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1PET. IIL ys.

Be ready always to give an anfwer to

every man, that asketh you a reafon of
the Hope that 13 1n you.

b Y the Espe that is in us, we dounderftand
here, as in other places of Scripture, not
only the bare Hope ftriétly fo called, but
the Faith too of a Chriftian, Whence

itis, that inthe Syriac verfion of the text, and in
ome ancient Latin copies, the word Faith is ad-
ded to the other; the hope and the Faith that is in
you.  And indeed " if we confider Hope as a natu-
ral paffion ; we fhall find it to be always attend-
ed and usfher’d in by Faith. For ’tis certain, there
is no Hope without fome antecedent Belief, that
the thing hoped for may come to pafs; and the
ftrength and fteadinefs of our Hope is ever propor-
tional to the meafure of our Faith. It appears
therefore why the word Hope in the text may wich
{ufficient propriety of {peech compreherid the whole
Faith of a Chriftian; and thar, when the Apo-
ftle exhorts us, to be ready always to anfwer every
man that asks the reafon of our Hopes ’tis the fame,
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as i he injoined us, to be never unprepared nor
unwilling to reply to. any doubtsor quettions about
the grounds of the Chriftian Faith,

At the date of this Epiftle, the whale World
(wich relation tothe text ) might be confider’d under
one general divifion, Jews and Gentiles : Firft, the

rom.3.2. Jews, To whom the Oracles of God were committed, and

who from thence had the information and expecta.
tion of the Meffias. Thefe, when they asked a Chi.
ftian the reafon of his Hope, were themfelves alrea.
dy perfuaded, that the Meffias would come : and
the oaly controverfie between them was, Whether
Jéfus was He 2 according to the meflage of Fohn the

Lk 729.Baptift, Was Jofus be that [hould come, or muft they

laok for another? Secondly, the Gentiles, who ha.
ving no means of knowledge befides mere natural
Reafon, could have no notions nor notices of this
expected Meffias.  Thefe therefore, when they de
manded the reafon ofa Chriftian’s Hope, were firft
to. be acquainted with the purpofe and promife of
God to fend the Meffias, wereto be inftructed about
the reafons and defigns of thar great embafly 5 about
his quality and office, and all the circumftances of
his Perfon : and then was the proper time to fhew,
That Fefus was He; chat the defcription of the Mef-
fias was truly exhibited and reprefented in His cha.

racter; and the ancient prophecies all accomplifh’d
in His actions and events, ’Tis

*Tis not for nothing, that the Apoftle (o. prefleth
this advice in the text, Be ready always to give area-
fon of the bope that is inyou. As if he h_ad. forerold,
That there would be noage of the Chriftian world,
wherein this preparation would be fuperfluous. It
hath pleas’d the divine Wifdom, never yet to leave
Chrittianity wholly at leafure from opgofcrss bue
to give its profeffors that perperual exercxfc of their
induftry and zeal. And who can tell, if without
fuch adverfaries to roufe and "quicken them, thgy
might not in long tract of time have grown remlfs
in the duties, and ignorant in the doctrines of Reli-
gion? Perhaps before this time even fome of the
Records of it might have perifh’'d by mens negli-
gence: asthe Jews had liketo have loft their Law,
it divine Providence had not preferved one copy of

it in the Temple. It is, while men fleep, while they l\'ia;fh-w

live in peace and fecurity,. and have no enemies to
conteft with, that the greac Enemy comes and fowes
tares among the wheat. But of a!! the ages ﬁncc1 th&
coming of Chrift, T fuppofe this prefent has lea

realon to complain for want of work and imploy-
ment in defence of Religion. Here are not onl_y t}}e
two pattiesin the text, Jews and Gentiles, flill in

the world to engage with; butevenin the midft of -

Chriftianity are the moft dangerous defigns form’d-

inft i i jour” iion of particu--
againft it:" as if our Saviour’s prediction of p

lar
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lar familics were to be verified too of the whole

Mewhoro Church, That its warft enemies fhould be they of its gm

Houfhald,

There are a fort of perfons baptized indeed into
the Chriftian Faith, and educated in the profeilion
ofit: butin fecrer, I with might fay {0, nay even
openly they oppole and blafpheme it repudiaring
at once the whole authority of Revelation, and de.
bafing the facred Volumes to the rank of ordinary
Books of Hiftory and Ethicks. The being of God
and a Providence they profefs to believe, to ac.
knowledge a difference berween Good and Evil, to
be verily perfuaded of another Life to come; and
to have their expectations of that flate, as their be.
1aviour isin this.  Nay even the whole fyftem of
Chriftian Morals they can willingly embrace: bue
not as a collection of divine Starures and Ordinances
fent us by an exprefs from Heaven, bur only as ufe-
full rules of life, difcoverable by plain Reafon, and
agrecable to natural Religion.  So that they can-
not fee the mighty occafion, that (hould invite even
the eternal Son of God from the bofom of the Father,
to aét fo meanand calamitous a part upon the flage
of chis forry world,  What need of fo great a m?m-
fter to read mankind le&ures of Morals, which
they mighe eafily learn withour any teacher: *Tis
stue; they are often told of fome fiublime myfterious

do&trines
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do&rines deliver’d by him, which they own would
nc’er have been thought of by natural Reafon. But
then, that is fo far from recommending to them
the importance of his errand from Heaven 5 thac
for that very reafon they deny the cruth of his mell
fage. For whatever comes impevionlly in the name
ot divine Myftery, and foars above the picch of
humane knowledge, whatfoever things they cannot
tathom and gralp through all the caufes, detigns,
modes and relations of them, as the notion of the
Meffias, his incarnation, mediation, facisfaction ;,
all thefe they reject and explode, as incomprelien-
fible to pure Reafon, which they fer up as the only
principle and mealure of belicf.

