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R Eapectlon };/bould /bm;nbat
8 IR wonder, that dfter baving

Y [XA
}E‘Q ) ?é: for abaue Eleven jearsbeen

o careful to-keep this. pllow-
ing Letter from the Publick View, and
A tbat t00 " notwithfiending the- Soblici=
 tation: (ot tqfay Iporsunity ) of
divers Hlluftrions” Perfons, and.-even
- Tour. Commands, to Releafe it from its
Corzﬁnemerzt I fould now at length
| givewaytoits Paffing Abroad into t/Je
- A 2 World,




The Epiftle Dediéatory.

World, and its making You a Publick.
and Solemn Addrefs. Wherefore judg- |

ing my felf oblig'd to give You an Ac-
count of a Paper, for which Tou bave

been long pleas'd fo Highly and fo Obli- 7}
ginglyto concern:Tour felf, I muft, to

remove Your Wonder, inform You, That
L am Reduc'd to this Publication in my

own Defence. Forgwhilft Iwas far from &

Dreaming of permitting this Epiftle
to pafs out of my Clofet, it bappin'd,
that a broken Copy-of it did ( by Iknow
sot what Misfortune for me_) fall into
the bands of a Neceffitous perfon, who
would needs pegﬁeade bimfelf, that,
by Printing it, be might relieve fome
of bis. prefent Wants 5 and thereupon
proffer'd-to fell the Copy for a fum of
Mony. ‘Butmy good Fortune leading
himt to a Stationer, to whom my name
was ot unknown ., be, very civilly,
fent me’ forthwith notice of the Pro-

o - " pofition
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The EpiftlesRedicatory.
pofition that was made” bim, and after
came himfelf to acquaint me , that the
Copy, about which he bad been treated
with , being but One of Two or
Zhree that were then abroad, fome or
other of them would, queflionlefs, foon
find the way tothe Prefs. Zhis unwel-
come Accident did little lefs Trouble
than Surprize me ; for, Befides that it
impos'd on me the Neceffity of a Publi-
cation Ihad [0 long Declin’d ; and Be-

[fides that Tknew, that Com-  som: Toai- -

pofures of a very différing g i
Nature being expeiled from Phictoply.
me , the appearing of This, inftead of
Them , would make this Unwelcom to
mony 5. though it had fewer Imper-

fe€tions ‘than it has : Befides thefe

things,  Ifay ) my Sight was then,
and is flill, (o impair'd by a diftemper
in my Eyes; and the Hours I could dif-

* pofe of were fopra-ingag’d to Philofo-

B 3 phical




‘The Epiftle Dedic¢atory.

phical Themes, that I conld not pro-
‘mifemy felf fo much as to Read it over
‘before its going to the Printer. But
confidering after all this, that the Copy

I bad by me was like to prove more

Full, and lefs Foulty, than any of

thofe that fome endeavourd to ob-
irude upon the World, Ithought it lefs
Inconvenient to venture mine own a-
broad than to run the bazard of a Sur-
reptitions Edition of a Diftourfe, that
could [0 ill bear the appearing with
any other Blemifbes than thofe it
broughkt with it into- the World from
myPen. -And therefore, having put it
into the bands of Perfons; whoft emi-
nent Abilities, the more Knowing part
of ‘the Nation bas long and juftly ad-
mird, and begg'd their Inpartial Opi-
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them entire Liberty

finding

ty “to-Aler or Ex-
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

ﬁﬂdiﬂgf{%b ‘baflily turning over-the.

Leaves) that their. Caftigations were |
onely enough to let e fee, that they:
bad beedfully read it.over 3 -and were.
accompanied)‘ with Encoumgemems:,\%
which care was taken'to keep mefrom
looking upor as meer CQ{ﬁPlemen{s. 2 I
let it goto the Prefs, without fo:rauch.

a5 ‘baving onte Perysdit, or beard it

read overs fincethe Statboner firft gave:
me the Advertifement 1 told ‘you of..

Which I made the lefs [cruple o do,

becaufe a* Criticks-whofe" i}’u_dg?n‘_eﬂt
and Piety I much reverencé, [erioufly-
endeavoured to perfuade me, thut I
onght no¥in Confeience to detline pub-
lijfing,» whit be '.mﬁple/gz[ed‘w tﬁmk
proper-to-Kividle or Cherifh the Fla?gtég z
of Divine* Loveé in'the" Breufis-of- the.
Readers. “Andmy Bafe it felf' AT AR
terwards: \Pyomife mé vhefe’ Ad‘vaﬂ; |
tdg@} ,.,)i."._-ybath '. ﬂothIbﬂaﬂdﬁlg '.:\?9;; .
T A 4 Books




| The Epiftle Dedicatory.
Books not- coming forth fooner . I
Should nit lofe the é&cyjkﬁf Y O‘I’lth
1 had when it was Written : nay, and
Zhat the Faulty paffages which ma
be mex with .in it, will perbaps ge'
charged upon thofe that fufferd them
to pafs Uncorreéted, when they had
fo abfolute @ Power to Expunge or
R.eﬁ)rm them.  Thefe, and the like Mo-.
tives, baving induc’d me to confent to
the Pyblication of the ﬁllowing Let-
tery d needed not deliberate long, 7o
whom I {hould addrefs it, For, fince
zbat Accomplifli d Lindamor, whom it
{o much Concern d, has left the World,
there isno Perfon in it ta whom this
Addrefs is any thing near (4 due, as
unto Tou, dear Sifter, It was at that
Delicions Leeze, where You are now
dbe M{/irej_;'_r, that this Letter was writ-
ten s and it was of You that Lharrow'd
phofe bours 1 fpent in writing it,
"Twas

| TheEpiftle Dedicatory.
§Twas 1o Tou that I fhew'd it almoft
ASheet by Sheet , before I'r efolv’d to
8end it away. - *Tis Tou that can beft
RExcufe the. Imperfeltions of it a
Uknowing not only the more Obuvious,but
§1he morePrivate Avocations and other
WDifaduantages , among which it was
Spenn’d. ’71% You that have ever [ince
\Sollicited me to divulge it , and bave
B given methe greateft Encouragements

| [ dfzﬁ), not "Z/b'b)’ thofe Sollicitations

which implyd Your Qwn_favourable
Opinion of it, but by pracuring me ( ?
| Concealing or Difgusfing my name (tie
3 unfufpeled Opinions of divers com-
1 petent Fudges. In a ward; this Addrefs
gbelou s upon (o many Scores to Tou
§ that I could not make it any where elfe,
§ without manifeftly Wronging Tou. I
know, Dear Sifter , that it is Not ufu-
) ol to Dedicate Books to fo near a Re-
{ lation ; and that it is ufualin Dedica-
{ tory Epifbles , both to Depreciate what

one




_The Epiftle Dedicatory;  § .The Epiftle Deditatory.
one bas Written, and'to Extol the Per.d into the Ark, Not 16 thefition, that
Jonthat one Writes too, efpecially ; itll Books ' of Dewotion have: ‘generally
be one of Your Sex and Quality.” Bulj the firange dnlunbappy Faté; of being.
Tou know too, that I never fwore Alle-§ Lefs Weiam to them that' Moft, than
giance to Cuftom, and therefore willg to 'fbem.tbat'-i,e]’;s,'rze‘ed them. As for the
not, I fisppofe, wonder to fee me as lit-§ Difeonrfe I prefent Tou, though My
tle Sollicitous to conform’to it on This§ opinion of it may be ghes'd at, by the
occafion as on Others. Inon Age,whenl{ Privacy to whith I bave fo long Con-
[fo few Perforis bave Merit enough, to firdit * Tet becaufé; as i Pby_%ck,— 1o
keep that from being Flattery, whichy bave a govd Opinion of the Medlcine,
fhould be but Praife , I am not at allt and the Doftor 5 [0 inBooks of Deve-
Ambitious of cafting myfelf upon the’) vion, (which aréakind of Phyfick for
unhappy Necelfthy, ojge;ftlzer Flattering, ; the Mind) “tobrve one of the Comko; .
or appearing Rude-3 “when by better | fure; or-of the Writer, both inclines%s
choofing the Objects of my Addreffes; T} to' look: after the Preferiptions, and
can, as Occafion requires, give Priifes . Advantages their " Operations's “For
without Untruth; or' forbenar them' this rjezgﬁ)h?Mailfaj nothing to Dz/l
without Incivility. Nor dare Fprefume.; parage v Difcohrfe, which 3 of a Na-
that a Lye ceafes ‘to be Ff:m'lt,' by} ‘ture o uin more at'tb‘e\?;;iizf Praghifed
being put intoa Dedicatory Epistle; 5 by the Readkys, than the being Par-
as Antiently the Hurtful Beafts Yorgor § don'd < aidfpall not dt ulk repine tofee
their Pernicions Nature; when brought § it find from the Publick os Fa'uou'ral:
| . o imte : e

-t




~ The Epiftle Dedicatory. iftle Dedt '
ble a Reception, as it has bz't/)g;to - The Eplf’tlc o B
" with in Clofets. And now, Dear .S‘z€ Jiure, s would make o Flauting 4.
Seer, though I know Yoy wiil 7ot : e; §elrefs, but a vely "Unﬁz‘itd()lé e
I doubt ; my other Readers will Zx fétiontoit. The Noture of 7 o
pectithat this Letter fhould, according]® P % e B iing
- to the Mode of Epistles D,edicdtozy{ tue, and Our Friendlbip, forbde

be Concluded with Commendations off ™ PEVEL0 celebrate You, otherwife than

Zou, and Complements to Tou. It be- by letting the World fee, that I dare,

ing almoft as much out "8 even in a Dedicatory Addrefs, with-
Juch AJ;&#}; to Omit ggigfiﬁ’iﬁ? out fear of difpleafing Tou, forbear to
astis to Believe the praifes given oz; Colcbrate You. Andif it be demand-
Juch Occafion. But , though I can " ed, Why then I refrain not likewile
, P reife Youwithout either Disbeliey- i; from writing to Tou a Dedication 2
ing my felf, or Fearing to be dishe- i 1 fball Anfower, Zhat Iam unwilling
lieved by any that knows You 5 yet, § ©° lofe- this. Opportunity of making a
befides that our Relation an’dyou; y Publick. Acknowledgment , that as I
Eriendbip, Wouldmakeﬁzcz 2 Wa ofr‘ bave the Homour to be Your Brother,
writing mz’sﬁecomz’ng me on All oc}c’ . i and Your Friend, Jo I have the 71{-
Sfeons 5 I know Your Piety and Your i fhice to think. it very much my Happi-

Modefly, would vecyliarly dif; : ﬂ nefs to befo: Efpecially, [ince Tou are
upon This #bg'et:b: r.{,,g{gl'}”m’; fi pleafed to affure me, That my Re-
2oentertain Yoy withi My 1ation to Tou bas rather been the Oc-

- fou with 1sof fuck @ ZXZ; i cafion than the Groundof a Friend- .

A/bz'p,

P




IhmEpﬂHchdiqatory. L P

b, shatodoit, whilf it enoms. ndb B30 5980888085592058

ta.. Profefs. oty Rlf without' Com .~ o o

plement, Oblige me to beyiwith all. the} .. - %" tfements td the Reader.

Sincerity that's Poffible,. = [ As they were Written fome Years

o N G . § fince, whtn fome Intelligént Perfons were
§ tohave zlight of the following Difcousfe. )

S

oo

X0\ K& might arife in the peruful of the
W) \SQN . ¢#faing Difcowr[e, the Reader of it
RATERD, 45 requefled to takenotice,
. Y. Thatthough Ignovance hath

_ ¥ been of late fo vinch in fifbion with too many of
LN o o Hour Toung Nobility, that [fome pafJages of the en-

. Your moft affe@tionate Hfuing Papers mayfeem unfit to bave beenwrit=
Bthhﬂ‘, and moft qten toa Yoapg lG'mf.It’m'an y yet the Perfon tI?e’.
faithful h‘umble Rwere addrds'd to, being bath a Tyaveller, a Line;

8 ouift, and 5 Schalar, rt was not improper to dif-
Servant, . gl p iy

. N 'i‘ . '_'5"."..'.\\ ,-; ’ . , o | - ; ;L\l ‘A oe-ue”t tho esc‘r” ,es whi"he,.
. My Dear Sifters. . - = .. . 4 fe Scrup b elf

A courfe with bim at the rate of fuppofing bim fo
Aqualip’d. . ..

| #4711, Thasthe enfutng Letter was ok written
T gsing‘le, being but the Laf of Diverss wherein
L3 B Loye ingeveralwas ConfefJed, Fuftifi'dy apd Ce-
% lebrateds wherein the Received way of Mpking
i Love was Explicated, Defended, and Oppofed 5

RosERT BoyLE, _
: S o wherein Conftancy and Incinflancy in Love mere
argued For and Againft § wherein Platopick
Love was Explicated, Celebrated, and Devided 3
I ‘wherein




Advertifements to the Reader,
whetein the- Csre of Love was. Pro ofed: 2
rofecuted 5 wherein ( to difpatch )the C ontnf
Verted Points concerning Love were difcours§
of, in a way fuited to the [everal Themes 3 and)
sbe HamourS and Frinciples of the fuppofed wi
ters. But all the Former Papers , ( writtenif
Complement to a faiv Lady Y though wery frig
from the Gusle of esthey Licentioufnefs or Pro A
phaneniefsy have beenby the Author judgedt '
little Sexions, either to appear Alone , or to At
companythe enfuing Di[fur]é,-bibmin be hafg
exprefled his Own Opinions, as inthe former hig
but_deduced thofe of Imaginary Perfons. "'
111, That the following Paper was to bave bees®
Attended by another whereinthe Propertses and’}
Duties of Seraphick Love were to bave beer’
Explicated and tnfifted ony but the Author , be:
fore be bad written that Other,accidentally meet-§
ing with a French Book, whereiny 13 gammn piv.
~ thoughwhat he bad already Dif-- in de Mo, di
courfed of weve not havdled , he Moulin.
fourd that muc.b. of what "bé had defigued to fet
donnwas Anticipated ; and the moft Pertinent ;
Confiderations i iutended Themes fuggested ]
weye skilfully difplaied alveady: be fear'd it K
anbt be injurious to bis Reader, andhimfelf, if
e fbould either turn aTranferiber of other’s No- ‘é
;t_am, or declinethe beft thoughts belonging to
bi5 Theme, that the Lefs Good ones might paf!
without fufpicion for bis Onn.

&

1V. 7hat

1 1V, Tba the erfuing Trifle having

B eing Refolved, by God’s affiftance,
| Olfequions enough to

% figned, and [ willing to be Redifid,

Advertifernents to the Reader. ‘
, been write
ten in Huffe, and by Snatches, amongst diffraéling
Avecations, and far from Literary Accommodats-
o, iS freely [ubmitted to the C esfure of Learned
and impartial Ternfers, efpecially Divines : who

§ are by the Author requeitedto belteve its miftaking

Pafjages, and Wnwary Expreffiors, (if it contain
any fach ) to have been altogether Unintentional,
aird [uch as they [ball never find it to be more than

B Oic Lalourto make him Difcern and Retrall s be

to conttnse f1sl1
all clearer Difcoveries of
Ertare Pofflum, Herette

-

be 6 on bis part fo Re-

]g be expels
to whafe Fudgments he Sube *
be intended nok to write &
Solemn and Regular Treatife, but a Private and
Eamiliar Epifile , they will pafs by fuch #naccu-
vétene[Jes a5 are wont to be Incident to Compoferes of
thss later Natuve. He prefunm'd he might fomestmes
ke Bold with the Vulgar Lews of Tenfes, treat=
ing of an Eternity that admits themnot. Hehop'dy
that the Freedom taken in fome of bis Expreffions
concerning  Love, and the wonited Objedls of ity
wouldhbe ’excus’d, by its being exaded by the De-
Gan be bad upon Lindamor, cati
{augb be bad n[;t ( which yet be a e cgéxc'::x%:mf
bas ) otherwife accomntedfor it, ovd Leess to M.
He intends not to adopt thefe (o0 Lady T. f.

"B often

Truth, to be ablete [ay 5
cus ele Nolo.  And 4

this Equity from thofe,
mits , Thaty confidering




: Advertifements to the Reader. :
of tets erroneows ) Traditions of the Vulgar whence he @
Jometimes draws Comparifons, that he mdy nos deny
himfelf the Liberty taken by she Generality of %
writers, (without excepting the Leayneder fort of g
them) who feruple not in Popular Compofures to 8
inake Similies and - Allufions grownded on Populay
Traditions and-Pérfuafions. As for thofe common §
Places , which:the Method of our Auther’s Dif-
tourfe allow’dkins wot to Decline, he hopes the Rea- §
dir i will Difcernby bis way of writing ,-that he §
Yoves to ufe them, not as Travellers, but as Hunters §
iafe he High-ways : For the Traveller, when be once &
gets into the Road, makes it bis bufinefs to Keep in B
it 3 whereas the Hunter, if be meets one lying in his &
. way, -is not fond of Staying in it, but nimbly Craoffes =

it, or Traverfes fomuch of it, asfts requifite to be
past through in the perfute of bis Game, And 3
tufly; if 1nfome fem Paf] ages of the following Let- i
187 (ofpeciallyabout the beginning of it) the Ex-
prélfions are lefs Grave axd Solemn than the De- §
figns the Author hopes, that even Theywill yet ap-
pear tolevably Seriows , for the Aerieft parts of 4
Letter, written by one Young Gentleman to another. :

SOME
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SOME

MOTIVES

To the Love of
GOD.

My Deareft Lindamor.

waceeg Am very much delighted
e‘ & to Ieam,yboth by the Voice
M kefad of Fame, and the Infor-
mation of much more
' credible Relators » that
Hermione's cold Ufage has cur’d you of
the Fever her fcorching eyes had given
you : And that when once you ound
your felf referved to thew , what won-
ders her Eyes were able to perform, you
feafonably refolv’d to become an la-
ftance of the power, rather of Reafon,
than of Love 3 and accordingly, did your
felf the richt to fruftrate the vain hopes,

your InfuTting Mitrefs cherifh’d to ma-
B 2 nifeft




Seraphick Love,
_ nifeftin you, That her Charms were ca-

pable to make your Flame prefevere,
when her Change had ‘made itas well §
cauflefs as hopelefs. I could with in- §
deed for your fake , that you owed your §

Curc more entirely to your Reafon, and
lefs to your Reientment; That the Ex-
traction of your Freedom may no ways
blemiih it.
factions are joys too Heavenly, to fall to
many mens {hares on Earth, I cannot

on thefe Tearms,defcrves I thould Con-
grawulate it.  For, the Freach fay truly,
that Les plus courtes Folies . font les me-
tllewres.  And Liberty being roo high a
Blefling to be diveitible .of that nature
by Circumftances 5 I (that feldom de-
plore him., who by lofing his Miftrefs
recovers Himfelf ) chink that Hermfone
has butintentionally, noteventually dif-
oblig’d you ; and hath made your flaiues
a better return , by rettonng you your
own Heart, thanthe could have done b
exchanging hers for it. Butthat whic
rot leaft endears tome your Recovery,
is, ThatTam ailur’d by Perfons, from
whom I dare Credit even fo welcome
News , that my endeavours prov'd fo
happy as to be conducive to it , and thgt
| the

Seraphick Love. /
the Confiderations I ventur'd to prefent
you, did at Jeaft-fo far contribute to your
Freedom , ~as to give you the Dcfire
and the Defignof regainingit, For, I
hope, Inced nottell you, that I feldom
ufe Endeavours, whofe Profperoufnefs

@ is morewelcome to me, than thofe, that
ys § afpireto ferve Lindamor.: And though
But fince unallay’d Satis- §

I cannot cver pay you any Great Scr-
vices in relation to my valtly Greater

3 Defires, yetl canfcarcedo you Little
but conclude, thar your Recovery, even ¢

ones in relation to the Deligae refulting
from the having done you any. Nor has

# the Joy which this fuccefs of my Dif-
4 courles brings me , being fparingly en-
i creas’d by my having ventur'd them

withmuch more Defire , than Expecta-
tion,of their Profpering 5 and lefs out of
any ftrong hope they” would fucceed
than out of an unwillingnefs to leave the

- means, Ithought leat improbable, un-
5t aifay’d : being invited to excite youto
%reate_r hopes, than I durft allow my

elf for you; by the Example of Gene-

4 rals, who ,  whatfoever - diftruftful
i thoughts they harbour in their breafts
& fuppole, that (before the Battel) to make
® their Souldiers -fight fuccefsfully , ’tisas
@ well conducive as requifite, by encoura=
d ging Orations,, o make them ¢hink m

B3




Seraphick Love.

(hall do fo. For , although I endea-
vour’d indeed to perfiiade you,that Rea- §
fon being born Soveraign of the Paffions, §
though her Lenity or Supinenefs dof

fometimes both occafion and permit§ 0
¥ Lindamor, that I

their Ufurpations ; She is feldom fo di- §
vefted of her Native Power, but that @
whenfoever fhe
what fhe hath left, fhe is able torefume &

willing you (hould believe, that to per-
fe& what your Refentment had begun,
was a Task fo eafie, that the Vitory was @

as much in your power , as the Refolu-
tion of attempting it 5 Yet,notwithftand- ig

ing allthis, Ifay, Iwas once half per- &
fuaded , that to undertake the Curing
of 2 Lover was the next Weaknefs to §
the being one. And , Lindamcr , . to
deal ingenioufly with you', your Reco- &

me very apprehenfive, thatyou arenot §
yet out of the danger of aRelapfe, and
that you have not half fo abfolutely a-
bandon’d your former Amorous Con- §
ftitution of mind, as the former Idol of
it. Iknow that froma petfon, who, for
one that. hath never yet been hurt by d
Capid, is accufed of ufing him flightingly §
and feverely enough, you will ex &lg -4
A eavours §

~ very hath circumftances jn it , thar make t for the produions of

Seraphick’ Love.

| deavours to preferve you from Relapfes,

by fuch difluafions from Love , as its
Votaries will fcarce youchfufe fo x.mld' a
Titleto, asthat of Invecives againtt it.
And I (hall Ingenuoufly acknowledge,
have been fomectimes

no very unready Satyrift on that Theme

pleafeth to imploy and with a Peb, relithing of the Liberty

I cheri(h’d in my, heart, endeavour'd to

“what (he hath loft : And though Iwas @ difabufe thofe {ervile Souls, that being

! born to Reafon, fo far degraded them-

felves, as to boaft folely anexcefs of Paf-
fion ; and had fuch low and narrow
Thoughts of Felicity and Mifery, asto
expeét either: from a Womans ufage.
All which I thought I might the freclier
do, becaufe having never known the in-

! felicities of Love, butin the {ufferings of

others, I.might probably {uppofe, that
my Declamgtion% againit it would pafs
my Reafen, not
my Revenge. - But, Lindamor, -though
the extravagancies of fome Mens folly,
have been fometimes too grea, to let me

d avoid laughing fomewhat Sasyrically at
| it yer Iamreally too litgle an-gnemy to

Love, unlefs exceflive o mif-placd, by
indiftin& and_ disfiguring Confiderati-
ons, to reprefent to you the Nobleft

! Ppaffion of the. Mind, as its’ ms {t hide-

B 4 ous




Selt.

. Seraphick Love, |
ous and - Fermidable Difeafe.

your Affe@ion, where you have once @
engaged your Faith ; For, it hath been {8
obferv’d, that Love doth feldom fuffer it @
felf to be confin’d by, other Matches 3

caufe to ‘be almoft . in Love before hand &
with thofe they Marry, prove fo Honeft ¢

others, than ContraGt my felf; yet dare

I not abfolutely condemn a condition of ¢
Life, as expedient to No man, withoue |
" which, even Paradife and Innocence :
were not fufficient to compleat the Hap-
pinefs of the Firft Man, Thus you fee,
Lindamor-that I do not promifcuoufly §

fovc,bu: en- f

Quarrel with all forts of
- » deavour

. him, and would think it

Serapbick Love,

R teavour onely to poifefs you with thgs
1. To Love,even with fome Paffionatc+ § Truth., That: 25 .anu%ndyu,s;{rinnqn% ;tsc
nefs, the Perfon you would Marry,is not @ Jews, chere were edoriferous Unguents;
only allowable” but Expedient, being
almoft neceflary to the Duty of fixing [8 r. themiclve
4 beftow upon their Friends 3
as a certdin pec oft
:f a pretious Oyntment, wplqh .(%pd: ha-
fl ving referv'deo be employ d,u_fl bx_gnz\?f
than thofe of its own riiaking. And few, g Setvice 3 with thaz,: t e‘nlz:le'raﬁ?sgd f
but they, thar are fo Wife as they fee & their Friends was Sriminal nd cti-
o Jewious : So there are regulated acgres
of Love, which ’tis not forbidden- to

as afterwards to be in Love -with none & harbor - for a Friend, a Miftrifs, or 2
elfe. Since therefore, the Marriage of
3 Wife ;nim (uppofﬁs at -lea{ll) las hxg}l: a¥
egree 01 Love, as heis capable to che- Cik A . _ -
rifh without forfeiting that I’)l‘ide ; Ican f§ everitis found, makes it belong, 4sun
{carce difallow the being moderately in |
Love without being injurious to Mar- [
- riage, which is a Relatior., that though }
I can with much lefs relu@ancy Permie :

| which it was qeither unufual _-ngg u-
g Jawful to annoipt themfelves with, or

but. there
uliar Compofition too,

X ! e it
Wife s but there is too a certain pecll

liat ﬂr;in, or (if I mayfocallit): gro—
ick Temperament of Love,which, where

D. -Avir-

alicnable, as juttly, unto GO her- Huf-

wous’ Wife may love both

& band’s Relations and her .own, and yet

wruly faid o -Love him ,.w_i,th,» er
Eveholrc IYIeart ; becanfg there s a certain
unrivall’d degree of. Klnd{xefs, and a pe-
culiar fort of Love, yvhxch conftitutes
true Conjugal aftettion, 'thg; {hel cgg;
fines to him, and-referves é:fxlmt:n };l't'o
harbour for any. other Perfon ¢ Soa Re-

ligions -Soul may obey the Co_mman:a

-
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of Lovifig' God entirely, though the 2/ te more perfett

low her Affeions other Objets ; prof§
vided, they be kept in adue Subordins;
tion to; and keﬁt from entring into Con.

tition with,t

e appropriated to Him3 and which re.§
fults chiefly from, an either altogether,§
or almeoft, unincreafable Elevation, and§
Vaftnefs of Affeétion; from an entircfl
Refignment to, and an abfolute Depen-§
denceonsthe Lov’d Patty ; from a reft-§
lefs Difquiet upon the’ leaft fenfe orfd
doubt of her Difpleafure s from agrea-
ter Concern in her Interefts, than ones 2

own; ‘from an Expeéation no lefs than

Felicity - or Wretchicdnefs from her g
Eriendthip or Indignation s or atleafta &

Petfiadednefs “that ‘nothing can be a

greater Happinefs than her Favour, or §

deferve the name of Happinefs withour

it. - For, -where ever a Paffion has thefe
Prope'rties, or any of them, confpicuous
m it  “ it cannot, but by being confecrated §
to God, avoid becoming injurious both #
. toHim andtoitfelf. The very Noble- §

nefs of' it éntitles Him to it : As.in fome
Kingdoms, (and particularly here in §
England’) though Veins of coorfer Me- §

tals may belong to the Owner of the
Soil they grow in, yet all the Mines }c])f
the

at Love, which ought toff flecting upon this

Seraphick Love.
Metals ( as 301;\14 and
il by the Law made Mines
Rlivcarl )a:cﬁelzng to-the King, to whom
the)i,r- value appropriates them. By 're-f
peculiar «I_\lzuonf c:o
| ' may be pleas’d, Lindamor,
ﬁ ﬁ?:fg;rezo}:lch ylndef}i‘nite I;l]xpri'g{ﬁgasizé .
eet with in the jollow
gi%c;::i%.m And this Love :I{havi:a ta-
ken the freedom to ftyle Sfmphf;k vgé
( not out of any affe€ation of Tum}i
Words or Titles, -but ) borrowing thc

name from (if the Romifh Divines be

ar(hals of the Heavenl Hott )
4 ,t}:)c?{%fb:obler Spirits of the (gl:l‘e&fﬁi
| Hierarchie , whofe Name m t ,
4 ouace to which it be-
%:nﬂs, exprefles them
to be of a Flam_m{%

B nature ; and wgo

M
ia

[
T

: The Name Seraphim, In He-
‘ brew, fpr'mos frbm_thc Root Sa-
vaph , which fignifics to burn or
flame : Whence , Namb. 21. 6.
thofe pernicious creatures, thac
our Ttanflators Englifh 5 Fiery
Segpents,are ftyled in thz Original,

Hannechafin has-{e evaphim.
*Ifa. 6.
3-

b

B imployment (mentio-
ned in the * Exan
gclical Pl'OPhet's) gl-h“]c'icnt_ly ‘points at

fterious Vifion :
the Divine Obje&t; to which the ﬂamgz C"

arm them, afpire agd tend.
tnl:zt-t‘lyinks, Lindamor 5 thar you ﬁtould
gnd it no faint Invitation to lt;.m ragg
Seraphick Love, thatyol mfl{)" lfav; itval
Advantage, by makingyour-i€iid

to
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ithout taking:dny more than neceflar

fotice of thc:i._xg former fond and'ﬁxagh?%
affions, reclaim them by.either match-
them, or at leaft ( in order thercune

+). engaging theirAddrefles to Perfons,

¥ hofe: Beauty or:Prerogatives may both
oitimate and confine theiraffections :

I0 - Seraphick..Love.,

to thefe glorious Spirits , to m
it ake |
g:ung‘nencsls 5 .and,the’Honor to btei
oed in 3 Service , - wher
pfb (uqh Illultrious éoncurtzrft? ﬁl l.
if you be of the mind fof that generoi »

Conquer'd World was both Th
: . - Thear
:)nl_d Ttophie) who refus’d to Run at thﬁ o1 (hall now . endeavour to preventthe
y&‘?‘c» Games , becanfe there wereffuture Gaddings of your Love to Ob-
?o 2qg;hs to run with him. Bue [ects . that_cannot deferve fo tranfcen-
‘_car, sndamor, I havea little digrefs’d ;[jlent and difinteréft g one , as I have ob-
ince I might have told you. in fewe ferv'd yous to have beens by. preferring
wards,that it is not my defign in this Pa.fpnd engaging it to the True Obje& that
pet to declame againft Love in genieral , @f affion was %om_‘to ,- the Nobleft it can
or ‘make, a folemn Harangue “of the gpipireto , and she moft Satisfying it can

Ficklenefs of VWomen ; and that there- fEnjoy-  Yess Lindamor, as it hashither-
o been my not-unprofperous Task to

fore , as when young Gallanes (fuch as §
' -hood your Soul , Ithall now make

youl, Lindamor ) ate {ubje@ to calt away §
| :‘l;lgn- Lovc.. upen unfit Obje&s , theg: it my bufinefs to (hew her Game to fly
h_cltiﬁg Friends, (fenfible of the truth of fat- I {ee that Love in Lindamor is too .
. the Iralian Comick’s Obfervation, thar  [§iNoble: and Predominant an Affection
| - B 1o be cither Eafie or Fit to be deftroy’d.

