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\ Ladge e 14+ gf‘Wzlmmgton, Resolved, T }m out of refpet to ) the

:“.ar great, good, and beloved Brother, GEORGE WASHINGTON,

WBOE of tbe Lodges of the United States, the members go into mourti=

i o black crape upon their arm for one montb.

% g/blved That a funeral proceffion, in mafonic order, pramd Jrom
room, at 11 o’clock on St. Yobn's day, the twenty-feventh inflant,
er metmg-bau/?, where, by requeft of the Lodge, an Oration il
ed by Brother BED¥ORD, fuitable to the occafion. The members of

Soring lodges are invited to attend, and the citizens generally to join in

ton,

) Order, . THOMAS MENDENHALL, Sec.
er 20th, 1799,
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UPON THE DEATH OF | | ,

GEN. GEORGE WASHINGTON. ‘ -
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APOLOGY TO THE AUDIENCE.

fy Fn’md: and Fellow-Citizens, » |
Called upon by a refpetable Society, with whom I am conne@:

- A hae e L .
s —- L T T e e b

by the ties of friendihip and brotherly love, to aid them in paying funeggk
onors to their Grand Matter, and the moft illuftrious of men, I feltigg 4
hat diffidence arifing from a want of abilities to dc juftice to fo import=" « -~

ant 2 fubjeé, and from the thortnefs of time allowed for preparation.
But knowing that every one could make *he fame excufe, though with -
Jefs juftice than myfelf; and an affetionate fociety and grateful people,
equiring fome immediate teftimony of refpe¢t to be paid to the memory
bi the beloved WasnincTON; I have ventured with unfeigned hefita-
Zion upon the difficult tafk. -
I To your candour I fubmit myfelf; and in the motives which have
prought me here, I rruft in your generous bofoms I can read an apology,
for every defe@ which may appear in that oration I fhall now deliver.

' FUNERAL ORATION.
~ Upon an occafion the moft folemn ever witnefled by America, liften
go the voice of eternal truth—¢¢ It is better to go to the houfe of mourn-
ng, than to the houfe of feafting ;”’—for none of us ** liveth to himfelf,
and no man dieth to himfelf.”’*

But there are fome men, illuminated with a purer ray of divinity—
Patriots of the firft magnitude, who in a peculiar fenfe may be faid to
Jive and die, not to themfelves, but to others. Endowed with that fupe-
Jior excrllence, which does honor to our whole fpecies, the virtuous of
very n i>n claim kindred with them, and the general interefts of hu

anity .= concerned in their charaCters.
* The Fxordium is principally taken from Dr. Smith’s Oration to the memory of Gen-

ral Montgoa-ry and others.
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') In veneration for fuch men, to exchange the accuftomed walks of plea.

{ re for the gg;omc of mourning-—to bedew its facred recefles with tear
. gratituds o their memory—-*o firive, if poflible, to catch fome portio
_of their etherial {pirit, as it mou.uts from this earthly fphere, into perfe

~ union with congenial f]

- fociety, and {anctioned gy the example of the wifeft nations.
.t was the manner of the E%)yptisms. the fathers of arts and fciences, no

fkiraly to celehwte the names, but to embalm the bodies, of their deceafe

and although dead yet fpeaking.
s:onor was not eafily to Le obtagned, nor was it indifcrimi

A

for triai,: and folemnly acquitted or condemned upon the evidence o
the people.

Even kings themfelves, however much fpared when alive, for the fak
of public tranquillity, had fill this more than fiery ordeal before thei

eyes; and by the example of fome of their number, who had been refu-
fed fepulture in thofe very tombs which their pride had prepared to their

own memory, were taught both to venerate and to dread a Jaw which ex
tended its punifhments beyond the ufual time of oblivion.

a moft imnortant leffon, that whatever diftir. @ions our wants and vices

are all cancelled by the hand of death; and through the untried periods
which fucceed, virtue and beneficence will make the true diftin@ions,
and be the only foundations of happinefs and renown.
- The enlightened Athenians had an exprefs law, appointing oration
and public funerals in honor of thofe who glorioufly facrificed their lives
to their country. Thucydides has recorded a celebrated oration of this
kind, delivered by Pericles. The iMuftrious fpcakcr,'aftera moft anima-
ted defcription of the amor patriz, the love of country, which he exalts
tbove all human virtues, turns to the decealed : —

