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ToHis EXCELLENCI,

JOSEPH DUDLEY Efy.

Captain General @ GOVERNOUR ix Chief,
. of the Provinces of the Maflachufetts-Bay,
and New-Hampfhire 7» New-England,

May it pleafe Tour Excelency,

Have not the Vanity to think any
thing of Mine worthy the Publick

View ; But f{ince it is Your EXCEL-
| LENCIES Plezfure, That this Dif-
|coutfe of the KINGDOM of CHRIST,
be made Publick ; I humbly Pray, it may
find Shelter under the Shadow of Your
Excellencies Favour and Proteétion. |

TamTour EXCELLENCIES
moft Humble Servant,
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"A SERMON

Preached on the

Eletion Day

May 28th. 1 7 o 7.

| Matchew VI. 10.

Thy Kingdom: Come.

T is very Obvious that the Words now
read are the fecond Petition, in that
which is commonly called, The Lords
Prayer, delivered by our Lord, near the

) middle of that Divine Sermon He Preach-
ed in the Mount ; delivered as a moft Excellent
'Formulary, Pattern, and Platform of Prayer,
“unto which, all our Prayers are to be conform-
| §d, as to Muster and Manner, as appears by the
? A 3 Words
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2 A DSPLKMUN treacked B

Words of our Lord, in the Prologue to this
_Praycr, v. 9. After this Manner tiherefore Pray
9¢, i. e, confonant, and agreeable here-unto:
Nor know I any inconvenience, if the very
Wards be ufed, asthe cafe may require.

n this Prayer may be cenfidered. (1.) The
Preface, in which God is defcribed, ]

1. In Relation to us, [ Cur Father, ] an En-
dcaring Relation, inviting and Encouraging all
his Children to make their Addrefles to Him,
with Cosfidence ; That he bears like affecdicns, &
incomparably greater, than aniy Earthly Parents
can doto their Children : And with £ urance,
that they fliall be heard, in all Things they cal
upon Him for, which are according to his Wii‘li
1n the Name of His Son,

2. God 15 here farther defcribed in Relation
to his own Scvereign Majelly, [ /7hich art in
Heaven, | admonifhing us to Keep our Diftance
when we come beiore Him ;5 ner 10 #e vafh with
cur Lidsuth, or let our beart be bally to utter cny thing
before God 5 for God is in Heaven, and we are :por:ﬁ
Lartd, |

(2.) As to the Matter, and Order of thelc Pe-
titions, we are direQed, That the things which
1egard the Glory of God, have the D:ference and
Preference.to thole of our ownNegeflities. Hence
we firft Pray, for the San&ification of the Name
of God, and the Eftablifhing of the Kingdom of
45 Son, &c. before other things.

[ Tk
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on Yoe Eleclion Dlj. “ 3

T T8y Kingdem come. ]

- By ngdom I underftand, not that Nutaral
and Effential Kingdom, which the Son hath in
common with his Father, as he is King of Na-
¢ions ¢ But that ﬁdedntarml and szfmfator‘ King-
'dom, which he hath received by Domatien, and
D putation from his Father, as King of Saints.
The Adminiftradon of which Kingdom is com-
mitied 0 the Son, till the confummation of all
things ; When he fhall have delivered up the
Kmvuum to God,even the Father, as fully com-
picatcc’ and accomplithed ; 2l the Ele& gather-
ed ; all Enemiss fubdued ; When God {131 be
lall i m all, and the Son fhali R ign together with
the Father. throughour the 1'~ternnnablc Revo-
lutions otFtermt‘,, i Cor. 15, 2.9,

1. This Kingdom is S’Pzrz"zc”’ » Not exercifed
over mens naturat Lives, or Lilstes : Our Lord
when nupon the Earth, would rot inrer-meddle
( with cividing Iuheritances, Leko12,73, 14 His
' Kingdom is not of this w’o;!d it is over the
Hearts and Confciences ¢f man ,- Cafling down
firong helts nilencing carnil reafonings. bring-
ing over the affedions, & bnnow g the T} ,oughu
to the nhadiznes of C hn’? ir. 10,6, Aweke
ning and Terriiving the Conﬁwnccq cf Hypo
critcs : but fﬂeakmq Peace to the hearis of hlS
| Tenpic.

2. Frermal 5 T is aKingdom which fhall nerer
ke deftroyed, nor left to acher Peaple ; Do 2. a1

-,

A 4

[ S,



4 A SERMUN rreacwed

A Rimydom which cannos be mwved, Heb. 12,38,
Ocher Kingdoms may be fhaken to their founs
dations ; and their Kings be fhaken out of their
Thrones.  But unto the Son, he faith, 74
T brone, O God i fir ever and ever, Heb. 1.8, Bue
this muft be underflood as to the Sub#ance of it,
for, as to the prefent form and manner of Ad.
miniftration, as it is now difyenfed by Officers,
and GOrdinances ; it is limited to the Time of the
End, when the Son fhall deliver it up to God,
in like manner as he received it from God: Eue
as to the Subftarece, He {hall be Head of his
Church for ever ; an everlafiing Facher, and of
his Kingdom chere fhall be no End, Luk. 1. 33.

The coming of this Kingdom &,

Y. [ntermal; it 15 within us, Luk. 14. 21, Comes
#o: with Obfervarion, as earthly Monarchies doe,
whofe Quiginal, Foundations, Conftitutions,
Growth, D clznfions, Tranflations,lie open to the
Obf:rvation, and Dicourfes of Learned Men.
But chis is the Rule of Gods Spiric in the hearts
of his Pzople, confifling inRightzoufnefs, Peace,
and Joy ; the Growth and Muliiplization of
thel: bleflings, from the gracioys Prefence of
Chr:it. ;

2. External ; In the powerfol Adminiftration |
¢ Gofpel Ordinances ; gathering Multitudes of
Subj:&s under the Governmente of Chrift ¢ a vi-
t:hie, aind glorious appearance thereof, accom-
panjed with abundance of Peace and Profperity, ‘

