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Pirected tomy worthy Frietid,
Henry Afburft; Efquire, Citizen of
London.

Jear and faithful F riend,

AT Hen this Book was
\ RE M Printed and pafling
s intothe World with-
out the ordinary or-
hament of a prefixed
o ‘honoured Name, my
foughts reduced me into the com-
on way, though niot upon the tom-
- Az mon
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The Profuce.
mon reafons. affuring me that you
name’, would be more than
accident or ceremony to fuch a dj
coutfe asthis; evena part more {y),
ftantial than a Map isin a Treaife
Geography, or the well-cut Figury
mn - Tra&ates of Anatomy. Dj
courles of Navigation, Architegr
Mufick, ¢re. may almoft as hope-’
fully infiruct the Learners, withoy
any vifible operations or effedts,
the CharaQers of well-temper
Chriftians’, can duly inform the
minds of ignorant ungodly men, d
fo Divine a thing as Chriftianicy anf
Godlinefs | without acquaintanc
with fome fuch Perfons | in whon
thefe Characers arc manifeftly ex
emplified. . Wife and holy prece,
are to make wife and holy perfons: &
is fuch Perfons as well as fuch Prece
which bear the image of God:
which indeed is moft perfect in exafl
nfS andintegrity im the precepts ; (fori

: ‘ them

The Preface.

themr is no imperfectian or errour, as
they are of God ;) Butitisof greater
final Exccellency, 1n activvity and sfeful-
neffas itisinmen. And therefore as
God delighteth in his fervants, and
is Glorified in and by them in the
world ; fo Satan ufually ehoofeth
fuch Perfons, to reproach and make
odious ro the ignorang, rather than
the holy Precepts immediately | by
which they are directed ; both be-
caufe their HolinefS is moft exafperating
by aétirvity ; and alfo moft lyable to
calumny and contempt, throygh im-
perfection, and mixcure of thacwhich
indeed is warthy of diflike. Till
- Godlinefs and (Chriftianity be vifible in
full perfeétion, and elevated above the
contradsétion of folly, and the contenpn
of pride, the blind diftrated minds
of hardened forfaken finners, will
not acknowledge its divine celeftial
nature, and worth : But then it will
be too late to become partakers
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~ The 'Freface;
of it: They muft both kiow and pf-

J¢f it in its infancy and minority, who

will ever enjoy it in its heavenly dig-
nity and glory.  If feafonable illy-
mination and converfion, confute no
the deceits and {landers which pridg
and ignorance have cntcrtaines, thé
too-late confutation of them by death
andtheir following experience, will
-make them wifh, that they had been
wife at cheaper rates ; when it will
be in vain to cry, Gicve us of yornr Oyle,
for our Lamps are out, Mat. 25. 8.

~ Butwhile Ioffer your name tothe
malicious world, as an inftance ofthe
temper which I here deferibe, I in-
tend it notas a fingular though an emi:
nent inftance : For through the great
mercy of God, there are thoufands
of examples of confirmed Chriftians,
among us in this Land, even before
thofe eyes which will not fee them.
But it 1s not Catalogues but fingle
- names, which Writers have ufed in
| this

The Prefage.
this way.  And why may I not take
the advantace of Cuftome, to leave
to the Worfd the teftimony of my
eltimation and great refpeéts; to fo
deferving a perfon of the primitive
Chriftian Catholick temper: And to
let them know, what fort of men
were my molt dear and faithful
friends 2 And alfo thus to exprefs
my love, by telling you clofely what
yos muft be, as well as by telling the
World for their example, what you are,
Upon thefe accounts, withour your
knowledge or confent, I prefume
thus to prefix your name, to this
Treatife written long ago, but now

publifhed by
Your faichful Friend,
From my Lodgin ' ctor
o New-Prigfong, Rich. Baxter,
?mu- 14. 1669,
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Readey, When T had gathered the Ervata 1 was Readers , . |
"eparated by a Prifon from thofe Collc&ions ; and havi ,

i

hut two of the Shects now at hand, I fhal give you the TV .F 1S a matter ofgreatehrv_mo~
Eria:c of them only, ‘ SRR (|7 A ment than I can- CXPl'C@,
"WN the Contgmts. it 15. for Louvers of God read Loveof God,. o what Ide‘g or Imldjge OfEthg
Pag.§63. 1. 5. for to fix v, and fix. pag. 163.1.18. blat ow. . i iAo -1 § nature of GCODLIN S
Shat.'p. 164, ). 5. for thatr. thas. p. 169. 1. 10. for . RURSER ' avid CHRIST[AN[TY is
v. for. p. 170.1. 8. forcaver. ewre. All the reft I have forgotren, - [ HEE DL

- Yuprinted upon sens minds:

new! ¢ oo filthy for fIfb1x, - ’
frvehac fomewhere | respember iy or f24 - JThe defcription which is expreféd in the
t Qured Scripturesy is true and full : The
thing defcribed is rtitional, pure, perfet,
uwblameable and amiable. - That which
is expreffed in the Lives of the molft, is
. Jrothing fo; but is purblind, defiled,

mimed, imperfe, culpable, and mixt
With fo much of the contrary quality,
that to them that cannot diftinguifh the
thaff from the Wheat, the Sickneff from
the Life, it feemeth an unreafonable, fan-
ifull, loathfome and vexations thing 5 and
b far from being worthy to be preferred
before all the Riches, Honours and Plea-
lires of the world, that it {eemeth wor-
y to be kept under as a troubler of

A2 King-




| To the Reader.
Kingdoms; Societies and Souls. . Ay
doubtle(s' this monfirons Expreffion of ity
mens Lives, is becaufle the perfed expre

Jior of itin Gods Word, hath not maje
a fruc imprelfion upon the Aind, and coy.
fequéntly ugon the Heart. For asit is Joumd
Dodlrine which mut make found Ghriftian
{o Dolirine worketh on the wil and affe-
&Fionsnot asit is in i felf, and as delivers,
butasit is uaderflood, [:elie'ped,?.?i‘e"ixe‘rﬁ&'ﬂd,
confidered 5, even as it is imprigted on iy
Aind, and #f¢d by it. And fﬁt’-i&tqp‘
natter; or defeitive application, tay ca
the Image op, the Wax to ba Ewperfh
though made, by the moft perfect Seal: fs
15,1t 10 this cale 5. when one man doth
defedively mnderfland the Scripture-de
fcription of a, godly man, ‘or Chriftian;
and another, by mi(uender(tanding mixeth
Jalfe conceptions of his own 3and another by
a corrupt depraved will doth hinder the
underftanding from believing, cr remem-
bring, or confidering and #ftng what it part-
ly apprehendeth 5 what wonder if the
Godhr_lefé and Chri {tianity in their hearts
be unlike the Godlinefs and Chriftianity
nthe Scriptures : When the Law of God
In Nature and Scripture is pure and uncor
rupt,and the Law of God written imper-

)

 fettly on the beart, is there mixe with the

carnal Law #x their members, no mawel if

L '

To the Reader.

it be exprefféd accordingly in their lives.
I have therefore much endeavoured in
all my writings, and efpecially in this, to
draw out the full pourtraiture of a Ghri-
flian or godly man indeed, and to defcribe
Gods Image on the {oul of man, in fuch a
manner as tendeth to the juft information
ofthe Readers mind, and the filling up of
the wants,and re¢tifying the errors which
may be found in his former conceptions of

{it. And I do purpofely inculcaté the fame
[ things of't, in feveral writings (as whenl
' | preached I did in all my Serntons) that the

Reader may find that I bring him not un-
digefted needlefs novelties, and that the
frequent repetition of them may help to
make the deeper and fuller impreffion: For
my work is to {ubferve the Holy Ghoft, in
Mting Gods Law inte mens hearts, and
writing it outtruly, clearlyand fully spor
their inward parts 5 that they may bé made
Jich them(elves,by underftanding through-.
lywhat they wraft be, and what a f6/id Chri-
}ia‘m is: And that thus they may be born
Quin by the incorruptible,immortal feed, the
Word of God which will live and abide for
er 3 and may purZ/r’e their fouls in obeying
he truth througlh the Spirit, 1 Pet. 1. 22,
3,25. He is thebeft Lawyer, Phy(ician;
Youldier;&c. who hath his Doctrinein his
brain,and not only in his Books : and hach
- A3 digeflted
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To the Reader, 7
digefted his reading into an intelleGual

{ylteme and habit of knowledge. If Mini.-

- ftershad an- hundred times over repeated
the'integral ponrtraiture or charatter of 4
Jound Chriftian, till it had been as familii
to the minds and memories of their hearer,
asis the defcription of a’Magiftrate, 3
Phyfieian, a School-mafter, a Hufband-
man, a Shepherd, and fuch things as they
are well acquainted with, it would have
been a powerfull means to make fiuud
Chriftians.But when mens minds conceive
of aChriftian, asa man chat differeth fron
Heathens and Infidels, in nothing but
holding the Chriffian Opinions, and ufing
different words and ceremonies of worfhip,

~ andfuchlike, no wonder if fuch” be but
opinionative lifele(s Chriftians : And if

- their Religion make them no better than 2
Seneca or Flutarch, 1 fhall never believe
that they are any furer to be faved than
they, And fuch a fort of men there are,
that fuppole Chriftianity to confift butof
the(e three parts; 1. The Cbriftian Di-
&rineacknowledged(which they call Faith)
2. The Orders and Ordimances of the Chri-
JEian Churchand Worfbip, fubmitted to, and
decently ufed (whichthey call Godliref.)
And 3. Thebears and /ife of a Cato, Cicen,
or Sogrates adjoyned : But all that goeth
beyond this, {which is the Life of Chyi

Atianiy |

R

| T the Reader. = =

fhanity and Godlinefs,a Lively Faith,and

Hope, and Love, a Heavenly and Holy

pind and life, from the renewing indwel- -
ing Spirit of God, which isdelcribed in

s Treatife) they areftrangers to it, and

tke it to be but fanfie and hypocrifie.

Thele No-Chriftiansdo much to reduce the

Church to Infidelity; that there may be’
irdeed.No Chriftians in the world. For my

part I muft confefs, if there were no bet-

ter Chriftians in'the worldthan thefe, I

tiink I fhould be no Chriftian my felf:

Andif Chrift »2ade men 10 better than the

Religion of Socrates, Cato or Seneca, and

didno more to the reparationand perfe&t-

ing of mens hearts and lives,I fhould think

tobetter of the Chriftian Religion than of
theirs: For the means is to be eftimated
by: the End and Ufe: And that’s the beft
Phyfician that hath the Remedies which
are fitteft to work the cure. 1f God had
not acquainted me with a fort of men that
hive really more Holinefs, Mortification,
Spirituality, Love to God, and to orie
wother, and evento enemies, and more

henvenly defires, expectations and de-

lights, than thefe men before defcribed
have, it.would have been a very great
hinderancetomy Faith. = "¢
“Thefame may. I fay of thofe that place -
Godlinefsratd Chriltianity only in hold-
Voo iy A4 ing .
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To the Reader,
ing ftrict opinions, and in affected need,
lefs fingularities, and in the fluent Orato;,
ry and length of prayer, and avoidigg
other mens forms and modes of worfhip,
and in any thing fhort of a Reneiwed, Holy;
Heavenly heart and life. ‘ I

And undouhtedly if a trye, fall Chy
racter of Godlpmeffhad been imprinted iy
their minds, we'(honld never have feen
the Profeflors of it (o blotted with fep.
fuality,fclfifhnels,pride, ambition, wosld-
linefs, diftruft of God, {elf-conceitedref;,
herefie, fchi{m, rebellions, un uietnefs,
impatiency, unmercifulnefs, an cruelty
to mens (ouls and bodies, as we have feer
them in this age; and all this juftified as
confiltent with Religion.” y

~And Ifear that becaufe this Treatifs.
will fpeak to few that are not fome way
guilty, every face which hath a fpot or
blemith will be otfended with the glafs :

- and Jeft the faulty will fay thae I parti-
cularly intended to difgrace them: Butl
muflt here tell the Reaﬁer, to prevent his
mifunderftanding, that if he hall imagine’
that I have my eyes upon particular pare
ties, and as a- difcontented perfon do in-
tend to blame, thofe that differ from my.
felf; or to grieve inferioyrs, ordithonous.
and afper(e fuperionrs,; they: wil} miftake
nie, and wrong themfelyess'apdime, whos

=ro

To the Reader. Iy
fafe ' intend * but the true De cri=
p{g;ﬂ‘g?l%ﬂbd Chrifflans, difeafed Chri-
ins, and feemtpg Chriflians. .
And for the manner of this writing, L
amconfciousit hath butﬂlttlg.eqw@
it. The matteristhat for which' iy 1y %ub‘-;
ited. TheLord ¥erulam in his Eﬂ yey
truly faith, that much readtng!_q‘#ﬁi.%?
fills much diféourfe loth make' brbieéadly,
md wmuch writing doth make a man exadif.
Though T have had my part of all thefe

means, yet being parted five years from

my.Books, and three years frommy Preach-
inﬁ, th:\ eftetts may decay 5 and you muft
expet neither Quotations or Oratory
Teftimonies or ornament of ftile : B}l_t
having not yet wholly ceafed from Wris-
ing, 1 may own (o much of the exaifnef§ as
will allow meto intreat the Reader, not
to ufe me as many have dones who by
over-looking fome one word, have made
the fenfe another ‘thing, and have made it
scrime to be exain Writing, becaufethey
cannot or will not be exa& 7» Reading, or
diaritable or humane in interpreting.

profefledly
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MH E Characters of 4 fbrone. con.
& \"'; "ﬂrmedCbr{]liai.’. ﬂ ga;:”x
‘e-Heliveth by Juch a Faith of
g -unfeen things a5 governeth
VOV - bis foul dnflead of fight. ¢
2. He hath.. cogent . Reafons for bis Relj.
vigioms o o T
3:- He feeth the well-ordered frame of ﬁcrez
- werities, and the integral partsin their
“iharmony_or. confort 5 and festerh not .
cwone truth againft another, . I
&: He adhereth to thenr,and pradifeth them,
JFowr an inward connatural principle, c‘al3
led, The Divine Nature, wzd The Spi-:
. rit of Chrift. - : 12
s.LHe Jervethnot God for fear only,
. Ovc. . . ;“.‘. HEA .
6. Heloveth God, 1. Multl;fbr his Goozl‘."
Jefs to himfelt. 2. gad. more. for bis.
Goodnefs.to the Church. -3 and -moft
of all for bis eflential..Goodne(s and
petfection. .16
7. He takeththis Love andits Expreffions
‘. ,ﬁ,’; the heart and height of all his Relj.
agion, : |
8. He bath abfolutely put bis foul and all /JII?

A,

)
but . for

bo,f esinto the hand of Chr ‘ﬁa and /ivefbll& He is cruci]’:{d 10 the world ,

by

-yttt R ALY
The *Con-tcnts. R

The Contents. |
‘byfaithupon hims as his Savionr.

21
. He taketh Chrift as the Teacher [ént ffone

God, and bis Dollrine for the truefl wif-
doms, and learneth of none but in fubor-
dination to bim. 23

\0.His Repentance is univerfal and effenal,

-and hathgoneto the Root of every fin. 25
11. He loveth the Light, as it [heweth him bis
fin and duty 5 and is willing to know the
worlk of fin, and the moft of dutye 27
13. He dq{iretb the higheft degree of Holinefs,
and bath no [in which he iad not rather

Jeavethan keep,and had rather bethe Beft,

though in poverty, than the Greateft in pro-
fperity. - 30
13. He liveth upon GOD and HEAVEN as the
End, Reward,and Motive of bis Life. 32

14. He counteth no coft or pains too great for

v the obtaining it, and bath nothing (o dear
which be cannot part with for it. 35
15. He is daily exercifed in the praitice of
+ Self-denial as (wext io the Lovers of God)
the fecond balf of bis Religion. 38
16. He bath mortified bis flefbly defires, and
fo far reaftereth bis fenfes and appetite that
they make not bis obedience very uneafie
or uueven. ‘ 42
17, He preferreth the means of bis holinefs
and happinefS, incomparably before all pre-

vifions and pleafitres of the flefb. - 45
and the

weorld

SU——_
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- The Contents.

world to him by the crof of chrip .
. conkemsmeth it through »f;,wf;eliefﬁq’f%
~ greater things of the Isfe to come, 4)
89. He forefeeth the End in all his gy,
.- and judgeth of all things as they will apf
_pesraslafd. - 50
R0. He liveth upor God alone, and is ;q,
bt with bhis Javonr  ar-d approbation.
without the approbation and favour of 1 meu’.

L 53
aX. He bath abfo/utely deyoted himfClf 4
Al that be bath o God, 1o be njét{ aj:’cord'il
C gt hiswill. 56
22. He hath areadine(s to obe Jand a guick

and pleafant compliance of 5‘;’: will to the
will of God, = . 58
33. Hedelightoth himfelf more in God, and
. Heaven, and Chrift, and Holinefs, than in
all the world : Religion is not tedipus
a;;c]l grie&xo? to him. 59

*4 Hois confeions of his own fincerit . and

qffrred of bis jlyf/fcatipn; and {itle to
_Ever/qﬂz’ug..jzygef. . 66

25. This Affurance doth not make bine more

garelefi and remifs, but #ucreafeth his loge

- and boly diligence, - 68

26. Tethe abborreth Pride as the firft born of
the Depil, andis very low and vile in his
W% ees,andcan cafily endure 10 be Jow and

. pile m the g@;gyf‘ others, €9
21 Being acquainted with.the deceitfulnefSof

the

: The Contents. .
the hears,ancl the methods of temptation.bhe
~liveth as among fnares, and enemies, and

dangersind'conflant watch 5 and can con-
guer many and [ubtil ; and great tem-

- prations(shiongh grace.) .72
18. He hath counted what it may coft bir to
befaved, and bath refolved nov to flick at
Juffering, but to bear the Croff, and be on-
formed o his crucified Lovd, and hath al-
ready in heart foraken all for him, 74
29, B8 is not 4 Chriftian onlyfor company or
carinal ends, ‘or_upon trufl of other miens
opinion, and therefore wowld be yrus o

- Ghrift, if bis Rulers, bis Teachers bis Com-
Pany, and all that be knowerh [howld for-

- Jake bim. - R 4
30. Hecan digeft the bardeft Truths of Scvi-
piure, and the hardeft paffages of Gods
Provideuce. 8o
31, Hecarn exercife all bis Graces in harmo-
ny, without negleling one to ufé amother or
Jétting one againfl another, © 8
32. He is more ingetting and uling Grace,
~ than in eénquiring whether he have it
* (though he do that alfo in its place.) 82

33. He fiudieth Duty more than Events,and

25 more carcfull what be fhould be towards

God than how he fhall (here)be ufed by bgn. .

, 3
34. He is more regardfall of bis duty to
" dthers ¥h%% of1heirs 10 bim,anc bad much

rather

Lol



The Contents,
. rather fuffer wrong, thar do ir. 84

33. He keepeth up a conflant vaernmeht‘of

~bis Thoughts, . vefiraining them Jrom evil,

. and ufing them upon God,and for him.8;.

36. He kecpeth aconfant Government over

 bispafions, o far as tha they pervers s

ks judgement, his heart, - bis tongue or
. adions. - oo 88
37 Hegoverncth his tongues imp) oying it for
Godand reflrasuing it fromenil. . go
38., Heart:work and Heaviniwork are. the
pringipal pastéts of his religious difconrfe,6-
- wptharren controverfies.or impertinencies.ga
39. e liyeth upon the common great fubftan.
dials (] lig{igig(:j, and yet will not deny the

Jorallelt Trih,or commis the frmalleft fin,for

any price that man can offer bim.” g3

40. Heis a bfgb eftecmer, and carefull Re-

decmer of Time jand abhorreth 1dlene(s and

Diverfions which wonld rob bim of it . 98

4 Y. Hisheart is fet upon doing all the good

in the world that be is able : It is bis daily
bufinefS and delighs,

o 101,
42.He truly loveth bis ne;ghboyr as himfelf. 103

. Hebhath afpecial love to'alf odly Chrift:-
43:1721 @ ﬁtcbg}{%ﬂ  Jiich as will itft Sfrick as {iﬂ
in its due exprclfions s mar b turned into
bittcrmefiby yollerable differemces. . 104
44 He forgiveth'injuries,and loveth bis enc-
miesy and doth. them all the good be can 5
Jrom the [enfe of the love of Chrift 10 him. 506
-  45. He

< .

' ﬁ)t’GQd-_ T ey A :
$0. Judgement azd Zeal.conjunct are his
wcenflitution. : His Judgement Aindleth

-

The.. Contents.

45 He dotb as he would be donebys andis as
. precife in the Juflice of his dealings with

< men, as in alks.of piety toGod. 108
46.He is faithful and laborious in bis omtward
“#rade or,calling, not out of covetonfneff, bus
obedience to God. S I
47. Heis very confionable in the duties of his
. Jeveral Relations, in bis family or other fo.
.. Ciety a6 afuperionr, inferionr or equal. 112

48. Heis the beft fubjec whether bis Rulers be

good or bad, thongh Infidel and vwgodly Ru-
ders may mifbake & ufe bim as theworfb.1) 3

49.His truft in God doth svercome the fear of

[man, andfetslebim in o conflant forfiiyde
» t [ETRE I ‘ I 2 !

+ Zeal, and kis Lealis fhill judicious. 123
51, Hecanbearthe infirmities of the ieak
and their cenfures and abufes of himfelfsand

. requiteth thens not with wucharitable cen-
_ [fure or reproach. s

2. He 75 a high eflecmer of the Unit y of Chri-

’ ‘-132 6

Sians, and abhorresh the principles, [pirit
' and pra€tifés of Diviffon. 128
53.He feeketh the Churches unity and concord

w0t upon partial, unrighteous, or impoffible,

-~ but upon the polfible rightions terms here
- mentioned, - 139
34 Heisof a mellow peaceable pirit = nop
mafterly, domineering, burtpull, unquiet
o or



" Ttie Contente.

L or contentibms; s 3#6
95 He bigbliet vegardeh the intireft of o8} 4
- mens [aboation dmthe world and vegardeth no f.
© L cularintéret of b abm, or .dny Wans, . but \in fi
- s \ferviency theveto. '

1

56, He isufually bated for bie Holinefs By the wiék?dz
.. and eenfured, for hie Charity and Pcaceablencf by
| 8kt Jacitdus ardvbe hoeiks and U thoued by niciths
from thé ey sfIrih, g
59- Though be-abbor ungodly foul-deftriyimg Misiifer;
et be reverenceth the Ofict a5 eorffury £0:the
. Church and world; and bighly valieth the. bl
. faitkfub Lubourers, R 1
'-"5‘%,,- He-hath great Experience of the Frovidence,
U 'h_l!fh, i?n‘f}u,ﬁicc of Ged, to fortific him againg
‘H‘»'é"\l"’ﬁ‘“il)r)‘f&llhbéliéﬁ . 16
59. Toough be greatly defireth lively Affectioni and
" \gifts, yev be which mare vubuethiibe thive Kffemibd
.. parksafbolinefl. 1. A high cimation in then.
desfianding of God, Chrift, Holikef wnd Heavex,
 aboye adlshat be fet in any competition. . 2, 4 1t.
(lyed choice and adhefion c{:bg Will, to thefe
above aud dgainft'all competitors.. Bi be fecking
the firlt, i che erideavours of the life.  And by
thefe be judgesh of the fincerity of bis béarr, 162
0. He ie all his lifé rioufly prepdﬂ»}for bir eath,
& ifit were at band s and is veudy 1o veceivé she

- femtence withjoy; -but efpecially be longerb for the
. bleffed day of Chrifts appearing, as the anfwer of al
bie defires and bopes. 164
‘Six s of thefe ChardGhers. 4170

i
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THE

CHARACTER

1 A Sound-Confirmed Cbriflian,
2 And of tbe Weak Chriftian,
3 And of the Seeming Chriftian.

gn N the Explication of the Text,
which I made the ground of
the foregoing difcourfe , 1 have
fhewed you that there is a De-
/ % gree of Grace to be expected
27 @ and (ought after by all true Chri-
fians, which putteth the Soul into a femnd, con-
fitmed, vadicated fRate, in comparifon of that weak ,
difiafed, tatsering condition, which moft Chrifti-
s now continuein. And I have thewed you
how defireable a ftate that 1s, and what calami-
ties follow the languifhing unhealthfull ftate even
of fuch as may be faved. And indeed did we but
tight!ly underitand, how deeply the errorsand fins
e B ot
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of many well. meaning Chriftians, have wounded
the inegreft ofReligion in this aﬁg; and how ey,
noufly they have dithonoited God, and Cﬂhgd

the cnemics of holynefs to blafpheme, ‘and hardep.
ed thoufands in. Popcty sxid Wagbdlinefs, in P,

bability to their perdition: Had we well obfeyy.
ed when Gods Judgementd have begun, and un.
derftood what fins have caufed our Warres, ang
Plagues and Flames, and wor than all thef, by
great heart. divifions, and ‘Church-diftra®ioris and
convulfions; we thould ere this have given over
the flattering of our (elvés' and one another, in
fuch a Heaven-provoking ftate ; and the oftents.
tion of thdt little goodnefs., which hath beey
eclipfed by fuch lamentable ¢vils. And inftcad of
thefe, we fhould have betaken our filves to the
exercife of fuch a ferious deep Repentance as the
quelity of our.ffins, and the greatnefs of Gods
Chattifements do require. It 15 a dolcfull cafe to
fee how light many make of all the reft of their
diftempers, when once they think that they hare
fo much Grace and Montification, asis ablolute-
ly neceffary to fave their (onls: - And exped that
Preachers fhould fay hittle to weak Chriftians, but
words of comfort, {etting forth their happines:
And yet if onc of them, when he hath the Gout,
or Stone, ar Collick, or D:optie, doth fend for
a Phyfitian, he would think himfIf derided o
abuled, if his Phylitian inftcad of curing his dif
cafe, fhould only comfors him by telling him that
heis notdead: . What excellent difputations have
Cicero and Seneca, the Platonijts and  Stoicks, to
prove that Virtue ir of it [elf fufficient to make Man
bappy 2 And yet many Chriftians live as if Eoling
were but the way and means to their flisity, ot

: at
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atibelk buta fmall pars of their. felicity it folf;  or
asif felicity it fclf grew burdenfome, or were not
defireable in this:life 3 or a fmall:degree of it 'were
s good as a greater. :

- And too maoy miftake the will of God, and
the nature of Santification, and place their .Re-
ligion*in the hot profecution of thofe miftakes :
They make a compofition of error and paffion, and
an unyielding ftiffacff in them; and fiding with the
Cbwrch or party. which maintaineth them,. and an
uscharitable cemfuering thofe that are againft them,
end an anpeaceable contending for them ; And. this
sompofition they miltake for Godlinefs,. efpecial-
ly.if there be but a fcw drams of Godlinefs and
“Truth in the compofition, though corrupted and
‘over-powered by the reft. :

For thefe mifcarriages of many well-meaning
zealous perfons, the Land mourneth, the Churches
groan 3 Kingdoms ave difturbed by them; Fami-
lies are di{quieted by them 5 Godlinefs is hinder-
¢d, and much dithonoured by them ; the Wicked
are hardened by them, and encouraged to hate
and blaipheme and oppofe Religion; the glory of
the Chriftian Faith is obfcured by them ; and the
Intidel, Mahometan and HeatherWorld, are kept
from Faith in Jefus Chrift, and many millions of
Souls deftroyed by them. I mean, by the mif-
«<arriages of the weaker fort of Chriftians, and by
the wicked lives of thofe carnal Hypocrites, who
for cuftome or worldly intereft do profe(s that
Chriflianity .which was never received by their
heal’ts- Co : o

- And all this ig.much promoted by their indif-
«retion, who are fo intent upon the confolatory
‘opening of the fafety. and happme(s of Believers,
: _ B 2 that
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One part of this tov reuch negle@ed work |
have endcavoured to perform in the forcgoing

- Treatife 5 Another I fhall attempt.in this fecond

Part: There are five Degrees or ranks of trye
Chriftians, obfervable : 1. The Weakgt Chriflic
ans, who have only the Effentials of Chriftianity,
or very little more : As Infants that are alive, byt
of little firength or ufe to others. . 2. Thofe that
are Japfed into {ome wounding fin, though not
intd a ftatc of damnation; Like men at age, who
bave loft the ufe of fome one member, for the
‘prefent, though they are Grong in other parts,
3. Thofe that having the Integral parts of Chri
ftianity in a confiderable meafure, are in a Jomnd
and bealthfull ftate; though ncither perfed, nor of
the higheft form or rank of Chriftians in this life,
nor. without fuch infirmities, as are the mat-
ter of their daily Waschfislnef; and Humiliation,
4- Thofe that are fo firong as to attain excraor.
dmary degiees of :grace, who are therefore com-
paratively called Perfet,as Mt 5. 45. § Thofe
that have an shfulute Perfetion without fin, that i8,
The Heavenly Mhabitants,

Among all thefe, it is the third fort or degree,
which [ have here chara®erized, and upon the by,
the firft firt and the Hypocrite. T meddle not now
with the Lapfcd Chriftian as fuch, nor with
thofe Giants in holinefs of cxtraordinary ftrength,
nor with, the perfe@ blefled. Souls in Heaven::
But, it is the Chriflian who hath attained that
confirmation in grace, and compofed, quiet, fruit-
full ftate, which we mizhe ordinarily exped, i
we were induftrious, whefe Image or Charattu

~ that they omit the due explication of their De.
-feription, their Dangerxs and cheir Daties.
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I thall now prefent you with: I..<all him oft-
tihes A Cbhriftisn indeed, in. allufion to Chrifts

Heleription of Naithaniel, Job. x.47. and as we
dmmonly: ufe :that word, for ome that anfwereth:
lis:own profeffiom:without any notable dithonour
a defect « Asiwe fay; fuch a man is a Scholar in-
#ed; and :not as fignifying his meer fincerity. 1
mean one whofe: heart and life is fo conform to
the. Pririciples, the Rule and th: Hopes of Chri~
Bianity,. that'to the Honour of Chrift; the trhe
Nature of our Reéligion is: difcermble .in his con-
yerfation, Mari. 5. 18. Iir whom 'an impartial In.
fidel might perceive.che true nature of the Chri-
fian Faith.:and- Godlinelsi. . If the World - -were
fuller of (uchliving Images of Chrift,- who: like
e RegeneratoChildren reprefetit:their Heavenly
Father, Chriftianity would not have ‘met withfox
much prejudice, nor had fo miny encmies in the
World, nor would fo many millions have been
kept in the darknefs of Heathenifm and Infidc-
lity, by flying from Chriftians, as a fort of people
that axe common and “unclean, = R

Among Chriltians, there are Babes, that muft
befed with milk, and not with firong meas, that
are unskilfull in the word of righteimfnefss 1 Fob.
2.2. 12, 13, 14. Heb. 5. 12, 13, 14. and Novices,
who arc unfetled, and in danger of an overthrow,
1 Tir. 3.6. Joh. 15. 3, §,8c. In thefc the na-
ture and excellency of Chriftianity, is little:more’
ipparent , than Reafon in a litle childe: And’
there axc fvong, confirmed Chriltians, who by fes-
fin of ufe have theit fenfes exercifed to difcern both:
good and evil, Hcb. 5. 13, 14. and who fhewforth
the glory of him that hath called them out of

j [latknels into “his marvellous light : of whom

B3 God
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God himifelf may: fiy to Satan and their malicy
ous :enemies, as once: of Fob, Haft shou ot fia
my fervant Fob, &e. . This Chriftian' indeed 1 fhal
now defcribe to you, both -to canfute the Infidey
flanders of Chriftianity, and to:unfeach men tho@
falfe -deforiptions which have caufed the prefumpg;
dn.of the profane, .and the irregularities of errg,

peous Scétavies 5 and to tell you what mannero [§ &7

pesfons they be, that God is honoured by 5 aof
what . you mufi b if you will well underflasf
your own Religion. Be Chriftians indeed , ail
yot will-have the Gamforss indved of Chriftianity;
and ‘will finde .that its Fruits and Foyes are ‘ny
dreams  and. haddws ;and imaginations, if you con
tent not your felves with an dmaginabion, dream.and
Joaddow : of Chrifiidnity , or with fome clouded
fparkior buryed feed.

'-”.'.5".‘? o ‘«The 'C/Jara&‘en.' |
I. A CHRISTIAN INDEED, (k
i) Wy which I il mean, a fiund confirmd

Ghaytian) is oug that contenteth not himfelf to
bavy q ferd or Huabit of Faith, ‘but he Liveth by
Faith, .3 the Senfualift liveth by fight o fenfe : Not
putting out, the cye of {enfe, nor .Jiving as if he
had no Body, nor lived not in a werld of fenfible
Qbjedts ». But as he is a Reafompble. creature;
which exajtesh. him above the fenfitive Narure,,
fo,}i&}th,}fis;nthq:,bmq;information of his Reafon
abaut thofe h;gh:,%gd exccll,ént,ﬁ.\thix_lgs ,.- which
v take him yp.above things. fenfible, He hath
to, firm a Belief of whe Lifa 10 comg, s procured Jy
Chbrif,-and promifed:in the Gofpel,: 4s ¢that it fexveth,
s ” o him

R ——
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him fox the Goveromene of his Spul, 4s his bodi-
];.lﬁgh,t dothfor theconduct ot his Body, ¥ fay
naty-that he is affuuleed - with na temptations, nor
thas- his Faith is pexf¢@ in degree, nor that be-
lieving, moveth him as. pafionutely .as fight or finfe
would do :. But it doth ¢fficlualy move him through
the cousfe and tenour of hislife; to dp thofe things
#he.life to come, which he would do if he faw
e Glory of Heaven:s.and to fhun. thole things
fir. the awiding, of - dampnation, which he would
fwny if he faw: the; flames of Hell. Whether-be
dg; thefa chings fo; feryently or net, _his Belief is
poweerfull, cffeinatand vidoriow. Letdight and fente
invite him to their Obje@s, and.entice.him: tofin,
ind forfake his God,.the obje@s of Faith fhall pre-
vail.againft them; it the hent of -an even, a <on-
fant and relolyed life, .I¢. is things mnfter which
hesaketh for hiss treafire, and whiclvhave hiskeary
and hope, and chigfeftilabonrs. . AR things elfe which
hath'to do,. axe but. fubférviene to his Ksivkapd
fedvenly interelt,: ag his fenfitive faculsics axo auiled
by his Reafon. . His: Feithis notonly his Opiniom,
which teacheth him, to choofe. what Chwrok;ox
Party he will be-ofis but it is his Tuteleciual Light >
by which he Jiveth, and in the confidence and
somfort of which: be dyech,. 2k or. §.:9,8,9.
For. we walk by, faithypot by fight ~—-. We .groan o
be cloatbed upon with.our beavenly boufe— VWherefare
wq Libaur that mbeshty prefent or abfens we may be
sccspred of him.. Heb.hro, 3.. Now:thejuft foall livaby
faith--- Heb. 11.x. Now faith is- she [ubjlance of
things boped for ,. the evidence of things nos feen.
Molt. of the examples in Heb. 15, do thew you
this trath, that true Chriftians Jive and govern
their a&ions, by the firm Belief of the promife of
. B4 God,
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--3.'The Hypocrite or beft of the unregenerate, be-

ligvéth but either with a Huwmane faith , which

teficth but on the Word of Man, or elfe with a

#sd opinionative faith, whichis overpowered by

infidelity, ox is like the dreaming thoughts of a

man aflecp, which ftirre him rot to attion: He

lwith by fight and not by faith : For he hathnot

s Faith that will overpower Senfe , and fenfual

objes, Fam. 3. 14. Mat. 13. 22.

11 1. A4 Chriftian indeed not only knoweth why

he is a Chriftian, but feeth ¢hofe Reafons for his

Religion; which difgrace all that the cunningeft

Atheift or Infidel can fay againft it : and fo far

fitishe, confirm and eftablith him, that emergent
difficulties, temptations and obje&ions, do not at
tll flagger him, or raife any deliberate doubts in
him ot the truth of the Word of God : He feeth
fik the naturall--evidence of thofe foundation-truths
which Nataie it felf maketh known: ((as that
there is a God of infinite Being, Power, Wifdom
ind Goodhefs, the Creator, the Owner, the Ru-
kv, and the Father; Felicity and End of man; that
we owe him all our love aid fervice; that none
of our fidelity fhall be in vaiii‘or unrewarded,-dnd
none {hall be-finally a lofer by his duty 5 that man
who is' naturally governed by the hopes and fears
of another life, i made and liveth for that other
Life, where his Soul (hall ‘be (entenced by God his
Judge to happinefs or miifery, @c.) And then he
difcerneth the stteftation of Godto thofe fapernatu-
1l, {uperadded Revelations -of the Gofpel,: cori-
taining the Do&rine of mans - Redemption : And
he feeth how wonderfully thefé are buile upon. the
fwmer, and how excellently the Greators and Re-
demers Dollrine and Lawes agree ;' and how much
L ' counte-
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God, and of apother Life ‘when this is endef
Ve 7. By faith:Noab being warned of God of 'b"'l‘
“Hot féen as yet, moved. with Jear, prepared an Ark,
#othe faving of bis boufe 5 by which be condemned
-Worldy and bicame beir of the righteoufne(s which'}
by faith. V.10, Abrabam looked for a City whig
b.:d Somndations, whofe builder and maker is Gy
Mofes feared nos. she wrarh.of. the King : for be i
dured, as fecing bim - who is invifible, v. 2%, S0 th
thrce witneffes, Dan. 3. and Daniel himfelf, ch.,
And all Believers have lived this :life, as braba
the Father of the faithfull did ;-whio, -as it is fiid
of him, Rom; 4 20. Staggered-nos at the pr
of God sbrough snbelief , but' wras Rrong in faih,
giving glory 16 Godi> The Faith-of a Chriftian-is
truly Diviries -and 'he knoweth that Gods truthiiy
‘isffqtt.l’amj‘is fight it ®IF can 'bes however
ba aptor to - 'moverthe paffions ;- Therefore, if you
€ahijudiie butidivhiat a Rational’ man would be, if
bc:ﬁw Heaversand Flll, and ' all that God had ap:
pointed us-to Believe, then' you may conjetuie
what a’ confitmed Chriftian is; (though fenfe do
caufe more fentible apprehenfions.)” g
" 2. The wesk Gbhriftian alfo hath a faith, that i
Divine, as osnfed-by God, and refling on bis woid
dad>trith, -And:he fo far liveth by this Faith; a
thar iticommandeth and guideth the feope and
drift of his heart and life : But he believeth withi
Dgreat deal of ftaggering and unbelief : And there.
fore his Hoper arecintercupted by his troublefom
doubts. and ‘fears 5. and the dimnefs and languor
of his Faithis feenin the faintnefs of his detires,
and the many blemifhes of his Heart and Lifé :
And fight and fenfusl objedly axe fo much the more
powerfull with ‘hin, by how much the light and

| fife of faith is dark and weak. 3. The
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countenance fupernatuyal tryths receive from.th, ough he be never fo learned and orthodox,
prefuppoféd nasurals : fo that he doth not adieg Bﬁ‘ﬁ;n .%nach and .defend the Faith, it s not fo
to Chrift and Religion by the mees cogagemey wited in him as ta endure the tryalls but if a
of education, friends or worldly advantages; w; | jrong, temptation from fubtilty or cernal interst
by;a bltﬂd reja(ufzon, Wthh wam_cth qothing bm ]ﬂ\mlt h]m’ you:ﬂ]a“ fee that he was built upon
a fireng tamptation (from a Deceiver or a world: Bihe fand, and that there was in him a fecret root
Iy Interett) to thake or overthyow it : But fejg dbittexnefs, and an evil heart of unbelicf, which
buile, upon the Rock, which will fland in the § qufeth "him  to, depart from the living God,
affault of Satans ftorms, and the gates of Hell Mhall §fb, 3. 32. Matsh 13. 20, 31,:22. Math. s,
;’“‘2;’“}‘;)1 "6‘336";““5“ Mat. 1618, 8 13.33:& 16 a7 Hebs 12. 15. -Job. 6. 60, 64, 66. 1 Tim.
.25. foh. 6. »69.. ' o, 1. - | ‘
2 But a weak Chritian hath but a dim ang 61‘11’ 1. A Ghriftian indeed, is riot only confirm-~
gencral kind of knowledge of the reafonsof his | jn the effentials of Chriftianity, but he hath a
Religion ; or at lealt -but'a weak,.apprebenfim of | delightfull fight of thofe ufe/¥¢n sruths, which
them, though he have. the bzt .and ;moft unay, we the Integrals of Chriftianity, -and are builc up-
fwerable reafons: And cithey he’ jg confideny iy on the fundamentals, ‘and .axe the branches of the
the dark upon-grounds which he cannot maky mafter-points of Fgith. Though he (e nos all the
good., and which want bue a. ftrapg affault.t ier Truths (which are branched. dut at, laftinto
ipumerable particles) yet he. feeth: the main body

of facred Venties, delivered by Chrift for mans

hake - them s or clfe :he is troubled and ready to

flagper at cverydifhiculty which ocourreth : Eve.
fnification ; and feeth them merhodically in then
pioper places; and feeth how.ope fupports ano-

xy pard [iying i{) E’?ﬁ S_C.ripturc doth offend  him
And excry (eemipg, contradiétion - (haketh him;
And;;h,ci depth ~qf;m‘?»c‘i‘75- which pas his undety ther, and in how, beautifull an order and’'cons
ftanding, do makg rhlm.fay as- Nicodemus of Re; [ exture they arc'placed : And as he ficketh not
generavon, Luy, qan. shefi shings bp? And if e | iy the bare Principhs, fo he receiveth all the(e.ads
meet with -the obje@ions of a cunning Infidel § disjons of knowledge, not wotionally auly, but pras
he is unable. (o to defend the truth, and clear his | gicatly, as the fodd on which his Soul mufttivé,
way through them; as to.come off ynwounded Hb.5.13, 14. & 6. 1, 2,&c Matth. 13. 11. Eph,
h18.8 318,19 Jobh 13, 170000 7
+ 2 A weak Chriftisn(in knowledge) befides the

and_unfhaken, and to be the more confirmed if
the truth of his belicf,. by difcerning the vaniry of

