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Mt. BAX TER:S Lﬂ
VINDICATION

_ OF THER
CHURCH of ENGLAN D
In her Rites and Ceremonies, Difcipline,
| AND ,
CHUR CH-ORDERS.
As faithfullg taken out of his own Writings, without

cither falfe Citation, or fraudulent Alteration.

To which is prefixed :

His Epiftle to the Non-conformifts : being a juftand true Abftract -
of his Book, Entituled, 4 Defence of the Principles of Love.

Schifmnaticks are they who unwarrantably feparate fromthofe Churches
in which they ought to abide, that they may gather new Congrega-
tions after their mind, Mr, Baxter's Reafons of the Chri-
ftian Religion, p.473.

Ko Chriftian neuft pretend Holinefs againft Dnity and Peace, and
every tender Confeience fhould be as tender of Cburcb-diuiﬁm and
real Schifms, as of Drunkennefs, Whorcdom or fuch otber enormous
fins. M. Baxser's Reafons of the Chriftian Religion, p.435.

LONDON. "
Printed for Walter Kettilby at the Bifhops-head in St. Pauls
"~ Church-yard. 1682.




THE

READER.

382828 T being cvidently appa-

%% rent, asinmoftother ca-

X -fes, fo in our Church-

Y divifions, that a refol-

| =% ved proftration to the

Authority, and a confident adhzfion
to the opinion of reputed-good men,
doth commonly feduce the Populace,
firft into Prejudice, then into Parties,
and foto a tenacious obftinacy in Er-
rour. Hereupon one probable waly of
Refcue and Remedyis, to propole to
the wandring Peoplethe Documents
of one whofe Authority is great a-
mong them ; Therefore have I
Az thought
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To the Reader.

thought on the Oracle Mr. Baxser,

who in this Book (His Defence of the
Principles of Love) is not more Antefig-
pamws than Eirenarches, prefcribing very
well for Peace and Church-union, as
the enfuing Treatife, - efpetially the
Epiftle, fhews. And to anticipate
that prejudice and miftakes which a
thing of this. mature 15 very liable to,
let no man thmk it my defign to ac-
cufe Mr. Baxter of Self-contradiction,
Inconfiftency, &c. but that it is meer-
ly: for the conviction of thofe whom
that learned Author calls Honeft erro-
neous (hriftians : and to let the World
fee that Mr:B. and other Non-con-
formift Minifters, do not believe that
intrinfick evil and finfulnefs to be in
Conformity, which their unwary Fol-
lowers are induced, or rather feduced
to believe; and that there is more ex-
trinfick danger and heinous {infulnefs
in theirfeparation, than his honeft er-

LONCOUS

To the Reader.
oneous Chriftians do imagine, that
the difference between Conformifls
and Non-conformifts is very. {mall,
.and (asMr. Baxter tells Mr. Bagfbaw
inhis Defence) that Non-conformifts
do injure Conformifts- and make the
-Cafe ( of Conformity) more odious
thanitis. Andto obyiate Objections,
let it be noted,

2. That if here be found any {mall
alteration in words, itis meerly forthe
fake of brevity and eafe n reading, and
1o other than what doth fairly confift
with, and not at all, pervert the fenfe
and meaning of the firft Author:

And fince the renouncing of the
Covenant, ( which Non-conformufts
call the grear Mountain in the way) 18
now removed, if the more peaceable
Non-conformifts have a mind to come:
into the conforming Churches, hereis
that in chis fimall Treatife will help a
litele to juftific and encourage their

El’-a'




| To the Reader.

pradice in fo doing. What acee”
ptance this poor thing will have, lam
ignorant, but not follicitous, fince the
teftimony of my Confcience 1s, that
it is in vindication. of Truth, and de-
fence of a good Caule; nor would I
fear the fuccels much more than I de
the acceptance, would the honeft er-
roneous Chriftian read it, with as lit-
tle partiality and prejudice, as he
would if coming from the firft Au-
thors hand.

M.

Mr. BAXTER's

EPISTLE

’ TO THE

Pon-Confomilts,

Being a juft and true Abftrat of bis De-
.- fence of the Principles of Love.

BRETHREN,
T grieves me to the heart that neither B %
Party, Conformable or Nen-conforma-
ble, is more fenfible of the fin and dan-
%er. of our diftance ( though 1know that
Parties there are many wife and holy-

b d in bot
erfons, who, Ifuppofe, lament it more than

1do.): It layethmy foulin daily lamentacions-

to fee how we run furthér from each other, to-

the apparent danger of the Protweftant Caufe,.

and ofthe Kingdoms welfare , and of allthe |

hopes of our Pofterity.

Qur
~




2 M. Baxter's Epiftle

that it is the Incereft of Religion now in- En-
glandto have the Parifh-Churches brought low
in re&utation-, ‘and-deferted, and God’s publick
worthip which' they would have all religious
People ufe, to be onely that of tolerated, or
more private Churches, by which they little
know what they wifh againft the Intereft of
the Chriftian and Proteftant Religion in this
Land, and what hurt they would do, if in this
they had cheirwills, .-~ -~
rarspigs6.  ‘The Incereft of the Chriftian Proteftant Re-
ligion muft be kept up, by keeping ug as much
Truth, Piety, and Repatation, as may be, in the
Parifh.Churches. : :
pgss.  Tam very glad that the pious Lectures of
© bepreter. Mt. Hilderflam, Mt. Rogers, and fuch other old
e oitoee . Non-conformifts, arcin fo good efteem among
e e to_good people, where they will read them urge-
of Commos- ingthe people; not onely againft Separation,
¥ burté come to the very beginning of the pub-
lick Worfhip, -and preferring it before their
private duties. And Ineed nat-tell thofe that
part. p1s6. Have read the Writings of thegood old Nen-
oo conformifks, dmes, Parker, Bains, Fox, Dearing,

ferred before 5 ; . . R
all private du- Greenbam, ¢re. that thefe did fome “of them

ties, read the- Common Prayer, and moft of them
judged it lawful to joininit, or elfe Mr. Hil-
v R o " derfbam,

part.ipaggs. QUL NATTOW Judgment draws many tothink

to the N on-conformifts. 3

derfham Rogers, &re. would not write {o ear-
neftly to men to'come to the beginning, and
prefer it before all private duties.
When I think what learned, holy, incom. purt:.p.s7-
? ) The heinouf-
parable men, abundance of the old Confor- neisof sepa-
mifts were, my heart rifeth againit the thoughts Eﬁ;ﬁ;;‘;ﬁﬁ'}'
of {eparating from them; If I had come toiq’ exeel

their Churches when they read the Common- that ey ic.

