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Tothe READER;

Reader,

Have many Reafons tothink , that this

Treatife will find a common eftimation

and acceptance with Men who mind

the Intereft of their Souls, and ufe to
look, Heaven-ward_for a Remedy of their
Troubles : Efpecially gmm 1. 7 ke common
Neceffity of the Subjett: 2. The Sitable and
skilful manner of handling it: .

1. No Man Loveth Sufferings i Tet no
man can efcape them s And they that cannot
attainthesy firlt defives ( of efcaping them)
do Naturally nexs defive alleviation, abbrevi-
ation, and due Remedies. If this Book of Re-
medies fhould be as common as the Maladies,
every Family, every Per(on would have one.
For,1. Whilft man is Mortal. And2.While
Saints are smperfect andfo full of fin. 3.And
whilft they live in [uch a World as this, be that
looketh to be free from Stﬁferifzg,r, iay ad
wifely look_to hiave day withons Nighe , and

A2 Sioti-




Tothe Réadcr.

Sammer withone Wintcr, and tolbe free {rom
the incommodsties.of the Air be breatizeib 1n,
or the mutations or motions of the Wind.

Voo P @

* T Jobsoey

Though forrow fpring not from the womb
of Eaith, ' BN R

Nor Troubles from the Duft derive their
Birth

’Y'(;tAMgn is Born to numerous miferies.

{&saﬂ)‘(:n:g fparks from trcmb'l_ing_ flames

- .

L
HEE

o '70;’} 14 1,2,
Al']d! Few, and 'full of .forrow, are the
_days |
Of Man from Woman fpiung , his Life
decays, ..
Like that frail flower which with the Suns
Cuprife, o
I-?g:bu_d unfolds, and with the Evening
fes. ' ‘
‘He like an'empty-thadow glides away,
Aund all his Life is buta Wintcrs day.

' Sﬂm’]r. '

Sitice fin beeame Natural to us,that isthe un-
lofppy,unnatUr:}!,accidcnta! corruption of aur
Nature,Suflering and Mortality are Natural

. t00|

‘To the Reader.

top. Deatly 12 she Wares of fin « we have eaten,
and wz UL we Wit necds bave the for-
biddeay cafvre, and we thall bave the un-
willed pain. We bave walked contrary to God,
aid be syill walk contr:y 10 ns. We bave found.
ont may waysof [inning, and be furc our fin
will find ent us. For all the Redemption
wronoht by Chrift, till wé bave aone with [,
fin will not have donge with ws : Till we bave.
done Otfending Cod, God will not have done
offeuding us : While we difpieafe bim, e wil
difpleafe ws. As [in dwelleth ob fbnately in onr.
Souls, [orrows fhall dwell in our Flejh and
Bones.  As we lye down, and rafe, andwalk,
in fin, we (hall lye down, andrife, and walk,
i forvowsy ( unlefs frupidity ve preparing us
‘or greater fowrow : ) And as the voots of fim
main in the moft Mortified, [odothe [prizg-.
S roots of renewed Sufferinss and Grief.
i+ cvery faculty is the feat of [in ; and every
Aferbe®the Infbrumoent to execute it, fo every
faculty is the featof forrow, and ewery pire,
from Head to Foor, s [bill prepared to [nffer
pain, And as lony- as there are Creatires
about us which we bave ever loved, or anj way
b fin abufed, there wiil not want Mcffengers
of God's difpleafure, wor- Diftruinems of onr
woes They are nat curfed for themfelves,nar
to.shemiclves, bur for us, andto vs. ds

A3 et
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~ TotheReader.

of God, and through him, and tohim,

are all things which are good; fo of us,and
through us, and to usare all things that are

sl If we can make God’s Creatures which -

are good, to ferve our Luffs in difpleafing
God He can makg them to ferve and pleafe
bis wife and righteous will, in Afflitting and
difpleafing ns. And as the Contiguity of Srow
and Ice increafe the cold, many flicks or coals
do magnific the bear or flame of Fire; fo fin-
ners and Sufferers do by their numbers and
converfe sncreafe their woe. Thoush onr Soe
cieties be neceffiry to aur good, they are lske
our Natures, corrupted and made the Sear of
marnified Evils.  And as the Members of
toe Body fuffer not alone, but the conjunit
parts muft have the painof their.proximity, fo
€V n the more §nnocent ( much more yot fin-
ners ) muft bear their pare in the forvows of
the Societics, in which they live. God indeed
¢nftituted Societies for our benefir,bue fi-f
and [in %ave made them proportionably the
poulsspliers of oyr sroubles, when we think_of
the helpful good 4n others,we fuy, woe to him
that is alone : And neceffity driveth us into
Families, Cities, and Common-wealths;
but prefently (in filleth our Chambers with the
Jmoak of Croffes, Contentions, ar Confufion ,
and turneth otr dwellings inta Fonfesof Cor-

retion,

To the Reader.

reltion,and our publick Societies into Bedlams
or turalenons crowds, or into Ordered com~
binations of Foxes and malicions Foes, and
then we cryone, Woe is me that 1 fojourn
in 4sefheck ,and that [ Inhabit in the Tents
of Kedar; tay Soul hath too long dwelt
amorg the haters of Peace; I am for peage,
but they for War, Pfal. 120.5,6. The fins
of Socicties and multisudes are grear Sins:
And tbs [ufferings of Societies and Mul-.
titudes ave grest Sufferings. And though

" #r woald be fome eafe, Socios habu-

if: duloris. 0 bave Companions in eur
[orrows, when they are free themfelves, or fie.
to help us; yetit 16 but an sncreafe of onr Caa
Lanssty to (45 awon? amultitude of Suffers.
ers: Their groanswill pierce our hearts the
deeper , and Love wiil make all their [ufferw
ingstobeours: Andtheir own Calamity will
difpofe them tn 4lit us mere, and, indifpofe
them torelieve us, It is fome benefit tolye fick,
among our Frieuds, that are themfelves well
and veadytohelp us: It doth us fome govdta.
fee that they have eafe while we bave pain
But ta lye fick_in & Honfe.where the Plague
bath confined every one to bis own Colbh, and
to have our Houfes to be worfe than Fofpitalsy™ -
and none left well to help the reft, this is no.
eafe 1o any, bag a devilifh difpofision , that
A 4 won




TotheRedder
wonlid v be miforable dirie.  Ahis I we ave
none:of: us igaorant.aline, errorcous aiome
hard.-hearted algne,, unbelieving glone, fclf.
concgited, felf wijled, felf-fecking. alone
praud alone; 1icevith, pathonate, and dif-,
cdnteited alone 5. we are all' fuch in [ame de.
&Grégy and fome,; yoa, melritude:, yea, almost
allin Jo greas wimd.odivus & degree, as tenderh

grealy to the temp:ation, amd vexarion of the

réfb Seneca. conld, fuy, Qid .ulcus levite
tangam 2 Omnes mali fumus, Why fhould

L.dightly rouch the Wlcer? Weé are all.

naught. Jn plain teuth , thofe thar complain
miofby and fly fuftaft from others. s noypﬁme‘
Sitivers, bave nop abwayes the leaft dangerens
o deafl: noyfome. fores. " And even thofe thar
osme-about us as owr Friends or S urgeons, or.

Bhyfitsans to belp us, and think_them/(elves to.

bg -;{Zgnbﬂ. well; do often more deeply Infett us
l,gﬂt.h \their contagion, or at bef? aunoy us with,
hﬁ’ JStink, 0f their Putrifultion. ...

. ‘udnd as it i5 not, the Body of Adan alone,'

but principally the Soul which is the feat of
finsfo is it nor Civil Societics alone, but Relr.
giousGhurch-Societies alfo,that are efpecial-
lithe (e of Sorrow. Alas ! the Ignorance,
rpé.Béor, .the Obftinacy thar feequently are.

Publifbgdsn [uch Socieries. Alas! how many

of thens are b the Gongresaring of the prond,
SRR - the

Toshe'Realder.’

the felfifh e cruel,the pesverfe; the world+
ly, the unbelicving , the fenfual, the con-
temners of God: As of they conld not offeind
bins enough alone, unlefs they joyued in.mulsis
tudes to. provoke him, and A|fembled againit
him, as. Covah and bis Company did againft:
Mofes and Aaron, when they cryed out, thas
All the Congregaticn was, Holy 2 . What

wonder then if our Aflernblics are places of
Confufion and Complainings.. _And if onr
grearcft forrows, anddifappiinsments and la-

mentations be there or thences and if our

Church-gricts be deeper than our Family or.
Civil SuFeringsy, whilft lgn. rauce with
proud ielf-conceiteduers maketh us all wife
while few are wife andall good, whilft mofk
are bad, andall inthe rig‘ht, winlft few are
of ourmind ar way, (andthe Kom: boafh
af Univerfality, proceedeth but foom the
greater Vitkory and predomirancy of Ecvor)
whilft Love, and Peace, and Order are gont
ome, and -Malice, and Cortention | and,
Confuficn are Affembled, and keep the pla-
ces 5 vakilfk lgnorance teacheris the Peonle
Knowledge, and Priae gets up to Precch
Humility, and Pafiion, and Divicirg Prms
ciples, and Interefls wuft-be the Preachers.
of Unity, and Peace, and Senfuality mufh
Preach up Temperance,  and Sobricty, .anh
' Goi-
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Godlinefs muft be propagated by them thas
hateit. What wonder if we have too man
Churches, and too few ? _And Paficr againft
Paftor, and Churches againft Chuyches, ma.-
king a Relsgion: War among us, if the cries
or the Blood of Souls, and the Confufions and
Defolatiuns which we bave feen, do tell s the
difference beiween  Ecclefiafical War and
Peace. And if it be the mark of the Juft, to
be furrowful for the Solemn Affemblies
andto begr their xeproach 45 4 heavy burden,
Eph. 3.18, Andif any Congregation chnf;
the Bryar for their King, and put their truft
¢ ts (hadow, it is no wonder if it rent them
or if fire come out from the Bramble and de.
YoKr them, Judg.o. 15.
And it és noe Godlinefs thae will exempt
#s fromthe need of Patience. Oar Godlinefs
goeth not before opr fin, and thersfore dorh
yior prevent oyr Sujjering, but only Sancii-
fie st to our Spiritual good : And SanQified
Sufferings are not imaginary, bur real Suf-
ferings; and our Patience is pare of the fruie
of their Sanitification, And Holy Perfons
are Holy but in part, and therefore have fiill
bath the Efficient caufe of Zormw: in them-
Jelves, and the Difeales which call for thefe
wnpleafant Remedses. And Chriff will give
Phyfick to his Children in his Family when
be

To the Reader.

be troubleth uot frangers with it who are ont
of daors. If our Unaerftandings only were
Difeafed,Inftrution only mighe do the cnre:
Buz whilft our \Vills are the principal feat of
fins. and [omuch Pride , and Senfuality’
and Worldlinefs, apd Ungodlinefs remasin-
eth at our Hearts, CorreCiion muft make
Inftruction profizable, and muft open the doey
that Counfel n ay come in, ¥l Q4y 12,13,
14,15. Biefled is the Man whom thou.
Chaftifeft, O Lord, and teaheft him out
of thy Law, that thoumaift give him reft
from the days of Adverfity, uatill the Pit
be digged for the Wicked ; For the Lord
will not caft off his People, neither will he
forfake his Inheritance : But Judgment °
thall retvrn unto Righteoufnefs, and all the
upright in heart fhal! follow it. The Book
will not [erve without the Rod, with fuch as
we. O [afe Afliction! O dangerous Profpe-
rity! How few are not fomewhar better for
the «ne, and bow few are not not pruch worfe
for the athier 2 If ever webe wilc it us when
Aflittion undeceiverh us , and the [entences
of Death doth proneunce the great Navies of
God; and Glory, gnd Etcrnity folond in
our Ears, that we bear not them that talk of
Vanity and Pleafure, Profit end Horour ,
gr Reputation, become no Namcs rg xs, but

‘ i%-




To'the Reader.

Snfignificant j?mnd: And ﬁtre/)' the Holy
“Seed; who are ‘Born after the 8 pirie, and
hmae their rt(‘&fhl’(b,’ their Fleavis , and
their Couverfations i H(ifuu fhall ﬁz/re
bythem that are Boryy fier t' - r‘h ‘th, and
- Bavetheir Treafures, their 1° vrs, and their
‘Converfationson Emft!a a; lamr asthe War
between the Seed ot the Wo:m v and of the
Serpent mift continue, and as lowiz as the
Canauires are the firfl Born of Adum, and
:lang asthe World will hare tho[e that are

70t of the World, bus are called out of it ,
mad do renounce it, ‘and are not ronﬁ;z‘m"d
to 1t, John 15518 ,19. 33. Rom. 12. 2.
it Chn{t was of the World, or his Kinga
doin of it; Jf the World did nor ufe hin
with unrwhteom Cme/t;', bus with deferved
Hononr.” An. A if the World and God be re-
conciled, and the Love of the World s not
Enmityto God, and the Father, and the.
World .y both be Loved, ther may Believ-
ersexpeit Pro[perzfy, and need not look for.
Sﬂﬂ"enm days. Bat'sf all this bé contr ArY
( Jobn 8. 23. ¢ 18. 36 Tames 4. 4,
1 fobn 2. 15. ) Then neuft we look ta be cha-
ftened of the Lord, that we xmy nat be
condemned with r;c World, 1 Cor. 11;
2. and wuft not marvel if the world
hggc us,I 7obiz 3. 13. For the world kuow-
’ eth

To thc; Rcader.

eth us not, bccau(c it kncw nat Chrift,
1 J0m3., 1. Vf the Love. of " the world ﬁc
tbe duyfmng Jia, whqch k{’ﬁpt’th #s fré;h' ‘t
Beatifying Love ofs God, &é fure that Qod
will notggherifh it in hu 0V, 107, lé.z'u it # i
cired through a ford over-tmdermﬁ af omi
Flefh. _And while ]‘gnowncc, S\.nfuaht}?
and Milice ‘are the' Charattirs of Sa\mn\.s ’
Chugreh “there s are miilions s of Thoughts'n’uz
T onﬂueJ,wzd Hands 70 be i engaged anda&e
by them againf? the I('zngdom and Seruants o)
the Lotd. ~ Can' we dwell in the fire zmd 7o}
be bwrnt?  Are the Godly thivough tbm“ }“e'f
maining | pajﬁom and mﬁrmme: fo. grmt afs
flittions of ‘one another, a hm)e the merej&
Friends their tvoubling fmttt], unﬁut@bj
nefs and crafmej} to each other ? and’
we,_look' for greater pmce from the ungad& ?
or that 1he ‘Childyen of rhe Father ‘of | Zles\
arid Murders fhould bemere bind o7 juft to'iss
than . the Children of G+ J ?Or. tlmt’t‘bs

’

T Me Slfeeﬁ,

Wolves (hould be more nie;

. TS
and viore comforeable iigancozsy thiar dhey
are to ope another & [ics m’e warefore; ibﬂ

while Man is Man, 1\' S
and iyet imperf(&t, wi.s
World, malisions, 4

and whzleﬂ' we wuft o
no Family, no Charch. »

are S mﬁf.é;
vuor/d 5 thc




To the Reader.

eular Relations, no Hnsbandg no Wife, o
Parents, sia Children, no Mafters, no Ser-
wants, no Paflor, sso Peopley no Prince, no
Subjest, [hall be free from (ufferings; but
efpecially thofe, whofe endlefs Sufferifgs maf?
be now prevented.

But if they tanzot be avoided; tan they
#ag be made light, and wholefome, and our
benefit 2 Yes undoubtedly they may, and will
be, if we abu'e not our Adverfity, when we
have abufed osir Profperity. Asd Patience
ene of the alleviatin.g means. True Mortifi-
cation makes nothing of the tempting plea-
[fure 5 and Patience makes nothing of the
lofs, or pain. A railing tongue may give s
the moft provoking language ; and areproach-
fui Pen may ingenionfly, amd voluminonfly
Rander us : but they cannct move the mind 1o
fin, nor abate our love, nor deprive us of our
peace or joy, while Iuiience well performs its

Works Lses. anc Calinnies may reach onr.

