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READER, EAR

Am ot concerned to enquire why other Perfons bavk -
. giruen fuch acoounts as they bave, of the mainPro.
X pofition Jaid down in the Reafonablenels of,
Chiftianity, &. of the Defign that Author bad in . ¥
publifing bis Treatile, and of the Reafon why be dbe 4
ferved the Method be bath taken to clear and prove the
grat Point treated of there. It may fuffice to dechare why
1 pprebend that b Propofition, bés Defign, and the .
Reafon of his Method are very diffevent from what they . |
bve reprofemted. them 3 which i fhort 4, becaufe I j
annothelpit. The Author of the Realonsblenefs of 4
Chriftianity, @, being perfect Mafber of bis own No: -
3oms, bath expreed them.in fuch perfpicuous and proper ]
Terms, 1 must offer Violewse to my oom Underfanding
wd Reafom, to put that Confrrudtion mfbe_m.{wbio%
fome have affgned them, ~ 4
The worthy Author-of the Animadverfions, &, bs
ving very partienlarly related what ke, sook o' be the Dt
fign, &c. of the Author of the Reafonablenefs, &z,
cafioned my festing down-all almg s 1 vead bik deon
}.wbat I conceived was the Defign, 8¢, of the aforeliid,
1 thor 3 and my- making. [onse Obfervations. m what




" Preface io the Reader,

ki o b Pl b o fiheRes

onablenefs of Chriftianity, & which are wow) pub-

Jifhed to promp others to perufe assentively that exgellent

R

© o "Tteatife,, and tospake themtbues Mipers of Hhe Trinks
 there delivered  and becane 1 am porfaded 13 heivher
© the Do@rings delivered in the New Teﬁgﬁ@gnt, ot

T

Chriftians, can bave their full Right done they
 ple do underfhand and ensersain the great Pojnt inffed on
¢ the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, &iand do pre-
ferve thimjebves nder the Influenve and Con%y& ofit. It
# a Notion, that tends nos o siueh to grinify fomk Peo-
s Ambition, and ferve their fecular. Iberef, @ ano-
ther may3 But it % more adapred to"shs Advawige of

Chriffians Growth in Seripture. Krivwlidge, and ol God
Iinef of livingy and o their rational Gonfort andgood
C Aflarance, toan any other Notion I

L One ching which bath occafisnddd Wany to éhtertdh o

- Prejudice againg tié Reafonablenefs of Cheiftianity,

S
)

deting bhofe .Cmbpoﬂrqr' we' vill Cieeds, viz, T
fateying that ab the Avticles cotained in by oF fork of
the Creads, are abfolusely neceffavy to be explicitely beliend
do'waks Men Chrifians. Goncerning which, 1 [hall -
[ * R

f .

8 Thi et ot of the Authors we bave, who wrte

- of & Craed in their Dags.  So shat we catmot bt ay
Virtaingy vhat thete s any fuch shing, during the Fird
were Chrifians during that fpate. L
1. 2, Creails were wob originally defigned to velase whi
L “Aetitles were abfolusely ricceffary to be. explicively beliewel

L 'ty ‘make Min Chrifians (though.fome did afterward

2atn them tb that purpofe) b to divetk the Clergy, any
b whowe toinfrué s e Masirs of Re

. ‘,),. .
g
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u’!] Peo- N

e, and undefled Religion, and will igptribute mnve to
acquainsed with,

&%, Loomteivz s 4 wrong Notidh thej bave intbibed con.

I tha fivS3 Century after Chrifh, dorb make any menti

Hundred Tears afver Christ, thoughwe arevery fure thes

i
v xﬁ

taight,  And o Chrifian's Faith muft be groiinded on B-
wiidende that ‘be or bis Apolles bave tanghi it, Noiw

i Apoles bowe taught fuh or fich & Do, which

Prefuce to the Readér,

Tigion, what Heads, Points, or Artiches und Dt

of ‘Faith they were to take particalar Care'to difoome o
and’ infift o in order to ’fgéi_r building ﬂfB@éw’z{; {; -
theit mift Holy Faith, - Of this wery ghod Eidenot miight
be produced] from Antiguitys if there were ascafim,

3. We bite o certainty eonctrning the precife Nunhoy

- of the Artitles which 4id make wp the Fift Civeds, W

are certain that fome of the Articles that wo einflitute

the oldeft Cregdls we bivve: any Knowledge of, weremor a8

firft in them, our svure afterwards added ow particslar

ocedfioms, e

4. A Doddrinds being placed in a Creed, s far from

mitking the expliciteﬂ“lgelief of i, a‘bﬁl:{t’efl} ge{eﬂa]; to :
mike Men Chriftians, that it doth sus make it an Objef 5"
of "Ghriftian Faith, *No Dodirine i an Objelt of Chrie g
Jrian Faith, bus what Fefus Chrift or bis Apoftlis bate L

the placing of & Ducirine in’ a Cried, dith not make
i8'a Duliring that Chrit, 8. hive vanghs, wor doth
it ﬁ;jj?_qéently evidence that they bave Jf@”gl"’ it AChis
[Fian @ [uch, i not to belirve any Dicjrine lzem]é it ®
i & Creed 5. though when be & cowvinced thas Chrigh, or

35 placed in'a Creed, ba is to beligve it. ~ He that fhould
Jay that Faition firft occafioned. Men's compofing of Creeds, -
and that the Abufe of Creeds hath contributed mo fwall
Afibance to the maintaining and keeping wp of Faifions;
wonld wot be wholly disbeleved.  Creeds gre of grow
afe, if hey be ufed avight, We may fay of a Creedw
the Apoftle doth of the Law, ¥ Tim, 1, 8, We know a
that it is good, ifa Man ufe it lawfully. A
1 bear that fome who (baving & Mind totalk of whay
shey do wor wnderfand) apply thomfebves to rail againff

the Reafonalencts of Chrilianiy, & in the |
- Ptaley wirh which theworft o Mo made ik N
el wih i she o o o e s e
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© Preface to the, Reader

L o Word, that it is contrary to the C’ht.lr‘c!)_‘Qf Eng-
S ;:::,Wo]rf ’tbe[e Peaple ate capable of thinkin ) -,wquld
" they exercife that Faculty to any good purpefey they mighe

* " eafily perctive that when Fefus Chrift and bis Apoftles |
| ;;;ffvl{'gz:j:‘mimd a point, it 4 the mofi. ﬁandalom. and
wicked Afperfion that can be devifed, to pﬂtenzl o intro-
duce the Church of England in oppofition to them. Had -

o e that refpect for, and woﬂléiﬂej pay to the
N ggflrl(’:ifp:f Engla{lﬁd that ’Defere_me which & due to ber,

sbey would ot proftitute. ber venergble: Name at every

* purn, in Imitation of thofe bad Perfins who neither be-

Jieving in our Blefled Saviour, nor in the Living Gody ~
do confrantly prophane their Sacred Names, when ever
they barve 6 mind 0. give vent 19 fome wnveafowable

':Pa%’e‘r.e it one thing which ﬁmulJ ‘gar'tz'cz‘z'larly’ recom
mend the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, & 1
good Chriftians, and for which they can bardly fet too

great 4 value on it, viz. That i fully efolues fomie Dif.

Jris in our Saviowr's Condué} (which I (bink) were
%c:'e:l;:’ougbly cleared to the Wrld, 1il it was pub-
“lied. T
. Some time affer the folowing Obfervations were fent
f \'fo t/:em;reﬁ,, If met with fome Paers swrit by Mr. Bd-
" wards, againft the dubor of the Realonablencs of

- Chriftianity, &«: and againft my [elf 5 but 1o pafs
“them over “withow [aying any tbz%

‘ ! imte[i Civility that can be exprefled to thas Wriser,
oy

- Your Faithful Ser\}anr,

OBSER:

of them, & the

* nder the ate Reigns, affrming confidentlj upon theit .

" ”“f'“, .‘.:"xv
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| F or-itis hardly tybe conoeived ¢hat e Rational Pefs.
| 10

ke a o i ; " o . .‘
. ANIMADVERSIONS

1

,

e

| Redtnblonf o Gy, 8,

- Obfervasions on the Profice,

T cannot be denied. but.that a wrofig Cofffiu:

 Gtion-may be pot upon a very. good and ufes

 ful Book: And that what ¢ difContfes:of may.

"™ be reprefented quite contrary tqi whit: the.

| Author"dgﬁgned, and hath delivered in fmoft intels.
ligible, appofite; and plain Expreffions, . Now if a.
Perfon who pretending to write againft a Book; he

" does not rightly underftand, or mis-reprefents; doth
.pr(_S\‘pofe'ffany'thing"that;isv»perte__nent in oppulitionto.
that Book, it is very rational to {uppofe his deing fo +
1§ racher-to . be attributed to Chanee, tharv to the:Fxe =
aitifs of bis Fudement, and his. certain Intwtion,.

i

ori-will deliberately -and a%viﬁdly;z: Write any thin




- though he doth not appreben
" fer any, Confiderations to wea

. the Author he profefleth to oppoies

. down, ~and €

_ can be produced to prave t

. if he who undertakes to pr

b”‘&what he conceives hath 3 cl'earl 0‘1‘; oleth
u‘th what he dirédly and 1mmed!%$¢.§‘-,=},?f;i.tgo[, h
o be e Sbjet of bis Difourfe Bl CCEEp
.t fome diftance g s at the Boo Propoficions
aét he mainly defigns o c-onﬁrm‘tg?ﬁ"! ror?trary to,
Ke vla‘ys‘down (as he 60!)‘?9.'1.""5) | q"?e.f;.ghg 1>ropoﬁti“-‘j
thofe delivered in "ha.tﬁl%? '?k"h vlz?;rlwell “confiftent,
ons on both fides are 1n mtd '(0;,:h§'_,{§an hardly of:

ken the Force, or ex-

the’ Propofitions’ advanced by

pofe .the Truth of fe. but thofe very

. 4 : Jro-
Confiderations wil agCQl‘Q@lQ};‘h&{%“?\d k;‘;;’tﬁ?yl cran

ofitions,and reflect as unluckily on t endto'fuppofé
P the Ot,her » whiclit will not be allowe ol o
'gnwife and prudent Writer could defigh.

in Wor h, let hitm

' e in Words oppofech,
m‘,lﬂgll‘(;s ?:dAg{t’tg%lliﬁl his own .Aﬂertlonst ;;r::rAﬁ).
?\zgngly,'he dogs not at all diftrels what ,

thor huth indeed Publifhed. One Man affirms,

AV T T i o to'bo )
that al‘the: Doflrines which are abjolutely nectfary

belizved to make Men Chriftians, o ?’Szlzﬁﬁf}zj?, /Ke
Jid dou i e Gools vk 45 o she RS
nothcln;prbfeffe,th to olipo[e.z(t‘l;;s‘,’oixrlsd-t:) 'e;rove s
nd elaborarely -endeavours |
‘Provolition; That the Epiftles are part of tb: Szlf; Z}f
sa«ul;,g 'Faitb’; ~ Now bothitheif;: lzr(zgsg‘ng?gum‘émé?
E e St aﬁ:: ljt:er, comport very

ell with the Truth of th , |
| :1’1 invalidate, but may very much ¢o

.wer- Propofition,.
Paflages which refleton the former Propofition,

i d
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‘ s o
former, and cannot.a

; ‘ dfirm 1t ‘-mvBut |

e the acter, do Jet fall

: il A ith.

. thole Paffages have really the fame ﬂlhﬁlf;pggtt ‘Zlo-v

S ,relacio‘nto‘%ﬁs‘own.l’rppoﬁtmn; thez're g o
L thers ‘;’}?he:wmle amoiints to RO MOTE; | i

. ‘ [ SR b o ,'f"v{‘)_i
o
fhould declare that allthat sablolitely riceffary to
¢ believed to make a Man a Chritian, or to Sal
vation, is-delivered in theEpiftles. . And another.
ont :of afors.of Zeal for -the Gofpels and the Acks
ftiould profefledly oppofe. that Propafition , and
publifh-a: Baok'to prove that.the Gofpels and: Adts
are part of theRule of SavingFaith, But whenche E
Queftion is chis, feeing the Doctrines abfolutely ne- = ¥
ceffary to be belioved to make Men Chuiftians, are
laid down both i the Gofpels and Aés; and in the
Epittles, s what parts of the New Tefamenr may it

e best difeerned which be she- DotFrines thas are’ abfo~ E
butely woceffary 10 be beligved o make Man Chriftians 2 ;
Then-certain Reafons may'he affigned-why -they y
may-be better difcerned by confilting the Goipels *
and Adls, than the Epiftles. .

Peoples mifieprefenting a good Book may be de- ;
rived from various Originals, as Wilfilnefs,  Inad. f
vertence, Weaknels, Prepofleflion, ére. Iwillnor 1

fufpedt that the Author of the-Animaduerfins (lately

. Printed at Ofird) in she Reafiiablensfs of - Chrifia~
ity as delivered in the Scriptares, bath mifreprefented
thac excellent Treatife, through an Indulgence to
any thing for which he may be juftly blamed; e
caufe he writes for the moft part with-fo much i
Temper, and hath made 2 Profeffion: in the Clofe . -
of his Preface {o every- way becoming -a. worthy .
and good Chriftian. - Bur if T-underftand che true
Meaning of the Author-of - the Reafonablenefs  of

- Clriffianity, Scc, -as exprefled-in that Treatife,. itls
mightily mifreprefented inhole Animaduerfuns,how
innocent and-larmlefs foever the Author may bein’
whathehasdone; -+ - U g
~ That Imay do both thefe Authors all the Righe I~
am able, 1 will.obferve-all along, ‘whereini thiey:do -

agree, “aitd gifeds tri, iomparclal, and diflindaf .
.“g? E _8 CB zp,,a 2 Ky

ung

./“4‘( et
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~ Accoufit of the-Séafé of chq,Réaﬁlez e of Ol | outely meceilary to make Men Chirifans, byt
! ?’%ityeaﬂsﬂ can, in thole Poinss treatad fgfkﬂ.?"féj ~ WhatisTnjoyacdby the cléar and expref D?ciarggt S
iy nthe Fet and Thivd Parss of cheEAMRAE ) - o0 of Scripbire t0 be belisved for that purpole,
o V:é’nﬁons:;.%nd-;:t-'ak&ifom@"”9““3.:-'(’{*%‘“"?‘@”& W c of - And1 af{dfmsClaufe tor this Reafons amongfto. .~
* fiuth offored; againftwhat he bah alledges G G - fhers Bebaife Whoover tnpifech'on People ceriatn -
}.. - gl Reafomableneff of - Cbri/lmmt]r.&9};;,;,{%‘% N o DQ&"TQ‘?‘?‘?;‘ (f}l’OUFh the Doctrines are really Chiifts
C . maypioceed the more ordatly, il bR EY - Dodracs) sty necefly o be belieied o
~ Oblervations where the. Amhor,;of'ﬁgbc ‘nfm\;’ Eere | gllake MénChnﬁhns,w}nch Chiift dnd his Apo-
© fonsbegins bisy wic, P 1. of is P dhorofthe | b bave ot declared to be abloluely pecearg tg
: " b declates his Agreement with the Author 0 20 _gib{clmeg; 0 miake Mén Chrifians; doih o5 fedlly
 Reafinblenef of Chriianity, 8. That sb wf | advance a Borgn ditboriy, and et & wp equally
" yional Means of flewcing ol Religions -C”””-‘*'Z‘"ﬁerifh;s' | With Chilfts, s doh Who impolich any thing
o bo sabietbe Soriptures for theonly ‘Rule of Ja doment | acsg,.tlec?ﬂ‘a'r?xvpgr;qf the Chritid Religion, which -
Fapprebend is & e Accoupt of thexlg. %,m_ | F tif aﬂq;ﬁmﬁ_-Mﬁﬁl@‘fﬁfévéﬁj"gjade a part of it. |
% of the:Author of the Reafonablenefs of Chri ll'e " Lor notwithftandiiig’ the Dottfines which are of.
ty, concerning this Mattet ; And ..l~conc,€l(Ye X in 1 ﬁlmedfit.();a?@'é?ﬁﬁwy hecellary o be believed to
. giees' with the Auchorof the Animadver ‘°‘“’d o | make-tefr’ Chtllians, be Doctiines which Chiifi '
the aain of that Reafon which be hath am}exe ° | hath taqg}gt‘};x}{‘e:&.t‘i!f e hath ot tadght that «fie Be:
that Propofition. Though to cxprefs.\wh;l ‘ h aggrfe liet °€ d’?_’ﬁ,;‘?]@@‘if@‘? Meceflity'to make Men
hend, a more clear and full Account Octh'qﬂ' ‘;i‘ ?}“‘“{‘}? but anly ‘requiresthem to be believed
" of the Author of the.}{ea{:onablenefs of C 1l Fme | o ‘ot}}ﬁ.’ urpofés, ‘fgl‘"c';l‘_eqaflfibg tlie Belief of e
ty, e, 1 will take the Liberty toword it 1010 N abloltely necellry to iake' Men Chrifbians,
 Places, otherwifé than this Author hath dop(i(, 2nd muft be P“?"F‘?PO? 4 Founddtior ahd Aurliority dis
to add one Paffage ot Claufe he hath not-1n eé et - | Bindk fro Chiift's and Hils Apoltles ; ‘which there- /
% For there might be fome probable Gg?un sto | fore at be_ﬂ_ can bé but Hamane Authorlty, THI
¢ hope for & happy Conclufion of all Di .phqceshm this C‘*‘“&W agreed to, the former Claufesinthe = |
¢ Religion, if all ‘pa\rtics_-wou\d\lqynﬁfueﬂnf isthat | Reafon, w Lnot avail mach, o put 4 Happy Con i
¢ no-Chiitian Ought,tg;hﬁfe(}u“@.@‘fm'behevedany | clufion to Religions Controverfies, Befides, 1 cane 8
¢ ching. but what is: injoyned by thi clear o N underfiand why tho affimell Acthority of the
.« prefs Declarations of Scriptuse, fior ?‘.‘Y‘g“g.t. | foveral Patties may not be yieldedto, for the dect.
. ijoyned, till it bomade appeat tobim; AL ingof particular Controvesfc n Religions Mat. ¢
S ‘g.g‘bmioyned.;andthat noChrxﬁtan‘gmay\W}eh:o‘: ters, as well a’s_'fgr' the determining and affl mng BT
¢ with-hold his affent from any "Aftld.f‘;‘ “’Sh‘cﬂa*" what P oints are to be be belleved i orderto any
tpedrtobim 0 be f‘”‘i“‘?y delvated tnthe L0 | Peoples beng Chyritans, Iibaveiteo othrstoen.
o rSgpuures o The Glaofe Lihalladdis thi, 5 | G0c how muckl, Men's affning Authoriy fom.
SRS h‘uchi‘d@féﬁghts?mbe;rrgquedsco:;be 'bch?'v‘c(?s o || et cortain of Cheis Docteings, withoyt his War,

: 0 _jolutely ¥,
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sant, asablolutely neceflary fo be beligved, o make, gﬁg&, -'I?,Qr{c}n;;‘helxeves a certain Doditing'to he
" Men Chrillans, heth contfibuted t0 t_h:g:;;r,.,ﬁtr?gpb@ mon i f’! ﬁch e never taught, ‘upon.he! Tefhi. -
ing the like Authority further, even, (0 ke fome, y ol lugh.a Perlon, oy Ghurch s or whethehg -

" things Parts of tti'e"C‘}?i;ﬂ":?‘ﬂ“a&“uﬁi.‘?“f’i " '-..,L(}hh@‘,‘?}‘ﬁ‘ | :f’f: © B%*lp?f“{m?;Chni:f’tu:ba?,tht certainly taught;
and bis Apoltles _hz}quq&F!ﬂFhQF‘?ﬁ@:}gWW;3‘,3“‘“*‘ : ‘Whi haC ho };{ganccaﬁaw to’ a. certain; -Rurpo(e_’:' .’
Tumoully donein the Charch of Re%%;.;??@.??‘bél’é colliry oo  herct declargd to.be abfolutely :ne.
i fome degree, in'mo‘(};gf,‘tb@Par}f{gﬁf‘aﬁ.:ﬁM}'l-‘?"?_m;’*. o "y 1o, that purpo Qb;&ﬁoﬂ the fame Teftis -
et 16 my becaly wproteto ol aha ey B Budon Hor the Graundy o
ate Chriftians, that they are to beligve fiich or fuck | 3]‘;"» an : Reafon of the Befief.n both Cales-is -
Bogrines, by fewiag them plaioly fb%&@br#ﬁ;lgf‘ o Y&fy ame, and is an Aughority - diftinét from
fs, whom they.have sicited © b8 S Sl T e 6 Auborof the A
" hath taught ;hem.‘ “Bat. WbenWe’lequ&t&tho Gi ‘:‘”0 } .J}ér'fn me. neXt;fPlaceai the” Author of the Animads
e not Chrllian o biliee thep, sy e | FEog 8, hat he chugh wss e miin D
L ceffary to make them ‘,C;xﬁﬂ¥‘?§!'§'¥5’f‘.""-,-‘:":5.“\“:('-)‘:~,‘*«9s;9r23 ﬁ%::‘ of the Author of: the Reafonablenefs of. Chri-
= take to prove to them, th‘e',:‘Ifr\;t\}}gf:,vt,hglfq;pgé’grxggg ‘ ,‘_!}l]!'tyl? ‘/” dn thefy Words: € The maify Defign
 pyfomeother Mediumthan Chrifs uthorty. B0t ¢ gl 1 the Anthor of the Reafonablenefs of Chri
it cantiot rationally be expﬁ&edthaif %?P‘e who' {’3‘3f‘Y3 ¢, feems to have had, is, to lay down
" do not believe Jefus to be the Meffiabiort ig Chrilt . lucha Scheme; of Faith only;. as he finds delivered
will affentto, believe, and receivg Dofings, ‘ae“ﬁi ‘c ?f riptare;. and not to, reft faisied. wih chofe
ly becaufe be, they do not blieve to b the GBI | ectionsof Aricles, whichare tobe metwithin
s angh the - M‘Wh&qthg\ ate brought ftq I e_cfgmmlon Syftems, without any fufficient war-
helieve tha Jeis is the - Meffih, fo.as totakebim ot 1 = rgxiqt,goxn seriptre. I will keep as nearas 1 can
their Lord aind King, if thatdlo nof conftidure them | 0 \‘b“s Authar’s-Words, in relating what I conceive
Chiiftans, it willnot fuffice to make them Chiiltiz 1. 79 b¢ the Truch touching this Matter, - The main
o ¢ them that Chrift hauti taghe fuch Defign of the Author of the Reaf: P
ans, to prove £o them. hat LRI BAL BT 50 gty dve, foems 4 e éafonablenels of Chri.
or fuch Doérings, which therefore they. muft be. | ianiy, &. figms to have had, 45 to one. main
live, butit muff be proved o f‘-‘s-e’m‘»».‘!m.t“*““”;?? o 0*(‘ his Book, wis to lay down firch & Scheme
Telus hath tangh chat fthje(:q fame Doirincs are ab o t }; ¢.matters of - Faith only, that are abfolutely
,i{utely neceflary. to b‘c'.bal‘xcv;&d}o make them Cb‘._l‘ 3?‘33 ary to ,be,bghcve(.j. t0 take a Man  Chriffis
e unlelthei believin this Branchopon b | P40 e e found celitord i the Sripre bie |
*other Auchority will ferve._thcturr.;;gg};ph@ that will _FOP?O lay down fuch a Scheme of thofe Matters of
.~ do the Bufinefs, why may they not be required to | falth,_as he found in Seripture; which any Man .~~~/
I elieve that Jefoss the Meflish upon the fame Au- | - alter he is a Chriftian, -may be neceffarily oblic

FIREAN

e 6 other Dodkri d to Believe: The Reafon v iy e
toricy ? and conlequently all the other Dodtrings |- & jeve: The Reafon why. the ‘Aythos
he flaZl Authority Thall be pleafed to :}v,quch? The Olf ;he Reafonablenefs did -not re‘ﬁ?fati sed with
Difference is not much in rational Difcourfe, “:hgr thole  Collections of Aﬁticles_ which are.to.;ba

L
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st with in ‘the cotimon Syftems doth fot appeat
to be, becanfe all or rioft, or’pethdps any oi the
Articles in‘fome of thofe Syfteins were Without any

. fufficient. Warrant fiom Scriptres - Thotigh it may
 be, the: Compoféts of thiofe Syftems might aflert
* fomething concerning feveral of thofe-Aricles, for

which there might not be any fufficlent Warrant
from Scripture.  Thereinight be fofficient Warrant

" from Scripture for the Articles thiehnfelves 3 and not

the like- Warrant for every thing thofe -Authors

. might deliver concerning them.  But the.-Reafon‘S
*why he was not fatisfied with thofe Collections feem

» tomerobe, 1. Becanfe thofe Collections did not

agred ; -fome of them confiting of more, fome-of

_ fower Artickes, and thofe wliich had the greatett

number, left out fome of the Articles which were

- infifted on, or inferted in, another, - 2. Becaufe it

was pretended by the Coimpofers of thofe Syftems, -
or their Followers,. ot both, that all the"Amcl'es col-
lected into thofe Syftems were neceffarily to be be-

licved to make Men Chriftians, Now according
" to that Notion, what certainty tould therebe, who | -

o . ; M
were Chriftians, or to be admitted and owned as

fiuch? whilft thete was fo great a Difagreement |
"~ concerning the Articles which were abtblugely"qe;‘ i
ceffary to be believed to make Men Chriftians ¢ @&
" Tor thofe who were: Chriftians according to the ™"
Compofers and followers of one Syftem, were not.

Chriftians according to the Followers of. another,

becanfe they wanted fomething n their Judg- |

ment, abfolutely neceflary to make: them Chri-

© fhians. -The Defign of thofe who write Syftems of
| Chriftian Divinity (1-apprehend) fhould be to col-
" led thofs Articles which are mainly infifted on 1n
" theNew Teftament, and to which moftor all that is - }
. delivered in thofe Sagred Writings may be perti+ |

o e TR pently )
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nently and conveniéntly reduced, together withan
account of the principal things there taught, ‘coné = -
- cerning thofe Articles, “And if the Compoférs of . © ]
Syftems did carefully diftinguifh the Articles thofg -~
Sacred Writings teach, are ablolutely néceflary tg
be beligved to make men Chriftidns,, from thofs
which are of great Moment to' be knowsn 4nd belie. - -
ved by them who-are already Chriftians, 1 am of
Opinion," the Author of the Reafonablenefs of Chn :

ftianity would. not chink their doing fo; any Ble. =

,,,,,,

mifh to their Syftéms, and that he ‘would not be B
diffatisfied with any of thofe Articles of  which

their Syftems fhould confift, nor with any thing

they fhould fay concerning thofe Atticles, which

hag fufficient warrant from Scriptire, 7

¢ Andto this end (faith the “Author of the As
¢ nimadverfions)he has run through-the Gofpels and -
¢ A&s to difcover upon what Terms our blefled Sar -~
“ viour, who firft founded, and his Apoftles, who

‘. afterwards built up Chriffianity, admitted Meni
“ into that Religion. |

 dnfw. ‘The Author of the Reafonablenefiof Chri-
* ftianity finding fo great aDifagreement amongft the

Writers of Syltems, concerning the Articles which

~ muft neceflarily be believed to make Men. Chriftis

ans, did betake himfelf o she fole reading of the Seripe
tares; to dilcover npon what Tesms our bleffed Sa-
viour, and his Apoftlés did admic Men for Difciples.

or Chriftians, or did own them to be Chriftianss
“And bpon his having made an attentive and biaftd
Searchthiroughout the Scriptures, upon what Terms <
they admitted Men into the Chriftian: Religiong
he found that what thofe Terms were, were beff -+
to be difcerned in the Gofpels and Ads of the'Apor
poftles ; and for that Reafon, conflnddhimlfin his' -~
giving “an account of thole Terms, to ‘cbgfreﬂggené;;, o

i

R, T
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and exac Relations which aregiven of them in thofg
partsof the New Teftament. . . .
¢ And (faith the Author of the Animadverfions)

¢ having declated at large all that he can find requi-

¢ ted by them.to make a Man a Chriftian,’ which
¥ he tells us wps only the b,?lieving Jefus to be the
¢ Meflish; he. ¢onclpdes,  that nothing ought to be
¢ 4 'made neceflary to be believed now, which was
©+ Snotfo then; nor any Articles impofed upon us,

- ¥ which were not injoyned. in order to Salvation, -
g i thofe'parts of Scriptore which he has confider-

“ed ; which along, according.to him, declare the

¢ levers or Chriftians. . ...

