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T H E

Epiftle Dedicatory.
T O 1
Mys. Mary-Cooke, Widow of that wery
Learned-and Pions Man Mr. William | §
Cooke, fometime fince Minister of | 18
the Gofpel in the City of Chefter, |

and 10 the rest of the Author’s Friends | 8
in that City. |

@ publick Teftimony that I am not|§
#. ynmindful how much.I' am obli-} §
ged to you all, for. your great Love}§
and Refpe&s to me, from my Infancy| §
to this time : -And inan efpecial man-}
ner to you Mrs. Cooke, for the Mo-| )
therly “Affe@tion, Care and Tender-| |
nefs you have conftanftly. Manifefted| §
towards me, through my Childhood; B
and Youth, and ave pleafed {till to

continue. I forbear receconing up par- §
- A 2 t1ctlan |

E‘ Prefent this %fcourfe to you, as @




~you all, and I am confident
R 1ot

20 be Burned.

B that accompany Salvation, He

|

 The Epiflle Dedicatory.

| ‘#icular Obligations, becaule too nume-

rous for fo flow a Pen. 1 know you

| - delight more in fhewing Kindnefs and
4 -doing Good, than others would in ha- .

ving the World told that they do fo.
"The Subjeé: treated of in this lietle
Book, I am fure is very grateful to
you will
be offended with ‘my Difcourle,

Hecaufe fo familiar. It 1s a very fad

§ and afflicting Reflection to 2 {erious

“Chriftian, that there are fuch multi-
¢udes who plainly appear to take 1no

8 tolerable care of ‘their own Souls, tho
| thiey profefs the beff: Religion, and are

with eminent Advantages:

furnifhed

For, The Earthwhich is fo Watered, and

 beareth Thorns and Briars, is Rejected,
axd is nigh unto Curfing, who(e end i
But Beloved, 1 am per-
and things
b. 6.8, 9.
It very much concerns you all to take
~care T'be not miftaken in you, and to
ule your utmoft Diligence to i

--fwaded better things of you,

" fortls Fruit in fome proportion to the

.-i

T.abour

bring

v

* The Epifile Dedicatory.

‘Labour and Pains which have beern B

beftowed on yoys ~ You have enjoyed. |
the Labours of“that cminently holy
Perfon and faithful Minifter,Mr. Cooke,.
whofe love to, and care of Souls, and

zeal for their Salvation was fuch, I ”

am not acquainted with any words
that are fignificative enough to exprefs
them. And thercfore if you do not
much exceed others in Divine Love,,

“and, all the Fruits of Righteouinefs. |
and Holinefs, you do mot fully anfwer- |. ',

the Means with which you haye been.
favom:ed. I am wi}]ing to remember
you of your 0/d Paftor, that you may
thereby be induced to refle€t upon.
your {clves, and be quickned to give.
fuch diligence to make your Salvation.
fure, as hic was always prefling you.
unto. Were the excellent I'reatifes he:
left behind him, Publifhed, they would:
contribute much to keep - thole things;
always in your Remembrance, which 1]
he mainly infifted on whillt he was. |
Living, and to eftablith you in the
Truths and Duties you know and:
A 3 have. ||

;




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

| have been practifing. e was the
§ greateft infrance of an indefatigable
f Fiichful Minifter, and practical Belie-
| ver, I wasever acquainted with. He

d was diligent and induftrious, cven t02 -

| Prodigy.His Humility and Modeftydid
l cxceedingly veil his intelletual Me-
B vits. Few could comprehend the time
B hic {pent and the pains he took in his
§ Study, much lefs. the proficiency he
" made there. He had firong’ Natural

l Parts, a great Memory, aquick Appre- |

 henfion, was very Thoughttul, and
| dived very far into whatfoever he ap-
B plied- his Mind unto. He was the moft
l void of all kind of AffeGation (fo far
as my Knowledge doth extead ) of
l any meer Man. His Learning, Mini-
} tcrial Labours and exemplary Piety,
R were fuch, could the World be fur-
M pifh’d with an exall faithful Account
of his Life, T am perfwaded it-would
- yield as grateful and plealing Enter-
B tainment to the learned part of the
¥ World, and be as profitable to all Peo-

- ‘ pley who have a ferous {enfe of true

Piety,

The Epiftle Dedicatory.
Piety, as any thing that cam be Pub-
lifhed. But I doubt thofe who knew
him beft, Died before him; and as -
for thofe who were acquainted with
him and do Survive, 1 fufpelt {ome
were not obfervant enough, and others
did not know him long enough to-
underftand very many of the moft

material Paffages which would be |

neceflary for fuch a Compofure, In-
deed he did fo conceal himfelf, T very
much queftion whether any Man was
ever in a capacity to do him Right.
Yet, a full Collection of the many
great things - his Friends remems
ber, and which he could’ not hinder | §
People from oblerving, would be of | E
extraordinary uft unto the Publick : |

'T'ho the whole Relation thereof would - | |

not comprehend the half of what he -
deferved Thould be faid, to perpetuate

his-Memory, and encouragea laudable

Imitation. If this hint may prompt .||
thole who. knew him,to recollcé!i - |}
felves, and jointly apply themfelves to -| B
fucha Work; I fhall have this Satise

them- | §
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The Epifile Dedicatory.
fa&ion, that I have been inftrumental
} to put them on Alts of'Fx'lepglﬂulp
. and truc Piety, and have contributed
| a little to oblige the Publick. Youare
. commanded not to.be Slothful, but fol-
 lowers of them who tbrozxgb Faith {md‘
W Puticince, are Inheritors of the Promifes,
8 ich. 6. 12. And 1 propound unto you
 Mr.Cooke, as a great Pattern you {hould
imitate in variety of Inftances, Wlnch
are within your reach, and pertain to
the Stations you are in, as well as 1n
the whole gencralvtenor of his Conver-
(ation. I fhall therefore pals over 1

B .

Silence many very confiderable things -

I know concerning him, which muit
not by any means be omitted, by one
who would attempt to write his Lite,
1 mu it not therefore infift on his Learn-
ing: And indeed he who would do
him Juftice as to that, muft be fur-
nifhed with a much greater meafure
of it, than I can hope to attam unto.
Yet, let me take liberty to mention one
thing, viz, That his skill in the Ori-
ental Languages was {uch, it procu&
- - te

The Epiftle Dedicatory:

red him a refpeét above many Perfons.
of great worth, from the Famoss Bi-
{hop Walton, whofe eminent Talent".
lay in that fort of Study. A very
worthy Author (whom I am obliged:
to Love and Honour greatly for his
{ubftantial folid Learn- \
ing, but efpecially on g‘;"for;”i%i, 4th..
the account of his €X~ gk p. 109
emplary Piety,andmore. ~ "
than common Zeal for the good of
Souls) hath told theWorld,That Bifbap-
Walton would [peak Civilly 1o Mr. |
Cooke, tho he told him unlefs he wonld.
Conform, he conld not help him. 1 have.
particular reafon to {ay, that when he
{pake thofe words, he did'it with in-
timations of great Regret ; and that
amongft other reafons of his Refpect.
to Mr, Cooke, common to others -for
whom that Great Man had a Kinds
nefs, notwithftanding tliey had dif:-
ferent. Sentiments from him, about
fome Matters, it was Mr. Cooke’s. great
knowledge in thiefe Languages, which
did peculiarly commend him to that.

A2 Bifhop,
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The 'Eyz‘ﬁléf Dedicatory. |

“Bifhop. Here 1T am to take notice,

that Mr. Cooke was 2@ Nonconformift,

and fo had different Sentiments about -

fome inferior, and lefs - fubftantial, ra-
¢her meerly accidental Matters (2=

bout which all- teferving and good

Men have not the {ame Apprehcnﬁ« -,

fions) from what 1 have, and many
more. have, whom 1 greatly Reve--
rence. His differing Judgment about .

chefe Matters, ferved him for his own

Condud&. But he manag’d his Diflent

from Conformifts, with that Candor
and Chriftian Tempet, he highly de-
{erved Loveand Re pect from all Con-
formifts who were endowed with

' or indeed had any. fhare
He did not

true Piety, :
of .common Ingenuity.

- abufe his Diffent to Uncharitablenefs
he could not €ns .

and Cenfure 3 nay, De

’él:lclfe to hear’a delerving Conformift
Refletted on. . e
Perfor of no fimall Abilities, and Mr.

. o SO
Cookss particular firiend, happen’d-ac-

cidentally to refleCt on 2 Conformift,

on the account of his being a Co?ga)r- .
Yo

remember once, a . , J .
1 ) ~man Hiftory. -His Loyalty was not | |
like that fo much talked and-boafted

The Epifle Dedicatory.
mift, Mr. Cooke immediately reproved -
him with fome keennefs; the other Per-

fon replying, I believe whar 1 [aid, 4
true: Mir. Cooke prefently Silenc’d him,

defiring him the with fome carneftnefs -

of Speech to obferve theApoftle’s Rule, - |
Haft thouFaish? Have it torhy felf,Rom. - | B
14. 22.1 muft alfo pafs ever inSilence, . | .
Mr.Cook’s unwearied and indefatigible - |

Labours in the work of the Miniftry,

in Praying, Preaching, Expounding the :

Holy Scriptures, Catechifing, and Per- -

fonal Converfe from Houfe to Houfe; -} §

tho in thefc things he very well de- | |
ferves to be imitated by all Clergy- | §
men of what fort foever. - An exact - | |
Relation of Mr. Cooke’s Loyalty would | §
make a Volume, and reprefent him fo | §
confiderable on that account, I donot -

queftion, but moft would be apt to
{ufpe& the poflibility of finding a com-
pleat Parallel in the Recards of Hu- -

of fome Years ago, an empty Name,

ufed to cover~—~——, His Loyalty was 1
. ' gruly




I ,'e Epiftle Deica\tb»ry‘.. o ‘ T /ae'Epzﬁle Dedicatory.

traly Chriftian. He knew how to fuffer much Striénefs. Ithink no Man ever at-
E  with Patience” and  Meeknefs, and with a tended more diligently to the incereft
¥ temper of Soul very agreeable to that of the of Religion in a Private Family, than he
;‘ Holy Jefus, whofe Ambaffador he was, and did. Every Morning and LEvening after he |
d wholfc Example he followed. And he did  : had with his Family briefly implored the R
il acually fuffer in thac manner, beth for and  Divine affiftance in Prayer and Praife, and R
| ander the fame Government. 'True Loyalty ‘a Blefling with that part of the Holy Scrip- .
| isa neceflary property of a good Chyriftian tures wyich . was then to-be read, a Pfalm, |
g, and faichful Subject. ~ And I know not any or part of one was Sung, then a_Chapter }
?{\ one who hath lived within .your Memory, . (in the Old Teftament in the Morning, |
§  who fo well deferved your- imitation ‘in and in the New Teftament in the Evening) |
! this excellent Qualification, as your ancient was read, which he Expounded, reporting B
8 DPaftor. Thisisindeed a Topick which de- the principal parts-of which it did confit 5 .| §
d:  ferves tobe enlargd on, becanfe the thing - then hegavean account of the fubftance of I ]
B hasbeen {b horribly Counterfeiced, and: the | it, inas few words as the matter and parts ||
| Name {o fhamefully, yea, more than villain- | of it would permit, afterwards explained !
. oufly Abufed. But I forbear, becaufe fhould . the greateft Difficuldes which did occur 3
B 1 cxpatiate, I may find my felf obliged to ~ and.in the laft place fhewed, what ufeful
drop fome Expreflions which would prove Inftructions were efpecially to be taken
8 uneafie to certain Perfons, who have hap- notice of. And then he fpent at laft a quar-
j|  penedro bring themfelves-under fach Cir- ter of an. Hour in Prayer and  Praife, ufo- 3
| cumfltances, they perceive it poffible for ally improving much of the Chapter that 4 |
' Men of haughty Spirits, who have ridi-  * was read; into marter for the one or the |
8 cld the plea of Confcience, who have other. He was an extraordinary Perfon for |
.'\\ been very daring, contemptuous and tru-  all the parts of Prayer, tho. commonly he i §
: 113\ culent in their Behaviour and Carriage, to  did very much abound in confufion of Sin,
¥ have fome tender Places, And 1 am. not in admiring the Divine Excellencies, and |l
B willing-to exafperate any Man, if I may  in praifing of God for his Benefits of all... i §
B woid it, wich Innocency. He Governed  forts.  On all occafions he was very impor- |}
| his Family with. great Prudence, and wirlh  wnate for the. Church of God, and. thﬁt
i muech. the




" The Epiftle Dedicatory.

¢he Kingdom of Chyift might be Enlarged.
He had no Child of his awn, but did freely
take into his Family three or four Children,

for whom at his own Charge, he provided N

Food, Lodging and Raiment, and whom
he infhuéted in Religion and Human

Learning, in order to their attaining to-

ferve their Generation according to the
will of God. Thefe and the Servants he
Catechifed twicé every Week, explaining

every thing with a peculiar eafinefs, for the -

helping them to underftand every particu-
lar. When he could not any longer attend
on -his. publick Miniftry, he did not grow
Tdle, but performed moft paits of it in his
own Family, with the fame care and dili-
vence he was accuftomed to ufe in Publick,

tho there were not one Perfon more, than -

thofe of whom his Family did conftantly

confift.  He was a very ftriét Con{ciencious -

obferver of the Lord’s Day. His Family

was conftantly to have their Woildly Bu-.

finefs difpatched by four or five of the

Clock in the Afternoon of Saturday. Then. :

he beftowed an Hour and an half or more
with his Family, in explaining and apply-

ing one or more Verfes of fome Chiapter

in the Bible, ( going over the Chapter, and

afually the Book in order ) and in Prayer.. |
After. that, every one.in  the Family
N was . -

T'he Epiftle Deditatory.

' was to'go to his own Apartment for fome

time, either to learn the Cateqhifm, or for
private Reading and Devotion. About
Eight of the Clock they Supped, and after
that, he difmiffed his Family, according to
his every days Cuftom. He was always’
up early on'the Lord’s Day. Every one
read a “Chapter in the Morning ; he: then.
fpent at leaft an Hour and an half in ex»
pounding ong or more Verfes of a Chaptet,
and in Prayer. Then he and his whole

- Family went to Church, ¢ 1 {peak now of

the time after his publick Miniftry eeafed. )
About a quarter of an Hour after they were
returned home, he Prayed with his Family,
repeated the Sermon they had heard im
Publick, and Preached. and Prayed as he
was wont to do in Pablick, before he was.

‘Silenced. A little time being allowed for

Dinner, he and his Family went again to
Church, and allowing after thc}'xr PEtirn
home, more time for-every oncin Retire-

‘ment, he performéd the fame Religious

Exercifes he had performed betwixt com-
ing from Church in the Forenoosn,_ and
going thither in . the Afternoon. Every
one in the. Family having after -Sup-
per given anaccount of what they rement-
bred, he concluded the day always with
finging a Plaln, and with {olemn ven"lil)rg'ei@ :

: raile .




| The Epiftle Dedicatory.

|| Praife  and Thanksgiving. He went

'l through all this Labour and Work with un-

accountable vigor, cheerfulnefs, and fervour

- of Spirit. The Vifits he made were ufually
very fhort, and moft of the time was fpent

in pious Difcourfe, or Prayer. He would

be exceedingly uneafic if he heard any Per-
fon {poken of Reproachfully. He would

ngt- by ariy Means permit any of his Friends -

and Acquaintance to ufe any harth words
concerning any Perfon who had unexcu-

fably injured him. If he heard of their

. doing fo, he would be fure to reprove them
i fharply. He was very free in reproving
- his Friends and Relations, and all thole
. with whom he was Acquainted, as occafion

required, ‘and in cautioning: them againft.

the appearances of Evil, His Humility was
almoft Aftonithing; and he fortified him-
elf to a ftrange degree againft every thing
he’could fufpe& might {o much as bavea
tendency to tempthim to have even a
moderate Conceit of himfzlf. I wrote to
him once and ufed the word Rewerend to
him ; he fent me by the next Poft a very
‘Pious Letter,, wherein he gave me a Repri-
mand for that word, and defired me if I
thought fir, to ufe that word to others, yet
not to ufe it any more to him. He was
wont. to be mightily concerned. when ever

he.

The Epistle Dedicatory.
he heard of the outward Profperity of his
Friends, that they might be provided a-
gainft, and fecured from the temptations
Which attended fuch a Condition.And when

' ever he heard of their Adverfity, or being

any way AffliGted, how carneft were his
Prayers that their Afflictions might be
Sandtified to them ! His Abftinence, Mor-
tification, Self-denial, and the ftrict Watch
he kept over himfelf, together with the
heedfil regard he had to Divine Providence
in all Inftances, would appear truly won-

| deiful, could I give a full Relation of them.

He did every Week fetr apart one whole
day for private Fafting and Humiliation.
He kept a conftant Diary for his own pri-
vate ufe, which he wrote. in Latin, but in
fuch a Chara&er, I am perfwaded no Man
befide himfelf, could read an intire Paffage.
His Charity ( confidering what he had to
live on, and what has been already faid of
itby the Bye) was as ftupendious as any
thing elfe. He would ftrain to the urmoit
to relieve the Indigent. What multicudes
of Catechifins, & did he Buy to give to
the Poor ! And how much Mony he be-
ftowed on ‘poor Familics, which he fre-
quently Vificed, that he might Inftrud,

- Counfel, Exbort, and Comfort them, none

can tell. For he difteibuted. his .Charity
~with
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“ with all the Secrecy he could devife. Great

numbers of poor People were continually
relieved at his Door. I believe no Man
was ever more forward than he, to contri-

“bute to the utmoft of his Ability to promote

any Charitable defign. I never heard that
any feemingly poor Perfon ever met him,
and ask’d an Alms of him, who went away
from him without good Advice; and a
larger teftimony of his being affe@ed with
his appearing Poverty, than could reafo-
nably be expedted from him. But often
did he enquire after, and {eek out Objedls
and Opportunities for doing good in this
kind.
Juftice, was fo exad and tender, peradven-
ture the like hach {carce been heard of:
I could name a Gentlewoman of goad
Quality
{fome Monies, a: a time whei his Circums
ftances were indeed very mean, but he re-
fuled to accept of it, which occafioned her
to urge him more ¢arneftly to accept of it,

as a toftimony of her Refpeét to him 3 bug

he would not be prevailed with-to receive-

it; teling her at laft, that he underftood
her Husband had fome Creditors when he
Dicd, and that they were not all as yct
fully fatisfied , and he couyld not in Con-
{Gience receive Mony from her for his ovnign

ufe,

His regard to Righteoulnefs and .

in Chefter, who offered Mr. Cooke -

\

]
|
|

'
'
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ufe, whatever his Straits might be, aslong
as he knew her Husband’s Debts were un-
paid, He was a great follower of Peace.
He was extraordinary plain in his Habit,

and void of every thing that could look

like Flattery; but truly Civil, Courteous and
Obliging, tho a perfeét ftranger to that
Ceremonioufnefi, which it may be the wane
of his habitual Honefty and Integrity, “hath
brought fo far into Fafhion, as even to be
eftcemed an Accomplifimenr.  He was a
great Enemy to the Pomps ‘and Vanitics of
this evil World, and perhaps the exacteft
obferver of the Baptifinal Vow, that any
(at leaft) of thefé latter Ages of the World
have produced. Thus far have 1 {pokem:
from my own Knowledge of that excellent:
Perfon, and do but put you in remems
brance af what you more fully know. Thag

Me. Cooke continued this courfe ofLife,thefe:
Weekly Faft,

Religious Exercifes, and his

to the very Week in which he Died, 1

have been certified by one of you, a little

after his Deccafe, And that he was very
patient and fubmiflive under his laft Vift-
tation, being never heard to utter onc. com-
plaint ; that he {pent the remainder of his
ftrength and time

pithy fervent Prayess, till he actually re-

fign'd

'_x",‘_g--",: .-

in Pious Difcourfe on.
certain portionns of Holy Scripture, and in-

T s




-~ The Ep.zﬁ/é ‘.Dedimtor].. |
fign’d up his Spirit into the hands of his
beloved Jefus; which was about two or

~ three of the Clock in the Morning of the

'.Khird of Fulj, 1684. and 73d. year of his
ge.

~ The more you refemble that holy Man
in all thofe Inftances which pertain to your
felves, and wherein he was a faichful fol-
lowerof the Lord Jefus Chiift, the more

fuccesfully will you work out your own

Salvation, - You will be difpofed to yield up

your Souls to God in due time, in fuch a

calm and comfortable manner, he refigned
up his Soul. You will be prepared to_enter
into that Reft and Joy, you have fuch a-
bundant caufe to conclude he entred into the
pofleflion of almoft Nine Years ago. Thefe

things which ye have both learned and received,

and beard and feen in bim, (agreeable o the
Golpel of Chyrift ) do, and the God of Peace

hall be with you, This comprehends_ the beft

Advice I can give you, and the fubftance
of the fincereft Prayer tendred unto God on
your behalfs, o

. By your Qbliged Faithful
Styple, Fune ‘ '

82h. 1693. Friend ;md Servant,

Sam. Bold.