Ears, bot they can oo ue farther, while Pa-
tience is the Daor-keeper of the Heart. Oh
bow many o boilsng, ara wncharitable a
thought ? hov many a furious foolifh Paffion !
bow many arvafh and raving Word, will ' fted-
faft cordial Patience prevent ! How many 4
Soul would it keep in [weet delight/nl peace,
that 55 now in frequent tronble and diffraiti-

on ¢

To the Reader. -

on? How many complaints and murmuring:
would it prevent ¢ How many ungmiet mifer-
able Familics would, st quice and compofe ?
Had youbut Patience balf anfwerable to your
Profcffion of Chiiftiznity, you might {ave your
felves the torment which your proud and pie-
vifly hearts recesve from cvery twjury or fharp
word ? from every unkindnefs, and cro [s look?
Jrom cvcry contraditlion of your conceits and
wills5 might [ave your felves the labour of
complaining unto man;, yea, and of yonr pics
vifh Prayers and Complaints to G’oj; and of
allthe freeful uneafie thoughts which day and
nsght torment your mnd ¢ Is nor Patsesice bes-
ter than allthis 2 Do you think that Minifiers
and Friends, and God bimfelt, muft cherifl
you % Your ﬁ'lf-tarmmzing froward mood ?
Wakl you propbane Gods Name, by emiling
Holinefs , toak the moans, and sears, and
prayers, which meer impatience pouresh our ?
Have Minifters, and Friends no bester
'Work., than to votkthe Cradie for Children
of thirty, forty fifsy, or fisty years of age, thas
are [lill crying and complaining longer than
they have fome ona to Inll them snto quiesnefs,
With fuch flastering werds as, we ufe to Babes?
The whole Ars of Satan exercifed by fhe
snfiruments Pievifhnefs, Contentions, Ba-
lying, Reviling, Deriding , Defaming,

. Accu-



~ ‘T'o-the Readet.

Accufing Ealfelv, Imprifoping,::Condem-
ning , Putting to Death ,  camnor de-
prive a Soul thar is fortifyed with conflany
Paticnce )" of its Love, or Peace, or Foy.
Becanfe thar by Patience -we poflefs: our
Souls, we are Mafters of.onr felves, and of
our comforts y the.poffeffion of which is lof to
the Impatient, ‘Luke 21. 19. Rom. 13. 10,
Heb. 6. 12. Tit2.2 Rom. 15.4,5. And
‘the whole art of the wifeft, and holyeft Mini-
frer or Friend, cannat preferve the Peace and

Comfort of an itnparient pievifh-S oul, one year, .

one month fcarce to an end, though you wonld
Jpeak_nothing bt words of Oyl and Sugar to
them, though'yos firoke thewn,and flatter them,
;aii_zd [ervethem, and employ the beight of all
your parts.and faculties to pleafe, thgm. -They
Wikl contcalt difquietnefs from all that yotigan
Jayor do,- and-make their owt. cxpeStations’ of
quore than you areable to do,.to-feteh in-the
Auily food and fewel of their-quarvelfome dif-
contets: And asSeneca [assh of them that
have Sores and Ulgers, If- they do bug think
that you do bus touch them, they are burt, If
they do but imagin that you flight them, or
nenlect -them, or pay them not the  refpetk
which they think you owe them you are the mer

thar break their peace. An Afpen leaf may as

well be nnmoved in 2 windy day, asthefe pera
" foass

To the Reader.

ﬁms have peace in fuch a world as this. Their
peace and quietnefs ss 4t thé miercy of every
one that will but fpeak. to them, or look jspon
them. Naj, it 45 paﬁtbéﬁbﬁg’;’r‘bf their friends
tokeepit. Weican carry. Infatits 5 but sf you
mnft be carryed ar forty years of age, pokmay
liein the dirt; when jou_batie wearyed tholt
that carry you. In a word, How mich fin,
of beart, and tongue, and alkion ; how miich
trouble of mind, of Faimilies, of Chureh, of
State, wonld [Pedfaft Patience prevent ?
How blamele[s; how quiee woiild it make oy
minds and lives? How eafic and nothing
would it make oiir [ufferings from men ? How
light wois!d it make " every Crofs ? And bow
would it confound and weary onr afflittions;
ivhen they fee that they cannot maks us mife-
rable, nor dbate ouii jojes ? L

2. But all this, dnd_much more is laid
openin this Treatife, [o clearly, and yet bricf-
ly, fo fully , fo methodically, with [uch ex-
ceeding pertinent Texts of Scripture, to illu-
frate and confirm whatever is [poken, that I
will not deiain the Reader from it, with any
inore Preface 5 but only tell bim, that as Ne-
ceffity maketh the Subject fuitable ¢0 almoft

: all, andwill continuc 3¢ fo, till the endof ihe
world,ind snake Books of Patience always fea:

Joriable, to all mest, but efpecidly to weak_Bé-
'3 lievers




| To the Reader.

(’“e;ue_r: 5 Jothe manner of handling it, hath [o
puch to invitey and. delsght the Reader, and
nothing to weary,or offend him,that I take 1z for
my prasfe that 1am employed in praifing, and
yecommending Jo praife-worthy a Work;, and
Jhall pray for the time, when the .Author may
Preach, as well as Write.

The Servent of the Churches
Pecace, and Patience,

Rich. Baxter:

Feb. 1. 1669.

x DD poRb b pRd By

Tothe Chriftian Reader, ¢fpecially the Sons
and Danghters of A Jittion.

Chriftiar Reader ,

F thoube a Difciple of Chrift, and
haft Learned te take up his Crofs
daily,, how welcom will this thort
and pithy Difcourfe of Patience,

and the Reverend Author be! The Reve-
rend Author, who hath Suffered, and learn-
ed, Pratifed, and Preached Patience, if
not by Tonguc, yet by Pen, 7er.36. 4,5,
6. The Difcourfe, wherein the Nature,
Excellency, and Ufefulnefs of this fuffer~
ing Graces fo lively decyphered, fo high.
ly commended, fo rarely exemplified, fo
wifely dire¢ted, fo earneftly promoted,
that in reading,thy heart will be filled with
comfort, and thy mouth with blefling (as
David’'s was ) {aying, Bleffed be the Lord
God of 1frael, who fent thee to meer methis
day, and ble[fed be thine advice, and ble[fed
be thor who baft taught me Patience , 1 Sam.
25. 32,33. It wasthe bleffing of afflited
fofeph (the Churches Treafurer againft the
time of fore Famine ) thar be was fruitful
in the Land of bis Affsction, Gen. 41.52.

42 The




To the Reader.

The Prophet Ezekéel had Vifions of God
in the Land of his Captivity, Ezck.1.3.and
the Apoftle 7obx in the Ifle of his banifh-
ment,Rev.1.9,10,11. Inftru&tions & Com-
forts fitted to the condition, time, & place
l-':ave exceeding weight, and worth, bring-
ing clearer light, more lively comfort, and
vigorous ftrength. A word [poken in due [ea-
fon, bow good is it ? Prov.15.23. Like Ap-
ples of Goldin Ri&turesof Silver, Prov. 25.
11. Highly precious, as enriching, and de-
lighting. Suchis this word of Patience
which hath been kept from thine ear, but
God hath brought to thine eye. Blefs God
for this Fruit of fuffering. Read and learn,
leam and practice, grow in Patience, and
the Exercife of it, fo thalt thou profit by
the ftudy and labour of this Scribe (mer-
cifully inftruéted unto the Kingdom of
God } and fhalt reap, and rejoyce with
him, in the day of gracious recompences
which is the Prayer, and will be the com-
fort of him, who, through Grace, heartily
defires the Increafe of thy Feith,Hope,and
Patience, in order ro thy prefent Comfort,
and future Crown.
Jobn Angier.
August 17. 1668,

a2 To

$LBR985% 2220058
TO THE

" Chriftian Reader.

Hon baft here (Courteous Reader ) 4
Difconrfe concerning Chriftian Pats-

ence, which is in the number of thofe Graces,
whereof every true Chriftian hath dasly, and
$pecial ufe, whilft be is in this world. In Hea-
ven, when we (hall be perfeltly blefed, with-
out any fear either of fin or forrow, there will
be no need of it. But this life, is a life of

“mifery. Man is born to trouble, as the

fparks flic upwards, 7obs.7. Especially,
st feemeth good unto our wife aud gracions
God, toexercife bis precious ones , under the
Crofs, whilft "they are bere. They are bis
choice Veffels, and therefore he will refine
them in theFurnace of affliCtion, /f2.48. 10.
that they may be purged from their drofs. Ma-
ny arc the troubles of the Righteous, Pfal.
34. 19. We muft through much tribulagi-
on enter into the Kingdom of God, Aits
14.22. Yea,and all that will live godly in
Chrift Jefus, muft fuffer perfecution,
2 Tém. 3. 12, Now true Christian Patience
makes ws ready and willing to [ubmit and give

a3 : P



To the Chriftian Reader.

up owr [elves to God, in reference to fuch a

dispenfation ( however ungrateful it be to
flefh and blood ) to be wholy at his dispofe :
Here Tam ¢ faith Dav'idj let him do to
me as (eemeth good unto him, 2 Sam. 15,
26. And[ointhe Prophet, which was exatt-
ly {ulfilled in Chrift, | gave my back to the
gmiters, cre. Ifa. 50.6. with Mat. 26.27.
Tealfo belps us to prefit by the Rod. It fills
that quarrellonfnefs of Spirit, that binders the
kindly working of afflittions, that they bring
not forth the peaceavle fruit of Righteouf-
nefs, unto them that arc exercifed by

" them, Heb.12.11. Patience makes us con-

tent to have onr Sores [earched to the bottome,

10 have them opened with the Tents of onr

wife and heft Chyrurgeon, to bave the dead
flefb confumed with bis Corrofives apd tc let his

[marting Plaifters ly on, tilthey be throughly

healed.” If we need a ffrong Purgation, or to
b continued in s Cour[e of Phyfick, long, bow-
gver it may put usto pain, and make usvery
[fick for gtime, yet Patience makes ws willing
10 abide it 5 st being the way of God, the beft
of Phyfitians, to cure ws of our Spiritual Ma-
ladies. Flefh and blood would have corvupts-
on favoured, and tenderly dealt with, defives
eafe, pleafisre, fulnefs , plenty, and what s
gontenting unto fenfe. But Patience, that #

of

To the Chriftian Reader.
of a right famp, s williug to beridof fin
what ever it cofts, thoughwe [mare for it
and be croffed in that which we naturally moft-
affect. When God cafts us into the Furnace of
affliction, fie(h and blood wonld be quickly ont;
but Patience makes us willing to abide therein,
till our drofs be purged from us. And there ss.
no kind of affliction, that it is fartled ar, or
fbrinks back_for - be the affliction in the Body,
or in the Name, or in the Eftate, or inthe.
Friends: nay ler the affliction be in the Soul,
that is of all other afflictionsthe keeneft and
fharpeft 5 let the affliition come from God im-
medsately, or let men be the Infiruments of it
It can brook the unkindneffes of Fritnds, the
batred and. oppofition of Foes : the disfavowr,,
and frowning countenances of great ones, the.
contempt and [corning of the abject, which yes
was biuter unto Job, that mirronr of Pati-
ence. Job30.1,2,3,4,%,6, cc. It fails
calmly through all Seas , lct the winds be.
never fo loud , though the waters thereof
roare and be troubled ;- though the Meun-
tains fhake with the fwelling thereof;, Pfal.
46. 3. andinthe midft of the greateft concuf-
fions, and moft terrible Earthqiakes, remasns
unfhaken, poff: (a7 [weet quietme[s within,
when there.are the greateft [tirrs abroad. I,
# fo far from being turied back_by ¢he Crafs,
@ 4 bz iiad Rt



“Tathe Chriftian Reader.

that it thereby gashers firengsh : and themore

s¢ss ewercifed, the more it grows. Tribula-
tion, ifaih Paul; worketh Paticace, Rom,
5. 3.-and fo James (iith, doth the trying of
our Fdithy Fam. 1.3.4. And the more the
tempsations. are,. 5 of the longeft contennance,
thetvork of Parience is therely the more per-
feited. It is the grear glory of shis noble
Grace, that the more is lasd upen it the more
st canbear 5 and as afflickions are lengthned
forth, fois fBill fbreccheth forth st felf; forto
éndure, Andtherefore, no wonder, shough it
make the Perfons renowned, that excelled in
it. Job'safflictions were great, and .extraor-
dinary ;" and the rare and matchlefs Patience
(-éf -we [peak of she Passence ef a meer man )
thae ire exercifed wnder them, will make him
famous to the World, and whilft- thar. ffands
onvécord (as stmustdo for ever). whichs
written of him, You have heard of Pati-
ence of Job, hisrare and incomparable Pa-
tience, This was that, which Crowned the
Mantyrs of old, ard of lateer times, with ex-
ceeding great glory s and did win that credit to
the Truch, for which they [uffered, that thereby
their moft malicions Adverfaries were exceed-
angly confounded; Strangerstothe Truth, and
Ways'of ' God,, brought over to be in love with
thas Religion, that bred p the fincereimbra-

e ' cers

To the Chriftian Reader.

gersof it, unto [uch invincible Patience, 4y
snder the greateft kind of [ufferings they mani.
fefted;, the owners of the truth of ali fores,
both weak and ftrong, were thereby marvel-
loufly confirmed and frengthned | and the
months of the moft obflsnase Enemics flopped,
by the wonderful Patience of thofemeck lambs
of Chrift, that yielded them[elves with (a
miuch chearfulnefs to bear , and that with=
out murmmring o the moft exquifite Toy.
tures that Hj could §nv.nt.

" It 35 recorded, as for the Credit of that
Faish which they profeffed, fo for the cver-
lafting Renown of thofe moft Noble Worthes,
'who were killed by the Beaft, to whan was it
given to make War with the 521:::s, and
over-come them, and wha in expeitation of
a glorious Iffue ot of all their Sufferings, did
Exercife incredible Faith and Patienge
Here is the Paticnce and Faich of the
Saints. It 75 a glofs, which (I think ) the
Text will bear, the great Sufferings. they
under-went, was, as the matter about
which their Patience and Faith was Exer-
cifed, (o that whereby thofe Graces were
exceedingly commended : As oz the ¢on-
travy, Murmiring , Complasning, Unqui-
eenefs, and Impatience , wnder the Ciofs,
Sainsthe Glory of Mer’s Sufferings, lt the



Tothe Chriftian Reader.

Canfe for which they Sufer be never [o glori-
ous; to faynothing, how it robs them of thas
Comfort and reward of their Sufferings, that
otherwife, they might enjoy.

Bur this Patience thas brings fuch glory to
God, and comfors to the Sufferers, 1s not a
Flower that grows in every Garden , much
lefe is it to be found sn the Heathy Wildernefs,
or barren Defart. It is thae, which the Hea-
then Philofopherswere firangers to, althonzh
by the glimmering Light of Natsre; they dzf-
cour[ed [uch things abowe Patience, as may be
the (hame of many Chriftians - Bur they be-

“ing deftitute, both of the Light of God's word,
and the Light of Faith | it .could neither be
Tanche, nor Learned, in any of theer Mo-
val Schools. It is that | which.no Natural
Man bath any (hare of, however uccomplifbed
with the rareft parts, and moft exccllent cn-
dowments, both Natural ard Acquired, that
Nature can poffibly reach to 5 nor any formal
Profeffor , or glorying Hypocrite , whatever
common gifts of the Spirie be bath attained
unso. No, the true proper Scat of thisrare,
and moft excellent Grace, # onely the Grae
cious, and Sanltitied Soul 5 thar having been
powerfully awakened by the Lavw Miniftry,
been sulightned, and throughly convinced of

- w's finfulpefs, of the Juft dqu of Hell,and

ever-

To the Chriftian Reader.

everlafting Torments, doth readily acksowa
ledge, that whatever falls fhort of this, i
Mercy y and therefore fees, there is no canfe
to murmur, though it meet with a deluge of
Affiictions inthis World, thongh deep call
unto deep at the noife of God’s water-
fpouts, though all his Waves and Billows
gooverit, Pfal.42.7. And not onely fo,
bus baving alfo embraced the Lord Jefus,
in the free offer and tender of him i the Gof-
pel, in the Arms of it’s Faith; and now
apprebending God ehrengh him, 10 be arecon-
csled Father, and all the cxcecding great
and precious promifes, 2 Pet. 1. 4. made
sn God's bleffed Beok_. for the fupport and com.
fort of the Elect, tobelong to st, and laying

“elasm tothem all as it’s own 5 and having for

it’s tay, sn the midft of tho[e Waves and
Billows, with which it maybe toffed , whilft
it 15 on the'Sea of this World , Caft Anchor
in Heaven upon Chrift, that [ure and unmo-
vable Rock,, by a true, firm, and lively
Hope, which Hope st bath, as an Anchor
of the Soul, both fure and ftedfalt, Heb.
6.19. it can now lift up the Head, and qui-
etly endure the greateft florm, in affured ex-
pectation, that it (hall e're long arvive at &
Jafe Harbonr 5 and being thus furnifbed with
the fhooes of Paticnce, or the préparation I:f

fog




To the Chriftian Reader.

the Gofpel of Peace, it can gothrough Bryars

and Thorns, yea, trample upon the (harpeft
Rocks, or rougheft and kardeft ffones that are
init'sway.

