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FIRST RISE

. OF THE
Name Proteftant;
| And what Proteffantifm is : with a
Juftification of it; and an earneft

Exhortation to all Proteftants to-
perfift in that Holy Religion.

‘Bya PrOfefTed'Enemy to Perfecution.

| LORD B1SHOP of CORKS Proteftant Peace-
‘|© Maker. Pag. 128. I am, and muft be in the
mind, that she Sirength of the Proteftant Caufe, both
bere at Home, and throughout Chrifkéndom, byesinthe-
Union of Proteltants ; and the Glory, Pirity, and Pov-
er of Chriftianity in the World, ftands -or falls with -
PROTESTANTISM

LONDON, Printed inthe Year 1688.
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Pooteltant  Reader,
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r - F E: following Paperéwerey for the anoft part }f them,,

writ two Years finos, and bad then been q[fe(e ‘to your
view, if they bad wot been obflrutted by fome Perfons,
and for fome Confiderations, of no ufz tobe here menti-
owed. . S ey L )

The Author conceived at thar time, there wasgccafion 9\‘0 Jufpelt,
that many who prerended to be Proveftants,clofed with that Profeffiin
okt of Intereftyor fomething avkin 1d thaty rather than. from K now-
ledge and Confeience,  Many appearéd. ignovant of the occafion of
the Protchant Name, and:to tnderftand no betyer what was Pro-
teftantifi it felf. . Thefefremed to ba fo wavering avd, uncafic un-
der their. prefent Circumftances, that litsle lefs mas neceflarvy to ve.
voncile them to' the Roman: Religion, than to.be certainly fecured
from the servible effeéls of Humane Sratutesy provided to deter Men
from fuch Reconciliation. - :

This prompted tbe Author ( having fome undsfired vacasion ay
that'time; from his ufisal Imploy § to endeauonr. to contribute fome-
thing Yowards she helping of fuch, wha were thys infteady, o difters
what it was they were abbut torelinguifh 3 and confequently, enguire
what it is, onthe other fide, they wut cfponfe.  People, in matters
of Religiony onght tobe confiderate and waryy they fhanld not deal
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The Bpiftle:
ith Religien. 4s1he o shelr Hais wid Cliaihi; whei out o
TI:: faRﬂft:‘%:m y.;;;.’,fmmmbm awd Confifcarionsy and ficch E,I
ines, are wo Gofpeb Appointments to befriend the Trne Faith, Yea,
¢ is of opinion, that the Ambition and Sloth of Church-Officersy
did firft imsroduce Penal Laws, to-defend r_md gnard Chriftianity,
and forcs People into 4 Profeffion of the Trush, And vhat Chrie
ﬂ;“m‘,y,.quc gredper nqm{w’{yf yedf Profelites, during Conftan-
tine’s gn) al Tolerysion, than wer ¢ gpade b the I’tyml Lawy under
thar Evmperour’s Governméiits o W'all the Penal. Laws thas cver
weve made fince that tsme. He think3 that Penal Laws have not wholly
rendred Chriftianity :'mff:&ual-, bue how mush they bave impeded
its progref3, be thinks, i v_ery,hfrd. to comprehend. They bave cers
sainly very much promottd FHypborify And Formality.
¢ Anrhor is sndeed a Conformiffy bt one that 'nmsgwcwd at the
indiferects and lefs chatitable cenfures and-carriages of many who
bgaﬁvd of the fame chayatter. He was veally fron led to fee rkm,
who [aid they ere Droteftants, behave them[eloes Jo nnbefeemingly
towards their fellow proteftants, and fo induftrionfly weaken and
undermine that very Church they ;.mld: Juch a clainonr a{:am. He
- does ot ¥mpute what fhey did, irinr;{y to fpleen and malice againf,
the Chirchthey vetended to.  As for many of them, he apprebends
theiy [mellcthmfs were fo impotent, they bad few thoughts of their
owm; by which to gaver” themfalues, but were wholly under a for-
reign condult, which yet they perc_nwd not. How many niove were
i-njlmriced‘b nations 100 HICAn and carnal. for any good  Mars volun-
mm‘ly o r‘e} ful bimfelf wrto ? Forthe firft _ﬁ)rt, e may pray, as our
Saviotr did for bis Crcifiers; Lords forgive them, for they knew
not what they did.  But a5 for the ather Jort, be leaves "h’." to
confider bt medfure of Charty belongs +0 them, whe furionfly.
yuine :heir{lgéliaiou.‘c Neighhotrsy and pull down the Cherch rhey
[een to omit, medrly to fatisfi¥ their own filthy and moft deseffable
Lufts.  He pmani fefted fome refentmens that Proteftantifn fhosld
Ve treated with fo sauch harfonfy by thofe who prerended to the
fame Reiigion. Which occafioned bis having fome ex pevience, #ot.
only of the veproachful ldhg;;qqh} hbur»_ the. ruder eff?&raf the mif-
sided webemence of “foms of "his oron: Communion But -thefe
Thinzs be owerlooks, and hape:“rhar orhcr_:, whofe treatment bath not
been very obligings will fo forget what is paﬂ,. as nat L0 infift there-
oyt 1he prcjm!icc und dammage of tht Rehg;.an in common amonglt

f. . , .
" e Prefaces concnriing all thefe matters with the Au'tbav
) ’ -thinks,

The. Bpiftle.

anything nom againfty by
']'fyoould%ieﬁre,' % KRR

‘1. Thofe who ave indifferens, and ééu\erinf,
[erioufly before they change.. Some, it 1y oy
Proteftant Profeffions were it nog they were
‘in-this

ple_ to depare.from the

e with the dread and servomy of Jome. futurt danger,
Warld, that pxay'pa]ﬁ,bly atl{c.'rmk‘{‘f them, ﬂ;{uld t,bcy,,,undn; prefemt .
Circumflances, refign 4p themfelves £8 4

made Criminal, ~Bus true Religion is & master qHs

_r.-dzq Truthius

vy

L£

Humane Laws : it i of mojt meceffary and
Mens Soulsy anf.sheir Eterpal Salyation. And \Hutpane Laws,
whether fory or againft.ity do not. aktershe €

both as Chriftians .and as Men, you oug
things. Woere different Religions.ars proo

Apd morp particddarly, ..
Nty ey i
‘0q confider and shink.

wanld makg no ferin. ..

to 4 orth of PHOR
veftants, in. dwtreaping and ;’ﬁqbimg e, -ther theymil-medo. )\
Ja

the Particulars o cach (ide, by the Onl Rule of Religion,

muft govern your [tlves by Evidence. T
of Religion, and the unvaluable worth of y
this,  There is nothing fo Foolifh. and
Religion you do not wnderftand, or to ©
you ‘immr wot why, nor wherefore.

Preferments and Fononrs ?

expelt thefe thingt whil {} there are others

who bring bereer Teftimons

be that changes snconfidera

o are affured you fhall pot.
%xfx;rcif: of your Relt ion
which fully performed, will at

dearned and fubsil Adherers

that yot have nothing, under which you mdy

be forced to ve

, by ‘& Royal Promife.
tratt greater vepute and gl
Roman Religion, . than all the Arguments and Devices,

abfurd,.

Would you a
Alas, how ligtle reafe

als with <them !
1ely, gives no pr
DParts, or of bis Integrity. Do you hope, by .
gion, to ¢ftape Tvoubles’ and Sufferings £ T bis is an ill cowrfc
to be raken for fach a purpofe, and not
G od can find you omty and has

nquifn ¢

1o that See, did ever: invents

nothing 0 pAtronize your Rewolt, - And. 0

Temptation, is a once. both
can match on cither acconnt.
2. Thofe, who pretending’

-an extravigant ferencyy an

a Folly and Wis

to ¢he Church of Eu-land, bave b
carnefinefs, done A
J that

d nnneighbonrly

kednefsyt

ofeffions onr Laws have .
# te diftinét fr*a"’n

important concern §a -

afe. . vind therefore
he to-confider and wei

9d, you muft examing .

and

¢ nature and pnporsanee. .
onr owon Soulsy require
as to be of a
hange your . Profeffion,
lier , to obtain
n have you to
o’,f more defert,_md
an. you can f For |
oof diber of . bis-
alrering your Reli-

hlike'ly mjzwmd, _ fg‘“?f‘

ways enough to pui oi, Befidesy,
¥ f l_f{ he quffe.ﬂ‘m’l(;
.4,‘Pr¢mi[c', :
ory to the
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_ THe:. Bpiftiél
tharmasiiy theiy prwer N:imilwr'o'ﬁn'-mmma,"w e ihéir

Ffativp Prétestants uncafio ol confmiafs o THY-I tautd iniveqs
to Koink: pith’ fedatemifs on-whad thdy bavddends how wiuch they
bave injured the Proteftant Intereft, and what a fhroke they bhave lsid
the Comminioni ro whioh they presendedy oped unts 7 3T bigh time

youto betike jir febivos o & deop Flumilsation, gidly' Sorrom, and

Solifick: Rebbritance fov Yol you: blevdidins ' yeay bo take cave yois -

makiFeft your Enintiarion d \Répevis vice i (o folemn and publick
t

a May ﬁw‘"?{:"'m@;b&d\*-ﬁnfé‘-ﬁﬁ)ﬁo}iiéﬁ-gb .“Nbroriety of your

fanlk, '--vi'bn_r‘imxbx]ﬁble Mah‘i Yiavié'yos dont ta the Proteftant

Canfe ? What o dreadful’ blowbave you given the Church of Eng-
Vind 2" Have you rot made it thueto totter 7 Have you nor l:zidgit

althb bt oo ably proftrite 2 What ounds like thofe which were >
(’?'ﬁtlég’?d Friends GV sigp- about to eonvive rxc"ufc}, ‘to
A

miie
piliiite the Biifebief you Bave dono, no verbal dpolapy can’ make
avicindl” for yout- Crime. Repent and weep, and pray and »,form,
wnd tlnis [pecidily, thovowly” azgrevate: your cuile, take frame to
yeur ftlves publickly, and by hearty Reperbance, and - thoretw Re-
Sorwatiin, baften to pub.aflopto ‘thofe Iindations of Fudgment s

you biave made way fory thisis the leaft you onght to do. Re-
mcnber thar Heathens and Jews, in profecuting the Old Chri-

ftians ; and the Romanilts in perfecuring Proteltants, bave this
excufe above you, that they never pc;fwmcd for thingswhich they
:hcm[elws ackpowledged 0 be meer
not beew afraidd 10° comnmiit thefe eui rki;( s againft your Fellonr
Prateftants; mith a bigh bapd, and i the fight of the Sun : fo

be nor nitd afbamed ro make yonr Repenrance as open il vifible : -
neither he averfe, by reflitution to the ntmoft of yorr pater) to

miks favisfattion for all your wnjuft and tercilefs oxattions,

Wi ;{.@71; )(’b)i,.ﬁ#ﬂ_r/g andd-fguee2 ' from othérs in an vidlent -ay-’
l!/i‘%}# NWa P N b mady v i‘au" impoverifie, amd veducts-:
1o WO eNeremiries s nnbl)';hi.t for Bhings, ‘which -at the fams time-
you boiild ok Biie agknowlede, were not worth one hair of any Man's
Hegd? Suffer not the Wages: of umvighteonfue[s-to vemain i1 an

of youp' Hands, of in any of Joue HMoufes s bue by faithful res
Fituriohy do"t_k"‘bf{? \ybu, cani 10 fEcure your felves from the
Arradlll "%m_imjgj)ic :)ﬁ«_'ch"’Wickgd’_)tﬁE: do expof¥ you unts.. af
you MXKe ot the beft fatisfaction Jow are able, to thofs you Baye

wranged, what can you expelt, but that God will yemember your
damgg:%nm[}".‘ youmy ,4”4 that you fhall perifh: for ever likg yau;
i . : om.

indifferegr.” s 'you have

B A5 Sy -3l e
Lenh  get o TR B AL VA W
oy dide? MY el ridafowe ' Fomal RENE, uat BB
'%@gﬁc!tmn\'ﬁpagaiw ‘God‘_ﬂ{am‘c‘am‘:h‘%ﬁ“du g lgfsﬁ“ .
Job. 20. 15, [ddve yolu irof JAfF brafen Vo' dfraidy lealt Di-
it Vingeance fronld sviytake’ you off 1bY ﬁ:j? #4 did e God
Jrould mak the Lawdd fiord. ouf 'fustt B it Ay # Wherefors
let my Counfel” be “dcetpeabile $irs yat 'and break off your
Sins by Rightcoufiefs, and your Iniquities, by fhewing Mer~
cy to the Poor, if it may bealengthening of your Tranguility,
Dan, 4. 27.

3. Thofe who diffent from the Church of England : Thefe I
woild defive 10 takg caie, they do nor vefent their former urkind
Treasmens with any. exorbitances , nor” fuffer the remembrance
thereof to alienate whem from their Proteflant Brethren of the
“other Communion. Do not indulge™ 1o your Paffions, nor keep ar
any greater diflauce than ueeds you muft. Be wot burried into
any unadvifed compliances on the one Hand ; or flifuefs on the
others  Pergrit not wrath or revenge to bave any place in you,
much lefiy to tranfport youinto any unchriffian indecencies, “Fall
wot your fulves intowhat you have perceived to have no comlinefs
in the Conformilt Party.  Fall ot out one with anather : improve
the Eafe, Freedom, and Liberty you injoy, for the veal Intereft
of Religion. Be not concerned ‘to make Parties ; neither be over-
warm for Notions or Prathives which bave wo plain and exprefs
warrant i Scripture. -

Let us ail unite, and be brotherly affestioned one towayds anoa
ther. Ler ns lay afide and caft from us, with utmoft diflike,
all onr Animofities, carnal Interejts, and unjuft Prejudices on
cvery hand,  Let us wholly mind the things of Chriff, and bear
on anothers burchens 5 leave all Indifferencies juft as Chrift
hath left them 5 make the Scripturves ony only Rule, and lay ne
move fbrefs on any particulars, than Chrifl bimfelf hath laid on
them. Lee ns all pray carneflly, improve diligently, both the
Inftruttions of the Holy Scriptures, and the prefent Cafls of
Providence. ~ Let us all hwmble onr folves duly under the
Mighty Hand of God ; fearch into, and try our Hearts and
our Ways, and tirn 10 the Lord from alt our ewil doings, with

onr' whole mighe.  Let ns all be z}/’ one mind, flriving togasher -
et

for the Faith of the Gofpel s and let us follow after Peace with

'
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Y'r" m- and ‘Hdi”ﬁ .’";’"“".‘M none ”’H.} ﬁ‘ ;ib;nl'”d' , T .I‘- T 0 it iR o

'fl'htﬁ“wi’ltht',LorJ‘mm;md,ulve'-grnéiut:A_ndthc fom- e i :
AN ACCOUN T

o of the Lord thall return, and "come to Zion with Sonj
C+4 Ofthe FIRST RISE of the Name

e Yoy Ui , i
and eyerlafting Joy u their Heads. Th fhall. obyain
ot Jo¥ andghgnef»ﬁnd‘ Sorrow and Sighog.