[

\ our averfion to, and onr

R The Preface to the

~ Reader,

T E of this L@}zd have ‘b.ee;z -bf, late

of Providences, little lefs than Miracu-
Jous. But our Murmuring untraciable
Temper our unreformed dtfoZedimt Liwves,
[Hff, vehement,
and nnreafonable Qppofition against eve-
vy . thing which hath a tendency to pro-

-
[t

Ferment [eems daily to grow higher and
higher, and who can tell what tremendous
" Eruptions.may follow? As long as owr
!'_Mfickedzzejfes are multiplied, our Dan-
 gers do most  certainly ‘encreafe, appear
\.we ever fo Carelefs - and Indifferent.
What astonifbing Calamivies and Con-
] | fufions

:

Py

 entertained with a conftant Series

.mote the intereft of Peace, Councord and

| Holinefs, do not portend any Good. The

A3

READER: |




I The Prefaceto _thRéader'

fufions are at hand, I cannot andertake |
to Relate, I dare [carce adventare to Su-
[peét. But if God do whet his glic-"

tering Sword, and his Hand take hold :

of - Judgment, he will undoubtedly
render Vengeance to his Enemies, he
‘will reward themthat hate him, Deat.
- 32.41. 1 mtty with good affurance affirm,
that the befi Service we can every one
do for our’ felves, is to make fure the |
‘Salvation -of our own Souls.. Qs do-
ing this, will not in the leaft incom-

-mode the Pablick it may advantage and i
benefit it greatly. If .we do thasy we |
[bail be prepared for whatfo ever it will |

‘pleafe onr God in his infinite Wif
doms to permit. If we [ball not be able
to entertain -the most frightful QOccur=
yences, with lefs difcompofure than others,
we fhall -moit affuredly lofe lefs by them
than they, becanfe our best and chiefest
Tnterests will be fafe. For no Jooner will
a period be put 0 our prefent Pilgrimage.
and Warfare, but -an abundant Entrance:
‘will be Miniitred to us into the everla-|
“Sting Kingdomof onr Lord and Saviow

gejﬂsl

v e,.,“. m -

The Preface to the Rder. -

Fefus Christ. If fome of thefe Sheets
had not been Printed before I knew they
were in the Prefs, this Difcour[e might
bhave come forth in another form, and a
Listle bester Polifbed. But if it [ball
pleafe God to make it (ast is) [er
wiceable to quicken any of you to, or affif
you in a juft concern for your own Salva-
tion, my defign 15 anfwered, whofe defire
and Prayer to God jor you all is, that
you may be Saved. |

S. B.
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Every Mdn.ﬁiouldbé,pljincipzilly Con-_ '
- cerned for the Salvation of his own H

Plalm XXXV. v. 3. PartLaft,
S'qy ﬂ(}to my‘Sonlv,; ¥4 ér}z t/}j Salvation. '

Dawid ( whenhe Compos’d it ) was in

very great Danger, in a. very aflited

and diftrefféd ‘Eftate, by reafon ,of the ex-
ceflive Power;:inéxorable ‘Rage; rand im-

®  placable Malice ofthisdEnemies. - Being -in
¥ this conditionj~heidid..hot depend on-any
I outward . Succours,. nor- wonld he betake
himfelf to any unlawful Arts, but applicd
B him{els

3 IT is very evident by thisi Pfalm, that |
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2 “Mur's Great Duty
himfelf to God, committing himfelf to his
Condué, Care and Protection, earneftly
importuning him to undertake for him, -
" Slead his Caufe, maintain his Right, defeat
Eis Adverfaries, and to defend, help and
deliver him.
' Whiqlmm@s&mgl@ubtedly. the wifeft courfe
e culd take genfiering the circumftan-
fances with” whict he was at that tfime
clothed : For tho the beft People, thofe for
whom God hath a fingular refpect, may be
under, fiich oppreflion ‘and  perfecution,
their cafc may, to outward appearance feem
altogether ,lgelz'midile(é,‘yet their God can
foon alter the Scenc, effedually - refcue
and command Deliverance for them.
Thele words, Say unto m) Souly, 1am thy
Salvation, may be confidered either,
© Firft, As an affectionate and carneft de-
firg; that God would ingardly: affure him,
that he would effectually Save and Deli-

ver hinnfrom. thofe externial -difficulties: angd |

dangersiwith which e was furrounded,atid
by veafory of whichihig cafe appeared quite
Defperate. 1 1ie was tvepys well fatisfiedd; God
could make his Ehemies - examples of ‘his
‘Veggéance,ainzpro@bg&ibnzto.chfe, Malice and

| Wickednels ,chey“;;haiﬁ Ldifdovered: inyshei
wnjudt Perfecusing of him; how - NUMELQUS,
S AT powerful

gt 3

Man's Great, Daty. 3

f{?%tmfm@' crafty. foever they: were. . But
i§ weas <not. enough, ta quict: and , pacific

hisitMind, and. to.elifpel; \
isiMind, and, tolifpel thofe fearsand fa-
pigions which did ,ﬁfﬁquenc'ky*kg"lifgir'sd?:?%iftg\ B

zﬁd; jn}akq thofe Burthens others did lay up-
0 :‘.ll)«?’:.:;!l}.g@l!hm@).:q.-,weigljtyi;.and« infup-
%ééta; le-than _eerwifes they, would hage Q
Sl e
RS Ay b (.)..v‘. Kyl (,,,(I); r".\(')(i*wat - jepw.
hitm. he would, undertake his Defonce, and.
dﬁu :’ é}mi to fee-a Bappy: peried put to that
b;;?ﬁi{,‘)& %’7“1 difingeniouss that rude; yea, - §
Sy s o
Wi Ed 2R BRGLANEE 2 -long time, |}
m;g}t"é?g siow almoty, dired:-himy: aﬁd' 31]:; .
Oll,s ‘.Y%FWbelmagx‘_d)ﬁnk hun o ‘ h
what “‘i‘] eei o [I-IJ';”"AS noting his dfiVérfihg from :
s ind 3,:; juft:before heen o intent up-
I‘f". a i, .l.' I‘Qu 65,‘ a’l; 1,‘ _
el agaim 1%’“ dbig, ff-@"&"‘ﬂ“t?‘:Snpm-.i.@aztli;xng o
their Ay | "fmdfdch""‘?mll@c;‘fl;ic)ln them and
10,3 lhor”q}qfl’fg , to: oxite and quicken him
thas; Wliggsc'?ﬁlgnat?;‘and' ardent Praying,-
IO e ok B g L o
tifie Mmoo e d:be pleafe 2.
Which o dhat bis Soul thowld be Seved:
-l is eertainlyi one of the beft ufes we

can;: make ofbodi
ons,, .. ff_b}(‘)dlly and outward ARi&i-

B | \Wc‘
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- We gnay perdeiyoRe/Plilmif pitting i
fudden ftbpreo dhiae gty Guriete b De-
fire, 'as exprofttint- ctiesfofmer “part of s’
Verfe, and the othertwo' which dorie be--
fore it, and: turning thiat :Stream into ano-

theriChannel; fpeaking-to thié effect. Tord!
tho L armuvery; denfible/ of the. diftyefled B
ftate L am fiow in; and therofore have béen
{o importunatd with 'thee; to Plead iy Canfe,
and fFand up for iy Help, yet the deliveratice
1 have been begging being but 2 ‘Temporal

Mercy, A dare'net be-pcr?emptongf,_'o‘r ask it
abfolitely at thy Hands§not indeed:would’

v

fuch a Deliveranée fully fatisie ing 3T there:’ '

fore.chtirely ‘refer that ‘to tliy infifittes Wit~

~dom : Bue!yet there is'one thing g cafinot,’

1-will not be denied § one thing T defire -a-
bove all othier, and" if thou ‘wile grant

me «that, T fhall “have -as huchsas 1'cat’

wifh 5 it will fully! fatisfic- me. ™' The-thing |
1 thus .importundfely"%bég'z,‘{is., t'\la(':“lt.\:lpui\i@;}t‘;

affure me, A Soul [hall be Saved.’!

How well” would it become us? H,"W.
much would it be to out ‘advantage o 1M1

prove outward Calamities; t0 make’ ”L‘l‘s“f;:_ini‘r‘
nenly, concesned for the welifare and hap-
pinefs of our’ Gouls? ‘To make us aiore at

1

-« MansGrear Dety. 5 R
blefled Eftate he hath prepared for theid ;
He’ doth fet.apart for himfelf 2 -y ’
. But if there were no-room forthis laft In- §
tc'u;prv_gtat;.on,;and we were cettain the words -
did only-relate to the Plalmifts deliverance
out of that calamitous; Condition; in which
he was- at that time; yet we have grouhd
enough from his being 1o earneft in Prayer
for fuch a Deliverance, to mind our felves
,;\w,h,at_,manner we ouglit to concern our
{e ves, .that  we ‘may. fecure the Eternal |
Iappinefs and-Salvation of: our Souls. Suke
we may, -we ought to ule thefe words, Sa;
unto my Souly I am thy Salvation, accox?dir'/‘
to the moft 'Spiritual importance they wiﬁ' .

cadmitiioa e o e

.Anc}‘ thus the Words might:prompt us to
~,,gll_sltiﬂae,ti(c;));;nga_ , t{ipqu!l'y. i, Concerning the
Salvation of.ithe Soulis “Secondly, OF what

B PARCEPAY

‘igc}{m(;{lfc_:quengc;itf is for.a Perfon to have a
7951_.l}_aﬁ‘ura'ncc;.-v~‘t,ha_t;3ihc,.ﬂmll be Saved.
7 é;{‘z ly, Eram whom . and “how: fueh fatis. §
action may be pbtained.: i, | |

et
ety Vs

. Buc Iwilliconfine my,Difcaurfe at his

ml?]% to this oppe Pointywizg iy -0+ Vo
o 54{ every: Perfon fhouid 129‘*060#7771105.“&071-
rned for the Salvation of his own Soul, - We

fhould all..of. s be -pricipally. bufied. to

fent in oar Prayets, and Vigdrous in our fecure. the Salvatic

~ . ~ . Lt . By - Py ae e S ; 1140 N £ M

indeavours to obtaint & good affurance, tho fﬁbatls&lga&s’l of vout:, own /Souls,
chat God will certainly conduét us into that AR A ng.-which of all other,
- T blefled B3 Cs s,

AT

i
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Man'sGrear Dity.
s generally tnoft'negloGed. People brdina-
rily find a great indany miattérs to employ

themfelves \about, which®are -of ‘little “mo-

- ment in themfelves, and-will turri i thiem co
fmall, or'no‘dccount at laft. i~'They dre fo

taken: up in ‘providing: for Wieir Bddies, in--

dulging their. Appetites, ' ipleafings and gra-
tifying .their Senfes, and-managing their
earthly temporary . Affairs ; they -think
very feldonyand:very little of the ‘eternal
fafery’ and wellfaie -of “thgir Seuls. . How
prone are we' to fuffer almoft tany thing
+to divertand take ws off ‘froth- mihding
. the Salvation “of* our ouls,’ with'any tole-
rable-degree of Attention -and ‘Serioufnefs';
not to fay wich fueh care and {oliciude as
.the: importance’ and ' weightinefs :thereof
~doth call-forand deferve 2 Other things are
more  thought. .of add"minded: than' this;
and the meanswe “think proper to obtdin
them, ate more diligently. and delightfally
ufed than thofe - God hath :dire&etNisto,
to make the Salvationiof ot Souls fuie} But
-tho we provide et felves other work; -this
remains our Duty§ -ouir’ heedléfsnefs "And" d-
‘million is notto-be Juftifieds; ‘cannoe-dif-
.charge us from-our OQbligation’} " For, What
o @ Man profived-if be i»]%all gam’ithe “whole

World, rand lofe:bis ownSow}? Or s6bus il a
Magive i echangesfor bis Sodl2 Whate. 16,

26, In

Man’s Great Duty. 7

In difcourfing of this Doétrin; T will-ob- §
ferve this plain and eafie Meéthod. - - Firff, T}
will explain’ the  words in whiclvitis' Pro-
poundéd.  Secondly, Mind: you of fome'Rea-
fons why every Man fhould be {o concern-
ed for the Salvation of ‘his Soul. Thirdly,
Take notice of fome Infercnces, which the
Point will evidently afford, and which may-. 8
and ought to be improved -by ‘us to-our -
great. Advantage. S “

Firfp, T am to explain the tetms of the
Propofition, which may be done'by anfwer-
ing thefe two Queftions.  Firff, Wha are
we to -underftand by the Salvation of the
Soul 2 Secondly, ‘What- is meant by-a Per-

“fon’s being very much concerned for it# *

Firft, What are we tonnderftand by the
Salvation of the oul? =" _ -
The' Soul is the moft 'excellent part of

“Man ; that part-on which the Image of God

was at firft principally Stanip’d and Im-
printed, which doth diftinguith Him from,
and digific him above -all die lower - parts
of the " Creation, and which renders him
capable of Knowing, Loving, Serving and
Enjoying God, the Sovereign- Good. Itis

an immaterial, {piritual Subftance, which is
not like the Body, lyable to'Corfuption

and Death, but when' feparhted- froin -it,
doth enter into a State either ‘of fuchili4p-
B4 - pinefs. |




Man's Great Duty.
pinefs and Pleafure we cannot at prefent
form an adequate Idea of; or of Mifery and
“‘Torment, altogether unconceiveable. In
which Eftate it muft continue unalterably
to all Eternity.

_The Salvation ofthe Soul then, is its ex-
emption and Freedom, as from all the Sins
"Femptations and Evils, unto which Man is
obnoxious in this Life, {o from all the Mife-
rics,Curfes and Plagues Sin doth expofe and
make Man lyable to in the next World,

Cand its fruicion of God and Chrift, and all
chat Glory and Bleflednefs in Heaven, God
hath prepared for, and promifed thorough
Chrift to them, who faithfully accept of,
and comply with the terms he hath pro-
pounded in his Word, Rom. 6. 22, 23. Rom.
21,6, 7, &ro. Matt. 25.34. .

If any one fhouid now enquire why the
Salvation of the Soulis fo much infifted on,

‘when it is moft true in it felf, and certain
unto Chriftians, that the Body -as well
“as the Spul, will in the nexe World bein a

State of Happinefs, or Mifery for ever? Or

why People thould not rather be minded,
that ‘it. behoves them to take care to pro-
vide for the Salvation of their whole Man,
than thus to be putiin mind of, and excited
to ¢oncern themfelves for the Salvation of
“one;part.of themielves. I

. ‘ . . t

Mauan*s Great. Duty. 9

It may. be . pertinently. enough replied,
"That the,Soul being the: nobleft part, is or-
dinarily.put foy che whole Man,. - So that
for:a Perfon to'mind  the Salvation of his
Sotil, .is the fame. thin ;;;,;.wi‘th his. minding
the Salvation of himfelt. ' .Our blefled Savi-
our fpeaking of. this fame matter, the Evan-
gelilt, St. Matthew, relates his - difcourfe in
thefe words, For. swhas 3s a Map profited, if he
[hallgain 1hé whole World, and Iofe his own

. Souk2 Or, w/oatfha,lléMangz've in Exchange
for bis Seul 2 {Matt. 16.26. St. Luke delivers

it thus, For what is. & Man. advantaged, if be
gain the whale Worlds and lofe bimfelf, or be

Befides,the Body, when the Soul is depart-
ed from it, doth not prefentlyspafs. unto a
State of Torment, of Joy, but islaid in the
Grave,where it remains without any fenfc of
either, till the Refurrection, whence. it muft
be raifed up, and fittgd for,.and united te
its.own . Soul, to. fhare with in.that State
to, which it was afligned immediacely aftee
it.was feparated from .the Body. The.Soul
after its departure from the. Body, appears
before God,and isfentenced to.a State eicher
of Horror and Forment, or of Satisfaction,

Joy, and: Pleafiye, Tuke 16. 22,23, Luke

23. 43. .50 that the.-Salvation of* the Soul,
doth note a frecdom from Sin, Mifery, angd
Korment




10 Mars Great Diigy."
. Torment, and-efijoying’ a State .ofémih%nt
Deliglit and: Happinefs, imnyediatély upon
itsdeparture -out of’ t’l'}iS'Wdrldf - Whén ¢hé

Body fhallbe’again utfited ‘th the -Soul,"it
muft partake of ‘the’ Tamg Happinefs with
the Soul. -~The Salvation of ‘the Soul im:
plies and comprehendsin it the-Salvatiori-of
the whole:Man. The happinefsor mifery-of
the Body.at the Reéfurrection, ; deperids-on
the happy oi‘“Wre’tcl‘ijé‘t} Eftate the “Solil was

configned-tosat its départuiefrom the Bady.
All'that twe inthe Graves [hall hear his Voive,
and fhall come forsh ; they'thas have done ood,
wnto the Refurreétion of Life; and they that bavve
done evil, wnto the Refurrection of, Dampasion,

Joh . 220 Dan'rh 30
Secondly, Whiat is it fora Perfon to be’very
much concernied For ‘the " Salvation of his
Soul ? SR ;e
Anfi. To be firmly perfwaded, that it is

of cxtraordinary - importance to him, to.

have his ‘Salvacion well fecured; to defire
ardencly- that it may be {o, and to apply his
utmoft cndeavours to’ make it fure; bya
due,and regularufe of thofe Means God hath
appointed for this purpofe. He hath a found

knowledge of what the Salvation of * his.

Soul doth mean. He often thinks with
him{zlf of what confequence and ‘moment
it is to him, that he fhould be Saved: - He

fl'37~

Muar’s Great Daty. 11

frequently confiders ‘in what State his Soul

is, and what he may reafonably -concludes
would become of it, if it were prefently to
be called away from'its carthly- Taberna-

‘cle. "'He ferionfly confiders'what courfe he

ought to take, that his Soul- may afluredly
be faved at laft. - Such kind of thoughts do

-often 'occur. to hine; ‘and hé is carefill tbeen-

teltain - themi, and profecute ‘them with fe-
rioufnefs, till ‘they producefome good ef-
fe@.  'What can we think of thofe who of-
ftinately negle& to meditate on'their fliture
State, and refufe to confider what -a plain
‘and- ceirtain “tendency . the finstdhd wicked-
nefles” in | which’ theyallow  ahd. indnlge

themifelves, havé, ‘to “make them eternally

‘Mifcrable ! Who.are {0 very regardlefs,they

leave their Souls-to all adventures? Never
ferioufly thinkihg of, reafoning, and expo-

ftulating with them{elves - abdut théfd mat-

ters? T1ay, what ¢an-we thinkof them,but

‘that they ‘are darigeroufly befotted l.f)‘y‘Sizran

and their Lufts, if ‘not dreadfully forfaken
and given over of God in juft Judgment, to
go on Inconfiderately to'the Vengeance of
the Gredt Day 2 We mufl at ledfl "con-

clude’the afe not much concerned for the

falvation of theit Souls.  We fhonld certain-
ly without any'difficalty, make fich:a de-

‘termination in anotherr Cale o’ Circumi-

{tanced,
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fxanced.. He feedeth -on Afhes, a.deceived Hears
bl rurned bim afidey that be_cannot  deliver
his Soul, nor (ay, is there not . @ Lye. in my right
Hpnd? ,Bﬂt’_i{ we are_really perfwaded that
“jeis not a matter of indiffercncy, whether
our. .Souls be faved or not, and ‘that there

confequence and- moment to us, as having
our Salvation fecured, our thoughts will

thefe will excite. and Rir up affections in
fome propartion to the fenfe we have of its
worth, and how much our imtereft is wrap-
ped up therein, So that we fhall not.be
tisfied with any thing, {o long as we:per-
ceive this is in. hazard. . We fhall pant and
“breath -after this, as what is indifpenfably
neceflary to our. being Happy ; That in
which our whole welfare confilts, and with-
out which all other things ate. infipid, are
as nothing, yca  burthenfom, and vex-
atious. bave. longed for thy Salvation O
Lord, and.thy Law s my delight, Plal. 119.
4. \
l?\'n\d‘ he who is thus affe@ed towards the
falvation of his.Soul, will diligently.obferve
the direGions God hath given, and ufe the
means he hathappointed, in order to:a Per-
fon's making his Salvation fure. He will be

careful to.take. Gad’s way to. fecure his Sal-

i cannot.be any thing of fuch. extraordinary

‘be very much. employed about ic: And

vation.

Man’s.Great Duty. 13
vation, for he knows none:but God can
fave, his Soul, :and. that, God will not fave
him.but in his.own- way. He penitently,
and- with great humility and reverence, be.
takes himfelf ro Chrift; faithfully depends
on him, and with much fidelity follows
his Counfel, being fenfible that ne Man
cometh to the Father, but. by him, Joh. 14. 6.
And that there is not any - Name given un;
der Heaven but bis, wheveby we muft be Sa-
wed ;- Neither- is-there, [akvation. in - any. other,
A&s 4. 12. With how much greater fer-
vour doth he pray for this, than for all other
things . As the Hut panteth afier she. Water-
brooks; (o panteth my Soul after-thee 0.God 3
my-Soul -thirfteth for God, for. the, living God.;
when [hall T come and appear before God, Plal.
42. 1, 2. O God, thow art my God, carly will
I feck thee 5 my Soul thirfteth for thee, my Flefh
longeth for thee,in a dry and thirfty Land. where
no water #. . Thy loving kindnefs better thun
Life, Pfal. 63.1. And he.makes great Con-  §
{cience. of keeping God’s Commandments. . |

- Lord, I havve hoped for thy Salvation,, and - done

thy Commandments, Pfal. 119: 166.. . -

The Salvation of his-Soul. hath- a.more
fettled prevailing conftant. power aver hin,
than all other things have. - He gives.this
the ,prc'fel‘,ence; ‘above all,- and. brings all o-
ther. chings.to a fubordination o it This
hath

. iR



14 Manr's:Great Dugy,
hath fuch a fixed prevailing influence on
him through the whole' courfe of his: Life,
that all ether things are meafured, efteem-
ed, judged of, approved, or -difapproved,
according to-the relation and tendency they
have to further-or obftruét this, He that is
very much and duly concerned for the falva-
tion of his Soul, is ordinarily thus affe&ed,
thus difpofed, ¢hus vefolved.” =+ -

He will not deliberately give way to, or
adventure ‘on any ‘thing,hie is {enfible will
endanger, obftru&, or hinder the Salvation
of his Soul, tho he hath nevér fo many in-
ducethentsto it,on other accounts 5 he'dares
not adventure his Soal for the pleafures of
Sin, the profits of the-World, the applauf¢,
approbation, efteem ahd favour-of Men.
Shall T pay 10 dear for thefe fading, perifh-
~in§ airy things at prefent, as to occafion my
fad and ' mournful repenting of my  pur-
‘chafe and bargain to all Eternity ¥ 'God
forbid I thould everbe{o infanicufly Sottifh,
£o execrably Wicked,to pawn my Soul, and

ftake my Salvation at fuch a difingenuous,
impious and unworthy rate ; to offer fuoch

'indigﬁity' s anditcontempt €0 the ‘precious
Blood of the @ovenant, as.to fellit at-fuch
acomition and unhallowed Price. -
- Yea, hecwillapgly himfelEwith - vigor 'to
any thing “he' underftands from the ?W"ordr
L . [¢)

Ma#’s Great Duty. 1§
of God 3 will -promote and further his Sal-
vation, thp he ‘perceives: he fhall certainly:
ehcotinter-very formidable difcotiragements;
he ' Will pafs “quictly-through: ‘iveproaches;
patiently fuftain Loffes, -and cheaifully’ en-
dure Tribulation, and inhuman Barbarities,
rather ‘than omit, ~or negleé-any thing
which pertains 'to, and ‘muft -accoripaty,
and. will help forward his Salvatidn. - Tho
Bofids  and AfliGioris abide with-me,dnd

LY vy

ait for e every whre; 'yet none‘of thicle
things ‘ought to ‘move. me. Lord; let me
never count my Life dear-to my {elf, fo
that T may but finifh my. Courfe with Joy:
' Wheh I fay that every ‘“Perfon dught  to
béery* miiéh concernsd for theSalvatiofy
of his'oWH Sl you arcihot to linderftasnd
this as if T did"'exclude ‘our being obliged
to concern our felves for other Peoples Sal-
vation: Thofé" who ‘are: ‘unconeerned - for
their'own' Silvationowill -née beé Tieartily
concerned for “the Salyation ‘of ofher Peo:
ples ‘Souls. " They nay' - do {evéral “chihgs
( being ‘induced: théteunto: by foine mean
and-felfith confiderations) by which others
may be much: adv§tnt’aged, cand aflifted int
working out, tHéli own'Salvation. Butthey
who are altogether i'ega1'd[eﬁ‘-dfithéi't‘?’ovwﬁ«
Souls, will! b évery: jot as Jicele' concdined
for others. “But he-whoié t'rdly"feﬁﬁblegf
' the:
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he: great worth he ‘weigh-
the: great. worth of 2 Soul, and the :
tinei%. of Salvation,.. and therefore is. hear
ly. concernedhat his,own. Soul may be
fayed, wilkin, his, mea yie; and proportion

be .concetngd that others may..be faved.
" Having faid thus. much. in order to.a.ct-

reé‘tv,.‘c;xp%aining. of the Doérin, 1 amin

B FOpOMNC e Reafons
- Second! .'Eo,»,prgpound,_fqme..\[&ea 115
Wh';fgwyihou\d, every one.be. very ‘much

concerned for the Salvation of our own

Souls ? And they are thefe,. .