L .
Onefta contrs® amore Rt will therefore be my defign,not to
Etrappo frale fchermo S Supprefs your flame, but to Addrefs it

81 wiih’d it withdrawn from Hermsone ,
R ot to Annihilate it , butto Transfigure
dit. I would not have a Paffion which
8 wanted nothing, but a due Object , to be

. In grousnetto cuore,

Iz youthfyl Hearts bave Vertues

Wont to prove A :
- But o weak [bield againft the || Seraphick Love 3 like Vulgar men,
darts of Love) =~ | fwallow’d up by Death, the common

without fate ¢
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Seit, 2.

Numb. c.

2t v:59- the fiery Serfents gave. - For, fince tf

Seraphick Love. | 13

-Seraphick . Love, . ‘
fate  ‘But be ennobled by a deftiny if-ovarable Obje@,. where' Atteation: and

that of Emuck and Elias , who, havi
ceas’d to converfe with Mortals,
not, but were Tranflated into Heaven,

What has been faid already , Lindf

ill mutually excite:and che-
Bith each other?: VWhence the zealouf-

beft and perfe&e_ﬁ, Lovers of . God are
the: glortous Angels, of whom oyr Sa-

mor, hath; it feems, fufficdto -reGifviour fays, thae in Heaven ghej_halfavazs iv:tdn 18.
your Love ;. by Difabufing i, and thewll child the face of bis.. Father whic 1{1 tf??

ing you, how unfitly it was plac'd onifl Heaven 3 and shofe bleffed Saints, whole

former Obje@s.  Your proficiency fl imployment, and whofe ha plne,fs,ls,”m ‘
That, invites me to proceed with you iisthe: Revelaison, expreft to be,, 70 fo 0P Rev. 1440
anew Leflon, and ( mindful of that trff the  Lamb - whitberfeever be goes..: Al?

Saying of an Eminent Father, Nemod§ thofe unblemifh’d Petfons aré 4n that

' lace recorded to- have kept themfelves

liguem:amat, quem nonvult effe meliorenq pla 1.to-ha ;. h
to endeavour to exalt your paffion b Undefiled by morsal Beautics 5, ta t€ac

Directing and Setling it upon an OV us, that the nearer and clearer Intuition,
jec, the due Contémplation of whoifl that Heaven affords them of the  glori-
Lovelinefs may cure. as perfectly afl ous Obje& of their Paffion, was, not
hurts received from any Mortal Beaucylj the -Caufe of is but the Recompence 5

as antienely the Sight of the Myfteriofl and that whilft they liv'd Exiles- c_rIe on
Serpent on the Pole did cure the hur Earth, ‘twas fuch:a fpeculationy: as 1am
recommending . ( Lindamor ). to You,

gaze ftedfaltly on an outward Beauty§ wherewith they livid (to 3“’}2}2&; Heb. 13,

where all your looking will but difcovel Expreffion ufed of Mofes) 44| -
the fame fa{e , is found fo effeGual wbgjs? Invifibles: a Sight, yVhof,e'Gl?fY 7
Kindle or to Blow the fire of Love§§ made them Jook on fadmg,.-'l}e.auucs,
( which the Greeks prettily enoughexf§ with as unda¥l’d and untfoubl:d,alfityes,

refs by their i 78 6o yivers 70 ¢ou)ij as Eagles can be fuppos’d to caft on
gow. much muﬁ a due Contemplationl lGlo—wox:mzz..tv}‘:hcs-nthcz have been new-
enamour us of that Divine, and, thoughl} ly gazing onchedun. ., .
Refulgent, yet ever more and more D%( gI‘o engage your Love, Ltﬂddm”',thti‘; Sett. 3.

coverabld
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4 ~ _ Seraphick Love.
«this fybliseft of Obje@s;‘—l,:mall defire® Liohe it can defire to be feen by. You
that: all that I have' faid-to diverc:youll know the Story of that witty VVeneh,
formet Flarnes, and all thac ] may fay o who us’d merrily to with her Lover all
depregxétefand difcredit thofe degradin®l oood Qualitics, buc 2 good Underftan-
 and difquicting ‘Amotigs;* that- are woull Jing ; for Thar, faid the, vrould make
- to-inveagle Mottals, maybe look'd updn | chem out of Love withme. The Di-
- as ieant; rather by way of Preparative vine Objeét to which T would Prefer
than of Métive, aiming but to Difabufel you, Lindamor, is {o far from being ob-
and Retifie your mindy that with Comil noxious to a Danger of thac Narure,
pos'd and: Unptepotlefs'd thoughts youll chac 1 need not Didparage any other to
may judpe ‘of the Obje& I: propofc:toll Enamour you of this. For, the Creater
you. ‘Which to qualifié:you 6 be butlf is coo full of Excelleacies to need to be
tmpartial to, ehis Method feem’d . expe:¥ recommended or {ct off by the Crea-
dient 3 being bue imiploy’d upon fuch sl ture’s Defeéts. Hewas {overainly Love-
Score,as that on whichi the Platonittsf lyin Himfelf, before they had a Being ;
us'd to>promife. certain Virtues, whichf nor has his siving us that Paffion, call'd
they ‘(fignificantly enough) call’d Pur-§ Love, madc him the unficcer Objet for
- gauvesto difpofe and fir the Mind for thef ic.  To love God, but becaufe your Mi-
Reception of fublimestruchs, ~ As Phy- R ftrifs has perfonal faults, is a greater,
icians: to-cleer the Sight are wont to than any of thofe for which you have
purge thie Head, that the Eye freed from | declin’d her 5 and is fuch a Soloecifm in
all darknittiy  and * difgnifing Tinduzes, | Seraphick Love, asit were in the Perfi-
8 an Religion, (for that has yet embracers

- may’ thgixﬁore"pftfeéﬁ.vdi ¢ern the Ob- B

jeGis prefented toit.: “And cereainly, the §in the Ealt , as thofe, thac have there
Love Fwould perfuade; is of anature, § convers'd with themailure me) to make
that miakes nothing moré conducive to ffthe Spots that blemilh the Moon the
ity than the greatelt Uncloudednefs of 8 Motives of theit worthipping the Sun.
the Eye, and the perfe@eft Illuftration B Hyymione is a Lady, to whefe noble Re-
of the Obje@ : which is fuch, that the J fations Iam toomuch a Servant, notto

' cleareft Reafon is the moft advantageous W have a Refpe@ for Her; and I cannot,
iight : ped C without
K /7 -

L3
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16 S:'i'apht'ck Love. < er):ph st Love. ., 17 o
without concluding her an Extraordi- §

B cl, love their Maker above all things?
nary perfon, remember how lately (he @ . dhe to whom St. Fobn prefents‘his Rev. 22.4.
enjoy’d the honour of Captivating Lzz-

: ration fed it for hi . &19.1.
damor 5 and thoughfhehas fince By in- Adoration , refufed it for himfclf to di

cam Hotgh L - re&t itunto God. Would not your felf;
jurionfly Deciining, jultly Forfeited the 8 /2. rzmor, have thoughe your Hermione

lorious Title of his Mittrifs 5 yet the § : 4
%nlalitics, that gave it her, ma de}xlne, 2} abfolutely Handfome , though Moors

di 2 e like her fo well, th | had not worn the Devil’s Livery ; and
mong divers others, like her {o well, that @ ihe hing call'd Deformity, had been as
tis now my Quarrel to her, thatfhels

: mucha ftranger , as itis unwelcome to
not what ﬂ;‘: lVfV as. And thcrefhore,dyghczlu, ¥ her Sex 2 °Tis true 5 fuch is our frailty,
ever may fall from my ILC“ to ‘; tlad- W har, As the Ifraelites needed a cruel and
vantage,. rq]atcs to Her but as the was, | oppre{five B'ondage in£gypt, to make
or may again ke, an Obitacle to ycur de- E

il onohick L o q them refolve on returning to the Blefled
votednels to Seraphick Love. 01n§agc ¥ Land of Canaan 5 fo oftentimes, the a-
you to which, (allthis notwithftan

Y be ri hingi M morous Soul necds the harth Ufage of
Tda"wf) I mult do youthe right o B 5 gifdainful Miftrefs , to. difguft it with
tell yeu, that God deferves the higheft @ ;¢ Thraldom, and make it afpire to its

Elevation of your Love, though Her-B more genuine and fatisfying Object. - 1

mione had not rejeGed it.  Vvere (hef may therefore allow Hermione's Defeés

. b b . .
not only.as Handfome as you fancy’d® ; have givenyou Freedom and Occa-

her, butas Conftant as you with’d her;s B fion to confid¢r the Prerogatives of Se-

her Beauty, and her Friendihip too con- Braphick Love : but I muft not allow
curting, could not have made her othcr @ hem to be the chief Mortives of your
than, as: Difadvantasious as Injurious, 8 cpibracing it, For, it were too injuri-
" { 1 L) { i‘ . D ‘ . .

a Rival unto God 3 and, in the very B ous o its glorious Objeét, tomake that

Fruition of as obliging Returns as her @by the Refuge of a Defeated Paffion ,

Kindnefs could have made your Paffion, & whofe Tranfcendency entitles it to more

{he would - have dcferv.’d_ but a ‘mor¢ & than.the moft Elevated and Entire one.
moderate -Degree of it. Angels, 0RAlxs , God needs not thefe beggetly
whom' Women were never falfc or ery- Bparallels with any fading Objelts, to be-

SO ) CIJ E / C 2 come
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come that .of our difabus’d Devotion,}
and He wcre Lovely without compa.
rifon, as well as He is fo Aboveit. And
though I be not fo unjult to deny , tha
there are Ladies ( fome of which I have
the happinefs not to be ankrown to my
felt ) whole Excellencies are capable to
_ ennoble their whole Sex :
catelt accomplithments compar’d to
%is Perfections , whofe gifts they. are,§
are in that Eclipfing company, as incon-
- fpicuous as the famnt
Ordinary perfons. As when' in a clearf
Morning , the Rifing-Sun vouchfafes
1 as well thofe Bright
Stars that did Adorn our Hemifphere ,§
as thofe Dirk Shades thacdid Benight
ityvanith: Counfonantly whcreunto,give
me leave to obferve to you, Lindamor,

to vific us ,

that though divers of God’s Attributes

are_through his Goodnefs participatedfg
by his Creatures, vetthe Scripture makes

{o vatt a difparity betwixe the Excel-§ :
lencics that it afcribes to Men , and thel§ Nature make him polefs thofe very Ex-
fame Perfetions confider’d as they exifth
in God , that it {feems abfolutcly tof
exclude Creared Beings from ‘any Ti}
tle to thofe Actributes 3 becaufe they

poifefs them but in a way fo Inferior to
thar tranfcendent, peculiar, and Divine
| . mannep

Yer their

Qualittes of more|

N phrafes him _ . |
fality, thouoi\ Angels and human Souls :'Sirlm' 6.

| Lindamor, to transfi
110 Devotion , ( whichl mu{t defire you
k10 look upon but as a vary'd name for

 Sevaphick Love,
anner, in which they belong to God.

hus our Saviour fays to him that ( ta-
in;5 him but for a Man) call'd him

thoygh the .

fiarth be (hared by feveral Potentates ;

by the Blefled Virgin in her Canticle,
are, inthe Original, ftyled Potentarcs.

Childrenof Light : Yet St. Paul {cruples

ot to tearm his Maker, 1he o:ly wife T i

God 3 and thus he clfe-where Para. ;.
He that only bath immor-

be Deathlefs. In fo Inc.on'xmunicablc a
manner does the Superiority of God’s

-

cellencies , which the diffufivencfs of
his Goodnefs makes him pleafed to-
Communicate. Iam the more zealous
re your Love in-

Se-

A, why callest thou me good? 1 here €5 Mat. 5 9.
%:?:e ,,qaod’but Oue, (thatis ) Qod. Thus ¢ 19-

Bsc. Paulcalls God (or Chrift } the on=-_ .
dly Potentatc , uv@ Suvolses,

and even the devout Ewnuch in the 48s, ;\‘&Ls 7
and the depofed Grandees mentioned Luk.1. 52

Thus, though therebe Wile Virgins as .,
8vcll as Foolith; and though our Savi- ,

8 our cells us, That the Children of this Luk. 16.3.
8 0v1d are in their geaerations wifer than the




Seraphick Love,.
Seraphick Love) becaufe I have obfery!
your Paffion to have been extreams
impatient of Confinement 5 - and te havg

- efteem’d what ever may be tearm’d Li§
: - mits to be Prifons.  F
- Need more; or Deferve better , -an ob§

ject for their Love , for which too im}§

menfe a vaftnefs were impoffible. And
fuch a one is God , whofe Soveraig

- Perfeétions: renider hini {o uncapable off
being lov’d Too Much , that the moff
afpiring Paffion can fcarce. arrive ( {of
much, as) to Leflen its Difproportion
to the Obje&. Other -Paffions , likef
. other Rivers, aremoft Lik'd, when theyjg
calmly flow within their wonted Banks [
But of Serapbick Love 5 asof Nilu, thel
-very Inundations might be defirable
and his Over-flowings make him chelg
more weclcome. For mortal Beauties, 8
our paffionsare like our felves = If our
Stature chance to exceed a certain fizel§
og Standart, it makes us Monftrous 5 but%
Devotion is like a flawlefs Diamond , &
where the Bignefs taxes the Value, and &
the unufual Bulk both rates and inhances §
the Luftre and the Price. To give GOD #
All our Love is the greateft Command §
bothof the Law and Gofpel (in itsca- §
pacioys -and. -teeming VWomb , both J§

- X C'om-;\ '

Comprlﬁng a
l other Services

there is not mo
that an Addition were

Few therefore cull becaufe it is Impofible.

Se‘rai)hick Love. 21

d Cherithing -all th_c
God requires) -and that
re exaded of us, 1S N0G
Culpable, but
So noble is the

nature of Devotion, t}l‘&t{ it %c)l{il:::t;m:f
‘005 but by one ol the :

&g;gésis that Zf Defe&. For, Mc;dw-

crity, (whbfc‘()fﬁce "is to rettrain us

in moft Limits )

from approaching the utm L)
hich in other Paifions is an EXCEF 52,
s : Or, at leaft, if

. e aion.
is here an Imperfedtion. t
Mediocrity be that Z{vhxcb .crcfr_attgis; Il)il{'i’e
ns Vi e Mediocrity ©
ons Virtues, the Medio o
' efnefs of 1t;
: onfilt in the Boundl€in€ls OF 3
punk hich makes it mofta

nce that is:it W ; SO
{\ifirtue. The Man after God’s own P-4

Ceiving
heart is not afeard toown even to

¥ g ficea
Maker an ardency of Love fo;{_lilx'rxéi d &

hich mufk- be>ckprelt by the gt U e
W ¢ Metaphor of Thilt s and that fuc Alimentr.
ila};‘hirl’c too, as makes the panting Harc;;;‘c: patic
(by Naturalifts obferved to-be @ VErY iy cap:
lf)r)}; Creature’) bray (as ir?nc'mfbe[[htiti; 3.

' ‘ - refre

Jebrew hath it ) for tnole ing

fili'igins, -whofe want dt&re{lfgs a::lonm;
: P (o} -

duces Bt ag al1 n(l?gituilg l)n:t,hirﬂetb‘ verf, 2.
ion : My very o8 ‘ Steth v
?a?*nGad. yAﬁg we know, that Thirlt 1s

' I that it
not oncly fc‘lolelé a: appetite, that ¢
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- leffens the Wonder of that Monarch’s
‘Bargain, whom Hiftory records to have

parted with bis Kingdom for a Cup of§

watcr ¢ Bue thirtt doth fo confine our
Longings to what It craves, that no-
thing elfe can fatisfie them. The wealth
of both the Indies would not excufe the
want of a needed Cup, fuppofing thejr
Pofleflor tormented with an Appetite,
which cannot be quench’d but by Drink,

To which I muft add, that the vneafi. |

nefs of unrelieved Thirft, is rot, like that
of other inconveniences, lelen’d b

Continuance, but growsby Lafting the §
more Unfupportable. Thefame infpir'd B

§ vites all the Godly to affift him in the

Poet {cruples not alfo to profefs fo fen- § 0 A b e . e

Payment of fo va;‘l- ]
8 Lord all ye Saints, for, ' ny
k ( Prai/l:{lze Lo,r;I, all ye Natious, praife Phl. 138.

fible and fo a&ive a Concern for God’s
Incerefts, thag the zeal of. God’s Houfe had
eaten him up 5 and hugely troubled he is,

that others are not ‘aftedted with the B '
i ncither frequently to 40 this, as may
| appear by very many piffages of his{a-

Phil 119, fameZeal, 1 lebeld (fays he) the Tranf-
358 greflors, andwas grieved, becaufe they kept
:*;‘;“"’ " fayshe, ran dawa mine Eyes, becaufe they
‘ kept not thy Low s and to manifeflt how
much the tendernefs and unrefery’dnefs

of his Love, made him think tho’e his

friends or enemics, that were fo to God,

Pil, yor. Mine cyes (fays he) [hall be upon the faith-
$. fulof the Land, that they gy dwell with
me

. He that walketh perfe8t intheway, he
gall ferve me. Do not;l,bate them, O Lor., r
that “hate Thee, and am not 1 grieved ;;uttj
Wihofe, that vife up againft Thee 2 1 ‘J_a e
them with a perfelt hatved, I count 1hem
\ mine enemies.
rgwid love his Maker 3 but he was fo
far from thinking this Rate EXCe(ﬁ\P"e.,
that tranfportec? by the fenfe of his
Perfonal Difability to pay that Divine
Object all the Love that his Pgrfeét(lons
B nicrited 5 he is notconteng to rou cu(f
§all his ownwfaculties to praife God,

Blefs the Lord, O mySou A2
| z(ritb_i!; me blefs his boljJ Name ) but hein-

not thy werd, Na 1Uers ater
. v e By donafe thes il the Angels, and all the other Hofts of
B God, and concludes the Book of Pfalmz
1 witha, Let cvery ﬁﬁ'niq .;I;]at bath bregt
% praife the Lord. Hallelujan.

P aI{lor dees it invalidate what has now Set, 4.
8 been delivered, that fome Men hav.,c,
¥ even by Devour Perfons, been blam’d

- 'szpbi:k Love. 23

At this Rate did pious

&c.) Andagain,*

bim all ye Pesple.) And not content®

cred Poems, hie extends his Invitation to

or

i 4

d’ pfl‘- !39-

3 L%e

1, and all that ts Pl 103-
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"ot (as too many Profeifors arc nowj§

Mic. 23, Law 5 Thefe ong

~in it fclfy and irrelatively to_the ‘reft;§
* " But becanfe that there being feveral du-#

Seraphick “Love,

for too much Devotion s for, it was noff
an excels of Love, but a want of Di(§
cretion, that was guilty of their faults,
The Expreffions of out Love to Goif
ought to be regulated, not by our blindg
and wild Pharicies, buc by his revealed|
Will, (as Chrift faysy If yor love me,
keep my Commandments ) and therefore i
is very poffible to be Too devoury not
Becaufe_‘any 'Expreffion of Seraphick]
Love cah be made with too much -Ar-§
dency, whillt *tis confider’d abitractedly§

ties of Love, which require an Ardency

of it, ’tis injurious to exercife ‘all tharinfs | ol nod
* one alone, or a few, that belongs equal-§ ral bignefs, whillt others ar¢ efs noti-.

il riftd than ( wetc:the, Body, healchful)-

ly to the negletted. othérs, We mu

wont to do, of whol& error you may re- §
ceive a fuller account in fome other Pa- K

pers ) -dath in pieces the two Tables of

the Law againft one another ; But muft g
{o love GOD with all our hearts, as'to lotk i
our Neighbour a5 our felves, You know @
what our Saviour faith to the Pharifees; [
that Tithed Mint; and Cummin, with &
Faith, thofe weightier matters of the 8

%t you (€es) fo:Have §
: h doﬁe)\

a negle@ of Judgment, Mercy; and [

Serapbt'ck Love.

done.y and wot- o leave the ather’ undane.
And indeed this. Pactiality , - Efudamors

which makes us difplay fo much:of -the

‘firength and vigour ef our” Spirits 1n

{ome favourite=1 Juues » that -wedn buc
languidly and - perfuncorily -fperform
thole others, weare lefs fond of ; begets
i Devotion a Difeafes not-unlike that
neiv oné in Children'we call the Rickets,
which fome learned Phyficians ‘do nou
improbably conceive to arifc from the
tnequal Nutrition. of the parts. - Fot
though none of them receive E);ccfrg.gc
Notrithment, yet fome of thens recetv=
ing as much-as is convenicoe for them 5
and thereby growing up to’ theie natu-

b !

they ‘would be,f do grow o litley --th;ag-,
the founder . prrs. - fcem ;Oyey-grown. 5
and fo the: difproportion: betwixc Thei,
and: the - Ricketing . ones. - mgakes the
whale: Body:they- compofe mif-(hapen
itwieldy..; Bug , Liudanior 5. ehis
proves not, thatj We. can love; God; too
much ; buc onely that we may imploy
too-much destZa; Love 510 t.h!S' or,
that way of -ekprefling .15 Whillt: we.

»r
Ay

are (asFob {peaks ) Inhabitansof thefe 1, 4, 55,

'hoﬂfes of clajy there afe many D:lvtﬁf:ﬁ |
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y King.

3"1.

Seraphick Leve,

which do as well challenge an Intcn.
fity of our affe@ions, as thofe which re-

late more immediately to God. As}
St. ' Paultells us, That chere is ditference §

Cor. 7. . h
3% ;'3,";4. beewixt married and fingle Perfons, the |

devote themfelves more undiftraéledly

to God, whereas thofe of the other are §
diftracted 5 ( as Adam’s were , betwixe |§
his Maker and his Rib. ) But where a |8

dire& and immediate cxpreflion of § Beafts . allow'd to
Love to God defrauds not any other & the four myfterious Lah:sa 'it’h?mc N
Duty , there it is free from the ‘danger § approach nearcﬁ: to t e .ngs. &
of Excefs. Though Praiers may eafily {8 God , though thelr many ‘:’t‘c 3 c)m of
be too long, anr? Fafts grow cxorbi- J§ more numcrous cyes, wnum fonred to
yet Chrift could fpend the whole § a very altive t;gtﬂ{gea are :’ﬂ’f
night in Praier , and Falt forty days | usinthe Apocalypfe, asa 1., b

Ke § one imploymeur , cealing seitver day Boy

tants

without immaoderatenefs , when ¢t

diatory Fun&ion , were not thereb

difturb’d , but further’d and promoted. B
And fo Eljab might inculpably faft %
Iong , when that fafting did not difable
him to profecute his. journey to the [

Mount of God ; and though juft men
here on Earth muft exprefs their Love

- to their Mafter by ( thatbufey diftra&t-

ing, and remoter way of Service) Trade-
ing with his Talent trufted tothem 5

avocating : .
and their own fecular Relations , which

$ re here requifite tobe perform'd 5 their

affe@ions of the one being at liberty, to B Glorifi'd {pitits may now, without any

other expreffions of his Love to his Fa- night from [aying;s

ther and - the other exercifes of his Mec- '_,i

yet §

Seraphick Love. 27

R whén aheir divefture of Mortality

6 enfes them from thofe laborious and
lfpen'ss duties o diftreffed Chriftians,

Jmmoderate devotion, imploy , I fay
not , their Time, but their Eternity 1t
{elf, in Converfing with God , and fol-
lowing the Lamb whitherfoever he

oes. And congruoufly I obferve , that Rer. 4.6

&ed but to

Holte, Holie, Holie yvet. 8.

Lovd God Almighty 5 and from grutng
Glory, and Honor, and Thanks unto him.

And of thofe that Favewhited thetr R.obfs

iz the lood of the Lamk, this account 15 1t

the fime Book given us, rhat they are Rer. 7
before the Throne of God , anl ferve | Him

day and night in bis T emple. So true 15

ity that no Degree of Seraphick Love
canbe Exceffive, nay, hot asy Expref-

fion of it Immodecrate, unlefs it be made’

fo, notby its Greatnefs, but by its Vur-
o pation,
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 Toh. 4,

Seraphick: Love,

pavion-3 whereby ie ‘éithier itigioffes o
mvades what belongs o -its infur’d:aifle
languithing Atlociates.: Out Love un
the Ctearuresis a Prefént, but unto Gof
it is a Tribute , and though we myy
cafily :play “the -Prodigals in parting]
(over-freely ) with our Gifts, we cm
fcarce be f{o in ‘the payment of ou
Debts 5 for, be the Summs never {o vaft}
we pay away, their being-Due, in fpite
of their being Great-, makes the Dil-

 burfenient too much an A& of Juyfice,
to be onc of Profulenefs.
Love, (whofe Paflionatenefs is its beft

Comﬁlcxion ) has then moft approach’d |

its no

mit any other Limits than an utter Dif-
ability to exceed thofe that terminate i,
For he alone loves God as much as he

that memorable paflage of St.” Fobw,

God i him, Which fupplies me with a
, | : forcible -

Seraphick Love,

orcible Inducement, to invite you to.

“eager afpiring to @ Tranfcendency

T » - [ . 1f-
& Devotion, finge it'may render Self-
eni:lvfo eaﬁ,e, that ewill (aclaft) al-
ot diveft that pame.  For:
limer Love being, by an intimate con-
nétion Withits Object, wholly devo-
ed To it, and .
;ﬁ? baf(c) _lD,rofs of felfithnefs and intereft,

For, this fub-,

.throughly refined from

cts a moft ftri& Union of our

ifls with God’s, or (rather) a perfe&
; mtlxlifg;; of th;‘. one to the other.

it is become Your
Seraphick | And thus, when it is be

Will to obey His, 10 difpenfations of

; i il i ately, difquiet
8 Providence will immoderately, : :

d vou e Wifhes in
left meafure 5 when it can leaft be J§ you» f9t> you poflefs your Vi

cafur’ ' in Bulk
mealur’d : nor oughe its Extent to ad- § General, and >

d ot always in Rexail.

though . poffibly
For, yau: chicfeft
Defire being to fec your Maker’s Will

| fulhlld, your knowledge of his being

; , E 1o 0 and uncontroll'd Difpofer.
Ought, that loving Him asmuchas he § ‘}%‘3 ?\Q"Eﬁg&a‘;ﬁmcs yol,

Can, ftrives to repair the deplord im- f O-dt » hat can befall you, -are but ex=
perfection of that Love, with an extream § €dents t % '

ind hi i ithments of his
iegret to find his Love no Greater, f§ 3¢t Accom{)ht p

Such a fublimity of Love will belt entitle @

' c " : 53'5 is 1 ed and compriz
you to the Confolation accruing from § that is includ P

B \When you have Refignd,

= 9 - - . -fI
where he fays , that God7s Love,audbe Confign’d, your expropriated Will (i

that dwelleth in Love dwelleth in God, and

that all Ac-,

will, and
o far forth as
d-in His.
or rather

confequently of -Yours,

may fo-callit ) to God, and thereby ( a8
it vgere ) entrufted himto VVillfor )101;ﬁ

»

23_.
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. Seraphick - Love,

all his Difpofals of, and his Difpefifai

ons towards you, are, incffect, the AGH

of your own Will, with the advantay,

of their being Direted and Specificig

by Him. An Advantage that does a§

once aflure you both of their Rectitude

and Succefs. God's Wifdom, Power§

and Love to you confider’d , how mwuch|
more liappy mutt you be in your Op-§
tions of his chufing for you, than you§
immediate own 2 The Pacient thinks
himfelf obliged to gratific his Phyficiang
for chufing for him what forts of meas
heisto feed on 3 though the Doétor bej§
wont to make fuch a choice for him, as
deprives him of the Difthes he - beft|g
Likes, and oftentimes confines him to g
thofe he Loaths. Alas , how often§
might God fay of our Requefts , asf§
Chrift did of thofe of the two afpiring |
Difciples, Yeknow not what ye ask 2 1 ad- g
mite, and bluth to read inan Heathen 5
Satyrift {o Heavenly a Letlon, as, g

Permittes ipfis expendere Numintbus , 8

quid

C o;;ugniar nobis o rebufque fit utsle no- |
yi5 o .

Nam pro Fucundss #iilia queque da-

bum Di , 4

Charsor §

2 Heachen Philofopher fay,
w::t onely in general tearms .tc; it“;%'
¥ Good thingsjof the l()30ds" 1€3V"‘§théuh |

Seraphick Love,

. Charior. oSt illis homos ’qfiam [ibi 2 mos

animorsm
Impslfu, & cca pravaue
deliy . . .
Conjugism pessmus partwm{gfe #xors 3
at llis :

mpidiné

Notum, qui paeris qualifque futara fit

< #Xxor.

Unto the wifer Gods the care per:
mit

Of what’s for us and out:_-'af’fairs mo& Ra

Th]i;t'w‘ill fot Pleafant tl}ings the Beﬁ;
confer 3 o
To whom Man s,

more deat.
We by our ‘
Doﬁ rfzz a Wife perhaps or Children

thani to himfelf,
Blinder Paffions led~'3;

wm: ';hc"y may chance t'ef_dfe us out
f Love R '
'Kn?)wihgg “what both the Wife and

Boys would prove.

-of : o of which made a
The confideratton o w'That B ods

31




32 Seraphick Love. |
them to determine what things were

Good for him. And indeed, our own
Witkies arebut too commonly as blind

as Rachel s, who having fo cagerly lon.

ged for Children, thar the impatieuty

Gen. 3¢. €ries, Give vie Children or elfe I dye, did
18, in Child-bearing : And as deitructive
to the Wilhers, as their Longing

prov'd to the murmuring /fraelites, who
foathing the wholefome Manna (tha

Num. 1. Bread of Angels) God had provided for
33 theny, ate their own Bane inthe Fleth
they had fo greedily lulted for. Thus,
Lindamor , that {o adrighting virtue ¢
Self-denial proves to be little smore tha

a Son's Letter of Actorney to his Father,

of whofe paternal Kindnefs and con-
fummarte Abilities in the managemen

.of atfairs, his confidence amounts unto
certainty. Nay, tillmy fecond Thoughu
check’d” the ,over-forward Impetuofiy

of my firff, I was about to'add ; Sinc

:God refents an- Infinite. fatisfaction iy

the accomplithment of his”own WVill

our Making over your whole Willt

-God, will impart to you that Felicity,
:proportion’d to. the degree of the Re-
fignment. And,as the Eye,whilt by che
-Optick Nerve ty'd unto the Head, fo

, chain’d, can tafte delights, which it ij

' dua

A\ 1)

Seraphick Love, 33

ead to, being. once feverd from it,
houch ( otherwife ) it enjoy the beft.
ondition of which its inanimate Na«
are can be fuppos’d to ke capable : So
wy your Willby an Identity or Same--
ofs (in Tendency, though not in Na-
ure ) with yeur Maker’s, as’twere En-
afeed into God’s, reccive @ New and
ii Enlarg’d capacig', which will enable
on to contain, and rellith Joys, highly
carfcending thofe, which the fulleit
ruition of your private withes werc a-
le to Create. Thus Sclf-denial is a
ind of holy Affociation with God, and
by. making you his Parener) interetfes
on in all s happinefs, and acquifiti-
ws. And confonantly we fee that Glo-
i6°d Saints and Bleffed Angels, whofe

ill have the mo®t exquifice and. cxack
onformity to God's, enjoy a Happinefs
moft approaching His ; ‘whereas the
Apoftate Spirits, in a confirm’d Repug-
nancy to his Will, find the extremiy o
Wretchednefs. .

