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Readers,

T Hough it was but the Sermon a5 Preached,
that L was required to Prins , vet for the
more common nfe , I took the boldnefs to
enlargeit, and relax the file s bue think ic meet
bere to acquaint you with the alyerations, From
page 6. to page 47. it is thar 1 have exerctfed this
liberty there being only the Feads (or moft of
them ) delivered in Jpeech | ina more contratted
M. But to page 6. and from page 4.6. to the
end, it is Printed as it Was delivered - Javing the
Addition of the fecond and third Confiderations,
page 55, 56. which time allowed me not 1o ster.
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Heb. 11. 1.

Now faith is the fubflance of things
boped_ for , the codence of things

ot [een.

% Hough the wicked are diftinguifh-
¥ ed into Hypocrites and Unbelie-
wvers, yet Hypocrites themfelves
@ are Unbelicverstoo. They have
i % no faith which they can juflifie,
‘ §§' 429@) by its prevailing efficacy and

Pt~ works : and therefore have no
faith by which they canbe juitified. Becaule their
difcovery is needtull to their recovery, and all our fal-
vation depends on_ the fincerity of our faith, I have
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The Life of Faith,

chofen this Text, which isa Defcription of faith, that

the opening of it may help us for the opening of our
hearts, and refolving the great Queftion, on which
our endlels life depends, _—

To bea Chriftran and tobe a Beliewer in Cluift,
are words in Scripture of the fame fignification,. If
you have not faith,you are not Chriffians, This faith
hath various offices and objedts, By it weare juffs-
fied, fanitified and [aved. We arc juflified, not by
believing that we are juftified, but by believing thar
we may be juftified.  Not by receiving jufisfication
immediately, but by receiving Chrift for onr juflifi-
cation : not by meer accepting the pardonin it [clf,
but by firft receiving hins that procurcth and beffoweth
it,.on histerms :- Not by meer accepting health, but
by receiving the Phyfician and his remedies , for
bealth. .

- Faith is the praiticall Believing in God as pro-
mifing, and Chrift as procuring juftification and fal-
vation, O, the practicall belief and acceptance of
life, as procured by Chrifts and promifed by God in the
Gofpel. - :

‘Theeverlatting fruition of God in Heaven , is the
ultimate object,  No man believeth in Chrift as
Chrift, that believeth not inhim for eternall life.  As
faith looks at Chrift as the necefary meanes , and ac
the Divine benignity as the fountain, and at his Vera-
city as the foundation or formall object, and at the
promife, asthetrue fignification of his will; o doth
1t gltimately look at our [alvation, (begunon earth,
and perfected in Heaven) as the end, for -which it
looketh at all the reft.

"No-
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" "No wonder therefore if the iioly Ghoft here {peak-

ing of the Dignityand Power of farth,do principally in-
{ift on that part of its Defcription,which s taken from
this final object. ‘

As Chrift himfel€in his Humiliation was rejeited
by the Gentiles, and a jlambli:zg_ flowe to the Fews,
defpifed and not cfteemed , i, 53. 3, 3. having
wade himfelf of no reputation, Phil. 2, 7. So faith
in Chrift a8 incarnate and crucified , is defpifed and
counted foolifbwefe by theworld. But as Chriftin
his Glory, and the glory of belicvers, fall force

* them toan awefull admiration 5 fo fairh it {elf as ex-

ercifedon that Glory, is more glorions in the eyes of
all, Believers are never fo reverenced by the world,as

3

ot i b e

when they converfe in Heaven, and the Spirit of

Glory refieth on them, 1 Pet. 4. 14,

How faith by beholding this glorious end, doth
move all the faculties of the foul, and {ubdue the in-
clinations and interefts of the flefl, and make the
greateft fufferin stollerable, is the work of the holy
Ghoftin this Chapter to demonftrace, which begin-
ning with the Defcription, proceeds tothe proof by a
cloud of witnefles, There are two (orts of perfons
(and imployments) in the world, for whom there are
too contrary ends hereafter.  Onc fort fubject their
Reafon to their fenfuality ot cariall intereff, The
other fitbject their fenfes to their Reafon , cleared ,
conducted and elevated by fuirh. Things prefent
or poffefled, are the riches of the fenfuall; and the
bvas of their hearts and lives : ‘Things ftb[em but
hoped for, are the riches of believers, which aéuace

their chief eadeavours, N
- B2 This
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Thisis the fenfe of the ‘Text which Thaveread to
yous which fetting things hoped for » in oppofition’
10 things prefent , and things snfeen to. thofe that

[enfe doth apprehend , affureth us chat faith - (which

fixcthon the firfty doth give toits objecta fubfifterce,
prefence > and evidence , that is, it fecth that which:

[upplyeth the want of prefence and wifibiligy, ‘The

vmsudic , is that which quoad ffectum is equall to a.
a’ prefent (wbfifence. And the ¥reyas, the evidence
is fomewhat which quoad effectum is equall to vifi-
bility,  Asif he had faid, [T hough the glory promsi-
Jed ‘to believers , and expected by them, be yet to
comme 5 - and only hoped for, and be yet unfeen and
only belicved, “yet 15 the [ound believer as tyuely.
affected with it , and acted by its attractive’ force,,
as if it were prefent and before bis eyes] as a man
is by aninheritance, or eftate in reverfion, or out of
fight, if well fecured, and not only by that which is
prefent to his view.  The Syriack Interpreter inftead.
of a Tranflation , gives usa true expofition of the:
wotdss wiz. [ Faith &5 a certainty of thofe things
that are in hope , as if they did already actually
exift , and the revelasion of thofe things that ave not

een,
£ Or you may take the fenfe in this Propofition,
which T am next to open further, and apply, @iz,

[That the nature and wfe of faith isto be s it were
inftead of prefence, poffefSion and fight : or to make

the things that will be, as if they were already in ex-
ifences, and the 1hings unfecn which God revealerh,
ws if owr bodily eyes bebeld them.

-1, Not that faith doth really change its object.

2, Nor
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2. Nor dothvit give the {ame Degree of apprebenfions
and- affections as the fight of prefent things would
do. But 1. Things Invifible arc the Objects of our
Faith. '

~ 2, And Faith is ¢ffectual instead of fight to all thefe
ules: 1. The apprehenfion is as Infallible, becaule
of the obje&tive certainty, ( though not fo fatif-
fagtory to our imperfect fouls, ) as if the things
themlelves were feews 2. The will is determined
by itin its-meceffary confent and choice. 3. The affe-
{Fions ave moved in the wecefJary degice, 4. 1t ruleth
i our lives, atd bringeth us through duty, and fut-
fering, for the fake of the Happinefle which we
Believe.

3+ This Fasth is a grounded wife and juffifiable
aét: an infallible kuowledgey and often called fo in
Scriptuse, Foh, 6.69. 1 Cor, 15.58, Rom. 8,28, &c,
Aud the conftitutive and efficient caufes will juftifie
the Namee,

We know and are sufallibly (wre, of the truth of
God which we believe: As'it’s faid, Fb, 6. 60,
[We believe and are [ure that 150w art that Chrift,
the Son of the living God, ] 2 Cor.5.1. [ We know
that if our earthly houfe of this tabernacle were dif-
[olvedy we have a building of Gody an honfe not made
with hands , eternal in the heavens, ] Rom.8.28,
We kinow that all things worke together for qood to them
that love God. ]} 1 Cor.15.58. You know that your

~labour s ot in vainin the Lord, 7 Joh.g.29, Cwe

know God [pake to Mafes , &c. 31. [We know God
heareth not finnersY  Joh. 3. 2. weknow thow art a
Teacher come from God, ] S0 1 oh. 3.5,15,& 1 Pet,

B3 317.
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.17. and many other Scriptures tell you, that Be
?icq]ing God, 1}; a certain I;nfal/tblc fort of know-
ledge. ' ' N

I hall injuftification of the work of Faith, ac-
quaint you briefly with 1, That in the Natwre of it:
2. And thatin the canfing of it, whichadvanceth it,
to be an infallible knowledye,

1. The Believer knows (as {ure as he knows there
is aGod ) that God is true, and his Word is true,
it being impofiible for God to lie, Heb, 6,18,  God
that cannot lie hath promifed, Tit, 12, .

2, He knowes that the holy Scripture is the Word
of God ; by his Image whichit beareth, and the ma«
ny evidences of Divinity which it conteineth, and
the many Miracles (certainly proved) whichChyift,
and his Spiric in his Servants, wrought to confirm
the truth, 3. And therefore he knoweth affuredly
the conclufion, thatall this Word of God istrue,

And for the furer effecting of this Knowledge,

God doth not only fet before us the afcertaining E-

vidence' of his own veracity, and the Scriptures Di-

vinity 5 but moreover,1,He giveth us t0.believe, Phil,

1.29. 2 Per.1.3. For it 4 not ofour [elves, bﬂn{tbc

gift of Ged, Ephaa.8, Fuaith is oneof the fruits of

the Spirit. Gal.s.22. By the drmvmﬁ of the Father
we come to the Son. And he that hath knowledge
jven from Heaven, will certainly know - and he
that hathi Faith given him from Heaven, will cer-
winly believe. The heavenly Light will diffipate
our darknefle, and infallibly illuminate, Whileft

God fets before us the Glafle of the Gofpel in which
the chings smvifible are revealed, and alfo gives us

eye- ﬁgbt

cye—ﬁgét tobehold them, Believers muft needs be a

heavenly people, as walking in thae Light which
proceedeth from, and leaceth to the Celeftial ever-
latting Light,

2. And that Faithmay be fo powerfull as to ferve
inftead of fight and prefence, Beticvers have the Spirit
of Christ within them, to cxcite and s@uate ity and
help them sgainft all temprations to vubelief] and
to worl in them all other graces that concurre to
promote the works of Fairivy ond to mortifie thofe
finnes thae hinder our belizving, and " are contrary
to a heavenly life: So thue as tue exercile of our
fight, and taft, and hearing, and fecling, is caufed by
our natural lite, {o the exercife of Taith and Hope,
and Love, upon things unleen, is caufed by the holy
Spirit,which is the principle of our new life.” 1 Cor.z,

12, We have yeceived the Spirits that we- might
know the things that are given us of God.] 'This
Spirit of God acquainteth us with God, with his ve-
racity and his Word,  Heb, 10,30, We kinow him
that hath [aid , I will never fail thee, nor forfake
thee, ] "Vbis Spirit of Chrift scquainteth us twith
Chriff, and withhis grace and will, 1 Cor.2.10,11,
12, This heawenly Spirit acquainteth us with feq-
ven, (o et [ 17 kinow that when Chyis appedrctly,
we fhillbe like: him, for we fhall fee Lim s he s,
1 Joh.sze And we kuow that he was manifested to
take away finne, 1 Joh.3.5.  And will perfect his
work, and prefent us fotlefle to his Father, Eph.s.
26,27, 'This heavenly Spivit pofleffeth the Suines
with fuch beavenly difpofitions and defives, asmuch
facilicate the work of Faith, It bringeth us to a
’ heaven-
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heavenly co;w;fati;m-, and maketh us live as ﬁel:
Low citizens of the Saints, andin tf;e honfbold of God,
Pl 3.20, Eph,2.19, It is within us a Spirit of

[upplication, breathing heaven-ward, with fighs and

groanes which cannot be expreffed s and as God know-

.eth the meaning of the Spirit, {othe Spirit knows the

mind of God,Rom,8, 37. 1 Cor.2.11.

3. And the work of Faithis much promoted by

the [piritual experiences of Believers, When they
find a confiderable part of the holy Scripture verifi-
ed on themfelves, it much confirmeth their Faith
as to the whole, They are really poffeffed of that
heavenly difpoficion, called , The Divine Natre
and have felt the power of the Word upon their
hearts, renewing them to the Image of God, mor-
tifying their moft dear and ftrong corruptions, fhew-
ing them a greater beauty and defirablenefle in the
Objeéts of Faith, than is to be found in fenfible
things: They have found many of the Promifes made
good upon themfelves, in the anfivers of prayers,
and in great deliverances, which ftrongly periwadeth
them to believe thereft that are yet to be accomplifh-
ed. And experience is avery powerfull and [atisfy-
ing way of conviction, He that fecleth, as it were,
the firft fraits, the earneft, and the beginnings of
Heaven already in his foul, will more eafily and

affuredly believe that there is a Heaven hereafter.

Lwe know that the Son of God is come , and hath
given us an rmderjlanding, that we may know hin
that is true, and we ave in him that is trues even
in his Sonne Fefus Chrift : This is the true God and

eternal life,] 1 Johs.ao, [ Hethat believeth on the
Sonse

The Life of Faith,

Sonne hath she witnefJe in bin;[;Z)b, Ver, IB]mThere

is fo greatalikeneffe of the holy and beavenly na-

sre. in the Saints, to the heavenly life that” God
hath promifed, that makes it the’ more eafily be-
lieved, -

‘4. And it exceedingly helpeth our Belief of the
life that’s yet unfeen, to find that Natare affordeth
us undeniable Arguments to prove a future Hap-
pinefle and Mifery, Reward and Punifhment, in the
generall s yea andin fpecial, that the Love and Fry-
#tion of God is this Reward ; and that the effedts
of his difpleafure are this Punifbment : Nothing
more clear and certain then that there 5 4 God, (He
muft be a fool indeed that dare deny it, Pfalir4.1.)
as alfo that this God is the Creatour of the rationall
nature, and hath the abfolure right of Soveraigne Go-
vernement : and therefore thae the rationall Crea-
ture oweth him the moft full and abfolute obedience,
and deferveth punifhment if he difobey. And its
moft clear that infinite goodnefle fhould be loved -
bove all finite imperfect created good : And its clear
that the rationall nature is fo formed, that without the
bopes and fears. of another life, the world neither i,
nor ever was, noy (by ordinary vifible meanes) can
be well governed; (fuppofing' God to work on man
according to his nature.) Andit is moft certain that it
confifteth not with infinite wifdome, power and
gocdnefle, to beput torule theworld inall ages, by
fraud and fallehood,  And it is certain that Heachens
do for the moft part through the world, by the light
of nature acknowledge a life of joy, or ‘mifery to
come : And the moft hardened Acheifts or lnfidel[s;

a mu

9
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mufk confefle, that [ for onght they know there may
be fuch a life:]) it being impoffible they fhould know
or prove the contrary.  And it is moft certain thyg
the meer probabulity or poffibitityof a Heaven and Hell,
(being macters of fuch unfpeakable concernment )
fhould in reafon command our utrioft diligence to the
hazard or lofs of the tranfitory vanities beloy : and
confequently that a holy diligent preparation for ano-
ther lite is maturally the duty of the reafenable creature,
And its as {ure that God bath not made our natyre in
vainy nov {et uson a life of vain employments noy
made it our bufinefle in the world to feek after thar
‘which can neverbe attained.