Pringiples or Effentials of Religion, doth know
but.a few difordered fcattered Truths ; which

all that is faid againftit. Heb, 5. 43, 13. Mansh.
are atlo but balf kppovrn, becaufe while he hath fome

15.16. 1 Cor. 14.:20.. Fob. 12. 16,

3. The feeming Chriftian cither hath no flid
knowlcdge of thofe points, he is ignorant of ma-
ny other, which are necdfull to the fupporting,

Reafons. at all for his Religion, ox elfe if he have
s and

the beft, he hath no found apprehenfion of them:
Bue
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res 5 but at leaftic much imvitaterh Nature as it
jpfound in Rational creatures, where the Incli-
wtion is necefary, but the Operations free, and fub-
i@ toReafon : Itis a firitual appesise in the Ra-

12 - The Charadley of .
and clearing; and improving of them: And b,
«canfe he knoweth' them not in -their Places ; ang
oorder, and felation,  and afpe@.upon othey Truthg,

ith aomeore f Temptations be jrong, andcone timal appesite, even the will, and a fpiritual vifive

with advantage; the weak Chrittian in fuch poitg dfufition. in the underflanding : Not a facwity in a

13 cafily drawn: into many errors ; :and thence in: -
20 great confiderce and &:);r'rccitcdt’xcfs in thol?i‘xnx fucklty 5 but the right dfpofition of the facultics to

s : ce into e , their higheft obje&@s, to which they are by cor-
__rbrsh, and 'f(hm‘cc e ﬁnful! ; tiqhgoroue courl :uptionsmadc unfuiable. So that it is neither a
m the profccution ‘““d‘ pra&.mcwof-thofc Errors, jroper power in the Natyral Jenfe, nor a meer adf,
Suc d.arcbhkc cbz.'drfn #oft up and -duwn, and % Lot neereft to the nature of a ferminal difpofision ox
g f;:ob) o Febss e afd@a-rme’ ‘bro'ugb!'bf‘w.ﬁ bbit: Xt is the bealth and rediitude of the Saculsies
wing ﬂe:§ _::mfluf‘:_cgnltypf mes, -whereby shey - lis " Yofthe Soul. Even as Narsre hath made the snder~
e Ceceiue, Bph. 4. "+ z")C(:‘r. 13 COI"Z‘!""" fanding difpofed to Trusth in generall, and the

2Tim. goge v ) I o ;
i itiam ‘hav i d in generall, and
3. The fedming Chriftian ‘having no favingpra. 17 difpoled or inclined to Good in g all,
&ical know{;dge gof 'h’f Eﬂémt'all:‘:gef C]l:::l:l;éﬁ:ty (0 felf-prefervation and felicity in particular ; {o the
thcmfelves, doth therefore cither negh@ to know Spirit. of Chrift doth difpofe the underftanding to
' fpifeual trach, to know God and the matters of

the reft ,: or knbweth them ‘but notionally ; ay : ow | .
: . - . ) d
. _q‘:;mm«;q. Scientes,: and fubjeétech them ali to hi %‘;f’::}}n, ngdbgsz?,zgslzzee ytl;:c :nzzn:g’ tgobu:t:g
ﬁﬁdd y ‘t" “.'*’g;'l'. ‘?“" ‘bﬁ'? lf’o'tc 13 ?"" of ¢hat love and fexve a kwownm God.  So that whether this
of. ﬁ?: P“h(’;',;g;,, 015 .0?’(:' - '-l"P,o-n tﬂ cﬂa;ccoung be praperly or only analogically called A4 Natare, or
mandc?;; him ¢ fol] pre El".m'::n.r‘,’ " 9' Co':“ nther thould be called a Habis, I determine not;
.;_m 'I(')d owd. flther lcl’s ftill on the but cercainly itisa fixed Dipofition and Tnclinati-
it ahae jp B nes and o0 the Rulers .RCIIBIOI‘I, m which Scripture calleth the Divine Nasure, \
it what it will ; or if he diffent, it is in purfuit zi’cr 1. 4 and [ the fied of God abiding in s,
8“ | :23‘ hchgame, whgh Pridc or fiefhly ends have 1]0h..3.. 9. But moft ufually it is called [ the Spi-
4;:'4;4 ;[4::[, .21.3!42.1 :21. 3.3 fob. 9.22. & 2. titof God, or of Chrift inus ; Rom. 8. 9 If any
F b, heCiin inded, b vt ol o |18 bt e S Cir s o s oo
S for hls’ R'e gion, bur alfq h ath an inmard . %d into ane. body, — Theretore we are faid o be
e principle, sven the firis Of:Cbr:zj}, }Vhwh " Lin the Spirit 37;d walk afier she Spirit, and by the
as a New-nature, inclining and enlivening him to a i 12 ot fie the deeds of the Bodl, Rom, 8.
holy life : whereby he mindesh and favoureth the 19,13. And it is called, the Spirit of the Som, and
things of the Spirit : Not that his Nature doth e § it of Adoprion, wherely we cry Abbe. Forbor s
Work blindly, as Nature doth in the irrational crea- 1o ) yweay 4

or
tures; .

e '
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or are inclined to God, as Ghildken to theip f, 0 God and- Hplinefs, is not only greater than
ther 3 and the Spiris of grace and fupplication; By his Love to Creatures, but greater than .his fear
8,15.23.26. Gal. 4. 6. & 5.17,18. Eph. 2.18;a] fwrath and punithment. The Love of God con-
& 4.3, 4. B_h-"f:."”' & 2. 1. Zech. 12, 10.-Brop gmincth him to duty, 3 Cor. §. 14. Love is she
this Spirit and_thg.fruxts of it, we arc called Nip f,}ﬁﬂiﬂg of tquaw, Rom.. 13. 10. therefore the
Lreatures, and quickened and made alive to Gy Gofpcl cannet be obeyed without it. He faith
2 Cor. 5. 17.-Eph, 2.15. Rom. 6. 11,13. . It got, O that this were no duty, and O that this
a great controverhe, whether this Holy difpuf-§ pebidden thing were lawfull, (Though his Flefh
sion and inclination, wis Natwral to Adem o Gy fo, the Spirit which is the predominant part
not, and confequently, whether it be a_refmdfl doth not ) Bue he faith, O bow 1 love thy Law!
@sture in us, or not ? It was {o natural 10 him, s} 0 that my svayes were fo directed thas 1 mighs keep
Health is ‘natural_ to the bpdy, but not (o wutwr #hy ftatmtes ! Pfal. 119.5. For the pirit is willing
as to be a Neceffitating Principle, nor (o as tobe] even when the fufbo is weak : He ferveth not God
infeparable and unlofable. ' sgaint his will 5 but his will is to ferve him more

and better than he doth: He longeth to be per-

2. This fame .S‘pirit. and holy inclination is».f
the sweakeft - Chriftian alfd, but ina (mall degres, § fiet, and perfectly to do the will of God, and taketh
the remnant of his finfull infirmitics to be a kind

and remilly operating, fo as chat the flcthly ingh-
of findage to him, which he groaneth to be de-

x.lation oft ffffmcth to be the fironger, wh¥nhe
‘judgeth by its paflionate firuglings within him:} ivered from: To will even perfeGion is prefens
Though indeed the Spirit of hfe doth not only | with bim, thoughnot perfeétly; and though he do
lrive, but conquer in the main, even in the] sorall tha he willeth : And this is the truc mean-
weakelt Chriltians, Rom. 8, 9. Gal, 5. 17,18, 19, ing of Panls complaints, Kom. 7. Becaufe the flefh
warreth agamit the Spirit, he cannot do the good

520, 21, ; ‘
3. The féeming Chriftian hath- only the wnf § that he would, that is, he cannot be perfe@, for
lo he would be, Gal.5. 17. His love and will ex-

Jeltual motions .of the Spirit to-a Hely Life, and
effectual motigris, and inward difpofitions to fome § clis hus pra&ice. o
2. The weak Chriftian alfo hath mere love to

common .dmie,s'of-.Rcligion: And from thefe with
the natural principles of felf-lve and common b God and holinefs than to the world and flefhly plea-
fure : Bue yet his fear of punithment is greater

nifty, with the outward perfwafions of company
and advantages, his Religion is maintained, with- | than his Love to God and Holinefi.  To have mo
oout the Regeneration of the Spirit, F0b. 3.6. B Lwe to God is inconfiftent with a flate of Grace,

wd {o it is to have leff love to God than to the

L From hence it followeth;: ‘1. That 4 Chrifli
indeed doth not ferve God for fear ouly, but for world, and lefs love to holinefs thanto fin: But ,
to have more Fear than Love is confiftent with *

dove; even foy love both of ibimfélf, and of his by
-work and fervice : -Yea, the ftrong Chriftians Love lincerity of Grace: Yea, the weak Chriftians love
o to

to
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to God ‘and_ Holinefs is joyned' with fo mudy
backwardne(s and averfuets, and intértipted with
weatinefs, and’ with the carnall allaremsgnts and
diverfions -of the Creature, that he: cannor ¢y,
tainly perceive whether his love and willingneh
be fincere or not : ‘He goeth on in a courfe ot dye
ty, but fo heavily, that he fcarce knoweth,
whether his love or loathing of it be the greatey,
He gocth to it asa fick man to his meat, or |
bour: All thac he doth is with fo much pain of
undifpofednefs, that to his feeling his averfneff feem.
cth greater than His willingnef, were it not th
weceflity maketh him willing.  For' the habitul
love and complacency which he hath towards
God and Duty, is fo opprefled by fear, and by
a;erfm]l, that it is not fo much felt in a8 g
they. :

‘3. A feeming Chriftian hath no true Love of
Godand Holine6s at all, but fome uneffeliual liking
and wifhes which are overborn by a greater back-
wardnefi, and by a greater love to earthly things;
fo that Fear alone, without any true effetual
Love, is the fpring and principle of his Religion
and ebedience. God hath not his heact, when he
draweth ncar him with his lips: He doth moge
than he mould do, if he were not forced by Ne-
ceflity and Fear; and had rather be exculed, and
lead avother kind of life. Mat. 15.8. Ifs. 29.13.
Though Neerflity and fear are very helpfull (o the
molt firicerc, yet Fear- alme without Love or Wil
lingneff is a gracelefs fate, -

VL 1. A Cbhriftian indeed doth love Gid in
thefe chree gradations: He loveth him much for
his mersy to bimfelf, and for that Goodneff which
conlifizth in benignity 80 himfelf; But he loveth

him

B —
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‘Him more for his .Mercy to the Chureh, and for that

Goodnefs which confifteth in his Benignity to the
Church. But he Loveth him moft of all for his In-
fiise perfeQlions and effential excellencies 5 His Infinite
Power, and Wifdom and Goodnef fimply in himfelf
wnfidered.. For he knoweth that Love 2o bim-'
[ obligeth him to retuins of Love : clpecially
differencing faving grace. And he knoweth
thatthe fouls of milliens are more worth incom-
parably then hisown, and that God may be much:
more. honoured by them than by him alone : And
therefore he knoweth that the mercy to many is
greater mercy , and a greater demonttration: of the
goodnéfs of God ; arid therefore doth:render him:
more amiable to man. Rom. 9.3. And yet he
l‘gwcth that the Effential perte®ion and good~
nlsof God as fimply in himfelf and for himfelfy
is much more amiable than his Benignity to the
aeature : And that he that is the firft efficiens muft:
nceds bz the ultimate final canfé of all things: And
that God is not' finally for the creatute ; but the
atature for God, (" for all that he needeth it not)
Fir of him, and through bim,and to him, are all things.
Rom. x1.36. And as heis Infinitely better than
wr felves ; {0 he is to be better Loved than our
felves : As Ylove awife and vertrzoms perfon,though
he be one ¥ never expe@ to receive any thing from,
ind therefore Love him for his own fake, and not
for his ‘benignity or ufefulnels to me: So muf I
love God moft for his effential perfections, though:
bis- benignity alfo doth reprefent him ami-
ible.. ‘A5 be is blindly feltith that would not
nther himfelf bz annihilated or perith, than'
whole Kingdoms fhould all perith, or the Sun be.
tiken out ot the world 5 .(becaule that which is ket
Cc . muft;
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muftbe loved as'beft, and thesefore be bef hudy:)
{ods he morebliid who in his eftimative comph,
cential Love ,. preferreth not Influite Eternal Goog.
nfl, before fuch-animperfe@ filly creature as him
felf ( or all the world ) : We are commanded to
love our Neighbour a5 our fflves, when.God is 1o
be Joved with all the beart and finl and might.
which therefore  fignifieth more than to love him
. oxr . felves 3 (cor elfe he were to be loved no
morc than omwr. Neighbour. ) So that the ftrong
Chriftian loveth God fo much above himfelf, as
that he accounteth him(elf and all his interells,
as'nothing in comparifon of God, yea and lth
bimfelf more for- Gsd than for bimfif: Though
his own falvatizn be loved and defired by him,
and God muftbe loved for hismercy and benignity|
yet that fatvation it felf which he dcfireth, is ng.
thing elfe but the bve of God: Wherein his loue
18, the final felicituting a8, and God is the final feli.
citating objeld , and the felicity of loving is not fir
dcfired , but the attraéive «objed doth draw out
our love, and thercby make us conféquentially bap-
pyin theinjoyiog exeraife thereof, Thus God 1s
All andinall to the (oul. PfiL 73.25. Rom. 1 1.36,
2 Cor. 10. 31. Dint. 6.5, Mas. 23.37. Mat. 1947,
+ 20 A wesk Chritian alfo loveth God as one that
is inhnitely. better than himfelf and all things : (or
clle: he did not love himat all 4 God. ) But in
the exercife he is fo much in the minding of him.
felt, and fo feldom and weak in the contemph-
tonof G ds perfe@ions, that he feeleth more of
his love tochimfif 5 than unto God : and feeleth
mora of his loveto God asfar the Bomefits which
he. pedtivéth in-and by himfelf, than as for his
évthorfa’é?inm: yea and yfeeh. feeleth the Jove of

* binflf
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kmfelf to work more ftrongly than his Love to

I

the Chbureb, and all clfe in the world. The care
of his own falvation is the highett pringiple
which he crdinarily perceiveth in any great
frengthin hims and heis very little and weakly
atricd out to the Love of the whole Church, and
to the Love of God above himfelf. Pbil. 2, 20,
81,22. 1 Cor. 10.24. Fer.45.5.

3. A feeming Chriftian hath a common Love of
Godas he is Good , both in bimfelf, and unto the
world,and smto bim. But this is uot for his Holy-
mfis and it is buta gencral uncffe@ual approbati-
on and praife of God, which followeth a dead
uneffe@ual belief: But his chiefeft predominane
Love is always to his Carnal felf, and the Love
both of his.foul, and of God is fubjeGted to his

fily felf-love, His chicfe® Love to God is for

profpering him in the world, and fuch as is {ub-
krvient to his fenfuality , pride, coveteoufnels,
prefumption and falfc hopes. Lake 18. 21, 23,
1fob. 2.15.2 Tim. 3.3, 4. Fob.12. 43. Fob.5.42.
VIL 1. AChriftian indeed doth pra@ically take
this Love of God and the holy expreflions of it, to
bethe very life and tep of his Religion , and the
very Jife and beasty and pleafure of his foul's He
makes it his work in the world, and loveth him-
felf ( complacentially ) but (o far as he findeth in
himlf the Love of God; And (o far as ‘he find-
tth himfclf without it, he loatheth himfelf as an
unlovely carkafs: And fo far as his prayers and
ohedience are without it, he looks on them but as
unacceptable loathfome things. And therefore he
istakenup in the (tudy. of Kedemption, becaufe he
anno where fo clearly (ee the Love and Lovelinf§
of God , asin the face of a Redeemner , even in. the
C2 wonders
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wonders of Love revealed in Chrift:And he fudicth
them,that Love may kindle Love. And therefore he
delighteth in the contemplating of Gods attri.
butes and infinite perfeGions; and in the behold.
ing of him in the frame of the Creation, and yeig.
ing his name in the book of his works, that his fou)
may by fuch fteps, be raifed in Love and Ad.
miration of his Maker : And as it is a pleafant
thing for the eyes to behold the fun or light, fois
it to the mind of the Chriftian indeed to be fe.
quently. and ferioufly contemplating the nature
and glory of God: And the excrcife of Love in
fuch contemplations , is moft of his daily walk
with God. And therefore it is alfo, that heis
more taken up in the exercifes of thankfgiving
and the Praifes of the Almighty, than in the low
er parts of Godlines : fo that though he negle@
not confeflion of fin and humiliaion; yet doth he
ufe .thcm but in fubfexviency to the Love and
Praife of God: He doth but rid out the filth that
isundecent in a Heart that is to entertain its God.
He placeth not the chicf part of his Religion in
any outward dutics, nor in any lower prepara-
tory afts; Nor doth he flop jn any of thefe,
however he neglect them not.  But he ufeth them
all, to advance his foul in the Love of God:
And ufeth them the. more diligently , becaufe
the Love of God to which they conduce,as to their
proper end , is o high and exellent a work.
Therefore in Davids Plalms 'you ftinda heart de-
lighting it felf in the praifes of God; and in
Loy‘g w;’tfhlhls word and works in order to his
prailes. Plal. 116. 1. &e. Pfal, 106. & & 148
€ 146. &c. Rom, 8,37, ol 106. & 103. & “r?

3. The weak Chriftian s ‘taken up buf very

little,
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file, with the lively exercifes of Love and
Praife 5 nor with any Studies higher than his
own diftempered hcart : The care of his poor
fout ; and the complaining.of his manifold infir-
mities , and ‘corruptions , is the moftof his Re-
ligion ¢ And if he fet himfelf to the Praifing of
God or to Thank{giving , he is as dull and fhort
iniras if it- werewot his proper work.  Pfal. 77.
Mar 9. 24. € 16. 14. ;

3. The feeming Chriftian liveth to the flyb; and
arnal {clf-love is the a@ive principle of his life :
ud he is neither excrcilid in' Humilistion or in
Praife fincerely 5 bzing unacquainted. both with holy
foy and Sorrow;But knowing that he is in the hdnds
o God,to profper or dcftroy him , he will humble
himfelf to him to efcape his judgements,and praile
him with fome gladne(s for the funthine of profpe-
ity 5 and he will feem to be pionfly thanking God
when he is but rejoycing in the -accommodations
of his flefh , orfirengthning his prefampti§#fand
filfe hopes of heaven. Luke 18.11.¢" 12.19.1fs.58.2.

VIINL 1. A Chriftian indeed is one that 1s {o
apprehenfive of his loft condition, unworthynefs
ind utter infufhciency for himfelf, and of the of-
fice , petfe@ion and fufficiency of Chrift , that he
hath abfolutely put- his foul and all his hopes into
the hands of Chrift; and now liveth in him and
upon him; as having no Life but what he hath
from Chrit,” norany other way of accefs to God,
or acceptance of his perfon or his fervice but by
him: In him he beholdeth and delightfuilly ad-
mireth the Love and goodnefs of the Father: In
him he hath accels with boldnefs unto God :
Through him the moft terrible avenging Judge is
becorne a Reconciled God, and he that we could

C3 not
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not remember but with trembling, is become'thy
moft defirable obje® of our thoughts. He is de
lightfully employed iin prying into the unfearchy.
ble myifteric; And Chritt doth even dwell in by
besrt by faish : and being yoosed and grounded iy
bove . be apprehendesh with all fainss | what is 1y
bredsb, and length, and depth,and beight, and knoweh
the bve of Chrift which paffisb kpowledge : Eph.3,
17,18, 19. He perceiveth that he is daily be.
holden to Chrift, that he is not in hell, that fin
doth ndt make him like to Devills, atd that he
15 not utterly forfaken of God : He fecleth tht
he is beholden to Chrift, for every hours time,
and every mercy to his foul ot body, and for all his
tope of mercy in thislife or in the life to come.
‘He perceiveth thac heis dead in himfelf, and that
b life is bid with Chriff in God. And therefore
he is as buryed and vifen again with Chrift; cven
diadto fin, bus alive t0 God through Fefue Chrif.
Rotﬁ'.g,t;,x 1. Col:4.4. He faith with Paxl, Gala,
0. I ams crucified with Chrift : Nevertheleft I live : n
ot 1, bus Chrift livethin me : and ihe life which|
now live in the flifo, 1 live by the fairh of the Son of
God, who lred we and gave himfelf for me. Thus
doth helive as truly and conftantly by the ficond
Adum who is a quickning fpirit, as he doth by the
firt Adsm who wasa living fiul. 3 Cor. 5.4,
Tais 1s a confirmed Chriltians e ;
3. But the weak Chritian, though he be allo
united unto Chrift, and liy: by fath, yet how
languid are the operations of that faith ? How
dark and dull are his thoughts of Chrft? How
hitle is his fenfe of the wonders of Gods love
revealed to the world in the myfterie of Redemptis
on ? How litde ufe doth he make of Chriﬁs
Ap
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how littlc_:}i‘{c.rcccivcs he {;om l’_\m}? Ang
'&ﬁjumc cotifort findeth he ;nkghcvmg y In
omparifon of ‘that which the contrmed dﬁt}n;
He is to Chrift as a fick perfon ta his food : 'Ee
only picketh here and there a liftle of ‘;hgdc;'um:s
of the bread of Jife ; 10" keep, him from yl;’.lg,é
but is wofully unacquainted with the powerfullcd
works of faith. He is fuch.a Belicver as 1 p.c:{;_t
toan unbeliever, and fuch a muaber of Chyitk,
isisnextto a meer firanger. PR
a's-lgs. And for the ﬁejm_‘x"ngg.Cb' l'tﬂ‘}!,‘ , he may un-
Jesitand the leteer of the Gofpel, and number
himfelf with Chrifts difciples , ‘and be baptizg
with water, and have fucha fsith as is a deag
opinion : But he-hath not. an ¢ff:@Qual Lo
faith, nor is baptized with the Holy Ghofi, n’?:
ishis foul engaged abfolutely and eptirely in ttr ¢
covenant of Chriftiapity to hhs,\_Rgdccmsrr‘. ‘u(c
may have a handfome well-made image 0 g 1=
fianity , bug it is che flefh .a_nsl l,“c‘nfc'. an x;.q;

Chrift and faith, by wh';c{:h_ his l‘;c‘p altugtee
ordered.  Fob. 3.6. Rom.2.20. R
an(i dex. A CZriﬁiasn indeed doth firmly bclicve
that Chrifk is a Teacher fent from God ( Joh. 3.2.)
and that he came from Heaven to rcvca\‘ s Fa-
thers will, and to bring life and immortality mox;
fully #0 light by bis Gofpel 5 and that if an dngel h;‘
been fent to tell ms, of the Lfe to come and the
way thereto, he had not been fo credible and vene-.
rablea meflenger as the Son of God: And theret

forc he taketh him alome for his chief Teacher, a%’d

3
.

i fuch
“knoweth no Mafler on Ea{-tb but him, and
as he appointeth undcr him : His fudy 1in g_'*c
world is to know a crucifid and glorified Chrit,
end God by bim, and he regardeth no othes ki ow-
' C 4 Kdge s
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ledge, no¥ 'ufeth any other \ﬁu&(cé;' but thié,}

fuch as are fabfekvient to this. Even when he :{,ﬂ
eth the works of matyre , it is"as by the Coﬁ;ﬁé
of the reftorer of nature ; and as one help ap.
1;:;thed hirs by Chritt, to lead ‘him up to the
knowledge of God.. And thertfore he percciveth

that Chrift 'is' side

that ¢ . ge of God upto 15 . wildomi
whg]! as Righteoufiuff : And that Cﬁriﬁi£?$§
the true Philofophy : and chae the wifdom of th
world, which Js. only about’ worldly things, from
worldly principles, ‘to a worldly end , is foolify,
gc(:s: with God : ‘He takctli'n’olhing‘for wifdom
gh‘xch tendeth not to acquaint him more witz
' 1?‘»1" or lead him up 6 everlafting happinef,
Corift is his ‘qu_qbkr (cithér by natural or fx-
Per?latiif’al revelation, ) and 'God is his ultimate
14> in’all his ‘Rudies; and all that he defireth
t6 know in the world. " He valueth knowledge acs
cording to 1ts ufefulneff : And he knoweth that its
lead "us to the love of God.

ehicf ufe is ¢
Math. 23.8. 1 ( 1.30.6" 2.2. &< Foh. 1.18.

or.
Col. 2.3. Eph, 4. 13,
- 2. Though the weak Chriftian hath the fume
Malter , yet alas how Ltcle doth he learn 2 and
bow oft is he hearkning to the teaching of the
fleth? and how carnal, and common is much of
hls‘ ;;nqwlc‘dgé ?" How lietle doth he depend on
(;hg!li in his enquiries after the things of narure?
,A"d, h,C’W. 3pt is” he to think alnolt -as highly of
_tbc teaching of Ariftotle, Plato | Seneca. or at
!C'a.{i' of fome excellent preacher, as of éhnﬂs‘?
and’ to fqrggt ‘that thefe are bur his ‘meflengers
and inftruments, (0 convey uuto us (everal par~
ccll:; qf that Truth, whichis birand not theirs
'and,‘whxch ( naturally or fupernaturally ) they re-
ceived

Soundl Confirmed Chriftian,

: 25
wived from him 5 and all thefe Candles were
gghtcd by him whoisthe Sun? And how litle

sth this weak Chriftian refer his common know-

ldge to God ? or ufe it for him? or to the
ﬁigﬁxcrancc of his own and others happinefs ?
1Tim, 2. 4. ' ‘ o
3. And the feessing Chriftian though materi-
iy he may be eminent for knowledge, yet is fo
fir from refigning himfelf to the teachings of
Chrift, that he maketh even his knowledge of
Chiftian Verities to be to him but a common
amal thing , while he knoweth it but in a
common manner , and ufeth it tothe fervice of
the fl:th, and never yet leamned fo much as to
be a new creature , nor to love God as God
ibove the world. 1 Cor. 13, 2. -

X. 1. A.Chriftian indeed is one whofe Repen-
tence hath been deep, and ferious, and univerfal,
and unchangeable : It hath gone tothe very roots
of fin, and to the bottom of the forc, and hath
nat lefe behind it any reigning unmortified fin;
nor any prevalent love to flefhly pleafures: His
Repentance did not only difgrace his fin, and caft
fome reproachful words againftit, and ufe confef-
lions to excufe him from mortification, and to
fave irs life , and hidc it from the mortal blow.
Nor doth he only repent of his open fins, and
thofe that are moft cenfured by the beholders of
his life : But he fpecially perccives the dangerous
poylon of Pride, and ambelief, and worldlineff,
ind the want of the Love of God, and all his out-
ward and {maller f{ins, doferve to fhew him the
greater malignity of thefe , and thefe are the
matter of his greatelt lamentations. He taketh
not up a profiflion of Religion with ftrong cor-

ruptions
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{&Ytlons. ccretly covered in his heart : But',hl? gmeof them ) Qill fo frong, and fightfo much

igion confifteth ‘in the death of Bis corrp’s!
ons, and the purifying of his heare ; Hé :]00':":5‘1
(ecretly cherith any finas too fweet or too oy
fitable to be utterly forfaken, nor overlook itm‘
a {mall inconfiderable matter. But he feeleth (? )
to be his enemy and his di{ea]e, and as he déﬁ'r;dr:'
not one cnemy, one ficknefs, one wo'ind, ome byg.
ken bone , one ferpcmin his bed, [0 he defirery
not any one fin to be {pared in his foul : Byt faith
with David, Plal. 1 39, 23. Search me O God, and
know my beart : try me and know my thoughts | and
Jee if t‘ber,e be any witked way in me ;s and lead my
in the way everlafting. ” He liveth in no grols or
(E:andalous fin: And his infirmities are compar-
tively few and fall; fo thac if he were not
- fharper accufer of him@lf, thin the molt obfr-
vant [petators are ( that are jult) there would
little be known by him that is culpable and mat.
ter of reproof. He walketh in all the command.
ments and ovdinances of God blamelft' ( as to any
notable mifcarriage ) Luk. 1. 8. H is blamef
ar{d harmlefs, a the [on of God, without rebuke in the
midit of a crooked and perverfe gemeration 5 ammg
whom be [hineth & a light in the world, Phil 2.15,
The fear, and love, and obedience of God is the
work and tenour of his life.

2. Butthe weak Chriftian, thouph he hath
{fin but what he is a hater of, _andg&in wou!dtl:
delivered from, yetalas how imperfe@ is his deli-
verance? and how weak is the hatred of his fin,
and mixed with o much pronenefs toit, that his
life is mt'lch blemithed with the {pots of his off:n-
ces.  Though his wibelief, and pride, and worldlendff
are rot predominant in him, yet are they (or

1 fome

inft his faith , bwmility, and beavenlinefi, that
&n fcarcely tell:which hath the upper hand;
por can others that fee the failings of his life,difcern
whether the good or the evil be moft prevalent.
Though it be Heaven which he moft fecketh,
yet Earsh is fo much regarded by him, that his
Heavenlymindednefs is greatly damped and fup-

fled by it. And though it be the way of God-
E:eﬁ and obedience which he walketh in, yecis
itwith fo many.ftumblings and falls, if not de-
viationsalfo, that maketh him oft a burthen to
kimfelf, afhame to his profeflion, and a fnare or
trouble to thofe about him. His heart is like an
il fwept houfe, thathath many a fluttifh cornex
init. And his §f¢is like a moth-eaten garment,
which hath many a hole, which you may fee if
you bringit into thelight. 1 Cor. 3. 1,2,3.¢6.
6,7, 8. € 11.18,21, 22, &.

3. And for the feeming Chriftian, his Repen-
tance doth but cropp the branches, it goeth not
to the coot and heart of his fin: It leaveth his
fimly mind and interet in the dominion: It pol-
litheth hislife, but maketh him not a new crea-
tore. It cafteth away thofe fins which the flcth
can {pare, and which bring more fhame or lofsor
trovble with them, than worldly honour, gain
or pleafure : But full he is a very worldling at the
heart ; and the fins which his flefhly pleafures and
fdicity- confificth in, he will hide by confeffions
and feeming oppofitions , but never mortific and
forfake,  As JFwdas, that while he followed Chrift
was yet a thief and a:coveteous hypocrite, Fob.12.6.
$Tim. 6. 10 11. v ’
X1, 1. H:nce it followeth thata Chritian in-

decd
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deed doth heartily love the: Jearching lighe , thyg
may fully acquaint him with his fins: He i$ troly
defirous to kriow the worft of himfelf : And there.
fore ufeth the word of God, asacandle to thew
him whatis in his heart; and bringeth himfy
willingly into the light : He loveth the moft feaxch:
ing Books and Preachers : ‘not only becaufe. they
difclofe the faults of other men, but his ownt
he is not one that fo loveth. his pleafant and pros
fitable fins,as to fly the light, lett he fhould pe
forced ‘to know them, and (o to forfake them
But becaufe he: hateth chem, and s refolved to for
fake them , therefore he would know them. ' fuh,
3.19,20, 31, Therefore he is: not only patiem
under Reproofs, but loveth them, ‘and is thank{ul to
a charitable reprover 3 and makewh agood ufe evey
of malicious and paffionate xeproofs. Pfal, 1415,
2 Sam, 16, 11. He faith asin Job34.32. Thy
‘which I fee not, seach those me.” If 1 haye done ini.
quity, I will do mo more, His hatred of the fin, and
defire to be reformed, fuffer not his heart by
Pride to rife up againft the remedy, and reject re:
proof. Though he will not falfely conffs his du-
ty tobe his fin, nor take the judgement of every
fclfith, paflionate or ignorant reprover to be in.
fallible, nor to be his rule ; yet if -a judicious im-
partial pérfon do but fufpedd him of a fault, he is
ready to fufpect himfelf of it, unlefs he be certain
that he is clear. He loveth him betcer that
would fave him from his fin, than him that would
~entice him to0 it: and taketh him for his beft
friend who dealeth frecly with him, and is the
greateft enemy to his faults : And a flatecrer he
‘t;_l;eth but for the moft dangerous infinuating kind
oc.

; ) 2, But
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3. But the wesk Chriftian,though he hate his fin,
1nd love reformation , and loveth the moft fearch- -
ing Books- and Preachers, andloveth a gentle kind -
o reproof,yet hath fo much pride and (’clh(!mc(?s re-
maining , that any reproof that feemeth difgraceful
to him, goeth very hardly down with him : likea
bitter medicine toa queafic ftomack: If you re-
prove him before others, or if your reproof be not
ray carcfully fugured and minced , {0 that. it
nther extenuate than aggravate. his fault, he
will be ready to caftit up into your face, and with
retortions to tell you of fome faults of your own,
orfome way fhew you how little he loveth it ,
ad how litcle: thanks be giveth youfor it. If
you will not let himalane with his infirmities, he
will diftalte you, if not fall out with you, and let
you know by his fmart and impatience, thatyou
have touched him in the forc and galled place. He
muft be a man of very great skill in managing a
Reproof, that fhall not fomewhat provoke him to _‘
diftatte. _

3. And for the feeming Chriftian, this is bis condem-
nation, that Light is come into the wor{d, and bhe
hveth darkneff vatber than light, becanfe bis deeds are
wil, He cometh not to she light, left his deeds (hould
be- difcovered and reproved, Joh. 3. 19, 20, 21.
He liketh a fearching Preacher for others, and
lovech'to hear their fins laid open , if it no way
refle@ upon himfelf. But for himfelf he liketh
belta General ox a fimoothing Preacher; and he fly-
‘eth from a quick and fearching miniftry, left he
fhould be proved and convinced to be in a flate
of fin :and mifery. . Guilt maketh him fear or
hate:a liwely fearching Preacher, cven as the guil-
ty. prifonex hateth the Judge, Heloveth no c:;':;
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pany {o well as that which thinketh highly. is fin. Heddfiresh perfeion, though not with
him, and applaudeth and commendeth him, yy perfedd defire.  He fitteth not. down contentedly
neither by their reproofes nor firiGer lives, wjj ipany low degree of grace.  He looketh on the ho-
trouble his confcience with: the remembrance offick (how poor ioever ) with much more seve-
his fin, or the knowledge of his mifery. . He wijlience and cfteem than on the moft tich and ho-
take you for his enemy for telling him the truth Jrourable in the world. And he had far rather be one
i you go about to convince him of his undoxfstthe mot holy , than one of the moft profpe-
condition, and tell him of his beloved fin : Sin #llous and great : He had rather be a Panl or Timoe
taken to be .as himfelf; It is He chat doth evii] iy, thana Cefar/or an Alixander. He complain-
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and not only fix that dwelleth in him : And theye,

fore all that you (ay againt his fin, he takethi
as fpoken’ againt himfelf; and he wilt defend. by
finas he would defend himtelf: He will hear you
tll you come to touch himfelf, as the Jewsdi
by Stephen A&. 7. 51, 54. when they heard hin
call them Riffzecked refiffers of God and pevficutans,
then they were cut to the bears , and grind thi
seeth at bim. Andas they did by Paul AQ.32.22
They gave audience 10 shis word, and them lifs up tbei
woices and faid , away with fuch a fellow from
earth, forit i not fit that-he (hould live. Gal 4.16
Joh 9.40. Mat. 21. 45. The priefts and pharifi
would have laid hands on Chrift, when sbey.
ceived that be (pake of them. And Abab hated Mi
vhaiah , becaufc he did not prophefie good of bin,
but evil. 1King. 22. 8. D.fervedly do they perih
intheir fin and mifery , that hate him that would
deliver them , and refufc the remedy. Prov.12. 4.
Whofo loveth inftruction loveth. knowledge, bus be the
baseth reproof i bruitifh. Prov. 29. 1. He thas being
often reproved bardneth his neck , fall fuddenly be d
firoyed, and that wishons remedy. o :
X1 I 1. A Chriftian indeed , is.one that un
feignedly defiveth to attaint to the higheft dig-ee of
bolinefi, and to be perfelly frced from evesy thing
- that

Y
i

¢thof nothing with fo much forrow, as that he
an Know and Love his God no more ! How happy
i exchange would he count it, if he had more of
the Knowledge and Love of God, though he loft all
his wealth and honour in the world. His {mall-
it fins arc a greater burden to him, than his
greatelt corporal wants aud fufferings.  As Paw/,
who becaufe he could not perfe@ly fulfill Gods
Law, and be as good as he wowld be, crieth out
sin bondage, O wresched man that Iam | whe fhall
diliver me from shis body of death 7 Rom. 7.27. .

-2, And for the weak Chriftian, though he is ha-
bituallyand refolvedly of the fame mind, yet alas

por-J his defices after perfe@ion are much more languid

inhim : And he hath too much patience and re-
toncilednefs to fome of his fins; and (ometimes
taketh them to be fwceet: So that his enmity to
his Pride, or Coveteoufnefs , or paflion:is rhuch
thated, and fuffereth his fin to walt his grace and
wound his confcience,, and hinder much of his
communion with God. He fecth not the odioufs
s of fin, nor the beauty of Holinefs with fo
cleara (ight as the confirmed Chriftiandoth. He
hateth fin morefor the ill effeds of it, thanfor its
Malignant hatetul nsture.. He feeth not clearly
the intzinfick evil thatis.in din, which maketk

it
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it deferve the pains of hell. Nor doth he difimg fver he may talk of many other matters by the
the difference betweena holy and a: u'nh;!yll‘:;cmﬂ? vay: ) foisit witha Chrftian : he knoweth no-

fo clearly as the @ronger Chriftian doth. 1 Cor, o J1ig Worthy of his life and labours, but thac
2, 3. Heb. 12. 1. ' , 3}

’Ivhich he hopeth for hereafter. This world is too
3. And as for the feeming Chriftiar, though he foful , and too vile, and.(hoxt, to be his felicity.
may approve of perfect bolineffin another, and may fis very trade and workiin the world 1s to lay up
wifh for it himfelf , when he thinketh of it by [itreatuze in heaven, Mat. 6. 20, and to lay wp a
inthe general, and not asit is exclufive and dou | Soundation againft she time to come, and to lay
firu@ive of his beloved fin; yet when it cometh M4 o esernal life: 1 Tim. 6, 19. And therefore
€0 particulars he cannot away with it : Heisfo Jis very beart is there Mas. 6. 21. and he is em-
far from defiring it, that he will not endure ir. T, J0icd in feeking and fésting his affections on the things
name of boliniffhe liketh; and that prefervation J#¥¢ Col- 3.1. 2, 3.  And his converfation and tra-
from Hell which is the confequent of it : By fkis in Heaven Phil. 3. 20, 21. He looketh not at
when he underftandeth what it is, he hath ng ¥ things which are fien which are temporal, buc
mind of it. That holinels which thould cure his It the things which are not- feen which are eternal
ambition and pride, and make him contented with [Cor- 4. 18. He is a firanger upon carth, and -
a low condition, he doth not like : Heloveth not Jiaven is to him as his home.
that holinefs, which would deprive him of hig] 2- The weak Chriftianalfo hath the fame End
coveseoufrefs , his intemperance in pleafant meary ang J8d Hope and Motive ; and preferreth his hopes of
drinks s his fletbly fufts , and inordinate Pleafisres) thelife to come before all the wealth and pleafures
Nor doth he defiré that holinefs thould employ his of this hfe : But yet his thoughts of Heaven are
foul in the Love of God, and in daily prayer and much more firange and dull : He hath fo much
meditating on his word, and raifc him to a heat jubting and fear yet mixed with his faith and
venly life on earth. : ‘ -« Jbpe, that he looketh before him to his everlafting
XILL 1. AChriftian indeedis one that maketh [¢, with backwardnefs and trouble, and with
God and Heaven the End, Reward and Musiye of |mill defirc and delight : ‘He hath fo mumch hope of
his Life : And liveth not in the world for any Heaven, as to abate his fears of hell, and make
thing in the world, but for that endlefs happinefs hm think of eternity with more quietneff ,
which the next world only can afford. The Rea: J1an he could do if he found himfIf unregene-
fons which a®uate his thoughts, and choice, and [Jite: But not fo much as to make his thoughts of
all his life, are fetcht from Heaven. The interctt [aven fo free and fweer and freqrent, nor his de-
of Godand his foul as to eternity, is the ruling res after it {0 ftrong , as the confirmed Chriftians
inteeeltin'him. . Asa eraveller goech all the way, Jre  And thercfore his duties and his fpecch of
and bearcth all the difficulties of it, for the fike Jitaven , and his endeavours to obtain it, are all
- of the End or Place that he is going to-: (how uore languid and unconflant: And he is much
' ever | D proucs
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proner tofall in love with carth, and ¢o entertain

the motions of reconciliation to the world, and ‘his felici ‘
, : uken heaven forhis felicity doth account ny labonr
;‘: hae\;?ol::s (l;:atitl.too L?lu‘:h fet upon forqe Place, Dy eoft 00 great for the obtaining of it : he hath no-
N h‘t)cd tod’mt ;]ng_ hOW, and to be _elthcs dsfing fo dear to him in this : world, which he
ﬁ?&cd o0 L;;:l dm the poﬁéﬂ'gon of it, of af annot {pare and part with for God and'the world
hi¢ thlamth.rou ¢d too much with the lofs of it} come. He doth not only notionally know'cHse
m; an!& théﬂgs farc ‘?ﬁ' qnuch the Motives of his wthing {hould feem too dear or hard for the fe-
i ’hatf\ e t(ea ;ogs '9 : (l)sﬁ Joes and grifs : ‘Though wring of our falvation 3 but he knoweth this ’pre’;-
¢ nath th t:huc elicf of a ﬁlec to come, an}i itMfically and - is refolved accordingly. Fhouph dif-
l'; litel h“ h‘ main againlt the world, yet it is}glries may hinder him in particular*a&s", and
ut little that he ufeth is to thccommanding and Bhis excecutions come not up to the height of his
:}mng and comforting his foul , in comparilon§ ifires ( Roms. 7.16,17. &¢. ) yet hie if refolved
of w é;: ?TODB bghcvcz doth: Mat. 16. 2., 23 Bt he will never break on terms with CHyift -
. dBM the feeming Chriftian would ferve GodlThere is no duty fo hard which he is not williiig
and Mammon, aﬁmd‘ placeth his chicf 'and certamet By refolved to perform : and'no finfo (Weet or
lgappl}:lcfs pradical’y upon earth: Though freuh. ginful which he is not willing to forfake s
tively he know an‘d.ﬁxy tbat Hc.av,cn is better, yetlie knoweth how unproﬁtablc a'»bar'gain ‘he
doth he not pratiically judge i to be (o9 hist : Rmakes, who winneth the world , and loféth hid
A,nq(il tl;,cnforc he loveth the world above it, and lown (oul's and that no gain can ranfome his foul,
he doth moft carefully lay up a tresfure on eans, ot recompence him for the lofs of his falvation;
Mat. 6.19. and is refolved firft to feck and fecure I Mar. 8. 36.  He knoweth that it is impoffible to
his portion here bclow‘, and yet he taketh Heaven ka loferby God; or to purchafe heavenat too
'f‘O}' ";'rfc"’e, as knowing that the world will ca deara rate: he knoweth that whatfoever it coft
'":!0‘ ‘ft :laﬁ-;] 3{"’ dye he mugt, th€'¢ 15 10 r¢- Rhim, heaven will fully pay for all : and that it is
medy ; an t'erchrc he taketh heaven as mx the worldlings labour, and wot the faints: thae
ﬁnto the vbcﬁ.', ashis fecom_l hope; as better than [ repented of at laﬁ., He marvelleth m;)re at
c_ll h’ and will go n Rclx‘gxo.n as far as hecn, diftraed finners , for making fuch a Gir for
without the lf of his profperity here : (o that wealth and honours and command, than they
earth and fl b do govern and command the de. marvail at him for making (o much a-doe for
hign and tenor of his life ; Bue heaven and: his heaven. He knoweth that this world may be too0
lf:;ul fhall lzmvc all thag they cqn"fparc; which may J4car bought , but fo cannot his falvation: yea
enough tomake him pafs with men for . emi- heknoweth that even our duty it {eIf ) is not our

nently religious. 1 Fob. 2 15, Mas 13.22, Luke | -
o R 15,22 mallet priviledge and mercy :” And that the more
18.22, 23. Luk, 14. 24, 33. ?/"'7- 14. Phil. 3.18, Rye do for God, the more we receive, and the

19, 20, . .
j9’ greater 1s our gain and honour : and that the {uf-
‘ D, ferings
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- XIV. 1. AChtiftian indeidis one that having

XIV, 1.4
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ferings of bqlicyﬁrs for righteoufnefs fake, do nog
only prognofticate their joyes in heaven » but og.
cafion here the greatet Joyes, that any fhort of

heaven partake of : Mat, 5¢ 11, 12. Rom. 5.1,

34.¢. Heis not one that defireth the end with.
oug.the means . and would be faved {0 it may b

oncheap and cafic terms: But he ablolutely yield.
eth tp the terms of Chrift, and Gith with Anin,
Da, quod jubes , . & jube guod vis ; Caufe me 10 ds
What thoy commandeft, and command what thox will,
'l“bq;ghfl’elagiuqfcmiradi&ed the firft fentence, and
the flg the fecond, yet Anguftine owned both;
and fodoth every txue believer. He greatly com.
plainech of his_backwardnefs to obey, but ne
ver. complaineth: of - the Gri@nefs of the com-
mand.  He loveth the holineff, juftnefl and good.
neﬂ‘ of the Laws. when he bewaileth the un.
holines and badneGs of his heart : He ge.
fireth not God to command him lefs, but defireth
grace and ability to do more. He is (o far from
the mind of the ungodly world, who cry out
againft too much- holinefs and msking o much
ado for heaven, that he defireth even to reach
to the degree of Angels
Gods will t0 be dome on earth, 5 it is done in bes-
ven; and theicfore the more delireth to be in
heaven, that he may do it better. Pfal. 119.5.

