome
~ Colledges fall to ruine, and new ones

are built 5 and though once in an Age
all the perfons that compos'd it , de-
creafe , and are {ucceeded by others,
Thus the Thames is (aid to be the fame
River, that it was in the time of our
Forefathers, though indeed the water
that now runs under London-bridge, - is

- B3 not



Man that thinks, conceéives in his mind

6)

#ot the fame that ran there an hour a-
go,and is quite other than that which
will run there an hour hence. And fo
the Flame of a Candleisfaid to be the
fame for many hours together, though
it indeed be every minute anew body,
andthe kindled Particles, that compofe
itat any time affign’d, are continually
putting off theformof flame, and are

repaired by a fucceflion of like ones.
Nor is it by the Vulgar only that the
Notion of Identity has been uneafie to
be penetrated. For it feems, that even
the ancient Philofophers have been
puzledabout it, witnefs their Difputes,
whether the thip of Thefews were the
Jame after it had ( like that of Sir Fran-
¢# Drake ) been fo patch’d up from time
to time to preferve it as 2 Monument,
that {carce any Plank remain'd of the
former fhip, new Timber having been
{ubftituted in the place of any pax’i
thatinlength of time rotted. And even
in Metapbyﬁckf themfelves, I think it no
eafie task to eftablifh a true and ade-
uate Notion of Identity, and clearly
determine, what is the true Principle

of Individuation. And at all thisIdo -

not much wonder; for almoft every

this

[ T
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~ this or that Quality or Relation,or Ag-
. gregate of Qualities,to be that which is

‘effential to fuch a Body, and proper to

- giveit fuch a Denomination 5 whereby

it comes to pafs,that,as one Man chiefly
refpe@s this thing,and another that, in
a Body that bears fuch a name ; foone
Man may eafilylook upon a Body asthe

faue, becaufe it retains what he ‘chieﬂ.y
~ ‘confider’d init, whilft another thinks it

to be chang’d into a new Body, becaufe
it hasloftthat which he thought was the
denominating Quality or Attribute,

“Thus Philofophers and Phyfitians difa-

gree about Water and Iee, {fome t:_ik'm.g
the latter to be but the former difgui-
{ed, becaufe they are both of them cold
and fimple Bodies, and the latter eafily
reducible to the former, by being freed
from the exceffive and adventitious de-
gree of coldnelss whil'&t others, look-
ing upon fluidity as eflential to Water,
think Ice upon the fcore of its folidity
to be a diftinét fpecies of Bodies. And
{o Peripateticks and Chywmifts often dif-
agree about the Afhes and Calces of
burnt Bodies; the firlt referring them
to Earth, becaule of their permanency
and fixtnefs, and divers of the Spagyrifts

taking them to be Bodies fui gemeris,
B4 becaufe

VT T T R O TR
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becaufe common Afhes ufually contain
a cauftick Salt, whereas Earth ought to

be infipid : Andthelike may be faid of

{fome Wood-athes and Lime-ftone, and
even Coral, which, when well-calcin’d
and recert, have a biting talte, befides
that fome of them that areinfipid may
be reduc’d into Metals, as may be eafily

enough try’d in the Calces of Lead and

Copper.

Thefe difficulties about the Notion
of Identity 1 have therefore taken no-
tice of,that we may not chinkit ftrange,
that among the ancient Hebrews and

Greeks, whofe Languages wereforemote

in feveral regards from ours, the fami-
Yiar expreflions employ'd about the
Jamenefs of a Body fhould not be fo
‘precife as were requifite for their turn,
who maintain the Refurrei?ion in the
moft rigid fenfe, And this leads me
from the firlt of my two Confiderations
to thefecond. |

That (" then ) ’tis not repugnant or
unconfonant to the Holy Scripture , to
fuppofe, that a comparatively {mall
quantity of the matter of a Body, be-
ing increas’d either by Aflimilation or
other convenient-Appofition of aptly
difpofed matter, may bear the name of

| the

. the former Body, I think T may reafona-

' bly gather from the three following

- Expreffions, I meet with in the Old and
New Teftament.

- For firlt, St. Paul in the 15th Chapter
of his firft Epiftle to the Corinthians,

~ where he profefledly treats of the Re-

Jurrection, and an{wers this Quefltion;

- But forise Man will {ay, How are the Dead

vaifed up 2 And with what Body do they

- come? ver.35: He more than once ex-
- plains the matter by the fimilitude of
Sowing , and tells them , 7er. 37. That
~which thou foweft, thou [owef} not that
Body that fuall bes but bare Grain, it may
chance of 1Wheat, or of fome other Grain,
Adding, that God gives this feed  Body
as be thought fit ; 10 each feed its own
~ Body, ver. 38, Now, if we confider the

- multitudeof Grains of Corn, that may

in a good Soil grow out of One; info-

~ much that our Saviour fpeaking in the
. Parable de Agro Dowinico,of a whole
- Field, tells us, that the Grain may well
* bear a hundred for one : We cannot but
- think, that the Portion of the matter
: of the Seed thatis in each of the Grains