prayer and adminiftred the Sacrament, could Pihe oid

I havedeparted and {aid, I 45 nor lawful for af_"[‘}fi”;“,’éﬁig.;

Chriftian bere to communicate with you. What } Contormifts-

Such men as Mr. Bolton, Mr. Whateley, Mr. Fen-

ner, Mr. Crook, Mr. Dent, Mr. Dike, Mr. Stock,

Mr. Smith, Dr. Prefton, Dr. Sibbs, Dr. Taylor ,and

abundance other fuch; yea, fuch as Bifhop

Fewell, Bifhop Grindall,Bifhop Hall, Bithop Pot-

ter, Bifhop Davenant, Bithop Carleton, &c. yea,

and the Martyrstoo, as Cranmer, Ridley, Foo-

per, Farrar, Bradford, Philpot, Sanders, &re. 1 3

think not my felf worthy to be compared with 73" ¥

Mr. Bolton, Whateley, Fenner, Prefton, Sibbs,

White, Field, Wjber, Fewell, and abundance other

old Conformifts; and you might forgive me,

if Itell youagain, that if they were all alive,

and ufed now the {ame Liturgy and Ceremo.

nies as they did then, I could not find inmy

heart to think their communion in Prayer and

Sacrament unlawful, nor to cenfure that man
as

—*#



4 M. Baxter's Epiftle
as injurious to the Church, who fhould write
to perfuade others not to feparate from them
onthat fuppofition, I am fure the Aflembly of
Divines that fate heretofore at Weftminfter, were
{o conformable when they went thither, that
I never heard of five Non-conformifts amon
them , except the five diffenting Brethren;
their Judgment was (as Mr. Sprints) that Con.
formity was lawful in cafe of neceffity, rather
than to be deprived of Liberty to preach the
Gofpel. '
pare. 1. . to, And as for the prefent Conformifts, 1know
1% thofe of them ,whom [ think as godly and hum-
ble Minifters [N.B.Jas moft of the Non-confor.
mifts, whom I know--- and as my acquain-
tance increafeth I know more and more; ---
And 1 tell you again, that I believe there are
many hundred godly Minifters in the Parifh
Churches of England, and that their Churches
rartipao. are true Churches. And for my parc I forbore

Mr. Baxter . . .
daresnor g communion with the Parifh Churches in the

e in Sacrament 2 long time,, yet ar laft I faw that

e e the reafons feemed to me to ceafe, and Idusft

s Parith 00t g0 againft my Conlfcience, for [ knew not
what.

Pare 1. 15 But O-that you would yet confider how

59 much defe& of love and patience there is in

youas well as.othess. How eaftly can we ag-

gl’ﬂVﬂfC

e

to the N on-conformifts. 5

gravate the faults of others, and how hardly
canwe aggravate ot fee ourown ! The de.
fe&s of the Liturgy, and the faults of thofe by
whom we fuffer, are eafily heightned even be-
yond defere, buc when many of us vend un-
truths and {landers againft our Brethren about
the Land, who aggravates this, or repents ofir2
But above all 1 entreat the dividing Brethren,
if they can fo long lay by their partiality, to
judge by this of the reafons of their feparation
from thofe Churches private or parochial, that
they differ from in tolerable things. You
think it a fin to communicate in a Church
where the Liturgy is ufed, and where Difci-
plineis not fo ftrictly exerciled againft fome
Offenders, as you and I defire. But publick
multiplied untruths in mens mouths , do ne-
ver make you fcruple their communion. I
intreat you do but ftudy an anlwer toone that
would * feparate from you all upon fuch

rounds as thefe. Firft for the Sin, confider afs e ar
of thefe Texts, Exod.23.1. Thou fhalt not raife © krgiod
o falfe report, Scc. Eph.gegu. Let evd Jpeaking be communio|
put away from you. J mes4.11. Speak not evil tcience of
one of another, &c. Tit.3.1,2¢ Prov. 25. 23,89 fne.
Pet. 1.2, 1. &c. Have you more or plainer
Texts of Scripture againft the Common-
prayer than thefe are againft Slandering, &c.

B2 Now

——————————————————E
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6 Mr. Baxter's Epiftle

Now {uppofe one fhould {ay that a People of
fuch fin as this, fhould not be commumcated
with, what anfwer will you give to this, which
will not confute your own objections againft
communion with many Parifh-Churches in
this Land. God hates every diforder in ex-
temporate Prayer, and yet he more hates that
art1.p.8s. cenforioufnefs and curiofity which would draw
men to for{ake the fubftantials of Worfhip or
Chriftian love and communion on that pre-
tence. If Chriftians fhould plead Gods jea-
loufie about his Wot(hip,as cenorioufly againft
their own prayers, asthey do_againft other
mens, and Churches in this cafe, they would
turn prayer into the fuel of defpair and tor.
ment.

heewit of  1fPanl thought his Galatians foolifh and be.
paon witched, and his Corinthian-Chriftians to be
" Babes, yea carnal, and not {piritual, becaufe
there were among them {irG.éexs @ s,
e s €Dvyings, firife, and divifions, or asthe werds
o Sept- fignifie, zeal, or 2mulation, ftrife and fepara-
e foo- ion, fadtionsand dividings in feveral Parties ;
iched . while one faith Iamof Paul, another I am of

abes, carnal 3
Apollo, what wonder if we are no better new.
I will not pretend Conlcience forthe defil:ng
of my Confcience, and the forfaking the facred
life of love, Donot you your {elves condemn
a

to the N on-conformifts. >

acarnal ftate 2 Remember then that they are
carnal, who are contentious dividers in the
Churches : 1 Cor..1,2,3. You will join with
me in difallowing a flefhly life; Remember
then that the works of the flefh are thefe, as
Adultery, Fornication, &c. fo alfo-Hatred (or
Enmities) Variance, Emulations, Wrath,Strife,
Seditions, (Semae dividing into Parties) &c.
1 know you will confefs, that if any man have
not the Spirit of Chrift, he is nene of his, Rom.
8.9. Remember then that the Spirit of Chrift
is the Spiric of Love, that the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentle-
nels, &c. Gal.5.20.