Thefe things and much more do (hew that natre
affordeth us (o tull a teftimony of the life to come thays
yetinvifible, thatit exceedingly helpeth us in belie-
ving the fupernatural revelation'of it, which is more
full.

5. And though we have not feen the objedts ofour
faith, yetthofe that have given us their infallible
tetimony by infallible means, have feen what they
teflified. “Though Cmo weun hath feen God ar ainy
times yet the only begotten Sonne which i in the bo.
Jome of the Father bath declared him, Joh. 1,18,
[Vertly, werily, (faith our Lord)*we fpeak that e
know s and teftific that we have feen Job, 3, 11,
Verl.31,32. THe that cometh fiom Hewwen is shove
all s and what be hatk [een and heard thay e vefti-
fieth.] Chrift that hath told us faw the things that

wehave not feen : and you will believe honeft men
that{peak to you of what they were eye-witnefles of.
And the Difciples fam the perfon, the transfigugati-

_ on,
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on,- aid the miracles of Chyift, Infomuch chae Fobn
thus beginneth his Epiftle, 1 Fobi 1. 1,2, 3. [Thas
which wos /rom the beginsiing which we have heard,
whign we have [een with onr cyes > which we have s
looked wpon, and our hands haye handled of the
Word of life, ( for the life was manifeffed and we

hawve [een sty and bear withefs , and thew it to you,
thar esermall life swhich ‘was with 1he Father | “and

- was manifefled unto we ;) That which we have [een

and heard declare we wprg you.} So Paul, 1 Cort 9,1,
Am I 108 an dpofle ? have I pos feen Fefus Chrift
our Lord, 1Cor, x5, 5,6, 7. [He was [een of Ce-
phas, then of the twelve = after thar b was [een
of above 500 brethren at omie, of whom the grea-
ler part remain unto thes prefent] Heb, 3, 3, 4o This
Lgrear [alvation as firft began 70 4o Jboken by the
Lord, and was confiymed to s by them that heayd
himy God allo bearing thems witnefle , both with
Jfigns and wonders and with divers wiraclys and gifts
07(' the holy Ghoft, according 10 bss own will ] » Per.
1. 16, 17. [ For we have ot followed cunningly
devifed fables, when we made lnowy #1L0 Yo the
power and coming of ur Lord Fefus Chift, b
weve eye-witndfJes of his Majefly " "For fe recoimed
from God the Father honowr and glory, when there
came [wch a woice 1o hime, from the excellons ¢lo-
"Wy This is my beloved Sowpe in whom T ams well
ple;Zéd * And this voice which came from Heayes,
we feard when we were with bins iy the holy Mouns
And therefore when the Apoitles were commangded
by their perfecutors, not to eak 4 ally ov teach iy
the wame of Fefus, they anfwered s LHe cap;ior

‘ C 2 /Jf,-zi
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but [peak the things which we have [een and bheard,]
Ad&. 4.18,20. f{o that much of the obje@s of our
faith to us invifible, have yet bin feen by thefe that
have mftrumentally revealed them s and the glory of
Heaven it felfis {een by many millions of fouls, that
zre now poflefling it.  And the tradition of the Te-
ftimony of the Apoftles unto us, is more fulland fa-
tisfactory , then the tradition of any Laws of the
Land , or Hiftory of the moft unqueftionable affairs
that have been done among the peogle of the earth:
(as I have manifefted clfewhere) So that faich hath the
infallible Teftimony of God, and of them that have
feen , and therefore s to us inftead of fighr,

6. Laftly, Even the enemy of faith himfelf doth
againt his will confirme our. faith by the violence and
rage of malice, that he flireth up in the ungodly a-.
gainft the life of faith and holinefle 5 and by the im
portunity of his oppofitions and temptations , difco-
vering that it is not for nothing that he is fo maliciouf-
ly folicitous, induftrious, and violent.

And thus you fee how much faith hath, that (liould
fully fatisfic arationall man, inftead of prefence, poffef-
fion and [ight,

If any (hall here {ay, CBur why wonld not God les
ws have a [ight of Heaven or Hell, when be conld
not byt know that it would more generally and cer-
tainly have prevasled for the converfion and falva-
tion of the world : Doth he envy us the woit effe-

Fipal meanes,]

Tanfwer, 1, Who art thou 6 man that difpureft
againft God ¢ {hall the thing formed fay to him that
formed it, Why haft. thou. made me thus Muft

God
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x;_'

God come down to the barre of man, to render an
account of the reafon of his works ¢ 'Why do ye not
alfo ask him a reafon of thenature, fituation, magni-
tude,. order, influences, ¢e. of all the Starres, and
Superiour Orbes, and call um to an account for al
his works ¢ when yet there are fo many things in
your our own bodies, of which you little underftand
thereaton, Is it notintollerable impudency, for fuch
wormes aswe, [0 low, fodark, to queftion the eter-
nall God, concerning thie reafon of his Laws and dif-
penfitions¢ Do we not fhamefully forget our 7gno-
rance and our diftance ¢
2. But if you muft have a Reafon, let this fuffice
you : Itis fit that the Government of God be fuited
to the mature of the reafonable fubje¢t, And Reafon is
made to apprehend more then we fee, and by reach-
ing beyond fesfe , to carry us to {eck things higher
and better then fenfe can reach,  Ifyou would have
a man underftand no more then he fees, you would
almoft equalize a wife man and a foole, and make a
s man too like a beaff. Even in worldly matters, you
will venture upon the greateft coft and paines for the
things that you fee nos, norever faw. e thathath
a journey to go to a place that he never faw, will
not think thac a {ufficient reafon to flay at home,
*The Merchant will faile a thoufand miles to a Land,
and for a Commodity, thathe zever faw.  Mult the
Husbandman fee the Harveff before he plow his Land
and fow his Seed ¢ Muft the fick man feele, that he
hath health before he ufe the meanes togetic 2 Mult
the Souldier fee that he hath the victory before he
fight¢ You would take fuch conceits in worldly mac-
C3 ters.
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“ters to be the fymptomes of diftraétion : And will
you cherifh them where they are molt pernicious d
Hath God made man for any esd, or for none 7 1
nome, heis made in vain : 1t for ang » horeafon can
expect that he fhould fee his end, before he ufe the
meanes, and fee his bome_ before he begin to travaile
towards it, When Children firft go to Schoole,
they do not fee or emjoy the learning and wildome
which by time and labour they muft aceain, You
will provide for the Children which you aelike to
have before you fee them, To look that fighs which is
our frultion st [elf', [hould go before a holy life, is
to expet the ewd before we will ufe the neceffary
meanes,  You lee here'in the governement of the
world , that it is rhings unfeen that are the inftru-
ments of rule, and motives of obedience,  Shall no
man be reftrained from felony or murdey s, but he
that feeth the Affizes or the Gallowes ¢ It s enough
that he forefeerh them , as being made known by the
awes,
L“IA; wouldbeno diferimination of the aqood and bad, »
the wife and foolifh, if the reward and punifbment
- muftbe feew? what thief fo mad as to fteal ac the
* Gallowes, or before the Judge ¢ ‘The bafeft habits
would be reftrained from acing, if the reward and
punithment werein fight,  The moft beattly drunk-
ard would not be drunk; the filthy fornicator would
forbear bis luft s the malicious enemy of godlinefle
would forbear their calumnies and perfecutions , if
Heaven and Hell were open to their fight, No man
will play the adulcerer in the face of the Affembly :
The chaftand unchaft feem theye alike : And fo ﬂﬁcyi
ol

e
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would do it they faw the face of the moft creadtnll
God.  No thanks to any of you all to be godly if
Heaven were to be prefently feen 2 or to forbear your
finme 5 if you faw Hell fire, God will have a mceeer
way of tryal = You fhall éeljeve his prowmifes, if ever
yowwillhave the bemefis , and beliege his threatnings,
it ever yom will efoape the threatned evifl, - Wi
Ufer, ’]'hisbeing the Nature and Ufe of Faith, to
apprehend chings abfens as if they were prefens, and
things wufeen as if they were vifible betore our eyes 5
you may hence underffand the wasuye of Chriftianity,
and what it is to be 4 true Belicyer, Verily it is g-
nother matter than che drcaming, {elf-decciving
world imagineth, Hypocrites thinke ¢lyqt they are
Chriftians indeed, becaufe they have entercained o
{'ulpcrﬁciall opinion, thatthereis g Chiifty an imymo-
tality of fouls, a Relurrection, a Heaven and 3 Hell,
though their Lives bear witnels, that chis is not 4
living, and effictnall fiiehs but it is their Jenfitive
fueeltzesand intereff that ape predominant, andare che
byas of their hearts,  Alus 1 lirele oblervation may
tell them, that notwichtanding their moft confident
pretentions to Chriftanity, they are utterly unac-
quainted with the Chriftian life, * Would they Jive
35 they do, in worldly ces, and pamparing of the
flefly, and negledt of God and the life ¢, couse if they
[aw the things which they fay they do belivee 2 Could

e T ———

they be fenfuall, ungodly nd fecure, it they hada

Lith that fere’dinflead of fizhs £
Would you know whio'ic is thac is the Chrittian
indeed & 1. He is one thas liwer) (intome meafure )

w if be faow the Loyd e Believing in that Gad tha
dwellet)y
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elleth in the inaccefSible light, that cannot be feen
‘ll); mortall eyes, hejlgiveth as before his face. "He
fpeaks, he prayes, he thinks, he deals with men, as
if he faw the Lord ftandby, No wonder therefore
if he do it withrewerence and holy fear, No wonder
if he make lighter of the (miles or frowns of mortall
man, than others do that {ee none higher 5 and it he
obferve not the luftre of worldly dignity, or flefhly
beauty, wifdome o vainglory, before the tranfcen.
dent incomprehenfible light, to which the Sun it felf
is darkne(s. When he awaketh he is [lill with God ,
Phal,134.8. He fers the Lord alwaics before him, be-
canfe he ss at his right handy he s not moved,Plal.16.8,
And therefore the lite of believers is oft called, a
walking with Gody and a walking before God, as Gen,
522,24, & 6.9. & 17.1, in the cafe of Henoch,
Noah,and Abrabam. All the day doth he wait on God,
Pfal.25.5. Imagin your felves what manner of per-
fon he muft be that feesthe Lord; and condudﬂe that
fuch (in his meafure ) is the true believer, For by
Faith be feeth him that 55 invifible (to the cye of fenfe)
and therefore can forfake the glory and pleafures of
the world, and feaveth not the wrathof Princes, as its
id of Mofes, Heb,x1,27. '

f 2. Thef Reliever is onz that liveth on a Chiift whom
be never [aw, and truferh in bim, adbereth to hitm,
acknowlédgeth his benefits, /overh him and rejoyceth
in him, as it hehad fees him with biseyes, T his is
the faith which Peter-calls merc precions than perifhirg
golds that maketh us love him whom we have not

" [een, and inwhom though now we [ce him not, yet ber

liewing we rejoyce, with unfpeakable and glart’otf I% ?t’i
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1Pec.1.8, Chrift dwelleth in his hears by faithy not

on}y by bis Spirit 5 but objectively 3 as our deareft
abfent friend, doth dwell in our eftimation and affe-
¢tion,Ephef.3.17 O that the miferable Infidels of
the world, had the eyes, the hearss, the experiences of
the true believer !  Then they that with Themaes tell
thofe thofe that have feen him, [ Except 7 may fec and
feely, 1 will not beleewe,] will be forced to cry out,
[ My Lord andmyGod,] Joh.20.25,¢c,

3. A Believeris one that judgeth of the man by his
invifible infide, and not by outward appearances with
a flefbly worldly judgment. He feerh by faith a greac-

- er ugline(s in fin, than in any the moft deformed mon-

fter.  When the unbeliever aith, what harm is it to
pleafe my flefh, ineale, or pride, or meat and drink,
or luftfull wantonnefs ¢ the believer takesit as the
queftion of a fool, that fhould ask [ what harm is it
to takea dram of Mercury or Arfenick 2] He [eeth
the wisions evill, and forefceth the confequent pemal
evill, by the eye of faith, And therefore it is that he
pittyeth the ungodly, when they pitty not them-
felves , and fpeaks to themoft with atender heart
in compaffion of their mifery, and perhaps weeps
over them (as Paw/, Phil,3.18,19.) when he cannot
prevail 5 when they weep not for themfelves, but
hate his love, and {corn his pitty, and bid him keep
his lamentations for himfelf 5 becaufe they fee not
what he fees.