Andthis s the Patience, that is Treated

on, bymy Reverend and Godly Brother, sn

the enfuing Difcour(e; Whercin thon haft ,
( good Reader ) the Nature of this fo Exa
cellent a Grace plasnly opened , the Neceffiry

* and Ufefulne(s theveof in [everal weighty Ca-

[es fhewed, and the Praétsce of it folidly and
foundly wrged. Bue the profitable and whole-
fome pains, taken sn the bandling of this point,
by the Author ( needing no commendation q

mine ) will [ufficiently commend st [elf to
thy con[cience, if thouwilt take the pasns o
perafe it, and art willing to (ubmit thy [elf ¢o
be guided by God': Word., And therefore
recesve st with thankfulnefs, perufe st with ds-

ligence , and prattice st with chearfulnefs.

Thas this and all other Difconrfes of this Na-
ture, maybe bleffed by the God of all Grace
tothe helping us all to be tollowers of them,
who through Faith and Patience Inherit the
Promifes, Heb.6.12. Is the hearty defire
and Prayer of '
The unteigned well-wither of thy beft
good, obn Harrifon,Late Rector of
Afbton under line in Lancafhire. A

i
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AfliQion, more than ordinary dazzles
fome men. Brings upon the Stage. Is
limited. How Treated. How togain
good conceit of it:

B
Bible, another not to be lookt for.
Bonner, his Bragg, and Rage.
C

Cenfurers Cefured.

Chrift not to be croft.

Covenant, an incomparable Cupboard.
a notable Prayer-Topick,

Counfel ill, an ill office, efpecially from
fome hands, and at fome times.

Cowardife catching.
D

Dead not utterly Silenc’d. Ep.
E

End of the Lord, what. It ended not in 7ob.
What a Famous End.

Enduring, what account to be mad of.

Endurers Lovers. v

Faith a refigning, appropriating, owned,
Grace, quiskning Grace.

Fear of being AffliCted 1san cvil Counfel-
fer, Do'sill become God’s People, €-
fpecially fome of them. ltisthat, Ene-

" mics would have it at. And falls far

ghort
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~ Means and helps againtt it. ’

Fear of Goda fear-freeing fear.The effecls

of it. Promifes toit. Means & helps of it

G. '

Giants in Grace, it’s a Grace to be.

God takes not his Children at the worft.
Is the docr of what we fuffer, So gives
tous, as herefervesa property to him-
felf. A God of Patience, Truth,Mercy,
heis. A Portion that can never be fpent.

H.

Honour God will his Honourers.

Humility ends Honourably.

Hope, Motives to it, and means of it.

:

Impatience unfits ;for being any thing, or

any where.

Infirmity pardoned,and fincerity acc
Job Afficted. Reftored. yaceepred.

Joy, and all Joy we thould count it, when
we fall into divers Temptations. This

_ weare both Precepted and Prefidented

into. L.

Life oppofed fometimes to Adv
to Death. verliey, of

Love has broad fhoulders, No Love loft.

M, ‘
Mafters and Servants both oblig’d to
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mous: Whatitdo’s. What Company | ) | ) THE | ‘
it keeps. What Recomipernce it receives. . \ :
Care to be had of it. - Excellerlcy, NCCC[SKY, :
L Q | ~ and Ulfefulnefs of -
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What to be Judged by. ' PA , Y e
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Scotning comes away by Men in three fad L X
things. = | l

Shamers fham’d. Covering with fhame; 3 HEBREWS X. XX xiv I.
~ what it fignifies. , ' , e —_— L
Suffering, all is not Patience: Bare Suffer- ! " Foryebavenced of Patience. '

ing will not ferve. Suffering for Chrift .
i ' is an high Seivice ; but withal an high
i Favour. The beft Suffefers dre not fin-

[ . lefs. Chriftian Sufferers are a comfoft
5 arid ciedit to their Friends.

390 Ages have been fo calm to feri-
WAR ous Chriftiaris as not to call for
N B). fuffering Graces ; amongft which
i L W | DR Patience is not the leafty nor fhall
_Wqﬂélmg.s ’a.re_.Bl.m(.ﬂ.mgs. L P NDs | fay more for {uiting the Text
i Wiitiiig deceive diftarice: .Epﬂé : uhnto the Times ¢+ As for the Text mn Orderto’
‘ SRR the Context, partitis of fuch a Chapter as

THE ~ confffts of .twopgcncml parts, a Doﬁr’iﬁc and

x the Ufe; the Doctrine is in the cighteen lead-
. B - ing




2 . The Excellency, Neceffity,

ing Verfes, and concerns Sacrifice, Chrift’s
Sacrifice; the Efficacy of it, and the Excel-
lency of itabove the Legal Sacrifices : The
Ufe isin all the reft of the Verfes, and an
ufe of Exhortation itis, unto feveral things,
and amongft other, unto Chriftian Conftancy.
This Exhortation s propounded in the 234 v,
Let ws bold faft .- ] Repeated,and withradvan.
tage in the 35.Cuft #ot away your Confidence --]
and Reéfumed, under ariothet Expreflion, to
wit, of Patience, here in the Text ;; where
Patience is at once, both Tacitelie Exhorted
to, and Apertly Argued for, .even from the
ufefulnefs of it, Ye bave need of Patience!
This for Cohzrence.

Then as te Senfe, - -

For] A Cafual Particle thisis, rendring

a Reafon of the Repeated Exhortafien, in the
fore-going Verfe! '
-~ Te] What manner of Perfons are fpoken

of, or to, appears by the 34. v. where the A-
poftle fayes, they knew in themfelves, that
they had in Heaven a better and an enduring
Subftance ] Sure, they were Holy, that were
fo fure of being Happy! - o

Have need] One upon the place takes good
notice that it is not faid, It would do well, ‘or,
it were convenient to have it.  But ye bave

7¢ed] a'manhas need of meat, a Warfaring
‘ 2 man

antd Ofefulnefs of Patiewce. 3
man of Weapons, and a good man of
Patiefge, - - el L

Patience ] imnmwic the Greek word is,
and is Compounded of . two fuch words, as
help us well to underftand Patience, oness
a-Prepofition, vusb, whichfignifies tner ,

-and fuppofes a Chriftian under the Yoke)

under a Burden, tobe fomewayor other
put to’t; The otherisa Verb, -wies ahich
isto Abide, -to ftand. one’s grdund : Pati-
ence is-a flicking tQ’t, when we are. put
toit. But of Patience, what it is, more
largely by and by. Thus for Colierence
and Senfe. ' .
In the next place, as to.Parts, The Text
does readjly:relieve a Trichotomie, . < "
Here is, e -
1. ThePeétfons, inthe Pronoun,¥e.]: -
2. The Concernment of the Perfons,
Have need. ]~ o e
3. The Matter of concernment. Of.
Patsence, - ‘ ' -
From thefe three Parts I fhall commend
to you onely. one Doctrinal Prepofition ,
which is plainly this, That

B2 - Patiesice
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| - Patience is needful for God's People.

-+ Or, The Saints have need of Pati-
ence. '

In profecution of this Prepofition I fhall
fet my felf, -

1. To Amplifie,
" And 2::To Apply it.
- The Amplification will confift,

1. Of Explication, and fo I fhall en-
deavour to thew, -
. 1..What Patience is,

And 2. How it is needful.

1 For:the firft, whatPatienceis,

Now becaufe the Negative may prepare
the way for the Affirmative, give meleave
firft to fpeak fomething of, what Patience
Isnoty . ' o

1. Stupidity, that’s not Patience. Con-
[uetudo toliss fenfum, Carnal People, what
are they u8d to, they have no feeling of ,
like Porters, "who being accuftom’d to
Burdens, make nothing of them. When
you look the 5. of 7am. 16. you'l fee that
Patience, and fuffering Affli¢tion go hand
in hand : Not {imply being affliCted, but
{uffering Afflition. |

-2, Pertinacy is not Patience, Loid, fags
. the

and U [efulne[s of Patietce. 5
the Prophet in the 26 of Efay 11 Thy
band is lifred up, bnt they will nor fee ] Yea,
there are, that fing, and drink, and Rant
Care away, Efay 5. 31,12, are thefe Pa-
tient ?

3. Nor is vain-glory Patience , when
Diogenes ftood naked, embracingan heap
of fnow, one of the Spe€tators,wifer than
the reft, asked if he would do fo, if he
had none to behold him? The Preacher,
in the 7 Ecclef. 8. Oppofes the Paticnt 11
[pirit, tothe Proudin [pirst.

4. Ncither is all {ilence Patience, it is
faid of Nabal, inthe 1 Sam.25.37. That
when his Wife told him,what he had done,
and what danger incurred, his beart dyed
within bhim, and be became as a flone. \We
do not read of any Out-curfes at that
time, and yet he was generally noted for
furioufnefs ; ke 55 fuch a Son of Belial, thae
a man cannt [peak to bim, fayesone of the
Young men to his Miftrefs, at the 17.
Verfe. : ’

5. Norisall foft fpecch Patience, Cain,
that was wroth, and very wroth, as you
findin the 4 Gen.5. yetinthe8. Zalked
with bis Brather Abel, in a Brotherly way,
fayes one, ashe had wont to do. Difimus
lans odium, {aycs Tremellims, Indeed what

B3 talk
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talk Caik had, is rot particularized 5 but
it's ‘evident, fuch ‘as drew Abel irto the

Field, and I cannot think he would accept

aChallenge. .-~

‘6. Neitheris all looking fad any- more
than fpeaking foft, Patience; Seeft thou,
fayes the Lord to Elijab, how 4hab hum-
bleth himfelf? 1 King. 21.29. And yet
there was none like Ahab that fold himfelf
to work wickednefs, v. 25. There may
be thews where not fincerity of Humiliati-
on, Yea,and there may be Worldly for-
row, when not Godly. All true Grief
does nat argue Grace, and fo not in Parti-
cular, this Grace of Patience. Was Ahab
grieved at the Sin he had committed? Or,
was he not troubled at the Vengeance
threatned ?  Hing ille lachryma.
7. Norisall forbearance of private Re-
* venge Patience; any a man holds his
hands becaufe it is not a time to ftrike; 1t
is not meeknefs, gentlenefs, that binds
fome to the good behaviour, but Policy,
Subtilty. They are but watching their
Opportunity. Hear Efas, in the 27 of
Gen. 41. The dayes of monrning for my Fa-
ther ave at band, then will I [lay my Brother
Jacob. Nondum Tempms eras, He hopes

to fee a day. And truly it was an odd
time,

and U [efulnefs of Paticnce. 7
time, that he tells of, whofo thinks at it,
will not eafily judge, whether he was a
worfer Son or Brother. .

8. Nor is all forgivenefs, any more than
forbearance, Patience ; 1may forgive him,
fay fome, but 1 fhalbnot forget him, now
what a forgiving, I pray, is this ? It 1s
not like the Lords, whois the God of Pa-
tience, Rom. 15.§. Do, no, inthe 310f
fer. 34. where he fpeaks of forgiving, he
fpeaks alfo of forgetting. I will forgive their
Iniquity, and [ will remember their fin no
more. The God of Truth forgives indced
and in Truth; butalas, fome mens for-
giving is no more but lip-labour,’ they
fpeak far from their heart, if it be feven
years to come they can think on’t, and be-
come even with a man, though yet coming
evenisnothing, getting above were fome-
thing. 1 mean, not to be over-come of
evil, but to guercome evil with good. I
might have been larger in the Negative,
but would not be long from the Affirma-
tive. And therefore having fhew'd,in fome
meafure, what Patienceisnot, 1 goonto
thew, o

What it is.

And I know not how to do this better,

than by turning Patience toward the Ob-
B4 jecls
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je€ts that it efpecially refpecteth, and they
are God, and Man,

1. God, according to that, in the 37,

Pfal.7. Reftinthe Lord, and wait patiens-

ly for him. ¥rom this Scripturc I fhall take
occafion to expatiate,*and thew that God
does Exercife his People’s Patience divers
wayes, and accordingly they approve their
Pattencc, - '

And firft, He Exercifcs their Paticnce
both as concerning

His Providences,

And Promifes.

Pravidences, both as concerning

The Wicked,

And Themfelves.

And firft, Themfelves.

As when he affliCteth them; fee the 12,
Rom.12.. Patient in Tribulation. Thorough
Tribulation, and much of it we muft enter
into the Kingdom of God, #Aits 14. 22.
The Kingdom of God is like to fome great
Houfe, that hdtha rovgh deep way lead-
ing to it 3 Chriffianus cuafi Crucianus. Thefe
Tribulations come to ihe People of God
upon feveral Accounts, as Chaftife ment,
Tryal, manifeftation of the Glory of God.
But upon what account {oever they come,
our part is Patience, which approves it
fdf) ' - 1. In

and U fefulnefs of Patience. 9

1. In not charging God foolifhly, as we
may fee by 7ob, of whofe Patience we
have heard, fob 1. alt. with Famess.11.
Patience filences from Exception againft
the wifdom of God, Truth, Goodnefs,
&e.

2. In refigning our felves freely to His
difpofe, as we learn of the fame Feb again,
who, in the 2. 10. fpeaks of Recesving
evil. It isthe Lord, faid another, Let him
do what [eemeth bim good. « Yea, this is the
Voice'of Patience.

Thus concerning themfelves,

2. God Exercifes his People’s Patience
with refpect unto the Wicked.

As when he forbeareth them; refume
the 37 Pfal. 7. Reft inthe Lord, and wait
patiently for him. Fret not thy felf becaufe
of him, who profpercth in his way; be-
caufe of the man who bringeth wicked de-
vices to pafs.Wicked men’s Impunity,yea,
Profperity is often feen, and this isfach a
fight, as good men have had much ado
with ; hear the Pfalmift, in the 73. 2, 3.
As for me, {ayes he , my feet were almost
gone, * )

Yeca, butin fuch a cafe, in fuch an oc.
currence we {hould poffefs our Souls in Pa-
tience, and we fhallapprove our felves fo
10 do. 1. By
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1. By avoiding fuch fins, as are very
incident to fuch a junCtureji as,. .
. 1. Fretting our felves, when we render
out Condition uncomfortable; and our

ewn Adverfity is the more Adverfity be-

caufe of Wicked men’s Profperity. Is

this Patience ? Is this to be content with

God’s doing ¢ Revife that 37 Pfal.7.
2. Envying them, when again we ren-

der our Condition uncomfortable; and our
own Profperity is the lefs Profperity, be~ |

caufe of the wicked: Is this Patieace? Is
this to acquiefe in God’s Dealings? Re-
turn to that 37 Pfal. and compare the 7.
with the 1. verfe.

2. By plying fuch Dutics, that are oft
much neglected in fuch a time. As,

. 1. Refting in the Lord.