But though I dare not own, Eindamory 5¢t, §.
fo bold a Sally, yet I dare withou Scrit~
ple improve the Difcourfe that prece-
ded it, to make out toyou an advanta-
gious Diference of Seraphick Love from
Ordinary Flames. %or, he that makes
' 2 a







Hch. 4.1¢6. 25 I would render it ) xopw &5 cunef

aa.y. 7. to his Difciples, ( 4t is not for you to kno

k Love. . 87
tle Time$ or the Seafons, whichthe 11':M[I:;r

hath put in .is ow# power ) are ap;l)] icable:
Cafcs than that w}uc occa- .
The Canaanttifp woman 27

mut puc up a Refufal, and the reproach-

Seraphick Love. Seraphtc
and an ufelefs Pity, whercby the fu
ring Lover is oftentimes lefs comforte
as 1t proceeds from her Kindnefs,
afHi¢ted, becaufe it breeds her Difquig
But God’s isa Compaffion , thoy
A&ive, yet Serene, and worthy of Hin
felf, which, without producing the D)
compofure, produccs the Eflects of ¢
moft {enfible Pity, by engaging himj

Eze. 28,

=)

ful name of a 1Dog, .( which yet b%' the
way, was 2 Paraphrafe _commonty ¢
d onohus'd by the Jews of the Heathen,
O h il od b thiis The Text
and as fuch was under % l U?’laelites e T
a timely Relief and Kefcue @ As th FANevis .Gentzle ot Gm:k.) e ]ticir o isz;lz?
frefhly mention’d Expreflion, 7 all th ( comprifing the dpat’rcllarCWdit P
offiilions ke was (flifled, is immediatg enitors) Werere ucedto ey were o ‘iz\quifgs:c
tollow’d by , And the Angel of bis prl§ red and t_hlrty yCarIi, ¢ r.s,d Y Regon
fence fazed thems in bis love, and inlf] troduced into the ro?ut o lonc’fpacc widh
pity, keredeemedthem, and be bare theff during a grcat_}):tzlt o } Sy e
and cavvied them all the days of Old. Y of time; languluh :u:]d g eavy
this Pity, for its not ditturbing Godf thehcavy Burtl}cns, :r{ud.{ e O e
Happinefs, enclines him not the lefs i Preflurcs, of the astc.d_ ‘ ySt. nfucee s-
exprefs a fenfe of our Miferics, anfd full politick e/Egypdz l:;i.ce St panlbit g
makes us find ( to ufe a Scripturc pheal felf pray d the Lord thrice for cremo-
vl of that rude swihod Tit 768 ) 7
be fl-fb ( wharever that may mean. ).
Nays . sin-Mother her Luk 2.43
Nay, of the Bleffed Virgin- : het
, on would not be foun

Boidesxv , Grace for an opportune relif g
I fay, with the Divine Writer, an 0p

pertune or Seafonable velief 5 becaufe if felbs hcli]l.] é"gg 5 thouch ihe fought him
' . H » O
comes hot alwayg when it is moft Defd till thethir Andy}a az.arr?A, +0 whom,even

hfafed (a

forrowing.

during his Sicknefs, he vouc :
Tlgigf to which all C&far’s were butb Tlr(; -
fles) the ftyle of Friend, <Whldt‘\c;?e c;' in‘l Joh. st
ned the pious Mar{)tc‘; Parapnral im

fired, but when it is moft Fit ; And whek
that is, he that hath at once all prefenf§
patt, and future things in_his Profpelt§
1s fietelt to determine. Chrift’s wordsg

thg
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vel. 3., by a, Hewhom thou lov'it ) w '
as .

;]e.d xic()tfonly to Lye afdyin)g,r,but t%ef)n;et-

| }1}5 efcue being deferr’d, till it Wi
thought impoffible ; and, was fo indceé

g\cl)vﬁpy lefs Power' than Omnipotence

Vhich manifefts, that as no degree o%

Diftrefs is unrelievable by his Power, |

g; ng EXtrc;}ucy of it is inconfiltent with
s Compaflion, no, not with his Friend-

Mal. 3. 3. fhip. He whofe Spirit infpired the Pro-

brunt of the a&ive FI
nt ve Flames, aw
exciting Blaﬂ‘s., till it have f’ioc:d ?:se dd?xz
_ tfuﬁe in .thc Fire, and there obtain’d its
ull Purity and Splendor. And I hope,
)

you willgive one that conve '
e one tl rfes :
&uénll;ifﬁ;? thhoughs_he be no Pretchdzvrl:?, n
ofopher’s tone,leave to improve
ahChynuf:a Metaphor,and ob(erve,P :l?;/tc :
though in Aﬂ'h&lons, efpecially Nati:
qnal or Publick Calamities, God often-
times feems to make no diftin&ion be- @
_;v;cllxrh_tl}c ',Objc_&s of his :Com_:paﬂ‘n'o'nt
and thofe of his Fury, iridifc_riniinatel;
- involving &

phgts, is in the laft of them reprefented
under the notion of a Refiner : and 'tis -.

not the cnftom of Refiners to fnatch the f§

belov’d : _
ov’d Metal out of the Fire, as foon i fufpected of Partiality rowards aLove

as it fe ' PN |
s it feels the violence of that pun(yin§ ! which fo litele needsit, to be thought fit

Element, n ) § W
, gy, nor as foon as it is Meclred § tobe preferr’d beforeall other Pa 10ns)

by it, but they let it long endure the §

Serapbick Love.
involving t

7 valt Difference, where
do not fecemto make Any :

Fire, we urge as we

fore-knowing and defigning
parity in the Events, asto G
[onobler Minerals, ot

It is true, Lindamor, and

nefs ‘refulting from tho

atives, 1 have endeavo
to You in a Tranfcendent
yap

ition, of its perfe

;1}adc the languilhing Sp
ticles cry out , Stay me

defic to returs (for fol

blended Lead, or Antimony 3

ick Love, is moderaced by
fels of that Sublimity ) the

fires it creates of a more comMp
& and Divine Obje&.

39

hem in the fame Deftiny 3

et his Pre-fcience and Intentions make
his Inflictions

As, when

on the fame Teft, and with the felf-fame
1 the Gold, s the

but wit
{uch a dif-

onfume the
blow them ©

:fto Drofs or Fumes, and make the Gol
more Pure and full of Luftre.

( not to be Seét, 6.

Such afpiring Sallies of the longin
oufc in the Can- Cant. 2.~

with Flaggonsss:

comfart ‘me with Apples, for I am fick o
Love. Such made the cavih’d Apostle

{houl

| 1ihall acknowledge It, that cthe Happt-
{e many Prero-

ur'd to difcover
degree of Se-
( the Ef-
Eager De-
leat Fru-

g Soul

d rather Phil.1.23.
tranflate



Seraphick Love. 41
end the Joys of Heaven being fo valt,
that they didufe their Nature to all the

ounded Hopes men have to obtain

S eraphick Love,
tran{late the word dvaeAlsa ihcre, andfo

) GI..uk; 2. [ fltl[lld i}j ’f’clfewhere to ﬂgpi’ﬁc) aiid to by
with Christ : And the Infpir'd Poet thys

40

exprelles his longings to ti:c Bletl
- o épt o gings to ti.c Bletled Ob.
. 42. je&of themy As e Harr panteth afier the

will,let him take of the water of Life freely)
and,

oree of theni,

them 3 each new Aifurance is a new De-
and is acceptable to our

Iy2.
Z"g;’a}é"’jf," fo IP ‘;""f"".” my Soul after ibee, } Hope, though uneafie to our Defires.
living God} .fa: / t',',t?‘fe:l]f i God, fortlel] And thefc Baitings at comrleat Felicity
éeforf Go'l B JPZ-I.MHI“.'” e aid apperr ] fhould not be morc unwe come for the
: to clevate oo b "‘d‘f”"vr,u was fit,cha 8 prefent Difquict they fuppofe, than the
I e our t)oughts and withes tof§  Contrary for the Zeal they argut, and
Incomm,un(i)m& PECUha: and clfe-where )| the Felicity they promife. For this pro-
| Le re(erv’d; - legrccs of J,O,Y: thould | ducion of the Spirit in our hearts may
fign, and {orhUsncre_ And’tisagood § be juttly tearmed, as the Spirit himfelf in
ng’émﬁ u¢h as l\;v orldly Objcéts can- |§  Scripturc is, 4% carnest 3 which, though » cors.s.
omr Sera ,hiv‘vk C£ the Incompleatnefs of f by being fuch, it confeiles it felf notto
fruitionsp R zvcr s happinefs in his §  be the Entire famm, yet is not onely a
of Satis;agcmc'wx{s not frqm theit want §  Part of it, buta Pledge : And, Linda-
Entirer P ﬂ‘o;?m s, but his want of an § mor, how Supportable is this thus-qual-
ol Z(;' ionof Them. Andletme § lifi'd Allay of the Joys of Seraphic
smé of Sem AmoTy that even thisuncafic §  Love, in comparifon of the Difquicts
much Alla anl ation, {{S fweetned withas f  and the Torments that are wontto at-
a Gricf. )E: S15 ﬁO“D‘,ﬁ?m with its being & tend Senfual Love? 1 (hall not lofe time
Teacher of ‘g’ ctl’e I iae EVIdencgf and § to cnumerate how many it is fuppole
Thirlt afcer P Of‘ és’c ove, pronouncing a to have fent to their Graves 3 bc_ecaui:e,
(accordgn(r, ¢t ? ;.on to,.bc aTitle toir, §§ shoughI find thofe Tragical Storics rife
Mit 5. 6. uye they that Zo thofe Scriptures, Blefled § enough in Romances, yet I find them
teoufn!]} -;c m;;qer and thirft after Righ- B Rarities cvery where butin thofe Fabu-
Rev. 325 Let him th :':’t ? [ball befatisfied. And, B lous Compofurcs ; and though I have
7. at 35 a thirft come, andwhofoever had the Curiofity to vifit {fome of thofe
where the Flames of

warmer Regions,
Love



_ly and delightfully defcrib’d, that not

Seraphick Love,
Love ate thought to burn with moze
violence, yet (bating the Duels and the
Pox) I remembér not to have obfervid
Loveto have ever been the Death of a-

ny Man : unlefs, fpeaking like Philofo- §
phers, who make Reafon the Efential
Contituent Form of a Man, we will |

affirm, that Love, by dethroning Reaf.

tl}_ough it leave the Lover al;gve,.e ad?)rt‘l’l
killthe Man. But, though I am loath to
put fo bad a Complement upon Man-

il;md, Rt; 0 fa;y, That Love is wont to De- §
roy Men’slives 3 yet I think it wo g di 3

no Calumny to fa}{ It much Difg{xc}cbt; e e oty
them. I could askyou, How long many
a Lover muft continue a Servant to pur- ;
chafe the Honour of being taken notice
of to be fo > And I could recruit thar B
Queftion with pretty ftore of others of |}
the like nature, bue thac Ifuppofe your i
Memory will fave my Pen the labour of
reprefenting to you the Torments of B
Love, whic they that Feel them, would ;
little lefs juftly than they do frequently

fiyle Martyrdoms, if the Great

ly, \’vithouc the Caufe and Og)?efz}og}
Men’s fufferings fuffic’d to make them
Martyrs.  And though the Condition

of Lovers be in Romances fo dexterouf-

only.

only Sangu
 but even 1 iny 1€
jato Inclinations,
| (heir Felicity 5 ye
cern
and engag'd if fuch adventures, my En-
vy q

‘RcPulfcs, the
§ (he Fears, the ‘Abfences, the Defpairs,

Seraphick Love. 43

ine Readers are tranfported,
{cIf have been furprifed
to. Admire and Envy
¢ when fome I was con-

'd for, have been really .concern’d

uickly wen’d into Pity. For, the
Regrets, the Jealoufies,

and- the reft of the a{.ﬂi&in% Difquiets

g of Lovers 3 though in well-wrlt Ro-

mances theyarc foon
¢ they are not fo

{oon VW eather’d out, nor fo eafily Sup-
ported by the - Difconfolate . Lover,
whofe Infelicities, though they may be
ethaps fo handiomely deplored, as to
Delight the Reader ; yettruft me, Loz~
damor, "tis 2 mueh happier condition to
be Free from misfortunes, than to
able to Complain Eloquently o
And as 1 have with deli
Storm excellently drawn by fome rare
Artift’s Penfil 5 but when 1 was this
Spring toft by the rude Winds, that blew
me out of Holland, I found a real Storm

a very croublefome and uneafie thm%::

So the condition of a Lover though,

drawn by 2 {mooth Pen, it i3 wont

ftrangely to affe& and pleafe us 5 yet
: . when
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when Men are really engaged in ity they

find it full of hardthips and difquiet.

>Tis a much better condition to be.

Look'd on; than Embrac’d 5 and Expe-
rience gives Men of it much (fadder and)
more unwelcom Notions than Defcrip-
tion did. Nor phancy, Lindamor, that

the Troublefomnefs of your fufferings

in Love proceeded but from their not

being Acceptable to her for whom you §

o)

endur'd them ; for, had -your Miltrefs

crown’d them with Myrtle, and prov'd |
as kind to you us Hymen could have § | ‘
made her, yet, I fear, (he could haveRe- § Beaucy, and are as cap
compenc’d you butby Difabufing you, E

b Li.dumor,

and could not have freed you from the
Need of happinefs, but onely from a
Miftake coneerning it.  For, me-thinks,

Lindamor , moft of thefe Tranfitory |

Goods, that we are {o fond of, may not
unfitly be refembled to the Senfitive
Plant, which you have admir’d at S7ox-

Garden 3 for, As, though we Gazc [

on it with Attention and Wonder,
yet, when we come to Touch it, the
Coy dclufive Plant  immediately
(hrinks in its difplayed leaves, and
Contra&s it felf into 2 Form and Di-
menfions , difadvantagioufly differing
from the former ; which it again re-
' covers:

: ST ged 1 fom w
ditfering things Ir
feem’d 3

| cover in molt Men

g thinos,
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. § , o
o8 by deorees, when tOllChd n

D

onger : So thefe Objects, that charm us

at 2 diftance, an
:ltmca cd;::s of ,Expe&ation and Dcfire s

} when a more inpme

d whilit gaz’don with

diate Pofledion hath
at them into out Hands, their formet
uitre vaniihes, and theK appear quite
- at before they
though “after Deprwauonh oir
' eir
Abfenice hath made us torget ,tl it
Emprinefs, and we be .reduc d t;])e o
upon them againat a Diftance, they re-
over i ’s eyes their former
able as before to

iveigle and delude us. 1 mu(tvadg,
that when 1 compare to the
Senlitive Plant moft of thefe Tranﬁtgrly
that are flarter’d with the ul: e
of Goods, 1donotout of that lrlmncxfhca'xl'
except moft Miftrelcs. For, thoug R
o no fuch enemy to Matrimony,

{ome (for want of underftanding the

. ; .
ille ve fometimes us’d o
Raillery, I ha 4 i

v’ difcourfe) are pleas’d .
gi‘c?:rz};nd would not refufe youdx}r]xy -
vice (though would not fo readtly gt
you fify ‘Example ) to wirn Votar})_lI to
Hymen's yet 1 have obferv’d fo few Hap-

y Macches, and fo man‘r{ unfortunate

c

. - Men love
bhies 5 and have fo rarely feen e
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their Wives at the rate they did, whi
they were their Miftretfes 5 chac.I won
der not, that Legiflators thov.‘;gbt'it ne

ceffary to make Marriages Inditfolubl

to make them Lafting.
fitlier compare Marriage than to a Lot

tery ; for in both, he _tﬁat Ventures maj

Succeed, and may Mifs , and if he dray
a_ Prize, he hath a rich Return of hi
Venture : But in both Lotteries ther

lies pretty ftore of Blanks for ever

Prize. . And for your particular, L'izz :
dampr, the World is much miftaken in

‘both your Humors, if Hermione's and§
Yours te not fo unfuitable , that (tf
‘make hafte from fo nice a Subje&) hadg
Ahe jultifi'd your expectation of herf
kindnefs, you would have potlefs'd the i
Perfon withour poflefling the Happi-§

nefs you expeéted : And mighe h
found your felf as fenfibly difaghoin?;ls
by her Grant as you wereg
.Change.,

But I forget, Lindamor; that I re-

folv’d not to infilt on Parallels ; .and §

therefore, inftead of profecuting the

Difcourfe my Pen has {lipt into, con- |

cerning the "advantages of Seraphick,

‘compar’d with ordinary, Love 5 I fhall
venture to encourage you to the For- §
- ‘mer, §

meét, by
addi@ednefs to the Later, may prove
ferviceable to you init
1 ihall not fcruple to tell you, that your
ftrong
licele tacilitate vour Devotions partly by
breaking all the Chains, cXccpting one,
that fastned your At '

ing Objects, and refirain'd it from {oat-
ing to the {ublimclt ; and partly, by ex-
alting your Paffion to
Seraphick flames.
Nokle, thatitmakesu

y her|

Seraphick Love.

(hewing you, that your palt

: Yes, Lindamor,

Pafion for Hesmrone may not a
Tedtion to unfatisfy-

a Height fit for
For, Love hath this of
s divelt cur felves
of Sclahnefs, fligit fortune,quic-t,fafety,
dall our own Concern-
it coming into Compe-
tition with the Lov'd partics Interetts,
may. render their facrifice acceptable to
her;, and makes us think Goods or 1lls
deferve thofe names, but as they come to
us From or Through Her. You could
fcarce have learn'd a beteer Leidon, cven
froma much bereer Maiter s for, Love
having thius accutoa’d youto (whatis
thought molt difficule in that Virtuce)
the A&s of Sclf-denial, you need almott
but Transfer your flames from an Infe-
rior and Miftaken, to their True anld
Nobleft Object, and you will have ex-

alred and refined your Love into Devo-
L T tons

horour, life, an
ments, when the

PP
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tion 3 to the latter of which, a fublime §

Elevation of the firft is fuch a Difpo-
fition, as the having formerly by loofer

Airs and (perchance ) wanton Sougs, §

lears’d to Improve and to Command
ones Voice,isstothe skill of Singing thofe
devout Hymns and Heavenly Anthems,

in which the Church-Milicant feems |

ambitious to emulate the Trium(pham,
and Eccho back the folemn Praifes and

Hallelujahs of the Celeftial Quire, §
And, as by Hunting, though ( poflibly) §
we follow but fome poor fugitive Hare, j§
ot fome fuch Trifling Game, we gain |
that Vigor, that Sutierance, and Agi- §
lity, that fits us for the Toils and Mili- E
tary Hardrhips tha are exacted in the §
perfute of Glory, and of Empire : So §
though in Love (Devotion’s Prentice- §

ihip) the Courted Creature be often
confiderable cnough, to make our Ele-
&ions fit to be numbered among fuch as
thofc

tereded and refign’d Habitudes, as, be-
ing preferr'd to {crve Cexleftial Objets,

do cxcellently qualifie us for Devo- B
And, in ete&, a fervent Love §
feems little elfe, than Devotion mif- §

addreft, B

tioh,

that made Love be Painted |
Blind 5 yet inthe Progrefs and Conduct §
of our Paffion, we contract fuch dif-in- §

Seraphick Love. 49

addreft, where our own very Expreflions
mav,fc;vc to difakufe us; For, when
you give your Miftrefs the Style of

Goddefs, and ralk of nothingto her, but

Offcring up of hearts, Adoring, Sacrl-
ficcs, Martyrdoms 5 dovs not all tfn.s
imply, that though ic be S’md to her, ’tis
meant to a Divinity : which is {o muc,h
the True and Genuine Object of Men’s
Love, that we cannot cxgalt tl‘}at I?a:ﬁpn
for any Other, without invefting it with
the Notion and Attributes of God ? As
Children difclofe the inbred kmdngfs
they have for thofc Perfons, by calling
the Babies they moft doat upon by their
dear Mother’sy or lov'd Nutfes Names. iy
And, as ~aron, and the revolting Jews, Exa ;,3:'.
by juftifying to themfelves their Ado- " "

ration of the Idols they had fer up, by taer of
attribueing the Title pf God to what? el
they Ador’d, did tacicly acknowledge g, du&
Adpration to be due oncly to the Deity 2 the Feal
So dacs a Lover, by naming what he ¥ . f

Worihips, a Divintty, tacitly confefs mmy »

f( e

the Deity to be the propet Object of 7, /743

 that higheft and peculiar {train of Wor- eqliar

Name of

ﬂﬂp. : the true
And this Truth, Lindamor, the very Gog.

Ficklenefs of Lovers concurs to teftific : sqit. 8.
For, what Mcn call, and think Incon-
E 2 ftancy,
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ftancy, is nothing buca Chafe of Perfe&
Beauties, which our Love fruitlefly
follows, and feeks in Several Objells,
becaufe he finds it not entire in any
One; for, Creatures have but {mall
and obfcure fragments of it, which can-
not Fix, nor Satisfic an Appetite, born
For, and ( though unwillingly ) afpiring

Unto, God : Who is proclam’d the true

and proper Object of our Love, as well §

by Men’s ficklenefs to VWomen, as the
Angel's conftancy to Him.  Jufk asthe
trembling reftlefnefs of the Needle in
any but the North Point of the Com-
pifs, proceeds from, and manifefts its
inclination to, the Pole s its Paffion for
which, both its Wavering and its Reft
bear equal witnefs to. Thar unfatis-
fi'dnefs with tranfitory Fruitions, that
Men deplore as the Unhappinefs of
their Nature, is indeed the Privilege of
it 3 as’tis the Prarogative-of men not to
care for, or be capable of, being pleas’d
with VWhittles, Hobby-horfes, and fuch
fond Toys as Children doat upon, and
make the fole Objeés of their Defires
and Joys. And by this you may, Lin-
damor, in fome degree imagine the un-
imaginable Suavity, that the fixing of
ones Love'on Ged is able to blefs the

Soulwith 5 fince, by fo
ther, and Competent d Judge, as Go{d
himfelf, the decrce’d Uncontentingncls

| of all other goods, is thought richly re-,
paired by its

Soul &
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Indulgent a Fa-

being but an Aptncfs to
rove a Rife to our Love’s {ertling there, .

And hitherto, my dearclt Lusdamory cfl. .
Ihave endcavour'd to rccon'lm.cnd unto :
you Seraphick Love, by mentiohing foll'ncz
of its Propertics, which feem to relate
more to the Love it {elf, _than to,thc.dx-
vine Objc&eof it.  But1tcar you ] thm'kl)

[ have too long entertain'd you with
Confiderations, which befides that they

are not altogether the Importantcft that
belong to this Difcourfe 5 1 have been
by hafte reduc’d to Pen in }h§ unaccu-
rate Order, wherein they orier d thcmc-1
felves to My thoughts, not the Mctho

wherein I fhould have prefcntcd them to

Yours, . ’
And therefore , Lindamors fince the 5. 1e.

Nobleft and Supreme Motivcs to thc
Love of God confift in his own infinite
Petfections and Praerogatives; an {ijncg,
the Propertics of God’s Love éo us fo
advantage us much more, (and coni C1.1
quently are likelicr to endear DCYO%?
tous ) than thofe of ours to Him: Kiw
fo;mcr not oncly mov;lgg 3God to dx;;
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{omething by way of Celcmﬁtl{?& oI

God's Perfettions : I am very c{n} .e,to

can bur derract from what l ‘c eichblc
Praifc,and nutt uncvitably appear u;;}qdl

to{peak Worthily of a '.fhcmc.,Fo W tl (;

even Seraphims themfclves cannot | °

Risht. And if, ashc Sc'mpturf:da».iuﬁac

us, thofe things never fell un ;;r m] "
Senfes, nor entred the Thogghts 0(' ‘mles. 51 Cor.2.9.
which God has rcfc.rv’d for thofc tl.at

Jove him 5 how Ineffable and InC(ln'“lpl\C:
henfible muit thofc.thmgs ,};c w ).lcql .m‘

has referv’d for fhm(cl}? thcbuh mh
,Superiority of his Nature .a)coxi'e( al I
Created Beings, placing 2 val L.l“péd
rity betwixt his grcatci? counn{tlmflf:at d
vouchfafements, and his Boundiciss Ci]
therefore to Creatures Incommunicatle,

Perfeétions. §
Wonder not cherefore , Lindamor,

52 Seraphick Love.
dle inus, but to Cherith and Fomen,
and (if our own wilful extinion inter- B
pofe,not ) to Crown the lateer = For j§
both thefe reafons, 1 f{ay, Liadamor, 1§
doubt not but you’l think it Scafonable
for me to proceed, to confider tha
Hicher fort of Motives to Devotion,
b and to evince, that the feveral things
which are wont mott to Engage and
i Heighten our afiections, do, ina pecu-
liar and tranfcendent manncr, Shine
forth and Conftcllate in God. That, B
| : you know, which enamour’d you of
| Hevrmione, 1 nced not prove to you, to
i have been your fuppofing her full of §
Lovclinefs and Excellencics in her felf
; and your belicving, that the Love ftic§
g vouchfafed you was Great, Frce, Con-
| gzll?t,l o; Advantagious to you. And that
i thefe properties do not onely emi- 1o
nently Exiﬁ, Eut illuftrioulv Cchur inf§ thav my WC?k Eyeg-d{“%foiglﬁglclﬁﬁ
God, and inhis Love ; Imuft now, Z7:- § uponan ObJC&?“{ llcoltwiythout being
damor , ( with ftrong defires of deingit @ fatly gazc O o8 el thae 1 ferue
Profperoufly ) atrempt to manifeft. dazl'd + And donot lmi-rl erboles in the
Seél, 11, Firft then, our higheft Love is made f§  ple notto ufe {eeming yphich make the
| God’s due by the Excellency and Pre- & mention of Pcrkc&alox;)‘s; \}’ceminc RS -
rogative of Lis Nature. Bur, truft inc, B highcif H ,PerbOILS ua his W?)rd e-
Lindamor, when ( neceffirated by a Me- § Both God's Nimrc a;:' d above all blef- Neb. 9. 5.
thod exa@ed by the nature of this Dif- if  clating him to clefxtf ivcrc {eafonable, |
courfe) I find my felf engaged tf) fay @ fing and praifes RE 4 Lin-
: ome- 8
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L;"-i {
; .rgla;:wr, to entereain our felves by
IYI:) . g} ofc Autributes of God, wiiich are
0331 \t\ or (.Zonfpxcuous in che Creag
1--1b1)c T;C nught tl.ere difcern the admi.
{‘1 l races o'f fuch imn:enfe Power
vch unfearchable VWifdom, and fi ’
cxuberant G ' TR
e, P‘. codnefs, as may juttly ra.
1 vs to an Amazement at che
ther ehan a bare ation of them.
et Im a bare Admiration of them
‘dz"r ) !';]IUIE xl‘.ccds acknowledeoc, Lis
I‘}IOI’ that wien with Lold Tcrfclkopes
urvey the Old and Newly difcover’
Stars and Planets thac ﬂdO['l)ll tlli coverd
are it e uppe
Region of the World 3 and when &idﬁ

cx.crcllfnt Microfcopes 1difcern in other
wife Invi - ‘ o
vife Invifible Objects, the unimitable

( . - T b3 .
:u‘bti}_t.y of Nature’s curicus VVork:
man(lap 5 and when, in aword, by the

air \ " < {
help of Anatomical Knives, and tlic |

g%}:)i offCl:ymlcal Furnaces, I ttudy the
Bo (;tp Ai\%turc, and confult the Glof-
fes o rifiotle, Epicivus, Paracclfus
arvey, Helment, and other learn’d E ’
Q'oﬁ_cors of that Inftructive Volume Ki
hl.ld my.lclt oftentimes reduc'd to ox
;:r::n:lc wuh‘ the Plalmitt , How mrrl'ﬁz[t}
by works, O Lord? in wi, 2 has

{)hou made them all ) Andmwzlrllc{gorln Pf:f:i
\ vehe; Ifﬁng my felf in admiration of
nat I Underftand not, but enoush
tQ

o Admire, an
,m often oblige
|y Enquiries; oy apply
of God’s Creation theE
s, Paul, of chofe of his P
Qdepth of the Riches, both of

Lrowled e of God ! how unft
judgments, and bts way
Exclamations o
tentive

God's Artributes defervedly

R having el
ina peculiar Difcourfe,

damor, invite you
how much Yot an

d Fainc and ill-refin’d Virtucsst

Seraphick Love, '
{not to Comprehends 1

d to interrupt or break off

ing to the Works
xpreffion us'd by
rovidence, O the Rom. c.
the wifdom and 33
warchable are bis

¢ untraceable! And

¢ this Nature may the at-

‘Confideration of any other o
produce.But

{c-where treated of this Subject
1 (hall now, Liz-
to confider with mc,
J thofc that are Cot-

{cious to their having Virtue cnough in

themfelves, to make them prize 1t 10
Others, arcinlove with Cato, Scip10, and
thofe other Heroes, chat did Ennoble, and
Jmoft Excced Mankind, upon the bare
knowledge of their Virtues ; although
fiom them we derive 110 Perfonal advan-
tage,( their Death having numerous Ages,
preceded our Nativity, ) Since then we-
pay {fo much difincerelt Love to fome few:
hat ne’r did.
h on fuch a Score,an

ar that Rate, (hould we Love him, who.
fo pofcfles allPerfedtions,that cach of his:
Perfections is Infinite 2 VWereyouar

rofit us : how muc

ou
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ly independent upon God,without e
),

Neced or Ho
: pe to talte his \
?srn(\scfxceﬂencics,and wll:"tt?]gl;)my’ h
for O, oy
£ . im, ouch hi '
hltss ;301 IL}S did not entitle him ?O]O}ZIIFS fenc
] ence (the Source and oncly I(\)/;lc
o

nought for what W
‘ _ care, we ye
31:’: :11;11_ Lov; for whzit Hee);sL t ﬂ;_?éﬂ ,
glortous Sun , Frot , "
ﬁeaxxhs) all created i’crfeégonvsvgzl\:; y
GOd,chg they all concentre. To :)in'd
o {Oh_vhcralgn Majetty, (which pl: 5
nim fo 1gh, that but to own for l? ach
Fan iar and Levelling an aﬂb‘t'lm .
o) ;, ggu{gﬁ more to gxpe& tovbl: nRas
v Him, wer ' ,
S Him, were not the le:
refumption Man could be gufft;ﬁo?vgﬁ
g >

not hi
s own Commands make it 2 Duy.)
Letu le 8
‘ sa while &
r ' |
proper and peculiar attra-

Not to infift on thi
g}nﬁdcr thatm o s
on of Love, his Lovelinefs ; which is

fuch, that, di
Jurde:éure'compmﬂons ( efrzn(\ill? al g
ges ) would then be as Impofﬁblf:?%

Efs. 6. 5. theyare now Unjuft;
A njult. Inthe Fy
gelzﬁ s Prophetick Vifion, die gfe}r;;}izgs
them-

' nqualiﬁ’d Splen
ke Jewith fa:hion (as fome

they went t0 Pray,
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smfelves (thofe glorious Ornhaments of
1e'Caelcltial Hierarchy)are rcprcfcntcd
: Covering cheir faces in God’s pre-

, cicher Bluihing at their Compara~
ive Deforinitys of Unable to Suttain che
dor of fo Divine Bright-
ecame of olc
frequent EX-
ceilions in their Wiriters intimate) when

to Veil their heads
( though now 1 have in their

synagogucs fecn them onely Cover chicit
with thofe white

heads, not their faces,

Garments they wear at their publick Deé-
votions.) And, 1, ind amor it Mofes’s faces
by bur a few days Converfe with God,
refle@ed fuch 2 Light as dazl'd mortal
Eyes; and if his {wit Poftsthe Angels,
when {ent on Erran

_ ds ro us here onEarth,
“even when they may

efs; whence perhaps it b

and faces 3

be fuppos’d € if T
may fo {peak ) towear their Travelling
Cloaths, andftoop s much to out frail-
ty-in the Form, as the Region, they ap-
pear to us i, do, in fpight of that dark-
ning Condelcenfion, fo oauch Tranfcend
all Objets here on Earth, that the Scrip-

rure often mentions ,That even thofe that
afpir’d to imitate their Virtues, Wete
confounded at their Prefence : And if, in
this yeiling Habit,they appear {o gloriotﬁs,
that
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that their thus difadvantag’d Beaury;

made the Complement and Hyperbole

that Quality ; “what may we, or rathe;
what may we nor, conclude of God hin

Pogs. felf, of whom the Scripeure fays, Heth

than we car cither See or Comprehend,

» King. 2. Like Elfjab’s fiery Chariots, though they
1. be Puré and Bright,and confift of the No-
bleft and Glorioufeft materials, they arc

meant by God.but to carry us up to Him.