He feeth alfo the inward beauty of the Saints ( as
it fhineth fort!t i the holinefs of their lives) and
through all their fordid peverry and contempt, be-
holdeth the image of God uprB them, For he judg-

eth
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ethnot'of fimor holinefs as they now<appear ‘to the di-
firatted world 5 butasthey will be judged-of at the:
day whichhe foréfecth; when fin willbe the fhuame,
aird ‘holine{sthe honoured ‘and efired ftate,
'Fte-can :fee’ Chrift in his -poor defpifed members,

.and Love'God'in thofe thatare'made as the {corn and
officouring of all ‘things, ‘by 'the ‘malignant unbelie-

ving wotld, e admireth the-excellency and happi-
nefs of thofe, thatare-made.the laughing ftock of the
ungodly : ‘and accounteth ‘the Saints the mof¥ excel-
lens on carth,, Pla). v6.2. and had rather be one of
their ‘communion inrags, thaa fit with Princes that.
are naked within, ‘and'void of the true and durable
glory. ‘He judgeth of men as he perceiveth-them to
have more or le(s of Chrift. The worth of aman is
not obvious to the fenfe.  Youfee his #ature, com-
plexionand his clothes  but as you {ee not his Zearn-
1r7g ot skill in any’Art whatloever, {o you fee not his
graceand heavenly mind,  As the foul it lelf, o the
{infull deformity, and the holy beanty of ity are taus
invifible, and ‘perceived only by theiy fruits, -and by
the eye of faith, which feeth things as God reveals
them. And -therefore in the eyes of a'true believer,
a wileperfen ss contemned s but'he bonoureth thofe that

fear the Lord PLalivs .

4. ‘A true Believer doth feek a HappinefSwhich he
never (aw, andthas with greaser cftimation and ve-
[folusion, than he [eeks the reoff excellent things that he

hath feen. Tn all hisprayers, his'labours and his fuffer-

ings, ‘itis an‘wmfeen Glory that hefeeks : He feath wot
the’Glory of God, ‘nor the Glorified Redeemer, nor
the world of Angels, and perfe&ed fpiritsof the juft :

' R ' but -

e P —————

bue he knamerh by faith, thacfuch a God, fuch:a Glor
ry, fuch a world as this thereds, as.certainas it his ayes

had feenit. And sherefore he provides, helives, he -
hopes, he waites, for this unfeen ftate of fpiricuall

blifs, contemning all the wealth and glory, thag fighe
¢an- reach in comparifon thereof, Hebelieveth what
he fball fec 5 and therefore firives. that he mayfec ic.
Its fomething above the Sun, and all that mortall
eyes can fee, which is. che end, the hope, the portismof
a believer, without whichall is nothing to him ; aad
for which he trades and travels here, as worldlings:
do for worldly things, Muarthi6.20,21, Col 3.1,
Phil,3.20,

5. A true Believer dorh all his life prepare for a
disy that 1s yet to.came, and-for an accouns of all the pa(:
fages of hislife, though hehath nothing but the word
of God, toaffure him ofit. And therefore he lives,
asone that is hafting to the prefence-of bis Judgs and
he contsiveth his affairs, and difpoleth of his.worldly-
riches, as one thac looks to bearof it again, and as;
one that vemembreth the Fwdee & ar the dosre 5.
Fames 5.9, He rather asketh, [whae life, what
words, what actions, what way of vfing my E-
ftate and intereft, will be fiveeteft to me in the re-
view, and will be beft at laft when 1 muft according-
ly receive my doome ] than [what is moft pleafant
to my fleth ¢ and what will ingratiate me moft with
men ¢ and what will accommodate me beft at pre-
fent? and fce me higheltin the world 27 And chere-
fore it is, that he pittieth the ungodly. even in the
heighe of their profperity 5 andis {o carneft (though
itoftend them) to procure their recovery, as know-

D2 ing

.w'
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ing that how fecure focver they are now , they

‘mft give an account to him that is ready te judge

the quick and the dead, 1 Pet. 4. 5. and that then
the cafe will be altered with the prefumptuous
world, BN :

6. Laftly, A truebeliever is carefull to prewent a
threatned mifery which he never felry and is awaken-
ed by holy tear to flyc from the wrath to come, and

- Is induftrious to eicape that place of torment which

henever faw, asif hehad feenit with his eyes. When.
he heareth but the found of the trumpet , he takes
warning that he may (ave his (ol Ezek, 33. 4.
The evils thatare here fels and feen are not fo dread-
full to him , as thofe that he never fuw or felt. He
is not fo carefull and refolute, to avoid the ruine of
his Eftate or name , or to avoid the plague, or fword
or famine, or the fcorching flames, or death, or tor-
ments, as he is to avoid the endlefs torments, which
are threatned by the righteous God. It is a greater
mifery in his efteem, tobe really undone for ever,
then feemingly only for a time , and tobe caft off
by God, then bya{l the world; and to /ie in Hell,
then to fuffer any temporall calamity,  And there.
fore he fears it more, and doth more toavoid it 5 and
is more caft down by the feares of Gods difpleafure ,
then by the feelings of thefe prefent fufferings,  As
Noah did for his prefervation trom the threatned de-
luge, fo doth the true Believer for his prefervation
from everlafting wrath, Heb, 11, 7. LBy fasth Noah
being warned of God of things not feen as yet , mo-
ved with fear , prepared an Arke , 10 the [aving of
his haafes by the which he condemncd the Woyl,

and
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ard became heive of the vighteenfnefe , which is by
faith) God firft giveth warving of the flood : No-
ab belicveth it : not with a bfelefe, buta wo king
faith : that firft moved in him a ‘elt-preferving fear

- This fear moveth Noah to obey the Lord in the ufe of
means, and to prepare the Ark s and all this vas, to

lave humletfand his houfe from a flool, that was as yet
unfeen , and of which in nature there wis no appear-
ance. 'Thus doth God warne the {infull world, of the
day of judgment, and the fire that is unquenchable s
and true believers wake his warning s and belicving that
which they cannot [ee, by fear they are moved to flye
to Chrift, and ufe his meanes to fcape the threatned
calamity, By this ‘they become the beirs of that
Righteon[neffe which 15 f]y faith; and condemne the
unbelieving carelels world, that take not the warning,

and ufenot the remedy, o
By this time you may fee that the Life of Faith is
quite another thing, thanthe /ife/effe opinson of multi-
tudes thar call themf{elves belicvers.
lieve there is a Gody a Chrift, a Heaven, a Hell,]
is as eafie as it is common, But the juirth of the
ungodly is but an uneffectuall dreame.” To dream
that you are fighting, wins no viGtories : 'To dreame
that you are eating, gets no ftrength,  To dreame
that you are runing, vids no ground : To dreame thac
you are plowing, or fowing, or reaping, procureth
bat a fruitle(s harveft,  And to dreame that you are
Priuces, may confift withbeggery. If youdo any
more shan-dreame ot Heaven and Hell, how is it that
you flirre not, and make it not appeare by the dili-
gence of your lives, and the fervour of your duties,
D3 and

To fay [1 be- ‘
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and the ferioulnels of your endeavours, thae fuch
wonderfull usexpreflible overpowering things, are in-
deed the matters of your beliefs As you love your
fouls take heed left you-take an smage of fasth to be
thething it (elf,  Fairh fets on work the powers of

 the foul, for the obtaining of that joy and the efca-

" Image fears them not,

ping of that mifery which you believe, But the image
of faith in felf-deceivers , neither warms nor morks »
it conquereth no difficulties y it ftirs not up to faith-
full duty, 1t'sblind, and thevefore feerh not God s
and how then fhould he be fear'd and lov'd ¢ It feerh
not Hell y and therefore the fenfelefs foul goes on as
fearlefly and merrily to the unquenchable fire, as if
hewere in the fafeft way, This Image of faith, ag-
nihiluteth the moft potent objeéts, asto any due im-
preflionon the foul. God isas no God, and Heaven
as no Heaven , to thele Imaginary Chriflians. 1fa
Prince be in the roome, an Iinage reverenceth him
not : 1f mufickand feafting be there, an Image finds
no pleafure inthem. If fire and fword be there, an
You may perceive by the
fenfelcflc neglectull carriage of ungodly men, that
they feenot by faith the God that they fhould love
and fear; the Heaven that they fhould (eek and waic
fors or the Hell that they fhould with all poffible cre
avoid.  Heis indeed the troe Believer that (allowing
the difference of degrees) doth pray asif he faw the
Lord; and tpeak and live as alwaies in his prelence s
and redeem hus time as jf he were to dye to morgow,
or as one that (e=th deathapproach, and ready to lay
hands upon him 5 that beﬁs and cries o God 1y pray-
ery as onc that forefeeth the day of judgement 5 and
the
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the endlefle joy or mifery thac followeth : that beftir-
eth.him for evedlatting life, as one that ferth Hea-
ven and Hell, by the eyeof taith,  Taithis a ferious
apprehenfion, and caufeth a {erious converfation : for
itis inflead of fight and prefence.
Yrom all this you may eafily and certainly inferre |
1. That true faithis a Jewel, "rare and precious: and
not {o.common as nominall careleffe Chriftians think,
What fay they, Are we nor all beliewers 2 will yoy
make Infidels of all that are not Saints ? are powe
Chriffians, but thofe that live (o flriétly ? Anfwer
Iknow they are not Infidels by profeflion : but what
they areindeed , and what God will take them‘for ,
you may foon perceive, by comparing the defcription
of faith, with the infcription legible on their fizes.
It's common to fay , 7 do belicve + butis it common
to find men, prayand /ive, asthofe that do believe
indeedelt is both in works of chariry,and of piety,that
a living faith will thew itYelf. T will not therefore
contend about thename : It you are wngodly, unjuff,
or.uncharitable, and yet will call your felves Believers,
youmay keep the name, and feewhether it will fave
you,  Have you forgotten how this cafe is determin-
ed by the holy Ghoft himfelf, Fames 2. 12, &c. .
What doth st profit my Brethren, if 4 aman [y, he
bath fuith , and hath wot works? " Cam fuith fave
hims ? Faith if it hath not warks is dead, being u-
lome.  Thou believeft thas shere & ove God : they
doft well = the Devils alfo believe and tremble, '}t
Juch a belief be ir, that thou glorieft in, its not de-
nied thee ! But wilt thow know, ob vain mun, tha
Jaith withows works is dead ? &c. Ts there life
‘ where -

.53
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where thete is no motéon ¢ Had you that Fairh that
is inttead of fight , it would make you more fo-
licitous for the things unfeen, thea you are for the
wifible trifiles of this world,

2. And hence you may obfetve, that moff true
Believers are weak ¢n Faith,  Alas how farre do
we all fall hort of the love, and zeal, and care,
and diligence, which we fhould have if we had buc
once beheld the things which we do belicve 7 A-
las how dead are our affections, how flat are our
duties? How cold, and how {low are our endea-
vours ¢ How unprofitable are our lives, in com-

arifon of what one posrs fight of Heavenw and Hell
would mike thembes O whatacomfortable con-
verfe would it be, if T might but joyn in Prayer,
Praife, and holy conference one day or hour, witha
Perfon that had feen the Lord, and been in Hea-
ven, and born a part in the Angelical Praifes!
Were our Congregationscompofed of fuch perfons,
what manner of worfhip would they perform to
Gods How unlike would their heavenly ravithing
expreflions be to thefe our fleepy heartlefle duties ¢
Were Heaven open to the view of all this Congre-
gation while Y am {peaking to you, or when we are
fpeaking in prayer and praife to God, imagine your
felves what a change it would make upon the beft of
us in our fervices !~ What appfehenfions, what affe-
ctions, what refolutions it would raife ! and what a
pofture it would caft us allinto ! And do we not all
protefle to believ: thefe things, as revealed from
Heaven by the infallible God? Do we not fay,

“that fuch 2 Divine Revelation is as fure as if the
' thing,

The Life of Faith,
things were in themfelves laid open toour fight ¢
Why then are we no more affeCted with them ¢
Why are we no more tranfported by them? Why
~do they no more command our fouls, and ftirre up
our faculties to the moft vigorous and lively exercife ¢
and call them off from things thatare not to uscon-
fiderable, nor fit to have one glance of the eyeof
our obfervation, nora regardfull thought, nor th
leaft affection, unlefle as they fubferve thele greater
things ¢ When you obferve how much, in your
{elves and others, the frame of your foulsin holy
duty, and the tenour of your lives towards God
and man, do differ from what they would be, if you
had feen the things that you believe, let it mind you
of the great imperfection of Faith, and humble us
all in che fenfe of our imbecillity. For though ¥
know that the moft perfect Fasth, is not apt to
raife fuch high affections in degree, as {hall beraif-
ed by the beatifical wifion in the glorified, and as
prefent inswition now would raife, it we could attain
1t; yet feeing Faith hathas furean Objettand Re-
velation as fight it (elff, though the mamuer of ap-
prehenfion be leffe affecting, it fhould do much
more with us than it doth, and bring us nearer
to [uch affeitions and refolutions , a5 fight wowld
canfe,

Ufe 3. If Faith be given us to make things ro

come as if they were at hand, and things wnfeen as if
we faw thems, youmay fee from hence, 1, The rea-
fon of that holy feréonfnef§ of Belivers, which the
ungedly wans.. 2. And the reafon why the ungarj?

want 3, 3. And why they wonder aty and diflafle
. llz and
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and deride shis ferious diligence of the Saims.