. Anpw: THe Ruthor of the Reafonablenefs of Chri-
ftianity having fhewn at large, thet Jefus Chrift and
his Apoftles did ot require ‘any thing to be belie-
~ved a5 ablolutely heceflary fo, make a Man who be-
lieved in the only  Troe and Living God, a Chrifti-
an, but only this, that Jefus was the Meffiah: He
concluded that’ nothing ought now to be impofed

¥ Cofditions npon which Men are denominated Be-

make Men Chriftians, which is not injoyned asabs
,. folutely neceflary to be believed in ordr to Salvati:
. on, in the Gofpels and Ads, in which parts of

cerned. But T do not remember that he doth any.
where fay, that the Golpels and Adts are the Parts
of Scripture, which ‘alone declare the Conditions

- Chriftians. He doth exprelly declare, that the Ar-

L ftians, dre to be found inthe Epiftles, Resfonab,
o Chipini, & p 95

on Men, as abfolutely. neceflary to be believed to

Scripture, the Conditions upon which Men are de-
noinated Believers or Chriflians,are beft to be difs

“upon which Men are denomitiated Believers or

- ticles neceffarily to be believed to make Men Chri- -

. lieved by them who are/

A ?'( : I‘_I ' ) L ,ml
¢, This way of exathining.opr Faith by the Scrip: -~~~
“ tore (fath the Author.of the Animadverfions)

 had been an unexceptionable method for fixing the
“mieafire of it, 1f he had omitted no"Aticles which

“ are there madg .as neceffary, to be believed by all
¢ Chriftians, 4 what s oblerved in his Treatife, -

- Anfw. The Method then obferved by the Authof
of the Reafonablenels of Chriftianity, & wasune .
exceptionable forthe fixing the Mealute of Faith,

o far as bie was inuiring after it ; viz.: what Artl:
ticles are ablolutely ne.qﬁféry to be believed to make -
a.Man a Chyiftian (not what Asticles may be ne-
‘ceffary tobe believed by.all, or any Who are alfeas

dy Chriftians) provided he did not-omit any Artir

cles which the Seripture. makes apfofutely, neceflary

“to be believed to make a Méfh:;f’C\irlﬁié‘n{'And'if he

hath omitted any fiich. Arcicle, that,may.bé a good - -
Txception againft his Collffion, but not againft his
Method. - But had he colleéted a certain Number of
Articles delivered in th?'fSGfiﬁiu'ré, ‘propé to be be-

,,,,,

Chriftians, arid then affifa

d that every oné who is, or ever fhall, b a Chrifti-

an, muft neceffarily, explicitely belicié every one of

them, and’ no Chriftian muft ‘beliéve any more 5 I

think there would have been very juflt Ground to
_have excepted againft bis Colletion, how unexcep-
tionable foever his way, of examining cf Faith had
been ; unlefs he could have proved that every Chri- .~
ftian fhall have both Capacity to undgrftand every

one of them, and Space enough to be convinged -

that every one of them s delivered i'thjé’ff})"fﬁi‘éi"M,}
ny.more Articles may be neceflary cobebelieved by -
fome Chriftiansthan may benecellary to be believed.
by other Chiiltians ; becaule fome may attain to the * <
Knowledge of more Articles, and that they arede- -~
livered in Scriprires than many Gthér very good +- ¢
R \ ~ Ghriftians




" f ticles from what are it down in the Gofpels Xﬁd

. Chriftians can. The Authof of the Riealonablens
of Chriftiaity; &' appeafs to be'a Pérfon, whofg
* Underflanding and Charity :iré"@f;"a'diffg‘réi\lﬁjs'i'zq
fiiom: theifs, ‘who are for Perfos fwall6wing Attia

“cles- of Palth, “as fome People do- Pils, a pretife

 Number (becaue fid to be taketibutof fich a Box,
o of fiich a Perfons pref;:fibid%‘) to. make their O-
- peration certain, without uidéritanding either what
they are made of, or for what particular Realons
. they are to be adminiftred. -~ - -
<€ For that there are others réquired even'to make
*4.Man a Chriftian in f‘t_be}ﬁ*.fpar'gs of - Sacred

¢ Writ, from whence he hath'éxtraded his Articlé
¢ of Faith, is (faith the Author of the Animadver-
¥ fions) what I purpofé to ake appeat in the fol-
¢ lowing Oblervatios. =~ ' =
" dnfiw.” Piove from any part of the New Telts-
‘ment that ther¢ are othet Articles diftinét from
~thofe the Author of the Reaforiablenefs of Chrifti-
aiity doth infit ont, which "are taught by -Chrift
and his Apoftles to be ablolutely neceflary t0b¢ be-
Tieved to-miake 2’ Man'a ‘Chitftian, you do your
bufinefs as effeciually, as if you prove it from the
Gofpels and Adts.  Butthis Authr intends to prove
~“more that this, not only that there are more Do-
. Grines in the Gofpels and Ads ablolutely neceflary

\‘ " tobe believed to make Men Chriftians, than the
‘Author of the Reafonablenefs of Chriltianity hath

et down inhis Treatile; but that there are Da-
~ Qines in the Epiftles, which are not in the Golpels

" and the Ads; which yet arc abfolutely neceﬁa:y

to be explicitely believed to make Men Chriftians §
s appears from thele following Wordst

¢ Asallo to fhew that there are fome ditingt Ar-
’,

!

: ¢ necellary to bebeligved to.Salvation, - &
- Anfo. Here this, Author undertakes to fhew, not
that there.ar¢ Agtigles in. the Epilles-diftinét from .~

(1)

- Adsy deliveredsin,the Bpiftles, that are ab,gpxg;ay:[ o

J

all, which .are. fer:down in the Gofpels: and Ads,

which may be neceffasy to, be: believed fo,Salvati- -
on 3 for bt thefeAuthors agres %to that: Bug -
that. thefe. diftind Ardles are abfolutely neceflary
torbe explicitely, heligved to.make Men: Chriffians,
o to Salvation,$o that fhould aPerfon. upanfopnd
Conviction, heartily yield up himfelf; withont any .
Refervation, unto Jefus: Ghrift, -as the Meffiahy
 andunfeignedly receive bim for his Lord, tobeabe -
folucely governed by him; - yea,:.fhould fincerely

follow his Condudt a5 long as he lives, and.having

ateained the Knowledge of all the Articles tanghe -
in the Gofpels and Adts, does. firmily affent to, ag,nd |

helieve every ong of ‘them, .and makes fich ufe of
them as Chrift: requires :in fhort; thowgl he. re.
penss truly of his Sins, tnrns. to-the: Lord heartily,
and cléaves unto him with purpofe. of Heart all his

Days, yet happéning to dig before he doth explicite.

ly know and believe thefe diftinét Articles delivered

in the ,Epiﬁl,.es, he-is- no.Chriﬂian,, nor.can POF-

fibly be faved, notwithftanding his being ignorant
of them cannot” juftly be itnputed to him as his

Fault, ‘Thisis a Notion which muftbe very clears
ly proved from Scripture, before.I can, fubmitto,
and embrace it, This Poine, the, Author of thg Av
nimadverfions undertakesto prove, ‘Hetellgs: .+ -
- Tnanfwer to that Affestion of our. Author, thag - -,
itisnotin the Epiftlesthat we are to.eacnwhat
* are the Fundamental Articlos of Faithy with.fome

~ ¥ others of the like Natire, ... v b ey s




i

 Kuthor hath undertaken in his'A

- (1) o
- dfw. Thie author of the Réafonablenéfs of Chri-

fhianity doth riot fay the Fuiridamental Articles of

Faith, i, thofe Asticles which are abfolitely- ne-
ceffary to bebelieved to makeMen Chriftiatis, -are

ot in the Epiftles, but he (it they are there'syet

what they are tiiay be beft:difctned in the Gofpels

and Ads: First Vindicationof b Reafomablenefs, &c:

3 p. 14+ ThisPoint-is fo fully cleared, and- ftrorigly

difcourfed in'his Second 7 indiéat?dizgﬁs 192,1§3,134:h8

Reafon of Mankind I think ‘cati rdife no'colourable
Objection againftit ; 1fhall referchetReader thither

- fora thorough “tnderftanding of: the Matter,-and

perfedt Satisfaction concerning’it ; unlefs what thig
‘ nimadvetfions can
be proved, iz That theré ate certain Articles in
the Epiftles which are not in'the Gofpels and A,
which-are abfolutely’ neceffary to be believed to
niake Men Chriftians. Ifthiscan-be proved, then
it will beplain, that it is‘in the Epiltlesthat we muft
neceffarily look for fome of thofe Articles, which
are necefTarily to'be believed to make Men Chrifti-

ans,. for then they are not all to:be found in the-

Gofpels, and in the Adks, and it will be in vain to

- Jook for them all there, where they are not all to be

found. - :

O ik s the Reafon fikh the Author of the

¢ Animadverfions) that I give the Title of a Vin

| ¢ dication of the Epiftles to the former part of thefe
| e
{ . gnfw. Theformer Part of thefe Animadverfions -
- being defigned to anfiwer thie Reafon why:the Title,

A Vindisitiaw of - the Epifbles, & given to°ity-we are

" notio look for Proofs of their Diving Authority,

 that being acknowledged on both fices, ‘ot vif we
L find any thing of that Nature there, how ufeful fo-
. evép'the faid Confiderations may be, with Relation

: to

Auticles than what are fet down ifi the Gofpels‘and

Adts, which are abolutely neceffary to He believe

0 faake Men Chriftians ;yor at 'lea'{?r‘,',f ‘that theerlgvaig
fuch Dodtrines delivered in the Epiftles, “1f there =
be any thing then in this Firft pat of e Animads
verfions which belongs not to one of thefe Polts,

ivisfo far fbr’e‘igg;;fo,thé préfEnt“Debate. RS

" This Author feéms to. faggett in the ThxrdPég@ -

of his Preface, by placing my Name in the Mar-
gin, that I have given fiich an Account of the e

fig‘n-thc’e‘Authqr of:the Reafonablenels; &, had =
in publifhing his Treatif¥, a5 is not confiltent with

v

that Account the Author himfelf hath™ given
count the Author hie v given of

gle Defign he had theréin, in the Sixth Paggf: of his
irlt Vindication, where he faith he chiefy defined

it for thofe who were not thraighly and firmly Chriftians,

¢ . . '

‘ Of whxrop, faith this Author, I 6nd no Intimation
. inthe Treatife it felf. - But a Perlon ‘may find it
in the Title, efpecially after the Author hath mind-
ed him in the fame Place; that heisto learn from

the 'Ijitkf, for whom he chiefly intended ity and
hath in s Second Vindication manifofted how pro- -
. per the Title was to furnifh the Reader with 2 tue
and.juft Account of the Perfons for whiom his Trea- .
tife was chiefly defigned: ™ The Accouat T gaveof
his Defign, its true, was different dromthat “the
- Author hath given of his Defign in the Place'qio- -
- ted 5»bil;t'ic is very confiftent with hiss For he gi"\:reé. DG
an:accolint of the Perfons' for whom He -,éﬁiéﬁ'y‘:ae; i
ﬁgned h1§ Treatife ; 1 g@vei‘snAccéu’?nt’»‘éf?t{he p‘rl’inf;
expallf;Pmm he defigned to pf&q’éi&&'f;féar"fin‘:thac'f L
%‘{;&tx(@: - But 1 'do‘not remwember that 1 aity wherd. - =
al :v\‘fhat‘ That swas bis-only Defign, ‘what ‘Wa’} foever .
o N this

to. that. M 1y ) (R
“to that. Matter, it is'all befides the prefie itirpoléy’ -
firpofe;

which i to prove that the Epiftles Weré}w'rfigfdsthi;’r P
very: purpofe,’ iz to- acqiaint People with: othet




- (16 ) -
this Author had to know:that I believe that 1o bt bi
" only Defign, nor that I have declared that Lhadrco
fidered bis, Treatife with wery. great Care and Appli-
catim 3 though kt}his, Authot: s pleaféd to lay thofe
rdsto my. Charge. .7 .
W? %hls I‘{luyt_lgr alfo obfegves, That T.am of Opi-
 tion, that there is nothing morg required to make
¢ a Man a Chriftian, than the beligving Jefus to be
" ¥ the Meffiah, I
"~ Anfw. T acknowledge 1 have exprefied my felf to
this purpofe, That nothingis tequired as ablolitely
neceffary tobe believed to make a Man a Chriftian
but this, that Jefus s the Meffiah; and that a due
believing that Jelus is the: Meffiah, is -the ‘F?lth
which doth conftitute or make a Man a Chriftian.
And the Realon why 1 cxpx"cffed' my Opinion in
that manner was, becaufe Mr: Edwards did fuppofe
the Belief of the True and Living God, 4nd had

exprefly excluded the Confideration of that Article .

out of the Difcourfe ; though whether he had rea-
fon to do fo, with Relation to the Author of - the
Reafonablenefs of Chriffianizy, may be fully feen
in that Author’s Second Vindication of his Trea-
tie, . S
- Buthad be (adds this Author) given hm}felf a
€ litle more leifure to confider inco what Faith h.e
¢ himfElf was baptized; and into what he bapti-
¢ ze5 othérs, he muft have acknowledged. that the

¢ gxplicite believing in Father and Holy Ghoft, is -

¢ as much required of every ong initiated into Chti.
- fHanity, as believing Jefus to be the Meffiah: :For
¢ the Faith in the Holy Trinity has always been re-

¥ quired i order to-Baptifn.

- fnfw. Whether this Author, ot I, ‘llaveygwiv;ctfl‘
. ouﬁgﬁ% malt; leifure to-conficer into. what Faith

' w,c:f-wgr.‘g, baptized, ot others are to be baptized; 1
AT cannot

}

- .

()
cannot tell, but T fulpect my Apprehentions con-

cerning Baptifm,  are not in every refpect the fme
with his:  which of us hath confidered the Matter a

with moft exaétnefs is not to be determined by me:

nor can the Reader make a juft Decifion of the =

Point, whill T referve my own Thoughts to my

felf; which I continug to do, that no Addition may "~
be made to the Points now in difpute,” But though
I acknowledge the Faith in the Trinity, or theexe .
plicite Belief of ‘the Dodrine of the Holy Trinity -
is as much required of every one who is inirigred
into Chriftianisy, When they underfland that Jefis =~
Chrift hath canghe it, as the explicite Beliefof any

~ other Doctrine they know he hath tanghe, is, o

can be ; and that the Perfon who is to adminifter
Baptifm to others, ought explicitely to believe the
Doctrine of the Holy Trinity ; yet I am very fau
from being cereain that ‘every one who is o be ini-
viated into Chriftianity, muft neceflarily explicitely be.
lieve the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, Iam not
yet convinced that Jefus Chrift or his Apoftles did

ever require the explicite Relief of the Dodring of - |

the Holy Trinity , as abfolucely neceflary inevery
Perlon who wasto be Baptized, It may be my -

pinian, that a Perfon cannot be a Chriltian, with-

ot partaking of the gracious Influences of the Fa=

ther, Son and Holy Ghoft (wherein I may perhaps

differ from {ome worthy, learned and*good Men,

asmuch-as I may from this worthy Author about
the Point of Baptifin). But I do not perceive any

Ground to conclude that a Perfon’s percaking of their
gracious Influences, doth neceflarily depend on his

explicite knowing and believing all that Jefos Chrilt ~ -
~ hach revealed and taught, concerning the Fdther, -

Son, and Holy Ghoft, L

c ‘“Inﬁ- :
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¢ Indeed (fich this Author) at the firft, Mén
¢ ight be denominated. Chriftians upon the bare
¢ believing Jefussto be the Meffias ; yee when there
.yas more revealed concerning him, ~ and confe-
¢ quently a lasger Faith required, they could no
¢ more have continued Chriftians, if they had not
¢ believed this allo, than if they had il been alto-
¢ gether Unbelievers. B ,
ZAnfw. The Queftion here will be, whether Men
might at firft be truly and juftly denominated Chri-
ftians, upon the bare believing efis to be the Mef-
" fiah? I think the bace believing Jefus to be the Mef-
fiah, was not at any time enough to denominate
Men truly Chriftians: but that believing him to be
the Meffiah, {o as to take him for their Lord, King,
and Ruler, was at firft ablolutely neceffary tomake,
 and fo denominare them troly. Chriftians. And fuch
+ a believing him to be the Meffiah, I think, will
make Men Chriftians to theend of the World, But
to [peak ftrictly and properly, it isthe due believing
of Jefus to be the Meffiah (which confifts in Mens
believing him to be the Mefliah, fo as to take him

B P

for their abfolute Lord and King) which makesor |

conftitutes Men Chriftians, And it is their pro-
fefling of this Faith, that denominates them Chii-
fians. When more Articles of Faith were revealed,
and thofe who profefled themfelvesto be Chriftians,
did kaow they were revealed, and it was known,
that they did underftand that Jefus Chrift had re-
vealed or tanght them, they could not juftly retain

the Denomination of Chriftians, if they did not |

own and acknowledge their Belief of them ; not
becaufe the Belief of thefe Doétrines was abfolute-
ly nceflary to continue them Chriftians, but be-
cafe their refisfing to acknowledge them, when it
was known they underftood that that Jefus the

s

pros

(1)

- profefled to have recéived for thele Lotd, had

taught theh, was a Demontteation that

v . , th(t ) i

. goz f};’ncgrely _tgke hith for thife Lord','qa:;é1 e‘;g l?;g
ot that Faith"which was ‘abfolutely neceffary to

make them Chiiftians. It was not their believing

thefe new Articles, which did coriti h Chri
gfans, butthat did fusther Bvidence 31[::; t‘l;eer:; 81111:;
: c:{aigs, or dxd r¢a‘1_l‘y‘ believe what was abfolutely ne-
Thary to be believed to make them Chriftians
¢ continuance of that Faith which makes a Man
a Chriftian; contitiues him a Chriftiany ot bis

-, obtaining a new fott of Faith, or acting and exert.

- Ing the aforefaid Faith regularly, with relation to

L3

new Objeds, - " . :
ot ojod sl;ya; ltlll]ley come o be propoféd c_0, and

This Author makes one Obfervation more on |

what T have writ, which is to thi

' v s to this Effett |
h:wc_; been a little too hafly in e«kpreﬂ”meg' 1,nyT lggxl
nion of the Reafimablenefs of Chriftianity, &c. in

- the Words fet down in the Two at
A he Two and Fifti
, Page of my Animadverfions, The Reafon lhtele;?

figns for this Oblervation, is delivered in thefs

Words, Pref. . 4. ¢ Since, 1 fuppofe, -be will hard-

4 ] " ' ] e , '

) wihgbfn%x;?;: I\éh;, Holfs wiit within that {pace,
ho maintained che very fame. Afferion.

R ,115‘14[81{1.-1 do not deny that Mr. Hobs writ within

¢218 (:h en_xi’e;en E‘-{undred Years; but that he maittine

sl ry fame Poity maintainéd in the Rea-

onablenefs of Chriftianity, &c. is'more than I can af-

n - - + .o X o
firm, 1 received fo early, fuch a Charadter of |

Mr.Hobs's Witings from my aged Tutor, the Leatn-

Z)ltjiw ; j{‘d”’/"”,s as created ju me fich anAverfion *
at Author's Books, 1 do not rétember that * .

ever [ read half a Score Pages of any thing Mr. Hobs

gf{h }Pl'lbhihed:' Bue T dare fay, it Mr. s hath.
aintained this very fame Afferdon that is.ﬁ\’aigg{g"f
C2 C hied”

/




 all that Jefus and his Apoftles required as ‘abfolutely
~ neceffary to make

"% foem to be any.thing very material, which was

— (20) ,

that the believing that Jefos is-the Meffiah, fo
as to take him heartily for our Lord and King, is

Men Chriftians, who did believe

in the True and Living God, he maintained a very. .
great and important Truth: And.if he never pub-
lithed any Notion lefs true, and lefs ufeful than that,
he Gould not juftly fall under the Cenfure of any of
thofe who have employed their Pens againft him.
But if Mr. Hobs; or any other Perfon had writon
this, or any other Subject, a Book that was abfo-
Jutely the beft that has been publifhed this Sixteen
Hundred Years, the Reafomablens of Chriftiamt)s &e.
may for all that, be juftly reputed one of the belt
Books which hath been publifhed within that Space;
and this, for the Reafons I laid down in the Clofe
of my -Animadverfions, which I corceive are of

that Nature, they cannot be invalidated by the bare

mentioning of M. Hobs's Name. " And if Tam not.

miltaken, the latter Reafon this Author gives why |

he needed not to reflect any furcher npon any thing
I had propounded; iz, * becaufe there does not

¢ not before oblerved in the Reafonablenefs of Chrie
€ Fianity, 8co Of the Author’s Vindication of it,
doth in fome meafure juftify the Charader I gave of
that excellent Tredtife. For certaioly it cannot be
2 Blemifh to a Treatile, that it difcourfes its Sub-
jot fo clearly and [0 filly, that very material An-
fivers may be brought from the Treatife it felfy to
whatfoeveris produced by way of Objection againft
it. Some Authors, write after fuch a rate, their own |
Books may be pewinently made ufe of to confute
their Notions. But the Author of the Reafomablentfs
of Chriftianity, 8G. (whogver he is) feems to have

-~

this

q -
[ |

tained in the Reafonablensf of Chrifpionity, &C,.ivli?.

th' l E ' y‘!. N ' l‘l g ll

1 pecy iar ' XCCHCHC and AdV& t

treats the Pomts hﬁ"diﬁdﬂ!‘fés Of in ﬁl(j‘l :,:;Egilcre
vy

" he fully anfwers his Adverfaries, before they can

make their Objections publick, I write not to juft
ge my @]fd?r any one elfe in Errors o ;\/i(i)ﬂlauk%:
Tut tg,vm icate, and clear (if I can) diﬁguiﬁad’

uth, and wrong'd Innocence, and let thofg who
anz contrary mgnded, know, T cannot be of thei
Judgmenc-till ‘they ‘produge other kind of Argu-
nﬁems agax‘nﬁ: the Book they ‘profefs they oppofe,
than are fiilly anfwered: in that Author’s Writings:

. which they knew were publick; before theirs were -

:)lg;red ;o common View. And though there is no-
g very materjalin thefe Papers, which has not

been obferved beforein the Writings of the Author

of the Reafonsblenefs of Chrifiamity, &c. 1

mefs of ( w, &c. 1 fh
agco}l{ntf that a juft Prejudice ag‘ayinﬁ them : all}ot:%
the Anfwers here propounded be very material to

what is alledged againtt the Reafonablenefs of Chrifia.

mity, 8cc. it cannot realonably be fappol ‘
82, it ! ly be fappofed ¢t
0.!))he&10ns infifted on, fhould be of agl;f g‘r'eat':i;igl]li |
X:Jtth me.WAgd my deriving the Anfwers from that
A dor's ritings, I hope may pals with Perfons of
caiil:: nox(,)f}{tehafo\r} Tnd Difcernment, for fome juftifi-
2V, Japring o
ity . lie 1 fic on he Refnablof of

Y

C_3 - ‘Oibfcrwfiam‘» |
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~ Obfervations on the Vindication of |

THIS Author begins his.Aliihia'dwerﬁbns with
4 that Dart to which he gives this Title, 4 Vin-

dimtimﬂqf the Epiftles: . And he enters on this Parg

with affigning Two Realons why: the Reafonablenss

of Chriftianity * doth not (as he faith) give fich Sa- }

* tisfaction to an inquifitive Mind, a5 might pre-
¢ vent all Exception againft it, whether: it was de-
¢ figned for the Benefit of thole who were not
' throughly and firmly Chriftians, or to be a gene-
* ral Rule of Faith to all forts of Men?

Anfw. That Author’s Defign was to give a clear
and diftin& Account of what Articles or Dorings |

 are abfolutely neceffary to be believed to make Men
Chriftians: And the Treatife gives me full Satisfa-
éion concerning this Matter ; becauf it lays down
all that Jefus Chrift and his Apoftles have declared
to be thus neceflary, and nothing but what they
have declared to be fo.  And his glving fo full and
- large Proof, that Chrift and his Apoitles did require

the Belief of the Articles he hath laid down, and

did not require the Belief of any other Aricle, a5
ablolutely neceflary to make Men Chriftians, ren-
dered ‘his Treatife very proper to be publifhed for
the Bencfit of thofe who were ot throughly and firmly

~ Chriftians, - For nothing can tend more to the Bene.

nefit of fuchPerfons, than a clear, difting, fulland
true Information of what is ablolutely neceffary to
be believed by them, in order to their being Chris

~, fhians, What this Author undgrftands by 4 General

Rule

.
l .

[ N

| .(»,2'3‘)"

.~ Rale of Faith o all forts of Men, Ido not know.
The whole New Teftament is the General Rule of

Faith to all Chriftians, as the Author of the Res-
[imablenefs of Chriftianity, &c, hath declared, And
the Doétrines he hathinfifted on, are the Doctrines

The Firft Reafon this Author gives why the

S
'

to give Sausfackion to an inquificive Mind is, ¢ be-

¢ caufe it introduces a new Scheme of Belief, in
- ¢ Oppofition to the anciently received Doctring of -

¢ the Church.

Anfw. Here 1 muft obferve, it is not oppofite to |

the moft anciently veceived Dotfrine of the Church : Be-

caufe it is the very fame Scheme Jefis Chrilt

introduced, and his Apoftles conftantly kept to, in
admitting of Unbelievers into the Charch,
His Second Reafon is, ¢ Becaufe it doth not an-

¢ fiwer the full Senfe and Ttent of Revelation,which .
* < s the only Reafon and Meafure of our Faith. '

dnfw. Here I muft obferve, it doth anfwer the
fill Senfe and Intent of Revelation, as to what the

Author of the Reafomablenels of, Chriffiduity was i
Pecaufe it delivers all that Revela- -

quiring after:
tion requires to be believed  as abfolutely neceflary
to make Men Chiiftians ; and we are not to infft
on any thing as abfolurely naceflary to be believed
to make Men Chriftians, buc what Revelation, the
only Reafow and Meafure of owr Faith, in this Cale,
doth declare is ablolutcly neceffary to be believed
to that end, Whoever affirms any Doéirine (though
the Dodrine it felf s revealed) is ablolucely necel*

firy tobe believed to make a Man a Chriltian,which

Revelation doth not declare to e fo, affiems it

© guing)

abfolutely neceflary to be believed by thofe whoare =
- hiot Chriftians, ‘to make them Chriftians, o

Reafomablenef of Chriftianity, 8c. does not feem - )

- without Reafon (according to this Authors own A

AP
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guing) becaufe Revelation. is the only Reafon why

we ate to affirm any Doérine is ablolutely necefla- -

1y to be believed to this purpofe ; and fo-he goes be-
yond the onlyeMealure of our Faith in this Matter.
The Realon why we are to infift on fuch or fuch
Dodtrines as ablolutely neceflary to-be -believed to
make Men Chriftians, is, becaufe Revelation re-

- quires the Belief of them as abfolutely neceflary to

make Men Chriftians, bot barely becaufe ?the\Q6~
crines are revealed ; for thenevery Dorine which
is revealed muft be ablolutely neceffary to be expli-

citely believed to make a Man a Chriftian, becanfe .| .

the Reafon affigned for the Particulars we are mind-
ed to infift on, extends to every particular which is
revealed, and obliges as much to every one, as to

~ any one. For make your Catalogue as large as you

will, if you leave out any one Doétrine, or any
Branch of it, that is revealed, your Catalogne can-
not poffibly anfwer the' full Senfe and Intent of Reve-
Jation, unlefs a defective, partial Scheme ‘of Faith,
can anfwer the full Senfe and Intent of Revelation ;
or fome parts of Revelation have no Senfe, and

were revealed for no purpofe or Intent : Both which ¢
are equally uncapable of Proof, and altdgether un.. |

reafonable to fppofe, .
- This. Author deglares, p. 4. what it is he under-

takes to prove in this Firft-part of his Book. His |

Words art thefe: ¥ It fhall be my bufinefs in the
* Firft Place, to prove that there are Dodrines in

“ the Epiftles, diftiné from thole delivered in the §°

* Golpels or Adts, which are a5 abfolutely necef:

* fary to be believed, andto bemade Fundamental |
* Articles of Faith, as any other Parts of Revelati-
* on, - Thatds, in fhort, that there are Docrinesin |

.the Epiftles diftin® from any delivered in the Go-

Tpels and Adts, which arg ablolueely neceffary

to be
eypll

i
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undertaken, is this, (to word it fo, as that it may
reach the Point he hath undertaken to prove)
* Some of the Dodtrines fee down in the Epiftles
¢ which are diftiné from any delivered in the Go-

“fpels and Ads, have been confeft (wiz, by the | :

¢ Church) from the very Firft Ages of Chriftiani-

© . “ty, tobe alrogether as neceflisy to be actually (or

.

