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To my moft Honoured Patrons,

TRUSTEES appointed by the Will of the

Honourable Robert Boyle, Efq;
The Right Reverend Father in God,
Thomas, Lord Bifhop of Linceln,
Sir Henry Afberft, K* and Baronet.
Sir John Rotheram, Serjeant at Law,
Jobn Evelyn, {enior, Efquire,

Moft Honoured,

"NOD having difpofed the Fleart of that incom-
W W porable Perfon, the Hononrable ROBERT

BOYLE, Efquire, lately deceafed, the Glory
of our Nation and Age, whofe Charity and Goodnefs
were as Univerfal as bis Learning and Fame ; < To-
“ fettle an Annual Salary for fome Divine or
“ Preaching Minifter, who {hall be enjoyned to-
« petform the Offices folllowing: 1, To preach:
Eight Sermons in the Year, for proving the
Chriftian Religion againft notorious Infidels,
“ viz. Atheifts, Deifts, Pagans, Jews and Mabometans 5
& not defcending to any Controverfies thac are a-
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

« mong Chriftians themfelves : Thefe Lectures to
¢ be on the Firftk Monday of the refpective Months
« of January, February, Murch, April, May, Septem-
« eor, Oftober, Noventbers in fuch Church as the
« Truftees (hall from time to time appoint: 2.’l'o
« be affifting to all Companics, and encouraging
« them in any Undertaking for propagating the
« Chriftian Religion: 3. To be ready to fatisfie
« fich Real Scruples as any may have concerning
« thofe Matters ; and to an{wer fuch new Objecti-
« ons or Difficulties as may be ftarted, to which
« good Anfwers have not yet been made: You
have been pleafed to believe me able in fome meafure to
perform thefe Offices, and to command this Firft Effay
to be made publick. I am very Jenfible of the great Flo-
aonr, as well as the great Extent and Digenlty of the
Tusk; and [ball endeavour to the utmoft of my poor
ability to anfiwer the religions and generous Defign of
that Excellent Perfon, and the good Opinion you bave

entertained of
My moft Honoured Patrons,

Your very obliged and humble Servant;

R, Bently.

(1)

Folly of %ﬂj eilm, &c.

Pfalm X1V. verfe 1.
The Fool hath faid in bis Heart, There is no God; they

are corrupt, they bave done abominable works, there
is none that doth good.

Shall not now make any enquiry about the

time and occafion and other circumfitances

of compofing this Pfalm: nor how it comes
- to pafs, that with very lictle variation we have
it twice over, both here the 1 4th, and again num-
ber the 53d.  Not that thefe and f{uch like are noc
important confiderations in themfelves ; buc that I
think them improper now, when we are to argue
and expoftulate with {uch Perfons, as allow no Di-
vine Authority to our Text; and profels no greater,
or, it may be they will fay, lefs Veneration for thcfc"
Sacred Hymns, than for the profanc Songs of dia-
creon ot Forace,  So that although I my felf do
really believe, that all fuch as fay intheir Hearts
There is no God, are foolifh and corrupt, both in l.lnT
derftanding and Will; becaufe I fee that infinite
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The Folly of Atheifm.

Wifedom himfelf has pronounced them to be fo:
neverthelefs this Argument would at prefent have
no force upon thele men, ¢ill in duc time and me-
thod we have evinced the fufficient Authority of
Holy Scripture. ~ But however there are other Books
extant, which they muftnceds allow of as proper
Evidence; even the mighty Volumes of vifible Na-
ture, and the everlafting Tables of Right Reafon ;
wherein, if they do not wilfully fhue their Eyes, they
may read their own Folly written by the Finger of
God ina much plainer and more terrible Sentence,
.than Belfhazzar’s was by the Hand upon the Wall.
And as the impious Principles of thefe Perfons
do preclude any argumentation from the revealed
Word of God : fo they prevent usalfo from {peak-
ing at prefent to the fecond part of the Téxt. “The
whole verfe hath apparently two propofitions; the
one denoting the Folly of Acheilm, The Fool hath [aid
it bis Eleart, There is no God: the fecond - declaring
the Corraption and Flagitionfuefs of Life that-natu-
rally attend it, They are corrupt, they have done abo-
minable works, there is none that doth good. Now this
latter part to a genuine Atheift s meére Fargon, as
they love to call it; an empty found of words
without any fignification. He allows no Natural
Morality, nor any other diftinction of Good and
Evil, Juft and Unjuft 5 than as Fluman Infticution
a5 e e d
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and the m'odes and fafhions of various Countrics
do denominate them, The moft Heroical Ations
or dctc[‘cablc Villanies are inthe nature of the thines
111d1fff:rent to his approbation ; if by fecrecy thé)\
are alike congeal’d from Rewards or Puniﬂlmcncz
from Igr}or.nmy or Applaufe. So that till we lmvé
prpvcd i its proper place the eternal and eflential
Difference between Vertue and Vice, we muft for-
bear to urge Atheifts with the Corruption and  Abom;-
lr;alalene{s lof r’llnf:ir Principles. But I prefume, the firft
art of the Text, the Folly and Sottifhnefs o '
( which fhall be che ﬁlbjc&yof this Dijfiou/rfcj;r fvtllifl{f
allowed to come home to their cafe; fince the
make fuch a noifie pretence to Wit and S:agaciry)f
and I believe feveral of them firft engage in that
:.I,lﬂayrmthﬁof Nonfflc;ncc and Folly out of an abfurd
repofterous affetati i ' -
_theirPNEighbours, tion of feeming Wifer than
~ But before I proceed any further, it will be ne-
ceﬂ'at)" to clear and vindicate this expreffion of the
Pfalmift, The Foolbath faid in his Heart, There is no
God, - For I know not any Interpreters, that will
allow it to be fpoken of fuch, asflatly deny the Being
of God; butof them that believing his Exiftence,
do yet feclude him from directing the Affairs of th(;
World, from oblferving and judging the Actions
of Men. I fuppofc they might be induced to this,

from
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-
Fom the commonly received notion of1 a? I\Elnn.mv;
Idea of God, imprin,tcd upon every Soul o banaa‘
their Creation, in Ch.nraéters that can nevcir be X
frced.  Whence it will follow, that Specu aulvc‘ :
theifin doth fubfift only in owr SPC(‘,L.IIQ.UO? i W~].'CIC§J.
really Human Nacure cannot be gudty o “CI:“.?; n;
that indeed a few fel}ﬁm.l. :md volg%cuo?sh ch ons
may for & feafon eclipfe this nauve ngdlt of the 'ffl) ‘r,
bue can never o wholly lmoth_er.ag Cmngu-]'](lj’f
bue chat at fome lucid intervals it w.rll rcfgc)lvc_x l(t; elf
acain, and {hincforth to thccon_vxé‘nonho tllcxr. ox;c
{Gience. And thercfore they bchcch,t atthe words
would. not admit of a fri& and .}rxgorgus interpre-
tation but oughtto be (jo temper d an1 accomn:{m
Jdated to the nature of:chings; asthaccmy}m?ly c{
feribe thofe profanc Pexfons 5 who th?ug} :1 ey @‘ 5.
ot nor camnot veally doubt in thewr I;.emg o ‘dlc' e\
-1 of God, yet do openly deny his b}.avhm}cc it
tlﬁ: courle of theirLives. Wow if this-be all that1s

ot, L w we can defend:
meant by the Text, I.do not fee ho

v the fitnefs and propricty, but the.very tr'uthv:
Ao onl the Honet As 1lt)o tll)mt tz’::tural and indelible:

(gnacure of God, which Fluman. Souls in their firft.

of the expreflion.