Rom. 7. 24. v
2. The weak Chriftin hath the fame eftimation
and refolution : But when it comes to practice, as
his will is lefs confiimed and more corrupted and
divided , {o little impediments and difficultics are
reat temptations to him, and ftop him more in
the way of hisobedicace. - All his duty is much
inore tedious to him, and all his fufferings are
much

e

and would fain; have

bat when he cometh to forfake all and take up
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morc burthenfome to him, than to confirmed

Cbriflians - And therefore he is eaficr tempted in-

to omiffions and impatiency, and walketh not fo
eenly,, or comfortably with God. When the
fpinit is willing , it yieldeth oft to the weaknefs of
tﬁe fleth, becaufe it is willing in too remifs a de-
grec. Mat. 26.41. Gal. 2. 14. '

3. But the feeming Chriftian ( though notionally
ind generally he may approve of Rri@nef(s ) yet fe-
wetly at the heart hath alwaies this referve, that
he will not ferve God at too dear a rate. His
worldly felicity he cannot part with, for all the
hopes of the life to come: And yet he will not,
he dare not renounce and give up thofe hopes :
And therefore he maketh him{elf a Religion of
the eafiet and cheape® parts of Chriftianity,
(among which fometimes the firiGeft opinions
may fall out o be one part, (o be it they be feparat-
«d from the firicte(t pra&ice: )And this eafie cheap
Religion he will needs believe to be true Chriftia-
nity and Godlineff 5 and {o will hope to be faved
upon thefe terms : And though he cannot but
know chat it is the certain chara@er of a hypo-
tite , to have any thing ncarer and dearer to his
heart chan God , yet he hopeth that it is not (o
with him, becaufe his ¢onvinced judgement can
lay that God is beft and the world is vanity, while
yet his beart and. affe@ions fo much contradi@
his opinion, as almoft to fay : Thereis no God:
For his heart knoweth and loveth no God as God,
that is, above his worldly happinefs. He is re-
blved to do fo much in religion as he findeth ne-
«ffary to delude his confcience , and make
himfelf believe that he is godly and thall be faved :

D3 the
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the Crofs, and pra&ife the coftlyeft parts of duty
then you fhall fee that: Mammon was beteer lovci
than God, and he will go away forrowful, ang
hope to be faved upon ealier terms, Luke 18. 2,
For he was never refigned abfolutely to God.

X V. 1. Aconfirmed Chriftian is one that taketh
felfdenial for the one half of his Religion ; and
therefore hath ‘beftowed one half of his endes.
vours to attain and excrcife it.He knoweth that the
fall of man, was a turning to bimfelf from God ; And
that Clfifoneff and want of Love to God, are the fumm
of all corruption and ungodlinefs; And that the Ly
of God and félfdenial are the famm of al] religion;
And that converfion is nothing but the turning of
the heart from carnal filf to God by Chrilt; And
therefore on this hath his care and labour been
fo fuccestully laid out, that he hath truly and
pradiically tound out fomething that is much besrer
than bimfelf , and to he hved and preferred before
bimf:lf5 and which is to be his chicfeft ultimate end;
Hc maketh not & God of himfelf any more, but

- #feth himfélf fox God, to fulhill his will as a crea.

ture of his own,that hath n other end and ufe. He
no more preferreth him{clf abave all che world,
but efteemeth himfelf a poor and defpicable part
of the world: And highlier valueth the hoaour
of God,and the welfare of the church,and the good
of many, than any interelt of his own. Though
God in nature hath taught him to regard his ows
Jelicity and to love himflf, and not to feek the
glory of God, and the good of many fouls in ap-
pofirion to his own, yet hath he taughe hin to pre
fer them ( chough in conjun@ion ) much befare
his own . For reafon tellcth him that man is no-
thiug in comparifon of God , and that we arc made

by
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by bim and for bim ; and that the w,cl.fate of the
Church ox publick focieties is berger (in order to
the-higheft ends ) than the \ye‘lfatc‘of‘ fome ong,
Selfifoneff in the unregenerate, is.like aninflamma-
tion or appofteme , which drawqgh the humopr-s
from othcr parts of che body. toit felf: The in-
tereft of God and man are all {wallowed upin the
regard that men have to felfzinteret : And the
Love of God and our neighbour are turned iuto felf-
bve. But felf is as anmhilated in the confirmed
Chriftian, fo that it ruleth not his _']'udggmenf .
his affiéiions , or his choice . And he that lived in
and to himfelf, asif God and all the world were
but for him , doth now live to God, as one that
is good for nothing elie, and findeth bimfelf in feck-
ing him that is infinitecly above bimfelf. Luk.14.31,

2, 33. Phil. 2. 4, 21. '
’ 2.33\11d the w:zk Chriftian hath at.tamec! to‘fo
much felfdenial that foif is not predominant in him
againft the Love of God and his neighbour : But
yet above all other fins, too great a mealure of
flfifineff Qill remaineth in bim : .Thefc woxjds
[ own, and mine, and fiff ] arc too lignificant with
him : every thing of his, own is regarded mordi-
nately, with partiality and too much felfifoneff. - A
word againt himfelf, or aninjury to bimfdf, is
more to him than worfc againt his brother: He
is too little mindfull of the glory of Gud, and of
the publick good, and the fouls of others ; and
even when he is mindful of his own foul, he is
too regardlefs of the fouls of many, that by prayer
or exhortation or other means he ought to help:As
a (mall candlc lighteth but a little way, anda fmall
fire heateth not farr off, fo is his Love fo much

: h not farr from him : He
confined , that it rcachctDl “: ar - vilucth
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valueth his friends too much upon their refpe@ ¢,
pleafc himfelf, and loveth men too much as they are
partiall for him; and too little upon the pure 4.

ount of giace, and theif love to Chrift and fer-

vifablenefs to the Church : He cafily overvalye
his own abilities ,* and is too confjdent of his owy
wnderftanding , and apt to have too high cop.
ccits of any opinions that are his own ; he is top
apt to be t¢empted unto uncharitablenefs ,
thofe that crofs him in his intereft. or way ; he is
apt to be too negligent in the work of God,
when any feffintereft doth tand againft it; and top
much to feek himlf , his own efteem | or his own
commodity, when he fhould devote himfelf to the
good of fouls, and give up himfelf to the work
of God : Though he is not like the hypocrite
that preferreth bimfelf before the will of God and
the common good, yet Jelfifonefi greatly ftoppeth,
interrupteth and  hindreth him in Gods work;
and any great damger or Lof or (hame » or other
concernment of his own | doth feem a greater
matter to him, and ofiner turn him out of the
way , than it will with a confirmed Chriltian;
They were not all bypocrites thar Paul fpeaketh of
in that {ad complaine, Phil. . 20,21. Forl have
70 wman like minded ( 10 Timothy ) who will natn-
vally care for your fate s for all fiek their own, not
the things which ars Fefis Chrifts : 7 that is; They
too much {eck their own, and no¢ entirely enough
the things that are Chrigs ; which Tim:thy did na-
turally asif he had been born to it ,» and Grace
had made te Love of Chrift and the fouls of
men and the goad of others as matwrall to him as
the Love of hinfelf  Alas how lowdly do theit
own diftempers and foul mifcarriages , and the

civifions,

againft

-

~
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'diviﬁons, and calamities of the Church, pro-

i er fort of Chriftians have yet
:::(;nr’x’mtcl;: t[et(;i‘;hr:};fkand that felfdenial is lamenta-
' i m. . .
by lmg:rtfzg !ttllmcthﬁeming Chriftian [elﬁjhmﬂbxs f}dl
thcay;rcdominant principle: he loveth Gdodha:tﬁ ?fr-
himfelf 5 and he never had any highcr cn& L " ani:
Ml'his Religion, his opinions, his pra 1ccvlcn A
mated by félf-love , and governed by it ¢ en b }
the Love of carnal felf : jdfwj.feem . ﬁlf;c«mce;ﬂ f é
e A LT
fticution of his hear . wil
:)l}c(l:g? opinon, and way and party :(n 'Rgrgrgzﬁ
which felfifrneft direéteth him to choo c: c; il
o no farther in Religion , ti;;n {Z{‘-z:}t‘;r:‘jgcahis
ill allow him to go. He i
g{gt{d‘tma:}! turn his love into ham.:d, ax;dﬂ]hﬁ
praifes into reproach, wll:cnhyv;r] fﬁg;lt:\i:d a:d
ire it. He can make himfe F
Ir:g::n:ct(;tma:: others belicve, that the hm/cﬁ ;d
hligt fexrvants of God , arc'crroneoui] R bmtm[;ami
ke B m{f“ﬂérabﬁe :nzir::};fey F(;r huc judgeth
: intons an . \c ju
f)lfofict; h‘;ngp;ovezb or bateth them, prmcupz)ly
s they c/'mﬁ)rm to bis will and intcreft | Oras t{ :};
ue againft it; As the g’;)dlydrpcfgt:j}c 0afll é):(; Ofo
ings , by the will and nte .
figdal(lh:mggo,dlyy men eftcem them as .thcfy él}i.ax:i
in reference to themfelves. When their :;l K:he
intereft required it , the Fews, and fpeca}? y the
Pbarifees , could make themfclves and ot ;rsakcg
lieve, that the Son of God himfc!f was adrcb‘ !
of the Law, andan enemy to Cefar, ;n a t;r
phemer, and unworthy to live on the earth:

Aud that Paul was a peftilnt fellow, and a mov(e);:



. x
\
_—

42 The Charaiter of a
of fedition ameng the people,

and a rin lea
of a (¢&, and a prophaner gl

of the Temple, A

- 24. 5,6. and which of the Prophets and Apofily !

did they not perfecute ? Becaufe Chrifts do@rip
doth crofs the intere®t of feififp men, therefore th,
world doth fo generally rie up againft it wip
indignation ; evenas a Country will rife again|
an invading enemy : For he cometh to take awiy
that which is deareft to them: As ic is faid of
Luther, that he medled with the Popes crown, apd
the Fryars bellies : and therefore no wonder if they
fwarmed all about his ears. Selfifoneffis o gene.
rall and deeply rooted, that ( except witha few
[elf-denying Saints ) felf-love and felf~intereft ruleh
the world : And if you would know how 1t
Plealc a gracelefs man, ferve but his carnal inte.
relt, and you have done it : Be of his opinion
(or take on youto be (o, ) applaud him, ad:
mire him , flitter him, obey him, promote his
preferment , honour and wealth, be againft his
enemies} in a word, make him your Gud, and
fell youg foul to gain his favour, and fo it’s pof-
{ible you may gain it.

X VL 1. 4 Chritian indeed hath fo far mor-
tified the fles, and brought all his fénfes and ap-
petite into fubjection $0 fandtified Keafon , as that
there is no great rebellion or perturbation in his
mind; but a little matter, a holy thought, or a
word from God, doth prefently rebuke and quiet
his“inordinate defires: The flybis as a well-bro-
ken and well-ridden horfe | that goeth on his
journey obediently and quictly , and not with
firiving and chafing and vexatious refifting :
Though Gill fle® will be Slelb, and will be weak,
and will fight againtt the fpirit, (o that we can-

not
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ot do all the good we would, ( Ija.5. 17. Rom,

‘ .) yet in the confirmed Chriftian,
gg'ils6f’olz;r ﬁcm‘):dy and fubdued , that its rebelli-
onis much lefs, and its reliftance weaker, and
more eafily overcome: It qaufcth not any nota-
ble unevennefs in his obedience , nor blcmnfhes
in his life : it is no other than confifteth wich a
readinefs to obey the willof God. Gal. 5 24,25.
1 Cor, 9. 26, 27. They that are Chrifts bave cruci-
fid the flefh with the affeltions and lufts thereof :
They run not @ uncerainly : they fight not a5 one
that beateth the air : but tbgy keep under their bodies,
and bring them into fubjeliion , lgt by any means
they foould be caftawaies : ‘Thg put on the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, and make no provifion for the flefbr to ful-

the Imfts thereof Rom.13.13,14. As we fce
fi aete:{perace man , how fweet and eafie tem-

is, when to a glutton or dru.nk.axc.l, or
ff(;:::: liv,cr it is exceeding hard :fo.'? 1s in all
other points with a confirmed Chrifian. He
hath (o far cruciied the flelh , that it is as
dead toits former lufis; and {o far mafercd it
that it doth eafily and quickly yield : And this
maketh che life of fuch a _Chnﬂx;n , not only
pure , but very eafie to him , in comparifon
of other mens. Nay, more than this; he can ufe
his fénfe ( as he can ufe the world , the objects of
feofe ) in fubferviency to faithand his Galvation.
His eye doth but open a window to his mind (o
hold and admire the Creator in his bwork : His
taf weetneff of the creatures 1s but a means,
b;'vﬁ \irfl-]:?}f {he fvfcet:r Love of God doth paf\‘
dire@ly to his heart : His fenfe of pleafure is
but the paffige of fpiritual holy pleafure to his
mind : His (tnfe of bicternels and pain s blut
the
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mat and fleep do not ufually exceed their meafure ?
And they are eafily tempted to libertine opinions,
which indulge the fleth, havinga weaker prefer-
wtive againft them than fironger Chriftians
have. Mat. 16.22,23. Gal. 5.13. & 1.16.8" 2. 12,
13,14 Col. 2. 3 1. o

3. But the feming Chriftian is really carnal.
The flefb is the predominant part with him; and
the intereft of the flcth is the ruling interet. He
wafheth away the outward filth, and in hopq of
flvation, will be as religious as the flofh will give
him leave ; and will deny it in fome fmaller mat-
ters 5 and will ferve it in a religious way, and not
in fo grofs and impudent a manner as' the Acheifts
ad openly profane. But for all that he never
onquered the flefh indeed ; but fecketh its prof-
perity more than the pleafing of God and his fal-
vation : And among prayers and fermons and ho-
ly conference and books, yea and formal faftings
too, he is fexving the flofp, with fo much the
more dangerous impenitencie, by how much the
more his cloak of formality hindereth him from
the difcerning of his fin : many a one that is of
unblemifhed - reputation in Religion , doth con-
flantly ferve his appetice in meat and..dxlnk,
(though without any notable excefs , ) and his
flefhly mind in the pleafure of his dwellmg} wealth
and accommodations,as much as fome profane ones
do, if not much morc. And whenever it cometh
to a parting trial , they will thew that the
fleh was the ruling part , and will venture
their foulsto fecure its intereft.  Luke 18.23.
¢ 14.33,Ram, 8. §,6,7,9, 13. Mat. 13, 21, 22

ud. 19. o

X V9l I. 1. Hence it followeth that a Chriftian

indyed

44 . The Charatler of a

the meffenger to tell his heare, of the bitterneg
and vexatioufne(s of in.  As God in the creatioy
of us, made our fenfes , but as the inletand pyf,
fage for himfelf into ourminds > ( even as he myg,
all the creatures ¢o reprefent him to us by this py.
age; ) fo gracc doth reftore our very fenfy
( with the creature ) to this their holy origing)
ufe : that the goodnefs of God through the goog.
nefs of the creature, may pafsto our hearts, ang
be the effe@ and end of all,
2. But, for the weak Chriftian, though he hay
worsified she deeds of the body by the fpiris, and fiy,
not -after the fleflh but be freed from it captiviry
or reign ( Gal. 5. 24. Rom. 8. 1, 7 8,9, 10,11,
12,13.) yct hath he fuch remnants of concupif-
cence and fenfuality, as make it a far harder mat-
ter_to him to live in cemperance, and deny his
appetite, and govern his (enfes 3 and reftrajg them
from rebellion, and excefs: He is ke a weak
jian upon an ill-ridden headftrong horfe, who
hath much ado to keep his (addle and keep his
way. Hz isftronglicr inclined to fl:thly lufts, or
excels in meat, or drink, or fleep, or fports, or
fome fuch flethly plealure , than the mortified
tempzrate perfon is, and therefore is ofter guiley
of fome excefs : (o that his hfe is a very tirefome
conflick, and viry unealie to him(lf: becaufe the
YeGs che fi:th s mortified, the more able it is to
raife perturbations, and to put faith and reafon to
2 continual fight.  And molt of the {candals and’
blemithes of his life arife from hence ; even the
fuccefles of the flefh againft the fpirit; (o that
( though he live not in any grofs or wilful fins;
yet) in lefler meafures of exce(s he 1s too fre-
qQuently overtaken : How few be there that in
' meat
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indeed preferreth the means
aadfalvation incomparably before all corporal com,

moditicsand pleafures. He had rather dwell yp.
der the teaching and guidance of an able expe.

nienced Paftor, though e be crofs to his profpe.
rity and worldly gain, than to live under an 1gno.
rant or ‘dead hearted Preacher, when it furthe.
reth his trading or more accommadateth his flcth ;
( Though yet he mutt not remove when Gog
Liycth any reftraint upon him, by his duty to
his- family, or others: ) He had rather if he beg
lervant, dwellin a family, wherc he may do or
reccive molt fpiricual good, thanin a carnal f
wmuly,, where he may have wiore eale, and bettey
fare, and greater wages. If he be (o ‘marry, he
had rather have one that hath wifdom and picty
without wealth; thanone that hath riches with:
. out wifdom and picty. Heis gladder of .an ups
portunity ((in publick or private ) for the profit
of his foul, than of a feaft, or a good bargain;
or an apportunityfor fome gam in worldly chings,
Mat. 6.20. 33. » =
2. And the weak Chriftian is of the fame mind
in the main. He valuech mercies and helps for
his foul, above thofe for his body : But it is with
lfs zcal, and more indifferency ; and therefore
15 more ealily and ofter drawn to the omitting
of fpiritual dutics, and negle of fpiritual helps
and mercies : and goeth to than with more
averlnels, and asdriven by neceflity : and is much
lefs {enfible of his lofs , when he miffeth of any
fuch fpiritual helps. Luk. 10. 41,42. Heb. 10. 35,
At 2.42. 8 4.32.
3. Bat the féeming Chriftian being a real world-
ling, doth ferve God and Mammon; and Mam-

mon

of his fpiritual benefy
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mon with the firf and beft : He had rather mifs
sSermon , than.a good bargain or commodity :
i had rather dwell where he may thrive beft,
ot have moft eafe and plealure, than where he

my find the greatet helps for heaven : he will
k Religious, but it muft bs with an cafie and

ipleafant and merry Religion; which may not

betoo nigardly with his flefh, nor ufe it too @tri&-
ly: unlefs when one days aufterity may procure him
i indulgence for his liberty all the week (ollow-
ng: .He will make his bargain with Chrit (o,
#to be fure that he may not lofe by him: And
he will not believe that God is plealed with.that
which is much dipleafing to his fleth. Row. 8,3,
67,8, 13. Mas. 13.21, 22.

XVIXL 1. TheChriftian indeed is one that is
mucified to the world, and the world isas a crucificd
thing to him: Gal 6. 14. He hath overcome.the
wrld by faith, and followeth Chrift in the pur-
hicof it , to a perfe@ conquefl. 1 Fob. 5-4,5.
Jb.16. 33. He hath feen through all its glofing
vinity, and forefeen what it will prove at laft : He
hath found that it cannot quiet confcience , nor
reconcile the guilty foul to. God, nor fave it from
his confurning wrath ; nor ferve inftead of God
or Heaven, of Chriftor grace; but will calt off
is fervants in their Jaft extremity , naked and
defolate into remedilefs defpair : And therefore he
i refolvedly at ‘a point with all things under the .
San: Let them take the world for their portion
ud fehicity that will ¢ For his parr, he accountech
dl things in it dung and droff in companfon of
Chrit and things eternal , Pbil. 3.7, 8, 19, 20.
All the preferments, and honours, ‘and comtnand,
wdwealth , and greatnefs of the world, do not

fcem



in compasifon of things cternal, 2 Cor, 4.18. H
‘ thinketh
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feem to hirpa bate confiderable, to make a wif;
man_once quetion whether he fhould perfevey
in faithfulnefs to God, or to tempt  him g
commit one wilful fin: He would not fpej
or own alie, orapprove the finof any other, fo;
all that worldlings enjoy in their greateft profpe.
rity while they live. He accounteth his peae
with God and conkience, and his communigy
with Chriftin the greatcft povertic, to be incog.
parably better than all the pleafures and commo.
dities of fin: yea the very reproach of Chuft js
better to him than all the treafuges of Court of
Country, Heb. 11. 25, 26. Grace hath mortified
and annihilated the world to him : And that
which is dead and mothing can do nothing with
him againft God and his foul. Hec looketh o
1t asa carrion , which dogs may love and fight
for; but is unfit to be the food of man: He is
going to the land of promife; and therefore wil
not contend for an inheritance in this howling
wildernefs. Whether he be high or low, rich o
paor, are fo fmalla part of his concernments, that
he is almoft indifferent to them , farther than s
the intereft of God and fouls, may accidentally
be concerned in them. The world (¢t againtt God
and Heaven and holinefs, doth weigh no more
in-his cfiimation, than a feather that is put in
the ballance againft a mountain or all the world.
He feeleth no great force in fuch temptations,
as would draw him to win the world and lofe
his foul. His eye and heart are, where his God
and treafure is, above; and worldly wealth and
greatnefs are below him, even under his feet : He
thinketh not things temporal worth the looking at,
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tinketh that their money and riches do defere

tedly perifh with them,” who think all the mony
idthe world, to-be a thing coniparable with grace;
. 8.20. ' co T iy
i"2. And the weak Chriftian is of the fame judge-
ment and refolution yn the main : But yet the
world retaineth -a greater intereft in his heart's
It gricveth him- mhore to lofe it : Tt is a fironger
emptation to him: To deny all the preferments
wd honours and. riches of it, feemeth a greater
matter to him : and he doth it with more firiving
and lefs eafe : and fometimes the refpeét of worlds
Iy things prevaileth with him in lefler matters, to
wound his confcience,, and maketh work for re-
pentance 5 and fuch are fo entangled in worldly
ares, and profperity tafteth fo {fweet with them,
that grace even languitheth and falleth into a con-
fumption, and almoft into a fwoun. Somuch do
fome fuch let out their hearts, to the world which
they renounced, and fcrape for it with (o much
arc and cagerncls , and contend with others
about their commodities and rights, that they
fem to the (anders by to be as worldly as
worldlings themfelves are; and become a fhame
to their profeffion , and make ungodly perfons fay,
Your godly profe(fors are a5 coveteots as any, 2 Tim.
4 10. .
3. But feeming Chriftians are the fervants of
the world : when they have learnt to fpeak hard-
lieft of it, it hath their hearts : Heaven (as I faid
before ) is valued ‘but as a referve , when they
know they can keep the world no longer. They
have more (weet and pleafing thoughts’ and
fpecches of the world , than-they have of God
ind the world to come : It hath moft of their
. ) hearts

- 2 "
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hedrts , - when God is moft preferred by thesy
tongues ; there it is that they are daily laying:
their treafure, and there they muft leave it atthe
parting hour , when they go naked out as they
came naked in:the love of deceitful riches choaketh
the word of God, and it withereth . in them, ang
becometh unfruitful, Mas.13.22.  They 80 away
forrowtul becaule of their beloved riches , whep
they fhould part with all for.the hopes of heas
ven. Luk 18.23. yea though they are beggars
that never havea dayes profperity. in the world,
for all that, they love it better than heaven, and
defire that which they cannot get : becaufe they
have not an gye of faith, to fee that better world
which they negleé, and therefore take it for an
uncertain thing:: nor are their carnal natures (i
table (o0 it , and 'therefore they mind it not.
Rom.8.7. When an Hypocrite is at the beft, he
is but a Religious worldling : The world is neereg
to his heart than God is, but pure Religion keepeth o
man unfpasted of the wirld : Fam. 1. 27.

X1IX. 1. Acnfirmed Chriftiamis one, that fill
feerh the énd in all ¢that he doth, and that is be-
forc him in his way: and looketh not at things as
at the preféent they feem or relith to the fieth, or
to thart fighted men; but as they wil appear and
be judged of at Lyt.  The firft letter maketh not
the word, northe fit word the fintence , with-
out the /st.  Prefent time is quickly paft; and

therefore he e regardeth what things feem at

prefent, than what they will prove to all eter-
nity. When temptations off:r him a bate to fin,

with the prefent profit, or.tpleafuge ; or honowr,
he fecth ac once the fingll ame i bie, faeth alh
worldly things as they are-feen by adymg. ma,nsg
: : Lo an

—— e
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and asaftcr the general conflagration they will be.
Hefecth the godly in his adverlity and patience , “as
etring into his mafters joys : he feeth the derid-
¢d vilified (aint, as ready to ftand jultified by Chrift
athis right hand 5 and the lyes of the malicious
world, as xeady to cover themftlves with (hame -
be fecth the wicked in the height of their . profc
perity as ready to be cut down and withered, and
their pampered fleth to turn to dirt 5 and their
fithy and malicious fouls, to ftand condemned
by Chrift at_his Icft hand, and to hear, Go ge
wifed into everlafting fire prepared for the Devil and
b Angels. Mat, 25. 1Pet. 1. 24. Fam, 1. 10, 11.
Hal.73.¢ 37, Thercforeit is that he valueth grace,
lecaufe he knoweth what it will be : and therefore it
isthat he flicth from fin, becaul he kncweth the ter-
s of the Lord , and what it will prove to the
finer in the end; and how finners themfelves
wll curfe the day that ever they did commit it ;
nd with when it is too late, that they had chofen
the holine(s and patience of the fints: and there-
e it is that he pitieth rather than emvieth the
profperous enemies of the Church , becaufe he
relecth what the end will be of them that obey mos
the Gofpel of Chrifts and if the righteows be [Carcely
fed , where fall the ungodly and finner appear 2
1Pet. 4.17,18. 2 Thef, 1.8, 9, 10. If the wick-
tdunbclicvers faw but the ending of all things as
he doth, they would be all then of his mind and
Way. This putteth fo much life into his prayers,
his obcdience and patience , becauft he feeth the
mdinall, Denr. 32. 29, Prows 19. 20. Yai. 47. 7.
3. And the sweake# Chriftian doth the {ime in
the ‘main, fo far as to turn his heart from things
Kmporal, o things ctanl; and to.réfolve him
‘ 3 in
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-#n his main choiee, and to condu® the courfe of
‘his _life towards heaven.  But yet in particulaf
a&ions he is often. flopt in prefent things, and
forgetfully lofeth -the fight of the end , and f js
deluded and entifed. into fin, for want of fecirig
that which fhould: have preferved him : he is like
onc :that travelleth. over hills and vallies , who
when he is upon the hills doth fec the place thy
he. is going to, but when he cometh into the vak
lics, 1t is out of his fight. . Too oft doth the
weak Chriftian think of things as they appear at
the prefent, with little fenfe of the change that
is.neer : when he fecth the bates of fin, whethe;
riches, or beauty, or meat and drink, or any
thing that is pleafing to the fenfes, the remem.
brance of the end doth not fo guickly and power-
fully work , to prevent his deceived imaginatic
ons, as it ought. . And when poverty, or fhime,
or {ufferings, or ficknefs, are prefented to him,
the forefight of the ' end is not (o fpeedy and powvete
fulin clearing his judgement , and fecling his re-
folution, and preventng his mifapprehenfion and
trouble as it ought. And -hence come his oft
miftakes and falls: and herein confitteth much-of
that fuolifbnff, which he confefleth when Repen-
tance bringeth him to himfelf, * 2 Sam. 24+ 10,

2 Chron.16.9, - « . : :
3. But the feeming Chriftian hath . fo dim and
doubtful a fore-fight of the end & and 1t is fo fre-
quently out of his mind, that whings prefent do

carry away his heart, and have. the greatelt pow- Mlnd

er and intereft with him, and ate ‘moft regarded

and fought after in' this Jife: For he is purblind, i

not feeing a farr off;i as it is:faid:, 2 Pen 1. 9-‘;HC
wanteth that faith whichis che fubftance of t_l;mg;
. . ),911(

¥ the profane, Deut.
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tped for, and ihe évidence of things unfeen Heb.1 1.1,
Things promifed in another ‘world, feem to him
to-uncertain, or tob farr off, ' to be preferred be.. .
lise::all the happine(s of this world : he is refoly- ;
w'tg make his beft of that which he hath in hand,
utl to prefer poffeflion beford fuch hopes.  Lit-
ledoth his heart: perceive what a change is neer,
id how the face of all chings will be altered !
How fin will look , and how the minds of fin-
wrs. will be changed, and what all the riches,
ud pleafures ; and honours of the world willap-:
par at the latcerend ! He forefeeth not the day
when the flothful, and the worldly, and the fleth-
It and the proud, and the enémies of godlinefs
ball all with-in vain,: O that we had laid up our
wslure in heaggen, and -laboured for the food that
prilhech nor, and had fet lefs by all the vanities of
te.-world ! and had imitated the holicft and.
noft mortified believers ! Though the hypocrite
at- himfelf foretell all this , and talk of it to

Jahers, yet his belief of it is o dead, and his fen-.

ity (o @rong -~ that he liveth by fénfé, and
wt by that beliefs and prefent things are practi-
ally preferred by him , and bear the fway, (o
hat he needeth thofe warnings of God , as well
32. O that they were wife,
et they wunderftood shis, and that they would confi-
rtheir laster end : And he is one of the foolifls ones,
Hat. 25. 8, 11. who are fecking oyl for theix
imps when it is too late, and are crying out, Lord,
» open 30 us , when the door is fhut; and.
Wll not know the time of their vifitation, nor
0w effe@ually in this their day the things
wich belong to their everlating peace.

XX, 1. The Chriffian indeed is one that livesh.
o E 3 upon




S4 The Charadler of a

upon God alone. His faith is Divine.s his\ love'
and obedience and confidence are Divine : hig

chicfelt converfe is Divine : his hopes and com.

forts arc Divine: Asitis God that he dependeth
on, and trufteth to, and ftudieth to pleafe shove.
all the world , (o it is Gods approbation that he

taketh up with for his juftification and reward;
He took him for:his abfolute Governour, and
judge, and full felicity, in the day when he took.
Lim for his God. He can live in peace without
mans approbation : If men are never acquainted
with his fincerity , or vertues, or good deeds, it
doth not difcourage him nor hinder him from
his holy courfe; he is therefore the fame in fe:

cret as i publick; becaufe no place is-fecret from:

God. 1f men turn his greatelt vgetues or dutics
to his reproach, and flandet him, at:d make him
odious fo men , and reprefent him s they did
Panl, a pefulent fellow, a mover of fedition, and
the ringlcader of a fe&, and make him as. the
filth of the world , and the. off-feonring of all
things, this changeth him not, forit changeth
not- his felicity, nor doth he mifs of his reward,
1 Cor, 4. 9,10, 11,12, 13, 14. Read the wordsin
the text : Though he hath fo much fufpition of his
own underftanding, and reverence for wiler mens,
that hc will be glad to learn, and will hear rea-
fon from any one; yet praife and difpraife are miat-
ters of very fmall regard with himy, and, asto
himfclf, he aceounteth it but a fmall thing to
be judged of men; whether they juftifie or con-
demn him; becaufe they are fallible and have not
the power of determining any thing, to his great
commodi:y or detriment y nor s 1t their judge
ment (0 which he flands or falls ;- ¥ Cor. 4. 3}?

.
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Hehath a more dreadful or comfortable judge-
ment to prepare for 3 man is of fmall account with
himin comparifon of God. Rim.8.33,34,35,36.
. 2. And though with the weaket srue Chriffian.
itiis fo alloas to the predominancie of Gods eftcem:
and intereflt in him, yec is his weaknefs daily vi-
fible in the culpable effe@s. Though God hive.
the chiefeft place in his efteem, yet man hath.
much more than his due. The thoughts and
words of men fcem to fuch,.of far greater imi-.
portance than they fhould. Praifc and difpraife,
fivours and injuries , arc things which affe@ their
hearts too much : they bear not the contemprs.
and wrongs of men, with fo quiet and fatisfied,
2 mind, as beleemeth thofe that live upon God..
They have fo fmall expericnce of the comforts. of
God in Chrift, that they are tafting the deeper of
qther; delights , and fpare them.not (o eafily .as.
they ought to. do: God, withqut friends, .of
houfe, or land, or maintenanct or: ¢fteem in the
world, doth not fully quiet them ; but there is
ddeal of picvifh impatience ‘leff #p their minds,.
though it doth nat drive them away from God.

3. But the feeming Chriftian can better take up
with the world alone than with God alone: God 1s.
not {0 much miffed by him as the world : Heal--
wayes breaks with Chrift when it cometh to for-:
feking all: Heis godly notionally and profeffedly, and
thercfore may ealily faythat God is bis portion, and
enough for thofe that put their truft in bim : But his
heart never confented truly to reduce thele words
to practife, When it comes to the trial, the praife
or difpraife of man, and the profperity or matters
of the world, do fignifie more with him than the

. favour or difpleafure of God; and can do more with

E 4 him.
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him. Chrit and riches and efteem he could be-
content with 3 ‘but he cannot away' with a naked
Ghnﬁ'algne. - Therefore he is indeed a pra@i.
cal Atheift, even ‘when he feemeth moft religious ;
Forif he had ever tiken God for his God indced,
he had certainly taken him as his portion, felicity,
andall ; and therefére as enough for him without.
thecreature, ‘Luk, 18. 23. :

X XL 1. Forall this it followeth that 4 Chri.
ftian indeed bath wish himfelf devoted all that be hath 1o
God; and {o all that he hath is fantlified : he is,
only in doubt oft times in particxlar cafes | whas
God would have him do with himfIf , and his
eflate; buc neverin doube whether they are to be
wholly employed for God , in obedience to his will,
{o far as he can know it : and therefore dotl
dtimate every creature and condition | purely as it pe-
kaseth unto God and life eternal. HOLINE S
TO THE LORD is written upon all that
lic. hath and doth = he taketh it as fint from God,
and ufeth it as his Mafters goods and talents, not
chiefly for himfelf, ‘but for his Mafters ends and
will : God .appeareth to him in the creature,
and is the life, -and {weetnefs, and glory of the
creature to_him : his firft quettion in every bu-
finefs he-undertaketh, or cvery place or condi.
uon that he choofeth is, how it conduccth to
the Pleating of God, and to his fpiritual ends :
Whether be eateth or drinketh or' what ever he doth,
be doth all to the glory of God. 1 Cor. 10. 314
The poﬁe. engraven on his heart is the name of
GOD,with [OF HIM, asnd THROUGH
HIM, and TO HIM ARE ALL
THINGS, TO HIM BE GLORY
FOR EVER, AMEN. 1 Rom. 11.36,

) ' ' He

A —

Sound €onfirmed Chriftian. 57

He liveth as a fteward , that ufeth not his ows,
though yet he have a fufficient reward for his fide-
lity : and he keepeth accounts both of his recei-
vings and layings out; and reckoneth all to be
worfc than loft, which he findeth not expended
onhis Loxrds account. For himfelf he asketh not
that which is fweetet to the flefh, but that which
is fittelt to his endand work, And thercfore de-
fireth not Riches (for himfelf) but his daily bread,
and food comvenient for bim ; and baving food and
ryment ¥ therewith content, having taken gedlynif§
for his gain : he asketh not for fuperfluiey,
nor for any thing to confume it on bis lufts, nor
to become provifion for his flifb, to fatisfie the wills
thereof : But as a runner in his race, defireth not
my provifions which may hinder him: and
therefore forgetting the things which are bebind (the
world which he hath ‘turn’d his back upon ) be
reachesh forth to the things which are before ( the
aown of glory ) and prefeth toward the mark ,
for the price of the bigh calling of God in Chrit
Jefas: not turning an cye to any thing that
would ftop him in his courfe. Thus while he is
employed about things below, his mind and con-
verfation is heavenly and divine, while all things
are cltimated and #fed purely for God and Hea-
wn, Luk.16. 1,2, 1 Pet. 4. 10. Tit. 1.15. Prov.
30,8. 1 Tim.6. 8. 1 Tim.6.6. Jam. 4.3. Rom.
13. 14. 'Phil. 3. 13, 14, 15. )

2. But the weak Chriftian , though he have all:
this in defire, and be thus affecled and refolved in
the main , and liveth to God in the (copé and
courle of his life; yet is too often looking afide,
and valuing the creature carnally for it felf; and

oft-times tfech it for the pleafing of the ﬂdhd,
: an
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and almoft likc.a common man+ his houfe

land, and fricnds, and pleafures, are relihed 22:

carnally , ashis own accommodatjons; and though,

he walk not after the flefp but after the (pirit

ye¢ he hath too much of the flethly taﬂé', and i;
greatly out m‘his accounts with God ; and turn.
eth manya thing from his mafters ufe, to the
fesvice of the flefh; and though he be not as the
flothfull  wicked fervant, yetis it but little im..
provement that he maketh of his calent. Ma,
1% 17, 2@57}2& | -

3. But the feeming Chriffian being carnal a
Ll “Th-ile his notions and proﬁﬂiqng: are jﬁ‘ir?::g
aland divine,, and his felfifb and flfbly intereft be.

g predominant; it mult nceds follow that he
eRimatesh all chings principally as they refpe@ bis
fie(hly interc@ts and ufedr them principally for his
carnal felf; even when in the manmer he feemeth
to ufe them mofi religioufly (" as I have faid be-
forc ) And (o to the defiled nothing is pure, Rom,
8.5,6,7,8,13. Tit. 1.13,

XX 1L 1. A Chriftian indeed hath a prompti-
tude to obey, and. a ready compliance of bis will 1o
the will of God. . He hath not any great averfe-
ncfs»andwithdmwing, and doth ‘not the good
which he doth with much backwardnefs and
firiving againft it : but as ina well ordered watch
orclock , the fpring or poifedoealily fet all the
wheelsa going, and the firft wheeleafily moveth-
the velt; (0is the will of a confirmed Chriltian
prefertly moved, as foon as he knoweth 'the will
of God. He flayeth not for other moving Rea-
fons : Gods will is his Reafon. This is the Habit |
of fubje@ion and obedience : which makes bim
fay , fpeak Lerd for thy firvant heareth : and

Lerd

’ 8
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Lord what would}t - thos bave -me:do. - And Teach
me t0 do thy will.0 God: Plal.143.10. 1 Sam.
3.10. A&. 9. 6. ' I'delight to do thy will 0 God §