¢ explicitely ) believed unto Salvation, as any
‘ whatloever, ©

Here 1 fhall “obferve, that before this Argument .

can do the Bufinefs for which it is brought, the Au.
thor mult 1. Relate what he means or under- .
ftands by the Term Church. 2. He muft prove
clearly, that whatfoever the Church (in the Seafe in

which he underftands that Term) hath from the firft

Ages of Chriftianity, confeft to be ablolutely necef |

fary to be believed 1o make Men Chriftians, isfo,

and that theConfeffion orTeftimony of that Church,
is the'fole, or ultimate Rule, by which the Que-
ftion concerning what is:abfolately neceffary to-be

believed to make Men Chriftians, or to Salvation,

is to be refolved and determined, Thatis, That we.
are not to be determined ifi this Matter-bv the Te-

ftimony of Chrift and his Apoftles; but by the .
Churches Teftimony ; at lealt that it s thus, aste. <
the Doclrines which are divinely revealed and fee =
down in theNew Teflament, - 3 Heis thencofer -+ 7
down the particular Dodtrings he bath a regard o, -
~in this place, And 4, He muft provethatfromthe .

very Firft Ages of Chriftianity,: the Church hgth
confeft that every one of thofe Dodtrines is abfo- -
lntely neceffary to be explicitely believed to make
Men Chriftians, or to Salvation.’ It is not the bare . -

faying that the Church hath fuch an Authority ;

exphcitely believed to make Men Chrifians, The -
Argument he makes ufe of to prove what he hath

not
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" nog the bare affirming fach a Matter of Fack: con-
cerning the Church, that will prove the Bufinels in
~ Hand. The explaining and fll proving the Parti-
culass already named, will require fome time and
Confideration, And when they are fully cleared,
and fubftantially confirmed, thete will not be any
need to inquire whesher, or how the Church was im-
‘pofed n? I the mean time 1 fhall-lay down a few
“Confiderations which T congeive ate trug, and-con-
fonant with the Judgment of the Author of she
Reafonablemefs of Chriftianity, 8. 1. That which
makes a Dorine of. fupernatural Revelation, ab-
folutely neceffary to be believed to makea Mana
Cheiftian, is not its being placed in one part of the
New Teftament or in-another, but the Divine De-
termination that it muft be neceflarily believed for

thatpurpofe. 2. That our knowing that fucha Do-

@rine is abfolutely neceflary:to be believed to make

Men Chriftians, depends upon God's declaring that

the Belief of it is abfolutely neceffary to make Men

Chriftians, let this Declaration lie in what parc of -

the New Teftament focver. 3. That what is re-
vealed to be abfolutely neceffary to be believed to
make Men Chiriftians, may be better dilcerned in
the Gofpels and Aéts, than in the Epiftles, though
the fime Dottrines are likewife to be found in them,

And this or the Realons the Author of ‘tbe Res- |

{z!mbleneﬂ of Chriftianity, &c. hath aflign’d, 4. The
New Tefiament comprehends the entire Revelation
the Lord Jefis Chrift hath made of the Mind of
God, In which Sacred Writings, our Blefled Sa-

viour declares‘what Articles are abfolutely neceflary |

to be believed to make Meh his Dilciples.and Sub-
jedts, or Chriftians’; and in thefe Holy Scriptures
he hith alfo delivered, or declared all the Laws of
his Kingdom, by which thof¢ he admits for his Sub-
. L Jadts

()

jodts muft be govern'd 5 fo that they are ot to ady

mit or receive any thing for a Part of their Religi-
on, as Chriftian, but what he hath taught and de-

livered in fome part of thefe Holy Writings, §. The .
enquiry is not how many are the Laws of Chrifts -~
Kingdom, or how many Articles he hath tanghe
anq delivered, which thofe who are bis Subjectsare -
obliged tg endeavdur to underftand, believe and
. obferve, but what are thofe Articles he doth require -~ -
to be believed, as abfolutely neceffary to make Men -

his Subjedtsor Chriflans? 6, AllcheDogirinesde- ,

livered in the New Teftament, are equally Divine -

Revelations, and are therefore to be received with -~

~ equal Degrees of Affent, by all thofe Chriftians -
~ who do underftand them, and know that they-are

revealed or delivered in thofe Sacred Writings,  But

thefeDoctrines are not ablolutely neceflary tobe belie.
vedto make Men Chriftians, Indecd there are feveral

Po&rincs which 1 know are delivered in the New
Teftament,which have not thelike Effe@ and Influ-

ence on me at prefent, in proportion.to their Na» |

ture, that other Doctrings have, which I know are
taught there : But- this Difference arifeth not from
the Nature of the former Dodrines, which is always

the {ame and unalterable ;. nor from my not recef- -

~ ving them with. equal Degrees of Affent, for . -

1 do receive them with equal Degrees of Affent; be-

ing as firmly perfuaded they are Divine Revelati- - I
ons, as the other; but this Difference fpoken of =~ = -

now, arifgth from fomething elfe, viz. my prefent

State and Circumitances, or the like, .-

‘ “ Now (faith this Author) if feveral of theDo- -
»‘ Guings contained in thofe parts of Revclation, .
B (viz. the Epiftles) have all along down from the - .
Apoftles Times, been reputed neceflary tobe bew *
! lieved to Salvation, then certainly theyought nog =
. o DR (1 IR
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¢ to be denied to be abfolutely fublervient to that

¢ end, without the Proof of one, or all thefe things
¢ (which are Five in Number). S
Anfw. 1. It is not particular Perfons or Churches
reputing things to be abfolutely neceflary to be be-
lieved to Salvation, that makes them abfolutely ne-
ceffary to be believed to Salvation, In the very ear-
ly times of Chriftianity, even long before the Apo-
ftles deceafe, there were People profefling themfelves
Chriftians, and who fet up for Teachers in-the
the Church, who affirmed certain things were ab-

folutely neceffary to Salvation, which werenot fo; -

as is undeniably evident from 4&. 1. 1. 2. When
this Author Mall be pleafed to fet down plainly, the
Doétrines his Words feem to have a Secret Relation
to, a Judgment may be made, whether they were
juftly reputed abfolutely neceffary to be believed ex.
plicitly to make Men Chriftians, ornot, by confi-
dering whether Chrift and his Apoftles reputed
them abfolutely neceffary or not. 3. If the Church
did originally repuce any Dodtrinesto be ablolutely
neceffary to be explicitely believed to Salvation with.

out warrant, the fucceflive continuance of that Re-

putation, cannot make thofe Do&trines to be abfo-
lutely neceflary. Length of Time, and reiterated
Applaufe, cannot advance an original Miltake into
‘Trath. The Second Concodtion will not in this

- aaf, reify the Error of the Firft, 4. A Derfon

who doth fuppofe, yea, acknowledge that feveral
Dorines delivered in the Epiftles, which are dj-
ftin& fromany taught in the Golpels and A&,
have heen jultly repaced neceflary to be believed to
Salvation, may regularly, and with good Warrane
‘deny that they are abfolutely neceffary (for that I
fuppofe) this Author means (for otherwilé che Con-

fequence he draws is not to his Parpoft) thoughfhe
. ‘ ufeth
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ufeth the Word Subfervient) -to be believed to Sale -

vation, without being obliged to prove either one,
or Five Negatives, For many Doctrines maybe ve.

1y juftly reputed neceflary to Salvation, which are

not ablolutely neceflary to Salvation, ~And there-
fore when it is. inferred that fuch and fuch Do-
crines arg abfolutely neceflary to be explicitely be-
lieved to Salvation, if they: have all along been re-
puted neceflary to be believed to Salvation, the

- Confequence may be regularly denied,and no necef-

fity follow thereupon,that thePerfon denying it,muft

be obliged to prove : 1. Thatthe-dutbors of the Epifies -

were not divinely infpired. 2. &c. And for that Rea-

“ fon 1{uppofe it is that this Author applies himfif in
the Remainder of this part of bis Animadvecfions, =

to prove thele Five Points: ¢ 1. That the Authors
¢ of the Epiftles were Divinely Infpired, 2, That .
¢ the Apoftles had Authority or Commiffion to de»
¢ liver fome things for neceflary. Articies of Faith.
¢ 1. That fome of their Doctrines were writ with a
¢ Defign that all Chriftiahs fhould be neceffarily ré-

" quired to believe them to Salvation, . 4, That
¢ there is no Contradiction in‘the Epiftles to the o-

“ ther parts of Scripture, g, That fome of thole
¢ Dodtrines are of equal Neceflity to be explicitely
¢ known to make a Mana Chriftian, with his, that
¢ Jefus is the Meffiah, But Firft of all; the fulleft
Proof imaginable, of every. oné of thefe Points,
will not in the leaft confirm the Propofition ot
Argument they are immediately defigned to cons

firm, wiz. © That all thofé Dodirines delivered in .

¢ the Epiftles, which are diftin from any thatare

“ raught in the Gofpelsand Aéts, which the Church
* from the firft Ages of Chriftianity, hath- confeft
* to be ablolutely neceflary to be explicitely believed

* to make Men Chriltians, are ablolutely necefliry

' !. ' (0
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¢ to beexplicitely believed to make Men Chriftians;
For there is not any Connection between the Truth
of any, or all of thefe Five Points, and the
Churches Anthority, by her continual Confeffion to
make any Doctrines which are only to be found in
the Epiftles, abfolutely neceffary to be believed to
. make Men Chriftians, If it fhall be faid chat it is
not pretended that the Charches Confeffion makes

-~ them abfolutely neceffary to be believed, but difco-

vers and proves that they are ablolutely neceffary to
be believed to make Men Chriftians, Tanfwer 1.

The Proof of the forementioned Points, is no Proof |

at all of the Churches Confeffion, butmuft be fup-
- pofed, and is Antecedent to the Churches Confef-
fion. 2. That the Churches Confeffion doth not
difcover or prove that thofe Doérines are abfolutely

neceflary- to be believed to make Men Chriftians :

it difcovers or proves no more, but that the Church
did think thofe Dodtrines: were abfolutely neceflary
tobe believed explicitely to make Men Chriftians,
Now when theQueftion is whether theChurch hath
thought right concerning this Matter ? that Que-

ftion muft be determined (if fhe have not Authori-

ty to make (at leaft) revealed Doctrines abfolutely
neceflary to be believed to make Men Chriftians)

" by afcending higher, and feeing what Jefis Chrift

and his Apoftles have declared 1s abfolutely necefla-
1y to be believed to make Men Chriftians ¢ which
isthe way the Author of the Reafomablentfs of Chrie
. fianity, &c. took, to difcover what Doctrines are
abfolutely neceffary to be believed to the aforefaid
purpofe, without making any Hubbub concerning
the Church in the mater, The Author of the
Reufonablenefs of Chriffianity, &c. hath not writ
one Word, that I can find, that hath any Tenden.
¢y to the Difadvantage of the Chriftian Church;

bm' |
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but very tuch that would contribute greatly to hey

Honour andIntereft, were People generally of the -
~ Mind to attend her greateft Concernments heareily,

without fuffering themfelves to be (wayed by their
own petty Interefts, and peevith Humours, which
they facrilegioufly dignify with her Name. She
might enjoy a profound Reft, and become daily
more and more truly Glorious, would other People

let her be quiet, and not difturb her Repofe, by a -

rude abufing her Name, to juftify their efpoufing
and talking for Matters, both Scripture and Reafon

do difclaim, ~ Seeondly, The exacteft Proof of the

Four Firlt Points, "will not afford any Proof of

what this Author declares fhall be his Bufinefs to
prove in this Firlt Part of his Book ; wiz, ¢ That

“ there are Doctrines in the Epiftles difing from

¢ thofe which are delivered in the Gofpels and Adts, |

* which are ablolutely neceflary to be believed to
¢ make Men Chriftians, The Truth of the Four
Firft Points s agreed on, on both Sides, efpecially

-~ fome allowance being made for that Latitude of
Expreflionin which the Third is laid down : So that.
it is only the Fifth and Laft Point on which the

Controverfy doth depend. It will therefore be need.
lels to make any Obfervations on what this Author

offers for the Proof of his Four Firft Points, unlefs
he “happens to miftake any thing in sbe Reafon- .
ablenefs of Clriftianity, &c. whichhe brings inunder

thele Heads, or mifapplies what he hath to fay on
thefe Points, to that Treatife, or-fome Paffages in
it \ S

This Author beftows his Seventh Page in fetting
down an Objection that hath fome Relation to his
Two Firft Points, 1 think the Objection fs not ac-

curately expreffed, but that I fhall pafs over, and ,

only take notics of his fpaking of Dodrines pro-

poled .
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pofed to be believed upon the Abfolute Promifeof i |

wation. Thisis a Paflage T confef, T do-not well

i underfiand, 1 know there are. at this thine- many

ongft us,who make a great Noife in affirming That
g‘;{vat%on is abfolutely promiled to fome Perfons,
and the Stir they have made about or with that NQ:
tion, 1 apprehend, was an ‘occafion of the Authot
of the Reafonablenels of Chrifiianity, &c. applyf
ing himfelf to fearch with particular exactnels into
the Holy Scripturcs, to find out in what Manner
Salvation is there promifed : But I do not conceive

 that this Author of the Animadverfions is one of

t Party. Now, I think there is not an abfolute
gﬁ)ﬂiifé glf Salvation in all the Scripture : And that
if there were fuch a Promife, there cou]d not be
any thing ablolutely neceffary to be believed unto

tion. T
Sal:r %(1)(; an Anfwer to this (viz. Objection fpoken of
‘ before) it will (faith this Author) be material to
¢ examing Firft, whether nothing is ablolutely ne.
 ceffary to be believed to Salvation, but what is
¢ declared to be fo, or whether any Doctrine, up-
 on which Salvation is propofed, is fingly of it klf

" fofficient for it? P. 8. He immediately adds,
¢ This feems to be a Query of no fmall Impor-
¢ tance, ; | A .

Here I will 1. Propound fome Reafons why it
‘may be jultly affirmed that a dug believing Jefas o
be the Chrift or Meffiah, doth conftiute and make
Men Chriftians. -2, I will confider what this Au-

thor propounds to be examined. 3. I'will take

Notice of what'this Author hath here writ upon
this Point, o .

Firft, T will lay down fome Reafons why it may
be jultly affirmed that a due believing that Jefus is

~ the Meffiah or Chrifty doth conflitmie and makea

A o ]
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Man 4 Chl‘iman'
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/ As 1. Becaufe Jefys Ch’f‘i-ﬁ,a'ndv
bis Apoftles did admit Perfong ¢ be:his Difciples,

and owned them for Chriftians, y pon their believing -

this Doctrine, without requiring the Belief of any

. other Dodiring to this purpofe, provided they did o
believe in the True and Living God: as every where - +

appears .in'the Accounts given of their admirtin
ilciples, 2, Becaufe they have promifed Salyatia
tion to the due Belief of this Dodtrine, withoue re.
quiting the explicite Belief of any other Gofpel-
Dodirines togetha with this, as abfolutely nece ary
to Salvation. ~ 3. Becanfe Salvation is not promifed
to the Belief of any one, or Number of Doétrinies
(eparately from this Dogrine, 4. Becanfe no other

Dodirine Chrift o his Apoftles have taught, canbe

believed arigh, but by virtue of the Perfons belie.

ving this Doctrine, ' Let a Man believe all the Do.

crines delivered in the New Teftament upon Con-

fiderations purely diftind: from this, that they are

Dorines taught by Jelus Chrift, whom he hath re.

-cejved for his Lord, he doss not believe them a3

Chriftian ought to believe them, nor will his p.

a5 to Salvation, by virzue of.any Promife inthe Go.
fpel.  He that believes any'of thefe Dodirines with

- the Faith of a Chriftian, or.s2 Chriftian is to be.

Nieve them, does but repeat by re-adt b Befief that
Jefss is the Chrift, with a precife Determination of

o

that Belief to thofe Doétrines as-known and confi-
dered to be taught by Chrif, Now if a Man can-

not believe any of thefe Doctrihes as they ought to.
be believed, or for that Reafon for which they are

to be believed, till he is a Chyiftian, with what

confiftency can it be pretended that the Belief of

any of thefe Dodrines is abfolarely neceffary to
make 2 Man a Qhriﬁi_angf'Updh,what Evidence

upony

 lief of them on thofe Agcounts, at all avail him
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~ be enquired, if the dye believing Jefs to be the

"are not part

R fine :
NG 7Y
' Grit 1 bielieve any of
hat Authority muft a Man el
Elggg'l‘)vo&rincs to make him a Chriftian 2. They

: it be faid he ‘muft believe.

' im a Chriftian ? 1f it befaid he mu |
?ﬁ:‘g ltll[;?na(?hriﬁ's A‘}{h"?tyn"&gﬁevh;?ﬁaf ‘ﬁieg
them, then b muf et 0( a to take him for his
the Meffah or Chnﬂ,’and Oy anted, and there.
Lord, Ifit fhall be faid that 1; gtra thc,ﬁrﬁ Af o
fore it is affirmed that that Belief 1s ihe bt
; ‘ Chriftian Faith but,
Faith, and the firft Step to.Chrilt ke 2 Man 2
hith doth not conftitute or maxe a han.
tChlitn{I;falg,\ tiﬁ it be compleated. and grown up to

certain Size, by additional {\&s"of Faitiat, ﬁi’ftﬁ?ﬁ 5

a precife 1 icles more. 1t may then
cife Number of Articles more. 1t may then

?)ep :k’d, what we are to call, of what wemuftun- §

derftand by that Faith, ofﬁ wknél\; b;l'{e\?{il.‘l(% Je‘ﬁi; tir;
| Chrift, is the fir et a.;q , 1t
I‘mn:)ltle(lhri}liar; Faith, and if it be properly ﬂfa;{‘ L(;
< bean A% of Faith, what Name foevc;h 2 but
¢ given toit, it muft be Antecedent to.w atf 1(le !
¢ %heAé’c of it. DBut hog’v it can be an Ag(?to F':li]t;'l'
ftian Faith, and yet butia Step to Chsil ian F i,
has fome more Difficulty'in it But further, 1t may

* Chiifty do not-conftityre a Man Chriftian, how

s brived exercifing ofthis Faith, wich refpec:
imited exercifing of this Faith, wih relpect
f:'ltlﬁ:ﬁn Nl'ln'lbb._’r?;]o'f Dc:&rx?::inc%?{{;nct&ﬁcgag}
a Chriltian, when all, or the main E: cellncy ¢
is believing thofé Dodirines, is derived from.hi
ggigieing ]Efusto’?%‘be Chrift? Does 2 Clr(eattlt;;ea:
being endued with Reafon make l.nm;ah . 131 ol
Creature, or his exerting and e:gerclﬁngbxs feOb'
to certain degrees about a precife Numl er Eat %
jedts? - Again, it may be queried not only what 2

thofe additional Axticles, bt upon whof¢ Authoi; I

inion, - Will-a Mans
| of natural Religion, - Wil ns |
- believing thsem s Submiffion to humané: Authority

| ~(35) . |

¢y, or for what Reafon muft they be believed, to be
ablolutely neceffary to be believed ¢ make Men
Chriftians ? 5. Becaufe it s only the due Belief
that Jefus is the Chrift,which doth or can conflitute
aPerfona true Difciple or Subjec of Chrift. The
Belief of all the-other Dodrinesin the Bible, taken

R:paratelyfroml"thisl will not make a Man a Chris |

Rian : For if it would, 3 Man might be a Chriftiay
though he did not believe Jefus to be the Chrift,

And o believing Jefus ‘to bethe Chrift, could nei.

(ther be the firft A (as is faid) of Chriftian Faith,

nor an abfolutely neceffary Step to Chriftian Faith, .

Add the Belief of all other Doctrines in the Bible
“to the Belief thatJefus is the Chrift, they cannor

make the Man a Chriftian, The Additional Belief

i bu Evidence and Proof that he doth believe tha
Jefus s the Meffias, fo a5 to take him for his I org
And if a due belicf that Jefos s the Chiift, doch
not conftitute a Man a Chriftian, all other Belief s

{o far from conftituting him Chriftian, it will fot

-, amount toa Proof that ha is.a Chriflian. A dye Bes

lieving that- Jefus is the Mefliah or Chritt, /is the
grand Principle of a Chriftian's Belief and Pradtice,
28 to all the particular Dodirines of Faith, and
Rules of Goodp living laid down by Chrift in the
whole Scripture, - This brings the Perfon under an
indifpenfable Obligation to '%jﬁdeavour ferioufly to
know what Chrift hath. delivered both as to’ the

5

> one and the other, This obl‘ig&:s* him to believe

whatfoever Dogtrines he fhall attain to know Chiift
hath taught, and to perform and ‘practice whatlo-

ever he fhall attain to know Chyift hath made his

Duty. It is this that preferves to all the Dorines
of Faith and Rules of Practicg dglivered to vs in
the Holy Scriptures, their fall Force and Obligati-

D2 and

on. Hereby we perceive them to be the Doctrines

& ﬁ
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and Laws "of him we have received.for our Lord,

whom we are on that account to believe, and obey |

:1 every thing we underftand is his declared Will
! ?::;Zdly, Ig will now confider what_ this, Author
ropounds to be examined; viz. ° whether nothing
¢ i abfolutely neceffary tobe believed to Salvation,
¢ byt what is declared o be fo, or Wwhether any Do-
¢ @rine upon which %a\vati?nvxs propofed, is fingly
¢ of it felf fufficient for it ¢ o _
| olflé;c{?re 'g‘vim Queftions, propofed asif they were

but one, differently worded : T wil fay {omething

i ing this hen fpeak-:
eneral touching this Matter;” and then Jpeak. )
;gbge particularly to it. -In gengral I fhall oblerve, -

that there is a great difference between thefe Three

Things. 1. A Dorine’s being declared to be ablo- -

ieved ¢ ion. 2. Sal:
lutely neceffary to be believed to Salvation. 2
vtt?ozu being»pyromi(ed to-what is abfolutely necefa-

* 1y to be believed to Salratioh, 3. Salvation being

promifed to the Belief of fomething, but not under

* ehis precife Confiderarion; as ablolurely neceffary

' eved to Salvation, To believe in the on-
f;') %‘iu%e‘Gmod,d is declared:to be ablolutely neceffary
to Salvation, and it is impoffible that a Man- fhoud
believe a right, that Jefits is the Mefliab, wnthougsl
‘believing in the only Troe God, Fora Man cag_
not beligve that Jefus:was fent by the True Go ;
and s conftituted Kiig by him, excepr.he believe
in that God who did fend him, . Now, not.

ithfianding this Belief is abfolutely ngceﬂary to -
e s ftian, or 'to Salvation, -yet it -

an a Chii ; :

| mll{\e.:o?dmak: ‘him a Chriftian, nor is Salvation
promifed toit, - Salvation is prgrqxfed to that Faith
which doth make & Man a Chriftian, which is be-
Jieving Jefas to bg thie Chrilt or Mefliah, fo a5 to

take him for our Lotd, BupSalvation was not pro-
pofed to any upon their bél?xevmg Jefus to b; the

v ‘,'..’,‘ ‘v"_ "‘ v

e
L
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And therefore thofe who'did not believe in the only
True God, were always inftrocted concerning the
True God, and called on to believe in him, before
Salvation. was' promifed to them, upon their belie.
ving Jufus to be the Meffiah. I Salvarion ispromifed

- upon the believing of other Points, o to any Mat.

)

ters of Practice, it is not promifed to thofe Marters,
as ablolutely neceffary tobe believed, gz, unto Sal-
vation ; but the Promife is made (with refpet to
thofe Matters) to.them who do already believe Je-

fis to be the Meffiah. Some things are ablolutely
neceflary to Salvation, to which no Promife of Sal. *
vatlon 15 made. And Salvation may be promifed

to fome things which are not ablolutely neceflary
to Salvarion, @ , .
More particularly, here are Three diftiné Que-
fYions to be confidersd. , 1. Whether nothing is ab-
folutely neceffary to be believed to Salvation, but
what God hath declared to be fo? To this I'an(wer

Affirmatively: For Godlonly hath a right to deter»

mine and fix the Terms on which he will beftow
Salvation:  And what big Determination is, cane
not be known till it s declared : Nor can any de-
clare his Determination byit him(elf The Church

 hath'not a Right or Authority to declare any thing

in this Mateer, but what God hath declared con-

cerning it. - And every particular Perfonhath Righe
to examing whether the Chugch doth, or hath de-

clared as fhe ought. For that:Revelation which is
the Rule by which the Church is to govern her

felf in her Declaration about this Matter, isthe Rule -~
by which every particular Perfon is to examine and

jadge for himfclf, whether the Church: hath decla-

Dy red

| () |
. Chrilt, but only- thofe who firlt of all acknow-

ledged their Belief in the True.and Living God:
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ed right, and delivers truly what God hath de-
clared in bis Determination concerning this Mat-
ter. -

2. Whether Salvation is promiled. to-every par-

ticular that is required as abfolutely neceffary to
Salvation? To this T anfwer Negaively, If God
‘hath made the Belief of more than one Article ab.
folutely neceffary to Salvation, the Promife of Sal-
vation is not made to any of them apart, but to
them al] in Conjunéion. Therefore the Belief of
the only true God, and that Jefus is the Meffiah,
muft go together, and Salvation {5'not promifed to
one alone, for though the believing Jefus to be the
- Meffiah cannot be without the former, yet the for-
mer may be without the latter, - Moreover there is
fomething .abolutely neceffary to make a Man a
Chriftian, which no Man nor Ghurch can particu-
larly determine what it is, - For a Man catinot ra.
tionally believe that Jefus is the Mefliah, but he
muft firft have or underftand fome Evidence and

Proof that he is the Meffiah 3 but Men cannot de.

terming upon what Proof a Man muft neceflarily
believe it, becaufe God hath provided Men with
great Store of eminent Proofs, proper to convince
them that Jefus is the Mefliah, and hath not bound
up himfelf that he will not give forth his effeétual
Influence and Blefling withany, but one Inftance a-
mongfk that great variéty of Argument, with which
‘he hath furnifhed Men in order to their Convi&ion,
- Now Salvation is not direétly promifed to the Be-

. lief of the Argument proving, but the Article pro-

ved ; though fometimes the one isput for the other,
and the Belief of the Auicle proved, is exprefied by

- balieving the Argument which proves it,
,o

3. Whe-

3. Whether any Dodtrine, upon the believing of
which Salvation s promied, is fingly of it felf fufs
ficient for Salvation? I anfwer, Salvation is not
promifed to the Belief of any one Doétrine cont
dered fingly in ic felf 3 yet Salvation might have
been promifed to thoie who fincerély believe Jefus
to be the Chrift, upon their believing certain other
Doctrines, and the Belief of thofe Douines not
be ablolutely neceffary to Salvation, As a Perfon
may believe a Doétrine whichisabfolutely neceffary
to be belicved to Salvation, and yet have no true
Title to Salvation, becaufe Salvation was never
promiled to the Belief of that Doétring alone, So -
Salvation might have been pronifed to the Belief of
certain Dotrines, and yet a Perfon might be faved
though he did never attain explicicely to know and .
bekicve thofe Dodirines, hecaufs che explicite Belief
of them is not made abfolutely neceffary to Salva-
tion. The main, if pot the whole Excellency and
Dignity of a Perfon’s believing the particular Do-

- Grines delivered or taught in the New Teftament, -

to be believed by Chriftians;confifts in this, chatthat
Faith is an A& of Submiffion or Obedience to that
Jefus, they have received to be their Lord, As a
Mari may believe i the Trog God, and yet not be-
lieve in Jefus Chrift, and g tmay mifs of Salvatiord
becaufe h¢ doth not believe: all that i ablolutely
neceflary to ba believed to Salvation, foa Man may
believe feveral Dodrines taugh in the New Tefia-

" ment, and ot believe that Jefus is the Meffiah, and

fo may mifs of Salvation, becaufe he does noc believs

all that is abfolutely neceffary to-be believed to Sal-

vation, though the promife of ‘Salvation had been

annexed to the Belief of thofe Dodtrinés, in ther

who do unfeignedly believe that Jefus is che Chrift;

and who belicve them in-obedience to him,  But.
. Dy Salvar
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Salvation is not promifed to the Belief of any Do-

fj:.rlzne which does not fisppofe Jefus to'be the Mef:
fiah, | A
 Thirdly, 1 will now take fome Notice of what this
Author doth fay to thefe Matters ¢ ¢ If this (faith
“ he) be made the only Rule whereby to judge of

“ Fundamentals, viz. a Doirines being exprefly

“ declared to be neceffary to be actually believed to

¢ Salvation ; we fhould Ifear by this means raife ft-

: vergl Exceptions againft a great-parc of Religion.
p‘ ,

dnfi. The Queftion here is, by what Rule we

are to judge what Articles are ablolutely neceflary |
to be believed to make Men Chriftians; or toSalva.

tion? The Author of the Reafoisblensfs of Chriffia-
nity, &ev fays, the Rule we muft judge of this Mat-
ter by, is the Declaration God hath made of his
Determination concerning this Matter, by Jefus
Chrift and his Apoftles, N, faith,this Author, and
his Reafon is, he fears then Men will raife feveral
Exceptions againft a great part of Religion. I do

not know what Men willdo, but the Queftion will

be, whether they will then raife jukt Exceptions
againtt a great part of Religion? Qur Fears muft
not rob God of his Right. But 1am certain, by
keeping clofely to God's Declaration, no juft Excep:
tion can be raifed againft any one Part of the Chri-
fian Religion. What this Author faith after, con-

cerning Matters of Faich, and of Practice, I think

is fully anfwered in the Second Vindication of the Res-

omablensfs, &c. 9. 83,.84. and thither T refer the
Reader for Satistaction, if he needsany. I fhall on-

Iy obferve that Salvation is not promifed in the New
Teltament, to any Matter of Faith or Pradkice, but

© . but with refped to the Belief of this Article, Thac
o Jefwis thi Maffiab. Lot any Mant produce a Pros

- : “mife

 cepted againft, they will every on be obliged to bes

thife of Sﬁ%ation to an Unbeliever, (if he can)
spon his beliéving any other Doétrine, or performe
ing any Matter of Pradtice, confidered feparately
from his believing Jefus to be the Meffiah,  Salvati-
tion is not promifed fo any, but thofe who believes
that Jefus is the Meffiah; and when it is promifed
to fuch, with reldtion to other Matters, the Promife
then hath a refpect to that Article, to which it was
primarily promifed, and refpedts thofe orber Matters
as Fruits, Effeéts and Evidences of their fincere belie-
yingin Jefus Chrift; except where the Promife re-

{pects not Salvation in General, but Degrees of Hap-
- pinefs or Glory:

 If in Manérsiof Faith ([aith ehis Autho‘r) no-

¢ thingistobe required for a Fundamental, butwhat
"¢ s fo propofed, and to which Salvation is exprefly

¢ annexed and promifed, it would very probably
« make way for a very uninrelligible Faith, in
¢ which Chriltians could not poffibly agree.