Originarc fuppofed to be ftamp’d with, T{hall {hew

at a fitter opportunity, that it is a..mi&akc, apd Pct']m'tl’
we have noneed of it in our Difputes again A

dicifim,  So that being frec from that pre;

udice, Lin-
terpret.

e Folly of Atbeifm.

terpree the words of the Text in the literal accepta-

tion, which will likewife take in the Expofitions of

others.  For I believe that the Royal Pfalmift in chis
comprehenfive brevity of fpeech, There is no God,
hath concluded all the various Forms of Impiety ;
whether of fuch as excludes the Deity from gover-
ning the World by his Providence, or judging it by
his Righteoufnefs, or creating it by his Wildom and
Power.  Becaule the confequence and refule of alf
thele Opinions is terminated in down-right Atheifm.,
For the Divine infpection into the Affairs of the
World doth neceflarily follow from the Nature and
Being of God.  And he that denies this, doth im.
plicitly deny his Exiftence: he may acknowledge
what he will with his mouth, but in bis beart he bath
Jfaid, There is no God. A God, therefore a Providence ;

was a general argument of vertuous men, and not
peculiar to the Stoicks alone.  And again, No Pro-
vidence, therefore no God 5 was the moft plaufible rea.
fon, and the moft frequent in the mouths of Achei-
ftical men.  So that it feems to be agreed on all
hands, that the Exiftence of God and his Govern-
ment of the World do mutually fuppofc and imply
one another.

There are fome Infidels among us, that not only
disbelieve the Chriftian Religion ; but impugn the
allercion of a Providence, ot the Inmortality of the

B Soul,



6 The Folly of deberfm.

" Soul, of an Univerfal Fudgment to come, and of a-
ny Incorporeal Effence : and yet to avoid the odious
name of Aheifts, would fhelter and sk.rccn tl1cm.
{elves under a new one of Deiffs, whichis not quite
(o obnoxious. Buc I think the Text hath cut them.
fhort, and precluded this fubtetfuge 5 in as ‘mnch as
it hath declared, that all fuch wicked Principles arc
coincident and all one in the iffuc with the rankeft
Atheifin : ‘The Fool, that doth exempt the Affairs of
the World from the ordination and difpofal of God,
bathy faid in bis beart, There is o ‘G'od at all. I was

soiios.the opinion of many of the Ancients, that Epicuras
sud Giee- jperoduced a Deity ittrohis P‘hllOfOPh)’, not becaufe
Fisarch. - he was perluaded of his Exiftence, (for when he had
" brought him upon the Stage of Nature, he made
him only Muta perfona, and interdicted ‘hm:lll from
bearing any Part in it,) but purely that he might not

incure the offence of the Government.  Wherefore

he was generally fufpected Verbis reliquiffe Denm, re
fuftuliffes to have framed on purpofe fuch a con-
temptible paultry Fypothefis about him, as indeed

left the Name and Title of God in the World; but

M os nothing of his Nature and Power. Jut as a Philo-
i fopher of our own Age gave 2 ludicrious and ficti-
tious notion about the Reft of the Earth, to evade
the hard cenfure and ufage, which Galileo had

lately met with. For my own part, a5 I.do not
ex-

The Folly of Atherfm.
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exclude this reafon from being a grand occafion of
Epicurus’s Deifm 5 o I believe that He and Democri.
tus too were compelled to it Jikewife by the neceffi
ty of their own Syftems.  For feeing they explain’d
the Phaenomena of Pifion, Duagination, and 7honght
it felf, by certain thin flecces of Atoms, that flow
inceflantly from the {urfaces of bodics, and by their
fubtiley and finenefs do pencerate any obftacle, and
yet retain the exaét figures and lineaments of the fe-
veral bodies from which they proceed; and in this
manner infinuating themfelves into the Eyes, and
the Contexture of the Soul, do there produce and
excite Senfation and Perception of themfelves : in
confequence therefore of this Fypothefis they were
obliged to maintain that we could have no Phan.
tafie, Idea or Conception of any thing, but what
did really fubfift cither intire or in its feveral parts.
Whence it followed, that mankind could bave no
imagination of Jupiter or Mars, of Minerva or Ifis;
if there were not actually fuch Beings in nature to
emit thofe Effluvia, which gliding into the Soul muft
beget fuch an imagination. And thence it was, that
thofe Philofophers adapted their defcription of the
Deity to the vulgar apprehenfions of thofe times ;
Gods and Goddefles innumerable, and all of hurman
figure: becaufe otherwife the conceptions of man.
kind about them could not poffibly be accounted

B 2 for
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The Folly of Atheifm.

for from their Phyfiology. So that if Epicurus and
Democritus were in earneft about their Philofophy,
they did neceflarily and really believe the Exiftence
of the Gods.  But as to the nature and authority of
them, they bereaved that Fupiter of his Thundcr
and Majefty, forbidding him to Jook or pecp a-
broad, fo much as to enquirc what News in theIn.
finite Space about him; but to content himfclf- and
be happy with an cternal lazinefs and dozing, }1nlefs
fome rambling Troops of Atoms upon the diffolu-
tion of 2 neighbouring World might chance to a-
wake him. Now becaufe no Ifraelite in the days of
the Pfalmift is likely to have been fo curious about
natural Knowledge, as to belicve the Being of God
for fuch a quaint and airy reafon as this, when he
had once boldly denied his Dominion over the
World 5 and feeing that there is not now one Infi-
del living, fo ridiculous as to pretend to folve the
Phanomena of Sight, Fancy or Cogitation by thofe
flecting fuperficial filmsof bodies : 1 muft beg leave
to think that the Fool in the Text was a thorough
confirmed Atheift 5 and that the modern difguifed
Deifts do only call themlelves fo for the former rea-
fon of Epicurus, to decline the publick odium and
refentment of the Magiftrate ; and do cover the moft
arrant Atheifm under the mask and fhadow of . a
Deity, by which. they underftand no more than

fome

The Folly of Atheifm:

fome eternal inanimate Matter, fome univerfal Na-
ture, and Soul of the World, void of all fenfe and
cogitation, endued with none at all, much lefs with
Infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs; and thercfore in.,
this prefent Dilcourfe they may defervedly come
under that Character which the Text hath given of.
them, of Fools that have faid in their Fearts, There is
no God.

And now having thus far cleared. our way s in.
the next place. we fhall offer fome notorious Proofs.
of the grofs Folly and ftupidicy of Acheits.