Firft, God hath by his-plain and exprefs
Command, made. it our.Duty.: W%‘i c_anl-_
not but acknowledge, both,. that, ;Gq' | hat 1
an unqueftionable. right to-appainit us c‘)u;,a
Work j and that he beft under 'apdslvlv3 1;‘1;
it.is we ought to.make our principa “_ubh‘
nefs. - So thag if he hath enjoyned us.to be
mpre concernest for.our Salvation .thgr»ﬁa_nlmy
thing elfe ; weare, bliged .unto,,ltf.._glgy,a'_i_,% he
refped we owe unto, him, and that ¢ 1c o
ence which is due from us, 0 his. :Authori-
ty. We.cannot be regardlefs of .Salva_t‘:}onf,_
but we muft be juftly. reputed guilty .or &r‘
fering, the . moft, horrid. and: | unexcufablc

Contempt to- the. Divine, Majefty ;, of re:

nouncing his, Authority,. and,; refufing . to

obey him inan Inftance whercin his Grace

-~ and

e o e =

and Love, his regard to, and tendernefs for
our chiefeft good, are eminently manifeft-
ed. God’s Command fhould fway with us
in any cafg, more than any thing elfe, but
efpecially in a cafe of this nature, where
we have 1o evident a Demonftration, that

- the Command it felf chiefly refpeéts our

higheft Advantage. How can a refufal to
comply with and obey fich a Command,
efcape being Interpreted, to proceed from
a fpightfulnefs againft Ged, and an unac-

* countable hatred and malice to our own
Souls? And can any thing be enjoined in

‘plainer terms, in more exprefs words, than
our Lord hath ufed in commanding us, to
concern our felves very much, and to ufe
our utmoft care and beft diligence, to pro-
vide for, and make fure of Salvation, and
eternal Felicity in the next World ¢ Could
any thing be fpoken with greater Empha-
fis, or reprefented _with more Earneftnefs,
and better teftific” the utmoft force, and §
ftrength of Affe@ion, than what you.read, |
Deut, 30. 19, 20. Icall Heaven and Earth to
record this day againft you, that I have fet be-
fore you Life and Death, Bleffing and Curfing :
Therefore chufe Life, that both thou and thy
Seed may Live 5 that thow may'ft love the Lord
thy God, and that thos may't obey bis woice,
and that thos may [t cleave unto bim ; for be %

thy
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“thy Life and the ftrength of thy days. Are
you.not in exprefs térms commanded, o
work out your own Salvation with Fear and
Trenbling ? Phil. 2. 12, And to give diligence
to make your calling and clelion [ure, that an
entrance may be miniftred ro you abundantly in-
o the everlafting Kingdom of owr Lord, and
Savionr fefus Chrift, 2 Pet. 1. 10, 11. And
tofeck firft the Kingdom of God and his Righ-
- teonfuefs, Matt. 6.93. And to frive'to enter
gi ar the fbrait Gate, Luke 13.24.
~Now, ‘can any thing be {o execrable, as
to choofe to deftroy and make your {elves
eternally Miferable, rather than pradically
~own ‘God’s Authority, and obey him in

that, wherdinthe hath” givén  the’ fulleft dif-

“covery of his having a fingular regard to
“our greateft and unconceivable Happinefs?
The' Comimand of God fhould fway and
prevail with us to apply our felves ‘to.any
-thing tho ever fo difficule, tho we were
perfe@ly igrorant, of the Reafon, why he
doth'enjoyn and make it our Duty. But
" how much more then thould his Command
influence us, when we evidently perceive
the reafon of his Command is moft expref-
sfive of his Love, and doth apparently carry
with it a wonderful force drawn from Ptin-
~ctplesfo deeply rooted in our Natures,as are
-our own -Prefervation and Happinefs 7 His
a intereft-
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intarefting his Authority-thus in this mat-
ter, fhould not enly prompt us'to take no-
tice of* the tender regard. he hath- toour
perfect Felicity; but alfo how -prone we
are to be: dardlefs iof, and negleét it, and
with what heedfuliefs, care and diligence
it behoves us to-attend to:and follow it, left

-we fhould fail and mifCarry-in fo-impor-

tant'a Bufinefs, R - ~
Secondly; It is a bufinefs of fuch weight
and ‘confequigrice, thatdt-is to"-renderus ca-
pablg “ofattending to”'it, -and-to- affift and
quicken "ds to carry it on wich" Succels;
that we arc endowed with thofe faculties
which are-peculiar-tous, asiwe are ratioral
Creatures'y-and that-wesare entrufted with
Life and Time, after that ‘we arrive 0! years
of Difcretion ;--and “that:thofe -advantages
aie afforded s which are fingularly adapt-
ed to further usinits + All-thefe aré Talents
committed to -our truft ; and thofe who
will: acknowledge ‘them-to- be fuch,” muft
neélds own, they ouglit to ‘be employed to
the ends for which' they ' are efpecially de-
figned. - Now, feding they are-peculiarly
fited both in their-own Nature, and by
divine Appointment, to promote our Sal-
vation, it muft-gieatly: concern usto ufe
them for that- purpefe, for which:they were
iitended. - ‘As'the Members -and parts -of
our
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our Bodies are naturally fitted and  particu-
larly defigned for-the prefervation; nourifh-
ment, and perfedtion of our outward State,
{o.our rational Powers and - Faculties are di-
reéily and immediately-prepared. and appoit-
ed tobe ufed to fecure and advancethe good

and welfare of our Souls. Our Underftand-

ings, Wills, and Affeétions, are neverem-

ployed fo pertinently, as when, they are,
duly. exercifed. about- thofe miatters, which

will contribute moft effeGually to our Sal-
vation. This. is the nobleft and moft g:xccf-
lent ufe we can make of them. And if they
colud not be improved. to this purpofe, it
would not - be a valuable advantage to
be endowed with them. "This is allo
the great bufinefs for which God. doth
allot us time in this World. . We have in:
deed other things to employ our felvesar
bout, whilft we are here in the Body, but
all other Bufinefles arg fubordinate,fhould be
fubfervient to this. For thisis the e thin

neceffary. Life: and Time are. not allotcc§
us, meetly to Eat and. Drink and take eur
Pleafure and Pafs-timehere; or meerly to
drudge and toil for the neceflaries or’ varie-

ties of a temporary State,but chietly to pro--
vide for a future and " eternal Flappinefs, by -

fuch ways as God hath prefcribed. For
what-is to be dong by us in order to_out
Salvation,
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Sulvation, muft be done whilft we have
our abode “in”this World. It will ‘betoo
late to think of bufying our felves for our
Salvation, when we are removed - hence.
The night cometh , ({aith our Saviour ) “when

g Man can work, Joh. 9. 4. Whatfoever there-

forie ‘thy “band findeth ‘to do, do it with thy

might; for\there. ig no swork, mor device, nor

Ehorwledge; nor wifdom, i the G ave, whether

thou goeft, Eccle. 9. 10, So teach us (O Lord)
to mumber our days, that we may apply our
hearts t{m'o‘ Wifdom, Plal. 90. 12. ©

" Can' Ve imaginic is foir any thing elfe,buit
to bblige us to; ‘and aflift us’in the -mifding
of otir Salvation; dhd'fo excite and quicken
us to a great, reguldr, and - due” concerned-
nefs for it,that God doth-afford ushis Word,

Ordinances, and the means of Grace ? Are

.they not all evidéntly défigned, to mind t1s

that this“is | that f6f~ which ‘we fhojld -be
moft concerngd, 2 d:“to “diredt, help, and
lead usin the tri{‘e,:i[}iﬁlllibl'e*," and mioft fuic-
able way unto Salvation ? T, 2. 11,12, I'3.
And is it not certaif,’ that our negleéting
to improve-‘Goffel “advantagés co this pur-
pofé, will exceedingly ~ encreale “our’ Dan-
ger, and'render our State héfealter; ‘more
than ordinatily' ' Dolorous, an*] feadful 2
Wo unto thee Corazin : Woe unto “thee Beth-
ﬁ}d'&, dre. Matt, 11, 20, ¢ How fhall e

efcape
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¢fcape, if we neglelt, [0, great, ‘S}qlgv;;(tiozz 2- Hebs
2.3. Lay, afidé the confiderdtion . of the,
Salvatien ofithe Soul, and. Peaple:may, at-
tend to, -and follow all their other Bufinef-
{esand  Affairs every jot™ as well,” without'
thé Gofpel; aswith it, o

Rl Y

Thirdly, The falvition :of, a Man’s, Saul,

is.a matior of the greateft: confequence; he;

can poffibly cgneern: himfelf about, : Itis
agreeable to the dictates of Reafon, and the.

axims of Prudence, that we fhould be.
moft concerned for that which dath moft

concern.us. And doubtléfs, thac which is
of the greateft worth- and excellency in it
{elf, an. which. all. our: Interefts are wiant
up 3, and without.which, there is no pfli-
bility of our being fafe;and happy, is of the
greateft Moment imaginable to,us;, and.is
tk}ag ‘which it behoves and: congerns. us, to,
u

{e'our, utmoft care aboyt’s and fuch isthe

t .

Salvation of our Soul

,_S.',}, c peperee o e
" Forif our Souls be fafe and happy, it s
nat poflible we fhould be Miferable. ~1fwe
are really in the way tg Salvation, and have
an Intereft, in God. thiongh. Ghriff, {0 that
his’ power becomes \angaged,..to): keep us

fafely untq Salvation; let what, will happeri
unto, us here, it cannot make us unhappy.

i)

v
i

3
i

{
i

Ir will ot :%S‘meg‘. before, we  fhall be,per- -
fectly -out. of the reach of every thing that -
e ) can ¢
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hope of Salvation will make .any thi %
(i,

Portable which can befall usin this, World.

And as foon as we have pafs'd through.,-

this Wildernef§, and are got from amongfb

the Briers and Thorns which grow here be- -

a.: .
all,

low, we fhall inherit a Pleafure, 2 Joy,
Portion; in: comparifon. with which,
that this World. can. afford, is in every re-
fpect lefs, and more’ inconfiderable than
the emptieft Dreaim, or moft” fleeting Sha-
dow we can think of. Why then fhould
we be afraid of any thing that cannot hin-
der us from being . for ever Blefled? We
fhould not be afraid of .apy thing but Sin,
’tis that alone which is difpleafing to God ;

that alone which expofes to eternal Mi-.
fery: *Tisonly that which can hinder our

attaining to the Salvation of our Souls,Masr,
10, 28. ' '

But if our Souls Mifcarry, all ‘other
things cannot make us. amends. There: is
-no remedy jfor a loft Soul. We may be

difappointed to a notable degree in our

worldly Defigns, and Affairs, and Interefts,.
and not be Undome. - Bue :if the: Soul be.

Danmingd, there is no reverfing that Sen-

tance. . If the. Soul, perith and;be fent to-

Hell, it cannot be redeemed thence, All
the Plealures, Riches Honors, Bravery,
L | Applaule

23
can be called Evil : And a well: grounded

e
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Applaufe, ¢re. in the World, tho enjoyed
without any Interruption, the whole {pace
of 2 Man’s abode on Earth,will not avail,or
profit, help, or comfort him-one jot,willnot
abate or qualifie his Sorrow and Torment
one Moment;when his Soul doth fink under
the weight of its own Guilt, and God’s juft
Indignation,into unquenchable Flames. For-

mer enjoyments are paft, and ended, what
was left behind, will not purchafe one Mi-.

b o b

- nutes Eafe: And the retnembrance of an-

tiquated Delights and Pleafures, will but
encreafe and make prefent Tortures more
wracking and vexatious ; heighten and in-
creafe thofe Torments and Horrors, which
do every Minute unconceivably over-weigh
all the Jollities of an ill-fpent Vitious Life.
What can youconceive more terrifying than
to hear it faid, Remember thow in thy Life-
time receivedft thy Good Things, Luke 16.

Befides a due concernednefs for the Sal-
vation of our Souls, is
can take, to be provided with what is mo
convenient for us, till we arrive
of our Faith and Hope, the Salvation. of our
souls. - We have reafon enough to be well
fatisfied , if. we  have

where we are Strangers and Pilgrims, ifas

foon as ever our Journy is over, W fhal

enter

|
i
{
\
|
?
|
5

|

the fureft courfe we - |

at theend :

Journy-provifion,

i
Al

B
i

e
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enter into the Heavenly Canaan, and
ewer with the Lord. Ang if we be dr:ﬂybgﬁ
cerned for our Salvation, we have as good
affurance as can be defired, to be fupplied
with what infinite Wifdom fhall judge moft
fit and convenient for us, during our Tra-
vel. Our allowance of outward things fhall
be more, or lefs, according as our Heaven-
ly' Father fhall fee moft for our good.
Seek ye firft the Kingdom of God and his Righ-
teoufnefs, and all thefe things (hall be added un-
to yor, Matt. 6. 33. The Lord God 4 a Sun
and Shield 3 The Lord will give Grace and
Glory s no good thing will. he withold from
them that walk uprightly, Pfal, 84. 11.
_ Fourthly, A great concernednefs for the
Salvation of the Soul, is the only way to
fecure it. Negligence, Sloth and Heedlefs-
nefs, are not look’d on as the way to great
honourable and comfortable Fruitions, in
this World; why .then fhould theyJ be
thought confiftent with a rational expecta-
tion of the glorious things which are refer-
ved in Heaven? If you are fenfible of the
worth of your Souls, and do defire they
may be Saved, you muft needs own you

~ought to be much concerned for their Sal-
_vation; or you muft renounce and depart

from the common Rules of R

! nm eafon, :

from thofe Principles by which alill\(/}t’:i”tk’;ﬁ(é
C

do
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dp govern themfelves, in feeking after w ha
is of great value.in it FIf, or what they do
magnifie by their own Phancies and Ima-
ginations, unlefs you do know_fome other
way, by which their Salvation may be
made fure. Now,the Salvation ofthe Soul de-
pending wholly on the free Grace and good
Pleafure of God,there cannot be any-way (o 2
{ecure it; but what God’ hathbeen_ple‘afed
to fix upon and appoint. Can you therefore |
roduce a proof that God hath revealed,
and declared, that it is his purpofe to fave |
any one who is of years of Difcretion, whe-
ther he do or do not concern himfelf in
good earneft for his Salvation ? Tf.you can-
not produce a Revelation .that is very plain |
and exprefs to ¢his effect, you run the great- |

eft risk imaginable, and a& with the great--

oft inconfiftency that can be, with the Prin- |
ciples of Reafon and Prudence: Ifyou be

not mightily concerned for your Salvadior,
How unavoidably will all the methods you

ufe, with refpect to other Matters, upbraid,
reproach, 2l condemn your inadvertency,
dlefinefs as to this, which i ofin-’

-and regar . ¢
finitely greacer confideration an importancs.

to you than Al other things can be? More-

over, you may remémber it hath been pro- -
ved to you by exprefs Scripture, that- God - .

hath appointed this as the courfe you mu
rake , if you wi

fity there is of o’ eaking the:courfe :Lhave -

from God's appointment : The fuccefsful-

1l make your Salvation fure.
Indeed,:

[ : P .
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) Indeed our concernednefs:for the Salva-
tion ‘of our Souls,:;be it everif.fb,zgfeﬂt,,.rsloﬂs-
not; nor cannot procure thehyS;lylva\tipn;a,bgr
virtue of its own intrinfick worth and ex
cellency. We cannot be our own Saviours:
We are wholly beholding to the Lord Je:
fus Chrift,and to free Grace for falvati-
on. . But:we muft in obedience to God, ac-
quit -our felves ftrenuoufly for “our Salva-
tion, in- ufing thofe : meags, ‘and following
thofe du‘eétipns he hath appointed. and . 1%
figned for this purpofe, depending upon him
to Sandtifie and make this obediential com
pliance withy his blefled: Will Effeétual, fo ¢
the preparing; us for, and bringing -us unto
that Salvation,. whercunto.he:hath: appointe
ed the fame.;:  Our coming to Chuift: when
we are truly fenfible of ous. Wants and Mi-
fery hath.no intrinfick Veértue, and Excel-
lericy ofits. qwn, .to. purchafe-and procurg
-du's Acceptance with himy yet ieis the necef-
'- i:}ry-.and: only fuccefsfus way, a .conyinced

enfible,” humbled Sinner can take to 6btai1;
acceptance with: him.  This being, what he
‘Commands, and that o which he hath an-
;ne}?d his compaffionate and merciful, Bro-
mife, Fob- 6. 37. Matr: 11,;28. T lﬁéheé;éf—

been difeourfing of, doth principally arife

2 nefs
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38 Mun's Great Daty.
~ nefs.of ‘i; arifeth: wholly from the vouch-

{afemenits of Divine Grace. |

. Fifthly, Bvery: Perfon’s concernednefs -is
neceffary to the Salvation.of his own Soul.
1 fpeak to Perfons who are of years of Di-

foretion; and my Difcoutfe is about "the
Salvation-of thofe whe are Adult. - Other

People may and ought to be concerned for
your Salvation, iti'their way, to.the utmoft

‘ofitheit Power, according to the Capacities

thiy have; and the Offices they are in, and
the Relations they beat to you, But what
others cin doy-wilk not profit -unto Salva-

tion . iffyou are’altogether unconcerned
Moft of your World-

abat-it Yoty f&lves:: )
ty Buifitiefles, mdy: be done for you by others.
Other People may Build yéur Houles, make

your Cloaths, till your Grounds, feed your |

Cattle, - gather in your ‘Harvefts, &re. But
other People,(excluding your particular.per-
fonal concerning your {elves for your Salva-
tion Y danhot do all. that:is nedeffary to be
Joné, iti order to your being Saved. Thofe
wlio have ever fo many at work for them,
muft(notwithftanding thac) Eat and Drink
foi- chemfelves, or elfe they will :fqon be Fa-
mifhed and Die. Other Peoples Eating and
"Drinking will not fuftain you in Life;
their wearing of Cloaths, will not preferve

: you '
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you from Cold, or warm and heat yous §
their Sleeping will not- refrefh Nature in
you, ‘Thefe are things all People muft do
for themfelves ; and we are all fenfible e:
nough of the fame. - O that-we were every
one as fully convinc’d that it is every jot as
neceflary, for .every particular Per{gn-to be
very much concerned for his own Salvation. -
Other Peoples Knowledge, Faith, Holinefs,
e will not fave our Sonls. -Every one
that will he Saved, muft Repent:of his own
Sins, muft himfelf believe in Chrift;-and be
made Holy, . and muft . Perfonally. obferve:
and keep God’s Commandments. * .. |
Sixthly, The Enemies of our Soyls do
concern themfelves very mich to hinder
our - Salvation. Every Man hath  va-
riety of. Enernies, who in their feveral ways
do bufic themfelves to hinder the Salva-
tion of his Soul, and to make his Dam-
nation fure. Does it not therefore hchove
him to do what he can, that his endeayours:
to fruftrate and defear theiri Proje@s.and”
Defigns, may be equal to-theirs 2~ Bajfiber,
be wigilant, becaufe your ddwverfary thé. Devil
as a roaring Lyon, walketh about feeking whom-
he may Devvour , whom vefift fedfaft in the Faith. -
1 Per. 5.8, 9. Why fhould the Devil hate
your Souls more than you love . them?
fhould not 'you be as. much: congerned: for

<3 thefr
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their Salvation, as he is for their Damnati-
on? Are not you more interefted in your
owiiSouls; than “he is 2. Doth it not more
conceiti- you what will ‘become of your
Souts, than it "doth him? The Damnation
of yotir Souls, will be no real advantage to
him, nggwithftanding he feeks -and labours
for it {oinduftrioufly 5 but how unconceiv-
ableiwill your Benefie be, if thoy be Saved?
We lhave Encmies in.the World, and Cor-
ruption within us, unweariedly labouring to
obtrud our Salvation! And feeing we have
fo many and fuch induftrious. and indefa-
tigable Enemies, waiting t0 do us a Mil-
chief, cven the greateft Mifchief " imagi-
nable; to hinder our Salvation; to ‘deftroy
and ruin our: Souls for ever ;. in what man-
nerwillit become us to acquie our felves?
Jow concerned fhould we be for the Sal-
vation of our Souls, which are thus befet?

_1f we haveany regard tothe Authority of
Almighty God,or think our felvesobliged:to
entploy the’ beft. Talents and Advantages
whiéh aré committed. to our cruft, to the
ends for which they naturally ferve, and to
which: they are particularly.Ordaiﬂned; if
we believe everlafting Salvation: is of.any
great'moment. to-our felves, and that it is
ot the cffe@-of Chance, - but will be re-
gularly.: difpenfed ; if we are fatisfied that
Tyl W

proportioned to its 8rgans,Appetites,F;'anle

we cannot be faved by Proxy, and that it
doth behove us to improve the, diligence
and indyftiy of onr Worft Encinies, to our
own greateft Advantage s (what ‘Hath been
difcourfed, may in fome meafure ferve to
beget, or awaken in us a petfwafion, that
we ought to bevery much concerned for the

‘Salvation of our own Souls: And therefore

will now proceed, |

. Thirdly, To take ‘notice of {ome Inferen-

“ces which this. Doé&rin doth evidently af--

ford, and even prompt us to take into our
confideration, and of which we may make
a profitable Ule and Improvement. |
_Firft, The Soul of Man is.exceeding pres
cious: “Tis thison which we fhould fer the

‘greateft yalue, and of which we {hould take

the greateft care, It is of the greateft worth
in it felf, and may be improved to ourun-
expreflible advantage. Butif it be finally
flighted and negleéted, the damage which.