'yea thy Law is within my bears : Pfhal. 40.8: The

Law wristen in our heart , is nothing elfe but the
kpowledge of Gods Laws, with this Habit or prom-
pritwde to obey them s the fpecial fruit of the fpi-
rit of grace. : : : -
‘2. But aweak Chriftian, though helove Gods
will and way, and be fincerely obedient to him, yet
in many particulars where his corrption contra-
di@eth, hath a great deal of backwardneff and friv-
ing of the flefr againft the firit; and there needs
many words and many confiderations , and vehe-
ment per{wafions , - yea and fharp affli@ions fome-
times to bring him to obey : and heis fain to drive on
his backward hcart, and hath. frequent ufe for
the rod and fpwrrs and cherefore is more flow and
uneven in his obedience, Gal. 5. 17. |
- 3. The feeming Chriftian is torward'in thofe
.ealie. cheaper parts of duty, which ferve to de-
lude his carnal heart, and quiet him in a worldly
life; but heis o backward to thrisgh fincere abe-
dience in the moft flyp-difpleafing parts of duty, that
he is never brought co it at all; but either he-
will fit his opinions: in religion to his will, and-
will not believe thcm to be duties, or elle he will
do fomething like them in a fuperficial - formal
way 5 ‘but the thing it clf he will not do. Fot:
he 16 more obedient to his carnal mnind and lufts,
than he is ¢6:God, Rom. 8. 6,19: And forwarder:
much to facrificé ‘than obedience; Eecl. 5.'1.
XX1IL r. A Chriftian indeed doth daily de-
light bimfelf in God, and findeth more -folid content
and pleafure in his-commands and promifes, than.
- m
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in all ¢this world .+ His duties are fiveet to Him;
and his bopes are {weeter. Religion is not a tires,
fome: task to him, The yoak: of Chrift is,caﬁg
to him, and his burthen light, -and his ‘Gommand,.
ments are not gricvous, Pfal. 37.4. & 1. 2. & 404
8.¢ 94. 19. O 119, 16. 35:47-70. Mat. 11, 28
29. Job. 5.3. That which others take as Phy.
fick, for meer neceflity, againft cheir wills, hego-.
eth toasa fealt, with appetite and delight, He
praycth becaufe he loveth to pray : and he thinks.
and fpeaks of holy things , bechufe he lvesh ta;
do it. And hence it is that he isfo much in ho.
ly dutie, and fo unwearied, becaufe he boveth;
ity and taketh. pleafure init. As voluptuous per-
fons are oft, and long at their fports , or mecsy,
company, becaufe they - love them, and take pleas;
fur= in them : fo:are fuch Chriftians oft , and long:
n holy ‘exercifes becaufe their hearts are fet ups.
on them, as thejr recreation and the way and
means of theix. felicity. Ifich: a delight to a fix-
disus man ,. to sead thofe books which molk clcar-
ly open the abfirufet myferies of the (ciences; or to
converfe .with the moft wife and learned men ,
andif it be a.dclight to men ; to converfe with
their deareft friends, or to- hear. from them and
read their letters ; no marvel if it be a delight
to a Chriftian indeed to read the Gofpel myfe-
ries of Love, and to find there. the promifes of
everlalting happinefs, and to fee in the fice of Jefus
Chri@t the clearet Image of the: eternal deity-:
aod forefee the Joyes which he -hall have, for
ever. He flicketh not in fuperficial formalitie >
but breaking the fhell doth feed upon the ker-

nell : It is not bare external duty which he is
taken up with : nor any meex creature that is his

content :

/
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tontent s but it is God in creatures and ordinances
that he fceketh® and liveth upon: and thercfore
it is that Religion is fo pleafant to him. He
would not change his Heavenly delights , which
he findeth in the exercife of faith, and hope, and
love to God, forail the carnal pleafures of this
world : he had rather be a door keeper in the
houfe of God, than to dwell in thie tents or palaces
of wickednefs: A dayin Gods court is better to
him than a thoufand, in the court of the greatelt
Prince on earth. Heis not a franger to the joy in
the Holy Ghot, in which the Kingdom of God
dothin part confit, Rom. 14. 17, Pfal. 84. 10.2,
&6s. 4. In the multitude of bis thoughts within
bim, the comforts of God do delighs bis foml, Plals
94.19. His meditation of God is fwveet , and be
is glad in sbe Lord. Plal. 104, 34. The freett and
fweete of his thoughts and words, run out up-
on God and the matters of falvation. The word
of God is fweeter to him than hony, and better
than thoufands of Gold and Silver : Pfal. 119.727
€ 119.103.€" 19. 10. Prov.16. 24. And becaufe
bis delight is in the law of the Lord, therefore
doth he meditate in it day and night. Pfal, 1. 2.
He fceth great reafon for all thofe commands,
Rejoyce ever more : 1 Thell 5. 16, Let the
righteous be glad , let them rejoyce before God, yea
ket thems exceedingly vejoyce.  Pfal, 68. 3,4. & 64. 10.
&3 1. 1.8 32. 11. Beglsd in the Lord and rejoyce
Ye vighteous : and fhout for joy all that are uprighs
in heart, He is forry for the poor unhappy
world, that have no better things than meat, and
drink , and.cloaths, and houfe, and land, and
mony, and luft, and play, and domineering over
others, to rejoyce in. And heartily he witheth t}t‘\at
. they
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they had but a_taltc of the Saints delights, thy
it qmight makie them fpit out their lufcious , uy,
One look to Chrif,
one ‘promife of:the Gofpel, one {erious thought
of the life which-he mutt live with God for evey,
doth afford his foul more folid comfort, than aj)

clean, unwholefome.pleafures ;

the kingdoms on earth can afford. = And though
he live not continually in chefe high delights,
yet peace with God, and peace of conﬁ:ic‘ncc,n
and fome dclight in. God, and godlinefs, is thg
ordinary temperature of his foul, and higher de.
grees are given him. in feafon for his cordials and
his fealts.. : :

- 2. But the weak Chriftian hath little of thefe {pi-
vitual delights =, his ordinary temperiis to 8ppres
hend that God and his wayes are indeed moft de.
leckable : his very-heast acknowledgeth that they
are worthieft and fitteft to be the matter of his
delights : And if be could attain affurance of his
Apecial intercft in the love of Gods and his part
in Chrilt and Jife ¢ternal, he would then rejoyce
in them indecd, and would be gladder
he. were Lord of all the world: But in the
mean time, cither his fears and doubs are damp.
ing his delights,; or elfe ¢ whichis much worfe )
his appetite is dull:, and God and holinefs relifh
oot with him half {0 {weetly, as they do with
the confirmed Chnftian ; and he is too bufie
i tafting of flcthly and forbidden pleafures,
which yet more dzprave his ‘appetite , and duli
his defires, to: the thirgs of God: fo that though
in his Efdimation , choice ; refolution and endeavour
he :much preférreth God before the world yet as
1o'any dclightful fweetnefSin himj it is but little

‘ -that he faficth. ;. He loveth God ‘with a Defiring
: Love,

than if
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Jove,and with a Seeking Love, but with very little of
A Delighting Love. The reranant of corrupt and ali-
maffe@ions do weaken his affc@ions to the things
ove 3 and his infant meaflure of piritual life, con-

jun& with many troublefome difcafes, allow him
very little of the joy of the Holy Ghoft.Nay perhaps
be hath more grict, and fear, and doubts, and trou-
ble, and perplexity of mind, than ever he had
before he turned unto God : and perhaps he hath
yet lefs pleafure in God, than he had before in
fn and fenfuallity. Becaule he had his fin in a
flate of fruition, but he hath God onlyina feek-
ing, boping flase : he had the beft of fin , and all
that ever it will afford him: but he hath yet
nonc of the full felicity which he expeéteth “in
God : The fruition of him is yet but in the pro-
(pe& of bope. His fenfual finfull life was in its
maturity, and the objedt preféntin its moft allux-
ing flate : but his fpiricual life of faith and love,
it but yet in its weak beginnings , and the ob-
j& abfent from our fight: He is fobufie at furft
in blowing up his little fpark, not kuowing whe-
ther the tire: will kindle or go out, that he hath
lictle of the ufe or plealure, cither of its lighs or
warmth. Infants come crying into the world -3
and afterwards oftner cry than laugh: Their
fenfesand xeafon are mot yet perfelted, or exer-
dled to partake of the pleafures of life. And
when they do come to know what a laughter is,
they will laugh and cry almoft in a breath: And
thoft weak Chriftians that do come to tafte of joy
and pleafure in their religious ftate, it s common.
ly but as a flath of lightning, . which leaveth
them as dark as they were before.  Sometimes
in the beginning, upon theis tirft apprchenfions

' of
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which is partly from the neswnef of the thing, ang
‘partly becaufe God will let them have fome en.

- couraging talt, to draw them farther, and ¢

convince them of the difference between the plea-

fures of fin, and the comforts of believing : By

thee firft rejoycings foon abate, and turn into 3
life of doubts, and fears, and griefs, and care,
till they are grown to greater underftanding,
experience , and (etlednefs in the things of God:

The root muft grow greater and deeper, before
-1t will bear a geeater top.  Thofe  Chriftians that

in the weakneff of grace have frequent joys, are
ufually perfons whofe weak and paffionate nature
doth occafion it : ( (ome women efpecially ) that
have ftrong phantafies and paffions arc alwaies paf-
fionately affected with whatfoever they appre-
hend : And thefe are like a fhip that is toffed in
a tempeft; that is onc while lifted up as to the
clouds, and prefently calt down as into an in-
fernal gulf: There one day in great joy, and quick-
- ly afterin as great perplexity and {orrow. Be
caufe their comforts or forrows do follow their
prefent feeling, or mutable apprehenfions.  But
when they come to be confirmed Chriftians , they
will keep a more conftant judgement of them
felves, and their own condition, and conftantly
fee their grounds of comfort ; and when they
cannot raife their fouls to any high and paffio-
nate joys, they yet walk in a {ettled peace of foul,
and n fuch competent ‘comforts , as make their
lives to be ealic and delightful 5 being well plcas
: ¢

S ———— o

-of the love of God in Chrift, and ofthe pardon ef
‘their fins , and the priviledges of their new cop.
dition, and the hopes of everlalting joy, thej
heaxts arc tranfpotted with unfpeakable delight,

fore in them he findeth or feeketh
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¢d and contented with the happy condition that
Chrifk hath brought them to, and thaakful that
he lefc them not in thofe foolifh vain pernicious
pleafures , which were the way to endlefs  for-
10Ws.

3. But the feeming Chriftian {teketh and taketh
up his chief contentment in fome carnal thing :
If he be fo poor and miferable as to have nothiag
in poffeflion that can much delight him, he will
bope for better :dayes hereafter, and that hope
hall be his chief delight : orif he have no fuch
lope.he will be. withous delight ; and thew his love
to the world and fleth , by mourning for that
which he cannot have, as others do-in rejoycing
in what they do pofiefs 5 and he will, in fuch a
defperate cafe of mifery , befuch to the world as
the weak Chriftian is to God, who hath a monrn-
ing and defiring love, when he cannot reach to an
wjoying and delighting Love. His carnal mind
molt favoureth the things of cthe fleth, and there-
is chief de-
lights. Though yet he may have .alfo a delight
in his {uperficiall kind of Religion, his hearing ,
and reading & praying & in his ill-grounded hopes
of life eternal : But all this is but fubordinate to his
chicfelt earthly pleafurc. Ifai. 58. 2. Tet they feck me

daily, and delighs to knowmy waies,as a nation that did

righteossfmeft, and forfook mot the ordinances of their
God 2 they ask of me the ordinances of jufbice s they
take delight in approaching unto God. Aad yet
all this. was fubjected to a covetous opprefling
mind, Mat. 13.20. He that received the feed into
flony places, the fame is be that hezreth the word
and anon with joy receiveth it , yet hath he not root-
in bimfelf, but dureth for a while, for whin tribu-

F ~lstion
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Lation or perficution arifith becanfe of the word
and by be is offended.” Whereby it appeareth ;ha{
his love to the word, was fubje@ed to his love
to the world,

Obj. But there are two forts of people that fiem
bave no flefhly delights at z{ﬂ, anfa‘;etpare 108 {n c;;:
way to [alvation : v.7. the Quakers, and Bebmeuifty
that live in great auflerity , and Jome of she Religi.
ous orders of the Papifts, who afflict their fiep,
Anfw. Some of them undergo their fattings and
pennance for a ‘day, that they may fin the more
quictly all the weck after: And fome of them
psoudly comfort themfelves with the fancies and
conceit of being and appearing more excellent
in auafterity than others : And all thefe take up
with a carnal fort of pleafure. As proud per-
fons are pleafed with their own, or others con.
ceits of their beauty, or witt, or worldly great-
nels; {0 proud:r perfons are plealed with their
own and others conceits of their holinefs. And
verily they hgye their reward, Mar. 6. 2. But thofe
of them that place their chiefert happine(s in the
love of God , and the eternal fruition of him in
heaven, andfeck this fincerely according to thcir
helps and power, though they are miflead into
{ome fuperttitious errors, I hope I may number
with thofc that are fincere s for all their errors
and the ill effe@s of them.

XX IV. 1. A cmfirmed Chriftian doth ordina.
vily difcern the fincerity of his own heart , and
confequently hath fome well grounded affurance
of the pardon of his fins, and of the favour of
God, and of his cverlafting happinefs : And
therefore no wonder it he live a paceable and joy-

full Lfe. For his gracc 1s not fo fmall as to be often in a dull uncercainty ¢ And if he feem asany
sdifcernable F 2 time
“— — ) B o
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wndifcernable , mor is it as a fleepy buried (eed or
principle 5 but it is almoft in continual a&: And
they that have a gteat degree of grace, and alfo
keepit in lively exexcife, do feldom doubt of ir.
Befides that they blot not their Evidence by fo
many infirmities and falls: They are more in the
light, and have more acquaintance with them-
fg’vcs, and more fenfe of the abundant love of
God, and of his exceeding mercics, than weak
Chriftians have ; and thercfore muft needs have
more affurance. They have boldne(s of accefs to
the throne of grace, without unreverent con-
tempt : Eph. 3. 12.8& 2. 18. They have more of
the (pirit of Adoption, and therefore more child-
like confidence in God, and can call him Father
with greater freedom and comfort than any others
@n. Rom. 8. 19,16. Gal. 4.6, Eph.1.6. 1 Joh,
519, 20. [ And we know thas we are of God, and
that the whole world lyeth in wickednefl: &c.
2. But the wesk Chriftian hath fo (mall a de-
gree of grace, and fo much corruption, and his
grace is {o little in a®, and his fin fo much,
that he feldom if ever attaineth to any well-
grounded affurance , till he attain to a greater
meafure of grace. He differeth (o little from the
feeming Chrigtian , that neither himfelf nor others
do certainly difcern the difference. When he
fearcheth after the truth of his faith, and love,
and keavenly mindednefi, he findeth fo much unbe-
lief and averfnefs from God, and earthly minded-
nefs, that he cannot be certain which of them is
predominant ; and whether the interelt of this
world or that to come, do bear the fway. So

that he is often in p:rplexities and fears, and morc °

s
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time to have affurante , it is ufually but an ji.
grounded perfwafion of the truth though it be
true which he apprehendeth |
himflf to be the child of God,
found realons that he judgeth
{ound reafons weakly-and unce
{o that there is common!
fumption, fancie, of miftake, in his greateft com-
forts. HMe is not yet in a-condition fit for full
affurance, till his love and obedience be more
full, ' : '
3. But the [eeming Chritian cannot poflibly in-
that eftate, have cither certainty, or good pro-
bability that he is a child of God, becaufe it is
not truc : His ceming certainty is meerly felf.
deceit, and his greatelt confidence is but prefum.
ption, becaufe the fpirit of Chriftis not within
him, and therefore he is certainly none of his,
Rom: 8. 9.
XX V. 1. The Affxranceof a confirmed Chrifi.
an doth increafé bis alacrity and diligence in dury,
and is alwayes feen in his more obedient » holy,
fruitful Iife : The ferife of the love and mercy of
God, isas the rain upon the tender grafs. Hecis
never fo fruitful, (o thankful, (o heavenly, as when
he hath the greatet certainty that he  thall be
faved : The Love of God is then fhed abroad up-
on his heart by the Holy Ghcft, which maketh
him abound in love to God, Rom. 5. 1,2, 3, 4
He is the more ftedfaft, unmoveable and alwaies,
abounding in the work of the Lord , when he is
moft certain that his labour fhall not. be in vain
in the Loxd, 1 Cor, 15. 58. R
2. Butthe weak Chriftian is unfit yet to maitage
affurance well:and therefore it is that it is nor given
' him:

yet it is upon un-
fo, or elfe upon
rtainly difcerned 1
y uauch of fecurity, pre.

when he taketh

N jsdgement conclude not
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Jhim: Graces muft grow proportionably together. If

he be but confidently perfwaded that he is juftified
ind (hall be faved, heis very apt to gather fome
wonfequence from it, that tendeth tofecurity and
to the xemitting of his watchfulnefs and carc: He .
isrcady to bethe bolder with fin, and ftretch his
wnfcience, and omit fome duties, and take
more flcfhly libcrty and eafe, and think, Now.I

i a child of God, I am out of danger, I am
far¢ I cannot totally fall' away : And though his
[ therefore I may venture
further upon worldly fle(bly pleafires, and need nos be
fo fri6t and diligent as 1 was | yet his heart and
prallice thus conclude. And heis moft obedient
when he is moft in fear of hell, and he is worlk
in his heart and life, when he is moft confident
that all his danger is paft. Heb. 4.1, 2.6 3. 14,
19. 16.

33. But the feeming Chriftian , though he have
no affurance , 1s hardned in his carnal fiate by his
prefumption. Had he but affurance to be faved
without a holy life,he would caft offthat very image
of godline(s which he yet retaineth. The con-
«it of his own fincerity and falvation, is that
which deludeth and undoeth him.  What fin
would not gain  or pleafure draw him to com-
mit, if he were but fure to be forgiven? It is
fear of hell that caufeth that feeming religion
which he hath: And therefore if that fear be gone,
il is gone ; and all his piety and diligence and
righteoufnefs is come to nought : Gal.6.3. Fob.
§.39, 42, 44.

)3(9X4V 1441' For all his affurance, a confirmed
Chriftian is fo well acquainted with his mani-
bld imperfedtions , and daily failings, and great

’ F 3 unwor-
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unworthinefs, that he is very bw and vile in hig
owne ejes; and therefore can eafily endure to be
ew and vilein the eyes of others; He hath a con-
fant n of his remaining fin .
Elpecially he doth even abhor himfelf, when h% find.
¢th the averfene(s of his heart to God,and haw lit.
tle hc_: knowct}} of him, and how little he loveth
him,in comparifon of what he ought,and how little
» and how ftrang

are to the life ¢
come. Thele are as fetters upon his foul: He

ftant fenfe of the burde

of Heaven is upon his heart
and backward his thoughts

daily groancth under them as a captive , that he
fhould be yet fo carnal, and unable to thake of the
remnant of bis infimitics, as if he were fold un.
der fin, that is, in bondage to it, Rom. 7. 14,
- He hateth himfelf more for the imperfecions of

his love and obedience to God , than hypocrites |

do for their reigning fin. And Ohow he long.
eth for the day of his deliverance! Rom. 7. 24,
He thinketh it no great injury for another o
+Judge ofhim as he judgeth of himfelf, even to

be lefs than the lealt of all Gods mercies : He is
morc troubled for bring over praifed and overve-
lued , than for being difpraifed and vilified ; as
thinking thofe that praife him are more mifte-
ken, and lay. the more dangerous (nare for his
foul.  For he hatha fpecial antipathy to pride:
and wondreth that apy rational man can be fo
blind as not to fee eriough to humble him: For
his own part ("in the midft of all Gods graces)
he feeth in himfelf fo much darknefs, imperfe-
¢tion , carruption, and want of further grace,
that he is loathfom and. burdenfom continually to

mfelf: If you fee him fad or froubled , and]

“ask him the <aufe , itis t.n to ope but it is bim

jr]

A ~
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fif that he complaineth of : The frowardeft wifes

the moft undutiful child, the mott difobedient
fervant, the moft injurious neighbour, the moft
malicioys enemy , is not half fo great a trouble
to him~as he is to himf{elf. He prayeth abun-
dantly more againft his own corruption, than
againit any of thefe. O could he but know and

Jove God more, and be more in heaven, and wil-

linger to die, and freer from his own diftempers,
how calily could he bear all croffes; or injurics
from others ? He cameto Chrifts {chool as a lit-
tle child, Mur. 18. 3. And (il he is little in his
own cfleem : And therefore difeftcem and con-

‘tempt from others, is no great matter with him.

He thinks it can be no greac wrong, that is done
againft (0 poor a worm, and fo unworthy a fin-
ner as himfelf ( except as God or the fonls of men
may be interefted in the caufe. ) He heartily ap-
proveth of the juftice of God, in abhorring the
proud 3 and hath learned that Rom. 12.10. ['in
bonowr preferring one another ] and Gal. 5. 26. Les
s not be defirons of vain glory, provoking ome ano-
ther , enyying ome another.

2. But the remnant of Pride is ufually the moft
notable fin, of the wesk Chriftian = Though it
reigneth not,it fouly blemifheth him. He would fain
be taken for fome body in the Church: Heis rea- -
dy to fiep up intoa higher room, and to thipk
himfelf wifer and better than he 1s.  If he ¢ar

- but fpeak confidently of the principles of Religion,

and {ome few contyoverfics which he hath made
himfelf fick with, he is ready to think himfelf
fit to be a preacher. He looketh through a mag-
nilying glafs upon all his own performances and
gifts ¢ He loveth to be valued and praifed :

| F 4 He
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He can hardly bear ¢o be flighted and difpraj
butis ready to think hardl);s of thofe thgtad%(zt’
if not to hate them in fome degrec. He loyeth
not to be found fault with , though it be necef.
fary o his amendment.  And though all thjs
vice of pride be not (o predominant in him 3
to conquer his humiility , yet doth it much ’ob-
fcure and interrupt it: And though he hate this
his pride and frive againtt it', and lamenteth it
before God , yet fill it is the fogeft ulcer in his
foul : And fhould it prevail and overcome him
he would be abhorred of God, and it wouki
be his rame. 2 Chro. 16.10,12, Luk.22.24,25, 26,
3- But in the Hypocrite Pride is the reigning hn:
The praife of menis the aire which he liveth m: He
was never well acquainted with himf&If; and ne.
ver felt aright the burden of his fins and wants ; and
therefore cannot bear contempt from others:Indeed
if his corrupt difpofition turn moft to the way
of covetcoufnefs, tyranny,or luft, he can the cafier
bear contempt from others, as long as he hath
his will at home ; and he can fpare their love, if

“he can bebut feared and domincer. But ftill his

Pride is predominant 5 and when it affe¢teth not

_ much the reputation of goodnefl, it affeGech the

name of being rich or grear. Sin ma !
1am . y make him
fordid,, but grace doth not make him humbllc.

Prideis the vital fpirit of the corrupted ftate of

man,

XXVIL 1. A confirmedChriftian is acquaint-
ed with the deceitfulnefs of mans heart. and
the particular corrupt inclinations that are in it}
and efpecially with his own 5 and he is acquaint-
¢d with the wiles and methods of the tempter,

‘-,;nd what are the materials which ke maketh his

baits
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hits of , and what is the mannerin which he
peadeth his nets: He fecth alwaies fome fnares
kfore him: And what company foever he isin,
or what bufine(s foever he 1s about, he walketh
is among fnares , which are vifible to his fight:
And it is part of his bufinc(s continually to avoid
tem. He liveth in a continual watch, and
warfare.  Hc can refit much fironger and fubtill
tmptations, than the weak can do. He isall-
wayes armed , and knoweth what are the fpecial
rmedies , againft each particuldr fhare and fin.
Eph. 6. 2 Cor.2. x1. Prov. 1.17. And he carrieth
always his antidotes about him, asone that liveth
in an infe€tious world , andin the midfi of a fro-
ward and perverfe generation, frem which he is
charged to fave himfelf. Phil. 2. 15. A8&. 2. 40.

2. And the weak Chriftian is a fouldier in the
amy of Chrift,and is engaged in firiving againt fin,
Heb. 12. 4. And rcally taketh the flefh and
world , as well as the Devil, to be his enemies,
md doth not only ffrive , but comguer in the
main ¢ But yet alas, how poorly is he armed ?
How unskilfully doth he manage his Chriftan
armour ? How often is he foild and wounded 2
How many a temptation is he much unacquainted
with? And how many a fnare doth he before
him which he never did obferve ? And oft he is
overcome in particular temptations, when he
never perceiveth it, but thinks that he hath con-
quered. '

3. But the Hypocrite is faft enfnared when he
gloryeth moft of his integrity , and is deceived
by his own heart, and thinketh he is fomething,
when he is nothing, Gal 6.3. Luk, 18.20, 21,
22, 23. When he is thanking God that heisneeas

A
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other men, heis rejoycing in his dreams
crificing for the viGory wt%ich he never (;b::i?u‘?i‘
Lwk. 18. 1L He is led by Satan captive at his will.
when he is boatting of his uprightne(s; and hath
a.bcam of coveteoufnefs, or pride, or crueltyi
his own eye , while he js reviling , or ccn(’urinu
another for the mote of fome difference about ,
ceremony , or tolerable opinion, And ufg))
fuch grow worfe and worfe, deceiving and bcy-'
ing deccived. Mar.7.3,4,5. 2 Tim. 3.13.
XXVILL 1. A Chriftian indeed, is one that
hath deliberately counted,” what it may coft himt,
follow Chrit and o fave his foul ; and kaowin
Ehat [fuffering with Chrift is the way to our reigrf
ing with him, he hath fully confinted to the
terms of Chnl?: He hath read Luk, 14.26, 27,33,

and findeth chat bearing the Croff and for(aki
; ug all,
1s neceflary co thofe that will be Chliﬁsf(;{;ﬁ%p‘;cs:

And accordingly in refolution he hath forfa
- Fi
and looketh not for a finooth: and ea{;clv}g:yaro

hca‘v.cn: He confidercth that all that will live god~
ly in Chrilt Jofus muft fuffer perfecution, and that
through many tribulations we muft enter into beaven:
‘And therefore he taketh it not for a {trange or
uncxpedted thing , if the fiery srial come upon
him. Hedoth not wonder at the unrighteoufnefs
f’f 'thc world, asif he expeced reafin, or honefly,
juftice, or truth, or mercy n the cnemies of Chrift
and thf: inftruments of Satan: He will not bring,
h!s attion againft the Devil, for unjufk aﬂ\i&ing
him. Hc will rather tarn the other cheek to him
that {miteth him , than he will hinder the good
of any foul by fecking right ; much lefs will he||
excrcilc unjuft revenge.  Though where govern-
ment 15 exerciled for truth and rightcoufnefs, he

will

M—
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wilinot refufc to make ufe of the juftice of it to
punifh iniquity, and dilcourage evil doers, yet
this is for God and the common good, and for the
fuppreflion of fin, much more than for himfelf.
Suffering doth not furprife him as a thing unlook-
gl ¢d for : Hehath beenlong preparing for it, and
it findeth him garrifon’d in the love of Chrift:
Yea (though his fleth will be as the fleth of others,
fenfible of the fmart, and his mind is not fenfeleft

of the fufferings of his body, yet) it is fome plea-
fure and fatisfa@ion to his foul, to find himfelfin
the common way to heaven , and to fce the pre-
di&ions of Chriftfulfilled , and to feel himfelf fo

far conform to Jefus Chrift his head , and to trace

the footfteps of a humbled Redeemer in the way
before him: As Chrift hath fuffered for us in she
fles, fo doth the Chriftian arm bimfelf with the fame
mind. 1 Pét. 4. 1. Herejoycesh that be is made par-
taker of the fufferings of Chrift, that when bis glory
fhall be revealed , he may alfo be partaker of the
exceeding joy. 1 Pet. 4.12,13. yeahe taketh the re-
proach of Chrift tor a treafore, yea a greater trea-
fure than Riches, or mens favours can afford,
Heb. 11. 25,26. For he knoweth if he be reproach-
ed for the name or fake of Chrift he 1s happy : For
thereby he glorifith that God whom the encmy
doth blafpbeme , and fo the firit of God, and of
glory refteth on him, 1 Pct. 4.14. He liveth and
{uffereth as one that from his heart believeth, that
they are bleffed that ave perfecuted for righteamfnef} fake,
for great is their veward in heaven.  And they are
bleffed when men fhall revile them and perfecuteshem,

“and fay all manner of evil againft shem falfly for

Chrifts fake ¢ In thisthey Rejoyce and are ¢Xceeding
glad , a5 knowing that herein they are followers of
them
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i judgement begin at the boufe of God, and the
ghteous be faved through fo much fuffering and
L%out, what then (hall be their end that obey
the Gofpel 2 and where fhall the ungodly and fin-
erappear. I Pet. 4.17,18. Eccl.8. 12. Prov.11.31.
p13. 6. Pfal. 56.8, Dent.32.35. Fam. s, o,
;2 And the weak Chriftian is one that will for-
#¢ all for the fake of Chrift , and fuffer with
lih that he may be glorified with him, and will
uke his treafure’ in heaven for all : Luk. 14. 26,
13 Luk. 18. 22. Bue he doth it not with that eafi-
#fy end alacrity, and joy as the confirmed Chri-
fan doth. He hearkens more to the fleth which
bith, favour thy felf : fufferingis much more grie-
wus to him : And fometimes he is wavering be- -
re he can bring himfelf fully to refolve, and let
p-alle  Mas, 16. 22.
3. But the feeming Chriftian looketh not for much
bffering : He reads of it in the Gofpel, buthe
fiw- o probability of it, and never belicved that
he fhould be called to it in any notable degree &
He thought it probable that he might well efcape
it:-And therefore though he agreed verbally to
ttke Chrilt for bester and worfe, and to follow him
trough fufferings, he thought he would never put
him to it. And indeed his heart is fecretly re-
blved , that he will never be wndome in the worid
for Chrift : Scroe reparable lofs he may undergo,
but he will not let go life and all. He will Gill
be religious and hepe for heaven : But he will
make himfcf believe ( and others if he can ) that
the Truth lieth on the fafer fide , and not on the
fuffering fide 5 and thacitis but for their own con-
teits and {crupulofity that other men fuffer who go
beyond him ; and that many good men are of his

opinion,
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shem who - through faith and patience inberit the .
mife, Mat, 5. 10, 11,12, Heb. 6. y2. If he be
offered wpon the facrifice and fervice of she faith of
Gods cle@, he can rejoyce in it as having greaty
er good than evil, Phil. 2.17. He can fuffer the
Iofs of all things, and account them dung chae he
may win Chrijt, and be found in bim, and kaom
bim , and the power of bis refurreltion | and she fil.
dowfhip of his fufferings , being made conformabls )
bis deash. Phil. 3. 8,9, 10. Not out offurh‘m]l
and pride doth he rejoyce in (utterings 5 ( as fome
do, that they may carry the reputation of holy
and undaunted men; and feem to be far better
and conflanter than others. ) When pride maketh
men fuffer, they are partly the Devils martyrs,
though the caufe be never o good : Though it
15 much more ordinary for pride to make men fuf-
fer rejoycingly inan il caufé chan in a good 5 the De-
vil having more power on his own ground than
on Chrifts. Butitis ctheLove of Chrift, and the
belief of the reward, and the humble neglect of
the mortificd flefh , and the contempt of the con-
quered world, that maketh the Chriftian fuffer with
10 muchjoy. - For hefeeth that the Judge is at the
door:And what torments the wicked are preparing
for themfelves : And that as certainly as there isa
God that governeth the world, and that in
Rightcoufiefs, (o certainly are his eyes upon the
Righteous, and his face 1s fet againft them that
do evil: 1 Pet.3. 12: and though finners dp evil
an_bundred times and fcape unpunifhed till their
dayes be prolonged, yet vengeance will overtake
them in due time, and it fhall be well with them
that fear the Lord; and that he keepeth all the
tears of his fervants till the reckoning day: And

T -
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opinion, and therefore he may be good alfo in thy
fame opintn (" though he would never have been
of that opinion, if it had not been neceflary o
his efcaping of fufferings ) what flourith focvey
he maketh for a time, when perfecution arifesh by
is offended and withereth. Mat. 13.21, 6. Unlef
he bz {o decply engaged among the fuffering
party, that he cannot come off without perpety.
al reproach, and then perhaps Pride will make
him fuffcr more, than the belief of heaven or the

love of Chrit could do: And all this is becaufe-

his very belief is unrooted and unfound, and he hath
fecretly at the heart a fear that if he fhould fuffer
death for Chrift, hehould be a lofer by him, and
he would not reward him according to his pro.
mife, with everlating Ife.  Heb. 3. 12,

XX IX. 1. 4Chriftian indeed is one that [yl
loweth not- Chrift for company , nor holdeth his
belief in truft upon the credit of anyin the world,
and thercfore he would ftick 10 Chrift, if all that be

Rrowesh or converfeth with fowld forfake bim, If

the Rulersof the Earth fhould change their reli-
gion, and turn againit Chrift, he would not for-
fake him: If the multitude of the people tum
againft him ; nay if the profeflors of Godlinels
fhould fall off, yet would he ftand his ground and
be till the fame : Ifthe learnedclt men, and the
Pattors of the Church fhould turn from Chrift,
he would not forfake him : Yea if his neareft re-
lations and friends, or even that Minifter that was
the means of his converfion, fhould change their
minds and forfake the truth, and turn from Chrift
or a holy life, he would yet be conftant and be fill
the fame : And what Peter relolved on, he would

tsnly pradile, Mat. 26, 33, 35, Though all men
o Joould
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fwld be offended becaufe of thee , yes would mos I -
Woffended : Thowgh I fhenld die with shee, yet will
Inot demy thee.  And if he thoughe himfelfas Elie
s did, left alone, yet would he not bow the
jnce to Baal Rom. 11.3. If he hear that this
minent Minifter falleth offonc day, and the other
mother day, till all be gone, yet @till the founda-
ion of God ftandeth fure; he falleth not becaufe
beis built upon the rock , Mat. 7. 22,23, His
bart faith 5 Alas, whither thalll go, if Igo from
Chritt ? Ts there any other that hath the word and
pisit of eternal life? Can I be a gainer if I lofe
ay foul 2 Fob, 6. 67, 68. Mat.16.26. He ufeth
s Teachers to bring him that light and evidence
o truth , which dwelleth in him when they are
pne: And therefore though they fall away, he
flleth not with them.

2. And the weakeft Chriftian believeth with a
Divine faith of his own, and dependeth more on
God than man : But yet if he fhould be put to
b great a tryal , as to fee all the Paftors and
Chniftians that he knoweth change their minds, I
know not what he would do : For though God
will uphold all his own whom he will fave , yet
he doth it by wmteans and omssward helps , toge-
ther with his internal grace; and keepeth them
hom temptations, when he will deliver them
hom the evil : And terefore it is a doubt whether
there be not degrees of grace fo weak, as would fail
incafe the (irongeft temptations were pcrmitted
© affault them. A firong man can ftand and go
of himfelf; but an infant muft be cartied ; and
the lame and fick muft have others to {upport
them. The weak Chriftian falleth if his Teacher
ormoft ¢fteemed c.mpany fall: If they run jato

an
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will with them thas fear the Lord : For he goeth.
ito the San€uary, and forefecth the end. Eecl,
bh.11,12, 13. Plal73.17. Pfal. x15. 11, %3. and
I 19, : . :
;"2. But the weak Chriftian is very hard put to
ity when he meeteth wich difficule paffages of Scri-
pure, and when he feeth it go with the righteons
weording to the work, of she wicked, and with the
wicked according 0 the work of the righteons, Eccl.
§.14. Though he is not over-turned by fuch diffi-
alties, yet his foot is ready to flip, and he di-
gelteth them with much perplexity and trouble.

3. But the feeming aunfettled Chriftian is often
overcome by them, and turneth away from Chritt,
od faith, Thefe are hard fayings, or hard Provi-
dences, who can bear them, Fob. 6. 60.66. And
thus_unbclief thence gathereth matter for its in-
ieale. ‘

XXXL 1, A Chriftian indeed is one that can
wercife all Gods graces in conjundlion, and in their
proper places and proporsion, without festing one againft
watber, or negleéting one while he is exercifing
mother. He can be humbled without hindering
his thankefulneff and joys and he can be thankefull
and joyfull withqut hindering his due bumility. His.
lmledge doth not defiroy but quicken bis zeal ;
His wifdom hindercth’ not, but.furthereth his inmo-
tney. His faith is a help to his repentance, and his
Mpentance to his faith. His love to himfelf doth not
hinder but help his love to others : and his Love to
God is the end of both. He can mourn for the
fins of the times, and the calamities of the Church,
yeafor his own fins and imperfe@ions, and yet
Kjoyce for the mexcies which he hath in poflcfion
oran hope, He findeth that piety and charity are

. G neceflarily
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“an error , {cé, or(chifine, he keepsthem com
pany. He groweth cold, if he have not warmip;
company : He forgeteth himfelf, and leteeth loof
his fenfe and pafion , if he have not fome g
watch over him, and warn him : No rman fhoyy
tefufe the help. of others, that can have it} and
theé beft have need of all Gods mcans : But ¢he
weak. Chriftian needeth them much more than the
firong, and is miuch lefs able to fand withoy

them.  Laxk 22.32. Gal 2,11, 12, 13,14 -
3. But the feeming Chriftian is bule upon -the
fand , and therefore cannot ftand aftorm ; Ho is
a Chriftian mote for company’, or the credit of
man, or the intereft that others have in him, or
the enconragement of the times, than from a firi
B:lief and love. of Chrift : and therefore falleth
when his propsaregone : Mat.7.24.
X XX. 1. 4 ftrong Chriftian can digeft she hard.
et Truths , and the bardeft works of  Providens,
He feeth more of the reafon and evidence of truths
than others : And he hath ufually a more com:
prehenfive knowledge , and can reconcile thofe
truths which thort tighted perfons fufpec to be
inconfiltent and contradi®ory : And when he can:
not reconcile them , he knoweth they are recon.
cileable : For he hath laid his foundation well,
and then he reduccth otheg truths to that, and
buildeth them on it. And fg he doth by the hard.
eft Providences : “Whoever is high or low, whoever
profperethor isaffli@ed , however humane affuis
are carried, and all chings feem to go againtt the
Church and caufe of Chriftshe knoweth yet that God
is good to Ifrael, Plal.73.1,2. and-that he is the rijh-
teols Fudge of all the earth, and that the righteans
fhali have diminion’'in the morning , and it fal gio‘
: . we

IR ——
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neceffarily conjun@ ; and every grace and duty js
a helptoall the reft. Yeahe can exercife his Gy
ces methodically , which is the comelinefs and
beauty of his heart and life. 1 Thef s, 12, 13,
16,17, 18,19,20, 21, 1 Per. 2. 17. .

2. But the weak Chriftian, though he have every
Grace, and his Obedience is univerfal, yet can he
hardly fet himfelf ¢o any duty, but it hindereth
him from fore other duty, through the narroy-
nefs and weaknefs of his mind. When he is hum,
bling himlf in confeffion of fin, he can fcarce be
lively in thankfulnefs for mexcy: When he .
Joyceth it hindereth his humiliation. He can hard.
ly do one duty:without omitting or hindering
another. He is either all for joy, or all for for-
row 5 all tor Kve or all for feary and cannot well
do many things at once, but is apt to feparate
the Truths and Dmsies which God hath infeparably
conjoyned. :

3. And for the feeming Chriftian, he exercifeth
Mo grace 1n fincerity, nor is he univerfal in his Obe
dience to God ; Though he may have the image
of cvery Grace and Duty.

XXXIL 1. A Chriftian indeed is more in
getting and #fing his Graces, than in enquiring
whether he have them. He is very defixous to be
affured that he is finceres but he is more defirous
to le fo : And he knoweth that even affurance is
got more by the excrcifé and increafe of Grace than
by bare enquiry whether we have it already;
Not that he is a negleCter of felf-examination:

| But he oftener asketh, Whatali T dy 1o be faved?

| than, How fhall T kuow that 1 fball be faved ?

‘ 2+ Butthe weak: Chriftian hath more of felf] and

| ‘I.Fs of God in his folicitoufnefs : And though'he

medling . with Gods
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he willing to obey che whole Law of Chrift, yet he
ismuch more folicitous to know that he is out of
danger, and fhall be faved, than to be fuly Pleafing
anta God. And therefore proportionably, he is
more in enquiring by what marks he may know
thathe fhall be faved, than by what means he may
attain more holynefs,;and what diligence is neceflary
to his falvation. .

3. But the feeming Chriftian is moft carefull how
to profper in the World, or pleale his fleth? and
next, how he may be fure to efcape damnation
when he hath donc ;and leaft of all how he may be
conform to Chrift in holynefs.