If a Perfon that had a fair Eftate in reverfion,.
which in all probability he would fpeedily be po-
fefs’d of, and of which he might reafonably promife.
to himfelf a long and happy Enjoyment, {hould.
be affured by fome skilfull Phyfician; chac in a
very fhort timehe would incvitably fall into a Dif-
eafe, that would fo totally deprive him of his Un.
derftanding and Memory, that he. {hould lofe the.
knowledge of all things without him, nay all confci-.
oufnefs and fence of his own Perfon and Being : I,
I fay, upon a certain belief of this indication, the
man fhould appear over-joyed at the News, and be
mightily tranfported with the difcovery and -expe-
&ation ; would not all that faw him be aftonifhed at.
fuch behaviour 2 Would they not be forward to con-
clude that the Diftemper had feized him already, and

j thac..

s
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T hat even then the miferable Creature was become
2 mere Fool and an Idiet 2 Now the Carriage of

our Atheifts or Deifts is infinitely more amazing

than this; no dotage loinfatuate, no phrenfie fo. ex-
travagant astheirs. They have been educated in a
Religion, that inftruéted them in the knowledge of

a Snpreme Being 5 2 Spirit moft 'exccllemly glorious,
fuperlatively Powerfull and Wile and Good, Crea-

tor of all things out of nothing ; That hath endued

the Sons of Men, his peculiar Favorites, witha Ra-

tional Spirit, and hath placed them as Spectators in

this noble Theatre of the World, to view and ap-

plaud thefe glorious Scenes of Earth and Heaven,

the workmanthip of his hands; That hath furmﬂwd

them in general with 2 fufficient ftore of all chings,

either neceffary or convenient for life ; and particu-

larly to fuch as fear and obey him, hath promi.

fed a fupply of all wants, 2 deliverance anc.i prote-
P3s9 Crion from dangers; That they that feek him, fha‘ll
want no manner of thing that is good: And befides his

Joh 3.16. munificence to them in this life 5 He foloved the world,
that e fent his Onely-begotten Son, the exprefs Image

of his Subftance, and Partaker of his eternal Nature

aTim. 1. and Glory, to bring Lifeand Immortality to light, .and
- to tender them to Mankind upon fair and gracious
Muear. Terms; That if they fubmiteed to his eafie yoke and
" light burthen, and obferved his Commandments whieh
are

Do Folly of Adheif

The Folly of Atbeifm. I
are wot grievous, He then gave them the promife of 1 Joh. 5.5,
eternal Salvation ; Hehad referved for them in Heaven Heb. 5.9,
an Inberitance incorrnptible, and undefiled, and that fa-vee v 4.
deth not aways He had prepared for them an unfpeak-
able,unconceivable Perfection of Joy and Blifs,things
that Eye bad not [cen, nor Ear heard, neither have entred i€or. 2. y.
into the beart of man.  What a delighfull and ravifh-
ing Eypothefis of Religion is this? And in this Reli-
gion they have had their Education. Now let us
fuppofe fome great Profeffor in Atheifm to fuggeft
to fome of thefe ; That all chisis a mere dream and
impofture ; that there is no fuch excellent Being, as
they fuppofe, that created and preferves them 5 tha
all about them is dark fenfelefs Matter, driven on
by the blind impulfes of Fatality and Fortune; that
men firft fprung up, like Mufhroms, out of the
mud and flime of the Earthy and thac all their
Thoughts, and the whole of what they call Soul,
are only various Action and Repercuffion of {mall

Particles of Matter, kepta-whilea moving by {ome
Mechanifm and Clock-work, which finally ccafes
and perifhes by death. If it be true then (as we daily
find it is) that they liften with complacency to thefe
horrid Suggeftions ; if they let go their hope of Ever-
lafting Life with willingnefs and joy; if they enter-
tain the Thoughts of final Perdition with exultation
and trinmph ; oughe they not to be efteer’d moft
: noto-
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s Fools, even deftitute of common (ence,
and abandon’d to 2 calloufnefs and numbnefs of
Soul? . L ‘

What then, is Heaven it (clf with its pleafures for
evermore to be pnrtcd with fo unconcernedly ? Is a

Crown of Rightvoufuefs, aCrown of Life, tobe furren-

dred with laughter? Is an exceeding and eternal weight

of Glory too light in the balance againﬂ: the hope-

efs death of the Atheift, and urter extinction? 'Tw}as
a noble faying of the Emperor Marcus, Th.?jt "e[ .
‘would not endure to live one day in the world, 1
‘he did not believe it to be under the government of

'Providence. ) :
fon corifuted and fatisfied by fome Epicurean of his

Let us but imagin that excellent Per-

time; that all was but Atoms, and Vacuuni, and Ne-
ceffity, and Chance. Would he have been fo pleafed
and delighted with the conviétion? would He have
fo triumpl’d in being overcome ? or rather, as .hc
hath told us, would he nor have gone down with
forrow and defpair to the grave? 'Dld I but once
{ee an Atheift lament and bewail h'nnfelf 5 That up-
on a frict and impartial examination he had found
to his coft, that all wasa miftake 3 that the Prero-
gative of Human Nattire was varp[hcd and_ gone ;
thofe glorious hopes of Immortality and Blifs, no-
thing but cheating Joys and pleafant Delufions; that
he had undone himfelf by lofing the comfortable

Error,
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Lrror, and would give all the World to have beteer
arguments for Religion : there would begreat hopes

of prevailing upon fuch an Acheift as chis.  But,

alas! there are none of them of this temper of mind ;

there are none that wuderftand and feck afier God j w2 of
they have no knowledge, nor any defire of inftruction; i
they thruft the Word of God from them, and judge them- “%*¥4
Jelves wmworthy of everlafting life 5 they willingly pre-

ferr Darknefs before Light; and obftinatcly choofe

to perifh for ever in the Grave, rather than be Heirs

of Salvation in the Refurre@ion of the Jult, Thefe
certainly are the Fools in the Text, indocil, intra&a-

ble Fools, whofe ftolidity can baffle all arguments,

and is proof againft Demonttration it felf; whofe ehil. 3.19.
end (as the words of St, Paul do truly deferibe them )

whofe end is deftruction, an eternal Deprivation of Be-

ing 3 whofe God is their belly, the gratification of fen-

fual Lufts; whofe Glory is in their fhame, in the deba-

fing and villainizing of Mankind to the condition

of Bealls ; whomind earthly things, who if (like that

great Apoftle) they were canght up to the third Hea. 2Cor.i2
ven, would (as the Spies did of Canaan') bring down 52 >
an.evil report of thofe Regions of Blifs. ~ And I fear,

unlefs it pleafe God by extraordinary methods toheip Mar. 5.24.
their wnbelicf, .and enlighten the eyes of their underfland- "™ """
ing ; they will carry their Atheifm with them to the

Pit, and the flames of Hell only muft convince them

of their Error, C This
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This fupine and inconfiderate behaviour of the ey e bieve e Promies ad Rewmnd

Atheifts is o extremely abfurd, that 1t would be of it.