I ;' s R ‘I:n::ﬂg‘-‘ ﬁeg away.lffi. 35 10 o IR

© | Proteftant, &c.

oD . o ' Aimburgh (in his Hiftory of the League ) having
T L _ o occafion to take notice of a Story, which had been
B SR , o publifhed, and had paffed very currently lon
L R 2 . time without contradiction, for which he coul
' find no warrant ; after lie had m_%dc a: fipll inquiry
R : : about it; makes this Remark : ¢ This in realon fhould give a
L I ST : « caution to fuch as undertake the writing of a Hiftory, not to
R o o , cyruft all forts of Writers, and not ambitiotlly to. fwell theic
W L g « Works with all they find written in certain unauthentick Me-
ﬁ . « moirs, without giving themfelves the leifjire to examine their
' A N « merit and their quality. Pag. 169 ' o
L “'Had this Atchor himfelf cxaltly remicinbred, and frict!
AL Gewe. e S . kept to this bint in all his Writings, he would have done_muc
B B - o to have raie’d himfelf a lafting honourablé Reputation, he
o Ul R o would have greatly befriended and obliged the prefent Genera-
o . : . . tion and Poftesity,, pone could have had gdod wargant to write
e o . . againf} him, his Hiftories would have beem more confiderable
o ' _ , for their Truth, than now they be for their Stile. K
FIET ) R ~ And if othersy who pretend to miflike mifreprefening, had
L R . but carcfully obferved this Rule of Mainburgh's, with othiers
S R S of the like import, Chriflians, the moft infocetlt ’ggid “of
) - . . veateft worth, could not have been {o injurionfly ah% ¢ 4hd
. g Foattercd, as qf late they have been by feveral hands.
R hatever complaints and outcrics may be rais’d againtt the
T T S S Proteftants, as if they were not candid and juft enough in the
Accounts they give the World cl;f the RomanifP’s Faith, Wor-

‘ . “ . o .'v. :
+ . . fhip,

N .‘,,* -




(=)
fip, and pradice’y "though "wé Thodld allow, that i PaL-
ticulits, particatar--Writers -have - eglc::l;cglita:tdmn‘g: i{f ”
'vwgthm fuch moderate bounds as they would have done hle)ti
thiey fol_lqwgq the cyamples of our-moft. Learned agd ]l,ldici(-
ous Authors § whotbeyond cbntradiction, have proved ore
againft their Adverfaries than we do ordinarily exprefly charge
them wg}}f}_vr, et upop fpppofjtiog th b fome af-pyr Writegr
have becn faulty this'way, thieyf ar h‘o% tlhé' o%i&f&'rfons nilf
ty » and of all pecople in the world, the Romanifis havcg the
leaft ceafon to infilf u a charge of this nature; for though
their fault doth nogedenfe dny of ogr Writery, u’gmx:y in ctée
famt avhmet, yét it edndergsom very unmect. 10 upbraid. and
reproach, and make tragical complaints againt others, fo
whlatt_tl}cy are m]org cnornl)iouﬂy faulty inthemftlves g
It is but tqo obvious, that fome.pains have be j
to 'mlﬁ_cpfe ent ‘thq,;PrAttﬂnm; alll) over, and rf)nlsgi(igv?a?lgitlré
_woxl‘d_)ntg 2 belicf of vety odd and ftrange things both éon-
cerning (hgit, Perfons and’ Religion;: yea, thelvery Name b
-/“thl%‘.'i’;l“.ybar",cyeéy‘wgkﬁc kp’o‘h;'g’h“" RPN TV R ¥
" Tudeeq], the wotd Proceftant, and fts ife; mhve -
phered and reprefénted wnder fuch 'ixi;&gré‘t"eﬁil C.%gcrgé{ggccg
perfons of ong complexioh and of another, that fome ( »:/hg
it might have heen ¢« e@ed, had had noré knowledge. and
Ampre wit ) {nq:v.c,bgcn‘a md{t,’,;dz( tather, glfit¢ amacd of that
i which thieir Anceftors “idedunted ‘an “honour, and b
.which the Reli ion they’ pretend co, is ‘every where 'kn'ownx
what 'thotghts fuéh 'have 6f the Religion'it felf, timé may di-
feovexr, ‘Who would ever have thought that. ]E;:glxjhmm who
‘had.along time, ot rather, all their time been brought up in
) ;};e“tggvh of England, and would fiin hdbe thade ;i"Figxi'rI; fn
thelr (i };np‘glts,_ fhould ;{_,ct bc.gt a Jofi by. what namc'eo Call the
Religion they did profels ;' cextalply the comimon _naime might
havepaft well cnough, bad flot fothe urjuft prejudicé prévailid :
And s yery probable, this prejudice did take its Rife from
"; “}gﬂﬁ‘; gg}gﬁ mifreprefenting, and giving a wrong account of
. "y Lo . i T T ,"’I' : ' M ’ st
““Thiofe who prefefs true and unmixt Chrifiahiry, have
f Vg M M v pP av
g}th; while, been dlﬂinguiﬂ?d}j jn moft. p’al;tg,df . th)‘éaWdfeldfoi){;
the name of Proroftants ; from others, who have mingled with
a profeflion of Chriftianity 8 great many ‘grofs ¢ontradictions
and inconfiftencies : And till now of Jate, none who “owned
the

S S

T

(33}

ghie TR gohy! aerrinfiareliofs tho Nams -+ Thefesho liked
fot- et Romifh' Oomiinion) ditinen hitl it a reproach to be cals
fed: Prosefiintsl! 1 Thou fi the Name might be frit devifed by
che Adverfarics of our Religlon, and might be ufed by themat
firft in fcorn and’ contempt, with-reference to thofe who would
fot »imbri«ée ghd fubmie to bllthe: forelgn and unfcriptusal No
vighy’ and’ Ptadtices which teceived life: and -uthoricy from
Resre 3 yet the-antlent love to, and zeal for Religion,-only a8
cotmanded by divine Atithority; and as warranted by ¢ ofe
Books which are aniverfall acknowledged by alt Chrifidans o
be writ by ‘en divinely irfpired, reconciled our Anceftors t0
that Namebywhich the Adverfarics of thelr Rellgion’ would
have redicul’d shem out of their profellion. - And how it is
come topafs, that eople” profelling the e Retgion, hould
now appear (hy, and boggle at the Nane, a3 if fome dreadful
and hideous matter were wrapt up in the word Proteftant,1can=
not imagine, unlefs either their love to, and zeal for theic Rer -
ligion, be lefs than their Anceftor® was; or that fomeifalfe re-
?refentations, have been made to- ehem of the- importance and

eft occafion of this Name. What fort of writcrsthave con-

. tributed moft to create prejudices in mens minds againt the

name Proteftans, 1 will not deterniine ¢ but 1 do not lay all the
faule of mifreprefenting in this cafe, on thofe who do openly
rofefs themfelves of the Romifhy Commution and yet T ¢annot
wholly ckenfe tnem, becaifc of late, they-have becen at no fnall
ftudy and troublé to perfwade people to cntertaln yery wrong
1dea’s both of the Proreffant Name and Religion.
Weare lately told, that ¢« The Protefbant Perfivafion 1as iks
t Name, Being,and Support, not from what it is in it {elf, but
« from what it is not, in defying: and proteftingagainft their
t Neipghbours. - Rep. in behalf of Amicable Accomod. pig. 17
Now it may not be altogether improper, -in- order to the fet-
ting of fome weaker people right in cheir apprehenfions, to
-give a fhort and true account ofthe firftioccafion and rifc of this
Name Proseftant, and its general ufe ever finee, from Authors.
- of the beft ‘¢redjt and reputc on eachfide. ” oo
And that this Account may be the moro clear and ditin, it
will be requifite to obferve in general,’ That a great corfuption
had for many Ages overfpread Chriftianity, in the Romifh
Church. Afterwards we may take notice, how Princes and
Pedple were more direttly pxeparcd 10 renougee and ca(th off
2 thofz




(é))
thofe Cornptidins:; -and then itiwill be proper to rolate thepac-
ticulad matter of Fat which occa('lon(ec.il:hisc NamePIPrmjfagir:
and when thefe arc difpatched, you fhall hear what Proseffantifin
is, and wherein Protgjtantifm doth really confift,

The word Proteftant isa forreign word, derived to us from
other peoplc ; and it has been, and is ftill ufed with relation to
Religion, . in all Nations whepe: it is mentioned. 8o that every
where, thofe who have owned .and profefled the Proseffane Reli-
gion, have paft currently with alrforts of people for Prose-
ftams.. Audghe Proteftans Religion is the true Chriftian Reli-
gion, refcued-and reformed from thofe Corruptions and humane
‘Additions the Church of Rome had for many Ages, without good
warrant, intermixcd with it. o

_ The Myltery of Iniquiiy, which began inthe Apofties days,
did by degrees increale to that height in the Roman Church,
that it almoft overwhelmed true Chriffianity, and made Reli-
gion appear, and be in the world little elfe than a trick of po-
licy, and a meer piece of Pageantry. And when the people
had been a great while inured to nothing but lifelefs Super(ti-
tious Formalities, and were brought up blindly in a fuperfti-
tious, carnal, gay fort of pragtice, which was called Worfhip,
the Bifhops of that See did by feveral artifices and tricks, ficft
acquire, and then improve opportunities, to gratifie their own
utmoft and unreafonable ambition : for the Princes and People
were in many places fo effeminated, made fo foft and eafie, and
unthinking by their methods, they very tamely and paticntly
gave way to their moft unjuft incroachments, Lill at laft they
were 1ot able 1o help themfelves, nor oppofe the increafing
greatnefs of that See.  And when matters were brought to this
pafs, then feveral pointy were forced on the whole Weftern
Church ; the burthen of which, the Inhabitants of thofe parts
had never before felt 3 and which thofe who firft gave way to
the Ufurpations of .that See, never dream™ of. Now an uni-

werfal Supremacy over the whole Church was challenged, and a
power pretended, to make whatever pleas’d a Duty. In fhort
the Bithop of that See pretended an Infallibility, which muft not
- be cald in queftion ; he affam’d a power to difpofe of Pcople’s
sins and Souls as he thought fit, and perfwaded them he could
confecrate any thing they would buy, to be an effectual
means to purge away their guile. Nay, at laft he claimed a
powet to difpofe of Goyernments, appropriating to himfclf a

: - Supe-

(s)

superiority in every: Prince’s .Dom'gniolns.', and. both Pringes.
and People werc blinded to that degree, throughthe Ignorance,’
Superftitions, and Imﬁurity which they,had'egw;en way to, ard’
the juft infatuation w ich God fuffered to- rawl on and over~"
wer them, that for a long time, very few, -cither of the
rinces or People, did make any confiderable attempts to gx-'
tricate themfelves outof that Bondage, of get rid of the Ty-‘
ranny and Apoftacy into which they weie funk. '
But the time haftening on, when God woild deliver his Pco-

le out of of that wretched eftate : The Head and principal
fn[truments of the Romsfh State wére grown fo fecure and fear-
lefs of danger, they gave up themfclvesto their Lults,and mind-
ed nothing but how to invent new ways €0 impoverifh thd
peoplc 5 by which means they occafioned the people to awake,

. and fuggefted to their minds the moft powerful and jufteft pre-

judiccs againft the way they were in, and that Church they did
then adhereto. ‘

For though there were many beams of light which fhone u
and down in the world, yet two things did principally difpofe
the Ecople to caft offthat Spiritual and Civil Yoke which had
mightily galt’d both their Confciences and their Necks, and to
inguire aigtel‘ the Truth and Parity of Religion.

"The firt, was the obvious, prodigious Ignorance, Sloth, and
beaftly Senfualicy and Debauchery of the generality of chofe
who pretended they had the kecping of the people’s Soulsand
Confciences 5 the Wickedunefs, Tyranny, an Unfatiablenefs of
the greateft part, by far, of the Clergy, was fuch as ftruck moft
violently on the ouiward fenfes of the People : So that the
were forced to conclude, God would not ingruft any extraordi-
nary Depofisum with fuch perfons. A Germad Bithop, in the
year 1519 ( which wasnot long before the Reformariony) comt:
plains (as in Mifeccle 1 find him ‘quoted ) in this manner 3
& [ am afraid the DoGrine of the Apottle, touching the Qua-
¢ lifications of a Bifhop, is but very ill. obferved in thefe days,
¢ or pather, that we are fallen into thofe Times which he noted,
“t when he faid, J know that after my Departire Ranthous Wolves
A% ill come among you, nat [paring the Flock, Wherc may one
« fec a good Man chofen to be a Bitop? One approved by
« his Works and hisLearning : And any one, who is not cither
¢ 3 Child, or Worldly, or ignorant in Spiritual things 7 They

“*have no love for ony but Simners, they defpife ;he‘?gqg,
C - ey
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tifiey koep,about their'%r@ﬂs ‘Blips, Debauchers of Wk
« men,, Flatterers, Buffgons, 'Players when they fhotld: have
«mifoand holy Men. THe Revertdes of the Chbirch ate giveh,
% pot.to the Scrvants, of Gody but o thofe of the Dévil, to
 Dehguchers of Women, to Adu}te;et{'s, ‘Gamefters, Hunters)
8¢ Flatterces, , and. fich, like- Mens* And heénce it is, thiat‘the
«Houfe of God is l‘)ﬁcome Tiibiftary vo'the Bevil. Marhew
Baris; | remember, {peaking jn his iftoty, of the’corription
and wickednefs of the Clergy, fuith, *“'It was rifen to fo ififa-
s pous-a height, the Devil fent them Letters of Thanks,
«hecaufe of the extraordinary fervice they did him,_in fefiding
o' Sowlspo.Hell in greater Troops than ever came thithcr before,
You may-findl, Jarge accounts of, ahd complaints againt their
notorions wickednefs in the Writings' of Niede Cleinang. -and
others.  Several of the P'a'pii/b Writers do acknowledge, their
Debanchery and Wickednels was fuch, as did neceflitate'the
people to fepk. afteria Reformation, ““And truly faith Aze-
1 ceyay ) the exireamn Ignoratice of’ the Clergéy many of them
% frarce able to read ; the fcandalons Lives o the Paftors, moft
¢ of them Concubinatics, Prunkards, and Uferérs ; and theif
* extream negligence gave him (viz. Luther) a fuir advan-
« tageto perfwade the people, that the Religion they taught,
{ was- corrupt,, fince their Lives .and Examples were fo
* bad. S :