Gen. 14, And asthe Patriarch’s Steward was fur-
to---s3. Nifh’d with fo fuinptuous an Equipage to
court Rebecea, not for himfelf, but for

' - Ifaacy

ore inla
onfluenc
tesin Go

/ ino Beauties, ¥
plantedite Ear [bali be ot bear 2 be thy ading B

formed the Eye fLall be riot fee 2 That is,
He that Impartsa Faculty, or an Excel
lence to the Creature,ihall not he himfel
much more eminently Poidefs iy > Andiy
effeét, the moft unblemiih'd Created
Beauties are bur faint Shadows (or tru.
lier,Foils) of His. Thofe drops of Pret
tinefs, feateeringly {prinkled amongft the
Creatures,were defign’d to Defacate and
Exalt our Conceptions, notto Inveigle
or Detain our Pafions; for, God gid
ne’r intend them to Terminate our Love,
but onely by our Eyes to exalt our Faith
above them , and by the Beauties our
Sight can apprehend,to raife us toa Con-
ﬁcfencc, that there is in their Author more

Seraphick Love. ** 59

. {oallthe Lovelinefs i_t_pp&tt&i r::;
Brcaturc is lent it,bu; to glVC,lllS_ m
ro°d Conceptions of that
2 fity that exube=
¢ and Immeniity ibe-

d. Tomake the rlghgcﬁu e g
: ou muft _conuddcr Go

cre wont to do your

1. asyou werev | i

dﬁttheeflss, Pig;urc ang its Crziz:c,zl (S;)(é
{ na i

: here, though that .

L I\’/:‘/“‘ anZ\ Lovely, :}nd very nd[]l)é
gd, yet to §az¢ on uEwas r111co>i .
b) ) o

' {inefs of your Eyes !
e e inatc your Sight, but grccn
ily look Through and quond_lli), x;giod

Y' dored Imagc that folid vetl bet wx;
hedce Seraphick and our .Conll.ll !
behold Exterior Beauu;s w:; i]t’n
Diiterence refembling that wfgsr ith
C lE'ldrcn‘ and Aftronomers con 1 r 2o
I:Iecl:"s Optick Glades, (with on;: c:’ whieh
;‘ elefcoproes that I remember 1av

' he had
yences he mertily boafted that he ,

] i one
Trovato la Corte a Glove ) which the

prizes moft for what they Appeat s the

i ¢ Chil-
other. for what they Difcover. Fo
) L)
dren contenting t

hemfelves to \vo?cl{}ezla;
1 1
Lenoth, an fall in lovcc Wl.tT he
o 5 2. A Gildings of the Tubcs
Workmanfhipand Gl tb% o et
h Saze upon them 5 _
do thus . GEZ ok ?[ hrough them, and,
Altronomers Lo g ;

carce
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12.

to defcry in Heaven briche Stars, unf;

perfedly refemble Him,than the coun

6%

Serapbick Love, ¢ .
1, asitwere fora Petfian to offer h;(s
r,iﬁce to a Parhelion, (as the Greeks

Seraphick Love, ,
{carce taking notice of the unufual Op

ments, ot the Shape, employ them §§ : adoring the
find out unknown Lig,hts ix? the Sky, o thai\hﬁtzgx:ttgi;?}{’t eaﬁ:jﬂmor’ itg our
i fight, like that of the Prophet’s Ser-

h - » King. 6.
ho {aw the Mountains near Do » King

P

before, and other Coelettial Novelgpim

and Beautics. pant,; W ; Chariots *”
I deny not, Lindamer, that God k han covered with Hotfes and

. w et : che[_
been pleafed to adorn fome of his Croof Fite \[;.vglr egg-zd&c?.d;&iﬁie@d Eyes
tures with Hints and Impref{es,as wellfgwifc Invilile £D)E~02 5

: L : . linefs cnough in God,
his Lovelire(s as his other Excellencie ‘VO“IC}(S;E?ﬁ ({;{‘;\r’;lynexclmnc 1gn the Lan-

bue they do much more famtly and is tOﬂi -f the Prophet, How grea‘g i b Zach.g.17.
- 1 Agree-

feic Sun we fometimes fee in a Cloy L"”"%'”f S’Mdhmg”a;bigg:\g Chat as

emulates the True one, by whofe Ry ably whereunto W mat)t,raé’c mof’: powet-

fracted and RefleGted Beams, fome acu . hrelt Needles, made of the

modern Naturalifts fuppofe it to be pro fully the bri"’a;ﬁ thbfc that)md’c approadl

duc’d. For though this Derivative S pureft Steel, of all Created Be-

. ! ho
fhine with a not-inconfiderable Luftrlit; fo A“gds’ W ik L he,and the
comparatively to the reft of the dafgings:enoy the unclouded it Light,

heir Maker, do
Cloud it canobles, yet is it not orely fff mott clear Kn gv:]g‘gfﬁ(;f:cy fo fiXd, that
much inferiour to the true Sun in Bright love him wit

. . it.enj nd and fome odd Centuries
nefs, asin Height; butitenjoys alone:

in five thouf: = veh

) n e
Precarious, Dependent, and almoft Mo§ of Years, (cfflux’d fince theCreatton) .1
mentary Being, which often it lofes if§

could never fee any thing, either In God,
: -5 'R - Out of Him,capableto feduce them to
a very- Short time, and never ateains OYCI Godb’s Lovelinefs ( which is
prefervea very long one. And therclorg ? Jhmt]l%; the Erernal Fruition of himfel
. ' B fuc \ - T
to negledt thar fupreme Refplendenc Cre;tcs even His Felicity ) is like rare

that (kines in God, for thofe dim Repre- ; : ichtall its
{entatig‘;ség it,oth,at (\;fct }g c?oaltl?m ;Ptrl(;c Mufick, Whl%h,dllgugvhvil;g:ﬁdcké?&: ﬂlill
Creature, is as prepofterous, and ab- partakers, the B4 do

{urd,
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do highlieft Value, and are molt ravii and fﬁe glad Heart (t00 narrow 2 Rec?p-

with the Tranfports it produceth; bell 1,cle for fo much Joy) to make room for

proportion'd co the degrces of the Siff uch Guefts,would ftretchunto aRupture.
Longing or Joy have fometimes fingly

fulnefs of its admirers. The Apoft
Spirits indeed defered cheir firft Scar reach dDegrees,that have made them Fa-
tal 5 And why then {hould their Union

not frighted chence by any blemithil
defcryd in-God 5 but probably fell byl fuch Extremes be thought uncapable o
like effect? Nor1s 1t per-

fawcy ‘Affe@ation of a Parity, and (§ ino theli
Divines tell us) a Sacrilegiouz afpiring Ei,‘;i‘é?ﬂfofg 2 Privilege of the next Li‘c,
Perfections, which they were criminalf ihar we fhall then fee God, thanthat we

~u‘na.ble to behold, without wifhing thel \hall furvive that glorious Sight 5 which

their own.And for their prefent Sepuraiff is too dazling an Gbje& for Mortal Eyes,

on fromGod,it is their Curfe and Funit@ 1l (o ufe SO Pauls Expreffion) ourmor- s Cor. ts:
ment. And I thall ingenuoufly confefs@ 1y fkall have put o immortalsty. But Imuft s*
you, Lindamor, that by the advantaciofd 1 longer lofe my felf in a Theme, on

Tdea’s] entereain’d of God’s Perfectionsl which it is fo cafic to {peak Much, and fo
have been fomtimes inclin’d to think,ths which it 18 0 o F Ph. 1f 1 be not very

. Enoug
the reafon why God tells A1ofes, Thou ca 1mpo{ﬁble tofay Bnove fo,who prpfumc

o much miftaken, they arc o,V
f c::'cd, 33 Hot feg my fafe, for there flall no man fee nf@ oo sive us {agisfa&oryDCEnmons of Gods |
2. ard livey might be,that, (as Tran{cenden 2 erhapsmorc¢ afe-

Objeéts deftroy the Senfe) fo Lovely an

Namrc’WhiChhwelmay }i)'b'l' f its being

. mpolibility o

- Glorious a fight { whofe Continuanct lyDefine by e oy , >
fhall make our Happine(s in Heaven)

accurately Defined. And I muft co_nfcfs,

' i Idothe l’;a& expeét the beft Defcription

would let in Joys, and would create De-§ of the Divine Nature, from thofc thatare

fires, too Mighty for frail Mortality tfl moft forward rortake upon them to Expli-

fultain, The ravifb'd Soul being (hewnf cae ie: For our Words being but the Re-
fuch Game as That,would bate o cager.
ly, that {hewould break thofe Leg%hcs

prefentations of our Notions,and they be-
that tie her to the Body, (and thereby
f what's Infinite,

j ing neceffarily Finite, as our Bgin%; few
' i : menare ( me-thinks ) more likely to be
hinder her flight to thar wilh’d Union ) | miftaken in the Nature oI W :
' and@ . F an
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(and confequently of God’s Attributes).
than thofe ‘that think Defcriptions can
comprize it.” Nor will an Alfiduity and
Conttancy of our Speculations herein re-
lieve us; for too fix’d a Contemplarion. of
GodsEience does butthe more confound
Ag, 22.¢, Us-As I remember,St. Paul ells the Jews,
1. that he could not fee for the Glory ot that
light, that {hen from Heaven about hima
his Converfion.And this the famous Sz
nides experimentally found, who being
ask’d what God was, took a days timeto
confider of it ; after;being call'd upon for
his anfwer,he defir’d Two days longerto
think-uponit;ind,when they wereexpir'd,
demanded Four days longersand fo conti
ni’d a oreat while, each time Encreafing

o

his Demands for Refpite ; till,being prett
togivean Account of fucha Dilatory way
of proceeding, he ingenuoufly acknow-
ledg'd,that thelonger he Confider’dGods

Natare, the lefs he Comprehended it
And indced, Experience teacheth us,that
they that gaze ftedfaftlieft on the noon-
days Sun,can leaft of all difcern what it is,
being rathet Dazl'd than Inftructed by fo
confounding an Objeét.  Notis it onely,
Lindamor sa task of too greatDifficulty for
ameer Man, perfe@ly to Explicate that
Incomprehenfible Nature of GOdi] tg
whit

Seraphick Love. _

which nothing but his own Infinite Un<
derftanding can be adzquare ¢ But, me-
thinks,even to Celebrate God’s Perfedti-
ons,cannot be {oberly atrempted without
avery dee {enfe of a Man’s ownlnwor-
thinels and Incapacity. For,the fame Ex-
cellencies that furnifhus with Praxfcs, ;lo
ranfcend them. And the fruitfulnefs .Qf
the Subjelt may as well deterr, asinvite

our Pens;fince,as we are fure we {hallpot y i

want Theime,fo we ar¢ certain we cannot
Dienific it. And for my parts Lisidamors
though my Subject exatred of me-the
Praifes I have endeavoured to afcribe to
God,yet 1 (hould have thotight 1t~r¢qu1§;t;
rathet to decline the Laws of Mqthqd_-,
than be reduc’d to Derogate from whiae [
would Exeol: If the Necefliey of Detralt-

ing fromGods Perfe@ions were not equd

tothat of Mentioning them's and if that
Neceffity were-notas Glotious to Godj,as

reater Praifes than we arc ableto afcribe
Eim,could be. But, Lindamor having thus
ddne Right to my Method,—_tho&_xgh{ cqu!;i
not to my Thewme,1 (hall ofiely 1nvite you
{6 imitate with me thofe Per.ﬁans, that
4Ad'ored~'the'5’un,thouoht the Light he lent

: 5
them ferv'd but to make the fource of it

N3

Admired, and pot to Pry 1o his abftrufe

Effence withit, And thoughl might fay-
) F much

2

65



i ol

Seraphick Love. 67

v which firangely Valt, we need but
onfider, that we {o litele could at firlk

66 - Seraphick Love,

much more concerning God’s | '
s Perfedi.§
ons, I muft henceforth think Silence the

ropereft L ) )
}f)or Etis Silesgg’ua}%e Ibcan now employ; Deferve his Love, that he lovidus even
that beft expreiles ourfgbefore we had a Being: And our Felici-

receded our Exiftence

,in his Degrees,p

Wonder : And fure, VWonder is neverly
-+ this World. God lov’d you numerous

more f{eafonable than wh i
| ; : en God isthe
totlgjegféﬁAAPr(:ﬁlﬁate{' Veneration being§Ag Weresand his Goodnefs
pprehenfion of Him that i R (o entircly its own Motive, that even
. ce when alone you can

Inclcflnlgrchcntible. A

; owagxtnag:] g’g.sc ;Ogﬁje;ed 2 Lindamqgpretend to crit his love) is the Effe& of
i Love, for wh a)t he 20 ‘;5_}? our highciflir, This Benefit alone were fufficieat to
| now proceed tod isin by mfelf; let ufrender God the Objeé of our Loves
: the fame Truth feff"ff urther proofs offthough Vve were that of his Averfion.
h ( that your G , from what heis to Us, o Perfians ador’d the Suneven
t , Y ratitude may contend with flwhen it (corch’d them ). we clteem our
|

- el deidy tm L gt o & -

‘ Sett. Ig.h

your Reafon, which (hall moft heigh i’
} _ cheenRfelves oblig'd to Jove and honour our Pa-
out Devotion ) and we (hall find i1 the Brents in fpight of cheir being wci‘cked an
od’s Inftru-

Vaftnefs, Freenefs , Dil-incereftnefs fukind, though they be but G
i Ju&ion, and made us

Born, not Arbitrarily, but
Ordination. But God, to

he moft excellent and en-

Wl dearing manner, the blefling promisd to

His antient People, when he vouchfafe

to affure them, that be would love them Hof. 14.4.
freely, was pleafed to loveuss notonely -

when we were Not at all, buc whenwe

were his Encmies; If whes we were enemies

(faith St.Paul) we were 7 y ROML5:105

Conftancy, and Advantagi '
i agioufnefs of hisj
J &zv:a;o Il)ls, ;}bat more thgn All theoLove
, » ay him, w it il
1 tha]tswe OV‘)I,C hiﬂ;. o but aliule par g
; . But for the firfk Actribute, w
r ¢ for, ) ; e hav
? gfﬁ%n,.d his Love, (the Grc;a,cn::(s of it'g
flt'h' mnia General Property, diffufed |
” ‘ ,the:ugic all the reft, and. confpicuous in
| -apartf thufrcs now to be treated qf
.. Wefhallthen ' .
. proceed to the F '
or ynmeritednefs of God’s ove ; r;%n&fi
JicvelR

what we werc
in virtue of his
confer on us,in’t

conciled to God 2y

the death of his Som, 8tc. Our Inexiftence
. F 3 indeed
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S
' Seraphick Love.
;ﬁiescd wasa Condition,wherein nothi
God'wfs capable of beingaMotive"
; _hs ove : But our Enmity procee
urther, and made us worthy of his D
teftation; as if his Love wete nothing
lefs it Vanqui(h’d Obftacles, ‘as well
Want_ed Motives. - This gave the f‘\ ;
ftle a jut caufe to fay, that Gad ¢ 'amm

Rom. ¢. 8. :
deth bis love towards win that while wen

yet finners Chrift died for ws : Thati

wci wanted all Motivesto invitealtu'lsS ,Im J

un(efs our very Want of them lhov

gg sL forone. And how did God expre ‘
is Love unto us? Even by the Gift c?f e

Joh. 3.36. Son of his lovey For God fo loved the worl

, ‘.Ind§gnifies, and Sunk himfelf to the bofi-
tonll

(fays the divine Token of hi
. his L -
he gave his only begotten Son, ;\nc(l) ‘lll?wt :

Phil. 2. H
2 1.6 that Son Love it 3 He (fays the Apoftle

being in the form of God tho ]
beryto beequal with Gad,; th:);Z Zf ”
o‘;: 10 reputation, and took upon him the'}’of:'
:” ez ﬁ’rj;allt, and was made in the ltkenefs
. .bum Zld éeﬂ.zg found infafbion as a ma
be bu ‘,ed_ bimfelf, and became ob:dit
ot ¢ }::; ],}:Zi: th;ddelatb of the Crofs. Tha
. ould love at no lefs
;}léaingheath ; and from the fllpCtCrIsli;R‘li
heig ith of Glory,ftoop’d and abas’d him
to the fufferance of the extremeftd

Serjaphick Love. 69
oM of Abjcaedncfs, to exalt our condi- |
tion wo the contrary Excreme, He waflia 53-5:
wduncedfor owr tranfare) Gons e Wit Lruifed

for our n1GHILIES! he caftifement of our pedce

ps. 4pon him, and with bis fbripes we ar¢

healed, {aysthe prophet. Forje fnow the . Cer. 8-
grace of L#7 Lord Jefut € hrist, that though o

be was vichsyes for Jour [akes be became puors
' bt be made

that ye throuzh bis po-erly mig
yich; fays the Apoftle. Men having dil-

pleafed God, and confequently forteited

all Right and Natural Poiﬁbilit?' to Hap-.
even whiltt they comp cated the

ditions. by the

pinefs 3
Forlornnefs of thefr con
Lethargy of not being fenfible of it, and
‘were as Carelcfs to Svck means of Reco-
verys as they had been Unable to Devife
them of themfelves: Even then, his reft-
lefs Love would never be at quicts ull it
had fct his Omnifcience ot work,to con-
trive Expedients; and find outa way 1o
reconcile his Juftice and his Mercy, in 1€
conciling Sinners to Himfelf. And this'

‘mercifuf Defign, by the Incacnation ©
his Son, he profecuted in 3 way fo Wor-
ihyof Himfclf and fo Advartagious to
Us,that our jutt wonder atitmay kecp us
from having any, t© find that, as St. Feie?
informs us, the very Angels (prompted,
queﬁionlefs, by a Religious Curiofity )

: F 4 ardently
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Seraphick Love,
all the numerous Miracles recorded in thy
Gofpel, he fearee did any for his own pij
vate Relief. .And to thew, thatas heen.
dured his Sorrows for our fakes, thatk

Ha."53- 5- his ftripes we might ée bealed 3 {o were thel] felves,inre

Joys hetafted inRelation to Us. Ve real
not ( which is highly obfervable) in the
whole Golpel, thatever he rejoyc’d bu
once,and that was,when his return’d Dif.

ciples inform’d him, that they had Vico-§

rioufly chas’d Devils and Difeafes out of
oprreffed Mortals, and that by his Auths.
#ity men had been difpoffefs'd of both the
Tempter and Punithment of Sin. He con
vers’d among his Contemporaries with

Virtttes, as well a’ttet}iﬁg‘whafhe was,as

Prophccies or Mirdcles could do 5 anid,to
teachMan, how:ntuch he vala’d Hima-

bove thofe Creatures that Man makes his §

Idols, heoften altered and fufpended the
Courfe of Nature, for Man’s Inftruction;
or his Relief, and revers’d the Laws efta-
blith’d in the Waiverfe, to engage Men

to obey thofc of God, by doing Miracles §

fo numerous and great,that the fews Un-
. o )

belief may be almoft counted One.  Yet

were thofe wonders wrought for a Gene-

ration that afcrib’d them to the Devil,

and Return’d them with fo unexemplifi'd

an Ingtatitude,that "tis not the leaft of his §

wonders,

Seraphick Lo've.hf f ; 73
‘ ould vouchfate to wot

\Xoncﬁtst%t?;t ftfrﬁlch blafphemous wret=
d?e);: VWho were indeed, as fon}\e ”?l t e;
Lager Jews havetoo truly ftyl d Them

‘ lation to their chhers,c hqmetz.
*ben ya-yin, Vinegar the Child fofhv;lllll)er,() é.l'
moft degenerate Od-fpring of holy

enitors. He {uffered {0 much for them,
%h ;
A

{ufered the

it the TrangrefJo . |
-’I'fitvh’d ::s muclfa Miraclc as any He Did,

ot did his Condition {fometimes appcsltr
' )[(o Defpicableand Forlorn,thacmenco

o ;
not know his Goodnels,

In-
which was too bel}?,rlgw errxc
* communicably to God.And thoug

i iours,Greater Love
onche afaying ?ftz%‘issav:bat a)man luy down Jolu15.13
bath. no man than thiss : :
bis life for bis Friendss yet1s pot’,dwhat éz
{aid of the Love here mentioft d, tgne
. ) tobe
undetftood of Love Indcﬁr;_ lttfl);',gl:e)A&s
tallyconﬁdered,but onlyoft ;: 1 gleAds
or Expreffions of a mans %v'e to b
" frinds Com ard betwixt themlelves.
he alleg’d patfage {cems tomean
fin {?-t cEI'ahatg:almohcr the fingle A&s of
but this, < g : '
kindnefs toaman’s friends ,g}ere 1? nao:ea:l
i ve o
ny One more highly cxpre N
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and fincere'Love, than to part with one
Life for their fakes. This Text therefor
would not be Indefinitely applied to the
affection of Love it felf, as if it could nat
poflibly be Greater than is requifite to
make a man Content or Willing to dye
for his friends; for he that facrifices befides
his Lite, his Fortune alfo, his Children,
and his Reputation, does thereby exprefs
morc love to them than he could do by

' Earting with his Life only for them. And

e that is forward to Dye for thofe thet

Hate him, or, at leaft,know him not, dif- |

clofes a more plentiful and exuberant
ftock of Love, than he that does the fame
Kindnefs but for thofe thar Love him,
And thus our Saviour would be under-
ftood, unlefs we would fay, that he Out~

practis’d what he Taught ; for, he came | f

to Iay down his Lifeeven for his Enemics,
and (like the kind Balfom-Tree, whofe
healing-wounds weep Soveraign Balm to
cure thofe that made them)he refus’d not

to Dye for thofe that Kill'd him,and (hed

his Blood for fome of them thac Spilt it.
And fo litele was his injur'd Love tothe
ungrateful World difcourag’d or im-
pair’d by the favage Entertainment he met
with in it, that, after he had fuffer’d from
wretchedmen(for whofefakes he leftHea-

ven -

on to become cap:
L. .barous Indignitics,
| or2 Punifhments app

hen 1 fay, to hope I
I;’iudon were Prefumptt
10 Create

ircue.. Nor't
ove, a Virtue. y Lindamirs
{:n extinenit toour prefent Theme, £

1 infift fo much on what

Seraphick Loves 75

¢ fuffering) fuch
Cndis Capabli: might have made -
ear Mercy,and even

If feem no more than Juttices
for fo much as his

onghe was pleas’

f no lefs thanhis
Confidence % ol i,

rueley it fe

Chrift has Done

' himfelf
; ’ us, fince both he elf
and S_llffel' dtfgf H,e hs Father are omi : ]gi‘?",;z}?,’ ‘
o e Iready mention’d yo .
And fome of tth_Etha rea Zn o o i
v us, that ‘twas ,
}évg’;a}lg\lr]et al(» to the World, that He 5, v
o .and,’

e b4 ° to Redeem 1t )
gavebis onlybegot e Lov towar’ds #5, Rom. 5. 8.
That God commendeth bis Love owardisns

ir that while we were jet_{inmrs.ci] by Sczu -

or wh Whe‘reforelﬂmallth ot}; -
roceed to obferve to you :,th o

Free is Chrift’s dile&!o.n, Eha; e Bg an :

condition of out Felicity 1s ‘ourH Belict,

thac he is difpofed to makeus appy 3

; onorabletohimy
on Tearms,not only foH I was.

T M hat,
bue fo Advantagious tO{T‘IJ::i, tFaith ie felf
about to fay, 1;22%&3 ;s t);quiﬁte toour

‘ ' ebe i
: ;Vlgulpdiﬁccafz but that the Condlé;og c}roiss
cnc};eafe the Benefit, by vouchia n]__;?

tions of it : Fors.

bold and early,AnticiPa Faith

ple p
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) 76 Seraphick Love, | Sgraphtl: :eoize an Effet, an
Faith being (as the Apoftle tearms t) thfihg at the Poles bg'_’ g] 'becgﬂ I]xvigor,at(_:cl_
Heb.x5.1. fubft ance of things hopedfor, and:evidepfcgument OF 16 13VIS P00 4 1 nfuence
(or convition) of things not feen, Wil the Loadfionclclécnetickliody-, yet is
I our Joys to this fide of the Grave, boipfgiom {fome ot fC‘f & unto the North the
| Heaven down to us, till our freed Spirinfiiot that ?he ig raion of the Irom’s be-
i can foar up to Heaven 5 and does us fiid aufe,but the h Pcma&ive Mineral. 7 bo% ey (15,
‘ afervice, ‘asthe Jewith Spies did to theyf§ing drawn by; Y aood {ays the Plalmift to es.
i Country-men, by bringing them over wf#t g‘;”d"md {‘I:\g rgatgefs of hisG
1 Numb.13. This fide Fordan intoy'the,'Wildemefs' | ms_Makcr. he'gh makes it Ours 5 fot
i3 3 27- & fome of the pleafant and Delicious Friity nefs 18 that Whe d.becaufe that YWeare
of the bleft Land of Promife, I faid, Lir§doth Fe dous g(()e‘o He is liberally fo;as the
£ damor, that Faith wastHe grand Conditl.§ good,but bccauDun hils, not out of auy
on required in God’s free grant of Eiter. j§ Sunt fhines On gs find there, but be-
- nal Life. Not thatIwould afcribe any Inv1tat1_°“.h‘f.-B§Ia;?ure to be diffufive of
thing to a Lazy, Speculative, and Barrr§ cgufe. .. %us with this differences that
Faith, in oppofition to thut lively ardf§ bis Lighe.: Y€, Bounty,by being rather
‘A&ive one,which is called by theApoftle, whereas the Sun's us chxi a Favour, de-
Gal. 5. 6. misis Qi iy s egyziuiv, Farth operating byt a0 Advantage tc;nd not our Thanks, be-
Love s fince I am informed by St, Fame, ferves our -?y.’ madgl)eﬁgnlcﬂysﬁﬁ
Juma6. that he Divérce of Faith and Works s [§ caufe his Villsare HoE e fon of 1ad-
as Deftriiétive to Religionsas that of Soul || without 82¥ B 0 ' :
and Body is to Life : Butthar 1 was wil: [ drefs>(®Y HERER o b0 Bow ancin-
I(iggi]to mind you, that thoughtriie Faith § 3 that whic when their Beds ate too:n#s
G

ich cries ; bildves M 10 Str€ams, W _
ich cties like Rachel,Give me Childres N o contail the rencwesk ¥

- oo ceffantly fwellthe extiberant SOHE-
igin l)“c(go:)d ony'the conrrary, for betng 3&1
colfarily kind, is not lefs Freely or -

" orelfe I dyéY be ever the pregnant Mother
of good Works,vet are not thofe Works
the C%ufci but the Effe@s and Sigt}s-of
God’s firft Love to Men, (however after- |§  ¢©. .
ward the Children may, Nutfe their Pa- § llgmglyfoat°°¥°&:;‘§‘(§1ﬁcativen&s o
rents, ) - As, though the Needle’s point- {ome kin Efential

' ing
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fafing ic tothisor that particular Perfofifide, to €ngag
are purely Arbitrary. To omit his LogjaPardon, repre

Seraphick Love. 79
People which thot broughteft 64t Exod. 32-

Eflential to his Goodnefs, yet his Extenthems Thy . ) 7
o without Elimfelf and hisVoublfthe Landof SEQIE: Mofes,on the othee 7

God tathe New mercy of
fents to God his Former
4 calls them Gad’s Peoples v, 1.

encagc

to the numberlefs Ele@ Angels ; tifmercyto themaa;)‘t Forh out of - the Land of

ftri& Relations betwixe the Perfons of e whic
Blefled Trinity, fupplying God with Il #£2yp*s
ternal Obje&s, which imploy’d his Kind hand.

nefs before the Creation, and Himfe

being able to allow his Goodnefs the
Extent of Infinity for its Diffufion, Bu
( having glanc’d ar this onely by the By)
we may yet further admiringly obferve)
That whereas Men ufually give freelief
where théy have notgiven before, and

of their defiftance from giving any more,
Thatthey have given already: Gods boun-
ty hath a very citferentMethod; for he ufes
to give, becaufe he Hath given, and, that
he May give. Confonantly to whichy
when the revolting Ifvaelites had broken
the Contents, whilft Mofes was bringin

thein the Tables, ofthe LA W, andiai
thereby provok’d the Incenfed Giver of it
tothe thoughts of a fuddain Extirpation

of fo Ingrateful and Rebellious a People ; B

we may obferve, That, whereas God, as
unwillingto remember his former Good-

nefs to them, fpeaking to Mofes, calls
' them;

ther, that when {1

make it both the Motiveand the Excufcl§ the firlt Inducements O

d invite and givc Rates - to

} his Bounty 3 itis but ju

He brow : .
o w?th-g%tat poweryaiid with a nghty_ -
And fo cenfpicuous in the Eternal
' erty of the Merciful Fa-
ck Lazirw’s St(}ets ima
Relcue for their ex{piring Bro-.
ther, the Motive they ¢mploy, and which

i addrofles, was, Lords be-.
Profper’d theirad ulove;h o but heJeh. e

$on was this prop

plored his

1ld, (not, he whonk. " And as he takes

’, 4 )
wham thos Tovels £ his Bounty from

r Favours both
his fuccfeed@ng
qofnos. And there is reafon for it:
g:)?gli? ;)urc Eove being all the Mcr;t, b;%
which Man can .pretend t0 the Effeétso
t,that the Degree

 imfclf 3 {o dohis forme

3

i yorti fe Fa-
f his Love . fhould Proportiod tho

:om:, which ’tis our only Titleto 3 fnd
that God’s Liberality thould as wellat-

as Motives to it felt.
forilxc?glgfé’s Jove lefs Dif-interefs’d Seft. 14«
than Free. His grand Defign upon us 1
bue to make us Inftruments and Partakers

of. His Glory, and to br(i;g us to'ever ﬁé
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yetconfefs, thatthe Divine Nature mug

Tranquility, adding, (tobring this
preiem pur;,ofc ) ?l,'lat( ’ﬁs’tmg thisto ol

cemmenePrivala dolore omit, pri :
. riclis g s prevata pe
Ipfa fm‘s pollens op;g”, , aibil iﬂd@

noftri,
Whereby he acknowledges ,

That from all grief: ers
o e ,gr efs and flanbexg (,)f
Rich in it felf, it has of us noneed.

