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. .TO THE

EADER.
--R eader, ' :
T HE perfin whofé~ Death.did sccaffon this

Dijconrfe , was one that abeut five years ago

removed from her antient kabitation (at Ap-
pley. iz Shropfhire) . #o Kedermintter, where fbeliv-
ed under my Pafloral care till I was. come up to
London : and before foe bad lived there a twelve-
month ( for thither fbe removedg Jhe died of the
Fever, then very common in the City, She liveda-
mong us an example of Prudence, Gravity, Sobriety,
Righteoufuefi, Piety, Charity and Self-denyal: apd
was truly what 1 bave defcribed ber tobe, and much
wgre : For Iufe notto flatter the living, wruch lefs,
the dead. And though 1 had .perfonal acquaivtance
with ker for no longer atime than 1 bave mentioned,
yet 1 think it warthy the mentioning, which I wnder~
flard by comparingker laft years with what is faid of

her former time, by thofc thas were'then neareft to ker,

and fowere ai ber: Death, that whereas (as I bage
faid ) fudden Palfion was the fin that fbe was wom
peuchto complain.of - fbe bad not contemted ber [elf with
meer coptplainings, but ﬁ.cﬂéﬁwl)l; refifted them, arid
applyed Gods remedies fm"‘i the bealing of ber mm;g,&
- 2 : t i“‘
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that the fuccefs was very much obfers v
ber, and the change zmc{ cure fo if;":;;lxzi:fmf::bmt
;z jfizf?;i;;g:, f/.;er ;;Z:jq//)?IRclatiom,- that bad the bcf:;':
Rer ConvEYfe 1ch L miention 7,

us, v Lhat even the Infirmitics :}jd: ;/J;eﬂg(:ba;jelzn'u
nature and temperature of body, are curable B Fir m
gfzey fall under the dominion of ﬁné?{/x‘ec{o ﬁﬁr .
hat even in age, when fuch Paffions” 4 m?;; "o
ground > and infirmities of mind increafe o
anfirmities of body , yet Grace can zfﬁ? e” it
}i; z:vborl} [;3. That to attend God ; e A

or ine fubduing of any corryption, ;i ; ;
17 /Mzt. as G_ad lfzt/{ prg;nijéjp;;‘;’)’z"i;o}" 0"6{:1 o,
ﬂo;:r{[bmg in old age, foin bis waywe ma e;e ,él‘vzd
Jit ﬁ//n{g‘qf bis promife. §. That as Gmrg iﬂpe o
mﬁ}z:‘me:azd corruptions of the Soul wilf wm'cr f‘"{/'étb’

is makes me call 1o wi ;
mnch taken with a Sernon zrbi:,/fl I ;)I;wagi’;wz ;;bﬂechjo
b -

nerals of a boly aged woman*

2 ¢ .
D Good old Mris. Doughty, a”dfo .ﬁ nfibly oft recited the
hon}cnmc of Srewsbury,who L €Xt it felf as much affect
aad llong walked with God, i7g her (2¢C 3
ndlenged to be withhim; 1 : Ot 4 16,
’and Was among us an excels 7. For which caufe
bc;nt example of holines , W€ faine- not 5 but th
amelefiefs, contempt of the OUr outward ith,
world, conftancy, parience, o man perifh,

humility, an i (whi. h mak yet the inward i

yan. . €S it ] man i1s re-

firange) a grear and conftane TeN-wed day by day 6“6‘6)
2 .

defire to die, thou

i 2, though the was that b L

jf;dl complaining of doubt- #he R;;” “perfwaded both
gs and weaknefs of aflur, 7t ﬁ[/‘, d”d f’,)g

ance, - exansple opened (and
known Y to b o el
my/cbgozd,ﬂ o ber

Her

n bis Means , -

Her work is done : Her cnemies ave comquered 3
( except the vemaiming fruits of Death  apon
a corpting Body , which the  Refarreion
muft conquer ). Her danger , and temptations
and  troubles”, and fears , are at an end :
Ske fhall no more be difcomfited with evil tidings 3
nor no rove partake with ansilitant Church in the for-
rows of her diféafes or diflreffes: We are left within
the reach of Satans affuults and malice 5 and of the rage
and violence which pride, and fuilion, and Cainifh
ervy, and cumity to ferious kolinefs, do ordinarily
raife againft Chrifis followers in the werld = We are
kefi among the birg tongues of flanderous m.licicns
pren 5 and dwell in a Wilderne[s artong Scorpions 5
where the Sons of Belial, fke Nabal, are fuchthat
aman cannot {peak tothem. 1 Sams: 25. 17. The
beft of them is asa briar 5_the moft upright {harp-
er thana thorn hedge : Mic. 7. 4. (But the Sons
of Belial fhallbe all of them as thornis thruft away,

becaufe they cannot be taken with hands, but the
man that {hall touch them muft be fenced with
iron, and the {taff of'a fpear, and they fhall be
utterly burnt withf firc in the place, 2 Sant. 22.

6, 7.) We are left among enr weak_, diffempered,

finful, affiitied, lamenting friends 5 the [icht of whofé
“calamities , and: participation of their fufférings, mak-

eth us feel tle flroaks that fallupon fo grest a mmber,
that we' ave never like to ke free froum pain. But fhe
is entred into the Land of Peace, where Pride am:d

Faction are flut out 5 where Serpentine enmily 5 m2-

lice and fury rever come * where thereis 1o Cay to:
d defiroy s 5 no Sodcurites torage againft us_
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moft if the day were comc 2 That is it that you reed
moft now : Look afierit fpeeddy wlile you bavetime!
Look_afier it fevioufly, if you bave the heartsof men,
and [in have not turned you into Ideots or blocks.  Whas
a difgrace is itto mankind, tohear wen commonly at
death cry out, O for alittle more time, and O for the
opporturiaties of grace again ! and O how fhall I enter
upoucternity thus unprepared ! 7| As if they had never
beard or known 1hat they nuft dietill now! Hadyeu
not a lifes time to put theje qneflions 2 and fhould you not
long ago have got them fatisfactovily vefoleed ? And juf-
lydoth God give over fome to that greater fhamse of bu-
mane nature , as not o be called to their wits even by
the approach of death it felf, Lut as they contemmned e-
verlafting Lifein their health, Ged juftly leaveth them
‘tobe fo fottifl, astoventure prefinptuonfly with unre-
newed fouls upon deaih, andthe conceit that theyare of
the right Church, or party, or opinions or that tke Pric
hath abjolved thein , doth pafs withther for 1he necef-
Jary preparation 5 and well were it for thenr , if thefe
would pafs them currantly iuto beaven : But O what
keart can now conceive, how terrible it is, for a new de-
parted foul to fiud it felf remedilefls difappointed, and
S 10 be fbut up in flumes and defperation, before they
£ would belicve that they were in danger of it ¢
- Reader, 1befeeckthet, as cver thou bilieveft that thow
muft fborily die, retire froum ike crowd and noife of
worldly vanity andvexativn: O Lethink theekow little  «
awhile thow mufl be e, and bave wfe for honour,
and favour, and wealth 5 and what it is for a_foul 10
pafs into beaven or kell, and ts dwell amerg Luecls
or Dedils for ever s And how men fhonld live, ard
a walch