(not to reckon what may be contained

* inthe Roots, Stalk,and Chaff, ) muft be

H

[ RN

- very {mall, |
" Twill
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Text jultifies the fuppofition of aPla-
ftick Power in fome part of the matter
of a deceafed Body 5 whereby, being

.
ug
B

I will not now confider, whether this * 5,0 otve no fmall countenance to out

(11)

* Caufe s yet I do not either abfolute-

divinely excited, it may be enabled to

take to its felf frethmatter, and fo fub-
due and fathion ir, as thence f{ufficiently

Comparifon {everal times employed by
St. paul, feems to favour (uch an Hypo-
tbeﬁ:,
be argued from confidering,that Leaven,

though at firft not differing from other -

Dough, is by a light change of Quali-

ties, that it acquires by time, enabled

to work upon and ferment a great pro-
ment a great Proportion of other
Dough. Nor yet will I here debate,
what may be faid in favour of this
Conjetture from thofe Chymical Expe-
riments , by which Kircherus , Querce-
tanws and others, are affirmed to have
a gentle heat been able to repro-

duce in well-clofed Vials the perfeét:

Idea’s of Plants deftroyed by the fire :

ly need it, or perhaps fully acquiefcé
in all the Circumftances and Inferences
that feem to belong to it, But one thing
there is, that Imuft not leave unmen.

“tion’d in this place 5 becaufe I received

-~ torepair or augment itfelf5 thoughthe . ;. "G50 after the Tryal was made, from

- two eminent Perfons of my Acquaint-

Nor will I examine, what may -

ance, Men of great Veracity as well as
Judgment 5 whereof onemade the Ex-

- periment, and the other faw it made in
. his own Garden , where the Tryer of

“the Experiment, (for he was fo mo-

deft, that he would not confefs himfelf
to be the Author of it,) took fome

- Afhes of aPlant juft like our Englith

red Poppy, and having fow’d thefe Al,
califate Afhes in my Friends Garden,

- they did, fooner than was expected,pro-

I will not, I{ay, in this place enter upon

a Difquifition of any of thefe things,

may

duce certain Plants larger and fairer
than any of that kind that had been
{een in thofe parts. Which feems to
argue, that in the faline and earthy, . e,
the fix’d Particles of a Vegetable, that
has been diffipated and deftroyed by

- the violence of the fire, there may re-

both becaufe I want time to go thorow - myin a Plaftick Power inabling them to

with it; and becaufe,thoughthe Reful* conerive difpofed Matter,fo as to repro-

citation, fuppofing the matter of Fact, .

duce fuch aBody as was formerly de-
ftroy-
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ftroyed, " But to this Plaftick Power,

refiding inany portion of the deftroyed

Body itfelf, it will not perhaps be necef-
{ary to have recourfes fince an Exter-
nal and Omnipotent Agent can without
it perform all that I need contend for :

As I'think Imight gather from that o-

ther expreflion of Holy Scripeure, that
I meet with in the fecond Chapter of
Genefis, where *tis {(aid, That the Lord
God canfed a deep fleep to fall upon
Adam, and be flept s and ke took one of
kis Ribs , and clofed up the flefh inftead
thercof. And the Rib which the Lord
God ‘had taken from Man, made he 4
Woman , and brought her unto the Man,
Ver, 21, 22. For, fince it cannot be
pretended, that either/t‘gz whole orany
confiderable portion of Eve’s Body was
taken out of Adams, which was depri-
ved but of aRib : And fince it cannoe
be probably affirm’d, thac this Rib had
any Spermatick Faculty, both becaufe
the Text affigns the Formation of the

‘Woman to God, and becaufe the Semi- . . :
~ furnilb’d with Sinews, ( by
commixture of Male and Female, the | which I {uppofe it meant not only
' Nerves, but Veflels, Tendons, Ver.7, 5.
i Ligaments, &.) and Flefh ’

" coverd with skins; and laft of all 2

nal Principles in Animals. requires the

latter of which the Text fuppofes.not
to have been then made; Why may I
not conclude, That,if it pleafe God by

his § -

3y

" his immediate Opetation, to take a Por+

tion of the Matter of a Humane Body,

and addto it a far greater“qua'ntitfy,':f;gil.%’

ther of newly created, or of pregx~
iftent, Matter 5 thenew Body fo framed

" may,congruoufly enough to Scriptupe-

expreflions, be reputed to be made of" .
the former Body, And accordingly

" Adam { Ver, 23. ) gives the_,reafon
- why he called his Wife Z/b4, which our
- Tranflation renders, Woman 5 becaufe
" fhe was taken out of Ifh , which in our

Verfion is renderd, Man.