“ Having beftowed their lives to the public, every one of them, fays
he, hath received a praife that will never die—a fepulchre which will al«

irits above—is a laudable cuftom, coeval with

ey gg‘s;g;;;};lhat they might long be preferved in public view, as examples

Aflowved. It was deceeed enly by the public voice of a venerablef}
of judges ; before whom the Lody of the deceafed was brought

NUNERAL VKA LLIUN, ?

wsys be moft illuftriens; not that in which their benes lie mouldering,
bue that in which their fame is preferved. The whole world is the fepul-
chre of illuftrious citizens, and their in{cription is written upon the hearts
of afl good men.” . :

"The Romaus rewarded deeds of public virtue according to their mag«

nitude, with: flatues, triumphs, peculiar badges of drefs at public {olema

nities, and fongs of praife to the living as well as to the dead.
- Republican Franece, ever fince her regeneration, has been in the prac
tice of decrecing funeral lionors and orations to thofe whom fhe has deem
&d worthy of them. = | |

A.ud Congrefs early in our revolution refolved, that a funeral oration
#culd be delivered in honor of General Montgomery, and thofe officers
and foldiers, who magnanimoufly fought and fell with him, in maintaine
ing the principles of American liberty.

- This mode of paying refpect to departed heroes and patriots, feems

well calculated for republican governments. They are neceflarily careful

‘of beftowing honors upor the living, but may with great fafety and pro-
”-’_?riety liberally beftow them'upon the dead.

-

. It muft therefore give pleaiure to every citizen of ‘America to know,
that the Prefident of the United States, penetrated with grief for the great
lofs his country has {uftained, and emtertaining the moft exalted opinion

ents beyo . .. § of the charafter of the deceafed, has committed ¢¢ to an affetionate and
The moral of this inftitution was truly fublime, conftantiy in.ulcatiny] grateful people, in whofe hearts he can never die, to pay {uitable honors
| ¢ n, th ’ . P ¢0 his memory.
~ may render neceflary, in this fhort and imperfeét ftate of our being, they i

- “Thv recommendation, worthy Adams ! will be moft faithfully obey<
eu, by that honorable body to whom thou haft committed the mournful
truft. AaaffeCtionateand grateful people will raife a monument to his
memory, which fhall command the attention and refpcct of the worldli
It is already bsgun! the foundations age laid! Aimerica is weeping thro®
all ber forefts~her towns and citics are fhrouded with black, and cover
ed with mourning—nothing is heard but the ftill founds of woe, and uni=
vestal condolenco—all bufinefs is fufpended; and an awful filence per-

wades our country, as if nature herfelf had made a paufc!

Ealy inlife this grcat man, whofc death we now deplore, was highly
diftinguitbed by his country. In feventcen hundred and fifty-four, hie




acquired; he feemed formed by nature for great and glorious deeds, and
pointed out b, the hand of ) city to America, as her revolutionary chief.
It would be incompatible with our prefent defign, to mention in detail
the various plans he devifed, or the fyftems he purfued ro prote@ and
defend our country during a feven years” war, againit a moft powerful
enemy. ‘They are freth 1n the memory of many of us, and recorded in
the annals of America for the information of all.  Suffice itin this place
to fay, he furmounted more difficulties than any other general ever ene
countered—his attention to difcipline, raiféd our army to refpectability
nd renown—nhis vigilamce and prudence, defeated all the plans and de-
vices of the eneiny—his valor and military knowledge, excited the won-
der and commanded the admiration of all. A father to his foldiers, he
endured in common with them all the fatigues of war, in fummer’s heat
and winter’s cold. A brave commander, he always {eized the moft pro-
per moment to attzck the foe ; but when inferior in force, and fubjeCted
to privations which rendered a&tion imprudent, Fabius-like he cluded
them by the moft judicious movements, till they in their turn were redu-
ced by cafualties and drawn from their refources—then, fudden as the
unexpected whirlwind, would they behold Wathington before them, to
their terror, confufion, and defeat!