- XXXTIL 1. A Chriftian indeed doth ftudy
Duty more than Events : and is more carefull what
he thall be sowards God, than what he fhall bave
from God in this life. He looketh to his own pars,
more than unto Godr; as knowing that it is be
that is like to fail; but God will never fail of his
part. He is much more fufpicious of himfelf than
of God. And when any thing gocth amifs, he
blameth himfelf, and not Gods Providence : he
knoweth that the hairs of his head are numbred,
and that his Father knoweth what he needeth;
and that God is infinitely wifer and fitter to di-
fpofe of him than he is to choofe for himfelf : and
that God loveth him bettex than he can love him-
Elf: And thercfore he thankfully accepteth that
tafic, indulgent command; Caft all your care on
bim, for be careth for you: Take no thought what

Jou fhall eat or drink , or wherewith you (hall be cloath-

d. Heb, 12.%5.813. 5. Job 1.21, 22. Mat..10.
30. & 6. 25, 31, 32. 1 Pet. 5. 7. ..

tva, But alas, how guilty is the weak Chriftian of
part of the work, How lin-
' G 2 fully
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carefull what will become of him,and of his Faniify
and Affairs,and of the-Church,as if he were afraid ka
God would prove forgetfullunfaithfull, or infuffici.
ent for his work : {o imperfe@ is his Truft in God)

3. And the fieming Chriftian really trufteth hip
not at all, for any thing that he can truft himf
or the Creature for; He will have two ftrings tg
his bow if he can; buc it is in man that he pla.
ceth his greateft truft for any thing that man cap
do. Indecd to fave his Soul he knoweth none but
God is to be trufted, and therefore his life is )
preferred before his Soul, and confequently man
whom he trufteth molt with his life and profperi-
ty, is really trufted before God, however God may
have the Name. Fer. 17.5,7. Pfal. 34.8. & 20.7,
& 34.22. &37.3. L

XXXIV. 1. A Chriftian indeed is much more
ftudious of his ewn duty sowards oshers, than of
theirs to him: H:is much more fearfull of dving
wrong, than of receiving wrong. He is more trous
bled it he fay ill of others, than if others fpeak ill
of him. He had farre rather be flandered himfelf;
than flander others; or be cenfured himlf than
cenfure others ; or be unjuftly hurt himfelf, than
unjultly hurt another 5 or to be put out of his own
poffeflions or right, than to put another out of
his. He is oftncr and (harpcr injudging and repro-
ving himfelf than others : he falleth out with hirh-
felf more frequently than with others : and is
more troubled with himf{lf than with all the
world beflides s he taketh himfeif for his greaft
enemy, and knoweth that his danger is moft .at
home; and that if he can efcape hut from bimfelf,
noon¢ in Earth or Hell can undo himn. He is more

| carefull of his duty to his' Prince, his Parents, his
' Paftor,
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Paftor, or his Mafter, than of theirs to him ; he is
‘much more unwilling to be difobedicnt to them in
any lawfull thing, or to difhonour them, than to
be opprefled or unjuftly afli@ed or abufed by
them. And all this is, becaufe he knoweth that
finis worle than prefent fuffering s and that heis
not to anfwer for other mens fins but for his own :
gor {hall he be ¢ondernned for the fins of any but
himfclf : And that many millions are condemned
for wronging others, but no one for being wrong-
¢d by others, 1 Per, 4 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. Matth.
5.10,11,12. I Pet. 2. 13, 15,16, 17. ‘ '

2. And the weak Chriftian is of the fame mind
in the main 3 but with (o much imperfe@ion, that
he is much more frequent in cenfuring others, and
complaining of their wrongs, and finding fault
with them, and aggravating all that is {aid or done
sgain(t himf{elf, when he is hardly made fo fenfible
of as great mifcarriages in himfelf; as having
much more uncharitablenefs, partiality, and felfifh-
nels, than a confirmed Chriftian hath. There are
few things which weaknefs of Grace doth more
ordinarily appear in, than this partiality and felfith-
nels, in judging of the faults or duties of others,
and of his own. How apt are (mot only Hypo-
¢rites, but) weak Chriftians, to aggravate all chat
is done againft them ? and to extenuate or jufti-
fic all that they do againft another ? O what a-
noyle they make of it, if they think that any one
hath wronged them ? defamed them ? difparaged
them ? or incroached on their right 2 If God
him{elf be blafphemed or abufed, they can more
patiently bear 1t, and make not {o great a mattcr
ofit. Who heareth of fuch angry comiplaints on
Gods behalf, as on mensown? Of fuch paflinate
’ ' G 3 yoe v
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invetives, fuch fharp profecutions, againft thofe
that wrong both God, and mens Souls, as again®t
thofc that wrong a felfith perfon; ( And ufually
cvery man feemeth to wrong him, who kce‘gcth‘
from him any thing which he would have, or faith

any thing of him which is difpleafing to him. )
Go to the Affizes and Courts .of Juftice; look in.
to'the Prilons, and enquirc whether'it be Zeal for
God, or for mens felves, which is the Plaintiff and
Profccutor ? and whether it be for wronging God
or'them, that all the fkirre is made ? Menare rea-
dy to fay, God is fufficient to right himfelf: As
if he were not the Original and the End of Laws
and Government, and Magiftrates were not his
Officers, to promote obcediencé to Him in the
World.

At this time how univerfal is mens complaint
agatilt’ their Governors! how common are the
cryes of the poor and -fufferers, of the greatnefs
of their burdens, miferies and wants. But how
fcw lament the fins againft Government, which
this ¥,ind hath been' fadly guilty of > The Paftors
cofipliinof the Peoples contempt : The Pcople
complain of the Paftors infutliciency and lives :
The" Malter complaineth how hard it is to get
good Servants, that will mind their bafine(s and
profit , as if it were their own: Scrvants com-
Plain of their Mafters for over-labouring them, or
ufing them too hardly. Landlords fay that theis
Tenants cheat tham: And Tenants fay, that their
Landlords oppre(s arid grind them. But if you
were Chnftans indecd, the commoneft and fad-

deft complaints would be againft your felves : YTam:

roi fo good a Ruler, fo peaceable a Subjcét, fo
eood 2 Laadlond, fo good a Tenant, fo good a

Malter, .

T
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Mafter, fo good a- Sexvanty as I ought to be.
Your Rulers fin, your Subje@s fin, your Lapds
krds. fin, .your -Tenants fin, your Maflers fin,
yur. Sexvants: fin, fhall not be charged upon. you
it Judgement, .nor condemn you, but your swn
fm. How much more therefore thould you fest,
nd feel , and. complain of your .own, than of
theirs. - g

3. As for the feeming Chriftian, I have told you
dready that felfifmeffis his naturc and predominant
wpftitution : - And according to felf-intergt he judg-
th of almoftall- things : of the faults, and duties of
others and himfclf ;. And therefore no man feem-
th honeft or innocent to him, who difpleafeth
him, and is againft his worldly intereft: Crofs
him-abour Mine and Thine, and he will beknave
the honefie®t man alive, and call his ancient friend
his enemy. But of his dealings with them, he
is not o fcrupulous, nor o cenforious of him-
XXXV. 1. A Chriftian indeed is much taken
upan the Government of his Thowghts 5 and hath
them: {0 much ordinarily in obedience, that God
ad his fervice, and the matters of his falvation
baye ithat precedency in them 5 . and his ey is fix-
tdon hisend and duty: And his thoughts refufe
notto {erve him-for any work of God to which
he. calleth them, . He fuffereth them not to be the
irlets or agents for Pride, or Luft, or Envy, or
Voluptuoufnefs, or to contrive iniquity : Bue if
ay fuch iparks from -Hell are calt into lus
thoughts, he prefently laboureth to extinguifh
them': . Xf they intrade, he letteth them not lodge
or dwell there. And though he cannot keep out
il diforder or vanity, orinordinate delights ; ye:

G 4
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s it his endeavour, an : i in
ey i o ?pd hc lsa(vsth‘ n:ot his hea‘rg: :n

. 2. The weak Chriftian alfo maketh ieng
‘of his thoughts, and alloweth them no:(:l;{if:;:
An-lets or fervants of any reigning fin: Byt gy
how imperfe@tly doth he govern them ?
deal of vanity ‘and confufion is in them? hoy
carelefly doth he watch them ? how i

- he rebuke them, excite them and command them?
~how oft are ¢hey defiled with. impurity and gp.
- charitablenefs? ‘And how little doth he repent of
this, or endeavour to reform it 2" Angd: litcle for-
viceable are his.thoughts, to any :high and hea
,fzgp]y‘ work, in comparifon of the contirmed-Chy;.

1an. ' : L
: *'3. Aud the' feeming Chriftian is very little-em.
“ployed about his Thoughts, ‘but leaveth them g
be the fervants.of his pride and. worldlynefs.or
Ifs?fuzhty, ‘or fome rcigning fip. Pfal, o, 4
attn. 15.19. 1 Cor. 3. 20, Ifa. 5.7, Fer. 4.1

aid 6 3 ‘.}/"557”]#. 414
:v::_x XXV 1.4 Chriftian indecd is muchem-
'ployed in the ‘Government of “his paffions : «and
+hath. {0 far maftered them, as.that they prevail
‘nat fo pervert:his Judgement, nor to difcomipole
vhis heart fo farre: a6 10 interrupt much  his com-
«muniort with*God, nor to enfnare his heart %0
~any Creature, nor to breed any: fixed urichari-
tablencfs or malice in him, norto cauf@ his tongue
tofpeak things injurious to God or' Man, to curle
or {wear, or: rail, or lie : nor yet to caule him (o
hurt and injure any in his heart, But when paffion
would be inordinate, cither in delights ordefir,
Ox anger, or gricf, orfear'or hope, he flyethto
his helps to fupprefs and govern them, (Though
. ' fear

i N
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fur is more out of mans power tha: the: reft,
and cherefore ordinarily hath lefs of fin). He
fnoweth that Chrift hath blefled the o, Mah,
.5, and bid us learn of bhim to be m.cX und bwiy,
dstsh. 11, 28, 29. And that a meci; and quiet i~
tit is inthe fight of God of great vrice, i Pet. 3. 4.
It is therefore his care and courfc to ¢ive place to
wrath, when others are angry, Kom. 12, 18, 19,
and if it be poflible as much a5 in bim lyeth to live
peaceably with all men : Yea to follow pesce when
it flyeth from him, Heb. 12.14. And not when
b is reviled to revile again 5 nor to threaten or re-
wmge bimfelf on them that injure him: 1 Pet. 2.
21, 22, 23, 24. Reafon and Charity hold the reins,
and paffion is kept under: Yea, ‘itis #fed holily
for God; Epb. 4. 26. Slow to anger heis in- his
.own caufc, and watchfull over his anger evenin
‘Gods canfe. Prov. 15.18. and:16.32. Epb.4. 31,
Col. 3. 8. o T
© 2. But the weak Chriftian doth greatly (hew
‘his weaknefs, in his unruly .paflions, (if he have
atemper of body difpofed to paffion): They are
-oft rifing, and not eafily kept under: Yea and
!too often prevail for fuch unfeemly words, as ma-
:keth him become: a dithonour-to his, profeflion.
Oft he refotveth,; and promifeth and prayeth
for help; and yét. the next provocation . fheweth
‘how little Grace he hath to' hold the reins. And -
-his -paflionate'Defires, and Delights, and Love and
nSorrows, are oft as'unruly as-his anger, to the fur-
.ther weakning of his Soul. They are liké Ague fits
.that leave the health impaired. - Coen
', 3..And the feeming Chriftian. hath. much lefs
‘power over :thofe Paflions; which muft (ubferve
+his carnal minde. For Anger it dependeth much
(" upan




‘which tendeth to extinguith the love of the hearers
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upon the temperature of the body : and if chat ine
¢line him not firongly to i, his credit of-com.

his:chiefe® carnal mtereft 5 and then he .will
oMy be angry but crael, malicions, and revengefull,
But-his carnal Love, and Defire and Delighs whic];
are phccd' upon that pleafure, or profic, or ho
nour, w}nch is his Idol, are indeed the reiging
piflions in him : and his grief, and fear and an-
8cr are but the fervants unto thefe. 43 ,
26, 27. R (3‘
XXXVIL x. 4 Chriftian indeed is one that
kecpeth a conftant Government of bis Tongue.: He
knoweth how much duty or fin it will be the jp.
firument of: According to his ability and oppor-
tunity he ufeth it to che fervice and honour of
his Creator: kn fpeaking of hjs Excellencies, -his
Works and Word :*inquiring after the knowledge
of him and his will : inftruéting others, and plead-
-mgv'-for the Truth-and wayes of God, and re-
buking the impicty and iniquities of the world
as_his place and- calling doth allow  him ; He
bridleth his Tongue. from uttering. wanity, filthi-
nels ;- ribbaldry , foolifth ;and uncomely calk and

jefls 3 from rath 'and-unreverent talk of God, and-
takmg. of his, Name. in vain 3 -from. the venting

of undigetted and: wncertain do&rines, which may
prove erroncond;, iand perilloys;.to >mens fouls ;
from fpeaking imprudently, unhandfomly, orun.
icafonably about holy things, fo astq expofe them
to contempt and {corn: from- lying , cenfuring
others without a warrantable gtound and callifrom

backbiting,. flandering, falfe acculing, railing and

reviling , malicious, €nvyous, injurjous fpeech,

to
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pthofe he fpeaketh of : from proud and boafting

mon difcretion may fupprefs it Mnlefs ¥0u fouch fixeches of himfelf, much more from (wearing,

ifing, and blafphemous fpeech, and oppofition

X Wothe Truths and holy wayes of ' God, or oppro-
Mious fpeeches, or derifion of his fervants. And

inthe Government of his Tongue, he alwayes be-
inneth with his beart ; that he may underftand
ind Jove the good which he fpeaketh of, and may
lte the evil which his tongue forbeareth; and
wt hypocritically to force his tongue againft or
sithout his heart: His tongue doth not run be-
bre his heart, but is ruled byit. Eph. 4. 15.31,

d. and 5.3.4. 6. Pfal, 37.30. & 15.2, 3. Prov.

16. 13. and 10, 20. & 21.23. & 18. 21. & 15.
14 Pfal. 34.13. Prov. 25. 15, 23. & 28. 23.
Math. 12. 31, 32, 34.
2. But the mpeak Chriftian, though his tongue
k fincerely fubje to the Laws of God, yet fre-
quently mifcarryeth, and blemifheth his Soul by
the words of his lips 5 being much ofter than the
wnfirmed Chriftian overtaken with words of va-
tity, medling, folly, imprudence, uncharitablenefs,
wrath, boafting, venting uncertain or erroneous
opinions, @c. fo that the unrulinefs of his tongue
is the trouble of his heart, if not alfo of the Family,
ndall about him, " " o o
3. The féeming Chriftian ufeth his tongue in the
krvice of his carnal ¢hds, and’ theycfore alloweth
it fo much unjultice, uncharitablenéls, falthood,
ad other fins 5 as his carnal intereft ‘and defigns re*
quee: Buc the reft perhaps he may flipprefs, cfpé=
tally if natural fobriéty, good edtication and-pfu-
dence do affifthim.: And his tongue is alwayes bet-
ter than his heart. Pro.10.32,'& 19.°5.9. P 50.28.
&13.3 & 144.8.& 120.2,3. Prov.21.6.23. '
- : XXXVIHI.




92 The Charaiter of a -
'XXXVHL 1. The Religiow difiomrfe of a
firmed Chriftian is moft about the greateft and rfio"
neceffary matters: Heart-work and heaven-wor

Pint

arc the ufual employment of his Tongue andl

Thowghts : unprofitable Controverfics, and hurt
full wranglings he abhorreth: And profitabls
Controverfics he manageth fparingly , fcafonably
charitably, peaceably, and with . caution and fo.
briety, as knowing  that the: fervant of the Lo
maft not (trive, and that firife of words perverteth
the hearers, and hindereth edifying, 1 Tim. 6.4,
5,6. and 4. 7, 8. 2 Tim, 2. 14, 15, 16, 17, 24,25
His ordinary dilcourft is about the Glorious Fx-
cellencies, Attributes, Relations, and works of
God 5 and the Myfierie of Redemption, the Per-
fon, Office, Covenant and Grace of Chrilt ; the
rencwing, illuminating, fan&ifying works of the
Holy Ghoft; the Mercies of this lfe, and thatto
come : the Duty of Man to God as his Creator,
Redeemer, and Regenerater : the corruption and
deceitfulnels of the Heart; the methods of the
Tempter; the danger of particular Temptations;
and the mcans of our efcape, and of our growth
in Grace; and how to be profitable to others;
and clpzcially to the Church.. And if he be called
to open any Trath which others underftard not,
he doth it not proudly to fet up himfelf as the
Malter of a Se&, or to draw Difciples after him,
nor. make divifions about it in the Church but
foberly to the edification of the weak : And though
he be ready 10 defend the Truth againft perverle
gainfayers in_due feafon, yet doth he not turn his
ordinary edifying difcourfe into Difputes or talk
of Controverfics ; nor hath fuch a proud pugna-
cious Soul, as to affault every one that he thinks

erroncous, | .

RN : . -

g
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oneous, as a man that taketh himfelf for the
at champion of the truth.

2. But the weak Chriftian hath a more unfruit-
wandring tongue : And his religious difcourfe
s moft about his opinions or party, orfome exter-
thing : As which is the beft preacher, or perfon,
¢ book : or if he talk of any text of fcripture,
wdo@rine of Religion, it is much of the oufide

# 1t and his dilcourfe is lefs fecling, lively and

wperimental : yca many a time he hindereth the
nore edifying favoury . difcourfe of others, by

fich religious difcourfe as is imprudent , imper-

inent, or turncth them away from the heart and
lfe of the matter in hand. But efpecially his
ginions , and diftind manner of worfhip , are the
tief of his difcourfe,

3. And for the 'feeming Chriftian, though he can
fieGtedly force his tongueto talk of any fubje&
in religion, efpecially that which he thinks will
moft honour him in the cfteem of the hearers g
yetwhen he fpeaketh according to the inclination
of his heart, his difcourfe is firft about his flefhly
interet and concernments, and next to that of
the meer externals of religion, as controverfies ,
parties , and the (everall modes of worlhip.

- XX XIX. 1. 4 Chriftian indeed is one that fo
liveth upon the great fuftantial matters of Religion ,
& yet not wiliingly to commit she fmalleft fin | nor to
own the {malleft falfehood, nor to renounce or be-
tray the {malleft holy txuth or duty, for any price

that man can offer him. The works of Repen-

tance, Faith and Love are his daily bufinefs, which
take up his greatelt care and diligence.  Whatever
gpinions or controverfies are atoot, his work is
fill the fame ; whatever changes come, his Reli-
£ion
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gion changeth ‘not: He placeth not the Kingfjkmptation is great, who will confiderately commie
dom of God in meats, and drinks , and circumihe leaft ;s efpecially if he will appove and juftific
ftances , and ceremonies; either being for shyflltv Therefore the found Chriftian will rather
or againft them 5 but in righteoufueff and peace fake his riches, his liberty, his reputation, his
Joy inthe Holy Ghoft : and be shat in thefé things (o ffiknds , and his country , than his confcience ,
veth Chrifts a5 be is acceptable to Gud, fo is be pind rather lay down libertie, and life it (elf, than
proved by fucha Chriltian as this, however fi§;JJdoofe to fin againft his God ; as knowing that
ous perfons may revile him. Rom. 14.17,18, 1 Jwver man gained by his fin : Rom. 3.8, Eccl, 5.2.
2, 3, 4y 5,10, The ftrong Chritian can bear 1B Sam. 15.15, 21, 22,23. Mat. 5.19. The fin
anfirmities of the weak, and nottake the courfe thuffitat Sanl was rejeGed for fcemed but a lissle
molk pleafesh bimfelf,but thac which Pleaféth bir neigh. bing s mor the fin that Uzzab was flain for : and
bowr for bis good s0 edificasion. Rom.x5.1,2,3. Thefghe lexvice of God, even his facrifice and his ark
effentials of Religi()n, Faith, and Love and obe-Jwere the pretence for both. The fin of the Beth-
dience are as Bread and drink, ‘thefubfance of hislfemites, of Achan, of Gebezi, of Ananiasand Sa-
food : Thefe he meditateth on, and thefe he pra- fhira which had gricvous punifhments, would
@ifeth , and according to thefe he cfteemeth offfem but little things to us. And it is a greac
others. : iggravation of dur fin to be chofen, deliberate, jufti-
But yet no price can feem (ufficient to him tofffed and fathered upon God, and to pretend that
buy his innocency : Nor will he willfully fin, and fayg¥e doit for his fexvice, for the worfhiping of him,
1tis a little ome, nor do evil that good may come by it;or the doing good to others; as if God would
nor offér to God the facrifice of difobedient fools, and Jown and blefs finful means, or needed a lie to his
then fay, T knew not that I did evil : For heljkrvice or glory : When he hateth all the work-
knoweth that God will rather have obedience than ] trs of iniquity, Pfal 5.5. and requireth only the
Jacrifice , and that difobedience is a5 the fin of witch. § ferifices of righteoufneff, Pfal. 4.5. He abhorreth
craft : And be that breaketh one of the leaft commands Jhcrifice from polluted hands; they are to him as
and teacheth men [, (ball be cilled Leaft in the King-|the offering a dog ; and he will ask who hath re-
dom of God : And he that teacheth men to fin by § 4uired chis ac your hand : fee Pfal. 50. 8. 4. Ifa. 1.
the example of his own pra®ice, can little expect §910,11,12.8c.& §8.1,2,3,4.6%. Fer.6.19.20. The
to turn them from fin, by his better inftruions ficrifice of the wicked is abominasion to the Lord, Prov.
and exhortations. He that will deliberately finina§15.8. & 21.27. It s not pleafing to bim : all that eat
Jmall matter, doth fet butd fmall price on the fa- | hereof hall be polinted,Ho.g.4. Sce 1a.66.1,2,3,4,5,6.
vour of God and his alvation. ~ Willfull difobedi- § The preaching, the praying,the facraments of wilful
encc is odious to God, how fimall foever the mat- | fners elpecially when they choofé fin as neceffary to bis
ter be about whichit is committed. Who can § firvice, are a {cornfand mockery put upon the mofk
exped thac he thould fick at any fin, when his Hely one; Asif your fervant fhiould fee dung and
temptation carrion

R ——
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carzion before you, on your table for your fooq;
fuch offer Chrift vinegar and gall to drink. :
»2; Inallthis the weakeft Chriftian.that is fincer,
is of the' fame mind; faving that in his ordinary
courfe , he ufeth to place too much of his Religi-.
on.in controverfies, and partics, and modes, and
cercmonics, ( whether being for them or againg
them , ) and allow too great a proportion 1n his
thoughts, aud fpecch, and zeal, and pra&ice; and.
hindereth the growth of his grace, by living upon
les edifying things, and turnning too much from
the more fubftantial nutriment,

3. Andthe feeming Chriftians are hcre of diffe-
rent wayes.  One fort of them place almoft all their
Religion in Pharifaical obfervation of litsle, external,
caremonial matters ; as their wathings, and faftings,
and tythings, and formalitics, and the traditions
of the Elders: Orin their {everal opinions, and
wayes, and parties, which they call, Being of the
#rne Church : 1 As if their fel were all the Church:
But living to God in faith and love, and in a Hea-
venly converfation, and worfhipping him in firit
and sruth, they are utterly unacquainted with, The
other fort are truly void of thefe effential parts of
Chriftianity, in thclife and power, as well as the
former : But yet being fecretly refolved, to take
up no more of Chrittianity than will confift with
their worldly profperity and ends, when any fin
feemeth neceffary ¢o their preferment, or fafety in
the world, their way is to pretend their bigh
¢fteem of greater matters, for the {wallowing of fuch
afinas an inconfiderable thing : - And then they
axtol thofe larger fouls that live not upon circum-
ftantials , butupon the great and common truths
and dutics, and pitty thofc men of parrow P‘rilm

ciples
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wples and firits , who by unneceffary {crupulofi-
ty make fin of that which is no fin, and expofe
themfclves to needlefs trouble. And they would
make themfelves and others believe that it is their
¢xcellency and wifdom, to be above fuch trifling
feruples : And 3ll is becaufe, they never took God
ad Heaven for their All, and therefore are refoly-
ed never to lofe all for the hopes of Heaven ; and
thesefore to do that whatever it be » which their
worldly intereft (hall requirc, and not to be of
wy, religion that will undo them. .
., And three great pretences are effe@ual means in
this their deceit. .One is becaufe indeed, there are
afort of perfons, that tythe .mint and cummin,
while they pafs by the greateft matters of the
kaw » and that, are, caufelefly fcrupulous , and
make that to be_fin, which,indged,is no.fin : And
when fuch a feupyloyis _people. arc noted by theix
weakne(s, and under difhonour amaong wifer men,
the Hypocrite. hath a very plaufible pretence
for his hypocrific, in feeming.only to avoid. this
ignorant fcrupulofity, and taking all for fuch. who
judge not his fin to be a thing indifferent, -
Another great fhelter to the credit and confti-
mee of this Hypocrite is, the Charity of the beft
fincereft Chrifhians ; who alwayes - judge rigedly
ofthemfelves, and gently of others : They would
nther die than willfully choofe to commit the
mallet fin chemfelves 5 but if they fee amother
commic it, they judge as favourably of it as the cafe
Wil bear,and hope that he did it not knowingly,or
Willfully : For they are bound to hope the bett.till
the worlt be evident. This being the upright Chii-
firians cafc, the hypocrite knoweth, that he fhall
Bl havea placcin the cltcem and love of thof:
0 H charitable
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charitable Chriftians (whofe integrity and mode.
ration, maketh their judgements moft valuable ;)
And then for the judgement of"God he will veutu,
onit; and for the cenfures of weaker perfons; wh
themfelves are cenfured by the bett for their e,
forioufnefs, he can cafily bearchem,

And another covert for- the hypocrite in ‘thi
cafe is, the different judgements of lcarned anf
religious men, who make & conroverfie of the imit
ter: And what duty or fin is there that is notbe.
come a controverfic ? Yea and atnong men other.

‘wife well efteemed of ( exceptin the effentialé ¢

. xehigion. ) And if once it bea controverfie, whe.
ther it be 4 fin of 'not, the hypocrite can fay, |
am of the judgement of fuch and fuch good leain.
ed men: they are very judicious' excellent -per

{ons 5 and we muft not- judge one another in cy.

troverted cafes : though we differ in judgemient

‘'we muft not differ'in affe®ion : And thus becaufe
he hath a fhelter for his reputation from the
cenfures of men, by the countenarice of fuch as ac-
company him in hisfin', he 1§ as quict as if he

 were fecured from the cenfures'of the Almigh.
ty. ' b '
y"x‘ L. 1. A Chriftian indeed is one that highly
valueth time : He abhorreth Idleneff, and all diverli-
ons which would 'rob him of his Time, and hin-
der him from his work : He knoweth how much
work he hath to do, and of what unfpeakable con:
fequence to his foul - ( if not alfbito others: )-He

knoweth that he hath a foil to fave or lofe; 1

heaven to win; ahell to fcape; a death and judge-

ment to prepare for; many a fin to mortifie, and
many graces to get and exercife and increafe; and
many enemics and temptations to overcome ;"(:

tha
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that he fhall never have more time of trial; bue
what is now undone , maft be undone for ever ;
Heknoweth how fhort , and hafty time is, and
sffo how uncertain ; and how (hort many hun-
dred years is to prepare for an everlating fiate,
if all were fpent in greateft diligence: And there-
fore he wondereth at thofe miferable fouls, that
have time to fpare , and wafk in thole fooleries
which they call paftimes ; evenin ftage- plaies ,cards
and dice, and long and tedious feaftings , delights,
complements, idlenefs , and overlong or needlefs
vifits, or recreations. He marvelleth at the di-
fra&ion, or fottifbnefs of thofe perfons, that
Gn play, and prate, and loyter, and fealt away
precious hours, asif their poor unprepared fouls
had nothing 10 do, while they fland at the very
brink of a drcadful eternity ; and are fo fearfully
unready as they are. He taketh that perfon who
would cheat him of his time , by any of  thefe
forenamed  baites , to. be worfe to him than
3 thief that would take his purfe from him
by the high way. O precious time! how highly
doth he value it , when he thinks of his everlaft-
ing ftate, and thinks what hatt his death is make-
ing., and what reckoning he muft make for eve-
1y moment : what abundance of work hath He
for every hour, which he is grieved that he can-
not do ? He hath a calling to tollow, and he hath
2 heart to fearch, and watch, and ftudy; and a
God to feek and faichfuily ferve, and many todo
good to 3 and abundance of particular dutics to
paform, in order to every one of thefe ; Bue
dlas time’ doth make fuch haft away, that many
things are lefe undone, and he is afraid Ieft death
Will find him very much behind hand ; Aud there-

. . Ha2 fore
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fore he is up and doing , as one that hath uie for
cvery minute; and worketh while it is day, be-
caufc he knoweth that the night ie coming soben
none can work : Joh. 9. 4. Redeeming Time is
much of his wildom and his work : Eph. 5. 16,
Col 4. 5. Hc had rather labour in the houfe of
correction , than live the fwinith life of idl

" and voluptuows Gentlemen, or Beggers : that live to

no higher ¢nd chan to live,or to(Plcafe thcir.ﬂe(h.:
or to live as worldlings, that lofe all their lives in
the fervice of a penthing world. " He knoweth
how precious time will be ere long , in the eyes
of thofe that now make light of it, and trifle it
away as a contemned thing , as if they had too
much, '

2. The wesk, Chriftian is of the fame mind in
the main ; But when it cometh to particular pra-
¢tice, heislikea weak or weary traveller, that
goeth but bwly,and maketh many a Rop : Though
his face is (till Heaven-wards, he goeth but a lit-
tle way in aday: He is too ecafily tempted to
idle, or talk, or feaft, or play away an hour un-
liwfully, o it be not his ordinary courfe, and he

 doir but feldome: He taketh not the lofs of an

hour for {0 great a loG as the confirmed Chriftion
doth : He could fooner be perfwaded to live
( though not an idle and urprofitable; yer ) an ca-
Jiory left-profieable hfe,  The world and the fleth have
farr more of his hours, than they ought to have.
Though his weaknefs tell him, that he hath moft
need of diligence. '

3. Butthe Time of a feeming Chriftian is molt
at the fervice of his flubly imtereft : and for that
it s, principally ecmployed @ And for that he can

Redeem it , and “grudge if it be loft, ‘But as he
Yiveth
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liveth not to God, (o he cannot redecm his time
for God.He lofeth it even when he feemeth to em-
ploy it beft : when he is praying, or otherwife
worfhipping God , and doing that good which
feedeth his falfe hopes, he is not redeeming his
time in all this. While heis fleeping in fecurity,
and deluding his foul with a fow formal words
and an image of Religion, and his time pafleth on,
and he is hurried away to the dreadful day, and
his damnation flumbreth not. 2 Pes, 2. 3. Pro.20 4.
Mat. 25. 6, 7, 8.

XL 1. A Chriftian indeed is one whofe very
heart is fet upon doing gocd : As one that is made
to be profitable to others according to his ability
and place; even as the Sunis made to fhinc up-
on the world ;: he could not be content to live
idly , or to labour unprofitably | or to get never o
much to himfelf, and live in never (o much plen-
ty himfclf, unlefs he ome way contribute to the

k]

good of others: Not that he grudgeth at the

fmallnefs of his ralents, and lownc(s or obfcu-
ity of his place ; for he knoweth that God may
difpofe his creaturesand calents as he pleafe; and
that where much is. given, much is required, Ma,
25. Luk 12.48. & 19.23. But what his Lord
hath entrulted him with, he is loth to hide, and
willing to improve to his Mafiers ufe. He is {o far
from thinking that God is beholden to him for
his good works, that he taketh it for one of his
greatelt mercies in the world, that God will ufe
him in doing any good. And he would take it for
avery greac {uffering to be deprived of fuch op-
pertunitics, or turned out of fexvice, or called to
lefsof that kindof duty. If he were a Phyfiti-
anand denicd liberty to pradice, or a minifter and
H 3 denicd

|
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denied liberty to preach, it would far more troy.
ble him that he is hindered from doing good, thyn
that he is deprived of auy profits, or honours, to
bimf{clf. He dothnot only comfort himfelf wich
the forefight of the xeward, butin the very ds
ing of good he findeth fo much pleafure, as make.
cth him think it the delightfulle® life in ¢k
world : And he looketh for moft of his receiving
trom God, in a way of duty, Joh.5. 29. G,
6. 10. Heb. 13- 16. 1 Pet. 3. 17,

2. But the weak Chriftian, though he have the
fame difpofition, is fax lefs profitable in the world:
He is more for him(clf, and kg able to do good
to others : He wanteth either parts, or praudence,
or zeal, or firength : Yea heis oft like the infants
and fick perfons of a family , that are not help-
ful, but troublefome to the reft : They find work
for the ftronger Chriftians, to bear their infirmi-
ties, and watch them, and fupport and help
them: Indeedas an infant isa comfort to the mo-
ther, through the power of her own love, even
when the endurcth the trouble of its crymg and
uncleanncefs 5 {0 weak Chriftians are a comfort to
charitable minifters and people ; we are glad that
they are alive ; but fadded often by their diftem-
pas, Rom.14.1. & 15.12.

3: The feeming Chriffian liveth to himf{clf, and
all his geod mworks are done but Sor bimfelf'; to
keep up his credit, or quiet his guilty confcience,
and deceive himlelf with the falfe hopcs of a re-
ward, for that which his falfeheartedne(s maketh

parts, he may be very ferviceable to the Chugch:
But the thasks of that is due to God, and littlk
to him; who ficketh himfelf more (ha1 God,

‘ ‘ or
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& the good of others, inall that he doth. Mas-
T 1 4 Chrifian indesd doth truly love bis
wighbour as himfélf : He is not all for his own com-
modity : His neighbours profit or good name 15
15 his own : He tecleth himfelf hurt, when his
neighbour is hurt : And if his neighbour profper,
he rejoycethas if he profpered himfelf: Though
his neighbour be not united to him, in the near-
dt bonds of Chriftianity,. or Piety, yet he 1s not
difregardfull of the common Unity of Humanity.
Lwe is the very foul of life, Lev. 9. 18. Mat.
19.19. & 22.39. Rom. 13.9. Gal.5. 14. FJam. 2.
$, Mark, 10. 21. 1 Fob. 4. 10. .

2. Bat the Love that is in weaker Chriftians,
though 1t be fincere, is weak as they are 5 and mixed
with too much feifithnefs; and with too much
fowernefs and wrath: Listle masters caufe diffe-
rences and fallings ost : When it cometh to

MINE, and THINE, and their neighbours -

crofs their intereft or commodity, or ftand in
their way, when they are feeking any preferment
or profit to themfclves 5 you fhall fec too cafily by
their fowrenefs and contention, how weak their
love is. Mat.24. x2. ¥ Tim. 6. 10. Luke 22. 24.
3. But in the feeming Chriftian felfifinefl is lo
predominant , that he loveth none bu.t for bz.«nﬁzlf,
with any confiderable love : All his kmdn.cff is
from felf-love 5 becaufe men love him, or highly
value him, or praife him, or have donc him {ome
good turn’, or may do him good hereafter, or
the like. If he hath any love to any for his oan
worth, yet felf-dove can turn all that to hatred, 1f
they feem againt bim, or crofs him in his way :
For no man that is a Lover of the world, and flgh,
H 4 and
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wnd carnall (elf, can ever be a true fri
2tuex. For he loveth them but for hisr:)c:]vilt:nadnyi
aind 4ny crofs Interefts will (hew the falthood s;
a5 ove, 2 Tim, 3, 2, 3 4- Mat, 5. 46. ’
 XLYIL 1. 4 Chriftian indeed hath a Jpecial
t o to all the Godly : fuch as endeareth his heart
-anto them : and fuch as will engble him, to vifit
themn and relieve them in their wants, to his ow
lofs and hazzard, according to his abi’lity and o'n
portanity. For the image of God is beautifull anﬁ
honourable in his eyes: He loveth not them
mu'cb as God in them, Chrit n thcm; the Hyly
Spirit in them. He forefecth the day when he fhl
meet them in Heaven, and there rejoyce in God
with them (o Eternity. He loveth their compa-
ny and converfes and delighteth in their 2racious
words and lives: And the converfe of ungodly
Cmpty men,1s a wearinefs to him Cunle(s in q
way of dm)f,_ or when be can do them good.)
In bis eyes atile perfon is contemmed, but he honoureh
them that fear the Lord, PR, 15. 4. Other men
‘gricve his foul with their iniquities, while he is
delighted with the appearances of God in his holy
ones ; cven the excellent ones on earth, Pfal, 16.3.
zPet. 2.7, 8. Yea, the infirmities of Behevers de-
roy not his Love; for he hath learned of God
himfelf ¢o diff:rence between their abhorred frail-
ties and their predominant Grace 3 and to love
the very Lofants in the Family of Chrift. Yea
though they wrong him, or quarrel with him,
or cenfure him in their weakne(s, he can honou;

- their fincerity, and love them fi; i
s ill: And if fome
) (;F them prove {candalous, and fome feeming Chri-
*faans all away, or fall into the moft odious
crimes , he loyeth Religion never the lefs; but

continucth
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continueth as high an c¢ficem of piety, and of all
that arc upright as he had before, 1 fob. 4.7, 8,

10 Job. 13.34,35. 1 Thefl 4.9. 1 Job. 3. 11,
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14 23. Matth. 25. 39, 40, &,

2. The weak Cbhriftian fincexely loveth all that
bear his Fathers image : But it is with a Love {o
weak ( even when it is moft paflionate ) as will
fooner be abated or interrupted by any tempting
diffcrences : He is ufually quarrel{fdome and froward
with his Brethren ; and apter to confine his love
to thofe that are of his own opinion or party: And
becaufe God hath taught him to love all that are
fincere 5 the Devil tempteth him to cenfire them as
not fincere, that fo he may juftifie himfelf in the
sbatement of his love. And weak Chriftians are
ufually the molt cenforious , becaufc they have
the {malleft degree of Love, which covereth fanlts,
and thinketh no evil, and 1s not fufpicious, buc
ever apt to judge the beft, till the worlt be evident,
1Cor. 13.4,5. It beareth all things, belicveth aii
things (that are credible ) bopeth all things, endureth
all things, v.7. But it is no wonder to fec chil-
dren fall out, even about their childith toyes and
trifles : And what the diffentions of the cbildren
of the Church have donc againft themfelves in
thefe Kingdoms, I need not, I delight not to re-
cord. See 1 Cor. 3. 1, 2,3, 4. And I brethren conld
not [peak wnto you , as mno fpiritual, but a5 unto
carnal, even as unto babes in Chrift. I bave fed yox
with milk, and not with meat , for bitherto ye were
not able to bear it, neither yes mow ave ye able: For
ye are yet carnall: for whereas there 15 among you
envying, and firife, and divifions, .are you not carnall,
and walk as men, o

3. The feeming Cbriftian may have fome fove

to.



106 The Charaler of 2

to rcall Chriftians, even for their goodnefs fake:
But it s a Love fubfervient to his carnal felf-love;
And therefore it fhall not coft him much : Ash,
hath {fome Love to Chrift, fo he may have fomef;
Love to Chriftians 5 but he hath mare to the wor/f "
and flybly pleafures : And therefore all his Love
to Chnit or Chriftians, will not make him leave
his worldly happinefs for them. Aund therefore
Chrift ac the day of Judgement will not enquire
after empty barren love, but after that love which
vifited and relicved (uffcring Saints. An hypocrite

can allow both Chrilt and Chrittians fuch a ches
fuperficial kind of love, as will coft him lictle:
He will bid them lovingly, Depart in peace, be you
warmed and filled, Jam. 2. 15, 16, 17. But ill the
World is moft beloved, T :

XLIV. 1. A4 Chriftian indeed doth lye bis
enewsies, and forgive thofe thatinjure him, and this
out of a thankfull {enfe of thac grace which for-
gave him a farr greater debt : Not that he think-
eth it unlawfull to make ufec of the Juftice of the
Government which he is under, for his neceflary
prote&ion, or for the reltraint of mens abufe and
violence : Nor is he bound to love the malice or
anjury, though he muft love the man: Nor can
he forgive a crime as it is againft God or the com.
mon good, or againft another, though he can forgive
an injury or debe that is his own : Nor is he bound
to forgive every debe, though he is bound o farre
to forgive every wrong as heartily to defire the
good of him that did it. Even Gods Enemics he
Jo farre loveth, as to defire God to convert and
pardon them, whilc he hateth their fin, and haser)
them a5 Gods enemies, and defireth their reftraint,
Plal. 139, 21,22, & 101, 3. & 119, 4, & 68 ;

& 218
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¥21.8. But thofe that bate, and cwrfe, and perfé-
wte bimfelf, he can unfeignedly love, and bleff, and
o for, Matth, 5. 43, 44, 45, 46, 47, 48. For
‘knoweth that elfe he cannot be a child of God,
45. And that to love thofe that live bim is not
much praife-worthy, being no more than Hea-

b deeply fenfible of that wondrous love, which
b dearly redeemed him, and faved him from Hell,
nd forgave him a thoufandfold worfe than the
worft that ever was done againft himfelf, that

P YThankfulneft and Imitation, ox Conformity to Chrift

in his great compaflions, do overcome his defires
of revenge, and make him willing to do good to
his moft cruel enemics; and pray for them as Chriff
ind Stephen did at their deaths, Lwk, 23. 34+
4ds 7. 60. And he knoweth that he is fo inconfi-
derable a worm, that a wrong done to him as fuch,
isthe lefs confiderable : And he knoweth that he
daily wrongeth God more than any man can
wrong him, and that he can hope for pardon but
on condition that he himfelf forgive, Masth, 6.
12, 14, 15. & 18. 34, 35. And that he is far
more hurttull to himfclf, than any other can be to
him. '

2. And the weaket Chriftian can truely lve an
ewmy, and forgive a wrongy but he doth it not
(o eafily and [0 fully as the other. But it is with
much ftriving, and fome unwillingnefs and aver(-
nels; and there remaineth fome grudge or ftrange-
nefs upon the minde: He doth not fufliciently
firget the wrong which he doth firgive. Indced
his forgiving is very imperfe@ like himfelf, Marth.
18.21. Lwk 9.54,55. not with that freenels and
readinefs required, Eph. 4. 2. With all hiwlinef

and

thens and wicked men can do: v. 46, 47. Heis -~
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and mecknefl, with long-fuffering, Jorbearing one ap,.
sher in love, Col. 3. 12, 13. Pat on therefore (a5 thy,
and  beloved ) bowels of mercies,

kindnefs, bumblenefs of minde, meeknefs , long-fiiffer.

Elk& of God, holy

ing, forbearing one another, and forgiving one ano.
ther s even as Chrift forgaus youy fo alfo do ye, Rom,
12. 14, 19. Avenge not your [elves, &c. |

3. As for the feming Chriftian, he can feem to
forgive wrongs for the fake of Chrift, but if hedo
it indeed itis for his own fake : As becaufe itis
for his honowr, or becaufe the perfon hath hum.
bled himfelf to him, or his commodity requireth
it, or hecan make ufe of his love and {exvice for
his advantage, or fome one hath interpofed for
reconciliation who muft not be denyed , or the
like : But to love an enemy indeed, and to love
that man (‘be he never fo good) who Randeth in
the way of his preferment, honour or commodi-
ty 1 the world, he never doth it from his heart,
whatever he may fcem to doe; Murth, 6, 14, 15
8 18.27,30,32. The Love of Chuft doth not
conftrain him.

XLV. 1. 4 Chriftian indeed is as precife in

the Fuftice of his dealings with men, as in aéls of

picty t0 God. For he knoweth that God requi-
reth this as firi@ly at his hands, 1 The(]l 4. 6.