_ Or,if youwill have him ] seak of the god
inthe Plural, like a Heathlz'n P:et: Slggd s

~ Far above griefs ard dan(éer, thofe bleft

. Powers ,

- Rich tntheir Native Goods, need none of
0urs,

. A much Nobler P v .

bt an . g er Poet tells us, Thatth
a.-24 Y. Eaypth 45 the Lord’s, and the fu!nifs thercoff
the world, andthey that dwell therein. A

- Prov. a6, greeably whereunto, that Great God that
formed all things, (asinour Tranflation

the Scripture calls him) fays in one of the
P ralﬂls,

Seraphick Love. 33

of the G
overnment of the World ; does Dfalms,/f I were bungry,] would not tell thee, Plal.sc.12

the 1world is mine, and thefa Liefs theredf.

necellarily enjoy a Supreme and endlek His Ubiquity excludes all wifhes of Re-
move, by making his Eflence uncapable
of Exclufion 3
defire to tranfport Himfelf chatis Every
where, and can with himfelf in no placc
where he is not already » His fufficiency-is
fuch, that he can fee no Goods, but what
he Gives, or Hath, (or rather both beltows
and potletfes ) his Plenty being {o uncx-
hautted 2 Spring of Goods, that his Libe-
lity does lefs impoveriih God, than the
sun’s light does him
ledge impairs the Teacher’s Stock. And

therefore, though St.
allGod, 7he Father of Lights, who is the Jam. r.17.

or, Whither (hould he

or imparted Know-

Fames do very jultly

bettower of every good and cvery perfe&
Gift 5 yet the Frieod of God, (as the Scrip- jam.2.23.
wre calls Abrabam) and that Royal Pricit, ’
(whom the WVriter to the ~Hebrews Heb.y. pei
waches us to have been fo Illuttrious g form.
Type of Him, whom he calls, The bighyg, 5. 1.
Prieft of our Profeffion) do both of them in
the fame Chapter ftyle him, 7bhe PoffefJor Gen. 14.
of Heaven and Earth. No, no, God needs 18. 22.
not beg From, or covet Inthe Creatures
(hallow fireams, thofe goods, of whichhe .
not only Hath, but is the Soutce. Our
greateft Services to our Cheator muft be

' G 3 to

L]
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Minifters of his' Altars .thall not violare
them with Impunity, but find Him (what
the Writer to the Hebrews callshim ) 4
:‘;" '3 confuming fire.; Who will be Glorifi'd
before all his people,either by the Obedi.
ence of thofe that approach’Him, or by
theit Deftruétipn. Soto Evidence, tha
God can' derive Satisfactios as wéll from
the Exercife of provoked Juftice, as from
that of his provoked Mercy ; the facred
Orator ufcs this remarkablé Antanaclafis,
Deuc. 18" And it [ball come to pafs that as the Lovd re-
€3. jeyced-over you to do you good, and multiply
you 5 fowillthe Lord vejoyce over you to de-
flroy y-u, and bring you to raught. Thus,
;hough itbe truly faid of God by the Pro-.
kam 3 33 lyy nior grieve the Children of Men @ (and
thereforethe determined Confumption of

the whole Land, which our Bibles Eng. .
lith,God'’s work bis firange work other Tran. .

1f2.28.31. {lators read, Opus alienum fuum) Yet when
the fins of Incorrigible offenders are grown

to that provoking Heighth, thathis Mercy
intercedes no more to avert or fufpend

‘the infliGtions of his Juftice ;- then how
muchhe canfarisfie himfelf in Deftroying

thofe that Would not be Preferved, may

be ghefs'd atby thar formidable Expreffion

In Ezekiel 5 where, having fore-told what

: ‘ | havock’

ha'vbik the
ftilence r
Eteabic' and difpers’d Ifsaclites,

kind of “Emwiniov) Th
:ck£0mpltfbea', and 1 will caufe myfuryto

phet eremiab,that be doth not affiié willing-

Seraphick Love.

Sword, . the. Famine, and the

ke amongit the intra-
(hould make e

rest

. and I will be .comfurted. The
g:)'\zvtli];?; of the Damned as well.{ounc}
forth his Praifes, asdo the:Hal’l.clu jahs o
the Saints 3 they bothdo fingto hnln an
everlafting Canticle of praife’; 0;16 y111£
this great Confort of his whole Pt’e' -

ent Creation, the defignlefly conipiring
%’oices are as differing as the _(’Iondlimnrs
of the refpedive Singers. Hell’s darknels
doth as well contribute o God’s Glory,as

Heaven’s Eternal Splendor : As Shadows,

judicioufly plac’d, ,d]q n? lefs praife the
)N han do the livelier an
I()?cl:l];f;:s.t And as whenthe Earth dot

fond black, noifome, and fulphureous Ex-

: alas, they
halations up towar the 3:‘ c:)mPolae the

h not Heaven, nor ’
rS;alfércs ; bueall the,Storms and Thunders

’luce fall on that Globe they came
?:xsr;; :hcre do all their ml_fchlef : So,
the wicked may VVrong God indeed, yet

! by all
hey really Harm,but.themfelves :
gloegr eyreate& fins, which trouhlgli I-nlmnt!;

chiefly,but becaufe they neceflitate

p}mim them : for the tranfgreffions ;ha::l gfz

87

Ths [ball mue anger be Exck.133

bnghter ,




38 Ser dphl.t* Love,

moft Provoke God do him
Harm, An impious pesfen ma;oz :ﬁ;ﬁ‘:
~ lately inform’d us ) hurt 2 Man,as himfe}
is, not that fupremely blefled Deity f;f
R(}fult of whofe Infinite Perfeétign’s its :
rebc.l‘mflﬂmg ngpmc—fs, which is as infe aa
fga e from Him as his Effence. Our{))f.'
érlxces may derogate from his Accefﬁc;mi
Ic;ry, not from his Eflential Felicity ; of
rather, the moft defperate Sinnersb t’he'r
igr?l;ittee&t hCrm(;les,I ﬁ,ﬂ but Change tl)‘lle A:t
ey fhould bring hono .
but oppofethe glorifyiné’ of his got:énggg

to occafion the glorifying of his Juftice ;|-

finee he will be infallibl ifi'd
he bly glorifi’d, {c
L
ering; ir Practice of Dutie :
3?dmiesnl:§r 1852. Thus vou fee hci\,as ll.ilt)t?e
. olden to you for '
;r;%él:sl’lé I;)Qor wilggz {core b);oggr];zlcggl;
y your Addreffes and A
fo:- H:;aven. - Canaman (faysnE I{;tlj:mz)pétz
pr g:aé ’Ie 120 God, as be that is wife may bs
fb’: Aszg';f;;zz;zpﬁy oty ;thl ety
. y on ars yighteo; 1/
;n;r; wga bim that thou m:l‘-fﬂi;o;“:a;: ;i:f
"y 1;{ PE C ?ngmﬂly to which fence the
6. Pf mi ays, My Goodnefs exctendeth not to
A‘I’“,' hThe fire thag we kindle on God"s
tarsheatsand enlightens Us,bue warms
not

Job 33,
3 3.

~ Obfcures it. Alas,

. Seraphizk Love,

fiot Hedven at fo diltant a remove, "nor is
wanted it the Sun’s refidence:
gl the Redolence of the Perfumes and In-
cenfe we butn upon his Altars, the Smoak

We have

doth vanith €’r ie can reach the Sky, and
whilft’tis undifperft, buc Clouds, and but -
our Beft Performan.¢s

are as ufclefs Services toGod,as theHeir’s
Father 1s

bringing YVaxto his departing
1o him, which adds not any t ing tothe
Rich man’s ftore, and is by him defird and
accepted, oncly to Seal away a Fortune
this Son, Though therefore itbe true,
that God isPleas’d with ourPetformances,
yetis that VWelcome he vouchfafes to give
hem, fo far from enabling us by them to
- Requite his Love, that it encreafes the
Unrec\;llitednefs of it 5 Since Heis delight-
od with them,as they afford him juft Rifes
to reward them. How far from Mercena-
ry is then God’s Bounty 1 fince he accepts
onr Acknowledgments of his former blef-
fings, (chiefly) to make them Qpportuni-
ties of conferring frefh ones s as %;od old
1faac defir’d his Son’s Venifon, that from Gen.27.4.
Meat he

the Relifthing of that favour

mi%lzt take an Opportunity to lefs him,
~ And the better to difcover how Difin- Set. 15,
terefs'd God’s favours arc, let us further

confider, how little they are Requitablfe 3
' A or
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1 Chiron.
29.1x~16.

Seraphick Love,
for we can give him nothing but his own,
(nor, Heaven knows,all thar neither) 5 and
both the Will and Power to ferve Him
are His,upon fo juft and many Scores,tha
we are unable to Retrilute, unlefs we do
Reftore; and all the Duties we can

pa
our Maker, are lefs properly .'Re‘quitalz
than Refticutions. VWhen David and hi

Officers had offer’d towards the Struure
of that Magaificent Temple, which they
feem’d Ambitious to make a Manfion
inferior to Heaven onely ; the King him-
felf gave three thoufand Talents of ¢ Gold,
and feven of refin’d Silver ; and the Heads
of the People, five thoufand Talents (be-
fides ten thoufand Drachms) of Gold, ten
thoufand Talents of Silver,eighteen thou-
fand of Brafs, and a hundredg thoufand of
Iron, (aTreafure, of whichI {carce re-
member to have read the like in any Hi- -
ftory) befides a number of all manner of
Precious Stones,capable of impoverithing
the very Zndies : They perfum’d this noble
and unequall’d Offering with a folemn
Confeffion,which perhaps inGod'sefteem
was much more precious than It : Thire,
O Lord , (f{aystheRoyal Prophet in the
name of all) 7s the greatnefs, and the power,
and the glory, qnd the Vilory, and the maje- -
fy s for all that is in heaven and in earth is
) thine, *

Seraphick Love,
thine. . Thine.is the Kingdom,

O Lord, and

' rd 4 b riches
t excalted as bead above all Bot
:x;:f: l::mr come of thee and thuw veigneft over

i thine band is power and might,
:51121 i:t,l:‘t?ne band it is to make greaty and t:
give ftrength unto all, Now fher’:for;', ;10::“
God,, we thauk. theey and praffethy g 07; ”
Name. But who am 12 and what 96 my ,;e Pr 3
that we fbould be ableto offer fo mll;ng ly af(; Zf
this fort 2 For all things come of ther, an of
thine own have we given thee. For we ae e
Strangers beforethee, and So]aurn_eri;, as Zs e
all our Eathers. Our days on Eart ‘geLord
{badow, and there 15 none abiding. ord
wr God, all this flore thas we have prepa

] ly Name,
d thee an Houfe, forthy bo .
tcz:zt::{a of :;J?ne hand, nd 1 all tzme own.

who ({ays the Apoftle, ina Quaeftion tq};?; Rom.su.
imports its own Negative) bath firft gtven 35, 36.

. aud it [ball be recompenfed to him
?gﬁi'zl ? aFor of If?’;m, and throuzh bzm,aLnd to
him, are all things. Nay, even %u]g %\éc
it felf (that oxl)]r Magﬁ gprg{ gtt; E ;(l:'up:

oth pa is Debts, '
q?;::gdl:?xtn Withpth}; Prerogative t% Coin
£ Defires and Wiihes of an Arbitrary
value ) is here unable to d-lfch?]r e g}r
Debts: our Love being too muc I{ e n:

fe, to be capable of being the Recot

4 Divine
penceof God's. And furely, th¢A ni;lrlll&:
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‘1Joh. 4. Amotift had canfe to' fay, ‘that bereinit
10. love,not that we boved Godbut that be loved

Seraphick i Love, . 93
affive, and the Receivers in this
Gommerce. - VWewould fain contribice

¢ always .tefrain
: #. And, asthe fame Apoftle clfewhere fometbings an%u: avn\?ﬁthes to e¥1creafe his
| 1 Toh. 4, {puaks, we lovebim becanfe bég?rﬂ. loved sw; &om‘-lev[?t mt% whom we owe all ouss.
ﬁ 1. If; in cffect, welook upon theunworthy | Happinels,

4 ome holy Perfons ( particularly St.
ﬁg%gx)n h?geylw the Exuberance ;ff thC:r
Gratitude and Devotion, been traniport=
od to make Withes, and ufe Expreflions,
wherein their Affections had 2 gteate:i
(hare thari theit Reafon, and which argue
them much: better to apprehend , How
much God defervid of them; than( How
litele he néeded them.  Buts upo& cc(onof
Thoughts, we fhall find, that ehg aufe @
our Grief ought toturn iinto out, Joy,
fince the Defireswe would frame, :lxln%ﬁg
atGod's being infinitely happy,are LE -
flled before they are Conceived, an l:l a{i
in the moft Advantagious and Nod el
way-:_For, could God’s happinefs &t:u

Acceffion by our accomplith’d WV:( ::

there were thena poffibility of his Vvant:

ing fomething o reader it Cc’m.pleat.b A

fure, 'tis 3 more Supreme felicity to be A

Natute tranfcenidently above All Clgr' e

of Bleflednefs, tl?vnit(% receive the Greats
' eﬁ'tlb: t ?ﬁggﬁow to the Coqﬁancy :i Sett. 16,
| God’s‘g..ovc: VWe cannotentereain of (i o

Conteft, betwixt God’s Mercies,and moft
Men’s Ingratitude, and: but refle upor
the fmall x?(etu_m of Love thatche greateft
Disburfements of His do -ufually bring
home ; we cannot bur acknowledge, (as
Duvtd in the lately mention’d Scriprute
did)} chat our Loving God for his Favours,
is one of the greareft Favours that we love
him for., SoUlnrequitable is God’s Love;
and fo Infolvent are Weé, that that Love
valtly improves the Benefit, by which
alone we might have pretended ‘to fome:
ability of Retribution. And founlimited
1isthis Impotenceof ours to recompence
or repay God’s Dile@ion, thac it extends
to, and fetters our very Withes. For God
enjoys an AfHuence of Felicity, fo perfe@
and entire, that ever our'Wiihes can aim
at: nothing for him-Worthy of him, un-
lefs inftructed by what he ‘already aGiu-
ally poflefles. And the Senfe of this {fame
very Impotence, to fome of the greatett
Proficients in Seraphéck Love, appears not
the leaft uneafie Property of it. It grieves
us fenfibly, ta fee our feives reduc’d to be

onely’

]
o
|
;
r

1
g
'
5
]
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ariy Apprehenfions, inot: altogeth
wfn:‘thy‘of .-hixp 5 and 'ctim'inﬁy Injfxr}h
to'him, without believingyi That to.thin
that he Can be: Inconftant, " is as.grear
Crime as twere a Mifery to find him fo
.Hgs ‘L'ove is’like his Eilence, immutab}
Eternal , reaching from ,Evcrlaﬂing'"tz
Bverlafting, it preceded the Nativity.of
Time, and will furvive its utmolt Period
Joh.13.1.and Obfequics. Hauving loved his om
;z;)btc/adwe;‘r_e in'tﬁe world, be loved them un

' e end, fays the Evangelitt : |
Jam .17, ¢, _%me»hid told us, %hatﬁ e‘z/ei_yAziy hff?
and every perfelt gift 45 from abovejand cfm*
etli down from the F ather of Lights,he adds
(to complete our Confolation) with whon
15 10 Vatablenefs, neither [badow of turning
Of his. own, will begat he wi of the word o)}
trutl{. And, in effe@, fince God takes the
Motives of his Love to Us,from Himfelf
?\Im from Us, the Unchangeablenefs of hi;
Cﬁtuge feems ftrongly to infer chat of his
Charity, and our Happinefsin it. .For, 1
Mal, 5.¢, M the Lord, I change uot 5 therefore ye Sors
of Facob are it confumed, fays God by the
lattof his Prophets : And in Feremiah he
tells his people , -7 have lov'd thee with an
. everlafting love. And what God once faid
x> t'? the generous Fofbua, I will never leave
thee wor forfake thee, is by the Writer to
the

94

N for the gifis -an
fame Auchor ¢

pentances - ] ‘
due to his Anger defteoy ‘the Immutabili<

ty of his Love, fince even'that Anger isan
EHe&t of it, proceeding. fr
Impatience-of
the Face he loves too well to
mithinic's
Child an Obje& fit for a larger, Meafure
of his Kindnels : :As when.we beat the
Dutt out of a Suit we fa
out of Anger; but one

Seraphick Love. Y

the Hebrews appli'd toBelieversin general?Hev.x3.s.
enerd sk

d callfng of - God (lays the! om. "s1.
llewhere ). are without rea 7
Not do thofe Croffes that {eem

om a Fachetly.
'doffin
ce aBle«

and from his Defire tofechis

fecing a Spot unwi

ncy, we {trike nat
nely to remove that
which doth Sully it, and ‘hinder s ‘to
take that Delight in it, which our fond-
iefs would b pleafed with a juft Caufe
to find, As many s 1 love, I vebuke and cha-Rev. 3.19.
ften, (faysour Saviour.) And,/ kiiow, O Plal 1196
Lord, (faysthe Plalmitt) thatthy Fudg-"*
ments averight, and ihat thou in fasthfulnefs
haft afflifled me. The Furnacc of Aftliction

¢ to Refine us from our

being micant bu
Eau?nly droffinefs, and Soften us for the

Inpreffion of God's own Stamp and
Image. The great and merciful Architect
of his Church, (whom not onely the Phi-
lofophers have ftyI'd, bue the Scripture it
felf calls TexiTss, an Artiftor Artificer ) Heb, 110

employs notonus the Hammer and thete:
H Chizzely
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t Petz.g. busng. Stowes, s ma
Strengthen his heavenly Strucure, Noris §P

, .Semphitk Love.
Chizzel, with an intent to VWound o
Mangle us, but only to Square and Fahi-
en-our hard and ftubborn Hearts into fuch
both Grace and

God onely thus'Conftant to his Love, but
tohisLovelinefs. Our Female Beauties
arc ufually as fickle in cheir Faces as their
Minds, and more certainly in the former;
becaufe, though Cafualties (hould fpare
them, Age brings in a Necefliey of 2

Change, nay, a Decay 5 leaving our Do-

ters upon Red and White ingeflancly per-
plex’d,by the incertainty both of the Con-
tinuance of their Miftrefs’s Kindnefs, and
of the Lafting of her Beauty, (both which
are rieceflary to the Amoris¥s Joys and
“Quiet ) : for, fometimes, when the Mi-
ftrefs’s humour doth not change fo Much,
as to prove guilty of the fault of Incon-
ftancy,her Face alters Enough to make her
Lovers with Inconttancy no Fault; or,
that (he had committed it,that her Fickle-
nefs might afford them the Excufe of
Imitation or Revenge. But, in Devotion,

we are equally fecure from both thefe,

Dangers. Since God doth not defift from
blefiing us with His Love, nor ceafes ever
from deferving the Heighth of Ours. Nor
is he onely conftant in making us the Ob-

jects

.S‘er‘a'pbick Love.
jedts of his Love, butalfo in bending and
enclining us to make him the Object of our
frongelt Arfe&tions s {o that he ot onely
ctfilts in continuing tous both the Offer
and the Value of his Love, bq: petfeveres
t give us a receptive Difpofition to Wel-
come it t6 us,and refle 1t up toHim, The
want of fuch a Difpofition loft Adam Pa-
adife, and the Falln Angels Heaven s
there being to the Objeé thac muft fecure
our Love firch a Nature teq%lﬁ.te in refe-
ence to our Atfe&ions, as Philofophers
e pleas’d to afcribe to the wotld’s Gen-
e in relation to Heavy Bodics, \{vhlch,
they teach us, that Magnetick Point has
the double Faculty, not onely to Draw
thither, but ro Keep there.  For fo Un-
toward and Crofs-grain’d are We, in
point of our_own Good, and fo unfit to
Procure, and rcady to Defert, our own
Felicity, that neither its Excellency s a
fufficient Motive to carry our addrefles to
it, nor its Polleflion a competent Tye to.
intercept inusall defigns of Revolrs and
Divorces : But we muft be ufed as peevith
Children are,who, (on the one fide) when
their Mouths are out of tafte, and they

B tefufe to take what is neceffary for them,
mult have it not onely Offer’d them, but

Forc’d them, and be (asit were )
KRR g Made
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oerd Seraphick Love. " 99
Made to receive it; and who (on the othes ireaten riothing of Formidable to Yours. -
fide) mult be reitrain’d from Gadding, For, Abfence (which fo divorccs us from

when the Beauty of the Manfions they live] - ° (hich animates us, that Lovers do
in cannot iavite their Stay; bue ticy would :xot {o improperly fyle i Death, if -
gladly leave the proudett Palaces Archis Dedth be bue the Scparation of Soul and
tecture can boatt, to Run iito the Screet, Body ) b God’s Ubiquicy we are fecured
aad Datble in cthe Kenncl. All thefe three fon};, ’ l—')l’c is ever prfent With Us, or
Properties of Divine Couittancy are na r?hcr’ InUs. You that not long fince fo
ill Shadow’d in ‘the o{)crations of the ﬁ Ly valo’ 4 the C pportuniticsaof Con-
Load-ftoné, {a Mii.cral, in which I have ve%(inyo with your Mittrefs for fome few
made too many Fpcrimicnts, not tobehyoy coes, (hall here find your Privileges
by you allow’d to make foive Compari-}. = .4 2 etmifion, 5ay, an Invita-
fors wit.) For, firft, it never forfakes it (iO}l:, of entertainine the Objeé of your

Inclinations for the Steel: next, beingly, = o a1l rimes.” No hour renders your
united to it, it reeains fo conftantly its At. |

five Onalities . that ir eives not h vifits “Unfeafonable, nor ro length "gcgl-
tra l‘}' Qualities , ¢ ;-' Du({s not thel c: He is rather welcomelt to God that
Needle 2y Motive of dcferting it;Q oo o him Ofenett, and ftays with him
and thirdly,it doth p%ver rightly touciithe§r oo VWhat favours were vouchfaf’d
amorous Steel, withour leaving.an lav§ "% anciene Prophetefs, ( who' was
‘preffion, which ever after dxfpofcs it t0'a 14 wife onc of the firt Evangelifts ) who
Converfion to that ,M'l.gncuck Pofture, for miany yea’rs}"ii?partfd ot From the Tem= Luk.2 37,
which bett fits it to receive freth Influen-§ 0 p [erved God wi b Faftings and Prayers &
ces. Towhich, let me add this other Re- [t 0 e iy o b Fopinaino £St. Luke's

ok 37 A " | Night and Day, the beginning ot ot.
femblance, betwixt God’s work on Us,

. Gofvel may inform vou. ~ Lhe midnight Ag.6.25,
and the Load-ftore’s onthe Iron, that the pel may 1P
Kind Stone attracts a Needle toit, notto

Hymris of Paul and Sélas did not.onely not > &e.
: : Difturb. or OFend him they prais'd, but .
Advantage it fclf by that Union, bat to ocurd the vifit: of an Angel to bring
Impore its  Virtue to what it draws,  Be- fbem iiraculosand unex ected Liberty,
fides, Abfence and Rivals, thofe frequent %57 proof of the Accepta JYenefs of ‘their
Ruiners of other Lovers happinefs, can ffém};hol unfeafGhable Devotions. VWhen
; ‘ threaten "+ _-°y H 3 Enoch

)
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Geng.22,
23, 24,

Exod. 34.
30.

~ for his Importunity, fo fignal and radia

Seraphick Love. Seraphick Lo;ve. 101
Enoch had walked with God as many yeay ke them defervea contrary
as the year has days, God was fo far fron t,l:;ne’ an]g;:ﬁ amorous Soul may fay to
being Importun’d or Tir'd by that laﬁi’rg 2;'od with David , Thau knoweft my dowh-Pil. 139.

Aﬂic’fuity, that vouchfafing him an uneg
ampled Exemption from Death, he wy
pleas’d by a new and anearer Cut to Hes
ven, to admit him to a yet Clofer, mor
Immediate,and more Undiftracted Com.
munion with himfelf. And when s
had {pent no lefs than forty days and fon)
nights in Converfing ( if I'may ufe fo Fs
miliar a tearm) witE God in the Mount,k
brought down thence,inftead of a Penanc

a Teftimony of God’s peculiar Favou,
that his dazled Country-men were
much Difabled, as Invited, to gaze ona
Obje& of fo much Wonder, And - then,
How proiid do we fee many Lovers o
their Sufferings, when (he buc Knows of
them for whom they are endured ?» Butia
Seraphick Love, there is not the leaft goo
Wi(h, or privatet Suffering, nay, nots
whifpering Sigh, or clofer T?!oughg, tha

" Milently Groans or Afpires inthe Ame-

Pfal. 5¢.8,

rous Soul, but He bothfe¢s and hears,
that Puts his Servants tears.into bss Bottl,
Sweetning and Recompencing the greatelt
Misfortunes that his Love occaffons, with
fuch Support and Joys,as hinder us ,t<1_> feel
s o © them,

ittt
my t oughts afar ou compa ),
pith, and my lying down, and ayt acquatited’
with all my ways. »
has fo attentivean Eyeupon the amorolis
Soul,that he is held forth in the Apocalyple,

s telling the Ruler of the Church of Smyr-

na,l knowth Y works, & tribulation @ pover= Rev. 2. 3, |
ty; And fayin
of Pergamthyl : : ;
dwelleft, even where Sat ais’s feat 1) am_.l thou
holdeft faft my name, and baf} not denied my
faith, even 1n thofe days wheretn Aniip#
wié my faithfal Martyrywho was flain among
yo, where Satan dwelleth.  Sothatnoen-:

anid my up-vifing, thou under andeft + 3
) ol ojf?‘ ;hau-tompa[{:f% my:

And Chritt alfo himfelf

to the Angel of the Church -

siow thyworks and where thot Lo sots.

leatiric Circumitance of our Love fcapes
unobfegrv’d by Him, who has Done and -
siffer’d fo much to éngage us to It. God
temembers not our Endeavours to ferve
Him, the lefs, for Our having fotgotren
thema, * When faw we thee anyway d’ﬁ’ff’ﬂfd: Marthiag.
andyelieved thée 2- Willbe the Queftion of 37 &
tofis to whoin Heavenvic-felf will be at
ti¢ laft Day::gwiarded, as-having Mini-*
fredto thiir Rededmet.. Thofe, thatid:
enerate - tinles, {;uch as olirs, L;ﬁ ‘fg;
m‘y?,: did, like LotH-l_n»4 Sodom, mou'l‘heit |

-
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ivwas in thire bearz?(y‘c. And tis thiEl;’):; .
thet our Saviour gives God , Ya«ér e“féar Mat. 6. .
ghich feeib infecretsTC. Nor nee {'w fear
oue Rivals_fhould SupPlant us, ! n;;: e
an have none in Devotions who Ld ray #
and Endeavour it is not, that Go “{301'110
love us more.  For hgs Loveto Yox‘xﬁ ;lll g
(as the chiefeft Merit ) the {tronge b(l)l-;
iive and Title unto cheirs,they chaimoet but
Wiih him well whom God dot olw)l .m,‘ .
and cannot With him better, than bZ ;‘ f
plotind for him freth Addltlot‘ls,D. {‘t ((‘;
that Iove of God, and grgteful ) 1 pou s—_
tions to return it, Our Saviour alhurjz eI;
that there is Joyinthe pre]}nce_of the ind 2:,‘:,0.,5,.
of God over one S1oner that repente:?. ¥
the fole Hymn (except 2 Vifionary onsv 1 Eu‘x'x:'
find recorded of the Celefha'l,O\mri, i 3 140
fung for a Bleffing to Mankmd, w ertn_ !
( for ought I know ) Ehelr L,oYe ;u; LSym- e
pathy alone concer dthem : Fp ke
(Mcn) the Child is born, and @nto ¥ be S (’fﬂ "y
% gitm. who took not upop_him the na r:l!r b]c" b, 2.16-
Angels, but the feed of Abraban. .So: I?oi/e |
aid fo Diﬁ_ntc:'efs’d _d.oth. D'iv;neb ove
make Oufs, thae:there 18 nothing, be des
the Obje& of .that Love, thf_?:t we ove
mere than ou;;,;g;ongurrcncs in 1t ’ﬂ‘ hin -
chance.out of 2 Gratjude to their allilting

us, o pay a Debt € of Love and Praife)

102 Seraphick Love,

Their Sins, -that mourned not for thei

Own, and condol’d among themfelves the
fpreading VVickednels of the times they

livd in; though probably the Dangers
threatned them Ly the very Sinfulnefs

they deplor'd, madg them afteét fuch Pri:

vacics in their Conferences,as freed them

from the Thoughts of being Over-heard;

yet the Scriptuire informs us, (and ’tis 2
Comfortable as wellas Memorable Pafl;

Mal 3.16, fage ) that the Lovd bearkid, and beard i,
37« and a Book of vemembrancewas written before
bhim, for them that feared the Lord, and that

thought upon big Name. 1 ben [ball be return,

and difcern betwixt the yighteows and the

wicked, between him that (erveth God, and

Res. 2. 9, Pim that firveth bim not, 1 knomw, fays
10, Chrift, (not onelyto the Angel of Smyraa,
but to cach true. Sufferer for Him ) thy

works, and tribulation, and poterty: Fear

nongof thefe things that tHou [balt fuffer. Be
thoyfasthful unto Death, apd I will give they

a Crgwn of Life, God is pften pleas’d ¢o ac-
ceprthofe good, Thoughes and Intentions

of Lis Servants,whichnever arrive atadty-.
alPerformances.. Though Davsd builf not

thae. Temple he defign’d, -yet his Sonj that

did iz, informs ns,that God faid unto him,.