Inall this, thefe perfons a& the part, and place
themfelves in the condition of Gentiles , whom we
may imagine in the text, to ask the reafon of @ Chri-
JHans bope ; fince the whole body of thefe mens Re.
ligion is no more than what even Heathens attain’d
to: the modern Deifm being the very fame with
old Philofophical Paganifm, only aggravated and
damn’d with the additional crime of Apoftacy from
the Faith.  Buc befides this, thefe very perfons will
onother occafions perfonate the Jews too, thof o-

ther enquirers fuppos’d in the text; and difpute-

with Jewith objections againft the Chriftian Religi-
on: thongh they nomore believe the marter of thofe

objections,

————
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objeftions, than the thing they objet againft: I :
Celfus and Fulian of old,gdmty gatgler’d gargume;kc:
againft the Chriftiansfromall the different Se@ts and
Hyposheles of Philofophy, though inconfiftent one
argument with another; and brought objeions
too from the Old Teftament, which they did not
believe, againft the New one, which they were en-
gaged by all methods to oppofe.

In our prefent Difcourfe therefore, we fhall en.
dea.vour to refute thefe modern adverfaries under
their double fhape and character: firlt as they are
mere Deifts or Pagans, renouncing all Revelation
and the very notion of the Meffias: and fccondly,
as they fight under Jewifh colours; fo asadmittin 4
;here be a pro}:nifed Meflias the Saviour of the worlg,,

et men ought to reject the pe
fHill to waic %or anoth)cr. petfon of e and

And firft we fhall confider them in th i
of Deifts and Difciples of mere naturaICI{I::fléixy
We profefs our felves as much concerned, and a;
truly as themfelves are, for the ufe and aut’horit of
Reafon in controverfies of Faith. We look uyon
right Rcafon, as the native lamp of the foul PlaPced
and kindled there by our Creator, to conduét us in
the whole courfe of our judgments and actions
True Reafon, like its divine Author, never isic fcl%
deceived, norever deceives any man.  Even Reve.
lation
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lation it felf is not' thy nor unwilling to afcribe its
own firft credic and fundamental auchority to the
telt and ceftimony of Reafon. Souad Reafon is
the touchftone to diftinguith that pure and genuine
gold from baler metals; Revelation truly divine
from impofture and enthufiafm.  So that cthe Chri-
flian Religion is fo far from declining or fearing
the ftrictelt crials of Reafon; that it every-where
appeals to it, is defended and {upported by i, and
indeed cannot continue, in the Apoftle’s defcripti-

on, pure and undefiled withoue it "Tis the benefig Jamsst.2r.

of Reafon alone, under the providence and fpiric
of God, that we our felves are at this day 2 Re-
formed Orthodox Church: that we departed from
the errors of Popery, and that we knew too where
to ftop; neither running into the extravagancies of
Fanaticifm, nor {liding into the indifferency of
Libertinifm. Whatfoever therefore is inconfiftent
with natural Reafon, can never be jultly impofed,
as an Article of Faith. That the fame Body is
in many places at once; that plain Bread is not
Bread; fuch things, though they be faid with never
fo much pomp, and claim to infallibility 5 we
have ftill greater authority to reject them, asbeing
contrary to common fenfe and our natural faculties,
as fubverting the foundations of all Faith, even the
grounds of their own credit, and allthe principles

of civil life. So
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So far are we from contending with our adver.
faries about the dignity and authority of Reafon
buc then we differ with them about the exercife of
ir, and the extent of its province.  For the Deifts
there flop and fet bounds to their Faithy where
Reafon, their only guide, does not lead the way
further and walk along before them.  We on the
Deut-34- contrary, as Mofes was fhewn by divine power

\ atrue fight of the promifed Land, though himfclf
+ could not pafs over to it: fo we think, Reafon
may receive from Revelation fome further difeo.
veries and new profpects of things, and be fully
- convinced of the reality of them ; though it felf
+ cannot pals on, nor travel thofe tegions, cannot

¢ penetrate the fund of thole truths, nor advance to
- the utmoft bounds of them. Fort

by a wide difference between w
Reafon, and what is fuperior to it, and out of jts
jﬁch. To give an inflance in creaced Nature :

how many things are there, whofe being we can-
not doubt of, though unable to comprehend the
manner of their being fo? That the human foul
is vitally united to the Body by a reciprocal com.
merce of aéion and paifion; this we all confciouf.
ly feel and know, and our adverfaries will affirm
it, Letthem tell us then, what is the chain, the
cement, the magnerifm, what they will callit, the