B To the Reader,  }

and in their blindnefs 10 affanlt ony docys - No A-
hitophels to plot our ruin s No Judas to betra ue:
No falfe-witneffes to accnfe ws : No Tertullus fO.;ﬂfﬂ;
M ont a5 pefilent fillows and mppers of fedition
anorg the pecple:  No Rehum, Shimf(hai s or their
Jociety , 1o perfivade the Rulirs thit the Jervants o

tbe_ God of beaven are Eurtful wnto Kings, and s
gainft their intercft ard hononr | ( Ezra 4., 9 Ij-
13, 14, 22, and 5. 1%. ) o Norabble 1o (‘rj,,mM,
with them ., it s ot [it that they frould live . ]\%
Demas that will forfake s Jor the love of p.reﬁnt
1 g5 & Np fmh cortentions cenforions ﬁ'ie;;d.rmjobs

10 affiiil ws, by adding to our affliction: Ny curfed
Cham to difbononr parents s No ambitionys rcbéllioia‘
Abfolorg 1o mcleft ws, or to lament : N finful, feanda
l_aw, or impaticst fricuds to be ouy grief: A:;d w/'vil;
s wecre than all | wo earthly | ﬁﬂﬁd z'm‘lirmtiou; :tz
onr felves s wo palficss or anfivntities 5 w1 Loy uifhing
of Jorl, wo deadnefs dulnefs, hard 'bcartccgzeﬁ "o
weakue(fes of grace, 1o backwarduef; to God, or £ﬁ; "
geduefs frons him, ner Jears or dewbtings 0} his lof'l.
{:otr" fr/omm of kis difpleafire : None of thefe dp e;zt:;
;:; Z t f;i _f;; ijfe and. boly region, nor ever interrupt the -
e [ ke fj egtbzvo;'l( 78 yet upon our bands, ta Jabr ons
1he good fight, to finifly our Conrfe, to run with pat;
cice the remainder of the race that js before s '?nz
o w0 muft look to Jefus the Author and Firz{'./ber 9
our faith, as our great exemplar, fG muft we |
his Saints and Mariyrs as our encouag; i
der bine.  Put the café ere som A
Jor were mow dying, (* and ()

7 A },0‘” o/ N 4
9 4 ¥ fiﬂC v ”r/'a,t wo”[d on !
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To the Reédir. |

walch, andpray, that are near to fuch a change as this,
Skould I care what wren call me ( by torgue or pen )
Should I care wlether I Lize at liberty or in prajon |
when lam ready to die, arnd bave matters of infinite
aoneent Lefore ame, to take wie up ¢ Hononr or difhy.
nowr, likerty or prifon, are words of no forud or fiyri-

[fication fiarce 1o be keard or taken netice of , to cue of

us that are jzg/l paffing to God and to everlafting life]
Tte Lord kave mercy wpon the diftraiied world |
kow ftrangely doth the” Devil befoolthens in the day-
light, and make them necdlefly trouble themfelves a-
beut many things, when owe thing s needfil 5 and
Beaver s tallidof  and that but keartlefiy and feldons)
while ficfhly prov feon onl) is the prize, the pleafure, the
bufinefs of their lives | Sonse ave diverted from their fevi
ous preparation far death, bythe beafily avocations of
Wt and g.uwdinefs , and “meats, and drinks, and
Childifh [ports : and foue by the bufineffes of ambition
and covetoufrefs , coutriving bow to feather their nefts,
and exercilé their Wills over cthers in the wopld | and
Jomee that will feem to be doing the work, are diverted
as dangeroufly as others , by contending abous forma-
ditics and Ceremonics, and deftroying Charity and Peqce,
rending 1he Church, and Strengthening factions | aud
carrying on Interefts bypocritically ynder 1he name o
Religinm, till the Zeal 1hat Sains James deferibeth
(Jam. 3. 13, 14, &c. ) baving confioned all that
was ke 10 the Zeal of Love and Holinefs i thems.
Jetves, proceed to conlume the Servants and intevef} of
Clyijt about 1o and 10 bite and devonre, till theip
Lerd come and Jnd them ana day that they lo.ked not
Jor Lansy funtsug their fellow-fervants,” and eating

and

o sthe Roader,

and drinking with the drunken, and cut thems afiin-
der, and appoint them their portion with the hypo-
crites , where fhall be weeping and grafhing of teeth.
Matth. 24. 49, 50, 51.

O fiudy , and preach | and hear, and pray, and
live " and ufe your brethren that differ from son in
Jome opiriions, as you wonld do 1f° you 1ere going te
receive your doom, and as will then be moft acceptable
2o your Lord ! The guilt of Jenfuality, worldinefs, am-
bition of uncharitableme/s , cruelty and izzjzfj{ice 5 of
lofing time | and betraying sour fonls by negligence,
or perfidionfnefs and wilfil fin, will le beavyer upon
S a departing Soul, then now'in the drunkenncfs of prof-

perity yon can think : Chrift will never veceive  frch Souls
§ n their extremity | wnlefs ypon repentance by faith in
"G4 his blood , they are wafbed Srom this polfution, It
o s unfpeakably terribleto die, without 4 corfidence that
B Chrift will receive us : And little knows the gracelefs
. world what fincerity and fimplicity in holincfs is e
. eelfiry to the foundnefs of ficha confia nee.

Let thofe that know not that they wnft die, o
know of wo life kereafier, hold ontheir chajé of a fea-
ther , 13l they find what they loft their lives, and
Souls, and labour for : Bx;‘;f thou beac/Jr{[iz'dn, re-
mextber whatis thy work ! Thou wilt net need the fa-
Lour of wman, nor worldly wealthto prevail with Chrift
to Receive thy fpirit : O learn thy Laft Work, le-
§ Jore thow art put upon the doing of it.  The world of
i Jpirits towhich me " are paffing, doth bester know ti'“gm
a2 s
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To _tbe Réa?kr.

135 world of fofbly darkered fumers, the great dif.
Jovenee bamween the Death of 4 exvenly Belimer.
dnd of ar cartlly fenfualifl, ~ Belicvest, it i o Ibin’
poljable 1o get that apprelenfisn of the Love abe—,ﬁg
vhat cosfiderce ef his Rcc{’iz'iwg #s, and fuch 4»1:[:‘3
ar pleafunt 1houghts of our entertaiment by bim, s
Shall mnuch overcoure 1he Jears of Death | “and );mke
it a welcome duy tous when we Shall be admitted ;.
to the Cclcﬁz}zl leciety,  And 1he difference between
one mans Deuth and anothers,dependeth en the difference
besrween Heart and Heart,  Life and Life
tion and Urpreparednefs. ?