When we look beyond the wicked at
God, and fee cnough in him to kecp us
from Queruloufnefs, Holinefs enough, fo
as He’s far from taking pleafure in wick-
ednefs, though for a while he fuffer the
wicked to take their pleafures: .

" Power enough, fo as though they pearch
never fo high, yet he«an, when he will,
take them an hole lower : Wifdom enough,
fo as he knows well, when te affliC them,

and whenthe fliding of their feet will be
thought

and U fefulnefs of Patience. 11
thought as breaking of their Neck. Look
againat the 37 Pfal.7." :

2. Waiting for bim, when we not onely,
as before, look at the Lord, but alfo look
for the Lord, asthofe, that were perfwa-
ded, thathow ever itis, or may be with
the wicked and the Righteous for a time,
yet it fhall be ill with the one, and well
with the other. Once more mind that 37.
Pfal. 7.

I have done with Providences.

2. God Exercifeshis People’s Patience
as concerning his Promifes.

For thoughi it be very true, thathe isthe
Amen , and they are Yea and Amen; He
cannot Lye, andthey cannot fail. Yetit
is alfo true, that God oft makes waiting«
men of his Servants ; yea, and fomejimes
puts them upon long waiting too; Asne
Eyes fatl for thyWerd, faying, when wilt
thou comfort me 2 the Pfalmifts words inthe
119. Pfal. 82. Butif the Lord fhould put
usto wait never fo long, yet we fhould
patiently wait, and this we fhall, If firft,
We limit not the Holy One of Ifrae/, but
are content he take hisown time. Impati-
ence is prefumptuous, fets God a day, and
if he comes not within that time, gives
over looking for him : as we may fce by

him,
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‘hitn, whio faid, inthe 2 King. 6. ult. Wha
would Iwait for the Lord any longey 2

“ 5 1If we leflen not our Refpeéisto the
Promifes, but embrace them, though we
fce them afar off. So they did who tho-
rough Faith and Patience inherit the Pro- |
‘mifes, Heb. 11. 13, Cum6. 12, Letthis
fuffice to have fpoken of God, I goon to |

Man, . i
Who is another Object, that Patience |
refpecteth, asappearsby the s Thef5.14. |
Be paticnt toward all Aen. ' |
. Now, Man Exercifesa good Man’s Pa-
ticnce, and accordingly the good man ap-
proves his Patierice divers waycs. By
1. Unproficience,
2. Infirmitics.
3. Injuries.
4. Perfecutions. N
1. By Unpreficience, and thus Mini-
fters, amongft others, have their Patience
much Excrcifed ; fee the 2 Tam. 2. 24,275,
The Servant of the Lod muft be Patsent 5 in
meeknefs, iiffruding thofe that oppofe them=
ﬁ/w:.' Some Perions are far from recerv-
ng Tnftruction, yea, bat forall that the
Inftrocter {hould be far from Impatience.
And fo he thall thew himfelf to be by con-
tinuing to Inftrudt.  Zeremy in a Petwas

rcady

and. U [efulnefs of Patienees 13
ready to throw all by, 2e. 9. :

2. By Infirmities. o
And thus ftrong Chriftians have. their

‘Patience Excrcifed by Weak, fee the 1g.

Rom. 1. where we read of the one bmn’ng
the Infirmities of the Mother. Children are
weak, yea, more they are a_Burden; but
yet who cafts fuch aburden down ; and fo
weak Chriftians are not to be caft off; no,
but as we labour the ftrengthning of weak
Children, fo we fhould the Edification of
weak Chriftians, though not in their weak-
nefs; and hereis our Patience. Confider
the firft and fecond Verfes there. y
3. By Injuries. . S
Now, injurc us a man may cither by de-
ing undue things, or not deing due. _
And both wayes he Exerciles Paticnce.-.
And firft, when he does not what is due.
According to that, in the 18.2at.29 Have
Patience with me, and 1will pay thee all.Lene
ding is next to giving, and yet whatill
Debtors fome arc, the Proverb fpeaks,
which fayes, of fuch we muft take rougﬁ
Oats. Indeed all are not fo, fome would
pay, if they had it, and are as much trou-
bled as youthat you arc withoutit; But
too many there be, that care not how much
of other men’s Goads they get into their
: hands,
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hands, of whom you can get nieither good
moneys, nor good words. Thefe have
no fhame,But yet you muft have Patience,
which confifts much in the forbearing of
unmetciful threats and Executions ; Some
Creditors are heard to fay," they’l make
‘Dice of their Debtors Bones, but this is!
not the voyce of Patience. The Antithefis

isnotable, in the 1 T'sm. 3.3. Not greed)i .

of filthy lucre, but Patient. .

- 2. When he does what isundue; as wc.
may perceive by the 1 Pet. 2. 20. whereit:
is faid to Servants, If when ye do well, and
[uffer for it, yetake st patiently, this is accep-
table with God. What undeferved words
and blows fome Servants have from fome
Mafters, is of notorious cognifance. Alas!
fome Mafters are Servants, are Slaves to
their Paffions, Corruptions; fome Mafters
are feldom their own men, are rather Beafts
than Men, fo as the Servants of fuch had .
need of Patience, which will exprefs it felf
well, ‘

‘" In remembring that Mafters are Mafters
for all their frowardnefs; feethat1 Per. 2.
20. cum 18. Patient Servants fuffer not
themfelves to be flowted or buffeted out of
their Subjection , and into Anfwering

again. . Aud

aAd U fefulefs of Patience. 1
" 4. Andlaftly, By Perfecutions; when
-Religions-asthe bottom of ill ufage. Ajl,
fayes the Apoftle, inthe 2 T%m. 3.12. thae
will live godly 312 Chrift Jefus, [hall fuffer Per-
fecntion; and compare this with the 21. of
- Linke 17, 199 Xe fhall be bated of all men for
my Neames [ake ~--- In your. Patience poffefs ye
-your Souls.. Ah “ordindary way. Perfecution
as and has been of Exercifing Patience, and
abroad way too’; I mean, There are feve-
xal forts of Perfecutions; as, .
..+ '1. Falfe Perfecution. Geodlinefs thould
aieither be lightly nor fourly loekt on; it is
well known fromthe 1 Jobz 3. 12. whata
a Perfecutor Cain was,and one thing,which
the Lord dacs, amongft other things, call
him to account fer, is that four look of his,
Gen.4.6. . , a
- 2. Tongue-Perfecution : for though
fome fay, words are but wind, and no
great matter ; Yet He, whois the, Truth,
makes a great matter of them, inthes. of
Mat. 11,12, So Perfecuted they the Prophers
which were befare you. Doe’she fay, fo Re-
viled they # So they fpake evil and falfly
of? He fayes, So Perfecutedthey.

3. Hand-Perfecution : When violent
hands are laid cither upon the Perfon or
Subftance of good men, Casn flew his

Brother,
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Brother, fayes St. Jobn, in thit 1.3, 12:and |

Wherefore lew he him 2 Becaufe his own
1Works were evil, and his Btothers Righ.

-teous. Thiswas: Arch-Perfecution indeed, |
~that proceeded unto Blood, ene calls Casz

- ~the Devils Patriarch, and .4bef the Church-
esProto-Martyr,. - =~ ol v
- T might have fpoken of Foot.Perfecuti-

.on, when Men-trudge upand down to fet |

-good Peopiein forrow ; Sanl-like, whoaf.

terwards, becoming a Paul, reports what | .

‘a Petfecutor he had been ; Aéts9. 1..Cum
26. 11. Head-Perfecution, when men take
‘or give counfel againft the Righteous, Pfal.
:83. 3,4,'5. Butlhaften to.fhew how Pa
‘tience is fhewed in fuclya cafe :-Why,
1. When we are not ovet-come of evil
Oue difcontent over-comes anothet, .when
‘e reaforis him’ into his owh-Opinion,. .To

fay ashe fays’:and then :do-argood man’s |

‘Enemies ovei-come him, When being Re
viléd heRevileth again 5 ireturnsgongr‘.qugl:l
word or fliréwd:turn for' afiotrer, Victory

lyes quite another way than the-deceitful | -

heart does think ; many, ifthey give mén

as whole as they bririg; yetthelaft wotd, !

and the like conceit, they have gotten the -

day, whereasindeed, that while they lofe .

it, and are'o far from over-coming anothet
S ' as

- gative;and thew'

his Enemies, had need to look'about'iim,

and Ufefulnefs of Pusizrce.  ¥7

as they overcome not themfeives.,  Pa-
tience, as'is plain by the - Tranfcendent
Pattern of Patience, the Lovd: Jefus Ghirift
teacheth; juficad of reviling, threatning,
To commt owr [vlves untobiv that judgerly
ri_ghteo;fj’lj'v,, “1.Pet. 2,20, 21, 23. o et
2. When we go on with what is goodt -
Let us run with Patience, faysthe Apoftle,
the Race that is (et before its «om Confidey
him that cudtred --- 1eft yoin be wearied and
faint in your winds, Heb, 1201,2.3. &
wearicd man fits' down, -a Finfing peMoti
falls-dowh; but the Patient keeps running:
Patience,-as I faid-at the ‘dpening of the .

- Greck word, is a fiicking toit, wheie

are put-to its - This for thet firlt point:of
Explicdtion;- what Patiencelis. - 7 570
2. How it 3 needful. And T will hereing

a fore-ufhet in'the Aﬂir;h"a'tiv‘éib"y‘ft'h"c;'i-Nif;%:;f
How it # not necdful.’ -And 1> NeedfuP
it is not in-the fenfe of Oneliféfs) “45%4f
Patience were All, ‘that were needfal for

[ S § NP s
FE I TOUDS FE5 LR R N 5

‘ 'GOd’S PCO?!G; Thc? have need alfo’ ‘\‘;

1. Of ‘Wifdome. Bebold: fayes our:
Saviour, I fend you forth as [héch ar’ibe"
midft of Wolves, e ye therefore wife as Ser
pents,Mat. 10, 16. A man that is mongft'

‘and
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and efpecially amongft fubtil ones that
are both cruel and crafty.

2. Faith, which may overcome the
World. We know who fayes, Above all
take the Shield of Faith, Eph. 6.16. Faith
isa Victorious Grace, and the Church is
truly Militant.

3. Humility. 1 Pet.§. 5. One thing
commonly obje¢ted by carnal People a-
gainft God’s Peoplc is Pride, that they
take too much upon them, over-value
themfelves, under-value others. But by
feing Cloathed with Humility, they fhall
cut off occafion from them that feck oc-
cafion.

4, Love, fude’sEp. 21.v. Both the
Love, wherewith God is Loved, for they
may come to be try’d, whatthey’ldoand
{uffer for him, Now, Love is ftrong as
Death, would be loath to leave, Cant. 8,

6.%And the Love wherewith he doth Love, .
for no fooner is a good man caft down, but

the World is ready to fay, he’s caft off,

Pfal. 71, 11. and again, the Senfe of .

God’s Love would fct us above the worlds
hatred, even as we call it day, the Sun
being up, though never a Star appear,

Plal.1cg. 28, |
Sundry othey Graces I might have men.
tioned,

and U [efulne[s of Patsence. =9
tioned, but this for the firft branch of the

Negative. .
2. As Patience is not needfulin the fenfe

of Onelinefs, fonor of

Abfence, as if God’s Pcople had itnot
at all; like as we fay of #poor, People that
they neced Monceys, Cloaths, &c. when
they have not thefe things. No,no, Of
his fulnefs bave we all Received, and Grace
for Grace, ‘John1. 16, A Child that is
New-born, has all the parts of a Man, fo
isit with onc that is born again: and fo
you read of your Pasienceas, wcll as your
Soulsin Luke 21. 19. This be fpoken upon
the Negative part.

I go on to the Affirmative,

How Patience s needful, why!

1. In regard of the Exercife of it, ac-
cordingly as youread, fames I.4. of
the Wark_of Patience. A Souldier, that has
Armour, yet had nced to take it to him,
putiton, ufeit, There’s need that Pati«
ence be at Work. Being is one thing,and
Working another. Talents muft be Tra-
ded with.

2. In regard of Occafions, occafions
forit, which arc many, and very many:
For, befides what has been faid of Who

and What there is to Excrcife Patience:
C 2 Con-
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Confider, whether we can cither do,.or
fuffer well without it ; and

1. Dowell. The Apottle, in Rom. 2.

7. {peaks of Patient continmance in well-
doing. 1t is not enough to begin in the Spi-
rit, but continuetye muft, and how can
we do this without Patience ? The rather
if we confider, what’s done againft well-
doing, it isnot with the Chriftian Race,
as withanother 5 another has ufually room
and fair play, men would be afhamed to
ftand in the Runners way, to lay hands on
him, or the like; yea, but in this too
many are neither athamed nor afraid,[and
they might be both. ]

To do, as the Devil did by Paul, once
and again hinder nothing, but if foul turns,
or foul words will hinder; fo as the Apo-
fle might well fay, Heb.12.1. Letr s
run with Patience. ‘Thus for well-doing.

2. Patience is requifite to well-fuffering.
Hear St, Peter, in 1. 2. 20, If when ye
do welly and fuffer for it, ye take it Patiently,
this is asceptable with God. God takes ac-
ceptably our taking Patience, not barely

‘taking, but Patiently taking : Some take
carelefsly, fome difcontentedly -.. few
Patiently, and fo few Acceptably. I have
done with Explication,

' The

and U fefulnefs of Patience. 21

" The fecond part of the Amplification
Wﬂé'l;;ﬁrmation, and will confift of Simitiar
Scriptures, and Scriptural Reafons. -And
1. Scriptures, for that Patiencc 1s need-
ful for God’s people, is a frequent intima-
tion of the Spirit of God, in the Word of
God! See Luke 21. 16, 19. Ve [hall be ha-
ted of all men for my Names [ake-- In your
Patience poffefs ye your Souls. A Scripture
thisis, which do’sat once [peak theufe,
and advantage of Patience. By the help
of Patiencence a good man mzay cnjoy
himfelf, when, poffibly, he has litile elfe
to enjoy ! Alfo, fee fam. 1.4. Let Pasience
have ber perfect work_, that ye may be perfeck
and entire, wanting nothing. What an im-
perfett manisan [mpatient man? Asal
fofee Col. 1. 9, 11. We do not ceafe to pray
foryou-- That ye might be fFrengthned with

" all might according to bis glorions power, unto

all Patience. Mark, my Brethren! Pati-
ence, and all Patience, and ftrengthned
thereunto ! Patjence is no weaknefs in us,
for can we have too muchi of Eatienc:c! A-
gain, See Fleb.12. 1. Let us run with Pa-
tienge the Race that is [er before us. The
Race, whichis of the Lord’s fetting re-
~quires Patience : Indeed the Race,- that

C 3 gihie
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the World, Fleth, Devil fets before us, has
no fuch rubs and faubs. The Race of Ip.
temperance. Uncleanne(s ;- a man's owy
naughty heart, and other naughty pares
do like well enough! And yctagain, fee
Rom. 12.12. Be Patient in Tribalation. To.
gether with 2 Tim, 2. 24. The Servan of
the Lord muft not firive, but — be Pations.
I might have added 7. 5. 1,2. Speak thou
the things which beeome [ound Doitrine, that
the Agedmenbe found = in Patience, One
point of found Do&rine is foundnefs jn
Paticnce, Ye havc heard of the Paticnce
of 7ob, 7am. 5. 11. Of the Meekuefs of
Mofes, Numb. 12.3. David tells us,
That he was dumb, and opeed 1ot bis mouth,
Pfal. 50.0. And I might tell you of the
fame David, how that upon occafion, he
made that an Argument for, which was
cven an exercife of Patience in 2 Sam.16.
11. Ay Som, faishe, which came foreh of
my bowels [eekerh my life : how much more
may this Benjamite do it ? Yea, I might tell
youof Head, as well as Members, that
asa [beep before ber (hearcrs is dumb, (o he
opened not bis month, 1fa, § 3.7. Indeed he
was not dumb as a Shepherd before the
{heep, there was his diligence; but as a
Sheep before the Shearer, there was his

- Pari-
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cence. 1 ceafe from Scriptures, and
P?:;::ccd ‘to Reafons. The DoCtrineis Rea-
fonable from divers Topicks. As, .y
° From the Adjunct: for Coniider.
i. The Refemblednels <f>f Psxign!c; 5
is s the needfulnefs of it. oldi-
gii:ig:eccd of compleat Arlllnor : 3:((11 ‘)‘{,'E;lec
had nced to be well guarded, fure,
a}l]l pl?;test aid Leggs ae not to be neglect-
tdc- ho goes to War bare-footed 2 bare-
Teosrd ? \Well, the Church of God in this
\eiégrld. is truly-Militant, as I have falfgl >
and accordingly there’s whole Armour for
them. In that famous place, Eph. 6. 13.
— and one piece thereamong (b, is the P_rcp.amc-
sion of the Gofpel of Peace. Now this pxe?
of Harnefs a2 Godly-learned Gon :
Man conceives to be I_’att-. Dr, Gouge.
alled Preparation; _
ggﬁiﬁreca Chriftian is preparcd. to go on,
what ever comes. Evenas aman, that’s
well thodd, is well fitted for Itrc:aclmg tul:lc:l
’ Thorns, — 1 am not un-
i?:visi;v, that others under[li;ud ;h; g:z;;e
hrafe otherwife; as alfo the e
2nginra;1imfclf takcs7 notice, and takes
ainsin anfwering of them.
pa:ris t?f?:t :Z:. P?:xyed for. Thisagainar-

A ’azience, Hol
guces the ncedfulne‘scoi Pa:ience, Mc‘{‘




& gty oy L
Men of God could tell well, covld they

~

not ? how to go' to God for the People’s
now whofozver had heard the Apoftle
at Prayer, ‘migit heve heard him fpeaking

tothisvery thing. We ceafe ner, $1ishe,

1o pray for you, and to defire, that ye might
be filled with' the knowledy of his Vill .
Strengthned with mizhe according to bis glo-
rios Pawer, unto all Patience, Col. 1. 9,11,
No doubt they had great ufe for, what
the good man with’d them fo much of !