.Afecond thing which very much awaken’d the Princes and
People, and prépar’d them to caft oft and renounce the Romifl
Trumpery, was the Pope’s, Bifhop’s, and, other Feclefiattical
Officers moft enormious proftituting thofe very things where-
in they pretended to place very much of their Religion, and by
which they pretended to jmpart to the ‘people the Merits of
Yefus Chrift, and of the Saints. Fot Leo the Tenthi hdving a
snind to raife great Summs of Mony to fatisfic his own profufe
humour, and make large Provifions for his Kindred, {ent abroad
his Agents through the Empite, but cfpecially ia Germany, to
el the pardon of Sins publickly, nder pretence to build the
Church of St. Peters at. Romé, The Sellers of thefe Idulgen-
ties, did proftituté them at' the Tttangtft rate imaginable , for
shey would ftll them for ahy thihg wherewith they mighe fatif-

. fic their Lufts.  They would play them away

L P lufira {‘i!'ofi( at Taverns 5 at a Game ac Dice, tliey would
s guatidic fine pidor Rake a Min‘agaift fo much Moneyy the Par-
' do,

)

§
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7 And when t;{vf}s.\}vas dotiblaided of; and' ,“;f::,’i”i“’:,“‘"“f f("‘,"'g'j;
wrote againft by Luther, the Pope fent his L funde m.".'fﬁmg.
Bull to confirm thefe Indulgencits afierting “ernu‘am. T 1P
his power to give and divulge thiem in this - vide Mezenrah; dews
manner. By the powkr’ of ghe Keys iven 15170
to St. Peter aid’his Succellors, the Bifhots L
of Rome, had a right topardon the Faithful all the guilt and
punifhment of their Actual Sins; to wit, the guilt, by means
of the Sacrament of Pemmance ;, and the temporal Puniflunent
by. means of Indulgencics, whether in this lifc, or in Purgatory :
‘and that by thofc Indulgencics, he could apply to the Living
and the Dead, the faperabundance of the Merits' of Jefus
Chrift and the Saints, cither by way of ‘Abfolution, ot by way
‘of Suffragg. So that the Living and the Dead participating of
thofc Indulgencies, were delivered from the punifhiment that
.g]\c Divine Juftice would inflict on them for’ their Actual
SIps. . v T . .
. But Lucher’s contending 'this point with the Romifh Agefits,
put him and others on a more ftrict Inguiry inco other Corrup-
tionsin that Church : by which means Light broke forth dayly
with more power, to the full fatisfactioff of vety miny, that
there was an abfolute neceffity of a Refopmation.” An the
"Agents heing no able to conteff the matter. fairly vgilth-‘ Liythet,
“Ecéixgand others haing quite worited and baffied in” thelr 'ac
‘guings, Sylvefter Prierias poficively infif~ "' Rl
ed on the Pope's authority , acknowledg-, . Sleid. Cotn. 1ib. 1.
ing the Scriptures did not warrant thofcIna’ ’,t:vilit-i‘i- Qj‘;j[ﬂiﬂt
: ' 1 ) H 3 non inmititar  dellrime
olgencics, buc chat the Pope didy whofe oy gl ik
authofity’, he’ aflerted , was above’ tRC oy ponrigris rem suim
‘Scripturcs. And thus fic broyght that regule fi c'i',lz":'{a ?E‘/i.
point on the ftage, which upon cxaminati:  agus etiam jactq Sebipe
on, appearing to bea mcer. cheat and grofs tura pobur trabit & aue
untrath, the peaple haftened to imbrace the thoritatemy i Heriicus,
Sufficiency of the Scripture, and that the . b
Holy Scriptures were the only Rule God' had apprinted Chriffi
ans to guide themfelves by in all matters of Religion, in oppe-
fition to the Pope’s pretended authority.” - . AN
This, of the Pope’s authority, being the point, for which
Jboth Head and Membersof that Church were main'y concerned,
“and which fupports and keeps all the other corsuptions in that
Chushe
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Chiitch, in life, When the vanity and ungroundednefs, the abe
furdity and wickednefs of that claim came tobe expofed 'and
1aid open to the World, the Intereft of that Church did very
mueh fink, and the authority of Scripture was much advanced
amongft people. So that the Pope, notwithftanding alt his Let-
ters and Stratagems to deftroy Luther, and hinder the {preading
of that Light which was now broken forth, could not cffe@® his
defign-; but knowledge increafed every day, and the authority
of the Scripture was much infifted on, to the great damage o
the Pope and his Adherents.
"Tis truc, the Pope by his Zetters and Nuncio’s, did prevail
with the Emperour, and fome of the
Mounf. Claudlef :{ Princes of Germany, to make an Edict,
the Reformation, pact 34 when' they were aflmbled at Worms,
' which forbad Lurber Fire and Water, and
the commerce of all the World ; it extended alfo taall his Fa-
vourers and Followers, and Complices : but the more vivlent
the Pope and and his people werc @ 4inft Luther, and the greater
ftir they kept-with the Princes to fec the Edi@ of Worms [triét=
1y cxeguted, the greater number of Friends God raifed up for
Luther and his Followers.
~...For the Princes affembled at Nuremberg, declared they could
not put the Ppé’s Bull,, nor the Edi& of Worms in cxecution,
without inyolving themfelves in great dangers, aod that the ge-
‘parality.of the people were fo fenfible how matters ftood, hav-
ing their cyes opened by the writiugs of the Lutherans, that if
they fhould gxgcute thofe Senténces, the people would believe
‘they were only madeto overthrow the Trath of the Gofpel, and
to m.incain and defend their evil abufes and impieties, ¢e. And
-having diawn..up this their Anfwer inform of an Edi&t, they
*fent-theip gricvances to the Pope, to thenuiiber of an hundred
vAfticles, which they calP’d, Cemum Gravamina. :
“After this, another Affembly of the Princes publifh’d another
declaration- in farm of an Tmperial Edi, which extreamly pro-
vok?t the Pepe and all his Creatures, Upon this the Pape com-
_plained to the Empcrour by Letters; and o animate him the
more, he per{waded him that that was a manifeft breach of his
Authority,anda form and defign to withdraw themfelves intire~
ly from his Obedicnce : the Emperour is hereby prevailed with
to concern himfelf in the matter; and accordingly, writes ver
preremprorily to the Princes,tequiring them to execute the Edi

of
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ey and make void that of Nuremberg,  And this brings
R the very Rife of the Namc Prorcffant 3 an Aceount of
wh.ich Twill give you in the englifhed words of a Forrcigh Divine
wll\ol lmtth‘ vcrly ('.\ir.lht'ull‘ylu;l{lc?ul his Relacion ont of the mofe
celebrated and authentick Hiftorians who have writ the Afkii
off.!*o['c "Timcs. It Account is t.hus.WhO havet the Aflies

In the Month ol Aprily In tie Your 1529, ¢ (

« of the Princes and aLho}r States o) «n,my)wgi hg}d Aé]glrl:’})ely
o“ wIlilcthcr Poplu C;rmuu did siot Gilto feud e
«3 Nuncjo: the firlt thing dicy <id riere,
“ was o rcjoct the Allombly ac the Ciey of nr?zfr'rflfﬁfélgfé o{n::
« Strasburgh, tnder pictones that it had 5% Lo '
¢ abolifhed _the ufe of the AZ:fs, without
“-: waiting {or the Imperiai Dict.  This violent procecdure was
« quickiy afier followcd by a Decree, that Ferdinand Arci
: Duke of Axfria, and fome other Princes who took part with
¢ the Ceurt of Rome madesand whom tic Emperour had exprefly
‘: chozen for his Deputy Commiflioners. They ordained there=
“ fore in ‘thc firft place, that thofe who till then had obferved
:‘ the Edict of Worms, that is to fay, who not only had not re-
“ccn{ed the Reformaticn, but who had perfecated it with all
« their might, fhould for the fuinrcdo the like, and force theix
:’ Subje@s to do the fame : Aud that as for thofe, in whofe
* Countrics thofe new Doétrines had been {pread abroad, pror
¢ vided they could not extirpate them, wichout putting theme
«-felves into manifelt danger of [tirring vp Troubles, it hould
¢ be theirpart, at lealt, to hinder any thing more from being

«Innovated, till the calitag of a Council. ~ Secondly, They

« : d
ordained, that above ali things, the Dottri i
S 125, oftrine which oppo-
:: fed the .S::I;_ﬂ-m/rml Prefence, {hould ncither be propourlx)cllcd
& nor received by any inall the compafs of Germany, and that
: the Aafs thould not be abrogated.  Inthe Third place, they
‘: decrecd, that thicy fhould not allow Preachers ia any place
" to cxplain tife Gofvel otherwife than by the Inrerpretation
‘ of the Fathers. 1n fine, they ordained grievous penaltics
“ﬂgmllﬂtfchc Pr%i/lcr.r and Booksellers who (hould print or
<vend, for the future, the Books that coutai )
) ained tha
o o Jor i thet new
¢ The other Princes and States of the Empir i i
LOT nees ¢ q pire beholding this
" manifelt Oppreflion, thouglic themfelves bound to magkc an
“ AQ of Proseftaiion to the contary ¢ They Remonftrated
B therea.
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« thercfore, that that new Decree contradicted that which had
“ heen paffed in the preceding Affembly, where every one was
1o he free in refpect of his Religion 3 that they did not pre-
< ¢ond to hinder the other Princesand States from enjoying that
4 Liberty y but that on the contrary, they pray’d God that He
«would give them the knowledge of His Truth : That they
< could not, witha good Confcience, approve of ‘the Reafon,
< for which they would allow them to retain the Evangelical
« Daétrine, to wit, lcaft they fould fall into new Troubles
« for that would be to confefs, that it would be good to re-
< ounce that Doétring, if it could be done without Tumule ;
¢ which would be a criminal and wicked Confeflion, and a taeit
“Denyal of the Word of God. That as to the Mafs, thofe
¢ who had abolil’t it, and who had re.cftablifhed in its place
¢ e lawful ufc of the Supper of our Lord, were led by the In-
< ftitution of our Lord Jefus Chrift.  That as for the Do&rine
¢ that oppofed the Real Prefence, they did not believe, that
¢ they ought lightly to condemn thofe who held jt, without
“ hearing then ; and that proceeding was againft Equity, cfpe-
cially in a matter of fo great confequence.  In fine, that they
¢ could not confent to that Decree, offering the Reafons of
¢ their carriage to the Emperour and all the World. That
< they did appeal to a Free Council, and that in waiting for
« jt, they would do nothing for which they fould juftly de-
¢ ferve any blame. This At of Proteflation was made

¢ at Spire, the 19th, of April, 1529. And

unde Proteflantium < from thence came the Name of Proteffants,
women qued ad omnes H

§35';7}u;’n"§-n'ffz'$2,ﬁ',‘;ﬁ “whn have cmbraced the Reformation,
invetta fint, emendli- T I}ls is the truc Account of the firlt Rife
ouem ampledti fepro-  of this Name Proteffant 5 which was ufed b
fof funt, sbitjue ab £ I by chofe who adhered 1o
, Wit way of reproach by thofc who adhered to
fl;"’,‘{';"m‘:";:’;’l’;“%{;ﬁ the Romifb Corruptions, and afferted the
an it Jib. 1. p. 26, Pope’s Authority above the Scripture, to-
Nomen I contemp- wirds them who renounced thofe Corrup-
tum ab adverfariis ob  tions, and protefted againft the Pspe’s Su-
l;"%::"”"g‘ Psrl::lr: premacy, and for the Sufliciency and fole
Lo desitio Authority of the Scripture.
bil, Ecclef, And this Name hath ever fince been ap-
plied to, and appropriated by them who
have tenounc cd Popifl Corruptions, and efpecially, that great

Fun-

¢ which has been fince given to all thofe:

(1)
Fundamental Article of the Supremacy, becaufe of their ¢con-
tradition to, and derogating from the Holy Scripturss,

The beft Hiftorians, both™ Proteffane and Popifh, do confirm
the Truth of this Relation;, and thac all people have promifcu-
oufly patt inall Countrics under the Name of Proteffants, who
have renounced the Pope’s Authority, and that Body or Syftem
of falfe Dottrines and fuperftitious Practices, which arc main-
tained and joftified in the Romefh Chureh, becaufe of their con-
tradi¢tion unto Scripture. )

For the Name Proteffant is a common Title to difcriminate
all thofe who renounce and forfake the Romifi Commwunion,
becaufe of its contradiction to the Holy Scripture, from thofe
who do own, and are of that Communion.  But it was not de-
figned to defcriminate one fort of people renouncing and pro-
tefting againlt that Communicn on the aforcfaid Account,from
others who agree in the fame Point. And therefore in every
Agc and Nation, other Names have been made ufe of to di-
feriminate Proteflants onc from another, according to the mat-
ter in difference betwixt them.

True Proreftantifm then confifteth more efpecially in two

Points. '
Firft, Protefting againft, and renouncing Popifh Corrupti-
ons, and cfpecially all fuch Infallibility, Supremacy,and Autho-
rity as the Bifhops of Rome have, for fome Ages, laid a claim to.
It is the renouncing the thing it felf, which Proreffantifn chiefly
refpects ; its reference to fuch a particolar perfon, is only ac-
cidental, by reafon of his audacious and arcogant challenging
that Power. But Protefbantifm would be cquaily againft the
Claim, if that Bifhop fhould lay it down, and any other, either
in France, or in amy other Countrey, fhould challenge it; or
if it fhould be pretended to be lodged in any other Man, or
Body of Men.

Secondly, Protefting for the Sufficiency and Authority of
the Scripture : That the Holy Scripturcis a fafe and full Rute
for the Inftru®ion of us in all things necdful to be known or
done in order to Etcrnal Life ; and that nothing ought to be
admitted as an Article of Chriftian Faith; which cannot, by
jult confequence, be proved by this Rule, according as the
Church of England exprefleth her felf. _drricle 6.