invifible

here is certain.
hat is coatrary to
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invifible tie of that union, whereby Ma:t{f.r g.lr}dusz
incorporeal Mind, things that have no 1?1 it e
nos alliance to each other, can {o fym(pfu 1>zeN()
a mueual leaguc of motion and (e}i ation ‘ﬁ-amé
they will not prerend to that; fort \.Y}CQ..:: frame
no conceptions of it. They are {ure, (t)cm b;u- ch
an union from the operations and effe€ al : :{ e
caufe and the manner of it are too tfubt C(‘a::. e
cret to be dilcovered by. the cye o Rcla on ,ade
myflery, ’tis divine magick, “ts natura m.ltrh us.
If then in created beings, c}ge)l(] are :ger;teort}tc :v,;} Cnce,’
to confefs their ignorance of t cm“ of exitence,
without doubting of things them ; 1ve .nd ve ot
we much more reafon to be humble a 4
i {Tence of God, about
in {peculations a_bout the ‘e e s o T
the reafons of His counlels, an \ of Flis
‘ons? ves certainly : under thofe circum s
2\121(}):;7 gilicve Witl’): Reafon even things above ‘
snd beyond I?e?ﬁ;?.we have fure ground to believe
e book | 1 'gn of God ; and
that fuch a book is tbc Reve a[t% o of Go v:ords
we find in it Propolgiuo.n; expre cbi gxsisy in v [he;
rerminate fenfe withour am 3 fg .
25;1:; be otherwile inte‘rpreted, b); any c}g{:; nr::n
tavhor or fair conftruction 3\19\{% m{_orl umon
lagouage: we fay we have fufhggm rea n 0 A
g fitions, as divine do@cx.ne_s
fent to thofe propo X : sans

- g ~mm eyt
- T N ISR . it
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Matth, 1.LUTC.

26.

infallible truths, {o far as they are declared there ;
though perhaps we cannot our felves comprehend,
nor demonftrate to others, the reafons and the
manner of them. Neither is this an eafy creduli-
ty, or unworthy of the moft cautious and morofe
fearcher of truth. For obferve 5 we do not fay,
Any thing incomprehenfible to Reafon is feparate
and alone a proper obje@t of belief : but as ic is
fupported and ecftablifh’d by fome other known
and comprehenfible truth. ~ As, if Abrabam had
been told by fome ordinary Man, That in His
and Sarab’s decrepit age he fhould be blefled with
a Son: this Promife {o alone, without its bafis to
ftand on, could not have challeng’d his affent;
becaufe the thing was impoffible in the way of Na.
But fince it was God Almighty, with whom
all things are poffible, that was the author of that
Promife; by the mediation of that certain truch,
the veracity and omnipotence of God, without he-
fication he believed, and fo obtain’d the glory to

Ramsrrbe Father of the faithfull.  And upon the fame

grounds the Blefled Virgin gave credit to the falu-
tation of the Angel; though the meflage in it felf
feem’d impoflible to reafon. So true it is, that
Reafon it felf warrants us to proceed and advance
by Faith, even beyond the fphere and regions of
Reafon. We agree then with our adverfaries about

the
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the authority of Reafon: but we diffene about the
excrcife of it, and the bounds of its jurifdiction.
We believe even the abftrufeft Myfteries of the
Chriftian Religion : of which myfteries perhaps
we can affign no reafons 5 but for our belief we
affign a good one : Becaufe they are plainly taughe
in the word of God, who can neither err nor de-
ceive.  And thiswe affirm to be a reafonable con-
clufion ; though it carry us even to the confines
of Henven, beyond the limits of Reafon.  Burif
the Deifts chink to oblige us to give a natural ac-
count of thofe myfteries, without the authority of
Scripture: for that we muft beg their excufe. We
will argue from ftrict Reafon, as much as they
can pretend to: bur we muft not fubmit that our
adverfaries fhall confine us to improper topicks
and impoffible ways of proof. -

I appears therefore, that though we fhould de-
cline and defpair to give any account at all of the
reafons and methods of God’s counfelin the miffi-
on of his Son ; and only appeal to the fentence of
Scripture: yet the Deifts ought to be fatisfied with
that proof; fince the Doctrine is fo exprefly
raughe in the oracles of God. But befides this,
what if even natural Light fhall difcover to usfome
faint, but yet certain views of that myfterious in-

ftance of divine Wifdom and Goodnefs; and ex-
hibit
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hibit to us a rational account, Why the Son of
God fhould condefcend to be our Mediator and
Rcd;emcr. But before we engage in this attempe
lct. it be lawfull o implore the candor of opu,
Prxend»s 3 if, while we endeavour to win over oﬁg
~ Enemies, we may [cem to fome, To do too |
tle, or perhaps to athers, To ve 0
and to advance beyond our Lines.
then fome reafons of this wonderfull M
muﬂi take our profpe from the highe
of Nature, from the firft Creacion
human Race. ’
GOD, who ac the beginning viewed al] ¢l
Gen. 131, WOrks of his hands, and ehold, p e e
7y good; made Man allo upright and compl
without any defect in his whole compoficion \P;/ii?]r’
out any original perverfnefs of Soul, or fal("eb 'af-
of 'Wl“ or Judgment, without any natural o)bl?S
quity or enormity of Inclinations. ~ He made him
an intelligent Being, to know God and Himfe Ilrfn
to underftand and feel prefent happinefs, and toe fe.
cure it by confideration and conirivar;ce for the.
futurc". He endow’d him with liberty of minde-
that he might a&, not of neceflity, nor blind in.
Pcu'm”t like che Brutes ; but with cdt;.fcioﬁfnefs lﬂé
;'Xolunt‘ary choice, He implanted in him dfvilr]fc
ppetites and Affections, all ufefull inftruments of

his

it-
nture to9 far,
To difcern
yltery 5 we
f mountain
and origin of

qll t/)i)lgs were Ve-

_—_..
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his happinefs, if fitly imployed : and none vitious
and culpable radically and in their whole nature ;
but then only, when they are applied to wrong
objects, or in right ones are raifed or funk befide
their due temper and meafure. Tfay it again, for
the juftification of our Creator ; that not one of the
fimple affections of the Soul, no not Concupil-
cence, Harred, ‘Anger, Revenge, are in them-
felves criminal-and finfull, Some of the Affeti-
ons, ’tis true, have very bad names: but thofe
are cither mere excefles of fimple Paifions 5 or elfe
mix’d and compotnd ones, .which have no pro-
per real effence, bur are only notional termis; as
Envy for example, a very bad thing indeed ; buc
ris an evil of our own produét, and not of God’s
creating. - For the real conftituent parts of it, ‘are
Hatred and Grief, “very ufefull and lawfull affecti-
ons: but the evil of itis our owr 5 when we en-
tertain that Hatred and Grief ac the good that be-
falls others : which is what we exprefs by the com-
lex name of Envy. '