3« The Congratulatednefs of it! e
Zlory, fais the fame Apoftlé in another
Place, 2 Thef 1.4. inyou, in the Chisrches

of Godfor your Patience — in all your Per-

[ecutions and Tribulations, thar se endure.
Bloly Men of God were glad to {ee their
Prayers, what they much defired, as you
heard, they accordingly delightedin even
~ to glorying. o

4. The Preffeducfs ofit. As Patience is
a frequent errand of the Spirit inthe word,
~ ashas been thewed ; {0 alfo a Fervent, wit-

nefsboth Words and Things. |
And that' Words ; for whata Word is
that? in 1 Tim. 6. 11. Thon, O Man of

God, follsw. after Patience. The Greek

‘Worddo’s fighitic Eagerly to purfue, and
s the fame by which Perfecution is ex-
preft;
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preft; a Perfecutor follows after with a
itnefs. ,
Wi,tz. As for things, Why! Whereas Ex-
amples are great Incentives, what Pattcrns
of Patience arc there fet before us @ Take
my Brethien the Prophets, faith St. Fames,
in chap. 5. verf. 10. and,” T'¢ bave heard' of
the Patience of Job, verfy 11. When a
Schoolmafter would quickzu-up a Scho-
lar, he tells him of another ; and I befeech
ou, How aie we proveked unto Pati-
ence ? and Ali Patience, by allthat Meck-
nefs, which the antienc Servants of God

" are fo famoufed for 2 Truth is, we arcat

‘once Provoked, and Prevented. And,

1. Prevenied. For whereas we are wont
to fay, I cannot put this up, Ican never bear
ir,-- No? How did others # Did they not
‘bear ? ‘Did not they put up? And is not
the fame Lord over all,” Rich unto all ‘thar
call sipon bim ? Rom 10. 12, DA-not we
forfake our own Mgrcy, we might do
worthily in Ephrata as well as others-have

done. .

2, Provoked ! For, Why? Can you

fay why we fhould not be Followers of

them, who through Faith, and Patience, sn-

berit the Promifes ¢ Heb., 6,12, It’s gqqd

following them, thathave led to Heaven zi'
T ' an
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and it were, asappears there by the Co.

herence, Sloathfulnefs to do otherwife:
)

yea fay, if it were not filli
Sloathfulnefs. not {illinefs, as well ag

Fourthly, and Laftly, Confider the Pro.

feflednefs of Patience, Thou baft full ,fays&

Paul to Timethy, inthe 2. 3.10. manne
‘ h . 3 . ¢ 7
glthzfe, long fuffering , Charity, Paticnce
e Apoftle, as is evident by what ante.
ceds, had good occafion of giving account
Qf himfelf, and onc part of the Charact.
ct, asyou hear is Patience a very necefla-
ry part, for he fpeaks twice to it, Long.
[uffering, Patience. This, which at an%-
ther time, he gloried in others for, he now
modeftly owns himfelf to, yea, ,appeals
to Timothy for Truth and Proof of. Sure
Patience is needful for God’s PeoPIe,
when they were fo careful fome to clear
up theirs.  You have the firft Argument;
a fecondsfollows from the Effe, for aon:
fider tf’le Featsand Fruits of Patience and
fo you’l alfo concludeit’s nccdfulncfst
1. We had need, had we not? tobe
our own men ; now call to mind the wor s
of our Lord, Luke 21. 19. 71 your Patience
poffefs ye your Souls. Patience keeps us in
po-ﬁ”cﬂxon of our felves. Asby Faith we
enjoy God, and by Love our Ncighbour;
fo

e
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fo by Paticnce our fclves. And whatan
Advantage this is, T fhall let you fecina
Glafs of Contraries, from Prov. 2. ult.
He that bath no Rule over his own Spirit, )
like a City that s broken down and without
Walls, fuch a City is- in no capacity to rc-
fft an affault, butthe Enemy comgs in at

leafure, and does his pleafure ; and fuch

a man keeps open Houfe for Temptation,
for in. 1 remember what onc fayes of
fuch an one, that he is fit for no condition,
fit neither to be poor nor rich, fick nor
well, fit neither to be at home nor a-
broad.

5. Wehad need, had wenot? To be
expert men; Now, what fayes the Apo-
fle? Rom. S. 3, 4. Tribulation worketh
Patience , and Patience Expersence. The
fick man, that’sa Patient truly fo called,
and do’s not wrangle either with Phyfitian
or Potion, but obeys the-one, and ufes the
other, he comes to know by good Proof
the skilfulnefs of Phyfitian,and Sovereign-
nefs of Potion, and is Capacitated both
for advifing others, and helping himfelf,
upon occafion; In like manmer did we
fubmit to the wife difpofing hand of God,
it's not to fay, what knowledge we might

gain of God aud of o felves, what Cor.
dials
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dials he has for his afflicteq ones, what
Corruptions are in our own hearts, esg,
which might be no fmall profit both in oy

~own ‘Cafes, and our Brethren’s, fce
2Cor. 1.4.

Thirdly, and Laftly, We had need | |

had we not? To be Accomplifht men;

Now, hear St. James, inthe |. 4. Le
Pasience have her perfect work , that ye may
be perfeit an

d entire , wanting nothing. An
tmpatient Man is, as I have faid, an Im.
perfect Man ; Patience do’s much towards

the accomplifhing of us, and whether we

be generally or {pecially confidered s and |

1. Generally,
Race that is fet b
Heb. 12,1,

I have alread

- ther do well,
1t, ¢

2. Specially, I mean, in fych and fuch
a ftatjon and Relation ; For,

»I. How will publick Perfons do with-
out Patience ? You know what’s faid of a’

for we are to run the
efore us with Patience,

y thewed, that we can ne.
nor fuffer well without

and’U fefulne[s o Patience. 29
their Minifters?  Lauther faid thfi, Pmatl:-
»' are eft deritare -~ Vo Preach s tn getthe
ffll will of the World. Yea, b;ur.l’atxex:ic_?
- isa good digefter of di\i;com-.tel_zcs;i :fc Oln. .v
1' ‘ 5. #idedw Juxie it 15 thi .
| cog{?gee ggﬁty of the Soul, asonef{ayes
coe“ And, my Brethren, whilc Godly
l‘\N/Iini"&ers, have fuch need of Patience:
How, I pray, would Faithful Magxﬁrﬁtes
' do without it ? For, do not Men hate
' him that rebuketh in the Gate ? An;los 5
10. Unrighteoufnefs has fo many follow-
ers and Fricods, Ob, the Opprej]?»jt t.ch;:
frauders - there are in the World, t ab]th
ftice is fure of Encimnics not a few > 0
Peter and Fude do fpeak of dngmtﬁm; gmg
evil fpoken of , 2 Pet. 2. 10. Fu: e'd. v.
Tea, fayes the oneg, the)l are mot gfrgz :ﬁ
[peak. evil, theSword of the Mouth Wd
adventure upon’ktge xpouth of the Sword.
or Publick Perfons.
Th;].s fPatiencc is alfo very neceflary for
Private, whether

1. They be Servants, for many Mafters,

Minifter, in 2 79, 2. 24. The Ser-
vantof the Lord muft not fbrive » but be Pa.
tient 5 who finds not by expericnce, that
People will hear of any thing rather than
their fins? And from any, rather than .

their

1 are ill to deal
s I have been fpeaking, are i
::Vith, fo very ill to pleafe, as a Scrvant
cannot pleafe them with well doing, .1 Pet.
2. zo, Or,
: any Fathers are provo-
2. Sons, for many oo
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king enough ; as the intimation is ftrong
in Eph.G.4. Nitimur in vetitum. Alss,
ungodly Fathers, that could like their
Children better if they were not fo we
given. Unthrifty Fathers, that fpeng)
what Children get, and Drink what they!
fhould Eat. Or, : ;
3. Wives, for many Husbands are bit
ter cnough, Col. 3. 19. bitter in looks,
Language,, Carriage, being hardly fo
much as bitter-fweets. Or,
_Lattly, to fay no more, Strangers, for
it’s no ftrange thing for Strangers to be
ftrangly ufed; we fpeak very properly,
when we fay of frangers , Thar they are
far from their Friends.

the Game. See Gen.19.9. Let this fuf.
fice for Confirmation.
I procecd to a third, which will be the
laft branch of the Amplification ; to wit,
Vindication, or freeing of the DoCrine

: Cocks on their
own Dung-hill commonly play Cocks of ;

from fuch Exceptions, as fome would take
toit; for, when I fay, Paticnce is Necd.

fulfer Gods People, they are readyto -

fay,

1. Why, tut Patie ce would Expofe ;
and they haveno need of that, are they
notalrcady injured an ) opp:efled enough?

. I

and U fefulne[s of Patience.

1 Anfwer.

1. That fome are indeed fo bafe, as to
abufe the Meeknefs of good men, even
as it is ordinary to go over at a low
place. But,

2. Their Redeemer is ftrong, the Lord
of Hofts is his name. See Pfal.76. 9. God
arofe to Judgment, to (ave all the AMeek, of
the Earth. Selah. .Mofes wasa very meek
man; Aaron and Afiram {pake againft
him, and behold, they were fodainly call'd
toaccount, Numb. 12.2.-- and where 4-
aron and Miram were Convented, how
thould others think to be Conniv’d at 2

Again, Gain-fayers fay.

But, Zeal, fure, rather than Patience
were needful for God’s People, being a
people, that cannot but be fenfible, what
Abeminations are ftirring in all Genera.
tions. ,
1 Anfwer. They have nced of both;
and both did meet in Mofes, whom 1 be-
fore mentioned 5 for,he, that was fucha
Lambin his own Caufe, did in the Caufe
of God approve himfelf a Lyon: witnefs
the bufinefs of the Calf, in Exod. 32.26.
Mofes, fais the Text, ffoodin the gate of
the Camp, and [aid, Who is onthe Lords fide?
lgt bims come unto me.

3. And

3"
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3. And Laftly ! They farther fay,. Pa-.
tience would but make mens word true, |
that fay, Suth, as go by the name of God’s j
people, are the Cowardlieft people in thei
world. o

I Anfwer. -

‘1. -That fome Men’s tongues are no

flander, Yea, it is weli known, who faid,

. Wonnto yonvwhen all mens (hall (peak well of '

yois. Luke 6. 26.

z. Not he, whom the World, but thie |-

Word commendeth, is approved, now.

what fais the Preacher? in Ecclef. 7.8. |

The Patientin Spirit, is better than the proud
sn Spirse. The Patient manis the bettet
man, whatever a Carnalift fais, or thinks!
Hirtherto by way of Amplification. 1go.
onto R

Application, and the Do&%ge;will: be.
diverilie of Ufe. And, R

1. By way of o

Inflruition, and Information. [ Thefe
two I put together, becaufe, as you'l per-
ceive, 1 fhall bring them forth under one
and the jsme Particle of Tranfition. ]

If this be thus, That Patiznce is Need-
ful for God’s people. Then we learn,

1. What a variety there is amongft Ne-

- ceffaries ' We ufe to tell of Neceffaries, |
and |

and Ofefulnes of Ritiente. 33
and Necéfaries, and- we do well; forfo
doth the-Apoftle, -in Famer 2. 15,16.. If
s Brother or. Sifter be naked and deftiture of
daily Faods: and oneof you fay unto them, be
you* warmed and filled, na_tfwitloﬂandingjou
give them not thofe things-which %re ‘fg‘ea'ofr'[.”
to the Body, what doth it 'profir_ 271t ‘cannot
be denyed, but tharyizdnive need of Food

‘and Raiment; vica, but'we have alfomiced

of Patienccé, The things needful to'the
Bodsy are neither the onely, nor efpecially
nieedful things. S
*~ The Soul excels the Body far enough,

* and therefore Soul-neceflaries are thie.chief
neceflaries. My Brethren, to hear world.

lings talk,-and fee how they walk, amap
would think there were no necflaries; bt
what the vile Body had'need of ; but,alas,
“thdt’s all the wit the World has.” « "
2. “We'Learn, Of . what Importance
Patience is ; for who but judges fo of o-
ther neceffaries? It is one of his Imppftures,
who deceiveth the whole World; ‘to per.
fwade us, if he could, thatno great reck-
oning is to be made of Patience, for ei..
ther there will be no ufe for it, or no'ad-
vantagebyit. And firlt, fayes he, likely
no Ufe: for what? Do’s not God love his
People?- Ard will not Love look to them,
o D that
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that no evil fhall befail them? Such a
-Temptation, as this, David fcems to have
been over-taken with, in Pfil. 30. 6
7. 1 fasdin my Profpirity, I (hall never be

moved ; Lord, bythy Favour thou haft made

wy Monmpain to ftand strong.

it s indeed true, that God's favour to

his People s wdssiul, paffing the love

cither of Menor Won.en. But it s alfo .

true, that whom the Lora Js~veth, he cha.
fteneth, and thorough much tiitlation
we muft enter into his Kingdom, Heb. .12.
6. God had one Son without Sin, bu't
what Son without forrow. ;

2. Sayes the Tempter, f{uppofe Ufe,
vet what Advantage could Patience be of?2

The burden will be found upon your back,

bear it as you will or can.

Grant that, vyet the Proverb’s well
known, Whas Remedy but Patience? Such
a confefled Remedy Patience is; neither

thall I fpare to fay, that while a Patient
Man has but one burthen upon his back; |
an impatient man has two, both his afflict.

ionand his fin: Yea, and impatience helps

on the Affiétion, even as a Man that wran-

gles with his Load, gets a galled back by
the fhift. And again, Impatience is fo
far from ridding of one AffliCtion, as it

pro-

and U fefulnefs vf Patience: 35
procures more and greater, Limed Birds
the more they ftir, the more they are en-

tangled. S
Laitly, we learn, what due matter of

Labour, Prayer, and Praife Patience is,
for fo, you know, arc other neceffaries.
And firft, of Labour, durum telum Necef-
fitas, Need makes the Naked to fpin;
thefe hands have miniftred unto my. Ne-
ceflities, faid Paul, Atks 20.34. Necef
fitybasno Law. Thus it is with us concer-
ning outward Neceflaries, rather than
want, Labourand mcan Labour {hallnot
be wanting. Oh then, what pains thould
be took about Spirituals? How diligent
ought we to be in the ufe of means for ad-
vance of Patience? Needful Patience?
Thus for Labour.