- aC¢Of~



N LT CRCTIIN LAY 5

eccording to the Promifes, Pfal. 72. 7. In bis
dages (hakl the righieons flourilt 5 and abundamse of
Peace, fo long as the Moon endureth, Ha. 2. 2, 3, 4.
And it (babl come 20 pifs, in the laft dayes, That the
Mountain of the Lords boufe faall be Efablifleed i the
Top of the Mountains, &¢. and many other Scrip-
. Cures.
~ The Do&rinal Obfervation which I all
. take up from thefe words, may be to this pur-
| pofe :
|

' Tbat it ought to be the great Comeern of a Religions

 Pesple of all O.ders, faithfuly to Endeavour in
their feveral Capacities, the promoting of the
Kingdom of our Lord Fefus Giriff,

In order to the liluftration of this Truth, let

it be Enquired, When it may be [aid, That the
| Kingdom of CHRIST makes Advances amongf
@ Religions People 2

- Take the anfwer under the following Heade.
| Y. When th: Name of God ic daly Sinélified by
then, and amongt them. It is eafie to obferve,
“¢hac in this Head, 1 have rzgard to the order
( of the Petitions ; Hallowed be thy Nam:: Thy
Kingdom Come. When a Profefling People do
give unto God the Glory due to his Name,
then may it be faid, that the Kingdom of God
}s come ungo them, Pfa}. 29, 1,2, And thjs they

may
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L A SERMON Préathed

may dorby their Faich, Works, and Worfkip
When they are found in the faith of theGofp cl
He that would build Fgh, had need to fee that
the Foundation Stones be. deeply & truly-laid,
Faith in God is a Foundation-ftene; He that
cames to Ged, muft belsewe thar He is. Now when
a People do believe in God, and do belicve in
Jefus, the Chrift of God, the Lords Chrift, the
Kingdomr of God is comes amongft them
when they acknowlcdge noGod but e who is
the God and Father of cur Lord Jcfus Chriit
When they do cmh.ao nrofefs 2nd contcné
for the faith once delivecd to the Saints ; ; and
what they do belicve in their heart, they are
ready when orderly calied to it to nnkc con-
feflion thereof with their menth unte Suivedien,
Again, When their faith bloflem: forth mI ove,
and Love frudifics unte good Works ; when
Faith works by I cve, and I.eve tv God doth
excite and conftrain {nch a peaple to keep the
Commandments of Ged,

2. Whes a Prfffwrr f’zr})zc do ”1,{!7)"!‘ Cod acror-
Jt?‘g to b:! nwrn M’/lr/ o the N trev, A frare, r- . d
M.ommer of Werfhio.  VWhen the Mind of C lmft
and nov mans Mx{hlr', is mode thie Rule of
Wf)lfulp Fut 3w Jdn t/‘w'y DY lup me, teo r/*,mr
fff dictrinee he eg 1,11: ¥ /mmrf r)f nic, Mat. T¢. ).
Wher God s wo:hipped asie i Hrirten, name:
ly with Scripence Worlhip ; When the Statmnees
of Chrift, not of Ouri are kcpr, When Gods

Alcat
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Altar is fet upon its right Bafis, and they who
Minifter at the Altar, do fee that all things be
done according to the Pattern. When a Peo-
ple do Worfhip God after the due Order, not
in an External, Auguft and Pompous Way of
- Worthip only, but in Spirit and in Truch, wich
reverence and godly fear, agreeable to the fime

plicity of the Primitive and Pureft Times.
3. Ween Gods 8:bbiths are Religionfly Obferved,
Many have truly Remarked, That Religion
- flourifhes or decays, livas or dies, as Gods Sah-
- baths are Sanétify'd or Prophan’d ; let this vein
be cut, and the vitals of Religion will {oon drop
- forth. If the Lords-Day be thrown up, and
laid in common with the other days of the
. Wcek, Good men may juftly {ear, ic will not
. be long, before God will remove his Kingdom
- from fuch an unthankful people. But if 2 Peo-
ple fhall turn away their foot from polluting
Gods Sabbath, from doing their pleafure on his
Holy Day, and fhall ca!l the Sabbath a delighe,
the holy of the Lord, &c. They may expe&
much of the Prefence of Chrift amongft them,

Ifa. §8. 112.

4. Another promifing [ym)!ﬂom of the Prr!/}:erom
State of the Kingdum of Chyift, is, When Cinverfi-
| ons are frequent, and mulutudes are born to
Chrift, numerous as the drops of dew frem the
womb of the morning, Plal 110. 3. When the
Kingdom of Hiaven [4[fers vivlence, and the 'v;'olezf
~ take
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tabe 3¢ By force: Whea the doors of Gods Hotifs
fland open continually, and many-enter in :
When the Church hath frequent occafio: =
€2y, Whe Bath begottem me thefe ? Ha.49.21. Wi
are thefe that fles a5 2 Cloud, as doves to their
windows. ‘When the Blefling of Gud, refts up-
en a Religious Peaple, Bebeld! s Troop comes ;
when one $hall fay, Iam sbe Lords, and another
JoaR caBl bimfelf by the mame of Focob; and another
fEall {ubfcribe with bis band unto the Lord, and Sir-
sams bim{If by the name sf Ifrael.

§o Wher Comverted Ones do groz and thrive, awd
wake incresfe with 1he increale of God, 2 Pet. 3. 18,
When Profeflors bring forth much fruie, and a-
bound in the work of the Lord ; when they’
walk worthy of God, who hath called them to
his Kingdom and Glory ; when chey bring
forth Fruic unto, and in old age, and the lon-
ger they live, the more grace they have, the
more holy, humble, heavenly-minded ; and as
nacural bodies move fwifter near their Centre:
fo gracieus Souls, the nearer Heaven, the more
hafte they make thither.