Here let me borrow the animated defcription of a French officer of
great celebrity as a foldicr and a philofopher, who ferved under him.®
¢ Brave without temerity, laborious without ambition, gencrous without
predigality, noble without pride, virtuous without feverity ; he feems
always to have confined himfelf within thofe limits, where the virtues
by clothing themfelves in more lively but more changcable colors, may
be miftaken for faults. Let it be repeated, that Conde was intrepid, Tu«
renne prudent, Eugene adroit, Catinat difinterefted. 1t is not thus Wafha
ington will be chara@erized. It will be faid of him, at the end of a
long civil war, he bad nothing with which he could reproach himf{eit.
If any thing can be more marvellous «hian fuch a charadter, it is the una-
nimity of the public fuffrages in his favor. Soldier, magiftrate, people,
ali love and agmire him; all fpeak of him in terms of tendernefs and the
bigheft veneration,’’

heid the commiffion of Colonel in the fervice of Virginia, in the war
then carried on by Great-Britain and the Colonies againft the French
and Indians.

In fifty-five he gave a friking inftance of that difintereftednefs which
~ ever afterwards characlerized all his 2Clians. By a royal arrangement of
rank, rno officer who did not derive his commiffion immediately from
the king, could command ene whe did. Cclonel Wajhington ehcerfula
1y relinquifaed his regiment, and accompanied General Braddack, asan
 extra aid-de-cam . |
. In thig cagacity he rendered themoft important fervice, by extricating
the troghs from the fatal ambufcade, which coft the life of Gen. Brad
dotk, mef of his officers, and the difcomfiture of the whole army. - In
covering ‘the rtreat, and faving the wreck of this army, he difplayed the
greateft abilities. The public prints in Britain and America, were full
of applaufes for the effential fervice he had rendered vpen fo tryiug an
occafion, |
~ Theregulation of rank being afterwards fettled, to the fatisfaQion of
the colonial officers ; Virginia, imprefled with a due fenfe of his merits,
gave him an ex.enfive commifiion to command sll the troops raifed or
to be raifed in that colony. In this charater he continued to defend and
pratect the frontiers, with the greateft {kill and bravery, and command-
ed ‘til}c van ;))rigadc of Gen. Forbs® army at the capture of fort du Quefne,
in fifty-cight. o . o |

Tranqtﬁility being reftored un the frontiers of the middle colonies, and
Colcnel Watliington’s heaith having materially fuffered, by inceffant fa.
“sigue and unpvemitted attention 1o duty, in fifty-nine he refigned his mili-
tary appoinunent, Authentic documents exhibit the tender regret which
the Virrinia line expreffid at parting with their commander, and the afs
fectionate regard which he entertained for them,

Amidft the numerous great lights which civil calamity produced in ®
- our country, during her ftruggle for liberty and independence, Wafhinga
~ton fhone with diftinguithed luftre, and rofe pre-eminently above the reft,
Bleft with the moft commanding figure-—a dignity which forcibly
“imprefled all beholders—a complacency of manners—a mind highly cul-
tivarcd, and ftored with knowledge—and a military fame fo honorably:

———
¥ The Narquis de¢ Chaftelleux,

L i
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- Behold, then, this illuftrious general, having by his valor and prudence®
conduCted us as & ¢* ‘fi}lar of cloud™ by day, and a ¢ pilfar of i by
night, to a happy <nd honorable peace, humbly bening before Congrafs; fell him, he had accepted the facred charge of defending his country’s
in fc‘f‘*@“"!‘ bundre:t and ‘“&‘“&"“."“‘” f,urfounded by a numerous coma| ights, before any ‘alliances were formed, and when we were without