2 ?‘."’.’-" Forafinuch as it.was in thipe heirt to butld an
" Heilfefor my Name; Thow didft well inthat
" : ’ it

e v aEE

”’- "
P P2 P




Seit. 17. Perhaps I need fiot mind
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for which (alas!)we find our fingle felves
but too Infolvent. | '

you,Lindamor,
that divers Paffages of the fore-gojs
Difcourfe, fuppot% the Truth of hejr
‘Do@tine, who afcribe to God, in relation
to every Man, an Eternal unchangeable
- and Inconditionate Dectee of Ele@ion, of
Reprobation.  Yet concerning the Con.
troverlies betwixe the Calvinifs and the
Remonftrants,about Pradcftination,and the
coherent Do@rines, it were Improperto
give you here my fence. Thofe chae dre
teuly Pious of either Party, are perhaps
otherwife look’d-on by Ged than by one
another, as Contending, which of God's
Autributes (hould be moft Ref; pected ; the
one feeming to Affirm itrefpeive De.
crees, to magnific his Goodnefs 5 and the

other.to Deny them but to Secure the cre- |

~ ditof his Jufice, And even in Honouring
the fame Aetribuce, his Goodnefs, thefe

Adverfaries feem Rivals; the one party - E

fuppofing it bt Celebrated b believin
it fcI)) Irre%iﬁab!e, ¢ g

th* other thinking- it:moft Extoll'd b,y be-

P

1ing believ'd fo Elniverfal;chat ie will make

Every maiihappy, if he pleafes : The otie - _:-
Pdrty elecing to Honolir Free-grdce, - by,

afligning

| ror, cannot but

| are permitted

 tife you,

that to whom foever 'tis |
intended, he Catirior burbe happy; and’ i

Seraphick Love. ot
ing it (as to Men)an unlimitedly-va
aEﬂ;iger:]l?,%; tg_-xe other does,by afcribing ic ia
infallibly-victorious Degrec. Bue thsua
: hafte, and the nature of my Theme
:rtgke me decline the Contro;cr(}c):s abrc::lxé
deftination ; yet fince the Doctri
fht:i ne\ailntains it, is not only by alf[‘tm[ft ilcl
the reft of Mankind, but by the re o z
Proteftant Churches thengell)v.es', (thcf : l:::
ss, and divers Jearn’d Divines ol the
téﬁ::;ﬁ if England ) ln?t ogly Rgljggﬁgi
bue Deteﬁ_ed as lltt{c ch S Fugneit phe-
ks, fa deCdth Ltye:-n;iéd t% think it'a
Dangerous one, ; s
ar forthas its Sequel
Confequence,ufohavc In’ﬂuel}cc oxk hgerxs
i ink it notamifsto Adver-
- zhelutt]k‘xg ﬁo&rine of Pradeftina-
tion is not neceffary to Juftifie f:l}’]c Er)%ee.
nels and the Greatnefs of God’s Love.

. For fo confpicuous and Refulgent a Truth

i { Man’s

i f God’sbeing thc Autﬁgr o 4
llzs:lli]:itt;, thacthe Dilqutc betwixt thhe Cal

vinifts and Avminians is not fo much con-.

erning the Thing, as co he Man-

cirrﬂgtlgits being lggoffer d the fort?en ag :

‘fluming Graceto be Irrefiftably prefenteds.

fo;

and of very pernicious . -

as conceriing the Man-.

the layer, "though'they deny it to beIrre-.

je@able, yet granting, not o yalcogethﬂ'
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r ! v -
alltogethe)r‘Free and Undeferv'd, but alfo,
; 1 th& Protfer is made both with a Pow. JI¢
Ar.cr:z ing thofe to whom ’tis render’d,to
ccepe Ity and wica fuch engaging lnvi:

tansns, thag Min ar his firft Converfion
need contribuee nothing to his Felicity,bu
the not-wilfully Reéfuling i o
l ully Retuting it,and may more
%roper v be faid to owe it unto God, thay
Iti e V;Bcggar to owe his Alms to his Re.
l.tevq,. though he open his hand to receive
i » which he mngh.t have declin'd to do, if
Pe :v.vou.ld have wilfully courted his own
d(« Jl]dl(,jf:. Chrift paid 2 Ranfome to Re-
P o '1(;-’”) 1¢,’tis truc,and he is therefore call d,
. . ie Lovd that bought ws : But it was God"s
(r:c;fe _. ﬂf;oodncfs, both to provide us That
\ :; > and toaccept of That Ranfome,
neither of which “he was Oblig’d to d
and therefore, the Scri T -
and ore, the Scripture afcribes it not
to the Juitice, but to the Love of God to

Joh. 3.x6. the world, that He fent his only begotten Son

to Rideem itz And-St. Paul in the fame Text |

Rom.3.34. tells us both, that we are Fuftifi'd, dweudy

TV TS xduT1, freelybybi
VTS AT, freelyby his Grace, and
zha;}g lsz Sloc-'rus‘-a'é:ro?\u'ledas@s, t‘;otc.yh);zz
d; emption, (-putchas’d for a Ranfome ;
e Qriginal word Englih’d Rcdemptidn:'

relating to thePrice paid for the Redeem- -

!'ng; of Captlves:) that 1s fii F. [« Chrifk;
| -?‘ﬁ?j@hﬁctl'dn all hands, that'y l\{[.erié’ ::uﬂ:
aoul bC'

their
thde ‘tis to his Mcrey
they have to
panl, who; having foughe the Jood Fighty ; Tim. .
fmfp'd bis Courfe, ard kept the Futth, €x-veds 7, 8
peced 4

&difclam’d, and ¢thofe chat feem ‘to ex-
<@ fomething from God as a Due, ac-

Lord, un
Jude sy

'107 Y‘\
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lnowledge, that if his Promife did not,
Aétions could not,

make it fo; and
they owe the Righe

confide in his Juftice. >t.

Crown of Righteorfsefs from tie
der the Notion of the Righteous
cttclls us,thac £y Gracewe are fu= gy, , g,

ved,through faith,and that rot of our [elU. s,

it is the

gift of God. Whofe Promifes,

now they Are made s, allow us indeed to
expeét Heaven from his. Juftice; but the ; pecr. 4.

making %

great and precious promifes,

§ ihcfe

(as St. Peter jultly ftyles them) muft be ac-
knowledg’d the pure Effect of his free and

undeferved Gooduefs 3

which to believe In-

finice, we need bur corifider the Difpro-
ortton berwixt fuch a Recomptnce as E-
ternal Glory, and the leatt Imperfe&t Per-

formances of ours :

Which, though they

Needed not Pardon, could not at lealt
Challenge any Reward from Him, who,

as our Creator, has
of us what fervices he

fucha Right to exact
Pleafes, without

propofing us any Recompence, that out
exactelt obedience to all bis Commands,

would

yet leave us to confefs our felves
unprofi:able



Y Efpeci-
ally
Chay. 17.
Numb 5,6
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onto punithus. And indeed, fo confciousf.-
are men Generally (if not Naturally)
;heir beilng beholdli]ng to God for their Fe.
icity, that even thofe that miftake or op. k- .
pofe his Way of doing them good, wﬁl' is Perfuafion ;
yetbe fure to find out fome Notion or o-
ther,under whichthey may conceivethem-
felves God’s Debtors for his Bleflings,

That the more fober fort of Romith Ca-

tholicks themfelves, afcribe not fo much

to Merit, (propetly {o call'd) nor fo litcle
to God’s Grace,as the more Quarrelfome

Writers of their party have given the |

more ‘Eager Difputants of ours: occafton
to reproach them 3 were perhaps no diffi-
cule task to manifeft, if my halte would
give melcave., That the Arminians own
the Freenefs and Unmeritednefs of God’s
%race, the Remontftrants * Confeffion and

pology are very careful'to fatisfie the
World. And even the Socinians, (how

tle, or un-induttrioufly follicitous to free

their Erroncous Doétrine of Juftification §

from the objected guilt of its tendency to
draw the Imbracers of it to Sacrifice to

theit §

anprofitable Servamsy who™ bave done by
swbat 1t was our Dutytodo 5 and what if we
had not done, we had givén God, whef:
had the Power, the Right and Provocai: [,

iohs

perficere poffint, al
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jeir owi Nets, and thank themfelves for Habv.1.26.
eir Felicity. VWhich brings intomy mind

y paflage that Iately read in one of the

of modern Upholders of that Sed,
chlichtingius 3 who is wont in my Opi-
. where his Subje& will bearit, to
ifcourfe as Faitly and as Rationally as al-

noft any VVriter that 1 have met with of

and who labours to re-
concile  Soctnms his Do@tine with the
Freenefs of God’s Grace, by Confidera-
tions, which,not to Injure him,]I fhall pre-
fent you with in his OWH'WO.l‘dS.-. ------ 4 d
rundendars vero({ays he,difputing againk

bhe Learned Meifnerws) arrogantiam jufti-
diicatorum,

¢ ne dicant [e merniffe Gratsam,
1on eff neceffe, fervum in homine arbitriam
inducere 5 won deber vivtus volls ut tollatur
;rro;;antia. Sufficit, v. Quod nec welle nec
i Dews (7 voluntatem ex-
ritet (& Uives augeat, 2. Quodea, que diVi= pg. 97.
1is adjuti viribws fagiunt, mullo modo digni-
tate &5 pretto divine gratie refpondeas, [ed

Y isfinita intervallo ab ea abfint, Nay, thoug

the Modern and Degenerate Jews be, up-

vvor ~even the S W B nthe Score of being the great Patrons of
profperoufly I determine not)are not a lit. ’ S

Man’sEree-will,not 'fc%ﬂfiﬂy %ﬁecm’d the
reat Oppugners of God’s Free grace s
%et. botl}:l:f)h%n their Famous Rabbi, and

 my Learned Acquaintance, Menaffeb Ben
. T Ifvael,
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i Aduantagioufnefs of His tous both in

:ll:: Prefent angd the Future Life. And firft,

even in This World we owe God nolefs

than All the Goods we poifefs. We owe

him both What we have, and Th?t we

are: For we may truly fay of Godwiththe
Plalmilt, /¢ s ke that hath made s, and not PL. 1x0.
weour [elves. And we wer€ not ?xlly in his ver!- 3-
‘hands, folike Clay futhe Pott:r'ss that he . 64. &
micht have made us Any thing 5 but we

wote fo' purcly that Negauve, from
-whence we were extradted, that Fle (if

he had pleafed ) forcver llll%f!t have left us

5 our firft Nothing. His Love s the O-
;ioinal and Fountain-bleffing 5 all the reft
ste but as Pipes (and Inftruments ) to
Convey it, and ferve but to hand it to us.
Your Wit wins you Applaufe, Your In-
duftry heaps you up Treafures ; be it gran-
red. * But who gave you that Wit? and
did both Give and Profper that boafted

Induftry » Cerrainly, God as much Gives

Ufeof which he may Glorifie his Maker;§ us all the Goods we Poilefs, as he that
when, by Abufing it, 'tisin his power uf gives a Beggara thoufand Pounds, gives
Dithonour him, he allows Man thac high him the C oaths, and Mecat, and all the
et Sarisfadtion and Privilege, of (%& Bravery it helps him to. But bgﬁdesthefe |
operating to his own Felicity. . B more obvious Prefents of God’s Botnty,
ssit. 12, And now, Lindamor, we are arrivedufl we enjoy other Effeés of his Go_ods}e S
the laft ProEerty, which qualifies God} which, though by the Cuftomartnels O

the fiteelt Objeét for our Love, whichis@ their being poffeiled, they prove lefs Con-
| : thell - 1 {picuous,
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Ifrael and from diversothers of their mq
eminent Writers,has the truth fometing
extorted Confeflions,whichsthough madg
upon Erroneous grounds, -were not v¢

far fhort of Orthodox. To which pu
pofe I remember, that a Jewith Profef,
-of Hebrew;(whoaffifted me in my Studi
of that mytterious Tongue) being, astis
reft of his Nation, an eager and peremy
tory Champion of Free-will, conceivt
that even that Liberty, which to us feeng.
leatt to Indebt men to their Crearor, di
tranfcendently Oblige him unto God.Fa
one Day that we wereprivately.and freeh
difcourfing together of matters of Rel:
gion, hetold me, he thought Men ow
more to God’s Goodnefs, thanthe ve
Anoels do. For, faid he, whereas Gb?,
without any good Work of theirs, bu
purcly out of his Goodnefs, conferr’d o
them’ that-bleit Condition they enjoy;
by giving Man a Free-will, by the %ood
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fpicuous than the other, yet grow no lei}shouldI; Lindamor, bring you i
als, and (hew you there the various (hapes.

of Human Mifery, and how many Souls,

Priz’d, when the VWant or Lofs of them
makes us fenfible of the true Value of

xxg'
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into Hofpi-

them. Had I che leifure, Lindamor,to lead]parrowly lodg’d (if I may {o {pcak ) in Sy~
your Thoughts with me to the Galleys,§recdochical bodies,fee their carthenCotta-

and fhew you there thofe wrerched Cap.
tives, that are Chain'd to the Oars they
tugg at, and though expos’d to all the M-
feries and Hardthips of a tempeftuous
Sea, have oftentimes caufc given them, by
their Barbarous Ufage afhore, to fear the
Ocean lefs than any Port fave Death,
Could I draw for you the Curtains of Sick
and Dying-men, and open to you that fad
Scene, where fome pine and languifh .
way by Diftempers, that deprive them df

all the Joys, Advantages, and ( wha is}

more confiderable ) Ulfes of Life, before
they cafe them of Life it fclf; Others

Bréathe rather than Live, perpetually Tor-§
mented either with their Difeafes or Phy-§
fick to protract a wretched Life, uponf
tearms that turn it intoa Trouble : And}
Others firuggling with dic rude Pangs off

es nioulder away to Duft s thofe miferable
Petfons by the lofs of one Limb after ano~
ther,furviving but Part of Themfelves, apd
ving to fee themfelves Dead and Buried
by pl%cc-xneal. should I, to difpatch, Len=
damor, (new you all the feveral Companics
of Mourners,that almo(t make up Mankind,
and difclofe to you how copious {howrs of
Tearsdo almolt every whers Water (notto
fay Ovec-flow)this Vale of Mileries 5 You
would perchance fee caufe to think, tha
God’s Privative(if 1 may fofpeak)may con-
send with his Pofitive Favourssand that youl
owe lictle lefs for what you are Not, than
for what you Are, to that difcriminating
Mercy of his, to which alone you owe your
Exemption from miferies, asgreatas the
Bleding it confers on you :
thee to differ 2 is 2 Quedtion that may be as

Death, are yet perchance lefs tormentedl well ask’d in reference to our Excernal, as

by Them, than by the fad Profpect off

cheir Former Life, and the Remembrancef me to mind you, Lndamor, thatyou are yet

of thofe Criminal pleafures, which yet i} more engag’dto God’s Love,for Proteéting

perbaps Lfs troubles them that theymust o § y

Jforego, than that they once enjoyd them B moftMen's minds,than from thofelefs Dan-

Should

u : For,#ho maketh | Cor.4.7,

to our Spiritual Condition. Which invites

o Y] . .
ou from thofe grofs Vices that Disfigure

Ia gerous,
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Dangerous, though more Refented, Difet.
fes that Dittemper their Bodies, ,
For, Ambition, Luft, Avarice, Revenge,
and even that vatw Converfation which you
Gentlemen are generally pleas’d to thiukfo
- Innocent, are really more Formidable and
pernicious Difealcs and Calamitics, tha
thofe that reduce Men to take Phyfick, o
thruft them into Hofpitals. To evince the
erath of which Paradox, Ihope I fhall nat
need to mind you of judging of the Dan-
geroufnefs of Difcafes bty the Noblenefs
of the part affeéted, fince 1 can tell you,thar
He that cannot err, fcems daily to juftifie
our Ailertion; by inflicting Sicknefs and the
tharpeft ourward Calamities on his own
Deareft Children, to preferve them from

the Contagion of Sin, or Cure them of the ]
unfilial Habitudes: of it. And therefore, §

| whom
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"I phvfician to Cure with a Remedy worfe
fl1ha¥1 the Difeafe. Inthe cighthot Deusero-
nmy,there is a Caution glyen the fraelites,
lefy Profperity ( which is wonttobe a kind
of Lethe, that makes men Forget all, but
their Enjoyments){hould makcany of them

in his heart , Ay power, an  of D
% Il::na' hath go;tm 3nt this wealth, But (faich ‘7 **
the Text) they (ball remember the Lord thetr
Ged : for it 45 he that giveth them power to Zet
Wealth. Tt is not the revolting /fraelites on-
1y, of whofe Ignorance of his Bounty God

o

§ may complain,as he did by the Prophet, by
he faid, ! tasght Epbraim to go,taking yef 11, 3.
| them 6y their arms, bat they knew not that 1

heal-dthem : And there are but too many,of
| whom he might fay, as he did by the fame
| Prophet For [be did not kaow

which they prepar'd for
Baal : Therefore will I veturn ard take awaymy

: : - | this will make way for the Defign] had to
Fae e i 1 Gl |t gt o Gods
the Dominion of $in; wema fafetl‘y con- |’ ove, by 1aying , =1, Life fo richan
clude, he thinks AfHiction a ley{s Evil than § SOOdf{ l}e gw%ielcllsf: ;htlﬁa, éveen the Ear-
Guilt, fince he is too Wife and Indulgent a f 25 - < expe i

Phyfician §

Thae as for Spiritual

. h to fubfift with
ne,ft-xs a Stock large ;noug © Comfort

y .

d the might of Deut. 8.

that 1 zave ber uof, 1.

fince, when we fec a tender Mother apply 4 Cornand Tine,ai;j Oyl and multipled her Stl- 8, 9-
painful Cauttick to the neck of her Fave-§ ¥ and ber Gold.

ntc-ln‘fant,thrcamed by the ApoPle?czc, WCR orn i the time thereof, and my wine in the
fcruple not to conclude, thatthe thinks the B Seafun thereof, aad will recover my wool and
trouble of an Itfue an Evil inferior to Con- § .7 ber Naked And
; . ‘ 7 to cover her Nakednefs. At
vullion-fits : So when we fee our Hcavcnlg | my Flax geventoc f
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Himfclf, without any Glance at our ows
Advantages.  But though 1 dare not deny,
that it is Poffible to attain to fo High and
difinterefs’d a kind of Love,vet I think,thy

to fome Men,is not by the ScriprureExacted
as a Duty from All men, Were all the re.
compence of Piety of a Worldly Nature,
and to be Herereceiv'd,the Actions invited
to, by the Intuition of it, might pafs fer
Mercenary.  Bur when Heaven is chiefly
hoped for, as it will admit us uno the frui-
tion of God himfelf in Chrift, and.that the
Other Joys expected there are fo far from
being of a Senfual or Worldly nature, that
they are known not to be attainable, till by
Dcath, the Senfes and Bodies themfelves,
and all the meerly Animal Faculties be abo-
lilh’d: fora Heaven fo confider’d, I fay, to
Forgo readily all thePleafures of the Senfs,
and Undergo cheerfully all the Hardrhips
and Dargers that are wont to attend a Ho-
ly Life, 1s, Lindamor,{uch a kind of Merce-
narinefs, as none, but a Refigned, Noblc,
and Believing Soul, is likely to be guilty of.
If I (hould fay,that Fear it l}élf,and even the
Fear of Hell,may be one Juftifiable Motive

- of Men’s AGions,though I {hould propofe,

izvha__t thofel am reafoning with would think
a Paradox 3 yet Ithould perhaps hold forth

therein

:in 10 Mot .
:Betg;:gfore Fear (fays the VYV rier to ‘metl—}i_c;f.
Liews) left a promife betnz left 12 of en frh m%
into bis Reftsany f you [bould feem to come [bort,
that Excellency, fuppos’d to be Vouchfaf'd n(f;' o‘&;cl i no e cminent HEL Rty
maintain’d the Evangelical againit the Le-

al Spirit, thus profeiteth o
under my body, and bring 1t 1
by any meaisy when I have preach
myfelf Jhould be a caft-away.
1o Slaves or Hirelingss that
this Admonition,! fay #nto
Be siot afraid of them !
dier that have no more t .
will formarn you whom yos [ballfe

which after b
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o than the Scripture does, L Heb. 4. 1.

And no lefs eminenta Herald of the

f himfelf, 1 keep ¢ Cor. 5.
wto fubjettiony left 7
*d o others, L
And’twas not
Chritt direéts
ou,my Friends,

hat they can do : But Ins
ary Eear bim,

¢ bath Killd, bath power to cast
into Hell 3 Yea,I [ay unto yos, (a geminatiorn,
which the prefentControverf_ie ﬁms n?t lt]o
have been Caufelefs) Fear bim- 1(l=.rc ]t) e
Paraphrafe given of God,is not barely hoeﬁ-:
fcriptive but Rariocinative,(to borrow tii
rearms of the Schools) informing US,EIOt %n-
lyWhomwe iheuld,and (hould noti ear, gc
Why we hould fear the one an not’f e
other. Aswhen St. Paslfays, ! know whom
Ihave trufted, he means what manner o

Perfon,how Faithful, (asSt.Perer clfewhere 1 Pet. 4.

' calls God) and bow Omnipot o
fﬁe;iatZIv)'he adds, Awd I am ye([aaded,that 2 Tim. %

ent : whence im- 19

he xz-

hat ksll the BOdy, and Luk. 12.
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be is able to keep that which I have commind] Father int

sinto him againft that da

. . y. More Texts
fame Import might be added, if the I;)cff;i];
of thofe already alleg’d were other, thanto
Facilitate the Admiflion of the more Plau.

fible cruth '
th we have been making out, and}

which to us feems very clearly he '
~ thofe and the like S!ri,pture);, vlvifgl?ha::
therefore cited out of the New Teltament
. that they migh have the greater Authority
iL.3.14. with one fort of our Antagonifts. 1 prefs :1
. Waéd ;h'e mark for the prize of the bigh calling
Rev 22 Zf od in Chrift Jefuws, Ble[Jed are theythat do
is Commandemtnts, that they may bave right
to the Tree-of Life o and mayenter in through
¢ Tim. ¢. the Gates intothe City, Layng up 1n flore )é)r
19.  themfeluves a good foundation agasnft the time
... tocome, that they may lay bold of eternal Life
Romz.17. 70 them, who by patient continutng sn weII-.

and Immortality, Eternal life. "And of Chrift

endured the Crofs, defpifed th
 Jet down at the!;ightﬁ;;{;d i,

 for a Child of G

Father

on the
Godis pleafed ito in
And fince the Scripture -{eems plainly to
invite our Hopes; by recording St.
having faid , Everyman that ﬂrt'veth fort
masiery i temperate 14 a
doit to obtaina corruptible Crown,
fncorruptible :
Saviour himfclf,
Rejoyce, and be exceeding gl

faithful unto Deat
‘Crown of Life. And indivers others fpeak-

| Scripture. feems thus to 2

; Aptnefs to ‘de_‘lu_dc:_f ¢ ¢
d. o | teach, thide ivpropoleth to us the power-

ving, feek for (Eur8s1) Glory, and Honour, § fullett Obje&tsto Incite our Paffions; if it
| b finful to cherith and harbour the Paff1-

himfelf, whofe Love to God is queftion- § ons naturatly belonging to

lefs Filial and Unequalable, ’tis fai - .
. Luoks B
Heb. 12.2. g unto Jefus the }athor and l-t'ngfabli’of z:,- And cereln g,
Fasth, whofor the Foy that was fet before bim
ibamc;}, and is §
; the 1 ;
o fee 1 why ot b Ui |
to further the Rai- f

fing of thofc Paffions, which his heavenly, §
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erds to have rais’d in him, up-
- fame Grounds and Motives that
ploy to Excite them.

Paul’s

e v Cor. 9
Ul things 3 now they *5

but we an

“And by reprefenting our

as faying in one placc

1 ad, for great € M. 5.1
our yeward in-Heaven : In another, Bethos g, ;. 1o,
b, and [ wil give thee a '

ing to the like purpofe 3 Sincc I fay, the
1lure our Hopes,

would it not bea kind of accufing itof an
and enfnare us , To

thofe Objeéts ?
_ Lindamor, fince God, who,
as our Creator, knows - the Frame and
Conftirution:of Man’s Soul, incomparably
better than he himfelf, is pleasdto deal
with our Hopes and ont Fears, to €o-
gage us to his Service: Itvery ill becomes
Us, cither to quan:el with his Methods of
working on out Spirits, or 0 reje&t any
B ' Help

ey
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upon our Endcavours, makes me ver

Hopes would foon Weaken and Decre
our Endeavours into noneacall. | :
But, Lindamor, though I may perhaps
have taken fome. Pains in ftudying Con-
troverfal Divinity 5 yet I take fo little
pleafure in WWriting ‘of ity that though

Sett, 20,

this caufe ; yet I thall perhaps obtain Your

of the “Adv ntagioufnefs of God's love
to us, as it gives us Here a Right, and

Emptinefs is wont to , |
s the ST hat Eye;hath not feeny 1 Cor. 2

v beard, neither bave entved into the3:.
Z::rfz;', Maﬁ;?the things w'hizb God hath pre-
pared fir them that love Him. Such pure re-

e very &4 Delights not onely ~ftoop not unto
apprehenfive , that fince the Enlivening g
hopes of Heaven are not able to make
moft Men’s Endeavours other than very
Languid, the forbidding thofe fupportix}g
e

Seraphick Love,

5¢ them.-. There the Excellency of

the poll'clfed?i(ibods (hall as much difap-

' ) i in other fruiti-
i Expectations, as in other fr
int our Expe hec e

(e, but are fublime enough even to
fteannfc,end Imagination. VWhen Fancy;l hath
form’d and inap’d- the Perfecteft 1 Ea;,
that its Abftraétions can make, gf Blg ed-
fefs; our own motc happy Experiences
of greater, muft difebufe usy when h;v.fc
con?e to Heaven'y which is a Soyl, W he
Fruitfulnefs 1s:fo confird to Joy, thac

} even our Difappointments and Miltakes

| (hall there contribute to our Happinefs ;

not onely a Seafonable Dutyto truth, bt § 1y ch will fo much partake of his Immei-

a Neceilary one to' the enfiung part of this § fity, whofe Gift it is, that you fee the

Difcourfe, have prefled me to ferve in |

Apoftle gives it aNegative Defcription

| And to creatc inus Apprehenfions undero-
pardon, fooner than my Own , for-having §

£s fong fulpendedehe Difcourling to yo | onely removes our thoughts From all we

i Do Enjoy, but Exalts them Above all

; . f
' d th Can Fancy. At which way o
will Hereafter give us Admiffion, to Hea- | thar Wi y

ven. Heaven, the bright Seat of fo much B der, Lindamor, be pleas’d to confider, that

Happinefs, that we (hall fcarcely count B
‘ ' among(t §

gatory from what we (hall Poflefs, not

{ on-
proceeding, that you may the lefs w

m

- 123
. Jovs . that Heaven is the
' Help which he. has been pleas’d to affoy amongﬂi o o

- 8 Piety, which, for ought ever I coulf
obferve, does even in the belt Men find
| refittance enough to keep any Help tha
\ can be employed to promote it from be.
ing Supertitions. And truly, the Ani.
mating or Difcouraging InHuence, tha
Hope, or the Wantof it, is wont to have

I

fl
i
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in Heaven otir Faculties: fhall not oncly
be Gratifi'd with_fuitable and acceprabl
Qbjeds, bur fhald be Heighthed and En:

larg’d ; and .confequently our Capacities
of. Happinefs; as-well Encreas’d as Filld

_A Child not yetreleas’d out.of the home.