6. When a People are alled with a holy zeal for
God, and againft Sin ; zealous for the Doflrine,
Difcipline, Order, and Government of Chrift 1 A&-
ing from the fame Spirit, as of 0ld, Phineas and
Elijab, who cannct bear them which are evil,
who having Tried them who fay they are A-
poﬁlcs and are not, have found them Liars r

Whofs
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Wkhofe Zeal is kindled with a Coal from Gods
Alear, and governed by knowledge, to the ends
of Gods Glory, the promoting Truth, Righte-
oufnefs and Peace, acceptable to &od, and ap-
proved of men.
. 7. When Families are Seminaries of Piety and
Vertur. As Religion began, fo is it maintain’'d
‘and preferv’d in Families,. Now when Heads
'of Tamilies do exercife their Authority, in
Commanding their Children and Houthold af-
ger th;m, Tkat they may keep the way of the Lord ¢
Religion will be kept alive. Well-govern'd
Families refemble lictle Cnusches, and afford
matter for greater. When our Sons and our
Daughters are prun’d and polithe in their youth,
by good government in the Family ; they may
be fuitably prepared,the one to be planted in
 Chrift's Garden, the octher to be laid in the
Building of his Houfe.
8. When Civil Rulers are keepers of both the Ta-
“bles : Do rule with God, and for God, and re-
membring their Charalter [ I bawve faid ye are
gods ) do Exeret their Divine Vertues and Ac-
complifhments; to the Weal of their People,
“cherifhing thofe that are gocd, and like che
.moft High, being kind to the Unthankful ; &
-a people thus favour'd and ble{s’d do firengthen
 thc hands and hearts of their Rulers, and do
chearfully render them the double, treble ho-
. nour of Countenance, Maintenance. and Obea
dicence. 9. Wiy




T A SERMON Preached |
' 9. When Gof>:L Churches are Candleficks of Gold,
siot only gilt. When the Lights in the Candle-
flicks, are burning and fhining Lights, and they
who bear the 'Vellels of the Lord are all holy ;
when the Angels of the Churches do fuffain
that Chara&ter, not in Name and Title oaly,"
but in regard of holincfs, agility and indefati-
gablenefs in the Service of their Lord. When
the Churches Stars are not falling Stars, nor
wandring Stars, but fixed, cafting forcth their
borrowedelight, to the loofning the bands of
Tempeftuous Crion,delivering Sin-bound Souls
from the cords of their iniquittes, and reviving
drooping Spirits, with {weet Influences, as the
Piciades. When the work of Chrift profpers
in their hands, and the Kingdom of Chrift ri-
fes up to Elarzd degrees under their Admini-
ftrations ; moving the glad Spe&ators to cry,

Grace | Grace ! to1t.

" Xo. When b pradlice of Second-Tible Duties,
Enters into the Chari&icr of a4 Prof [fing People, and
becomes & confilerable part of it. We know that
general Rule, Phil. 4. 8. Whatfocver shings are
srue, whatfvever things are heneft, whatfoever things
are jufl,whar/cever things are pure, whatfoever things
are lovely, wkatloever things are of good report, think
on thefe things ; bring them down into practice.

. Without thefe, the loudeft Profeflion is but as
| founding brafs, or a tinkling cymbal. It is a
- seproach o Religion when the Profeffors o{f it,

- g
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foar aloft in their difconrfes, but by and by de-
fcend again, & fordidly creep after their lufts §
Buc they who fhall abide in Gods Tabernacle,
are men of cther principles; they are Childrent
thae wiil notlie ; a juft weight,and a juft Ephak
-is cheir delighe : bur falfe ballances,& the fcant
reafure, that is abominable, is an abomination
to them, as to the Lord ; they do in holy wifé
Yifdain to enrich themfelves by little Arts ; we
sead their character, Pjel. 15.
11 Whon a Profiffing Peorle do faithfully endea=
wour o pre fe-ve toc Uniy rf tbe Spirit in she bond:
of pe:ce. Do fland fuft in one Spirit with one
mind, firiving together for the faith of the Gof=
pel. When they do not denominate themfelves
~ from this or the other party, but from Chrift,
- & canbe content thar others fhould be Chrift's
- as well as they 3 we know the Apoftles Exhor-
cation, Foll-w peace and bolincfs, &-c. There is nog
Yike to be much holinefs, where there is but
little peace ; Peace is the Tranquillity of Or-
der ; it Peace be broken, Order will be crip-
led, and we may invert the words of the Apo-
ftle to his Culofims, grieving and beholding
yaur want of Order; when contentions grow
warm, love will grow cool.  Ferufalem s build-
ed as a City that is compall tigetber.
12. And Lattly.; #hon a pecpie are contented un-
der theiv (v [ent circumfBances; and can quietly
ieave the Goverrinent of the World to him,

I n
- . - whofe



3% 3 VERIVIV TSRO -
whofe Kingdom rulech over ail; (as Zurker
once to M:l.néithon ) and without murmuring ;
yea with cthankfulnefs receive what Divine Pro-

, vidence carves out to them, and are not for-

. ward to meddle with thofe who are given to
Change. p
- Thefe are fome of the happy Symptoms which
do betoken, the flourifhing State of the King-
dom of Chrift,

This Truth may be farther argued,

Y. From tbat Go pel Precept, Matt. 6..33. But feck
ge firf the Kingdom of Ged. Qur Lord Jefus
Chrift is KING of his Church : lfa. 33.22. Tbe
Lord = our Xing : He was born aKing,Matr.2 .2,
Where s be that 35 born King of the Fews. He wae
a King before he was born, by the appointment

and decree of God : Yer buve I fet my King upm }

my boly bill of Ziow ; I will declare the decree, Pal. |

2.6,7. But he fhall not be a King without a .

Kingdom ; whatever fome have vainly, and cu-!

rioufly enough thiought poffible : His Father

hath given him large Territories ; the Urtermoff

Farts Of the Eart5'far his Pqﬂéﬂz‘on. And this in

virtue of that blefled compaé& which paffed be-

tween the Father and the Son, when the Terms
of Mans Redemption, were agreed upon, in the |

Council of God : That the Son of God making

his Soul an offering for Sin, he fhall not die in

vain ; He fhall fee a numercus Seed, Sprinkle
~ many Nations, God will divide bim a Portion with
8¢ Greas, 1fa. §2.13,15. §3. 10,11, 2,
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2. But what advantage will st be to amy partio
cular man, that Cbrif} batb a Kingdom in the World,
i he bave no frire in it 2 If there be nothing of
it in his heart, he may behold fomething of it
with his Eyes,but never Tafte of che power, or
plenty of it ; fo that we may argue from the
neceflity which liesupcn men toconcern them-
felves in this matter in order to their beft good,
it is the One needful.