1. Would you make ic any matter of wondey,
for men to be more carefull of their fouls, more
fervent in their requefts to God, more fearfull of
offending him, and more laborious in all holy prepa-
ration for eternal life, than the holieft and precifeft
perfon thac you know in all the world, if {o be that
Heaven and Hell were feen to them? Would you
not rather wonder at the diudweffe and coldneffe, and
negligence of the best, and that they are not farre
more holy and diligent than they are, if you and
they did fec thefe things 2 Why then do'younot
cedle your wendcring ac their diligence ? - 0 you
not know that they are men, that faye feen the
Lord, whom they daily ferve ? and Jeen the gloyy
which they daily feek ¢ and feen the’ place’ of tor-
ments which they fly from? By Faith in the
Glyfe of Divine Revelations chey have Jeen
them,

2. And the redfon why the careleffe world are not
as diligent, and holy as Beliewers, is becaufe the
have not this eye of Faith, and never faw thofo
powerfull objeéts, thac Believers fee. Had you
their eyes, you would have their fearrs and fives,

O that the Lord would but illuminate you, and

give you fuch a fight of the things whfeen, as-eve-
ty “teue Believer hath! What a happy change
would it make upon you? -Then inftead of your
deriding or oppofing. it, we fhould have your com-
pany in the holy path: You ‘would then be fuch
your (elves, as you now deride, If .you faw what
they fee, you would do as they 4, When the

heavenly
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heavenly light had appeared unto San/, he cealeth
perfecating, and enquires what Chrift would have
him to do, that hemight be fuch a one as he had
perfecuted,: And when the fcales fell from his eyes,
he falls to Prayer, and gets among the Believers
whom he had. periecuted, and laboureth and fuffer-
eth more than rhey,

3. Bue ill chis light appear to your darkned
fouls, you cannot fee the Reafons of a holy hea-
venly life: and therefore you will think it hypocri-
fie, or pride, or fancy, “and imagination , “or the
foolithnefle of cracke-brain'd felf conceited men. 1f
you fee a man do reverence to a Prince, and the

* Prince himfelf were invifible to you , would you

not take himfora mad man 5 and'fay chac hecring-
ed to the ftools or chaires, or bowed to 3 poft, or
complemented with his fhadows I you faw g
mans action in"eating and dinking, and “fee not the
meat and drink it felf, would you not think him
mad ¢ If you heard men laugh, and hear not o
much as the voice of. him that gives the jeaft,
would you not imagine themn to be brainficks It
vou fee men dance, and hear not the muficks if
you fee a Labourer threfhing, or reaping, oy mow-
g, and fee no corn or grafle before him 5 if you
fee a Souldier fighting for his life, and fee no e-
nemy that he {pends his ftroakes upon, will you
not take all thefe for men diftracted ¢ Why ths is
the cafe between youand the true Believers, You
fee them reverently worfhip God, but you fee not
the Majefty which they worfhip, as they do: You
fee them as bufie for the faving of cheir fouls,

P2 as
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as it an hundred lives lay on ity but you fee not
the Hell from which they fly, nor the Heaven the

feck: and therefore youmarvell why they make fo
much ado, about the matters of their falvation s
and why they cannot do as others, and make as
light of Chrift and Heaven, as they that defire to
be excufed, .and think they have more needfull
things tomind. Buc did you fee with the eyes of a
true Believer, and were the amazing things that God
hath revealed to us, but open toyour fight, how
qnickly would yoube fatisfied, and fooner mock at
the diligence of a drowning man, thatis ftriving for
his life, or at thelabour of the City, when they are

bufily qnenching the flames in their Habitations,

than mock at them that are ftriving for. the ever-
lafting life, and praying and labouring againft the e-

ver-burning flames

How foon would you turn your admiration, a-

gaioft the {tupidity of the carelefle world, ‘and

wonder more that ever men that hear the Scriptures,

and fee with their eyes the worksof God, can make
fo light of matters of fuch unfpeakable eternal con-

{equencez Did you but [ee Heaven and Hell , it
would amaze you to think that ever many, yea fo
many, and fo feeming wife, fhould wilfully run into
everlatting fire, and fell their fouls at fo’low arate,
asif it were as eafie tobe in Hell asinan Ale-houfe,
and Heaven were no better than a beaftly lut ¢ QO
then with what aftonithment would you think ! [ Is
this the fire that finners do fo lietle fear ¢ Is this
theGlory that is {0 neglected 2] You would then
fee thav the madneffe of the nngodly is the wonder,

Wfe. 3.
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#fe 3.By this time I fhould think that fome of your
own Confciences have prevented me, in the ¥/e of
Examination, which I am next to'call you to. I
hope while I have been holding you the Gliffe, you

. have not turn’d away youy faces, nor fhut your eyes:

Bue that you have been judging yowr [elvesby the
light which hath been fet up betore you, Have not
fome of your confciences faid by this time, [[If this .
be the nature and ufe of Faith, to make things un-
{een, as if wefaw them, whata defolate cafe then.
ismy foul in ¢ how void of Faith? how full of 1z-
fidelity 2 how far frem the truth and power of Chri-
ftianity ¢ How dangeroufly have Ilong deceived
ty {elf in calling my felf a true Chriftian, and pre-
tending to be a true Believer 2 When I never knew
the /ife of Faith, buttook a deadopinion, bredon-
ly by Education, and the cuftom of the Countrey
inftead of its little did I think that Ihad been an
Infidel at the heart, whileIfo confidently laid claim
to the Name of a Believer !  Alas how farre have I
been from living, as one that feeth the things that
he profeffeth so Believe ¢ ] 1f-fomeof your confci-
ences be not thus convinced, .and perceive not yet
your want of Faith, Ifear ivisbecaule they are fear-
ed, or afleep.. .

Butif yet comfcience have not begun to plead this
caufe againft you, let me beginto plead it with your
confciences: Are you Belicvers? Do you live the life
¢f Faith, or not? Do you'lvve apon things that are

- unfeem,or upon the prefent vifible baies of fenfuallitys

That you may noc turn away your cars, or hear me
witha fluggith fenflefle nund, lecme tell you.flirﬁ,
L3 10W.
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how nearly it concerneth you; to get this Queftion
foundly anflwered 5 and then, that you may not be
deceived, let me help you toward "the true refolu-
tl@ﬂ-, g b . . ’

& 3. And for the firft, You may perceive by what
is {aid, that faving Taith isnot fo common, as thofe
that know not the nature of ic, do imagine, [ 4/
men have not faith, ] 2 Thel.3.2. O what abun-
dance do deceive themfelves with Names, and fhews,
and a dead opinion, and cuftomary Religion, and take
thele for the life of fuith!

2. Till you have this faith, you have no fpecial
intereft in Chrift.  Itis only Beliewers that arc yuited
to him, and are his living Members : and it is by
faith that he dwelleth in our hearts; and that we live

- in bim, Eph.3.17, Gal.2,20. Tn vain do you boaft 'of
Chrift, if you are not true Believers.” You have
no part or portion inhim: Noneof his fpecial Be-
nefits are yours, till you have this living working
Baith. -~ . . L

3. You are ftill in the ftate of enmity to God, and
wmreconciled to him, while you are wmbelicvers, Tor
you can have #o peace with God, nor aceeffe unto his
tavour, but by Chrift, Rom, 5.1, 2,3,4. Eph.a.14,
15,17, And therefore you muft come by fuith 1o
Chrift; before you can come by Chrift unto the Fa-
ther, as thofe chat have a fpecial Tnteréft 1n his love, -

4. 'Till yon have this Faith, you are under the

- goils and load of all your finnes, and under the curfe
-and condemnation of the Law sy Tor there.is no.
Fuftification or forgivenefie, but by Faith A&, 2.
18. Romug, & 5, ¢7c.

5. Till
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5. Till you have this found Belief of things up-
feens you will be carnal minded, and havegq carnal
end to all your ations, which will make thofe to be
evil, that materially are good, and thofe to be flefh-
by that “maierially " dre holy s “withowt Faith if 1
impafSible to plcajg God, Rom.8. 5,8, 9. Prov,28.9,
Heb.11.6,

6. Laftly, Till you have this liming Faith, you

bave noright 10 Heaven, nor cownld be Javed if you -

die thishour. [ Whoever believeth fhall 5s perifh,
ot have everlafling lifs : He that belicveth on him,
# not condemned : but he that believet) not, i con.
demned alveady: He that belicveth on the Sonne,
hath cverlafting life: and be that belicveth not the
Sonne, [ball not [ee lifes but the wrath of God abidesh
on him, Joh.3.16,18,36. :

You fee, if you love your felves, it concerneth
you, totry whether you are true Believers: Ulnlefs
you take ic.{or an indifferent thing, whether you
live for ever in Heaven or Helly it’s beft for you td
put the queftion clofe to your confciences betimes.
Have you that Faith that ferves inftead of fight 2
Do you carxy within you the cvidence of thirgs wn-
fecn, and the [ubffance of the things which you fay
you dope for 2~ Did you know in  what manner ehis

queftion muft be put and determined at judgment,

and how all your comfort will then depend upon the
anliver, and how near that day is, when you mnft
Allbe fentenced to Heaven or Hell, as you are found
t be Believers or wnbelicvers, it would make you
hearken to my counfel, and prefently try whcher

youhave a faving Faith,
2, Buc
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T, Butleft you be deceived in your triall, and left

- you miftake measif 1 tried the weak by the mealure

of the firong, and laid all your comfort upon fuch
firong 4ﬁ'cé?gi,om, and high deﬁrges, as fight it {elf
would work within you,. ¥ fhall briefly tell you, how
youmay. know whether you have any faith that’s
trut 4na?}4'ving, thoughin the Jeaft degree.  Though

mone of us are affectedto that beight as we thould be,

if we had the fight of all that we do believe, yetall
that have amy [wving belief of invifible things, will
have thefe four figns of faith within them.

Y. A [ound belicf of things sunfeen, will caufe o
praticall eftimaion of them, and that above all earth-
Iy things. ~ A glimple of the heavenly glory as ina
glafs, will caufe the foul deliberately to fay, [ This
I the chief defirable felicity 5 this is the Crown, the
pear], the treafure 5 nothing but this can ferve my
turn. Yowill debafe the greateft pleafures, or riches
or honours of the world in your eftcem, How con-
temptible willthey feem, while you Jee God frand by,
and Heaven asit were {et open to your wiew 5 you]
(ee there’s little caufe to envy the profperous fervants
ofthe world s you will pity them, as mifecabl: in
their mirth, and boundin the fetters of their folly
and concupifcence 5 and as ftrangers to all folid joy
and honour, You will be moved with fome com-

paffion to them in their mifery, when they axe bra-
ving it among men, and domineering for a litte
whiles and you will think, alaspoor mdn! Is chis
* allthyglory ! Haft thou no beteer wealth, no high-
erhononr, no fweeter pleafures than thefe husks ¢

With fuch a pracFicall jadgement as you value gold
: above

coa i
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sbovedire, and jewels jabove common /olm 3 you
will value beavenabove all the riches and pleafures of
;t;:lworlg, ifyou have indeed a living éving faich,
'3-7’ ’9:
- 3. Afound belief of the things unfeen will a5;-
1waly Incline your wills o embrace shem, with confens,
and complucence, and refolurion, above and againft
thofe worldly things, thas wonld be [o9 above shem,
and preferd befere them, I youare true believers,
you have made yowr choice, youlave fixs gour hopes,
you have raken wp your refolutions 5 that Ged muft be
yout portiom, or you can have none that’s worth the
having : that Chrif¥ muft be your Saviewr, or you
cannot be faved : and therefore you are at a point
with all things elfe: they may be your Helps, but
not your H?;im[{e : you are relolved on what Reck
1o bxild, and where to caft anchor 5 and at what port
and prize your life fhall aim, Youare refolved what
to /fele > and traff to God er mese : Heaven or ne-
thing s Chrif} or none 4 isthe voice of your rooted,
ftable refolutions, Though you are full of fears
{ometimes whether you{hall be accepted, and have a
partinChrift, orno ¢ and whether ever you fhall ac-
tain the Glory whichyouaimat ; yetyou are offall
other hopess having feen an end of all perfedt-
ions , and read wanidy and wexatiom written upon
al creatures, even on the moft flattering flate on
earch, andare unchangeably refolved not to change
our mafter , and your hopes, and your holy go?;‘,
or any other /ife or hopes, What ever come of it
you are refolved that here you will venture all:
Knowing that you have nt} other game to play, at
: which

3
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which you are not fure to lofe, and that you ‘can lay
out your love, and care, and Tabour on nothing elfe
that will anfwet your expeétationss nor make any

other bargain whatfocver, but whatyou are fure to

beutterly undone by, Plal.73.25. ¢ 46,7, Mat,
6.20,21. ¢ 134 45,464 Luk,18.33. =

3+ A found beliet of things invifible , will pe fo
farre an effectual é/[)riﬂg of a hly life, as that you
will [ feck firft the Kingdom of God, and its Righ-
teoufnefS, ] Maty 6. 33, and not in your Refolutsons
only, butin your Practifes, the beng of your lives
willbe for God, and your invifible felicity, It is not
poffible that you (hould fee by, fuirh, the Wwonders of
the world to come, and'yet preferre this world before
ite Adead o inionative belief,may ftand witha woyl4-
by, flefbly I:ff; but a working faith will make you

Sirre, and make the things of God your bafinefle -

and the labour and indufiry of your lives will
fhew , whether you foundly believé the things un-
{cen, :

4. If you favingly believe the invifible things,
you will parchafe them at any vate , and hold them
fafter than your worldly accommodations s and will
fuffer the loffe of all things vifible, racher rhan you
will caft away your hopes of the glory which you
never faw, A humane faith and bare opinion, will
not hold faff when trial comes, For fuch men take
Heaven but for a referve, becaufe they muft leave
carthagainft their wils, and are loath ro g0 to hell:
but they are refolyed tohold the world as long as the
can, becaufe their faith apprehendeth no fuch fatil}-"
lying certainty of the things wnfecs , as will encou-

rage
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rage them toletgo all that they fre, and have in fen-
fible poffeffion. But the weakest faith that’s sruc and
[aving, doth habitually di/]io‘[e the foul, to let go all
the hopes and happinels of this world, when they are
inconfiftent with our fpiritual hopes and happinefs,
Luk. 14433 » ' .