Anfw. Here the Author feems to [peak concérn-
ing the Doctrines which thofe who are Chriltians
muft endeavour to underfiand and believe 5 and if

fo, it is befides che Queftion, But that Peoples keep-

ing clofeto God's Declaration, either as to Dockrines

 ablolurely neceffary to be believed to make Men
Chriftians, or as to Dodtrifes they are to believe af-

terwards, hath a probable gendency to-make way
fora very unintelfigible Faich, is very ftrangeto me,
s the fureft way to have the moft intelligible Faich,

for People to go as fur as they can from Gods ex- -

prefs Declararions ? There willbe fome Difference
indeed amongft Chriftians as to the particular Do-

&rines they believe, fome believing more Articles, -

fome fewer, and this moft needs be, (ill they be
all equal in their Knowledge, Yet in the way ex-

licve

) |
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lieve and practife according to the extdht of their

* Knowledge, and to agree in Faith and Pradile, fo

far as they do in Knowledge, And let People ad-
vance what Notiogs they pleafe, concérning what
o Articles are neceffary to make Men Chriltians, they
cannot rationally agree any further than they will
this way ; unlefs they muft all be ftak’d down to he~

lieve juft one fee of Dorings, without extending

- their Endeavours afceg Knowledge any furcher,

And if this be a way to'prevent Deoples raifing Ex-
ceptions againft agreat part of Religion, Icannot ex.
cule it from doing unfufferable Whong to a great page
of Religion, 1In believing Jefus to be the Mefliah,
fo as to take him for our Lord and King, we yield
-Up our kelves intirely to him, to believe and pradtife
Whatloever we fhall know he hath taught and com-

manded: And therefore we.muft not fuffer oy

felves to be coupt up, and-confined to 4 precife
Number of Dodtrines and Laws, but muft every
one employ our beft Endeavours to be continually
increafing and improving in Knowledge, Faith and
Holinefi,” This belioving Jefis to be the Meffiah,
doth nét imply our explicite believing a certain
Number of Dogdrines he hath taught, butit is a

 {ubmitting our Faith implicicly to him, believing

that all he hath taught is true, with a Difpofition

- aod purpofe to fearch after, and endeavour to know

what Doctrines he hath particularly tavght, and to
believe on his Authority, whatfoever we fhall yne
derftand he hath taughe,

¢ For (laith this Author) if nothing more is to be
" believed as (it fhould be, abfolucely) neceflary to

* Salvation, than what is {0 propofed, then it will -

* follow, that no more’ than the bare Propofition

“ which is declared to be of that great importance,

""bﬂ"‘d‘A-f-{'th‘ fis
o be aliented 10, As fuppofe in that ropofi
| , tiont

i tion =——He that believeth that Folus i the Mefiab, *

“ hath Evernal Life 5 if what s there required to be
¢ iZIicved is.ﬁhéy) of it felf fufficient to Salvation,
¢ then it mult be fo as it is there propofed, without
¢ any farther Explication of it becaufe there is no

© Bxplication propofed to be believed to the fike

¢ Promife. N o

,IZ:fw. This Author by affcntmg to 4 bare Pro;iqﬁ.
tiom, {eems to mean a Perfon’s affenting to, or belie.
ving that cercain Words he never heard before, 1101%
underflands any thing of the Sence or Meaning o
any of them (that is an infignificant Sound) com-

d and éxprefs a real Truth, which is abfolute-
| gei?lfgoﬁible ; I;or though the Words may be a Pro-

pofition,to him who utters them, and to thofe }?{ho
underftand them, they are no Propofition ftoh im,
who never heard, nor knows any thing of ¢ mzlg ;
and thercfore cannot be affented to by him. y
Explication of i, this Author here feems to mf}alg;
proper Interpretation ; wix. declaring Ix}n anc;dm
Language what the Terms in the faid Propofi

did ordinarily fignify, amongft them who were ac-

in whi Propofiti-

dto the Language, in which the Propo
f)gﬁv%?seﬁrﬂ of all delivered 5 or declaring by o;he;
Words in the fame Language, the feveral fimple I-
deas, of which thofe complex Ideas were made up;

for.the exprefling of which thofe Terms were ofed,

' next Page he feems to uqdcrﬂand by
g;;ﬁ?a:il:);, « All t%xofc Dodtrines which are deéx-_
¢ vered in the Holy Scriptures, that either relate tﬁc
¢ Grounds and Reafons (why we are to 'behe,vei.\ y le
¢ Propofition he fpeaks of) of fich a Faxth,l W lf |
« is required to Salvation. And that exp aug t)(}
¢ Nature and Extent of it, If this Author be o

Opinion, that the explicite Belicf of all the Grounds -

and Reafons that ar¢ delivered in the Holy Serip-

- S tures
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tures, why, or upon which, People oughit to be-

lieve that Jefus is the Meffiah, and of every parti-
cular thatis (xid in Scripture concérning Jefus Chrift,
and every Branch of his Office is as ablolutely ne-

ceflary to makea Man a Chriftian, o to Salvation,

as'the belief that Jefus is the Meffiah, is, 1 chink it

will require a confiderable time to prove clearly the
Truth of that Opinion, and if we may introduce
an account of our Fears in Difgourfes of this Nature
I'may take Liberty to declare, I am afraid this No-
tion, if it prevail, will umavoidably fil the World with
endlels Wranglings and Diftradtions; "For 1 fufpect all

People will not prefently agee how many the Texts

be, and which they are, which relate all the things
before fpokeu of, not to (ay any thing of the impo-

-~ bability of their fudden Confént to underftand eve-
1y one of the Texts in the fame Senfe. Or if they
fhou'd fall immediately into an- Accord about all
thefe Matters, I fitfpect the Ground of their Con.
fent will not be very intelligibl. |
It was never pretended (that I know of ) that

Eternal Life is promifed to thofe who fhall believe

that this Propofition, Fefus is the Mefiah, is true,
without underftanding. the Senfe of the Terms of
which it doth confift. - To believe a Propofition, is
not for a Perfon to believe he hears a Sound, but
to be fatisfied of the Truth of what is affirmed, or
denied in the Propofition; which a Man' canniot
be, unlefs he underftands the Senfe of every part of
the Propofition.  For'a Man cannot poffbly give bis AF
et 1o any Affrmation o Negasion, unlefs be under(tand
the Terms as they are joyw'd in thas Pripofiion, and bis
o Conception of the Thing affrmed, or denied, as thiy
«r there put togesher, But les the Propofirion be what
it will, there is no more 10 be wnderffood than is exprefed
~in the Terms of that Propofition, Second Vindic, lof

N the
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I the Reafomablomfs of Chrifianity, &c. p.9. This

ropofition, Jefhs s the Meffiah, was firt of all de.
ll;vefed to tl;e.JJew,s, and’conﬁﬁg of Terms which
were yery common and famihar., amqngﬂ them,
which had a determined fetled fignification amongft
them. The onewas the Proper Name of a Perlon,
the other “ordinarily ftood for the Defcripuop of 2
Perfon they lived in expectation of, according to

‘the Account Mofes had given them of bim a long

time before. See Dewr. 18, 1. to the 20. and 48 3.
22, ¢, They did not need any Interpretation of
the Propofition, Ang People of another Language

needed no other Interpretation of it, than what -
was neceflary to furnifh them with the Knowledge
of the Senfe in which thofe People to whom the
Propofition was firft delivered, underftood thole
Terms,  Whofoever doth duly believe that Propo-
fition; doth oblige hiffif to hearken to, that is, o
believe and obey whatfoever this Jefus hath deliver-
ed, fo far as he fhall obtain the Knowledge ‘therqoﬁ
and to endeavour ferioufly to know what his Mind

'~ and Will is: Which Faith'makes 2 Man a Chriftian,

and hath the Promife of Btemal Life made to it.
The Propofition doth not comprehend in it an ex-
plicite Account of all the Matters of Faith which 2
Chriftian isto endeavour to,know and believe, nor
is the explicite Knowledge of them neceflary to a
Man’s believing that Propofition : But his believing
of it, brings him under an Obligation toendeavour
to know them all, and to believe explicitely what-
foever he fhall attain to know Jefus hach taught ;
which is to be the great Work and puﬁncfs of the
Remainder of ‘his Life, when he is a Chriftian.
Thofe Jews, and Lewd Felows of the bafer fort, 3
Theflalmica, who fet themfelves againft Paul and Si-

M, undesftood that their preaching that Jelus vtle;
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the Chrift (For that was the great Point they opéned ';'

and alledged in the Synagogue there) amotnited to
this, that he was the Perfon they perfiiaded the Peo
ple toreceive for their Lord and King, For how

-~ malicious {oever their intent was, i accufing them

before the Ruler, it is moft plain from their Accufa.
tion, that they clearly apprehénded that Pay] by

preachinig that Jefus was the Chrifty did medn thae

they were to take him for their King; faying thar

here is another King, one Yefu, Ack 17. 7. Vid, e
cond Vindic. of the Reafonablensfs of Clrifianity, &,

. 108, 109,

* For befides (aich this Author) if every Textof *

“ Scripture muft be looked upon as fufficient to Sl
‘ vation, upon the Belief of which, eternal Life i
“ promiled, even the very Seripture will hardly be
*, found reconcilable to it fIf. ;. For though in (%)'me
* Places Salvation is promifed to thofe who believe
¢ Jelus to be the Mefliah ; yet in others it is decla-
¢ red to be Life Eternal to know the only true God,
© as well as Jelos Chrift whom he hath fent. Boch
© of which Places, if they muft be underftood in
“ their limited Senfe, will be almoft found contrg,
© dictory to each other : Becaule the one propofés a
* larger Faith to.Salvation, than is required by the
“other, .o - T

Anfw. "The Propofitions here fpoken of, as they
are delivered in thie Scripture, are in effod the
fame, For it is not poffible for a Man to beligve
that Jefus is the Meffiah, without believing antece-
dently in the only True God. The Word of Sal-

vation by Chrift is not fent to any bur thofe why

fear God, A&, 13, 26, But deny that it ‘is any
where in Scripture declared to be. Eternal Life to
know the only True God, s well as Jefis Chyift
whom he hath fent 2 That is, either of them tc;l»a-

S rately.

gy
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to thefe Words is Fob. 17.'3. where the Knowledge
of the only True God, taken apart from the Know,
ledge of Jefus Chrilk as fent by him, is not declared
to be Eternal Life, - But the Knowledge of both is
declared to be Erernal Life. Iwave a particulat
confidering what this Author faith, 9, 9, 10, co.

cerning the true Notion of believing in Christ, when

alone required 10 make & Man o Chriffion ; Becaufe
the plain Truth of the Matter we are difcourfing of
confifks in this ; wig, That the fincere Belief of alf
thole Dodtrines Chrift hath declared, areablolutely

. neceflary to be believed to Salvation, “is of it felf

fofficient to Salvation, But this s {o far from exely-
ding, thatit doth include a neceffiry of believing o-
ther Dodtrines, if the Perfon is allowed fpace to ob.
tain the Knowledge of more Doctrines which Chrifk

~ hath revealed, and that he hath revealed them, Yet

if the Perfon who fincerely believes the aforefaid
Doérines, fhould dye before he could obtain the
Knowledge of any other Doctrine Chrift hath
taught, he will receive the Salvation promifefl tothe
Belief of thofe Dorines he doth believe ;* Chrifk
knows his Sincerity, and will ot fail to perform the
Promifc he hath made to him. There are many, e-
ven very many Articles Chrilt hath revealed, which
thofe who are Chriftians are neceffarily obliged o
endeavour to know, and then explicitely believe 3
and as many of thefe Doctrings as they do attain o
underftand, whether they be delivered in the Go-
{pels, or Ads, or Epiftles, are Fundamental to chem,
Bue the Explicite Belief of thele Dodtrines is not

abfolutely neceflary to make Men Chriftians, or to

Salvation.  Our Faith is true and [wving , - when it

is fuch as God by the new Covenant requires it o be:

But it 1.0t intire and confimmate till e (?A‘ﬂl'c"if(’% g
A B jeve

G T sy
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" rately, The Text of Scripture which comes nearelt
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liews ol the Truths contained in the Wm" f Gl En|
“the whole Revelation of Truth in the Scripture, bing the

proper and entire Objeid.of Fuith; our Faith camor be
entire_and confummate, il it be adequate to jts proper
Object, which s the whole Divine Revelation containe)
in the Seripture, Secg?d Vindic. of the Reafomable-
ofs of Chriftianity, &c. . 910, . ,
”le{;s Author p.]x I. difﬁnéuiﬂ}es betwixt ¢ Truths
¢ which are only to be belicved upon the general

* Ground of Faith, which is the Veracity of Godg -

¢ and thofe of a higher Nature, which have an im-

 mediate Tendency to the Salvation of Mankind,

¢ and the Method by which our’ Saviour has obtain.. .

¢ edit for us 3 And thele latter fore of Truchs (he
‘ faith) are to be explicitely believed by all, in or-

 derto their Salvation: And-the Reafon he gives

¢ for this, is, becaufe the. only End for which he

* hath revealed thefe Truths; T, the Eternal Bene-

¢ fit and Happinefs of Mankind, - |
Anfw. This {eems to be a Diltin@ion without a
Difference ; for (eeing they are all Divine Revelati.

ons, tlLe Ground and Reafon of our belicving them

is thevery {ame, and every Way equal, viz,. becaufe

God hath revealed them, " If it be revealed that fome -
of thefe Doctrines are ablolutely neceffary to be be-

lieved to make Men Chriftians, or to Salvation ;

- we muft believe them to be fo,and that the Ground

orReafon of that Belicf is Divine Revelation. But if
Men will believe them to be abfolutely neceffary to
be explicitely known, & in order to Salvation,

and God hath not revealed any fuch thing concern,

ing them, their” Faith in that cae will want a juft
Foundation or Reafon. But its fzid, Thefe Truths
of & higher Nature bucy an immediate Tendengy o th
Sabvation of Mankind, .

oo (ae)

Anfw,, Chrift's oblerving thie Methods 5 it
him by the Father, in orderto’ his ,bbtainih%pgalv:(-l
tion for Mankind, had undoubtedly ;lléir'appointn
ed Tendency to his obtaining ‘Salvaiof for Map.
kind. But the Dodirines which relate what thofe
Methods were, have not thefame Tendency to (he
Salvation of Mankindy nor can 4 Perfon’s bes
lieving thofe Dochrines which declare that Chrift
hath obferved thefe Methods, and thereby obtained
Salvation for Mankind, be properly fzid to “have
an immediate Tendency to the Salvation-of Mag.
kind. - But that which fhould be proved is this,’ tha

Chrift or his Apoftles have revealed that the expli-
- cite Belief of all thofe Doctrines which declare what
was neceflary on Chriff’s pare, in order to ob-

taining Salvation for Mankind, i ablolutely neceflz.
ry to makea Man a Chuiftian, orto Perlon’s be,
ing entitled to, and partaking of the Salvation which
was {o obtained, , I

Bue *ts faid, Thefe refpeld the End for which be bs
revealed any thing to us, and that i only the Eternal

-~ Benefit and Happinels of Mankind,

Anfw. If this be only the End for which God hath
revealed any thing to us, and therefore thefe are
ablolutely neceffary to be believed to Salvation, this
will bring in all the other Truths to be abfolutely

neceflary to be believed to Sylvation's and fo the

general Direction here laid down to diftingyifh fin-

-~ damental Truths, will be of no ufs, ' For thofe.

Truths, being things God ath revealed to s, and
the Eternal Benefi¢ and Happine§ of Mankind pe-
ing the only End for which he hath revealed any
thing unto us, they muft equafly refpect the fame.

End, and confequently bé equally necefliry to be

expliciely believed in order to'that End, But I fan
¢y the Author's Meaning-"'vvég ‘thus 3 That the only

End .

rvp'll :




' 'l 5'(‘))dlfTuthso'fa
1nd for ‘which God. revealed: thoie. 1uch o c
ht;%eiolr\lature,, is Qt'he\}%t'ﬁr?a‘] ]l;c;:cg; &zdtgliggxglecﬂ
ankind, That js (to bring it home ¢
;2%3;?&) the only End why God 1 qvcéale;] méﬁ
Truths, was to make the explicite Bc,(l;c;f‘ t(;iis hem
blolutely neceflary to Salvation. ~ An I lisuae
proved, the Contfoverfy would: be at an Gn  But
}Ijl.thin'l: the great Beafon I‘mi%:ﬁa?ehts{le' v(;;y a
aled thofe Doctrines which decla v
ﬂi?‘5§i§f£ }))uoﬁ Si:tviduf did obrain Salvation fogl
MZnLin’d','was, thae Chriftians might k‘r}xcém a:xo‘
believe the way, how the Lord :-j_ecft}s Chri d Et)hat
cure 4nd purchafe Salvadon for SiBmes, ?6? st
tiiey: might makefach ule and };yﬂpxovemc&pir bk
Tl ¢ b D . Sons Dodies
25 are proper . Some Dotk
Il:leat(:lfr ysfea:fég‘c&(equcn‘ce to be e}'{'pgfmel};hggon?att .
il o e e
hers may which are revealed,  Dut the ot
?ny d(i)tfcour:fe isy fiot concerning Weighty, 01 %tmnl%r] .
tait Traths, with refpsét to thofe wholau, il
ans + but concerning Dodtrines abfolute thllxeri{tiang
.10 b’e~explicitely believed to make Me_zncéﬂﬁmﬁy.
Sce-Secand Vindic. of the Reafomablenef of by
&e hp 87, 88. and 172, &% 'I_‘hftt tl}e ?vafuch
of Mankind was obtained by Chrift’ ob Ie)rvi?xg ich
by
ion. But notwithltanding our Saiva
‘(;Elta;ilggdz»in fuch ways, and we e_xr: ce.rtm (;lfo ttl:(e):
fame from the Teftimony of th{g V;Z 0 1
affiem that the explicite Belief o ,tl o
which declare thefe: Truths, is ablolutcly ne clly
to make Men Chriftians, or to ._Salvatlon,dw'elated
Chrift's Watrant, - The ways and, Methods relate

. i

‘ ¢
in thefe Doctrines, were neceflary. to be. pbferve

by Chrift, in order to his obtaining, the Salvation of

Mat+

A ad
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Mankind, and fo. might feveral others, for oughe
we know, which are not reyealed, But it will noe
thence follow that the explicite Belief of - every
thing which neceffarily pertained to Chrif in order
to his obtaining Salvation for Matikind, or of every
thing of that Nature which is tevealed, is abfolutes
ly neceflary to be believed, in order 1o our 1eCef
ving fiom him, the Salvation which he hath purcha-
fed. Thereisno more ablolutely neceffary to be be
lieved in order to Mens partaking of that Salvation,

- than what Chrift abfolutely requires to be believed,

i order to his difpenfing it unto Men. Ogy belie.

for the obraining of Salvation for Mankind, has
not the fame Relation, to our receiving that Salva.
tion from him, on the account of whar he hath
done and fuffered, as his doing and fuffering thofe
things had, to his obtaining Salvation for Man.

felf a Right to difpence Salvation to thofe who fhall

« Unfeignedly take him for their Lord and King, Bue
his Right to beftow Salvation on Perforis, doth not
dependon, nor is limited to their explicite believing
every Doctring which relates any
was indifpenfably obliged to take and obrve, inor-
der to his obtaining
Right,

In Matters of revealed Religion, Revelation.is

| the Ground orReafon of our Faith, let the Matter

revealed be what it will ; of greater or lefs impor-
tance. And where the Reafon of our Aflent is the
fame, the A muft be the fume, .~ |

I agree with this Auhor, 9.1, Thas. ¢ the De- -
“ fign of Miracles was not immediatelyito give Au.
‘ thority to'pacticulac-Dogtrines, but to- teftily in
! general thae thofe who:wrought themvhad fiucha

ip { Com

ving explicitely the fiveral Steps Jefus was to take

Kind. He has by certain Methods obtainedto hims

e T R B F e - i i stae:

of the Steps, he

and being invefted- with that -
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« Commiffion from God as they profeffed. . And
in my Judgment, this is.no contemptible Argument
to prove, that the :due believing Jefus to be Chrift
doth make Men Chriftians, His Miracles did not

o immediately and.directly, but only confequentially -

prove the particular Doctrines he taught. Bot they
did moft eminently prove he was the Mefliah ; adid
they were wrought for this, purpofe to induce Peo-
ple to- become his Dilciples, or Chriftians, or to
own and acknowledge him to be the Mefliah. If
thofe Perfons whofe Faith did anfwer the Intend-
ment of the Miracles, were Chriftians,
cannot handfomly be denied, that the Faith which
made them Chriltians, was a Belief that Jefus was
the Meffiah.: 7

" Yetifit fhall be clearly proved that the Explicite
Belief of any one Article diftinct from this, That
Soft is the Meflab, i required in any part of the

New Teftament, as abfolitely neceflary to make a.

Man, who acknowledges and believes in the True
" and Living God, a Chriftian, I wil acknowledge
" that fomething abfolutely neceffary to be believed to

make 4 Man a Chriftian, s omitted in the Reafona-

blenefs of Chrifbianity, 8. and I have Reafon from
that Author's Books tobelieve that he will do the
fime. But asthat Docrine muft be known, before
it can be proved to be ablolutely neceffary to be be-
lieved to make a Man a Chiiftian ;'fo T muft kriow

what it is, before T can be fatisfied that it isfucha . |

- Doctrine. And it may very reafonably be defired
of them, who affirm that there are more Dogrines
abfolutely neceflary to be believed to make Men
* Chuiftlans,sthat they would draw out a juft Scheme
of them: No, faith.this Author, “Tt will be fuffi-
¢ ciont to our prefent puipdfe,. if . we can produce
¢ any Dodrines, that are ablolutely enjoyned to be

R SR 7 believed

I chink it |

&
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¢ believed by all Chuiltians, ‘G p. 16,

Anfw. This is quite from the- prefent purpofe ;

for the enquiry is not what Dodrines are enjoyned

abfolutely ‘to be believed by all Chriftians?

what Dotrines are decl‘aredyby Chrift ant(lis hi bﬁc
poftles to be abfolutely neceflary to-be believed to
make Men Chriftians? Yet I do not think it an eafy
Tatk to prove a certain Namber of Articles abfo-
lutely neceflary to be believed by all Chriftians,
Butif that could be done, it would fignify little to
the prefent purpofe. It isacknowledged that there

. are very many Dotrines which thofe who are Chri-

ftians are obliged to-ufe their belt Endeavours t
underftand explicitely, and then believe 3 and tha‘;
fome of thefe Doctrines are not exprefly delivered
in the Gofpels, and al{o that fome of thofe Doctrings
which are tanght in the Gofpels and Adts are more
fully exprefled and explained in the Epiftes But
the Proof is yet wanting, that the explicite Belief
of every one of thele Dodlrines, and the fulleft Ex-
planations of them is ablolutely neceffary to make
Men Chriftians, And beforethey can all be proved
to be Doétrines which ate abfolutely neceflary to
be b§heved for this purpofe, their Number muft be
precifcly determined, and a_parcicular Account
mult be given of every one of them : For can any
thing' be more abfurd, than to pretend to prove
that People muft neceflurly belicve, and believe ex-
plicitely no one knows what; to make them Chri-
ﬂi:gs?
ut fappofing fome Perfon will undertake ¢
dl:aw out a full and juft Scheme of the Doétrines ‘hg’ v
will affirm, are ablolutely neceflary to be explicites
ly believed to make Men Chriftians, without wait-
ing for his Proof, that the Belief of every one of
them is ablolutely neesflary, and that there is not
‘ E3 S ong
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i

one more ablolutely neceffary tobe believed for
that purpofe (for T doubt either his Colletion or his
Proof will not immediately fatisfy all Patics). Twill

propofe Two or Three Queftions to be confidered,
which 1 think not altogether impertinent to, the pre-
fent purpofe. When a Man is convincedhat Jefus
:c the Chrift, and that it is bofhi his Duty and his
Tntereft to receivg him for his Lord, to belicve and
do whatfoever he fhall atcain toknow be hath taught
and commanded, muft he delay and forbear o r¢-
ceive him for bs Lord, till he bath foughe out, and
Jearned a certain Number of his Docrines If he

muft not fo delay, but immediaely take him for his ~

Lord, and openly avow and profefs chac he doth
believe Jefis to, be the Mefliah, and owns him for
his Lord, what Denomination belongs properly to

him, upon his making this Profeflion ? The Deno-

mination which belonged to him formerly, does
ot (1 fuppofe) properly belong to him,now be hath

renounced publickly his former Mafters, and de-

clares he is peremptarily refolved to cleave to and
follow Jefus Chrift, without any Refervation. If
it fhall be faid, be muft defer his Refigning up him-
{elf to Chrift, till he hath learned a certain Num-
ber, or (perhaps with- equal Reafon) all the Do-
crines Chrift hath taighe, not only in the Gofpels
and Ads, butin the Epiftles too ; Twould humbly
ask, for what Realon muft he fo long defer the Re-
fignation of himfelf to Chrift 2 I fuppofe, not be-
canfe he hath Affurance he fhall live long enough to
do that, after he hath taken fome or all of his Do-
&rines to task, and hath had them under bis Exa-
mination, Muft he firft of all fit in Judgmentupon
Chrifts Docrines; and fee whether they are reafon-

able, and fit, and convenient for him to affent to?

and that he fhall adt wikkly and prudenly to.ta;;e
. : . ’ t‘c
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 tha Author ofthem for HisLord? 1¢ fo; how fhall

it be madle-uppear that fuch-a Perfon receives him
for his Lord, as Chrifk otdess? “dnd conféguently
that he is & Chriftian in the Gofpel Sexife ? 15 his
believing thofe Doctrines-before he takes'Chrift for
his Lord, a believing themdsa Chiiftian fhould and
muft believe them, purely:for his fake, or becaufe
he hath taught them? feeing he muft fult know
and believe them, ~bofotd hig adventure o receive
him for his Lord,” and truft him with his Faith 2
In this cafs his believing’ thele' Dorines, feems ra-
ther the Reafon of his takifig Chrit for his Lord,
than Chrift's Auchotity the Reafon of his believing

. thofe Doriries. Out blefled Saviour tells us plainly

with what Difpofition wé'niisft-réceive him for our
Lotd, fo as if any thing he.fhall require us to be-
lieve or obey, cannot be acknowledged or perform-
ed, without expofing us to the greateft temporal In-
conveniencies and Hazards, wé muft {uftain and
encounter them, and deny our felves to the laying .
down &f “our Lives, rathéy than relinquifh our Fi.
delity to him.  But Ido-iotfind that he any where

~ requires we fhould go to’ work with his Dodrines,

and'then, if we likethem, "come and fubmit to him,
and take him for our Lord, Befides, how Men
can be faid to believe thefs Doctrines as tanghe by
him who is the Meffiab, .or Chrift, before they be-
lieve him to be the Chrift, and have yielded up
themfelves to him to believe what he hath taugh,
is not very intelligible to-me § norhow a Man's be-
fieving any thing Cheift hath taught, purcly be-
capfe %w hath taught it, can make him Chrift’s Dif
ciple : It may difcover that he is Chrift’s Difciple,
but it cannot confltate him Chift's Dilciple

- Eg K
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© YRchis demand of  juft Schemecfallehe Aticles

that are abfolutely, neceffary to be believed to make
Men Chriftians (if more than are- fet down in she
Rwﬂﬁwblemfs of Chriffianity, &c. dre ablolutely ne:

ceffary)- be not fatisfied, prove what you pleafe of

the necefity of believing more Articles, you get no
more by-it, than to overthrow the Notion you op-
pofe, ‘without advancing one more ufeful ; and you
leave People under an utter uncertainty, whether
they are, or ever fhall be Chriftians, how many Ar-
ticles foever they do, or may explicitely- believe ;
and what Petfons are to be admitted and owned for
Chriftians, yea, whether there were ever-any Chri-
fiians inthe World, at leaft fincethe Apofties Days.
People may make what Noife they pleafe with the

" Word CHU RCH, butthis Notion, if ftuck to,

will ferve the Church, as thofe did her Lord, who
cloathed him in Purple; and cried Hail to. him in

Derifion. 1fa Hundred Articles are ablolutely ne-
‘ceffary to be expliciely, believed to make Men Chris

{tias, and you can name but Ninty Nine of them,
he that fhall believe thofe Ninty Nine, arid not ex-
plicitely know and believe the other one, will fall
as really fhort of being a Chriftian, as another who
helieves but one of the whole Number., * And if this

fhould be the Cafe of her, that’s called the Church,

fhe is perfedly unchurchd, andnot one of her Mem-
hers is a Chriftian, nor can ever obtain a juft Title
to thofe Charaters, till they have recovered that
ong Article from which they have flrayed. It isve-
1y eafy, according to the Notions offered by them,
who oppole the Reafsmablensfs of. Chriffianity, &c. to

-prové that they are not Chriftiaps, But that which
I cannot comprehend is. this, For what Reafon -

they take fo much Pains to prevail with others to
believe, that they arg not what they profefs them-
. A -~ felves

4
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| felvés tobe. Formy part, I do hope, and will

believe they are Chriftians, in fpite of all their Ar.
guments to the, contrary 3 unlefs T had as fure Evi- -

‘dence that they are not fincere in their Profefion,as

they give of the Miftake of their Judgment in the
prefent Point, -~
This Author certifies he will endeavour hereafter

o thew there are ¢ Some Doétrines in the Epiftles
¢ diftiné from thofe contained in the -Gofpels or

¢ Ads, which are of that Nature, without the Be-
¢ Jief of which, though we may grant Men might
¢ be faved before they were known, yet when they
¢ were divulged, they could no more be ftiled true
¢ Chriftians without the Belief of them , than if
¢ they had not at all believed, p. 17. |