God therefore having fo created Man, in every
capacity pure and perfect, might juftly require of
him, that he {liould maintain and prelerve this
original rectitude; that in all his defires, defigns
and a&ions, he fhould conftantly adhere to the
dictates of Reafon and Nature 5 {o as the leaft de-

viation

lgx
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viation would make him obnoxious to God’s dif.
pleafure, and nothing lefs than compleat obedi.
ence recommend him to his favour : according to

Gen4.7- the terms propofed to Cain, If thou doft well, fhalt

thon not be accepted? and if thou doft not well, fin lies
at the door. God, I fay, might expect and re.
quire of man fuch a perfect obedience to the Law
of Nature: becaufe it was both reafonable and
poffible for Man to perform it.  Reafonable it was
beca\.lfc every Statute of that Law promotes rh::
erue intereft and felicity of Mankind, even in the
very performance. “Tis true, in the prefent po-
fture of human affairs, a man’s dury is frequent
inconfiftent wich his temporal intereft. Bue froz{z
the beginning it was not fo : neicher would it be now
if the whole world at once could be juft and inno.
cent.  For “tis not my keeping the Law, but ano-
thers tranfgreifing it, that involves me in any mi.
fery. The fcope and tendency of the Law it felf
:s‘always mine and every man’s advantage. For
'tis not a thing foreign and aliene to our nature
impolfed on us purely to try our obedience; but i
all refules from our very frame and conffitution
The general prefervation of man’s Natural good is:
the fole root and fountain of the Moral : the uni
verfal Profit and Pleafure, the publick Happinefs of-'
human Life gives being and denomination to every

virtue
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vircue and vice: and the true rules and directions
to preferve and fecure thac happincfs make up the
whole Volume, the Code and Pandect of the
Law of Natwre. Without doubt then it was rea-
{onable to obey, where nothing was commanded
us, but to purfue our own incereft; nothing for-
bidden us, but not to do our felves harm. And
fecondly, it was pofible for man to perform that
encire obedience.  For fince, as we have proved
before, all his natural faculcies are right and good,
and the Law it felf accommodated and proporti-
or’d to thofe faculties; there appears no neceflary
intrinfic impediment, why he may not adequate-
ly obferve ic, If every particular precept be poffi-
ble to be done, “cs not abfolucely impoffible to
fulfill che univerfal. And methinks they, that on
other accounts acknowledge that God requires
fuch perfect obedience upon the terms of the Law
of Nature, fhould be very averfe from believing,
that there is a natural and fundamental infufficicn-
cy in man to perform it.  For certainly the juft
God cannot be fo importune and unreafonable a
Mafter, as to enjoyn us whatis phyfically impoffi-
ble, to expett toreap where be bas not fown, to re-
quire Bricks without allowance of Stramw.
But then, though there wasno fuch original and

natural difability in Man; yet there arofe a moral
C and

DN e
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15 If we fay, we have no fin, we deceive onr felves, and

and circumftantial one , an accidental incapacity
fupegvening to his Nature , an impoffibiliey. from

event, that ever any perfon from thebeginning of
3 y o

the werld to the laft period of it (always excep.
tng the Man Chrift jejus) fhould be wholly pure
and free from the contagion of Sin.  For our firft
Parents having fallen from their native ftate of in-
nocence ; the tinQure of evil, ke an hereditary
difeafe, infected all their pofterity : and the leaven
of fin having once corrupred the whole Mafs of
Mankind, all the fpecies ever after would be fow-
red and aainted with it ;' the vitious ferment per-
petually diffufing and propagatinig it felf through
all generations. ~ For ler us but confider the ftate
of human life; ficft a perpetual converfation a-
mong evil Examples, and the ftrongeft principle
of our nature, Imitation; and then, the igno-
rance and prejudices of Childhood, the fervour
and temerity of Youth; the force and the frequen.
cy of Temptations, and the narrow dubious con.
confines between Virtue and Vice: and we may
pronounce it impoffible, that any man fhould fo
govern-his fteps through all the lubricous paths
of Life, as never once to flip and fall from his du
ty. Agreeably to the teftimony of Scripture, which
hath concluded all under fin, Gal. 3. 22. and again;

the
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the truthis not inws ; and again, both Jews and Gen- Rom. 3..

tiles are all under finy all have finned and come /h’ort 3

of the glory of God. Every mouth then be flopp'ds . v. .,
and all the world muft plead guilty before the tribu-

nal of God: for by the deeds of the Law (the Law

of nature as well as of Mojes) no flefb can be juflifi-

ed in bis fight. ltis evident then trom ic princi-
ples of pure Reafon , -befide the authority of Scri-
peire ; that upon the Deifts Hypothefis, upon the
terms of natural Religion, no Salvation-can be ob-
tain’d; no Life and Immormality can be expected.
For that being the free offer and favpur’of God;
he mighe jultly fer what price he pleas’d upon
it; even the greateft that we can poflibly pay;
nothing lefs than entire obedience, than unfpotced
innocence, than confummate virtue.