Jeent’d incredible, 1f i did not occury to oUr daily But however let us fuppole them to have aded
Obforvation ; 1t proc':aix?ls aloud, that they arc not ‘ like rational and ferious Men: and perhaps upon a
fed aftray by their Reafoning, but led captive by ) diligent inquifition they have found, that the Hope
their Lufls to the denial of God. ’th’ﬂ the very ’ of Immortality defervesto be joyfully quitted, and

pleafuves of Paradife are contemn d “j‘d trampled that cither out of Tutereft ox Neceflity which is both.
on, like Pearls caft before Swine; therc’s fmall hope L. And firft, One may conceive indeed, how there
of reclaiming them by arguments of .Renfon. But ‘ might poflibly be a neceflity of quitting it. It mighe
however as Solomon advileth, we will anfwer thefe ‘, be tied to fuch Terms, as would render it impoffi-
Fools not according to their Folly, left we “!/‘3 be like un- ' bleever to be obtain'd.  For example, if it {hould be
vty f0 them.  Te is expedient that we put to filence g’“ ;3‘ N required of all the Candidates of Glory and Immor-
norance of thefe foolifh men, that Believers may be the , tality, to give a full and knowing Afent to fuch
moie confirmed and more refolute in the Faich. s things as are repugnant to common Senfe, as con-
Did Religion beftow Heaven without any terms . tradi@ the wowe) dhoey, the univerfal Notions and in-
or conditions indifferently upon all ; if the Crown of 5 dubitable maxims of Reafon; if they were to be-
Life was hereditary, and free to Good and Bad ; and ; lieve that One and the fame Thing may be and not be
not fettled by Covenant upon the Eleét of G(?d on- e atthe fame time and in the fame refpeét; If allowing
(irrana by, fuch as live [obff"l)’ and righteonfly and S"{‘H)’l”’hﬂ’“ r the received Idea’s and Denominations of Numbers
prefent World, T believe there would be no luch thing . and Figures and Body, they muft ferioufly affirm,
as an Infidel among us.  And without controverfic, N that Two and T'wo do make a Dozen, or that the
'tis the Way and Means of atcaining to Heaven, d}‘u i Diameter of a Circle is as long as the Circumfe-
makes profane Scorncts fo willingly let go thc.I:z{c- - rence, or that the fame Body may be all of itin diffant
pe@ation of it. *Tis not the ArthI?s of the Creed, : places at once, T muft confefs that the offexs of Hap-
but the Duty to God and their Neighbour, that is : pinefs upon firch Articles of Belicf as thefe, would
fuch an inconfiftent incredible chend. They will : be mere tantalizing of Rational Creatutes ; and the
not practile the Rules of Religion, and Ehcrctf];)cr; Kingdom of Heaven would become the Inhcrimnc?

M _’ C 2 o
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The Folly of Athetfm.

of only Idiots and Fools. For whilft a man of com-
mon Capacity doth think and rcﬂeép upon {uch Pro-
pofitions; he cannot poffibly bribe his Underftand-
ing to give a Verdic for their Truth,  So that he
would be quite fruftrated of the Hope of Rcward:,
upon fuch unpm&icable Conditions as thcfe.: nei-
ther could he have any evidence of the Reality of
the Promife, fuperiot to. what he js confcious to of
the Ealfity of the Means. Now if any Atheift can
(hew me in the Syftem of Chuiftian Religion any
fuch abfurdities and repugnancics to our natural Fa-
cultics 5 1 will cither evince them to be Interpolati-
ons and Corruptions of the Faith, or yicld my felfa
Captive and a Profclyte to his Infidelicy.

II. Or, 2dly, they may think ’tis the Tutereft of
Mankind, that there {hould be no Heaven at all ;
becaufe the Labour to acquire it is moxe worththan
the Purchafe: God Almighty (ifthere beone): ha-
ving much overvalued the Bleflingsof his Prefence:
So that upon a fair eftimation, ’tis a greateradvans
tage to take ond’s fwing in Senfuality, and have 2
glue of Voluptuoufnefs in this life, frcclly refigning
all pretences to future Happinefs, (which, when a
man is once extinguifl’d by Death, he cannot be
fuppofed cither to want ox defire). than to be tied
up by. Commandments and Rules fo thwart and

Ma.8.34.contrary,to Elefh and Blood ;. to. take up ow's rofs,

to.
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to deny himfelf, and refule the Satisfaction of Natu-
tal Defires.  This indeed is the true Language of
Atheifm, and the Caufe of it too. Were not this
at the bottom, no man in his wits could contemn
and ridicule the expectation of Immortality. Now
what power or influence can Religion have upon
the minds of thefe men; while not only their Af-
fe&tions and Lufts, buc their fuppofed Intereft {hall
plead againftic 2 But if we can once filence this pow-
erfull Advocate, we fhall without much difficulry;
carry the Caufe at the Bar of impartial Reafon,
Now here is a notorious inftance of the Folly of

~ Acheifls, that while they repudiate all Litle to-the

Kingdom of Heaven, merely for the prefent Plea-
furc of Body, and their boalted Tranquillity of
Minds befides the extreme madnefs in running fuch
a defperate Hazard after Death, (which I will not
now treat of ) they unwittingly deprive themlelves
here of that very Pleafure and Tranquillity they
feck for.  For I {hall now endeavour to fhew, Thag
Religion it felf gives us the greateft Delights and
Advantages even in this Life alfo, though there
fhould prove in the event to be no Refurre&ion to

another.  Eler ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all pqy5.1,.

her paths are. peace.
But before I begin that, I muft occurr to one
fpecious Objgétion both. againft this Propofition

\BY? and
C NT
s



The Tolly of Atheifin.

and the paft parc of my difcoutfe ; Namely, that
Religion doth perpecually haunt and difquiet us
with difimal apprehenlions of everlafting Burnings
in Hell ; and that there is no fhelter nor refuge from
thofz Tears, but behind the Principles of Atheifm.
(1.) Firft thercfore I will fiecly acknowledge to
the Atheifts ; that fome part of what hath been faid
isnot dite@ly conclufive againft them; if they fay,
that before they revolted from the Faith, they had
finned away all expecation of ever arriving at Hea-

ven : and confequently had good reafon {o joyfullyto

seceive the news of Annihilation by Death-as an-ad-
vantageous changefor the everlafting torments of the
Damn’d. . But becaufe 1 cannot exped, that they
will make fuch a fhamelefs and fenfelefs Conifeflion,
and fupply us with that invincible argument againfl
themfelves : T muft {ay again, that to preferx final
Extinction before a happy Immortality does declare

the moft deplorable ftupidity of mind. Nay al-

though they (hould confefs, that they belicved them.
felves to be Reprobates, before they disbelieved Re-
ligion ; and took Atheifm as a fanétuary and re-
fuge from the Terrors of Hell; yet ftill che imputa-
tion of Folly will Rick upon them: in as much as
they chofe Atheifm as an Opiate to flill thofe
frightening Apprehenfions, by inducing a dulnefs
and lethargy of mind; rather thanto make ufe} of

' , : that

A
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that a&ive and falutary medicine, a hearty Repen-

tance; that they did not know the Riches of the good-Rom. 2.

nefs and forbearance and long: fuffering of God, and that

a fincere Amendment of Life, was never toqg late

nor in vain; Jefus Chrift being the Saviour of all men, 1 Tim. 4.

and a propitiation for the Sins of the whole world : who 1 John .

came into theworld to fave finers, even the chief of them B,

all 5 and died for the ungodly, and bis bittereft enemics, o>
(2.) And fecondly, As to the Fears of Damnati- T

on; thofe Terrors are not to be charged upon Re-

ligion it felf, whichproceed cither from the Want of

Religion, or Supex(titious miftakes abour it.  For ag

an honeft and innocent Man doth know the punifh-

ments, which the Laws of his Country denounce

againft Felons and Murtherers and Traytors, with-

out being terrifi'd or concern’d at them: Soa Chri-

ftian in truthas well as in name,. though he believe:

the confuming Vengeance prepared for the difobedi-

ent and unbelievers, is not at all difmayed ac the ap-

prehenfions of it. Indeed it adds fpurrs, and gives

wings to his diligence, it excites him to work et bis prit. su1a:

Salvation with fear and trembling 5 = religious and in-

genuous fear, that is temper’d with hope and with

love and unfpeakable joy. But he knows, that if

he fears him who is able to deftroy both foul and body in Ma 1o.