Old Mr. Wilfon Paftor of Boften , being dafi-
red by the Eldersof the Churches, affembled partp.uss.

aration

at his houfe, that (on his dying-bed) he would and Koraiim
declare folemnly to them, what he conceived provokiog
to bé thofe fins which provoked the difplealure
of God againft the Countrey, told them, that
he had long feared thefe fins following, as chief
among others, which God was greatly provo.
ked by, 1. Separation, 2. dnabaptiftry, 3. Ko-
raifm, when People rife up, as Korab, againft
their Miniftersand Elders, as if they took tce
much upon them, when indeed they do but
rule for Chrift, and according to Chrift : and
fo for the Magiftrates being Gallio-like, not ca-

rmg
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Mr. Baxter's Epiftle
ring for thefe things, or not ufing their power
and authority for the maintenance of the
Truch, and Gofpel, and Ordinances, &c.

Alas (dear Brother) that after fo many years
filencing and affittion, after Flames and
‘Plagues, and dreadful Judgments, after twenty
years practice of the {10 it felf, and when we
are buried in che very ruines which it caufed,
we fhould not yet know that our own uncha.
ritable divifions, alienations, and Separations,
arc a crying fin, yea thecrying as wellas che
uncharicablenels ~and hurtfulnefs of others.
Alas, will God leave Us, even Us allo to the
obduratenefs of Pharaoh? Is there not crying
fin withUs 2 What have we done to Chrifts
Kingdom, to this Kingdom, to our Friends, to
our felves, and (alas) to our enemies, by our
Divifions > and do we not feel it, do we not
knowit? Wotous! into what hard-hearted-
nefs have we finned our felves ?

Trenceus, Epiph.nius, Auguftine , Theodoret, be-
fide the reft, do (adly tell us in cheir Cacalogues
and Conrroverfies, how lamentably thefe Di-
viders then hindered the Golpel, and diftrefled
and difhonoured the Church: And the fad
ftories of Eolland, Munfter, and others in Ger-
many, Poland, and elpecially thefe twenty years

paft in England, do bring all clofer to our fenfe.
The

to the N on-conformifts. 9
The diffolution of the fcparated Churches of part2. pr7si

the Englifh in the Low-Countries, by their
own divifions, is a thing too well knownto be

concealed.

Brethren.---1 know that our divifion grati- Partz p1ne
The prefent

fieth the Papifts, and greatly hazardeth the eparation a
Proteftant Religion, and that more than the P auic of Pape-
moft of you feem to believe orregard. 1know [ ; and great-
that our divifion advantageth Profanenefs, and [roreftint Re-
. pion, advan-

greatly hinders the fucccfs on both fides. I tageth pro-
know that icgreacly pleafeth Satan, and buil- fuene &
deth up his Kingdom, and weakeneth the King-
dom of our Lord; his own mouth hath told us
(0. Iforefaw, that while we worried and
weakened one another, Papifts were like to.be
the principal gainers : and they would berea-
dy to offer their fervice to ftrengthen one of
the Partics againft the other, and would be

lad to take up the reproaches againlt the moft
religious people, that were by angry Adverfa- py 1. psa.
vies brought unto their hands. And that when
we had made our felves the common fcorn by
our manifold divifions, and by our biting and
devouring one another, they would plead this
as their fhame, to draw People to themfelves,
as the onely ftable and confiftent Church; and
would make us giddy.,, that we may reft, on
chem, a5 ous, Suppostess, ard. whep hey, faw.

us.

eSS



M. Baxter’s Epiftle

us weak , would be ready to devour us all.
. Three ways-efpecially will Popery grow
out of our divifionss

1. By the odium and {corn of our difagree.
ments , inconfiftency and multiplied Secs;
they will perfuade people, that we muit cither
come for unity tothem, or elfcall run mad,
and crumbleinto duft and individuals. Thou.
fands have been drawn into Popery and con-
firmed in it already by this Argument, and1
am perfuaded that all the Arguments in Bellar-
mine, and all other Books thatever were writ-
ten, have not done fo much to make Papitts in
England, as the multitude of Sects amongus :
Yea fome Profeffors of religious ftrictnefs, of
great efteem for godlinefs, have turned Papifts
themfelves when they were giddy and weary
with turnings, and when they had run from
Sect to Seét and found no confiftency in any :
And, - :

"2, Who knows not how fair a Game the
Papifts have to play by the means of our divi-
fions. Methinks Ihear them hiffing oneach
Party, and faying to one fide, Lay moreupon
them, and bate them nothing,and to the other,
Stand it out, and yield to nothing. And who
is fo blind then, as net to fee their double game
and hopes (¥ig;) that either- our divifions and

S T T T alierations

tothe N on-conformifts. 11
alterations will carry men to fuch diftances
and pra&ices, as fhall make us accounted fedi-
tious, rebellious, and dangerousto the publick
Peace ; and fo they (i.e. Papifts) pafs tor bet-
ter Subjedts than we; or elfe that when fo '
many Parties under f{ufferingsare conftrained
to beg for Liberty, the Papifts may not be
fhue out alone, buc have toleration with the
reft. And fhall they ufe our hands to do their
work 2 We have already unfpeakably ferved
them in this. )

And 3. It isnot the leaft of our danger),
(nor which doth leaft affet me) left by our
follies, extremities, and rigours, we fhould fo
exafperete the common People, as to make
them readier to join with the Papiftsthan with
us, in cafe of any competitions, or their inva-
fions, or infurrections againft the King and
Kingdoms peace.--.- Let usdo nothing by un-
lawtful alienations and fingularities, or herce
and difobedient oppofitions, which tend to
mfake the People think better of Papifts than
of us.

“In the Year 1634. Mr. Roger Williams Afli. The preten
¢ ftant to Mr. R aiph Smith Paftor of Plimosth,re- L
“moved from thence to Salem, where in one jriprel”
¢ yearstime he filled the place with principles&=
C

of
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M. Baxter's Epiftle

¢ of rigid Separation, and tending to Anabapti-
¢ firy. The prudent Magiftrates of the Mafachy-
¢ fets jurifdiction,fent to theChurch of Salem,de-
¢ firing them to forbear calling him o Office ;
¢ which they not hearkening to, he procesded
¢ more vigoroully to vent many dangerous opi-
¢ pinions, as, that the Magiftrate had nothing
<to do in matters of the Firtt Table, but onel
¢ the Second, and that there thould be a gene-
¢ral and unlimited toleration of all Reli-
¢gions; and for any man to be punifhed for
¢ any matters of his Confcience, was perfecu-
¢tion : That if the Church of Salem would
“not feparate, not onely from the Churches
¢ of England, but of New-England too, he would
“feparatc from them. The - more prudent
¢ part of the Church being amazed at:his way,
“would not yield to him ; whereupon he ne-
¢yer came to the Church-Affembly more,
¢ profefling {cparation from them as Antichri-
“ftian. Divers of the weaker fort of Church-
¢ members did by degrees fall off to him, info-
¢much that he kept a meeting in his own
¢houfe, unto which a numerous company did
“refort, — Whereupon he was banifhed the
¢ Maffachufets Colonie, and came to a place cal-
“led Providence, was followed by many of the
“Church of Salem, who zealonfly a.d}‘if:rec}l1 to
¢ him