And now I'have gone before you with the light,
and thewed you what a Believer is, will you prefently
confider how farre your heartsand lives agree to this
defcriptions ‘To know [ Whether you live by fairh
or not ] is confequentially to know, wheiber God
or the world be your portion and felicity 5 and. fo
whether you are the beirs of Heaven or Hell  And
is not this a Queftion that you are moft neerly con-
cernedin? O therefore for your fouls fakes, and as
ever you love your everlatting peace, Examine your
felves, whether you are in the faith or mot 2 Know
you not that Christ is in you (byfaith) excepr yon
be reprobates ? 2 Cor, 13.°5, wil you hearken now
as long to your confciences, asyou have done to e ?
As you have heard me telling you, what is the na-
ture of a living, favi;{?_ faith’s willyou hearken to
your confciences, while they impartially tell you, yype-
ther you have this life of faith, or nos ? It may be
known if youare willing, and diligent, and imparti-
al : I you fearch on purpofe as men that would know
whether they are alive or dead, and whether they
{hall live or dieforever: and not as men that would
be flacrered and deceived, and are refolved to think
well of their {tate, beit trueor falfe,

Let confcience tell you: What eyes do you fﬁe by,
for the conduét of tge chief imploiment o your

Ia lives ¢



~ lives? Isit by the eye of fenfe, orfaith 7 F take i
tor granted that it’s by the eye of Reafoms But is. it
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by Reafor corrupicd and byaffed by fenfes oris ic by*
Reafon elevated by faith ?” What Cowmtrey is it that
vour hearts converfein Isitin Heavew or Earsh ?
Wit company is it that you folace your felves with ¢
Is iviith Angels and Saints © Do you walk with
them in the Sprriz , and joyn your eccho’s to their
rriviophant praifes, and fdy Amen, when by faith
youhear them aferibing honour, and praife, and glo-
1y to the ancient of dayes, the Omnipotent Fehovah,
thatis, and thatwas, andis to come # Do you fetch
vour Foyes from Heaven or Earth ? from things wn-
fecir or feen ? things future or prefent ? things he-
ped for; or things poffeffed ¢+ What Garden yeeldeth
youyous fiveeteft lowers? Whence is the food, that
your hopes and comforts live upon ¢ Whence are
the {pirits and cordials that revive you s when a frown-
ing world doth caft you into.a fainting fit, or fwoun ¢
Whereisit that you repofe your fouls for Reft, when
finne or {ufferings have made you weary ¢ Deal tru-
iy, Is it in Hesven or Earth # Which world doe
vou take for your pilgrimage, and which for yout
home 1 do notask you, where you are, but where you
dwell 2 not wheve are your pesfons, but where are
vour hearts < In a word, Are youin good earneft,
when you fay , you believe & Heaven and Hell +
And do you thirk, and fpeak, and pray, acdlive, as
thofe that do sndecd believe it? Do you fpexdyour time,
and cheofe your condision of life, and difpofe of your
affirs, and anfer temptations to worldly things,
9s thofe that are ferions in their beliefe 7 Speak

outs
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s do You live the life of faith upon things unfeen ?
g;x :ﬁedli Z of fenfe on {;ings thas you behold ? '{;)calc
truly s t{).r you endleflejoy or forrow doth much de-
pend onit, ~ Thelife of faish is the certain pafiage to
the life.of glory ? The flefbly life on things here
Jeew 5 is the ceitain way to endlefle szq . If ZZ:
live after the fiehy e [hall die : n; ye by "

irks , do mortific the deeds 3{ the body, ye fha

ﬁw, Rom. 8 ¥3. Be not deceived : God s mot
macked ¢ for whatfoever & man Jowesh » thas ﬂmg be
alfo veap t For he thas [owesh to bis flefb, bﬂm ;j“
the flefb reap corruprion s bus ke shat [oweh to G'
]fc’m, Jhakl of she fpirit_reap everlafting life » Gal.
6. 7, 8, 1f you would know where you muft live
for cver » know baw, and for what, and wpow what it
{ ive here.. ‘
1s’t;jt':-:’;:.ylolua.vl'li‘:ug,enquired whether you are Believers,
Tam next toask you, what you will be for the time
tocome ¢ will you live upon things fcen ot unfeen
While you arrogate the mame and honour of being
Chriftians, will you bethink you what C/;mix,mz.{g
#? andwill you be indeed what you fay you are, and
would be thought to be Oh that you \\'Qusd;g{fvc
credit to the Word of Gode  that the God ot Heav en
ight be but beartily believed by you! And that

mi : o Y
yo§ would but take 4és Word tobe as [ureas fenfe?

s or will be, tobeascer-
what he hath told you s or wil be, -
::1?1 ashif you fam it wichyour cyes 2 Ol what manner
of pexfons would you then be¢ how carctully :mc?
fruitfully would you fpeak and live = How unpombli
wereit then that you thould be carc\g(g and proplmntcé
' ay by fers wyou o b
And here that Tmay by /er‘tjou{mﬂe ting yo {ﬂ;iw

Al .
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[erions in {0 ferions & bufinefle, I fhall firft puc a feyy
[uppofitions 1o you, about_ the mfv_/ﬁble objects of
faith s and then I{hall put fome applicatory Queftions
to you, concerning your own refolytions and pract;ce
thereupon. , e
X. Swppofe you famw the Lord ip glory continually
before you 5 - When you are hearing | praying, talk-
ing jefting, eating, drinking, and ‘when you are
tempted to any wiltull finve. : Suppole yoy faw the
Lord. fland over .you, as verily.ag you feea man.!
(As.youmight do if your eyes conld fee him : for it’s
‘moft certain that he'is ftill prefeat, with you) fuppofe
you faw Bue fuch a glympfe of his back pares as Mofes
did v Exed, 34. when ‘God pug him into acleft of
the Rock and covered him while be paied by .(Chap.
33+ 23.) whenthe face of Mofes fhined with the fight,
that he was faine to vaileit from the people, Zxod,
34+ 335 34, 35.  Or if you had feen bur whac the
Prophet law, Ifa. 6.1, 2, 2, 4,5, 6. when he beheld
the Lord wpon & throne , high wpd lifted wp, &
and heard the Seraphim o1y, Holy , Holy, Holy is
the Lord of Hoftss, the whole earth js Tull of his
glory.  When he (aid, woe is me , for I am. un-
done, becaufe I am a man of unclpun lips , and
dwell in the midft of 4 people of unclean lips ! for
mine_cyes have [een the King the Lord of Hofls,
Or if you had feen but what Fob fa, Fob 42.5, 6.
when he Gaid (1 have beard of 1hee by the hearing
of the ears but now mine eye Jeerh “thee 5 where:
fore I ablorre my [elf and repens in auft and afhes,
What courle would you take, what manner of per-
{ons would you be after Juch 4 fight as this ¢ Ityou
had

L e e

had feen but Ghriff appearing in his glory, as the Dif-
ciples on the holy Mount , Matth, 17, or as pagl
faw him at bis converfion, when he was finitten to the
catth, Aéts o. or as Fobn faw him, Revel, 1. 13,
whese be faith [ He “was cloathed with 4 Garment
down to' the foor, and girt with a goldes girdle
his head and bis basrs were white like woole or Snow,
and bis eyes were as a flame of fire, and his feet
like unto fine brafs ,-as if they burned in a furnace,
and his woice as the [onnd of many waters " and he
had in.bis right hand [even flarves, and out of his
mouthy went a flarp two edged fword , and his conn-
sehance was a5 the Sun [hineth in his Srength ; and
when I faw bim 5 I fell at bis feet ws deads and
be Laid “bis 'vight hand upon me [aying wnto me ,
fear not 51 am the firfF and the loft 5 I am be tha
liveth and was dead s and behold T am alive for e-
vermore, Amen s and have the keys of Hell and
deatl} What do you think you fhould be and do, if
youhad feen but fuch a fight as this ? Would yoube

- godly- ot ‘wngodly after ite  As fure as you live, and

fec one another, God slwayes fecth you : He fecth
your fecre filthinefle, and deceit, and malice, which
vou' thinlc is hid : he feeth you in the dark : the
locking of your-doores, the drawing of your curtains:
the fetcing of the Sun, ‘or the putting out of the can-
dle, doth hide nothing from him that is Omnifcient,
Pl 94.8,9, [ Underfland ob ye brwsifb among the
Peeple ! and ye fooles when will ye be wife ? He that
Planted the car,”fhall be wot heare © be shat forimed
the eye, fhall he ot fee ] The luft and filthinefle |
and covetoulnefle, and envy, and vanity of your ve-

24
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ry shoughts are as open to his view as the Sanne as
noone, And therefore you may well fuppofe Alm
$refens that cannot be ebfents and you may fuppofe
you {aw him that fill fecthyou, and whom you muft
fee. Ohwhat achange, a glymp/e of the ¢/ary of his
Majefty, would make in this Affembly ! Oh what
amazements, what paffionate workings of foul would
it excite ! Were it but an Angel thac did thus appeare
to you, what manner of hearers would you be 2 How
{erions 2 how affectionate? how fenfible? And yet
are you Beliewers, and have nowe of this2 when faith
makes unfeen things to be as feen ¢ Ifthou have faith
indeed, thou {eeft him thatis invifible : thou fpeak.
efttohim : thou heareft himin his Word : thou feeft
him in his Works : thou walkeft with him : he
is the life of thy comforts, thy cenvesfe and thy
life,

2, Suppofe you had feew the masters revealed in
the Gofpell to your faith, @ to what is paf and
done already ? 1t you had feen the deluge and the
Ark, and prefervation of one rlghteous family : the
burning of Sedowsand Gemorrah with fire fromHeaven;
and the faving of Lot whofe rightcons [onl was gric-
wved at theis finnes, and huated after as a prey to their
ungodly rage, becaule he would have hindredthem
from tranfgreffing > Suppofe you had feem the open-
ing of the Red Sea, the Xa{!age of the Ifraclites, the
drowning of Pharaob and his o £gyptians ; the Man-
naand the Quailes that fell from Heaven, the flame-
ing Mount, with the terrible Thunder, when God
delivered the Law to Mefes ! What manner of peo-
ple would you have been? WWhat lives wouldhyou

ave
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have led, after fuch fights, as all or any one of
theler Suppofe you had feen Chrift in his ftate of
Incarnation , in his examplesof lowlinefs, meek-
nefs, contempt of all the glory and vanities of this
world, and had heard him fpeak his heavenly Do-
Gtrine with power and authority, as never man
fpake. Suppofe you had feen him heal the blind,
the lame, the fick, and raife the dead ; and feen him
after all chis made the fcorn of finners, buffeted,
{pit upon, when they had crowned him with thorns,
and arrayed him gorgeoufly in fcorn; and then nail--
ed between malefactours ona Crofs, and pierced ,
and die a thameful death , and this for fuch as you
and I. Suppofe you had feen the Sun darkned with-
outany Ecclipfe 5 the Vail of the Temple rent ; the
earth tremble ; the Angels terrifying the Keepers ,
and Chrift rife again ! Suppofe you had been among
the Dilciples when he appeared in the midt of
them , and with Themas , had puc your fingers into
his wounded fide » and had feen him walking on the
waters, and at laft feen himafcending up to heaven,
Suppofe you had feen when the Holy-Ghoft came
down on the Dilciples in the fimilicude of cloven
tongues , and had heard them fpeak in the various
languages of the Nations, and feen the variety of
Miracles, by which they convinced the‘unbelieving
world : What pertons would you have been ¢ Whae
lives would you have led, if you had beeneye-
witnefles of all thele things ¢ And do you not pro-
fefs to Believe all this ¢ and thac thefe things are as
certain truths, asif youhad feen them? Why then
doth not your Belief affect you,or conuuand you
G more 2
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‘more ¢ Why dothit not do what fight would do,
in fome good meafure, if it were buta lively (aving
faith indeed, that fervethinftead of fenfe = Yea I
matt tell you , Faich muft do more with you, in this
¢afe, then the fight of Chrift alone could do, or the
fight of his Miracles did on moft, Fot many that faw
‘him, and faw his works, and heard his word, yet pe=
rifhed in their unbelief, _

3. Suppofe you faw the Everlafting Glory which
Chrift hath purchafed and prepared for his Saints:
That youhad been once with Paul rapt upinto the
third heavens , and [een the chings that are ynutier.
able: Would you not atter that have rather lived
like Pasl, and undergone his fufferings and con-
tempt, then to have lived like che brain-fick brutifh
world? If you had feen what Stephen faw before his
death, A&, 7.55,56.the Glory of God , and Chrifp
anding at bis right hand 5 1f you had feen the thou-