Hell, he necds not fear that his own foul or body -

fhall ever go thither.. B

I allow
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Y allow that | rofligate
o i that fome debauched and profiig
'\\V:ccillxlec;, ot fome defigning perfidious I-Lypocr}?cs,
that are religious in outward profeffion, mut com(pltl
and abominable in their works, are moft jut z as YXIS :
as ufually liable to thefe horrours of m;n ] 13.
not my bufinels to defend or excufe fuc lhas‘t /e C-d’
1 mufl leave them, as longas they keep their ()im .
wefs and impenitent Flearts, 1o thofe gnawing mzl\[ ex-
cruciating‘Fears, thofe whips of the 'Dwglc “eme..
fis, that frequently fcourge even Athelﬁst t’:tflll ¢ ;/esf :
‘F(;r they alfo can never who}ly extmgmhl tr 1e :1:
horrible forboadings of anfcwnce. A thou Zn
occafions do awake the {leeping T'ormentors. : ny
flight Confideracion cither of themfelves, or o ;:ny
thing without; whatfoever they thn_*xkl on,ror what-
foever they look on; all do adminifter “%r;m ?ea.
. {fons for fufpicion and diffidence, }eﬁ pofil );l t]]'ey
Heb. 1. may be in the wrong ; aqd_then tis y‘cm fu ‘ t;zlng
o, fall into the hands of the living God : f/;e‘rc_’ a:]f t;f;y
in great fear, as ’tis in the yth, vetfe of this '[ﬂ,{?' \
1b. 10, under terrible prefages of judgment and fiery indig-
ha aation.  Neither can they fay, Tha thefe Terrors,
like Tales about Spectres, may difturb fome fmal}l
Pretenders and puny Novices, but dare notf ap,p]:qafc 1
the vere Adepti, the Mafters and Ra_bbles of At eé .
gie.pl- Tor "tiswell known both from ancient a}?d motenonf
o b Experience, that the very boldeft of them outhdr.

.._..._‘_
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their Debauches and Company,: when, they, chapge
to be furprized with Solitude or ‘Sicknefs, are the
moft {ufpicious and timorous and defpondent Wret-
ches in 5]8 world: and that. the boafted Happy A.
theift in' che Indolence of body, and an undifturbed
Calm and Serenity of mind, is altogether. as rare a
Creature, asthe Vir Sapiens was among the Stoicks
whom they  often met with in Idea and, Defcripti.
on,. in Harangues and jn Books, but frecly own’d

Néture.g . S e .

. And now a5, to the prefent advantages, which
we owe vgg,ﬂg_el{gian, they_are very confpicuous ;
‘whether 'we confider Mankind 0.y Separately, or
(2.) under Society and Govermment, . -
. 1. And fuf}, ina Single Capacity, How s a
good Chriftian animated and cheer’d by a ftedfaft
belief of the promifes of the Gofpel; of an cverlafting
enjoyment of perfeét Felicity, fuch as after. milli-
ons of millions of Ages is fill youthfull and flou-
rithing and inviting as at the firft? no wrinkles in
the face, no gray hairs on the head of Eccrnity ;
no end, no diminution, no fatiety of thofe delights.
What 2 warm and vigorous influence does a Reli-

gious Heart feel from a firm cxpetation of thefe

Gloties > Certainly this Hope alone is of ineftima:

~ble value; ’tis a kind of anticipation and pledge

D of

thae he'never had or was like to exift actually.in
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""""""" "t)fth’ofc ]oys’-,"andnﬂ‘léa{’c‘ gives him onc Heavin

1ipon Patth, though the other fhiould prove a Dé-

fufion. Now what are the mighty promifes of A-
theifm? Lct us. khow che ‘glotious Recomptnces ft
propbfeth; utrey Txvinétion and Ce{’fatio‘n.of Being;

to be reduced to the (ame condition, as if we ne-

ver had been born. O difitial reward of Infideli-

ty! at which Nature does fhtink And f{hiver’ 'wvjﬁl}
o e B Whar forme of dhe ¥ Lidsedelt Doctors
codhtic - gt the Jebs have cfteein'd e kot dieadfll
bt of afl Punifhment, and have affigned for tl:‘? por
159,9% ion of the blackett Ctiwiinals of the Dakni'd; fo
intexpreting Tophet, “Abaddon, the Vil %f ' ?léiggg(;fe';j,
and Sle Jike, 'for findl Exeifion aid Deprivation of
Being; this Atheifm exhibits to "us, »as"ar‘i"Eqm‘vo-

leat to Heaven, We all khow what hath been dil

puted anong Schoolmen to this cffed. Ar‘ld 'tis

prutacch. an obfervation’ of Plitrach, that the Géhéf_a11fy of
’g(j,z W nankind v 8 i, A5 well \"(/Ohjffl}.as_ M?"i
piled chofe rather to endure all the Punifhments of Hell,
wi . o deforibed by the Poets; than part with .thc HoBc
*f Immortality, though immortal only in mifery,
1 eafily grant, that this would be a very 'hayfl Bar.
gain; and that Nat to be at all, 15 morc ;lxglble,
than to be miferable always : our Saviour hlmfelf
,hqving'dctcrmin’d the queftions Wo to that man,
by whiw the Son of Man'is betrayed 5 good were it ]]’or
' ' that

- Mar 14.2
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that man, if be had never been born. - But however
thus much ic evidently fhews, That this defirc of
Exiftence is a natyral Affection of the Soul; ’tis
Self-prefervation in the highe(t and trueft meaning;
‘tjs-inggrwoven in the very. Frame “and Conftituti-
onyof Magh, . How. then can the Atheift reflec on
his own Fypothefis without extreme forrow and de-
jection of Spirit 2 Will he fay, that when once he
is'dead, this Defire will be ‘nothing 5 and that he
that js nqt, gannot lament his - Agnihilation 2 So
indeed it will he, according to his Principles. . But
notwithftanding, while he continues in Life (which
we now {peak of) (this dusky Scene of Horror, this
melancholy . Profpect of Final Rerdition will fre-
quently ogcyrr to his Fancy ; the fwesteft Enjoy-
ments of Life will often become ‘Hat and infipid,
will be damp’d and extinguifl'd, be bitter'd and
poifon’d by the malignant and venomous quality
of this Opinion.. ‘ .