“eourfe of citizens, and refigning bis commiflion, actomyanied with the ffunds, or a government to fupport him—that he had conducted the great
fol‘liowm%pwzhetrc add;eis f e s grilitary contelt, with wifdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the
The zreat events on which my refignation dependad, having at length ights of thie’civil power shrough ail difafters and changes—that he had
takenplace, I have now the henor of offering my {incere congratulations .ifpiﬁiréd the martial _gi‘s‘.'.gﬁ‘tis ot his fellow-citizens, and tranfmitted their
Xame to pofterity-—~that iis defending the flandard of liberty in this new

.. ®UNERAL ORATION. 0

nce, the fo‘i‘;‘mnv refignation of the authoritics Av.i‘nder which he had led
heir troops with fuccefs, through a perilous ‘and doultful war.  They

to Cengrels; of prefenting myfeif before them, to furrender into their]

hands f;ﬁ_{}‘ﬂl{* cor;m'x'tttd t? me, and to claim the inn“ufgfzncq: of retiring Bvorld, hie had taught 2 letfon ufeful to thofe who inflict, and to thofe
from ¢ fervice of my country, | Bvhio feel oppreflion—that he retires from the great theatre of action with

e Happy ia the confirmation of our inderendene and fovere; gnty, and §

: | < lation cendence he bleffings of his country—-that the glory of his virtues +7ill not termi-
pleafed with the apfortumty gfford‘gd thq United -htafc:& of becoming 2 fhate with fgxis military comrzrnand,, but wﬁl‘l‘ gontinuc to animate the remos
Iﬁfpﬁé‘tﬁblg naiiomn, '.rcﬁgn; wgth fa!lsfaﬁlf}n the appointment I accepted Beft ages, They join with him in commending the intercfls of their com-
with diffidence~-a diffidence in my abilities to accomplith fo arduous a [y on country, to the proteCtion of Almighty God, befeeching him to dis-
tfk, Wh“'i'-hmhﬁ’yﬂ{“ wes fuperceded by a confidence in the rectitude of Bbofc the hearts and minds of its ciiizens to improve the opportunity af-
- our canfe, the fupport of the fuprcm; power of the Union, and the pa« Worded them of becoming a happy and refpetable nation. And addrefs
. ftrona’g*;f of NH“*‘W’* P o | he Throne of Grace in earneft prayers, thata life fo beloved may be fos.

LN | bv::\ fucceisful termination of the war has verified the moft fanguing Bered with all its care—that his days may be happy as they have been il-

- expeCtations; and my gratitudx for the interpofition of Providence, and | oftrious ; and that he finally may receive that reward, which the world
the affiftance I have received from my countrymen, increafes with every [annot give| | B | S
yeview of the momentous contett. | TR -

'] confider it an indifpenfable duty to clofe this 12/t folemn a& of
my official life, by commending the mierefts of our deareft country to
the prote(ion of Almighty Ged, and thofé who have the fuperintenda.
ance of them to his holy keeping, | - o

* Having now firsifhed the work afligned me, I retire from the great
theatre of action ; and bidding an affectionate farewell to this auguf? bo-
dy, under whofe ordess I have fo long acted, 1 here offer my commiflion,
and take my leave of all the employments of public life.”” |

It is eafier to conceive than exprefs the effect fuch a folemn feene had
ypon thofe who beheld it. Tears guth fram every eye~—their bofoms
Iwell with the generaus glow of the moft fervent gratitude and affection
—while Congrels, imgreﬂ'cd with the magnitude of the act, in faultcriﬁg
- wceente aflure him.-they reccive with omotions too affectin g for utters

This great fcerie can only be heightened by the refle@ion, that thie
B ERO, thus beloved by all, and almoft adored by his army, buoyed above
he axioms of interest and ambition, which govern moft men, refolved,
By the moft magnanimous facrifice, to put it out of his own power to
ake ufe of their affecticns to promote the one, or ¢f his rank to advance
Bhe other. B |

The world iooked with aitonifliment and admiration, at {o difintereft«
dand noble an action| o |

- The good fenfs of America, naving convinced them of the incflicacy
nf the igrﬁ inftrument of their confderacy, a great convantion of the
tates is calied, to new-model the le.gu:. Wa(ﬁington mrctides in this
enerable afiembly—and by his great weightand influence, added to the
abours of others, our prefent conftitution was produced.
| | C