to the N on-conformifts. 13
¢him, and cried out of the perfecution that
¢was againft them; others reforted to them
¢ from other places. They had not been there
<long, but from rigid Separation, they fell
¢to Anabaptiftry,[ N.B. Jrenouncing their Ba-
¢ ptifm received in Infancy, and taking up
¢ another Baptifm , and {0 began a Churchin -
<thatway. But Mr. Williams ftopt not there
¢long, forafter fome time he told the people
¢that followed him, that he was out of the
¢way himfelf, and had mifled them ; for he
<did not find that there wereany upon Earth
¢ that could adminifter Baptifm, and there-
¢ fore their laft Baptifm wasanullity as well
¢as their firft; and cherefore they muft lay
< down all, and look for the coming of new
¢ Apoftles ; and fo they diflolved themfclves
¢ and turned Seekers. -

Towhich I add, thatthis man was one of Mr.aaxrad.
the greateft Inftruments, ‘after all this, of (ublic siftory.
mating the Englifh Separation to the fame
heighth , and gratifying the Papifts by raifing
up the Se&t of Seckers.

And fad, fad indeed was the cafe of the pans. pys
Barmuda’s, when in fo difciplined a Plantation,
one Minifter turned away the greater part
| Cz from
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Pare 1. p.so.

. feleted. Party. much turned Quakers, and

Purt 1. p49e

M. Baxter's Epiftle

from Church-communion, till they became
Aliens---- and thereft whom he gathered as
the onely worthy perfons, fo many turned
Quakers, Seekers, and fuch like.

"The cafe of three or four Churches in New-
England grieves my heart, but the cafe of
the Summer.Iflands, as related to me by
M. Vaughan , a worthy Minifter, lately dif’
couraged and come from thence, would
make a Chriftian heart to bleed, to hear
how ftrict, and regular, and hopeful that
Plantation once was, and how one godly
Minifter by Separation, feleCting a few to-
be his Church, and rejecting all the reft frem
the Sacrament, the rejected Party are grown
to doleful ‘eftrangednefs in Religion, and the

between both , how wofull are the Fruics!:

But the cafe of England, Scotland, and Ire-
land- ( which I foretold in my Book. of infant-
Baptifm) is yet a more lamentable prook,
what Separation hath done againft Religion,
fo full aproof, that it.is my wonder that any
good man can overlook it..

Yea, before oureyes, the moft pernicious
Herefies, even that of Quakers, are flill not
onely continued, but increafed; and we-fee
men-that .to day condemn commuaion with

the.

—#f

to the Mn«cﬂ:yf’érmi,(ls._
the Parifh-Churches, and then with the Pref-
byterians , do fhortly fly from communion
with the Independents too —. 1¢% commonly
known how many of late have turned Qua-

kers, and fhall we ftand by and fee fuch work.

and neither lament their fins that drive men
to this, nor warmn them of the paffions and
principles that lead to it. Separation will
ruine the feparated Churches themfelves ac
lat, it will admit of no confiftency; Parties
will rife in the feparated Churches , and fepa.
rate again from them, till they are diffolved.
I befeech my dear Brethren that are otherwile
minded, to open their €yes fo far asto regard
experience.

{am not able.to bear the thoughts of Se. tart r.pss-

parating from almoft all Chrifts Churches upon
Earth; but he that feparateth from one, or
many upon a rcafon common to -almoft all,
doth virtually feparate from almoft all “and
he that feparateth from all among us upen
the account of the unlawfulnels of our Li-
qwrgy ,. and .the badnefs of all our Mini.
ftry, doth feparate from them upon a rea-
{on common to almoftall, or the far greateft
part (as I conceive.). Therefore pray we s .

Mr.




Mr. Baxter's Epz/i‘ e

Mr. Baxters Prayer.

Past 2. p.150. O That the God of love would pity and unde-

ceive the felfifb and paffionate fort of pro.

feffed Chriftians, and teach them to know what
manner of [pirits they are of ! O that he would
rebuke the evil fpirits that are gone forth ; the
Spirit of Covetonfnefs and Pride , the Spirit of Hy.
pocrifie and religious Imagery, of Self-conceitednefs,
of Malice and Wrath, of Back-bitings and Falfe-
accufing , before that both Chriftianity and Huma.
nity be turned into Devillifm, aud before Earth
be more conformable to Fell! O that the Spirit
of Light would make us of one mind, and the
Spirit of Love would miortifie both mens malig-
nant and religious paffions ,  contentionfnefs and
malice ; and caufe us to love owr Neighbours as
our lves! That as the Envious and fhriving
Wifdom from beneath hath canfed Confufion, and
every evil work; fo the Wifdom from above,
which is firft pure, then peaceable , gentle, and
eafic to be intreated, might bring forth mercy
and good fruits, Without partidlity or hypocrifie
that we might edifie the body of Chrift in love,
Eph. 4. 16. and fruftrate the hopes of the ene.
mies of our peace , who wait for our total diffe.
lution

to the N on-conformifts.

Iution, and triumph  already in owr Divifions,
(when it # their own Mill which grindeth us to
Powder ) but God can make their Oven to bake
us into a more (Chriftian and [alubrions confiftency,
( that I may ufe Ignativs’s Allegory) but it muft
be firft by fermenting us with unfeigned love, and
then we [ball be lovely in bis fight , and the God
of love and peace will be with ns.  Amen.

Mr.
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Mr. BAXTERs
VINDICATION

OF THE
CHURCH of ENGLAND
In her Rites, and Ceremonies, Difcipline,
AND
CHURCH-ORDERS

1. Standing up at the Creed and
the Antiphones.

My. Baxter's Scripture-Proof of Infant-Church-méBber-
Ship. Partlcap.6.p.121.