Inthefe two things Prorefbantifm doth confift ; the denial
and r¥nouncing of the Pope’s arfogated Supremacy, and all

B2 thofe
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thofe Superftra@tions which have no foundation but that Authos
1i ¥; and the owningand adhering to the Scrintures, as the on-
1y compleat Rule of Retigion ¢ This isthe great, fundamental
puliive Principlc in Prosefiatifm, For Pr-teftantifm doth not
take away an andur, beundlefs Power and Authority from the
Pope, ol confer it on annthier perfon. It afcribes indeed to
the Supream Power in cvery Nation, what belongs o the
fame, according to the conttiturien of the Government ; pro-
tefting againft ol forreizn ond cvery wijnft pretence and ,c]aim
1o the prejudics of the rightfal Owner,  And it allirts Ll‘(;
only rignt of the S¢ viprme to be the Rale that every Slu)rcnﬁl
pPower on Earia fhauld obferve i reftoring and reforming
Religion, asoccufions arc cffered, by veafon of the Decays o?
Corruptions whic h may ll‘-ﬂvo pievailed.
¢ The Fible, T fay, the Bible only is the
Chillingworth’s ¢ Religion of Froseftunts, whatfoever elfe
S';/'C way to Salvation ¢ ¢hey Believe l)cﬁd{‘}s it,, and t?lc Iylarine;iE
pag: 375 :“l'efmgnhlc, indubitable Confequences of
» ¢it 5 well may they hold it asa matter of
«¢ Opinion 3 but as matter of Faith and Religion, neither can
¢ they, with coherence totheir own grmmdsj Belicve it them-
¢ felves,nor require the Belicf of it of others,without moft high
£ i st

and Schifmatic:l Prcfumiption,

And now, {ceing Proteffantifm doth mainly, or rather, only
confift inallerting the Holy Scripturesto he the Rule, the only
Rulc, by which all Chriftians arc to govern and manage them-
felves in all matters of Religion.  So that no Dorine is to be
owned as an Article of Faith, on any account, but what hath
very plain warant and found evidence from the Scriptures ; nor
no inftance of Religious Worfhip to be owfted or fubmitted to
as neceflary 5 nor any thing to be enicrtaivied as a part of Reli-
gion, bui what the Scripiure doth appoint and warrant. It
may not be altogether snufeful, to inquire bricfly, whether this
Principle be really juftiliabie, orno ¢ Or, whether thofe who
are called Proteftants, on this Account, betruly in the right
touching this matter # For, i we be eizht in this Point, then thé
gicat Fundanental oppofite Point of our Adverfarics muft needs
have aflaw in it, andcanrot be folid and fubftantial ; and con-
fequently, all the parcicular Doltrines and Practices, which have
their whole being and Dependance on that Authority myft ne-
ceflarily expire, and give np the Ghoft. S :

Now

G

Now much might bd offered to cvince, that Proreffams have
yery goud ground to vefb afljred; that they are not miftaken in
this maiter  bue L will only.offer thefc few confiderations
which being velt confider: A avd improved, may fuffice to fatif-
fic any unprejucic:d znd by atial honeft meaning perfon, that
Proreffantifmis not aumerfome precarious thing, but is really
accompanied withthepreaelt evidence and certainty agy Per-
Sweion can jaftly pretend unto, ' '

Firff, Lt is wnivarfally acknowledged, by all who profels
themicjves Chriffians, that the Holy Scripturces, viz. thofe
Books concained in the Okl and New Teftament, as received
by Proteftents, arcthe Word of God, and were writtenat the
appeintinent of God, for he conftant Ufe and Benefit of his
Church and People, by Perfons Divinely Infpired for that pur-

pofe.

Secondly, Suppofing ( bue not granting ) that thofe Scrip-
tures do not contain the whole Revelation God hath made of
his Mind and Will, for the conftant, perpetual, and obli-
ging Ul of his Church 5 yet it is moft cvident, that
thefe Scriptures are a fafe and molt certain Rule in Matters o
Religion, fo far asthey doextend. They are a certain Rule
touching thofe matters of which they do treat) and fo far
as;they do treacof thent. . ‘

. So that there can bs no juft:pretence of a Divine Revelation
for any Da&rires ot Prattices which:are inconfiftent with, ot
contradiftory to what Gad hath declared in thefe Scriptures

~ Becaufe the Divine Veracity and Truth, whichis Effential to

the Pcily,; cannot permit, that God fhould contradict him-
feif. . Alithat canbe precended, with. reference to this mattery
is, that -Gpd . fdy_make mare Daclarations of his Will; and
cithor inlarge the Difcovaries He hath made of bis Will rouch-
g particgiurs already, made known 5 or add Declarations
of His -Mind concerning Matg ers ‘which He doth riot at alt
difcourfe of ini the. Sckiptugesy. _But.it is not confiftent with
‘the. Napirak-Notions: ol A xitey, {aph-with che Revelations
‘Gofl;. higghymade 1A0Y (WaY of - Himfaf ; - that Hé  fhould
-overthepw. the Truth. of 'a;Former- Revelation by a Lat-
Rﬁ}‘,fpruthat; Contradittians fhould be reconcileable in His
Wik, -unes ki s
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For any Man to affitm that a Divine Revelation may contras
di¢t any thing taught in the Scriptures, whilft he profcfleth
thefe Scriptures are pure Divine Revelations, isnot only to ins
volve himfelf in moft obvious and horrid Abfurdities, but to

contract upon himfelf, to burthen and overwhelm himfelf with -

the guilt of the moft plain and unnatural Blafphemy againft God.
1f any thing that plainly contradicts the Scripture, can.bea Di-
vine Revelation, then aMan may be indifpenfibly obliged to Bex
lieve, and not to Belicve the famcthinﬁ; to do, and not to do
the fame work, And fo Man will be brought under fuch Cir-
cumftances, thatwhether he Believe, or do not Believe ; whe-

ther he Prattice, or donot Practice, it will be the fanie thing, -

lie will be cqually guilty.  But certainly, if our-Adverfaries can
pretend to Revelations which do consradict the Scriptures,
they cannot pretend to lay any Obligation on us to comply
with them 1n thofe Matte;s which the Scripturcs do contra-
diét ; for we have every jot as good Authority to Believe
2nd Pradicc in diret contradition to them, as they have to Be-
licveand A in cxprefs contradiétion to us, though we fhould
condefcend to an impoffible Suppofition, »iz, That a Divine
Revelation may contradi®t the Scriptures.  Befides, they have
10 need or occafion to trouble themfelves to prevail with us to
comply with them in their Points; for ( fuppofing their Reve-
fations to be as they prerend‘). whether we comply, or do not
comply, the Cafeis juft the fame; for we are never the better
if we'do comply withthem g novis eur guilt and offenccone
jot the more, if we do not ¢omply. But if what they call Di-
vine Revelations, be not:really fo ; and they will, notwithftand-

ing, Believe or A, or both, in contradition to the Scriptures, .

which are known, owned;. and profefled Divine Revelations’,
let them ferioufly confider. what is like to be the fruic of their
fodoing. We have reafon therefore to conclude, that ali thofe
Doflrinesand Pratices which aré inconfiftent with, and do con-
tradict what is declarced in the Holy Scripture, liave not a Di-
vine Original, but have their Rife from the fountain of Falf-
hood and Untruth : And therefor¢ wecannét bo juftly blamed,
if we: proteft againftand rejeéyfuch Notions and Practices!; for
we certainly have a good Foundatign and joft-Authority for eve-
1y part of our Raiigion, which Seripture doth expréfly and
plainly warrant.  And theymaft needs beat-a geeat lofs for jpft
Authority, as to thofc Points which exprelly com:mdis ‘the
S Scrip-
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Seripture, whatever may become of thofe Points amohgft them,
touching which, they may conceive the Scripture is fi-

Ient.

But laftly, If cthe Holy Scriptures we are fpeaking of, do con-
tain the whole and intire Revelauon of the Mind and Will of
God, which he hath defigned for the conftant and perpetual ufe
of his Church and Pcople, and do furnifli People with full In-
ftructions and Dircclions in all Matters of Relizion, then Pro-
teftants have very good warrant to affirm and ftedfaftly adhere
to this Poinr, wiz. That the Holy Scripcures are the only Rule
weare to governour felves by in all Matters of Religion. And
weare fafe enough as to this part of our main Principle ; and
cannot, with any juftice, be reproached or blamed by our Ad-
verfarics on this Account, till they can produce very good and
fubltantial evidence for fome other Divine Revelation really di-
ftin@t from thofe we arc difcourfing of.  But this is a task fo
hard for them to undertake, foimpoffible for them to perform,
that there is not one underltanding perfon in that Communion
(Iam perfwaded ) who dayes adventure to ingage in it. For
it will not ferve the turn to talk honourably of Tradition in
general, nor to make a noife about Apoftolical Traditions,
without mentioning particular Traditions, and proving them
tobe Divine Revelations, and that they are truly Apoftolicaly
and were by Divine Appoiutment fer apart for the perpetval
ufe of the Chriftian Church.  The Council of Trenr (peaks loud
of Apoftolical Traditions, and advances them to the fame de-
gree with the Holy Scriptures, and appears fo refolv’d for
thefe Traditions, that fhe makes them neceffary to compleat
the Scripture, inorder unto its being a perfect Rule ¢ but alas,
her courage conl’d in a little time, for (he dared only to talk
extravagantly, and in exceflive terms of Tradition in General §
the dared not to name particular Traditions, which fhc would
own and undertake to prove truly Apoftolical, and of Divine
and conftantly binding Authority to the Church. And fince he
thought it not convenient to defcend to particulars, [ am of
'opinion, particular perfons in that Communion will not care to
meddle inthe matcer, but rather chufe to refer it to another
Council, when they can get one : becaufe, if they fhould une
dertake it, it muft only be for our fakes 5 and thofe of that
Communion cannot but know, that nothing lefs will fitisfie
‘i;l}chcautious, teafonable people as Proseffants are, inz;matrcrf
I * o
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of this -nature, than fuch - evidence, as is; very fubftantial and,
proportionate to the thing to be'proved,  And could they pro-
duce ever fo good evidenct for any pnrriculnr they will calla Di-
vite Revelation, or Apoftolical Traciion, i wonld be of no
ufeto thofe of thici vwn Chusch, who profir pacticular the-
mane Teftimony, callew by .nother Wame, beloreall forc of pres
per and fuitable evience.  And after all their pains, theugh
they could producy ftisfactory cvidence which'T afliem to he
utterly impoflible in this eafe) for fome Tradition which wonid
{nforce fLme Puint tive S iptures ¢o not inforce yet thiswould
ot do them any fervice, hows vor it would weaken our Prin-
ciple, astouching Uhe Periect on of thar Bady pf Divine Revela-
tions we have * For notwithflandin e fir eld, tn ohudicnce
to a Divine Revelation, theugi toug ly proved and cvidenced,
concur and joyn with th m la kme Toin we did not untirace
Liefore ; yetthe diticrance beewixt thom and us in that matters
would Leas greatas before 3 there would flill yumaina formal
diflerence betwist us touching, this very particular 5 becaufe,
though we fould Believe or Practice the fame thing, yet the
formal Reafon of Belicving or Doing i+, would be totally diffe-
rent.

5o that if any would attempt to produce fubftantial cvidence
for any Revetation diftinél from che Seriprures, thcir labour will
be wholly ufelefs, with reference to their Chureh, unlefs they
can produce a Revelation sel:ting to theiv Church, like that
Law the fluttering Courticrs of i n £ feru Prince told him they
could find, whenthey wercatalofsfora pastictlar Law, ko ware
yant fome particular Praclice the Prince was inelined nnto 3
though they knew of no Law relating to what was propos’d, yet
there was a Law, that the Prince might Command and do what
he pleafed.  Such a Revelation our Advcerfaries muft produce,
(Indeed, 1 amapprehenfive, they Aét in that Communton, asif
they had fuch a Revelation; butall the mifchief is, they cannot

roduce valid proof for it?) o clfe they mufl he at the trouble
of providing diftinét Revelations for the foveral Points in di-
fpute, and diftiné Evidences unlefs they can make a fhifc to
croud three or four of their Notions into a fingle Tradition,
and fo make fhorter work of it. -

In fhort, the Prareflants do affirm, That Diviac Revelation
is the onlr Rule of Chriftian Religion s That the Holy Scrip-
wres are confefledly Divine Revelaions That-ghefc Holy
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scriptures do contaln 2H thofe Divine Revelations God hath ap~
pointed to e of perpetual ftanding, obliging 1z to his Church
and People. We acknowledge, that were it poflible for our
‘Adverfaries to produce folid proof, that there is any Divine
Revelation diftiné from what thefe Holy Scripturcs do contain,
which God hath appointed to be of conftanc, perpetial, binding,
Wfe to his Church, they might théreby invalidaie our Principle,
which doth affirm, that the Holy Scriptures arc the Only Rule
by which Chriftians arc to govern themfelves in alt Matters of
Religion : But yet we affirm, their doing this, would not really
advantage their Caufe 5 becavnfe the fame Fo.mal difference
would remain berwixt them and us after, as before ; for though
we hould be obliged, on their exhibiting fiich proof for fome
patticular Reyelation, which fhould warsant and oblige to own
and nfe fome Doétrine or Practiceat J)rcfent in difpute betwixt
us; yet the agreement which would then feem to be betwixt

them and us, in: that particular, would only be material, and -

not formal y becaufe we thould then own tac Doétrine or Pra-
Qice, what ig injoyned, purely becaufe taught and commanded
by-a Divine Revelation, thronghly evidenced : And they would
own the Do&rine or Praiice, the Duty injoyned, purely be-
eaufe taught and commanded by a.mees Hunane Authority,
which they are pleafed to name Infaliible. And it will not bz
to any purpofe, for them to undertake a more (4_nick difpach in
this matter, by talking qfnnlnfallible-mdgc, or lic cannot be
Judge and Rule too YThere muft be Dvine Revelation, which

ol be the Rute for their Infaliible Julge to exercifeand imploy -

his Infallible Judchnt about. And fecingall their attempts to
prove their Infalli

tunate, and without fucefs.. 1 may take if forgranced. when once
they have agreed together, and forid ou thilr lofaltible Judge,
their belt proof that that Peifon, or Body of 'Men ( ‘which cver
they fhall agree upon)is a Judge, and an Infallible Judge in Mat-
ters of Religion,muft be fome new Revelation, or fome old Tra-
dition never hitherto knowa tobe a Divine Revelation s for we
muft have better proof than any that has yet been ‘offered on the
belialf of any of their Traditions, cfore weo can entertain them
as Divine Revelations. And when they have well proved that
Tradition, and its Divine Authority, which fhll fix and fettle
their Tnfallible Judge, they muft flill be at the trouble and pains to produce

very fubftantial proof for every other Tradition they will makea pact. of thié -

Chriftian Rule. - .
C. For

ble Judge by Scriptuic, havebeen very unfor- -
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For the Authority of their Infiflible Judge will notdo here,
becanfe his Infallibility does not rea¢h to make, nor declare a
Rule, but is purely concerned abont the true fenfe and meaning
ofan acknowledged Rule, when Controverfics do arife about
;{hcl importance of any Expreffions .contained in that
ule. ' . ' '
Bug befides all this, Proteflames have fuch evidence, as doth
create cortain affurance, that the Holy Scriptures are fully Per-
foét, to jaftruét and dirc@& Belicvers in all matters of Religion,
and dlo contain all thofe Divine Revelations God hathy appointe
ed to be of necelfory and perpetval Ufe unto his Church :
greater evidence cannot be defired, than the exprefs Witnefs,
Teftimony, aud Declarstion of cthe unerring Spiric of the Faith-
faland True God.  And this we have moft plainly, to the un-
avoidible and full Convictiou of every honeit, pionfly dilpo-
fed, ingenious, and unprejudiced Perfon, who really owns and
believes the Holy Scriptures are the Word of God ¢ And this,
you heard before, is the profefled Belief of all who profefs
themfelves Chriffians.  Andif fuch kind of evidence will not
ferve peoples turns, I muft acknowledge, they are of atemper
Ido niot much care to deal with 3 for I mult confefs, I am no
preat admirer of booted blunderbus Apofties; nor do 1 think
he makes any real Profelites, who only dragoon’s Men into @
Perfafion : 1 never lik’d murthering Men for Religion ; not
perfecuting Men, becaufe theiv Confcicnces would not ftretch
to every bady’s phancy. [ think, whilft the Scriptures are
acknowledgeds on all fides, to be Divine Revelations, the grea-
relt and belt cvidence we can have, in matters of Religion, is
plain and exprefs Scripture, And ifin all our Difputes with
our Adverfaries, we did [trictly keep within this compafs, we
fhould guard and maingain our owe Caufe the better, and wound
our Adverfaries Caufe the more fatally ¢ not but that T am very
fenfible, we have Antiquity, the Fathers, rhe Primitive Wri-
ters, and the moft Gencral Councils on our fide, either exprefly,
or by way of filence ; thereby certifyingus, thacno fuch Polnts
were known, or in queftion in thofe days. . . o
Butalas ! by having ordinary recourfc to the Fathers, &e.
we mightily gratifie our Adverfaries ; for hereby they get out
of the immediatc reach of the Sword of the Spirit : Andiall the
Teftimonies of Antiquity taken together, in'their own ftrength,
will not do the thoufandch part of that execution agaiglt a Hci:_-
refy