Anfw. When our belief of a Doctrine is grounded
purely upon the Nature of the Doétrine, we believe

“it-only as we are rational Creatures, and do imploy

our Reafon about the Doétrine it (1f, confidering
its Nature, ‘and not as’ Chriftians, for the only

.~ Ground of our Belief, s Chriftians, is Divine fu-

pernatural Revelation.  And let the Nature of the
Doétrine be what it will, Revelation is the Ground

- and Reafon of our believing it, 1f you will there-

fore produce: Dodtrines abfolutely neceffary to be
believed to make Men Chriftians, becaufe of the
Nature of them, you muft fetch them from Natural
Religioni, and they are to be judged of as to theit
Nature, and the Reafon of our believing them, by
Natural Reafon, without any regard to Revelation §
which isa Notion that willdo Clgwiﬁianity, Tdoubt,
but litle Service. Hitherto it hath done no incon-

+ fiderable Hurt, |

" The divalging of more Dockrines to be believed
by Chriftians, as they fhould attain the Knowledge
of them, did not make more Dodirines ablolutely
| B neceflary

)
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they weredivalged: For if it did; every new Do-
Grine, when it was divulged, became a new Con.
dition, to be explicitely confented to, in order to
any Mans admiffion into the Covenant of Grace;
and confequently there were {0 many New Cove-
nants,  Yet thefe other Docurines, when they were
divalged,were neceffarily to be believed by thofe

" particular Chriftians, who did underftand andknow

them, and fo they are now ; not to make them
y )

Chriftians, but by Virtue or Reafon of that Obliga-

tion they are under by being Chuiftians, to believe
whatfoever they fhall know their Lord hath reveal-
ed. The Difference betweenthofe who were Chri-
ftians before thefe Dodripes were divulged, “and
thofe who become Chiriftians fince, is this: They
were obliged by their being Chriftians, or believing
&e{us 0 be Mefliah, to believe whatloever he

ad or fhould reveal, when they fhould know the  §

fame, now his Revelation is compleated, thofe who
helieve him heartily to be the Meffiah, are thereby
obliged to believe whatfoever he hath Revealed, as
they attain the Knowledge thereof. For a more

* clear and full underftanding of thefe things, fee

Second Vindicat. of the Reafmablenefs, &c. pr 82, 83,

252, & 337, e 343, 344

Whereas this Author aith, . 17. € It willbe ne-

¢« ceflary to confider an Objection, or rather an E-
© vafion of the Author of the Reafmablenefs of Chrin
¢ Bianity, &c. fince it intimates that he believes as
“ ‘much of the Epiftles, and in as true a Senfe as a-
¢ ny Man whatfoever. - And then relating fome Paf.
fages in'p. 299, of the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity,
&e. afterwards faith, ¢ They do not feem akoge:
‘ ther unexceptionable, .18, I fhall obferve thélc
v o the

,,
8 it
. . « 13
'.-'\ ’

~ neceflary to be believed to-make. Men Ghriﬁi&hs-, |
than were afolutely neceffary to that purpofe before
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| the Author of the Reafonablends, &ec; dothin ]2."2"9'8-'

begin: his Anfwer ro an Objection” concerning the
Epiltles, os to this Queftidn : Whether. the Truths.de-
liwered in the Epifbles may be belsoed or disbelieved bya
Chriftian without any Danger 2 To which he anfwers,
That the Law of ‘Faith bemg a Covevant of Free Grace,
God aloric con appggnt svbat [hal be wecflarily believed by
every- one whoss M will gufbify 3 whlat is the Faivh which
be will accept, Wild acconnt for Righseonfucfs, depends
wholly v bis good Pleafure. For it is of Grace and not
Righs that this Faith is accepted and therefore be alone
can fe¢ the Meafures of it Where we have the moft
Rational Evidence for that Poine, thar (I think)
Words canexprefs, - Afterwards, in p. 299 he an-
fiwers direétly to the Queftion, affirming that the o-
ther Parts of Divine Revelation, are Obetts of Faith,
and are [o 10 be received § they are Truths, wheredf
nome that s once hnown 10 be [uch, may or ought. to be
disbeligued, &c. et notwithitanding, he affirms
the Doctrines in the Epiftles, are Divine Truths, we-
ry weighty 1o us now,and which no Chriftians who

know them, may dishelieve 3 This Author Saith, thee

Pafages are mot altogesher umesceptionable
¢ For though thefe allow the Traths contained in
¢ the Epiftles, to be Objects of our Faith ; yetthey
¢ do not fuppofe them, or any Parts of them, tobe
¢ mote fo, than dny other Places of Sciiptave,
¢ which have no Relation to the Salvation of Mans
¢ kind, and which we are only bound to believe
‘ to be true, upon the Veracity of God that reveal-
© ¢d them. p. 18, AR
/nfow. The Author of the Reafimablonefs of Chrifi-
aity, &, teacheth, That the Trurhs contained in the
Lipiftles, are Objects of dur Faith 5 becaufé they are
Divine Revelations, or Divine Truths, And this
Author, 9. 1. teacheth, “That the only End for wbc,,z‘cz
. : A : Y
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God hath revealed any thing to us, is the Eternal Benefit
and Happingfs of Mankind. The Author of the Res-

fmablenefs, &c. doth not detrad from the Honour

due to any part of Divine Revelation: But afferts,
That as they are all equally Divine Revelations, fo
they are all equally Objedts of our Faith, when
known, and have all a Relation to the Salvation of
Mankind  But how this Author will reconcile his
teaching, That the anly End for which God bath reveal.
el any thing 10 s, is the Ternal Beneft and Happinefs

of Mankind 3 with his faying, That fome Places of .
Seripture have no Relation to the Sabvation of Mankind; .

I cannot tell, without avery fingular Account of
what is meant by Doctrines having a Relation to the
Salvation of Mankind. Some Doétrines acquaint
us with the Gracious Parpofe of God towards Sin-
ners; and with the Ways and Methods how Jelus
Chrilt obtained Salvation for Mankind, which may,
be {id to have an Hiforical Relation to the Salvati-

on of Mankind, Some Doérines are abfolutely ne-

ceffary to be explicitely believed to make and con-
ftitte Men Chriftians, and entitle them to that
Salvation: Which Dodtrines may be faid to have 4
Conditional Relation to our Salvation, There are

‘Dotrines which thofe who are Chriftians muft

endeavour to underftand, and explicitely believe, as
they attain to know them, Such are thofe which
belong to the Firlt Head, and a grest many more
delivered in the New Teftament, Thefe have not
an Inmediate Relation to our Salvation: But they
may be faid to have a Confequential, and Obediential
Relation to our Salvation. The Dodtrines we are
now difconrfing of, are thofe which pertain to the
Second Head,  And if any Man think there are
Doctrines in the Epiftles diftind from thofe lai
down by the Author of the Reafomablenef, &¢. that
g
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are abfolutely neceflary to be explicitely believed
to make Men Chriftians, and entitle them to Salva-

tion, when e fhall fec down a Lift of them, and
produce his Proof that every one of them, is ablo-
lutely neceffary to_be explicicely believed to make
Men Chrillians, é. a Judgment may be made of
them ¢ But till this is done, the diftinction of Re-
wealed Truths, 1o be believed upon God's Veracity 5 and
Truths of 4 bigher Nature, will Le of little ‘or no ufe
unto me. | . ‘

I fhall bere further obferve, That 1. It iscertain
the Do@rines which relate:what Chrift hath done,
and fuffered, have not the fame Relation to the
Salvation of Mankind, the Obedience and Suffer-
ings of Chrift had. "The Doctrine which inftruéts
us what was paid to obtain Salvation for Mankind,
i< not the Price it fIf, with which that Salvation .
was purghafed. a |

2. The Belicf of thefé Dorines hath no Relati-
on to the Salvation of Mankind:- The moft:that
can'be pretended with any Colour, is only that the
Belief of thefe Dodrines hath a Relation to the
Salvation of the Perfon who doth believe them, or
to whom they are delivered and made known.

3, The Relation the Belief of thefe Doctrines
hath to his Salvation, who doth know and believe
them, is the very fame, which the Belief of any o-
ther Dodrines delivered in the New Teltament, -
hathto bis Salvation who doth know and: believe
them 3 which confifls in this, That it is an A& of
SubmiMion and Obedience to Jefis, whom he.
hath taken to be his Lord. - Whatever thofe Matters
be, whichnorwith(tanding they are revealed inthe
New Teftament, fome are pleafed to Term Indif-
ferent Matters, 2 fincere Chriftian is a5 much oblie

ged ta helicve them, ‘when he knows they are-1¢~.
S | ‘ T « vealed
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vealed there, ‘s he:is to bilicve any other'Matters

which are revealéd there,

For 4. The Reafon of my believing any Doctrine
a5 [ am a Chriftian, is, Divine Revelation, and
not the Nature of the Doétrine, that is, of the
Matter taught : And therefore my believing one
Dodtrine, hath the fame Relation to my Salvation,
that my- believing another Doctrine Chiift hath
taught, hath to my Salvation : they being equally
Ads of Obedience to Chrift, and the Ground and
Reafon of each Belief being the very fame. Yetl

will acknowledge, that'ifi our Belief of -thele |

Dodtrines (this Author hath- a refpeét to) had the
~ fame Relation to our partaking of Salvation, the
Ohedience and Sufferings of Chriflt (which were
‘the real Price; and a proper purchaling of Salvation
for Mankind) had to the parchafing of Salvation
for Mankind, the Belief of them would be ablo-
lutely neceffary to Salvation. Bt then I muft add,
we fhould hereby as properly purchale our own
Salvation, as Jefuis Chrift did Salvation for Mankind,

which is a Notion I cannot eafily be reconciled.

) o ,
. I 2 Judgment is to be made from the Nature
of Dodrines, what Dotrines are abfolutely necef-
fary to be'believed to make Men Chriltians, or to
Salvation, then this Neceflity of helieving them to
this Purpofe, muft be obvious to the Natural Rea-
fon of Mankind; and every Man muft judge for
himfelf (by confidering the Nature of thefe ‘Do-
&rines) which and how many are abfolutely ne-
ceflary to be believed to Salvation : which isa No-
tion, that as' it lays afide Chrilt's and his Apoftles

Authority to determine’ the Matter ; o it will not

do the Church any great Setvice, without pretend-
ing that otig” certain Man, or'a Number of Men; is
- # | o to
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" to make this Judgment from the Natwe of the Do~

Grines Chrift and his Apoftles have taughit, and all
others muft reft fatisfied with, and depénd wholly
on his or their Determination, This indeed may
have a Tendency to raife humane Authority to a
great height, in the moftimporcant Bufidefs of Re.
ligion, but then it will beino Advancage to the Nas
ture of Dodtrites: for hereby Peoplewill be determi-
ned to take them for Dodtrines abfolutely neceflary
to be believed, not from their perceiving that fuch

a neceflity arifes from- their Natare, but from bare

humane Authority, ‘Nor can they be certain that

+ he or thoft who have judged them to be abfolutely.

noceflary to be believed to Salvation, have been de-
termined in their Judgment,. by theNature of cheir
Dodrines, and not by their own arbitrary Pleafure,
till they have refolved the Matter themfelves, by
exercifing their own Reafon about the Nature of
the particular Doétrines, which fhall be recom-
mended to, rather impofed on them, -

It plainly appears by what the Author of the Req-

 fonablenefs of Chriftianisy, 8c/ hath writ, that though
| he doth not think the Epiftles the moft proper parts
" of thie New Teftament to be confulted, in order to

our difcerning which be the Dotrines Chrift and
his Apofiles did require to be believed as ablolucely

. neceflary to make Men Chriftians, -or to Salvation,

yét that he thinks the Doétrines contained in the
Epiftles, are Fundamental Articles, to be actually
beligved by Chriftians now , as they obtain the -
Knowledge of them.  And that they are'to-make -
fuch ofe of them . as t'he{ fhall underftand they

- ought to make of them, -either-by confidering theic

Nafure,or what they find the Sctiptiire doth in-
ftrud concerning the -{ame. . See ' Reafomablensfs of
Chriftanisy, 8c, p. goo: Secamd Kindis of ity pi20T.

and 319, - But
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£ hidve.a Relation to the Salvation of Mankind, are

] »'to;bé;‘b‘eliég&d‘fupon anothet Ground, befidesthat |

- %of mere Revelation. p. 19,

o i dnfws:‘:“U:Fon what Ground are they to be. be-

;"'f,".jﬂ,,l‘iev,e.d,’ befides the Veracity of God who revealed

o them?Is that Ground better or worfe? doth it lay -
-+ a greater or:lefs Obligation on People to believe
" them, than:Divine Revelation does? I expect not

. to.meet with a better Reafon, why I am to believe

 any of Chrilts Doctrines, than this, that he taught

‘them. Thofe who will niot acquiefce here, may

* wander where they pleafe for Satisfaction,” provie -

ded they will not go about to compel others to rove
“with them. Moreover, are not thofe places of
 Scripture, where thefe Dodirines lie, Hiftorical?
declaring the Way and Method how Jelus obtained
Salyation for Mankind. Andis there any way for
People to know, that what is declared in thofe Do-
&rines, had 3 Relation'to the Salvation of Man-
kind, but Revelation? It had no natural Relation to

the Salvatjon of Mankind, How isit poffiblethen
to know from its Nature, that it was gracioufly ap- -
pointed to have a Relation to that End 2 We can-

ot know any thing more from the Nature of 2
~ thing, than the Natute of the thing s fitred to dif
cover, If it be faid, that the Difcourfe is not con-
cerning the Nature of the Thing treated of in the
Doétrine,but concerning the Nature of the Dotrine

itfelf. T anfiwer, wecan learn no more from the

‘Nature of the Do@rine than the Dorine doth de-

- liver: Therefore if the Doétrine do not declare
that the Belief of it is abfolutely neceffary to Salva-
tion, we cannot learn any fuch thing from the Na-
‘ture of the Dotrine, becanfe the Nature of ‘the
Doctring doth not deliver any fuch thisg, Beﬁd;s;
- |  the

1« Bat; (il this‘Author,  Thefé Doctrines whichi' |

()
the Doétrine it felf being a Divirie Revelition; ; Di-
vine Revelation s the only Reafon:and Ground/of

Hined

our believingit: And the: Nature of that Dodtring

* confifk in-this,- that it is a Divine Ravelation. ... -

In the nexc Place, this Author confidérs the At

thority. of our Saviour intrufted!in his; Apoftles

whichis expreft in their Commiflion;:: Mat. 28, 19;

20, 21, Which Commiflion as icinvelts ciem with

¢ g full 4 Power of teaching whatfoever was niégef-
“ fary to Salvation, fo it lays as great a Neeeflity
¢ upon others of believing them, as if Chrilt hime

¢ felf had tanghe in his own Perfon. . 193200

Anfiw. Very true: Bot all that Jelus, Chrift-him-

£If did teach, was not, nor is not abfolutely necefe

fary to be explicitely believed, 10 make Mea Chtis
ftians, or to- Salvation ;- only fo.much of it s he re-
quired to e believed, as ablolutely neceffary there:
anto.  And the fame is to be {aid s to the Apoftles.
Our Saviour intrafted bis Apoftles with Authority
to Difeiple People to him, and upon their avouchs

ing him for their Lord;. to- Baptize and externally

admit them into his Church, -and then to teach
them the other Doétrines he had authorized

- them to divulge, asthe Laws of his Kingdom,:and

Mauters they were to learn, and having learned,
malt neceffarily believe. But he did not-intraft
them with an Authority to make ¢ New-Gouemant
with People, and to require the Belief of more ‘Ar-

ticles as ablolutely neceffary to make them. Chyrifti-

. ans, or to Salvation, than he himfelf had required

as ablolutely neceflary to bebeliavq_d.fgr ,th,atpprpofc.
The Epiftles ate part of that Revelation Chrift hath

R SRR
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given to be the Ruleof all Chriftians Faith, Butno.

other Dodrines are abfolutely neceffary to be expli-
citely believed to make Men Chriftians, or to Sal-

vation, than thofé, on the believing and owning of
F

whieh,
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" which, Chrift and his Apofles did admit thofe Un-

belicvers, to whom they preached, into the Church
and Kingdomof Chrilt if onr Saviour himfelf did
underftand the Covenant of Grace, and thg Terms
on which Peoplewere to be admitted into it 5 of if
the Apoftles did: underftand their. Commiffion.
For they neithier. required the euplicite-Belief of

‘thofe Diftinét Doctrines they have delivered in their

Epiftles, as ablolutely neceffary to make Men Chric
ftians, in their Preaching to Unbelievers; if we
may credit the Relation given of the Method and

Tenourof their Miniftry, <in the Adts of the Apo-

ftles.3 “Nor do they intheir Epiftles any where -

uire the explicite Belief of thefe Doctrines as ab.
olutely neceffary to be explicitely believed to make
Men Chriftians. - They have in their Epiltles deli-
vered many Dorines which ‘Believers.or Chrifti-
ans are to be prefléd: to endeavour to under(tand,
and explicitely believe on hazard of their Salvati-
o3 which (I conceive) they bad prefled on thofe
who were converted, befote they writ their Epi-
Rles, a5 well as they did then, and afterwards, DBut
they. do not any where in their Epifles teach that
thefe Docrines are abfolutely-neceffary to be belie-
ved explicitely to make Men Chriftians, or to Sal-

vation, Sce Second Vindic. of the Reafomablenefs of |

Chrifiianity, &c. 76, 83, &av-

Y,

In p. 23, this Author faich fomething concerning

the Covenant of the Gofpel, but gives not a clear

and diftiné Account (in my Judgment) of that
Covenant, and the Conditions thereby made abfo-

lutely neceflary for our obtaining Happinefs, though
‘ge/;rlﬂy'ﬁlith, This ss fully done in the Covenant of the
Gofpel,-, — ' ‘

The

| ey

~ The Colrertant:of the Golpel; in fhort, (1 chink)
ssthiss Thatiallhofe fhallhave Eternal Life, who
do fo heartily believe- Jefus - tobe-the Mefliah, or
Chrift, as to reaeive-him for their Liord, with ins

 vincible Purpofe énd Reéfolation to-be ablolutely go. -

verned by hit; (0 far as they fhal obtain the

~ Knowledge of his.Pleafure, let: what Inconvenien-

cies, Difficultigs,or Hardhips fosver happeti to be
in their wayy:and.that they wil ferioufly apply

themfelves ‘to know his Pleafare, - Eternal Life 18
" the Benchie or. Bleffing tere Promifed by Chrift;
_The Condition he appoints to be_complied witht,

or performed on our Part, in order t0 0ur heing
entitled to receive that Bencfit from him, isnot an
explicite believing a certain Number of particular
Dodrines, he, or his Apoftles fhould teach, but ons
ly a believing him to be the Mefliah, o Chrift,
fo 15 to take him ablolutely for our Lord and
Kingg. ¥ :

¢ And as the Conditions are neceflary to be

¢ kown (fih this Aachor) before we can por

¢ form them (which is very trae, and undeniably
¢ certain,) fo God has taken: (ufficient care to give
¢ us 2 full Revelation of them ; firltin a large Hi-
¢ flory of the Method that Chrilt made ufe of, for
¢.the purchafing of ot Redemption, and thg i-
¢ racles which he wroughit for the Confirmation of

¢ his Miffion-and Dodring p. 23:

Anf 1. God has given us @ large Hiftory of

- the Method Chrift took by his Ordet, to purchal® .

our Redemption, that 15, to purghafe to himfelf a
Right to publiﬂx.the,afonefai'd Covenant, and to
perfort what is there promifed, to them who 1ba

"~ comply with, and perform the Conditions thera

expreffed.  But neither the Method, nor the expli-

cite believing of it, is ‘made the Condition onouf -
F i paity .
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part, of the Covenane, iThc”a&aal*::obferviﬁrg' of |

that Method; was Cluifts part, iniorder:to his.ob-

taining or purchafling: to'hiifelf ¢hé Right- before

mentioned. And feeing he hath revealed that he

did take this Method: for this End, it is an Aricle, - |

o Tundamenta) Artich; 0 be believed by every one
who hath received hin for his Lovd, and is there:
by entred into Covenant with him, or vith God
theeugh him, when he knows that he hath revealed
it. - 2, The Hiftory of thé Miracles Chrift wrobght,
isa .mighty, proper, and powerful Inducement to

us, to believe that lie is the Meffiah, and a very .

good: Introduction to our taking bhim - for owe

Lod. = -

¢ And Secondly, Tn' a more fuil and clear Mani-
* feftation, by the coming of the Holy Ghoft, of
¢ all thofe things, ‘which weie required of us tobe
¢ believed. SN g

Anfw. The Holy Gholt was fent, or poured forth
on the Apoftles, to inable them o work Miracles
to prove their Miion. by, or from Chrift, to pub-
lith the fame gracious Declaration Jefus Chrift had
made before, and to admit chofe who fhould- re-
ceive Jefus for their Lord, into his Kingdom, -upon
their profeffing the fame, and acknowledge them
for his Sibjedts, and .to inftruét and teach- them,
and leave to the Church, a particular, compleat Ac-
count, and Body-of all the Laws of Chrift’s King-
dom, which muft be ftudied; believed and ubfer-

ved by his Subjects; as long asthey live, Thefe are

not the Conditions which are ablolutely neceffary
to be explicitely. believed, or confented to, to make
Meu Chriftians, but they are the Laws of Chrifts
Kingdom, which thofe who receive him for their
Lord and King, are to endeavour to learn, and as
they attain to know them, explicitely believe at'{)d

. 0D~
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obferve 3 which is a.good, and full Employmenttor
them, aslongas they live, after they are Chrirlians,

et eheir ives e lenigthened to everfo great an Ex-

tent, Bur the Holy Ghoft was not given to the
Apofties, to empower them to make a New Coue-
want with People, by making more Articles abfo-
lutely necefla:y to be believedto Make Men Chri-
fhians, than Chii& himflfhad made fo; though
they were to produce more Proof and Evidence of
what he had made abfolutely neceffary to be belie-
ved, than-was given before 5 and were to funih
Chriftians with 2-more compleat Body of the Laws
of that Kingdom they were Members of, than was
before publithed. See Seand Vindic, of the Reafomabs
.89, 90, 321, 330, It may therefore with' great
Trath, and 1 think, for that Reafon, without any
abfisrdity beaffimed, that all things which are abs
folutely neceffary to be explictcely believed o Sale
vation, are fully and clearly contained 'in the Gof-
oels, See Seeond Vindic. of the Reafomablenfs of Chrie
fHanity, &e. 9. 73, ST
In p. 30. This Author difcourfes concesping the
Apofties Creed 5 and faih, That ° The Articles of
¢ that Creed “are not to be-looked on as the only
¢ Fundamencalé, unlefs we alfo Grmly believe the
¢ natural Confequences and Conclufions from them,
¢ and the frequént Explanations of them which are
¢ far down in the other Parts of Revelasion, That
is, thofe Explanations of them which are fet in the

. Epiftles diftinét from what is faid of thenu in the

Gofpels and Adts. ! | .
~ Anpw, Twill wave taking Notice of feveral things
which might be obferved here, from the Generality
and Extenfiveneh of the Expreffions bere ufed :
And thall only put this Author in mind, that the

Queftion he fhonld peremptorily anfwer to, is thicy
F 3 Whe-
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Whether all that is abloltely neceffary to be expli-
citely believed by Chrift's‘and his Apo:i/’dés‘A‘;:é?fg:»

ment, to make Men Chuiftians, be contained in

thar Creed ? If dhiofe who anfwer this Queftior
Negatively, be in the Right, let them &em
they pleale of the great ‘Blteem and Vengration
they have for his Creed, and the Church of England,
there is no help for it, buit both the one and the o-
ther muft unavoidably fall under-a very ugly Refle
&ion’; for the more full clearing of which, and an-
fiyzr to what this Author hath fycher wrlt on this

Subject, 1 fhall refer to the Second Vindi. of the Rea:

fomsh p.74, &e. 77, 163, 169, &e,
Inp. 31, and g2. This Author offers confiderati-

ons in anfwer to a Paflage he quotes out of p. 297.

of the Reafonab, of Chriftianty, &¢. I thall here onl

obferve , ' Firft, That thefe Confiderations ar)e(:
gronnded upon Two great Miftakes: 1. A Suppo-
fiion that the Force of the Argument he oppofeth,

depends upon dhe time when the Gofpels and Adts, -

and when thé Epiftles were writ 5. viz. which were

writ fiet, Whereas the Force of the Argument -

‘B,.X'CS in this: That thofe Truths delivered in the E-
pifiles cannot be abfolutely neceffary to be explicite.
Iy believed to make Men Chriftians, which were

not revealed til] after the Deceafe of many who

“ayere Chriftians. By the Epiftles we underftand

what Dodtrines the Apoftles were intrufted to i
hat Dodtrines the Apoftles wer fted to in-
ftruét Chriftians iny but fuppofing the Agls, -and

every one of the Gofpels had been writ after all the .

Epiltles, they acquaint us moft clearly and di
“piltles, y and diftinét-
Jy what were the' Doétrines which Chrift ;and'\)his

Anoftles propofed as abfolutely neceffary to be-ex-

Bm:{e-‘-y believed by Unbelievers to make them
;,Ixzuﬂlixxs, 2. A -Suppofition that  the Author. of
the Rcvzjmﬁ&leﬁefs of Chriftianizy, S, rejeéts the Epi¢
S T T {iles
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" {Hes from being part of that Rule of Faith, that
1 Cheift hath given to Chriffians for which T can-

not perceive the leaft Ground, . |
Secondly, that this Paffage.this Author pretends to
anfiwer, hath the full Evidence of Demonttration,
with refpeét to the Words immediately before it.
Having declared that the Autbors of the Epillles
were infpired from above, and writ nothing but
Truth, and in moft Places very weighty Truths to
us, &o He adds, But ger cviry Semtence of thetrs

st ot be taken up and looked on 45 o Fundamental

Article necefJary.to Saluation, witheut an explicite Relief

+ whereqf, no Body could be 0 Mermber of Chriff’s Church

bere, nor be admisted w0 bis Esernal Kingdom hereaf-
ser. Where we fee what he means by Fundamen--
tal Articles, in the very next Sentence, whichis the
Pallage reflected on by this Author, and deliversd
i1y thele Words 3 If by or moft of bhe Truths declared
in the Epiftles were to be seceivtd and believed as Finda-
wental drticles, what the became of thofe Chrifians
who were fallen aflep (as S Paul witmeffes i bis Firft

~ 10 the Corinthians, many wert) befors fbefe things in the

Epiftles were revealed to themd.
To this Paflage in the Reafomable ofs of Chrifianitys
&c. po294 The Epiftles being. ol apritten 10 thefe who

were Believers and Chriffians, the Qpeafion and Bnd of
swriting then, coyld not be to inffruch them 1 z.bab which
This Author

was necefJary 1o make them . Chriffigns,

‘

replies in thefe Wordss

......

¢ This foems rather t0 Rrengthen thanlefenthe

< Force of the Argyment, Lhd
¢ taught thofe fame Dodtrines for Bundamentals bee

That.the Apoftles had

¢ fore, {,which‘.;hey»af.ticrwgfds communicated asla- .

¢ Gred Depofitums of thetr ;faitb,;'. P4y




Anfw, Suppofing they had taught the very fame
~ Dodrines before, . to the Chriftians or Churches
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they afterwards writ to, and fo they were Funda.
mentals tothofe Chriftians who had been inftraed
inthem; yet there is no force -in the Argument
that thele Doctiines are abfolutely neceffary to be
explicitely believed to make Men Chriftians; or
were o to them, till it be proved, that they had pro-
pounded thef Dodtrines-to be explicitely believed
to make them Chriftians, .