Frepara-

Ifyou ask we, How 1. y Jo bappy a Preparation be
made? I have told you in ‘this Jollowing Diféourfe,

and smere fully clfé where formerly, [ il
thefe fow Direclions fﬂllomifl:g. V- L Shalladd o

L Follow the flattering world no :
gomc o from all t’xptéfdliof of felicity /)e/of::n:théfl-'-
joy nothing under the Sun 5 but only u/é. ¥ an
order 10 your enjoyment of the real fure delight
Tuke heed af being too much pleafed i the cre,.
ture.  Have you boupes, and lands, and offices and
bonours, ard frends that are very ‘plea/z{; 10 on?
Take heed Jor that s the kiliing frare 1 {S'but
Joureses . and wink them all .inty nothing 5 and
oaﬁ l{y Jour contrivances | and cares. and ;‘éar

<andrementber you bave another work to d; i

a. Lice in Communion with a Juffering Chrift :
Siudy

RSP B,

"o the Redder.

dy well ibe whole life ard naurre of bis fuffirirgs
-f:d]tbc reafon of i[gxl:, a.d th'v{ Lam.z;-tfm!/[e
7 5 to Le conformed to bim - Qlus Lok to fofus,
that for ike joy that was for befir: bins | defpi®d
e fhume , ard exdived tke Cro’s, and the con-
tradiition of finicrs againft Fimflf.  Duwell uporn
this cxample that the image of a Fuwmlbled fiffor-
irg Clrift being decply imprivied on thy wmnd,
may draw 1hy keart into a jufter velih of a morti-
fied flase : Sure ke is w0 grod Chriftian that thinks
it not Letier to live ws Chrift did ( in holy poverty
and fuffevings in the world ) then as Creefus or Cafir,
or any fuch worldling and filf-pleafire lived. Die daily,
by fillowing Jetus with your Crofs, and when you
have a while fuffered with him, he wil/ make
you perfett, and receive your {pirits, and you
thall reign with him: It wonderfully prepareth for
a comfortable Death , 1o live in the fellowthip of
the fufferings of Chrift : He is moft likely to die
guietly , patiemtly and josfully , that can firft be poor,
be neg ected, be feorned , be wronged , be flandered ,
be imprifoned , -quictly , patiently and joyfilly. If
Jou were but at Hicrufdlem , you mwould with fome
love and pleafure go up Mount Olivet, and think ,
[ Chrift went this very way ] Yo wonld
Love to fe the place where he was born , the
wa; which -be went when he carryed his Crofs
the holy -grave where he was buried, ( where there
is a Temple whkich Pilgrims wle to wvifit:, from
whence ‘they ufé to bring the mark as a plealing
badge of honour.)) But bow much more of Chrift

.a 3 25




“To the Reader, _

s therein our fuffering for his Caufe and Truth?
and in following him in a mrtified felf-denying Life
tienin following hise in the path that ke hath trod-
den supon carth 2 «His encuzios Jaw kis Crofs | his
Graze , bis Mother | bis perjon : This didnot heal
their faful Souls ard make them bappy.  rut the
Crafs " that e calleth us to bear, is, a life” of fuffe-
g for Righteoufiefs fake > 11 which ke command-
eth wy o rejoyce ard  be cxceeding glad , be-
caufe our Reward is great in Hecaven, thongh
all manner of vil be fpoken of us talfly by viren
on carth, Mat. 5. 11, 12. This i called . a be-
g pertakers of Chrifts fuffcrings , in which we
are commanded torcjoyee 5 that when this glory
fhall be revealed,” we may be glad with ex-
ceeding joy , 1 Per. 4. 13. Ad & the
ﬁaﬂ"crings of Chrift abound towards us, fowill
our Confolation  abound by Chritt; 1 Cor,
s Tdl we come wp 1o a life of willing mor-
tification, und pleafed contented fuffering with
Chrift, we are in the lower form of his School,
and o5 Children, Joall trezsble at that which Shculd
O caufe our terrony | and throngh wifapprebenfions o

the café of a departing foul, fhall e afraid of that which
Should be” gy joy. I anz wot fuch uy evemy to the
eftecriz of relicks, but if oiic could few e fhe very
ftocks 1hat Paul und Silas Jate in pben they fung
Plalms 5 theiy viprifonnicnt . AGs 16, 1 conld be
contented fo be put ( Jor the lile canfc Y ixio the Same
Socks | with 4 Special willingnels uygd Pleafure : Hpy
much wwore flould we Le willing 1o (e conformed
to

to our fuffering Lord, 2 « Spirit 2ird it of true
mortification ? .

3. Hold Communion altd with his fuffering Mem-
bers: Dfre zot to dweilin 1e tenes of wickednefs,
wor to be planted antong tlein that Sourith for a time,
that they may be defrroyed for cver, Pfal g2, ¢,
7. I bad vather have Bradford’s heare and faggor,
than Bonners Bithoprick., It mas holy Stephen,
and not thofe that (toned him,that awHeaven opened,
and the Son of Man fitting at the right hand of Ged,
Alts 7.56. andihat could Josfully 2y, Lord Jefus Re-
ceive my Spirit.  He liveth not 4y Faich (though e
maybe a hanger o that keeperh up fosie [rofefion for foar
of being dumned ) who choofith et rather to fuffer
afflittion with the people of God, than to enjoy
the pleafures of fin for a feafon, and cfteemeth not

the very reproach of Chrift greater riches than
 the treafures of the world, as having refpett to
the recompence of reward, Heb. 11. 23, 26.

4. Live asif Heaven werc open to your fight ¢
and then dote upon the delights of worldlings if you
can : Then love alife of fiefbly cafe and bononr beiter
than to be with C, orift , if you can. But of this [
have fpoken at large in other writings,

Chriftian, make it tke Studyand bufenefs of thy Lif,
o learn to do thy Lalt” Work wcjl 5 that Work
which muft le dove but once 5 that Jo  Death
which trantimits unholy Souls 110 utier darks.efs
and defpair o may deliver thy Spirit into thy Re-

. deemers
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according fo that Lefed promifé ohn 12, 26,
x’fud while I wnz in the Jeefh Leg’ tlle SJame lm‘rtj.

Tty Drother dl!ff( C n?;plmion in tribulation, and
tigaom and  patience of Fefiys

Tin. 21, Chrit, r f I
166 /2. '

Richard Baxter,

deemers hands 10 Le Received to his Gl;rT o

BELIEVERS

Lalt Work’

ACTS 7. 5.
Lord Fefus, receive my Spirit.