-t
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regarded her happinefs, ang ultimate fuccefs. But, alas! ambition grew
out of her victories; and inflead of confining herfelf within the limits
prefcribed by her ancient kingdom, fhe extended her conquefts abroad,
encouraged revolution every where, and feemed ¢6 aim at univerfal domi-
nation, |

The purz mind of Wafhiugton, which had long ftudied and perfectly
underftood the rights of man aud of nations, beheld with regret the vire
tuous fruggle <. twenty-Sve millivns of people to refcue themfelves from
ﬂavcry, gonverted by the ars and intrigues of defigning leaders, to the
wild enthufia{m and extravagance of univs: il emarcipation from gova
ernment and law.  Infidious meafurcs weve iaken to involve this couns
try in the vortex of European: politics, Mgl jesdons of our attache
ment to republican principles, and countir ¥ +jon car pariality to France,
made grea: depredations upon our commer.” y and every thing feemed to
announce an approaching war. g | |

{(‘ T~
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St ot ene affeCtions of the people, kad o long fat towards thi
_ssveu AN, and_his great and illuftrious deeds having fwelled it to
- mighty ftream, they look forward with joy to the opportunity, whicl

was about to be prefénted to thewn, of making a noble difplay of tha
;%ratitude which f:ad {fwollen their bofoms, and was now ready to over
flow, | |
Wathington is called by the unanimous fuffrages of a great and fre
people, to take the chair of fupreme magiftracy.

- I'he bright fun of American happine(s then thone with meridian fples-
dorl The protector—the defender—she pelitical favior, of their coun
try, was now to direct the helm of ftate, vud every man felt himiclf faf
and fecure under his guidance. Hitherto loved ss a {oldier, now adored
as a ftatefman—clothed with the power of the United States, and look
ing with native majety in his exalted feat, he feemed ‘¢ a wall of fire
round about us,” and a ** glory in the midit of us 1" |

The wileft eftablifhments arofe—the moft wholfome provifions were
made, for the peace, fafety, and profperity of our.country—commerce
flcurifhed—agriculture was improved, and every art encouraged. Our
name rofe with luftre upon the European world. They admired—but
“they envied us. They could not behold the rifing glory of America with.-
out jealoufy. . - |

Our government having taken:the dignified wttitnde of neutrality, was
willing to hold the feales eyen, and do gyua. juftice to the contending
nations. But we are threatene:i from without, and aflailed from within
—The whifper of corruption 15 heard | |

In the midft of thefe confliling dangers, the fteacy intrepid Wafhing-
ton, who had fo often expofed his life for his couatry, and was always
ready to lay it down for her fervice, was now cven willing to ritk a re-
putaiien more dear than life, to fecure her peace and profperity.  With
a magnanimity truly heroic, colle@ing all the cncrgies of his great mind,
and purfuing the principles which had invariably governed his whole life,
to do what be thought was right, he figns a treaty with Great-Britain,

It would be highly improper to difcufs the merits of this meafure here.
We ought to be fatisfied in knowing and believing, that through the
whole tenor of the moft important life, which had been open to the in-
fpection of all, he never decided upon one public act, without the mott
mature confideration, the fulleft conviction of its propricty, and having
the beft interefts of his vountry always a¢ heart,

Who can now poflibly calculate, or who ever could withany certainey
cdlculate, what might be the fituation of this country at the prefent mo-
ment, i€ that treaty had not been concluded ? Infiead of that peace which

_The time Limited by the conftitution for the continuance in office of
- the Prefident, at length expires, But the fountains of gratitude, fixed
deep in the inmoft recefles of the heart, being ever inexhauftible, and
now replenithed by the merits of a four vears® Iabor and fervice devoted
to the beft interefts of his country, a faithful peopie again cry cut, with
one voice=~All hail, Prefident Wathington |