{ands and millions of holy Glorious fpirits, that are -

continually attending the Majefty of the Lord 5 If
you had feen the glorified {pirits of the juft, that
were once in fleth, defpifed by the blind ungodly
world, while they waited on God in faith, and ho-
linefs, and hope, for thatblefled crown which now
they wear : If youhad felt one moment of their
joyes s If you had feen them (hine as the Sunin
glory, and made like anto the Angels of God 5 1f
you had heard them fing the fong of the Lamly.and
the joyful Hallelujah’s, and praife to their eternal
King : What would you be , and what would you
refolve on after fuch a fight as this ¢ If therich
man Luke 16, had {een Lazarus in Abrakams bofom
in
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in the midft of his bravery, and honour, and feaft-
ing, and other fenfual delights , as afterwards he
faw it when he was tormented in the flames of hell,
do you think fuch a fight would not have cosled
his mirth and jollity, and helpt him to underftandghe
uatwre and valye of his earthly felicity ; and have
proved a more effectual argument then a defpifed
Preachers words ¢ at Jeaft to have broughe him to
a freer exercife of his Reafon, in afober confiderati-
onof his tate and wayes ¢ Had yon fees one hout
what Abraham, David, Panl, aud allthe Saines now
{ee, while finand flcfh doth keep us here in the dark,
what work do you think your felves it would make
upon your hearts and lives ¢ ,

4. Suppofe you faw the face of Death,and thag
youwere now lying under the power of fome mor=
tal licknefs, Phyfitians having forfaken you, and
faid, There is nohope : Your friends weeping over
you, . and preparing your winding-fheet and coffin,
digging your graves, and cafting up the skulls,and
bones , and earth, that muft again be caft in to be
your covering and company : Suppofe you faw a
Meffenger from God totell’ you that you muft die
tomorrow s orheard bue what one of your predece(-
fors heard, Luke 12, 20, Thou fosl, this night fhall thy
Joulbe required of thes : then whofe fhall thefe things
be that thou haft provided ? 1 How would {uch a Mef-
fage work with you ¢ Would it leave youas you
are 2 If you heard a voice from God this night in
your chamber in the dark, telling you, thac 7his 4s
the bft night thas you (hall live on carth | and before 1o
morrew your [ouls muft bein another world, and come

G:2 before
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before the dreadful God : What would be the effect
of fucha Meflage ¢ Anddo you not werily Believe
that all this will very fhortly be ¢ Nay do you not
kuow without Belicving, thatyou mufl die, and leave
yogr worldly Glory ¢ and thatall your pleafures and
contents on earth, will be asif they had never been,
(and much worfe ) | O wonderful ! that a change
fo fure, fo great, (o niear, hould no more affect you,
and no mote be fore-thought on, and no more pre-
paved for ! and that you be notawakened by fo ful
and certdin:a: fore-knowledge , to be ingood fad-
nefs foreternal life, as you feemto be when death is
athand !. o

5. Suppofe you faw the greac and dreadful day of
Judgement , as it is defcribed by Chrift himfelf in
eMatth, 25. [ Whenthe [on of man [hall come in bis
glory , and all his holy Angels with him, and [hall fit
wpon his glorious throne , aud all Nations fhall be ga-
thered before him, and be [hall [eparate thews one from
another, as a Shepherd divideth bis [heep from the goats,
and [ball fes the [beep on bis right hand, and the gosts on
bis left 7 v. 31, 33, 33, and {hall fentence the righte-
aws to eternal life, and the reft into everlafling punifh-
ment. 1f you did now behold the glory and terrour
of that great appearance , how the Saints will be
magpnified, and'rejoyce , and be juftified againftall

the accufations of Satan , #id'calumnies of wicked.

men s and how the ungodly then would fain deny

the words and deeds that now they glory in 5 and-

what horrour and confufion will then over-whelm
thofe wretched fouls, that now out-face the Mel-
fengers of the Lord ¢ Had'you feen them trembling

' before

The Life of Faith.

before the Lord, that now are braving it out in che
pride and arrogancy of cheir hearts : Had you heard
how then they will change cheir cune, and wilh
they had never known their fins : and wifh they
had Jived in greater holinels then thofe whom they
derided for it : What would you [y, and do, and ey

4 after fuch an amazing fight as cthis 7 Would you

fportic outin fin as you have done ¢ Would you
take no better care for your falvation ¢ If you had

d feen thofe fayings of the Holy-Ghoft fulfilled, Fud,

14. 15. 3Thefs 1.7,8,9. [ When the Lord Fefus
Jhall be vewealed from heaven with his mighty A ngels,
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know nos
God, and that obey not the Gofpel of onr Lord Fefus
Chriftywho fball be punifhed with everlafting deftruction

| from the prefenceof the Lord, and from the glory of his

power. ] What mind do you think you fhould be of ?
What courfe would you take, if you had but feen
this dreadful day 2 Could yon go on to think, and
fpeak, and live as fenfually, ftupidly and negligently
asnow youdo ? 2 Pet. 3. 10,t1,12, [ Thedayof
the Lord will come as a thief in the night | inthe which
the heavens [hall pafs avay with a great noife, and
the elements [hall mels with fervent beat 5 the earth alfo
and the works that aretherein [ballbeburntup = Is it

: poffible foundly to believe fuch a day , fo fure, {o

near, and nomoreregard it ; nor make ready for it,
then the carele(s and ungodly do ?

6. Suppofe at that day you had beard the Dewvil
accufing you of allthe fins that you have committed ;
and fec them out in the moft odious aggravations,
and call for juftice againft you to your Judge: If

G3 you
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you heard him pleading all thole fins againft you
that now he daily tempts youto commit, and now
maketh you believe are harmlefs, or {mall inconfi-
derable things : If you heard him faying, At fuch
a time chis finner refufed grace, neglected Chrift,
«delpifed heaven, and preferred earth : atfuch a time
he derided godline(s, and made a mock of che holy

prophaned the name of God. he coveted his neigh-

bours wealth 5 he cherifhed thoughts of envy orof f§ gl
v vilappeared to you, and led you to the place of luft,
I ! . i and offered you the harlot, or the cup of excefs, and
by renewing grace, and therefore he is an heir of £ .
i holy life 5 would not the fight of the angler mar

lult; he was drunk, or gluttonous, or committed
fornication, and he was never thorowly converted

hell, and belongs tome: I ruled him, and I muft

have him.] What would you think ot a life of fin, §
if once you had heard fuch accufations as thefe ¢ [
[ drunk, or filthy, if
you had heard what ufe the tempter will hereafter 3 k on |
8 men have been apaled by fuch afight.

7. What if youhad feen the damned intheir mife- § ; 4 ght. And do you
W As fure as if your eyes beheld him , its he thac
) prompteth men to jeer at godlinefs 5 and puts

How would you deal by the next temptation, if
male of all your fins¢

ry, and heard them cry outof the folly of their im-
penitent carelefs lives 5 and withing as Dives, Luk.

16, that their friends onearth might have one fent §
from the dead, to warn them that they come not tothat §
plase of torment (1 fpeak tomen that fay they are #
[ infanire
d lite, and learnedly to confute the arguments that
g ould have faved them ; and fubtilly to difpute
q themfelves out of the hands of mercy, and gallanely
4 to fcorn to ftoop to Chrift, till there be no remedy 5
g and with plaufible eloquence to commend the
A Plague and ficknefs of their fouls 5 and irrefragably
confident

believers) what would you do upon {uch a fighe ¢ 1f
you had heard them there torment themfelves in
the remembrance of the time they loft, the mercy
they neglected, the grace refifted, and wifh it were
all to do again, and that they might.once more be
tried wich another life.  If you faw how the world
is altered with thofe, that once were as proud and
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g confident as others, what do you think fuch & fight
§ would do with you # And why then doth the ée-
hqwgg of it do no more, when the thing is cer-
i tain

8. Oncemore; fuppofe that in your temptations

you [aw the tempter appearing to you, and pleadsn

‘ i withyou as he doth by his inward fug’geﬁio{l’s,or b%

Word and Counfels of the Lord : atfuchatimehe § ;
4 heard him hiffing you on to fin, peifivading you to

the mouths of his inftruments.  If you faw him and

gluttony, drunkennefs, or uncleannefs # Ifthe De-

urged you to fiear, or curfe, orrail, or fcornat a

his game , and cool

your courage, and fpoil your
fport, and turn

your ftomacks ? would you be
. | you faw him ftand by you ¢
Think on it the next time you are tempted, Stout

not Believe that its he sndeed that tempteth you ¢
your wanton ribbald (peeches, and oaths, and curfes
into your mouths: He is the Tutor of the enemies

of grace, that teacheth them do#é delirare, éngeniofe
ingenioufly to quarrel with the way of

maintain
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you plead for fenfuality or ungodly negligence, or
open your mouths againft the molt ferions holinefs
of life, if heaven and hell ftood opente yowr view ?
Lueft. 3. 1f you faw bue what you [y you do be-
lieve, would you ever again be offended with the Mi-
nifters of Chrif, for the plaineft reproofs, and clofeft
exhortations, and ftriéteft precepts and difcipline,
that now are difielithed fo much # Or raher would
you not defire them to help you prefently to try
your ftates, and to fearch you to the quick, and o
be more folicitous to fave you then to pleafe you 2
The patient that will take no bitter medicine in
time, when he fees he mnff die would then take any
thing. When you fee the things that now you hear
of, then you would do any thing: O then might you
have thefe daies again, Sermons would not betoo
plain or long : 1n [eafon and out of [eafon would then
beallowed of. Then you would underftand what
moved Minifters to be {o importunate with you for
converfions and whether trifling or (erious preach-
ing was the beff,
2ueft. 4. Hadyou feen the things that you fay
you do belicve, what effect wonld Sermons have nupon
Jouy after [uch a fight as this # O whata change it
would make upon our preaching,and your hearing, if
we faw the things thac we [peak and hear of ? How
fervently fhould mwe importune you in the name of
Chrift 2 How attentively would you hear, and care-
fully confider and obey # we fliould then have no
fuch fleepy preaching and hearing, as now we have.
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intaini e way to hell willlead to heaven;
:;aéntt:l;}uljtl;‘};?ﬁxgkns t)t’\at will condemn theme;t;::g
honourably and triumphantly to ovsr;::(rlnﬁ helr
friends, and to ferve the Devil in mog and d%f ¢
and val)iantly to caft themfelves into hell, ) 51 te
of all the laws and reproofs of God oro [x{x c?:rta}n |
would have hindered them, It bemgd rr:‘t tcertiin g
e ey Dcvi}l: ::ﬁﬂ‘é;:ndfzfel: huow dare you §
i{fohii “v‘vot::? ?:)i‘llbtzmuld affure you, that iss as verily

. L | |
be’al\fil(frgocri[{?;vé‘ly: anfwer thefe following Quefti-

: ing fuppofitions.
O . ;helfg rycogt;) 1][;%: bgf what you fay you d((i
f%: \;vm;ld you not be convinced that t(lile mo1d
Bl{ lwt’ ainful fin, is worfe then madnefs ?an \lvour
plder gf it at_the very name of it, and(opcndylc g 5
Tt nfot o?xr open folly, and beg for prayers, a:m, ov
repre yrs and refolve to turn without delay ¢ .
) ,z‘ What would you think of the mo
20 bot }i{e if you had feen the chings thaf. yog
e dg believes would you ever again reproach
w I cifencfs # or count it more ado then needs?
and t?'lek our time were beteer {pent in plzflﬁxgg
i mying in drinking, and fports, and filg 13{
o mhp ‘)i,n the holy fervices of the Lord ¢ would g
luﬁs,t'el‘: then that one day in feaven, were€ too ¢
ou é;t)nr the work for which you live; :mdf:gpat :2
o n this holy day were enough to be gfgni)e; :
?nofilrrur(‘?ring you for eternity ¢ Or would you not :

preach,
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preach, and did you hear with heavenand hellin
your eye-fight, how confident fhould I be (though

not: of the. faving change of all) thacl (hould this
hout teach you to plead for fin, and againft 2 holy
life no mote ¢ and fend you home another people
then you came hither.
that heareth me, [ Dare you now be drunk, or glut-
tonous, or worldly? dare you be voluptuous,proud,
or fornicators any more # Dare you go home, and
make a jeft at piety, and neglect your fouls as you
have done ? ] And why then fhould not the be-
ligwed. truth prevail, if indeed you did believe it ,
when the thing s as fure, asif you faw it ¢

Queft 5. 1f you had (een what you fay you do

beliewe, would you hunt as cagerly for wealth, ot ho-

nour, and regard the thoughts or words of men, as
you did before # Though its only the Belfewer that
gruly honoreth his Rulers, ( for none elfe honour
them for God, butufe them for themfelves )’ yet
wonder not if he fear not much the face of man, and
be no admirer of worldly greatnefs, when he feeth
whatthey will be, as well as what they are. Would
not ufurpers have been lefs feared, 1f all could have
forefeen theit fall ¢ Even common reafon can forefee,
that fhortly you willall be duft: Methinks I forefee
your ghaftly palenefs, your loathfome blacknefs,
and your habitation in the dark: And who can
much envy, ot defire the advancements that have
fuch an end ¢ One fight of God would blaft all
the glory of the woild, thats now the bait for mans
p,erdition.