HE Birth of Nature, and the New
Birth of Grace, in their meafure re-
femble the Dearh of saints, which
is the Birth of Glory. It is a bitter-
fweet day, a day that is mixt of for-
row and joy, when Nature muft quit its familiar
Gueft, and yield toany of thefe Changes. Our
Natural Birth is not without the throws and
pain, and groanings of the Mother, though it tranf:
mit the Child into a more large, and lightfom, and
defirable Habitation: Our Spiritsal Birth is not
without its humbling and heart-piercing forrows :
and when we are brought our of darknefs into the
marvellous light , we leave our old Companions,
in difpleafure, whom we forfake, and our Flefh re-

. B pining



pining at the lofs of its fenfual delights: And ogp.

pallage into Glory is not without thofe pangs and
fears which muft needs be theattendantsof 2 pain-

ed Body, ready to be diffolved, and a Soul thar is .

going through fo ftrait a door, into 2 trangs
though a mofl blefled place ; And itleavethaggg‘
lamenting Friends behind, that fee] their lofs, and
would longer have enjoycd our Company, and Jee
#ot (though they Zelicuve) the Glory of the de-
rgrtcd Soul. And thisis our cafe, that are brought
rither th}s day, by an ast of Providence fad tn ys
though joyous to our departed Friend ; by a Voice
thgt hath callled her into Glory, and called ys into
this Mourning plight : Even us that rejoyee in the
thoughts of her Felicity, and are nor 5 cruel as to
with her again into this corruptible Fleth and calj.
mitous World, from the glorious prefence of the
Lord ; and yet thould have kept her longer from
1t, for our own and others fakes, if oy Wifdom
_hgd been fit to rale, orour Wills to be fulfilled or.
it our Prayers muft have been anfwered, zecord.
Ing to the mealure of our failing Apprehenfions
Or precipitant Defires. By Folly muit fubmir to
the Incomprehenfible Wifdom 5 and the Defire of
the Creature mutt floop to the Will of the Crea.
tor: The Dntercft of Chrift muft be preferred, when
€ calleth for his ow n 3 and our temporary fntereﬁ
mult give place : Fleh mutt be filent, and
contend ; and Dy} mult not da ’ ion
?%d :i He }knowcth Left when hj
0c though he will allow gy 0 X¢ Y
be will not fo muel damniﬁe“hirsrgjiflrtzt,e:so:? 3::-’

y &

—_.__.

it idiomiemepototon

o :0 &'Béiév.

tain them with us from their Joyful Reft, till we
are content to let them go. :

Thus alfodid Blefled Szephen depart from Glory
to Glory ; from a diffant fight ot the Glory of
God, and of Fefus ftanding at his right hand, into
the tmmediate prefence an§ fruition of that Glory :
But yet he muft pals the marrow Port; coraged
Malice muft ftone him till he die; and he muft
undergo the Pains of Martyrdom, before he reach
to the Glory which he had feen: And when hewas:
arrived in fafety, he leaveth his Brethren feattered
in the Storm, and Devout men make great lamenta-
tion at his burial, Aits 9. 2. Though it is proba-
ble by the ordinary accepration of the Word
[dvdyes wrageic] that they were not profeffed Chri-

: Sians, but devout Profelytes, (fuch as Cornelizs and

the Ethiopian Eunuch were) that buried and thus
lamented Stephen, as knowing him to be an excel-
lent Perfon, cruelly murdered by the raging Fews;
yet their Example, in a Cafe not culpable, but
commendable, may be imitated by Believers
upon condition that, with our fenfe of the Excel-
lency of the Ferfons, and of our lofs by their remo-
val, we exceed them that had but a darker Revela:
tion, in our joyful fenfe of the felicity of the tranfla-
ted Souls.

The occafion of the Death of this Holy Man,
was partly that he furpaffed others, as being fuil of
Faith, and of the Holy Ghoft; and partly, that he
plai»}!y rebuked the blind and furious perfecuting
Zeal of the Jews, and bore a moft refolute Tefti.
mony of Chrift. Itisan i/ time when Men muft

S B2 fuffer
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Sfians.

Juffer becaufe they are good, and deferve not fuffer-
ing, but reward : And they are an unhappy People
that have no more Grace or Wit,but to fight againft
Heaven, and fet themf{clves under the Stroaks of
God’s fevereft Juftice, by perfecuting them that
are dear to Chrift, and faithfully perform their
Duty. It is no ftrange thing for the ZEAL
and INTEREST of a FACTION to
make Men mad; fo mad, as implacably to rage
againft the Off fpring of Heaven, and to hate
Men becaule they are faithful to their great Ma-
Ster,and becaufe they arc againtt their Fallion; fo
mad, asto think that the Jutereff of their Caufe
requireth them to deftroy the 4ej with the greates?
malice, becaufe they ftand moft in their way; and
toforget that Chrift, the Revenger of his Ele&,
doth take all as done to him that is done to them ;
fo mad, as to forget all the terrible Threatnings of
God, and terrible [aftances of his avenging Ju-
ftice, again(t the Enemies of his Servants, whom
he taketh as hisown ; and to ruine their own Re-
putations, by feeking ro defame the Upright, whofe.
Names God is engaged to honour,and whofe Righ-

teoufnefs thall thine torth as the Sun, when foolith

Malignity hath doneitsworft. When Chrift had

Pleaded his Caufe efle®ually with Saw/, that was

one of the Perfccutors of Srepben, he maketh him

confefs that he was [mewms ippaniue©-] exceedingly,

exceffrvely, or beyond meafure mad againtt the Chri-

-But this Elefled Protomartyr, in defpite of Ma-
lice, doth fa'ely and joytully pafs through all their’

Rage

of a Beliewer.

Rage to Heaven = By #illing him they make him
more than Congueronr, and fend him to receive his
Crown: And he fhuts up all the Action of his
Life, in imitation of his {uffering Lord, with a
two-fold Requeft to Heaven; the one for Aimfe/f,
that his Spirit may be received; the other for his
Perfecutors , that this fin may not be laid to their
charge, Aéls 7. 59,60. For {o you may find Chrift
did before him, Lske 3. 34, 46, Father, forgive
them, for they know wot what they do.:] and, [Fa-
ther, into thy bands I commend my Spirit] Qnly,
Chrift dire&eth bis Prayer immediately to the Fa-
ther, and Stephen to Chrif?, as being one that had a
Mediator, when Chrift had none, as needing none ;
and being now bearing witnefs, by his fuffering, to
Chrift, and therefore it was feafonable to dire&t his
Prayer to him; but efpecially becaufe it was an
Aét of Mediation that he petitioneth for, and there.
fore dire&eth his Petition to the Mediator.

This firft Requeft of this dying Saint, which I
haye chofen to handle, as fuitable and feafonable
for our Inftru&ion at this time, in a few Words
containeth not a few exceeding uwfeful wholefom.
Truths. ‘ o

As, 1. It is here plainly intimated, that [Fefus
Chrift is exalted in Glory,] in that he hath  power
to receive departed Souls.