That no man go beyond, or defraud bis Brother in any

matter 5 for the Lovd is she avenger of all [uch, as ws
alfs have forewarned and teflified.

fpeakesh the truth in bis bears; thas backbiterh not
with his tongse, nor doth evil to bis neighbonr, nor
taketh up a veproach againft bis neighbonr. If he fwear
to bis own bure, be changeth not: He putteth nos
out bis money to (unjuft or unmerciful] ) Ulnry;

no

— S ———

He is one that
walketh uprightly | and worketh righteoufnef§, and

R
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wr sakesh reward againft the innocent, Pfal, 15. He
obeyeth that, Lev. 19. 13. Thou fhalt nos defrand
thy neighbosr, neither vob bim, the wages of bim that
ibired (hall not abide with shee all night unmsill the
morning. He can fay as Samuel, 1 Sam. 12. Whofe
Oxe or Affe have I taken 2 or sbom have I defranded ?
whom have 1 oppre(fed ? or of whofe hand bave I re-
cived any bribe, to blinde mine eyes therewish, and
I'will veftoreit 2 And they faid, Thou baft not de-
franded us, nor opprefed us, neither baft thos taken
mght of any mans band. And if heretofore he
was cver guilty of defrauding any, he is’ willing
to his power to make reftitution; and Gith as
Zachews, Luk. 19. 8. If I bave taken any thing from
any man by falfe accufation, I reftore him Sour-fold,
Though fleth and blood perfwade him to the con-
trary, and though it leave him in want, he will
py his debts, and make refiitution of that which
isill gotten, as being none of his own. He will
not fell for as much as he can get, but for as
much as it is truly worth : He will not take ad-
vantage of the weaknefs, or ignorance, or neceflity
of his neighbour : He knoweth that 4 falfe ballance
i abomination 1o the Lord ; bus a Jut weight i bis
delighty Prov. 11.'1. He is afraid of believing ill
ieporcs, and rebuketh the backbiter; Proy, 25.23.
He is apt to take part with any' man behind his
back, who is not notorioufly inexcufable ; ‘not.
to juftific any evil; but to fhew his charity, and
his hatred of ewil fpeaking, efpecially where it
ando no good. He will not believe evil of ano-
ther ¢ill the evidence do compell him to believe
it. If he have wronged any by incautelous words,
he readily confefleth his fault to him, and asketh
him forgivenefs, and is ready to make any jut
» ' fatisfaion
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fatisfalion for any wrong that he hath done.
borroweth not when he (eeth not a great probab;
- hity that he is like to pay it : Nor will remajp;
debt by retaining that. which is another m,
againlt his will, without an abfolute neceffity
Rom. 53. 8. Owe no man any thing, but 10 by,
another. For to borrow when he cannot pay i
but to fical. Begging is better than borrowing for
fuch, PGl 37,21, The wicked borroweth and pay-
esh not, ' '

- 2. And the weak, Chriflian maketh confcience
of Fultice as well as as of piety, as knowing that
God hath no need of our Sacrifices, but loveth to
fee us do that which is good for humane fociety
and which we "have nced of from each othe,
But yet he hath more flfifpnefs and partiality than
the confirmed .Chriftian hath , and therefore js
often overcome by temptations to unrightéoﬁ;
things : As to firetch his Conftience for his com.
modity, in buying or {elling, and concealing the
faults of what he felleth, and fometimes over.
veaching others : Efpecially he is ordinarily too
cenforious of othess, and apt to be credulous of
evil reports, and to be overbold and forward in

fpeaking ill of men behind cheir backs, and with.
out a call 1 efpecially againtt perfons that differ
ftam him in matters of Religion, where he is
ufually moft unjult and apt to go beyond hi
bounds, Fam. 3.15,16. Tit. 3. 2. Eph. 4 31,
5 Pet. 2. 1. ,
" 3. The feeming Chriftian may have a Jeeming
Juftice. But really he hath none but what mul
give place to his fiethly interelt ; and if his honout
and commodity and fafety require it, he will not
ftick to be unjult. And that Juftice which want';

¢t
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wh but a firong temptation to overturn it, is al-
moft as bad as none. If he will not feize on Na-
bths Vineyard, nor make himfelf odious by op-
preflion or deéceit y yet if he can raifc or enrich
himfelf by fecres coufenage, and get fo fair a pretence

for his injuftice, as thall cloak the matter from

the fight of men, he feldom ficketh at it. It
is an eafic matter. to make an Achan think that
he doth no harm, or a Gebazi think that he
wrongeth no man, in taking. that which was of-
fred and due, Covetoufnefs will not confefs its
mme 5 -but will find fome Reafonings to make
good all the injultice which it doth, 1 Tim. 6, 5.
2 King.5. 19, 20, ‘

XLV I 1.- A Ghriftian indeed is faithfull and
laborions in his particilar calling, and that not out
of a covetous minde ; but in obedience to God,
and that he may maintain his Family, and be able
to do good to others. For God hath faid, I the
fwear of shy face thou [halt eat thy bread, Gen. 3. 19.
And fix dayes (balt thow labowr, Exod. 20, 10. And
with guietnefl men uft work , and eat their own
bread s and if any will not work-, neither fhould be
wt; 2 Thefl. 3. 10, 11,12, Abrabam and Nosh
and Adam laboured in a conftant courfe of im-
ployment. He knoweth that a fantified calling
and labour is a help , and not . a.hinderance to
devotion; and that the body muft-have work as
well as the foul, and that Religion muft not be
pretendcd for flothfull-idlenefs, nor againtt obedi-
ece to our Mafters will, Prov, 31..

“2. The weak Chriftian is here more ealily de-
«ived, and made believe that Religion will excufe
a1 man from bodily labour : and under the colour

o devotion to live idly. 2 Theffl 3. 8. x Tim. 5.13.

T hey
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They learn to be idle, wandering.abows from boufe 14
houfé, and not only idle , bus tatlers alfo and bufie.
bodies, (peaking things whick they ought not. Sloth.
tulnefs is a fin much condemned in the Scriptures,
Eszek. 16.49. Prov. 24. 30, & 18. 9. & 21, 23,
Mat, 25.26. Kom. 12.11. '

3. The feeming Chriftian in his labour is yuled
chicfly by his fleth : If he be rich, and it incline
him moft to floth, he maketh fmall confcience of
living in idlenefs, . under the pretence of his Gen.
tility or wealth : But if the fleth incline him more
to Covetonfuefs, he will be laborious enough ; by
s¢ fhallnot be to pleafe God by obedience, but to
mncreafe his Eftate, and enrich himfelf and hig Po.
fterity (‘whatever better reafon he pretend. )

XLVIL 1. 4 Chriftian indeed is ¢xa@ly cons
Jeionable in the dutyes of bis velation to others in the
family and place of hisabode : 1f he bea husband,
he is loving and patient and faithfull to his wife:
If hebe a father, he is carefull of the holy edu.
cation of his children : If he be a Mafter, heis
Jult and mercifull to his fervants, and carefull for
the faving of their ouls. Ifhe be a childe or fer-
vant, heis obedient, trulty, diligent and carefull,,
as<well bchind his' Parents or his Mafters back,
as before his face. He dare not lic, nor fieal, noxy
deccive, nor.negle¢t his duty, nor fpeak ditho.
nourably of his Superiors, though he were fure
he could concealitall, For he knoweth that the
fifth Commandement is enforced with a fpecial
Promile, Eph.6. 2.5, 9. And that a bad Childe,
or a bad Scrvant, a bad Husband or Wife, a bad
- Parcot or Maler cannot be agood Chritian, Col.
318,19, 4. 1. 1 Pet. 2. 18. D
r. But weak Ghriftians (though fincere ) are

ordinarily
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ordinarily weak in this part of their duty ; and apt
to' yield to temptations, and carry themfelves
poudly, Gubbornly, idly, difobediently, as eye- -
firvants that are good M fight : or to be unmerci-
full to inferiours and negle@ers of their fouls : And
toexcufe all this from the faults of thofe that they
hve to do with, and lay all upon others; as if
e fault of husband, wife, parent, mafter or fer-
nnt would jultifie thein in theirs ; and paffion and
irtiality would ferve for innoeeticy. "

3. And the Hypocrite ordinarily (heweth his k-
prifies, 'by bting falfe in his relations to mas,
while he prctqn‘dctﬁ to bz pious and obedient utitd
God:- He is a bad mafter, and & bud fervant, wher
hs filthy intereft requireth'it,and yet thinketh him-
ifa good Chriltian for all that,” For all men be:
ing faulty;ic is eafie to find a pretence fro'n all thei
hie he doth 2bALY, - o cover thc injury of ' his
Byl Cain, Chdm; Eli; Abfulom, Fudas, ¢c! dré:
d examples of ehiis, ¢+~ 7 T v
XLVIIL i, “ACkrifignindecdis the beft firh:
i whethier hisi Prince be goott-ox bad: Thbugh
by ififidet and Wg6dly Rulers he be'ofe miltaken Tor
the worft, yet

—

He obéyeth not his Rulegt only f6t his
Whends; but inr ‘tbediencé vo ‘Gods ‘and rog”only
bt fear of puniifhment, ‘but for'confeience faks i He
lipketh on theth it their yelations as the Officers” of
Ged; and arméd With his authority; and thercfore
theyeth God in’ ¢hem: He ‘pirmiteeth not dif-
ibtiourable' tho, hts of them in“his heart ; much
I8 dare he fpealy’ diftdnoarsbi ol them, Exod:rz.
Pitv. 24. 21. ¢ Pet. 2, 13, 17 Prov.819.48.23.4,4.
Edclc[. 10.4, 20. He. knoweth chige. every Joul muft

Nbefubject to tbe kigher powers,and wot tofi; and that
f Whofoever therefore ve-
' [iftetks

there i o' pomwer-

Kl
ot

wrof God :
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fiftetb the power, refifteth the ordinance of God; and |

be that vefitesh fhall receive to bimfelf damuation,
Rom. 13.1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6. Therefore in all thingg
lawfull he obeyeth them.: gnd though he mutt not,
nor will not obey them agasuft God, yet will he {uf.
fer patiently whep he is wronged by themy ang
not only forbear refittance by arms or violence, but
alfo all reproachfull words; as knowing that the
righting of himfelfis not (0 neceffary to the pub.
lick order and good, as the honopr -of 'hls Rulers
is.. Ufurpers; may probably charge him to be 4
Traitor, and feditious and . rebellious, becaufe he
dare not approve of their Ulurpations : and whep
feveral are contending for the Goyegnment, and in

a litigious Title the Lawyers miflead him, wheq |

the controvestic is only among them, and belongs
to their profeffion, its poffible he' roay miftake as
well.as the Lawyers, and take him) to have the bet-
ter Title that hath the worfe i But in Dwinity he
knoweth there is no controverfie whether every foul
omuf} be [ubjedd to.tke bigheft poncr, (o™ far as he qn
knowit: Andghat prayers and pytience are the
Subjedts rms.;, and Religion is o far from beinga
warrant to rclily that ic_ plainly forbiddeth difob-
dience and refiftance.: .and nongare more obliged to,
fubmiflion and quictnefs'than Chriftians are . The,
fpirit of Chritianity is not of this world:  Their
Kingdom and their Hopes arg;not of this world:
And therefore they, contend not for”dignities and,
rule; much lef by, refifting of xchelling ag]aipﬁ;
their lawfall Goverpours. . Bug, they are refolved
toobey God, and fecure gheiy ¢verlafting portion,
and bear all the injuries which they meet with in
the way ; efpecially from thofe whom God hath,
Mt over them, There is no DoGrine that ever,
‘ was
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was received in the world, o far from befriending
feditions and rebellion as the Do&rine of Chrift;
nor any people in the world (o loyal as Chrittians,
while Chrittianity retained its genuine fimplicity ;
till proud, dominecring, worldly men for carnal
tnds pretended chemfelves to be Chriftians, and
perverted the Doctrine of Chrit, to make it warp
to their ambitious ends; (uffering feemeth not o

i 6reat a mateer toa holy, mostitied, heavenly mind,

s to tempt him to hazard his falvation to refift it,
No man 1s (0 Iikely to be true to Kings, as he that
belicveeh thae “his falvation lieth on it, by the ordi-
mnce of God, Kom. 13.3. And Princes that are
wife and juft do alwaies difcern that the beft Chri-
flians are their befi fubje@s: Though thofe that are
ukelieving and ungodly themfelves, have ever hated
them as the greatelt troublers of the Earth, And
ithath ever been the pra@ice of the Encmies of
tbrift and Godlinefs, to do all they can to engage
the Rulers of the Earth againft them; and to per-
lwade them that the moft godly Chriftians are per-
(ms of difloyal and unquict minds; and by vex-
ng and perlecuting them, they do their workt co
meke them fuch as they falfly called them : Even
Chrufk himfeIf was crucitied as an enemy to Cefar,
md Pslate driven to it by the noifc of them that
tyed out, that if he let them go, he was not Cefars
liend, Joh, 19. 12. They firtk tempted him with
he queltion, whesher it were lawfull 10 give tribute
o Cefar, Matth. 22. 17. Luke 20. 22. And
hough they could this way take no hold of him,
ttthis was the firft article of his accufation, Luke
3. 2. webave found this fellow perverting the Nation,
dforbidding to give tribute to Cefar. And how
Yal would thofe rebellious Jews fcem, when «they
12 thought -
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thought it the only way to engage the Romgy
Power againlt Chrilk 2 Then they cry out, #e bay,
no King but Cefar, Joh. 19.15. And this was the
common accufation again(t the Chriftians both by
Yews and Gentiles: The language of the Jews yoy
- may hear from Tertullus, Alis 24. 5. We bave found
this man a peftilent fellow, and a mover of fedition
among allthe Fews throughout the world, and a ring.
leader of the feli of the Nazarens. And at Theffuls-
nica, Alls 17.6,~. the charge againft them was,
that they turned the world upfide down, and did dl
contrary to she decreesof Cefar. And thus the bef
Chriftians have by fuch been flandered from ageto
age : becaufe the Devil and his inftruments know
not how fufficiently to moleft them, except they
engage the Rulers againft them. But yet all this
doth not conquer the patience and loyalty of con.
firmed Chriftians. © They are wifer than that wif
man: that Solomon {aith, Opprefion maketh mai,
Ecclef, 7. 7. 1f ufurpers or malicious lyars fhall 4
thoufand rimes call them rebellious and feditious, it
fhall not drive chem from their due fubjeion:
They can patiently follow their Lord and the an.
cient Chriftians, in the enduring of (uch flander,
and fuffering as enemies to Cefur, fo they do but
fcape the fin, and be not fuch as malice calleth
them. They had rather die as reputed enemuesto
Government, than to be fuch indeed. They pre-
fer fubjedtion before the reputation of it; For they
look not for their reward from Princes, but from
God." If chey cari preferve their insocency, they
can bear the defarnation of their names; being fa-
tisfied in the hopes of the joyfull day of the Judge-
ment of Chrify, which will fully juftific them, and
{ee all firait. Tndeed chey know that a ftate of fub

j:'al'an

e —— |
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jiction is eafiex and Gafer than places of command ;
and that it is eafier to obey than govern. And fo fay
arc they from envying mens grearne(s,and from de-
firing dominions, that they pity the rempted, and
dangcrous, and troublefome flate of thofe in power,
and are thankful to God for their quicter and Gafer
fation.  They heartily pray for Kings, and all that
arc in_Authority ; not that by their favour they
may nife to places of wealth and honour; but that
knder them they may live a quies and peaceable life in
sl godlinefs and bouefty , x Tim.2.2. Yea, though
Infidel Princes hate and perfecute them, they con-
tinue to pray for them, and to honour their autho-
rity, and will not thereby be driven from their du-
ty. If God calt their lot under Infidel; ungodly
and malicious Governours, they do not run to
irms, to {ave themfelves, or fave the Gofpdl, as if
God had called them to reform the world, or keep
it from the oppreflion of the higher powers: Nor
do they think it a firange iatollerable matter fox
the beft men to be lowelt, and to be the fuffering
fide; and fo fall to fighting that Chrift and the
Saints may have the rule. For they know that
Chrifts Kingdom is mot of this world, Joh. 18. 36.
(thac is, mor 2 vifible Monarchy, as his ufurping
Vicar doth pretend 5 ) and that Chrift doth moft
eminently rule unfeen, and difpofeth of all chic
Kingdoms of the world, even where he is hated
and refited : and that the reign of Saints is in
their ttate of glory : and that all Gods graces do fic
them more fora fuffering life, than for worldly
power : Their humility, meeknefs, patience, {cl-
denyal, contempt of the world, and heavenly mind-
cdnefs, arebeteer exercifed and promoted in a fiuf-
fering, than a proferous reigning flate, When they
I3 think

—
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think of the holy blood which hath been (hed by
Heathen Rome, from Chrift and Stepben till the
daies of Conftantine; and the far greater ftreams
which have been fhed by the bloody Papal Rome
where-cver they had power, in Piedmont, Germany,
‘Peland, Hungary, in Belgia, England, and in othe
Lands 5 the 30000, or 40000 murdéred in a few
daics at the Bartholomew Maflacre in France ; the
two hundred thoufand murdered in a few wecksip
Ireland 5 they are not fo unlike their fuffering Bre.
thren, as to think that @&riving for honours and
command, is sheir way to Heaven:  When Chrif
hath foretold them that felf- denyal under the Crols,
tribulation and perfecution, is the common way,
Luk: 14.26,27,29,33. Acts14. 22. Job. 16,33,
Rom.s5.3. & 8.35. 2 Lim. 3. 12. Maz. 5. 10,11,12.
2 Thef. 2. 6,7, 10. Mark 10. 30, So far are they
from fighting againft the injuriesand cruelties of
 their Governours, that they account the reproah
of Chrift to bt greater riches than all their treafures,
Heb, 11. 25, 26. and think they are bleffed when
they are perfecuted, Matth. 5.10. and fay with Pau]
Godforbid that 1fhould glwy, fave inthe Crofs of our
Lord Fefus Chrift, by whom the world is crucified to
we, and I unto the world, Gal.6. 14. Aund 2 Cor,
12. 9. Therefore I take pleafure in infirmisies, in
veproaches, in neceffities, in perfecutions, in diftreffu
Jor Chbrifts fakes for when I am weak,, then I am
Jtrong, Rom. 8. 35,36, 37. Nay in all thefe thing
(when perfecuted and killed all the day long, and
counted a5 (beep to the flaughter ) they are more thar
Congrievours through Chrift; They obtaina noble
conquels than  that which is obtained by the

fword, .
2 But the weak Chriftian having lefs patience,
an

|

J

 Sound Confirmed Chriftian. 119
and more felfifonef} and paffion, is cafilier tempted
to break his bounds, and with Peter, to run to his
uauthorized fword, when he fhould fubmit to {uf-
kring, Matth, 26. §1,52. And his intereft and
pfferings caule his paflion to have too great apower
on his Judgement 5 fo that heis eafilicr tempted to
believe that to be lawfull, which he thinks to be
mceffary to his own prefervation : and to think
that the Gofpel and the Church are falling, when
the power of men is turned againft them 3 and
therefore he muft with Vzzab, put forth his hand
to fave the Ark of God from falling. He is more
troubled at mens injuftice and cruelty, and maketh
awonder of it to find the enemices of Chrift and
Godlinefs, to be unreafonably impudent and
bloody 3 as if he expeded realon and rightcouf-
nefs in the malicious world. His (ufferimgs fill
him more with difcontent, and dcfires of revenge
ftom God, Luke 9. 54. and his profperity too
much lifts him up, 2 Chron.32. 25. Andin the
litigious titles of pretenders to fupremacy, he is
oft too hafty to interefs himfelf in their conten-
tions 5 as if he underftood not, that whoever is
the conquerour, will count thofe rebels that were
on the other fidc; and that the enemics of Chrift
will caft all the odium upon Chriltianity and piety,
when the controverfie is only among the States-
mer;l and Lawyers, and belongs not to Religion
it all,

3. The feeming Chriftian will feem to excel all
| others in loyalty and obedicnce, when it maketh
for his carnal ends: He will flatter Rulers for ho-
nours and preferment, and alwaies be on the rifing
fide, unlefs when his pride engageth him in mur-
murings and rebellions. He hath a great advantage
' Ig above
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above true Chriftians and honeft men, to feem the
moft obedient fubje@; becaufe he hath a firetchin
confcience that can do any thing for his fafety, or
his'worldly ends: If he be among Papifls, he can
bea Papift; if among Proteitants, he is a Prote-
flant; and if he were among ‘Turks, its like he
would rather turn a Mahometan than be ‘undone.
No Prince or Power can command him any thing
which he cannot yield to, if his worldly intereft re.
quireit. If therebea Law for worthipping the
golden Xmage, it is the confcionable fervants of
God, and not the time-fervers, that refufe to obey
1t, Dayt. 3. If there be a Law againft praying,
Dan. 6.1t is Daniel and not the ungodly multitude
that difobey it. If there bea command againft
‘preaching, Ads 4.17,18. it is the holy Apofiles
and beft Chriftians that plead the command of God
agamnftit, and refufe obedience to it, . verf: 20, 29.
The felf-fecking temporizing hypocrite can do
any thing : Andyet he obeyeth not while he feenteth
to obey. For it is not for the Authority of the
Commander that he doth it, but for his own
ends.. He never truly honoureth his fuperiours :
for he doth not refpe@ them as the Officers of
Godsnor obey them for his fake with a confcionable
obedicnce.  He feareth the Higher Powers as Bears
or Tygers that are able to hurt him; or ufith
tbeix favour, as he ufeth his horfe to do him fer-
vice.  Wert itrot for himfelf, he would little re-
gard them,  The true Chrittian honpureth the
bafelt creature, more than the hypocrite and
worldling honoureth his King. For he feeth God
nall, and ufeth the fmalleft things unto his glory :
. Whereas the worldling debafeth the highelt, by
the bafencfs of his efieern, and ufe, and end; For he’
T S ~ kiroweth"

/
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knoweth not how to eficem or ufe the greatefk
Prince, but for bimfelf ox for fome worldly ends,
2 Tim.3.3,4. o

XLIX. 1. A Cbriftias indeed, is a man of cou-
rage and fortisude in every caufe of God. For he
trufteth God, and firmly believeth that he will bear
him out. He knoweth his fuperiours, and hatha
charitable vefpet to allmen 5 but as for any felfifh ox
timevous vefpedt, he hath the leaft regard to max.
For he knoweth that the greatelt are but mworms
whofe breath is in their noftrils ; that pafs away as
fhadows and return to duft ; and that the moft po-
tent are impotent when they contend with God ;
and are unequal matches to fxive againft their
maker : and that ic will prove hard for them to
kick againft the pricks; and that whoever fcemeth
now to have the day, itis God that will be Con-
querour at laft.  Job 25. 6. & 17. 14. & 24. 20.
Pfal. 79.31. & 103.16. & 144.4. A&. 9. 4, 5, 6.
Pfal. 144. 3, 4, 5. Put nor your tyuft in Princes, nor
in the fon of man, in whom there i no belp : hig
breath goeth forth 5 hbe veturnesh to bis earth: in
that very day, his thoughts perifb. Happy ¥ be
that bath the God of Jacob for his belps whofe bope
i in the Lovrd bis God, a. 45. 9. Wo to him that
ftriveth with b maker. He knoweth that it is
more irrational to fcar man agamtt God, than .to
fear a flca or afly againtt the greatet man. The
infinite difproportion between the creature that is
againft him, and the Creator that is for him, doth
refolve him to obey the command of Chntt, Luk,
12. 4. Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and
after that have 1o more that they can do : bur
1 will forcwarn you whom you (hall fear : Fear
kiwm which after be bath Killed hath piwer to caft

‘ : inte
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.into bell : yea I fay umto you fear bim. 1fa. §7; .

7, 8. Hearken unto me, ye that know righteoufuefl,
the people in whofe heart is my law : Fear ye mot
ske veproof of man, neither be ?did of their re-
vilings: for the moth fhall eat them up like o gar-
sent, and the worm (hall eat them like wool : but
my rightooufuefs fball be for ever, and my Salyation
from generation to generation. 1fa. 50.6, 7,8, 9. 1
gove my back to the fmiters, and wy checksto them
that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face from
Wrame and [pitting.  For the Lord God will belp me :
therefore fhall Inot be confounded: sherefore bavel
- fet my face like aflint; and Iknow that 7 Jhall not
be afhamed : He it neer that jultifieth me 5 who
will contend with me : Let us ftand togetber who 4
wine adverfary: let bim come neer tome ; Behold the
Lord Godwill belpme : who is be that fballcondemn
we; Loe, they all (hall wax old s agarment ; the
moth fhall eat them up. . 35. 4 & 41. 10,
13, 14. & 7.4. Jer. 46. 27, 28. Mat. 10, 26, 31.
Ma. 2. 22. Ceafe ye from man whofe breath is in
bie noftrils 5 for wheyein it be to be accounted of.
Jer.17.5,8,9. Curfed be the man that trufteth in
may, &c. Bleffed % the man thas srufteth in the
Lord, &c. Alas how terrible is the wrath of God,
in_comparifon of the wrath of man ! and how
calic an enemy is the cruelle®t afliGer, in compa-
rifor of a holy fin-revenging God. Therefore the
confirmed Chriftian (aith as the three witnefles , -
Dan 5,16,17,18. #e are not carefull to anfwer thee
in this matter ¢ the God whom we ferve is cble to
deliver us —— But if uo, be it known unto thee
O King that we wi'l not ferve thy Gods, nor worfhip
the goldem image which thow haft fet up. Dan.
6.10. When Duniel knew that the Decree was paft,
he -

. lincfs, that he feeth the body of facred truth with
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he prayed openly in hishoufe, as herctofore, Heb.
11. 27. Mofes, feared not the wrath of 1be King,
for beendured of fecing bim thas i invifible, Prov.
28. 1. The righteous is bold # a Lion: AQ. 4 13.
w{m they faw the boldnef} of Peter and John they
niarvelled, 2 Cor, 11, 21. Pauls bonds made othegs
bold, Eph. 6. 19, 20. A&. 4. 29, 31. 1 Joh.4.18.
Perfe@t love cafteth out fear: 1 Pet. 3.14. If yefuf- ~
fer for righteoufuefl fake bappy are ye 5 and be not
afraid of their servour, neither be troubled. Heb.13.6.
So that we may boldly fay , The Lord is my helper,

 and I will not fear what man fhall do unto me.€:

-in God, is much more fearful, and [eafily daunted
and difcouraged : and ready with Peter to be
afraid, if he perceive himfelf in danger : Masth.
26.69. He is not wvalians for the truth, Jer. 9. 3.
Though he can forfake all ‘( even life it felf) for
Chrift ( Luk. 14.26,33.) yst is it with a deal

2. But the wedk Cbriﬁian,'thoug{: he alfo truft

~ of fear and trouble : And Ma# is a more fignificant
. thing to him than to the fironger Chriftian.

3. But the feeming Chritian doth fear man
more than God, and will venture upon the difplea-
fure of God to avoid the difpleafure of men thac
can do him hurt : becaufe he doth not foundly
believe the threatnings.of the word of God.

L. 1. A Chriftian indeed is made up of Fudgement
and Zeal conjun. His Fudgement is not a patron
of Lukewarmnefs, nor his Zeal an encmy to know-
ledge : His judgement doth not deftroy but increafé
his Zeal : and his Zeal is not blind nor felf-conceit-
ed, nor doth run before or without judgement.
If he be of the moft excellent fort of Chriftians, he
hath {0 large a knowledge of the myfieries of god-

its
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its parts and compages or joynts, as it were at once,
Ic is all written deeply and methodically in his un-
derflanding : He hath by long ufe his fenfes excr-
cifed to difcern both good and evil, Heb. 5. 14. He
prefently difcerncth where miftaken men go out
of the way, and lofe the truth by falfe fuppofitions,
or by flfc definitions, or by confounding things
thatdiffer.” And therefore he pittyeth the conten-
tious feéls and difputers who raife a duft to blind
. themfelves and others, and make a ftir to the trou.
ble of the Church, about things which they never
undesfiood : And in the fight of that truth
which others obfcure or contradi@, he enjoycth
much content or pleafure in his own mind, though
uncapable perfons zealoufly rcject ic.  Therefore
he is fledfaft, asknowing on what ground he fet-
cth his foot. And though he be the greateft lover
of truth, and would with greatelt joy receiveany
addition to his knowledge, yet ordinarily by cr-
roncous zcalots, he is cenfured as too (iff and (elf-
conceited and tenacious of his own opinions; be-
caufe he will not ' entertain their errours and abey
them in their (elf-conceitednes : For he that know<
eth that it is truth which he holdeth, is neither able
nor willing to Jhold the contrary ( unlefs he im-
prifon the truth in unrightcoufnefs ) But if he be
-one that hath not attained tofuch a clear compre-
henfive judgement, yet with that meafure of
judgement which he hath, he doth guide and re-
gulate his zeal; and maketh it follow after, while .
underftanding goeth before.  He treadeth on fure
ground, and knoweth it.to be duty indeed which
he is zealows for, and fin indeed which he is zea-
lous againlt; and is not put to excufe all his fer-
vour and forwardnefs aftcr with a non Pm“"?’b o;
_ 4

1 bad thought it bad Gb“gc otherwife , 1 Cor.x.5.
.8. 7. Col. 3.16. L12,
* i‘.)rB?lt"th weak? Cbri]ﬁa:r cither hearkeneth too
much to carnal wifdom, which fuppreffeth his
zeal, and maketh him too heavy and dull and in-
diffexent in many of his duties, and the concern-
ments of his foul ; permitting the world to take
up too much'of the vigour of his fpirit ; Or ellc
he is confident in his miftakes, and verily thinks
that he underftandeth better than many wifer men,
thefc things which he never underftood at all. He
choofeth his party by the Zes/ that he findeth in
them without any judicious tryal of the truth of
what they hold and teach : He is very earncft
for many a fuppofed truth and duty, which
proveth at laft to be no truth or duty at all: ‘And
he cenfureth many a wifer Chriftian than himfelf,
for many a fuppofed fis whichi§ "o ﬁ’f: but pex-
haps aduty. For he is alwayes injudicious, and
his beat isgreates than his light (or elfe hislight
is too flathy without heat : ) Peremptorily he do'th
fet down fome among the number of the moft wife
and excellent men, for keeping him company in
his miftakes :+ And he boldly numbreth the beft
and wifelt of his Teachers with the tranfgreffors,
for being of a_(ounder underftanding than himfelf,
and doing thofe duties which he calleth fins : And
hence it is that he is a perfon apt to be miflead, by
appearances of Zeal; and the Paffions of his Teach-
ers prevail more with him than the Evidence of
Truth. He that Prayeth and Preacheth moft fers
vently is the man that carryeth him away, though
none of his Arguments be truly cogent. If he hear
any bard name againft. any opinion or manner ‘A‘oll'
worfhip, he receiveth that prejudice which tu::;;
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cth him more againft it, than reafon could have
done : fo the bug-bear mame of Herefie, Luthera.
#ifm aud Calvinifm frightneth many a wll-mean-
ing Papift both from the Truth and almoft from h;s
wits: And the names of Popery, Arminianifm, Pre-
lacy, Presbyterianifin, Independancy, évc. do turn
away the hearts of many, from things which they
never sryed or underftood : If a zealous Preacher
do but call any opinion or pra@ice Anticbriftian,
or Idolatroms, it is a more cffc@ual terrour than ¢he
clearct proof. Big and terrible words do move
the paffions, while the underftanding is abufed, or 4
firanger to the caufe; And Paffion is much of theig
Religion.  And hence, alas, is much of the cala-
mity of the Church : Komw. 14.1, 2, 3, 4, Oc.
1Cor. 3.1,2,3, 40 A&, 21.20. Gal. 4. 175 18.

3. But the feeming Chriftian is only zealoks finally
for Himfelf, or zealous abouat the fmaller matters
of Religion, as the Pharifees were for their Cerc-
monicsand traditions; or for his.own inventions,
or fome opinions or wayes, in which his honour
feemeth to be interefled, and pride is the bellows of
his zeal : But as for a holy zeal about the fub.-
fance and praice. of Religion, and that for God
as the fisal caufe, he is aftranger to it. He may
have a zealof God, and of, and for the Law and
Worghip of God as the material canfe,but not a true
zeal for God as the chief final caule. Rom. 10, 5,
2 Sant.21. 2, 2 King. 5o. 16, 4&. 22. 3.

LL A Chriftian indeed can bear the infirmities
of the weak : Though he lve not their weaknefs,
yet he pittyeth it becaule he truly lbvth their .
perfons.  Chrift hath taught him not to break the
bruifedreed, and so gatber the Lambs in bis arms,
and carry shem in bie bofime , and gensly lead

' them

v
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shew that are with young, lfa. g0, 11. & 42.3,
If they have difeafes and diftempers, he fecketh
in tenderncfs to cure them, and not in wrath to
hurt and vcx them. He turneth not the Infants
or fick pcrlons from the family, becaufe they cry
or arc unquict, unclean, infirm and trouble-
fome : but he exercifeth his love and pitty upon
their weaknefles, If they miftake their way, or
are ignorant, and peevith and froward in their
miftakes, he fecketh not to undoe them, but
gently to reduce them. If they cenfure himfelf,
and call him crroncous, heretical, antichriftian,
idolatrous, becaufe he concurreth not with them
in_their miftakes, he beareth it with Love and
paticnce, as he would do the peevith chidings of a
child, or the frowardnefs of the fick. He doth
not lofe his charity, and fet his wit againft a
Child, and aggravate the crimes, and being reviled
revile again ; and fay, you are Schifmaticks, hy-.
pocrites, obftinate, and fit to be fevercly dealt.
with: but he overcometh them with love and pa-
tience, which is the conqueft of a Saint, and the.
happieft vickory both for himfelf and them. Xt is.
a fmall master ta bim so0 be judged of man,y Cor.
4« 3, 4 Heis more: troubled for the weskpeff and

difeafe of the: cenforious, than fer his own being,

wronged by their cenfures, Phil.1. 16, 17,18.
Rom. 15.1,2,3. € 14.2,3. o
2. But the weak Chriftian is readicr to cenfure

others than patiently to bear a cenfure himfelf.

Either he formeth againt the Cenfurers as if they
did him fome unfufferable wrong, ( through

the over-great eficem of himfelf and his reputa-
tion; ) orclfe to efcape the fangs.of cegfure, and.
keep up his repute with them, he complyeth with .

the

”—.
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the cenforious, and overruns his judgement
and confcience to be well fpoken of, and count-
ed afincere and fiedfalt man, Gal., 2. 12, y 3, 14..
3. But the feeming Chriftian is fo proud and
feltith, and wanteth Charity and tendernefs co the
wesk, that he is impatient of their provocati.
ons; and would cure the difeafes of the fexvants
of Chrift, by cutting their thtoats, or ridding the
Countrey of them. If a Child do but wrangle
with-him, he dryeth, Away with him, heis a tron-

blerof the World z He taketh- more notice of one.

of their infirmities, than of all " their graces : yea
he-cin fee nothing but obftinacy and hypocrifie
in them, if they do but crofs him in his opinions;’
or feputdtion, ‘or worldly ends. - Selfithnefs can!
eurn - his Hypoctifie iinto - Maliguity ‘and cruelty, if
once he take them to be againt his intereft, [In.
deedhis intersf can make him patient: He cin
beat withthem that he looketh to gain by : but
not -with them tHat feem to be sgainft him. ‘The:
radical -enmity againft fincerity that was not mr-
tifledbut covevedin his heart will eafily be again’
uncévered, Mark.6.18, 20, 21, 22. Phil.1.15,16.
3 Fobog, o owy o LA TN

“LVY. 1. A Chtiffian indeed isa great eftecnier

of the Unity of the Church, andgrearly averfe 1o all
Didifions amorg Belicvers.  As there is in the naru

ral body an abhorring of difmembring or fcparating
any part from the whole ; fo thereis in the myfii-

cal body of Chrift : . The membcrs«harhavc life
cinnot but feel the (mart of any ‘diftempering at- -
témpt : For abfcifion is deftru@ion: The members
die that are feparatéd from the body. And if ther¢
bebut any obftrndiisn or hindevance' of communisny’:
they will be painfisll or unufefulk.He féeleth in hi'ml}‘

[N ) “e .
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felf the realon of all thofe firi& commands, and
carnclt exhortations, 1 Cor. 1. yo. Now I befeoch
you Brethren, by the name of our Lovd Fefus Chrif,
thas ye all fpeak the fame thing, andshat there be
w0 divifions among yous but shat ye be perfecrly joyn-
ed together in the famte mind, and in she fome
judgement, Phil. 2. 1,2, 3, 4. If there be any com~
[olation in Chrift, if any comfors of love, if any fel-
low(hip of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies™; ful-
fill ye my joy, thas ye be like minded, baving the
fame Love , being of ene accord, of one mind :
Let notbing be done through frife or vain lory 5
but in lowlinefs of mind, les each efteem other better
than tbemfelves. Look mot every man on bis own
things 5 but every man alfo on the things of others,
Ephef 1. 2,3, 4, 5,6, 7. Itherefore the prifoncr
of the Lord befeech you, that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowlineft
and meeknefs, with long.fuffering, ferbearing one
another iy love 5 endeavouring to Reep the Unity of
the Spirit in_the boud of peace. There i one body,
and one fhirit, even asye are called in one bope of
yur calling 5 one Lord, one Faith, one Baptifm,
e God and Father of aB, who s above all, and
through all, and in you all . But unto euery one
of us is given grace according to the meafure of the
gift of Chrift. Read alfo Epbef. 4. 12, 13,14,15,16.
1 Cor. 12, throughout. He looketh at unchari-

tablenefs, and divilions with more abhorrence, than
weak, Chriftians do at drunkennefs or whore-
dom, or fuch other hainous fin. He feareth fuch
dreadfull warnings, as Acts 20. 29, 30. For I
know tbis, thas after my departing (hall grievons
Walves enter in among you, not [paring the flock :
Alfo of your own felves fhall men arife [peaking

' ' K perverfe
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perverfe shings, to. draw away Difeiples after them,
And he cannot flight fuch a vehement exhorta-
.tion, as Rom.16.17,18. Now I befeech you Bye.
thren, mark them which caufe divifions 'amﬂ)ﬂ}ncu,
contrary to the Doctrine which ye bave learped and
avoid-them. For they shat ave fuch ferve wot our
Lord Fefus Chrit, but their omwn belty, and by good
words and fair fpeeches deceive the bearss of - the

fimple. Thercefore he is o far from being a di.
vider bimfelf, thac when he fecth any one making
divifions among _Chriftians, he looketh on him a3
onone thatis flathing and mangling the body of
his deareft friend 5 or as on one that is fetting fire
on his houfe; and therefore doth all that he can
to quenchit: Asknowing the confufion and cala-
‘mity to which it tendeth. He isof a Chriftian,
and therefore of a truly Catbholick fpiric ; thatis, He
maketh not himfelf a member of a divided Paryy
or aSect : He regardeth the intereft and welfase
of the body, the univerfal Church, above the interelt
or profperity of any party whatfoever :  And he
will do nothing for a party which is injurious to -
the whole, or to the Chriftian caufc. The very
names OF Sects and Partics are difpleafing to him;
And he could wifh that there were no name but
that of Cbrytians among us; fave only the necef-
fary names of the cruminal, fuch as that of the Ni-
colaitans, Rev. 2. 6. 15. By which thofe that are
to be avoided by Chnttians muft be known. Chri-.
- fhianity is contined to (o narrow a compafls in the
world, that he ;s unwilling to contradt it yet inio
a narrower. The greatctt party of divided Chriftians;’
whether it be the Greeks or Papifts, is too fmall
a-body for him to take for the Catholick (or Uni-:
verfal) Church: He admireth at the blmducl;si-_
. ~ an
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ifid cruelty of fa&ion, that can make men damn
all the reft of the Church, for the intereft of their
proper fects and takeall thofe as no Chriftians that
arc better Chriftians than themfelves. Efpecially
the Papitts,who unchurch all the Church of Chrift;
except their Sect 3 and make it as neceffary to fal-
vation to be a- fubje of the Pope as tobe a Chri-
fian; and when by their great corruption and
abufes of Chriftianity, they have more need of cha:
vitable cenfures themfelves than almoft any fort of
Chriftians, yet are they the bolde(t candemners of
ill others. The confirmed Chriftian can difference
between the firong and weak, the found and un-
found miembers of the Church, without difmem-
bring any, and without unwarrantable {¢parations’
fom any. He will worlhip God in the pureft
manner he can; and locally joyn with thofe Af-
femblies, where all things. confidered, he may moft
honour God, and receive moft edification ; and will
not fin for communion with any : He will {ufli-
dently diffcrence between a holy orderly Aflembly,
and a corrupt difordered one ; and between an able
hithfull Paitor, and an ignorant or worldly hirc-
lng: And:he defireth chat the Paftors of the
Church may make that due (eparation by the holy
Difcipline of Chrift, which may prevent the peoples
diforderly feparation. But for all this, he will not:
deny his prefence upon juft occafion to any Chri-
fian Congregation thac worfhipeth God in truth,’
though with many modal imperfections, {o be.it
they impofe no fir upon him as neceflary to his'
©ommunion with them. Nor will he deny the:
Biritual communion of faith and Love to thofe that:
he holdeth not local communion with : - Hetknow-!
th thatall our worfhip of God is [infully -imper--

e K 2 fe@s
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that faith, and defire, and love, and zcal, and re-
verence which fhould be manifefted in prayer.
Though he be more apprehenfive than others of
the excellency and necefliy of the holinefs and fpi-
rituality of the foul in worthip ; yet withall he is
more judicions and charitable than the picvith and
paflionate infant Chtrittians, who think that God
doth judge as they do, ard feeth no grace where
they fec none; and taketh all to be fuperftitious or
finatical, that differ from their opinions or manner
of worfhip;or that he is as ready to eall every error
in the method or the words of prayer, Idolatry ox
Wilworfhip, as thofcare that fpcak not what they
they know, but what they have heard fome
Teachers whom they revevence fay before them,
He shas dwelleth in Love, doth dwell in God, and God
i bim, and he that dwellethin God, isliker to be :
belt acquainted with his mind concerning his chil- *
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fet3 and that it is adividing principle to hold,
that we may joyn with none that worfhip God ing
faulty manner: for then we muft joyn with none og
carth : He knoweth that his prefence in the worfhi
of God, is no fign of his approbation of all the fil.
ings of Paflors or peoplein their perfonal or moda
i impcrfe@ions; as long as he joyneth not in a wor.
fhip fo corrupt as to beit flf unacceptable to God,
, While men who are all imperfe& and corrupt are
the worfhippers, the manner of their worthip will
be fuch as they, in fome degree imperfe@ and cor.
supt. The folid Chriftian hath his eye upon af
| ~ the Churches in the world, in the determining of
fuch queftions : He confidercth what worfhip is of-
fered to God in the Churches of the feveral parties
of Chriftians, the Greeks, Armcnians, Abaffines,
Lutherans, &c. as well as what is done in the
Country where he liveth : and he confidereth whe.
ther God difown and reject the worfhip of almoftall
the Churches in the world, or not : For he dare
no further rejeé@ them than God rejeGeth them:
nor will he voluntarily feparate from thofe-Affem
blies where the prefence of Chrift, in his Spirit and
acceptance, yet remaineth, And his fuller acquain-
tance with the gracious nature, office and tendernefy
of Chrift, together with greater Love to his Bre-
thren, doth caufe him in this to judge more gently
than young cenforiousChriftians do. And his humble
acquaintance with his own infirmities, maketh him
i the more compaffionate to others.if he thould think
} that God would rejeck all that order sot, and word
ot their prayers aright, he would be afraid of being
rejected himfelf, who is fiill confcious of greater
l faultinc® in his own prayers, than a meer defe® in
| words and order 5 even of a great defe@ivenels biw
, : \ <hat

dren and his ‘worfhip, than he that dwelleth in
wrath, and pride, and partiality.