Thus far then even Reafon evinceth, and holds
the Lamp toRevelation.  Some means of Recon-
ciliation between God and Man, the Judge and
the Offender, muft be contrived; fome vicarious
fatisfaction to juftice, and model of a new Cove-
nant; or elfe the whole bulk of Mankind are for
ever unhappy. And furely to prevent that, to
retricve a perithing world, wasa weighty concern;
even of greater importance than the very creating
i, and more worthy of the care and confult "of
Heaven. 1fay, the care of Heaven ; for alas here

' C 2 on
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on Earth, what expedient could Man find our
How could Duft aud [lﬂm take upon bim to /Pmk unto
the Lord? Could any of the Sons of Adam prefume
10 be advocate for the reft: himfelf one of the
criminals, -himfelf in want of another advocate:
and what friend knew we at the court of Heaven.
of that high power and favour with God, as.o oé
fer his interceffion ? or fo wonderfully kind to Us
asto pay our fatisfaction 2 We muft freely own t(;
the Deift; that here Reafon was ara fland : even
Nature her [elf languifh’d between hope and de.
Roms.a>-fpair ; and in the fhile of the Apoftle, the whole Cre-
ation groaw’d and travell d in pain together ; when be.
hold (what Revelation hath informed and affured
Heb 1 3-us of) the eternal Son of the Almighty, the bright-
nefs of the Paternal Glory and the expref; image of‘? bis
Subftance, even He vouchfafed to be our Patron
and Mediator, to take our Nature upon him and
to dwell among Men, to fulfill thac Law of righ.
teoufnefs wherein we were deficient, to bear gur
g.uil: and our burthen upon himfelf, and to offer
his moft precious blood, as an expiation for our
offences, as the feal of a new Covenant better than
the Law of Nature; a Covenant of more graci-
ous terms, terms of Repentance and Remiffion of
fins : fo thac if we truly believe in Him, and fin-
cerely endeavour to obferve his Commands 5 our

imperfe&t

]
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imperfect Righteoufnefs through the merits of his
Sufferings fhall be imputed, accepted and reward-
ed ; asif it were an endre obedience to the ftric¢t
Law of Worksand of natural Perfection,

And now I dare prefume to ask even our ad-
verfaries themnfelves, what flaws or fallacies they
can fhew in all this.  If it be true then, that Rea-
fon it felf difcovers fuch abfolute neceffity of {ome
way of Reconciliation between God and Man 5 and
if it was neceffary for Man, as being the party
concern’d, to know the pardicular way thar God
did approve and accept of 3 and if mere Reafon
could never find that out, but Revelation alone
muft and ought to inform us; and laftly, if fuch
Revelation be a&ually made, auefted, and pro-
mulgared to the world : what pretence is there lefr,
why we {hould not believe and acquicfce in it ? if
upon examination it bear all the marks of true Re-
velation ; if it contain nothing unworthy of it felf,
and of the wifdom and goodnefs of its Author.

And is not the Occonomy of man’s Salvation,
asitis fet forth in Holy Scriptures, every way a-
greeable to that divine charaéter 2 No, if we ask
our Adverlaries; tis an improper and unequal
method ; ’tis inconfiftent with the juftice and im-
partiality of God. Rex Fupiter omnibus idem. God,
fay they, if he had defign'd fuch an univerfal bg-

nefic
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4
nefit for Mankind, would have exhibited it equal- For firft asto that imagined Partiality of God, in
ly and indifferently, to every Age and Nation a- pflc—ferring any one country before the reft of the
like. But the conditions of Salvation propofed in World, to be the Land of Chrifts Nativity; what
the Gofpel are incompetent and much too narrow ; a peor and contemptible cavil 2 For upon fuppo-
being reftrain’d to thofe times and countries alone, fizion, that the Meffias of God was to take hu-
that can hear of the fame of Fefas, and believe in | man nature upon him, and be born of 2 Woman:
hiz Perfon.  And wharbecomesthen of 2!l the for- muit he not of neceflity be born in fome one par-

mer Ages of men, before He was born : What of Ficular, Country, exclufively to all the reft: And
thofe remote Nations ever fince, that could have J 15 not that then 2 ridiculous objection againft any
no intelligence of him, nor hear the leaft tidings 11}}gle Country; that may equally be urged againft
of Fudea and Fernfalem? mufk all thofe Myricds of | 21l Wh.M(OE\'CY?_
Souls perifh for invincible ignorance, for wanr of Neither was it mere Fondnefs in the!Deicy, thar
Rom. 10, impoflible Faith 2 For how conld they believe on bim, he chofe tbe obfeure land of Paleftine for the birch
" of whom they bad not beard? and how conld they hear pl.}cc of his Son, rather than Greece, or Ttaly, or
without a Preacher? And why fhould the God of the | 410, the thearres of Atz and Learning, and the
whole earth, the God that is no vefpecter of perfons, no | 'edts of Empire? For not to mention Abraham and

nor of nations, be fo unaccountably kind, fo un.  the Patriarchs, whofe fingular faith and piety juftly
jultly fond and partial to any fingle country 2 much

¢ obtain’d of God, that their Pofterity fould have
lefs to a lile obfcure people, the Fumws, fcarce heard

¢ adoption and the glovy, and the eovenants and the Rom.o. -,

of in the reft of the world, till they were caprivesand | fomifes, and the confanguinity of Chrift : it appears
flaves in it2 and withdraw his paternal love fem alfo from  event; that the circumftances of thac

fo many other Nations much more confiderzble, 3‘-'33"5031 wete of all others the moft furable to the

and more worthy of his providence* [ile God of f velign of the Meffias.  For fince it was fir and ne-