The other Text that I confider to my
prefent purpofe, is the myftical Refur-
refion defcrib’'d in Ezekiel's Vifion,
where all, thatremain of the dead. Men -
that were to rife up an Army of living

" Men, was a Valley full of dry Bones,

which being by the Divine Power ap-
proach’d to one another,and made to

" join together in a convehient .manner,

were afterwards by the {upernatural
Appofition of either newly created, or

extrinfecally fupplied,Matter, Ezck. 37.

vivifying




L i e N g

L (14) . (15)
vivifying {pirit was convey'd into them "that wander to and froin the Airs and
Ver.o. 1o, that made them ftand upon ¢he remaining parts, that are either li-
695 10, : their feet allvei,an cxceeding ‘quid or foft’ undergo {o great a cor-
great Army. Whence I gather, thae ruption and change, that ’tis not poffi-
“tis not unconfonant to the expreflions ple. (o many {catter’d parts thould be a-
of Scripture, to {ay, that a Portion of ‘gaiil brought together,and reunited af-
the Matter of a dead Body, being uni- ‘ter the fame manner wherein they exift-

- ted with a far greater Portion of Mat- ed in ahumane Body, whil'ft it was yet

ter furnifh’d from without by God him- 4live. And much more impceffible ’tis
felf, and completed into a Humane Bo- “to effe& this Reunion, ifthe Body have
dy, may be reputed the Jarze Man thae been, as it often happens, devoured by
was dead before, Which may appear ‘wild Beafts or Fifhes; fince in this cafe,
both by the tenor of the Vifion., and - though the f{catter’d Particles of _the
particularly from the expreflion fet - cadsver might be recover'd as Part!cles.\
downin the 10th verfe, where God cal- of Matter, yet having already paftinto
lingfor the eanlivening Spirit, names the the {ubftance of other Animals, they
completed,but not yet revived, Bodies, are quite tranfmuted,as being mform_ed
Thef¢ flain, as if he now counted them by the new form of the Beaft or Fifh
the fame,that had formerly been kil’d, thatdevoured them, and of which they
~ Thefe preliminary Confiderations be- now make a Subftantial part,
ing thus laid down, we may now pro- And yet far more impoffible will this
ceed to examine more clofely thofe *dif- Redintegration be, if we put the cafe,

ficulties, which are faid to demonftrate . that the dead Body be devoured by C4z-

the Impoffibility of the Refurrecfion s the - wibals 5 for then the fame lj’le(h. belong-
fubftance of which difficulties may-be . ing {ucceflively to two differing per-
compriz’d in this Objection, -~ 1 fons, ’tis impoffible that both fhould
When a man is once really dead, di- | have it reftored to them at onc’e,ortha;
vers of the parts of his Body will; ac- * any footfteps (hould remain of the Re-
cording to the courfe of Nature,fefolve } lation it had tothe firft Profefior,
themfelves into multitudes of fteams | ' In anfwer to this (indeed wcxght)tr))

that 5 '

. o SRR
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“Obje&tion, 1 h

Olfer,

4

ave feveral things to

And firft, Iconﬁdef, that a Humane -

Bodyis not as aStatue of Brafs or Mat-

ble, that may continue ; as to fenfe,

whole ages in a permanent ftate 5 but is

in a perpetual flux or changing conditi-
on, fince it grows in all its Parts, and :all -

its' Dimenfions, from a. Corpufculum, no
bigger than an Infe&, to the full ftature

of Mans which in many perfons, that
are tall and. fat , may amount to a vaft -

. bulk, which could not happen but by a

conftant appofition and affimilation of -

new Parts to the primitive ones of the
little Embryo; and fince Men, as other

Animals, grow but to a certain pitch,

and till acertainage (unlefs perhaps it
be the Crocodile, which fome affirm to
grow always till death,) and therefore
muft difcharge a great part of what
they eat and drink by infenfible tran(e

piration, which sanorins’s Statical Ex- -

periments, as well as mine, aflire me to

be fcarce credibly great, astoMen and
{fome other Animals,both hot and coldy
itwill follow, that in no very great -

compafs of time, a great part of the fub- : -

ftance of a Humane Body muft be chan-

ged: And yet 'tis confiderable, that the |

Bones

T T
plaC NS e

(i7) -
of a ftable and lafting Texture, a5 I
found not only by fome Chymical
Tryals, but by the Sculls and Bones
of men, whom Hiftory records to have
been kill'd an exeeding long time ago,
of which Note we may hereafter make
ule. -
wecondly, T confider, that there is
no determinate Bulk or Size that is
neceflary to make a humane Body pals
fot the fame, and that a very fmall
portion of Matter will fome times ferve
the turns as an Embryo, for inftance,
in the Womb, a new born Babe, a
Man at_his full ftature, and a decrepit
Man of perhaps an hundred yearsold,
notwithftanding the vaft ditference of
their fizes, are ftill reputed to be the
fame perfon; asis evident by the cuftom
of Crowning Kings and Emperors in
the Mothers belly,and by putting Mur-
derers & ¢ to death in their old age
for Crimes committed in their youth;
and if a very tall and unweildy fat Man
fhould, as it fometimes happens, be
reduced by a Confumption to a Sce-
leton, as they fpeak, yet none would
deny, that this wafted Man were the
fame with him that had once (o enot-
moufly big a Body. :
C Icon-
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I confider alfo, that a Body may ei-

ther confilt of, or abound with, fuch

‘Corpulcles, as may be varioufly affoci-

ated with thofe of other Bodies , and’

exceedingly di(guifed with thofe Mix-
tures,and yet retain their own Nature 5
of this we have divers inftances in Me=
talline Bodies : Thus Gold, for exam-
ple, when diffolved in Aqua Regis , paf-
fes for a Liquor, and when dexterouf-
ly coagulated, it appears a Salt or Vi,
triol: Byanother operation,Thavetas
ken pleafure to make it part of the Fu-
elof a Flame: Being dexteroufly con-
jotned to another Mineral, it may be re-
duced to Glafs : Being well precipita-
ted with Mercury, it makes a glorious
tranfparent Powder : Being precipita-
ted with Spirit of Urine, or Oyl of Tar-
tar per deliguinm, it makes a fulminating