- ©39.)
1efy s otie plain andexprefb:Scriptare will. | Befides, how of-
en do we fee, that whin the gm:g iRead:and Learned, on both

‘fides, do fall together by the ars over the Fathers, they
lengghen the Difpute beyond “meafitre ; and not only bewilder
the Hearer or Reader, but cven themfclves too ; that by the
time they: ave got half- through the Difpute, they have
well niglit forgot - what it was they - began to difpute
about.

And having flipt into this digreflion, 1 may cven adventure
to hint one digreflion more, relating to the common way of
managjng Conerover fies with our A verfarics, the Romanifts,
It may be, if it be well inquired into, it may appear, that we
do not orcinarily proceed in our Controverfial Difcourfes with
them, in that free and ingenious manner we ought, but do too
much limit and ftraighten our felves. According to that little
meafure of apprehenfion 1 have, it feems to me moft expedient
and moft proper for us, in oppofing our Adverfaries, to main-
taln Proteffantifm, or the Proreftant Dotlrines, both really-and

“profefledly as fuch; ane not to pinnion onr felves, by pretend-

ing to maintain them, as Taughtor Owned by particular Com-
munions. The Caufe isacommon Caufe ; and the Arguments
we ¢ rruly maintain it with, arc common Arguments ; one
party is no more incerefted in them than another 3 nor do the
Magiors in difpute amongft our filves, concern the Controver-
fics hatwixtus and our Common Adverfurics. ‘Why thould we
{o affect and hug our fclves in our private Notions, and particu-
lar Differences, asto pleafc our felves with, or at leaft, receive
and keep np the unreaforiable Remembrance of them, Indeed,,
T do acknowledge the candor of our Adverfaries, in that they
have not improved theadvantage they might have taken, to have
made fome Tragical Appearances, by falling upon us, with re-
ference to this very matter, of undertaking to maintain Pro-
teftant Dotrines, meerly asowned by a particular Party : for
whatdoth this properly import, bur that we relinguifh the Com-
mon Principle, and nadertake, only to maintain our Doctrines,
not by the Seripture, as the General and Only Rule of Chriftian
Religion, but by the Scripture as limited and bounded by thofe
diferiminating Terms and Inftances, whercby we are dittin-
guithed from all others, who take the Scripture to bethe Only

Rule in all Matters of Religioe. Now, will not this, if infifted
' 2 on‘l.
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on, make our task.the harder, and the more confound and per-
plex our Controverfies 7 But would it not feem odd for a Remon=
ftrant, or aContra-Remonttrant to defend Chriftianiry, or the
pasticular Dottrines of Chriftianity, againft Fews or Heathuns,
gmﬁcly asa Remonftrant, or a Contra-Remonitrant ? For what

ave their particular differences to do in matters whertin they
all agrecd, and in maintaining of that, for which both fides arc
equally concerned ?

The main of the Controver{y betwixt us and thofe of the Ro-
mifh Communion, is either, whether the Holy Scriptures be the
Only Rule in all Mattess of Religion 2 Or, whether thofe parti-
cular Dottrinee wherein they and we do differ, have warrant
from the Scriptures 7 And what need we, intreating on thefe
points,to Intereft any di feriminating notions among(t onr felves;
As faraswedo agree, let v1 walk by the fame Rule, Befides, by
concerning our {elves for Proseffantifm, and Proteflant Doltrines
(cven in oppofition to our Adverfaries ) in common, as fixing
the Scriptures to be the Qnly Rule, and that our particular Do-
&rine have plain warrant from the Scripture, and thofe we. op-
pofe, are either contrary to the Scriptures, or have no warrant
at all from thence, we are excufed from any obligation to trouble
our felves with defending any unwary,or lcfs proper expreflions,
which may have flipt from particular Partics, or particular Por-
fons, indeclaring their fonfe of particular Doctrines 3 for whe-
ther they expreit themfelves properly, orno . or whether their
opinion were sight, of no, is not at all material to the Contro=
verfy betwist thofe of the Church of Romeand us, Forif any
Parties, or finglo Pexlons, have-declared their fenfc and opinions
concerning any Doctrine, or matter of Praftice, elther that
their opinion doth accord with Scripture, or it doth not ¢ if it
do, It Is the Proeffamt Dot¥eine 4 if it do not, it js yota Prore-
Jant Dofrine y and (0 b doth notatall.affect us 5 fince we own,
thay perfons profeMling themfclves Proteftants, may miltake, as
wellas, we do declare our affovance, that thofc-who have been
pamed Infallible, lnanothor Communion, have crved moft grice
vioufly. But this woaffirm thot fo far as any do keep ftritly
and clofely to the Holy Scriptures, they cannot miftake. And
Protoflams have no real congern to vindicate any Party, or Per-
fon,any further than they do keep unto the Scripturc,

Bt now to return from thefe digreflions, unto-what was faid
before, wix, That Proseftants: have fuch evidence, as doth create

) certain
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certain affugance, that the Holy Scriptures are fully perfed; to

Jaftrat and direlt Believers in all matcrs of Religion, ad do

containall thofe Divine Revelations God hath appointed to be -
of neceflary and perpetual ufe unto his Church. Tneed not re-
1ate the whole evidence that might be produced on this occafion.
Iwill therefore content my felf with thefe two particulars, rela-
ting to this matter, which certainly muft fway powerfully with
chem who are under an influence which is truly Reli-
gious. . . '

The ficft, isthis ¢

5. That the Holy Spirit of God hath exprefly declared, that
the Holy Scriptures arccompleat and perfectto all the ends and

urpofes of Divine Revelatlons. Hear how large and particu-

ar the Holy Spirit of God is, in declaring the Fullnefs and Per-
fe&ion of the Scripurcs. 2 Tim. 3,155 16,17, And that from
2 Child thow baft kpjown the Holy Scriptures, which are able 1o make -
thee wife unto Salvation, throwgh Faith which is in Chrift Tefus,
All Scriptisre is givenby Infpsration of God, and is profitavle for
Dottrine, for Reproof, for Correition, for Inftruttion in Righte-
oufuefs 5 that the Man of God imay bs Perfett, throughly furnifhed
nnto all Good Works.

2. The fame Holy Spirit hath folcmnly devoted to the moft
dreadful Curfe of Almighty God, whomfocver fhall be foarro-
gant and prefamptuous, asto offer any other Dotrine befides
what the Holy Scriptures do tcach,asa Divinc Revclation.
Gal, 1. 8. But though we, or an Aﬂgel froms Eeaven, preach any
ether Gofpel imto you, than thas which we have preachea unto you,let
bim be aveurfed, Now if people will pretend to produce other Di-
vine Revelations, which God hath appointed to he of perpetval
ufe to his Church 5 either thofe muft invalidate the fe Holy Scrip-
tures ; or clfc thefe Holy Seriprures muft Invalidate them y they

* cannot confift well together,  Ifwe witl own and ftick to the

Holy Scripturcs, we muft rejett whatever additional Diftovea
ties Mall be produced 3 becaufc, the Spixle hath, in thefe Scrip-
tures, excluded them.

What hath been difcourfed conceynlng the cvilence Protes
frants have for thelr great and main Prluciple, may jflly promt
to take notice of two things,

1, That they who would hinder and difcourage people from
reading and ftudylng the Holy Seriptures,do give them uft occas
fion to fufpeCt, that Lhey lave none of the hone et ané

i mo)
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thoft édmhiefitfable deflgns to sitanage.  We are
g;'lé‘t 0?;’ Prophets of _gGO‘ﬁ‘, thic L%x‘d‘jﬁf:l:‘s Chrﬁ{? ggﬁ‘?;

* Apoities, Wele perfons beloved of Gél, dnld perfons who were

g‘{g‘aﬂ coticerned for Peoplés Spiritual Welfare 3 and we are
as ¢citain, that théfe were very much, ahdin good catnett, in
pefling, exciting, and perfwadirg thi¢ tomniotr fort of People to
tead and ftudy the Scripturés ; thty command them in the Name
of God, to read and learn the Scriptures, and thofe Revelati-
ons of the Mind of ‘God, which were communicated unto them ;
rcad Deus. 31, 11, 12, 13. Deut. 6. 6,7,8, 9. John 5. 39,

" Col. 3. 16, Nay, does not the defign and end for which God

hith nade his Will kriown, and caisd i to be committed to
Writing, manifeftand prove our Daty évidently cnough ? For
what end hatli God given thie Holy Scripturésunto his Church
and People ? Arc we not aflufed that the Scriptures were writ-
ten for our Learning, for our Inftruction, for our Admonition ?
&¢. And muft we not read them then? How will they anfwer
theftends, if we muft not confiile them? Were not the Scrip-
tures written forour Learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the Scriptutes, might have Hope? Read and confi-
der Ros. 15.4. Have we not then too much ground to fufpedt
that thofe who would take, or keep our Bibles from us, are Ene-
mi¢s to our Faith, Patience, Comfort, Hope, and Happinefs ?
Ts not the Word of God that Sword of the Spirit, with which

* we are to defend our felves, and worlt our Spiritual Enemies ?

Epbef. 6. 17. And now what reafon have we to take
them for our Friends, who would lay ws open, and
expofe us Naked to the Affaults of Sathan and his Inftru-
ments ?

Ti:c Holy Penmen of the Scriptures did, by the direction of
the Blefled Spirit, commend Peoplé for applying themfelves
to the Holy Scriptures, and endeavouring to improve in the
knowledge of them. See Pfal. x.2. A 17.11. Ai. 18, 24.
2 Tim. 3. 15. Anditis certain, thatthe People of God ( of
every rankand condir.ion% under the Old Teftament Difpen-
fation, werc obliged by fpecial Appointment from God, to
take carcto read, and iabour after a continual Increafe in the
knowledge of theScriptures. Now, can we imagine, that God
having givenus a larger Difcovery of his Mind, doth difpence

" with our fiegle&t to ftarch the Scxiptures.
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.Can thofe who ate againft the Lay-Peoples reading of the
Scriture, find ariy Command of Chsift, requiring them not to
read the Scripture’? Can'they produce any Con emnation ot
Cenfure from the Prophets, from Chrift, or from his Apoftles,
againft thofe who fhall read the Word of God? Or can they
make it appear, that any of thefedidever commend Pcople for
their ncgleting to read the Scripture? If they cannot doany of
all this, lettheir Pretences and Self-vindications touching this
matter, be never fo plaufible, we may reft aflured, there isno-
thing folid and fubftantial in what they fay ; for there cannot be
any Reafon againft God. The more fubtle and cunning their
Pretences are, the worfe Men they manifeft themfelves to bes
becaufe they abufe thofe Abilitics which fhould have been ap-
plicd anosher way, and might, had they been ufed aright,
have been very ferviceable to promote the Intereft of Trugh and
Holinefs.

. Themoft plaufible Pretence they do produce for their pro-
hibiting Pcople the common ufe of the Scripture, is, That the
ordinaiy fort of Pcople would be very apt to abufeand wreft the
Scriptures to their own Deftruction, fhould they be permitted
to have free recourfeunto them. Butallowing, that People
may wreft the Scripture, and make fome other ufe of it than
they ought, this is notan Inconvenience which will make nully
and difcharge Men from God?s Conimand of reading and {easch-
ing the Scripturc. You mav, with as much reafon, oblige Men
to forbear the uft of wholefome Food, Meat and Drink, and
ftarve themfelves to death, becaufe fome, by their Intempe-
rance and Excefs, do abufe wholefome Food, and make ic an
occafion of dangerous Diftempers and Difcafes, yea, and Death
it elf. Youmay as lawfully deprive People of their Cotporal,
as of their Spiritual Food.