3. It % she beft thing : The Apoflle tells us, It
% good ta be zeaboufly affelled alwayes in a gocd thing.
Now the Kingdom of Chrift is the beft ching in
the World : Chrift is the beft King, higher then
the Kings of the Earth ; Fairer than the Childrem
of men, anoinied with the oyl of gladnefs "above bis
fellows : His Subjeds are the beft Subje@s, and
moft henourable ; He makes them all Kiwgs s
His Laws the beft Laws ; His Law a Royal Law,
a perfe® Law of Liberty : The privileges of
his Kingdom the beft privileges ; and the beit
thing that we can do, is to lay hold of this King~
dom, to prefecute che intereft of ic, with viges
rous affe@ions, both in our felves and others.

I might Reafon farther, frem the commen
places of Honour, Intereft and Confcience.,
But I fhall proceed 10 the APPLICATIQON;

U S E L. We may hence learn, what caufe we
bave to blef« God,that there is fuch a gracions Appears

ance of the Kingdym of Chrift, yes amongff ws in thig
-, ¥ Lard,
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Lend. Our Fathers when they tranfported
themfelves and Families cver the greac Ocean
into this Wildernefs, they defigned the Intereft
of the Kingdom of Chrift in that Und=reaking,.
Theyv left not their Native Country, a Land
which was dear to them, out ¢f any difaffe&ie
l en to Monarchy, or diflike of the Civil Go-
vernment. They came not hither, for the fake
of Dominien, the great Idol of the World ;
they came not to Ere&t an Independent State
here : They came not to Inrich themfeves by |
Trade, or to Inlarge their Borders, that they
might live in a large place. They propound-
ed to them{elves higher and more nobie Ends ;
therr Defign it was to Exalt ovr Lord chits‘
Chrift in his Kingly Office, to lay the Foun-
dations of his Kingdom in the Remote Parts of
the Earth, where Satan had {o long ufurp'd
guiet Poffeflion ; that this part of the Earth
+ might be leaven’d with the {iveur of theGofpel,
a5 well as her ether Sifters ; thae they and their
Children might ferve God in the Wildernefs.
God ewned them, maintain’d their Caufe, they
tad much of the Prefence of Chrift, who
shewed thema much of the Goings out, & Co-
Toings in of his Houfe, the Laws, and Ordinan-
czs chereof ; they were edifyed, walking in the
fear of the Lord, and comfort of the Holy Ghoﬁ,g
were mudtiplied, their Fame went forth, they.
were Rgnowned for Religion : And bavise Ser-
Vis

e a— — .
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wed their Generation, cccording to the Wil of God,

shey are falless aflcep. Now we their Pofterity of
one and another Generation are Rifen up in
their places, and aithough as to too- many of
‘them, it may be {aid, they are naqt like unto
‘their Fathers, and it may be, that the beft do
“but imitate them, as Children follow their Pa-
rents ; Now equis Paffibus,at too great a diltance;
and notwithitanding there are fome Surviving,
who faw the former Glory, and who may find
caule to fay, That the Glory of this Generation x5 mot
bike sbe Gloryof the firf ;5 yet let us pray that God
will make 1t fo, and let us blefs God, for whag
of Glory yet dwells in our Land. |

I hope-1t may without cffence te faid, That
New-England may yet at leaft Vie, with any of
the NUceng foreign Plantations, for pure Ree
ligion, and the power of Godlinefs. Our GO»
VERNOUR and COUNSELLORS this-day,
Jet it be {poken with due thanks to GOD, and
our gracious QUEEN, are all chofen from a-
mongf our felves, chough nez all by our felves;
Men of Ferbro's chara&er, and who defire to
- Fear God and Efchew evil. Cur GOVER-
NOUR aPerfon born, and broughe up amongft
us, who naturaily cares for the Weal of his Na--
tive Country ; Excellently qualifyed, for Un-
derftanding the Times, and who knows, whe-
ther fent, and continued amongft us, for fuch 2
Time as this ¢ Through whofc happy Condu,-

g 2 Wwe
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we who live on the Frontiers, and in the Expo-
fed Plantations, do enjoy a meafure of quietnefs,
beyond our fears, and above our hopes, which
we do aceept always, and in all places, with ali
humble Thaakfulnefs. Our MINISTRY, a
Godly, Learned, Painful, Condefcer:ding Mint-

firy. And as to the Body of our People, They
are to ve 3ceounted Qrethodox Chriftians, and

found in the Faith.

There is a gieat deal of Religion in this great
Town ; as there is 2 great deal of Vaniy, fo
th:re is a great deal ofthe Pewerof Godlinefs : The
Town fares the better forit. The like mav be
faid of fome other grzat Towns inthis Province;
and leffer Towns too, in which God 1s

SolemniyWorihipped every Sabbath day. There

is in this Country, many a pocr Cortage, whofe

Out-fide refembles the Tents of Xedzr, whofe,
Riches and Ornaments are within, Gofpe! Wor-

thippers ; who conftantly Serve God Day and
Wight, The(z are onr Walls and balwarks ; The chi-
riots of our Ilrael, and the Horfemen thereof : and fhall
we 10t blels Gog for this Glory ¢

I proceed to another USE, and let it be a
Word of EXHORTATION : To flir up ali of
Us, in our feveral Stations, and Capacities te
promore the Interefi of CHRIST's Kingdom in
- Our Selves and Othe s.

" And perhaps iy ma, not be jndecent for mi?ié‘f
- | 2Ys
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fay, That all Orders here prefent, are to look
upon it as the Work of their Generation. And
if I fhould think to attempt any thing more par-

ticuiarly, His @gcellency,and this flemblyp
have been Addrefs'd fo often, and to fo goed

‘pusrpofe, from this Place, and on this Occafion,

that there will be the lefs reafon for me to fay,

That your EXCELLENCY, having prepard
and Setled a Throne for the Lord Jefus in your |
own Heart, and having refign’d up your Self to |
the Condu& of his Spirit, and taken up withthat !
part of his Kingdom, which comes not by Obfirvas"
tion, but s Righteoufne(s, Peace,and Foy, in the Holy
Ghoft : You are on this account, as many other,
the ratherObliged,& Enabled,to Obferve,& Pro-
cure, The coming of the Kingdom of our Lord
FESUS CHRIST in this Land,in greater Power,
& Glory ; in o doing, you do approve your Self
an Eminent,and Illuftrious pare of HisKingdom,
and will bring upon you, The bleflings of Hea-
ven above, the bleflings of the Deep that lyech
under ; the bleflings of the Earth, and fulnefs

.thereof ; That the blefingsof yiur EXCELLENCY,

~ may prevail above the blefings of your Progemitors,

L

from the good will of Him wwbo dwelr in the Bufh.