Calx that goes off very eafily, yetisfar

ftronger than Gun.powder : Being pre-
cipitated with a certain other Alkali,
the Fire turns it to a fixt and purple
Calx, And yetin {pight of all thefe
and divers other difguifes, the Gold re-
tains its Nature; as may be evinced by

Chymical operations, e{pecially by Re- -+

duttions, 2tercuryalfo is a greater Pro-
tews than Gold , fometimes putting on’

L
e
t
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(19) -
the form of a Vapor; fometimes ap--
pearing in that of an almoft infipid wa-
ter 5 fometimes afluming in that condi-
tion the form of a red Pouder; fome-
times that of a white one,and of a yel-
low one,or of a ChryftallineSalt, of a
Malleable Metal 5 of what not? And
yet all thefe are various drefles of the
fame Quickfilver, which a skilful Artift
may eafily makeit put off,and re-appear
i itsnative (hape, :

And though it be true, that inftances
of the permanence of Corpufcles; that
pafsunder fucceflive difguifes , may be
much eafier found among Metals and
Minerals,than Vegetables and Animals;
yet there are fome to be met with a-
mong thefe: For,not to mention Hippo-
¢rates his affirmation about purging a
Child with the Milk of an Animal that
had taken Elaterinm, (if Imifremember
not the Drugg.) not to mention this, {
fay 5 Iremember, that when! once pal-
fed a Spring in Savoy, I obferved , that
all the Butter that was made in fome
places, tafted {o rank of a certain weed,
that at that time of the year abounds
there in the Fields,that it made fran-
gers much naufeate the Butter, which

otherwife was very good, If it be con-
C:2 fider’d
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fider’d,how many.if I mayfo call them,

.Elaborate Alterations the rank Corpuf-

clesof this weed muflt have undergone -

1n the various digeftions of the Cows
Stomach, Heart, Breafts, &-c. and that

afterward two Separations at leaft were . .

fuperadded , the one of the Cream
fromtherelt of the Milk, and the other

of the un&tuous parts of the Cream .

fromthe Serum or Butter-milk 5 it wall
fcarce be deny’d, but that vegetable
Corpufcles may by aflociation pafs
through divers difguifes, without lofing
their Naturesefpecially confidering, that

the eflential Attributes of fuch Corpufe -

cles may remain undeftroyed , though
no fenfible quality furvive to make
proof of it5 asin our newly mention-
ed Example the offenfive Talte did. And
befides what we commonly obferve on
the Sea-coaft, of the Fifhy tafte of
thofe Sea-birds, that feed onely upon
Sea-fith,I have purpofely enquired of
an obferving Man that lived upon a
part of the Irifh Coaft, where the
Cuftom is to fatten their Hogs with a
Shell-fith, which that place very much
abounds with, about the tafte of their
Pork : To which he anfwered me, that
the Flefh had (o ftrong and rank a taﬂ?
o

|z

.. dure to eat it.
" in America, very well known to our

’_’”"(QI)
of the Fifh, that {trangers eould not en-
Thereis a certain fruit

Englith Planters, which many of them
call the Prickle-Peare; whofe very red
juyce being eaten with the pulp of the
frait, whereof itisa parr, doth o well
make its way through the divers ftrain-
ers and digeltions of . the Body, that it
makes the Urine red enough to per-
fuade thofe that are unacquainted with -
this property, that they pifs Blood 5 as I
have been feveral times affured by un-
fufpected Eye-witnefles, But more odd
is that which is related by aLearned
Man, that fpent (everal yearsupon the
Dutch and Englith Plantations in the
Charibe Iflands, who {peaking of a
Fruit, ( which I remember Ihave feen,
but had not the liberty to make tryal of
it, ) called Janipa,or Junipa, growing
in {everal of thofe Iflands, he tells us,
among other things, that ax temps, &c.
which is at the {eafon when this Fruie
falls from the Tree, the Hogs that feed
on it,have both their Flefh and Fat of
a violet colour, as Experience witnef-
feth, (which colour is the fame that
the juyce &yesg) and the like happens
to the Flefh of Parrots and other Birds
C 3 “that
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that feed upon it. [ fhall byand by
give you an 1aftance of a Vegetable
{ubftance, which, though torn in pieces
by very corrofive Liquors, and fo dif-