‘will follow, . will be altogether irreparable.

Man confifts of two Parts, a Body, and a
Soul ; The former is-of a frail and corrup-

‘tible Nature, of very little Excellency, and

of no ufe at all when the Soul is feparated
from it.  As longas the Soul continues in

it, it is. fenfible of Pléafure,” or Pain, ac-

cording as things are proportioned, or dif-

4 ox
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or State, but no fooner doth the Soul part

‘henfive of what is Pleafing,
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from it, but it becomes perfeély ftupid and
fenfelefs, and prefently molders into Duft.

Foolith miferable Wretches that we are:

How unexcufable are we, in being fo im-

moderately follicitous about our fading

Earthly Part and its little diminutive Inter-

efts, to the extraordinary prejudice and

‘hazard of our Souls, which are Immortal,
and evidently our beft and nobleft Part?
‘When the Body returns to the Duft, the

Soul doth not ceafé to be, but then becomes
more fprightly and active, more apprehen-
or Dolorous,
than it was before. | o - |

We do all put a difference betwixt things,
efteeming fome more Precious than others,

- and accordingly we proportion our love to,

and care of, and concernment for them.

But our great fanlt is chis, we are hafty and
inconfiderate, we are rafh and precipitate,

we ordinarily judge amifs, and value things
above their worth ; fetting a mighty Price
upon thofe things which have 1o intrinfick
Excellency, but are intirely beholding to

our own Fancies, or vulgar Opinion, for
all their reputed worth, and flighting and
making no account of that, which'is fo
cranfcendently Excellent 5 we cantot pof-
fibly advance our eftegm. for it, to thofe

v

S |

degrees
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degrees it deferves. Lord! How : fhall :we
duly deplore and bewail - our. felves; rup-
braid- and reproach our Folly ! feeing we
have fo long extravagantly admired -and
inordinately doated on empty Impertinens
cies, whilft our Souls, which are of uncon- -
ceivably greater worth than all- the World, -
have been left unregarded-and unminded:by
us! What vile and yngrateful. Wretclies:ate
we, thus to difhonour. oar felves, -and dif
parage and proftitute the Souls God..hath.
gn_truﬁedr_us with! How loathfom ni:iy we
juftly appear in the fight of God, and of all
his .Creagyres 2, "Tis owing to our -JSqiil's,
that we are capable of fetting a valuo'upon
any thing s and having Souls,commitset]-to-
onr truft,;could we'behave our felvesmore:
unworthily, than to.caft. off all. care of
them, and degrade them. to the fordideft
Drudgery we could devife 2 -All: Worldly |
and Earthly Enjoyments and Objedts, will §
e as nothing to us ; the pleafure and de-

light ‘we took in them, will be gone, and’

tho the things themfelves .may ftay behin

wle cannot_ntake any. more ¥1ifé' 3:)f ' ilféi?]i
Wwhen;ance our Souls have taken, ,t-héir;ﬂig'hc
ngtog the ‘other and unfeen Warld, ' And
:N 1at can weexped will:be theirjot angd por-
.. ll?cﬂcam‘gshgg:;}:'@ takigno betger care of theif
fd them hares g g and b




W 34 Man’s Great Duty.
i Did we rightly underftand, and were we

duly affe@ted with the worth and preciouf-
nefs-of out Souls, we could not' make fo
light 'of them as we do.” We: fhould then
cettainly - concern our felves much to fecure

" their Salvation. Do I believe my Soul came

immediately from God, and that itis of a
Plilirtes Extradtion ;-and that the greateft
Bxcellency ofmy Body, confifl’s 1 its be-
ing fitted for the ufe and fervice of my Soul,
duting~its abode in it?' And: can 1 by any
means-be reconciled to caft offall concern
for ir, and to make fuch a-Heaven-born Off:
fpring, a Slave: to my droffy -and -earthly
Payt 2 Does . not all corporal - Béauty and
FTultre; prefenely difappeat and vanith, af

e the - Soul- is” feparated from»it?" How

great-a Vialue fhould we fet-upor our Souls,
were'we {erioufly and {’_trqngly pe}'fwaded;
that as {oon as they leave our Bodics, they
il vetuin' o Gody’ who gave them; 'E_cclcﬁ
'l.z:) 753; e J.!.,;:- { IR '_- “xf -" 11 » . . | . ‘
. d¢ futfuie, "we cannot dt' prefenit diftinétly

and fully.underftand what the Soul is; but

we eafily perceive: we have-fach”a: noblé -

and - {ublimePart, by thofe Adtions] whichi
ab¢ peculiar to-it++ Tt~ Thinks, it ndér-
f9nds; it -Wills: and Chufes; it ‘Toves, 1t
Refleds upon- it -Self hdall s Adings's 1c
ceiveres with Objedts; which-are not O

. v

jeéts
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jects of Senfe ; it. compares fenfible Obje&s
one. with, anothier, and raifeth notions from
them : And we are. fure the Body can do
none of thefe things, when the Soul is gone

from it. And thoiit is naturally void now of

its Primitive Holinefs and Purity yet it ftill re-
tains fome Marks and Charaers of the Di-
vine Image upon it, and it is ftill capable of
having itsfirft Excellency and BeautyRepair-
ed, Reftored,Improved. Oh'how large and -
vaft areits Capacities 2 What work can it do!
What Exercifes-may it perform ; What &b-
jecs can it converfe with! What great and
glorious things may it be employed about?
-And what blefled Privileges may it “be ad-
vanced unto! It is capable of having the
Divine Image . again Imprinted “on it
with a Luftre.and Glory far_exceeding"the.
utmoft our moft extended -thoughts ‘can
poflibly.comprehend, or réach unto. Jt'is
:capable of Divine Ifumitiation, and efteét-

“nal San&ification- of ‘a partial, but ‘blefléd . §

“and joyful Communiot with God at-prefene,
and a perfe@t’ Fruition of him hereafter.
God forbid, that I'fhould any longer
proftitute, negle&; or make lirtle account
.of that part .of my felf, which is fo Spiritu-
al'in’its Nature, which' the Great, Holy,
“and: Munificent God hath endued wich fuch
Powers, and alieady advanc’d” o fich Dia-

nity. §
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nity ! which may be jmproved, and afcend'
in this World to fuch Honour and Emi-
nency, and is dapable of inheriting fuch
Glorious and incomprehenfible Recompet-
ces in the next World!
fiuch a Sonl, and yet vehemently purfue,
and inordinately prize a few empty Trifles,
fome lying Vanities, what fhall I al-

ledge. to excufe my felf > Muft I notbe |

If I be regardlefs of -

|
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i¢ is; 'yet Iwill endeavour to be asjuft to

" it as poffibly T-can ; I will prefer it above

Selfcondemned 2 Will not all the Ranks 7‘*

and Orders of Beings Condemn me 2

Syftem of Nature

May not the whole

"‘Tremble, be Afhamed, and Blufh at fucha

Profpe&, to- have a view of a Rational

Creature, one that hath {o capaciousa |

Soul, and yet more ftupid and blockifh than |
its moft fullen and dreggy Part ? Lord, let.

‘not fuch Shame be my

What /-fhall-T be voluntarily ¢ruel to, fhall
I hate and fo difhonour thie nobleft: part of
my Self2: Shall 1 willfully caft away' my

Soul, which ifI take a due care of,

and full of Glory.2; No,. L will now awake

and roufe up all my. Powers and Strength,

and tho I cannot- exadily underftand. the.

worth of my Soul, no more than Ican whaiz. i

Portion ! Let me |
never fall into,. nor fink under fuch Guile!

willina. |
lictle time. mount above the Stars, anc_l be
fetrled in-a State inicomprehenfibly Joyous,.

With .
what Confufion muft my Face be covered ? |

all the Obje@s of Senfe, above every thing
that Time diminifhes ! above every thing
that hath either Vexation, or Vanity infcri-
bed uponit! AndIwill do all I can-in a
firm dependance on Divine Grace, that
this Soul of mine may affuredly. arrive at
the full Fruition of all thofe great and blef-
fed things which are laid up in ftore for
truly pious and devout, vertuous and up-
right, fan&ified and religious Souls.

What raifed thoughts fhould I have of a.
Soul; that is not liable to the Shocks and
Violences to which. my Body is every Hour
fubje&! A Soul that-cannot be at all impa-
red by any of thofé rude Affaults, which
may Surprize, and which:may unexpect-
edly and irrefiftibly hurry my. Earthly part
to Duft! Our Souls will . endure for ever,
let all Created Powers do what they canl -
againft them:” They do ot yield, they are
not fubject to'the Alterations which are in-
cident to what is is Mortal. They are Im-
mortal, they cannot Die, but when their
Eloufes of Clay are Diffolved, they pafs and.
enter -into-a 1State: more fuicable to their
Spiritual Nature. - They 'will-retain. theic
Beings, Powers and Properties, after that
the Worms have glutted themfelves with.

our
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our Flefh and Humors, after. that our Bo- |
dies-have paft through all the Changes, to- |

which fuch: Matter is liable. .. ,

I 1 believe my Soul is Immortal, what
4 value muft I fet upon it? We prize any.

thing of worth much the more, ifit will be
of .long. continuance. How fhould I then

efteem a-Soul, which will abide for ever! |

What Reafons can I preduce for my having
beeen o intent upon the acquiring, and fo
induftrious and unwearied. to-obtain things
which cannot Satisfie,. which may foon
Fade, and which muft: certainly Perifh ?
Mifguided, foolifh and infatuated. Wretch!
O how do I now bewail my Folly and m

Wickednefs : who. have. {o-vainly, yea, 1o

impioufly abusd my felf _ifimployed my
Strength, and fquandred away my. precious
time! Away, you gilded, falfe, you mask’d
difguisd: Temprations ! Be goneiyow empty.
lying, creacherous,Pleafures of Senfe ! You
have already cheated.and deceived, me to0
long + Youi have robb'd yabus'd.and. wrong’d

me hitherto! You -can never:repair the -
damage you have done me! 1 now with all .
Solemnity renounce.and caft.you off : Lam .

refolv'd. throughi Grace to:defpifes, ¢ontemn

and  vilifie-yotizall, 1. can, .and. 1o have no

more:to.do:with. you whilft 1-Live | What
relation.can you pretend .to.a Soul,;;which
wil
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will continue, live and a&, through all the §®
long and undeterminable duration of Eter--
nity ! T will not any more allow you the
Service of a Thought! I loath and deteft
?_'ou I'T earneftly defire and_pray, that as
ong asI am on Earth, my Heart may be

filld with an infuperable Indignation a-
gainft you all, and againft every thing thae.
cannot beimproved to the benefit and ad-
vantage of my Immortal Soul!. Should L
be carelefs of my Soul any longer, now
that Life and Immortality are brought. to
light by the Gofpel, which Gofpel I am fa-
voured with for the guiding and direéting
of my Heart and Life, I {hould not onlybe
altogether inexcufable, -but the very Hea-
thens will rife up in Judgment againft me,
to my greater and more terrible Condemn-
ation ! "Tis faid of Pythagoras, that when he
heard of the Immortality of the Soul, He
prefently gave offthat diligent attendanceto
his Body,to which he had addiéted himfelf,
and made it his bufinefs to improve in
Knowledge and Vertue. How much more
thould I value and endeavour by all means
to improve my Soul; who- behold:and di:
ftern  this Truth in a* much clearet Light;
than he'could ? How do 1'Blafh! and with
what ‘Grief and Revenge is' my ‘Heart rent;
becaufe: of the folly and vanity, the wick-
a | ednels .
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ednefs of the paft part of my Life; becaufe

of my unthankfulnefs for the Gofpel; and
carelefnefs of my Soul, to this time, when

I read what a Mabometan King is reported |
to have caufed to be writ on the Gates of

his Pleafure-Houle, wiz. This World will not
continue long s its Pride and Luftre will foon be
gone,  Remember Brother, and apply thy Heart
20 Him, who-only intended this World for our
" Im. Let not thy Life be united po this Bitter
Soweet, for it bath Cheated many ; firft Fefted
with them, and afterwards Slaughtered them.
If thy Soul can but come away from ber Prifon
Pure and Undefiled, and veach vhe Mark, it's

%o great matter avhether thou Dicf on a Throne,

or on & Dung-bill. O how Sottith have I been

| in fetting the Riches, Pleafurcs, Honors and |
Accommodations of this prefent World, at |
fo high a Rate, preferring them before my |
Precious Soul | And fhall T ftill continue to- |
do fo? Let fo tremendous Folly, fuch de-
My own |
exPeriqncedoth now convince me; that the -
more I have admired, the more I have toil- -
ed for thefe things, the emptier I am the. .
more I am. difappointed, the further Iam -
from being fatisfied! Tam fure thefe things
are. vain, yea, and vexatious too /. They .
will fade and Perifh, and are at beft, butof

{perate Madnefs, be far from-me

a fhort duration /. What are thefe, and fuch

brittle decaying, fhort-livd Enjoyments, to- -
S
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a Soul, which will abide and Live for ever /
Were it not for the levity and ficklinefs of
my mind, what thoufands of confiderations
would croud in, to convince and certific
me, that it is my Soul, which of all
other things, is of greateft Worth? And
can there be a more prodigious Folly, a
grofler contradi@ion, than for a Man to be-
lieve, his Soul is Immortal, and of greater
value, than his Imagination: can extend un-
to, and yet be regardlefs of it/ ‘
As to other things which are of value,
‘but which we do not exactly underftand,we
ufually them efteem accordingas they are
‘better skilld in- them, than we are. ~ Will
‘any difcreet and prudent Perfon throw a-
way a ‘Medal, a fewel, or Precious-ftone,
or part with it for a Counter, a piece of
Lead, or any fuch thing, becaufe he doth
not know its juft worth? Or will he not
tathef, eriquire of fome one who under-
fiands fuch things,and then efteem and prize
itiat therate he affures him it is reallyworth?
Now we have no reafon at all to queftion,
but God whoCreated our Souls,and the Lord
Jefus Chrift, who Redeemed and Purcha-
fed them, do very well underflond their
worth. And by whofe determination fhould
we govern our our felves in this Affair, but
by theirs whofe Judgment is moft affu-
redly
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redly Infallible? And if we will acquiefce in
their Judgment in_the Cafe, we muft cer-
tainly efteem our Souls exceeding precious.
For.if our Souls werenot exceeding precious,
the Eternal Facher would not. have, given
his Sen to. purchafe them ; nor would the
‘only Begotten of the Father have laid down
his Life for their Ranfom. ‘Had they judged
our Souls fuch frivolous worthlefs things, as
we generally appear to efteem them,. they
would not have been redeemed at all ; orif
they muft have been Purchafed, it wou'd
have been with a Price of infinicely lefs Va-
lue,than the Blood of him who was the Son
of God. The moft that could have been de-

manded for them, would have been buta |
very moderate fum-of that, with which we !
buy the neceffarics for our Temporal Life. |

For what poor  and erifling things in this
World, do People ordinarily pawn and

venture their Souls 2 But 'God, and Chrift,
‘had other thoughts of-our Souls than we |

have. "Tho we expofe our Souls for nought,

yet. if any one Man could purchafe the

whole World, with the lofs of his Soul, he
would be no Gainer, yea, his lofs would be -
What (hall a Man give in Ex- -

Trreparable. :
change for bas Soul ? Matt. 16. 26, O! the
ineftimable price that was’ paid for thefe

Souls, which we do fo negledt, flight, and
: difregard !
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difregard ! Ye were not redeemed with coryupe-
ible things, as Silver and Gold, but with the
precions Blood of Chrift, as:of @ Lamb without
Blemifh, and without Spots 1 Pet. 1. 18, 19.
When my thoughts concerning. Reafonable
Souls, have mounted as high as ever they
can, and when my efteem of them has fol-
lowed my Thoughts as clofe as poflible,
how far am I from comprehending, and
being throughly affected with their_full
worth ? Alas! what are my moft clevaced
apprehenfions to the incomprehenfible ¢xs
cellency and meric of - that Blood with
which they were bought? Wois me! who
have too long negleéted and been carclefs
of my unaccountably: precious Soul, as if it
had been the only fiivolous, ufelefs thing
in the whole Woild 1 If I do any longer
make but little account of this Soul of mine,
T fhall be unavoidably chargeable with an
affe@ed undervaluing whatis in it felf of un-
conceivable worth,and trampling underfoot
moft ungratefully the precious Blood of the
everlafting Covenant,and offering the moft
infufferable contumely tothe Lordof Glory,
who gave himfelf a Ranfom for my Soul !
Can T fuftain fo great a load? Dare I will-
fully caft away my Soul, to give the great-
ed demonftration of Ingratitude, and.of
fullen Contempt unto Almighty God? Shall

I
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1 be fo peevith, fo malicious, fo revengeful,
as to deftroy my Soul, and fink my feIf un.
der the moft horrid Guilt, becaufe my Sa-
viour’s Love was fo ftupendous and amaz-
ing ! Wretch that L am ! in that L have till
now been fo unmindful of my Soul, which
coft my Fefiss {o dear ! My deareft Fefws,
thy Love doth now conftrain me ! Me-
thinks I hear thy Sobs, thy Groans, the
Prayers and Supplications, which thou didft
offer with firong Crying and Tears! Thy
earneft Expoftulation on the Crofs, when
Dying, to Redeem this Soul My Heart
is pierced now ! 1 muft ! I Grieve'! 1 Mourt!
My Indignation now is kindled! I defpife! I
hate! I loath whatever would defraud thee
of thy Purchafe ! The Beauty,
Pomp and Glory of this World, is now as
nothing unto me ! 1 neither love,nor prize,
nor value any thing but my Soul, and asit’s
ranfomed by thy Blood ! O! what fhall 1

do, that 1 may attain to prize my Soul as

Son of God fo dear!

|

Grandeur, }

!
{

3
t

¢d with the Travail of my Saviour’s Soul, :

and with the horrors of his Agonies and
Death ! Let me ever with becoming Ado-
ration, meditate on, rightly underftand, and

i
1

conftantly retain a 1'1vc}y, affeGionate, pow- |

on my Heart and

erful, conftraining fenie
Spirit
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Spirit, of Chrift’s profoundeft Condefcen-
tion and fuperlative Grace and Kindnefs !
Would Chrift dwell in my Heart by Faith,
and might I be enabled to com prehend wich
all Saints, the breadth and length,and depth
and height of his Love, how fhould I abound
in Admiring, Praifing, Glorifying,  and
giving Thanks unto him! and towhat a
height would this fort” of exercife raife my
eftimation of my Soul, towards which,

- this great, this glorious, this beneficent and

moft gracious Saviour, hath -manifefted a
Love, which pafleth Knowledge. :
Asthe beft and greateft Friend to Man-

kind hath'in fo ftupendous a manner, Te-

ftified his love to, and thereby the real and
extraordinary worth of Souls, fo the moft
envious inveterate and malicious Enemy to

' Human Race, hath mightily fortified thi
Truth, That the Soul of Man i ex'cee‘dinlgs
‘precious, by his indefatigable and unwearied

it deferves! This, this Soul which coft the attempts, to deftroy our Souls, both in ‘the

May I be duly affe&t-

ways of Subtilty, and Violence. We com-
monly acknowledge and bouldly affirm,
the Devil is our great Adverfary, and then
we muft likewife allow and grant, that he
defigns to do us the greatett Mifchief; and
what can that be, but to prejudice and ru-
ine that part of us which is undoubtedly of
greateit value ¢ And can any thing be more

apparent

——— TR R S
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apparent and manifeft, than that all his me-
thods and affaules are levelled againft our
Souls? What a Monfter thall T appear,if I-
make little or no account of - this Soul, for
the ranfoming of which, the eternal Son of
God laid down his moft precious Life ! And
for the ruining of which, the Devil doth:
not {pare any eitheir of his Craft and Arti-
fice, or of his Strength and Induftry ? Would |
the Prince of the Powers of the Air, {o fe-,
duloufly contrive and plot, be 1o very ob-
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word, that makes fo comfortable and charm~’
ing a Sound s this does! OF all the expref-
fions that can be named, this is the’ moft
proper, and the beft accommodated to our
State and Circumiftances, to our Cafe and
Neceflities ! We are in Mifery, our wants
and dangers-are greater than our Lips can
utter ! Who {0 wretched and forlorn as
Sinners and guiley Perfons 2 None ceitain-
ly excepting them whofe Condemnation is
already Seal'd and ratified! May fuch as we

fervant, and conftant upon his Watch,

make fuch diligent Search after, and take

{o much pains as he doth to deftroy our

be Saved ? is-it poffible for us to obtain Sals
vation? May our aggravated Tranigreflions,
the horrible Rebellion we have fo long and

Souls, if they were fuch inconfiderable
‘worthlefs Trifles;.as we feem to reckon
them? e S

. Weare careful of, and do look accurate-
ly after thofe thofe things we really prize,
and of which we make a very greataccount. ;
W And were we truly {enfible of, and duly
- affe@ed with the worth, the excellency,the
~ precioufnefs of our own Souls, O! with what,
ferioufnefs thould we bufie our felves to fe’

{o obftinately perfifted: in againft the’ Holy
God, be Pardoned ! May we yet efcape the
terrible wrath that is coming apace upon
the Wicked and Difobedient ! Is the door
of Mercy ftill open? May we yet be re-
ceived into favour! Mot joyful tidings ¢
moft comfortable and ravithing News! ‘Blef-
‘ be my Rock, Exalted be the God of my
¢Salvation! Praife the Lord, O my Soul !
and let all that is within me, magnifie his

ey

=
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cure their Salvation 2 . .

Secondly, Salvation is an ineftimable Mer-
cy and Privilege. Salvation! What a fweet.
delicious good" word . is this 2 Take all the
Letters in the World, and join them toge:

_ther how you pleafe, you cannot frame 2,
. word,:
\

C AP

* Dominion, blefs him ! Blefs the Lord, O
4

* Holy Name ! Thy loving kindnefs is bet-
¢ter thanLife ! O Lord ! L will praife thee
“as long as I Live! Let all the Angels of
¢ God, which excel in ftrength, blefs him!
 Yea, let all his works in all Places of his

my
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* my .Soul ! Oh that Men would .praife the
¢Lord for his Goodnefsand for his wonder-

¢ ful Worksto the Children of Men! Blefled
¢be the Lord God of Ifrael, from Everla-

¢ fting, to Everlafting, and let all the Peo-
< ple fay, Amen.