2. That Chrift is to be prayed 0] and that it is
not our Duty to diret all our Prayers only to the
Father. Efpecially thofe things that belong to the
Office-of Arhc.Mec{i'at_or, » as interceding for us in.
the Heavens, muft be requefted. of the Mediaro;;;



And thofe things which belong to the Father ¢4
give for the fake of the Mediator, muft be asked
ot the Father for hisfake. I cannot now ftay to
tell you in particular what belongeth to the ‘one,
and what unto the other. : - St

3. That Man hath a Spirit,as well as a BoJ)“ of

which, more anon. =

4 Thar this Spirit dieth not with the Body (un.
lefs you will call'a meer feparation a dying.)” - -

5. That Chrift dath receive e Spirits of his
Saintsy whesn they are feparared from the Body. - "

6. That adymg Chriftian may confidently and coms
fortably commend his Spirit to Chrift, to be received
of him, : .

7- That Prayer in general, and this Prayer in fpo
czal, That Chrift will receive our departing Souls,
5 a moft faitable Conclufion of ‘all the Altions of 4
Chriftian’s Life. ' o

THe Jirft and fecond of thefe Dottrines, of-
: fered us by this Text, T thall pafsby.
The third is not queftioned by any that know-
cth himfelf to bea Man: But that we may wunder.
Sfand it and the reft, we muft confider what the
Word [ Spirit] doth here f; nific. By Spirit] hére
can be meant nothing but the Rutional Soul, which
is the principal conffizutive part of the man. For,
though the word do fometime fignifie the Wing
or Breath, and fometime the mora/ and Intellelly,
Qualifications, and have divers other fenfes’ T- &éeﬁ
not ftay to prove that it is not here fo takend

phen

2

§ phen prayeth not to Chrift to receive his Brears,
' ﬁis Graces, or the Holy Ghofl; but to receive his.
Rarional immortal Soul. _
It is not only the Souls but God bimfelf, that is
called {2 Spirit] : And though the Name te fecchi’d
from lower things, that is becaufe thatas we have
i no adequate pofitive conception of God or Spirits,
% fo we ¢an have no adequate proper zames for them,
¢ but muft take up with borrowed Names, as anfwe.
rable to our Notions. ‘
- Sometime the Word Spirit (as Zieb. 4.12. (5¢.)
* is diftinguifhed from the Sow/: And then it either
k;, ﬂgniﬁetﬁ the fuperior Faculties in the fame Soul, or
« the fame Soul as elevated by Grace.
¢ Do you ask, What the Soul is 4 You may alfo-
ask, What a Man is. And it is pity that a Alan
# thould not know what a Man is. It is our Inzel.
L Leitual Nature, containing alfo the Senfrtrve and 4.
| getative: The Prinja/e or firft A, by which e
: live,and feel, and underfrand, and freely wild. The
 Afts tell you what the Fucsities or” Powers are,
: and fo ‘what the Soul is. If you know what /n-
 zelleltion, or Reafon and Free-will are, you may
now what it is to havea fpiritual Nuture, effenti- -
 ally containing the Power of Reafoning and Willing.
It is thy Sou/ by which thou art thriking and ask-
 ing, What a Soul is! And s he that reafonerh tor
s prove that Man hath #o Reafon, doth prove that he
$ hath Reafon by reafoning againtt it ; fo he that re.-
oweths to prove that he hath no Sox/, doth therchy
prove that he hath a Reaforable (thovigh abufed)

Yet




Whereas if they could fee them with Eyes of Flefh;
they were no Souls : Yor Spirits are invifible. They
Jee not the Air or Wind, and yet they know that,
Air or Wind there is. They fee not God Or_dngels;
and yet they are Fools indeed if they douib,gwhg,.,
ther there be a God and Angels. It they foe wor
their Eyes, yet they ksow that they have Eyes, be
caufe with thofe Eyes they fee other things. And
if they know not direétly and intuitively that they
have Rational Souly, they might #now it by their
knowing other things, which without fuch Souls
cannot be known. It is juft with God, that thofe
that live as carnally, and brutithly, and negle-
gently, as if they bad no Souls to ufe or care tor,
thould at Iaft be given up to queftion whether.
they have Souls, or »o. '

O woful Fall/ depraved Nature ! O miferable

Men, that have fo far departed from God, as to,

deny both rhemfelves and God ! or to quettion,
Whether God be God,and Man be Man ! Return to.
God, and thou wilt come to thy fe/f: Forget not,
Man, thy Noble Nature, thy chicfeit Part : Think
not that thou art only Shel becaufe thou Jeeft not
through the Shell. 1t is Souls that converfe by the
Bodies while they areinFleth. Tt is thy Sowfthat
I'am fpeaking to, and by Sou/ that underftandeth
me: When #ky Soul is gone, T will fpeak to thee
no more. It isthy Soul that is the Workmanfhip
of God by an immediate or fpecial way of Fabri-.
cation, Jla. 57. 16. The fouls that I have made]

M

Yet there are fome fo blind as to qucﬁibn,'pﬁ;;
ther they have Souls, becaufe they fee them moty

Gen. |

of :a Believer,

en.2.7. He breathed into- man the breathy of life,
and be Lecame a Living foul] It is thy Soul that
is faid to be made ufter God’s Im.ge ; in that thou
art ennobled with a capacious Zaderfunding, and
Free-will: And it is thy Sou/ that 1s the immed:-
ate fubje of his Morul Imuge, even fpiritual Wi
dom, Righteoxfne(s, and Holinefs : God hath not
ands,and Feet, and other Members, as thy Body’
rhath. How noble a Nature is-that which is ca-
le of knoiwing not only all things in the World-
(in its meafure) Lut God himfelf, and the things of
the world that is to comey and capable of lwving
and enjoying God, and of feckingand ferving him in
order to that Enjoyment ! Chrift thought.not bafely.
of a Soul, that” redzemed Souls at fuch a price,
‘when he made bis foul an offering for fin, Ia. 53. 10.
Were it not for our immortal- Souls, would God
ever honour us with fuch Reluzions to him,as to
be bis Children > (For ke is firft the Father of Spi-
rits, Feb.11. 9. and then the Father of Saints.)
Should we be called the Spoufe and the Memébers of
Chrift: Would he be at fo much cof upon us?
Should Angels attend us as miniftring Spirits, if we
bad not Spirits fit to minifter to Gof > Would the
Spirit of God himfelf dwell in us, and quickenand
beaurifie us with his Grace? Should a2 world of
Creatures (whofe Corporeal Subftance feems as
excellent as ours) attend and ferve us, if we were
but an ingenuous fort of Brutes, and had not ratio-
wal immortal Souls > Should fuch ftore of Mercies
e provided forus 2 Should Minifters bea poinced
to preack, and pray, and laémr for us, izwe had
not
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not Souls to faveor lofe: They watch for your fosls;
as thofe that muft give account, Heb. 1 3.17. Why
thould they preach in feafon and out of feafon, and:
fuffer fo much to perform their Work, but tha
they know that [ AHe that winneth Jouls is wife.}
Prov. s1. 30. and that [he which converteth a fumer
from the errour of his way, doth fave a _foul from
death, and hide a multitude of fins,} Fam. 6. 0. The
Dewvil himfelf may tell you the worth of Souls,
when he compaffeth the earth (Job 1. 7.y and goeth
abost night and day to deceive them and devour thew,
1 Per. 5.8. Andyet can he make you believe thag
they are {o worzhlefs, as to be abufed to the bafept
drudgery, to be poyfoned with Sin and Senfuality,
to be ventured tor a thing of naught.