guifed as to leave no fufpition of what

it was, does thereby not only nat lofe its
Nature, but is in an immediate capacity
of re-appearing cloathed even with the
fenfible qualities of it, as colour, tafte
and {mell, .
Having thus (hewn, that the Par-
ticles of a Body may retain their Na-
turc under various difguifes, I now pro-
ceed to add, that they maybe ftript of
thofe difguifes, or, to {peak without a
Metaphor, be extricated from thofe
Compofitions wherein they are difgui-
{ed, and that fometimes by (uch ways ag
thofe that are ftrangers to the.picer
operations of Nature, would never
have thought upon, nor will not per-
haps judge probable when propos’d,
"T1s not unknown to expert Chymifts,
that , in defpight of all the various
fhapes, which that Protews, Mer cury, may
be made toappear in,as of aChriftalline
Sublimate, a red Precipitate, a yellow
Turbith,a Vapor, a clear Water, a Cin-
naber,&c5 a skilful method of Redu-
&ion will quickly free it from all that
o made

e

(23) . o
made it impofe upon our fenfes ; and
reappearin the form of plain running
Mercury.  And though Vitrification be
looked upon by Chymifts as the ulti-
mate action of the Fire, and powerful-
left way of making infeparable conjun-
¢ions of Bodiess yet even outof glafs
of Lead, for inftance, (made of Sand,
and the afhes of aMetal, ) though the
Tran{mutation {eerus (o great, that the
dark and flexible Metal 1sturned into a
very tranfparent and brittle mafs; yet
even from this have we recover'd opa-
cous and malleable Lead. And though
there be feveral ways , befides Precipi-
tations , of divarcing {ubltances rhat
feem very ftrictly, if not unfeparably,
united 5 (which though I may perhaps
have practifed,itisnot now convenient
I fhou'!d difcourfe of;)yet by Precipita-
tion alone, if a Man have the skill to
choofe proper Precipitants, feveral Se-

arations may not only be made, butbe
eafily and throughly made that every
one would not think of: For, *tis not
neceffary, that in all Precipitations, as
is obferved in moft of the vulgar ones,
the precipitant Body fhould indeed
‘make a Separation of the diffolved Bo-
dy from the mafs or bulk of that Liquor
o C 4 or
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- orother Adjuntt, whereto *twas before

. united, but {hould not be able to pef-
form this without aflociating its own
Corpufcles with thofe.of the Body it
fhould refcue, and fo make in fome fenfe
a new and farther Compofition.  Fory
that fome Badies may precipitate others
without uniting themfelves with them,
15 eaflily proved by the Experiment
of Refiners, feparating Silver from
Coppers for, the Mixture being difs
folved in 4yua Fortis,if the Solution bé
afterward diluted by adding fifteen or
twenty times as much common water,
and you put into this Liquor a Copper-
plate, you fhall quickly fee the Silver
begin to adhere to the Plate,not in the
fqrm of a Calx,as whenGold is preci-
pitated to make durun: fulminans | o
Tin-glaf(s to makea fine white Powder
for a Fucass botin the form of a (hi.
ning Metalline {fubfiance that needs no
farther reduction to be employed a5
gaod Silver. "And by a proper Precipi-
tant, [ remember, Thave alfo in a trice

(perhaps in a minute of an hour redu-

ced a pretty quantity of well difguifed
Mercury into running Quickfilver. And
if one can well appropriate the Preci-
pitants to the Bodies they are to reco-

(25) |
r,very flight and unpromifing Agents
“may perform great matters in a (hort

Mtimes as you may guefs by the Experi-

ent I lately promifed you: Which is
is, that, if you take a piece of Cam-
phire, and let 1t lie awhile upon Oy} of
jtriol, (haking them now and then, it
iwill be fo corroded by the Oyl, as to-
“rally to difappear therein without re-
 taining {o much as its {mell, or any ma-
_'nifeft quality. whereby one may fufpeck
“'there is Camphire in that Mixture 5 and
“{yet, that a Vegetable fubftance, thus
H{wallowed up,and changed by one of
. the moft fretting and deftroying fub-
“ ftances that is yet knowa in the world,
. fhouldnot only retain the effential qua-
~ lities of its Nature, but be reftorable to
- its obvious and f(enfible ones, in a mi-
" nute, and that by fo unpromifing a #zc-
~ dium as common water, you will readi--
+ ly grant, if you pour the diflolved
" Camphire into a large proportion of
< that Liquor, to whofe upper parts it
.. will immediately emerge white, brittle,
- ftrong-[cented , and inflameable Cam-
l phire;asbefore.” .
.+ One main Qonfideration Imuft add
i to the foregoing ones, namely, that
.- Body and Body being but a parcel ;
BT T an
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chanically different; either parcel may}

T (27)

put on , till it come to the gnd'of its
8l courfe or feriesof changess if, Ifay,we

fucceflively put on forms ina way offlfuppofe this,and withal,that this intelli-

Circulation, if I'may o fpeak, till it re.;
turn to the form whence the reckonin
was begun, having only ies Mechanieal
affeGtions alterd, :

That all Bodies agree in one com-

22 o

A
I

foent Agent lay hold of this.portion ,og
IMatter cloath’d in its ultimate form,an !
extriéating it from apy-cthe._r PafF€19»1 3

! Matter wherewith it may be mingled,

i
3

¢make it exchange its laft!Mechanical

ol . . . h
mon Matter, the Schools themfelvest: Affections for thofe which it had when