And thofe HONOUR ABLE Perfons who are,
or may be called to Aflift in Government, They
will readily concur to any thing, to every thing,
. whicl
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which may conduce to the building ud the
Kingdom of Chrift amongft us. -

You have before you, the Examples of Holy,
and Honourable Pertons, whofe Names ars pre-
ferved in Sacred Write, who were famous in their
Generarions,on the account of ChriftsKingdem.
Mofes wasKing in Fejurun, he was faithful in all
his Houlfe as a Servant, to a2 Tack, and to a Pin,
Dawid was Uneafy whiift the Ark abode in the
Fields of the Wood, was reftlefs in his thoughts
till he had prepared a Refling place for it. I
might inflance in Nebemiab,Mordecai, wha fought
iae Wealth of their People, whowere the Lords |
People, and His Kingdom. .

And now as to thofe VENERABLE Per{ons
of the Sacred Order : You knew your Chara&er
fo well & the care of Churches lies fo near your
Hearts, that you will all agree to that Wile
Mafter builder ; e Preach mot Our Selves, but |
Chrifp F.fus the Lord, and Our Selves the Churches |
Servants, for FTESUS [ake.

There is another Order here prefent, Namely,
i Thofz good GENTLEMEN who Reprefent the
Body of this People : It is Evident by that great
“Truflt thisPeople have repofed in you,That they
do Prefume and Erped, That inthe choice now
before you,you will have afpecial regard to Such,
who in che}udgmem of Charity, have Subje&ed
themfelves ro the Rule of Chrifts Kingdom.

And
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- And there is not the meaneft Perfon in this
Affembly, but who may, by his devout Prayers;
and pious Life, give a lifc to this caufe.

Let it be confidered, That CHRIST’s King-
dom fhall come in greatPower and Glory. The
-Kingdoms of this World, hall become she Kingdoms of
osr Lerd, and of bis Clrift, Rev, 11. 15. God wilk
bring home his ancient People : The Lord faid;
I will bring again from Bafsan, I will oring my peo=
ple again from ihe dephts of the [ea, Pial 68.22. He
1s able to do it : and the gifts and calling of
God are withoutRepentance. All Impediments
muft be removed ; Eupbrazes muft be dried up,
let the Streams{well never {o high : The Orro-
man Monarchy, if not otherwife difpofed of,
will fink under the weight of its own bulk.

Every Limb,and Toe of Nebuchadnezzars Image,
fhali be broken in pieces, by the Stone cut out
of the Mounrtain without hands : The Idolatrous
Worfhip ef the Gentiles, thall be abolifked : Our.
Lord Jefus Chrift, will in thefe laft days, fhake:
all Kingdoms, and Nations, till He have fhaken
cut all that Ancdchriftian Mortar, withh which
.they were cemented in their firlt conflicution,
and until He hath formed them to the Interef?
of HisKingdom. And Tottering Rome ihail at
lengeh fall, and greac will be the fall thereof;
not a Stone lefc upon aStone ; The man of Sin
muft be Totally defiroy’d, Head and Members,

Root and Branches, L
The
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The Expedations of Gods People are raifed
up o look after, and wait for the. Accomplifth-
ment of thefe things ; Muiticudes of Prayers are
haftning of them. It is a happy Omen, That rhe
Time to favour Sion, 1ea the fet Time % come § When
the Lords Remcmbrancers give bim mo Reft, till be
w:ke Ferulolcm a Praife in the Earth ; when bis
Servanis sake pleafure in the Stones of Siom, and fa-
wour the Duft theresf. Then let us prepare to
meet the Lord ; let us fit loofe from all thefe
things which fhall be diffolved ; let us fee that
we be furnifhed with Veffel Gyl, that our Lamps
be Trim’'d, and burning, that we be not 2fhamed
before Him, at his coming. Let us keep our
felves upon our Watch-towers, and let us gird
up the Loins of our Mind, be Sober, and hope
to the End, for the Grace that is to be brought,
at the Revelatien of Jefus Chrift 1 2er 4 lisrle
while, and He thas [hall come, will come, and will
not tarry ; and perhapsbzfore many Slumbring,
Sleepy Virgins are aware : Let us then Look
for Him.

And let this Great Affembly Unanimoufly
joyn in that Holy Comprecation ; 4 ME

) N,
Coen fo, Toneg, Lo20 Fefug. |
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|| Concio ad Magiftratum,
OR,

|An Affize SERMON

‘ Preached
( | Refore the HONOURABLE Her
F

Majefties Superiour COURT of
Judicature, Court of Affize, and
General Goal Delivery, at Jpfwich in
New-England, the 214, of Mey, 1702.
s

4 From thofe Words,

|

Becaufe Sentence againft an Evil work 15|
net executed [peedily ; therefore the heart
of the Sous of men i fully [et in them

] * do Evil,

Ecclg/?aﬂes VI, 11,

|| By Samuel welcher,
‘, Paftor of a Church at Newbury.

~ BOSTON in’ NewTI.:'nglam{ :
- Printed by Bartholomew Green, 170 7.
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PAUL DUDLEY Efgr.
; Her Majeflies Atioraey General in
‘ - Ncw—Epgland
| S I R,
. HE following SERMON has now
Lien in Silence for {e.cral years,
and mignt I have had mv own
choice, 1t thould have Beu::ii’d 1o
aiways : But your great Imnortumty has
prevail'd on me to Publithit, { fuchasicis; )

Ls
and the Oflice and Station vou now bear ia

your own Country, which Obliges and En-
gages you more 1mmealatciy to Profecute
Offenders, and to fee that Sentence be
Speedily Executed againft them, will fufh-
ciently Juftifie the Dedication to your Self.
Now that the GOD of Blefling weuld Biefs
and make you a Blefling in and to your
Generation, as thofe of your truly Honou-
rable and Worthy Family, have been, and
ar¢, ((and GOD Grant may long continue, )
afid your Sclf much more abundantly, is, '\nd
fhall be the Sincere Defire and Prayer of,
S 1R,
Tour Affeilionate Humble Servane,

SAMUEL BELCHER,
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An Aflize SERMON

Prcached at Ipfwich, May, 21/f. 1702.