3. Buc the weak Chriftian (though fo far as he
hith ‘grace, he is of the fame mind, and abhorreth
difcord and divifion among the flock of Chrift,
yet) being more dark, and felfif, and diftenpered,
he is much more pronc to unwarrantable fepara-
tions and divifions than the fironger Chriftian is,
Heis narrower fighted, and looketh little furthex
than his own acquaintance,and the Country where
he liveth 5 and mindeth not fufficiently the general
fate of the Churches through the world, nor un-
derflandeth well the intereft of Chrift and Chriftia-
nity in the carth. His knowlcdgc and expericnce
being fmall, his charity “alfo is but fmall; and a
litele thing tempteth him to condemn another,
ind aggravate his faults, and think him unwoﬂhoy"‘

K3
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of the communion of the Saints. He is much more
fenfible of the judgement, and affections, and cop-
ceraments of thole few with whom he doth con.
verfe, and that are of his opinion, than of the
judgement and practice, and concernments of the
univerfal Church.  He knoweth not how to pre-
fer the judgements and bolinefs of fome that he think,
cth more excellent than the seft, without much un-
dervaluing and .cenfuring of all others, that are
not of ther opinion: He cannot chufe the actu
local communion of the beft fociety, without {ome
unjult contemnpt of others, or feparation from
them, He hath rot o much knowledge as may
fufhiciently acquaint him with his. ignorance ; And
thexcfore he is apt to be unreafonably confident of
his prefent apprehenfions, and to think yerily that
all his own conceptions are the certain truth; and
to think them ignorant or ungodly, or very weak
at Jeaft that differ from him. For he hath not
throughly and impartially fiudicd all that may be
faid on the other fide, The Authority of his
chofen Teacher and fe@} is greater with him (if
he fall into that way) than the Authority of al|
the moft wife and _holy perfons in-the world be-
fides. What the Scripture fpeaketh of the unbe-
lieving world, he is apt to apply to all thofe of the
Church of Chiift, that are not of his mind and
party :  And when Chrift commandeth us to come
out of the wor/d, he is prone to underftand it of
coming out from the Church into fome (tricter and
narrower fociety ; and is apt with the Papifts, 10
appropriate “the name and priviledges of the
Ghurch, to his party aline, and to condemn all
others. Efpecially if the Church-Govermours be car-
nal and felf feeking or otherwilt very culpable, 3!“1

2 i
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if Difcipline be negleéted, #nd if prophanenefsbe:
not fufficiently difcountenanced, and godlinefs pro=

moted ; he thinketh that fuch a Church-is ne.
Church, but a prophane fociety : God hath taught:
him by repentance to fee the mifchicf of ungodli-
nefs; but he yet wanteth that expericnce which is
needfull to make him know :the -mifchicfs of.
Ghurch-divifions: He had too much:experience
himfelf of the evil of prophanenefs before his cone.
verfion ;. but he hath not tryed the cvil of
Schifin 3 and without fome {ad experience of: its
ftuits, in himfelfor others, he will hardly - know
itas it thould be known. Becaufe it is the cu-
fome of fome malignant enemies of godlinefs, to
call the godly Hereticks, Schifmaticks, factions Se-
ctariey, évc, therefore the very names do come into
credit with him 3 and he thinks there are no fuch
perfonsin the world, or that there is no danger of
any fuch crimes: Till he be taught by fad expe-
tience that the profeffors of fincerity axe in as much
danger on that fideas on the other ; and that the
Church (as well as Chrift) doth fuffer between
two-thieves, the Propbane and the Dividers. Paul
was unjufily calléd the ring-leader of a Se@, Acts
24.5. and Chriltianity called a Herefie and a Sect
every where [poken sgainft, Acts 28. 22. & 24. 14..
But for all that, Herefie is afruit of the fleth, Gal.
5. 20. and fome of them called damnable, 2 Pet.2.x.
and chicy are the tryal of the Church, to difference
the approved members from the chaff, 1 Cor, 11. 19.
And an obftinate Heretick is to be awided by true
Belicvers, Titus 3. 10. And the Pharifees and Sad-
duces are well reputed to be feveral Sects, Acts §.17.
&'15.5.8&26.9.. And dividers and divifions are
jutly branded m Scripture, as aforefaid: There
o K 4 muft
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mult be no Schifim in thbody of Chrift, 1 Cor.1 2.9§.
Thefollowing of feleéled Teackers in a way of di.
vifion from she reft, or oppofition to them, doth fhew
that men are carnal in too great a meafure, though
it 'be not in predominancy as in the prophare,
2Cor, 3.1,2, 3. And I Brethren could not fpeak
#nto you a5 unto firitual | but a5 umto carnal, &
unto babes in Chrift = 1 bave fed you with milk, and
not withmeat ; for bitherto ye were not able tobear
i, neither yet mow are ye able. For ye are yet car-
wal: For wheveas there is among you envying, and
firife, and divifions, are ye uot carnal, and walk &
men ¢ For while one faith, I am of Paul, and ano-
Sher, Tam of Apollo, ave ye not carnal ? How much
more when he that is for Panldoth cenfure and rail
at Cepbas and Apolle 7 He that hath feen the courfe
of men profelling godlinefs in England in this age,
may eafily and fadly know how- prone weak Chri-
ftians arc to unjulk (eparations and divifions, and
what-are the effe@s: He that had heard many
zealous in prayer, and othey dutics, and the next
year fee them turning @uakers, and railing in the
open Congregations at the ableft, holiett, felf-deny-
ing Miniftcrs of Chrit, and at their flocks, witha
[ Come down thou deceiver, thou bireling, thou wolf ;
Yo are all greedy doggs, érc.] and fhall fee how yet
poor fouls run into that reviling and isrationat
Se@, (tofay nothing of all other Seds among us)
will no ‘longer doubt whether the wegk be in-
clinable to Schifim, but will rather lament the
dangcroufhefs of their flation ; and know that all.
is not done whea a finner is convested from an un-
godly flate. Study the reafon of thofe threc texts,
Ephef. 4. 13, 14, 15, 16. For the sdifying the bedy
of Chrift, sill we ol come inthe unity of she faith, and
0
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of the Rnowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfedt
man s unto the meafure of the ftatuve of the fulnefl of
Chrift 5 thas we benceforth be no move childven, toffed
to and fro, and carryed abous with cvery wind of
Dofivine, by the fleight of men, and cunning craftinef
whereby they lye in wait 8o deceive 3 but [peaking
the svuthin Lovemay grow up into bim in 2ll things,
which # the Head, even Chrift : - from whom the
whole body fitly joyned togethet and compadied, by
that which every Joynt fupplyeth, accordimg to the
effeiual working in the meafure of every parr,
maketh increafe of the body, to the Edifying of it felf
in love. Here you fee the children arc apt to be
carryed into dividing partics.  And that they are
apteft to be Proud, and that way to mifcarry, fee
1 Tim. 3. 6. Not anovice (or vaw young Chriftian)
left being lifted up with Pride, be fall into the condem-
nation of the Devil; And then followeth the eflet,
A&. 20. 30. Alfoof your own felves fball mes arife,
fpeaking perverfe things, to draw away Difciples
after thems, 1 would not have yoy groundlefly
accufe any Chriftian with a charge of Pride;
But I'mult tell you, that the childifh Pride of ap-
parel, is a petty bufinefs, in comparifon of that
Pride which many in fordid attire have manifefted,
who in their ignorance do rage and foam our
words of falthood and reproach againit Chrifts
Minifters and Servants, asif they were all fools or
impiow in comparifon of them ; {peaking cvil of
that which they never undertood : The lifting up
the Heart above the people of the Lord, in the -
Pride of fuppofed Holinefs, is incomparably worf,
than Pride of Learming, fonour, greatnefl, wis or
wealth,  Nay ithath oft been to me & matter of
wonder to obferve how little all thofe plein and

: - urgest
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urgent Texts of Scripture,
fion, do work upon many o

ans, who yet are as quickly toucht as any, with a
Texe that fpeaketh againt prophanenefs and luke-
warmne(s. Ina word, they are often of the tem-
per of Famer and Fobu, when they would fain
have had Chrift have reven
pofers by fire from Heaven : 7 bey. kuow mot what
manuer of Spirit they are of , Luk. 9. 55, They.
think venly thatit is a holy zeal for God, when
it is the boiling of paflion, pride and felfithnefs :
They feelnot the fenfe of fuch words as Chritts,
Joh.17.20, 21, 22, 23,24. Lpray alfo for them.
who fhall believe on me, through their word; that
they Al may be ome, " thouy Father ayt in me,

and L in thee, that they alfs may be one in W,
that the World may believe thas thou bap [ens,
me, &c. :

. 3. And as for the feeming Chriftians, in this they
are of (everal forts.  When their carnal inseref}:
lyeth in complyance with the Major part and
fironger fide, then no men do more cry up Uity
and Obedience : what a noife do many thoufand
Papift-Prelates, -Jefuites and Fryers; make with
thefe two ‘words throughout the world. Uity
and Obeditnce (unto them upon their terms) do
tignifis Frincipally tbeir worldly greatnefl, wealth
and power. Bue if the Hypocrite be engaged in
point of honour or other carnal intereft on the fuf-
fering fide, or be out of hope of any advantage, in
the common rode ; then no man is {o much (or fe=
Paration and fingularity ashe. For he muft needs
be noted for fome body in the world, and:this is
the chief way that he findeth to accomplifly i,
And fo being lifted up with pride, be falleth ints

~ the

f the younger Chrifti-

——— e TR |

which cry down Divi..

ged himfelf on his op-:
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the Condemnation of the Devil, and becomes a fire-
i hurch.
braadl‘lr-‘lfhi C A Chriftian indeed is not only zealous
for the Unity and Concord of Belisvers, but he feck-
eth it on the right tevms,and in the way, thatis ]j'it_-
eft to attainit, . Unity, Peace and Concord are 1!:;_
Piety and Honefty, things fo unqueftionably good,
that there are fcarce any men of reafon and .con}-,
mon fobriety, that ever were heard to oppole
them Direétly and for themfelves : And thcrejorca 1
that are enemies to them arc yet pretenders to
themn ; and oppofc them 1.In their caufes only, 2.0¢
covertly and under fome other nante. E.vcl:y-mm.
would have Unity, Coucord and Peace in his qn;n
way and upon his own terms : But if the right
terms had been underflood and Conﬁnted.to as futh-
cient, the Chrftian world had not lain fo many
hundred yearsin the fin and (hamte and rume.cb as 1t
hath done. And the caufe of all is, that Chrifti- ﬁ
ans indeed , that have clear confirmed ]u:{gemn_ns.
and ftrength of grace, are veryfew; and for nun;.‘
ber and firength unable to perfwade (f)rwo}\lrcnu ;
the weak, the paffinate and the fallchearte
worldly hypocritical mulmudc;. who bﬁ;fu down
all.the cpunfels and endeavours of the wi c}.] .
" The judiciows faithful Chriftian know;:t , tha
there are three degrees or forts of Chrif tan Cov;:-
munion, which have their feveralterms: b[T c
sniverfal-church Communion, which all Chriftians
as fuch muft hold among themfelves. 2. Particu-
lar Chburch-communion, whi;h ghofc tha.t adre co?-
joyned for perfinal Communion in Worfhip do hold
under the fame Paftors and among themfelves.
3. The extraordinary intimate commumonb that
tome Chriftians hold together, who areﬁ:{ozc
3 , i
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Friends, or are fpecially ‘able and fit to be helpful
and comfortable to each other.

The laft concerneth not our prefent bufines :
we mult hold Church-communion with many that
are unfit to be our bofome friends, and that have
no emnency of partsor piety, or any ftrong-per-
fwading evidence of fincerity. But the terms of
Catholick, Commimion, he knoweth, are fuch as
thefe. 1. They muft be fuch as were the terms of
Chuarch- Communion in the dayes of the Apoftles.
2. They muft be fuch as are plainly and certainly
exprefled in the holy Scriptures. 3. And fuch as
the Univerfal Church hath in fome ages fince been
aQuallyagrecd in. 4. And thofe points are likeft
to be fuch, which all the differing ‘parties of Chri
ftians are agreed in as Neceffary to Communion to
this day (fo we call not thofe Chriftians that deny
the cffentials of Chriftianity ) s, Every man in the
former ages of the Church was admitted to this
Catholick Church-communion, who in the Ba tifmal
Vow or Covenant,gave up bimfelf to God, the }’Eatbcr,
Son and Holy Ghoft ; as his Creator, Redeemer and
San&ifier, his Owner, Governonr and F ather, re-
souncing the flefb, the world and the pevil. And
more particularly, as man hath an Underflanding, a
Will and an executive power, which muft all be
fan@ified to God, {o the Creed was the particular
Rule for the Credenda or things to be Belisved, and
the Lords Prayer for the Petends ox things to be
Villed, Loved and Defired, and the Ten Com-
mandments for the agenda or things to be done :
fo that to Confent to thefe Rules particularly, and
to all the Holy Scriptures implicitly and generally,
was the thing then required to Catholick Commu-
nion. The belief of the dodlrine being neceMary

: o for

Sonnd Confirmed Chriflian. 141

for the fandiifying of the beart and life, the Belief of
fo much is of Neceffity, without which the Heare
cannot be fandtified, or devoted in Covenant to
God our Creator, Redcemer and Regenerater ;
and without which we cannot Love God ( as re-
conciled to us in Chrift ) above all, and our neigh-
bours as our felves. So that, in @ word, he that
can tell what the Baptifmal Vow or Covenant is,
can tell what is neceffary to that Casbolick Church
communion, which bclongeth to Chriftians as Chrie
ftians, at how great a diftance focver they dwell
from one another.

And then for Particular Church-communion ,
which islocal and perfonal, it is moreover neceffary,
1. That ecach member acknowledge and fubmie’
to the fame Paftors. 2. That they be guided by
them in the convenient circurnflances and adjunés

* of Worfhip: For if fome perfons will not confent

or fubmit to the fame Paftors that the body of the
Church confenteth and fubmiteth to, they cannot
have communion particularly and locally with that
Church, nor are they members of it 5 no more
than they can be members of the fame Kingdom
that have not the fame King : And there being no

‘folean worfhip performed bur by the Miniftry

of thofe Paftors, they cannot joyn in the worfbip
that joyn not with the Miniffer. And if fome
members will not confent and fubmit to the necef~
fary determination of the adjun&@s or external
modes of worfhip, they cannot joyn in local, par-
ticular Church-communion where that Worfhip is
performed : Asif the Paftor and the body of the
Church will meat in fuch a place, at fuch a day
and bour, and fome members will not meet with
them gt chae place and day and bowr, they cannot

poflibly
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- poflibly then have their loca) perfonal com-

munion. Or if the Patior will ufe fuch a Tran-

Jlasion of the Scriptures, or fuch 2 Verfiom of

the Pfalms, or fuch a Method jn Preaching and
Praysr, or fuch Notes or books and other like
helps ; if any members will not fubmit , nor
hold Communion with the reft, unlefs that Tran.
flation, or Verfim, or Method of Preaching, or
Praying, or Notes or Booksbe laid afide, he can-
not bave Communion while he vefufeth i, If
the Paffor and all the reft will not yield to
him, he muft joyn with fome other Church thae
he can agree with.  And as long as the Catholick,
Church communion is maintained ( which confift-
ethin Uity of the Chriftian-covenant, or of Chri-
Rianity,or of Faith, Love and Obedience ) the diffe-
rence of modes and circumftances between particu-
lar Churcbes mult be allowed without any breach
of Charity or without difowning one another ;
And he that cannot be a member of oxe particulay
Church, may quictly joyn himfelf to another with-
out condemning that which he diffenteth from,
fo far as to hinder his Catholick, Communion with
1t5 (even as among the Papifts, men may be of
which Ordir of Religious perfons they beft like, as
long as they fubmit to their Geperal Govern-
ment.) And hexe the fhrong judicious Chriftian for
his pare will ncver be guilty ‘of Church-divitions :
For, 1. He will make nothing neceflary to Church-
communion, which any fiber, pious, peaceable minds
thall have any jut reafon 1o €Xcept againft, or
which may not well be manifefied to be for the
Edification of the Cburch : 2. And he will bear
with the weak diffenters fo. far as will fland
with the peace and wellare ¢f the Chugch. 3. And
: he
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vhe will particularly give leave to fuch weak ones
a8 cannot yet hold communion with him, being
peaceable, and not -promoting herefie, ungodlinefs
or (cdition to joyn to anothex Church  where
they cen hold communion, with peace to their
own Confciences : -as long as they continue thejx
forefaid Catholick-communion. For the frong know
that they muft not only [bear with] but [bu}] the
infirmities of the weak , andnot 10 pleafe themfelyes,
but every one of them to pleafe bis neighbour for good
so edification,For even Chrift pleafed nos bimfelf.———
And (o they will receive one another, a5 Chrift
alfo veceived M 10 the glory of God, mnot defpifing
the weak, nor rejedling them that God receiverh,
Rom.15.1,2,3,7. & 14. 1, 2, 3 4y 17,,18. And thus
you may fee how eafie amatter it were to unite
and reconcile all the Chriftian World, . if the prin-
ciples of the judicions confirmed Chriftian might be
reccived and prevail 5 and that i¢ is not he that is
the caufe of the abundance of fiz and calamity
which divifions have caufed, and continued in the
Church.  But that which now feemeth an impof-
fible thing may quickly and eafily be accomplith- -
ed if all were fuch as he : And that the diffculty
of reconciling and uniting Chriftians, lyeth not
fsltin findingous the terms, but in making men
fit to receive and practice the terms from the be-
ginning seceived by the Churches : This is Liri-
neufis his Quod femper, ubiqy & ab omnibss receprum
ot ( (uppoling fill that the Magifirate be fub-
mitted to by every foul, even as he is the keeper of
both tatles, Rom. 13. 1,2, 3.)
- 2. But the weak Chriftian is too eafily tempted
to be the divider of the Church, by expeéing that
it be united upon his-impoffible or wurighsecus scrms.
; Sometime

—
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Sometime hie will be Orthodox overmuch, or rather
wife in b3 own conceit, Rom. 12. 16. and then
none are judged fit for his communien that be not
of his opinion, in controverted Do&rinals (. g
predeftination, the manner of the work of grace,
freewill, perfeverance, and abundance fuch: )
fomecime he will be righteous overmuch, or ( to
fpcak more properly ) fuperflitions : And then none
arc fit for his communion, that Worfhip not God
in that method and manner for circumftantials,
which he efteemeth bett : And his charity is fo
weak, that it frecth him not from thinking evil,
1 Cor. 13. and o narrow that it covereth not ci-
ther many or great infirmitics. . The more need
he hath of the forbearance and charity of others,
the le(s can he bear or forbear others himfelf. The
@iromg Chriftian muft bear the infirmities of the
weak; but the weak Chriftian can fearce bear with
the weak or firong : Nay he is oft too impatient
with fome of their virtwes and duties, as well as
with their infirmities. He is of too private a fpi-
vit, and tooinfenfible of the publick intereft of the
Church of Chrift. And thercfore he muft have
all the World come over to him, and be con-
formed to his opinion and party, and unite upon
his miftaken narrow terms if they will have Com-
munion with him : I mean, it is thus with him
when the temptation on that fide prevaileth. And
fometime he is overcome with the temptation of
Domination, to make his judgement the Rule to
others : and then he quite overvalueth his own
underftanding, and will needs be judge of all the
controverfics in the Church ; and taketh it as
unfufferable, if wifer and Better men do not take
him as infallible and in every thing obferve hln‘s
will,

covetous Fudas’s of his own family :
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will. And when his bsethren give him the reafon

-of their diffent, as hisjudgement is not clear enough
to undesftand them; o his pafion and parriality
are .too firong to fuffer his judgement to do ifs
part.  And thuy oft-times he is a greater hinde-

rance to the Churches Uwity, than the enemics. pf
the Church themfelves :  For he hath not judge-
ment.enough to gide him the right way, and yee
he hath {o much =eal as will not fuffer him to
keep his errours to himfelf.

3. And all thele ditempers that are but in a
lower degreein the weak Chriftian, are predomi-
nant in the Hypocrite. The Church fhall have no
concord or peace if he can hinder it, but what is
confiftent with his carnal intereft, his honour, or
wealth, or dignityin. the world. ‘The pride and
coyetoulnelgowhich, sule himfelf, he would have
to. make the terms of concord, and to tulg all
gthers.  I¢ is Hypocrites in.the Chyech that -are
the greateft caufe of, diord and divifions 3 having

[lfip Birits, pringiples and’ ends, and having .als

‘Waies awork of sbeir own todo, which fuits.fngt
§

well with the work \of Chrift; and yet Chyi
work muft be fubjoGied to it,and ordered and oyegs
ruled byit. Andiwhile they pretend to go tothe
Scriptures, .or - ¢o Coungils or Fathers for theix
reafons, indeed they go firlk for them to theig
worldly intereft; and then would fain hirc or prefs
the Scyipture, Chyrch or Fathers to fexve their surn,
and come in as witnefles on their fide. And thus
the Church, as well as Chrift, is betrayed by the
And the
fexvants ot the world,the flefh and Devil, that take
up the livery of Ghrift, and ulurp .the name and.
honour of Chriftians, do more;effeétually hinder the
L concord
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toncord and profperity of the ‘Church, than ariy
open enemies do:~ And thofe ‘that are indeed wo
Chriftians, d6 caufe Chriftidnity tG be reproached :
Even as Spies and Traitors ¢hat are hired by the

enery to take up arms in ‘the Army which- they |

fight againft, chac they may betray it by theig
fraud, and do more harm to it, by raiting mutinies,
-and by falfe condu@, than a multitude of profefled
"éntmics could have done. It is prowd, and worldly
carnal Hypocrites, that hinder moft the concord of
‘Believers. - SRR S

- LUV. 1. Aconfirmed Chriftian is of a peaceable
fpirit. He is wot matterly, domineering, turbulent,
“hurtfall, cruell, feditious, fa&ious, or contentiou,
‘Heis like ripened fruits, thac até smellow and fweet,
‘when the younger, greencr fruits are fowre and
barfh. He is not wife in bis owu conceit Rom.12.16.
and' therefore not over urgent in obtruding ‘his
‘tonceits on others, nor quatrelfome with all that
cannot enteitain them; nor will he eafily lay meng
fhlvation or dimuation’ nn hot the Chirches peace,
upon'them. ' Heis kindly affeBivhed 1o otbers with
Lrotherly love, ‘yea,-loverh bia -aeigbbonr as bimfelf,
Rom. t2.10.8v3: 9, 16. And therefore he dothi
#v others as-hewonldhey (houldds te hin 5 and ufeth
them as he woild beufed by them : And then how
far they are like tofutter by him; you may ealily
jadge. For Live workrth ‘w0 illto his neighbour,
Rom -13.v6+" He is sbove the portion: of the
worldling, and'a*contémnes of that vanity which
carnal men account their felicity 3 and thereforehe
preferreth love and quietn: s bifore it, and can Ife
bis right when the interett of Love and Peace te-
quireth it, 'He is become as a Iittfe child in his
converhior, Mutth, 18 3. anlis low and li(‘tlc}m
b : s
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his own eyes, and therefore contendéth not for fi~
periority or preheminence, cither in place or power,
or reputation.of his learning, wifdom or piety ; but
in bonour preferresh gthers before himfelf, - Rom.
12. 10. He mindeth not bigh things, but condefcend-
eth to men of low eftate, Rom. 12. 16, and:thore-
fore will not contend for etimation or precedency;
nor {crambleto bie higheft, though he rifz by the
ruines of mens bodics and fouls, If it be poffible,
& much a5 lyeth in bim, be will live peaceably with
all men, Rom. 12.18. For he is not onc that by
word or deed will avenge bimfelf; but when the
wrath of others is up like a bluftring florm ba givesd
placesoit; he. boweth before it, or goethrout: of
the way, Rom. 12.a9. If bis énomy bunger: befeed-
tth bim; if be whirft, be givesh bim drink;, when
oppreflors would deprive niot only an enemy,:- but
the righteows of their meac\andidrink : add chus
he melteth his hardened encinies, by heaping-kind-
neffes upon: them when they are wrachfill, “and
proud, and contentious, and'do him wron g ot ufe
provoking werds againft him " he is not svercome of
their cvil to imitate them, but he overcoserk their
evil with his good, Row. 12. 20, 21. If God ‘have
given him more knowledge and abilicies” thdn
others, he doth not prefently fet up himfelf to be
admired for it, nor {peak difdainfully nd 'con-
temptuoufly of thofe that are not of his rhind :
But he fheweth the eminency of - his wifdom, with
meeknefl by the works of @ good’ converfation, and by
doing bester than the unwifer do, Fames 3, from
verfe1. to 13. Heis endued with the wifdom from
sbove, which is firft pure, then peaceatle, gentle, eafte
to be emtreated, full of mercy and good fruit, wishs
WE partiality (or wavering in perfecution, as

3 Dr,

v
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. Dr. Hammond tenders it Jand witbout bypocrifie.And
thus thefruit of righteoufirefs ie fown in peace of them
that make peace, Jam. 3. 17,18. Ashe is tanght of
God to lyve his brother, 1 Thef. 4.9. So that fame
teachihg with experiénce of the effc@s affureth
him, that they that pretend to be sifer and better
than others, when they bave bistev, envious zeal and
fivife-ids their bearts, they vainly glory and lie againgt
the tyush. This wifdom defcendeth not from above, bus
v carthly, fenfual and devilifh. For where envying
and. rife is, there it confufion and every evil work ,
Jimes 3..14, 15,16. ( Read but thefiory of the
Jewith Zealots in. Fofepbse, and the heretical Zea-
lots in all ages of.the Church, ard you will per-
ceive the truth of this) when fuch quarrelfome
fpitits are filling the Church with contentions or
vexations about their meets, and drinks, and daies,
¢, the Chriftian indeed underltandeth chat the

Kingdow of God confifteth not of fuch things as

!hdé, but in rigbteoufuefs, and peace, and joy in the

“Holy Ghoft; and be that inthefe shings fervesb Chrift,

¥ acceptable to God, and approved of (wife and

{ober) -men.  Therefore he followeth ~after things

which make for peace, and tbings wherewith oue

may edifie’ another 5 and will not for mears, &c. de-

firoy the work of God, Rom. 14. 17, 18, 19, 20.

He ftayeth not till peace be offered him,or brought
home to him, but be followeth peace with all men,
as well as bolineft, Heb. 12, y4. 1f it Af from him,

he purfueth it ;. if ic be denied him, he feeketh i,

and will not refule to oop to the poorett for it,
and tobeg it of his inferiours, if it were upon his
kneces, rather than be denied it, and live an un-

peaceable difquiet life, Pful. 34.14. For he be-
licveth, that Flefled are the Peace-makers, for rbe‘};
‘ ' fha

T
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fpall be called she children of God, Matth. s..9.
2. And the weak Chriftian hath the fame fpirit,
‘and therefore the love of peace is molt predominant
in him ; But alas heis too cafily tempted into Re-
ligious paffions, difcontents, contentious difputa-
tions, quarrclfome and opprobrious words ; and
his judgement lamentably darkened and perverted
whenever contentious zeal prevaileth, and paffions
do perturb the quict and orderly operations of his
foul.He wantcth both the knowledge and the expe-
rience and the melldwnefs of fpirit, which riper
Chriltians have attained : He hathalefs degree of
Charity, and is lefs acquainted with the mifchicfs of
unpeacesblencfs: And therefore it is the common
courle of young profeflors, to be eafily tempted
into unpeaceable waies : and when they have long
tryed them (if they prove not Hypocrites) to come
off at lalt upon experience of the evils of them ,
and fo the young Chriftians conjun& with fome by-
pocrites make up the rigorous, fierce, contentious
and vexatious party, and the aged riper Chriftians
make up the holy, moderate, healing party, that
groan and pray for the Churches peace, and moura
in fecret both for the ungodlinefl and vislence which
they cannot heal.  Yea the difference is much ap-
parcnt in the Books and Sermons which each-of
them is beft plealed with. The vipe experienced
Chriftian loveth thofe Sermons that kindle Love,
and tend to Peace ; and love fuch healing Books as
do narrow differences, and tend to recoacile and
heal (fuch as Bithop Halls Peacc-maker, and Pax
tervis, and all his writings ; and Bithop Davenants,
Bithop Mortons, and Bithop Hall’s Pacificatory
Epiltles to Duress, and Mr. Burroughs’s Irenicon,
Ludov.Crocius, Amyraldws, Funius,Pareus’s,and many
' Ls other
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other. Irémicons written by forein Divines, to fay
nothing of thofe that-are upon fingle controver-
fies. .. But the younger fowre uncharitable Chri-
{tians are better pleafed with fuch Books and Ser-
mgpns 3s.call them aloud to be very zcalons for this
or t;hatcontrovcrted. point of Do@rine, or for or
againf} fome circumttance of worthip or Church
dilcipline, or about fome fathions, ox cufioms, or
indifferent things, asif the Kingdom of God were
in ther, Row, 14, 1, 2, 15, 16.
* 3. But the feeming Chriftian is either a meer
temponzer, that will be of that Religion whatever
it be which is moft in fathion, or which the higher
powers are of or which will colt him leaff : Or elfe
- hewill run into the other extyeam,and [ift up him-

fclf by affecied fingularities, and by mak g a bufile

and fhir in the world about fotne fmall and contro-

verted point, and careth not to facrifice the peace

and fafety of the Church, to the honour of hisown

opinions.  And as fwallas the Chriftian Church is,

he muft be of a fmaller fociety than it, that he may

befure to be among(t the beft; while indeed he
hath no fincenty acall, but placeth his hopes in
being of the right Church or Party, or Opinion :

Andfor bis Party «r Church, he burneth with a

feverifh kind of zcal, and is ready 10 call for fire
from Heaven; and tp deccive him, the Devil fend-
eth him fome from Hell, to confume thofe that are
ot of his mind : Yec dochrhe bring if as an Angel
of ight to defend the Tuth and Church of Chrah:
And'indeed when the Devil will be thesDefender of
Truth, or of the Church, or of Peace, or Ordfr, o
Piety, he doth it with the moft burning zeal : You
may knov hin by the means he' ulcth, He de-
fendeth ske Church by torbidding the people to
) ' "~ 1ead

T , e
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read the Scriptures in a known tongue, and b
imprifoning and burning the foundcft and holicft
members of it, and abufing the moft learned faich-
full Paftors, and defcndeth the flock by cafting out

the Shepherds, and fuch like means; as the mur-
ders of the Waldenfes, and the Maffacres of France

Maries Bonefires, and the Powder plot; yea and
the Munfter, and the Englifb rage and phrenfies,

Holinefs, nox Charity to, be zealous for, will be zea-

And then this zeal muft be the evidence of his pie-
ty : and {o the Inquifitors have, thought they have
rcligioully ferved God, by murdering his fexvants 5

by irrehigious Hypocrites.  There is no flandirg
before the malicious zeal of a graceles Phanifec,
when it rifeth ‘up for -his carnal intereft, or the
bonour, and sraditions; and cuftoms of his Se@, Luk,
6.7. Audtheywore filed with maduefs, and com-
muned with one another what they wight do to Fefus,
Luke 4.28. Ads 5. 17. & 13. 45. Jobu 16. 2,
Rom. yo 2. Phil. 3.6. Aéis 26. 10, 11. The zcal
of a true Chriftian confumeth himfelf with grief to
fee the madnefs of the wicked: But the zeal of
the Hypocrite confumeth others, that by the light of

the Chrifliaps fervent Love to God, by the fervent

may fee the fervent Love of the Hypocrite, by the
flames which he kindleth for othersy By thefe he

2King.10.16.2°am. i1.2. Li LV ik

and Ireland, and the Spanifh 1aquifition,and Queen
may give you fuller notice of : He that hathno

lous for his Church, or Seét, or Cuftams, ox Opinions. .

and it is the badge of their honour to be the Devils
hang ‘men, to exctute his malice on the members .
of Chrift; and all this is done /in. zeal for Religion

the fire his Religioufne(s may b feen: You may fee.

flames which he can fuffer for his.fake : And you.

cryech with Febu, Come and fee my zeal for the Lyr/.

e i

- Al




152 The Charaller ofa

L V. 1. A Cbriftian indeed is bne that moft bigh-
ly efteemeth aud regardeth the intereft of God and
mens falvation in the world ; and taketh all things
elfe to be inconfiderable in comparifon of thefe,
Theintereft of Great men, and Nobles, and Com-
manders s yea and bis own in corporal refpe@s, as
riches, honour, health and life, he taketh to be
things unworthy to be named in competition with
the interelt of Chrift and Souls. The thing that his

heart is moft fet uponin the world, is that God

be glorified, and thatthe world acknowledge him
their King, and that his Laws be obeyed, and that
darknefs, and infidelity, and ungodlinefs may be
caftouts and that pride,and worldlinefs, and flefh-
ly lufis may not hurry the milerable world unto
perdition. It is one of the faddeft and moft amazing
thoughts that ever entreth into his heart, to con-
fider how much of the world is overwhelmed in
ignorance and wickednefl, and how great the King-
dom of the Devil is in comparifon of the Kingdom
of Chrift ; that God thould forfake (6 much of his
Creation: that Chriftianity thould fiot be owned
in above the fixth part of the world; and Popith
prideand ignorance, with the corruptions of ma-
ny other Se@ts, and the worldly carnal minds of
Hypocrites, thould rob Chrift of fo much of this
little pare, and leave him fo fmalla flock of holy
ones, that mult poffefs the Kingdom. His foul con-
fenteth to the Metbod of the Lords Prayer, as pre-
feribing us the order of our Defires:  And in his
praytrs he feeketh firt (in order of cftimation and
Intention ) the Hallowing of Gods name, and the
comting of bis Kingdom, and the doing of his Will on
Earth a it is done in Heaven, before his daily bread,
or th‘ciardm of his fius, cr the deliverance of his

- own
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own foul from temprations and the evil one. Mark
him in his prayers, and you fhall find that he is,
above other men taken up in earneft petitions for
the Converfion of the Heathen and Infidel world, and
the undeceiving of Mahometans, Jews and Hore-
ticks, and the clearing of the Church from thofe

apal tyrannies, and fopperics and corruptions,
which make Chriftianity hateful or contempti-
ble in the eyes of the Heathcn and Mahometan
world, and hinder their Converfion. No man fo
much lamenteth the Pride, and Covetoufnefs, and
Lazinefs, and Unfaithfulnefs of the Paftors of the
Church, becaufe of the doleful confequents to the
Gofpel,and the fouls of men;and yet with all poffible
honor to the ficred office which they thus prophane.
No man {o heartily lamentcth the contentions and
divifions among Chriftians, and the dolcful defiru-
&ion of charity thereby:It grieveth him to fee how
much felfithne(s, prideand malice prevaileth with
them that fhould fhine as lights in a benighted
world, and how obftinate and uncurable they feem
to be, againft the plaincft means, and humbleft mo-
tions, for the Churches edificationand peace, Pfal,
120.6,7. & 122.6. Phil. 2. 1, a3, 3, 4. Pfal.
119. 136. Zph. 3. 18. Ezk 9.4. Pfal. 69. 9.
Job.2. 17. He envieth not Kings and Great men
their dominions wealth or pleafure ; nor is he at
all ambitious to participate in their tremendous
exaltation : Bue the thing that his heart is fet up~
onis, that the Kingdows of the World may all be-
come she Kingdoms of the Lord, Rev, 11.15. and
that the Gofpel may cvery where have free courfe
and be glovified, and the Preachers of it be encou-
raged, or at lealt delivered fiom unreafonable wicked
men, 2 Thef 3. 1, 2. Little careth he who is up-.
permolt
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permoft or conquercth in the world, or who goeth
away with the preferments or riches of the carth
(fuppofing that he fail not of bis duty to bis Rulers )
{5 that it may go welt with the affiirs of the
Gofpel, and fouls be but helped in the way to
Heaven. Let God be honoured, and fouls con-
verted and edified, and he is fatisfied. . This is it
that maketh the Times good in his account : He
thinketh not as the proud and carnal Church of
Rome, that the Times arc bett when the Clergy s
richeft and greateft in the world, and overtop
Princes, and claim the fecular power, “and live in
worldly pomp and pleafures : .Bur. when holinefs
moft aboundeth, and the members of Chrift are
like@t to their Head, and when mulritudes of {in-
cere believersaredaily added to the Church; and
when the Mercy and: Holinefs of God thine forth,
in the Numbers and Purity of his Saints. It is no

Riches or Honour that can be heaped upon himfelf -

or any others, thac make the Times feem good to
him, if Knowledge and Godlineff are difcountenan-
ced and hindered, and the way to Heaven is made
more difficult 5 if Atheifm, infidelity, ungodlinefs,
pride and malignity do prevail; and truth and fin-
cerity are drives into the dark, and when be that
departeth from evil maketh bimfelf 4 prey, Ifa,
59. 15. When the godly man ceafeth, and the faith-
ful fail from among the children of men, when
every man [peaketh vanity to bis weighbour, and the
- poor are oppreffed, and the needy figh, and the wicked
walk on cvery fide, when the vilift men are exalt-
ed, Plal. 12.1,2,5,8 The Times are Good,

when the Men are good ; and Evil when the Men -

arc evil, be they never {o great or profperous.. As
Nehentiah when he was Cup bearer to the King
' himfx\f,
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him({elf, yet wept and mourned for the defolations
of Ferufalem, Neb. 1.3, 4.6 2.2,3. Whoever
profpereth, the Times are ill when there is a famine
of the Wordof tbe Lord, and when the chitf of the
Pricfts and people dy sranfgrefl, and mock Gods
meffengers , and defpife bie words, and mifufe his
Prophets, 2 Chron. 36. 14, 16. Amos8. 11, 12.
When the Apoftles arc charged to (peak no more in
the name of Chrift, A&. 4.18. & 5. 40. It is atext
enough to make one tremble, to think into whata
defperate condition the Jews were carryed by a
partial felfith zeal | 1 Thef 2.15, 16. who both
killed the Lord Fefus, and their own Propbets, and-
bave per fecuted #s,and they pleafe ust God,end are con-
travyto all men 5 forbidding e to fpeak to the Gentiles
that they might be faved; o fill uptheir fin alway:
for the wrath is come wpon them to the uttermoft.
When theintereft of themfrlves and their own Na-
tion and Priefthood did (0 far blind and pervert
them, that they durft perfecute the Preachers of the
Golpel, and forbid them to fpeak 1o the people thar
they map be faved, it was a fign that werath was come
uponthem to the uttermoft : A Chriftian indeed had
rather be without Fereboams Kingdom, than make
Ifrael sofin,8 make che bafeft of the people Pricfts, and
firetchk ost bis band aganft the Prophet of the Lord,
1 King.12. 30, 31. & 13. 4. He had rather labour
with his hands; as Parl, and live in poverty and
rags, o that the Gofpel may be powerfully and
plentifully preachied, and holine(s abound, than
to live'in all the profperity of the world, with
the hinderance of mens falvation.  He had rather
be a dpor-keeper in the houfe of God, than be
a'Led in the Kingdom of Satan : He cannot
rifc by the ruincs of the Church, nor feed upon

: thole
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thofe morfels that are the price of the blood of fouls,
3. And the weakeft Chriftian isin all chis of the
famemind ; faving that private and felfify interctt
is not {o fully overcome, nor (o eafily and refolutely
denyed, Luk, 14. 26},{33. ' , :

. But here the Hypocrite theweth the fallenefs
of hishcart :His own intereft is it that choofeth
his Religion ; and, that he may not torment himfclf
by being wicked in the open light,he maketh himfelf
believe that whatfoever is mott for his own intereft,
is mof} pleafing unto God, and moft for the good
of fouls, and the intereft of the Gofpel ; fo that the
carnal Romith Clergie| can perfwade their Confei-
ences, that all the darknefs and fuperttitions of cheir
Kingdom, and alltheir Oppofition of che light of
the Gofpel of Chrift,do make for the honour of God
and the good of fouls, becaufe they uphold their
tyranni¢, wealthand pomp and pleafure, Or if
they cangot perfwade their Confciences to b-lieve
fo grofs a lye, let C burch and Souls fpeed how
they will, they will favour nothing that favoureth
not their interelt and ends : And che intereft of
the flefr and [pirit, of theworldand Chrift, are fo
repugnant, that commonly fuch worldlings take
the fcrious pra@ice of Godline(s, for the moft hate-
ful thing, and the ferious pra&ifers of it, for the
moft unfufferable ‘perfons, 4. 7.57. & a1. 36.
€ 22.22. & 24.5,6, Job.19. 15 The enmity
of interefts, withthe enmity of nature, between the
Womans and the Serpents feed, will maintain that
warfare to the end of the world, in which the
Prince of the powers of darknefs, thall feem to

'grcvail, (as he did againft ous Crucitied Lord:)

but he thall be overcome by his own fucceffes, and
the jult (hall conquer by paticnce when they feem
- molt
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moft conquered. The name and form, and image
of Religion, the carnal hypocrite doth not only
bear; but favewr, and himfclf accept : But the Life
and feriom pradice he abhorseth, as inconfifient
with his worldly intcxeft and ends. For shefe he
can ‘find in his heast, with 4bab to hate and im-
prifon Micaeisb, and preferr his four hundred flat-
tering Prophets, 1 King. 22. 6, 8,24,27. If Ls-
ther will touch the Popes Crown and the Fryers
Bellics, they will not (cruple to Oppofe and ruine,
both him and all fuch Preachers in the World, if
they were able, Foba 11. 48. 50. 4ds 5. 28.