2. As for Prayer, our Lord hath taught
us, in Mat. 6. 11, Tobegonr dasly Bread,
and accordingly we do not content our
felves, [ and we do well ] for the obtain-
ing of ‘Food and Raiment,to pull our hand
out of our Bofome, put our hand to the
Plough, but we alfo lifr up our hands with
our hearts, and labour to draw down a
Bleffing upon our Labours, and indeed the
Blefling of the Lord, it maketh Rich, as
Selomor Emphatically exprefleth ir, in

D=2 Proy.

R4
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- Prow. 10. 2. Benedittio Domins 1pf4 ditd-
bit. Now, what? Do we goto Gou it
the things necdful to the Boay ? and {hull
wenotcry? and cry mightily for grear:r
matters ?  Greater Neceflaries?  And, n
particular, this ncedful Patience 2 tce
Mat. 6. 33.
of Patience ? $o his Title is, in Rom. 1%.

'?.\ atd prayand weep over that poor p:t-
ance of Patience, whichas yet we have

gained ? and fay, Lord, thou that fup-

plyeft my other needs, giving me Meat to
eat, and Raiment to puton, fupply, oh,
fupply me with this Grace of Patience,

Thus for Praver.

Thirdly,& Laftly,as for Praife. Why,my
Brethren, we give God thanks for other
Neceflaries, and do judge it a fin & {hame
foranynotfotodo. Yea, let buta Man
like unto our felves, who without Geod
could do nothing for us;help usin our need,

fit usin our need,and oh,how thankful can |

webe! The needfulnefs then of Patience
muft needs be a great Obligation to thank-
fulnefs, thae the Lord has been gracioufly
pleafed in any meafure to approve himfelf
untous, andin us the God of Patience.
Yea, and now when I fhall thew you,
How thankful fome have been in thehb?}
: ha

Shall we not go tothe Ged -

and U fefulue[s of Patiemee. 37
half of ‘othiers, it will be very confequen-
tial, what thanks every good man is bodind-
to reo‘er for himfelf,  See 1 Thef. 1.
2, 3. ‘Wegive thanks to God alwayes for yon
all - - remembring without ceafing your work
of Faith, and Labour of Love, and-Pati-
euce of Hope. Hitherto the firft Ufe.

The Doctrinc is profitable as to inftruct,
fo alfo to : ' | g
. Rebuke, forif this be thus , That Pati-
ence is needful for God’s People ; then
what blame is juftly the Portion, : 7 -7
" 1. Of Carnal Pcople? Upon twé ‘dcs’
counts ; the one is A/perfing, and the other”
is Abufing of God’s People’s Patience;
and, .- .,. PR
‘1. Afperfing of it; For who upbraids
others’ with neceffaries in other Kinds?
Yea, they fay, it’s a-well-frored Houfe ;
and yetthefe men have no good word for:
a well-ftored Heart, -and'with rcference:
partictlarly unto Paticncés “this in théir
mouths- is no better-than Cowardife] “da-
ftardlinefs , dulnefs.” As upon the-one-
hand they call evil good;; and fo Rage is
accounted Courage,Contentioufnefs Man:
linefs ; foupon the other and for beeh woe
be them, Efay, 5.20. They call good evil
and o, the poor in Spirit are thought buy
D 3 ooy
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poor Spirited.  Yea, butas St. Perer faid,
in Ats 2. 14, 15.. Thefe are not drunken, as
ye [appufe; fo may I fay, thefe arenot
daftardly, Cowardly, as ye fuppofe; no,
no,.but they are a People, whom the
Godof Patience hath had a bleffed work
on, they once were fuch Furiofo's, def-

perado's, as younow are; but God hath

altered them, tamed them; and two
things let me tell you, :

. ¥ That fuch as thefc have Chrifts good
Word, though they have not yours, and
he is Judge, not. you. Bleffed ave the Foor
. Sprst, fayeshe, Mar. §5.3. How can
you think to-anfwer the Judge at hiscom-
ing, you that are quite of another Judg-
menc 2 ¢ R

: 2. It cannot but be dangerous.to Re-
proach God’s Workman-fhip. He is the
God of Patience;, and ishe of it, and will
he not be foric?  Solomon, in Prov. 14, 31.
makes an hainous matter of it, Zo Re-
proach the Poor mans Muker 5 1 may apply

it with advantage to the Poor tn Spirit.

Asyou are pitiful Creatures that cannot
endure the new Creature, fo as Imperill'd,

The Greator will reckon with you I warr

ant you. .
. 2. Carnal People are culpable upon aﬁxo-
. ther

and Vfefulnefs of Patience. 39

ther account, andthatis -
Abufing of God's Pcople’s Patience.
The Scarr Crow not ftirring, the Birds are
bold, aiter a while, to alight on it, and
defile it; and fo the men of the World
obferving God's People to be a Bearing
Pcople take courage to lay load on them ,
to fay , and do their pleafure to thems
Gods arifing, of which youread, in Pfal.
=6.9. To [ave the meek , implics as much :
A bafe parc this is, for who would not
count him an unworthy man, that pro-
vok’d one, who were bound to the gaod
behaviour? 1 Fhef* §.14. and as it isa
bafe part, fo alfo an unfafe; for God," as
you have heard, willarife ¢o fave the mieek.,
Meele Mofeshad God for his Champion,
Numh. 12. 3. Their Redeemer is ftrong,
too ftrong for their Oppreffors. Thus for
carnal People. o |
2. Patience being fo needful as it is,the
People of God are to be blamed, whoever
among them are negleciful of what’s fo
ncedful ; yea, for do they fo by other ng-
ceffaries? Things needful to the Body,,
they have a care both to ufe them, as they
have occafiop, and as they have opportu-
nity to increafe them; and L
1. To ufe them, they need no bidding.
D4 1o
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to take Meat . Wﬁéﬂ they are huﬂgl'Y:‘“

Drink," when'they are thirfty ; “and yet |

how often db goop ‘men, when ‘they are |

provoked, forget to have Patiénce. - Job}

for the main, ‘Wwas @ pattern'of Patience,

Fames’s. 11. afid yei fometimes he broke
out-fudly, witoéfs'the 3. of ‘Jobl5; 3" Ler

f’.?ifﬁdjgpeziﬂj,-’ wheresn I was born, and the

D3ghe, inwhich 3t was [aid thevi i a Man.
Child Conceived. Y ea,;whit is that he faith;
it the' 8. verled” Lit thews curfe it thiat cirfs
the day; in tHE bitterncfyof his ‘paflion he
ot onely curféth'it hirgfelf, Bue calleth t6
others to curfe it : " good men-ate like'lig bt

Gold; muft have'thieir grains'of Allowance]
or ‘not"pafs.: “In"many things wé ‘offend -

ally"and'as to - ‘this' pdtticular of brdaki g

ouit, "who- has ifot fallen with Job #:Buf,
my Brethren; dowe rife with b2 I'¢ould

in feveral places thew you his RetraGions;
obk where arewlirs 2 See to 'fob: 5. &42.
6. This for Ufing, Th¢n, @~ ;%

2. As to Incréafing. The ‘Proverb is,

Storeisno foar 5 and we Plough and Sow, .

though we have never fo much Corn and
Bread ‘under our' hatids.
and Flax, be‘the Wardrobe never fo full;
But gre we fuch Promoters of Patience,

Needful Patienée ? Do we labour & Spiri-

tual

We feeck Wool

“and b

~mal‘."b~fcfﬁlmf:‘ of ‘Patiente. B}
fual Augmentation ? Labour and Pray,and
Weep tobe ftrengthined untoall Patience?
This, you may well think-, would ‘well

pleafe.the'God of Patience, well ‘agree

with the word.of his Patience, and well
fuit with:the hour of Temptation, Rev.38
10. But oh, alas, do’s not rathcr;yqur{
heart dnd-mind {mite usiat the mention o
this:? : Come; let us {mite.upeu ou r,fl"-hxglzi
and (ayy:wbavihave 1 done? :w hvgts!hay.'e‘.,‘
faid # This by way of: chmofé.- st
The Dotrine is of u{fc, as to ;In[’cx:il&
and Rebuidey foralfotosd £ savuingel
anthof;, go(r if this be fg,az;thaE ':DQQ»-
tine! isrneegful for: @m%s;-‘:k?qupla 3 Hmv
then fhkildithe: Peoplecof iGyd : be -dealt
with; andrasthofe:thaf. hadwadenfe of (N -

) A 3 . e, - A AT
cefliries; to have aicargiof Patience sYed,

how:{lrould: they be exhorted therejo; - nog
onely sfo vgenerally confidered’, butaifof
more éfpedially; . a :requﬁ'fy'aﬁ',' ( ‘{?‘di.f’?oi:
leaftly; ). to Ordef, .and Age%: achrdl’rtga
ly as Jifhall thew anon‘frqn}',thc Scleptgm&
to make the: fpéciﬁcatioh:-andiﬁppllcaﬂ@f}i

et S : ,ﬂt:«“ii‘l‘:.
.. t.-More Generally:confidered; acgor-
ding toithat;sin Heb.: 12+ Y. - Let. t aut
with Rasiengetbe Race thats: [etbefore ...
wFor cartying on this z:Exhgr;ta.tng:&bQ
mote,

®
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more, asl coula defire, to Edification, ¥

fhall fpeak fomething in a moving way, -

and fomething ina DireCing.

- Moving. . 1.. And becaufe the Motives

will benany, I'le Labour to be Orderly,

and reducealtffhall fay, unto two heads,
to wit,

“Patience, and Impaticnce ; for there is
fo much to be faid for the one, and againft
the other as ferves much to advance the
care of Patience. For,

. I Asto . ,

Imparsence; 1 have many things to tell
youof it, as, .

- 1. How proud and prefumptuous it is,
asis plain by the oppofition, in Ecclef. 7,
8. The Patsent in* Spivit is better than the
Proud in Spirie. Impatience, turned God-
wards, fers up an Anti-Providence, as if
we. know better than he, how matters
fhould be ordered, and is not this Super-
lative Pride # Turned Man-wards, fets up
felf, asif there were none like us, and that
we might well think to fare better than any
elfe; and 1snot this notorious Pride ?

- 2. How foolifh and vain it is, everr as
we ufe tatell of a prowd Fool, for an lmpati.
ent man, befides that he forgets his di-
ftance, whercas another could fay, 1 was

‘ dnmb,

and U [efulnefs of Fatience. 43

b. 1 opened not my mouth,. becaufe thox
ZIIZZ};:, praff 39.9. Whatgetshebyit?
Do’s he get deliverance by Impatience?
Patichce were the way to delive-

Na way
ranzz'; ,hear‘St, Percry, 1 .Pct..‘ 5. ‘6.
Humble your Jelves under the mighty band of

God, that be may exalt yon i due time. You
have not forgotten, what was faid of the
imed Bud.” |
Lm’i‘hirdly, and Laftly, How feeble and
unfit for bufinefs it is, .for, as you havcﬁ
heard, It és in Patience; that we poffefs our
Souls, Luke.21. 19, Impaticnce puisout,
2 mans €yEs, {tops h.xs ears, cox)f_ound.s:hxg
Counfels, makes him for the time little
better than a mad man, if iteven fteal not
away the man, andlay a Beaft m.ghé
room: Irafuror breviseft. "You have the
Motives with the firft referedice. 7
Having heard whatis to be faid agax_‘nﬁ
Impatience, hear me now for -
" Patienve, and here I have two Motives,
to prefent youwith, - |
" God’s Hanaur, _
Yourown Good. . .. -
1. Asyou tender God’s Henour, have,
a care of Patience, for it is Paticnce that.
do’s honourably acknowledge Him, as,
3. With refpet to his Soveraignty and
' ~ Autho-
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Authority. ‘Asyou may fee by that Pati.
cnt fpeech of Eli in 1 Sam. 3.18. It isthe

Lo7d, Impatience is proud, as 1 have thew.

ed, but Patience knows her diftance.

- 2. His Wifdome, as we fee by the fame
Eli, Letbim do, what feemeth bim good. Not
what I'think beft, but what the only wife |

God fees beft, is the voice of Patience
. 3. His Goodnefs, as E/; again thews us,
Let him do what [eemeth bim good. As who
thould fay, he will doall things well.”
Laftly. His Truth, as we may farther
perccive by tieTime words, Let him do---
Isit notasifhehad faid, 1 dare trut him
touching what he’l doy He'l'do nothing
but well, I know. I
1. Asyou'regard your own good, have
a care of Patience, for that Patiehice is for
~your Credit. 7" e
"1. Byit you fhallobtain a good report,
even as you have hieard of the ‘Patience of
Fob, Jams §. 11. This puta Perfume into
his name, which do’s hold to this day.
And what isthat vouread in 2 7hef. 1. 4.
We sur [elves gloryin you in the Churches of
God for your Patience. Mark, We onr felves.
Such as arc of note, fhall take notice of
you, and to have the good word of the
eminently-good, how good is it? and fo
good

and Ufefulve[s of Batiemee. A4S
good aword too? We g_107 in you. Anhigh
{train of Commendation! Yea, and -this
alfo amongft thofc, that know what’s
what, We glory in you, in the Churches of
God.
2. Inthe Exercife of Patience you fhall
fhew Prudence; andisnot thisa Credit?
Yea, for on the contrary,.to play the fool

"+ isaifgraceful.lt is the Patient man that, as

you have heard, 1s his own man, Laske21.
19. that knows his diftance, 1 Sam. 3. 18.
that puts himfclfinto the way of deliver-
ance, 1 Per. §.6. and fundry other points
of Wifdome I might mention.

3. Patience manifcfts firength, which
is alfo a credit : for totell of a weak man
is a diminution. The Apoftle,as you know,
fpeaks of bemng ftrengthned unto all Pati.
ence, Col. 1. 11. Patienceis not a weak-
nefs in us, as I have formerly faid. Por.
ters, that bear grear burdens, are Robuft
men. -

Laftly, To Patience belongs not only
frength, but Conqueft; and Conquerors
want no honours. A Patient man,

1. Overcomes himtelf, fee Prov. 16.
32. and what a gallant viCtory this is, is
vifible in the bafe flavery, that loading
lufts have men in, and the Devil at the

back
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back of thofe lifts, Eph 4. 26, 27:

© 2. Bidsfair towards the conquering of
Enemies : witnefs the Apoftles Phrafe, in
Rom. 22.ult. Overcome evil with good. he
had faid, Avenge not your felves, but ra. .
ther give place unto wrath, He now fais,'
‘Be not overcome, but overcome — The |
Patient — bencficent yet the day with.
out ftriking a blow, befiold a dry Victory, .

Again, As Patience is for your Cre
dit. So, _

2. For your Comfort. For,

1. Weare doing our Duty the whiles,
and are we not blefled in our deed? Yes,
in, as well as after, Jam. 1.25 Pfal.19.11,

2. Weareinthe way of the Promife,
and that’s a Comfortable way, fure! See
Mat. 5. 3. Bleffed are the poor in Spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven. Allo v,

5. Blefed ave the Meek_, for they fhall inhe-

rit the Earth. 1f Earth, if Heaven, if either, |

if both be any comfort to hear of, the Pa-
tient man may be comforted. -

3. Weare writing after excellent and

encouraging Copies; and they were fet

forthat. Benoe [lothful, fais the Apoftle, }
in Heb. 6. 12. but followers of them, who |

thyoush Faith and Patience inberit the Pro-

mifes. AsIhave alrcady fad, It's good
follow-

and Vfefulnefs of Patiense. 3y
following them, that havelead to Heaven.
Laftly, - Weavoid and prevent a great

deal of Sin, and that’s a comfort, efpegi-

ally the Pollutingnefs of fin confidered. I
have fhewed, what a Mother fin Impati-
ence is, and thercfore happy are they that
can be Paticnt, yea, that they may not
be {o peccant. The Plalmift, 1 Pfal. 19.