¢ juftly. repute our felves the greateft /
that Meffage brought from Heaven
Angel, (A Meflage every way worthy of
fuch a Meffenger ) be the chief fubject of
my Meditations ! And Oh. that I might
nover think of it,, but with a Heart rightly
affeed towards it! powerfully_mﬂucnced_
by it, and mightily enlarged in thankful-
nefs and praife for it! Fear wot, for behold,
I bring you good Tydings of great “foy, which |
fhall be to all People ; for unto you 5 Born this
day in the City of David, 4 Saviour, which is f
Chriff the Lord, Luke 2.10, IT.
This Salvation, is indeed a great and blef- |
{ed word, but how little-do we know of that .
" which it imports ? No created Being can
comprehend, and fully ,under.ﬁand the Mer-
cy, Good, and Privilege it fignifics. A
Bloffing is the lefs by its being fuch, that
any finite Being can reach and know _its full
Dimenfions. Lhis is a Mercy and Bs‘nlﬁi% :

Praife ye the Lord ! This
¢is a faithful faying, and worthy ofall ac- .
¢ceptation, That Chrift Jefus came into the .
¢ World to fave Sinners, of whom we u{?g;
byf an
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which deferves our loudeft Praifes, our moft
{olemn Acknowledgments, and our filent
Admiration. We cannot poflibly raifc our
eftimation to its real Value: 1t is {o great, -
the loftieft Expreflions fall infinitely fhort
of conveying to our Minds an adequate
and exaét conception of it. - How [hall we
then efcape, if we meglect fo grear Salvation ¢
Heb. 2. 3. Our deliverances are incompleat
whilft we arc on Earth; we are encom-
pafled and furrounded here, with fuch va-
riety of dangers, calamities and troubles,
we are no. fooner refcued out of one, but

~ we feel our felves Arrefted by another Dif-,

after, and are in all refpeéts as uneafic ‘and .
diffatisfied till freed from this, as we were
when mourning under the former. = Yea,
many times our very Deliverance proves
but a ftep to a Relaple, which finks us
deeper into the very fame kind of Trouble
and Difquietment we thought we had efca-
ped. Weare Born to Trouble, as the Sparks
fly wpward, When one afli&ing occur-
rence having gorg'd it felf;, as we conceive,
leaves us, we prefently become a Booty to
another, or elfe the former returns wich
greatet eagernefs, and preys on us wich
more ‘unfatiable greedinels and violence,
No {ooner have we one Deliverance, but
we find we do as much need another. We,

D RS
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are not fure but whole Troops of Sorrows
will feize on us, and thefe o thick and clofe -
one after another, they will not afford us

one pleafant Interval. Our Lives are at

beft chequered ; and our Deliverances in
chis World, yield not a fatisfadtion of . any :

long continuance. But bleffed be God, the

Tord Jefus being made perfect, is become the .
Anthor of cternal Salvation, unto all them that
obey bim, Heb. 5. 9. O the bleffednefs of:
them who partake of this Salvation! who
are perfedly fieed from every-thing that:
ean offend and moleft! from the worlt of
Evils, Sin; and the next Temsptations 10 ity
and from all the Sufferings, Pains, Difeafes,
Doubts and Fears, which here extort our
Tears, Complaints, and Moans! God fhall’
wipe away all Tears from their Ejyes, and there -
fhall be mo more Death, neither Sorvow, #Hor

‘Crying, neither [hall there be amy more Pain,:

for the former things are paffed away, Rev. 21,
"4 How happy ar¢ they who arc¢ {afe from,
‘wud out of the reach ot all thofe Torment,
and Curfes, to which Sin doth expofc Peo-.

“ole, and under which others muft cternally.

Coar! who, whilft ochers fry in unquench-
\ble Plames, and mutt be always toft on
e Waves and Surges of thigr-ever burning.
{ ake, endure n0ne of thicic Anguifh, but’

5o Gllad with @ Joy whith no I'ongue can

yelare!

)
DoV
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relate ! O the Honot to which they are ad-
vanced ! the “Glory with which they are
C}'owned.l'the Treafures they enjoy! the
Kingdoms they have received, the Delights
with which they are, and will be everla-
ftingly entertained ! Our Underftandings
and Minds are not capacious and wide e-
nough to comprehend, or conceive the
great and excellent, things that are confer-
red on them ! Eye hath not feen, nor Ear beard,
neither bawe entred into the Hears of Man, the
shings which God hath prepared for them that
lowe bim, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Beloved, now are we
the Sons of Gody and it doth not yet appear what
we fhall be 5 but we know, that when be [hall
appear, we [hall be like bim, for we [hall fee
bim as ée is, 1Joh. 3. 2. In thy prefence is ful-
nefs of Fay, at thy right Hand ave Pleafures for
ever more, PIal. 16, 11. As for me, I will be-
hold thy Face in Righteoufnefs ; I fhall be [atis-
fied when Tawake, with thy Likenefs, Pfal. 14.
15. Becanfe thy loving Kindnefs s better than
Life, my Lips fhall praife thee. Thus will 1
praife thee while 1 Live; I will lift up my
Hands in thy Name. My Soul fhall be (atisfied
as with Marrow and Fatne[s; and my Mouth
Zmﬂg praife theewith joyful Lips, Plal. 63. 3,

» )f ‘ :

,Lftn any thing be fo defirable to me,
aswhen 1 die, to have my precious Soul
2 guarded

<



52 Man’s Great Daty.
Angels, through the airy Regions unto’

Abraban’s Bofom, into the kindeft Embra-

ces of the holy amiable, and.loving Jelus!

And at the general Refurreétion, to have -

my Body raifed Incorruptible and Glorious,
and every way difpofed for, and united to

guarded and conveyed by holy and blefled .

its ha Soul, that they may be joint and
::temglp(}llxarers sn all thofe bleffed Fruitions

infinite Grace
How happy

arrive to be _ ‘
glorious Change will then be wrought on

“1¢! How wonderfully will all the Powers "

and Faculties of my Soul, be advanced, im-~
proved, and enlarged ! How much more

than now they are? O the alteration that

and Love will vouchfafe! :
fhall 1 be if through Grace I,
for ever with Chrift ! Whata |

il ° " Peautiful and capacious will they be made

{hall be made on me, tomy unconceivable .
Advantage ! when T fhall fhine as the Bright-
nefs of the Firmament, as the Stays for Ever and

Ewer, Dan. Iz.F_g., Yeall\;1
Kingdom of my Fatber, Mat. '
thisgfvz'le Ij;ody'yﬂmll be Changed, and fafhzom/l
Jibe unto the Glovious Body of My Savionr, the
Lord Fefus Chrift, according 10 the working,
awbereby " be is able even 10 wbdue all things
umto bimfelfy Phil. 3. 21. What account
{hould I 'make of fuch .
and Lelicity! How fhould 1 prepare, wazé

and,

v

Mo

5 the Sun in the -
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a Privilege, Honor
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and long for this Great, Holy, and Glorious
Change! -

The word of that God, who is faithful
and true, and cannot Lic, affords us evi-
dent and full affurance, that fuch a glorious
and everlaftingly happy State is prepared,
and may be obtained, and it likewife cer-
tifies what manncr of People they muft be
who ‘fthall be admictted to it. The Lord
Jefus the fupream Judge of, and great King
over all, will at the laft Day, fay unto them
on his right Hand, Come ye blefled of my Fa-
ther, Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, from
the Foundation of the World, Matt. 25, 34. He
will render to every Man according 1o bis deeds
to them who by patient continuance in Well-
doing, feck for Glovy and Howor, and  Inior-
tality, Eternal Life, Rom. 2. 6, 4. Henceforth
(faicth St. Paul ) there is laid up for me a
Crown of Righteonfuefs, which the Lord, the
Righteons Fudge (hall give me at that day; and
not to me only, but unro all them alfo who love
bis appearing, 2 'Tim. 4. 6. Bleffed be the God~
and Father of our Lovd Ffefus Chrift, owbich ac-
cording 10 his abundans Moercy hath begotten us
again unto a lively hope, by the Refurrection of
fefus Chriff from the Dead, to an Inberitance
Incorruptible and Undefiled, and thar fadeth nor
away, referv(d in Heaven for you, who are
kept by the power of God, through Faith unto

D 3 Salvation,
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Salwation , ready to be Revealed in the lnf
Time, 1 Pet. 1.3, 4, §. '

This Salvation comprehends all that is’
Great, all that is Honorable, all thatis tru--
ly Delighting, Good and Defirable. O
that we may all duly {trive, labour, defire.
and long to be prepared for, and brought .
to the acual pofleflion of it! What fhould
we wifh for on our own behalves, if we’
have any love for our felves, but that God-
himfelf, the only fatisfying good, would be;
our Portion! That we may have free, Inti;
mate, full and everlafting " Communion in;

the bLigheft Heavens, with the Father, Som,..

and Holy Spirit, with glorious Angels and all:
the Saints avove! That owe may come to the
City of the living God, the Heawenly Jerufa-
lem, and to an innumerable company of Angels,
to the gemeral Affembly and Church of the
firft Born, awbich are written in Heaven, and
10 God the Fudge of ally and to the Spirits of
juft Men made perfect, and to Fefus the Meds
ator of the new Covenant, and to the Bloodof
ﬁ;rinkhng that [peaketh better things than that
of -Abel, Heb. 12.22, &c. Can we defire
and pant after any thing comparable to,
our beholding our Saviour’s Glery, and be-
ing for ever with him in his Kingdom,
where he Reignsin Glory 2 4

WCKC;_
i
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Were we thronghly perfwaded of, and
did we in any meafurc eftecun chis Salva-
tion as we ought, (for indeed we cannot
prize it as it deferves) what an nappy
Change fhould we prefenely perceive in our
felves! What a mighty power and cficacy
hould we feel it have on our Souls! Whar
a1 fweet and confiraining influence fhould
we find it fhed abroad in our IHearts and
Lives! How firangely wonld it abate and
take off our love and affeéion to this Worlc!
Its Pomps! its Pleafires! its Vanidies: How
much would it raife us above the "Flateeries

which have hitherto Deluded us! . How " B

would it make us defpife -and contemn the
painted Glories, and empty Enjoyments,
which we have fo unweariedly purfued,
and {0 paffionately courted! How indiffer-
ent fhould we be to Larchly things, and
how little impreflion would any Worldly

Allurements make on us, if we did fteadily

Jook, wot at the things which are feen, but ai
the things which are not [eeny 2 Cor. 4o 15,
And did we affectionately confider, that
the -things which are [cen are Temporal, but
the things which are not [een, are Eternal:
How would this engage us to, animate us
in, and with what fuccefs and vigor would
it carry us through all our Duties! Would
not our Converfation be in Heaven, did we

D 4 feri-




Terioufly look for our Saviour, the Lord
jefus Chrift from thence, to call and take

us along with him thicher? 1 prefs toward the

the Mark for the Price of the bigh Calling of
God in Chrift Jelus, if by any means 1 might
attain unto the Refusrrection of the Dead.  What',
fupport would this yield us? With what
patience would this poffefs our Souls? Yea, .
with what joy would this fill us in the ;
greatelt Tribulations, Diftrefivs and Perfe- -
citions, we can poflibly have cccafion to
* eacounter in our paflage toward i We glory
in the Tribulations alfo, Rom. §. 3. For which |
canfe we faint noty but tho our ewsward Man |
perifly, the inward Man is .7'6718.’)2)061 day by day; .
for owy lighe.. affliction, which is but for a Mo~
wens, sverketh for us a far move exceeding and .
eternal weighs of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. 16, 17. I
veckon that the Sufferings of this prefens times
are nok worthy to be compared wirh the Glory -
which fhall be vevealed in us, Rom. 8, 18, We |
read of thofe (Heb. 10. 24) who took foj-,
fully the [poiling of their Goods, knowing in them: .
Jelves, that they had in Heaven a better, -
and on enduring Subffance. Yea, how wqu:ldl
this reconcile us to leave the Worl‘d quice !
make us earneftly defire to Die, and that
the time may halten apace, when we may
acually give up the ‘Ghoft, and refign BP
our Spirits to Chrift! Hawing a defire t(; ﬂret-
. | ,

~‘J”t’~ “
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part, and to be with Chrift, which is fur e
zery Phil 1, 23.

Who can conceive the thoufandth, wves,
the leaft part of the Happinefs of the Spi-
rits of Juft Men made Perfeét! With what
knowledge, admiration and love, fhall we
be filled, when we ave fetled yonder, in thofc
bright and fhining Thromes ! when we arc
joined to the  Heavenly Choir, and bear our
part in the eternal Halelujahs ! and fhall be
afcribing Honory, Glory and Praife to him
that ficteth on Throne,and to the Lamb for
ever and ever! With what raptures of Love,
Praife and Joy, fhall we be everlaftingly
entertained, when we become Denizens of
that ‘glorious City,. of which the Lord God
Almighey and the Iamb is the Temple !
where we fhall fee his Face, and have hjs
Name in our Fore-hdads ! where there fhail
be no Night ! where we fhall need no Can.
dle, neither light of the Sun, for the Lord
God will give us Light; and we fhall
for ever and éver,

How incomprehenfibly great and good
are the things which God hath in ftore for
them whe heartily love and fincerely ferve
him ! feeing God™ will be pleaed to admit
fuch frail imperfe@@ Mortals as we are, . to
the full fruition-of himfelf and his Chrifl ;
furely there is nothing can deferve to be

5 ‘eftcemed

reign
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}
¢itecmed and called Bleflednefs, but only this. -
How can I prize and value,how can 1 affed, |
ftrive and long for any thing but this Sal- |
vation alone! How am. I tranfported wich |
admiration and wonder ! yet thefe' do fail |
me ! they flag, they cannot mount high |
enough by thoufands of Degrees! Salvation
is {o tranfcendent ! O let- my Love increafe, !
grow ripe, afcend ftill higher and higher !
How would the Damned value this Salva-
vion, might they have but the leaft hopes. of |
ever being admitted to it? What efteem |
have - the "Saints above for it?- Yea, how {
Jo fincere Believers here. prize. it, efpecially |
when. they have a lively vigorous fenfe of
it 2 St. Paul was pofitive, that to Die would |
be his Gain, Phil 1. 21. Others were tortured, 5
not accepring, deliverance, that they might ob- |
tain a better Refurretion, Heb. 11, 35.

O my ftupid - fenfelefs, Soul /. what ails ;
thee, that thou ftill lieft grovelling. here!
that thy mation.is fo.flow! Q! for the.
ftrongeft and moft feraphick flights of Love.!’
for the Extafies of Paffion now.! What, art"
thou bereaved of all thy Powers! Haft thou |
loft thy Nature.?. Art thou Metamorphos'd
and chang’d into a: lifelefs lump,of Matter 2 |
Rouze and awake!. exertr and put_forth-all |
thy Strength!. Tho hitherto thou haft been’
déceived. by Qbjeds much oo listle and

v g

unfatiss|

|
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unfatisfying, here’s that.which calls for al
thy Love, thy Zeal, thy Life! Here is Sal-
vation, which much. exceeds -thy  moft ex-
tended thoughts, and reach! Here’s that

- which none could ever efteem according to

the fulnefs of its worth; the moft glittering
fplendid, worldly Triumphs, are at. beft
but poor, deceitful, treacheious and - infipiil
Vanities! all the Grandeur, Pomp;and :
Glories here, do- foon decay and wither s
do quickly dwindle into nothing! but this
Salvation is truly great and Glorious; it is -
{ubftantial, durableand fadisfying. - -
- Moft holy, .triie and blefled Fefus 1::thau

haft-‘exprefly .told ‘us; .that in thy Fachews .
Houfe there: are: many Manfions; $fob. 14.

-2. 3. 'I'hat thou art gone to prepare a plage

for thy faithful People! And that thou wiir
come again and receive them unto thy Selt!
that where thon art,there theyimay be al{o !
‘Thou Prayedft for. them:with mott tender
and earnoft Affe@ion, whene thou: waft

“here! Anditis thy will.and: pleafure; thas.

thy - Saines and Servants, thofe. whom ¢he
Hather hath given thee, fhall be with thee,
where thou art, that they: may behold chy

Glory, Mast. 17: 24, “Thou doft not, enjoin
them any. thing. in order to theiv being Sa-

ved, bur:what thon wilt cnable . chem by
thy Spirit to. perform!. Nar any. thing but

whae
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what thou can’lt make pleafing and delight-
ful :to them, by the abundance .of thy
Grace! O:Lord, I here ablolutely refign my
felf to be guided by thy Counfel; after-
terwards receive me to Glory ! Whom have
Iin Heavenbut thee 2 There is none upon
Earth I can defire befides thee ! Be thou the
{trength “and the joy of my Heart, and my
portion for ever! There is not any thing
comparable to thy Salvation! Lord, take
tfrony me what thou wilt! make me Poor and
- necdy! let me be Scorned and Defpifed!
let my Body be Sick, and every part and
Joynt of it, Sore and in Pain'! let me be af-
flidted and Perfecuted! yea, do with me
what thou wilt, 10 that thou wilt grant
that Grace and Peace may be multiplied to
me at prefent, through the knowledge of
thy felf; {o that thou wilt be pleafed, that
[ may at laft obtain the end of my Faith
and Hope, the Salvation of my Soul !
Thirdly, No Perfon can with reafon ex-
pe&, or hope his Soul fhail be Saved, who
is not refolvedly diligent in that courfe God :

hath ordained and prefcribed him for this

purpofe.. That cuftomary, flight, and. for-

“mal courfe, with which too many content ;

chemiclves, will not fufficé to fecure their |
Salvation, The beft have too much rea-:
ton to complain of themiclyes, becaunfe they. |

are.
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are {o fupine, remifs and carelefs, about a
bufinefs of fo great importance in it _felf;
and unto which, the Holy and moft Righ-

teous God requires all fhould give a diligent

Attendance. ~ Thisis the one Thing neceffary,
which muft be minded with the greatelt
ferioufnefs, whatever is Neglected. All o-
ther Affairs and Bufinefles, muft give place
to this, if at any time they happen to inter-
fere. with it. . A few accidental thoughts of;
fome flitting unconftant defires after Sal-
vation; a cuftomary obfervation of fome
of the outward parts of Devotion; an
over-vehement heat for particular. Modes
of Worfhip, {peculative Opinions, and
doubtful Pra&ices, will not avail any Man
unto Salvation, but will render his Cafe
much more dangerous, if the main bent
of his. Heart and Affeéions, is after his Co-
vetoufnefs, his worldly. and . flefhly Lufts,
if his Life is blemifhed and polluted with
pracbices diametrically oppofite to the pow:

er, eflence and defign of all crue Religion.
If we will fecure the Salvation of our-
Souls, we muft have, and cherith a com-
pofednefs, and ferioufhefs of Spirit, in fome -
meafure {hitable to the Nature, Excellency,
and Weightinefs of that we propound to
our felves. We mutft attend to, and induftri-
oully profécute that courfe of Life and
Pradtice,.
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Prad@tice , which hath {ome affinity with,
and bears {ome proportion to what ‘we aim
at, \We muft be refolvedly diligent.in-the
ufe of thofe Means God hath inftituted - for
the furthering of us in it, And if were.
fufe to walk in his way, and follow the
method he hath direéted us to, our Hope
will certainly fail us, and we fhall be. utterly
without Excufe. :
Salvation is not:to be attained {o eafily. as
multicudes dream it is, and as too many

are enclined to flatter People itis, All would |
be Saved, and the greateft parc would fain !
be faved in- a way wvery- little: inconvenient, |
-and contradi@ery to their {fenual Lufts and

Interefts, and then do too readily perfwade |
‘themfelves they may.be Saved. in fucha

way as is agreeable enough to: their own
extravagant. Humours; in fuch 4 way-as

-they would like beft, and would.pitch upon,
if they were to appoint the way themfelves.
Ttis a great unhappinefs, that the Chriftian
World' hath been {o long  troubted with a |
fort of Perfons, who pretending. they have '
a-right to inftruct others in the way to Hea-
- -ven and Salvation, thave . contributed. very
. much both.by their Difcourfes .and Pra&i-
-@es,: to reconcile the :profeflion of Chrifti-
anity to Men’s Ungodly: Lufts, rather than
“to.reconcile them. they. have pretended. lt()
take .
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take care of, unto the truth and practice of
that Religion they profefled, whofe way
to Salvation feems. every jot as broad as that
our Bleflfed Saviour cautioned People a-
gainft, affuring them, it would lead unto
Deftruétion: Such Perfons may juftly be
reputed Faéfors for the Prince of Darknefs,
rather than AmbafJadors and Minfters of that
Sacred and Divine Perfon, who came #o
deftroy the works of the Dewil, and to {ave his
People from. their Sins. Great Refolution
and vigorous conftant Diligence muft bc
ufed by us, in order to Salvation, let Flat-
tering Soul-deftroyers fay what- they pleafe
to the contrary. . . . o
If we will be Saved. and enter into Life,
we muft keep God’'s Commandments ;
we muft mortific our Lufts, be. crucified to
the World, and have .the. World crucified
to us ; we muft deny our felves, and walk
in a way contrary to -thofe. of . this. World,
who do lye.in Wickednefs; and are. go-
verned by. that Spirit, which ruleth .in.the
Children' of ‘Difobedience. . We muft ex-
pect to meet with Difficulties and Oppofi-
tions, and muft. refolvedly through Divine
afliftance,: encounter-and vanquith them all.
We muft have ‘Grace; and aétit ftrenuoufly
and with great ferionfnefs and conftancy,
ufe appointed Means for the ftrengthning,
encrealing and confirming of our Graces &
and..
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and perfeveringly ftrive to improve and

grow more and more in Knowledge, Faith,

Hope, Ldve, and in all the parts of a

truly Godly and Religious Life. '
He who is the Author of eternal Salva-

tion, the only Saviour of Sinners, - did not !
3 y b

acquaint them he loved moft, with any
other way to Salvation, but Repenting
throughly of Sin, believing in Him, obeying

his Laws, and following his ‘Example. He |

did not give any Indulgence to Peoples

Lufts, nor did he countenance their Sloth, !