O, Sirs, have you fuch immortal Souls, and wift
youfell them for a Luf, for a beaftly Pleafure, fof
liberty to glut your Fiefh, or for the Price that
Fudas fold his Lord for » Is thy Soul no more
worth than Honour, or Wealth, or foolifh Mirth?
Is thy Soul {o bafe, as not to be worth the care and
labour of a Holy Lifc: Is the Worid -worth - 4
thy Care and Labour, and fhall lefs be called 200
much ado, when it is for thy precious Soul» Alas?
one would think by the carelefs flethly Lives of
many, that they remzmber not that they Pave
Souls. Have they not need in the depth of theit
Security, in the height of their Ambition, and in
the heat of Flethly Lufls, to have a Monitor fo calt
to them, Remember that thoy art o maw, awd thar
thowhaft a Soul ts Sfave or lofe, What thinkeftthon
of thy negligence and carnal Life, when thotires.

his hody, and bring it inte fubjeilion, left he fhould
ée a caff-away after all his Labours/ 1 Cor. 9. 25,
26,27. O live not asif the Fle/b were the Man,
and its Pleafure your Felicity ; but live as thafe
that have Spirits to rake care for.

DocT. 4

He [pirit of man doth [urvive the Body. It
I dyeth wot with it: It is not ammibilated : It

is not refolved into the eflence of fome common e-
lement of fouls, whereit lofeth its fpecifick form
and name : It was ftill #he Spirit of Stephen that
was received by Chrift. 1t fleepeth not : To confute
the dream of thofe that talk of the fleeping of Souls,
or any Lethargich, u_nintellifent or nnactive flate,
of fo excellent, capacious and altive a nature, were
but to difpute with fleeping men. When we fay
it is Jmmortal, we mean not that it or any crea-
ture hath in it felta fe/f. fupporting or felf-preferving
JSuficiency 5 or that they are Neceffary Beings, and
not Contingent 5 or Primitive Beings, and not De-
rived from another by Creation : We know that
all the world would turn to nothingin a moment,
if God did but withdraw his preferving and up-
holding influence, and but ﬂ{{em[ that Wi# that
doth continue them: He need not exert any Po-
fetive Will or Aé for their deftrution or anni-
8 hilatien. Though ejusdem eft annibilare, cujus eff.
creare 3 none can annihilate but God; yet it:is by;
v C-2 a

det thatfo holy a Man as. Puu/ muft keep under
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a Pofirive efficient alt of Willthat he createth ; and B
by a meer caffation of the at of his preferving Will,
he can awribilate. 1 mean notby any changein
him; but by willing the continuance of the crea.
ture but t2//fucha period, But yet he that will
perpetuate the Spirit of Man, hath given it a ua
ture (as he hath done the Awgels) fir to be perpetu.
ated: A Nature not guilty of compofition and ele-
mentary materiallity which might fubje& it to
corruption : fo that as there isan Aptstude in Iron,
or Silver, or Gold,to continuc longer than Grafi,
or Flowers , or Flefb; and a reafon of its duration
may be given a watura reifrom that aptitude in fub-
ordination to the Will of God ; fo there is fuch an 28
Aptitude in the Nuture of the Sou! to be Immortal,
which God maketh ufe of to the accomplifhment
of his will for its uctual perpeturty.

The Heathenifb Socinians that deny the hamorte:
/ity of the Soul, (yea worfe than Heathenith, for :
moft Heathens do maintain it) muft deny it to
€briff himfelf, as well as to his Members: For he
ufed the like recommendation of his Soul to his
Father, whenhe was on the Crofs, as Srephen doth
here to bim. W[ Lord Fefus receive my Spirit Jbe
words that prove not the furviving of the Spirit of
Stephen 5 then [ Futher, into thy bands I commend:
my Spirit ] wall nor prove the furviving of the Sps-
ra of Chriff: And then what do thefe infidels
make of Chrift, who alfo deny his Deity; and
confequently make him rothing but a Corgfe, when
hisbody was in the gravet How then did he make.
good his promife to the penitent malefaor, [This

day

day fbalt thou be with me is Paradife. ] But he that
fad, [Becaufe I live, ye fhall live aljo] John 14.19.
did Zive in the Spirity while he was put to death 1n
2he flefb, 1 Pet. 3.18. and receiveth the Spirits of
his Servants unto Jife eternal, while their fleth is
rotting in the grave: This very Text is {o clear
for this, if there were no other, it mightcnd the
controverfie with all that believe the Holy Scri-
ures.

I confefs there is a fleep of Souls : A Meraphorical
¢p in fin and in fecurity: Or elfe the drowfie
opinions of thefe Infidels, had never found enter-
tainment in the world: A fleep fo deep, that
the voice of God in the threatnings of his Word,
and the alarm of his Judgments, and the thun-
der of his warnings by his moft ferious Minifters,
prevail not to awaken the moft. So dead a
fleep pofeffeth the moft of the ungodly world,that
they can quietly fin in the fight of God, at the
entrance upon eternity, at thedoors of Hell, and
the ealls of God do not awaken them: So deud a
JSleep that Scripture juftly calls them dead, £pb. 2.
1. 5. And Miniffers may well call them dead ; For
alas it is not owr woice that can awake them. They
are as dead to us; we draw back the curtains to
Iet in the light, and fhew them that Judgment
is at hand , and ufe thofe true but terrible ar-
guments from wrath and hell, which we are a-
traid thould too much frighten many tender hear-
ers: and yet they fleep o, and our loudeft calls,
our tears and our intreaties cannot- awaken them.
We cry to them in the nams of tiie Lord, {dugzﬁe
. thou
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thou that flecpeft, arife from the deac_f, and -Cbn}}
JRall give thee light] Eph. 5. 14. This Moral Sflee,
and deatt of Senls, which is the tore-runner of eer:
lafting death in mg'/é'r], we cannot deny. But a{ter
Death cven this fleep fhall ceafe ; and God will a.

waken them with his vengeance, that would not be

awaked by his Grace. Then finner, fleep under
}the thoughts of fin and Gods difpleafure if thou
canft: There is no fleeping Soul in Ze#: There
are none that are paf feeling. The mortal ftroke
that layeth thy fleth to fleep in the duft, lets
out the guilty Soul into a Wor/d where there is s
Jleeping; where there is a Light irrefiftible, and a
Terrour and Torment that will keep them wa.
king. If God Zid thee awake by the flames
Faftrce, he will have no nay. The firf? fight and
feeling which will furprize” thee when thou haft
left ¢his Frefb, will awake thee to Eternity, and do
more than we coulddo in Time, and convince thee
that there is no fleeping ftate for feparated Souls.

DocT .