'13. and be was a godly wife man, took great

content in being 1onocent.

Again, AsPatience is for your Credit,
and Comfort : So, '

3. Foryour Profit. For,

1. ItisaReward.

You remember the. Proverb, I fpake of,
What Remedy but Patience ? and have not
forgotten the words of our Saviour, Iz your
Patience poffe(s ye your Sowls. Poffefs —
AffliGions are hard meat, but Paticnce a
good digeftor. AffliCtion a fore Burden,
but Patience a good Porter. One calls Pa-
tience a Paring-knife, which cuts the crofs
lefs, and lefs, tillit comes to nothing al-
moft. Compares it to Bresd and Salt,
which we cannot make one good Meale
without. , '

2. Asitis, fo it has a Reward; and
both here, ard hercafter; and,

1. Here, accord:ng to thar, which I

have
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have -already fpoken of , in Adat. 5. §.
“Bleffed are the meek_, for they (hall Inberit the
Earth. Carnal People thuk, that it g
Man be a Wild Man, he {hall withina
while, have nothing left him; yca, but:
fuch may hope to be Inheritors, which '
is an honourable fort of Havers. There|
isno lofs by Patience; no, the Lord will
look to that. Hear meek Duvid,in2 Sam, 1
16. 12. It may be, the Lord will look_on mine
. Affitbion , and requite me good for his Cur-
fing this day ; even as our Children exped,
when others wrong them, that we make
them amends.

». Hereafter, refume that 5. of Jdat,
now at the 3. v. Bleffed are the Poor in
Spirit, for theirs isthe Kingdom of Heaven,
An excemplification of thisis in He-.6.2.
Be ye followers of them, who through Faith
and Patience Inherit the Promsfes. Some are
now in poffeffion of that juy and glory,
which others may expe¢t. You know,
my Brethren, how we reccive and wel.
come a Friend, that comes tous out of 2
tedious Journey, or tempeftuous Voyage;

we take him to be a good Friend, and call ‘

for the beft things in the Houfc; Judge |
then, how our dear Lord and Father will !

Entertain a Child, that comes out of great
tribula.
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tribulation. 1 have done fpeaking in-a
Moving way, and goon to fpeak in.a . -

Direéting ; for I prefume, that you are
by this time ready to ask me , wherein
confifts our care of Patience?

I Anfwer. Inlooking to the foundnefs,
alfo the free courfe and Increafe of it. And,

1. Soundnefs, That we be, as isrequi-
red in 77t. 2. 2. Sound in Pasience ; Sin-
cere, not Hypocritical ; and now for bet-
ter difcerning the Truth of Patience; I
I offer thefe Charaters and Tryals.

1. Patience fuppofes a ftate of Grace,
fora Fruit of the Spirit it is, aad men
do not gather Grapes of Thorns, nor Figs
of Thiftles, Gal.5.22. Either make the
Tree good , or the Fruit cannot be good..
No Saint, no Patient man, another may be
dull, may be fill -.- but a Saint s patient,

2. Patience, as it comes from God, fo
it moves towards God. Dominus eff, faid
Patient £li, It is the Lord, in1 Sam. 3.
18. Andfo it was God’s Hand that ftopt
David's mouth, in Pfal. 39.9. A Natural
Man may for one fincere end or another be
ftillin the evil day, butit’s the Lord the
thought of him, fear of him, that binds
a good man to the good abearing. o

3. As Patience looks at the Lord, foit

E limits
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limits him not ; Let him do, (aith Eli, what
[eemeth bim gaod; 1 Sam.3.18. The Pati-
ent lay all at God’s feet, put all into this
Hands, proclaim a Frecedom to him, as
being perfwaded of his Widom, that he
knows what's beft; and of his Truth and
Goodnefs, that he will do that. Patience
dare truft God, and thercfore refts in God.
4. As Patience lovks upward,, fo alfo

inward;mot onely hasa carc of she Tongue,

hut-efpecially of the Heart; and fo you
vead, in that often-cited, Like 21.19. Of
poffeffing the Saul in Patience ; 8. Natural
man may for fimfter ends, as.l: have been
faying, bite in his. pain or prefure, as
fome have done fometimes, but as on¢
fays well, He'isina Fever all the while as
hot within, as cold without. ‘

. 5. Patience meekens us towards the
inftruments of our affliCtions, as we may
perceive by patient David, in2 Sam. 16.
19. So let bim carfe, faith he, besanfe the.
Lord bath [aid, curfe David. An lmpati-
ant man runs like the Dog, after the ftonc
that hit him , but the Patient confiders
the hand, thathuldit, and fo is mode-
rated,though he has no caufe to excufc evil
men, who think not of doing God Ser-

vice, butitisin their hearts to accomino-
datc

oo
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dat® their Lufts, Cruelty,Covetoufnefs, ---
Efay 10.7. Yet when he confiders,they are
the Rods of God’s Amger, and the firft in
their hand is his Indignation, fo as the Af-
fli&ion comes not onely from them, he is
afraid of charging them too deep.

Sixthly , and Laftly. Patience tarries
Gods leifure for deliverance, according to
thatin Pfal. 37.7. Reft in the Lord, and
wait Passently for bim, as the believing, fo
the enduring make not haft. Thefe Pati-
ents and Worthics, in the little Book of
Martyrs, Heb. 11. Accepted not delive-
rance, upon Perfecutors terms.

2. Another point of our. care is feeing
to the free courfe, and increafe of it. And
thus we fhall approve our felves careful ,
if we watch againft the hinderances, and
unto the helps of Patience ; and,

1. Againft Hinderances, which are,

1. Pride, witnefs the Antithefis, in
Ecclef. 7.8. The Learned Annétators take
notice, that the proper Oppofition had-
been between Patient in Spirit, and hafty
in Spirit ; but the Preacher inftead of ha-
fty , [ayes Proud; to théw us, fay they,
that Patience is rooted in Humilicy. My
Brethren, if you would up, and on with
Patience, down with Pride. Mortifie this
Lutt carefully. L2 2.Co-~
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2. Covetoufuefs, as you inay ga?he’rv
from. ¥ Tim. 3. 3. Not greedy of filthy lucre,
but - Patient. Whenthe poor Debtor be-
fought, faying’, Flave Patsence with me ,
and T will pay thee all, the greedy Creditor
caft bim into Prifon till be fhould paythe Debe,

Mat; 18: 29, 30. Oh then Crucihie inor- -

dindte defire , “get your thirft after this
Worlds goods flacked, confider that , as
that is your good,” which does you -£vod 3
fo that is the good -which you do good
with: Down'with Avarice, a5 y:d would
up with Patience. - - RTINS I
3. Nicenefs, dilicatencfs, Paul ,that
dppeals to Timothy, todching his Patience,
2 Tim 3. 10.” Piofefles a great-deal: of

felt-denvaly in- Afts 20: 24. None of - thefe |

thirgs move me; faithhe, neither connt 1my
Life dear unto my [#lf. A nice delicate'man,
like itim in the *Book of - Martyrs,, that
faid, He could nor Burn. Any of thefe things
would havé trotbled his Patience. Oh
then let there not a niceling be found a-

mongus ; one;-that Idolizes Eaft, Weft,

{leeping in d-whole skin --- You cannot

think. upon occafion to poflefs your foul

in Patience, ifdelicatenefs poffefs you: 1
might have fpoken of mere impediments,
but I haften to Helps. And,~

1. As:

-

o : N Lo
and O [efulnefs of Patience. . %3
1. Asagreat help,t'odl’.aticnce;i 1 would
advife God’s People to be very Prayeiful s

 after the example of the Apoftle, in Col. Y.

9- t 1. We donot cedfe'to_ Pray for you, that
ye ‘might be ftrengthned unto all” Paticnce.
Prayer+is of grect Power, and God, Hi

isthé'God of Patience., Go to God there:

fore, that Patience may have her perfe&

work. The Apoftle went to him forothers,
go you for your felves,

2, Tadvife to be, Praifeful as well as
Prayetful. Take the Apoftle agaiti’ for an
Examble;in 1 The[ i.2,3. We give thanks
80 (7od always for you — remembring without

ceafing your work, of Fasth , ;tnd_'{olzéhif"of

‘Love,” and "Patsence of ~ hope. Gratidtnm
aftio ad plus dandum inviratio. I hank(gi-
ving is an artificfal Begging;a man that fais.
to his. Friend, T thank your laft kindiefs,
makes*fairway for that not to be the laft,

Accorﬁlngly did we ' thankfully acknow-
ledg, what God has alreddy done forusin

point’of Patience, elfe at fuch a time when

men fo' provok’d us, ‘we had ‘not "put

it up: And. at fuch'd 'time when the

Lordfo" afflited us’ we had broke our.
more than we' did ; ‘we “might hope, ‘that
the God of. all. Grace, would give us
more of this.” Col g, 67 =7 T 7

H - IA E 3

I lad
1

3. .My
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3. My Advife is, that, we fearch the
the Scriptures: for do we mnot read, in
Rom. 1§ 4. of the Patience of the Scrip-

tures? ative, (ais Pavews upon the place;

becaufz the Dodrine of the Scriptures
ferves much for the Patienting of us. The
Pracepts, Praecedents, Promiles, with o-
ther things there recorded, confidered.

4. Letus walk with God, for Adofes
endured, as feeing him, who is invifible,
Heb. 11. 27, Will a Child cry that has
his Father withhim? No, though he go.
through thedark : Will a Souldier grum.
ble to go upon hot fervice that has his Cap-
tain with him?

5. Look unto Jefus, Confider him, that
endured, Heb. 22.1—- Yea for,

1. Whoare we in Comparifon of him?
Well may we fuffer, and Patiently, when
He was fo bearing, Afat. 10. 24, 25.

2. What are our {ufferings, incompa-
vifon of his # Why! Not Chipps to His
Crofs! He Endured, fais the Apoftle, fuch
Contradi¢tion, Heb. 12. 3. Such indced,
as was never heard of, his own Harmlefs-
nefs and Holinefs, and his Contradi(ters
Vilenefs, and Wickednefs being thought
at.

6. Be cloathed with Humility ; for you

‘ remem.
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remember from Ecelef. 7. 8. whawan enc-
my to Paticacc Pride is. An Humble man
foeks not great things for himfelf ; yea fegs
and fais himf{elf lefs than the leaft of Mer-
cies: aud therefore if he be brought low,
why, he that was before come down in his
own apprehention, will better abide to
come dgayn by change of Condition, Ges.
32. 10.%An Humble man thinks not great
things of himfclf, yea he knows, and a¢-
knowledges many things amifs in him, and
therefore if he be berated, and reviled,
why, he that was wont to Avile himfelf,
will matter Reviling lefs, and fay withia
himfelf, What would thefe men fay, if
they knew as mnchas Ido? 1 Cor.15. 9.
cum Eph. 3.8. 4
7. Live Soberly. Add, fais St. Peter, in
2 Pet. 1.6, to Temperance Patience. Yca,
Temperance makes fair way for Patience;
whereas on the other hand, Drunk onc
way, and Drunk two; the wet Drunken-
nefs, and the dry do ufually meet. A man
that’s overfeen with Drink, how aptishe

to be overfeen with Paffion? Who hath

Counteations ? faith Solomon, in Prov. 29.
29, 30. They that tarry long at the Wene.
Bacchus ad armavelat, ftrong drink is ra-
ging. As then you would be Patient, be
Temperate, E 4 8, Fol-

-
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‘them, Tohavea Law of Patience, ufing
thefe two " | S
* Matives, Oneis the Occafion they may
bave fori. Theother is' the Impreflion it
may have. And, ~ N
.. 1. The Qccafion they may have: and.e-
pecially thefe things confidered. :
he Unprofitingnefs they may dif-
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SP'oﬂow TLove: for Charity fuffers {
“loflg, 1'Cor.'r'3. 4. bearsall things, ver. 7. f
Lf)\Ve has broad ﬂ'lOll’dCrS_. W’Ould "'You :
“thn gboud in Patience ? abound i Love, |
- o." And Latly, Confider the end of. the |
" Lird, Jam.'s. 11 cum 10. Fob’s Paticnt |
“fufferings had'a’blefled Ifues The Lord
“bleffed the later'end of Job more

@ the later ena gn bis be- 1. T t )
ginning. 1f 'the Root was bitt 5 yet the | . cern. Before 1 touch this point,, and but

Fiuit was fweet.” Let then thi¢ Confidera-
tion bfthe Firvit; ingratiate the Root. You
fhall neverhavecaufe to. Repént your Pa-
tience. Thus the general Exhortation is

difpatched ; now remains, " *+

- Th'e SP'ECib;]:oﬁ;; : ! ;;_‘ T A :5, )

" Which will concern,
_Either Order, R

o Ol‘“AgC. “‘And’* cheslavids

Sy, Order; AR LI M B

: Andfo CIthCI” L 5’*’:‘{“3 e

Men Olegh, B S SR Y : 4,
Or Low Degree. And, ~ 7.7
1. Of High, according to that; in

2 Tim. 2. 24 The Servant of the Lord, the

Man of God; that is, as appears by ~Co.

hirence, muft not fbrive, butbe Patient.

I thall according to this Specification di-

rect my Speech-io this Sectiot; ‘unto
-~ Miniffers, and-lgbour ‘te"prevail -with
B “ them

/

touched, this bemng the intended place for
handling of it. 1t do’s trouble a School-
mafternot a little, when his Scholar bene-
fits not; but one day comes, - and. another

‘goes, and he rather go’s.Backward than

forward: and fo the Mafters of Aflemblies,
Oh! how they have laid toheart the fuc-
cefsfulnefs of their Labours! I faid,fais
Haiah; in-Ifa..49.4. Lhbave lakoured invain,
Thave fpent my frengeh far nought, ‘and. in

.wain. | have -»— I have—— The Ingcmi-

nation favours of AffeGion. It is report-
ed.of Melantthon that hé thought at firft,
it was not poffible, people .{hould with-
ftand the evidence of the Gofpel: butaf-
ter he had been a Preacher a while, he
complained that old Adum* was too hard

* for.young Melantthon. yea, both young

Timothys, and aged Pails have caufe e-
nough of complaint.-But yet within com:
'pafs of Patience, For, 1. Paul
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‘& ‘1. PaulPlants, and Apollas Waters, bt
it is God that giveth the inceeafe, 1 Cor. 3.
6. The Blefling isin his hand, not ours;'
and who fhall fay to him, Whatdoeft
thou ? cannot we be content to follow our
work, and leave Histo Hum ? |

2. Though Ifrael be not gathered, yet k
{hall a Faithful Mimfier be glorious ——

“Ilfa.49. 5. Weare 1o God a {weet Savor
of Chrift inthem, that are faved, andin
them that perith. fais the Apoftlein 2 Cor.,
2.15. God will reward his Minilters not
according to Iffue, but Induftry.

Again, WHat occafion Mmifters may
have for Patience: appears, as by the Un-
profitingnefs they may difcern. So,

2. By the Unkindunels they may meet
with, It do’s trouble Parents not a little,
when Children, that they put into their
Bofome, creep ou: at thair Slecve: and
Judge you my Brethren, with what a
gricved heart Pau/ fpake what hedid, in |
2 Cor. 12. 15. The more abundantly [ love |
you, the lefs I am loved: and that, in |
Gal. 4. 15. Where s the bleffednefs you |
[pakeof # who that had heard, what the |
people fometimes faid, \We may blefsthe -
time that ever Paul came amongft us:
would ever have thought, that good m;n, |

that
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that fweet Minifter thould havelived to
have feen the day in which he fhould have
been occafioned to Interrogate, Where
25 the bleffednefs you [pake of ? Alas, their
Language, and Carriage was much alte.red
from what it had been : and that, which
befcl o Eminent an Inftrument, who can

romife himfclf excmption from? yea,
who that's wife, will not rather bethink
him what there is to qualific, and pacifie
in fuch a cafe as that. That a prudent Nurfe
looks not for her Wages at the Child’s
hand, but the Parents. Indeed the little
ene do’s now and then gratifie her with a
kifs, witha fmile : but oftner requites her
witha cry, a wrangle; yea but- fhe well
confiders, that Father and Mother will
do all things fair, And fo a good Minifter’s
Judgment is with the Lord, and his Work
with his God, Ifa.49.4. God knows,
and God will acknowledge, ard God will
gracioufly recompence.