He peremptorily required them to frive
to enter in at the ftrait Gare, Luke, 13. 24,

He is pofitive, that except your Righteoufinefs |
exceed the Righteonfne(s of the Scribes” and Pha- |
r;'/ées, you (hall in no wife enter into the King-

om of God, Matt. §. 20. He faith, T4e King-
dom of Heaven [uffereth Violence, and the Vio-
lent take it by force, Matt. 11. 12. Yea, he
warns us againft'cheating our felves wich
falfe and groundlefs eafy hopes; and. af
fures us with great earneftnefs and much

folemnity, that we will find our felves mi- |
ftaken and deceived, if we think to infift !

upon any {pecious pretences at the laft day,
and will therefore content our felves with
what falls fhort of doing the Will of his
Father which is is in Heaven. Not every one
that [aith wnta mey Lovd, Lord, (hall I enter ine
to:
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t0 the Kingdom of Heawen, bus he thar doth the
will of my Father which, is in Heaven. Many
will fay to me in that day, Lord, Lovd, .bafve
we not Prophefied in 1hy Name?' And in thy
Name have caft out Devils 2 And in thy Name
done many wonderful Works2  And then will I
profefs unto them, I never knew you; depart from
me ye thas work Iniquity, Matt. 7.21,22,23,
Iis Apoftles afterwards certified the Peo-
ple, they mult give diligence, to make their
Calling and. Election fure, of they would be (ure.
not to mifearry and fasl, 2 Pet. 1. 10, And
that he is the Author of eternal Salvation; on-
ly unto thofe who do “obey him, Heb. 5. o,
With what thadow of Reafon can you pre?
tend to hope for Salvation, if you will not
credic him and his Apoftles, but continue
regardlefs of what they have fo vehemently
affirmed indifpenfibly neceffary to your be-
ing made mees to be partakers of the uberi-
tances of the Saints in Light ? Is it not moft
evident and plain,. that the precious Pro-
miles pertain only - unto them who ap-
prove themiclves refolvedly diligent in e-
Ichewing what is Evil, and i perfelting
of Holine[s in the fear of God, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Is
not this undoubtedly the great- purport, the
main defign, and the principal bufinefs-of
the whole Gofpel, wiz.. To inftrud, dired,
oblige and aflift s to deny il Ungodlinefs

and

T
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" andworldly Lufts,and to live Godly, Right éoﬂ/lf,[%

and Svberly in this prefent World, that we may

be difpofed for everlafting Salvation in the.

next World, 7. 2. 11, 12.+ Was not this

the courfe the Saints of Old took to make !
their Salvation fure ? Was it not from their |
having confciencioufly followed this Me- |
thod, that they fetched their Evidences, to ;
grove they had a right to hope and look for |

avation ¢ Was it not from- this that they
derived Comfort in their greateft Diftrefles, |

and looked with fatisfaction and joy to

hereafter, beyond time and days? This is |
our rejoicing, the Tefimony of our Confci- |
ences, that in Simplicity and Godly Sincerity, we |
‘have had owr Converfation in the World, &¢.

2 Cor. 1, 12. I hawe faught, (faid Sr. Paul ) |

« good Fight, I hae finifhed my Courfe, Ihave
kept the Faith . Henceforth there is laid up for
me a Crown of Righteoufnefs, which the Lord,the
Righteous Fudge will give wunto me at that
day, &c. 2 Tim. 4. 7y 8. Ought we not
now to be followers of them, who through
Faith and Patience, are Inheritors of the
faichful Promifes? Can any Man now pre-
tend with any fhew of Readon, to expect
Salvation, fo long as he continues Vicious
and Immoral, Supercilious and Carelefs,
Negligent and Slothful ? Do you quit your
felves like good Chriftians, whilft: youfpr&

ume

T T T e e Y
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fume on Salvation, in a way which is not
confiftent with God’s Commands ? Whilft
you depend on what the Lord Jefus hath
affured you, will certainly fail you: Whilft
you have not one promife in all your Bible
to countenance and fupport your Hope :
Whilft the whole Do&rin of Salvation, the
entirc Gofpel of Chrift is againft you :
Whilft you keep and continue in a way |
direétly contrary to that, in which dll thofe |
did walk ‘who' are already got to Ilea-
ven? |

Fourthly, Hlow juftly may they be Expo-
ftulated with, and what keen Reproof do
they deferve who have been all* their time
regardlefs: of the Salvation of their Souls? -
Indeed we are all fanlty.; we have been
very defedtive and wanting ; we have not
done whatwemight,to further and make our
own Salvation fure. What reafon have we
all to be deeply Humbled, to {mite upon
our Breafts, and cry -out againft our felves 2
Ah ! miferable and ill-deferving Wretches !
we are horribly guilty ! God be Merciful
unto us, who have been fo carelefs of our
own Salvation ! How have we cumbered -
our felves, been careful and troubled about
many needlefs: and “unprofitable Matters,
and lefe the ome thing. neceffary unheeded 2
Flow thoughtful and follicicous have we
been
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been about our Food and Apparel ! What
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we fhould Eac and Drink, and wherewith
we fhould be Cloathed »* With what eager,
vehement defires and affe@ions have we
purfied the little - Interefts of this prefent
World 2 With what unwearied pains have
we laboured ‘for very Vanidies! Andhow
have we all this while fhamefully forgotten
the holy God! flighted the moft com-

paflionate and loving Jefus! not looked af- |

ter, nof fought for the Kingdom of Hea-

ven, and that Righteoufnefs which prepares §
for, and leads us to it, with any tolerable ¢

Diligenge. and Concernednefs ! How have
we negleétea our eternal Salvation! We
have not had a duercgard to the fafety
and: wellfare of our precious and Im-
mortal Souls! the duties \
offices of Religion, have cither been wholly
omitted by us, orelfe we have performed
them in a very fuperficial, cold and heart-
lefs manner ! Who amongit us all can vin.

dicate and clear himfelf from this Charge, |

before that God who oblerves all our ways,
knows our Hearts and tries our Reins? Or,
what can we alledge and plead in our own
Excufe, if we have been by our own Con-

able, and very fit. we fhould all firive to
acquire a true fenfe of our own Guilt, and
accufe

of Piety and |

R
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~ feffion thus Guilty 2 Isit not highly reifon-
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accufe ahd condemn our felves? Cry im-
portunately for Pardon and Mercy, imme-
diately refolve, and in a dependance on
Divine afiftance, prefently fet upon a faich-
ful and moft vigorous Amendment? Sure
it will become us to apply our felves {peedi-
ly, To owork ont our Salation with fear and
trembling, and' to give all diligence to make
our Calling” and’ Election fure.

And if thofée who have made the greateft
proficiency in Religion, have fo much oc-
cafion to upbraid themfelves, and to ac-
knowledge that they deferve to have their
Faces covered with Shame' and Confufion ;
If fuch be fearcely faved, then what may
be faid of others?” Where fhall the Wicked
and Ungodly, the openly Vicious and Pro-
phane, the Unrighteous and Unmerciful,
the Luxurious and the Covetous, the Form-
alift and:the Hypocrite'appear? . -

All People:are bufie and imuéh concern-
cd for fomething or other. : We are con-
cerned much for our Bodies, for our Tems.
poral Lite, Health, and Happinefs, for our
Eafe, our ' Pleafure, our Profits; for our
Houfes, Lands, Cattle, Wares, Merchan-
dize, évc. But how few are concerned half
fo 'much for their' Souls “and their Sal-
vation, as they are-for thofe momentary,
tranfient, and uncertain  things? Yet

cvery
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every Man ought to be more concerned
for the Salvation of his Soul, than for all
other things,  Sirs, refle& upon your felves,
and with good deliberation confider your
State, and in what manner you have hi-
thereo behaved your felves, and what is
your Difpofition and Carriage? Do you.
not indulge your felves in your Lufts and
vicious Courfes, tho you have been often
admonithed and warned, and advifed to
the contrary ? Are you not induftrious and
diligent in providing for, and fulfilling the
Lufts of the Flefh? Do you not conform
your felves to the (inful fathions and cuftoms
of this cvil World 2 Do you not live and
perfift in thofe pra&ices you are convinced
in your Coniciences, are difallowed and
condemned by him who will be your Judge,
and which you have at leaft pretended {o-
lemnly to Renounce? Are you not Ene-

linefs 2 Do you not make it appear by your
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mies in your minds to the powey. of God-

praétices, that you arc not willing to be re-
conciled to a ferious, gracious and heavenly
courfeof Life? How can you pretend youare
concerned for your Salvation, whillt you
obftinately refufe to walkin the only Way
which leads unto it:2 Do you not make
light of Chrift2 Are you not contentedly
ignorant of the great Truths relating to his:
‘ 1"::1‘(‘011,5t

v

|
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Perfon, his Natures and-his -Offices, or at
leaft. of the pra&ical Improvement you
fhould make of them? Do you not fturdi-
ly reje@ his gracions Invitations, contemn
his Authority, and refufe to follow™ his Ex-
amplé 2 Does not the World and your Plea-
fiwey'carry away your Affe@tions and Hearts
from him? Do you not undervalue the Or-
dinances inftituted in the Gofpel, and make
little or no account of the means of Grace?
A.e younot altogether Heartlefs and Form-
al in, and carelefs in being made better by
the ufe of them? Do you not ordinarily
allow any thing to excufe you from .at-
tending on God- in them, tho God. hath
writ to you the great things of his Law, Hof;
8.12, Do you not account them asa
ftrange thing 2 Are you not altogether un-
concerned for the due and ferious per-
formance of the private duties of Religion 2
Do you not pafs aver Days and Weeks,
without examining your Hearts, and en-
quiring into your Prad&ices and the State
and condition of your Souls, without read-
ing the word of God, {o as to inform your
felves thereby in his Mind, and quicken
you to your Duties, without praying wich
fuch a compofednefs of Spirit and affc@i-
onatenefs of Soul, as the nature of that Du-
ty and your own Cafes call for 2 Do you

at

o
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at all delight in- ferious religious {piricual
Difcourfe 2 Or, do you make any enquiries -
for your found Inftru&ion and fafe gui
dance in the way to Bleflednefs, and for
your affiftance towards Salvation? May '
you not eafily convince your felves from'
thefe and the like Inftances that you do not!
heartily concern your felves for, but are in.:
deed regardlefs of the Salvation of your
?ouls? And, will you obftinately continue
0?2 . :
O! how extreamly dangerous is your E-|
ftate ! How juftly are you to be repiroved,;
feeing you have pafs’d over fo much of your
time in a negleé of that' which fhould have
beenmoft deeply Imprinced on your Hearts,
and fhould have bad the moft powerful in-

fluence on your whole Pra&ices Your

uile is exceeding great, and you are ab-

?blutely -without Excufe. You a& againft
all the principles of Reafon, and ditates
of common Prudence. You run counter
to your own Profeflion, You tear in pie-
ces your moft folemn and {acred Vows
You caft contempt upon God himfclf, and;
affront, {corn, and teftifie your fpitefulnefs.
againft the very Commiferation and Love,
the Bowéls and Blood of his only Begotten:
Son. Inftead of reaping advantage from,
the Death of Chrift, you do your utmoft
to

|

.
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to Crucific him afreth.  You do what you
are able to put him to open Shame. You
manifeftly judge and declare your felves
unworthy of Eternal Life. You deftro

your own Hopes, and render the Patience
and Mercy of God (other Peoples princi-
pal Support and Comfort on all occafions )
unconceivably Terrible and Frighttul to
your {elves:  You forfeit what you purfue,
and you turn your prefent Pofleflions, into
real Curfes: And when you Perifh ever-
laftingly, you will have and inherit your
own Choice. You muft expeét your Con-
demnation will be much more aggravated
than other Peoples. How little a while
can you enjoy the Riches, Pleafures and
Vanities, you prefer above your Souls, and
their Salvation ? And whether do you think
you can fly for help and comfore, when

God and Chrift fhall abandon you to the

infuperable lathes and accufations of vour
own guilty ConfCiences 2 And to the never
fading, but incomprehenfible Torments of
a Damned Scate,

You profefs you belicve there s fuch a
blefled and glorious Tiftate to be obtained
as thatis which the word of God dotls ;riw;
an account of : But you do net heartily be-
lieve what you would have the World he-
ligve you do. For were you really and

B fully

e
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fully perfwaded of che truth, certainty and
excellency of what God hath promifed to
the Faichful and Obedient, you would con-
cern your felves in good earnelt, to get an
intereft in, and right unto the fame. If .
you had a ftrong and firm perfwafion of
thofe things you would be throughly per-
{waded, that the way God hath prefcribed, is
not only {fuitable, but abfolutely neceffary.
You would be rcconciled to tollow that .
courfec of Life, he hath ordained for them -
to walk in, who fhall inherit them. Pecople
do conftantly a& according to the predo-
minancy of their Perfwafion and Belief,’
Lord ! What Multitudes who profefs the
Chriftian Faith, are mined by a fecret,

- but predominant Unbelief! It is an evil

Heart of Unbelief, that makes to depart
from the living God, Heb. 3. 12. |
You hehave your felves in this Matter as
il vou were quite void of Reafon.  You are -
thoughtful enough in all other cales, pre-
tend to be prudent, will think and confi-
der, ponder and proje¢t how to manage
vour lietle Halfpenny Affairs to your ut-’
moft Advantage, and would not by any.
means give People occafion to {ofpect you
inconfiderate and weak, filly and indifcreet
i ordeiing your Worldly Bufincls,  Butas’
¢o what concerns your Soulsand Bternity 5,

you.
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you live at random, as if thefe things were
of no moment to you. Whereas, il you
did but deliberately weigh your Actions i
the Ballance of the Santluary, confider what
you have done, and what you are about to
do, and whether your Practices are con-
fiftent with, or have any relation to Salva-
tion, it would be next to impofiible that
you fhould continue {o unmindful of, and
perfift in a courfe of Practice {o plainly con-
tradiory and fatal to your higheft Inter-
clts. Did you ferioufly confider on your
ways, you would foon perceive invincible
Reafons why you thould prefently alter your
courfe, and betake your {elves to a faithful
and diligent obferving of the Divine Tefti-
monies, Pfal 119. §9. An irrcparable mif-
carriage, admits of no Excule ; yea, is hor-
ribly aggravated, when it appears to be the
pure effeét of voluntary Inconfideration.
How exceedingly will it encreafc a and
heighten the torments of Damnation, when
a Man fhall be neceflitated to accule hini-
felf, that he never confidered what he did,
nor would not think what he was to do,

that he might be Saved 2
What a groundlefs Confidence and de-
{perate Prefumption do you pleafe your
felves with, if you provide your felves other
claims to Salvation, than God will approve
L2 of?
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of? TTow come you to have rcafon to think *  Oracles: O! the fenfelels delufions wich
. ¥ e . Ayt

you have cnough to plead for your ad- +  which Mulditudes willingly fuffer them-

miflion into the Kingdom of God, becaufe ! {clves to be cheated! and this in a Bufinefs

you cnjoy outward Privileges, and partake = of the greateft Conftquence imaginable !

of Gofpel Ordinances, whillt you caft off = With what eafe and readinefs do men of ill
all care, that thefe may have their proper , Lives reconcile. themiclves to confident

effe@ts on your Hearts and Lives, fee-  hopes of Salvation, perlwading themfclves,,
ing our Saviour, Lord and ]udge hath ex- . that by a few new-devifed ways of Corpo-
prefly faid, Many will fay to_me that day, - ral Mortifications, and empty Abftinencies,
Lord, Lord, have we #ot Prophefied in thy ~ fome ritual Obfervances, or ac moft a pe-

Nawe ? And in thy Name have caft ous, Devils? . cuniary Indulgence, they fhall make a very
And in thy Name done many wonderful Works? . good Comutation for all their Immoraliics,
And then T will profefs unto them, [ never knew | ) and.pu'rclmfe an cafic Pafsport unto Glorys -
you 5 depart from me ye thay_work Iniquity, > Sx‘rs . What reafon can you alledge for,
Mat. 7. 22, 23. Can a grofler Dotage be + your entertaining and hardning your,
imagined, than for People to live prefump- felves in your vicious Courts with Diaboli-
tuoufly in evil Courfes, and yet buoy up : Qa_l fuggeihons?Whde vou fuffer your felves,
themiclves with confident hopes of making : 10 be fq tamely impofed on, by your grand.
amends for their tranigrefling of God’s Adverfary the Devil? He docs all he can
Laws, and of providing themielves a fafe ~ tO lead his Captives on {moothly, and with- |
paffage to Heaven, when they can tarry - Out any {ufpicion, to' that remedilefs Perdi-
no longer upon Earth, by ways of their “?}:}, where he defigrs they  thould be cver-
own, or other Peoples dev.lﬁng? This was - fal ingly Lodged: .thn you pleale your,
an Timpofture which prevailed a‘mongﬁ' the lC i/_es that‘fﬁ.ch {erionfnefs of Spirit, fuch
Pharifees of Ol it docs obtain .am'ongﬁ . ho ;nefs.of Llfe,'ﬁ}ch circumfpedt Walking
¢he Superfticions in thefe days; 1t 1s the - gstle faithful Minifters of the Gofpel infift.
principal Fancy ,which fiippores the rude,im- ¢ 9y and commend to People, isnot neceft
moderate and unrealonable Heat, _P.GOPk‘-i é}l‘y to your being Saved: Is it not the De-
manifeft for thofe matters, of which we- vil Wh(: doth furnifh you with thefe Infinu-
read not one Syllable in any of the Divine ! atons 2 When you plead the Goodnefs and.
O,rades.{ _ .‘ E 3 Mercy

S M oo
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Mercy of God in exprefs contradi&tion to
the whole tenor of his Word. Whence doth
this illufion arife but from your Minds be-
ing darkned with the Vapours and Steams
which afcend from the Bottomlefs Pit?

Why will you fo affront God, and abufe

his moft Divine Excellencies, to difguife
the infernal Treachery of the Father of Lies,

and great deftroyer of Souls? Who but -

your moft mifchievous Enemy can prompt

you thus to pervert the Declarations of -

God’s Goodnefs, to defeat the main intend-

ment of the riches of his Grace 2 Can you :
can you Meditater

exercife your Reafon,
and think in any degree, and yet believe
you fhall be able to _vindicate your tenaci-
ous adhering to a Notion which Cancels
all the Authority of God’s Commands, de-
velts him of his Truth and Faithfulnefs, and
transforms his whole
plain piece of Falfhod and Impofture?

How wretchedly does Satan infatuate

'
i

Revelation into a

and befool you, when he perfwades you '

to put off your concerning your
the Salvation of your Souls, to 4 more con-

felves for -

wenient Seafon? And prevails with you to

fifle, efface and vanquith your prefent Conr
vicions, by pretending you may do
& better Grace hereafter;and that a riper and

ic with |

more mature Age, will be much mor¢ pro-:

per
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per for, and agreecable to {o Auftere and
Grave a Bufinefi? Whom do you gratifie
in negle@ing to mind your Salvatien, but

your worlt and moft mifchicvous Ene)my 2
And will you humor him, when you can-
not doit any other way, than by runnin
the moft Difmal Risk, and rendring you%
Salvation at leaft next to Impoffible? Can
any time be {o convenient for this Work, -
as the prefent, feeing the prefent is the only
Seafon you can call your own ? Seeing yo?:
are not fure of more time- to mind itin 2
Secing the prefent Seafon is the only time, >
whercin you can truly hope to attend ic
with good Succefs 2 Are you fo deftitute of
Reafon and good Senfe, ‘as not to perceive
that if you allow Satan to have fuch an a--
{cendent over you, as to wheedle 'o(u at

this ratey he will drill you on fo lon?’r ‘
will have no time at [aft to concern " 2])?111
felves for the Salvation of your ‘30ul3 .
any purpofe ? S 1o
Pusrgg)fév.gh{%gti(: zgu mecju}‘? What is your
you il non pac yfgmc olved on? Sure
Jon vl lay, you ully determin to de-
-wiclzl t zgidc p! chous Souls you are entrufted
> and “make an Experimerit, how
Itlglllllc:in}oot.nﬁat]uﬁng Divine Paciencé, con-
R bo]Fn énte, Mercy, and defpifing the
- oI God’s Grace, will add to the

By Horror |
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Horror and Anguifh of the Damned. Oh!
.that you would {ferioufly confider of Mat-
ters, and flew your [tlves Men, yea, fhew
your felves what according to your
Profeflion you thould be, Chriftians, before
the door of Hope be quite thue 5 whilft there
remains a poflibility of efcaping that Ven-
gearce, and_fiery Indignation, which [hall de-
“vour the Adwerfaries! Do you think you are
able to contend with the Almighty ! Ave
you equal Matches for that God, who isa
Cenfiming Fire 2Can you with cglm and ie; _.
rene Minds, dwell with Everlafting Burnings? -
Aslas ! how foon may God begin to write .
againft you Ritrer things ¢ How foon can he .
tlirow ~your Coniciences into Comvslfions,
and wound your Souls, by caufing the In- |
venomizd Daits of his Fury to ftick faft in
themn? In whata cafe will you be, When
the Lord fefus [hall be revealed from Heaven
with bis mighty Angels, in flaming Fire, m/cm% :
vengeance on them who know ot God, and
thar obey not the Gofpel: of our Lor:l. Fefns C/m/}., |
who hail be punifhed with everlafting Deftructi .

or, from the Prejénce of the Lord, and from the .

of bis Glory, 2 Thefl. 1.7,8,9, What
gg?ljle;o{x do, wl{en the Great and verrible day |
of the Lord [hall come Whether will you
then fly? How will you then be able to ap- ?
pear before, and look your incenfed Jud%f_,la1

- in the Face > What will you then plead for

" Mun's Great Daty. 8

your felves? Where do you think to hide
your felves? Rocks and Mountains cannot -
then conceal you! What can {creen you
from irrefiftible Power 2 How do you think
you fhall elcape the effeéts of Impartial Ju-
ftice 2 Now confider this, ye that forger God, Jeft
he tear you in pieces, and.there be mone to deli-
ver, Plal. 0. 22.