Is it not more.comfortable to a Man, to think
well of himfelf, to have a highValue and Conceit of
the Dignity.of his Nature, to believe a noble Origi-

" nation of his Race, the Offfpring and Image of:the

great King of Glory: rather than that men firft pro-

ceeded, as'Vermin are thought to.do, by the fole
influence of che Sun out of Dirt and Putrefaction 2

Is it not a firmer foundation for Gontentment

' D2 . and
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B and Tl_ahnzlﬁl_ltﬂ);,_ t(; b‘e-li?‘(-:-:‘c‘"_'tliaé ""Aﬁ things were

at firft created, and are continually order’d and
difpofed for the Beft, and that principally for the
Benefic and Pleafure of Man; ‘than that the whole
Univerfe is mere bungling arid blurdéti ﬁf 'né Art
or Contrivance to be feen in't 5 nothip dffeéted for’
any plrpofe and defign; b alli (favouredly
cobled and jumbled together by the tifiguided agi-
tation and ‘ryde fhuffles of Matter » Lo
‘Can any'mm Wiih a 'be‘tters%?;iftiﬁﬁd&, af
flition; than the Friendfhip and vour of Omni-
potence, ‘of Infinite Wildom' ajtd Goddnefs ;' who
is both able, and* willing, and Kabwihow to fe:

vhil. 413 lieve him 2 S\L'iél‘ll a man ‘cm'i%ﬁ}h‘ll thing's" thiough

16 3.

Chrift that ﬂre:gtfébizetl; bim, he cin patiencly {uffer
all things with cheerfull {ubmifffori’ and  refignatiort
to the Divine Will. He has a fecrét Spring of fpi-
ritual Joy, and the continual Feaft of a good Con-
{cience within , that forbid him to be miferable:
But what a forlorn deftitute Creature is the Atheift
in Diftrefs 2 He hath no Friend in Extremity, bue
Poifon or a Dagger or & Halter or a Precipice. A
violent Death is the laft refuge ‘of the Epicureans, as
well as the Stoicks,  This, fays «Lucretins, is the di-
ftingpifhing . Character of a genuine Son of our
Sect, that he will not endure tolive in Exile and
Want and Difgrace, out of a vain fear of death ;

buc
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but difparch himfelf refolutely into the State of eter-

nal Sleep and Infenfibilicy.  And yet for all chis

{waggering, not one of a hundred hath boldnefs

enough to follow the Direction.  The bafe and de-

gencrous faying of onc of them is very well knowni; :

¥ That Life is always fweet, and he fhould ftill de. « pgo.

fire to prolong it; though after he had been maim’d- 3 :

and diftorted by the Rack, he fhould laftly be con. 2 1o,

demn’d to hang on a Gibbet, Freta
And then, as to the Pratical Rules and Dutics of by puts

Religion : as the Miracles of our Lord are peculi- “* e

arly eminent about the Lying Wonders of Deemons, in

that they were not made out of vain Oltentation of

Power, and to raife unprofitable Amazement; but

for the real Bencfic and Advantage of men, by feed-

ing theHungry, healing all forts of Difeafes, cject-

apud

'ing of Devils, and reviving the Dead: fo likewile

the Commands which he hath impofed on his Fol-
lowers are not like the abfurd Ceremonics of Pagan .
Idolatry, the frivolous Rites of their Initiations and

“Worfhip that might look like Incantation and Ma-

gick, but had no tendency in their Nature to make
Mankind the happier.  Our Saviour hath enjoyn’d
us a Reafonable Service ; accommodated to the rati- Romas.
onal part of our Nature. - All his Laws are inthem- '
{clves, abftradted from any Confideration of Recom-
pence, conducible tothe Temporal Intereft of them

. | e T e
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: th?{&)?c?vc them, For whatcan be mote availing

o man’s Health, or his Credit, or Lftate, of Secu-
tr(i)t;rL :1 achis World, than Charity and Meeknef(s{, tlmfip
Sobriety and Temperance, than .Honc&y and Dili-

ence in his Calling 2 Do not Pride and Arrogance
infallibly meet with Contempt? Do not Conltentx-
oufnefs and Cruelty. and Study gf Revenge fcldom
fail of Retaliation? Arenot Envious and Covetots,
Difcontented and Anxious minds tormentots o
themfelves?. Do not we fee, that Slothfull an.d In-
temperate and Incontinent perfons dpﬁro.y their Bo-
Jdies with difeafes their Reputations with difgrace,and

their Families with want? Are Adultery and Forni-

cation forbidden only by Mofes and Chrift? or _?lo
not Heathen Law-givers punith I"uch Enormities with
Fines, or Imprifonment; with Exile, or Death? " T'was
an objection of Fulianthe Apoftate; that there were
o new Precepts of Morality in our Religion : Thor
[balt ot kill Thon fhale not fieal, Thow [halt ot coves
thy ncighbour’s wife. Why all the World, fays he, is
agreed about thefe Commandments : and inevery
Country under Heaven, there are Laws and Penal-
ties made to enforce all the T'en, excepting only the
Sabbath and the Worfbip of fhrange Gods. We can an-
fwer bim another ways but he may ma-kg our Ipﬁ.
dels afhamed to complain of thofe Ordinances as
‘hard Impofitions, whichthe fenfe of gll Nations has

o ' thought

T L et
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thought to be reafonable: which not only the Phi-
lofophers of Greece and Italy and the ancient World 5

but the Banyans of Mbgnl, the Talapoins of Siam, the
Mandarins of China, the Moralifts of Pern and Mexi-

¢o, all the Wildom of Mankind have declared tobe
necelfary Duties.  Nay if the Acheifts would bur

live up to the Echicks of Epicrus himfelf, they would
make few or no Profelytes from the Chriftian Reli-
gion. None tevolt from the Faith for fuch things,

25 are thought peculiar to Chriftianity ; Not becaufe M5+
they muft love wrd pray for their envmies, but becaufe

they muft not poilon or ftab them : not becaufe
they muft not Iook wpon a Waman:to Inft after bery but ver.ss.
becanfe they are tnuch more reftrain'd from the Per-
pecration of their Lufts. If wanton glances and libi-
dinous thoughts had been permiteed by che Gofpel,
they would have apoftatized neverthelefs. This we

may conje@ture from what Plato and others have Psto d
. L .
told.us, that it was commonly dugotlete #Sevdy i, G ik vo.

Supai their immoderate Affe&tions and Lufls, that 5, p.

in the very times: of Paganifm induced men to be

Atheifts, It feems their impure and brutal Senfua.
lity wastoo much confined by the Religion of thofe
Countties, where even Penns and Bacehus had their.
Temples. Let riot therefore voluptuous Atheifts

lay all the fault of their Sins upon the Infirmity of

Humaa Nature ; nor plead that Flefh and Blood.
Catta-
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cannot refift thofe Temptations, which h_av_c'.-_all_
their force and prevalence fro'n? long Cuftom and
inveterated Habit. What enticement, what Plea..
{ure is there in common Profane Swearing 2 yet net-
ther the fear of God nox of the Law_w1,ll,pcr.fuade
men to leave it. *“Tis prevailing _Example t_hat‘
hath now made it fathionable, but it hath not a!-
ways been fo, nor will be hereafter. . So ,.oth,cr Epi-
demical Vices, they ate rife.and prgdommant only.
for a feafon, and muft not be afcribed to Human
Nature in the Lump. In fome-Countries Intem.
perance is a neceffary part of Convesfation 3 in o-
thers Sobriety isa Vertue uplverfal; without ?ny;‘c—
{pect to the Duties of Religion. Nor cant}l]ley .ayit. hat
this is only the difference of Climate; that mF ines
one Nation to Concupifcence and Senfual Pleafures;
another to Blood-thirftinefs and D'eﬁrc'of Revenge.
I would difcover great ignorance in Hiftory, not to
know that in all Climates a whiole People has been