© Quefl 6, Would temptations be as powerful, s
now

T durft then ask the worft .
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now they are, if you did but fee the things

of 2 Could all the beauty or pleafures idgthe}:’(:wl/loﬁgr
entice youto filthine(s or fenfuality, if you faw God
over you, and judgement before you, and faw what
dm:n,ngd {ouls now fuffer, and whac believers now
enjoy ?  Could you be perfwaded by any compan

or recreation, to wafte your precious time in v‘ainy
with fuch thingsin your eye ¢ I am confident yod
would abhor the motion ;5 and entertain temptations
to the moft honoured, gainful, pleafant fin, as now
youwould do amotion to cutyour own throats, ot
leap into a coal-pit, or thruft your head into a burn-
ing-oven. Why ‘then doth not faith thus fhame
semptations, if indeed you do believe thefe things ¢

. Will you fay, [ 2¢ is your weakne[s , you cannot choofe]

ot that (it és your nature to be lufiful

[udly and you cannot overcome z/'?.(],lgfft)e?fg cyfz:f’hafi{”;
fight of heaven and hell, you could then refift ;" yon
cansiot nOW, becaufe you will wor : Bue did ouy[cc
that which would make you willing you¥ ower
would appear. The fight of a Judge of gallow?s can

- reftrain men: The fight of a perfon whom you re-

verence canreftiain the excrcife of your difgraceful
fins ; much more would the fight of /;mfuen%ﬂdl;e?l
Ifyou were but dying, you would fhake the head at
him that would then tempt you to the comxni}cix;f;
of your former fins,  And is not a livel ing
fasthas effe@ual ¢ y foefeing

 Queff. 7. Had you feen whatyou fay youdo e-
lieve, you would not {o much ffick at fufferings 5 nox
make {0 great a matter of it, to be reproachc%i Tlan-
dered, iivprfoned, or condemned by man, )wt‘len

H 2 God
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God and your falvation. command your patience,
A fighe of hell would make you think it worfe then
madnefs, to run thither to {cape the wrath of man, oy
any fufferings on earth, Kom. 8. 18, ’

Queff. 8. And O how fuch a fight would ad-
vince the Redeemer, and his Grace, and Promifes
and Word, and Ordinances , in your efteem ! It
would quicken your defires, and make you fly to
Chrift tor life, asa drowning man to that which
may fupport him; How fweetly then would you
relifl the name, the Word, the waies of Chrift, which
now feem dry and common things !

Lutft. 9. Could you live as mervily, and fleep a5
quwictly in anegligent wncertainty of your falvation, -if
youhad feen thefe things,as now you do ? Could
you live at hearts eafe, while you know not where
you fhall be to morrow, or mutt live for ever ¢ Oh
no : "Were heaven and hell but feen before you, your
Confciences would be more bufie in pucting fuch
quettions [ Am 1 regenerate, [anétified, reconciled,
juftified, or not 27 Then any the moft zealows Mini-
fter is now.

Queft. 1o, Twill putto you but one Queftion
more. Ifwe fuw God, and heaven, and bell éefore s
do you thinl it would not effeifually reconcile our
differences,. and heal our nnbrotherly exalperations
and divifions ¢ would it not so/d the hands that irch
to be ufing violence, againft thofe that are not in al|
things of their minds ! 'what abundance of vain con-
troverfies would it reconcile! As the coming in of
the Mafter doth pare the fray among the School-
boyes ; fo the fight of God, would frighten us from.

: contentions,
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contentions, or uncharitable violence, This woulc
teach us how to preach and pray better then a ftorra
at fea can do 5. which yet doth it better then fome in
profperity willlearn: Did we fee whae we preach of,
it would drive us out of our man-pleafing, (elf-feoic-
ing, fleepy ftrain, as the cadgel drives the heensn
from his canting,and the breaking loofe of tiv:
did teach the affected criple to find his legs, and« 1"
away his crueches. I would defire no better outward
help to end our controverfies about indiffercnt
modes of worthip, thena fight of the things of
which we fpeak » This would excite fuch afevious
frame of foul, as would not fuffer Religion to eva-
porate into formality, nor dwindle into affectation,
complement and ceremony : nor fhould we dare to
beac our fellow fervants, and thruft them outof cthe
vineyard, and fay you (hall not preach, or pray, or
live,but upon thefe or thofe unneceflary terms : Bue
the fenfe of our own frailty, and fear of a fevere dif-
quifition of our failings, would make us compaffi-
onate toothers, and content that zsccc(faries be the
matter of our unity, unnecefJaries of our liberty, and
both of charity.

If fight in all thele ten particulars would do fo
much, thould not fai¢h do much, if you verily believe
the things you fce not? |

Alas, corrupted reafon is afleep, (with men thae
feem wife in other things) tillit beawake by faith or
fight. And {leeping reafon is as unferviceable as fol-
ly. Tedothnowork : itavoids nodanger. A Doctor
thats afleep, candefend the truth no berter thena

waking child. Butreafon will be realon, and con-
{cience

1
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fcience will be confcience, when the duft is blown
out of mens eyes, and fighe and feeling have awa-
kened, and {o recovered their underffandings ; or
Fath more feafonably and happily awaked them,

N D O thac now we might all confent to ad-

di¢t our felves to the Life of Faith : and

1° That we live not tos much on vifibles,
2° That we live on the things invifible,

1. Onewould think thac worldlinefs is a difeate
that carryeth with ic a cure for ic felf 5 and that the
rational nature fhould be loth to Love at [0 dear 4
rate, and to labour for fo poor a recompence, Itis
pitty that GebeZ¢'s leprofie, and Fudas’s death,fhould
no moxe prevent a fucceffion of Gehezi’s and Fiy-
das’s inall generations. Our Lord went before us
moft eminently ina contempt of carth : His King-
dom was not of this world, Nomen are more unlike
him then the worldlings, 1know neceffiryis the pre-
tence : Buc it is the dropfic of Covetonfnefs that
caufech the #hirft which they call Necefsity : And
therefore the cure is #om addere wpibus, fed imminsere
copiditatens - The difeale muft not be fed but heal-
ed. Satiseft divitiarum non ampliys welle. Tt hath
lately been a controverfie, W hether this be not the
golden age ¢ thac itis etas ferrea we have felt 5 oar
demonftrations are undenyable:thac it is et aurata,
we have {utticient proof :“and while gold is the god
that rules the moft, we will not deny it to be «etas
anrea, in the Poets [enfe,

Aunrea
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Anreanunc vere [unt [ecula : plurimus auro
Vanit honos : anrvoconciliatuy amor,

This prewvalency of things feen, againft things un-
feen, is the Idolatry of the world 5 the fubverfion of
natwrey the perverfion of our faculties and attions 5
making the [ou! a drudge to fle/h, and Ged'to be ufed
as a fervant tothe world, 1t deftroyeth Piety, fu-
fice and Charity : Tt turneth F 148 by perverfion
into 718 5 or by reverfioninto S ¢ 1. No wonder
thenif it be the ruine of focieties, when

Gens fine juftitia, fine remige navis in undi.

It can poflefs even Demoffhenes with a Squinancy, i

there be butan Harpalus to bring him the infe&ion.
It can make a Judicature to be as Platarch called
that of Rome, [ wnov xaeas ] implorum regionem ]
contrary to Cicerd's delcription of Sulpitins | who
was [ magis juftitie quam juris conlultys |, & ad
facilitatem aquitatemqne omnia contnlit 5 nec malnit
Uitium altiones confbituere, quam controverfias tollere. ]
In a word, if you live by fenfeand notby Faith, on
things prefent and not on things unfecn, you go back-
ward 5 you (tand on your heads, and turn your heels
againft heaven 5 you caufe the beaff to ride the
man 5 and by turning all things uplide down , will
turn your (elves into confufion. :
2. Confider that itis the #nfecn things that are
only Great and Neceffary, thatare worthy of a man,
and anfwer the excellency of our nature, and tt&e
. ends
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ends of our lives and all our mercies, All othcfr
things are inconfiderable toyes, except as d.ley are
dignified by their relation to thefe, Whethera man
frep into eternity from a Palace or a prifon, a
Lordthip or a Laarus ftate, is lictle to be regarded.
All menin the world, whofe defigns and bufinef(s
take up with any thing fhort of Heaven, are in the
main of ene condition , and are but in feveral degrees
and forms in the School of folly. If the intend-
mentof your lives fall fhort of God, it mattersnot
much what it is you {eek, s to any great difference,
If Ieffer children play for pins, and bigger boyes for
points and pence, and 4ged children for lands and mo-
ney , fortitles of honour, and command ; What
difference is there between thefe, in point of wif-
dom and felicity ¢ but that the little ones have
more insocent delights , and at a cheaperrate, then
the aged have, without the vexatious cares and c'i:mn'
gers that atrend more grave and ferious dotage.
As Holine[s to the Lord is written upon all thatis
faithfully veferred. to his wull and Glory s fo Panity
and Sin, is writtenupon a// thac is but made prm;z-
fionfor the flefh , and hath no higher end then se ]:i
To goto Hell with grearer fhir, and attendance, an

repute, with greater pomp and pleaflure then the’

. B
poor, is a poor confolation , a pitiful felicity !

. Faith is the wifdom of the foul: and unbelief

1y are | ] and brutifbnefr,

d fenfnality ave its blindnefs, folly and b
;‘-?ov{ //{art ig the Knowledge of the wifeft unbe-
lievers # They know not much of what is paft,
( and lefs they would know, if Hiftorians were nog

of morecredit wich them, then the Word of Gog )
Ue
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But alas, how licele do they know of whit isto
come ? fenfe tells chem mwhere they are, and whac
they are now doing = but it tells them not where
they fhall be tomoirow. But Faith can tell a true
Believer, What will be when this world isended ,
and where he fhall live to all eternity, and what he
fhall be doing , what thoughts he fhall be thinking ,
what affections fhall be the cemper and employment
of his foul : what he fhall fee, and Jfeel,and enjoy 5
and with what company he fhall converfe for ever.
If the pretenders to Aftrological predi&ion, could
but foretell the changes of mens lives, and the
time and manaer of their deaths, what relort would
be tothem ¢ and how wife would they be efteemed ¢
But what is all this to the infallible “predictions of
the All-knowing God,that hath given us a profpeét
into another world , and fhewed us what will be for
ever, more. certainly then you know what aday
may bringforch, . o ’ ‘

So neceflary is fore-knowledge in the common
affairs of men; that without it the actiens of the
world would” be but ' mad tumuleuary confufion:
What would you think of that mans underftand-
ing, othow would you value the imployments of
his life, that'lookt no furthér in alt his a&ions, ‘then
the prefent hour, and faw no more then the things
in hand ¢* What would you call him that fo fpends
the day, as one that' knoweth not thete will be any
night:"and'(o paft the nigh, as one thatlooked not

for day 2 "That knew not in the Spring there

would bean Harveft, ot in Summer,that there would
‘beany Winter - ot in Youth, that there would be
o I N T >

Age
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Age of Death 7 The filly brutes thac hive no

ge, are furnifhed with an intin& thae
gﬁre"xl;[:fff iﬁgifmcof it, and alfo have the help l())t
pps fore-knowledge, ar elfe their kind would e
xfr(l)::)[:l extin@. The Beeslabourin Summer, as if
they forefaw the Winters need. And can thac?mlm
be wile, that forefeeth not his everlatting (tace ¢ o
deed he thac knoweth not whac is to come, hat ntc:
true knowledge of what 1s‘plre[em§ : For t'h? wgfi
and u‘e of prefent chings, is only in their lxe pe & 2
things eternal:  And there is no means, w }eltl,c gr
is no Ead. What wifdom then remains in nbe-
lievers , when all their /ives are m;f-xmployed} , ell
caule théy know notthe Ead of life # and rw xe;la f
their actions are utterly debafed, by che ba ;nfesr:-
thofe brutifh ends, to which they ferve :tl,? al -
ferred. Nothing is truly wife or h'onoura. e, d“ s
done for fmall and worthlefs things, To.' ramk/] g
curious picture of .a fhadow, orelgga,ntly w}t‘x_cedt e
hiftory of a dream, may be an ingeauous kin X
foolery 5 but the Endwill pot allow it che namhfd
Wifdom : And fuch are all the ations of the‘vi)o]\ ;
(fhough,Called Heroick, Valiant and Hono;‘ua e )
that aim at tranficory trifles, & tend not to ;ﬁe lgv:rié
lafting Bnd. A bird can neatly build her neft, bu is
nt therefore counted wife. How contrary is th
judgement of the world to Chrifts ¢ When lc] i
fame defcription that he giveth of a faol, is ;‘c tha
worldlings give of awife and happy man, lLu ¢ ‘11 z“
20,21, [ One that Layethwp riches for Idrfng If, mhat
nok vichtowards God. ] will you pe_rfwah_e l:lsr ttben
the manis wife , chat.can climba liccle highe n
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his neighbours, that he may have che greater full ¢
Thar is ateended in his way to Hell with greater
pomp and Rate then others # That can fin more
Syllogitt:cally and Rhetorically then che valgar 4

and more prudently and gravely run into damnaci-

00 ;5 and can learnedlv “defend his madnefs , and
Prove that he s fate ac chiebrink of Hell 7 Would
you per(wade us that he is Wife, that contradi@s the
God and Rule of Wifdom » and that pares wich
Heaven fora few merry hours, and hath not wit ro
fave hus foul ¢ When they feethe end , and are at-
rived at ecernity, lee them boaft of thei Wifdom,
as they find caufe : We wll take them then for more
competent Judges, Let the Eternal God be the
pottionof my foul 5 let Heaven be my inheritance
and hope ; let Chrift be my Head, and the promife

my fecwmity, lee Faith be my Wi dom , and Love be

mv very Heart and will, and patient perievering

Obed.ence be my life s and then I can Jpare the wijf-
dom of the world | becaufe | can Ipare the tiifles thag
it feeks, and all thae they are like to ger by
it.