Humbly propound (meaning to the Affembly

of Divines ) that the Cuftom of ftanding up at
the Creed, may be reduced to its Primitive

" nature and vigour [i.e. s tis now in ufe in the
Church of England; 1t being then quite out of

ufe.) And in the next Page he reckons this among

one of thofe five plain Duties, w]ii)ch he fays muft not
be .
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be wiped out, left the Direétory be found more defe-
&ivethan the Common-Prayer-Book. :
In his Sacrilegious Defertion of the Minifiry Rebuked,]
he fays, that the Conformifts in ftanding up at the An-
tiphones, (Viz. Gloria Patri, Tt Deitm, Jubilate, &-c.)

- do better than the Non-conformifts 1 not ftand-

ing up.
2. Epifcopal Confirmation.

Seripture-Proof of Infant-Church-memberfhip.
Part. Il cap. 6.p-120-

I hummbly propound (fays Mr. Baxter) thatthe an-
cient practice of Confirmation may be reduced to its
primitive pature(i.c. as tis BOW ufed in the Church of
England y as 'plainly appeatsby his calling it (in the
fame page) The old Order of Confirmation by Bifbops:
For this he cites Calvinas earneftly defising it, Inftit.
La. cap. 19 o ] : .

In'the 122. page, he intimates Confirmation alfoto
be one of thofe plain Puties not to be wiped out, left
the Diretory be found mere defe@ive than the Com-
mon&rayer-ﬂook, and left the World be made believe
that tis fuch things (i.e.fuch plain Duties) as thefe
that we find fault with. Headds, thatfince thcre are
fo many learned and judicious oppofers, (mcaning
the Epifcopal Divines) obferving the alterations,
therefore (fays he ) tis but modeft ‘and rational o de-
fire, cither the eftablifhment of the fore-mentioned
particulars , iz Confirmation, Standing up at the

€reed, &c.. or the publication of fatisfatory Realons.

sgainft thém. - - . -
7 And in his' Polisical 4berifins; Thef236. Let Mini-

ters.

I

.

of the Church of England.

fters (fays he) be reftrained by Law, from admitting
theuncatechifed and wnconfirmed to Communion, (in-
timating very well, that he would have them looked
upon as excommunicate perfons that refufe to be cha-
techifed and confirmeed :) to whichhe prefixeth, that
if Magiftrates force not the grofly ignorant to hear
and learn, and {fubmitto chatechifing, and fuch means
of inftrution, till they are confirmed, their Baptifm
will ‘but let in corruption and confufion into the
Churches. He bath in his Treatife of Confirmation,
g.zo6,go7,208. & alibi, foundly afferted the canfe of
Conformity inthis point, which his deluded Followers do
fo profanely and fcornfully, not onely negle@, but contemn
andderide. Nor can I find that ever Mr. Baxer fownd
sonch fauls with the manner of its Admiiftration ; as
now in the Church of England. If be wonld have every
Parif-Minifter invefted with the power of Confirming,
*tis no more than what the Canons of the Church allow, if
the Bifhop think fit, ( the Bifhop or' Suffragdn, fays the
60.Canon.) Every Parifli-Minifter iay be made a Suf-
fragan, ifthe Bifhop fo pleafe. .

3. Church-Mufick by Oréans, Qr
-~ - fuchlike Inftruments. - ¢ -

" B bis Chriftian Direory, Beclefidfticl Cafés. Q; 86.

. 'Mr, Baxter renders thefe five-Reafons: for the Ul
and Lawfulnefs thereof;: = - - o
. 1. God .fet it up long after' Mofes’s Ceremonial
Law, by David, Solomon, &es =~~~ 7 7
2. Itis not meerly:an inftituted Ceremofy, bucd
matural - help:te.the Minds ah'crig; and *tis a duty,
2 and

|

3]
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and not a fin to ufe the helps of Nature and lawful
Art: As it is lawful (fays he) to ufe Spe&acles in
reading the Bible, fo it isto ufeMufick (fpeaking of
Church-Mufick ) to exhilarate the Soul.

3. Jefus Chrilt joined with the Jews thatufed it.

4. No Scripture forbids it, therefore it is not un-
lawful.

5. Nothing can be againft it, that Tknow of, bur
what may be faid againft Tunes and Melody ; for
whereas they fay, ’tis humane invention, o ate our
Tunes (Metre and Verfion: ) nay, it is not a humane
invention , asthe laft Pfalm, and many others fhew,
which call us to.praife the Lord with Inftruments of
Mufick.

The lalt Book he hath printed ( that I know of’)
viz. Poctical Fragments hathinits Preface more to the
fame purpofe.

4. Godfathers and Godmothers.

Infant-Church-memberfhip , p- freliminaf}? to the
Epiftle. .

Mr. Baxter there tells us, that the currant confent of
Hiftorians affures us of the ufe of Godfathers and
Godmothers at the Baptizing of Infants in Hyginus's
time, who lived.(as he alledgeth from Nicephorss; Pa-
rews, Piideanx, and others) within about 40 Years
of §, Jobn _the Apoftle, and converfed with the Difci-
ples and Familiars of the Apoftles; and therefore (fays
he) could not be ignorant of the practice of the Apo-
ftles in Baptizing Infants. . Thus hath he well proved
t_l}g ufe of Godfathers and Godmothers, inall proba-
hility to. be Apoftolical, at leaft, dyeupioCinus, and

.. . be-.

Qfﬂ?e Charch Qf Eﬂgland- V 23

beyond all reach of fcruple, to be of greateft antiquity *hYe;' this isf
3 YR o 1thi that fome o
in the Church, viz, forty years within the Apoftles ;2 o0 on
times. ® ’ . o : formifts have
called one of
the hardeft

5. The Antiphones, or the Peoples £zine
 bearing aPart with the Minifter in
Divine Services = .

" Chriftian Direi. Cafts Beclefaft. Q.83.
1. Says Mr. Baxter, the Scripture 10 where forbids

this. .

2. Ifthe People may do this in the Pfalmsin Metre,
there can be no reafon given, but they may lawfully
doitin Profe. S co '

3. The Primitive Chriftians, (fays he) were fo full
of the zeal and love of Clirift, that they would have
taken it for an injury, or quenching of the Spirit, to
have been wholly réftrained from'bearing a Partinthe
Praifes of the Church. o .

4. The ufeof the Tongue keeps awake the mind,
and ftirs up God’s Graces in his Servants.

5..It wasthe decay of Zeal in the People that firft
fhut out Refpones:. while they kept up the ancient
zeal, they wereinclined totake their part vocally in
the worfhip.. Thus Mr. Baxter, with more to the
fame purpofe inthe place above c?;ed» o

6 Bow--
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6. Bowing at the Name of Jesus.

Chriftian Diredfory Cafes Ecclefaftical. Q.86.