over-run with fome recently invented or newly im-

i i i ir Grandfathers ne-
wed kind of Vice, which their Grand

5::): lfnew. In the late’ﬁ accounts of the Country of
Guiana. we are told that the cating of Human Flcﬂ_1
is the beloved pleafure of thofe Savages : two Nati-

ons of them by mutual devouring are reduced to -

two handfulls of men. When the Gofpél‘ of our Si-
viour was preached to them, they tccc;vt?d it with

gladf
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gladne(s of heart; they could be brought to forgo
Plurality of Wives; though that be the main impe-
diment to the converlion of the Eaft-Indics. Butthe
great Stumbling-block with thefe dmericans, and the
only Rock of Offence was the forbidding them to
eat their Enemies: That irrefiftible Tempration made
them quickly to revolt and relapfe into cheir Infide-
lity.  What, muft we impute this to the tempera-
ture of the Air, to the nature of the Soil, to the in-
fluence of the Stars? Are thefe Barbarians of Man-
-eating Conflitutions, that they fo hanker after chis
Diet, which we cannot imagin without horror? Is
not the fame thing practifed in other parts of that
Continent? Was it not fo of Ewrope of old, and is
it not now fo in Africa? If an Eleventh Command-
ment had been given, Thou fhalt not eat Human flefh 5
would not thefe Canibals have efteem’d it more dif-
ficult than all the Ten? And would not they have
really had as much reafon as our Acheifts, to plead
the power of the Temptation, and the propenfity
of Flefh and Blood? how impudent arc they then,
that craduce the cafic and gracious Conditions of
the Gofpel for Unreafonable and Tyrannical Iapo-
fitions > Are not God’s ways equal? O ye Children of
Deftruction, and are net your ways anequal ?
IL Secondly and laftly, As to the benign Influ-
ence of Religion upon Communities and Govcmm?ns,
L habe
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habemns confitentes Reos 5 tis fo apparent and un-
ueltionable, that 'tis one of the wife Objections of
the Acheift, That ic firft was contrived and introduced
by Politians to bring the wild and ftragling Herds
of Mankind under Subjetion and Laws.  Out of
thy own month [balt thou be jrgded, _t/)ou wicked fervant.
Thou fay’ft thar the wile Inftitucors of Govern-

ment, Souls clevated above the ordinary pitch of

men, thought Religion neceffary to Civil Obedience.
Why then doft thou endeavour to undermine this

foundation, to undo this Cement of Sociery, and to-

reduce all once again to thy. imaginary State of Na-
ture and Original Confufion?” No Community

ever wasor can be begun or maintain’d, but upon.

the Bafis of Religion. What Government can beima-
gin’d withoue Judicial Proceedings 2 and what me-

thods of Judicature without a Religious Oath ; which-

implies and fuppofes an Omifcienc Being, as con-
{cious to its falthood or truth, and a revenger of
Perjury 2 So that the very nature of an Oath (and

therefore of Society alfo) is fubverted by the Aheift;

who Profcﬂéth to acknowledge nothing {uperiour

to himfelf, no omniprelent obferver of the a&tions of .

el
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uncontrouiable Power and che formidable Name of
Leviathar might fHarcer and bribe the Government
10to a toleration of Infidelity. "We need have no recourle
to notion and fuppofition; we have fad experience
and convincing example before us, what a rare Con-
ftitution of Government may be had ina whole Na-
tion of Athcifts. The Natives of Newfoundland and pelac.

New France in America, as they are faid to live with. ‘" *"

out any fenfe of Religion, [o they are known to be s i’
deflituce of its advanrages and bleflings ; without a- i
ny Law or form of Community 5 without any Li. 2% & 93
terature or Sciences or Arts; no Towns, no fixed
Habitations, no Agriculture, no Navigation. And

‘tis entirely owing to the power of Religion, that the
whole World is not at this time as barbarous asthey.

And yet I ought not to have called thefe miferable
Wretches  Nation of dtheifts. They cannot be faid

to be of the Athcift’s opinion ; becaufe they have no
opinion at all in the matter: They do not fay in

their hearts, Thereis no God; for they never once de-
liberated, if there was one or no. They no more

deny the Exiftence of a Deity 5 than they deny the

Antipodes, the Copernican Syftem, or the Satellites Fozis:

Leviath,

i o-men. Foran ¥ Acheift to compole a Syffem of Po-
b '); . . . . . bl

gf};;{’;}- liticks is as abfurd and ridiculous, as Epicnrus’s Ser-

&% mons were about + Sanétity and Religions Worfbip.

advofis Tue chere was hope, that the Doctrine of abfolute:

about which they have had no notion nor concep-
tion at all. "Tis the Ignorance of thofe poor Crea-
tures, and nottheir Jupiety: their Ignorance as much
© o be pitied, as the Impiery of the theifts is to be
uncon: ' ’ L2 detefted
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detcfted and punifh’d.  “Tis of mighty importance
to the Government, to put fome timely ftop to the
fpreading Contagion.of this Pefhilence that walketh- by
day, that dares to difperfe its cufed feeds and prin-
ciples in the face of theSun.  The Fool in the "Lexe
had only faid inbis beart, There isno God : he had noo
{poken it aloud, nor openly. blafphem’d in places ofi
publick refore. There’s too much reafon to fear, that
fome of all orders of men, even Magiftracy it elf;.
have taken the Infection: a thing of dreadfull con-.
plutarch. fequence and moft imminent danger,  Epicurus was
A3 G- ) ) )
Ao i ot little wifex than ordinary, when he fo earneftly
Luer. &% 5 dyifed his Difciples againft medling in publick afe
fairs ; He knew the nature and tendency ofhis own
Philofophy.; that it would foon become fufpected:
and odious to a Government, if ever Atheifts were
employed in places of Txuft. Buc becayfe Ke had
madc one great Rule fuperior to all, That ¢very man’s.
only Good was pleafure of Body and contentment of Mind s
hence it was, that men of- ambitions and turbulent
Spitits, that were dilfacisficd and uneafie with Priva-.

cy and Retirement, were allowed by . his own Prin-.

ciple to engage in matters of State. And there they

generally met with thae fortune,. which their Maltex-
plutarch. forefaw. Several. Cities of Greecs that. had made ex-:
YO ¥JY . . .
sqlos Giv. periment of them in Publick Concerns, drove them.
Cic. &, -

out, as. Incendiaries and Pefts of Commonweals,,

by,

b i
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by fevere Ldiéts and Proclamations. Atheifm is by

no means tolerable in the moft private condition :

but if it afpire to authority and power; if it acquire

the Command of an Aumy or a Navy ; if it get up-

on the Bench or into the Semate, oron a Throne:
w}mt then can be expeéted, but the bafeft Cowar-

filfe and Treachery, but the fouleft prevarication.