What abundance of complaints and calamity
would forefigtr prevent e Had che events of this
one year been (conditionally ) forefeen, the actions
of thoufands would have been otherwife ordered ,
and much fin and fhame haye been prevented,
Whata change would it make on the [wdgements of

Wl the world 2 how many ‘words would be ‘otherwife

fpoken 2 and how many deeds would be otherwife

done ¢ and how many hours would be otherwife

fpent,if the change that will be made by Judgement
Ia

and
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and Execution , wete well forefeen 2 And why is
it not forefeen, when it is fore-fbewn 2 When the
omnifcient . God, that will certainly perform his
Word, hath {o plainly revealed it, and fo frequent-
ly andloudly warns you of ic ¢ Ishe wife,thac after
all chefe warnings will lie down in everlatting wo ,
and {ay, [ 1 little thought of [uch aday: I did ot be-
Liewe I [bould ewer have feen [0 great a change ?

Would the fervants-of Chrift be uled as they
are, if the malicious world forefaw the day , when
Chrift [hall come with ten thoufands of bisSaints, to
execute Fudgement oo allthar are ungodly? Jud.14,15.
When ke fhall come tobe glorified in his Saints, and
admired in all them that do believe ;. Thef. 1. 10,
When the Saints fhall judge the world, v Cor. 6.2, 3,
and when the ungodly feeing them on Chrifts right
hand, muft hear their fentence on-this account [ pe-
rily 1 [ay wnte yon, inas much as youdidit (o, did it
not”) to.one of the leaft of thefe (my Brethren ) you did
e untome. ] Matth, 25, Yerafew.dayes, and all
this will be done before your eyes - but the unbe-
lieving world will not forefee it,

Would malignant Cain have flain his brother, if
hehad forefeen the punithment , which he calleth
afterward intollerable, Ger. 4. 13, Would the world
have defpifed the preaching of Noah’; if théy' had
believed the deluge ¢ Would Sedom have been sp-
dom, i they had forefeen that an Hell from Heaven
would have confumed them ? Would 4¢ban have
medled wich his'prey , if he had forefeen the ftones
that were his Executioners and his Tomb ? Would
Gehexi have obeyed his covetous defire , if he had

fore-
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forefeen the leprofie # Or Fudas have betrayed
Chrift, if he had forefeen the hanging himfelf in his
defpair # Tt is forefeecing Faith that faves thofe cha
are faved 5 and blind unbelief that caulech mens per-
dition. i

Yeaprefent things as well as future,are anknown
to foolifh Unbelievers, Do they know who feeth
them in their fin ? and what many thoufands are
fuffering for the like, while they feeno danger ?
Whatever their tongues fay , the hearts and lives of
fools deny that there is a God that feeth them,
and will be their Judge, Pfalm 14. 1. You fee then
that you muft live by Fasth, or perith by Folly.

4. Confider that things vifibleare {o tranfitory ,
and of {o fhort continnance, that they do bue delerve
the name of thiigs 5 being nothings | and lefs then
wothing, and lighter then wanity it felf, compared to
the neceffary eternal Being , whole name is I A M.
There is buta few diyes difference between a Prince
and .no Prince 5 a Lord and no Lord 5-a man and
nomans a world and noworld. And if thés be all,
let the time that is paft inform you how fmaila diffe-
rence thisis, Rational forefight may teach a Xerxes
to weep over his numerous Army, as knowing how
foon they were all to be dead men, Can.you forget
that Deach is ready to undrefsyou ¢ and tell you,
that your (pore andmirthisdone ¢ and that now
youhave had all that the world can do, for thofe
that ferve it, and take it for their part 2 How quick-
ly can a feaver, ot the choice of an hundred Mel-
{engers of death, bereave you of all that carth af-
forded you , and turn your fweeteft pleafures m;IO

I3 pall,
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gall, and rumn a Lord ‘intoalumpof ‘clay’ ¢ 1cis
buc as a wink, an inch of time.till yon muft quit the
ftage 5 and fpeak , and breach , and fee the face of
man no more, I you forefee this , O 'iveasmen
thae do forefeeit. Inever heardof any thac flole his
winding-fhees , ot fought for a Coffin, or went to Law

ﬁor his grave. And it you did but tee (as wife men }

wuld ') how mear your Homurs , and Wealsh,' and
Pleafyres do ftand unto Etermity, as well as your
Wénjng Jhects, yous C: ffins, andyour Grawes,you
would then value. and.defire , and {eek them regu-
larly and moderatly , as you do thefe O whata
fading flower is your @trength « How foon will all
your gailantry fhrink intothe thell ? 5i veffra funs
tollite ea wobifewm. Bern, But yet this is pot the
greas pare of the change.  The terminm 4d quem
doth make it greater : It is great, for perions of
renown and honour , to change their Palaces for
graves, and turn to noyfom rottennefs and dire ¢
and their Power and Command into filentimpoten-
¢y, unable to rebuke the pooreft worm, rhat fawci-
ly feedeth on their heatsor faces  But if yoware
Brlievers you can look further.and forefee much more.
Thelargeft and moft capacicus heart alive, is uaable
fully to conceive, what a change the ftroak of death
will make,

For the Holy foul, (o0 fwddenly to pafs from prayer
t0 Angclical prasfe, from forrow unto boundlefs joyes :
fromthe fanders, and contempr, and wislence of men,
10 the bofom of eternal Love ; from the clamours of a
tumultuous world, to the univerfal harmony and

periedt uninterrapted Loveand Peace ; O what a
blefled
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bleffed change s this : which Belicving now,we fhall
fhortly feel.

For an unbolyunrencwed foul, that yefterday was
drowned in flefh, and laughe at threatnings, and

fcorned reproofs,tobe fuddenly fatcht into ano-

ther world ; and fee the Heaven that hé hath loft ,
and feel the Hel/ which he would not Bellevesto fall

* into chat gulf of bsttomlefs eternity, and at once to

find, that Foyand Hepe areboth departed: that bor-
reur and grief muft be his company, and Defpara-
sion hath lockeup the door : O what an amazing
change is this ! If you think mectroublefom for
mentioning {uch ungratefull things, what a trouble
will it be to feel them 2 May it teachyou to pre-
vent that greac trouble, you may well bear this,
Find buta medicine againft Deach, or any lecurity
for your continuance here, or any prevention of the
Change, and 1 havs done, But that which unavoida-

bly muftbe feen fhould be forefeen.

- Butchewnfeen world isnot thus mutable, Eternal
life isbegun in the Beliewer. The Church is buile
on- Chrift the Rock: andthe gates of hell fhatl nos
prewail agaisft is. Fix here,and you fhall never be
removed. '

4. Hence followeth another difference: The
mntable creature doth impart adifgraceful mutabili-
1y to the foul that choofeth 1¢., Tt difappointech and de-
ceiveth s

they are all for pleafure,and commodiry, and homonr +
and at death they cry out onit as deceisfull panity s

In Health they cannot abide this fricnefs, this me-

dimiﬂg

And therefore the ungodly are of one .
mind to day, andanother to morrow ! In health -
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© ditating, and fecking, and preparing for the life to

come ; Butat death or judgement, they will all be of
anothermind ! Then O that they had been fo wife
as to know their time : and O that they had lived as
holily as the beft ! They are now the bold oppofers
and reproachers of an holy life : But then they
would be glad ithad been their own : They would
eat their words , and will be down in the mouth ,
and itand to never a word they fay, when fighs, and
fenfe, and Fudgement thall convince them.

But the things unchangeable do fix the foul. Diety
is no matter for Repentance. Doth the Believer
fpeak againtt fin and finners : and for an holy, fober,
righteous life ¢ He will do fo to the laft : Death
and Judgement fhall not change his mind in this,
but much confirmit. And therefore he perfeveres
through fufferings, to Death. Rom, 8. 35, 36, 37.
C For this canfe we faint nos : bus though our outward
man perifl, yet the inward man is renewed day by day :
For our light affliction , which is but for amement

worketh fur us a far more: exceeding eternal weight of

glory = While we look not at the things that are feen,
but a1 the things which are not {een : For the things
which are feen are temporal 5 but the things which are

not fecn are eternal, 2.Cor, 4. 16, 17. SN
6. Lattly, lec this move you tolive by a forefee-
ing Faith, thatitisef necefiity to your falvation. Be-
tewing Heaven, muft prepare you for it, befote you
can ewjoy it, Belicving Hell, is neceffary to prevent
ite Mar. 36. 16, Foh, 3,18, 36. [ The juft fhall live
by Faith , but if any man draw back (or, be lifted up )
the Lord will have no pleafure inhim, Heb, 10, 38.
Hab.

.
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Mab. 2. g 7ake beed that there be notin any of you an
evil heart of unbelief , todepart from the living God,
Heb. 3.12. And be not of thems thas draw back to
perdition, but of them that believe to the [aving of the
Joul. Heb. 10, 39. Itis God tha faith L They fhall all
be damned that believed not the truth, but had plea-
Jure inunrighteoufnefs.] 2 Thef. 2 10, 11,12.

May I now inthe conclufion mote particularly
exhortyou, 1, That you will live spon things fore-
Jeen. 2, That you will promote this life of faith
inothers, according to your feveral capacities.

Princes and Nobleslivenet alwayes : Youare
not the Rulers of the unmovesbls Kingdom 5 butof
a boat that is in an hafty ftream, or a flup under fail ,
that will {peed both Pilot and Paffengers to the
fhore. Dixt, eftis Dii: at moriemini ut homines. It
was not the leaft or worft of Kings, that faid [ Iam
aflranger upon earth] Plalm 119, 19. Vermis [,
#on homo:: 1 am aworm,and noman, Plalm 22. 6. You
are the greater worms, and we the fittle ones : but we
maftall fay with Fob, 17, 13, 14. [ 7he Qrave isour
houfe, andwe mufl make onr beds in darknefs : Corru-
ptéonisour Father o and the worm our mother and our
fiffer. 3 The inexorable Leveller is ready at your
backs, to convince you by unrefiftible argument,
that duftyou are, and to duff you (ball return. Heaw:n
fhould be as defirable, and Hell as terrible to you as to
others. No man will fear you after death : much lefs
will Chrift beafraid to judge you. Luc.19 27. As
the Kingdoms and glory of the world were cwucmné

K ¢
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ed by him in the hour of his temptation ; fo arethey

inconfiderable to procure his approbation, “Traffnot
therefore to mncertain riches.” Value them: bue a5

they will prove atlaft, As you ftand on bigher .

gronnd then others, it is meec that you fhould feefur-.
ther, The greaterare your advantages,the wifer and
betteryou thould be : and therefore hould better
perceive thedifference between things temporal and
eternal. ITtisalwayes dark where thefe glow-worms
fhine, and a rotten poft doth feemoa fire,

Your difficulties alfo fhould excite yous You mu_{t
goas1hrough a needles eyeto heaven, "To live 5. in
heaven,in acrowd of bufinefs, and fiream of tem.-

prations, from the confluence of all worldly things, B

15 {o hard, that few fuch come to heaven, Withdraw
your felves therefore to the frequent ferious fore-
thoughts of eternity, and live by faith,

Had tune allowed it, I hould have come down to
fome particular inftances : As, 1. Let the things
snfeen be ftill athand, to szwpr every temptation
and fhame and repell each motion to fin.

2. Let chem be ftill at hand, to guicken us to duty,
when backwardnefs and coldnefs doth furprize us.
What , fhall we do any thingﬂ coldly for eter-

ity ¢

3. Letitrefolve you what company to delight ins
and what fociety to be of 5 even thofe with whom
you muft e/l for ever : What ﬁe{e foever is upper-
moft on earth, you may forefee which Jide (hall reign

forever,
014. Let the shings invifible be your datly folace, and

the farisfaction of your fouls. Areyou Slandered by
' men ?

12
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“imen7 - Faith tells you, i s enough char (i will

inftifie you. O happy day, when he wil] bring forth
gu;f régitew;fnefr as the light, and (et al firaz, owjllnich
‘all the falfe hiftories , or {] anderous, tongnes or pens
‘in all the world made crosked, Are you frowned on
O contemued by men? Is it -notenough thar you
thall everlaftingly be hononred bythe Lord 7 Are you
wronged, oppre(led, or trodden on b y pride ar malice ¢
Is not Heawen enough to make youreparation ? and
elernity long ensugh for your joyes ¢ O pray for
your malicious enemies, left they fuffer more “then
you can with them. : :

2. Laftly, I thould have become on the behalf of

Chrift, a petitioner to ou for prote&ion and en-
, s p

couragement to the heirs of the invifible world , For
them that preach and them thar jpe this ifs of faith:
not for the honours and riches of the world 5 bue
for leave and countenance to work ig the Vineyard ,
and peaceably travel through the world 4s ftran.
gers, and live in the Communion of Saints , as they
believe. But though it be for rhe beloved of the
Lord, the apple of his eye, the people that are fyre.
to prevail and reign with Chrift for ever; whofe
prayers can do more for the greateft Princes , chen
you can do for them , whole joy is haftened by that
which is intended for their forrow > 1 fhall now lay
by any further fuic on cheir behalf, :

But for your felves, O ufe your feeing and  fore.
Jfecing faculties + Be often looking through the pro-
fpective of the promife: and live not by fenfeon
prefent things 5 but live as if you law the Glorious
things which you f2y you do believe, Thac when

. worldly
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worldly titles are infignificant woids , and ﬁeﬂﬂ-%/

pleafures have anend , and Paith and Holinefswi |
be the marks of honour s and wnbelief and wungodls-
nefs thebadges of perpetual fhame, and when you
muft give account of your Stewardthip, and fhall be
no longer Stewards, you may then be broughe by
Faith unto Frultion , and fee with Joy the Glorious
things that you now believe, Write upon your Pa-
laces and goods, that fentence, 2 Pes. 3. 11. Seeing
all thefe things fbhall be diJolved,iv'has manney of perfons
ought ye. to bein all holy converfatlon and godlinefs,
looking for and bafting to the coming of sheday of Gea'!
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