In anfwer to another Paffage quoted out of the
fame Page of the Reaforablenefs of Chriftianity, &c.

this Author propounds.this Queltion ;¢ How can *

“ it be proved, that all thofe the Epiftles weie writ.
“ ten to, underflood all the Fundamentals of Re-
“ ligion? '

Anfw. The Queftion is, whether they were
Chriftians, though they did not underftand all thofe
Doctrines you call Fondsmentals bere ¢ 1f they
were Chriftians, then thofe you call Fundamentals,
were not ablolutely neceffary to be expliciely be-

lieved.to make them Chuiftians. 1f any fhall fay, |
they were not Chriftians, to whom the Apoftles

wiit theie Epiftles, they may, if they pleafe, ex-
cule my want of Complaifance, in declaring I fhall
chufe to believe the Apoftles rather than them.
Again, faith this Author, * May there not be
* fuppofed to be fome Iefs knowing amongft them?
In anfwer to which, Task, Were thofelefs know-

ing .Pe('-fo’ns,ﬁCh"r-i’fﬁ‘ians? if not, how came-they to -
be concerned in-the Epiftle ? or how came they to

be Members of the Church to which the Epifie
was writ - The latter part of the Queftion, ¢ And
¥ fome whor would not " throughly believe feveral
* Doctrines of Chriftianity, without fuch an Au-

, * tho-

(73)
¢ thority the Apoftleshad, @, feems not to beara
prt);ggo}tlxs Afpe%t to what’ this Author formerly ad-
vanced, as the way to diftinguils Fundamental Trurhs

from other Darts of Divine Revelation. Whiat this Auj _
thor further faith on this Subjed, is no more than

what I think is fufficicntly anfwered in my Animad-
verfions, p. 26, 27. But T do not p‘;rcewe'»how it
will follow from what this Author hath faid, that
it cannot be beter difcerned by confulting the Gof-
pels and Adts, “what are the Articles Chrift-and
his Apoltles propounded as ablolutely neceffary to
be explicitely believed to make Men Chriftians,
than the Epiftles: And if that do not follow from
his Difcourfé, nothing follows fromit, that is to the
purpofe againft the Reafomablenefs of Chriftianity, &c.
Nor will it follow ¢ The Apottles were urgfawh}ul
¢ to their Truft, or that they clog Mens Faith with
¢ unneceffary Points of Be\ief, bequﬁa they have
" taught feveral Doctrines which are not ablolutely
¢ neceffary to be explicitely believed to make Men
¢ Chriftians, but which Chriftians muft labour fo
¢ underftand, and which will then be neceflary to

¢ be explicitely believed by them. The Apofiles ~

idelity to their Truft, isnot to be judged of by
m;‘: ‘grejudicated Fancies, and thereforga‘ Perfons
had need take heed of determining that ¢ The A-
¢ poftles odght certainly to_be blamed for Writing
¢ fiich Dodtrines in their Egl{ﬂes, 25 are fiot abfo-
* lutely neceffary to be explicitely-believed to make
€ Men Chriftiaris, It is no Argument of ‘an unwa-
1y Chriftian, bt the Duty of a good Chriftian, Ka
ombrace the Dotrines delivered in the Epiftles, when he,

e hi -
knows them, and that they are delivered there, & -

firmly as any other Doffrines whatfoever, - o
| ¢ But

]
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¢ But, (faich this Author) if it can be proved that
F the great and pringinal End of the Writing of
¢ their Epiftles, was go deliver -feveral Doétrines

¢ that Bould be neceffacily believed to Salvation by

¢ all who were converted to the Faith, we ate ob-
¢ lieged to believe them as fuch, #. 35.

Anfw. Verytrae s But then 1. Ifwhat you fug- |
gelt here, was the great and- principal End of wri-.

ting their Epiftles, the Canfe s clearly given up. to
ehé Author of the Reafomablenefs of Chriffianity, &c.
For then the great and principal End of the writing
of their Epiltles, was not to deliver feveral Do-
‘Grines abolutely neceflary tobe explicitely believed
‘to make Men Chriftians, or Converts to the Faith,
‘2, It will not be eafy to prove that all that are Chri-
fHians, muft neceffarily explicitely believe every Do-
&rine delivered inthe Epiftles, though the Doctrines
are necefTarily to be believed by all Chriftians who

do underftand them. This Author then proceedsto-

‘prove, what he hath declared, to be the great and

principal End of writing the Epiftles, was really
fo, by producing many Places out of them : All

which I may pals over without any Obfervation,
becaufe it is not pretended that they prove any thing
'more, than that that thofe who are Chriftians maft
neceflarily believe them. But becaufe this Author
fomerimes infers, That the-explicise Belisf of them #
"abfolutely meceflary to Salvation; 1 will briefly intimate
what 1 conceive to be the proper import of thofe
Places of Scripture he quotes: x Cor, 14, 37. fpeaks
ot barely of - Chriftians; but -Perfons whp preten-
ided (at leaft) to be infpired. But take it of Chrie
tians, -all who did know what he had writ, or that
he had writ things , were to believe explicitely.or
implicitely, that the things he writ were the Come
mandments of God, becauf: they knew he had gi-
R R | yen
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ven full Proof of bis Apoftlefhip; and in the fame
manner are Chriftians now to acknowledge the
fame, 1Cor. 15 1. ¢ Is a very plain Acdespt
how he had preached to them, that Jefus was the

- Meffiah, and what forts of Proofs yye had propoun-

ded for their Conviction, and that they bad belie-
ved this Gofpel, 25 alfo. that this was the Faith by
which they were {aved and made Chriftians, withe
out thebelieving of which, whatgver elfe they be-

Jieyed would not avail them to Salvation. Vid, Se

cond Vindic. of the Reafomablenefs of Chriftianity, cc,
5. 269" The Apofile in his Third Chapter of this
Epiftle had declared, that Jefus Chrift is the Foun-
dation, without borrowing other Articles to under-
propit, (fome proof of which he here minds them
of ) and that all the other Articles of the Chriftian
Religion , - are Superfrudtures erected on that
Foundation, Rom. 10. 9. hath been formerly con-
fideted.. Vid, Second Vindic. of the Reafonab. &c. p,
303, &c. 1 Tim. 3. 16, Isa Motive to Timathyto
take care to behave himfelf in the Church of God,
as he ought, 1 Th, 4. 1. Is a Direction to Chriftians
to take heed of entertaining the Dorines which
falfe Teachers would obtrude on them ; certifying
they might juftly conclude thofe to be falfe Teack-
ers, who did deny Jefus Chrift to be real Man.
The 14th and r5th Verfes are exprefi, that belie-
ving Jefus to be the Son of God, or the Mefliah, - -
doth make 2 Man a Chriftian, Whether believing
him to be the Son of God, be a diftinét A here
from the believing him to be the Mefliah, may be
confidered when we come to the place where it is
to be fhewed, 2 Cor. 1.1 Doth not, confidered
fridly, declare any thing ‘more than that theydid
know and own the Truth of what he had writin -
the former Verfe concerning his Converlation

Y2




(76)

5 Thef, 2. 15. fhews that Believers or Chriftians
muft take care to hold falt whatever Doclrines they
fiave been infruéted in, and fully aflured are
* Chrifts Dodtrines. Not onic of thefe Places of Scrip.
tare confidered by it RIE, nor all of them confider-
ed together, do prove that the’ Apoftles enjoyned
the explicite Belief of all that they writ in theiv
Epiftles as abfolutely necefMary to Salvation. Thele
and inoumerable ozher Places of Scripture, are of
great ufe to thofe who are of the fame Judgment
with the Author of the Reafsnablencfs of Chriftianity,
&e. to fhew them that are Clriftians, that they
ought to fét a very great value on the Writings of
the Apoftles, that they oughe to be very diligent
in endeavouring to acquire as diftinét a Knowledge
as they can, of the Dockrings they have delivered in
their Epiltles, that they onght to take great care to
retain and hold falt what Dotrines they have
tearned from their Writings, and that they muft not
entertain any DoGrines for Articles of their Faith,
but whac Chrift and his Apoltles have taught.

¢ And (Gith this Author). it would be abfurd to
¢ imasin that the Apdftles fhould: ill their Writings
« with any of the Doctrinesof Chriftianity, if they
¢ did not impole a necefficy upon Men of believing
"¢ themy p37 o - ~'
Afw. Truzy 1f Chrillians when they know they
have writ chem, fhould be'a: liberty not to believe
them, - But would it be ubfird to imagine they
fhould fill their Epifiles to Believers or Chriftians,
with Do@rines of Chriftianity, if they did not im-
pofe an abfolute neceffity on Unbelievers to believe
them all explicitely to make them Chriftians? Is
every particular Doctrine that is to be be believed,
tobe explicitely known and believed by Unbelisvers
. to make them Chriftians? fo that when once they
are

. s
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are Chiiflians, thee is nothing more for them to
endeavour to know. and believe £ e
¢ And here (adds chis Author) it is not material
whether the. Epifiles were wricten to” thofe wha
‘were already Chriftians, and whether defigned
to teach them any Dorines, to inltruét. them in
what was neceflary to make them Beligvers. 5 but
it is fufficient that they could not continue trug
Chriftians or DBeligvers, without acknowledging,
the Doctrines there delivered for fundamental: Ar4
¢ ticles of Paith, and:neceffary to be believed by all

¢ Chrifians. -« o v
Anfiw. Tam not certain that | comprehend what
this Author means by Marerial here, and in {omg
other Places, Buc I think the Apoftles would have
thought it very impertinent for them to attempt,
and utterly impoflible 1o teach thole who were Chriv
ftians, any Doctiines they were ignorant of, which
were abfolutely neceflary to be explicitely believed
to make them Chriflians, or Believers. And accor-
ding to the Senfe which I put on the Word Mate-

i

-

yial, on fich occafions as this, I conceive it very
material, whether the Perfons the Epittles were -

writ to, were Chriftians, before they did expiicitly
know and believe the Docurines the Epiiiles were

‘defigned to infteuct them i, for if they were, the
explicite Belief of thofe Dodtrines, could pot be ab-

folutely neceflary to make chem Chriftiane, How
Chriffians were under a neceffity of believing them,
when they underflood them, hath. heen formerly
fhewed. Bt they might continue good Chriftians
without acknowledging they were neceflary to be
beligved by all Chriftians. It was, fufficient to dc.
koowledge that all Chiftians ougbt to-¢endeavour

to know them, and that they ar¢ necelfary to bebe-
. 0 ligved
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fieved by all Chriftians; when they underftand

thetn to be Docrines taught by the Apoftles.

To what this Author hath further. writ in this
Page, I will only fay thefe Two things; 1. That
thofe to whom 'the Apoftles writ their Epiftles, did

profefs to believe all that was ablolutely neceflary -

to be believed to make Men' Chriftians, otherwife
they would not have wric to them under the Name
of Chriftians. 2, That there are very few, if any
Chriftians, who have a perfe Knowledge of ‘all
the Articles-of Faith delivared in the New Tefa
ment, and yet othet People may be very good
Chriftians, -and take the Epiftles-for a part of the
Rule of their, and other Chriftians Faith.

In p. 38, This Author appears not willing to ad-
mit ¢ That the Epiftles to the Gorintbians, Galatians,
¢ Theffalmians a0d Philippians, were writ upon par-
¢ ticular Occafions, becaule they were defigned for
© whole Provinces, and obliged a great Number &-
¢ qually with thofé Churches they were fent to.

Anfw, Thatwhich made the Epiftles oblige Chri:
flians who were, out of the Pfovinces, made them
oblige all the Chriftians in the Provinces; there-
fore pafling over . Metropolitical Controverfies, I
will take Notice of thefe few things: r. All the
Epiftles were defigned for the ufe of the whole
Church of God, in'that and all fucceeding Ages;
yet they might be writ upon particular Occafions,

and for that Realon be directed immediately to

thofe particular Churches or Peifons, who *were
more efpecially concerned in thofe parts of them,
which have a refpect to the particular Occafions of
thelr being written. 2. It will be very hard (o give
a rational and fatisfactory Account of many Paffa-
- gesin the Epittles to the Corvithians, &e. if there

was
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was fio. particular - occafion of wiiting' them. to
thofe Churches. Some may be apt to fufpedt
they have Ground to: think the:Apofiles were
ot well advifed ( which is a. Jealoufy, thofe
who believe they were infpired, fhould not be
forward to foggeft ) in- writing feveral things
which are to be found in thele Epiftles, if-there
was-fio particular Occafion of writing them to
thofe Churches to which they were fent, and par-
ticlarly addrefled. 3. That which makes the Epi.

ftles oblige all Chriftians, is this, that they are Di-
vine Revelations ; and therefore all who acknow- .
ledge they were writ by inlpired Perfons, and are
of Divine Authority, muft be obliged: by them :
for their being writ on particular Occafions'does ot
leflen or impair their Authority. 4. What is pre-
cifely limited in thefe Epiftles to the particular oc-
cafions on which they-were writ, did not then ob-
lige any direétly and immediately, whofe Circum-
ftances were not the fame, and they will oblige all

- whofe Occafions are the fame,. to'the End of the
- World, . o

“This Author further takes notice, That ¢ The
¢ Firft Epiftle of St. Jobn, is directed to all Chrifti-
Cans, & g9 I

Anfw. From that, T think we may rationally ar-
gue, that it can diré@ly concern none but thofe
who are Chriftians 3 and that its main defign codld
not be to inftruét them in the Doctrines ablolutely
neceflary to be believed by them, n order to their
becoming Chriftians, =

This Author in . 44, doth acknowledge, That
¢ The general Defign of the Bpiftles was to fetcle

¢ and ftrengthen Men in the Eaith, - o

Aqd
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 Andiffo, muft they not be in the Faith, that is,
Chriftians, befyre they couldbe fetled and ftrength-
ened, ¢ in the Faith? And is not the Defign of
them the {ame fill 2 vz not to teach Articles ab-

foluely neceflary to be explicitely believed to make

Men Chriftians, but to fettle and ftrengthen thofe
who are Chriftians, in the Faith.

¢ But (faith this Author) it cannot be denied
¢ that the Epifile to the Hebrews doth contain fome

¢ Dodrinesablolitely neceflary to be believed to .

¢ Salvation by all Chriftians, if this may be grant-
¢ ¢d, that the fame Faith was required after Con-
¢ verfion, both-from Jew and Geule, 9. 39.
Anfw. Thisis wholly foreign to the prefent Pur-
pofe: For the Eaquiry 15 not about what is, or may
be neceflaty for Chriftians, or Perfons afer they
are converted, to believe ? But what Dotrings are
ablolutely neceffary to be explicitely believed to
make Men Chriftians? Yet becaufe this Author
frequently fpeaks of fome Do&rines being abfolutely
necefJary to be believed to Salvation, by all Chrifti-
ans, fome of which Do&rines are not to be found
any where buc in the Epifiles ; 1 will prapofe Two
or Three fhort Queftions to be confidered by the
Readers 1. Muft every Chriltian explicitely believe
thefe Dotrings? 2. Canany Chriftian explicitely

believe a Doctrine he knows nothing of 2 3. Ifhe -

fuft know the Dorines propofed to be believed,
and muft know that Jefus Chrift hath taught them,
before he can be obliged to believe them; how can
‘any Doétrine be abfolutely neceflary to be believed
by Chriftians to Salvation, when there are Conditi-
ons neceffacy. to his being obliged to believe them?
There are Docrines abfolutely neceflary to be be
lieved to make Men Chuiftians, becanfs withtéut
e ga

- onal and invincible Anfwer is given to this and the
| G.

o (a)
believing thetr they cannot b Chriftians. But there
cannot be any other Doétrines ablolutely neceffary
to be believed by one who isa Chriftian §. for by
being a Chriftian, be is obliged  not to believe any
Doétring, but upon certain Conditions,  He muft
explicitely know the Doétrine;. before he believes it,
and he muft know that it is a Doctrine which Jefas,
whom he hath taken for his Lord hath taught; A

. Chriftian is not o betieve Doctrinesat all adventurs,

nor upon every ones Wotd, who has a'mind- to
thruft Doctrines upon him, His believing a-Do-
¢trine muft be an intelligent, rational A& of Sub.

* mifllon and Obedience to his Lord,  All the Dg.

ctrines any Chriftians' ( whether before Jews or
Gentiles) can be obliged to beligve, are laig down
in the New Teftament. They:are not limited to

one particular part of thofe Saored Writings: Antl

all Chriftians muft endeavour to'know as miany of
them as they can, and then: believe them. . Bat
there is nota precife Number of Doctrines fex down

in any one Part of Scripture, as abfolutely neceffary

to be believed by any Chuiltian, ‘or beyend which

a Chriftian is not to endeavour to extend his

Belief. - A
In p. 4% This Author by way of Reply to. what
he hath quoted out of the Fir Vindication of the

~ Reafonablenefs of Chriftianisy, 8c. p. 14, where'that
-Author declarés the Realon why he did. not go
through the Epiftles to collect the Fundamental Ar-

. ticles of Faith, & propounds certain Queftions,

whereof the principal s this 3+ ¢ But how are thefe
¢ Fundamental Points to be found in the Gofpels
* and Ads, better than in the Epiftles ? .

Anfw. Though I think a very folid, {trong; ratie

othes
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er Queftions, 1 .
(l’xta‘:h %md out of the Firft Vindic, from wh;.ch he.
hath taken occafion to . propole thefe Queftions ;
yet becaufe the fame Author hath exprefled himfeli
more largely concerning:this Matter, in his Second
Vindicatich of the Reafonablent)s of Chriffianity, %cc, |
fhall refer the Reader to p. 141, 142. of that Book,
where 1 think he may find as compleat Satnsfa&]l;m-

" ¢o thefe Querics, ascan reafonably bedefired B
fince this Author doth here, as welkas in fevera ?‘7
ther places, fpeak of Truths revealed, or delnv;:rph,
or taught in the New Teftament, ¢ Which he faith,

¢ have: fio refpect to Man’s Salvation, and which ¢

y inos indifferent 5 1 fhall take leave to ask a
fe:rm&%?ﬂgions. For what End were thofe Truths
taught in the New Teftament, which have no re-
peé to Man's Salvation > Which be thofe Truths
Chrift hath taught, which ha\[e no refpect to thofe
Peoples Salvation, who do believe then; purely be-
caui% they know he-hath taught them ? Isit indif-
ferent whether Chriftians believe, or donot believe
any thing which they know

o to, and believing of what Chrift hath
?;:ght, by the Apprehenfiohs they, or other Nll{en
fhall be pleafed to cherifh, of th'e Refpector know .ei
fpect his Dodrines have to Man's Salvation ¢ nld
not fiich a Notion, if it take place, make fhrew

1<)

Work when dexteroufly managed, both with the |
“l'r(:zrtlmwhich are taught, and the Rules of Pradtice

(] . >
which are laid down in the New Teftament? 4s
for thofe Truths which have a nearér, of morc;T re-
mote Connexion with what 1s abfolutely necelary

to be explicitely believed to make Men Chriftians, }

the Reader may advance himfelf mych, bot?; ;}n

& -

in thole very Lines this Author

Jefus Chift hath -
taught 2 Are they togovern themfelves in theirSub- |
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. Knowledge and Picty, by anattentive ferious peru-

fing what the Author of #be Reafonablenefs of Chrifi-
anity, &c, hath writ concerning the fame, in his
Second Vindic. of the Reafonab, &c. . 74, 75,
¢ The Terms of Salvation (faith this Author) are
¢ as plainly and clearly fet down in the Epifiles, as
¢ in the Gofpels, p. 47. |

~Anfw. Thofe Dodrines which are abfolutely ne-
ceffary tobe believed to Salvation, may be as plain-

‘ lg’ and clearly fet down in the Epiftles, as in- the

ofpels, and yet not be as clearly diftinguifhed in

- the former, as in the latter, from other DoGrinés,

‘which are not abfolutely neceflary to be explicitely
believed to Salvation, |
This Author hath (I think) in his oth Page,

- overturngd all that he hath writ againft the Reafon-

ablenefs of Chriffiansty, &c. in this Firlt pare of his
Book ; efpecially if ho will allow that the Perlonshe
fpeaks of, before he comes to the middle of that
Page, were Chriftians, before they explicitely. be-

lieved every particular Truth they were taught, du.

ring their Lives, For if they were, the Queftion
will not be, how many Articles they did believe i
all 2 But what thofe Articles were, the Belief of
which, made them Chriftians? If they were not -
Chriftians, till they did explicitely. believe the very
latt Articles which were taught chem during thei
Lives; their Belief of thofe Auticles, joyn'd to thofe

 they had learned before ( whatever they were)
-made them Chriftians : And if they did not every
. one happen to learn and believe the very fame Ar.

ticle in the laft place, or one that made each Man's
Faith exadtly the fame, the explicite Belief of one
Article made one Man a Chriftian, and the expli-
it Belief of another Article madg another Man a
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Chiiftian, which is utterly impoffible. For o Man
can be a Chriftian, without that which is abfolutely
 necellary to make a Man a Chriftian.

Could T meet with a Paflagein the Reafonablenefs
of Chriffianity, &c. which I could juftly think to
have a Tendency to impair the Divine Authority
of the Epiftles, or leflen Peoples Elteem for them,
1 hope 1 fhould s heartily diflike it, and be as ready

to caution People againft it, as another Petfon,

notwithtauding ¥ make (o great account of the
Book it felf. And though I have writ fo many
Pages, in order to the clearing fome Miftakes (as [

concéive) in this Firft part part of the dnimadverfi- |

ons on the Reafonablens of Chriftianity, &e yet
fully concur with the worthy Author of them, in

what [ apprehend was his principal Defign. There.

are many very excellent and ufeful things in this
part of his Book. He writes very well, and likea
yery good Man ; and had not his mifapprehending
the Reafonablenefs of Chriffianity, &C. Jed him out,of
his way, and fomewhat bewildred - him, bis Dif
courfe. (according to_my Judgment) would
been without a Blemifh; unlefs his ufing lometimes,
a greater Latitude in his Expreffions,
jultifiable, may be, reckoned one, notwithftanding
it is:but a keeping Pace with the moft Applauded
and Leasned Wiriters. | o

Qur enjoying. the Epiftles as well as the Gofpel,
and Ads, i 4 Mercy for which we can never be
fufficiently thankful,
on themn, read them attentively, ftudy them dilie
gently, and make that Improvement We ought, of
our being favoured with fo ineftimable a Blefling ;
then we Thall reap fingular Benefit from them, an
one End aimed at in the Reafomablentfs of Chriffianithy

&, will be greatly advanced.
Obfervationt

have’

than is rigidly |

May we all fet a juft Value.,

(8)

Obfervations on  the Ré;z[bn of

Chriff's coming into the World,

' \
HE Title this Author hath given to the Se-
L cond Part of his Animadverfions js, Of the
Reafon of Chriff's coming into she Workd, 1 will pafs
over this Part very briefly, becaufe this Author
fgems to find fale with fome Paflages in the Reafon-
ablenefs of Chriftianity, &c. on purpofe to take Oc-

~ cafion to difcourfs of Chrift’s Satisfaction ; whercas

the Author of the Reafomablenefs, 8¢, hath laid down

. very good Reafons (1 think) why he did not think

it proper, for him to infift on that point, in his
Book, |
Tdo not find that the Author of rbe Reafonablent/s;
&, hath dpclax'ed it was his Defign to difcourfe
. of the Reafon of Chrift’s coming into the World, .
~inthe Pages this Author hath cholen toAnimadvere
on, in this part of his Book The true Reafon of
Chrilt’s coming into the World (I think) was the
Father’s Appointment. A very true and- exellent,
Account is given in the Reafonablengf, . of the
great End for which Chrift came into the World,
though not in the Pages to which this Author doth
here confine himfelf. In thefe Pages, the Author
of the Reafomablensfl, Scc. takies notice of the Occa-
fion’ of Chiilt’s coming into.the World,. 4nd of
what Men are reffored 10 by efms Chrif?. Thefe Be-

nighits may pethaps be; properly enough, palled collae
teral, ‘or concomitant Ends of his coming into the.
World, becanfe’ particularly intended ; but they

G3 - gome

ko i.fi
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comprehend fot the whole End of his coming into
the World, It is agreed on bothfides, that Biig
and Tmmortality were loft by Adam'’s Fall: Tmmortali-

ty, the Author of the Resfomablenefs, &c. faith, is
reftored by Chrift to all Men, but Eternal Blifs is

not seltored by Chrift abfolutely to any Man. (I -

meddle not with the Cafe of thole who dy in their
Infancy) and what is abfolutely neceffary in order
to any Man’s obtaining by Chrift, a claim of Right
toEternal Blifs, is the Subjeét of a great part of the
Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, &c.

The Obedience, and Sufferings of Chrilt, can-, |
ot, T conceive, be properly called the Reafon of -

his coming into the World, nor the End thercof,

any otherwife than a Means is called a Subordinate .

End, But though I faid Chrifts reftoring Immor-
tality to Man, was agreed on both fides, yet this
Author feems to be diffatisfied with the Account

the Author of the Reafonablends, &c. hath given of |

it, andif Tapprehend him aright, becaufé he doth

not include BIifs, in his Notion of Immortality. |

Now this I think is the Truth of the Cafe, Im-
mortality, as loft by Adam's Tranfgreffion, is refto-
red to all Men by Chrift, in that he will raife them

. all from Death. And he hath purchafed Eternd |

Blifs for them, on the Terms the Author of she Rea-
Jonablensfs, &c. hath given a large and full Accotnt

of from the Tefimony of Chrift and his Apoftles. |

That is, tht all who heartily take Jefus for theie

Lord, and Faithfully obey and follow him, fhall .

at the Refurredion be everlaftingly bleffed. The
gréat and famous Atbanafius, Who was never reputed

an @nem’y (that Tknow of ) to. Chrift’s Satisfadti- |
on, "hath more than once declared it was his Judg- |
ment, that Cheft‘came Intg the World to pirchale

Im-
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Tmmortality for Mankind, I have not his Works
by me, and therefore can neither relate his Words,
nor refer particularly to the Places, but'I think 1
may depend upon it, that my Memory doth not
f1il me, as to his Notion, But without laying any -
firefs upon his Authority, I.ask what can be pre-
tended for Mens being Immortal, any other way
than by Chrifty by thofe who acknowledge that Sin
hath bronght Death upon all Men? If the Refur-
redion be the Fruit of Chrifts Undertaking, and
Performance, how could it have been poffible for
guilty Man to fuffer, aftei he was dead, if Chrift

* had not come? The Difcourfe is concerning Men,

not concerning feparate Spirits.

This Author, #. §7. mabes the Reafons of Chrifts
coming into the world, andthe End of his coming
to be the fime, and faith, © It was to make Satisfa-
¢ &ion for the Sins of the whole World, and to
¢ reftore Mankind to the Favour of God by fuffer-
" ing in our ftead, and being made Sin forus, -

Satisfaction it felf, was not the ultimate End of

* His coming into the World. His Sufferings and

Death were partsof the way and means, by which
he was to obtain what was the End of his coming
into the World, His Death, and his Refurretion
too, had a Relation to a further End, @iz, his be-
ing Lord both of the Dead and Living, Rom. 14 9o
In his Sufferings and dying, he had an !.Ele and Re-
gard to what wasthe great End of his ndertaking
Heb, 12, 2. that his Death liad 2 Relation to this,
is moft evident from Phil. 2. 7, tothe 1ath, He
hath purchafed Immontality for Mankind abfolute-
ly. But he hath not purchafed Pardon and Blifs for

* Men abfolutely, but upon certain Conditions, @iz,

their belicving in the Trucﬁ God, andin him as ﬁgt
1 G4 e
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by himy fo as to take him unfeignedly for theif

~ Lord and King., So’ that the true End of Chrift’s

]
‘(
.

¢oming into the World, was to obtain to himfelf a
Kingdom, or to be a King, and to have a Right to

- difpence and confer Pardon and Eternal Bleflednefs

on -thofe who fhould become his fincere Subjedts ;
which I think is as plain as can be, if we will take
his own Word for a :Proof of it, Pilate therefore

faid unto-kim, art thou a.King then :  Fefus anfwered,

thow [ayeft vhas 1am 4. King:5 to this End was 1 born,

- amd for this Canfe came I into the World, that I fhould
bear Witnes untothe Trath, every one that is of the

Trath bearcth my Voiee. Th. 18. 37.