Befidcs, this very particular hath been forefeen, and taken no-
tice of, bythe Pen-men of the Holy Scripture, if we interpret
2 Pet. 3. 16. according to the ufual acceptation of that plac:, by
thofe who do alledge it for their purpof¢, as to this mat-
ter. And yetthere is not one word there, to oblige People,
on that account, to defift rom the reading of the Scriptues.
The Peoplc may, and ought to be warned to take heed how they

tead the Scripturcs, and that they avoid Errours, and pervert

not the Word of God. But the Scriptures arc not therefore to
be detained from them : God hath nos shought fis to Pm}ld;
UC
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ich a Remedy agnlnft peoples abufing his Word, as this {s,
E}c}(‘ceping it izt‘ugcly from them. Yea, this very Apoftle doth,
as it were, inthe next verfes, perfwade them to the duc and
right ftudy, and improvement of the Scriptures, that they
may avoid the Errouss others do fall into, by abufing them, and
niy snereafe in thetuowledye of Chriff. L
1t isundeniably-evident, thas this fame Apoftlc doth; in this
fame Epiftle, commend peoples reading of the Scriptares, and
attendivg tnto chem,” We bave alfoa move fure Word of Prophea
¢y, whereunto ye do welly that ye take heed, asunto a Light gh‘,,t
ﬂ;i’nuh in a dark, places until the Day dawn, and the Day-Star arife
‘ioryour Hearts, 2 Pet. 1.19.
m)jt\nd, however it is common, to attribute the Rife of Errours
to the common fort of peoples hz}vmg_‘thg free ufe of the Scrip-
fures 3 yet, upon due examination, it will be found, that the
worlt and moft fatal Errous have [prung from, and been advan:
ced by them, who pretending to more Knowledge and Learh-
ing, and Abilities than the rcﬂ;'of _Mankind, have prefumed to
appropriate to themfclves the intire Cuiton or Intcipretation
¢ Scriptures.
Of;\}llay, itpis'truly,obfervcd, by onre who appears to have conful-
ted Antiquity with much care and diligence,
Catholick, Bal-  That * The Laity. fo' well underftood their
Lance. Pag: 19- «{aith, that many times, they, by their fa-
' “gacity , - difcerned the {ly Infinuations of
<« Errour, in the Sermons .of their Unfound and Heretical 'Bi-
¢ fhops 3 .and fo occalioned them'to be condemned by Synodical
« Sentences : and through the radicated fenfe of Faith, would
- never be brought to any of the Alterations made by any cor-
- ¢ rypt Councils ; nor,would ever reft under their Prevarications,
«ill the Primitive Faith recovered, and vacated all thofe Sy=
« nodical Prevarications ;. as-may be fgcn in all the Arian
‘¢ Hiftory 5 and particularly,the relation given, of the _vulgar Sg'-
« gacity and Zeal, to detect and reprefs that Herefy in St. Hies
& yom againft the Luciferians, N
If this Notion, of keeping the Scrifitures from the people,
or of obliging the People to.umderftand the Scriptures no

otherwife than thofe would interpret them, who were arro- -

gent enough to claim, and affume to themfelves this priviledge,
had intirely prevail’d, when our Blefled Saviour was on Eatth,

God only knows, how much oug Saviour’s Reputation might -

have

Cas ) '
Kave-fufferedl) eveltsin!fuboeeing, Geniécations. 1 For, as thefe
prefimptoons Peifonsidid propemdyi thatthe Key. of the Scrip-
vqie-didrieing only attheir Girdle; Ruthey refufed: to acknows
u(}ge Chyiftiwas the Meffiab, the Son of Gedyend higy both ac-

cufed himas an Impoftor, a Deoeiver, an Il Man; and char-
ged and cenfured tite Peopie as ighorant Perfons, who did not
wnderftandshe Latwy lictle beteer than Hereticks, a curfed. Gene-
ration zcand all this was; becaufe they did liften uato-Ghrift,
follow Him, and Believe in Him; that is, did undertake to
indge of Matters by the Scripture 5 and to determine this was
the Saviour, the Mefliahy &¢. -prophcfied . of, and; promifed in
the Scriptuves.. The Chief Prieffs, the Sevsbes, -the Pharifees,
they were all againft- Chrift, and would fain have perfwaded the
People tohavk tiken theic Interpretation of the Scriptores, and
to haye pinu’d their Faith on their Slecves, and not undertake
to judge for themnfelves in fo high and myfterious a Point as this,
conccrning the: Meffish, was. .. They would have petfwaded
them,- that this Fe/ws .was & very Gheat,, and that all the, things
he did, which.won their ad'xgiracion, were wrought by thie Joui-
mzcy he had with, and the Power he borrowed fram the Prince
of Lgc Devjls; and that the A%ffiab mufk be quite, of another
Make from this-fame Jefus. - v | - coe e
Now, what work would have been in the World, if none
moft have read_and.uaderftpott thy Sciptasés: in. any-other @nfc
but whag the Topping-Mepy and. Clysf. L eadlers. of the-feivefh
Churchybast afligned® What contgmpt dothefe Mogopolizers
of Knowledgeaxprefs agalult the People,: who. would not fub-
it to their Determvinations 2 How angry were they, when any
dared todeclare how.they/refpe@ed and admirsd Chrift 7 Then
came the Qfficers fo thaGhieF-Priclisomnd Pharsfees, and-they faid
npta themy Wiby have g wit Branghudisor 2 The Officens -anfeed,
mever.Man [ '44 bike thik Man + Then anfwoitd 1hen,he Pharifeed,
Are ye alfoideceived ? Wave any ofelst Rulorg.or Phavifees belpeied
«on bim? Bt this People mbo-kuoweth nop'the Law, are Curfed.
Johir7.45. to:thesath, - o o oo i
-} Peopl¢ mean-feitly.and honeltly,iwhy.do they. defire 3o
ave Folks bred up in Ignorance ? Indeed, if theterdinary. font
©f Peaple bawell vars'd in: the Fholy Soripmures ju willl:ngt be
eafie to impofc npon"themi . Why. cannot Meny;that would be
“Teachers now.a days, he:as.opeit and plein agtne, Prophets,
W 28 Chriftyiand as hismm%% were 7, Thefp:came, k. 1o
Jig veus'
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verit pntounterfeit fati AW aveiy and therefore they wedewils -

ing the People fhouldieratnidound:try what they tavght chem ¢
Thev were for the People’s yeliding and fearching of the Scrip-
tares, and jodging .ofthe:Dodtrines which were taught them
by thofe Holy Seripturcs; whichhad been delivered unto them,
They came to .duliver: pcoplq out-of Darknefs, not to keep
themin, of leadthemunto Ly tnof, Andthofe whoare themr

arite Sncgefiors and Follogwers, will do the tike. If Men have no
Noticns to feateer abone, and -perfwade Peopis 0 fwallow and
fubmit to, but what are found, and true, an good, and which
are authorifed by Jefus Chrift, they will haveno occafion €6 be
afhanted or- afraid, that People- fhould exdmine them by the
Scripture, None fice from the Light, but thofe whofe Doétrines
or Practices will riot-bear the Light.. Chrift’s Doctrines did
accord very well with thofe Divine Revelations thofe 7ews had
amonglt them ¢ But the Unfecriptaral Traditions they had got
iamongft them, and our Saviour’s Dogtrings, could not ftand
topether. 1o the Law,ands the. Teftimonys if they [pedk not
acalrding to. shis Wordy & 46 blcanfe thére is no Light in them.
Ifaiah 8. 2¢. A ’ : .
Secondly, Thofe who profe(s themfelyes Proseflams, onght
:g ;;ak(e care, that they be well fixed and fettled inthe Proceffant
eliglon..- T C
“Fhe ‘Apoftles often requite their Followers and: Difciples,
and thofd they write unto, td Stand: faft inébe Fuaith : 1Cor.16.
13. Andto Corltend earheftly for the Eaith once delivered to the
Swints : Jude 3. And.to Serive tegether for the Faith of the Gof~
pel : Phil. 1. 27. Now, by thefe and thé like Expreffions, which
'you meet with in the Apoftolick Writing, they plainly, firf®,
.watn them of the danger there is, of Peoples Apoftatizing from
the - True ‘Faith and Religion of Jefus Chrift, after:that they
have ‘made a Profeffion of the fame. "And Jecondly, excite ant
ftiv thofe up, who make a Profeflion of the True: Faithy to take
cate that their Minds and Hearts may be thronghly fixedand
fettled in the Faith, leaft they fhould yield and waver, and de-
cline,  when Stormsiand Tryals fhall arifé, and:their coriftancy
fhall be dffauleed. - - - . I e
And, ifthere be but too much ground to fear, that man who
-make 2 Profeflion of the Truth, will Apoftatize, and forfakeir,
when they fhall be called to bear witnels o ity iinfome Inftences
which are ungratefulto Flofh dnd Blood. It highly concefhs
o . all

1

€27)

1)y whe.at prefent:profefs True Chriftianity, to look well to

: %"bg‘ﬂ"?abza i;; ¢ =¥imﬁq ,%nd confirmed in what they pro-

fels, that 1 of Tryal fhould come, they may not loofe
their Crown, deftroy their Spuls, or betray the Truth.

- Firft; Tt'ﬁ'{'e.w'hb do profefs the True Religion, may after~
‘wards Apoftatize from, and ‘relinquith it And there is too
great occafion to fear, that many, however forward- they appear
i Prqfefxﬁox'l, will do fo, fhould they be tryed in any difficult and
beloved Inftances: 1donot mean, that People who have long
‘babituaced themfelves to profefs the Chriftian Religion, will ca-
fily.be brought 10 an open and avowed renouncing of the Name
of Chriftiamty ; as though none could be juftly charged with
Apoltacy from the Truch, but thofe who can vye with 7ulian
fof inppdence, in contemning and trempling under foot the
very. Name ‘and. Profeffion of the Son of God, The eftate of
thofe who proceed fo far, is beyond meafure dicadful. Heb. 6.

6. . .
4 gﬁp there are two things, which the Scriptures more efpeci-
allyjnfift on,.as imporied by People’s. Apoftatizing from she
Tra¢ Faith, and which, People are generally tdo pronc unta ;
m}d poth which are vgry. difpleafing vate, and greatly provoking
of God. ., ;o ’ :

1. Depatting fromi.the Purity and Sim licity of the Faithof
the Gafpel, -cipaufing and imbracing, tegther with thofe Do-
&rines, ang, Practices which Chrift ath aythorized in his Ho-
ly Scripturcs, other Opinions and Pradtices, wihich 3¢ défbru-
@ive of £he fru;h and power O Religign.' Chrijiiaxiq is:
really impaired and injured by evil mixtares, as by open profef-
ful oppolition. The Apoltacy the Apoftles fpake of, which
was to accompany, or rather, conftitate that great Astichri~
{tian State, they forétel, would have fuch a vaft, and large, and
duiable Empire in the Chriftian World, feems plainly to be
of this kind. The »gr,eaf:“Fundammgal‘po{hinc‘s of 'C\hrgl‘js
Jmity fhonid be retained in outward Profeffion, but yet other
Do »:imsfhouldbeintrcduch, and be fo vehemently impofed,
aud infitcd on, that thereby, the main Effential of Religion-
fhould . be flighteds. gppr IIE:(Z; 3nd become in, a great meafpre
ufticls, And way hashgen made for thefe fnnovations,, by
firft, forging fome grofs Impoftures, and ‘counterfeiting fonje
Trrange things, tp which they have: given the Name of Mi-
SO © raclgs,,

i
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vhabitcs, ind T Udlary, Tidofine, Pdoplé {Haye:béek: pitdaile

S Eo lidsta o ekeer tha, ‘ﬁsglic'al B bretaied
‘Tnftrdétiots it Commdds Aery 4grecable’ to what the' Apo-
fLle foreedlls 'of Antichrjft’s coltiing; ‘After the working of Sa-
i wih gl Bomer, i gt e fihg Wnders ;- % Thel
AL g ehenatie aped Gffinian thtilps which were Tt
j'no,yiitc‘q by tie Pidus Kntfekts, vy.i't';“{;u,ty,a y‘lfflﬁiné" 'hlit:'l'ro'tity',
<an forely. iy ({‘1\‘ toudd® 61’?\'\«2@?.‘2&1', and a déveut Titen-

ron. Hid 0o fitthel Profifels bekn Made'in chofe Inftances
than thofé Antizurs made; lirtle prejudice ‘'would {hence have
‘happened {o Religion, Bit'Cad'is 8 jealous of his'own Ho*
nott, thkyufully, whtll Peopldihanifelt the have An O pihi

;’clmgﬁ' (Wﬁ?(l" an‘Cﬁ\‘.' ' 'ﬁﬂggﬂ ‘g‘l'ﬁ'tdf ig‘d‘;fqﬂ'ﬁs oWn qﬁfe?
}

nd ekt ctlwy’%iﬁf il l"nﬁd Pericdl! Add pivide ibra et
%Lé‘( S‘}Iy"fr’n“ it 4 Hd't &gall ‘thofe T3¢ ci!sl,)’:!ih'di ﬁlﬂ'érsqﬁfcfh
_Humanc Inyentions.to.be Qccpﬂons of morethan ordinary tpou-
e e e g o
N . 8 4 ’ (P SNl ot
:dh,'rm ‘ "?xﬂ'.qb (‘F‘.(‘%‘Fé\"lf\ggb:)]fl! an )59) Um&u\ﬁtais‘?f'ftc“gr
% 45 Depltintd vHE -Oied lind Wevbitdnal Direles o Reli-
~gion with unrcafonable heaps of putward Formalities, 'and
gltn;gl‘,_oggggvaripns ¥ 5113_: g) t}tl__ hsdeﬁfés ‘mighit be fuperfuoutly
Arpft, aiid by accomodating the tters of Religion too mdc
o thi Rylesof qu'_r'tgg}? 1ipy."'_B§ this xﬁe:‘m’s,ghﬁ‘\)ﬁrd ‘S‘c:'r‘i12
ol 25, g thy Spirleaativyof Religion, have' been’ tifpenc't
Sic 3 anid Peoples Minds hive becit rendred la¥ and vain, aier
and -gfdr..'qu._ And having been this inirgd for fome time to thefe
irfeer Externals, which they ‘havd'jﬁake%" tipon truft, they have
at laft Becn fo cafic, “as to contdnt’ themiélves with an Implicite
¥, ith, and_hiave rath ﬁf,g:, hofe 10 {xalléw “any thing that ;fhould
Be bfired shem’, whele, 't ,;;n“pﬁ%tbm,ft’lv(;s to the trodble to
g’ﬁh;g“rg in.to'lt's’Na;urc;kifé,' and Groutdlsl ' *
.. 'Finding out ways to reconcile what they fhile Religion, to
Men’s Carnal Lufts, and Natoral Temg érd %nd Conftitutions ;
devifing caficr ways (as they pretend ) to Heaven, than ‘any
of the-Saints i former ‘Agcty wet¢'a Hitainted wich : devifin,
Kiw ways to ftishe for Sin, afid hideftaking! o' fave Metis Soull
Y SCEEHE) CRN i 1) ATt R

afeér they ate dead in Sins. ' L .
Herlce thete is fomething Mén calleligion, that ‘muft- cer-
tainty pleafe the Carelefs, and ( as fome tell us’) as certainly

Save

. ‘Bxpetations. fohi6.26. . o e o
L 3. Multitdescontent themfelves with a mear hotional know-
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Save'them.»” If yoware melancholly, and inclined to ftrictnefs
andi Corporal Mortifications, they, will bumour you in that
they can provide you Pennaices and Securitics,which fhall fuffi-
ciently vex and macgrate your Fleth. If you aré foftand tender
if you would havea Jovial Religion, .and wonld allow your felves
iin'wantonnefsand excefs, (@¢. and yer nog mifcarr¥ at laft, they
can fic you with Indulgencics and Pardons, aiid will ot quettion
to fend you ffely to Heaven, by, vertue of the Mérits and Right
teoufnefs of fome of their Antient: Friends, whonever had &
Being, in the World ; or,of others, wilo tho they might Havea *
Being here ‘on- Earth, in: all probabifity , neyer got to <Y;lcqvc'n
sthiemfetves ¢, Irain fure, they nevar, had Right<oufnefs' cnough
\of their own to-carry. them, to Heaven, ho‘che'r it -Is. growp
4o bukey fince they Jeft it behind them, and has crept into the
Churche’s Treafury. But the Apoftle acquaints us, that Anei-
clarift will come’ with all deceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs in themn
tharperific: 2 Thefi 2,100 . :
-5 Bwondly, - Déclining from their Love tp,,and Zeal fgr the
. Faith, prowingcold aud indifferent cancerning the Faith § when.
. Peopler have not- that. affetion and concérn for the Faith,
"with which they feemed at firlt to encertain and welcomeé it
Sce Rev. 2. 4, 5. . ' : i

- Peaplé ar¢ too prone-thus {0, Apoftatize from the Trde
Faich, after; that they haye.fopde.a Profeffion of it.+ and if
. Mauters be:well confideredy; thege is nof. much grotind towofte
devit fhould be for Fory .. o
.1, People'do too-ordinarily make a profeffion of the Faith,
~upon unfuritable Motives.gnd Principles s not becaufe they'un-
derftand it} -amd, have gheir Canfcignces copyiiéed of it truth
yand excellency 5 but meerly becauf.is 15l fﬁ],hlgn anclguft_ﬁiqc
1.f the People where sy livg, to make fu ) o Btofellion ; o, Itfis
. 2 Profoffion that has got inta repute ; ¢t,  upon fome oihtt fbth
“mean and fickle Accounty Men- that have 1o found; PHiiiciples,
- will ever be for that ‘Profeffign which is iippcrmq(t, andl s dt-
- telided with mof- Pomp,and Pleafiire, gra: . Chrif Haf e
e teitn ‘abiindange whilt, . f64 ihem - with, Lonved itk
! how did ehey fall off; and Mnkaway, whien 'djfé&{ﬁi}lﬁd{}?ff zlﬁ’xr .