' by Prifon of she YWomb, cangiotthere pof-
ﬁbl.{ frame Ideas of thofe.delights, which
will be afforded hitn.by the pleafing Noifes,
and the gliteering, Objeés, thac will pres
fent themfclves to him after ‘his Birth:
And the fame Child, whilft he continues:
in: his’ Nonage;:though  he.may with' De-
lights look: upséey, Emblems finely Drawn,

~ and Painted, ‘and may take fome pleafure

in. beholding the neat* and furprizing €ha-
raGers and EBlourithes of a Greek and
Hebrew Bible curioully Printed ;. yet he
canhot then Imagine the "Pleafure  the
fame Obje&s. will aiford -him, when Age
and Study (hall have ripen’d and inftructed
his Intelleftuals, and made him- capablé
both of Underitanding, and Rellithing the
excellent Moralities, couch’d in thofe in-
genious Emblems, and the profound and
faving Myfteries, wherewith that Divine
Book, the Scripture, (efpecially in its Ori-
ginal Tongues) ‘does to an Inteﬂi%ent and
Religious Perufer, appear Replenifb’d,
Such adouble advantage, Lindamor, among

others,

others, thc nto FICAVLIL LREY
thofe, to . whorh that: Blefling is voueli-,
Pd: For, befides that Set of Objedts, (if
Imay fo fpeak) fo New, and fo Peculije
10 Heaven, that their

Seraphick Love. L
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Admiffion'intp Heaven brin

Ideas could néver
inter into Men’s thoughis before their Ad-
miffion there 5  befides this, I {ay, our’then
enlarg’d Capacicies ‘will engble us, even
in Objeéts which wete nqtﬁ}tggg:thﬂ, 19111-
nown to us before, to, Rg_rce;vc;th_zp_gs
formerly Undifcern’d, and derive thepce
both New and Greater Sagsfaéhons__aqd
Delights. Wonder not,’ Ltxdamor, that in
menttoning the Joys of Heaven, Iufe the
Expreffions 1find lealt Detrattory froma
Theme, as much above our _Prgu(ess; as
the Heaven they arc enjoy'd in is above
our Heads, For, though fuch Expref’ﬁo_ns
may feem fomewhat Tumid. and Afpir-
ine, and fitter much for one that Cele-
brates, than for one that but Afferts : Yet
cannot 1 fcruple to ufe Sceming Hyper-
boles in the mention of Felicities, whgch
make the higheft Hyperboles but Sceming
oncs. For thefe Joys, Lindamor, of Hea-
ven, are like its Stars, which, by reafon of
our Remotenefs from them, appear €X=
tremely Little, though really in them-
felves they are fo Vaft, that a lefs than
the largeft is by Odds Greater than the

. biggelt



Dt Sebbe aft LR T 1)

-l

126  Scraphick Love. Sévaphick Love. 137
‘biggeft Obje& upon Earth, nay, than dd dngly Juft, and infallibly Accomplifh’d :
-'Wﬁdje Earth it fc]f, ..'Ané,l.;‘rh,c‘;'r‘c_tb’re, asif}In %é)é,t{rm’erof which properties, (asour

Wére to: take you with me'to conteni] then Reifi'd Reafon will confider things )

“plate the *P:Iq‘nets, I.would (hew you thend we fhall think our felves happier (yet) than
through fuch a Telefcope, as by greafin' the laters VVe {hall there Refen

'ﬁfrigv__thofé'fl}righé Objeéts in Comp?trifon the Saints we here Admire, am'.l (hall nor -
onely See, and be Like thofe pious VWor-

"of ‘what t6-the unaffifted Eye they ap )
_pear, dothfomewhat lefen the Difadvan dhies, whofe virtues Eclipfe theirs, which
tage of Remotencfs, and fhews then| among the Heathen Deitid lefs deferving
~with lefs Deetration’ from cheir true Mag. Heroes ; thofe excellent Perfons that did as
Ttitnde ; {o" meittioning to you the Felici.} well Ennoble as Inftruét Mankind, giving
ties of Heavers, I think it not Unlawfi] us caufe to Glorys and to Blufh that we

are Men, and whofe Stories have the un-

or Improper ¢ endeavour by Reprefen.
tations , tranfcending what they Appear,| parallel’d Honour of being recorded by In-

to give you Notions Tefs inferiotr to wha fpired Pens Thofc Spirits, 1 fays of j#5% Heb, 127
they Are. ' Men made perfecly as the Scripture tearms 3.
Seét. 21, " In Hedven, then, we (hall tafte Hap-| them, fhall be our conftant and faxmha:
‘pinefs cnough; to enable us to recthe] Companyy into whofe blefled Society we
the Definition of it. VWe may there be] thall not onely be Welcome, but Encreafe
- “intruéted how to Name and Rate all} it. In'Heaveny W€ ihall have a blefs’"d and
‘Goods by thofe that will Concentre in- familiar Convetfation with thofe fame glo-
to the Felicity we (hall potflefs, whichf rious Spirits, whofz Nature doth*mvgﬂ:_
fhiall be there made up of the Confluerice, | them with {uch a Luftre, thatallthe Dif-
Perfe@ion, and Perpetuity of all true Joys. | advantage of their Difguifes, when they
For ; Heaven will make us Happy, not} Appear to us, doth fcarce fuffice tocon= ..
(as Philofophy pretends to do) by the] fine our Rapturesto Refpe@sbelow Ido-
Confinement, buit by the Fruition of out | latry, and darken them into Objeéts for
Defires : which thall neither Fail in the | our' VWondery not Adoration.. ' There we,
Ch_oxcc‘ of their Obje&s, nor Mifs of the } fliall fee ( 3 Sight worchy Dying for) that
Enjoyment of them; bucbe, both uner-§ Blefled Saviour, of whom the Scripture
ringly | — docs
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does fo Much, and fo Excellently enceptain
uss and who having Done and Suiter’d (o
much for us, docs fo highly deferve of u,
both upon the fcore of Liis Infinite Perfedi.
ons,and upon tne account of his Ineftimable
Benefits. Yes; there fhall we fee thar Holy
"Esxiva- and 1Divine Perfon,who,when he vouchfafd
orr & " (as his Favourite-Dilciple fpeaks) to vitch
Joh. n.14. kis Tent amosg 1+, and dwell wich-Men on
Earth, to fit them by his Merits and Exam.
‘ple to dwell with him in Heaven,did o ad.
mirably mix an awful Majefty wich an hum.
ble Mecknefs, and the afum’d Infirmiries
of his huinan Nature, with the feafonablk
Corufcaticns of his Divine;and exprefs'din
his whole Life, fo Perfet and Exemplarya
Virtue, and yet fo much Sweetnefs and
Gentlenefs towards thofe Afpirers to i,
that were the moft Short of it that the
Jews themfelves could fay of him, Tha
M. 7.37. He had «one sll things well 5 and his very
Enemies, that were employ d to apprehend
him as a MalefaGor, confefs’d cven to
thofe thatfent them to dofo, That never
Joh. 7.46. Man [pake like brm, And his Apoftles,who
had moft Opportunity to Pry narrowly in-
to his A&ions, and were of a Condition
and Breeding very unlike. to -infufe into
them Heroick Refolutions, did, irt Spight
of the frequent-Reptoofs their failings c:a-
o torte
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wrted from himy and of the Hardthips that
arended his Serviees think even Death it
GIf in his: Comipany, more Eligible, than
Lifeled otie of it 5 Les us alfo go that we may Joh1116-

dre with him. (fays even the diltruttfal Tho-
;:s to his fellow-Difciples. ) But, Ls- da-
avr, we fhalf there fec the Son of Godynot
i that Form of a Servant, -which he put on Phil. 2. 7

that he mighe Suffer for us, and exercife his

Prieftly and Prophetick Function here be-.

low 3 bue inthat Regal State and Condi-
tion, which belongs to him by virtue of his

Kingly Office; on whofe fcore Lie is ftyled

in the Scripture, K ing of King$, and. Lord qf' Rev. 19.
Lovds, All power or authority being (as ;\46::(. "
himfelf {peaks) given Him both in Heaven g, :
and in Earth. And how Nobly atcended

may we fuppofe this Divine Monarch to

be in his Fxalted Condition in Heaven,

when in his ftate of Humiliationon Earthy '
whillt he was in the wildernefs among the Mat. 1,13,
wild Beafts, the Angels are recorded to have
mintftred unto hins and,whilft hc.lay fwath’d ,
ina homely Manger, the multitude of the Luk. 1.
Coeleftial Hott were heard to {olemnize his
miraculous Birth, according tothat pa;fagi]e

of the Writer to the Hebrens, when be g, 1,6,
bringeth in the firft begotteninto tbeWoVId,(h.e. )

faith) And let all the Angels of God wor[bip*

bimt And yet firch confiderable and noble

K 2 Creatures
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Creatures, thofe Immaterial Intelligences
_ call'd Angels, are, that One of chem 1t On¢
2Kingxs. night was " able to deftroy above a hundred
35 and fourfcore thoufand Men, in the blaf. |}

phemous Sendeherit’s impious Camp. And

fo much Majefty, and Superiority, does

their Nature give them, inreference even

to the Eminenteft of Mortals, That, whex

the undaunted Fofbua had boluly Challeng’d

one of them, that appear’q to him in the
likenefs of a Man, and demanded, VWhom

he was for? when he knew him to be'an

Angel, (unlefs he fuppos’d him to be that
promiis'd Meffiah, whois clfewhere call d
Mal.'3. 1. the Angel of the Covenant, as it isin the
Original, and inthe fame Texethe Lord)

ke alears his- Addrefs unto him into this

Jofh 5. Submidive one, what faith my Lord snto his
13, 14.  Servant 2 And even wife and holy Dantel
himfelf, who was the fecond Perfon of

the World for Power, and the firft for

much nobler Attributes, Wifdom, aad
Underftanding, who faw fo many Go-
vernours of vaft Provinces, and Profeffors

of admired Magick, inferiour to him-

felf, yet confefles to the Angel, that ap-

- pear'd to him, That he was confounded

ard difanimated at his prefence, and adds, -

Dan. ro. How canthe Sevvant of this my Lord talk
Y- withihtsmy Lord? Wemay fafely there-
, . . fore

Saviour, no '
“fiour'd him in their Eyes, that onely confi
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 avnedt. that we fhall then behold our
fore expe&,t Enatthofc Difguifes which dif-

der'd his Sufferings, but in that triumphant

dition, wherewith they are now Rc-
'. S:r[ldclctil.c’ ’l,”hc Thorns of his (now nomor¢
Galling, but Adorning) Crown will ap-

o

" pear upon that radiant Head of his, more

glorious, than thofe of the flaming Bu(h, Exod. 3.3.
Sherein God appeared to AMafes. An
‘we (hall not fee that Defpicable form,

which made the Prophet fay, ( perfonating
¢he generality of thie Jewith Nation con-
.tém"prary with the . M‘eﬂl.as) ....... ,; -

He Eath‘ no Form, nor-CqmeImefs, and when iz s3. 3.
_we [ball fee him, there 15 no Beauty that we
{]bauld .defire. But we (hall fec him enc-‘
_compafs'd with fo much Mujefty, an
. shining with fo much of his genuine Splen-

_dour and Beauty, that we (hall de Z;— .

‘'vedly efteem him Nephle, the Admirable. 1, 9. €.

And our ravifh'd Souls fhall by the mgre
_artentive Contemplation o him , 1;:

find more caufe to imitate the Spoule

in Solomon's ~myftick Epithalamtum 5

who Having dwelt upon the Beauty of
the fevcr‘alg Parts that concurr’d to the
Accomplithing the Divine Bridegroom »
exclaims in an Epéphoncma » VETY .cox:c-‘
trary to the Expretiion lately mention’

K 3 in
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the glad Muliitude, chac fang Hofunnies tq
him, and ftrew’d his way wixi their Palms,

Lui. 9. their Veftments, and their Praifes, could

37:38-41 fio divere him from Deploring, ev'n with

" "Tears, Ferufalem’s approaching Fate 5 and
expreifing inthe midit of his riumphs,
Concern, for the very worft and ftubborn,
eft of his Enemies, - And, left it thould be
thought, that he was thus concern’d for
worthlefs Mortals, onely whilt he Shar'd
and Fele the Miferies of their Conditiony
give me leave to oblerve to you, Liz.
damor, thar immediately after his Refurs
rection, whilt the Senfe of the fudden and
unexampled Change of his Conditior was
Frefh upon him, "and the Rememibrance
of the Apoftle’s Ingraritude ‘in deferting

him, almoft as Recent; he fticks not 6
- ‘givethofe very Difciples that forfook hifn,
Matthag the: glorions Title, (and thata more Fa-

134

miliar orie than we find:him t6 have-al-
low’d them' on Earthy of his Brethyens
Mar. 1¢.7. and ga;tichla'r!y thews himfcIf Sollicitous
for that Peter, who, in fpight of all thofe.
empty Boalts , wherewith he ‘not oncly
feem'd to. defic Death, but Chrift’s Pre-
di&iontoo; did not onely Forfake his Ma-
fter, but Deni’d him. - He can in Heaven
be {o ‘concetn’d for his dittreifed Members
here on Earth, that not onely he ¢an take
R R S ticg

sotice
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of -expiting Stephens t!log’“’ nthi: Ags 7.

doud of fatal St@nt;.}s th;t bla::ils‘ gcr(f)c?uting

Prifon ; and-can,yv.en ““ , him

el il Y s s s+
Saul, why pevjecutess bt >

ggl’an‘:i ;hofg fbat Love him, vgere t’ﬁz o e -

On,cé Buc in the Meilages he fends to .

ond and;
C ts of the feven Chur- i

Ai?glsh?lff'l‘%;l:f;manifef?s, That ﬁngl.e g\ag;cr; ]
%Hriﬁians'mayﬁ be as pamcularlyb in his % O
Thoughts, asif they hadno OtberKiné‘:xef;
His 'érea‘tnefs will not make hll§ Kindnes
Kot s RETEL
difdains not, evin : nfton, to
?;fdmgfhﬁzzf-;}taizd at the daor‘an’;i sn::k; Rev. 20
i a;zy Man hear my voite, and opeqth I:z ”;) "

“ill come i to bim.y aud will fup wit imyand

be with me; > That King, '1n the Para fer 2

whom Hinifelf- is rcprcfentefl,'dxs Fttuﬁ ns
himfelf towelcome each 'Ind_xvz _ palsmey.

Sérvane with-a peculiar, Esge 0;16 Serve K

And in another Parable he fcruples notto
reprefent the great .Condefceng?gs ﬁ d Fa-
miliarity, wherewith the Lor A gervants,

nerate the: faithful and watchf e s
bysellng is Dicpless B0l B, '™

the , |

zan? }; Z;Z’:ihg. Veerily, I {ay unto aa,t‘t’h;;

he [haﬂkixd himfelf, andwill make them

axd wi to feryetbem.
down tomeat?alsd will come forth f . At -
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At which Expreffion, - : C o
N n, you will the lefs Ad.fwhile Booxy 1) lomwer th
mire, if you Confider,that befides chat je i | the [uﬁering of Drath, crowi’

Sevaphick Leve.

d with Glory and

Parabolical,and probably Hyperbolical,and | Honour-For it will make Heaven more Hea-

therefore not to be taken (4
f&akz au pred de ls lettye) in : lsl:'?é?c (F;;::?
) e tind in the Evangclical Story, that our
“Z:Loguctlf.dam d n%;, tg) converfe familiarly
licans and Sinners, nor
‘.\_Nalh the Feet of. his own D,ifcipkf: e 7\::3
ince-he condefcended to fuch Familiarity
to thofe frail Morsals, fo many of whon)f
| &rc apt to turn the: Favours of God into
~ agl‘tqnnefs, we may the lefs admire his
%cmus Condecfcenfions to thofe, the Sins
f.e iefs of whofe Condition will keep them:
t}r:.)m turning his Vouchfafements into any,
thing, but Occafions of Joy and Gratitude )
Marvel not, Lindamor, as at an Impertinen:
¢y> that I appear fo Sollicitons to potlefs
yott with high Apprehenfions of -the fuper-
cn‘;meng Dignity and Felicity-of our Exal-
te ifavnoug; and, that in tKﬁL‘Oftieﬂ and
;nffo magnificent Expreffions, the Scripture:
aftords me, I have endeavour’d to make out
to you, that the bright Sun of Righteoufnefs
}snoxl»)v grown uncapable of fuffeting Eclip-
es;] but {hines with unclouded and une-
quall’d Splendor ; and that we fhall in Hea-
ven (asthe Writer tothe Hebrews fpeaks)
[ee F-fus, who was made a little (orforaihore
| while

en to Us, to find Him reigning there, who
hith Suffer’d fo muchfor Us;and for whomn,
if we ¢’r come thither, we thall havefo
much Sutfer’d.. For, {ince our Love will,as
the rett of our furviving Graces, be - Pet-
feked, and grow Compleat in Heaven 5 the
inefiable Happinefs of our Dear Redecmer,
muft nceds bring an Encreafe to ours, com-. -
menfurate to the Ardency of our Love for
him,and we (hall relith no Happincfs morte
than That; which is therefore Ouzs,becaufe
He is happy, and Suppofes in Him, what:it
Confers on Us.Befides that,fincethe ch%'al
Dignity, wherein (as Mediator) he is Ih-
flated, may make us owe our Salvation to
his Sentence,as well as to hisMerits 3 Hea-
venic felf willbe inctimablyendear’d tous,
by our Injoying it upon his Account. I fiecll
ot tell you, ‘what a value Lovers arewont * -
o fet upon the leaft Favours that can be be
fowed on themby their Miftrefles,and thae
.oftentimes 2 worthlefs Ribband, a Bracelét
of Hair, or fome fuch Trifle, that nothing
can make precious but Her
highlier valued by the tranfported Lovet,
than the richeft Prefents of Nature, or 0
Forwne, Howgreata blefling mu(t it thbe:
: )
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ain the Angels for Heb. 3. 9

prefenting ity i8" - -~
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. g:;r li:;dg;::g;g ;;we Jcl)ys,‘that need noten
| _ mltancesjco merit the
-~ . nam .
Jl_-:appmcfs,to.a Perfon {o belov'd,that e:en
| aﬂelaven icfelfwill bring more felicity toth
.amorous Soul, as it is a Proof of his Love
)
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than that it is.a Donative of his Bounty§
A

As pailionate Brides do incom
. , arab
e Nep
Lovers give them,as Pledges,t
Tl:lfal of the perfecuted ind d??gﬁgcf kl
pol ,es 5 that they rejoyc’d to have been caunm;
:i:ﬂ by to fuffer. [bame for bis Name. But if
: c;}y defervedly Rejoyc’d to be a'.]low’dt to
h:v :; lfgrc},;xuu‘}e; <:}f1 how mlach Joy thall they
“have ju € -that are admirted i
hips andthe ToylsCor T ot perid
l T orl m A p
-them Evils) ~to which our 'aﬂiigtztingv:rci'u
tA“}?e 3{25?:)}:::&1;% iz l-foﬁ')os}’l d, does l;o.m;.xd;
Mlleviace » and refrcfhus under t
oy ‘ﬂza; x;; this fence alfo it may be truly fai:ihf}:z:
'§30 5.0 2 ez a’/’lzfemcnt of okr peage was upon him’ and
1 Y ,:15 urts we are bealed. ' But he that’Rc-
: fxevu useven by hisCrofs,will fure doMore
| aord us by his Crown, when he fhall Admir
o nr even Invite, each faithful Servantto m;
Mic. 3. ‘. yc sa ?leﬂin > than to énter-into his Mafter's
C(Zr " B rich a Source of Happinefs did
otk eﬁgn, to Make himfglfP tous in all
. apaciues and Conditions,that in Hes-
ven

AR. g 41,
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enand in Earth, it Was, and Will be, his
: us and conftant Imploymentto thate - -

¢ Griefs, or impartto us his Joys 3 an
adter Leflen our Miferies by his Suiferings,
o Encreafe our Happinefs by bis Feli-
Lindanior, that 1 (hould So- Seit. 23.
lemnly beg your Pardon for this feeming
Excurfion, till 1 come to think it:a Digretli-
on, to infilt on the Bleilednefs of Chrilt in
Heaver., treating of the Happinefs which
thofe that Love him will enjoy theres
Wherefote, notto {pend time inimploring
aneedlefs Forgivencfs, 1 (hall proceed to
tell you, Lindamor, t

hat in Heaven we {ha
not only fee our Elder Brother

Chrift, bue
probably alfo all our Kindred, Fricnds, and
Relations,that Living h

erein his Fear,Dic
in his Favour. For, fince our Saviour tells
us, that the Children of the Refurvedbion [ball Luk. 30,
be isokyyehal, equal to,0F like,the Angelss who 36-
yet inthe Vifions of Dante

1 and St. Fobn,
appear to be acquainte

d witheach other s .
Since, in the Parable of the Miferable Epi- . 16.
cure, and the Happy Beg

ar; the Father o
the Faithful is reprefented, as knowing, ot _
only the Petfon; and prefent Condition,but
the palt Story of Lazarst *

Since the In-
fructorof the Gentiles, confidently expects.
his Converted and Pious

iy
Expe noty

Thef] alonians,to be.
his



- 1ngly Happy, in our Other-felves, our

- come us thither. For, fince Chrift affures

Euk. 1 §.7.

.that in a Place, where Charity fhall not
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x Thefl 2. bts Crown at that great Day.y W

vtng twr ed mmﬁq Riy th'oifmf sh e?hg}f -b
thé:Scripture foretells,confera Star-l ke’,a;
hmmortal Brightnefs, Since (which is chief
Iy conliderqule)the Knowledge of pam'cula';
Actions, and, contequcndy,?)erfons,feenu

", 20.
Dap, a.
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requifite to the atrainment of

End pf God; inthe Day of }udthat n(t;r:l:;
M;gmfetkat.ton' of his Punitive an Rem:mé
rative ]ul.hcc: Since,I fay,thefe Aroumems.
gcl{c;es divers others;a;e afforded s by the

cripture 3 we may fafely conclude i

bable, that we '(hal{ Knov):r eachh:)flfel: [::10;
Place,where,fince nothing requifite toHap.
pinefs can be wanting,we may well fuppo;}e
(at leat, if we can imagine Here, what we
fhall think There) that we thall not want fo
great a Satisfaction, as that of being know-

Friends. Nor is this only Prob. '

N able, Linda-
mor, but *tis not Imprgbable, tg;t ;z::?c
Friends that Knowus in Heaven,(hall Wel-

us, that the very Angels (.tho
fo far from being Relgted go"c-uurg?)te};znl:e
that they are Foreiners to our very Nature)’
réceive Aceeffion of Joy for a relenting Sin-
ier; that by Repentance Beginsto turn to-
wards God 5 you will not think it Abfurd,

only

only continue,
ﬁfc&, our dear Friends thould rejoyce to

bit Come Home to him. Nox is it unlikely,
that our tranfported Souls (hall mutually

Congratulatc.each other,
fully efcaped the numerous Rocks, and

-~ Sevaphick Love, 141
(as St.Paul fpeaks) but grow's Cor. 13°

us,not only Begin to Turntowards God,

their having now

shelves, and :Quick-fands, and threatning
Sorms, and no lefs dangerous Calms,
through which they arc at length arrived at
that peaceful Haven, where Innocence and
Delight (which are herefo feldom match’d)
are infeparable Companions, bothof each
other,and eachibleiled Refident.Withthofe
Friends we here Lamented, we (hall there
Rejoyce. And’twill be but need, that the
Difcovery of each other’s Virtues (hould
bring us to 2 mutual Knowledge of our Per-
fonsfor otherwife,we (hallbe fo Chang’d,
that we (hould never know our Friends 3
(and (hould fcarce know our {elves, were
not an eminent Encreafe of Knowlcdgea
Part of that happy Change.) For thofe De-
parted Friends, whom, atour laft Separa-
tion, we faw Disfigured by all che ghattly
Horrots of Death,we hall then fee aTilting
about the Majettick Throne of Chrift, witl
their once wvile Bodies tr wmsfigured nko the pit.3.21.
likenefs of bis gloviows Body, mingling theit -
glad Acclarations with the Hallelujahs of
coe Thronesy
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Thrones, Principalities, and Powersya
. themoft dignifi’"d Eavourites of the Ceele
fiial Court, -Ineed not tell you, Lindams,
that we thall be more juftly Tranfpotted
this Meeting, than was good: old Facoba
that of his Son Jofeph, whom having ln

mourn’d for Dead and-Loft; he found naf -

-only Alive, but a great Favourite, . ready
. .welcome him to an unknown Court. - For,
whereas the Patriareh {aid to his Son; N

Gen. 4¢. let me Dye; fince 1 have feen thy face 5 the fee.

ing of our Friends in Heaven will affure us,
that we hall for ever Live with them there,
The Re-union of Friends being there as pri-
vileg’d from Divorce, asthatof Soul and
Body, (which fcarce will be more ftrict and
fatista&tory.)For,hereindeed,if our Friends
do not allay our Love or Affection by an-
welcomeAions, or their contagious Suffe:
rings, we commonly dote on them to a De-
gree, thar, as it were, Reduces God to de-
prive us Early of them,and Snatch ourIdols,
and his Rivals, from us. But there, our,on
both fides,compleated Graces,will not only
Deferve, but Allow a higher: Serain. of
Friendfhip. The riear Contemplation and
Fruition of the infinitely tranfcendent Pet-
fe&ions of the Creator, keeping all our
Kindnefs tothe Creatures, not onFy Subor-
‘disate To the Love we owe to God, but
- Grounded

Sevaphick Love.

Grounded On ir;as Excited Needles,when
they

1 | : heir
ftick fatteit to each other, oWt
ilnion :g their having both Leen touched by

the Load-ftone ; to whichsthey have there-

fore Both of them ftronger Inclinations,than
Either to the Other. -

here, probabl
ﬁnc]l;rfe’c;;d‘)thofe I;éep and Obfcure Myfte-

ies ision, which, the profoundeﬂ:
r(llciberﬁg tgsft] ll%l:e not to Elatter themfelves,
acknowledg, they arc unable fullyto Cﬁn-
prehend 5 being, after all the Toyl an ’dn-
duttry of their anxions Enquiries,reduc’d to

it down with the Apoftle’s

tand
nnot Fathom, There we (hall Under(ta
:l:ofc obfcure paffages of (That Igm.nc
Book,and uncapableof Flartery) The CBn}l)c-l
ture, which, notwichﬁgndm all that g
Criticks, and Learn’d. Expo 1to.rs,havg t-
tempted to illuitrate it does ftill cg:_ntmge,
in many Places,Obfcure. There,dlfcern{ng
how exquifitely the feveral Parts o S;np-
wre are fitted tothe feveral Tumes ,Perfons,

and Occurrences,wherein their all-forefee-

1o Author intended moft to ufethem ; we

all di ' wcilablenefs,
Il difcern not only a Reconc :
2:::: a Frliendlhip, and perfect Harmonyz::e-'
wwixe thofe Texts, that here feem mofk at

- b
Variance, and fhall dzI{:cox er not onlsye:1 c:

we (hall facisfactorily Seét. 24,

Batsos, in Ad- Rom. 1.
' 33-
miration of that Depth,whofc Botrom they
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Senfe of thie Obfcurer paffages, but the Re-
uifitenefs of their having been written fo
Obfcurely. That ftrange and peculiar,as well
as otherwife Cryptieal Method and Style of
Scripture ,whichcften coits usfo muchStudy
to find it Rational, we ihall there difcover
to be Admirable, and worthy of its Omni-
{cient Author. There,lhope,we (hall have
clearly expounded to us thofe Ridles of
Providence, which have, but too often,
Tempred ev’nGood-men,toQueftionGods
Condué& in the Government of the World;
whiltt the Calamitics and Perfecutions of
Virtue, and Innocence, feem Approv’d by
him,who Accumulates Profperities on their
Criminal Oppofers. There,we thall be con-
vinc’d,that all thefe Seeming Irregularities,
which the Heathen thought fit to tmpute to
the giddy Whimfies of a Blind feinale De-
ity, are not only Confiftent with God’s Ju-
ftice and Goodnefs, but are Produétions of
it. And though fuch a Belief do here, to
Incelligent Perfons, feem perhaps a greater
picce of Self-denial, than to. refrain from
Wine,or Gold,or Miftrefles; yetin Hea-
ven it will appear as Reafonable,as here wé
find it Difficult. For, as Bildad {peaks in
Fob, e are but of yefterd.y,and know nothing,
bec aufe ouv days upon Earth ave but a Shadow.
And the (hortnefs of our Tranfitory lives,
. not
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not permitting us to Contitue Jong enough
Spectators here, to {ee above a Scene or
rwo at moft of that great Play, A&ed by
Mankind upon the Stage of the World ; tis
no wonder, we are apt to harbour finifter
Thoughts of the Contriver of 2 Plot,whofe
neither Beginning nor End we are acquain-
red with. Which yet is litele lefs Injurious,
than’twere toCenfure the lofty Tragcedian
Seneca, or fome other matchlefs Artift, ha-
ving perufed but a Piece of fome Tragcedy;
whereof the Later part never arrived at our
view. But,when once God’s whole Plot (if
I may fo fpeak) and Condu& in the Admi-
niftration of the World, (hall come to be
Difclos’d; all thofe Revolutions and Oc=
airrences of Empires, States, Families,and
Particular Perfons, which Men are here {o
rone to Quarrel with, will therc appear
o Jult,{o Requiite,and {o Scafonable, that
thofe very things, which Here tempted us
to Deny God, thall There engage us to
Praife him; and we fhall not fo properly he
Satisfy’d with his Providence, as Raviin'd,
But efpecially,we (hall beTranfported with
Wondet ard Gratitude, when God thall
vouchfafe to difcover to his particular Ser=
vanes, the Reafons of his Difpenfations to-
wards them,and make out to them not only

the Neceffity and Juftice, but ev'n Merci~
L2 fulnefs
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fulnefs of thofe very Affliions, that were
mott nnpu’ted to his Severity, (no Stroke
from God’s Paternal Hand,either lightnin
Sooner, or falling Heavier, or ﬂayinag Lox§
ger, than the Occafion, that Extorted it
exadted ) and convince them, that thei;
Hopes were never Difappointed,but to Se.
cure their Title to Better things than thofe
they hoped for 5 nor their Interiour Inte-
refts prejudic’d, but for the Advantage.of
their Supreme ones. Yes, all that unwelcom
Dgrknc(s, that here furrounded our pur-
blind Underttandings, will vanith atpthe
iawnmgof that Bright, and (as St. Peter’s
Expreffion may be interpreted ) Eernal
day 3 whercm, the Refolution cf all thofe
D1ﬂ1cult1€§, which here Exercis’d (and
perhaps Diftrefs’d) our Faith,(hall be gran-

ted us to Reward it. And [ muft profefs

to you, Lz amor,(as Unfaihiona

a Profeffion may feem ina Gentblgtil:n{icoht

yet Two and Twenty ) that Ifind che ftud
of thofe §xcc'11(*ntThemes,God’sVVord anﬁ
his Providence,fo Difficult,and yet fo Plea-
fing and Inviting, that could Heaven afford
me no greater Bleffing than a clear Ac-
compt of the abftrufe Mylteries of Divinity

ard Providence, I1hould value the havin

my Uaderftanding Gratifi'd and Enrich’
with Truths of fo Noble and precious a Na-
ture,

, Stars.
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wre, enough to Court Heavenat the rate

of renouncing for it all thofe unmanly Sen-

fualities, and trifling Vanities, for which,
inconfidcrate Mortals are wont to forfeit
the Intereft their Saviour fo dearly bought

them in it. .
Nor (hall we onely converfe with Saints Seft. 2.

and Angels, but with that infinitely more

Jorious Deity, that made chem, what they
arc, without at all impovcrilhing himfelf.
In Heaven,we (hall enjoy (ics Maker) God,

and fee Him as be is, who ( as the Scripture
cellethus) (hallthen be all in all : Com-t Joh. 3.2.
prifing all the Goods,we valuein the Crea-* Cor. 15
cures, as Eminently and Fully, as the Sun ™™
doth the Light that Twinkleth in the

that was none of the lealt of the Anaxage-
Philofophers, fcrupl’d not to tell the Man™®-
that ask’d him, VWhat hewas botn for,that,
It was to contemplate the Suns If our be
Naturalifts themielves, though the Dark-
nels that s here caft upon Things, and the

\ Dimnefs of our Intellectual Eyes, ( whic
I remember Ariffotle fitly comparesto thofe

of an Owl ac Noon-day ) permit usto dif-
cern bue very livle of that Wifdom;

Power, and Goodnefs, which he has ex-

prefs’d in the Creation; are yet often trani-

ported and ravityd with a juft Admiration
L 3 of '’

If one,
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i,

“Joh.z.2.
1 Joh.3.2. cluded, that we fuall e like God, becaufe we

Mac. 5. 5. @-¢the pure i1 beart,for they [ball fee God : A
: As

Heb. 13, ‘tofollow peace and holinefs 5 he adds, asth
’ e

14.