Cf{riﬂ doth receive the Spirits of his Saints

when they leave the Flefb, o
Here we fhall firft tell you what Chrifts receie

ving of the Spirit is. TheWord fignifieth to sake

it as acceptable to himfelf; and it comprehendeth
thefe Particulars. . ;

1. That Chrift will wor feave the new-deﬁtéd
Soul to the will of Satan its malicioys Enemy.
C o How

“of a Belitwer:

. I

HOWtr'eady is be to receive us to perdition, it Chrift
#efufe us, and receive us not to Salvation? He that
now feecketh as a roaring Lion night a.m! day, as our
adverfary, to devour usby deceit, willthén feek to

devour usby execution.  How glad was he when
God gave him leave but to touch the goods, and
children, and body of Fob > And how much more
would it pleafe his enmity, to have power to tor-
ment our Souls? But the Soul that fled to the
arms of Chrift by Faith in theday of #ryal, fhall
then fiud it felf in the arms of Chrift in the mo-
ment of itsentrance upon Eternity. O Chriftian,
whether thou »ow feel it to thy comfort or not,
thou fhalt then feel it to the ravithing of thy Soul,

that thou didft not fly to Chrift in vain, nor truft
himin vain to be thy Saviour : Satan fhall be for .

ever difappointed of his defired Prey. Long waft
thou combating with him ; frequently and ftrong-

ly waft thou tempted by him : Thou oft thought.

eft it was a doubtful Queftion who fhould win
the day, and whether ever thou thouldet hold
out and be faved : But when thou paffeft from the

Flefh, in thy laft Extremity, in the end of thy .
» greateft and moft fhaking Fears; when Satanis -

ready,if he might, to carry thy Soul to Hell; #hen,
even rhen fhalt thou find that thou hatt won the

day. And yet not zbou, but Chriftishe that hath -

been victorious for thee (even as when thou livedit

the life of Faith, it was.not*thow, but Chrift lived
in ‘thee, Gal. 1.20.) Thou mayft fear at tl(xix‘ de-
rture, and leave the Fleth with rerrour,andima-

fhe

)
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that Satan will: préfently devéurthee’: Bur
R4

the..
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tﬁe experience of a moment will end thy Fﬁrs,, and

that faved thee trom the dominion of a tempting,
Dewil, will certainiy fave thee from him when he
would rorment thee. Here he would bave s that,
i he may fift us, and get advantage on our weak.
i} nefs ; Lue Chrift prayeth for us, and ftrengthneth,
' us, that our faith may wot fail, Luke 2. 31. And
he that faveth us from the fin, will fave us from.
the punifhment ; and from Satans fury, as he did.
trom his fraud. - S

2. Chrifts Receiving usdoth include his favour-
i able entertainment and welcoming the Jepart:d Soul,
1 Poor Soul, thou waft never fo welcome to thy
deareft Friend,nor into the arms of a Father, a Hus-.
band, or a Wife, as thou fhalt be then into the
prefence and embracements of thy Lord. Thou
hearelt, and readeft, and partly believeft now how
he loveth us, evenas his Spoufe and Members, as
his Fleth and Bone, Eph. 6. But then thou fhalt
Jee! how he loverh thee in particular : If the An-
gels of God have joy at thy Converfion, what joy
will therebe in Heaven at thy enterance into that
Satvation ! And fure thofe Angels will bid thee wel

joy. If a returning Prodigal find himfelf in the arms
of his Fathers Love, and welcomed home with his
kifles, and his robe and feaft; What welcome then
may a cleanfed conquered Soul expect, when it com-
eth into the prefence of Glorious Love, and is pur-
_ pofely to ke received with Juch demonftrations of
Y Love, as may be fitted to magnific the Love of God,
which

thou fhalt triumph aggint thy conquered Foe.He,

‘come, and concur with Chrift in thar triumphant,"

"~ of @ Believer,

which exceedeth all the Love of man, as Omnipo-
tency doth exceed our Impotency ; and therefore will
exceed it in the efedts / T hough thou haft quefti-
oned bere in the dark, whether thou wert we/come
to Chrift when thou cameft to him in prayer, or
when thou cameft to his koly Tuble ; yet then doube
of thy weleom if thou canft.

O had we but one moments fenfe of. the delights
of the embraced Soul, that s newly received by
Chriftinto his Kingdom, it would make us think
we were in Heaven already, and tranfport us more
than the Difciples thar faw the Transtiguration of
Chritt; and make us fay, in comparing this with
3l the Glory of the World, [Mafter, 1 is good for
us to be heres] Lut in con ideration of the full, to
{ay, [ ¢ is better to be there.] But it muft nor be:
Earth waft not be fo happy as to have a momenss

Jenfe of the unconceival.le Pleafares of the received
* Soul; that is the Reward and Crown, and therefore

not fit for us here in our Confli&t.

But low things may by dark refemblance a Ijt.
tle help us to conceive of fomething that is Jife
them in a low degree. How would Jyou receive

%our Son, or Husband, the next day ‘after fome

loody Fight, where he had efcaped with the Vi-
&ory? Or your Child, or Friend, that arrived fafe-
ly after a long and a dangerous Voyage > Would
you not run and meet him, and with joy embrace
him; if h&#bad been many years abfent, and were’
now com €2 I tell thee, poor Soul, thy Sa-
viourhath a larger beart, and another find of Love
than thou, and other Reafors of greater foree to

: D move
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move him to bid thee Welcome into his Pre_fence.,
3. Chrift’s Receiving the deparred Soul inclu-
deth the State of Bleffecnefs into which he ?oth r;-
ceive it,  If youask, W/;gt that is2 I an wgr,h t
is unto himfelf,to be wz\'h’J him where be is : An that
in geweral 1s full of comfort , 1f thcre. yxrlcr? no
morc: For we know that Chrifl is in no)xl Place;
He is glorified at the righr /.vuh{// of the /J.:}(’ﬂ_)l' o
bigh, F/cb. 5.3.  And tlmpthe hxouls‘of the Righte-
o{ls, and at laft cheir Bedies, are received to hinifelf,
heoften telleth us: Folw 12.26. Jf any man ferve
wme, lct him follow e 5 and where I aniy tf’J;z'e Shall
alfo my fervint Le] Jobn 14. 2,3, nd if 1 go ta

. ; . : « [
prepare a pluce for you, I will comse again and res :

cerve you wito my felf, that where I am, there you
may be alfo.] And in the mean time, whe_n we
omce are abfeit from the [o:{y, we are prefent fvzzf/y the
Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 8. and that is in [the lailding of
God, wot mad: with hands, eternal in the lrea'vens,\':l.
Paul theretore defired 70 depart and be mit/{ Chrift,
as éeiﬂg far éetté’l',] Phil. 1.2 3 And Chrift pro-
mifesh the converted Thief, [7his day fhalt thou
be with me in Paradife,] Luke 23. 43. ~And our
State after the Refurretion hath the fame defe;;v
prion, 1 Thefl. 4.17. [And fo fball we ever be with
the Lord : 7 And what it fhall be, he declareth
himfelf, Fobn 17. 24. Father, I will that they whom
thou haft given me, be with me where I am, that they
may behold wny glory which thou hafp given me. The
Soul of Lazarus, Luke 16. was received into Abra-
hams bofom, where he is faid #0 e consforted. The
heavens receive Chrift, AQs 3+ 21..and theréfoze
he

of | zz Belz'ewr.

the beavens receive the Jpirits that go to him: even
the pirits of the juft made perfet, Heb. 12, 23,
that is, that are crowned with Chriftin Glory, and
freed from the Imperfections and Evils of this
Life. Andfo that 1 Zhef. §-xo. is plain, though
fome would pervert it, [7har whetber we wake or
ﬂeep, we may live together with /Jz'm] : Not [Whether
we wake to righteoufnefs, or fleep in fin]; for
fuch Sleepers live not with him : Nor [whether
we wake .y follicitude, or fleepin fecurity]: Nor
[Whether we naturally wake or fleep] only : But
whether we live, or die, and fo our Bodies fleep in
death, yet we live together with him. Ina word,
Chrift will receive us unto a participation of his
Foy and Glory; into a Foy as great as our Nature
fhall be capable of, and more than we can now de.
fite, and that the largeft Heart on Earth can juftly
conceive of or comprehend.  And becaufe all this
tells you but to the ear, ftay yet but a little
while, and experimental fight nnd feeling fhall tell
you, What thss Receiving 1s; even when we re-
ceive the kingdom that cannot be moved, Eleb. 15.0.8,
and when we receive the end of our faith, the fal-
Vation of our fouls, 1 Pet. L9.