That we may Tiwfully. expres our reverence by
bowing when the Namcg;[g},}‘?_ D, JEH OV A H,

Esus, &c ] are utteted; T have met with-few
“Chriftians that deny,nor know I any reafon to deny it
'tig true, he fpeaks of “it asedually lawfulin it felf to
bow totheName JEHO V AH,GoO D, &c. as well
as JE s us, butnothing at all againft.the lawfulnefs
of bowing at thename of J E s us. S

S ~

7. It is certain fr inv Gé&'s"VVord;

that the Child fo Baptized, dying

before it commit actual fin, 1sun-

_doub’tedly faved.

Mpr. Baxter is his Pleafor.Peace makes angryexces
prion againft thisin the Rubrick after Buaptifm, " #5:0ne
oxeof thofe tb‘ii:gs--wbicb #tis finful toaffent.to 5..though
wboezll)er f;lead.r bbﬂScrigturc—prooﬁ x;Jf Infants Chuich-
memberthip., will fud it none of bis. dnag Mgmues
that Cbildregz, ( m;%my, cand. i;{;mtggqecgmdz
as will appear by and by)are boly by flared [eparation to
Gods and that all ‘Children of "Believers, (whether
finecre or hypocrites , if they are Believers profeffedly )
are undoubtedly [sved, and me baptize the Children of no
others than of Belicvers, profeffedly at lesfb.  For #iis fee

in his

of the Churclyof England.

Scripture-proof of ‘Inﬁmtx Church-memberfbip :  His
Animadverfions on " Mr.Bedford’s Tratife of Bapiif-
mal Regeneration. .

-

i3

P. 315, Speaking of Baptifiz, he kath thefe words ; The third E-

For the pardon of Original Sin, and other relative
Grace, 1 affirm that we are to judge it probably given
to the Child of .every Believer, andif any will fay, i
is certainly given to every fuch Child, even the No#-
Ele?, Twill not gainfay him. Thefe are his words
ipfiffime, which fully. and plainly import that the
Children of NonEle& Believers, (7. e. Believers 1o
profeflion onely,) do by Baptilm receive remiffion
of Original fin, and other relative Grace; whether it
be ontheaccount of the Faith of the Church in which
he is baptized, or of the bare profeffion of the Pa-
rents Faith, is excentrick to my bufine to difpute.
To proceed 5 Inthe fame page lalt cited, faith Mr.Bax-
#er, Cod hath clealy made the Parents Faith the
condition of Infants pardon sud falvation.  What
Faith, and what Parents?  Why, profetledly-belie-
ving Parents, and thebare protiflion of kaith. kor

which fee his Infant Chrrch-memberjlip, Purt. 1. cap

29.p.94. Profeffion (fayshe) 15'a probable fign, and

a Profeffor is probably a true Believers and whether
he be fp or no, we are bound to admit him among.

Believers ; and p. 92. iris fufficient that the Parentbe
virtally and difpofitively a Believer; (in contradi-
inction o his being aually fuchy) abd-im bis Letter
to Mr. Cranford, Ts 1t not alarge comfort to: Parents
(fayshe) that God doth pardon Infants their Original
fir, and put them iz flatnm [alitis 5 bus what T firft
quoted of hiny is inflar gieniis, Uk dhag:ishe. Ghils

dren

dition.

Seri-
R _
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dren even of the Non-Ele&, have pardon of fin 3 and
other relative grace by Baptifm. ST

8. Kneeling at the Sacrament.
Chriftian Direiory, Cafes Ecclefiaftical. 8.

Had I my choice, fays Mr. Baxter, 1 would receive
the Lords Supper fitting, but where Thave not my
choice, I will ufe the gefture which the Church urefgn.
There [peaks an Oracles good Reader, mark bms Wiat
could be faid more Orthodox and honeft ¢ And becanfe
ke [peaks fo home in this one place, Lie forbear citing
thofe in his Cure of Church-divifions 5 and whis Reafons
of the Chriftian Religion, where in the one place he
calls Kneeling an inoffenfive harmles Ceremony 5 1n
the other, he teacheth that Vefture, Gefture, Time,
DPlace, &c. areall at the determination of the lawful
Magiftrate.

9. Epifcopacy is Apoﬁolical,_ and of

Divine Inftitution.
Chriftian DireGfory, Cafés Ecclefiaftical.  Qu56-p-127-

Heving proved the particular Orders o Preshyters
and ‘Deafonl.’:: he gives his Reafons for alarger Epifco-

as the Margin fhewss
Pa%’eﬁdes this, fays he, i’n the Apoftles days there were
under Chrift inthe univerfal Church many general
Officers, that had the care of governing and overfee-
ing

of the Church of England. 27

ing Churchesupand down, and were fixed by ftated
relation, to none. Such were the Apoftles, Evange-
lifts, and many of their Helpers in their days. And
motft Chriftian Churches think, that though the Apo-
ftolical, extraordinary Gifts, Priviledges, and Offices
ceafe, yet Government being an ordinary partof their
work, the fame Forms of Government which Chrift
and the Holy Ghoft did fettle in the firft Age, were
fetled for all following Ages, though not with the
fame extraordinary Giftsand Adjuncts.

Becaufe 1. We read of the {etling of that Form,
viz. General Officers as well as Particular, but we ne-
ver read of any abolition, difcharge, or ceflation of the
Inftitution.-

2. If weaffirma Cellation without proof, we feem
to accufe God of mutability, as fetling one Form of
Government for one Age onely, and no longer.

3. We leave room for audacious Wits to queftion

"other Gofpel-Inftitutions, as Paftors, Sacraments, &c.

and to fay, that they were but for an Age onely.