Rom .29, the Jews only 2 Is be not alfo of the Gentr, 2 efiary, that Prophecies fhould foretell of hintfong

This way of difcourfe we may expect vorn the | before his coming; that his pedegree-and extradr-

Deifts: And I hope, according to the acvice of | on fhould be accuraeely deduced: through ‘2 long

the texr, we are both able and ready to give a Reply. | svies of Anceltors 5 andother fuch marks be af-

For figned
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figned of him, that men might know, This was
He: what more proper tothofe purpofes, than the
ftace of the Jews, that peculiar people, fecluded
and diftinguifl’d one tribe from another, and the
whole fromall the reft of Mankind, by the very
frame of their polity? So that the Genealogics
were lefs confuled, the Hiftories and Prophecies
more faithfully recorded, and the accomplithment
of all more certain and illuftrious, than they could
have been in any other Nation upon Earth’; all of
which, within that long compafs of time, were
blended together by mutual commerce and mutu-
al conqueft, and other omnifarious caufes of mix-
ture and confufion.

And then as to that other furmife, thar God would
have propofed fair and equal means of general fal-

vation; and not upon fuch narrow and infufficient |

terms, as an actual Faith in the perfon of Jefus ; a
condition impoffible to the much greater part of

- Mankind : we acknowledge it to be true, infalli-

bly true; Faith in Chrift Jefus the only way to
Salvation fince the preaching of che Gofpel: fo
as whofoever rejeéts thar, when it is duly decla-
fed to him, and refufes his affent and obedience to
it, can have no portion in the Kingdom of Hea-
ven. Bue for thofe, that never once heard of the
Lord of Life; that’s an undecided cafe; which we

do
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do not decermine.  Fer who has authority to give
{entence, where God and Scripture are filent 2
Thus far we are alfured there ; that ler the future
condition of thofe be as God pleafes, at leaft he
will not condemn them for invincible ignorance,

For there is no refpect of perfons with Hns but as Rom..xs,
many as have finned without Law, [hall perifh without =

Law. The meaning whereof is, that the Gentile
world fhall not be judged and condemned for the
breach of the law of Mofes, which never was given
them; but for fins againft the law of Nature,
and the common light of Conlcience.  We may
inferr then by parity of argument, That as many
as [ball fin without the Gofpel, [ball perifh without the
Gofpel 5 thatis , not becaufe they believed not in
Jelus, whom they had not the leaft notice of: but
they will be tried and fentenced for fins againft
natural Reafon, for things within their power and

capacity 3 becanfe when they knew God, they glorified Rom-11%

20, 21.

himnot, as God 5 becanfe they held the truthin nnrigh-
teonfnefs, fo that they are without excuffe,

But if the Deift fhall fill infift; that though
we have juftifed God from the calumny, as if
he would condemn the Gentiles for want of impof-
fible Faith: yer ftill he maintains it to be unjuft
and incredible, that while one {mall pare of Man-
kind enjoys the favour of the Gofpel; all under

D the
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Rom.3.20.

the ftate of Nature (hall have the hard mealure of
Swmmzm Fus; muft be all damn’d by rigid inflexi-
ble jufiice, without equity or mercy, without
any act of pardon, or the leaft room for Repen.
tance: if he will rather obftinately believe, or hope,
or wiflis cthat the God of tender conifiaffions, who

loveth all things that be hath made, wha will not vequire’
wischy where little bas been given, cannot be Jo extreme-

with the Genile world as to mark all that is done a-
mifs 5 and yet to flighe and overlook thofe fhining
examples of vertue not u/x)ﬁ'equent among them,
If this be all he fticks atv God forbid, that on this
fingle account, he fhould exclude himfelf from the
Communion of Faith, We can allow him this
opinion y as at worlt a charirable error, as fome
indication of a large heart and a generous Jove of
Mankind.  Buc then he muft always remember,
that even thofe virtuous Heathens , whom he
would fo gladly place in fome part of Heaven, can
be faved on no other account than by the merits
and mediation of Jefus their Saviour. For with.
out his fatisfaction, there is no remiffion of fins
nor accepration of repentance: and withour re.
miflion of {ins, by the deeds of the Law, and natu.
ral Righteoufnefs, o flefh can be Juftified in the Jight
of God.  They are faved therefore, it they be faved
at all, by the fole benefit of Chrift 5 though in this

" ife
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hife they conld not know_nor thank their Benefa- (
&or.  For though they lived in the carlieft ages of |
time, long before his Incarnation, yet even then

Mﬁ‘ﬁ{rﬁiﬁg{ by the blood of the Lamb, M- ( per.r.zo
o fted indeed in latter times, but. pre-ordained before the

foundition of the world: fo that from the firlt ori.

gin of it, he might extend and impare, to all thar

were worthy, the efficacy of his Meerits, and the pri.
viledes of Faith and Grace, and a fhare in the in-

heritance of Glory and Immortalicy. \

II. And now we may expect, that our Adver- L
faries will put off the garb and character of De-
ifts ; and make a new attempt for the fortune of
the day, under the arms and conduét of the
Jews.