- T'hefe inftances of the atfe@ion and confidence of fiis country, fo often
repeated, fortified his mind againft the difficulties thar were io cnfue,
France had proceeded far in her new organization, and aflumed. the
appearance of a regular government. She was firft welcomed b{y Wafth-
ington, inthe name of Amectica, as a fifter Republic, We confidered her
contelt for freedom, congenial with that which we hal accomplithed.
She gained upon gur affeCtions, and we feit an intereft in syery thing that
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around for o commander, and the good genius of America fill dire&s
them w Wathington. Delicacy almoft forbids the approach. The wife

' Adams hefitates to make the requeft: But the venerable Hero meets the §

withes of his country,—I ‘come, he crivs, to devote the remainder of

- wvote iY, for in the character of commander ix: chiv{ of the armies of the
Uhi ej States, he ended his days, . |

thufiaftic love of country! Thrice has heex

-~ aftonithed the w’ot_ld!"' | e Wil o
To all the diftinguithed features which chara@erife the illuftrious

tnan, he alfo added a probity of heart which has never been cqualled,
and a modeft diffidence in his own abilities, w’hich gave the higheft finith §

‘o his exalted virtues, .

" Hear this moving langv:ge, in his Addrefs to the People of the United |
§ ‘tes: ¢ Though ih reviewii# stic incidents of my adminiftration, Iam §

not “onfcious of intentional ecro:, I am neverthelefs too ferifible of my

- defe. s, not to think it probable I may have committed tanv errors— 8
'Whiai ver they maé be, I fervently befeech the Almighty, toavert or mi- §

7

~ tigate he evils to-which they may tend. 1 fhal alfo carry with me the
- hape, t.at my country will never ceafe to view them with indulgence ;

“and ¢hat rfter fo&?gﬁve years of my life dedicated to its fervice withan §
tauits of incompetent abilities will be configned to ob- §

uprights al, the , |  will
livion, as' nyfelf muft foan be to the manfions of reft.”

- Even in his laft moments too! as if every aét of his life was to be- |
come inftru tive, and every woed a precept, he inculcates the moft in- |
portant leffo. upon mankind-—¢*1 do not fear death 3 1 have made my |

will, my affa, s are in good order, and- my public bufinefs only two days

behind,”—-W. h calmnefs, he refigns himfelf into the hands of his Crea-

tor—with com; cfuire he falls afleep in death!

. Well may the voice of lamentation be heard throughout our Jand 1 ne- |
ver had a country fo much caufe for meurning! Well may we cry out,

- . ( L ] * ‘—* ' ’
% Allading to bis re ‘gning the command of the revolationgry army at the end of the
war~~His re wling to con ‘inue as Prefident of the United States~—Aud his afterwards a®-

ing in the fubordinate ch. racter of commander of the armics.

fife to your fervice, if I can do any more good,-w—He did thus de. |

- What 4 noble example of humility, difreﬁa{’& 0§ .perfonal cafe, l;md en&
ibited o America, the moft |}

-xalted proofs of difintereftednefs and magnanimity! and thrice has he |

FUNERAL ORATION. 15

“ 01 that our heads were waters, and our eyes fountains of tears,” that
we mxg_ht c‘qntmually weep over {o irreparable a lofs | Never can we g~
gain wimncts fo folemn an occafion to call forth univerfal forrow. But
o}?cc in eighteen centuries, hath fo perfect a character appeared o adorn
:Be" woxl"ld! Happy the future age, that can boaft of fuch a man! And

rice happy America, which gave birth to fo illuftrious a citizen |—
Comyarcd with him, the renowned fages of antiquity—the mighty prin-

ces of the earth—and the great conquerors of th 1d— :
and yield him a moft juft prc-cmigenccf of the world—all thrink back,