Inp. 60, This Author hath thefe Words concern-
ing Chrift’s fatisfying for our Sins: ¢ We do not
‘. mean, that Chrilt {uffered the fame Punifhment,

- ¢ which we fhould have done, but only that the

* Dignity of his Perfon made his' Sufferings equiva.

 lent to the Eternal Punifhment of a whole World

¢ of Sinners, ‘

. Anfw, Chrift’s Satisfaction. is a very great and
weighty Poine: Bu eicher I, or many who have
writ congerning it, are under fome Miftakes, with

Reference to it. I conceive Chrift-did not fatisfy

the Law for Siuners, which they had broken : For
had he fuffired the fame Punifhment which they
fhould have fuffered, that would not have fatisfed

- 1t, becaufe it required Perfonal Puniftment alorie, and

did hot_run, that the Offender or ‘another fhould
fufer it.- And Equivalens Sufferings could not fatisfy
it, becaufe there :was no fuch Provifs in the Law.
Chiifts Satisfaction, I conceive, did not confift in
bis Sufferings being equivalens to the Eteinal Punifh-
ment of 2 whole World of Sinners, “by retfon of
the Dignity of biy Perfon : For if the Dignity of his
- i : Pg{.
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Peifon made his Sufferings equivalent to the Eter-
‘nal Punifhment of a whole World of Sinners, the

Degias of his Sufferings could not fignify any thing
to his making Satisfastion ; the Dignity of his Per-
{fon was the fame, whether his Sufferings were
greater or lefs, and could confer the fame Vertue to
one, as to many Degrees, The laying the whole

 Strefs of Chrifts Satisfaction on the Dignity of his

Peidon, 1 fuppofe was that, from whence fome took
occafion to vent, that ungrounded dangerous Noti-
on (which ftill infecs too many) That ene Drap of
Chrif’s Blood was [uffcient 1o fave many Worlds of
Simners: Which makes the greateft parts of Chrift’s
‘Sufferings utterly vfelef, as to Satisfaction; and
in the natoral and juft Confequences'of i, throws
moft horrid” Afperfions both on God, and Chiift

T 'conceive the Satisfadion of Chrift, confiftedin
his perfedt fulfilling the Law that pertained to him as
Mediator. here upon Earth, antecedently to his Re-
furrection. Al the Inftances and Degrees of which
Obedience and Sufferings were appointed by his
Tather, with infinice Wifdom, and for moft good
and wile Reafons. That his Obedience and Suffer-
ings, had the Virtue and Efficacy of making Satif-
faction for Sintiers, provided they fhould comply
with the Terms he fhould propofe to them, was
fiom the Father’s appointing and accepting them
for that Purpofe ; as well as for feveral other Purpo-
fes they had by the fame Appointment a Relation
to, both with refpeét.to Chrift himfelf, and thofe
who fhould believe in him 5 not to fay any thing of
the refpect they had to all Mankind, and the Bene.

 fisthat redound therefrom to all Men. -

Obfervations
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Obfervasions on the Third Part,

THE Title given to this Part s, What we areto
believe concerning Chriff, This Author faith;

. 65. That ¢ The Author of the Reafonablensfs, &,

¢ and Mr, Hobs agree fo exatly concerning the
¢ neceflity of believing chis one Article only, (viz.
¢ that Jefus is the Chrift) and in the Method they
¢ have taken for the Proof of it, by citing feveral
¢ Texts from the Preaching of our Saviour, and his
¢ Apofties inthe Adts, and no further, that they
¢ only differ fo much as 4 Copy does from an Ori

¢ ginal. Yeg this Author is 0 sngennons, he grants -

¢ This can be no good Reafon for rejecting what
¢ the Author of the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianity, 8¢,

- ¢ hath afferted, if his Dotrine be otherwife found

¢ agreeable tothe whole Tenour of Scripture.
Znfiv. 1 defire no more bat that thefe Words may

bz added, [o far s it difeonrfes concorning what the Ay

shor of the Reafonableneks, &re. was enguiring ofter,

viz. what Articles are abfolutely necefJary to be explicite-.

by belivved by one who acknowledges the true Gody to
wake bim ¢ Chrifian, A few Days ago, 1 acciden-
tally met with a Book, entiuled, Hobs's Tripos; and

 perceiving that one pare,of it was entituled De Cor-

ore. Politico, 1 was fo curious as to read that Part,
to fee whether he did there treat of Religion, and
what he did fay concerning.it. In the Sixth Chap.
ter of the Second Part of it, T found him difcour-
fing very agreeably to what this Author quotes out
of the Eightegnth Chapter of his Book De Cive,
Mr, Hobs doth proceed, in this Book I fpeak of, %m

S - thet
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ther than the A8, citing feveral Texts out of the
Epiftles: Andif T reach his Senfe and Defign, Mr,
Hobs's Notion is vaftly different from that laid down

in the Reafmablentfs of Chriftianity, &c. Mr. Hobd's

Notion feems to be this; That ane who # a Chriffian
canmot be neceffarily obliged o beligve amy more Articles
than this, that Tefws 4 the Mefiab. Thiat one who is
a Chriftian, is neceffarily obliged to belicve as mas
ny Articles, as he can attain to know are taught iny
the Holy Scriptures, is the Notion of the Author.
of the Reafomablenefs of Chriffianity, &c. ;

I think Mr. Hobs's Difcouirfe is neither confiftent

with it felf, nor with that, he intended it fhould

fupport. His Expreffions are many times {o gene-

ral, they comprehend enough to overthrow all he
aims at. He feems willing that feveral Diftinék Ar-
ticles fhould be abfolutely neceffary to be explicitely
believed ?o Salvation though how his bringing iy -
the Belief of the Scriiatures amongft them, canbe
confitent with what he principally defigned, is a-
bove my Reach. But when he comes.to prove his
Fundamentals (25 be calls them) he produceth no
Scriptures, but what particularly teach this Do-.
drine, that Fefus is the Chrigt, and therefore ap laft .
concludes, this isthe only Fundamental Point of Faith,

But if he would have fpoken exaitly and truly, be |

fhould have faid, The only Point, abfolutely neceffa~
#, to be explicitely believed by thofe who acknow-
\edge the only True and Living God.  Though otber
Points (faith 'he) may be true, they are ot fo neceflary
t0 be beligved, ar thet & Mi may nos by [woed,
though be believe them not. A to the former Part of
this Affertion, I'fhall take Notice, that he only
faith, They may be rrue.  But the Author of the Rea» -
fmvablenefy . faich, They ary Divie Travhs; egld

. />’
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that they mus? be received with fredfalt Fiith, &c,

As to the Jatter part of Mr. Hob's Aflcrtion, I
fhall obferve, that the Point is not, whether a Man
may not be faved, though he believe them not;
But 1. Whether the Belief of them is not neceffa-
1y to Salvation, in him who doth know they are
taught in the Holy Scriptures, 2, Whether a Chri-
fHan fubje@& may without hazard of his Salvation,
do Agions in Obedience to his Soversign, which

imply a Denial of them, notwithitanding he
knows they are revealed in the Scripture? Mr. Hobs

declares for the affirmative, p. 214. Mr. Hobs Gaith,
the Blief of that Dot (viz. That Jefus is the
Chiilt ) is fuffciens for the Salvation of qny Man
swhofoever be be, p. 208. That is, let a Maa know
ever fo many Doétrines deliveredin the New Tefta-
ment, and that they are taught there, heis not ob-
liged to believe them. Nothing (faith he) is truly 4
vint of Faith, but that e[ is the Chris?, p. 110, The
‘Author of the Reafonablenefs, & delivers the di-
re@t contrary Truths. And thelc are Notions
which cannot poffibly confift with a Perfon’s belje-
ving Jefus to be the Chrit, fo as to take him hear-
tily for his Lord and King. Yet Mr. Hobs faith,
Chrifian Faith confiferh in acknowledging onr Savionr
Chrit to be King of Heaven 3 and therefore we mufi
endearoour o obey bis Laws, p. 211, But it feems
believing what our Saviour hath taught, was not
{with M. Hibs) any part of our Obedience to him,

The contradictory of thisy is whac the Author of |
the Reafomablenefs, &cc. hath delivered moft juflly -

for the Trath, M. Hobs feems to lay much firefs
on this, that the Conroverfies of Religion (amongi%
Chriffians) are about Points wwnecefJary to Salation 3
by which I conceive he means, unmceﬂar&fd‘r*

' ey
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Chriftians to believe. But a Points beirtg contro:
verted, doth not make the Belicf of it unncceflary.
Men may raile and maintain Controverfies about
what Doints they pleafe ; but T am obliged to be-

lieve what I do know JefusChrift hath taughtandto™

endeavour to know as many more Doérines which

" he hath taught, as T can, and to helieve explicitely

as many as L fhall attain an explicite Knowledge ofy. -
let Gther People difpute and make as many Contro-
verfies about them as they pleafe, Contiovery
may occafion and engage Chriftians to_enquire
more accuraely, whether Chrift bath faid any
thing concerning the Points and what he hath taught
concerning it, And what a Chnﬁxan.underﬂaqu
Chrift hath tanght concerning it, he i necefarily
to believe, let thofe who controvert 1f, fay what

they will | 3
{ find M. Hobs was for a Publick Confoiance, and

for Peoples transferring their Right of Judging in mat-
ters of Religion, 1o another Which Notion agrees
well enongh with that of a great many Perfons in
the World, He differs from them in this, That he
is for having the Right transferred to the Civil Ma- .
giffrase, p. 214, 215 Perhaps he wasthen, or had
> mind to be in Favour with the Civil Magiftrate:
Thole whoare willing to part with their Confeien=
ets, and put them forth to Truf, no doubt, are de-
firous to  place them where they think it will be
moft for their own Advantage. But 1 think there
cannot be a Notion more contrary o what the Au-
thor of the Reafonablenef, &c. delivers, than this is
Many more Particulars might be mentioned, to dil-
cover that what is laid down in the Rea[onablene[s of
Chrifianity, &c. hath no Agreement with the No-

tions M. Hobs advanced, but ftands at the gery
. ams
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fame Diftance from them, the Doctrines delivered
by Chrift and his Apoftles do, but I think thefe are

?nough to fatisfy any indifferent and impartial Per-
on.

In p: 66, This Author propofeth to examine

¢ Whether the Sont of God, and Meffish, or Chrift
¢ always fignify the fame in Scripture,

Arfw. This Is not the Queftion to be examined,
with refpect to what the Auchor of 4 Reafonablenefs,
&c. dothaffert, But whether the Son of God, and
the Mefliah or Chrift, do always fignify the (ame,
when they are ufed cither alone, or together, in
thofe Places of Scripture, which declare whatit is

the dus believing whereof doth conftitute or make -
People Chriftians? or which relate what Chrift

and his Apoftles did propofé to People acknowledge
ing the True God, to be believed to make them
Chriftians, andupon their believing of which, they
did own and acknowledge them for Chriftians?
That thefe Terms, when thus made ufe of in Scri p-
ture, do fignify the fame, I think the Author of
the Reafmablenefs, 8cc. hath proved very clearly and
fully in that Book, and in his Second Vindication of

i, they very plainly appear to fignify the fame

with St. Pau/ on fuch occafiotis. For foon after his
Converfion, tis faid, ke preached Chrift in the Syna.
gogues, that be i the Som of God, A&. 9. 20. That
which he propofed-to be believed was this, That Je-
fus Chrift ofp Nazareth, or that Petfon who was
eminently known by the Name Chrift, is the Son
of God. ' Now in o 22, it is faid, be confounded the
Jews (the Perfons who oppoféd this Doctring) how
did he confound thiem ? By proving this is the wvery
Chrift. Now if the Son of God, and the Chrift, o
Msffiah, did ot here fignify the farme, his W?g
: that
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that the Derfon he preached of, was very Chrifh,
could not be a Proof, .and fuch a Proof as would

‘confound the Jews, that he was the Son of God,

I acknowledge the Son of God, is an Expreffion
that denotes our Saviour’s Divinity, in very man
Places of Scriptdre, even in all.thofe where it is
made ufé of, in declaring and teaching that parti-
cular Dodrine. But the Author of sbe Reafonable.
nefs, &c. was not enquiring in how many Senfes,
that Phrafé, the Son of God, was ufed in Scriptare,
but what its Senfe and Meaning is, in fuch Places
of Scriptuire, as 1 before fpoke of, ‘T/aei Reafonable-
nefs, &c. neither treats of our Saviour’s Divinity,
nor enquires how many things Chritians muft el
deavour to know, and then believe, concerning.
Chrift,  But it lays down the Articles which Chrift
and his Apofles have taughe, are ablolutely necel-

fary to, be explicicely believed to make Men Chei- .~

ians. by Virtue of their believing of which qrig_hft, i
gnl:;l s\’»villybe neceflarily obliged to employ their beft
Endeavours, to atain to a found Knowledge of .~ -
what Chrift hath taughe, and to believe our Savi-

our’s Divinity, and the other Doctrines which are - |

ivered in all thofe Sacred Writings, which make.
g?:ﬁ;ﬁen‘t?r: Rule of Chriltian Faith, when they

‘ t they are taught there, S
kn%‘vgjgxuthory urges, That ¢ The Somof God is of

¢ ‘onification than the Chift, of Mefliah, R
¢ ?nl agfg(;;sﬁ, 3. But thefe things are written that s

¢ might beligue that fefns  the Chrift, t,he Som of Gody
¢ &c. Becaufe the Defign of St, Fobn's Gofpel was -
¢ (0 affert the Divinity of Chrift, againft thole

¢ that oppofed it. Now if d}ofe Phrafes mean on-
¢ ly the fame, then St. obn himfelf does not aflign

¢ the trug (1 fappofé he would fay, the comp’}ea(;rxf :
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o fully ‘and adequate) Reafon for his writing

¢ that Golpel; for it appears that he had certainly
¢ another End in it, than barely to prove Jefus to
“be the Mefliah, But if they mean differencly,
¢ and Sem of God does there denote Chrift’s Divini-
“ty, then we have in that forementioned Paffage,
¢ the whole Intention of the Apoftle, affigned for

* his writing that Gofpel, namely, to fhew thac

¢ Jeus was the Chrift, and that be was God,
‘. 68, 69. ,

 dnfwl acknowledge St.Fobn did defignin his Go-
fpel to affert the Divinity of Chrift, and that he

hath proved his Divinity at large, in his Firft Chap- -

ter (as this Author moft truly declares) and I chink

he hath very clearly taught it, in other Pares of

his Gofpel too. I think likewifé, it is paft doub,

that St. Jobn in writing his Golpel, did defign to

inftruét People in feveral other Dodtrines, befides

Chrift's Divinity, as he hath actually done; for I
~cdnnot be perfuaded, . that thofe other Dorines
were dropt there by Chance; o that to fhew that

Jefus was the Chrift, and that he was God, could

ot be the whole Intention of the Apoftle, in wriring
that Gofpel, Purther, I think this Author and I are

agreed, that the Miracles our Saviour wrought

were not immediate Proofs of the Dorines hé

taught, but of bis Miffim, or that he was the Chrif,

Moreover, the Son of God, denotes fomething be-

fides our Saviour’s Divinity, or being God, in thofe

places of Scripture; where it is ufed for the Proof

of that Point; but St. ol is not giving an Ac-

count in this Paffage, Chap. 20. 31. of his whole

defign in writing that Gofpel, but of the Reafons

why he did (6 largely relate che Stgns and Miracles

which Chrilt did ; “which Signs and Miracles did

‘not

Y
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not prove any thing more, direétly and immediate: -

ly, than that he was the Myfish.  Thus the. Christ,
and 1he Sim of God, feem here to fignify the

fame. A -
In p. 73 This Author faith, That © What

1+ ¢ mighe be fufficient to denominate a Man a Belie-

¢ ver, ora Chriftian during the a@tual Miniftry of
* Chrift, would not truly entitle any one to that
¢ Characer after our Saviour’s Aflention, and for
¢ this Realon, becaofe we do not find from the
“ whole Hiftory of the Gofpel, that any of thofe
¢ who believed on our Saviour, had a juft Know-

- “ ledge of him, or whatwas the true End of his

¢ coming into the World, -
Anw. The dire€t contrary appears by the Ads

of the Apoftles, where we conftanty find ’ghe A-

poftles propounding juft the fame Articles Jefts him.

{¢lf did, to be believed, in order to Peoples beihg

Chriftians, or denominated Believers, And if
Chrift admitted Perfons during his Miniftry, into

the fame Covenant People are admitted into fince -
. his Affention, what was fufficient before for- that
purpofe, muft be o after his Affention. But what

this Author means by a juft Knowledge of Chrift,
and the true End of his coming into the World, I
muft not undertake to determine ; therefore I fhall

'only ask, Whether they had a true Knowledge of

Chrift, and the End of his coming, fo faras was
abfolutely neceflary to make them Chriftians? - I

they had, their not knowing any thing more than

what was then revealed, and made known to them,
in order to their being Chriftians, cannot be a
good Reafon why what was fufficient to warrant
their being denominated Chriftians, fhould not be
fufficient o warrant 'Perf;ms being denomirgtted

| Wi
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Chriltians now, unlels together with the Proof that
there are more Articles revealed now, than were
then, ther¢ be allo as clear Proof that all, or fome
of thefe latter Articles, are now required to be ex-
plicicely believed for that Purpofé.

But (faith this Author) ‘It is natural to infer
‘ from Af. 1. 6,7, 8. that the Apoftles had not
* yet attained to that clear Knowledge of him,
* and the Defign of his coming, which it was necef.
* fary they fhould be endewed with, g 74,

Anfw, They had not all that Knowledge of
Chyitt, and of his Defign, which it was neceffary

they fhould be endowed with, .in order to their
own Advantage, and to. their giving the World

that entire and compleat Revelation, Chrift would
make.of his Will by them.  But it cannot be infer'd

that they had not all that Knowledge which was - |

aBlolutely neceflary to make them Chriftians: were
there-no Chriftians upon Earth, after Chrift’s Af
cention, till after the Defcent of the Holy Ghoft ?
or were ot the Apoftles Chriftians, ll they were
endeved with a clear Knowlededge of ali thofe
things Chrift would make known, for the Benefit
of his Church, and which they were gradually
to inftruét Pecple in, and commit to writing for
the ufe of future Ages? Can no Man be a Chrifti-
an, till he hath an explicite Knowledge of every
Particular, in the fulleft import of it, which is de-
livered in the Scripture, and hath a refpect to iefus,
% the Mefffas 2 Which is the true Notion of belie-
' tng Jefus to be the Meffias, ablolutely neceflary
to make Men Chriftians, that he is the Perfon God
hah fent to be our King and Saviour, whoft Do.
Grines and Laws we are confCientioufly to endea-
vour to learn, and belicve and obferve, as we attain

to
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to know thém 3,0py . That bie is the Perfon €t
from God, &. Whadiath taught thefe and thele |

- particular Docrings,” neither more, nor fewer (and

fo as touching his Precepts) every one of which,

- we do actually believe and pradtice? Can no Per-

fon be a-Chiftian now, till he hath as explis
cite and full a Knowledge. of every thing Chrift
hath taught and revealed, as that Apoftle-ever had,
who was endowed with the largeft meafiire of Re-
velation 2 whateber he did know this way, had a
relpect to Jefisasthe Meffiah: And the very laft

- Information he had this way, acquainted him with
 {omething concerning the Meffiah, which he did
[ notlo clearly and fully know before ; fo that he
" could not form 4 just and adequate Rule of Fuith con

cerning him, till he knew thar,
““Ie wiil not (faith this Aunthor ) alter the cafe, by
“ faying, That thofe who died then in that Faith,

| ¢ were undonbredly faved s for thar would be no
- “more an Argument, than the proving that be-

“ caufe a Jew was faved before Chrift's coming in«

| ¢ tothe World, by Virtue of Chrift's Mediation,

“in the Oblervance of the Mofaick Law, he
¢ might be equally capable of Salvation now, in
¢ the Profeffion of that Religion, p.74.

Anfw, What this Author hath delivered in thefs
Words, would afford room for many Remarks :
But T fhall only obferve, That believing that Jefus
is the Meffiah, was not ablolutely neceffary to Sale
vation, before he came into the World; nor was
any thing more ablofucely neceflary to be-believed
to Salvation, under the Mofaick Difpenfation,
than God had made abfolately neceflary to be be-
lieved for that purpole, under it. But at the

conting of our Saviour, a New Covenant being

H2 ~fubfti-
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fubftituted in the Place of th¢ Mofaick Difpenfati-
on, it wasunder a New Conditlon, viz. the be-
lieving and taking Jefus to be the Meffiah our
King, and fubmitting to his Law. If that Difpen-
fation were not abrogated, but did fiill continue
the way of Salvation, nothing more would now be
abfolutely neceffary to be believed to Salvation,
than what was made {o by that Conftitution. And
if the Chriftian Difpenfation were to be abrogated,
and another to come into its room, whereby fome-
thing diltin& from what s contained in the Gofpel,
or Chriftian Difpenfation, fhould be made abfolute-

ly neceflary to be believed to Salvation, the Belief of

every thing delivered in the New Teltament, would
not, when the Gofpel Difpenfation was at an end,
be fufficient to Salvation, But the adding of more
Revelations, which are to be fludied, and expli-
citely believed when known, dothnot alter the Dif*
penfation, or make more abfolutely neceffary to
be believed to Salvation, or tointerelt a Perfon in

that Difpenfation, than was at firft abfolutely ne.
ceflary to that Porpofe; any more than every

new Law made in a Nation, doth alter the Con-
flitation of that Government, and make fomething
more ablolutely neceflary to be known, and expli-
ciely aflented to, to make a Perfon a Subject of
that Government, than was abfolutely neceffary to
that Purpofe before, Wil any ferious confidering
Chriftian affirm, that Jefis Chrift will reject any

Perfon, who by the gracious Influence of the Holy -

Ghoft, is effeually brought to receive him with
all lis Heart, to be his Lord and King, and fincere.
ly endeavours to fulfil that Engagement? people
are gencrally very willing to believe that Jefus has
(ied tor them, and fatisfied for their Sins, and they

can
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canbe contented to own him for a Prophét, to
furnith them with Notions3 but they are not fo

ealily prevailed with to'give Subftantial Evidences,
that they do heartily take him for their King, Were
they generally brought to a found Belief and Ac-
knowledgment of his being their King, they would
make a much better Improvement of what he hath
deliverad in the Holy Sciip:uré ' concerning his
Prigfthood, and his beiny 4 Prophet, .than they com.
monly do, notwithftanding the great Zeal they

~ pretend to difcover for thofé ‘Offces.” The Conrfes

they ordinarily allow themfelves in, are evidently
and utterly inconfiftent with cheir receiving Jefus
unfeignedly for their King, and their preferving a
Senle of that Relation upon their Spirits, whatever

- way they have got to reconcile them to the

Notions they entertain concerning his other Of-
0655 _

¢ For ([aith this Author) we are to diredt our
¢ Faith and Practice according to the moft full
¢ and clear Revelation of God's Will, and to believe

~ ¢ that to be neceflary to Salvation, which appears

¢ from the full extent of Revelation, to be requir'd
¢ in order to it, pi 74 ,

Anpw. Thofe who are Chriftians are to direct
their Faith and practice according to the fulleft
Meafure of the Knowledge they can attain, of
what God hath revealed; that is, They muft be-
lieve explicitely, and actually perform whatfoe-
ver they can attain to know Chrift hath taughe,
and made their Duty. Andin order to their at.
taining to ‘the cleareft and fulleft Knowledge of
their Lord’s Will, they muf} take care they do not
confine themfelves to a certain Number of Articles
and Precepts of Mens collecting, but muft diligent-

H 3 ly



ftand, and then believe on the 3mg Account,

(o )

ly read-and ftudy the gﬁtirq and compleat Revels.
tion Chrilt hath made of his Fathers Pleafure in the

- Holy Seriprureg, Xe5' we are not to believe any

Article is abfol_u'{éliy;."t‘)g“geﬁary'.t.«?‘.f"m_l“/ation, but
what/h¢ harh revealed to be fo; for if we do, we
tran(grefs our Boynds, and go further than the ue

- moltextent of Kevelation reaches, as to that Mt

ter, and confequently do that, which we have no
warrant for in Divioe Revelation. It doth not fol-
low, that becaufe Chriftians are not (o believe any
thing as an Article of

fthe Chriftian Faith, put
what is taught' in' the New Teftament, and muf}’

endeavour to know as many of the Dodrings which - |

are taught theye, asthey can, and believe every one
as they atrain to know them, therefore .every Do~
Gring delivered in the New Teftament,is abfolutely
neceflary to be believed to make Men Chriftians .'
¢ But (faith this Author) if all that was abfo-
* lueely neceflary to Salvation, or to denominate
* Mentruly Chriftians, was the bare believing Je-
“ fusto be the Meffiah ( the believing Jefiis to e
‘ the Meffias, o as to take him ablolutely for thejr
* King) why thould our Saviour promife the Mif-
“on of the Holy Ghoft, to inftrud them (wig,
* his Difciples) farther in what they ought to beljeve
* concerning him? p, s, B
Anfw. Our Saviour did ot promilé the Holy
Gholt to inftrudt them in what they were to be-
lieve to make them Chriftjans (For they were Chri-
Rians when the Promife was made to them, or how
could they be his Difciples 2 ) but in fiuch Matters
a5 they muft believe, when inftructed in, by Vir-
the of their having received him for their “Lord,
and as other Chriftians muft endeavour to under.

To

(103

To what purpofé did they oblige themfelves in

taking Jefus for their Lord, to believe whatever

d teach them, if they knew gnd behequ be.

?oerih lelll thatthey fhould ever be obliged to believe ?
¢ This Author thinks jie hath Realon to con-

* clude from A, 10.43.&c. That we are to under-
“ ftand by believing: Jefus to be the Mefﬁab, in
¢ this and almoft all other Places, the full extent
‘ and meaning of thofe Words, as they are explain:
“ ed by this, and other Apoftles in all Parts of

- ¢ Scripture, becaufe they were all of them infpired

‘¢ Holy Ghoft, and therefore muft all

‘ ?Zwt: fhf:l}';il[:(l)\zeaning.f And that glxe:.reijne the
‘ believing Jefus to be the Meliah,"as it is now re.
‘ quired for a Fundamental of our Faith, ‘muft
* comprehend the full Senfe, that is given qf it in
¢ v 6 ’ oL .
Sﬁ;%mfé II) Zg;ngehend- the Force of this Au-
thor's arguing here, it is thus: The Apoftles; by
the Term Meffih, did underftand-all thofe particu.

' ' clivered ¢t he
Grines they have delivered throughout ¢ )
“ EZI?OSc?iptures,y‘conccmin'g that Jefus of whom

' fo-that by Peoples believing Jefus
zl;egc;:;]ecag/l;:g:ah, they (ngatlt their believing expti-
citely every one of thole Dodtrines. This Notion
now is built upon this Suppofition, that the App—
ftles when they preached Jefus to any, thgy dxg
particularly acquaint them with every one of thofe

- Dodrines, and then promifing them Pardon, é-.

i did believe Jefus to pe 'the Mefliah, they
:]fef:?aer);d :o them, that by believing Jequ, to be the
Meffiah, they meant the explicite believing of eve-
1y one of thofe Dockrines they had propoled to
them. The Reafon given' for this Supp(}ﬁ.ﬂo:i‘l,bls
(as I apprehend) this, 'll‘ihez were all infpire ,thg




| (104 )
thie fame Holy Ghoft, and therefore muft all have
the fame Meaning; that is, I fuppole, they muft
all underftand the Term Meffiah fn the fame Senfe,
viz. 2 fignifying precifély every one of thofe Do
trines. Many Remarks might be made of this

Occafion, T will only obfetve, 1. That the Suppo. -

fition is ~ perfedly precarious , without any war-
rant 2t all from Scripture, Several of * thefs
Docrines might be propounded as very proper
Inducements, to-believe Jefus to be the Meffiah,
but that is not the Point i Difcourfe, but whether
the Term Meffiah did with the Apoftles, fignify
jult fach a et of Dodirines, ,. The Holy Ghoft

Was not given to the Apoftles to teach them the

Meaning of the Term Mefliah, for they underftood
it very.well before ; nor did they in preaching to
the Jews, ufe the Term Meflizh, in a Senfe they

hever heard of before, and which would therefore . -

need a particular Explanation; but a5 4 Term f5
common and fo' diftindtly underftood - amongft

them, as the Term in any Nation is commonly un..

derftood by the Inhabitants, ‘which expreflech, and
fignifieth their Supream Governonr, All the Apo-
fHles underfiood the Term Mefliah in the fame
Senfe, and ufed it in the fame Senfe, in which
thofé who heard them dig commonly undsrftand
it. - Their Bufinefs was not fo preach and explain

e Terms, nor to tack New Meanings unto

d Teims, "4, In their preaching to Unbelio.
vers they infifted on fich Confiderations a5 were
moilt proper to convince them, that Jefus was the

euah , according to the knows ang. common -

Aeaning of the Term, and pot fuch a5 did imme.
tately prove the Truth of 4 certain Number of

AW Doclrines, which they were Strangers to,
' - and

T i

be underftood by believing Jefus to.be the Meffish,

(ro5)

and which muft make up a New Senfe foran An. |

cient Word. 4. We have good Warrant from ‘the
Scripture to believe that the Apoftles were not in-
ftructed ar once, but gradually, in the. Dotrines
concerning Jefus, which are delivered inthe feve-
ral Parts of Scripture, and therefore they. could
Not mean every one of thele Dodtrines, conftant.

Iy, by the Term Meffiah, for they could not ac

quaint their Hearers at firlt, with any more of
thefe Doctrines, than they were at that time in-
ftncted in, and if they added morcz‘Dq&r3n;s
when they were inftruéted in more, a5 the Senfe in
which' they underfiood the Term Meffiah, they
nfed it thenin a New Senfe and Meaning, ‘It may
be faid, but now we have a full Accoune iq the
Scripture, of the full Meaning in which the Term
Mefliah is to be ufed, and confequently what is to

taking tle Term Meffiah, to fignify every. one

of the Dodtrines delivered in the Scriptate con-

cerning Jefls, and therefore thefe are to be -col-
lected out of the Scripture, and Perfons muft now (
explicitely believe every one of them, inorder to
their believing Jefus to be the Meffias, in the full
Senfe given of it in Sripture, T very trug, all
the Dodtrines we are to believe concerning Jefus, |
are {ét down in the Scripture, But it may be ask’d,
fecing all thefe Doérines are not fat down_ in any
one place of Scripture together, for this End, to
whom 15 the Offics of collecting them for this pars
pofe committed? And what affurance fhall People
have, if uninfpired Men'may undertake i, that
their Colletion is compleat ? *For if any.one Paf-
fage be omnitted, diftindt from what fhall be-in the
Collection, thole who fhall believe every on;: ?f
v ’ thofe
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"thofe Articles which fhall be propoled to them,
wﬁlﬁ no‘t\fblcclieve that Jefus is the Meﬂias, in the full
Senfe given of that Term in Scripture, and there.

~ fore, according to. this Notion, will not be Chri-

i hofe
ftians. It may further be enquired, whether t
l‘illggs fhall .b‘el¥eve" explicitely every one of thefe
Doétrines, will be obliged to endeavour to know

* and believe any mnre Doctrines? If the Anfwer be

then either thefs are all Dotrines which are
I(;Ie(l)l,v;lr]:c? i;l'tScripture, or there are fmpe Doctrines
taught in’ the Seripture, which Chriftians are not
obliged to endeavour to kniow, though they lt;aye
Opportunity to: underftand them , or to- be fxeye
them, though they do know them, If the An wer
be, Yes, it may be asked, - how that comes abont ?

thaps rbe faid, becaufe«ammgrgll]f .‘h;. {Do'n
fkrines befoss fpoken of, this is one, That efus is
grrml?i:ge,f?::dptherefore to teftify our Submiffion
and Obedience to him, we are to endeavour to

~ know and beligve other Doétrines, This indeed is

reby they may acquite fome afTurancc
?ow:l){etzlf;?v:s,yand ):g,ive Evidence and Prqof oo
thers, that they believe Jefgs to be their ng, but
ot (according to the Notion we are now difcour-
fing of ) .that they believe him to be the Meﬂia}l,
or that they are Chriftians. How comes it to pafs,
that fecing the explicite Belief of every one of the
‘other Doctrines is equally neceffary to make themf
Chriftians, with the Belief of this, only a part o
that Faith which makes them Chrllﬂxans, muft ob;
lige and govern them after chey ‘are Chriftians :
Whence 15 it, that fome Dodtrines delivered in
Scripture, muft be believed in Obedience to Jefus,
and others not, whillt he is equally the Teachet of
themall . T

s

e
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This Author faith, That. ¢ Though:no more i
¢ fet'down, 4. 8. 37+ bue that.the. Eunuch belie.
“ ved that Jefus Chinifl is. the So of God, yet ng
“doubt ther¢ i uore implied.: For. Philip in+
“ ftrudted hin iy the, Chriftian Religion, from thag
‘. Chapter of Yaiah, (vig. which the-Etnuch wag
* reading ) which Do@rines were, no doubt, res
* quired as abfolutely neceflary to" e believed,
* Befides, fince Plilip bapiized him, no doub byt
“ he did it in that Form which Chrift himfelf en«
“joined, in the Name of the Father, Son, and
Holy Ghoft; and then it wil follow that the Be:

.