2. Thata Prudent Nurfe do’s confider
the Child’s prefent Diftemper, and in-
ftead of wrangling when it wrangles, la-
bours the reftoring of it. Oh, fais fhe, this
Child was not wont tobe fo very trouble-
fome, fomewhat certainly aileth it, I

would [ knew what were good for it. It’s
. nog
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notto fay, how people may be diftemper-
ed, and their diftemper alter thein; Buz{
who is not aware, how rthat the Apoftle
applics himfelf unto fuch with Patience, ;
yea with tendernefs, calling them Chil.|
dren, little Cliidren, his lirtle Children,
and profefhing his Care and Pains ftill for'
them? inGal. 4. 19. cum 135.

Again, What occafion Minifters :nay
have for Parience is too too mauifeft,

3. By the Perfecutions may bef-! them,
For,

1. An Arch-enemy to a paii:ful power.
ful Miniftry Satan is, as St Paul found by
expericnce, witnefs his reportinthe Cafe,

in I Thef. 2. 18, We wounld have come to you,
even I Paulonce again but Satan hindered us,
had it been fome idle drunken fellow, that
had been going about fome naught }bu
finefs, the Devil would have been far from
hindering him but how fhouldth: Prince of
darknels skill of a burning thining candle?
2. Satan, thatis fo malicious himfelf,
worketh in the Children of difobedience,
Eph.2.2. and the Lufts of their Father |
they will do, John 8. 44. Prince of Dark-
nefs, and Chiidren of Darknefs, Old Ser-
pent, and Old Man do fearfully corre-
fpond ; fo as what Trouble the uEvil-oneé \
an
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4nd Evil-men can do, men of God may
fear, and the rather, if we confider, in the

Third place, Thar good. Mirifters op-
pofe themfelves to the power of Satan,
and practicc of ungodly men, vea, and fo
their Commiffion runs, in Aéfs 16. 17,
18. Now , I pray, how will the one like
it to have his Kingdom batter'd about hig
ears ¢ and the other to have Hell-fire flatht
in their Faces ¢ ® :

While a godly Minifter thinks of thefe
things he hagaiced to ruminate upon fuch
Patienting Confiderarions, as thefe. :

1. That thisis but Old-Ordinary, So
Perfecuted they the Prophets, Mat. g. 12
Perfecuted Minifters fare as did their Pre-
deceffors ; their betters fped no better , fo
asthey may well have Patience.

2. That both the roaring Lyon and the
Whelpsare in a Chain, and can do but
what God will fuffer them; and God is
Fasthful, whowill not (nffer bis Servantsto
fuffer above what they are able, 1 Cor.10.13.
cumRev. 2. 10.

Thirdly, and Laftly. Thatas their Suf-
fering may be great, fo their Reward will
not be little, Mar. 5. 12. Soasthey may
well cry out, with the Martyr, Hold ont
Faith and Patience, Thus far the firft Mo-

tive ;
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tive; the great occafion Minifters may !
have for Patience. Now follows the ‘ ,

2. Anditis the
Great Impreffion it may have ; or,,
What Paticuce may do; and both upon:
themfelves, {
And others. !

Themfelves firft.

For Patience will keep them to their
work, accordigg tothat, in 2 7im.2. 24,
2§+ The Servant of the Lord muft not firsve,
but be Patiens, in meeknfes, Z#m&ing thofe
that oppofe themfelves. A Patient, Meek
School-Mafter takes pains with an unto.
ward Scholar, whereas onc that is furious,

throws Book out of Hand, and Boy out
of School.

2. As for others; why?
" 1. It may ftop their mouths, who other-
wife would foon fay, They may Preach
Paticnce with fhame enough, for they
thew none.

fters give it, when they fay, and do not,
for Paftors fhould be patterns, 1 Pet.
5. 3. .
2. It guides their Hands, 1 mean, di-
rects their practice ; yea, both directs and

It were wifdome to cut off 'r
occafion, 2 Cor. 11, 12. Yea, but Mini- |
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be Enfamples to the Flock, as T was fay-
ing fiom that 1 Per. 5. 3. Itisnotenough
to heat a good Minifter, but People fhould
alfo heed him 5 it is not cnough to remem-
bera good $crmon, butthey thould alfo
look after the Exemplification, which is
indeed the Repetition.  Mark them which
walk fo as ye have as for an Enfample, faies
the Apcttle, in Phil. 3. 17.

Laitly, It may engage their Hearts ; the
Sick man is bound to love the Phyfitian,
that had Patience, when himfelf was frow-
ard enough ; the Scholar his Mafter, that
continued to teach him for.all his unpro-
ficience. In like manner thofe Minifters
indear themfelves much, that in all things
approve themfelves as the Minifters of
God ia much Patience, 2 Cor. 6. 4..

Having dealr with-men of High degree,
[ come now to fpeak to men of Low, and
asamongft men of High, I did offer the
Example of the Apoftle, fingle out the
Servant of the Lord; fo fhall I now clofe
with Men’s

Servants, treading that while St. Peter’s
fteps, in1 Per. 2. 18, 19, 20. Servames,
fayes he, be fubjett to jour Mafters with all
fear, mot only 1o the good.and gentle, bu: alfo

obliges; for God hath fet up Miniftersto | tothe froward , for this # thank worthy, if
be . . a

i

o v nar g+ i 20

=
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& man for- Confcience towsrd God enduyé
grief, (uffering: wrongfully: for wwhiat’ glor)
isit, if when yebe buffetved for your faults,

ye take it patiensly 2 But if when yedo wely ;

“and fuffer for it, ye 1ake it Patiently, this i
Acoeptable with God. ¥ or perfwading Ser-
vants to have a care of Patience, T fhall
ufe two o
Motivesy e

~ One is the'Occafion they may have for

.- Thi other; the Obligation: they-are i1

to it.. | : AT
- And firft, The Occafion Servants may
have for Patience ; yea, for. -0 = . .
1. AllMafters are not-alikes:fome in-
deed, asyot have heard, ourof: the fore-
cited Scriptures; T Pet. 2. 18, are:geod and
gentle, fo as their Servants may fay, A
Patrens an Deminim, we cannot eafilytell
whether we have a Mafter ora:Father.Such

an one was, Abrabam, in whofe thoughts, }
itwould. feem, it was, if he'hiad no Child |

of his own, to make his Servant his- Heir,
Gen. 15. 3. Yea, but other there are,that,
as the fame Peter peaks, are froward; ll
to pleafe, "ill-to deal with, as I fo:merly
faid, Mafters , that are W omen rather’
than Men for Chiding, and Jews' rathe!

.39 ‘ than

®
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thah Cliriftians for Burdening : “They cate
riot ‘how. little ‘2’ Servatit, has,” and’ how
muckhe does | Al
" 2: Some Mafters are riot onely froward,
butl[njp}rj‘qus; wrong-dders, fo as a Serd
vantumiay do well, and yet fuffer for it, as
the Apoftle puts the cafe, in that 1 Peri 2
30." M, Brethren , befides the micks and

tanits tlph}; Drankén debusiched Mafters bidve

for _their’ Réligions proféffing Servants; [ay:
sng, as Pharaoh fometimas, Te are ddle, Te
are jdle,. iherefore ye fayy let us gb, dnd dd

. Sicfifice to to the Lord, Exod. 5.17.11ay,.

befides the wrong fome Mafters do their
Servants;. as concetiing the generdl Gal-
lirig, ~tliéy, are injurious enough-in:order
tothé patticular.’ *‘Thus mady Apprefti-
ces-fuffer “oft ‘for their Apprehenfivenefs
and Ativenels; ‘their 'ill-minded Maftérs
feating’ they fhould "become Maftets'of
their Trade, ‘and fo'jn ‘time hindet*thiem;

AAAAA

do'ifi the mean tirme Hinder fuch Servints,
arid are angry, wheii‘they ¢annot hide thie
Myftery from them. - 'Alas, Parents’not
feldor make the’ Wolf Shepherd. Here
is'thé Patierice bothl of Patent and Child.
This for Occafion I &o°on to fpéak’' of
Ob]lgatlon,and“’ P U S S

* i ‘Let Servants thérmfelves Judge whes
+ ‘ F ‘ . . ‘

N

ther .
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ther Perfons of low degree fhould not |

have Patience , when Men of High, as
they have heard, arcto bear.’ The Ser-
vant of the Lord muft not ftrive, and fhall
a man’s Servant ¢  Shall this put up no-
thing ? and that muft fo much? 2 Fim,

ﬁ.2'¢

Servants as well as Mafters have many
eyes upon them, fo as thev, as poor as
they ftand there, may adorn, or other-
wife the Doctrine of God our Saviour,
Tit. 2. 10,

3. Let Servaots confider, what their
Calling calls to. Why! This Patience,
as appears by that often referred to, 1 Pet,
2. 20. cum21. If when ye dowell, and [uf-
fer for it ye take it Patiently, this is age
ceptable with God , for even herennto were
ye Called : what Servant but will grant, he
thould follow his Calling? Yea, Servaats,
but there’stwo Callings, as I have been
hinting; Youare called to be Saints, as
well as to be Servants; and your Calling
to be Saints was, as Occafion required,
to be Sufferers, - and Patient Sufferers.

4, 1 would mird Chriftian Servants of

the Lord Chrift, for foalfo do’s St. Peter,
mn

2. I may tell Servants, that as Low as |
they are, yet they are not hid, Profeffing |

r

|

and Ufefulnefs of Patiemse. 6%
inthat 21 verfe — Chrift, fayes he, fuf-
ered for usy leaving an Example, that ye

fhould follow his fteps, wio, when be was re-
viled, revsled not again. — Servants,whom
would you make your Samplar, if not
your Saviour # Yea, whatdo you fay to
the Legacy, that your dying Saviour left
you? =

Laftly, I would tell Servants, before I
part with them, that the Mafter in Hea-
ven will reckon with injurious Earthly
Mafters, Col.3. ulr. cum4. 1. You may
well be Patient, for God is Juft, Rom. 12,
19,A Man, whofe Caufe a Great Man has
undertaken, fays, I need not to trouble

my felf, fuchan one will fee me Righted.

Much more may Servants, in «afe of
wrongs, poffefs their Souls in Patience,for

he that doth wrong, fhall receive for the

wrong, that he hath done; and there is ne

refpeit of Perfons with God, Eph.6. 9. Let

tExs fuffice touching Order; I pafs onto

fre.

The Apoftle, in Tir. 2.1, 2. Come
mends certain points of found Do&lrine,
and this among other, That the Aged men
be Sound in Patience, and this is that point,
which now I would commend, and in this
Merhod,

F 2 P
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1. I fhall thew , what Ule the Aged
may have for Patience ; and,
2. What Engagement there fs to it:
and by thefe two : :
Motives would hope to perfwade the
Aged into a' Care of Patience; aud
1. By the Ufe they have for it.
Indeed great Ufc,and by reafon of Them:
{elves and Others. ,
Themfelves firft, will find Patience
work. Yea, for ‘length of dayes brings
with it. Old dayes are evil dayes, Eccl,
2. 1. It cannot be denyed indeed, but
that at that time of day it is berter with
fome than others.  Adofes was an Hundred
and Twenty years Old, when be dyed ; his
Eye was'not dim, nor bis Natural force aba-
ted, Deut. 34.7. In this Generation of
ours, Perfons are gotten into their Graves
betime, and few without the tedious Pre-
face of greatdecays, and divérs Infirmi-
ties. 1 mean, it’s Ordinary to hear the
Aged fay, they cannot do as they have
done; and totell of Aches, pains --. Now,
here is their Patience, to be content with
their Condition, and though they groan,
yet not to grumble, '
2.» While themfelves find Patience
work,
Nrhers

and U (efulne(s of Patience. 73

Others Contribute,

And both In neer Relation, and Out.
And '

1. In,and both Living and Dying. And

1. Living, rhat Prohibition mn Prov. 23.
22. Defpife not thy Mother when fhe is Old,
carries a tacle Accufation along with it;
how apt Children arc to mifcarry towards
aged Parcuts! Here now is the Pdtience
ot the Aged, To digeft unkindnefles, and
not be overcome of cvil. :

2. Relations both livingand dying ex-
ercife old tolks Patience; for thelong-
livid are engag’d in many Funerals:
fome have liv'd to bury all their Children,
and they, that, no doubt rejoyced, whena
Man was born into the world, how would’
they lament his carrying out? %ob. 1.20.
Here again, isthe Patience of the Aged:
Not to charge God foolithly, but fubmit
their Wills to his, and confider thatthe
Taker had been the Giver.

Thus for thefein neer Relation,

2. As for thofe Out. '

Why, we know, what 7ab fais, 7ab 30.
1 — They, that are younger than I, have me
sn dirifion. The waggith boys of Bethel
mock’d the old Prophet, faying, Bald-
head, bald-head. At this day how many

: F 3 make
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make themfelves merry with thofe very

things in the Aged, which in time will be- “

come their own, or they muft die for it ?
Here now is the Patience of. the Antient:
Not to{uffer themfelves to be difcompo-
fed by Neglecis, or Contempts, but quiet-
ly wait till Providence, that is Undreffing
them, do bring them to bed.

This for the ufe the Aged have for Pa.
tience. Now follow, in the

=. Place, The Obligations there areto
it, as

1. The Expeiation, that is upon the
Aged, according to that, in Job 32.7. I
Jaid, days fhould [peak , andthe multitude of
yoars teach Wifdome. It is expected, and
juftly too, thac they, thatlive long, thew
fomething worthy of their time. Oh, they,
that have liv’d long amongft Bibles, Ser-
mons, Minifters, Profeflors; what man-
ner of Perfons thould they be? and this
werc indeed to Live, and not barely to
Be.

2. The Inclination that is in them:
They had need, had they not? to look
to Patience, thatarc prone to Pettithnefs,
It is with old Folks, as with old Fewel,

foon on Fire. The Infirmicies of Old-age |
arc many, and this Morofity amongft the |

reft.
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reft. We ufeto fay, Ach, Pain— makeSs
them Angry 3 and foit willindeed, wheye
no more than Natire is,where thereis'mot
Grace to Mafter Nature, and Graee in Ex-
ercifes Oh ! then how fhould old Difei-
ples look to Patience 2 and to all Patience,
Tist. 2. 2. . I

3. And Laftly, The Diffolutioimy that
is fo neer them. Senex quafi feminex, We -
fay , Old Folks have one foot i the
Grave.. Young may die foon, Old can-
notlivelong, YeaI may fay, Old-ageis
a young Death. There’s much of . Death
about Age, the Palatei$ almoft dead asto
Tafting, Stomach as to Digefting, Eyeto
Secing, Footto Walking. Now this ap-
proacheth, gradual prefence of Death ob-
liges to Patience upon two accounts. The

h"}S't-hiS-, : e me i e e

‘The Aged have not long to Bear, and
therefore may well Bear, 7am. 5.8. It's
but a while, alittle while that an Antient
Prophet fhall be called Bald-head: that
Aged 7ob fhalt be, de}ib& Beardlels
Boys: thatan Qld Profeffor fhall be ter-
med an Old Diffemblcr, and thelike. The

2. is this, ‘

. The Reward is at hand: I mean the
great Reward in Heaven. I was faying be-
F 4 fore,




72 - The Excellency, Neceffity,

and-what fais the voice from Hcaven?
“Blefféd are the dead that die in the Lord,
~ Rew: 14. 13. Agood Old Man then is up-
“on the Thre{hold of Heaven: well may
<he run with Patience, who is almoﬁ wuh
in reach of the Prize.
i 5 Confider what I fay, and the Lord ngc
U’ uuderﬁandmg in all things.. -+
' Now unto the King Eternal, Immortal
SR Inv:ﬁble, the Onty-wife God be- Ho-
~nour, and Glory for ever and ever,
2 Amm. : ,
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