524

teach, making what they call the Mate-gﬁ
722 Prima to be the common Bafis of

them all, and their {pecifick differences
to {pring from their particular forms ;|

confifts either alone in its Extenfion,or

will follow, that the differences; which

make the varieties of Bodids ‘we fee, i

muft not proceed from the Nature of .,
Matter, of which as fuch we have bur }
one uniform Conception 5 but from cer-
taio Attributes, fuch as Motion, Size, |3
Pofition, &c. that we are wont to call
Mechanical Affections. To this twill 4
be congruous,that a determinate porti-
on of Matter being given, if we fup-
pofe that an intelligent- and otherwife '
duly qualified Agent do wateh this por-
tion of Matter in its whole progrefs, |,
through the various forms it is made to

put

3
bt
ST

1 hits in
the Agent firft began to watchits;
}Ezh cgafe, I fay, thisportion of Matter,

how many changes and difguifes foever

it may have undergone in the mean
And fince the true Notion of Body:. :
y?':i and if it were before part of ancther
inthat, and [mpenetrability together. it

time, will return to be what it was3

be reproduced, it will become
?;?p?l’)ltg of haSing' the fame Relation to
jt that formerly it had.

To cxplain mv meaning by a grofs

ample ; fuppofe,a Man cut a large
g)l{obep orSphere of f{oft Wax mftv;zlo
équal Parts or Hcmifphe.res, and of the
one make Cones, _Cylxpdersj Rings,
Screws, ¢c. and kneading the other

with Dough, make an appearince of

_ . SPPEETTE
Pie-cruft, Cakes, Vermicclii s ;ni
Italians call Palte fqueezed :;,_rri_u% .

serforated Plate into ¢che form cf irtle
; Biskets . &ve. ‘tis
Worms, ) Wafers, Bisie O u
?lain, that a Man may by diflolu or,
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and other ways, feparate the Wax from

the Dough or Palte, and reduce it ina §
Mould to the felf-fame Hemilphere of §
Waxit was before, and {o he may de- §
ftroyall that madethe other part of the B
Wax pafs for feveral Bodies, as Cones, @

or Cylinders, or Rings, &, and may

reduce it in 2 Mould to one diftin¢t Se-

Cor . . : 3 1 who
mi-globe, fit to be reconjoined to the fi and immediate operation of God,

other, and fo to recompofe fuch a E: has declar’d, that before the very laft

Dphere oF v as they con&ltut;\egabf; ‘ Jfore,whenIlatelymentioned fome Chy-
give you anExample to the fame pur- |

pole in a cafe that feems much more dif- [ their_ various difguifes, I was far from

fore the Bife&tion was made,

ficult s if you look upon Precipitate ,
carefully made per (c,you would think,

‘that Art has made a Body extreamly

different from the common Mercurys

this being confiltent like a Powder,very

red in colour, and purgative , and for
the moft part vomitive in operation,
though you give but four or five grains
of it,and yet if you but prefs this Pou-

der with a due heat, by putting the

component Particles into a new and fit
motion, you may reunite them together
fo as to re-obtain or re-produce the
famerunning AMercury you had , before
the Precipitate per f¢ was made of it,

Here

(29) _‘

Here I muft beg your leave to recom-
mend more fully to your thoughts, thac
which {oon after the beginning of this
Difcourfe, I did but (purpofely) touch
upon, and invite you to confider with
me, that the Chriftian Doftrine doth
not afcribe the Refurreéion to Nature,or
any created Agent, but to the peculiar

judgment,he will raifethe dead. Where-
mical ways of recovering Bodies from

any defire it fhould be imagined , that
fuch ways were the only or the beft
that can poffibly be employed to fuch
anend. For,as the generality of Men,
without excepting Philofophers them-
felves, would not have bf_flleved or
thought, that, by eafic Chymical ways,
Bodies that are reputed to have pafs'd
into a quite other nature, fhould bere-
duc'd or reftor’d to their former condi-

" tion 3 fo, till Chymiftryand other parts

of true Natural Philofophy be more

‘throughly underftood and farther pro-

moted, 'tis probable, that we can fcarce
now imagine , what Expedients to re-

produce Bodies a further difcovery of
the
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the Myfteries of Art and Nature, may
lead us Mortalsto, And much lefs can

our dim and narrow knowledge deter- |

mine, what means, even Phyfical ones,
the moft wife Author of Nature, and

able to employ to bring the Refurreition
to pafs, fince ’tis a part of the imper-

fection of inferior Natures to have but | P
' ! and omniftients That he can do all,

an imperfet apprehenfion of the pow-
ers of one that is incomparably fuperior
to them. Andevenamongus, a Child,
though indowed with a reafonable

Soul, cannot conceive, how a Geometri-
cian can meafure inacceflible heights )

and diftances, and much lefs how a Cof-
mographer can ,determine the whole
compafs of the Earth and Sea, or an
Aftronomer inveftigate how far ’tis
from hence to the Moon, and tell many
years before, what day and hour,and to
what degree, {he will be eclipfed. And
indeed in the fndies, not only Children,
but rational illiterate Men, could not
perceive, how ’twas poflible for the Ex-
ropeans to converfe with one another by
the help of a piece of Paper, at an
hundred Miles diftance, and in a Mo-
ment produce Thunder and Lightning
and kill Men a great way off, as