To abler orators, I leave a more particular defcription of the num
. . . v e..
:f':us daad varied virtues of this great man. By thcng his praife will be
b unded much fnrt,-hcr than my feeble voice can rcach. There it fhall
‘:ve}; whlle the fm-llet veftiges of litvrature remain upon earth—yea, till
the glouci.-cgpt towers, the gorgeous palaces, the folemn temples, this
zgxf;mt gl-o})e itfelf, and all which it inherit, fhall diffolve, and like the im(c-
;z; s fabric of a vifion, leave not a wreck behind.” Nor fhall it perifh
iv mhu} being the immediate care of heaven, ‘¢ the great archangel,
1 &cf:x ¢ fweeps funs and fyftems from their place, and kindles up their
ait fires, ftretching forth his mighty arm, fhall fnatch the deathlefs feroll

gx?n!?t ;}:f devouring conflagration, and place it among the archives ot e

One further circumftance muft not be omitted, in juftice to that focies

-ty whoshave ‘honored me with this place, and whofe boaft it is that

Wathington was their grand mafter. ‘T'o the fathionable philofophers

of the Prefcnt day, it may appear of little confequence, but upon this

foundation are buile all our works..

To the chara&er of hero and i i |
o ac . patriot, this good man added that of
chriftian, All his public communications breathe a pure {pirit of piety,

~ gcr:‘ign;%ond to the will of heaven, and a firm reliance upon the provi-
cet of God. In thofe achievements which redounded moft to his repu-
- tation, we-hear him exclaiming with king David, ¢ Not unto us, not
| 3::0 :is;t%! Lord, but to thy namc be the honor and praife.” Although
o é p cft man upon earth, he dlfdaxncd not to humble himfelf before

1§ {sod, and to truft in the mercies of Chrift. He regularly attended in
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~ the temples of the moft high, and joined with his fellow, mortals, in §
paying.adoration to the Supreme Governor of the Univerle, and in fuppli-

-cating. bleffing - for his country, and .pardon.and forgivenefs for himfelf,
ww—For thy{c!{, chriftian, hero, and patriot| thy prayers have been
heard. Thy blefled {pirit hath afcended from this terreftial orb, to min-
gle with congenial {pirits above | there thou wilt drink of thofe rivers
of joy and giadnefs, that flow from the right hand of the throne of God!
these thou wilt be welcomed by the whole hoft of heaven!—Oh! that
we had angels’ wings, that we might follow him, and witngfs his joy—
ful reception into thofe bleft abodes!—-Behold the gates of heaven are
thrown wvideopen! See the band of heroes, and martyrs in their oun~
try’s caufe, rufthing out to meet their chief, and welcoming him 10 im-
mortal glory! Seethe venerable train of patriots, fages, and ftatcfmen,
advancing to bid him hail, to'manfions of ¢ternal peace and reft ! Angels
and zrchangels, and ten thoufand times ten thoufand glorified fpirits, ture
theix harps at his approach, and the great vault of heaven refounds with
onc iniverfal fong otP ‘“ Holanna to the Higheft!”’~~¢¢ Come, come thou
bleflcd of” our ¢¢ Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from
the foundations of the world!” |

Oh! that we may all *“die the death:of the righteous, and may our
Jatter end he like his!” ~

ADDRESS TO THE MASONIC BODY.

We, my Brothers, lamenting in common with our fellow-citizens,
over the grave of this great and good man, yet feel his lofs peculiarly af~
flicting to us, in the relation be ftood to our lodges.

Although high and exalted in character and rank, yet he always walk-
ed upon the LEVE" with abrother. Although particularly attached to
this his native country, which had fo loved and honored him, yet his
-extenfive benevolence embraced the great circLe of mankind. In all
~ his ations he was governed by the squarE of doing unto others as he
would wifh they fhould do unto him; and he ever kept within the com-
»Ass of good will to all men.
~ H” ~ 15 indeed a greatlight, fent to us by the Grand Mafterabove, to
Hlwrgs. 1= « ; darknefs here helow, Butit has pleafed Divine Provis
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dence, to call him back from houfes built with clay, to ** manfions not
built with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

Thofe eyes which have looked with fo much pleafure upon a brother,
are now clofed in death. Thofe ears which have liftened with fo much
attention to their complaints, are now ftopped in duft. And thofe hands

which have been {o often extended to relieve their wants and diftrefs,
B2 will never be raifed more.

. Letus, then, {eeing that death cometh alike unto all men, improve this
¥ folemn inftance of mortality. Let us be up and doing the work of our
% hands, while it is yet day, beforethe night of death overtake us, inwhich
I 1no man can work. Let us embrace the prefent moment, to provide fof
that great change, when the pleafures of this world thall ceafe to delight,
and the refle@ions of a life fpent in the exercife of virtue and piety, yfeld
the only comfort and confolation.