4. It ‘'was general Officers that Chrift promifed to
be with to theend of the World, Muatth.28.20. Now,
fays he, this will hold good, or not; if not, then this
General Miniftry is to be numbred among humane ad-
ditions, to be next treated of. If it do, then there is
*another part of the Form of Government (. e. di- * Diocclan
ftin& from that of Presbyters and Deacons) proved to *P°PY"
be of Divine Inflitution. 1 {ay not another Church,
but another part of the Government of both Churches
univerfal and particular , becaufe fuch general Offi- -
cers are {o in the univerfal, asto have a general over-
fight of the particular. As an Army headed onely
by the-General himfelf, and a Regiment by the Co-
lonel, and a Troop by the Captain; but the general

E ~ Officers
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Officers of the Army, as the Licatenants Geiieral, and
Majors General, &e. are under the Lord Gereral,
in and over the Army, and have a general over-
fight over the particular Bodics, ( Regiments and
Troops. )

Now if this be the inftituted Form of Chrilt’s
Church-Government , that he him(clf rule abfolute-
ly as General, and that he have fome general Officers
under him, (not any onc having the charge of the
whole, butin the whole unfixedly, or as they volun-
tarily part their Provinces ) and that each particu-
lar Church have their own proper Paftor, onc or
more 3 then who can fay that no Form of Ckurch- -
Government is of Divine Appointment oOr Com-
mand:

Thus Mr. Baxter agd adév, folidly proving the Di-
vine Inftitution of Diocefan Epifcopacy » and ﬁtﬁciently
confuting all that he hath Jo paffionately wrote againft
the Order of Biftops, and the Conflitution of National
Churches.

10. The Oath of Priefts and Deacons
for Canonical Obedience to their
Diocefan.

Chriftian Dircifory, Cafes Ecclefiaftical: Q. 122.

The old Non-conformifts, {ays he, who thought the
Englifh Prelacy an unlawful Office., yet maintained
that it is lawful to take the Oath of Canonical Obe-
dicnce, becaufe they thought it was impofed by the

King and Laws; and that we {wore to them notas
Qfficers,

of the Church of England.

Officers, claiming a divine right in the Spiritual Go-
vernment, but as Ordinaries or Officers made by the
King, to exercife fo much Ecclefiaftical Juri{dicion

under him, as he can delegate. And if Prelacy
were proved never {o unlawful, no doubt but by the
Kings command we may {wear, or perform formal
Obedience to a Prelate, as he i3 the King’s Officer
Thus My Baxter 3 though in Plea this is in the cnumera
tion of thofe things which be fays it is finful to conform
to. And here note that this concelfion of Mr. Baxter
[peaks it larcful to fwear Obedience, not onely to the Bi-
{bop, but alfo to.the Chancellor, to the Bifpops Officials,&vc.
becaufe they are the Kings Officers : though the Oath of
Canonical Obedience requires no fuch thing, but to the Bi-
Jhop onely and bis chief Minifters.

11. The Surplice.
His Five Difputations, p.409-

_ Some decent Habit is neceffary, the Magiltrate, Mi.
nifters, or affociated Paftors muft determine what,—
If they tieall to onehabit (and fuppofe it were an in-
decent habit ) yet this is but an imprudent ufc of
power, it is a thing within the Magiftrates reach, he
doth not analien, but his own work amifs : And
therefore the thing in it felf being lawful, I would
obey him, and ufe that Garment, if Tcould not be
difpenfcd with; yea though fecondarily the whitenefs
be to fignific purity, and fo be madea teaching fign,
yet would I obey.

E2 12. The
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12. TheCrofs at Baptifm.
Chriftian Direttory, Cafes Ecclefiaftical, Ql 13.

M. Baxter doth there allow of the Sign of the
Crofs to be ufed out of Baptifin, before a Heathen,
which fhews that he doth not believe the ufe of the
Crofs tobe fimply and of it {elf unlawful.

That which Non-conformifts urge for the unlawfulnefs
of it, Bits being forbidden ix the ﬁcamf Commandment,
5 a tranfient Image andits being made a Sacrament of
the Covenant of Grace ;5 wheyeas if it were either of thefe,
it would be fo at other vimes & well as after Baptifras for.
the tinse or place wherein it is ufed, cannot alter the nature
of the thing. ~ So¥hat from M. Baxter's own concelfion
say be reafonably inferred the Lawfulnefs of its ufz but

in bis 123- p. be is more pofitive.

Queft. May one offer his Child tobe baptized with
the fign of the Crof, or the ufc of Chrifm, the white
garment, &e?

Auf. When he cannot lawfully have better, he may
and muft offer his Child to them that will fo baptize
him, rather than to do worfe, or not at all 5 becaufe
Baptifm isGod’s Ordinance and the Childs Priviledge,
and the Sin the Minifters and not his. '

M. Baxter hath afrequent diftindion:of Conformity
into.an Old and New. By theOld Conformity be means
thofé points of Conformity whick were in: being, and were
taken far Conformity-points, before the laft 3¢ jor Uni-
formity was made, and were there wo.miore reguired now
than Conformity to thofe points, ke fays, many of the Non-

conformifts wonld confors. The New Conformity, which
' ) he-

of the Church of England.

ke feems to Jay moft frickat, is differenced fromthe old in
the acceffion of thefe two points in chief , Reordination
and Renouncing the Covenant, of both which Mr.Bax-

ter hath fufficiently afferted the lawfulnefs.
13. Reordination.
Ckriftian Diredory, Cafes Ecclefiaftical. Qar.

Mr. Baxter-there grants, that the _outward part of
Ordination may be repeated : Which I take to be a ful
and plain conceffion of tbe wholé, for in Reordination

shere isnothing repeated bwt the outward part, or Cercmony -

of Invefliture..
14.. Renouncing the Covenant..
Plea for Peace. p.213.. '

Itisnot in the Subjects power, by Vows to with-
draw themfelves from obedience to Authority.

Diredory, Sett.43. AVow is as null,fays Mr.Baxter,
when the ‘matter 1s morally or civilly. out of our
power 5 asifa Child or Servant vow a thing which
he cannot do lawfully without the. confent of-Parent
or Mafter, thoughthe thing it fefbe lawful: For
God having bound me to obey my Superiours inall
Jawful things, 1 cannot oblige my felf by my own
Vows. Sett.79. of his Diredtory;

The:

i
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| 15. The defe@s and faults of the

Liturgy.

IVhen Mr. Baxtet iz bis Plea for Pcace excepts againft
the whole Liturgy, all the Coranon-Prayer-Book: For s
in grofs, asfaulty and defeclive : In the fame place he
confeflcth “the faults to be noother, than what with
them the Forms of Prayers may be ufed by a gocly
man cither in obedience to Auttiority or for Unicy,
or when better cgpnc‘)t be h?..‘d.{ ‘

16. The Errour of demanding a Scri-
pture-text, or rule, for Ceremo-
nies and Circumftances of Gods

Worfhip.

Mr. Baxters Defence of the Principles of Love,
Part 1. P.97,98,99,100,101,1012.