’ they

' contrive fome
| Matter of it into the Bodies of the firlt
Man and Woman. - -And that his pow-=
b cr extends to the Re-union of a Soul
| and Body that have been feparated by

- (30)
they faw Gunners and Mufqueteers dg,
and much lefs foretell an Ecliple of the
Moon, as Columbus did to his great ad-

| vantage s which things made the Ind:-

ans, éven the chiefeft of them,look up-

abfolute Governor of the World is B o0 the Spaniards as. perfons of a more

than hwmane Nature, Now among
thofe that have a true Notion of a Dei-
ty, which is a Being both omnipotent

and more than all, chat is poffible to be
performed by any way of difpofing of
Matter and Motion, s a Truth,that will
be readily acknowledged, fince he was
able at firft to produce the world, and
part of the univerfal

Death, we may learn from the Experi-

d mentsGod has been pleafed to give ofit
! both in the Old Teftament and the
I New, efpecially in the raifing again to
¥ life Lazaras and Chrift 5 of the latter of
ll which particularly we have Proofs co-.
L gent enough to fatisfie any unprejudi-
i ced Perfon, that defires but cotnpetent
b Argumentsto convince him, Andthat
t the miraculous Power of -God will be, -

as



. fing up the Dead, and may fuffice if ply what has been deliverdinthe whole

T

as well as his Veracity is,engaged inraif#

be fo, we may not difficultly gathep:
from that excellent Admonition of ouff
Saviour to the Sadduces, where he tellg.
them, (asTelfewherenoted ) that thgs

two Caufes of their Errotsare, their nof
knowing the Scriptures wherein Godl
hath declared he will taife the Dead§:
nor the Power of God,by whichhe is ablg;:
to effet it. But the engagement of Godg:
Omnipotence is alfo in that place clearlyg.
intimated by St. Paul,4¢%,26.8.where hegy
asks King Agrippa and his other Audi:
tors, why they fhould think it a thingf:
not to be believed (4w ,) that GO DE,
fhould raife the Dead. And the fame&y
Truth is yet more fully expre(t by the'”
fame Apoftle, where {peaking of Chrift"

returning in the Glory and Power of-

his Father to judge all Mankind, after "
he has faid, that this divine Judge fhall.
transform or transfigure (wlagpuclilnr ).
onr vile Bodies ({peaking of his own,
and thofe of other Saints, ) tof{ubjoin'
the Account on which thisfhallbedone,.
he adds , that “twill be according to the
powerful working (ivisyew ) whereby beis'
able ‘even to fubdne all things to bim- -

elf, Phil. 3. 31, .
ff And

(33)

And now ’‘twill be feafonable to ap-

paft Difcourfe to our prefent purpofe,
Since then a Humane Body 1s not (o
confin’'d to a determinate Bulk, but that

the fame Soul being united to a portion
' of duly organized Matter, is faid to con-

ftitute the fame Man , notwithftanding
the valt differences of bignefs that there
may be at {everal times between the
portions of Matter whereto the Humane

 Soul is united ¢

Since a confiderable part of the Hu-
mane Body confilts of Boneswhich are
Bodies of a very determinate Nature,
and not apt to be deftroyed by the ope-
ration either of Earch or Fire: .

Since of the lefs (table,and efpecially
the fluid parts of a Humane Body there
is a far greater expence made by infen-
fible Tran(piration than even Philofo-

+ phers would imagine :

sinee the {mall Particles of a refol-

~ ved Body may retain their own Nature

under various alterations and difguifes,
of which tis poffible they may be after-
wards ftript:

Since, without making a Humane Bo-
dy ceafe to be the {ame, it may be repai-

- red and augmented by the adaptation of

D congru-
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congiuoufly difpofed Matter to that
which pre-exifted in it: '
since, 1 {ay, thefe things are fo, why
thould it be impoflible, that a moft in-

telligent Agent,whofeOmnipotency ex-

tends to all that is not truly contradi-
&ory to the nature of things,or to his
own , fhould be able fo to order and
watch the Particles of a Humane Body,
asthat partly of thofe thatremainin the
Bones , and partly of thofe that copi-
oufly flie away by infenfible Tran{pira-
tion, and partly of thofe that are other-
wife difpofed of upon their refolution,
a competent number may be preferved
or retrieveds fo that ftripping them of
their difguifes, or extricating them from
other parts of Matter, to which they
may happer tobe conjoined, he may re--
need be, with particles of Matter fit to
be contexed with them, and thereby re-
ftore or reproduce a Body, which, being
united with the former Soul, may, in a
fenfe confonant to the expreflions of
Scripture, recompofle the fame Man,
whofe Soul and Body werte formerly
disjoined by Death,
What has been - hitherto difcours'd,
fuppofes the Dotrine of the Refurreddi-
- on

rd

unite them betwixt themfelves, and, if f

(35)