Butalas! how difficuldly are fuch Peo-
ple brought to confider t2e things which be-
long to their Peace? What multitudes arc
there cvery where who have 1o habituated
themfelves to negle@ cheir Salvation, and
to thofe courfes which have the plaincft
tendency to ruin their Souls Everlaftingly ;
they have hardned themfelves againft all.
Reproof; whofe Confciences are 1o cau-
teriz’d, or feared, they can hear the. mofl
dreadful threatnings Recorded in the Word
of God, and their Hearts not be moved or
affe@ted at all with them ? yca, in cxpref;
defiance of thofe Menaces, can Blefs thee
felves in theirIniquitics, What lo ftrange and {o
amazing ! as that: People fhould be in {o
forlorn a State, and yer will not be pre-
Vailed with by any means to take notice of
iw! “LThey are fenfible of Hunger,  Cold,
vicknefs, ” any Carporal wanes
of troublefome ‘Times, worldly

L

and pains,
Lofles, un-
fcafonable
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But have no fenfe

o2
reafonable Weather, évc. B 2
of their fpiritual Wants, and the great d(aln |
ger their Souls are in. Tho they are under

the wrath of God, . \ |
of Hell, and are not certain of being one

Hour out of unquenchable Flames, yet:

they are altogether unconcerned, can lEat
and Drink and Sleep, and follow their
Sports. and worldly Bufineffes wich Eagel(il-
n[;fs as if they were in no ;}an(iger,:r }101' l}a/‘E
’ real be afraid. There s 4
any reafon at all to ‘ :
owzyy that [(eemeth right unto & Man, but the
end thercol are the ways of Dgﬂth{ PI‘O\;. xfg‘g
2. O that the carpally fecure and pr f
ﬁu;xptuous would : pomslcg.‘., tl:leélet‘lcf’thgﬁl
aithfi 15 Scriptur ]
faichfully apply this  SC . .\
felves ! %l do not orily pl}t]y mgl{ltﬁggiix?gfﬁ
i y who mi
norant poor People, '
;Jgut a prefent Li.ve:lyl‘sood,1 but a vgé fﬁ%}?&ﬁ
o live i uge ‘
vho live in pomp, have . ]
;'—c{ﬂons, do fair DC\lClOUﬂly evelx tys (1132]} s S:’e?
' ~ eir thoughits, ¢ :
ftow the moft of thml thot  and 0e
orti - time, and thett,
eatelt portions of their > ol
%cea;lth, 1lepon their Bochles, ghxch mtlg 1:t
i i » laid in the Grave, and &
4 little time be laid in ;
lla(l’c (unlefs they come to be of a.not(l;gii
Mind, and to alter their courfe 1n hci\'g
timne before they Die ) togcthcrlmltl: El "
miferable, guilty, neglected Souls, be |
3 SRt - aver,
mented in Hell Kire for av Fg'ﬁbijl

l

-

ftand on the very brink

Main’s Great Disty. 83

Fifthly, Itisvery fit and meet, that eve-
ry one fhould make a ferious, fiid and
impartial Enquiry into himfelf, whether he-
has been duly concerned for the Salvation
of his own Soul, or have hitherto been re--
gardlefs of, and negleéted this moft necef-
fary and important Bufinefs? Let us {peedi-
ly fer apart fome portion of our time
for this Work, and employ our calmeft and
moft penetrating Thoughts in fearching out
the State and Condition of our Souls. In
confidering  whac we have been doing 2
Whether we are going 2 What will be-
come of us, if we fhould prefently be Sum-
moned to appear before God’s Tribunal 2
Whither we muft be Sentenced to that up.
quenchable Fire, which is prepared Jor the
Devil and bis Angels, or to dwell with Chyift

. in Glory 2 Whether we fhall fee the Face

of God with Comfort
our Souls filled with Afto
fufion? Whether we fhall hear chiofe joyful -
Words, Well done tho good and faithiul Ser-
vant, or that terrible [ hunder, Dc}nzrt‘ thots -
Cnfed, 1 know thee not thon wiched doer ? It
doth behove us to enquire ferioufly, and ro
get fpccglily a found knowledge of the Ii-
ate of our Souls, left Death and Flell
fhould {urprize us 5 Death and Judgmene
are haftning a pace, and it will be too late

to

and Joy, or have.
nifhment and Con-
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to think of amending what is amifs, and °

flying from Wrath, it” we leave this World
in an unreconciled Eftate. Yet you have
time and means, and encouragements and
helps to difcover the Truth of your Con. |
dition ; yet you may prevent your eternal |
Mifory, if you have been unconcerned for |
your Souls 5 yet you may efcape the Pu.|
nifhments you have deferved, if you be truly!
. . t
denfible of your Sin, Guilt and danger,
do humbly betake you unto Chrift, reform|
your Lives, clofe with the offers of Mercy,f
andd lay hold. of the Grace which is ten.
dred. t'
You will fay (it may be ) you hope well,)
and you.truft. chat all will end well. But I
pray you, what ground have you for that
Hope and. Truft? Groundlefs Hope will
not Save you. Such Hope is but Prefump-
tion, it hath ruin’d Thoufands and Millions,
Examin your felves thercfore impartially,
fearch out what your Eftate is, bring this!
marter to a full determinace Iffue.  Awake!
carelefs drowfie Soul! pleafe not thy felf
with foolifi Drcams. any longer! Lord of
all Grace.and Might! pour down thy gra-
cieus Influences ! awake our drowfie, fleepy,!
fenfelets Coniciences, make us to atrend to,
and obey the word of Exhortaion !

. i
Elearken!

~_”4'-'\
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Hearken every one, liften to Advice, and
improve the prefent Opportunity : Know
that you are called on, cxhorted and warn-
ed, and if you continue finally fturdy and
difobedient, you will be without Excufe.
If you Perith, your Blood will be required
at your own Hands.  Your Damnation will
lye wholly upon your felves. Confider there-
fore, ‘

1. 1f you have been unconcerned all your
time for your Souls and their Salvation,
and arc under the power of Sin and your
Lufts, and in an unreconciled Eftate, you
are in a very evil and dangerous Eftate.
You have been pulling down infupportable
loads of Wrath upon your felves. If you
perfift and die in this Eftate, it will be im-

r “poflible for any thing to interpofe and {creen

you from the terrible ftrokes of divine Ven-
geance, or to fupport and bear you up, un-
der that mighty weight of Horror and
‘Torment you have been hailing upon your
Selves,  What trembling of Heart, failing
of Eyes, and forrow of Soul will then feize
on you? Isthis an cftate to be defired 2- Is
this an Eftace to flzep and flamber and- re-
pole your {elyes quictly in ?

2. This'was your Lftate once. We are
all naturally concluded under Sin and Guilt.
CLildren of Wrarh, dead in Trefpafjes and Sins-;

without.




~in this Guilty and wretched Eftate. Sul
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without Holinefs,unconcerned for our Soul,
Enemies to God, and obnoxious unto his’
Difpleafire. And every Man continues in
this evil Eftate, till he is effe@unally Rege.
nerated, and doth heartily entertain the'
word of Reconciliation, by and through Jefus|
Chrift. Till a real, {piritual, gracious:
Change is wrought in him, he is an Enemy!
to God, is a&ually provoking of God, and
treafuring up Wrath for himfelf againft
that Great Day, when the Difobedient and|
Unbelieving, and thofe who are uncon|
cerned for their precious Souls, muft bef
Deftroyed; with an utter and an everlaft:
ing Deltruétion. Thofe who are now in:
the holieft and happieft Eftate, were once

svere fome of you, &c. 1 Cor. 6. 11. We
our felves were fometime foolifh difobedient,
Jerving  divers Lufts, &c. Tit. 3. 3.

3. You have too jult ground to fufpeét
and fear you are in this dreadful Effate,]
till you make a faithful enquiry into your|
Eftate. You cannot ordinarily have a {found’
knowledge, that your Souls are in a good
condition, without refle&ing upon your

felves, and defcending to a ftriét and faich-

ful Examination. If you entertain an opk
nion that all is well and fafe, as to your
Souls, you have no occafion to take any:

comfort!

!
i
i
]
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comfort in that Opinion, becaufe you have
no ground or reafon for ir, which you
know of. It may be meer Diabolical Delu-

fion for any thing you know to the contra-

ry, having never duly enquired into the
Matter. Yea,

4. The more fecure and confident you
are, having never made a thorough enquiry
into the State of your Souls, the more fad
and dangerous your Eftate is. For this ar-
gues yon have finned your felves out ofa
{enfe of all your fpiritual and eternal Con-
cernments ; and that you have {o entirely
committed your felves to Satan’s Conduét,
as to rely on his Word for your Safety and
Happinefs. Tis his Interelt to do what he
can to fupport and heighten your Prefump-
tion, and to prévent your being prevailed
with to fearch ferioufly into your Eftate,
He would deceive but few, did he not flat-
ter them with hopes of Heaven at laft,
Could you fee from one end and fide of
Hell, to the other, what a dreadful Speét-
acle would you behold? And amongft
thofe enumerable multitudes of Damned
Wretches which have gone thither in every
Age of the World ; how few would you
fee in comparifon of thofe who were fe-
cure, confident, felf-deluding Sinners when
they were on Earth? Who went thither

Blindfold,.

L]
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Blindfold, refufing to fearch into their E-
ftate, and confider whether they were go-
ing? Who were refolved to Believe well,
and Hope well, (as they phras’d it) of -
themfelves, without cver examining their
Spiritual Eftatc, in. defiance of* all Warn-:
ings and Exhortations that could be ad:;
miniftred unto them ? What a deplorable!
thing is it, to confider how People do at:
Satan’s inftigation, harden themfelves a-,

gainft Fear, and all Confideration, {o thatl
way to Hell, till they do irrecoverablyi
drop into it? And, -

5. In what a fearful Eftate wilt thou be,;
who obftinately refufeft to confider what|
thy condition really is, if at laft thou be;
found an unreconciled Sinner, utterly un-’
concerned for the Salvation of thy Soul?;
If this be thy cafe when Death hath{eized
thee, thou muft prefently fink into un-y
quenchable Flames. And then what a mi-’
{ferable helplefs Wretch wilt thou be for
ever # What a dreadful thing willit be to
be fcared and rafted out of thy Spiritual’
Slumber and Sleep, by the a&ual Pains and
Agonies of Damnation 2 Should a Man
Sleeping at his own home, be a little mo-
ved with the cry of Fire, Fire! but without

enquiring whether his Dwelling-place were.

in:

t
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in Danger, fhould compofe himfelf again
for Sleep, and not awake, till rafted out of
his Sleep by the fcorching heat and vehe-
ment noife of the Fire burning down his
own Houfe, and fhould he as {oon as his

Eyes are open, behold his Bed and all his-
Room in Flames, how gaftly would he:

look, being thus affrighted out of his Sle¢p,
and feeing no way to efcape thofe devou-
ring Flames, which have {cized on cvery
part of his Room ? What loud Outcries,
and dreadful Schricks would he utter ? How
deplorable fhould we conceive his condi-
tion, thould we fee his gaftly Looks, and
hear his Roarings,and his mournful Groans,
whilft Burning and Roafting in the Flames
of his own Houfe, not able to fly from thdt
fcorching Fire, nor any able to come near
to help him, becaufe compafled in by thofe
furious and mercilefs Flames ? If this would
be {o full of Terror to that miferable unfor-
tunate dying Perfon, and would fill the
Beholders with, moft affe@ionate Trouble
and Grief, what muft the Dread and Hor-
ror of that Sinner be, who fleeping fecurely
in his Sins, will take no warning, but at lait
1s rafted out of his Sleep by the Flames of
Iell, and finds himfelf as” foon as ever he
awakes, in unquenchable Burnings, and his
Lftate becomes one dreadful Schrick, conti-

nued

»
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- nued (3T may fo phrafe it ) to the utmoft:
length of Eternity ? ‘
6. Remember, we muft every one be
concerned for our own Salvation, and we-
muft every one try our felves, and examin
our own Eftate; for none can do thefe:
things efletually for us without our con
currence, and we muft every one anfwer
before God for our felves, and be Saved!
or Damned in our own Perfons. Othersi
may advife and countel us, give rules and!
directions to affift us in the Work, but they
cannot peremptorily determin the Cafe, forf
our Hearts may be falfe and rotten, and
corrupt, prophane, hypocritical and proud,
when we are performing the outward parts|
of Duties; yea, when we perform them:
to the great liking and admiration of others |
If it appear at laft that we have been un-
concerned for our Souls, and died impe-|
nitently in our Sins, who fhall anfwer for!
us? Will any one take off the blame from!
us? Alas! we muft anfwer for our felves, '
and bear our own Sins, Witnefles and Ac-;
cufers there will be enough againft us, but
not one Advocate, Not one of all thofe
Multitudes who follow fome wicked Mens:

Corples to the Grave, either can or dares -

go along with the Soul to God’s Tribunal,,
to plead for and anfwer God on its behallfé
|

Muan’s Greas Duty. 01
If thou art wicked and unconcerned for

..thy own Salvation, and dieft Impenitent,

no other Perfon will go to Hellin thy ftead,
but thou muft bear thy own guilt, perifh,
and be Damned and Tormented everlaft-

- ingly in thy own Perfon. Search therefore

{peedily into your Eftate, and leave not
Matters of fuch weighe, to all Adventurcs,
and at Uncertainties, Let us be prevailed
with to fet about this work in all fincerity,
and without delay, that we may every one
be acquainted with our own Eftate, and
learn how we are to manage and behave
our felves for the future, and what courfe
we are to apply our felves unto further, in
order to our everlafting Wellfare, q

Some of you have paft over a great many
Years, and have no reafon to expeét that

'?;ou fhould live many more. Now, if you

ave been regardlefs of your Souls, and
have hitherto negle@ted to examin your
Eftate, how ought you to be troubled for
{0 great faults? What Sins might you have
avoided ¢ What Good might you have done?
What Comfort might you have treafur'd
up for your felves, had you begun and faith-
fully gone through this Enquiry fome Years
ago ? Take heed of continuing your Neg-
leét 5 refufe not to comply with this prefent
EBntreaty, left God fhould give you over in

Judgment,
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Judgment, and you fhould be hardned and:
fealed to amoft jult and dreaful Condem.
nation. Why will you refufe and fin againft”
your own Mercies? Why will you bring
your own Gray Huairs to the Grave with Sor-;
row 2 Why will you picrce your own Hearts'
thorough with Sorrow ? Why will you ru-:
in and deftroy your own felves? Isit not|
yet high time for you to know and under-’
ftand what you have been doing? Whom;,
you have been ferving? And what is liks,
to become of you for ever? SR
And you who are not fo much {tricken}
in years, even the youngeft of you, who ave!
come to years of Dilcretion, it behoves;
you to be very inquifitive about the State’
of your Souls.” What Confternation and|
Amazement will {cize you, if you {hould
be cut off in the midft of your Years, and
then.cternally upbraid your felves with ha-
ving {pent the beft of your Years, and the;
choiceft of your Strength, yea, your ‘wl?ole‘i
time in a way of Hoftility ‘and War againft |
God ? You have no more affurance of time!
than the oldeft Man has ; and if you die i,
the flower of your Age, in an un-recon-
ciled Eftate, wholly unconcerned for the -
{alvation of your Souls, you muft as infal--
libly be Sentenced unto Hell, as the oldeft
and moft overgrown Sinner in the W(’)ll;}d"
| 16 ¢

¢
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Theinfernal Flames will prey as violendy
on you who are thrown into them in your
greencr Age, as they will on thofe who are
caft into them in their decayed and wither-

ed Age. A ftrong Fire: burns the greeneft

Log, as well as the diieft, tho the green
may make a little more noife for a while.
Whatever your outward State and Circum-
ftances may be in this World, be you Rich
or Poor, High or Low, Learned or Un-
learncd, Mafter or Servant, you are equal-
ly concerned in this Bufinefs. He that lives
and dies in an un-regenerate Eftate, wholly
regardlefs of, and unconcerned for his Sal-
vation, will lofe his Soul, his whole {felf,
and what hath any Man More? Or, ifhe
have, What is all the World to one who
is Damned, and in Eternal Torments?
Good Lord, open the Hearts of Sinners
now, that they may entertain Advice !
And {o improve what hath been faid, that
it may produce fome good Effe@! Let not
cvery one continue in a groundlefs Soul-
deftroying  Prefumption ! Let not Satan
triumph, that he carries all away headlong
and unconcernedly unto Hell, in defiance
of all perfwafion to Confideration and En-
quiry ! Lord, let not the Exhortation be
wholly loft ! but caufe fome one Selfdelu-

ding
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ding Wretch to be awakened, and brought
to a right Mind! |
Friend! what doft thou intend to do?
Wile thou ftubbornly fhut thy Eyes and |
flumber, till Vengeance doth aéually feize |
on thee ? Till infinite Wrath come upon
thee and furround thee, fo that there fhall
be no efcaping ! Canft thou be contented
to be reproached by mulditudes of forlomn
undone Souls, that thou art the Adomfer
that would’ft not hearken and confider, but
would’ft voluntarily Damn thy Self, in op-
pofition to all Perfwafion ? Search and try
thy felf now at laft,and take heed left there
be in thee a Root that beareth Gall and |
Wormwood, and do not whilft thou hear-
eft thefe words, Blefs thy [elf in thy Heart,:
[aying, 1 [hall have Peace, tho [ walk in the I
magination of my Heart, to add Drunkenne[sto
Thirft, Deut.29. 18, &c. Know. thou who
ever thou art, the Lord will not 1pare thee,
but the Anger of the Lord and his Jealoufie
fhall fimoke againft thee, and all the Curf
¢s that are written in his Book, fhalllye
upon thee; the Lord fhall feparate thee un-
to Evil, according to all the Curfes of the
Covenant, that are written in his Book.

Sirs, have fome pity upon your felves.
What hurt have your precious Souls ever
done you, that you fhould thus neglect an;it

| ca
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caft them out of your thoughts, that you
thould revenge your felves on them in this
manner ¢ How ¢an you think to efcape, if
you ftill neglect this Enquiry ? What will
you fay for your felves at the Great Day
of the Lord? Sure you will not pretend
you were never warned,or perfwaded. And
would not thofe Powers and Faculties yon
amploy in examining other matters, ferve
you to much better purpofe on this account?
And hath not God given you a Rule, and
fer you down Marks and Charaéters, by
comparing your felves with which, you may
acquire a diftin¢t and true knowledge of
your Eftate? Do not your Bibles tell you
very plainly, what forts of People will be
ihut out of the Kingdom ? And how fhould
you know, whether you be or be not of
thofe numbers, if you refufe to examin
and make a true judgment of your felves 2
Prefime what you pleafe of your felves

God cannoe® be deceived, nor will he bé
mocked. Death and Judgment will in due
time fully difcover the truth of your State

both to your felves, and to all the World.
Can you imagin that this Enquiry {hould
do you any prejudice? If you have been

and are duly concerned for your .Salvation,
nothing can fill you with a greater and
uch rational Joy and Comfort, than to

perceive

s B _.___4_—#__< ,,
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. Eftate you are in, than your refufing to
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perceive this attefted upon a jult Search, !
by the word of God ; and that an eternal

and glorious Inheritance is made fitre to =
“you, by the promife of that God who can- S

not lye. Whereas a negleét of this Enquiry
muft” needs deprive you of the belt and
greateft comfort of your Lives. If you have
been and ftill are unconcerned for your
Salvation, nothing can more mifchievoufly
hinder your recovery out of that dangerous

try and examin your felves. Make no de
lay therefore, but prefently betake your
{elves to what you are perfwaded unto. O!
that you would be fo kind to me, to grant
me this one requeft! I beg it of you for your
own Sakes ' I have no Intereft ro ferve by it
but your own, that you may prefently e-
{capé out of the fhares of the Devil, and be
{afc from eternal Agonies, that you may
not walk any longer in the Broad
Road, . which ends in Hell, and irre
pairable Deftrution, but may live in Peace
and Comfort here, and Reign with Chuift
in Glory for ever.