It muft be granted onall hands, that the Mef-
fias, whenfoever he is manifefted to the world,
muft appear in that very manner, as the Jewifh
Prophets defcribe-him.  All the charaters muft
hit and correfpond one to another 5 the fame fea.
tures, the fame lineaments vifible in both; the
one the fhadow and picture, and the other the
fubftance. Now, fay they, it is evident from
the Prophets ; That the Meflias is to be a tempo-
ral Prince, to fic on thethrone of David his roy-
al anceftor, and to make Ferufalem the feac of an

D2 univerfal
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univerfal and perpetnal Empire.  Bue the chara-
Cer of Jefus is as different from this defcripuion,
as a ftable from a palace. Tis true, we Chrifti-
ans endcavour to fhew a {imilitude between them
by figurative interpretations of Scripture: which
we call the fpiritual and myftical fenfe; but Ehey
call arbitrary and precarious, as having no foun.
dation in the native and naked Letter: which is
not to be racked and wrefted from its obvious
meaning ; little credit being to be given to fuch

extorted confeflions. '
Thus far our Objectors.  Bue 1 fuppole, the
Prophetick language and character is berter under-
{tood, than that this furmife thould pafs without
a juft anfwer. Indeed if it were in this cafe alone,
that the expreffions of the Prophets need a figura-
tive interpretation, the exception mighe appear fair
and plaufible.  But it cannot be denied, that on
many other occafions, befides the matter of the
Meflias, their difcourfe (after the genius of the Ea-
flern nations) is thick fet with metaphor and alle.
gory : the fame bold comparilons and dithyram.
bick liberty of flile every-where occurr, Which
is an eafic and natural account (befides the more
fecret reafons that the Holy Spirit nugh: have)
why the kingdom of Meffias, theugh really "iri.
tual and not of this world, isfo often drelled and
painted
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painted by them with the glories of fecular Empire.
For when the fpirit of God came wupon them, and
breathed 2 new warmth and vigour through all
thepowers of Body and Soul; when by the influx
of divine light the whole fcene of Chrift’s heaven.
ly kingdom was reprefented to their view 5 fo thar
their hearts were ravithed with joy, and their ima-
ginations turgid and pregnant with the glorious
ideas: then furely, if cver, their flile would be
ftrong and lofey, full of allufions to all that is
greac and magnificent in the kingdoms of this
world, But then in other paffages of the fame
Prophets, as it were on purpofe to hint to us the
true meaning of the former, the Mefliasis delcrib’d
plainly without poctical colours, to be a perfon of
low condition, to have no form nor comelinefs in hint,
a man acquainted with [orrows, and numbred among
tranfgreffors 5 and by other charaéters fo clear and
exprefs : that fome of the Jewith Rabbies, to elude
fo ftrong a conviction, have maintain’d and pro-
pagated an abfurd opinion, as if two Meffiah’s
were foretold by the Prophets, the one a trium-
phant monarch, and the other an unfortunateand
afflicted perfon. What will not perverfe and re-
fractary minds take hold of, rather than {ubmit to
an unwelcome truth 2

It
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Itis evident then, that the kingdom of Chrift
fo magnified in the Propherick ftile is a {prricual
kingdom, And yet to be free and ingenuous, we
mult own that the whole nation of the Jews mi.
ftook the meaning of thofe patlages. Even our
Saviour’s own dxlbxplcs were not exemprted from
the common error.  And che whole polterity of
that people are pertinacious in it to chisday : which
to many is a mighty prejudice againft the credic
of the Gofpel.  What? as if it were fuch a mat-
ter of aftonifhment, that they obftinately adhere
to the literal fenfe, which promifes them 2 tempo-
ral kingdom with worldly honours and pleafures?
an interpretation both {pecious in it felf, and agree.
able to their proud hopes and carnal apprehenfi.
ons, which are miferably defeated and difappoin-
ted in Jefus? There feems to be nothing fo very
unnateral and unaccountable in this.  Bug then
that very Difappoiniment, fo far it is from being
an objection, that o 2 fagacious mind and un.
corrupt judgment, it feif 1s a convincing proof,
that he was ruly che Meilias.  For let us refiect
upon the ftate of thote times.  *Tis cereain in faét
thar the whole nation way poffeft with an invete.
Tate petlvafion, rhat che Wiofiias was then a com-
ing. And “us a5 ceitain, that Jefus the Son of M.
1y profeft himfelf thue Moifias.  Let us argue now

upon

OF Revelation and the E/ﬁﬂ!.

29

upon human reafons and the common principles
ot action. If he was not the true Meffias: we
are tien to conflider him, as an ordinary Jew, of
mern qualicy and education.  Now to give any
tol r2bie account, why fuch a one (hould pretend
hivsif to be the Meffias, there are but two ways
pofible.  Either he was a&ted by ambicious “de-
fign., which he hoped to compafs by that impo-
: or by a complexicnal and natural enchufi-
, verily imagining himfelf to be the Meffias.
Liusvole, T {carce need to fay, that both thefe fup-
polirionsare fully confuted by every word and acti-
on of his life.  But what I now oblerve, is this
that upon either of thofe principles, whether Am-
bition or Enthufiafm, he would certainly have
acted the part of the Meifias, in fuch a charader
as men then affcribed to him ; according to the po-
pular expectation, and the received notion of thofe
times.  Now the whole Nation expected, that the
Mefliss was o be a greac General; to refcue them
from the Roman power, and 1o reftore the kingdom
to Ifrael. "Tis certain then, thac upon either of
thofe motives, he would have blown the trumpet
torebellion, and attempted their deliverance. Am-
bicion would have animated him to it; asthe on-
ly way to his hopes and wifhes:. or if Enthufiafm
had infpired him, what would he not have promi.