Let us copy the bright example of this our moft beloved Lrother, and
by afacred regard to his memory, and our own folcmn engagements,
purfue with unrémitted affiduity, the tenets of our proieflion. Let us iced

the hungry, clothe the naked, vifit the fick and the afflicted; do juttice,

love mercy, and walk humbly withour God. ‘Then fhall we be able to
| filence ** the tribe of {corners, and to convince them, the only qualitieg
- 'we wifh to honor, are thofe which form go»d men and good citizens ;
and the only buildings we feck to raife, are temples for virtue and dun-
geons for vice,”

| Finally, let us with becoming reverence, fupplicate the throne of grace,
that we may fecure the favor of that Eternal Being, whofe goodnefs and

power knoweth no beunds. 'Thus fhall our expedtation not be difap-
Peinted, northall we be hurricd unprepared into the prefence of that aw-

tul Judge, to whom the fecrets of all hearts are known ; but may cnter-

-tain the humble hope, that after we have performed our weary pilgrimage
here below, we thall cach of us be received into the great temple above,
with the cheering falutation, *¢ Well done thou good and faitliful fervant,

| enter thou into the joys of thy Lord!”

| E
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CONCLUSION.

Oh! thou great and mighty 1 AM! who faid, Let there be light—
and there was light! who fpoke this world into being, by the word of
thy mouth, and who difpofeth of all events here below, as to thee in th
“wifdom feemeth beft! Look down in compaflion, we humbly bcfcch

thee! upon the forrows of a whole people! May their fighs and tears, ¢}
come up before thy throne, as an acceptable {acrifice at the thrine of vir- &8

tae! Although thou haft wrote bitter things againft us, yet let us never
diftruft thy providence! In fix troubles thou haft delivered us, and in

feven thou wilt not forfake us!

Raife up, Oh, Supreme Architect ! for our diftreft Lodges, another
L1GRT, which fhall be as a firein the midft of us, and a glory round
about us '—And oh! for our country, Heavenly Father! raife up ano-
ther WasHING TON—one who fhall be equally loved—equally admired
- —equally confidedin; and to whom thou fhalt direCt the eyes of this.
great nation, as thou haft deae in times paft, to that ever to be lamented

man!

Now to the tri-une God, * the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghof?,
“be afcribed all honor and dominion, for ever more-~Amen.

s¢ Amen | So let it ever be !

i

# Here the Mafonic Body rofe, and on mention of the words, Fatber, Son, and Holy
?’%:{t, gave the fign or fymbol of divine homage and obeifance ; concluding with the re.
fponfe,

“ Amen! Solet it ever be!”

- Previous to the Oration, the following EI.EG1.AC CDE, prepared for

(e occafion, awas fung by a Cler.
TUNE—ADMONITION.
—— -

Defcend, St. Joun, attune the plaintive lyre,
And through Columbia’s regions fpread abroad,
The mournful lofs of her beloved Sire!
Call’d to the bofom of his Father, Gobp.
The Trump of Fame announces his tranflation,
-® To the Grand Lodge of infinite duration.

QThc Mafter Warden fummon’d him away,

On Jacob’s Ladder he afcends above,
T'o the bright regions of eternal day,
To join the chorus of redeeming love.
The Trump of Fame announces his tranflaticn,
1'o the Grand Lodge of infinite duration.

But can Columbians e’er forget the day,
When proud Oppreffion bath’d our ficlds in blocd,
Great WasaineToN withftood the dirc atfray,
And fwept the invaders from our ravag’d fhoves |
'The Trump of Fame announces his Truznilation,
To the great Captain of his foul’s falvaticr.

The Monarch may forget his pearly Crown,
The Mother may forget her firft-boin Son,
The Bride-Groom may forget his lovely Bride,
But we’ll remember thee, O WasaingTon !
And while thy name adorns Columbia’s ftory,

Her Sons fhall found thy virtuc and thy glory.