- Seraphick Love.

of the Perfeions He has di

' ifplayed in i

Zl\morl}mqnlmp.. If the wiibp(l):xecrlxntlll‘ls

¢ 1efo far to vific Solomon, was put alm 1{

V{;)'(an Extatie, by the fighe of his (thou(;h
ife, yet Humane ) Ordering of things

informsus ) defire t ' '
:'j.'mtrifu.ames) of jGoa’,o x'llolof)rlgg :gein'lyaﬁ’es)ﬁm
ﬂ:’t:;gtﬁn: How grear a Satisfaction, Lizf.
e to’be?:l we jultly conceive it muft nceds
be, to b m.;tte(..i to See fo much of God
as Hea en will Difcover to us ? Efpeciall ,
conﬁﬁo much of our furure Happinefs wﬁ’l
confilt in that” Beatick Vifion , (as th
ool-men juttly call it) that St. Fobs col:

fball fee Him as He 1

Ja He is, And our Savi
lb'umge_lfb araphrafes our Coeleitirell f:‘llilcoim
y this bletled Vifion,where he fays, Bleﬂz

ontheother fide, the Wri
on : iter to th -
tég;z:g ic‘:’ppkgs the being Deni’d the ﬁeghﬁ:f
thac d V:{]/c Lje@, asa Defcription of ex
tren retchednefs, in thae Text, whe -
ving exhorted thofe to whom he’ writ:’
p

.g?zrgédtablgf Menace which he could make
of , to Deter them from fligheing his Ex
t ;rtzuon, without whichy zo Man Jball /'e;
e Lord, And by this Vifion our Saviour
feems
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{eems to defcribe the happinefs even of
Angels 5 wh_cr,c,ibrbidding thie Scandalizing
of any of tnolt litele oncs that believe in
him, Lc adas; to cnforce what he had faid,
that their Angeis
Father in Heaven. YVe€ (hallbe fo takenup '
with the Contemplation and Fruition o
hat Glorious Object, (10 whofe Infinity all
oods are Included and Dilated) that Ages,

o inberlefs as the Joys “That Beatifick

Vifion abounds with, will fcarce aifordus
Plea-

leifurgg for a Diverfion to any other
fures, than thofe it (cfcreates. VWhich are
{o Numerouss and fo Entire, that we thall
there Defire nothing that we Have not, €X=
cept more Tongues to fing morc Praifes to

Capacity to pay him

him, or at leait 2
greater Thanks for what we Have. And
even thofe Defires, God's gracious Accep-

gation will make, inbeing Conceiv’d, Ac~
comp]iﬂl’d : for, otherwife Heaven’s Refi=
dents {carce know a1y othér VWant, than
that of Need to i ; The Compleat
Bleffednefs of their Condition, reducing
them to a happy Ufelefnefs of Wilhes, l;r
affording them 2 full Prae-pofleflion of
the Objeés of Defire. There Time, like
o deltroy’d What ever it co

Fire,.having
rey on, (hall at lait Dycit {elf, and fhall

Go Outinto Eternity. Whofe Nature is
L 4 fuch,

do aiways fee the face of bis Ma. 18
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fuch, that though our Joys,after fome Cen.
turies of Years, may fecm to have grown
Elder, by having been enjoyed fo many
Ages, yet will they really 1ill continue
New, not onely upon the fcores of theit
Welcomenefs ‘and Freihnefs , but by
their perpetually Equal ( becaufe Infinite)
Diftance from a Period. There, our Feli.
city fhall always be the Same, yet ever
New. Wearinefs arguing Imperfe@ion,
either inthe Obje&, orthe Appetite s thé
Former of which is Impoffible ingGod,
and the Later (hall ceafe in Heaven:
Where our Felicity ihall be fo great, that
Variety (itfelf) (ball not be nceded asa
Parcof it. And, if Heaven do admit Varie-
ty, it may be fuppofed fuch a one, as (hall
confift in a Further Knowledg of the Firft
Object (God, ) not a Forfaking of it ; and
fuch as arifes from the fix'd Beholding of
the changing-necks of Doves, or fuch as
we may feé in the diver(ifi’d Refra@ions of
the fame fparkling Diamond. In God,
there is ‘(if I may fo fpeak?) fuch a various
Identity, that the Fruition of him Loth Sa-
tisfies and Creates Defites : though That,
without Satiety 5 and This, without Dif:
uiet. ~ Other Delighes, lik~ the ufual
loaths we wear, quickly grow Stale,and
are foon worn out ; whereas Coe]e?ial
R C - Pca_»
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. o of
icipate the Prerogatve of

P}{:ajfg::ss (pizi:negts in the ledeme%‘:l tgﬁ

:lot Impairing by being ufed Lot,lg,.u Ducs

(e amorous Needlé, once joyn 3

Load-ftone, would never ?nc%:::tp afce;

forfake the inchanting Mincra! 5 han,at et

Aves, cling no lefs clofely to lt'tSo acehe

it Moment of theit L’Imoni: 0 dotie

saints in Heaven, with the lam .

minih’d  frethnefs,

irft that
if each moment were the Fir t
]l?ey s,pacfffleffs’d themin. And,if thcx}rz Ezp‘
t ians do not improve by laﬂn_ngers at’ﬁx}:,[t
ment, 'tis perhaps,but becaufe it wfgleafures
unca;;ablc of Increafe. Or, if oltir lea ures
do admit_Acceffion, they ﬂ\au r:&e ve I
from our Affurance,that we tha ;t iy
for Ever, and perpetually »rep?d S
ther continue ) the fam’e rencw d Fruteio®s
To an Erernity, eridear’d by nc_n:l ing s e
thanby the quiet Leifure ¢ wil E ord v
undiﬁra&e;\ilyh to Etgngl{?sr it ,allxrc\l Inea -
ine of the Author’s Prati€s;
l;i%ign, happier in that by 1t wl'lc giﬁw lfeaa-
Doing, than pait Suffetmg, 1 o Togewi
ven, i aword) aur bl 0 o
efs .
Efe {(.\(:all\ll‘ll\lngggr'( as well as Have ) Eternity
it felf to tafte them fully.
" But, Lindamor, it was not my

|
i
R

4
4
&
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give you a particular Topography of difoints t0 amount to, or conftitute, a Body.
Coxleftial Canadn 5 bue oxﬂy%n f fc}:fv vf:ot“l: %%r Neighbour-Regions do all Enjoy the
to let you'{ee, that ’tis 4 Land flowing wip|bencfit of Light aswell as We; yerwe
As2lk and Honey.  And though I acknow.]enjoy not Lefs, than if they enjoy d None.
l?dge,.l have given you but dark Defctip. lndeed, there is this difference berween tie
tions (and fometimes rather Poetical thar] Sun of Righteoufnefs, and that of Heaven ;

‘ (horographicalyof what the Apoftle ttyles, | that, whereas the Later, by his prefence,

Col. 1. 12. The uberitance of the Saints in Light : ye: Eclipfes all the Plancts, Chis Artendants; )
fince, to whet our Longings, for Fruitive| the Former , though radiant with
(or Experimental ) Knowledge, it is re. much mighticr Splendor, will, by his Pre-
ferv'd among the Prerogatives of being jn] fence; Impatt itto his Saints : gccordmg to
Heaven, to know how happy we thallbe. I that of the Apoftle; when (brift, who 15 our Col. 3. &
when There : And fince,what the Scripguré Life,fball appearthen fl:all we alfo appear » ith
hath reveal’d of Paradife, feems meant ra. | him inGlory. Sothatthe Ele&, inrelation
ther to (%Jﬂlckén_ our Obedience, than Sa. | tothis Sun, (hall not be like Stars, which }
tisfie our Curiofity ; I may for thofe pur- | his thining Obfcures and makes to difap- |
pofes, have perhaps tolerably performd | pears buclike polifh’d Silver,or We“-gl.az,d |
thactask (of Heavenly Topography ) by | Arms, or thofe vafter Balls of burnglbd
the Acknowledgments of my Difabi lity to | Brafs, the tops of Churches are fometimes
do it Worthily. Ithall now onely add this adorn’d .with, which thine not till they be
Property of our expected Blifs, thar the (hin’d upon, and derive their glittering
vaft Multitude of Partners does detrac no- Brightnefs, and all the dazling Fire that
thing from each private Share, nor does environs and illuftrates them, from their
the Publicknefs Of -ic leffen Propriety In being expos'd (unskreen’d) tothe Sun’s re-
it. This Ocearrof Felicity being {o Shoar- fuleent Beams. - / ammy beloved s, and my
Iefs, and fo Bottomlefs, that afl the Saints beloved is mine, fays every Saint (with the
and: Angels cannot exhauft i, it being as Spoufe in the Canticles) to his Redeemer.
impofible for any Aggregate of Finites, to David fays of them that pu their truft in
comprehend or exhault one Infinite, as'tis | God, 7hat be [ball abundantly fatrsfie them oy 256

for the greatelt number of Mathematick | with the fatnefs of bis Houfe, and make them
Points drink

Cant. 6.3
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drink of the River of bis Pleafures : Asi
meant to infinuate, that, Asf when ;‘\ ;flu
tude of Petfons drink of the fame Rive
none of them is able to Exhauft it, and vg
each of them may have the full liberty’

154

e fupnge, that they
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will Enterchange;

hen-both their Love {hall be Perfected,

d all thofe other Graces too that are pro-

to Cherith & Encreafe it. Forythe fame
ftle, who, to affift us, to conceive the
s of the Union both betwixe Chrift

Drinking as much as he Can, or as much zftrictne
Saints, and the Saints among them-

he Could, though none but Himfelf (houl¢fnd his

be Allow’d to Isrink ofit:

that He 15 the Headyand they 1 Cor. 1.

So, whofoeveielves tells us, :
& Membeisin parttcular',teaches

enjoys God,enjoys him VWholly,or at | grebisBod
yor at leal kye’this Inferences That (to cxprefs

doth enjoy him fo Entirely, in Relation to

that Man’s Capacit iti
y> that the F
whatfoever refts unen}oy’d of Gozll:ltilso}]o?f '

bidden by the Immenfity of the Obj
zor the Pra-pofleflion c}:f his fh?/g}:& ,’?‘?:
ngels, though of a Nature Differing from
Eurs, and thereby plac’d above the erfonal
xpetience of our fufferings,andinfirmities,

do yet fo fympathize withus, thac (as our | P

Luk. 15.7. Saviour informs us) they rejoyce at the re-
entance of a finner. And,though the Mem.

bers of the Church-Militant, and thofe of

the Triumphant,live as far afunder,as Hea-

venis from Earth, and are not more Diftant

asto Place, than Differing as to Condition ;

vet St. Paul reckons all the Saints to be bur
Eph.'3.15, 977¢ Family in Heaven and Earth. Ifthen the
difparity of Refidences,of Qualities,and of
(%ondmons,canpm Now hinder the iover‘s

(; God from being fo concern’d in one ano-

ther; how much of endearing Kindnefs may

we

us to ma

hisDo&rine inhi

s ownWWords) /fose Mem= v, 7, 28.
Menibers [uffer with 18 5 and

ber [uffer, all the
if one Member Le bonour'd,” all the Members

rejogce wish it. Y €S, Lin

damov in that blefs’d

Condition, oir Wills being perfeétly con-
fornv’d unto our Maker's, no Saint not Angel
can enjoy his Love without poilcfling a pro-
ortionate Degree of Ours. And then,fince
perfedt Friendfhip appropriatcs to €ac

Friend the Crof{es and Prof] perities of the
other, (as good Barzillat could notbe high- 2 Sam.19.

lier obliged by David, than by the King’s37. -
kindnefs to his Son) cach feveral Beatitude

in Heaven fhall (infome {ort concern the

whole Society, and) be Ours. As Aftrono-

mers teach us,that the Earth receives Addi-

tion of Lightby cthe Sui’s Beams beftow'd

upon the Stars, and from the Moon refle&-

ing upon Her. And becaufe our Perfonal
Capacitics arc too 100 Narrow, to contain

r
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All thac Joy, we are (by the ftrange Arit
metick of Friendthip) in a2 manner multl

pli’d into as many Happy Perfons, as the
are Saints and Angels blp 2

Circulation, which makes us Encreafe, b
our Refenting them, thofe Joys (of others)
whofe Encreafe we Refent. Bt
Thoughts are engaged in fo good Compa-
ny, !.tndamor,that they keep me from confi-
dering, how faft the Hours pafs, and have
almoft made me forget,that theTime which
my Occafions allow’d me for Scribling to
you, is fo fat fpent, that not now at laft to
Reprieve you from the Perfecution of my
blunt Pen, were to be almoft as Injurious
to my own Affairs, as to your Patience,
Hereafter yer,Imay poffibly make you fome
amends for this, with Ripcer Difcourfes of
the Nature and Duties, or (if you will) the
Properties and Returns of this Love, to
‘which L have hitherto prefented you Some
Motives. To (the laft of ) which I might
- add, That, our Love to the Creature is an
Earneft, butto God’tisa Title ; the One

makes

efs’din Heaven Qu
1 | eme
perfec Union to our Common Head, and|®g0t © be extr

i ' ' 1on
mutual Communion with Each other, ap.J&#ton of a Paffion,

i igni Nature, or De-
plying and bringing home every Felicity Ef muft either Dignifie our Nature,

Theirs to Us. This Friendly and Reciproci
Sympathy,reaching us each Glorif’d Saints
Blefledncfs, and Him ours, by a blefs'd

Buc my

. Seraphick Love,

¢ Obje&t Ours : That, fince there is in

ve fo ftrange a Magick, as to TEansform
[&, Lover i§t0 the Obje& Lov'd ; we

ly careful of the Dedi-
which, as it is plac’d,

de it : And not to Addrefs to any
rf:w'i:rl(or, which is all one, to any Orhier)

' ' Love

biec, the Higheft Intenfity of a R
3h)ich cannot Stoop without our Degrada-
liion. And thefe I might expauiate on, and
Recruit them with many other Motives,

additional to thofe I have already infitted
o+ but that I may more properly refcrve
them to the Treatife of the Propetties of that
Love,whofe Nature fo partakes That of 1’ccs‘
Object, thac there can har&_ily be produc
more powerful Motives to It han the Con-
ditions of it. Since then (as frelhly inti-
mated) I cannot but fear that your tir d Pa-
tience, as well as my urgent Occafions
(though thefe will recall me to morrow
Morning to my own wefters Hermitage )
doth at prefent fummon me to leave
you 3 and fince I cannot do fo in a happier
placé than Heaven,1 (all fufpend my Fare-
wells, onely to beg you to believe, that fo
Noble a Motive of Exalting Friendihip, as

the Ambition of rendring Mine a fit Rettfx;x:

157 A
skes Us the Objeét’s,buc the Other makes :

2




158 L Sn"ayh:'ck‘laéve,‘ ['I' ]
fgr YOUtSA #agl fo improv’d my Kindnef)] o 39 :
“that my Affection, without wronging ij &% .
by ik o | @EBRRSSO3EE
s Attempr, than this of gairing g Rr ER GO RCY-CEAGH  GHREHS |
the Greateft, and the moft D(;ﬁtr’:ﬁéngfy % %%ﬁ%%&%%%?@
Goods, by elevating (thatNoble Harbir] A .D VERTISEMENT

ger of your Soul) ‘your Love, to Heaven;
Whofe jpgs alone are not,lnferiogf I:o
thofe which the Being made Inftrumentd

to procure them you, would really Crea s Hilfk this fourth Edia *

in /
> e tion of the fore-go-
g ing Treatife wi#s
. ) wpon finifbing , st
My deareft Lindamor , G bﬁprzedﬁ I’Ptbft, a
W ) 3
O Ay Devout and_ very

s Y Ingenious Friend of
ibe Authors , having prefid to bave
the Perufal of [fome Occafional Mes
ditations that lay by bum, on feveral
Subjecisy met, among otherS, with that
whith follows 5 And finding the Sub-
jelt to be of Affimty with what 1S ra-
they Touch'd than Infisted on; in the
65, page of the ﬁmft Treatife, Touch-
ing Men’s Inability to Praife God,
Worthily , and baving a great deal
of - Partiality for the Reflection, wowld
needs bave & annex’d as 1t wasy 0 the
nwly  finifb'd Edition :  Notwith-

M fanding

Your most Fatthful, mof
Affectionate, and moft
Humble Servant

RoterT BoyLcE.

From Leefe this 6,
of Aug. 1648.
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flanding the Author’s baving too jult
cayfe to urge o That,. befides the Im-
perfeltions that_are made necellary by the
Sublimity of the Theme, fuch Occafional
Papers, efpecially Hisy are wont to have
peculiar tnaccuratenefes, a8 being defignd
rather to entertainthe Writer himfelf than
any other Reader.

. -
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 AnOccafional RefleGtion upon a

. ET TER,
( Receiv'd in Aprily 1663.)

Cortaining an Account of what pafled on
the K 1N G’s Coronation-day, in 4

* Iittle Conntry Town,

O Need not 5 Pyrocles
“{Q after what we have
been reading , tell
you, that the VVriter
of this Letter thinks,
PG thar both in what he

has faid of the King, and in what he
has done to Solemnize His Corona-
tion , he has behav'd himfelf rarely
well.  For I doubt not, but you eafily
difcern by his VWay of writing, that he
is highly facisfied with his Perform-
ances, and expets that Jie fhally if
' Ma not

N




- [162 ]
not be Thanked by the King, at leaft be
Mention’d in the News-book. Bu
twill, I fear, be requifite to.tell you,
that this_honeft Man is not alone of
his mind 5 for being his Landlord’s
Bailiff, he is cfteem’d ac thar rate by
his Neighbours, and look'd upon asa
Man very conliderable in his Parifh;
and is-perhaps thought to have a right
to Pity moft of thofe that do not Ad-
mirc what he has now been doing,
And yet, You ard I, who pretend not
to be Courtiers, can, in his Rural Ex-
comiums, and in his ill-contrived way
of Honouring his Prince, eafily difcover
fo much thar might have been” Mended,
and fo much that may be Laugh'd ar,
that, if the King, according to His
wonted Gracioufrefs, vouchfafe this
A&ion bis Smiles, it muft not be in
confidcration of the fuitablenefs of
the Performances to the Occafion,
but, partly as they proceed from a
Hearty, though ill-exprefs'd, Loyalty
and Love , and partly, as they afford
Him a Subje& of Merriment, And
not oncly the nice Criticks , who
have feen thofe Magnificent Solem-
nities, and heard the Eloquent Pa-
‘ negyricks,

Lok dhe pincpl
icks , wherewith the principa
l&eﬁ;c :nc’l Atfemblies in the Nation
have thought they did buc Part of

what they (hould ; and not oncly
-twho%; Aﬂ%,duous Courticrs , who, by

the Honour of a n(;':lrer'Accefs have
Opportunitics  ( deni’d to others ) hof
difcovering  thofe Particularitics  that
may belt give a high Veneration for
a Great Perfon and a Grear Prince,
to thofe that are qualifid to difcern
and rellih fuch things 5 not oncly
thefe , I fay, will have a quite other
Opinion of the Rural Praifes, and An-
tique Ceremonies that were fo well
Jikd a hundred Miles from London 5
bue this Country-man_himfelf, if he
-were admirted to the Court, and kred
a while there, would in time {eefo Ereat
a diftance berwixt what he Has done,
and what a Perfon Leteer bred Might
have done, that he could not remember
without Blufhes,what he now looks upon
-wi tumph. '

wu};r;flmxllo& I mult on this occafion
confefs to You , Pyrocles o thac 1
have (on other Rifes ) feveral tmes
been revolving in my Thoughts, what

| i ‘ ‘Praifes
the Angels t,hmkMogf thofe ra;nd

-~
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| actions of Providence , of which,

and Delfcripti [16‘}]
_Deferiptions o God that Mo
devife , ( For I intend not 'heréw 2:
fpeak of thofe the Scripture fug.
efts ) aad wherein we are moft Ag.
filx?\l::ded b)({1 othcr{i , and do oftcﬁ-
s perchance laud our fc
For thofe Coeleﬂ?eﬂ Courtiergd‘ﬁ.f
I may fo call them) have feveral
Advantages to affift them in the
Celcbration of our common Mafter
which we poor Mortals want. For
Firt They are free from thofe Self-
ith and Inordinate Affe&ions, tha
too .often hinder us, either fron: Dif-
cerning the Exccllency of divers of
God’s  Auributes and Ways , o
from duly' Acknowledging it. The
have no Sins to keep them from del){
%:.rg'mg the Juftnefs of what he does;
ey have no Ingratitude to o oft
the fuller Refentments of His (ggod-
nefs ; and they are not tempted, not
;‘o difcern and adore His Wifc,lom
or fear they fhould appear C ul-
pable for repining at His Difpex;fa;
;?ns.. And “indeed, their Longvity
gwmg them the full Profpcét from
end to end, of thofe -intricate traof-

fhort-

LA
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(hort-liv'd Mortals do commonly fee but
apart 3 they are queftionlefs far more

farisfi'd with the incomparably better

Contrivances they difcern in the Man-
agement of human Affairs, than we ar¢
with the Conduct or Plots: of the moft
skilfully written Plays and Romanccs.
Befides, Thofe happy Spirits, of whom
the Scripture tells us, that

ally fee His face , have by that Pri-
vilege, the blefs’d Opportunitics of dif-
covering in the Deity they Contem-

late and Serve, many Excellen-
cies, which even They could never but
by Expericnce  have form’d - any
thoughts of ; and they fee in one
anothers  Solemn  Adorations and
Praifes, a way of Honouring -the Ob-
io& of them , fo much tranicending
the utmoft of what We here aim at,

that their Homages to - their Crea-

tor may well be fuppos’d of a far

Nobler Kind than outs. ~And laftly 5
When I confider, how much lefs-un~
worthy. Thoughts and  Expreflion$
touching T hings Divine ~thé  fame
Petfon may have, whien '¢ome' to his

full Maturity of
. M 4 w

“They §tand Luk. 1.
before God , and that they contins= Ml 18.

Age and Parts, and-
ik
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whillt he was buc a Child jn :
and when I confider , - how l;;ilhcﬁ
more Advantagions Conceptions of
the Wifdem difplayed in the Uni.
verfe, and particularly in the Contri.
vance of a Human Body, one that i;
a true Philofopher, and 3 skilful A.
natomift, may have, in poniparifon of
a Man illitcrare , "and  unacquainted
with Dide&tions : When, I fay, I
conﬁdgr thefe things , and comy,are
Ihc dim Twi-ligh of Humap Ir?tcl-
Rcé(tig in this Life, with that Clear and
adiane Lighe, whijch the Scripture
ahcnbcs to Angels, I cannot but think
that , having to the Privilece of a
much Nearer Accefs than js allow'd
Us to contemplate God's Perfedi-
ons, the Advantage of having incom-
parably more Ifluminated Intelles to
prrehcnd them with , they muft
qu__c chCl: efs Conceptions of the
[ ;‘?ne Auributes , and gIoriﬁé the
EH fleflor at an otherguefs Rate, than is
allowed to Thofe, whofe Underftand-
}gg_s arefo dim, and whofe Refidence js
] _g remote from thae blefs’d Place, where
the Perfections they would Extol are

moft Difplay'd,
" o Aflifted

‘| but becaufe , though

[167]

Affited by thefe and_the like Ad-
yantages , Pyrocles thofe happy Spi-
fits Ay well frame Notions , and
employ ~ Expreffions in honour of
their Maker, fo far tranfcending Ours,
that, though the Angel’s Goodnefs
keeps them, doubtlefs, from . behold-
ing them with Contempt 3 yet, We
may well think, ghey look upon them
with fuch a kind of Pity, as that,
wherewith great Wits and Cour-
iers look upon the Miftakes and
Imperfections of what they Did and
Writ, when they were bur School«
boys ;5 and as that, wherewiths when
we (hall be admitted to the Socicty
of the Angels, we {hall look back
upon eur former felves. No , Py-
rcles 5, to Praife God is a 'Debt,
which, though we fhould ever be
Paying , we. mult always Owe,
not onely becaufe the renewed Ob-
ligarions will lat as long as we;

the entire Sum
were pofible to be aid, we have
to Coyn of the Value that would
be requifite to make a Payment O
that nature. ~Tis true indeed 5’ that

fome Men fay much More than others
UPOB
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upon a Subje&t , on which n
can _fay Enpugh, and which, evenot,;::
Heb. xo. Spirits of just Men made perfe o
but imperfe&ly celebrate. It mg
be too, that the Praifes we pay tz
God procure Us fome from Men
and pe.rhaps even from Orators ané
Encomiatts 5 and though I hope no
Man can fo far flardy himfelf, as 1o
think he can Flatter what he can ne.
ver do Rxght to ; yet, the Zealoufnefs
of our Endeavours , and the Ap-
plaufe that others entertain them
with, may perhaps tempt us to think
. that, becaufe in our Expreffions we
have Surpafs'd our Selves, we have
almoft Equall'd our Theme : as if to
make our Praifes too great for any
other Subject , were fufficient to
make them great enough for God
By alas,. how widely “muft- we be
mittaken I fince our ~Expreffions, if
we fpeak fence, can at beft bue fally
reprefent our’ Conceptions , and tholg
bg{qg but -the ‘Notions of a Finite
Créature, muft needs’ fall _exereme-
Iy’ fhott “of Perfe&ions; which - were
not’' What they are, if they were not
Infinite. " No , ‘when .we have ems

ploy’d

picks and

 Creatures , - and
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ployd the loftielt Hyperboles , and

exhaufted all the celebrating  To-
‘Figures  of Rhetorick 3
when we have  drefs’d Metaphyfical
Abftiractions in Poctick Raptures
when we  have ranfack'd what evet
things ‘are moft Excellent among the:
d  having  Defecated
them, and Pil'd them up together,
have made that Heap but a Rife to
wke our foaring flight from ; when
we have fumm’d up, and left Beneath
our Expreflions, all that we are here
wont to acknowledge Above themg
nay , when Inftructed, as well as In-
flanvd, and Tranfported by that In-
accefible  Light 5  that is Inbabsted
by what we_Adorc, we {cem Rais’d
and Elevated above all thar is Mor-
tal, and aboye our felves, and {ay
“things, that nothing elfe could cither
Infpire or Merit 5 even then , 1 fay,
thofe Expreffions, " any other-

1 Tim. 6.
16.

which
wife applid. would be Hyperboles,
do. but exprefs our Devorion, not

the Divine Objeét of it and declare
How much .we honour ‘Him, ra-

ther than ‘What He:is. ‘And in-
deed, none but the Poffefflor of -an
Infinite
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Infinite  IncelleG can be able to fay:

PerfeGions deferves to have faid

Him. And whar ever zealous slu"]lf
we Praife God with, we do far lef
Honour Him than Injure Him , j
we think our afpiringet Praifes ca
ﬁmv? fo fary as, I fay notto Reach,
S::f)jca ' much as ¢o .c;lpproacb their
Buc let not this inevitable. Impo-
tchcc ( P{;ocles )Th'l}'ouble s or Dif-

courage s, ofle b
Bev. 14.4, thae )g‘bilow the Lamb whtl'fllfgjdbeuﬁmt’
goes; do (as we are taughe in the Apo.
calypfe) make it their Bufinefs, and
find it cheir ‘Happinefs, to fpend a
great part of their Eternity in Ex-
toﬂx’t:ig Him, by whom ‘they are
placd in a Condition, where they
can have no Employment, bur whar
Is'Holy and Noble. " And even here
beIow? the Praifing of God is a work,
wherein we Imitate, though we - do
not Equal, the Angels, and are bu-
fied in the fame Employment, though
not with the fame Skill, Nay, Hea-
ven it {elf exempts not its Refidents
from an Impotence which belongs
to
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to Creatures 5 not as they are Imper-

what the Pofleffor of other Inﬁm{c fe@ ones, buc as they are Creatures.

Even the Members of the Church

Triumphant do not Triumph over

this neceffary Impotence their Praifes

may nced Pardon,. even in a Place

where they can Sin no more : And

they can expe& but from God’s

Goodnefs, the Acceptance of thofe

Praifes, that are Improv’d, as well as

Occafion’d, even by their. being made

Partakers of his. Glory. Nay, even

in the Prophet Ifaiab’s Exflatick Vifion,Efs. 6.3

the Scraphims themfclves, that are

introduced, as anfwering one ano-

ther’s glad Acclamations to God,

are likewife reprefented, as Coverin

(out of refpe&t) their Faces with

their Wings. But, Pyrocles, as 1 was

faying , this unavoidable Difability, to

fay things WWorthy of God, need not

at all trouble us ; ffnce we pay our

Homages to one, whofe Goodnefs our

exprcfﬁons can as litle equal, as they

can his other Attributes. He that Cre-

ated us, will not Impute it to us,

that we a&t bue as Creatures 3 And

fince he has declar’d , that where Cor. 3

there is a willing Mind, a Man is ac-3,”"
cepted
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ce)ted actording to what be -bas ; gy
Aot according to what “he -bas 7ok fore far

The Impote:-z I have been fpéak
ing of, ought to bring us father Jo
than Trouble , fince the infinite Dj
ftance ‘betwixe usy without le‘ﬂ'ening
his favourable Acceptance of ou
Praifes , fuppofes the boundlefs Per.
fe@ions of Him, whom thofc Praife
(through his Goodnefs ) help to give
us an Intere(t in 3 And no Son would
teépine- at His Royal Father’s Great.
nefs , how Immenfe foever , being
fure, that Greatnefs would not leflen
his Kindnefs. For ’tis lefs Défirable
to be able to defcribe the Power and
Excellencies of him we have an In-
tereft in, than tohavean Intereft in one,
whofc Power and Goodnefs exceeds
what ever we can Say or Fancy of
them, .

" To conclude, Pyrocles, fince on the
one fide Ged is moft truly faid in the
Scripture to6" be fo Gloriows, that be is
Exalted above all Blefing and Praife,
and confequeritly, though 7 cosld (to
ufe St. Paul’s phrafe ) fpeak with the
Tongues of Men and Angels , yet the
highett things I could fay of the Di-

vire

one of t

4
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ine Perfe@ions, muft needs be there-
Below them, becaufe a Crea-
wre were able to fay them.  And, fince
on the other fide, it is of Us Men, that

Praifey glorifieth Me 5 and his tran-

{endent Excellency is fo far from be-

ing inconfiftent with a refembling

Gracioufnefs, that fuch a Benignity is
he moft confpicuous parts of
it; I will not forbear to pay my Praifes
uto one , whofe Deferving infinitely
more than I can offer, keeps him not
from Accepting as much lefs than he
deferves. But then Imuft not Prefume
to fill my mouth with his Prasfes, with-
out Senfibly acknowledging, that there
is not any- Subje®, whercon my Ex-
preflions can more want Eloquence,
than on this Subjeét ; even Eloquence
it {elf would want Expreflions.

FINIS.

J God vouchfafes to fay , #hofo offerethp(qo.13. .