onto be taken in a more {trict and lite-
ral fenfe , becaufe T would fhew, that
even according to that, the difficulties
of an{weringwhatis mentioned againft
the poflibility of it are not infupera-
ble; though lamnot ignorant, that it
would much facilitate the defence and
explication of fo abftrufe a thing, if
their opinion be admitted, that allow
them{vives a greater latitude 1n €x-
pounding the Article of the Refurretti-
on, as if the fubftance of it were: That,
in regard the Humane Soub 1s the form
of Man, {o that whatever duly organi-
zed portion of Matter tis united to, 1t
therewitli conftitutes the fameMan, the
import of the Refurreliion 1s fulfilled in
this, that after Death there {hall be an-
other ftate, wherein the Soul {hall no
longer perlevere in its {eparate condi-
tion, or, as 1t were, widowhood , but
fhall be again united not to an etherial
orthe like fluid Matter, but to {fuch a
(ubftance as may, with tolerable propri-
ety of {peech, notwithftanding its dif-
ferences from our koufes of
(Clay (as the Scripture {peaks)
‘be call’d a Humane Body.
They that affent to what has been
hicherto difcours'd of the Poffibility of
| | D2 the

Job 4. 19.
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the Refurretion of the fame Bodies,will,
I prefume, be much more eafi y induc'd
to admit the Poffibility of the Qualifi-

“cations the Chriftian Religion afcribes
to the glorified Bodies of the raifed
Saints, For, fuppofing the Truth of the
Hiftory of the Scriptures, we may ob-
ferve, that the Power of God hasalrea-
dy extended itfelf to the performance
of fuch things as import as much as we
need infer, fometimes by fufpending the
natural atings of Bodies upon one an-
other, and fometimes by endowing hu-
mane and other Bodies with preterna-
tural Qualities. And indeed Lightnefs,
or rather Agility,indifferent to Gravity
and Levity, : Incorruption, Tranfparen-
cy and Opacity, Figure, Colour, &-c.
being but Mechanical affections of Mat-
ter,it cannot be incredible,that the moft
freeand powerful Author of thofe Laws
of Nature, according towhich all the
Phenomena of Qualities are regulated,
may ( as he thinks fit ) introduce, efta-
blith, or change them in any affign’d

portion of Matter,and confequently in
that whereof a Humane Body confifts.

Thus, though Iron be a Body above

eight times heavier, bulk for bulk, than

Water,yet,in the cafe of Elifha’s helve,

o ” ity
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1t native Gravity was render'd ineffe-

Gual,and it emerg’d fromthe bottom to

“the top of the water: And the gravita-

cion of St, Peters Body was {ufpended,
whil(t hisMalter commanded him, and
by that command enabled him, to come
¢ohim walking on the Sea, Thus the
Operation of the aCtivelt Body in Na-
ture, Flame, was fulpended in Nebuchad-
azar's fiery Furnace, whllt Danzels
¢hree Companions walked unharm’d in
thofe Flames, that ina trice confum’d
the kindlers of them. Thusdid thel-
vaclites Manna, which was of {o perifh-
able a Nature, that it would corrupt-in
little above a day,when garherd inany
day of the Week but that which prece:
ded the Sabbath, keepgood twice as
long, and whealaid up before the Ark
for a Memorial, would laft whole Ages
uncorrupted. Andto adda Proof, that
comes more diretly home to cur put=
pofe, the Body of our Saviour after his
RefurreGion, though it retained the
very impreffions, that the Nails of the
Crofs had made in his hands and feet,
and the wound, that the Spear had made
in his fide, and was {till call’d in the Scri-
pture his Body, s indeed it was, and
more fo, than , according to our paft
I D3 difcourle,

£
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difcourfe, it is neceffary that every Bo-
dy (hould be that is rejoin’d to the Soul
in the Refurrection : And yet this glo-

rified Body had the fame Qualifications, -

that are promifed to the Saints in their

ftate of Glory; St. Panl informing us,

that onr vile Bodies fball be transform'd
into the likenefs of his glorions Body ,
which the Hiftory of the Gofpel affures
us was endow'd with far nobler Quali-
ties than before its Death. And whereas
the Apoftle adds,as we formerly noted,
that this great change of Schematifmin
the Saints Bodies will be effected by the
irveliftible Power of Chrift, we hall not
much {cruple at theadmiffion of fuchan
effect from fuch anAgent,if we confider
how much the bure {light Mechanical
alteration of the Texture of a Bod
may changeits fenfible Qualiries for the
better, For without any vifible addita-
ment, I havefeveral times chang’d dark
and opacous Lead into finely colouy’d
tranfparent and {pecifically lighter glafs.
And there is another inftance, which,
thoughbecaufe ofits obvioufnefs'tis lefs
heeded, is yet more confiderable: For
who will diftruft, what advantageous
changes fuch an Agent as God can
work by changing the Texture of a por-
‘ ' tion
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tion of Matter, if he but obferVe,wha"t | .

spens meerly upon the account of
lﬁ?fhpa Mechan};calpch,ange in the light=
ing of a Candle that is newly blown
out by the applying another to the af-
cending fmoke. For in the twinkling
of an Eye, an opacous, dark, languid an
tinking {mole lofes all its ftink, and is
changed into a moft active. penctrant

and fhining Body.
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