Reafon then and argue with your {elvest
about this Matter. Cannot you difCourfe
thus with your felves2 How terrible and
dreadful a thing will it be, to be found at
laft 2 negleder of Salvation, one who lgath

een

]Y‘fm Pardon‘and Peace through the Blood
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been all his Life unconcerned for his Soul !
To have God and:Chrift Enemies, When I
muft. appear before their Tribunal! He
that commanded me into Being and Life,
can with a word fpeak me into Eternal
Mifery! The Holy God, I muft needs ac-
knowledge, loves Holinefs, and cannot but -
hate Iniquity. He will in his Righteous
Judgment, *infallibly make :a difference be-*
twixt People: 'He will afluredly feparace
the Holy ‘from the Vile. Then fhall the
Righteous be difcorned from the Wicked, and. he
that ferveth Godfrom him that ferveth bim nor,
I\E’al-:. 317318, L-am at prefent. undoubt-
edlyiof one’ of .thefc Ranks». And doth- it
not tuch concern ime t¢ underftand what

my Eftageds? Carelefs megligent ‘Wretch®
i omitting.an enquiry. of fuch Importance
fo long!  The “time paft fhall fuffice,
to have lived in' {o fupine and unthoyghtful
a mantierd "My Eyes {hall not Sleep, nor
will I'give flimber -to my  Eye-lids; ¢l I
have-made a iligent Enquiry,and do know
what the Word of the Lord doth fay of,and
ltome.' I dare not lye down to Sleep, till I

1ave examined; my Eftate! till, if it appear

Uhave been unconcerned hitherto for my

Soultand its $alvation;. 1 have. fued hearti-

of
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of Chrift! left I fhould .fleep the Sleep of
Death ! left Deftruction thould farprize me!
And I thould awake in thofe Flames which
" will never be. quenched! Be' gone all Ex-
cufes, for T have no Bufinefs fo neceflary

to be attended to, as this! I am not at .

leifure to follow any Sports, or to mind
Wealth, or Honors, yea, or the Necefla-
faries of this prefent Life, whilft I am Ig-
norant of the State of my Seul, and know.

net whether I have been duly conce_rne‘,d :

that my Salvation may be made fure! L

will not any longer venture BEternity upon
Uncertainties ! Now I have been called on,
and exhorted taapply my- flf to. this Exa-
mination! Sheuld I refufe to comply, God
may juftly fuffer me to be hardned in my

SN

Sins. 1 may never have the like opportu-

nity again! Tho I fhould find I have hi-
happinefs |

thérto been unconcerned for, the
of my Soul, yet eternal. Mifery- may. be
prevented ! There yet remaifs place for
Repentance ! and fome-ground ta hape that
I inay find favour with the Lord! There
fore I am -refolved, nothing fhall. divert me
from going through with this Work Lord!
powerfully fix my Refolution b Keap m‘y
my Mind and Heart intént ot this Bufinels
and give me the gracious afiftarice.of hﬁ(li}yl

{
hy
y
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look-upop all your %nioy_ments; as nothing
A |
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holy and powerful Spirit, to guide and car-
ry me with fuccefs thorough it!
Sixthly, You who have been carglefs of

- your Souls,and their Salvation, till this time,

fhould now be prevailed with to concern
your felves with all ferioufnefs and earneft-
nefs, that they may be fecured. Could I
fet forth a miferable Eftate before you, in
the moft doleful Strains,and with the fiille(t
account of aggravating Circumftaricesima-
ginable, I fhould not declare the thoy-

- fandth part of your Wretchednefs. The

Groans and-Sobs of the Damned, manife
they cannot fpeak what they feel; their
Shricks and Clamours are but broken Rela-

“tions of the Horrors and Pains they fink

under. And you are obnoxious to all ¢
Wrath which doth fo terifie and 0\3:;5
whelm them. If you flill continue fecure,
and cannot bemoan your felves, nor cr;
heartily for Pity and Mercy, your Danger |
enqpeafea Did  you underftand whag you
?rq-daz,ng, what Vengeance you are trea- ;
ugpg up for your felves; whom you arg |
Offending ; what Souls you are Murthere
l_t_lg_é what a glorious, holy, poweriul, juft |
*Ofi' you are. Provoking, what a Change |
would foon appear in you? You would |

worth
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orth 3 you would look upon the Pleafuses,
Kiclhcs)gnd Honors of this World, as in-
fipid - ufeles things. The whole World
would be no more to yoi than a Prifon, or
Dungeon, in which you are referved till
~ the Sentence of Wrath is to be Executed on
you. The wicked is referved to the day of |
Deftruttion s they (hall be brought forth to é{oe.
day of Wrath, Job 21. 30. Were you fenfible
“what Love you defpife; what Salvation you |
| negleé ; what Mercy you trample un(l-lel
your Fect ; what Grace you reject; what
Patience and Goodnefs you abufe,and what
| great things you might lay hold QP’G“ljhat'
| Inheritances you ‘miglt "o’btam,‘ whiat ¥ c];ry
| you may be affured of, if you would but
I confider things aright, and -approve youct1
{elves truly Wife ; what an’ alteration. wgul |
{oon appear in your Carriage and oni ;
- du& ? You willin a little timebe c:_onkvmce;1
| fully of the' trath of all this. When Deat
' hath exccuted: its Cominiffion againft 'yﬁu,‘
and your Souls’are dragg d into an\g}tl eér .,
World, continue Infidels if you can. ) p len
you have drank a few draughts nlolec,; pent
a lictle time more in your 'Sportsang}m ax}le‘:;
flept a few Nights, drudg'd and toi "adeb'e’
days more, you will fee and know, an

i )t thefe things in another man-
convinced of thefe thipgs el

3
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ner. Then you will have: no need of fic!,
Minifters to tell you of them, whofc warn-
ings you can now {light, whole Exhorta-
tions and Counfel you can now rejeét with
Scorn and Contempe,  For then you will-
hear the Sentence of Condemnation from -
Oune, the Glory of whofc appearing, you
will not be able to endure, whole Prefence
will grieve and temifie you, B
_ But your cale is not yet quite Defperate,
It you will now concern your  filves
heartily for your Souls, and apply your
felves in good earneft, to make chicir: Salt
vation {ure, there is fome ground for Hope,
Mercy may yet be had. The Scepter of
Grace is ftill held forth,  Your endlefi Mi-
fery may yet be prevented, You may yee
be made Holy and Gracious, behold Gad's
reconciled Face, and inherit incomprehen-
fible Glory and Bleflednefs. Nothing will
hinder but your wilfulnefs, your refolved’
continuing unconcerned for thefe things.
What Mercy is it that God will yet be fa.
vourable, notwithftanding thou haft at this
time” been unconcerned and ftubborn ‘in
thy Enmity 2 Will yet, if thou turn fin-
cercly, pardon and blot out all is pafte Will
receive and bonor, love and cterndlly glo-
ufiec thee¢ Who would not feek reconcili-
' I' 3 T ation
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ation wich all his might, with fuch a gra-
~ cious condefcending, patient and merciful
h God ? Who would go .on to provoke fuch
a God, and Damn himfelf in oppofition
to fuch Love,and Grace, and Mercy ! What
acceptance wouldft thon find with God ?
What good wouldft thou do thy felf? What
Happinefs wouldft thou treafire up for thy
{olf to all future Generations? What Joy
wouldft thou occafion in Heaven, wouldft
thou now be prevailed with to come out
of thy miferable finful State, and to con-
cern thy felf as thou oughteft for thy Soul,
| and its endlefs wellfare? Perufe carefully
| thefe following Scriptures, Luke 15. 7. and
10, and 20, &, Ifa. §5. 7. 2 Cor. 6. 2.
‘Take heed you do not prevent all this to
~encourage your felves to continue in
unzoncernednefs for your Salvation. ~For
it inltead of complying with Calls and En-
treatics to accept of, and clofe with the

you, you ftubboinly refufe to hearken, to
yea, abufe them, to harden and embolden
vour felves in your Sins, your condition
‘will become exceeding Dreadful, yea, quite
hopelefs, according to thac account the

holy Scriptures give of People under {fuch
Circumftances} as you may evidently fec.%
i

your

offers of Mercy God is plealed to make.

F
!
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if you pleafe to turn to, and read the
following placesin your Bibles, Prow. 1.34.
&e. Prov.29.1. Heb. 12.19. Luke 19. 42.
Yea, remember this will render your State
i1 Hell terrible and tormenting to the high-
eft degree. In what boifterous Waves of |
inflamed Wrath fhall thofé Perfons be roll'd
and toft, who affe@edly perfift in their
]i.n-muy againft God, and contempt of the
riches of his Grace! Why fhould you be
curious to fecureto your felves the “utmof}
efforts of Divine Difpleafure.2 Flow fad
muft your eftate be it after you have en:
joyed the Gofpel, and been carneftly per-
waded to concern yowr felves in good

“earneft for your Salvation, you fhould per-

ilh and r 7
nd reap no advantage from all thae

P ath done, iuf.ﬁ:red' and purchafed
r'epenting, reforming Sinners ¢ What a
teelg‘x.blc day will the day of Chrift's al;i-
fo (rj{;gllcaf t(l) you, i after all your coming
o };' 1earing Prayers and Sermons,
ﬂubblz) ma ing of Sacraments, you remain
o, and untractable, {fenfual and
rorldly 1 your Minds, loofe, carnal and
vicious 1n your Lives ? ’ o |
iériocuﬁnnteacels},\deauy Beloved, to Iy thefe |
oo ly. 0 Heart, and forchwith to make |

good 1mprovement of them. Pleafe not

F 4 your. -
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your felves with purpofes of taking them

into confideration hereafter, left Satan prove

too {ubtle for you, and carry you away
{ccurely to his own t
traught with {cemingly pious refolves. What
nultitudes have cried out for Mercy, when
it hath been too late ! Mar 24, 11. 12,
Ifyou are now willing to do what it be-
hoves you to do, that you may f{ecure the
Satvation of your Souls, obferve and fol-
low thele few Dirc&ions. . \
Firp, Set your felves to'a ferious tho-
rough cenfideration of your prefent Eftate,
Weigh and infift on this dll you are fully
convinced, your prefcat Stace is fuch, you
cannot with any falcty continue init; and
do firmly refolve to alter your Courfe; prefs
your danger and guilt upon your {plve§,
tiil your Souls and Confciences are mighti-
ty affcted with your prefent Circumftances,
and you become in fome meafure fenfible
Low much more defirable their Condition
is than yours, who have heartily concerned
themielves to fecure the Salvation-of theiy
Souls, In other cafes, we think it a mighty
blemith, to give occafion for others to re-
And fure
rothing better deferves our beft, our niolt

ter,

Appartments, full

mature and vivid thoughts than this Mac-

e e
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ter, becaufe ic doth {o nearly concern us,
Can we expeét prudently to avoid our Damn=
ger, and amend our Miftakes, whilft ¢icher
ignorant of, or unaffected with theim 7' Ses -
rious confideration is a proper, -if not the
only preparatory expedient to bring us to a
right Mind, to furnith us with a juft No-
tion and becoming Senfe of thofe things,
which are of eminent Importance, and to
difpofe us to re@ific paft Errors and De-
faults, When the Prodigal came to him{Glf,
and confidered the evil and dangerous cafs
he was in, and how much better the very
Servants in his Fathers Family were Provi-
ded for than he was, he prefently refolves
to.go thither, Luke 15. 17, 18. Plal. 119,
§9,60. Set thy felf as in God’s Prefence,
call thy {elf to account, and revive the re.
membrance of thy paft Carriages. Call to
mind how God hath exprefly declared {uch
or fuch Affe@ions of Soul,5pecche A&ioh’s',
to be deteftable abominable Sins, and hacls
declared from Heaven his Wrath againlt
them, in fuch or fuch places of his. holy
Word.  And then apply the fame particus
larly and with all vehemency. of. afte@ion.
and faithfulnefs to thy felf, «il thou fecleft
the power.and efficacy of chem in thy own
Spirit and: Confeience.  Is this my Lfaca's-

Ky Loy
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oth the word of God fpeak nothing l_)ut !
IT)g:rof and Indignation againft me, whilft -

T continue in this condition? Is the infinite- |

ly, powerful jult God my Enemy? |
‘(})]’w}:'gt}(]:he% Creature that I am! What {hall *

Ydo! Is this an Eftate to be refted in! .

' is all the World, and all it can af*
gl&fttolfne, if God fhould pour forth the
Vials of his Anger upon me ! If I muft pafs |
from the applaufe and favour of Men, from .

Houfes, Lands and Friends, to dwell with

cverlafling Burnings! and be a Compamo'nf
with Devils for ever! O how happy alle'i
they who have been wife for their Sou o
who can look with comfort into the Holy:
Scriptures! and read over all thofe Paﬁagc(; ;
with Satisfaction, which .Te.mﬁe me, and.
are as fo many Arrows ficking faft in my ;.
Soul! ‘What a Fool have I been all my:

time! What Mercy and rich Grace muft’

> difcovered, if ever I efcape Damnation !,
?cgg!(‘cnom efcjape it, if T continue in tl}w{
Litate! A great Change muft be wroughtin|
“me. I'muft be. made a new Cre;}ture,l mutt
lead a new Life! And by God’s Grace {0,
1 will! Blefied be the Lord, that l}e hatlp
given me any fight of my Danger! Th:?t'.‘
he hath brought me to confider, befoxe{

wy condition is"abfolutely paft rcmedoi.'i

T

“and that I may dutiful
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O what Trouble and Sorrow, have I
been heaping on my felf! How bitter and
gnawing now are all the things I countec
pleafant! How vile and contemptible are
all the things for which Iventured my pre.
cious Soul! There is nothing now cun re.
licve and do me good, nothing I can ac-
count precious, but an Intereft in Jefus
Chrift, and pardoning Love through him'
O the Confufion T am in! BucI with not
that it were wich me as. in times pail!
Lhat my vain Prefamption, flupidity and
infenfiblenefs might again return ! No, but
O that I had fooner feen my Danger 1 and
ooner began my Retreac ! Here | lye on
the very brink of Hell! Had I made one
ftepfurther, I might-have been among the
Damned! and yet I fearce know which
way to turn ! O the proficiency others have
made in the way to Heaven, who had no

more time, nor outward Calls. and Me

) ans
than Lhad! O the pe

ace and comfore the

‘have! the Sweets with which cheir Souls

are feafted 1 O thae I might love the Lord
Chrift in fincerity ! have an intereft in his
Merits'a right ‘to his precious Promifes!

. ly acknowledge his
Authoricy » walk in his Laws! and kno

by experience what joy is to be tound.in.
Bclim’ing !

—_.‘__7
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|

Believing ! Well, by Divine Affiftance, T '

will up and be doing ! T will not loyter any

longer! I now caft away with abhorrence, |

and lay . afide every weight, and the Sin

that hath {o cafily befet me! Lord, do thou |

enlarge my Heart, and I will runthe way |
of thy Commandments! May I ever have |
my cyc fixed on Jefts, the Author and |
Finifher of a Believer’s Faith ! To thee holy |

Jelus T flee for Refuge! Help me to lay!

hold on the Hope thou haft fer before me ! |

Secondly, Humble your felves deeply be-
tore the Lord, and offer unto him fervent |
carnelt Supplications and Prayers, to com-|
miferate and. deliver you. No help can}

come but from Heaven, and it muft be!

fetched thence by hearty.” affeGtionate Cries|
and Entreaties.
low before the Lord; acknowledge your|
sins with Godly Sorrow and Grief:” Re- |
hearfe before him your fad Eftate; the}
aggravating Circumftances of your Guilt, |
vour Fears, your Guile, the dreadful Curfest
which hang “over you; how fenfible you
are of his Difpleafure againft Sin, that you|
are not able to bear his Wrath, and that

o

Lay your felves therefore ©

notiing but Free- Grace can fave and pre-
{irve you.  Juftifie God in all his Laws, and
inallhis Threats, and in his execucing of
them.  Confels heartily thou art a Monu:
' ment.

- go? Whar fhall Tdo? I cannot flee from
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Monument of his Patience, Break forth
into affe@ionate “Admiration, that he hath
born with thee {o long, whereas, he might
have caufed his Vengeance to have over-
taken thee long ago. And then with ftrong
Cries, and Tears too, if thou canft befeech
him for his Mercy fake; his name fake, the
Son of his love {ake, to pity, Pardon, help
and fan&itie thee. Coniider what encourage-

ment thou haft from thele and the like

Scriptures, Pfal. '145. 18, 19. Pfal. 32. 5, 6.
Plal. §0. 15. Matr. . 7, &c.

Lord, thou .art Great, Holy, Jult and
Powerful, none can fet himfelf againit
thee and Profper! Thy purity. and holinef
is fuch, thou canft not. behold the leaft
Iniquity with Approbation! Thou haft de-
clared thy Wrath againft every Sin! And
in particular haft revealed thy Indignation
againft this, and that, and the other Wick-
cdnefs 5 and chat thou wilt terribly avenge

thy felf of fuch Adverfaries as live impeni-

tently in them ! Lord, I am.tho vile Wretch

‘who- have been guilty of thefe Tranfgrefli-

ons! I have lived a great while in them,
and have often repeated thefe a&s of Ho-
ﬂigty againft thee! O:my Milery, my
Guilt, my Wretchednefs ! Whither thall T

thyj

. 109 e
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thy Prefence! Where ever I.am, thy Arm -
can reach me! I cannot bear thy Frowns!

thy Terrors make me afraid ! Damnation
and Hell are. the leaft 1 have deferved ! O
the Light, the Love, the Means I have!
finned againft! I have nothing to'fay for|

.my felf! who fhall plead for me! Methinks !
I am now finking! Hell appears ready to!
{wallow me up! Juft and Righteous art thou!

O God ! No punithments are too great for!

fo wicked, {o ungrateful, {o vile and obfti-
nate a Wretclr as I am ! In the very midft
of my Fears and Anguifh, I cannot but"ij.
wonder that the Sentence of Condemna-|
tion is.not already pronounced againft, and!
executed on me! O whar long-fuffering!
goodnefs haft thou manifefted towards me,,
the worft and greateft of Sinners! Bleifed!
be thy Name for thy Long-fuffering Pati-,
ence towards me! Whither fhall I now!
turn! Will the holy God have Mercy on,
fuch a defperate Sinner! To whom fhail I}
go in thele Straits ! Creatures cannot help
me ! My Lufts and Sins have brought alll
this Mifery upon me! All will fail me|
unlefs the Lord will be pleafed to look
down in Mercy upon me! And it isthe
Lord I have offended ! How fhall I go
a provoked God ! Yet all my hope muft be

{from
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from him! To the Lord I will go, I

will lic at his Feet! T will throw my felf
wholly upon his Mercy! Lord, I {have

. heard that thou art ‘Gracious, Long-fuffer-

ing, flow to Wrath, and of great Good-
nefs, Thou haft faid 1o of thy felf. Thou
haft the words of eternal Life. There is
Forgivenefs with thee that thou mayeft be
feared. Thou haft contrived a way for the
glontfying of thy Mercy, in faving the
greateft Sinners who truly repent, and turn
from the evil of their doings unto thee,
with all their Hearts, Lord, here behold
a'miferable mouring Sinner, than whom
none ever ftood more in need of Mercy!
Extend thy wonderful Grace to me! I
come to thee in thy Son’s Name, I depend
intirely on his Merits ; I plead with thee
the only gracious Promifes! Suftain now a
finking Soul! Iloath and abhor my feIf : O
let thy Bowels ern over me ! Tho I ftand
on the brink of Hell, let thy Grace pre-

vent my falling into that Bottomlefs-Pit! - ||

Say unto this Soul, Live! May I, who de-
ferve to houl for ever under” the dreadful
teftimonies of thy Difpleafure, be effe@ual-
Ingglelivered from Sin, Guils and Condemn:
ation ! May I be Pardoned, made Holy,
and fing forth the Praifes of thy rich and
abounding Grace to all Eternity ! Confider
Ya. 63. 15, 16. Thirdly,
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© Thirdly, If you take pains with your

felves, .and faithfully. pérform what you ’

have been advifed to already, you will
eafily . perceive what is further neceflary to
be done by you, to make fecure thé Salva-
tion of your Souls; and you will be dif

pofed to urge upon your felves, and im.}
prove fuch Counfel as fhall be offered you, |

and is manifeftly pertinent to this purpofe:
I will therefore propound the other Direéti-

ons you are to obferve altogether, and on-}
ly give you brief hints for your future

Conduét, leaving you to imprint them on
your own Hearts, by meditating on, and

expoftulating with your {elves about them, |
till you fecl they have their proper and!
due influence on your Souls and Lives. |

You muft then endecavour to acquire a
found knowledge of the gracious method
God hath been pleafed. to. pitch on, for the
bringing of Sinners into a Statc of Recon-
ciliation and Peace with himifelf You

muft heartily entertain the great Truths he |
hath revealed concerning the Lord Jefus |
Chrift.  Thof¢ which concern his Perfon, |

his Natures, and the Commiflion the Fa.
ther hath given him, And you muft fp-

cerely clofe with Chuilt in all his Ofi€6s, }

depending wholly on his Merits, Inter-
ceffion

s a g 4

ple,
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céffion, and Influences; fubmitting to his
Authority, diligently following his Exam-
and faicthfully keeping his . Laws,
For there is mot Salvation in amy other, A&s
4. 12. You muft labour to underftand di-
ftin&ly the Baptifmal Vow, with Under-
ftanding and Judgment, folemnly devote,
confign and dedicate your felves to God,
through Chrift, and daily addi& your
felves to the confcientious performing of
that Vow, as long as you Live, Therclore
you muit diligently read and ftudy the
Holy Scriptures, and make them the fole
Rule of your Faith, your Worlhip, your
moral Condu&, or Practice; for they are
able to make you wife unto Salvation throngh
Faith which is in Chrift Fefus, 2 Tim, 3. 15,

- Read the word of God daily with a fixed

Attention, and holy fervent Defires, that
you may find it powerful to fubdue Cor-
ruption, and bring you to a faving Ac.
quaintance with Chrift, and to nourith
your Souls in all Godlinefs of Living. At-
tend diligently on the: Miniftry of the
Word, and wait confcientioufly "on God
in thofe Ordinances he hath inftituted for
thegConveifion and Edification of Souls.
‘Take heed of Cuftomarinefs and Forma-
lity in thefe, Ufe. them as means God

hath
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hath appointed for higher Ends, and b
not fatisfied till you really perceive they|
are Sandified to you, and have fuch ap
effet on you that you do thereby grow in
Knowledga, Grace, and pracical Holinefs |
You muft renounce the Society of loofe: and
vicious People, and fhun the” company of|
thofe who deride and mock at Religion and}
Holinefs,appearing in their Truth and Pow:|
er, Prow, 13, 20. And wonderful Advantage|
will accrue to you, if you do ordinarily}
accuftom your felves to crofs the defign of|

Temptations, and make an Advantage of|

them, to put you with greater ferioufinef}
and fervency on aéing thofe Graces, and|
performing thofe Duties which are moft|
oppofite and contrary to the Sins, the Ene.|
mies of your Souls would draw you unto,
You who have been and are in good|
earneft concerned for the Salvation of your|
Souls, muft diligently attend to what doth|
peculiarly belong to you, confidering the}
State youare in. Give God the glory of}
that'Grace he hath vouchfafed you. You!
were [gnorant, Blind, Foolith and Difobe
dient formerly, as well as others, Praifc|
and Magnifie' God! with all your might, |
that he hath made you know and follow |
after the rhings which belong to your Peace.
YHow fhould you blefs the Lord “who ha;h
made
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made you the Triumph of your Saviour’s
Love, whereas you might have been Monu-
ments of his Anger ? Pity, Prayfor,advife do
what you can to convince, awaken, and
recover them, who appear altogether care-
lefs of, and unconcerned for thetr Salvation.
Hold faft what you have received, proceed
forward in the work you have begun,
Grew in Grace, and in the knowledge of ony
Lord and Savionr Feofus Chrift. Watch over,
and affit one another all you are able.
Heb. 3. 12,13. So run that ye may obtain.
Pefevere to the end, and let none take away
your Crown, Rev. 3. 11, R

Ina word, every Man fhould be very
much concerned tor the Salvation of his
own Soul. Then let us all forthwith fhake
off Sloth, remembring we are haftning a-

~pace towards Eternity. Do the wicked do

evil with both hands earneftly, Mic. 7. 3.
And fhall we fold our. Arms, and refufe to
take alittle pains for the obtaining of that
Inheritance, which is referved in the Hea-
vens ¢ We have done too much already to
prejudice our Souls; now  let us ufe all
pollible care and induftry to recover and

fawg them. |
Sirs, I befeech you in the Bowels of
Chrift, and by all that fhould be dear and
. " valuable

e
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valuable to you, to concern your {elves fo
for your Salvation, as in a little time you
will certainly wifl you had, What a chang
-will Death quickly make in every one of
you ? O lofc not Heaven and cternal Glof
1y, for Shadows! Lofe not your Souls fof
Trifles! Quit you now like den.  Be watch!
fuly ferions and diligent. Gird wup the loinsd)
your minds, be [ober, and hope to the end. My
- Brathren, dearly belowed and longed for 5 m
Foy and Crown, s ffand faff in the Lord, K|
nally Brethren, wbatfoever things are trug)
wharfoever things are honeft, what oever thiny
are juft, whatfoever things are pure, whatfoe|
wver things are lovely, whatfoever things are o,
good Report 5 if there be any Vertney if there bil
‘any Praife, think on and pradlice thefe thing
with all your might and affection, and with 4|
perfeverance, - Be ye [fedfaft, unmoveable, akl
ways abounding in the work of the Lord, foral|
much as you know,. that your Labour [hall n|
be in wain in the Lord, ’

FINIS |