8
l

“ledge in Religion, and take no dyc carc to digeft Ttpthig,ignd
it the Principlés of Rc‘?xgioninco folid I&O%ﬁ_ﬂ&é?lt#ﬂ%w
- 1C




(30

: ‘ ” (3%)
| the Doétrines of Religion, if they o not fink down into ovr "y i i ; '
Iz Hearts, if they have ngia powerful efficacy on.our Afftions, 'mac\:tgm\g q:'m’xgdmmggzéggzkgrf Yb:i{!‘g;e;ﬂl:j.
ifthey do not put us invincibly upon fucka Courfe of Life, as A"t,‘ f,‘:;‘:’d.’: dc created Ee t"his means 7, What eats“é i Ani
i bears fome proportion with their riature and tendency,they have beeis f2ed 3¢ Shie ‘{‘;w occaﬁoné&’? Hereby Diffgrences
" 1o faft hold on us, they will foon evaporate, we fhalleafily part mofitics have Heen oo vy | o oy $rences,
] wich them. Luke 6. 49. Lot the Food we eat, be never fogood have beén carried to fuch fieights,. that at laft Retigion s felf
f and wholefome for the kind, if we do not digeftit, if our Sto- Is even loftin the Quarrels commenc’s about its Veftaencs and
’ macks do not turn it into good Chyle and Nutriment,ic will foon Trappings. How have people’s zeat or fury abaut things, cal-
| . become nanfeons, and thelealt provocation will make us vomit Jed Indiffevent; extirpated or queriched all ferious and due cou-
. it up again. . : cernment for the true Interéfts of Religion ! *Tis tobe feared,
i 3, ‘God doth often, in juft Judgment, Leave thofe to be hur- that hence there 13 occafioned an lodifferency in the minds of
| ried away by an evil Spirivef Delufion and Impiety, who having multitndes, touching the great Subftantials of Religion, which
: long injoyed the means for their inftro@ion and fettlement in d_‘“,h furpals the Indifferency of the things themfelves, for
l«( ol Fome Faith, have m e no careful improvement of the which we have fo defperately contended, Thelove of Worldly
| fame, for thofc ends. God ordinarily fuffers fuch to be led Grandure carried Demias away from the. Faith, 2 Tim. 4. 10.
e away by Sarhan eid his lying Emiffirics, into Opinions diame- And over much concernednefs for little Extra-Religious Mat-
H wricaily oppofite to the plaineft Truths, as well as to thole vile ters, gave the Apoftlc round to fufpe®, that thofc who were
h aff&tions which prompt toall unclearncfs, and prediices which fo affected, would not be fo honett, fiem, and faichful to the
‘ ‘are inconvenient, even according 10 the dictates of natural Faith of the Gofpel, as good Chriffians ought to be : Obferve
- ‘Light. Such are 8 ready and felf-prepared grey to him, how he expoftulates wich them, and lays down the grounds of
whole coming, is after the workings of Sapban, &e. 2 Thef. 2. his fears touching them. Gal. 4. 9,10, ¢ 1»} 2
. §. God permits Afflictions, Perfecutions, and Sufferings tobe

i 3ty 12+ o . . - o .
)1 }:’O':'r’p *loading Brclefiaftic a1 Offices with Worldly Reve- brought on them who profefs his Truth, not only to try the
yes, Temporal Power and ‘Dlgni:ics, hath contributed very Graces of the Faithful, and to make their Graces appear more
vy much to the prejedice of Chrifflunisy + Tootrue did that voice jlluftrious by their eminent _exercnfc; but that Hypocrites a_ngl
! prove, Thisday is poifon posred into the Church. Thefe things meer Formalifts, who have noréal love for his Truthsl“nor give
ae powerful baits, and ftrong tempiationsto ambitious, cove- any hearty affent unto them; may bed‘lfcovcred,_, and havetheie
1 e domineering Perfons, Thofewho have fach Offices fo §  difguifes taken away. In times of pedce and quict, and whil'lt
! mup and mmﬁw,w confer and beftow, need not doube, the true Religionis on the thriving handin the Wotld, many
K Dbut they fhall find Advbcates enoughsfor their own particular Rretcnd to it, who too much refemble Erafmw’s Good Chri-
Opinions and Ways, though nevep o Erroncous. And when ian, who appeared avery zealous Profeffor, he would always
b Froours and Superftisidns are bacik’s with Power, Greatnefs, have 4 New Teftament harigingat his Girdle; o onc fide 5 bnt
Wealth, &¢. O ,wh:t multitudes wiiu ‘:hcy diaw a?er them ! %l:‘e: he muft have a Bottléof good Sack hanging onthe othed
' Pofides, when thofe who have not a-mighty concern_for the: In- . : T St
>,‘ s SAnEI St | A B
A IGOL S ey, e it DO, y al y It W1 auant
:Affaigs, and, d sbove themfelts, 8 290 5 ully falls out, Followers and Aftendants : but when Storms and quj%iuziong

v . s ]
' AfRain, A0 mperionfhels- Marts upy and prevails, and v A
! -:‘t:::t:\gng‘:::‘?;;ygreagm;ent. and grml:h C rril'ta axsl'da;i(s doarift, and it is feparated from thefe external Alluréments,
| Sfeliermntioahy | Mot S
M. | gelfE R K A . i Er ) T ul ‘l ._l'O _B(; as elpoufe € tue
' Bely of B ; w’g“mw‘he??h o “d mu& nec%s‘ b: Religion, not k its native Excellency, but for i?: gdorgeous Ac-
. ‘ ‘ . tire, and great Dowry.in this ‘World, will ia all probabilitys
‘ when
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when Perfecutions.atife,’ part with €heir Falth rather:tlan their
Pleafured, " Wealtll, ‘and Eafe ; they will fooner tiirokr
divdy their™ Bibiles - father than their Bottles ' p:Foh. 2, 19,
Mat 33020521, R e s
" Nowj if there be fuch danger of people’s Apoftatizing from
the Tyuc Faith, after they have made a profeflion of‘it, it muft
certainly-véryimportantly concern allwho. profefs the Proreffam
Religion, that¥s, True Chriftianity, as taught -and:delivered in
tlic. Holy: Sceiptures, and -a¢.putged and reformed by the gui-
dance and direétion of this Divine Rule, from all thofe Errours
and Corrnptions which have, either through people’s heedlefs-
nefs, crept into the profeffion of Chriftianity, or, through de-
fign, have been flily ufhered inte it, or, hy imperioufoefs, Kave
been forc’e upon'it : I fay, it very highly concerns them to
take carey that their Minds and Hearts be fo fixed and fttied
inthe Faith of the Gofpel, that they may never be removed
from their Conftancy, that they may not be as Children toffed to
and fro, and carvied about with every wind of Dotrine; by the
fliche-of & Men, and cunning cmfrimj{, wherchy they lye in wait to
deceive. Tiph. 4,140 .- e
~ It fhquid therefore be our care to get our Minds furnifhed with
elear diftinct Notions -of thofe Traths in which the Scriptores
do inftrudt people : It is not enough; -that we can talk over, in
4 general way, she Dotrines of Religion ; we ought to labour
for an explicite knowledgerof Divine Revelations; fo that we
may be ableto prove and confirmevery part of our -Profcfion
by:exprefs and . clear Scriptutes 31 Pet. 3. ts. The Fynoram
Munwillbe always wauvering. Yea, we fhould ftrive to get the
Truths we profefe and underftand, very ftrongly indearcd unto
our Hearts, foasto preferthem above all Worldly and Carnal
fatereits 3 and. to have our Affe@ions, yea, ‘our wholc’ Souls
brought under their Power.and Influence, their Governmert
and Soveraignty : our Souls fhould fo cleave unto them, they
fhould be fo precious and dear uito us, that neither Frownsnor
Smiles, Promifes nor Threats, may make any unhappy impref-
fionon us 3 but the more bluftering any Stormgmay be, which
can arife, the decper root we may take, and geow the mork firm
and ftable. Phil. 1. 27; 38,5 Forye uv vl e
1/ We muft expelt to meet withTryalsi and -Sufferings! for
the Faith of the Gofpel; which.whll dverwhelm and ruine us,
if webe. nat well-provided agdinlt therm, - Oux Paflageto Glo-

ty,
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oo s throuph many Tribulations. We have many and various
gn’eil;i?s‘,r w%o wiﬁymifchief us, and obftruct us all tl’:_ey c:mci
whawilfdo their utmoft to Erevml wich us, both byd air z{n‘n_ d
foul means, to make fhipwrac both of Faith and a good Con cxf
ence: We are not only expofed to the malice, rage, and fpite of
abfutd and unreafonable Men, but to the craft and fory tolo o
thofe infernal Fiends, who prompt aud excite their carga }z]m
earthly Tools and Inftruments, to vent and yomit forth their
ranconr and {pleen againft the True Faith and its Profeffors. Selcl:
Eph, 6,32, 13. .1 Pet.5.8,0. Rew, 2,10, If you be pot we
fixed in the Truth, how can you expedt to hold out, wh_cn temp-
tations and fufferings fhall come ? When you thal] be in \g;mglgr
of loofing Eftate, Liberty, all that is dearto you i the ; %r '[,
yea, Life it felf, for your Retigion ? Did not the Houfe _md t
upou the Sand fall, when the Rain defcended, and the Winds
blcw, and beat upon it ? Mat. 75265 27 o i
2, Apoftacy from the True Faith isa very hainous pro(\lr okin fg
fin: isnot this to offer God the utmoft affront we can, and in cf-
fedt, to fay all manner of evil of him ? Do we not hgrcby charge
him with being, the greateft Impoltor that ever was ¢ Is not this
to throw the fouteft dirt that is pofible upon Religion 5 yea,

" openly to avow, that Sathan and his drudgery are much better,

more ligible than Chrift and his méR Holy Faith # That God

s not to betrufted, and that his Religion is not what he repre-

it # O what abominable, what jnnumerzble, wl_l_at uton:
gl{](:xsxs“wickedncﬂ'cs are bred in the womib-of Ap(’,fcttacy ! Ahnd
what dircful confequences and fruits may thofe exp b who|: };‘_s
affront, and incenfe the Almighty God againit themfelves ! 3
will ‘not have a gracious regard for fuch: He will Qaft off, an
punith feverely, all thofe that caft him off, an% deal crmggg_.
rouflywith Him.  The Fuft [hait live by Faith, but xf: any ,gz
draw back, my Sonl [hell bave no ipleafure in_bim. H‘-‘ll)' ;'01- 38.
The Lord Jefos Chvift:will rcjeét them, and-be aﬂmnni oft ;cm(;,
when he fall appear inail his Glory. Whefocuer fhall cﬁf!mme‘
of e, and of my words, in this adultevous and finful Generation, ,;]f
thim :ulﬁz fhatll the Son of Man be .afhainedy whenbe cameth in the
Glory of his Eather, with the £oly Angels, Mark.8. 38, .leough
-you'fet no valucon Chrift’s Loveat prefint 3. and care ferpo
‘more, - but that you nay have the Countenance of great.Per{onss.
andinjoy the Pl.afuxes and Wealth of the World ; yet semem-

tber, that it -will not be lopg bsggrm iha“ihﬂ"ve“"‘h@{;g,{’,lfgf,;
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fieafions of things than now you haye Yt will not be-long, be-
g)rc you flnll perceive all the & things-yon prefer before the Faith
bF the Gofp:l, to be.very empty, and void of ali fatisfadtion
2 foll of torment and horrout ¢ when Chrift fhall appear in
Glovy, with his Holy Angels, all thefe chings will fail yous and
how you will howl and roar, and compluin then? What tears
will youchen hed ? How will you curfe yourApoftacy, and all
that hetpe forward 2 And now, when your Cafe is thus help-
Jeis, thus dreadful, and ail your Comforters are gone, the Lord
Fetus and his Merey will fail youtoo s he will fend you to them,
whole favour you prefer’d before bis, who will tremble and quake
as much as you , and to your Wealch, which will thien difappear s
and 10 yeur beloved Pleafines, which will then be bitterer than
Gall and 1Wurnnwoad : youmuitonly expect to hehold his frowns
and to feel che terrible difcoveries of his infopportable difplca:
fure ¢ you can expect no favour i his Hands. Sce Proti 1. 24.
totheend. 2 Thefi 1.7,8, 9. Nay,.you have no good ground
to hope you fhall profper in any of thofe defigns yon intend to
drive forward by, orunder your Apoftacy. God doth very of-
ten no:ably blaft fuch projects ; Fe caufeth fome remarkable and
very fatal Curfe to accompany thofc who retinquith his Caufe
a\_ld Truth, What was Faudas the better for his thirty pieces of
Silver ? What a forry Plaifter was this for a wounded Confci-
ence ? What a poor conifort to a juftty defpairing, Soul ? What
a fearful end have [heY ordinarily come to, who have forfaken
Chrift and the Gofpel for Preferment, Wealth, or any Carnal
Interefts ?