e
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fed and affumed to himielf 2 to fight the battles of the
Lord; to execute Yengeance upon the Heathen s to bind
their Kings with chains, and (hetr Nobles with  fetters
of ron.  Such were the defigns of Barcocab and
fome other impoltors of old: fcrting up to be
the Meffias 5 they put their followers in arms, and
proclaimed liberty to the people.  Not fo che blel.
fed Jefus: bur when the mulitude would have
made him their King, he withdrew himfelf even
by miracle to avoid it. He did not fummeon to
arms, but ro repentance and newnels of life.  He
had a kingdom indced : buc not of this earthly Feru-
falem, but of that which is above. He was truly their
deliverer : but not from the Roman yoke ; buc from
the more {lavith yoke of the Law, from the more
wretched bondage to fin and death.  Was thisthe
air and language of Ambition2 Was this the meen
and {pirit of Enthufiafm? Nay rather doesnot Na.
ture her felf cry out and declare; that for one of his
low condition and vulgar education, to profefs
him(elf the Meffias in fo furprizing a manner, in a
charadter {o unthought of, by an interpreration of
Prophecies fo fpiritual and divine, fo infinitely bet-
ter than the literal meaning, againft the univesfal
prejudice of the nation, and the hopes and follicicati-
ons of his very followers ; was certainly a thing more
than humen, an invincible teftimony, that he was

really
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really the Chrift, and bis doftrine from God and not
of men.

But our Adverfaries have another objeion fhill
behind : and our anfwer thereto will pur an end
both to itand to the prefent difcourfe. And chis
objection is borrow’d from the Law of Mofes:
which, fay they, having a promife of cternity an-
nexed to it, to be an everlafting covenant, a perpe-
tual flatute, a covenant of an everlafting Priefthood ,
ought of neceffity to be continued "and confirmed
by the true Meffias : whereas Jefus endeavoured to
abolifh it, and theteby wholly fubverted the cre-

dic of his own pretenfions. But we anfwer in our

Saviour’s declaration, that be came not to deftray the Mact.s.

Law, but to fulfil it. We are to diftinguith then "’

between the moral part of the Mofaic Law, and
the political and ceremonial.  As tothe Rites and
Ceremonies ; “tis apparent, they had no intrinfic
nor moral holinefs in them ; no natural tendency
to promote the happinels of men; nay racher they
were inconvenient and grievous, 4 yoke of bondage
and fervile difcipline, which none were able to bear. E.
ven the rewards and penalties, which enforced their
obfervation, did notnaturally flow and refult from
them, aseffeits from proper caufes; but they were
miraculoufly added to them by the fole virtue of
the divine promife. T'is true, they were fic and
E
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proper for the ends of their inftitution 3 to be. types
and fhadows of better things to come; ro pre-
ferve the people from Idolatry s by allowing no
intercoiirfe nor commerce with other nations, B

“tis evident for that very reafon, as well as many

more, that thofe ceremonies were neicher caleulated
for eternity, nor modelled for mankind jn com-
mon.  So that when the reafons of their fznétion
no longer continued, when the things they typicalty
reprefented, were come. to. pafs; when the wall o
partition was to be remgved; and according to ke
Prophecies, all nations to be called to-Chrift, “and the
ends of the earth tobe his poffefion they muft needs
be antiquated and abolifhed, like {¢affolds that
are removed when the buildings ate finifhed : fince
under that new ftate none of them had: any fur.
ther ufe, and feveral of them became impoffible to
be obferved. And fo for the Political inflicutions
of Mofes: s plain they wereaccommodated to the

- circumftances of affairs; and the neceflities of time

and place; not abfolutely the very beft, bur the
beft thae thofe ages of the world and the genius of
that people would bear.  As for inftance, the tole.
ration of Polygamy and caufelefs Divorces ; thefe
were indulged them, not as moft pleafing to their

Machsg. Law-giver, bue becanfe of the hardefs of their bearts,

in the words of our Saviour : becaufe they were too

it
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fti¥-necked and headftrong to admit of a fhorter
bridle. Thefe civil ordinances therefore, when
better precepts were once propofed and accepred
in their place, muft of necefliy drop and die of
themlelves, and become obfolere without any re.
peal: juft as the temporary edits in war, and the
agreements of the cartel do expire: of their own
accord, when the peace is concluded. But then

the Moral part of the law of Mfes, which is the

fap and marrow, the foul and fubflance of the
whole, that indeed is of eternal and aniver(al obli-
gation.. Burt then, who can fay, that this is ab.
rogated and cancelled by Fefus? fo far from thar,
that every branch of it is ingrafted and incorporated
into his Gofpel.  In this beft of fenfes therefore the
Mofaic Law is confirmed and fulfilled by our Sa-
viour. For Morality is a thing immutable; and
unlels human nature it {elf {hould be new molded
by our maker ; vice and virtue muft be always
what they have been.  So foolifh was the cavil of
the Deifts againft our Saviour’s defcent from Hea-
ven; becaufe he gave no other Lectures of Morals,
than what Nature and Reafon had taught before.
Nay if he had taughe us the reverfe of thofe Morals,
this had been an obje¢tion indeed. But in thateven
the divinity of his doctrine moft eminently appears,
that the fingerof God upon thetables of our hc:ms1

and
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.of the Gofpel ‘have prefcribed us one and the fame

.our profeffion: fo'may ‘we expect to bring over

and the pens of theinfpired Writers in the ‘volume

leffon. .Asfor Us, whofe employment it is to
teach that leffon to others; let us buc exprefs it al-
{o in our own lives and -converfations 5 ler us but
add that creditto our doétrine, that reputation to

all ‘our adveifaries to the truth and power of Re-
ligion ; fo may we expect, when we give the ac.
count -of our talents, to be received with that
bleffed approbation, Well done, thou good and faith-
full fervant ; enter thow into the joy of thy Mafter.
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