L

Ecclefiaftes VIL 1r. .

Becaufe [entence againft an evil work 5 not
exccuted [peedily : tberefore the heart of the
Sons of men 15 fally {et in thein to do Evil.

ISDOM is commended in this

‘ Chapeer, for its Ufefulne(s to
\/Icn in ic‘vcml Cafes.

I. In that it doth dire&® them

how to deport themfelves, towards Kings and Ru~
fers 3 10 as to keep them in their Obediense,

rounded on the Oath of God, which they have
?o:cmnl; taken, Namely, Tb:’ Cazh of Allegiance,
wiich Sul jyc‘cs Swear to their Frince ; I caszel
thee to liod the Yzﬂgs (‘mema’ment and that in re-
gard of the Curh of Gad, v. 2. And “that they may
avoid thofe dmgmrq and preczmccs which foclifh
m-n, through their folly aad indifcretion do za't
themifelves into @ Be nor bquy fo goout Lf /Jufgbt .
frand nut in an Evil tiing : fos be docth awhatloawes

Pica| (e:b
& ’
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 pleafetd bim. Whofo keeperh the Commandment fuall
feel mo evil thing, 1 V. 3, §. .

2. Wifdcm furnifhes men wich Expedients in
their Preparations, for the prevention of thofe
Unhappy Accidents and evil Occurrents, which
do frequently happen in this changeable World,
and are many, unforefeen, intricate, and not o-
therwife co be avoided: v. &,%,8.

3. It teaches how to make a right Judgment
of the Profperity, and Impunity of wicked men ;
That notwithftanding their prefent Immunity
from punithment, & profperous Succefles ; they
fhall not always efcape: but are in due Time
Snared & Taken inthe Work of thei: own hands.

[ Becaufe Semtence againft am Evil Work & nit
[peedily Executed. ] Seutence againft every Evil
Work is paffed in ForoCeli, in the Court of Heg-
ven ; it is the Execution that is {ufpended.

GOD has determined in his Ecernal Counfel
to punifh Sin ; and the act is no fooner commit-
ted, but the Sinner becomes ohnoxiocus ; Guile
commences againft him, and the Man is Self-
condemn’d ; Condemned in the Court of Con-
fcience ; if Conicience be awake to do its Offize,
and tho' the Punifhinent be defer’d, Confciznce
keeps him in fafe Cuftody.

L Toerefore the Heart of the Sons of men, 7 That
iS, ( fays a Learned Man ) Liorum quiﬁmr %41 rIE
in carnalitate, et [unt f»/ij beminum, nin D i : Of
them who are nourifb’d in Seafuality ; and are

the Sens of Men, not of Godo € 3 [ 1

J
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I ﬁcﬂ fef in them to do a'uu ] ;. o. Com- ,
\':"f“cu hardend and determined, to turn ali to an
fnc‘re {e of Wickednefs. |
~ In thefe Words are touched,
1. G tPatzence towards Exil doers. |
2. Theic perverfe ufe of Gods Patience to & Licenti-
oafrejx in Sin.

Oblzr. 1. That the Rightecws God for Haly Ends is
fo.xctimes P"ea/‘?d to fuffer Evil deers, for a time
to go Unpum’h d.

Qbf r. IL ‘Tum s the Perverfenefs of Buil deers,

bat thy abufs the Patience of God, to0 4 Liberty,
arzd boldne[s in Sin. 5

GOD is pleafed oftentimes to Exercife long -
patience towards Sinners ; they have = Day of I
Gracs, and they have a day of Patien : The.
dny of Grace may be esnded and paft, and yet
Paticace may internofe, and obtain a reprieve
for the Sirer a littie Ifnger : Juitice hath En-
¢’ ¢ punithment to Sin, and though it be Im-
ro Tihle to cut off the Entail ; whilft Evil men
perfft in their chmdmfs, yet Paticnce cft-times
“doends the punifament,

M he Long-luﬂermg of ’um* waited on the
- Old Wor'd, all the time the Arl was priparine,

- Nameiy One hundred an/ twenty vears, r Pir.
1. 20, Gen, 6.3, which muft nov ke Hnﬁocm
wfis Torw ofMans Lafe cxtoff in fs linle vime,
to
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o f5 hot a feantling ; bue of GodsPatience tos
- wards +he Gid Werld, which he would extend
no farti:er. God had determin’d to bring Evil
upot: Aisb and his houfe ; yet the evil determi-
ned was cefer’d all his days upen his Humiliation,
«1King. 21.29. Becaufe ke bumbled bimfelf before
- me ; I will st bring the Bvil in bis deyes, but in bis
! Sons days will I bring the evil apon bis Houfe. The
 doemed Am.rites were refpited from deftruétion,
- four Generations through the Patience of God.
Forty years Patience pafs'd between Ferufalems
- threatned, and Ferufalem deftroy’d: All the cum-
~ berers of the ground are not prefently cut down,
~ Luk.7.8. Some Reafons why all Sinners are
‘aot prefently punifhed. |
Real. 1. God forbears to pumifh foeedily, that men
- may bave a [pace to R:form, and grow better. I gawe
. ber /?ﬂ'ce bo Tep:nt, Rev. 2.21. D%rt penari dum
- Expeéfat penitentiam : So Hierom : He deferreth
- the punifhment,while he Expedsth Repentance.
- Punifhment is nnt the primary intention of the
Supreaim Y.aw-giver : The Law of God (as other -
- Laws ) binds to Obedience ; Punifhment is fu-
' peradded in a Secondary way to reduce. mén to

I

[T

| e flrikes. We read ofthe Riches of Gods for-
- beamance, Rom 2. 4. It is the forbearance of God
- which makes Him rich in Souls ; the Salvacdion of |

' and leng-luffering of God. It is the Puzience o€ |

. : : . "
their Duty : Hence God warns,and waitsbefore |

Thoufands of Souls is owing ta the forbearance |

C 4 g
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'~ the good Shepherd that fecks, finds, and brings

- home the wandring Sheep ;- when impatience

~ would eafily negled, and defpife a ﬁr;gée Sheep.