3. The more we are confirmed in the Faith, the greater mea-
fure of inward Comfort we may confidently look for, if we
fhoula be called to fuffer for the Truth. God will not leave

" fiach comfortlefs, they fhall have exgerience of hisgrdcious, re-

frefhing Prefence and Supporis. The Difciples, when publick-
ly difgraced and whipt, they went away rejoysing, that they.were

_connted worthy to fuffer for the Name of Chrift. "Sce Adks 5. 41,

2Cor 18,455
4 Youwill hereby be in a capacity of doin others eminent

- fervice, by your Inftruétion, and Counfel, and Example. Itis

a great mercy not to cumber the World, not to live ulelelsly
and unprofitably, to do real good Services to people in our Ge-
neration ¢ nay, more, you will hereby bein a capacity of do-

bas
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15 indeed been horridly betraid,and proftituted by Hypocrites,
and wicked pretendersto it -

5. The Promife of God is only to thofe who ftand faft, who
do perfevere and overcome. A Profeflion, be it never fo good
and Orthodox for the matter of it, will turn to no good and
comfortable account to particular perfons, unlefs they faichful-
ly adhcre to, and perfift therein' To them who by patient continii=
ance in well doing, [eek for Glory, Honour, Tmmoreality, and
Eternal Life. Rom. 2.7, Tohim than overcometh, will 1 give
to eat of the Tree of Life, whick is in the midft of the Parud;[c of
God. Rev.2.7. Rev. 2.5, He that overcometh fhall inherit
all things, and I will be bis Gody and be fiall be my Son. Rev.

a1 7.

Thefe, and confiderations of the like nature, which will' ealily
occur unto you, fiould make fome impreffion on you. Have you
had your Bibles fo long,and means of Inftruction, fomuch above
allothers, whoare of the contrary Perfwafion ; and what, will
you now throw away your Bibles, as heing imperfet ?7-Will
you hood-wink your felves, or be content Lo be led blindfold,
by Guides that either cannat, or will not fec? Arc you weary
of theglorious Light of the Gofpel ? What fort of people are
they in St. Paul’s Judgment, who diflike the glovious Light of
the Gofpel ? 2:Cor. 443, 4. Can you now at Jalt be contented
with the poor Glow-worm light of fimple Tradition; or,an ull-
cortain wavering of Ignis farunsy which certainly leads all who
foolifhly refign up themfelves to its condut, out of the troe way
into very hazardous Inconveniences? Quit you like Men, yea,
quit you like Chriftians ; Jabour and ftrive to get yous Mindsand

" Hearts juftly fixed in the Religion you profefs. Be not fo foft

and eafie, be not fo foolifh and inconfiderable; be not fo unrea-
fonable, fo diftracted, fo irrcligions, as t0 fuffcr your felves to be
fo frighted out of your Religion, or flattered aud collogued,
cheateil, and childifhly allurcd out of it 3 nor yet tobe fo jeared
and laughe, and lampooned out of it and then you’l be pricty
fafc: fortheir Arguments and Reafonings ( if you are wife) will

never do you hact, . L
The Religion you profefs, contalns all in it that is neeeflary,

yea,that can be really wfefal to any Man, in order unto his having,

2 fafe and fure condudt to Heavens and, why fhould'any Mande-
fire to go further ? Nonc of the Apoftles, none of the antient

Martyrs, dared either to die for, ot teach any other Doétrings
" B2 . vhan
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i whnt Jonr Rieliptoh Qeth comprize. And what ! will i

Pt content yeu to keclg;pqqq with chetn ? Muft you needs exceed
and outltrip them ? ‘Take hieed, the more ambitious, proud,
and prefimptuols you art the lefs fafc you arc.  Lucifer and

“his Comrades had the ymoft dreadful and unhappict fall chat ever
.Creaturcs had 3 .and it may be, tobe wife above, or (if you like

the Phrafc better ) o be Religious bzyond the Scripture, may

_inheend, prove to havea great Affinity with that they were
puitty of. And if fo, the punifhment of that fault, muft bear
“fone proportion with the other. Twould cherifhas much cha-
_-rigy, with icfcrence to thofe who manifeft any plous Sentiments,

in the Perfwaficn ccnifary to ours, as ispoffible. Buryet I muft
Yreeds {ay, thatne folid proof hath cver yet been produced, that
.any Perfons ever yet fuffered death comfortably for any of their
-pecutiar and proper Doctrines taken abftrattedly from thofe
which we juftly profcfs, and was accepted with God for fo do-

iing. But we have Inftances enough, of thofe who have joy-
“fully taid down their Lives for the Dottrines we profefs, ab-

ftractedly from all thofe whercin they differfrom us;that is,thofe
which they have added to the Seriptures, -and the fuffering, and
‘bearing, wiinefs to the Truths we-ownand profefs, have been
of great account with God. Should the worft you can imagine

. -follow on your firm adhering to theFaith you profefs, viz. That

-you fhall be perfecated and fuffer for it 5 yet this fhould not ftar-
tle not difcompofe you. “That is but a-forry Religion, that is
ot worch fuffering for. There has been more Blood cheerfully
parted with, more Tortures joyfully endured for the Religion
you profefs, than for auy, it may be, for all other Caufts inthe
World. If youare called to foffer on this Account, your Caufe

s fo good, you need not be afraid of any Encmies terrours, you

jiave no occafion to be troubled. 1 Pet. 3. 14. The Comfort is
-unexpreflible, which you may warrantably expet. The Hol

«§pirit is promifed to be a Comforter, more clpecially, to thofe

who arc pcrfccnted, and’ who fuffer for this R_cligion. Foh. 16,
7. What glorious Rewards are there foryouin Heaven'? The
more like you arcto Chrift in his Sufferings, the more you - fhall
xefemble him in Glory. Rom. 8.17. Mat. §.11, 124 ‘Alas !

worft. Shall you loofc your Eftates, your Wealth, your Houfcs,
our Friends, your Relations, yea, your Lives ?-And what then!
K’Vhat are thefé to your Souls ! ‘What-are: thefc toEternal ‘Glo-l
o £yt
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£y Thefe.aré poor, nean, aricertain, perifing things af be
Ty boken vl g ings St

efe may betaken away from yan on atherAcc

ity y

have afl thefe; arid yer ng Com pri; “Buc yoy mibybe exércifed,

(will you'fay y with cruel ufages, witll"ffox‘t rcs impbffible,
according to Humane Judgment, to be bornwith an patieice.
Be it fo, make the wartl youcanof it, they cainpt 1 ¢ anfwe-

il

“yable, for vehemence and horrour, £ the ‘Torments in “Hell 5

they canngt lie in the Ballancg with the Glory and Joy. of
Heaven. Roin. 8.18. Be they never {0 great, onc {mil¢' fro
Chrift will render you infenfible of thepian, How many, upon
the Racks, and in Flames, for this Religion, have publickly de-
clarcd and manifefted they felc nopain? And have you fuch nu-
merous. examples and prefidents, take heart then, and go on as
they did, joyfully in the ftrengeh of you God.. How many have
yentured all, and futtained all, both in former Ages, and in this
refent Age, inancighbouring Countrey, with aftonifhing Joy,
?or this felf fame Religion ? But Oh ! what will you loofe, and

what muft you fuffer, if you wickedly depart from your God,and

" renounce his Truth ? Would you be in Fudas his defpair, or {u-

ftain the horrour Spira was filled with, for Worldly Favour and
Preferment ? Would you be willing, for cafc and pleafure here,
to be the object of God’s heavieft difpleafure for ever? To be
(hut out of Heaven, to be continually followed with God’s
Curfe ? Tobeaperpetual Companion of Devils, and the worft
Sinners ? Tolic roaringand howling, toall Eternity, in unquen-
able flames? Inaword, confider how the Faith you profefs, is
the Faith which God Almighty hath taught and appoidted,
which the Lord Jefus hath born witnefs unto, and fealed with
his Blood, .wbich the Apoftles preached to the World, apd fuf~
fered for ; the Faith-which has been juftified and confirmed by
multicudes of moft real and undeniable Miracles 5 a Faith that s
ure and peaccable, and tends moft intirely to propagate and
1ncreafe all that is truely excellent and praife-worthy amoigft
Men; a Faith which God hath taken care of in all Ages of the
Chriftian World, and which aflires its fingere Profeflors of
things incomprehenfibly great and’gloyious hereafter, apd fills
thent with un{peakable peace and comfort at prefent, amidftall
the Suffering they can be expofed to, on its account : a Faith
God hath wonderfully frecd from the Corruptions which wcre
formerly. mixed with i, in thefc Nations ; and for which, He
hath often and even miraculoufly appeated, in difcovering and
blaling



ey

biafting the Projedts, the defigns, andl ehe attEmpts of itsmoft -

_tle and unreconcileable Enemies s a Faith your Anceftors, after

mature confideration, priz’d above all their worldly Interefts,
and Lives: a Faith, they took a great deal of care and pains to
have ‘tranfinitted to you pure and undefiled : g Faith, which
brought with it multitydes of outward Bleflings ; and which oc-
cafioned thefe Nations to be eas’d of a Yoke, which all the Inha-
bitants,who had ingenious fenfe,complained often of,and grosi-
ed under : a Faith you cannot part with, but in all probability,
you will again involve your felves in Calamities and Mifcries,

Tike to thofe out of which your Predeccflors ftrove withall their

might to extricate themfelves. Have you an ambition now, to
expofe your felves and your. Pofterity to all the mifchicfand
cvil; which people of the adverfe perfwafion, have been known
induftrious and unwearicd to bring upon thofe they look upon
as' Hereticks ? Arc you refolved to pull down wich your own
hands, upon your felves, all the fad éng direful Plagues which are

. peforve d to be, inficted, it the next World, on them who perfis

dioufly betray the Faith of the Gofy pel, and wickedly Apoftatize

from the Tive Religion ? Ifnot, then take care, and look well

to your felves, and fee that you be fixed and confirmed in the

. Protefbant Religion. And thercfore,
. 1. ‘Bc fareyou be built upon the true Foundation, Take

. heed you profefs not the True Faith, meerly becaufe it is ownéd

'by any Socicty of fome particular extrinfical denomination : any

" particular Chiurch may fall.  There is a Body of Men now in
the World, who affume to themfelves a very glorious Title 5 and

yet, when a juft enquiry is made, and the largeft allowances

Charity can prompt to, are yiclded them, that Socicty can only”

pafs for a very corrupt part of the Chyiftian Church : and yet

_theanticat Inhabjtants of that place where the Head of this So-

ciety hath fixed his See, were a people, in St. Pand’s time, fo
hearty in, and true to the Doctrines of Chrift, their Faith was

' fpoken of throughout all the World: Rem. 1, 8. Where areany

tracts and footfteps now, of thofe Chyrches you read. of in the
Revelations ? And yet God never forfaketh any, till they firft far-

fakehim. There has heen, I fear thire is ftill, altogether a faule

amongftus, that we are immoderately concerned or-the credic
and outward grandure of particul?r Parties; and Chriftiansare
refpected, not for their being Chriftians, but for theircfpoufing

fome diftinguifhing Notions and Chara@ters of Man’s devifing.
’ I
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yam perfweded, God: vwill.}xc}ﬁslx;ov_e, gow, at lealt, mightily

abafle Men’s aﬂc&io‘\gi;),ro,.and 7ah for all. Party-makigy Notons
amongft Clmiftians,, before he will ¥aiff his Chur  to that prof
perous, flourithing State propheficdof, atid promifed in the Scrip-
tures. There muft be more Love, and Charity, and Un2nimity
amongft Chriftians. .Chriftianiey will endure to the End of the
World : butas for all the Modes and Fafhions of Man’s devifing,
wherewith any do drefs up the Profeflion of Chriftianity, thefe
may all fall to the Earth,” as the lnventets of them have fal’n, or
will fall. Afat. 16, 18. Gal. 6.35. The True Foundation
you fhould be bilt upon, is that of the Apoftles and Prophets,
efus Chrift Himfelf being the Chicf Corncr-Stone. "Eph. 2. 20
Thercfore, : ~ :

, i._-Embrace.n‘othi{\g asan Article of Faith, or part of Religi-
on, but what the Holy Scripturcs arc exprefs, or very clear
concerning. You havc in thefe Scriptures all that is ncceflary
to any Man’s Salvation. -2 Tim. 3. 16.17. foh. 20. 13, Be-
lieve no Man, nor no ‘Society’ of Men in thefe Cafcs, further
than the Scriptres do warrant what ¢hey teach. .4t 17
11. ]ﬁli. 8_- 10. )

3. Be not cxtreamly hot and zealous about any thing, but
what the purity of Faith, and power of Godlinefs arereally con-
cerned in.  Good Menand Orthodox Chriftians may have dif-
ferent apprehenfions about Matters of fmall moment, with-
out much prejudice to their own Souls, ox the common Faith,
provided thefe Differences be managed without uncharitable-
nefe and unchriftian violence ¢ But too much heatand violence
about things, diverts from the weighty matters of God’s
faws, and Religion foor fenfibly decays. Phil, 3, 16, Gal. 6.
16 Tir. 3.9.

, Expectand preparcfor Tryals, Chrift hath dealt plainly
ang openly withus » In ehe World ye fhakl bave Tronbles. See Mat.
26.24. Learnto refignup your felves, and live in expettation
of Sufferings. Read 1 Pet. 4- 12, 13, '

5. Be earncft in Prayer, that your Hearts and Souls may have
an inward, real, {piritual, affcctionate fenfe of the Truthand Ims
portance of the Dogkrines of Chriftianicy. 1 Cory 2412, 61 3§t45

we _ e, Swdy




| | (d0)

6. Study the Holy Scriptures ditigently; and ake thetn yonr
dayly delight. Pfal. 1.2, Pfal. 119.97, 98. o

n.” Makea good Improvethert of the plaﬁn-, fajthful Miniftty
of the Word, whil’ft youtan injoy it : you know hot what Tinles
may come. 27i7. 43,4 :

4. Take heed of Self-confidence, and depend wholly on thy
Saviour. | o 5

g. Learnto be éxpert in vfing every part of the Chriftian At
mour. }\Eﬂ?. 6. 13. &c. '

10. Watch your fclves catefully, and your Enemies too.
3 Pet.3.17 '

11. Takea due care that your Faith may cffectually influence
you to all Holioefs of Life and Converfation. ‘That Man is in
a-%reat preparation to renounce his Faith, . that hath proftitu-
ted his Confcience, and Is'regatdlc(s how helives. 1 Tént 1. 19

Read, confider, and improve what is offtred unto you, and
the God of all Gtace, who hath calted us to his Eternal Glory,

y Chrift Jefus, after that we have fuffered a while, make you
arfelt, Ge, 1 Per.y 100 i
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