LVI. 1. A4Chriftian indeed is one whofe Holi-
#eff ufvally maketh him an eyefore to the ungodly
world, and his charity, and peaceablenefl, and mode-
ration makcth him to be cenfured as not flridd
enovgh, by the fuperflitious and dividing fe&s of
Chnftians. For fecing the Church hath fuffered
between thefe twoforts of oppofers, cver fince the
fuffering of Chrift himfelf, it cannot be but the
folid Chrifian offend them both, becaufe he hath
that which both diflike.  All the ungodly hate him
for his kolinef, which is crofs to their intere® and
way; and all the Dividers will cenfure him for
that wiiverfal chavity, and moderation which is
againft their fa@ious and deftroying zeal (defcric
bed, Fam.3.) EvenChrift himfelf 'was not @irick
enough (in fupexfltitious obfexvances ) for the
cercmonious, zealous Pharifees : He sranfgreffed
(with his Difciples) the sradition of the Elders, in
nagle@ing their obfervances, who tranfgrefled the
commindment of God by their tradition, Mas:b.
15.2, 3. He was not firi@ enough in their un-
charitable obfcevation of the Sabbath day, Massb.
12.2; fobn that was eminent for fafling, ;h:y
. ad,
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faid, bad a Devil : The Son of man'came eating and
drivking, and they [y, Bebold a man gluttonots and o
wine bibter, i friend of Publicans and finners : But
wifdom is jubfied of ber Children, Mat, 11, 18, 19.
And the weak: Chrithans, Rom, 14. 1, 2, 3. did
cenfure thofe that durft.cat thofe meats and do
thofe things, which they conceived to be unlawfyl ;
They that erre themfelves, and make God a Sey-
vice which he never appuinted, will cenfareall as
lukewarm, or temporizers, or wide: confcienced
men, that erve not with them, and- place not their
Religion in fuch fuperttitious obfervances, as Touch
not, tafte not, bandle not, &c. Col. 2.18, a1, 28,23,
And the raw cenforious Chriftians. are off:nded
with the Charitable Chriftian, becaufe he damneth
not as many. and as readily as they, and (hutteth
not cnow out of the number pf believers, and
judgeth not rigoroufly enough of their wayes. In
a word, he is taken by onc-fort to be too -firid,
and by the other to be too complyant or indiffcrent
._in Religion, becaufe he placeth not the Kingdom
“of Gad in meats and dayes, and fuch like cireum-
@ances, buc-inrighreoufnefl; peace and joy in tbe Holy

Gboft, Rom. x4 1'5, 16, 177. And as Paul withftood

Peter to bis. fuge, for drawing men to make feruple
or confcience of things lewful, Gal. 2. 11, 12, 13.
fo is the found Chriltian wirhftood by .the fupertti-
tious; for set. makimg foruple of lawful chings,
© 2. Andithewbeak Chriffidn is in the fame cafe,
folong as. hetolloweth prudent, pious, charitable
guides : Butif he be taken in the foares of. fupex-
ftition, he pleafcth the fuperfitious party, though
he difplealc the World. S
3. And Whereas the folid Chriftian will got flix
an inch from truth. and duty, to efcape cith;x th;
are
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“batyed of the wicked, or the bittereft cenfures of the

Se@ary- or the weak ; the Hypocrite muft needs
have one dpan_y on his fide : For if both condemn
him, and neither applaud him, he lofeth his pe-

-culiarreward, Matth. 6. 2,5. & 23.5, 6, 7,'8.

+ L VIL 1. The confirmed Chriftian doth unde-
fland the neceffity of a faithful Miniftry, for the
fafety of the weak, (as well as the converfion of
the wicked ) and for the prefervation of the in-
tereft of Religion upon earth ! And therefore no
perfonal unworthine(s of Minifters, nor aoy calum-
nies of enemies 5 can make him think or fpeak

difhonourably of that facred office : But he re-

verenceth it as ‘inflituted by Chyilt; and though
he loaths the fuftifoneff and wickedncff of thofe that
run bifore they'are fent, and are urterly infuffici-
ent or ungodly, and take it up for a Living or
Trade only, 4 they would a common work, and
ate Sonsof Belial that know not the Lord, and caufe
the offering of the Lard to be abborved, 1 Sam. ».
2, 17. Yet no fuch temptation fhall overthrow
his reverence %o the office, which ‘is the Ordinance
of Chrilt : miuch lefs will he be unthankful to thofe
that arc able'and faithful in’ their office, and labouy
inflantly for the good of fouls, as willing to
{pend and be {pent tor their Salvation. Wheq the
World abufech and derideth and injureth them, he
is one that honoureth them, both for their, work
and mafters fake, and the experience which he hath
had of the blefling of God on their labours to him-
felf. For he knoweth that the {miting of the
Shepheards is but the devils ancient way for .the
fcattering of the flock. Though he knoweth that
if the fult bave Lft its fuavour, it  good for netbing,
neither fit for the land , noy yet for she dung.lzit',
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but men ceft it out, and it’s trodden undey foot &

(be that batb cars to bear, let bim bear) Luk, 14

34:35. Mat.5. 15, 14. Yet he allo knoweth, thi¢
be vhat veceiveth a Prophet in the name of 4 Propbir

fhall receive a Prophets reward, Match. 10. 41, 43. .

And that he that receiveth them, reeiverh Chrift,
and be that defpifeth them, that are (ent by him,
defpifeth bim, Luk. yo. 16. He therefore readily
obeyeth thofe commands, Heb. 13, 17. Obey them
that bave the rule over you, and [ub»‘u‘t Your fetves
forshey wasch for your fouls & thofe- that muft giye
account ; 1 Thel 5. 12, 13. We befeech you bretfrm
Yo kinow them whick labour among you, and ave over
You in the Lord and adwonifys you : and to eficem
them very bighly in Love for their 'work_ fike, and
be at peace among your felves. y Tim. 5-17. Leg
the E[;ers that ryle well be counted .worthy of dou,
ble bowour : efpecially they who labour in the i¥ord
aund Dollriue. L T
2, But though the weak Chriffign be of the
fame mind (o faras he is fan&ificd, yet is he much
more eafily cempied.into a wrangling cenloriouf;
nels againtt his Teachers, though they. be never o
ablc and holy men : and by feducers may. be
drawn to oppofc. them or fpeak contemptuoufly
of them, as the Galathians did of Paul, and fome

of the Corinthians ; accounting him. as. ‘their .

Enemy for telling them the truth, when lately
they would have plucktout their ¢yes to do him
good, Gal. 4. 15, 16. -
3. But the Hypocrite is moft eafily engage

dgainft them ; cither when they grate upon the
guilt of his bofome fin, or open his hypocrifie,
or -plainly crofs him in his carnal interelt, or clfe
when his Pride hath conquered his Sobriety, and

' ' engaged

S g
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engaged him in fopic Se@ or etroneous way, which
his Feacheis are sgainft, and would reducg him
fzam, Job. 6. 66. Marzs 27. 3 Chrog. 25,18, -

L VIIL 1. ACheiftign indsed is one that hath
flored up fuch manifold experience of she fulfilliyg of
Gods promifes, and the'bearing of prayers, and ofehe
goodnefof bis boty waies, a8 will atly forcifie-Gim
sgainf all tesptations co Infidelssy, dpofiafic or Bi-

taft. No oncihath fironger tempsations ufually-than

5 and'no enc-isto wall furnithed with weapons
¢0.5¢6ift thom, " The argin

’

ents of moft others are
fescht out of ¢hcir Bidks only ; but be hath more-
over a life of acpeviencas 4o confirm his. faith ; and
G Yath-chewinefl in bimfolf.  Hc hath #rytd-and
found that inGqd, intholinele, in faith, in prayer,
which will neyet&affr him to forfake them. Yea
atds ke thae hedhath upon record fome fuch wosn-
#evsin-the anfwer of prayers, as might do much
tofilcpce an-Infidlel himflf, 1am fure many Chri-
flians tyave-had -flich range appearances of the ex«
traordinary ‘hand ‘ of ‘God, that hath done much
t0 defiroy the yemnants of their own unbelief,
Pl 66. 16, .

2. But the Experiences of the younger, weaker

briftians, are much thorter, and lefs ferviceable
t0 their faith :~ And they have not judgement
moush to underftand and make ufe of the dealings
ofGod; butare ready toplead his providcnees un-
10 evil ends and confcquences ; and to take their
own paffionate imaginations fot the workings of
the Spirit < 1t is ordinary with them to fay, { This
or that was' fc¢ ypon my heart, or fpoken ¢o me ]
as-if it had been l1i)mc diviae infpiration, when'it
Wwas nothing but the trdubled workings of & weak
dificmpered ‘biain : and it is cheix own fantafie

M o
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and heart that {aich that to them, which they think
the Spirit of God within them (aid,Heb.§,11,12,; 3

~ 2Thef.2.2x. fobng. y. 1 Tim, 4. 1y 1.Cov. 12, 10,
- Jer. 23.28.27.32. 6°29.8, - Cd

3.. And the Hypocrite wanteth - thofe . eftabfi ing
Experiments,of the power of the Gopel,and the bear-
ing of prayers, and {ulfiling of promifes, and com-
munion With Chrilt in the fpiric : And. thercfore
he.is the more open to the power of temptations,
and a fubtil difputer will eafilier corrupt him, and
-carry-him away to flat Apoftafie : For he wantcth
the Rootand Witnefs in himfelf, Mar. 13. 21, 32
1 Jobn 5. 10. Heb 6.6,7,8. Luk, 8.13.

LIX. 1. A Chriftian indeed 1s one that bighly
valueth fanBlified affedlions and paffions, that all he
.doth may be done as lively as poffibly he can : And
allo holy abilities for expreffin. But he much more
valueth the three great effential conftant parts of the
new creaturc within him ; that is, 1. .4 bigh efti-
mation of God, and Chrift, and - Heaven, and Fli-
neff in his underftending; above all that can be fet in
any competition. 3. A refulved choice and adbefion
of the I7:ll, by which he preferreth God, and Chrift,
and Heaven, and Holinefs above all that can be fet
againft them, and is hixedly refolved here to place
his happine(s and _his hopes. 3. The muin drift and

“endeavoyry of his Life, in which he feeketb firpt the

; Ifingdgyg?@f.,(idd and hit Kigbteoufnefs, Mat. 6. 33.

>

9. 26,21 ,,In thele three,(Chis Higheft cftimation,

 hisRefolvedchoice and complacencits, and his Chief

enddavours) he. taketh his ftanding qonftant evi-

dences of his.fincerity to confilt :, And by thefs he

tryeth biwfelf as to his ffare 5 and’ not by the paf-

Sionatefeclings or alle®ions gf lus heart 3 nor by his

memory or gifts or oxderly ghinking -or cxpr_cﬂ,ipn(i
" An

| which he knoweth thae Holinefs doth principally
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And it is thefe Rational operations of his Soul in

onfift; and therefore he moft laboureth to be
firong in thefe. 1. To ground his Fudgement well 5
2. And to refolve to fix his #ill; 3. And to order
his Converfation avight, Pfal. 50.23. Yet highly
valuing fenfible Affe&ions and gifts of utserance, but
in fubferviency to thofe which are the vital aéts,
1 Cor.13. Rom.7.18,19,&¢. & 6.16, 22. Rom. 8. 13.
Farr. 2. Col.x.9. & 3.16.

2. But the weak Chriftian ufually placeth moft of
his rehigion in the morc affedionate and expreffive
patt. He firiveth more with his heart for paffionate
apprehenfions, than for complacency and fixed refo-
fution : He is often in doubt of his fincerity,when he
wanteth the feeling affedlionate workings which he
detireth, &c. thinketh he hath no morc grace, than
that he hath fenfibility of exprefive gifts. And foas
he buildeth his comfort upon thelc unconftant figus, 1
his comforts are accordingly unconftant : (ometime
he thinketh he hath grace, when his body or other
advantages do help the excitation of hislively af-
fe@ions. And when the dulnefs of his body or other
impediments hinder this, he que@ioneth his grace
again, becaufe he underftandeth not aright the na-
ture and chiefelt a&s of grace.

3. The Hypocrite hath neither the Rational, nor
the Paffionate part in Sincerity: But he may go
much further in the latter than in the former: A
quick and paffionate nature, though unfanified,
may be brought to thed more tears, and exprefs
more fervour, thanmany a holy perfoncan. Efpe-
cially upon the excitation of fome quickning Ser-
mon, or fome fharp affli@ion, or great conviion,
«r at the approach of death. Few of the moft holy
S M2 peefons
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perfons cah confevily Fitain fo livdly, fervent, prt
flonxte reperitings, and defirss and rdftﬁmioh‘;?:
#thend, s forive carmal porfons have in Fickne(s. The
power of faet alome doth tmake them more éarpef,
thit Love ttieketh miiny a gyacious foul. But when
thé:foor ia oves, they are the fame again. How of
ha¥el heard & 5& wan Moft vehamenrly profef his
réfelutions for a holy e, which all have eotire to
nothing dftcrwarts 2 Pow bRt hitve 1 heard a com-
mon drunkard with tears cry ot #aink Mitmfelf for
his ity and yet g0 wn# it > And how many pra-
ciotls peslbtishavet knewn, whole judyemests bnd

#i Wve been E««M ' y réfotsedtor God and he-
I, and thers %oes five Been holy, Traithiti 'and
dbedient, who yet could not fied 4 vear fr fin, nor
el arty very preut Torrows osjoys 2 I you Judyt
of'a rran by his eariefarels in fotue good weuds, ¥ted
not by the confla raser of histife, you wilt vk
rmany an Hypocrite 1o beer thah ok Sifes,
Who wonld hivethoughe ¢t had feen hirh ety
rty thie fic, but thiae Sund bdbeeh 4 penitert tnan,
when be ift wp b votoe tad weph, @i (widts Da.
vi, Yhou vyt more w toan T 5 for -ehhn Yaft
rewourded nre govdl, uBerear ‘1 'ieve vemiiriled] fhee
cvil, Y Sam. 24. 16, 19, 48,10, %0, b1. A Tirtilter
matter will xaife fome fullidsn'paffioms, Khun Wil e
new rhe'finl, artd give tHe pichtidthte 'to Gbd
ikl Wohtts, ad Heaven, st ke Pudgemonm, 199k
dnd “Converfutiin, HH. 6. 4. & 44. 5. Wr. 48..
Mat. v3.20. - '

LY 1. ArUBTR B AL AR 18 G de S5
onie thae kit rithe Mﬁrrgs B AT 1y pLepue
for dedib; “attll’ d¥agfedh fms-- evicts' Aot of
it, 0 Prepatations For 1t %‘W Whrienit ; dih
ihvrtfore when'it totdeth 't fittith Wien pripaved;

andh
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and he gladly cartwbainesh: it @ she rasflenger of
his Father, to call him to his owtslafiing bdmie. . It
i3 not a firange! unexpeCioid thing to him, to hear
hemufidie : He dicd daily in his daily fufferings,
and mortified contempt of worldly things, and in
his daily ewpeéhition of his change. He wondereth
1o fct ondn ata dying sime, farprived with aftonifh-
fneat and rerrour, who jovially or carelefly neg-
ledbed it bekose » a5 if they had never known ull
#han that chey mutt die ? Or as if a few years time
wert reefon enough for fo great 2 diffexznee 1 For
thet which he oerteinly knoweth will be, he look-
cth at s if it were even at hand 5 and his peepara-
aeonifor at is moxe ferious in his health than ather
mng is ontheir death-bed.  He ufeth more care-
fully co beshink himfelf, what graces he (hall need
at a dyiwg time, and in what cafc he fhall then
wifh his {oul ¢o be; and accordingly he laboursth
mhm provifions wow; even as if it were o be to
morfow. Hewerily believech that it is incompa-
rably better for him to be with Chrift, than to abide
on-earth, and therefore (though Death of it felf be
anentmy, and ‘terrible to nature) yet being che

~ only paffageinto happinels, he gladly entextaineth

it. Though he have not himfclf ary clearand fa-
tistaGory apprehenfions of the place and fiate of
the happine(s of departed fouls, yet it quieteth him
to know that they fall le with Chrijt, and that
Chrift knowetb all, and prepareth and fecureth for
him that promifed Reft, fob. 12. 26. 2 Cor.5.1,7,8.
Phil. x. 21, 23. Luke 23. 43. Though he is not
free from all the natural tears of death, yet his be-
lief and hope of endlefs happinefs doth abate thofe
-fears by the joyfull expectation of the gain which
followeth, (Sce my Book called The laft enemy; and

. M3 the
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the {aﬂ ®irk of a Believer, and that of felf-denial,
againft thefears of deatb.)

But efpecially he loveth and longeth for the coming
- of Gbrift so judgement : as knowing that then the
Marriage-day of the Lamb is come, and then the
_defires and hopes of all Believers fhall be fatisfied :
Then fhall the Righteous (hine as Stars in the King-
~dom of their Father ; and the hand of violence fhall
notreach them. Every enemy then is overcome,
and all the Redeemers work is confummated, and
the Kingdom delivered up unto the Father. Then
thall the ungodly and the unmercifull be confound.-
ed, and the righteous filled with everlafting joy,
when their Lord fhall throughly plead their caufe,
and juftific them againt the accufations of Satan,
and all the lics of his malicious inftruments. O blef-
fed, glorious, joyfull day, when Chrift fhall come
with thoufinds of his Angels, to exccute ven-
geance on the ungodly world, and to be glorifiedin
bfa Saints, and admired in all them that now be-
d1eve, 2 Thef. 1.8, 9, 10. When the patient fol-
lowers of the Lamb fhall behold him in glory
whom they have belicved in, and (hall fee that they
did not pray, or hope, or wait in vain! When
~ Chrift himfelf and his facred truth, fhall be jufti-
hed and glorified in the prefence of the world, and
his enemies mouths forcver Ropped : When be fall
convince all that are ungodly of all their ungodly
deeds, which they bave ungodly committed, and of
Al their bard fheeches which ungodly finners bave
fooken againt bim, Jude 14, 15. Where then is
the mouth rthat pleadeth the canfe of infidelity
aniimpiety ? and reproached the ferious holinefs
of Eelicvers ? and.inadea jett of the Judgements of
the Lord? Then what terrours, and confufion,

. and

————
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and (hathe, - what fruitle(s repentings will feizeup-

on, that man;. that fet him{cHagainit the . haly ones

of the Lord, and knew not the day of his vifita- .
tion; and imbraced the image ‘and form of godli-

nefs, while he abhorred the power. The Joys.
which will..then poffefs the hearxts of the Jultitied,

will be fuch-a$. now no heart can compichend.
When Love fhall come to be gloxified in the higheft
expreflion, to thofe that lately:were folow s when
all their doubts, and fcars, and forrows, fhall be
turncd into full contenting light, and all tears fhall
be wiped awiy, .and all rcproaches turned into
glory, and every enemy overcomng, and fin defiroy-
¢d,” and holinefs perte@ed, and .our wile bodies,

changed, andmade like the glovious “body *of Chrift,

Phil.3.20,21. Col. 3.3, 4. Then will the Love
and work, of jour. Redemption be fully underfiood :
And then a Saigt, will be a Saint indeed; when with.
Chrift they, thall judge the Ang:ls and sthe world,1Cor..
6.2, 3, and fhall hear tsom Chrilt, Come ye bleffed
of my Father, inkerit the Kingdm preparcd for you
from the foundation of the world, Mat. 25. 34. Enger
Ye into the joy of your Lord, Mat. 25. 21, Then every
kuee [ball bow to Chrift, and every tonguc fhall con-
fcls that be is;Lord, tothe glory of God the, Kasber,
Phil. 2.9, 10, 11.  Then fin will fully appedr in its
malignity, and holinefs in its lulter unto alls The
proud will then be abaftd, and the mouths. of all
the wicked ftopped; when they fhall fie to their
-confufion the Glory of that Chrifi whom they de-
{pifed, and of thofc holy oncs whom they made
their fcorn ¢ Invain will they then Riock, whew the
door is fbut, and cvy, Lord, Lord, open umto us, Mat.
2§. 10, 11, 12. And in vain will they then wifh,

O that we had known the day of our vilitation,

that we might have dicd the death of the righteous,

M4 and
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the care of all his milery is, that hie fomght not firfh.
sbe Kingdom of God . and bis Righseoufnefs, and lsid
nob.up a treafure in Heaven, but upon ¢orth, and loved
this world above God,& aboye the- world to come,
and fo his hears 15. not (et opt, Heaven, nor hiswaf;
feGions on the chings aboves »and therefore he hath:
not that Love to.God, to Chrift, toi Saints, toparfe@.
Holineff, which fhould. maka that world moft,dg-,
firable in his eyes, and make, lim thinkWnfcigned-
ly .that it is befbifor him. co depars, and live with
Chaift for ever.. .Having not the Divine Nature;nox
having lived the Divine Life in walking with.God,
his -complacency and defires-arg carpb, accordigg, to
the nature which he hath, Angthisis the true caufe,,
(and not only his doubts of his..omn:fincerity) of
his unwillingnefs to die, or tosfeqsthe day of Chrifts
appearance, Matth, 6. 33. 19, 20,21. 1 Job.3. 1§,
Col. 3. 1,2,3,4. Rom. 8. 5,6, 7,9.' 1. Cor. 2. 13, 14
2Pet. 1.4. . o . o

- And thus T have thewed you from the #ord of
God, and the Nature ot Cbriftianity, the true Cha-
raers of the confirmed Chriftian, and of the weak
Cbrijtian, and of the feeming Chritian.

"The Ufes for which T have drawn up thefe Cha-
ralers, and wiich the Reader is to make ofthem,
are thefe. :

I. Here the weak Chriftian and the Hypicrite
may fcc what manner of perfons they ought to be.
Not only how uufafe it is to semain in a tate of
Hypocrifie, but allo how uncomfortable, and unfer-..
viceable, and troublefome it is, to remainin a ftate of
weaknefs and difeafednefs , what afolly (and in-
deed a fign of Hypocrifie) is it ¢o think, If I had but-

grace |

is a fronger Chriftian (as being ftronger in Faith,

O A
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grace enough to fave me, T would defire no more, .
or I would be well content. Are you content if
you have but Lifehere, to difference you from the
dead ? If you were continually Infants, that muft
be fed, and carsied, and made clean by others, or if
you had a continual Gout, or Stone, or Leprofie,
and lived in continual want and mifery, you would
think that Life alone is not enough : and that som
vivere tantum fed valere vita et : that Life is un<
somfortable, when we have nothing but Life, and
all the delights of lifc arc gone. He that lyeth in
continual pain and want, is weary of his Lfe, if

he cannot leparate it from thofe calamities. He that

knoweth how neceffary firength is, as well as life,
to do any confiderable fervice for God, and how
many pains attend the difeales and infirmities of the
weak,, and what great dithonour cometh to Chrift
and Religion,by the faults and childifhnefs of many
that (hall be pardoned and (aved, would certainly

beftir him with all poffible care toget out of this

fick_or infant Rate.

IL. By this you mpy fee who are the flromg
Chriftians, and who are the weak : Itis not alwaies
the man of Learning and free expreffions, that can
fpeak longett and wifclielt of holy things, that is
the firong confirmed Chriftian :  But he that moft
excelleth in the Love of God and man, and in a
heavenly mind and holy life.  Nor is it he that
is unlearned, or ofa weak memory, or flow expref-
fion, that js the weakeft Chnft an : But he that hath
leaft Love to God and man, and the moft Love ¢y
his carnal {cif, and 1o the world, and the tirongeft
corruptions, and the weakeft grace. Many a poor
day-labourer or woman,that canfcarce fpeak fengz |

and
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ant Evve, and Patisnce, and Humility, and Mortifi-
citivig, and Self-denial)- than many’ great Preachers
ahd'Décors of the Church. -

_ TIL. You (¥e here what kind of then they be
thacwe call tlie Godly 5 and whae that Mimﬂ is
which wé plead for; againt tht tlicieus Serpen.

thie Genetaddon “FHe tyars woukd siale mien be:
lieve, that By f we mean 2 few affeded
firains, or hipocritieal thews, or heattieR hp-fer.
vite, or (HBuNY Opiciohs, of need (s (crapuiofty,
or ignotant zéaly yea ¥ Rhifin, br Ftion, of R
dion; or rebellioth, 8t what the Devit pleat to Ry,
Weliefc fiey Chrita@ts defoibe sy fch fhivg,

ehen T will not-dehy, WY int the Wy thvt Aol tven

¢alt hetefic, fadtion, 'chitm, fingiMrity, fo wor-
fMip'we the God of ofir Fatheid: Bue ff mae, the
Loth ‘vebuke thee Satih, 48d hakén the day when
e ling Ups [halli be put o) filthct, Pal. 131. £9. 8
X202 & 109. 2. Prdv, 2. ro;2¥. & 18. 1B.

BV, By this allo you may [t ho# unextifible
the enemies of Chriftianity and OvaNRAp are, Amd
fo What i i¢ chat they Hafehd injufe it. s there
any thing in all this Characer of a Chriftiah, that
deferbeth the fofpicion o hatteéd of the world ?
‘whiat harm is there in it 2 or what will it do againft
them ? I may fay to them of his fervants as Chrift
did of himfelf, Fob, 10.32. Many good works bave
I fnewed you from my Futher :  for which of thefe
works do ye fione e 2 Many heavenly graces arc
in the {anéitied Believer : For which of thefe do
you hate and injure him ? [know that Gooduefs is
{0 far in credit with hiumane natute, that you will
anfwer as the Jews did, . 33. Fd¥ % good work we.
ftone thee not, but for blibemy: We hate them
not for Godlinefs, but for Hypoevifit and Sin. Bue if
it
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~ithe foindeed, 1. Speak not sgainft Godliriefs it

felf, nor again(¥ the friCke(t Pgrbtmance of our du-
ty. 2. Yea plead g’ Gdhr‘..;f:;kmd i;gu;tmmec
and promote it, while you agareft Hyposrs-
fieand Sin. ‘3. Amd chufe ont the Hypocrite whoft
Charatier 7 here troly fet before you 5 and beb-him
be the obie® of your evmiey and difefle: At it
RN on otk that arc worhilings and time-frrums,
and wit} Revach vhett' confeienced to their camed in-
ey, and e do smy thibg 10 fave there skinvand
being Rl tdo Cheift, wan herdly be troe 10 any of
cheir perionts but only in fibordination to them-
felvey. As it s fiid of Ovaffanriv, that he comn-
romited that 611 his Dyvanss Bould be furmed oue
of theit phaces thae wonld ‘fiot renounde Clitifites
nity : And whenhe had thereby aryed them, tie
turned out all the Apoftates, (and kept ini the
cert) ind told thém s They cduld not be true to
hith, char sgere wot ‘thue to theit God and Suviour.
4. And Qe thiat youbce not Hypscrites yout felves.
You proR® your flves Chilftidns : and what it it
to'be @ 'Chiiftian irdecd, youmay here perceive. B
atry that fill'under thechara®er of Hypocrites {ov
wistfe ) fhall vilidie or hate the fincere Chrifbims 4%
Hypueties, whic 1 hortid aggravatioh of thelr ¥y
pocritie will iebe s ' -
‘Hid¥et {c 4s ‘thie bt and 'Frengeft Chriliats Hewe
have'hisft o ¢the ‘hatred both of the Unbelicoing
atith ¢He ‘Fpotpirfealworld. And for ry owh
I tHufk tontdfs, eMat the very obifervation dfthe Y-
Uer[hl riphiichble ehnity, which is underiably feen

_ thitotighdue tht'world, betwéett the womans and

che Yétptnts: feed (beirg fuch ‘48 is not found
dimofig iny Sthet fores of men on other occafions )
doth gét 4 tte ¢onfirm tny belief of the holy

Scariptures,
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Scriptures, and feemeth to be an argument not well
to be anfwered by any enemy of. the Chriftian
caufe. That it (hould begin between -the two fix(t
Brothers that ever were born into the world, and
flop-in nothing lower than fhedding the righteous
blood of Abe/ for no other caufe, but becaufe the
works of Cain were evil, and his Brothers righte-
ous, 1 Jsb. 3.13, 13. And that it thould go down
to the Prophets, and Chrift, and the Apotiles, and
Primitive Saints, and continuc to this day throngh-
out the carth: and that the profeflion of the ame
Religion doth not aleer it, bur rather earage the
enmity of Hypocritcs againft all chat are ferious
and fincere in the Religion which they themfelves
profefs : Thefe are things that no good account
can be given of, fave only from the predictions
and vericies of the word of God. :

" V. Alfo youmay hence perceive, how exceed-
ingly injurious Hypacrites and fcandalous Chniftians
are, to the Name of Chrift, and Caufe of Chriflia-
nity and Godlinefs in the world. The blind ma-
licious encmics of Faith and Godlinefs, inftead of
judging of them by the facred Rule, do look only
to the Profeflirs, and think of Religion as they think
oftherr. 1t they fee the Profeffors of Chritianity
to be covetous, proud, ufurpers, time-fervers, felf-
exalters, cruel, fchifmatical, rebellious; they pre-
fently chargeall this upon their Keligion ; and God-
linefs muft bear the blame ; when all comes but
for wans 0f Godlinefs and Religion. And all the
world hath not done fo much againtt thefe and all
other fins, as Chrift hath done. What if Chrifts
Difeiples firive who fhall be the greateft 2 Is it long
of him, who girdeth himfclf to wafh and. wipe
their feet? and celleth them, that exceps shey be

converted,
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conver¥ed, ond became -as. listle. children, they fall
ot entev into the, Kingdom of God, Mat. 18. 3. and
telleth them, that theugh tbe,Kings -of, the entiles
do_exercife Lordfbip ever them, andtbeythat excrcife
authopisy upon them are called Bemefadlors, yes ye fhall
nos be fo, Luk. 22§, 26. Is it long ofhim that hath
faid to the Elders, Feed tbe. flock of God which ie
anong you, taking the ovesfight theyeof, not by con-
Stvaint, bur willingly ; mos for filthy lucve, but of a
readymmnd : neisher as being Lovds qyey Gods beri-
sage, hut being examples to the flock? Who hath
et the Elders uch a leffon as yon find in 48s 20.
& 2:Tim. 4.1, 2,3. & 1 Tim. 5..27. ifany called
Chriflians (hall be tsuly fchifpagical,.fa@ious or
turbulent, is it long, of him that hath prayed the
Father that they mpy, all be One, Fob.17.21,22,23.
and hath (o vehemently intreated them thar they
Peak the fume thing, and that shere be no divifions
among them, and that they be perfedily joyned toge-
ther inthe fame mind, aud in the (ame judgement
;1 Cor. 7. 10. and hath charged them to markthen
that caufe divifions and offences cntrary to the Do-
Grine which they bad learned, andto avoid the ms
Rom. 16. 16, 17. If any called Chriftians fhall be
feditious, or rebellious, or as the Papifts believe,
that the Clergy are from under. the Jurifdi@ion of
Kings, and that the Pope hath power to excom-
municate Princes, and ablfolve their fubje@s from
their allegiance, and give their dominions to others,
(asit is decreed in:the General Conncil at the La-
teran under Inmocent the third, Can.:3.) Is all

- thislong of Ghuift, who'hath paid tribute to Cefar,

and hath commanded .that every, {qu) be fubjeét co
the higher Powers, and not refift,.and this for con-
faience fake, Rgm1¥3:1,.2, 3. and hath bid his
AR '  Difciples
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depthifthe Sea, Matth,
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I wonder what men would have Chrift do, to free
himfelfand the Chriftian Religion from the impu-
tation of the fins of the Hypocrites, and the weak
diftempered Chriftians. Would they have him yet
make frriaer Laws (when they hate thefe for be-
ing fo (rit already ? ) Or would they have him
condemn finners to more grievous punifhment,
when they are already offended at the feverity of
his theeatnings? O what an unrighteous genera-
tion are his enemics, that blame the Law becaufe
men break it ? and blame Religion becaufe many
are not Religious enough 2 Asif the Sun muft be
hated, becanfe that fhadows and dungeons do
want light ; or Life and Health muft be hated, be-
caufc many are fick and pained by their difealcs !
But Chrift will fhortly lop all the mouths of thefe
unrcafonable men; and O how eafily will he jufti-
fic himfelf, his Laws, and all his holy waies; when

_ all iniguity thall be for ever filent ! And though it

muft needs be thar offences come, yet wo to the world
becaufeof offences, and woto the man by whom they
come, Mat, 18. 7. Luke 17. 1.

The wrong that Chrift recciveth from bypocrites
and fcandalous Chrittians (of all ranks and places ) is
not to be etimated, Theft are the caufes that
Chriftianity and Godlinefs are o contemptible in
the eyesof the world ! chat Jews, and Heathens,and
Mahometans, are fiill uncon verted and deriders of
the Faith : Becaufe they fee fuch fcandalous tyran-
ny and worthip among the Papifts, and fuch fcan-
dalous lives among, the greacett part of profefied
Chriftians in the world : whereas if the Papal
Tyranny were tusned into the Chriftian Miniftry,
(Luke 22,25, 26, 27. and 1 Tim. §.17. ) and their
irrational fopperies, and hitorical hypocritical
: N worfhip
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~worfhip ‘were changed into a reverent, rational
and fpiritual worfhip; and the” ¢ruel, carnal,
~worldly lives of mencalled Chiiftians, were chang-
ed into Self-denial, Loveand Holineft. Ina word,
“if Chriftians were Chriftians indeed, and fuch as
Lhave here defcribed from their Rule 3 what a
powerfull means would it be of the converfion
of all the unbelieving world ? Chriftianity would
then be in the eyc of the world, as the Sun in
" 1ts brightnefs, and the glory of it would dazle
the eyes of beholders, and draw in millions to
-enquire after Chrift; who are now driven from
“him by the fins of Hypocrités and feandalows Be-
lievers. o
And this doth not contradi@ what I faid be-
fore, of the Enmity of the- world to Fhiinefs, and
that the beft arc moft abufed by the ungodly :  For
‘even this enmity mufk be rationally cured, as by
the crrour of reafon it is fed, God ufeth by the
‘power of intelleGual light, to bring all thofe out
ofdarknefs whom he faveth, and fo bringeth them
from the power of Satan to himfelf, Afs 26, ;8.
Men hate not Holinefs as Good, but as mifconcejved
to be evil.  Evil I fay to them, becaufe it is oppafite

to the fenfual pleafures, which they take to be

their chicfcft good. And the way of curing their
enmity, is by fhewing them their crrour; and
that is by (hewing them the excellency and ne-
«ceflity of that which they unreafonably diftafte,

AGs 26.9,10,11, 14, 19. Luke 15.13, 14, [5,16,°

Afis 2. 36, 37.

VI. Lafily, In thefe Chardcters you have fome

help in the work of Sclf-examination, for the
tryal both of the Truth and Strength of grace.
¥ foppofe it will be objeéted, that in other

o : Treatifes
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Treatifes I have reduced all the infallible Marks

of Grace to a {maller number, To which I an~
fwer; 1 @il fay, that the predominancy or preva-
lency of the Inteveft of God as our God, and Chyift
® our Saviour, and the Spirit- a5 our Sanctifier,
in the eftimation of the Underftanding, the Refolyed
Choice of the Will, and the Government of the
Life, againft all the worldly intereft of the Flefp,
¥ the only infallible fign of a juftified regencrate
foul.  But this whole hath many parts, and it is
abundance of particulars materiallyin which this -
fincerity is to :be found : Even all the hixty
Chara&ers which I have here named, are ani-
mated by that ene, and contained in it. Aund
I think to, the moft the full defcription of a
Chriftian in his eflential and, integral parts, ('yet
fhewing which arc indeed efftmtsal) is the beft
way to acquaint them with the nature of Chri-
flianity, and to help them in the tryal of them-
felves. And as it were -an abufe of Humane
Nature, for a Painter to draw the pi¢ure of a.
man; withgut arms, or legs, or nofe, or eyes,.
becaufe he may -be 2 man without them : fo
would it have been in me -to draw only a

"maimed piGure of a Chriftian, becaufe a maim--

ed Chriltian-is a .Chriftian. Yet becaufe there are
{o many maimed Chriftians in the world, X
have alfo fhewed you their lamentable defes;
not in a manner which tendeth to encourage

“them in their fins and wants under pretence of

comforting them, but in that manner which

may bet excite them to their duty in order to

their recovery, without deftroying their neceffary

fupporting comfoxts. o
- N 2. O happy

|
i
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O happy Church, and State, and Family,
_ whiqh are compofed of fuch confivmed Chriftians !
where: the predominate tcmperature is fuch as
¥ have here deferibed'!  Yca happy is the place
where Magifirates and Miniflers are fuch; who
are the vital parts of State and Church, and
the inftruments appointed to communicate thefe
perfe@ions.co the reffl.  But how much more
happy is the New Ferufalems , the City of the
Living God, where the perfi@ed fpirits of the
jult 1n Perte@® Life, and Light and Love, are
perleCtly bebolding, and admiring, and praifing,
and pleafing the Eternal God, their Creator,
Redeemer and- Sanifier for ever ! where the
lealt and moanef”is greater and more perfect
than the confirmed Chriftian here defcribed !
And where Hypocrifie is utterly excluded, and
ImperfeGtion ceafeth, with (candal, cenfures, un-
charitablene(s, divifion, and all its other fad efe
feGs:  And where the fouls that thirjted alter
Righreoufuefs thall be fully fatisfied; and Love
God more than they can now defire? and ne-
ver grieve themfelves or others with their wants
or weaknefles, or mifdoings any more. And,
O blcfled day, when our  moft Blefled Head
thall be revealed from Heaven with - his mighty.
Augels, and fhall come to be plorified in his
Saints, and admired in ail them chat now be-
lieve; whofe weaknels here accafioned his di-
honour, and their own contempt ! when the
feed of Grace is grown up into Gloty, and all
the world whether they will or rot, fhall dil-

cmn
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cern between the Righteous and the wicked,
between him that ferveth God, and him that
fesveth him not; between the clean and the
unclean, and between him ¢hat fweareth, and
him that feareth en oath : And though now
our Life is hid with Chrit in God, and it yee
appeareth not (to the fight of our felves or
others) what we fhall be; yet then whew Chrift
who i our Life fhall appear, we alfo {hall appear
with bim in Glory, Hcb. 12. 22, 23. Rev. 22. 3,
4,5,14,15. & 21. 3, 4, 8. 2 Thef 1. 9, 10,
Mat. 5. 4, 6. Mal. 3.18.Ecclef. 9. 2. 1 Joh. 3.2,3,
Col. 3. 3,4. Away then my foul from this dark,
decestfull and vexatious world ! Love not thy
difcafes, thy fetters and calamities : Groan daily
to thy Lord, and carneftly groan  to be cloathed
upon with thy houfe which is from Heaven,
(2 Cor. 5. 2,4.) that mortality may be {wallowed
up of Life! Joyn in the harmonious dcfires of
the; Creatures, who groan to be delivered from
thebondage of corruption, into the glorous li-
berty of the Sons of God, Roem. 8. 20,21, 22,
Abide in bim, and walk in Kighteonfnefi, that when
be.fhall appear, thou waift bave confidence, and not
be ahamed before bim as his commg, 1 John 2.
28, 29. Joyn not with the evil fervants, who
fay in their hearts, Our Lord delayeth his com-
ing, and begin to fmite their fellow-fervants,
and to eat and drink with the drunkeny whofc
Lord fhall come in a day when they look -not
for him, and in an hour that they are not aware
of, and fhall cut them afunder, and appoint them
their portion with the Hypocrites, where fhall be
weeping & gnathing of teeth, Mat.34 48 49,5C,51.
3 O watch
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O watch and.-pray that thou enter nat ingo
tetnptation ! . And be patient, fox the Judgeisat
 the door ! Lift.up thy head with earncht; enpe-
Qation,: O my foul, for thy, Redemption draweth
ncar ! Rejoyce in hops before thy Lord, for he
someth; he.cometh to judge the world in Righ-
teoufakfs and Truth.  Behold, he cometh.quick.
1y; ‘though faith be failing, and iniquity abound,
and Love waketh-cold, and fcoffers fay, whereis
the promife of his coming !, Make hatte O ¢thou
whom my ol defireth! and, compe in Glory as

thow: fitk ' came®hs in Humility !: and conform them
t0 thy &lf .in. Glory, whom thou madeft. con-

fdrmable to thy fufferings and humility ! Let the
Holy City New: Ferufalem be prepared’ as a bride.

dorned for -her husband ;3 and let Gods Taber-
Bacle be with..men .. that he may dwell with them
and-be theiv \God; 1 and wipe away their. tears,
#nd. dudth, and- farrow; and .crying ; and pain
may! be .no:‘more, . but former things ; may: pafs

away !/ Keep up onr Faith, .our Hope,.our Love!

Andidaily vouchfafe ps..fome beams . of thy di-
xeQing confolatory - Light in.this. our darknefs-
And-be not as.a .ftranger to thy: fcattered. flock;
~ “in this defolatewildérnefs! . Bue let them heax
tHy: voice, and find thy prefence, and have fuch
converfation with thee in Heaven, in the exercife
of Faith, and Hope, 'and Love, which is agree-
abldfo . their low and diffant ftate : Tellific ¢o their
fouls that thou are their Saviowr and Head,and that
they abide in thee, by the Spirit which thou hafk
‘given them,. abiding, and overcoming in them,
and as thy Agent preparing them for eternal life,
O let-not our darknefs, nor thy (trangcenefs feed our
: \ ‘ : ‘ odious

odious Unbelief! O fhew thy felf more clearly to
thy Redeemed ones! And come and dwell in our
hearts by Faith ! And by holy Love, lct us dwell
m God, and God inus! that we grope mot after
him, as thofc that worthip a1 unksowns God. O fave

tan be fent o buffet us, lec thy frength be ma-
nifelt in our weaknefs, and thy grace appear fuf-
ficient for us. * And give us the patience which
- thou telleft us we need, that having donc thy
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us from Temptation ! And if the meflenger of Sa-

will, we may inherit the promife: And bring us
to the fight and fruition of our Creator, of whom,
and through whom, and to whom are all things; to
whom be Glory for ever. Amen.