- The patient Father Keceives, Cloaths, Feafts che
Prodigal Sen, and makes Apology for him too,

~ to his difcontented Brother.  HalManaffeh been

- chit off in the full carreer of his Sin, we fhould’
ot have heard of his Repentance, Reftauration,
and Reformation.

3. God fometimes [pares wicked men, that they
 Wiay be Improved ar Inftruments to punifh others.
He lets loofe the Nations, and fuéers them to
break in upon oneanother,that they may afflid,
vex and punifh ene another, God made a Rod

- of the Affyrian to fcourge the Hypocrify of his
- own Pep‘ple, Ifa. 10. o O Affyrian the rod of mine
~anger,  ‘The grear Invader of the Peace & quiet
- Of Euarspe, as juftly deferves tobe called, Flagel-
- dam Deiy as ever To:ilzs did, as if raifed up on
- purpolc to difquier the Nations. When God
- has done Li: Work by fuch Inflruments,He wii!
| do his Work upon them ; He will punifh them:
| Waem the Lord bath prfurmed bis whole work upon
- Mount 8ion, &g 1 will pzm:'ﬂ; the fruit of the foas"
 beart of ther King of Allyria, v. 12.  Thus Cefar,
- ateer all his Slaughters and blond-fhed, it came
at Ja to his own turn, he was ignominioufly
ﬂ’zﬁn 1n the Semate-hous, by fome of his pretended
silends, |

1 RO RN

§ Wickid



R R A S -

wt Exewpted fromw Pasifienr.  Wickednefs cip

pies 188 punithmént along with it : Gullt lufhes
the Confclence with inviikie Serokes ; 2 guild
Confcience is its own Tormesator ; no fury like
jt. . Hence Wicked men are likened to the trou-
‘bled Sea, when it cannetreft, Ifa. s%.20. When
Pesl a Prifoner reafoned of Judgment to cotns,
Felix, though a Judge,trembled ; the Lion with-
in was awakened, and began to roar. After
Nere had Murdered his Mother, he was ever
haunted and tormented with her Ghoft : Sin net
repented of lies gnawing, and feeding as a Vul-

. ture onthe Entrails. Now we fee the Out-ward
$plendor and Grandieur of Wicked men, but -
we fee not the inward inquietude, and anxiety
of their Minds ; we fes the Silk Stocking, bue
- not the Ulcerated Legg under ic.

4. Tke time wicked men are Spared, s not [o long
s we think for. We reckon time by fhort an
fcanty meafures, and a little time feems long to
us ¢ Gods frrbearance of Sinners, though for
many years, is nothing compared with his durd-

‘ticn ; A thoufand years ave but af one d=y, » Pet.3.8,
Now what is mans Life > Ir & evms 2 Vapenr thas
appeareth for & listls time, Jam. 4. 14. David fays,
Bebold thou baft siude my days, a6 an Samu-breadth §
and mine age & as norbing before thee, Pfal. 39. 5,
92 then, there is po wrong dong in whateves

»W i _
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| Er;rt of mans fhort Life, his Sin unrepented of,j
- finds him out. The Malefa@cr is net acquitted |

!Sccaufc the Execution is defer'd unto the Even-:

1

mng. . |

§o Tke proper Time for the Punifiment of Wicked |
meny s not jér ccme.  That is another reafon why
they are forborn :. 75 every thing there  a feafom.
They are not yet ripe for deftrucion, they have
net yet filled up the meafure of their Sin : The
1niquity of the Amswites was not full in Abrabams’
time, Gen.15. 16. Some fill up their meafure :
fooner than others, 2nd fo bring upon themfelves
{wift defiru®ion. They who live under plen:i

ef means,under the light, and influences of Gof-
pel Ordinances, their Sins are fooner ripe fi

Punifhment. Ochers have net the like advan-
rages, and they are the longer borne with 1 The
times of[_é'norance God wincked at, A&. 17. 30.
Or wicked men may be fpared for a time, that
their Punithment may be the more remarkable ;
they fhall be made Examples : God fces theic
day is coming in which his Juftice will ride tri-
umphant, in their deftrugtion. Now 4 the End
come up:n thee, and I will [end mine anger upon the:,
and will judge thee according to thy ways, Ezek.7. 3.

Laftly 5 Wiy may it not be to give a check to the
Ecgernefs, and Hollinefs of men to parfue and [atisfy
Jacir awa Revengee, under the playfible pretence, of
“ Gufticey, and 19 teach ms Clemency and forbearamce 7

o N s
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The Patietice and Long-fuffering of God, may ™
be of greae ufe tc our Imitation, thac we be not -
too forward to profecute Injuries and Offences.

E I come to the APPLICATION.

U § E. L What has been faid may be Im-’
proved to Vindicace the Juftice of Providence,
‘in the Government of the World, from the Im-
“putations of men, who either canrot fee far off,
~or do pafs a judgment too foon, before Provit
dence hach done its work. It hath very much
Exercifed the thoughts of Inquifitive men a-

ong the Heathen, when they obferved Wick-
ednefs Profperous, but Virtue Opprefled ; and
hath éanfed them to fpeak very doubtfully if not
- altogether deny, the Being of Divine Providence.
Pompsy fights for Glory and is Victerious ; but
when he turns his Arms to preferve his Coun-
~trys Liberty, he falls a Victim before the Ambi-
“tion of his Corrival. And it is not {o much to
be admired, becaufe they wanted Divine Reve-
iation. Buc others there have becn, who have .
.been furnifiied with more Excellent Inftru&tions,
than Nacture can teach, who ver for a timsz’
could not {atisfy themfclves on this head. [ awas |
Envious at the foolifh ( {aid that good man ) when
I faw the Profperity of the Wicked, Plal.73. 3. Holy
Feremiab craves leave to debace this matter, Leed
- me talk wirh thee of thy Fudgraents, Jer, 12, 1. =