in Juftice, but betraying and felling the Rights

and Libertics of a. People, but arbitrary Govern-
ment and tyrannical Oppreflion 2 Nay if Atheilin-
were once, as I may fay, the National Religion 5

it would make. its own Followers the moft-mifera-

ble of men ; it would be the Kingdom of Satan di-
vided againft it felf; and the Land would be foon
Bronght to defolation. Jofephus, that knew them, Jofephus=
hath infori’d us, that the Sadducecs, thofe Epicure- filis
ans among the Jews, were not only rough and cruel#* i3
to men of a different Sect from.their own s but per-
fidious and inhuman one towards another.  Thisis

the genuine {pirit and thenatural produét of Atheifm. .
N(_) man, that adheres.to that narrow and felfith
Principle, can ever be Juft or Generous.or Grate-

full ; * unlefs he be fometime overcome by Good-* s

nature and a happy Conflicution... No Acheift, as 25 0

2018 Enters

fuch, can be a crue Friend, an affeGionate Relationy iy, 70,
or a loyal Subjeét. The appearance. and fhew of 7 bamita

te winca=

mutval Amity among, them,. is wholly owing to p.cie 4
ot e . 6 10 20
the.
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detefted and puniflyd. *T'is of mighty importance
to the Goverament, to put fome timely ftop to the
{preading Contagion-of this Peftilence that walketh by
day, that dares to difperfe its curled fceds and prin-
ciples in the facc of theSun.  The Fool in the Texc
had only faid inbis beart, There is no God: he had not
fpoken it aloud, nor openly. blafphem’d in places ofs
publick refort. Thete’s too much reafon to fear, that.
{ome of all orders of men, even Magiftracy it {elf;.
have taken the Infe@tion: a thing of dreadfull con-.
platarch. {equence and moft imminent danger,  Epicurss was
Adde i . . .
adss b oo o little wifex than ordinary, when he fo carneftly
Luer. &% 5dvifed his Difciples againft medling in publick af=.
fairs ; He knew the nature and tendency of his own
Philofophy.; that it would foon become fufpected-
and odious to a Government, if ever Atheifts were
employed in places of Tyuft. But becaufe ke had
made one great Rule fuperior to all, That every man’s.
anly Good was pleafure of Body and contentment of Mind;
hence it was that men of: ambitions and turbulent:
Spitits, that. were difatisficd and uneafie with Priva..
cy and Retirement, were allowed by. his own Prin-.
ciple to. engage in matters of State. And there they

generally met with that fortune,. which their Mafter:

Plucarch. - forefaw. Sevesal Cities of Greecs that, had made ex-:
On ¥JY . . .
Sgtes Giv. periment of them in Publick Concerns, drove them.

Flic. &r. :
8% oue s, Incendiatics apd Pefts of. Commonweals,.

by
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by fevere Edicts and Proclamations. Athcifm is by

no means tolerable in the moft private condition :

bu if it afpire to authority and power; if it acquire

the Command of an Aumy or a Navy j if it get up-

on the Bench or into the Semate, oron a Throne:
what then can be expeéted, buc the bafet Cowat-

flifc and Treachery, but the fouleft prevarication.

in Juftice, bue betraying and felling the Righs
and Liberties of- a. People, but arbitrary Govera-
ment and tyrannical Oppreflion 2 Nay if Atheifin-
werc once, as I may fay, the National Religion ;

it wonld make. its own Followers the moft- mifera-

ble of men ; it would be the Kingdom of Satan di-
vided againft it felf; and the Land would be foon
brought to defolacion.  Jofephus, that knew them, Jofephus<
hath inform’d us, that the Sadducees, thofe Epicure- i
ans among the Jews, were not only roughand crucl "> {35
to men of a different Sec from their own ; but pet-
fidious and inhuman one towards-another.  Thisis:

the genuine fpiric and the.natural product of Atheifm. .

No man, that adheres.to that narrow and {elfilh
Principle, can ever be Juft or Generous or Grate-

full ; * unlefs he be fometime overcome by Good-* s

nature and a happy, Conftitution. . No Adheift, as PEeg
non £nters

fiich, can be a true Friend, an affectionate Relation; (i, .
or a loyal Subje&. The appeatance . and fhew of 7« bonisa-

te vincn~

mutual Amity among, them,. is wholly owing g0 tr.Cic.de:

Offic. 1. 2
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e fmalincs of their number, and to the obligati-

ons of a Faction.  “Tis like the Friend(hip of Pick-

ockets and High-way Men, that are faid to oblerve
{lrick Juftice among themfelves, and never to de-
fraud a Comrade of his{hare of the Booty, But if
we could imagin a whole Nation to be Cut-purfes
and Robbers; would there then be kepe that fquare.
dealing and equity in fuch a monftrous den of Thicves?
And if Atheifm {hould be fuppofed to become uni-
verfal in this Nation ( which feems to be defign’d
and endeavourd, though we know the gates of
el fhall not be able to prevail ) farewell all Ties
of Friendfhip and Principles of Honour; all Love
for our Country and Loyalty to our Prince; nay,
farewell all Government and Society it felf, all Pro-
feffions and Arts, and Conveniencies of Life, all that
is laudable or valuablein the World.

And now having in the firft place explained the
Wordsof the Text, and fecondly detected the mere
Deifts of our Age to be no better than difguifed -
theifts (feeing they have now no pretence to the De-
il of Epicurus ;) and afterwards having fhown, tl?at
willingly to entertain the Eypothefis of Atheifm (which

Deut. 30. 1 literally o choofe Death and Evil, before Life and
P 3.10.Good, and to love Darknefs rather than Light ) is the

moft abfurd and inconfiderate Folly ; and that
there is nothing to excufe fo filly a Choice: Nor

N e e e et b s 8 oL
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any Neceffity of it; for Religion doth not impofe
any Aurticles of Faith that are repugnant to our Fa-
culties, and incredible to Natural Reafon: Not
Intereft 5 becaufe Religion it felf is even in chis Pre-
fent Life the trueft and beft Intereft as well of every
fingle Perfon ( for a Chriftian’s Belief is the moft
comfortable, and his Hope the moft glorious of all
Men’s, and the Practical Duties he is obliged to,
are in themfelves agrecable to his Nature, and con.
ducible to his Temporal Happinefs ) as of Com-
munities and Governments ; becaufe Religion is not
only ufcfull to Civil Society, but fundamentally
neceflary to its very Birth and Conftitution : Ha-
ving, I fay, competently proved thefe Particulars,
as far as the ufual brevity of fuch Difcourfes will
allow ; Ifhall conclude all with one fhort Reflecti-
on, That if dtheifm or modern Deifm be evinced
to be Folly, how greac muft thac Folly be? It muft
not be bare Folly, but Maduefs and Diftration.
Nor do we need to recurr to the Stoical Paradox,
That all Fools are mad 5 Nor to that Saying of onc
of their own Party, who (not out of Derifion,
as fome would have i, but out of Complement to
the Publick ) call’d it Iufanientem [apientian, the Mad
Philofophy of Atheifm: Tor fo fottifhly to lofe
the pureft Pleafures and Comforts of this World,
and forego the Expedtation of Immortality in an-

; the MmOt othor
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other ; and fodefperatcly to run the Risk of dwelling
with everlafting Burnings, it plainly difcovers it felf
to be what itis; itis manifeftly the. moft pernicious

Folly and deplorable Madnefs in the World.

My the Father of Mercies and God of Infinite Wif-
Jom reduce the Yoolith from their Errors, and make
them wife unto Salvation.; Confirm the Sceptical and
swavering Minds, and Jo prevent Us,  that ftand faft, in
all owr doings, and ! vther us with bis continual belp,
that we may not be of them that draw back unte
Perdition, but of them that believe to the faving
.of the Soul.  Amen.

FINIS