There are men otherwife very honelt, and truly
godly, who think that the Scripture is intended by
God, not onely as a general, but a particular Law, or
Rule, for all the very circumftances of Worfhips and
that the fecond conimandment in particular, condemns
all thatis theinvention of men, in orabout the Wor-
fhip of God; and that to deny this, is to deny the
perfe&ion of Scripture Thope the number is
but {mall that are of this opinion. We are obliged to
take heed of countenancing this Errour Forif it
prevail, what abundance of hurt will it do ?

1--2.1¢
-]

of the Church of England.

1.—=2. Itdraweth men into the dangerous guilt
of adding to the Word of God, under pretence of
{tri& expounding it, and defending its perfe@tion and
extent.

. 4. It altereth the very definition of the
the holy Scripture, and maketh itanother thing. That
which God made to be thc Record ofhis holy Co-
venant, and the Law and Rule of Faith and Holinefs,
and the general Law for outward modes and circum-
frances, which are but accidents of Worfhip, is pre-
tended by men to be aparticular Law, for that which
it never particularly medleth with.

5. It f{orely prepares men for Infidelity, and to de-
ny the divine authority of the Scripture, and uterly
to undoall, by over-doing. If Satan could but once
make men believe, that the Scripture is a rule for thofe
things which are not to be found in it, and which
God never madeitto be a rule for. He will next argue
againft it, asa delufory and imperfett thing--- hethat
believes it to be given as fuch a particular rule, and
then finds that it is (ilent, or utterly infufficient to that
ufe, is like next to caft it away asa delufion, and turn
anlInfidel, or Antifcripturift.

6. This miftake tends to calt all rational Worhip
out of the Church and the World. . LRENE

7. Thisopinion will bring in all confufion; inftead
of pure reafonable Worfhip, while every man is left
to find that in Scripture, which never was there, and
that,as the onely rule of his actions, one will think that
he finds one thing there, and another another thing,
for it muft be re:%ity and verity which muft be the
term of Unity , men cannot agree in that which is
not. : :
8. It will let in Impiety and Errour, for when men
are fentto feek and find that which :is not there, eve-
Ty
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ry man-will think that he findeth that which his own
corrupted mind brings thither.

9. And hereby all poffibility of Union among Chri-
fians and Churches muft perifh, till this errour perifhs
forif we muft unite onely in that which is notin be-
ing, we-muft not unite at alls

1c. Hereby islaid a Snare to tempt men into odious
cenfures of each other 3 (of which fee my Authorex-
cellently at large.) - -

11. Hereby Chriftian love will be quenched, when
every man mulk account his Brother an Idolater, that
cannot fhew a Scripture for the hour, the place of
Worfhip, &ve.

12. And hereby back-biting, {landering, and railing
muft go currant as no fin, while every Calvin, Cart-
aright, Hilderfhan, Perkins, Sibbs, &-c. that ufed a

Form of Prayer, yea, all the Chriftians in the World *

muft be accufed of Idolatry, as ifit were a truc and
righteous charge : And .

13. All our fins will be fathered on God, as if the
fecond Commandment, and the Scripture-perfedion
required all this, and taught Children to difobey
their Parents and Mafters, and fay your Prayers and
‘Catechifms are Images and Idols, &

14. It will rack and perplex the Confciences of all
Chriftians, when [ muft take my felf for an Idolater,

+ill T can find a particular Law in Scripture for every,

Tune, Metre, Tranflation, Method, Vefture, Ge-
fture, &c. that I ufe in the worfhipping of God ; when
Confience muft build onely in the Air, and reft only
on a word -which never was. - _

15: It will have a confounding influence into all
the affairs and bufinefs of ourlives.

Laftly, It will fright poor people from Scripture
and Religion, and make Us, our Doérine and V\ﬁ}r-

of the Church of England. o
fhip: ridiculous in the fight of all the World.

Thefe are the confequences (which Mr. Baxter
fhews very well at large) of that impradticable and
€TTOneous do&rine of demanding a particular Text of
Scripture for the Ceremonies and Circumftances of
Gods worfhip.

17. The Church of England not guil-
ty of any kind of Falfe-worthip.

Defence of the Principles of Love. Part 2.p.3,4.

- Mr. Baxter having recited the (even feveral kinds
of falfe Worfhip, acquits the Church of England from
all, and proves at large (in the Pages here cited) that
it is not guilty of falle Worthip in any kind or any ac-
ceptation whatfoever, any more than Mr. Bag foaw
(whom he there fpeaks particularly to) or the reft of
the Non-conformifis axe ntheir extemporate Prayers.

18. A general Vindication of the
- Liturgy and Ceremontes. -

- Defence of the Principles of Love. Part 1. 9c,91.

_Todo it (7.c. toufe, as he calls it, an unreformed
Liturgy) out of choice, is one thing; ‘to doit asa duty
put upon-us by Gods pravidence and our Governours,
when we can do no better, is another thing: itisGod
that hath pulled down our liberty and opportunity
to ferve him better, and we muft-obey him. Itisno

F faulty
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faulty mutability to change our prattice, when God
by changing our candition doth change our duty 5 no
more than it was in Augufline, who profeffeth that he
would worfhip God, as to Forms and Ceremonies, ac-
cording as the Church did with which he joined,
where-cver he_came.

19. The foundnefs of the Doctrine of
the Church of England. -

Defence of the Principles of Love. Part 2.p.3.

The Doftrine of the Church of England isfo found,
that the Independentsand Presbyterians have ftill of-
fered tofubfcribe to it, inthe 39. Articles.

Thus hath Mr. Baxter copioufly vindicated
the Church of England in almoft every point

.of Conformity which is any thing material ;

which fhews that Non-conformifts themfelves
do not really believe what they have fug-
gefted to, and impofed upon the belief of
their Followers concerning the finfulnefs of
Conformity.

And that what they except againft in Con-
formity, isnot upon the account of its Sinful-
nefs, but Inexpediency onely; which neither
the Law of God, Nature nor Nations did ever
allow the People tobe Judges of, but the Ru-

lers

-

of the Church of England.

Jers onely : and therefore ought in point of

Chriftianity and right Religion, to be fub.
mitted to, for the fake of thofc great Chriftian
duties, Peace, Unity and Obedience to Magi-
firates ; for the convi&tion of our religious
Enemics, for the good and profperity of the
Church, for the fafery, honour, and welfare
of the King and three Kingdoms, for the cre-
dit of Chriftianity, and for the glory of God,
to whom be glory for ever and ever.

FINIS.
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