. »lie;f' and Confeffion of the Three Perfons was res

* quired, p.77,78," - A
Anfw, Tt s not at 4] doubted, but there is fome
thing abfolugely neceffary to be belieyeg by an Uns
cliever, in order to his becoming 3 Chriftian,
befides that, the dug believing whereof, doth cons
fHitute him a Chriftian, . For a Man cannot believe -
a Propofition to be true, without fome Proof and:
Evidence that it is true, Now the enquiry is not

‘what Arguments and Proof; are ahlolutely “neceffz.

Iy to be believed to bring 2 Man to the due Be-
lief of what is ablolutely neceflary to be believed:
to make him a Chriftian. Thaes Queftion no -
Man can poflibly determine, by aflighing one in

patticular, or a precife Number, For the Argu.;
ments, Proofs, and Evidences are many and varg-:
ous; - and God has not limited himfzIf o make.

conly one of them effedual, nor obliged himfelf

that he will not give forth his Blefling, but with
a_certain Number of them in conjunction, - He
that doth duly believe all tha i ablolutely necef:
fary to be believed to make Men Cliriftians, s 5
Chriftian, whether he was brought to this Belief,:

by




( 108 ) |
by the Belief of more or fewer Arguments. There
ate Truths to be believed antecedently to a Man’s
believing what is-abfolutely neceffary to be believed
to make him a Chriftian, and there are Truths to
be believed by him after he s a Chriftian, the due

believing of which, are Proofs and Evidences that

he doth believe what is abfolutely neceflary tobe
believed to make Men Chriftians. But it is. not
the Belief of the one fort, or the other fort of
thefe Truths; nor of both together, which is the
Fuith that conftitutes Men Chriffians ; but only the
* Pelief of that, to which the Belief of thofe other
Truths, hath an Antecedent, or Confequential

" Relation. How many Dodrines the Eunuch was -

inftruéted in, or what thofe Doélrines were in
particalar, we cannot tell, becaufe they are not
revealed to- us; but what: it was, upon the belie-
~ ving of which, he was owned for a Chriftian, and
* Baptized, is exprefly declared, and we have Rea-
fon to believe, that if the explicite Belief of more
Articles had been required of him, as abfolutely
neceffary to make him a Chriftian, they would
have been fet down and expreffed in his Confefli-
on. I think alfo, it is more than probable that the
Eunuch was baptized in the Name of the Pather,
Son, and Holy GhoS%, unlefs it can be praved, that
that Form was in thofe Days confined, or appropris
ated (o the Apoftles, who were intrufted with con-
ferring the miracalous Gifts of the Holy Ghofk:
Whatever Articles the Eunuch did explicitely be-
lieve at prefent,” he was by believing Fefur to be
the Mifliah, obliged to endeavour to know expli-
citely and believe a3 many more as he could, both
goncerning the Father, the Som, anid the Holy Ghos?,

cven all that was, or fhould bs revealed concerning

, (109) -
them, which I think reaches the whol .
the New Teftament, , e e:::tent o
In p. 78, & This Author undertakes * To
“ fhew that the Gofpels and- Ads are diretly op-
‘ pofite to our Author’s Scheme of Doétring, and .
¢ this he will do by thewing, they do require much
¢ more to be believed concerning our Saviour, than
* barely that he was the Meffiah, .

Here this Author proves very well, and learned.
ly the Divinity of our Bleffed Saviour, and on that
Account we cannot fet too high a valug on his
Book. He alfo mentions fome other Doctrines,
very clearly delivered in the Gofpelsand Ads Bue
the Reafon why he offers thefe things in Oppofici-
on to the Reafonablenefs of Chriftianiry, 8c. I fup.
pole, was his miftaking the Defign of that Trea-
tife. The Author of the Reafomablenefs, &¢. did
not propofe to enquire how many Doctrines are
delivered in the Golpels and Adls, concernitig our
Saviour, but what Chrift and his Apoftles did re-
quire, as abfolutely neceflary to be explicitely be-
lieved to make Men Chriltians, Reckon up there-

fore as many Articles as you pleale, which are

clearly and exprefly taughe in the Gofpels and
Alls, yea, in all the New Teftament, this will
not affeét, or make any thing againft the Reafine
ablenefs of Chriftianity, &c. unlefs withal you prove
that }e(us or his Apoftles, required the explicite
Belief of all, or fome of them, which are dj-
ftinék from this, that be is the Mefiab whom we are
to take for our Lord and King, to make Men
Chriftians, |
‘ Whereas this Author faith, ¢ That the moft
‘ Learned amongft the Jews did appropriate the
¢ Title a6y@, totheir expected Msfliah, and alfy
T he
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¢ believed he fhould be God. So that this may be
¢ avery good Reafon for our Saviour, and his A-
¢ poftles requiring 'no more-to. be believed in their
¢ preachings amongft the Jews, than that Jefus was
¢ the Mefltah, fince if they once firmly believed
¢ that they muft neceflarily believe him to be God,

‘.78, 79,

1 fhall only obferve, 1, That the Senfe of the
- Tetm Mifiab is here acknowledged to be very

different, from what this Author has before decla-
red the Apoftles meane by it. \

2, That here is no Suppofition that the People.
did not know what was meant by Mefiab, and
therefore muft have it either interpreted or explaine

" ed to them, but an Acknowledgment that our Sz

viour and his Apoftles did ule the Term, according
to the familiar and commonly known meaning of

it amongft the Jews,

3. That fuppofing the Jews did generally be.
lieve the Mofiab (howld be God, yet they muft be.
lieve that Fofus of Nazarerh was the Mefiab, bes
fore they could believe him to bet God, And it be-
ing this only, that he was the Mefliah, which was
propounded to be believed to make them Chri-
ftians, it muft be a right believing of this, that did
make them Chriftians ; how near a Conne&ion
foever their believing any thing elfe, which they
knew and believed concerning him who fhould be

- the Mefliah, ‘might have with their believing Jefus

to be the Mefliah, Suppofing they did generally
believe that their expected Meffiah fhould be God,
yet thofe who believed other Perfons to be the
Mefliah, and confequently believed them to be
God too, were not Chriftians, So that it was
not the believiog a Perfon to be the Meffiah,

nor

hor a_believing that Perfon ‘to be Gody that )

made People’ Chritians, but 2 believige
be ‘the Mefiab, who real’ly was the Mcﬂn%. b to 4
But as we arg obliged to know who was the

¢ Author of our Being, o allo muft it bg equally

" & Crime not to know clearly, who, and what |

‘ » Wno,. and what he
‘ ;va;,7 that could be the Author of oy Salvation; -

In anfwer to this, T fhall only fay, That we gra

obliged to endeavour to know ays ni;ch asa wzec:ff
of that God, who is the Author of our Béing:
This holds grue as to all Men, and fo Chriftians
are obliged to endeavour to know as much as they
can of him, who is the Anthor of theiy Salvation
Ieis a Crime to be wilfly onorans of any thing" |
that is revealed of him who is the Author of our

- Salvation,

¢ There could be no Reafon (faith this Authory
¢ fqr the defending his Divinity ((fw‘z,. our 53?32?’3
“ with {o much Care and Goncern (as St Foby -
¢ did defend i) if it was not abfolutely nocefly,
f 1y tobe believ.'ed’é o make a Man a Chriftian, op -
“ if there was no Danger in believing him tc; be -
¢ only Man, p, 8, » '
Arfw. 1. The Reafon we have to defend Divine
Truths, when oppofed and denied by Perfons, is
not to be taken barely from the End foy which
they are to be-believed, but alfo from their Nature,
a}fz. lllnccauée [t)hley arg Di\gnehTruths, and therefore
ruths to be believed, and whi '
rubsto ) ch may by no means
2 He that believes Jefus to be the Meflish
does not therein believe him to be only Man s he

‘believes him to be Man, but not only Man; for

that is not propes'd to his Belicf, when it is propo-
. fed
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d to him, to believe that Jefus is the Meffiah,
ﬁgdt%ylbe}ieving him to be the Mefliah, he oblis

ges himelf to believe whatfoever he fhall attainto |

ow is revealed concerning him. o
kn?‘%élieving in Chrift (fgith this Author ) if it
¢ mean any thing, muft be interpreced of every
 thing that Scripture has required to be believed
¢ concerning him.  So that this we may be certain
¢ is 2 Fundamental, that as Chrift i th.e Aut[wr
¢ of our Salvation ; So that Revelation is the juft
¢ Meafire of our belief in him, and that we
* muft not believe cithes‘r more or lefs of him, than
¢ we are warranted by Scriptare, p. 92,
| %ﬂu Revelation iysthe juft Meafure of what
we are to believe concerning Chrilt, So that a
Chriftian, let his Advances in Knowledge be ever
fo great, muft not believe any thing concerning
him, but what he is warranted, or at leaft appre-
hends upon mature Confideration, he is warranted
by Scripture. But that a Man cannot be a Chri-
ftian till he doth explicitely believe every thing
the Scripture doth warrant Peaple to believe con-
cerning Chrift, is a Notion the Scripture doth not

any where warrant. Were this Notion true, no

Man can be a Chriftian, whofe Knowledge of e-
very thing relating to Chrift, is not every way
equal to that, of the molt learned, fagacxous,. and
underftanding Perfon,, in the whole Chriftian
World, or that ever was, or ever wonll be in the
World. Nay, according to this Notion, it may
be juftly queftioned, whether ever there was a
Chriftian fince the Apoftles Days. For there may
be' Ground to queftion, whether any uninfpired
Man did, or will attain to a juft and aﬁqut;e

now-

from their being Diving Revelations, they are not
/ I

- (uy) |
Knowledge of every thiing the Seripturg doth 1
véal concernin% Chrift, R
¢ But it will probably be objected (faith this
‘ .Authcfr),to all this, that théugh it js granted,
* that there are feveral Articles to be believed by
“ thofe who are throughly Chriftians yet there
 .was no more required by our Savionr himfelf,
* or his Apoftles, to make a Man 2 Chriftian, or
“in order to his Admiffion inro Chriftianity, than
* the believing Jefus to be the Mefliah, and that
* this is all which the Author of #4e Reafonabjenefs of
¢ Chrifianity, &c. contends for, | .
The Objection is not propofed in its full weight,
but that T need not infift on, for if the Anfwer
reach it,as it ishere laid down, itwill ferve the turn,
* Inanfwer to this (fach this Author) it may be
¢ obfeived, Firft, That the forementioned Articles,
¢ as well as others that might be named, are of the
* fame Nature with that one Article of believing
¢ Jelus to be the Mefliah, and are a Repetition of
£ it in all its Branches, 5. g2, 93 ' -
Anfw. This Anfiver is not at all faisfaory, be-
caufe it is wholly concerning another matter, than
that treated of in the Objection. The Objectionis
concerning What our Saviour and his Apoftles have *
required to be believed to make Men Chriftians,
The Anfwer is concerning the Nature of Articles,
Moreover, it is not ealy to underftand what is
meant here, by feveral diftinét Articles being of the
fame Natare with thics That Sefus is the Mofiab,
This Author hath formerly diftinguifhed betwixt the
Nature of feveral Doctrines, and their being Di-
vin Revelations. Now, confider feveral particu.-
lar Dottrines fingly in themfelves, and abftradtedly

of

,‘/; [ |

er ]
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of the fime Nature one with another, how caly
they then be every one of the fame Nature with
this, that Jefis is'the Mefliah ? T agree with chis
Author, that a Petfon's believing explicitely cer-
tain particular Dodtriines Jefus hath taupht, for this
Reafon, becaufe he knioiws, that Jefus who is the
Meffias, hath taught them, is a Repetition of his
Belief of that-Article, the Ground and Reafog of
his ‘believing every ong of the other Dodtrines,
But if his believing ‘certain particular Dockrines,
be but a Repetition of his belicving that Jefis is
the. Meffiah, how can the repeated, ‘or rather li-
mited excrcife of that Belief, as to particulsr
Branches or Docines, make Men Chriftians, if
the due believing Jefus to be the Mefliah, do not
conftitate Men Chriftians? Befides, the Reafon 9f
“our believing Jefss to be the Meffia, is quite dif-
ferent from the Reafon why we belicve thefe parti=
gular Articles.

“ Bue Secondly, there was mofe required eveny

¢ to-make a Man a Chriftian, than the Belief of
¢ Jefhis being the Mefliah; for our Saviour himfelf
¢ required the believing in the whole Trinity =
* For this was the Commandment which our Sa-

- < viour gave his Difciples, That they frould teach alf

¢ Natios, baptizing them in the Naie of the Father,

< and of the Somy and of the Hol&l(}boﬁ i ¢. They -

¢ thould firft inftract them in Whom ,
< believe, and then baptize them ‘into that Faith,,
¢

P 93 |

Anpw. The command was to 'Difci'p"le all Nations;

that is, not firft inftinék them in the particular Do-
érines thofe who believe Jefuis to be the Mefliah,
muft believe upon his Authority, when they know
he hath taught them, but by propounding (guch

-

St
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'~ Confiderations and Arguments as are moft propes
to contvincg and fatisfy themi that Jefis is the Mefe

fiah, bring thetn to own him to be Meffiah, fo 2

' to take him for their King and Ruler, by engaging
* themfelves without any Refervation tolearn of, an
obey him; And then they were to baptize them'

in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghot,
afcer which, they were to teach them the Particu-

lats they were to believe and do, by Virtue of their

having taken him to be their Lord, which Particu-
lars comprehend the whole Revelation Chrift hath

./, made, concerning the Father, Son, and Holy

Ghoft, That is, the whole Dotring delivered in
the New Teftament, |

In p. 9§ This Author faith, He will © Examine
* the Realonablenefs of that Article of Faith, the
¢ Author of the Reafnablenefs of Chriffianity, &e.

‘ hath infifted on, and fér down in the largelt

¢ Terms, 4 301 |
‘What this Authos meatis by the Reafonablehefs
of that Auticle, is not very plain, I fuppofe he

doth ot mean, that he will examine whether itis

teafonable a Man fhould believe that Article, If

he means the Reafon why that Author hath decla.
ed, That this is thie only Article ablolutely necef- -

fary to be explicitely believed; by thofe who' be-

ko they were to | lieve in the True God, to makethem Chriftians,

that Reafon is clearly this, bécaufe our Saviour and

his Apoftles have not required the explicite Belief .
|- of any other Article but this, for that purpofe.
Yet becaufe the Author of rhe Reafomablenefs, &, -
obferved, That the Almerciful God feems berein to

bave confulted the Poor of the Worldy and rhe Bulk of
Mankind,

T4 This
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- 'This Author,

(me)
“For a clearer Egaminatrign ,%f
¢ thi ofeth certain things to be confidered,
¢ tFl:lrs;Z, pfu?:)oﬁng God either had, or fhould te-
¢ veal any thing to Mankind, and make the Belief

¢ of it a Condition of Salvation, which the Rea- .

¢ fon of Man could not comprehend, and we had
¢ a(ﬁlt(l)ue Evidence the thing was capable of, tha;
¢ the Rovelation proceeded from God, would tpxs
¢ Tncomprebenfiblencs of i, be a fufficient Plea for

“ our rejecting it ¢

Anfw. No: But 1. There is a great difference |

betwixt an Article’s being abfolutely neceffary to
be explicitely believed to Salvation, and an Article’s
being ablolutely neceffary 'to be explicitely belie-

ved, when known, by Reaon of a Perfon’s belie- - Ty

ving what is ablolutely neceffary to be explicitely

believed to Salvation.  The Difference is as great | ¢

s betwixt an ablolute Neceffity, and a conditional
?\Telé‘;{ﬁ‘ty, There are Articles which the Realon
of Man cantiot comprehend, the Belief of which
s neceffary to thofe who know Chrift hath taughe
them, yet the explicite Belief of them is not made
ablolucely neceflary to Salvation. . Nor can the ex-
plicite Belief of any Number of particular Do.

faid to be the Condition of Salvation; forif it | g

could, he who' thould explicitely believe them all,
could not be obliged to believe one more. The
Condition of Salvation, Now, is believing Jefus

-+ tobe the Mefliah, foas to take him without Excep-

tion or Limitation to be our Lord and King, And

~ hereby we are obliged to believe- as many Docirines

a5 we can attain to know he hath taught, So

¢rines, but he is fHll under the fame Obligatic;n
it o

| to elieve more,

J

<

s

N 38 the Condition of Salvation ;

Giledass,

(1t7)

of Faith as in Matteys of Practice, let 2 Man do e.
verfo many things which Chyif commands, if he
obftinately allow himfelf iy the wilful Violation of
any one Command he knows Chyift hath enjoyned
him, be is not 2 fincere Chriftian.  So let 3 Man

elieve ever o many Articles, if he obftinately re. -

fufé to affent to any one Articlé, he knows Chyift
hath taught, he is not 4 trye Chriftian, His obfti.
nate, wilful Refafal to believe that one Article, is
a plain Demonftration he hath not that Faith, which
and that the Afum he
gives to thofe other Doétrines, hath fome other Oy
gimal, A fincere Chriftian's believing particulap

octrines when known, s the genuine and necef:
fary Eruit and Efed of thye Faith, which is the

ondition of Salvation, Thefe A of Faith, are
but a partial, limited exerting of that Faith which
made him a Chriftian, and s the Condition of
Salvation , in fuch Proportion as his explicite
Knowledge doth reach, attended with 4 prompt=
s and readinefs to extend it “further, as he fhall

attain to know more of his Lord’s Mind, This

Gue and fincere believing Jefus to be the Chrift, *
hrines taught in the New Teftament, be properly | {;

0 35 to take him for our Lord an King, is the
Caith which s the Condition. of Salvation, And
hence it is, that this Fuith doth avail, and is effe-
&ual to the Salvation of them, who are Honeft,

-and Gordial, - notwithftanding they happen to be

ever o much beneath others in natural and acqui-
red Accomplifhments,
2, Should God' now revealany more Articles g

_ - abfolutely neceflary to be explicitely believed ¢
that a true Chriftian never believes (0 many Do. | valvation, than what Chrillt and his Apoftles de.

3 livered

ore, when he attains to knov&'mo‘fc; -
- and that Chrift hath taught them, [ i in Matters
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fivered as abfolntely neceffary o be explicitely be. |

ieved to Salvation, whether the Reafon of Man
‘clgtﬁd comprehend ,the_m ot tiot, they weuld alter,

New Covenant.
ang. ?fai:fxeamfthor of the Reafowablenefs, &c. had

of "his own Head declared that no Article is necefs |

to be explicitely believed to make Men Chri-
ﬁirayns, but ‘th;i)s, Tba}t' gefm is the Meffiah, and for
this Reafon, becaufé God could not reafonably re-
quire the Belief of any Aricle, as abfolutely ne-
ceflary to Salvation, but what illiterate and labour-
ing Men can comprehend, there would have been

jult Ground to examine and contradict what he |

had faid.  For this had been an intruding on God:s
Right and Prerogative, and a prefamptuous preferis

~ bing to him. |
: bml%uttoo,.m)rhe Author of the Rgfzﬁinalzlem_ﬁ, &e. |
doth exprefly declare, that what is the Faith God

will accept, depends wholly on bis good Pleafure, p. 298,

So that he might have made the Belief of Articles, .

which the Reafon of ‘Man cannot comprehend, ab:
{olately neceflary to Salvation.

5. The Author of “tbe Reafomablensfs, c. did |

h the Scriptures, to find what are the Articles,
fgir%]clief of gihich,God hath made abfolutely ne-
ceflary to Salvation, and he hath given g_ful] Ag-
count of what he found there concerning this
Matter. C

6. It isan eminent Demonfteation of the Cone |

defcention and Goodnefs of God towards Man,

that whereas he might have made the exrii,cite_.;f

ey I |
ceffary to Salvation, he hath not made the expli-
cite Belief of any, but that plain and intelligible |
Propofition, the Author of ths Renfana(aleneff; l;&atg L

‘Belief of incomprehenfible Articles, abfolute

AT

(119)
hath et down as ablolutely. neceffary to Salvation,
This Difcovery of the Divine Condelcention and
Goodnefs, ought tobe taken Notice of, by thofe
who have a Senfe of it ; and the Reflection the
Author of rhe Resfomablendfs, &c. hath made on
this Occafion, is fo pertinent and fo pious, 1 do &
little wonder that Pious and Good Men, can pre-
vail with themfelves, to make invidious Animad.
verfions upon it. |
* But Secondly, Why all this Concern for the -
Hliterate, and Men of weak Capacities, as though
¢ it would be fo very prejudicial to them, ro b ab-

: liged to believe what they cannot comprehend }

5 9. 96. '

pAn/w. If God is pleafed to fhew his Concern for
the iliterate, and Men of weak Lapacitigs, it is
very fit that Writers and Good Men fhould take

Notice of it, And though we are obliged to be.
lieve explicitely whatloever we fhall attain to know
God hath revealed, be matters difcourfed of ever
fo much above our Comprehenfion 3 yet it may
be very prejudicial to the illiterate Men, and fome -
Offtmce againlt Jefus Chrilt, o require of them the
Belief of Articles they canpot comprehend, as ab.
folutely neceflary to cheir Salvation, when Jefus
Chrifk doth not require the explicite Belicf of any
fuch Auticles, as abfolutely neceflary to that Pl

ofe 3 and more particularly becaufe it js a Sub-
jecting their Faith 19 fome other Authority than
his, who istheir onlyLord, '
' * For the Mifteries of Religion, which are in.

* comiprehenfible, are equally 10 to all, 5. g6,

Very true; Bue fome leamed Men can fay a
great many things, whether they ynderftand
What they fay, or not, cczlnce_:rning' the Myﬁe,rie;
a5 RV o

4
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of Religiori, which illicerate Men cannot compre:

“hend. And their Authority may as. well oblige
them to believe their incomprehenfible Speeches,

as abfolately neceflary to Salvation, as Myfteries,

which Jefis Chrift hath not made ablolutely necef-

fary to that purpofe.

* But laftly, fince our Author is of Opinion,
¢ thatit would be very advantageous to Mankind
* in general, to have only fuch a Religion as is
¢ very eafy to be underftood by all forts of Men,
* we onght to confider how very intelligible his
¢ Rule of Faith i, if compared with that of our
¢ Chutch, ahd how’ agreeable his one Article is,
198

An
Words: He fhould bave rewembred that 1 freak mt
of all the Doffrines of Chriftianity, nor all that is
publibed tothe World in is5 but of thofe Trushs only
which are abjolutely required to be believed 1o make any
one ¢ Chriftian, &c. %irﬁ ‘Vindication of the Rea-
fonablenefs, &e. p. 30,

" Here T expeéted fome Difcovery; that our
Church liad taught fomewhat contrary, or excéed
Ingly different, touching 'this Matter, from what
is deliveted i the Reafonablenefs, &c. concerning
it But that Comparifon is riot purfied, I fhall
therefore fay tio more,but that our Church doth re-

quire the explicite Belief "of all that Chritt and
~ his Apoftles have’ made ‘ablolutely -neceffary to be

~ believed to make Men Chriftians, and prefles to
a ferious, diligent care; and endeavour to under-
- ftand 25 much as may be, of what Chuift and
his Apoftles have taught, without’ fimiting People
S C e |

*to the Comprehenfion of Vulgar Capacities,

. To this, the Author of she Refonableef,
&e. hath given a very full Reply (1 think) in thefe

( iu ):

toa precile Number of Articles, | beyond which
they muft not dare to ftir; and if fhe had not done

fo, T fhould not have that high Eteem for her, I
moft jultly have, . |

¢ This Author beftows his 9gth Page; and moft
¢ of the Two following Pages in fhewing that
 this Propofition, Fefus is the Meffaby is not eafy
“ to be underffood. |

I will not undertake to declare what his Defign.
is, in this, I fappofe he doth not make a Queftion,

whether the Belief of that Propofition, is abfolute-
ly neceffary to make Men Chriftians, and therefore
that it muft be underftood. For he contends, That
thereare many more Propofitions,together with this,
equally neceflary to be explicitely known and belie-

ved to make MenChriftians.So that he dothinot ex-
chide, but acknowledge that the Belief of this Pro- -

pofition is abfolutely neceflary. "Now this Propo-
fition is alike ealy to be underftood, ‘whether the
due believing of it, doth make a Man a Chriftian,
or the explicite believing of a great many more Pro-
pofitions together with it, be abfolutely neceffary to

'makea Man a Chriftian, For Ifuppofe it will not
be denied, that it is as eafy to underftand this one .

Propofition, ftanding alone, as to underftand this
{ame Propofition when it is joined with a great ma-
ny others which are alfoto be believed, The ma-

king the explicite Belief of more Propofitions di -

ftinét from this, that Jefus is the Meffiah, abfolute-
ly neceffary, together with the explicite Belief of

-it, to make Men Chriftians, doth not make that . .

Propofition more eafy to be underftood, than it

would be, if the explicite Belief of thoft other Pro- -

pofitions were not mads abfolutely neceflary to m'akg
- Men Chriftians, B

Th

&




-~ dnd plain Anfwers to bg given. .
3. Moft of the Queftions propofed in this Au-
+ thor's Pages, when rightly formed, muft have figh |

ftiqth authorize iig .

Vi

()
gqﬁc_ion is not eafy t0. be underfood, is by fuppo.
ng_,.v on inquifisive, Tabouring, ilitera’e’ Man, who
knows many things which ar delivered in the New
Tetament, and who -underftands what it is for

. Books to be Divindly infpired , but is ignorant what is

meant by a Saviowr, asking feveral Queftions con.
cerning this Propofition ; and another much more
dgnorant than him, anfivering to every one of thefe
(ggeﬂions. I neither like the Queftions, nor the
Aufiwers, as they are f&¢ down in thele Pages, there,

-~ fore I fhall only obferve

1. ‘That whoever will r’cpiy dire&ly to an im-
pertinent Queftion, muft unavoidably give an im-
pertinent Anfwer. - Wherefore when Queftions are
not righ,tly propounded, be:that puts them, muf}
be made fenfible of his Miftakes, and affifted to
form them aright. -

2. That if.a Perfon is Inquifitive concerning 4;11@ ‘

Senfé of this Propofition, Thar Jef is the Chrift,

or,only Saviour of Sinners, and doth acknowledge
the true God, make him but throughly fenible of

~ his own .Sin and Guilt,’ and - he will then eafily
- underftand what is meant by a Saviour, Then his

Inquiries will be, how hie may be fatisfied that the
Perfon difcourfedof, isby God’s App_oi?jtmerii,_ the
pnly Saviour' of Sinners? and on what Terms he
may with good warrant expeét Salvation from him
o whiich Quetions there are very proper, cleay,

Anfivers madeto them, a5 Chrit
in the Scriptutes, to giveto them, But what Enp

7

- Ih,eWay{;t‘his Author takes to:lhew»'\that‘; tli,s ;l?rd',. o

 with them, who arg not truly c,mvmo%sf and

tertainment can you expect his Anfivers will have . '}

4 beinour flves, and may. arife from our having

T e

therefore do not really batieve he is the Maflialy
Canvince your Querift, though raughly, of tha,
vig. That Jefus is the Chrift op Mefiah, {o that he
dags truly receive him.to be his Lord and King,
and then you will find him In.a fair way, and very
well difpofed to reesive. Satisfaction, when you -
make him perceive- that your Anfwers to his Que-

ftions, are the very fame which Chrift himfelf

has given to them, or fuch as he doth, warrant -
you to offer for Peoples Satisfaction in” thofe
Cafes. - .
This Author concludes his Book with obferving,
That thofe Parts of the Reafonablenels of Chriftia-
nity, & which tréas of the Neceffity of Revelasion,
the Conditions of Repentance, Good Works, &C.  feers
to carry an dir of Piety almg with them, apd to be
writ with fuch Strength of Fudgment, as may be fupe
pofed that the Author kad thought more wpom them,
than wpon any other parts of that Trewifer
" AsTthink thofe parts of zhe Reafnab/emfs of Chrie
Jrianity, 8. here approved by this Aughor, have -
a very pious Relifh, and are writ witha Strength,
Vivacity, and Finenefs; very much-above what is
common §- fo 1 fully concur with this Worthy du.
thory in all, or moft of  the Points he hath treated
of in his Book, which I'have not made fome Re-

mark on, in thefe Papers, I will conclude with

- taking Notice, that as we are very apt to Imagine
a Per%on hath thought well on a Point, when, he
treats it to our liking; “fo we are very prone td
fancy he is defective, ot inan Error, Wwhen his

- Difcontfe upon a Subjak, is not fuch as we

. would have it to be. Yet the Miftake may really

ot