. (TN (4
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?oot o Egber is an Excellent Schieme of Pro-
-L;gﬁdeace working to the Deliverance of the
' ‘Church from chat Deftru@ion She was devoted
" to, by her Enemies. A Chain, whofe links con-
~ fifted of various matter, fome of Gold, others of
- baler Mettal, a5 One well obferves. Now le
- that fhall break this'Chain, and confider only
- fome parts by themfelves, fhall never be able to
- conne& and reconcile them to the Grand defign
of Providence. While the Houfe is in building
§ perhaps ic is the fame Learned mans fimilitude )

- the Materials lie here and there in Qeaps, in 2
- diforderly and un¢omely manner, but when the
Houfe is finifh’d, a beautiful fabrick prefents it

- felf to our Eye: we often judge before the:
- #ime, and fo make falfe Judgments. - But indeed
~ a finite Underftanding is not a competent Judge
of thofe things that are difpofed by Infinite Wif-
dom. The Wheels of Providence are too in-
tricrate, high and dreadful, for our weak fight
totrace, ané meafure theirmotions,Ex:k.1.16,18,

U S E. Il The impunity of Evil doers in
this Life, may confirmour Faith in the Doérine
of the laft and general Judgment ; They do ot
~ Efcage, but are referved unto the Fudgment of rhe
. Great Diy.  God has made a Righteous Law, by
t Which He has declared His Soveraign Pleafurs,
S0 punith the Tranfgreffors with Death, Rom. 6.
%493 But He ionciimes fufpends the Execution to

. | anuthef
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another day : Mawer sita mente r(paﬁm God
is in honour oblig'd to Punith Sin which is fo -
dire&ly contrary to his Being, and Life ; but it
is with His Wifdom to dire&®, and determine the
time when, and if not in this World, we may
affuredly corclude, it fhail be in another, Bech,
3. 16, 17. and Chap. 11. v. 9. Nor wapt we
Inftanices in Courts of humane judicature,where
fometimes the Tryal of Criminals is waved in
an Inferiour 5 and left to the Wildom, and Au-
thority of a Superiour Court.  1f there be not
a future Judgmene, many abfurdities would fol-
low, which mans Reafon recoyls from ; then
“he beft of men would be in a worfé condition,
“than the bafeft of men. If in this Life only we
bave bope in Chrift, we are of all men mol} miferable,
1 Cor.’ 15. 19. |

'S

U SE. IIl. To dete® and corret the
Wretched perverfnefs of mans Naturz, in abuie-
fng the Patience of Ged ; as if Sinners were
Spared to commit greater Abominations : Fer.
7. 10. Let fawour be (hewed to the Wicked, yet will be
‘mot learn Righteonfnefs ; thevefore the beart of the
Sons of men s fully (et to do Evil + Their hearts
are full to do Evil, fo {ome read, Full of Evil
Tboughts, Evil Defires, Purpofes, Refolutions ; {o full,
that there is no room for the fear of Gods Judgs;
ments, no room for the Confideration of chaf
foolifhnefs of Wickedrefs, or their own dangllé

R T
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;"f*ne%am g&m, bat She mﬁ m{%w“_
Fésnald, againkt counfel, as che Horde-iiad ghe -
- DAt rbgradnr the Wild AG loofe in th& Wil
&mﬁ Rbat fnuffeth up. the wind at her: pleas
fure, and*hapny will it be for fuch; if there 's |
|2 Month in which they may be touad_,

~caughe, thoughic be among the thorns, as: e~
" maflch. was 1 they think not “of the ]ugmcntﬂ |
fcceme, or if they do, they have {et the day ft i
far off, and removed it at fuch a diftance fr @m!
them ; ¢hat as-the Stars, it does but twinkie in -
their- thoughts and makes no powerful Imp:sﬁ- |
ficas upon th"xr Heart, or Life.

U s E IV. Of EXHORTATION.

|
y
|
1

- To ftir up men wifely to Improve the d?res |
~of Gods Patience, and to account his Long-fuf
feping Salvarion ; to prepare to meet the Lord
by found Humiliation, and a timely Reformas,
“tion ef cheir Evil Life. The Sentence is p
it is meet Sinners.fhould be Alarm’d, but if they
‘will adventure to go on flill in their Trefpaffes,

' ¢the Execution will follow, there will be nene to- .
mterpuic:: And if it bear jrm;,w H :and if rm,tlm |
Sfrer sbag thow fbais cut it down, Luk. 13. 9.

mlhc e let it be confidered, chat fometimes
&le-Sentence is fpeedily Lxccuted Juttice is @
Wm;g,fs ag'unﬂval doers : Mal. 3.5 They

Kre
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@ f wids Obfervation long Mince,. F:bges forw.-
45&%&1 in great Power, and Sm oy
¥ ks greu-hy sree 5 yet be psgd AWar, aVEIN B0
‘e woty yea 1 fwgb: Lim, bt be conld Mot

l M

“f «-quaf anu, Abibas, are Inttances of - prefent
| Punif hment, Lev. 1. 2. in whom God was
'pieafed to thew not only Judgment, but Prefens
Jndgmcnt Salvian. Bucdf the Punifhment be
‘defer'd, ic will be the heavier when it fails:
7mfdem came down wonderfully, becx’c ﬁc Re=
membred not ber laft End.

% USE V.
| Thelat U § E may bs to Exhort and Ex-
- cite us to Imitate the Goodnefs, Gentlenefs and
. Forbsarance of GOD, rowards cne another,
kforbcarmg one anochcr, Lol 3.13. Irismo lic ;
tle argument of che degeneracy of humane
‘Nature ; Mans eagernefs and haftinefs in Pro-
fecucion of Injuries. We call that Fufice, which |
-might cao often mere truly be named Revenge.

T bcadqﬁuj‘ was too hafty, in the Execntion of
the men of Theffalonica. Haﬂ Evecutions are.-
~oftner repented than rccalled It is knows.: .

who that Prmcc was that could not call fram%» gy
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5 Pare Religion und Undefiled &5 ¢his, To I~ !
A= piirace the Divine Peife®ions : Bege .-
- sherefore Merciful, as your Father alfo - . g
o g% Merciful. HethatmakesGOD. ~ -
his Prefident, though heis- =
not like to hit the Mark,
yet furely it will be
- to his honour that
he aimed at i¢,
and prefles
| towards
ic,
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