Doc7, .

Dying Chriftian may confidently and comfortably

commend bis Sfirit te Chrift to be received
by bim.
- Though be have formerly been a grievous fiuner ;
. 6 2 though
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though at the prefent hebe frail and ﬁ;"dt).: tﬁougﬁ
he be weak in faith, and love, and uty,r 1 ou;gl'
hisbody by ficknefs be become unﬁtutc‘) erve his
Soul, and as to pr;’{érzf fegﬁézhtg; :éhg:%c’)tﬁrm}éy.’
m to be paft the belt, _ 3
tﬁog{gﬁhé) Tcmppmr would aggravate his fms., ami
weaknefs, and dulnefs to his dilcouragement ,dyhe_
he may, he muft with confidence recommend his
Spirit to Chrift tobe Received by him. o e
O learn this Dotrine (..l1r1fllans, that gul uyl"
#fe it in the hour of your laft diftrefs: f e 10':r
isnear : the diftrefs will be the greateft t 1;1;1 eve
you were in: Aswe/ as we fecm now w 1l‘; };}tg
are hearing this, our turn is nigh: The _I}dx “hl?;
is not fo necetlary to the lite of thq Child, tha
Receiveth it into the worl'd, as Chrifts Receiving
will be then toour cvcrlaﬂmgﬁhfc. To fay %vq
heartlefly thefe words [ Lord efus rc’cri'v; my Spi-
rir ] will be no more than a dead hearted Hypo-
crite may do: fuch formal lip-fervice in life %at
death, doth profit nothirg to falvation; Now
make {uch nceellary preparatzon, that at Death yq\;
may have well-gromnded confidence, that Fefus Chrifs |
will receive your Spirits.

1. And firft, ler mebring this to the carwal unpre-

g NHer. .
Pa)liioj: finner,What thoughrs hafl thou of thy dying
howr,and of thy departing Seul! T wonder at thee,
what thoughts thou haft of them, that thou canit
fin {o boldiy and live fo carelefly,and talk or hear

of the life to come fo fenfelefly &5 thou doft / Thou

mighteﬁ well th'mkv I wronged thee, if } c:iloel;

" of 4 Belicuer.

PT:

thee to be fuch a &rute as not to know that thou-
mufl die! Thy Soul that brought thy dody Lither,

that caufeth it wow to bear and underfiind, thar
carryeth it up and down the world, muft very

ortly be required of theeand muft feck another
habitation. What thoughts haft thou of r/y de-

parting Soul! WHll Chrift receive ir » Haft thou.

made fwre of that?> Or haft thoy made it thy
préncipal care and bufinefs to make fure / O what
doth intoxicate the brains of fenfual worldly men,
that they drown themfelves in the Cares of tais.
Life, and ride and run for tranfitory Riches, and
live upon the Smoak of Honour and Applaufe,and
never foberly and ferioufly bethink them, whether
Chrift will receive their departed Souls ! That the
can fill their minds with orher 1houghrs,and fill their
mouthes Wikh other talk, and confume their time in
other inconfiderable employments ; and take no more -
care, and {pend no more thoughts, and words, and
time, about the entertainmens of their departing
Souls ! When they are cven ready to be gone, and
ftand as it were on tip-toes ; when Fevers, and
Confumptions, and many hundred Difeafes are al)
abroad fo bufily diftributing their Summons 5 and.
When the Gates of Death have fo many Paflengers
crowding in, and Souls are making fuch bafte aw.y,
Will you not confider what fhall become of yours »
Will you fay, that you hope well,and you mat ven-
ture 2 If God had appointed you nothing to do, to
Prepare for your fate paflage and entertainment
with Chrift, you might then take up with fuch an

>

Anfwer : But it’s a mad adventure to /eave ali

andone
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though at the prefent hebe frail and fj{alt_y : tlﬁougﬁ
he be weak in faith, and love, and mry;r t outgl‘
his body by ficknefs be become unfit to ferve his
Soul, and as to prefext fenfibility, altivity, ?l; 7%»
he feem to be paft the belt, or to bc. n?t mgé
though the Tempter would aggravate his ins, an
weaknefs, and dulne(s to his difcouragement ,d);lgt
he may, he muft with confidence recommend his
Spirit to Chrift tobe Received by him. , .
O learn this Doltrine Chritians, that y ﬁullln y
ufe it in the hour of your lait diftrefs : ll“ e hour
isnear: the diflrefs will be the greateft A 1;;1 ever
you were in: Aswed as we feem now w 1‘(;: \(&fe
are hearing this, our turn is nigh: The I}g Whnac
is not fo neceflary to the lite of the_ Child, that
Receiveth it into the \Vodd, as C/.:rl_/{f Receiving
will be then toour everlafting life.  To fay over
heartlefly thefe words [ Lord Jefus receive my :S'pz-
rit ] will be no more than a dead hear_ted Hypo-
crite may do: fuch formal lip-fervice in life or at
death, doth profit nothing to falvation; Now
make fuch necelfary preparation, that at Death you
may have well-groanded confidence, that Fefus Chriff
will receive your Spiritss . :
1. And firft, ler mebring this to the carwal unpre-
HHCT )
Parl‘;goj: finner,What #houghrs hafl thou of thy dying
howr,and ot thy departing Soul! 1 wonder at thee,
what thoughts thou haft of them, that thou canft
fin fo boldiy,and live fo carelef‘}y,'and talk or hear
of the life to come fo fenfelefly as thou doft / Thou
mighteft well think T wronged thee, if t:i::l;

-of ‘a Btlzwer —

o1

thee to be fuch a &ruze as not to koow that thou-
mufl die! Thy Soul that brought thy body bither,

that caufeth it wow to Jear and wnderfland, thar
carryeth it up and down the world, muft very
thortly be required of theeand muft feck another
habitation. What thoughts haft thou of thy de-

parting Soul! Will Chrift receive it 2 Haft thou.

made fure of that? Or haft thou made jr thy
principal care and Zufinefs to make fure ! O what
doth intoxicate the brains of fenfual worldly men,
that they drown themfelves in the Cares of this
Life, and ride and run for tranfitory Riches, and
live upon the Smoak of Honour and Applaufe,and
never foberly and ferioufly bethink them, whether
Chrift will receive their departed Souls ! That they
can fill their minds with other 1houghrs,and fill their
mouthes Wik other talk, and confume their t/me in
other inconfiderable employments ; and take no more
care, and fpend no more thoughts, and words, and
time, about the enrertainment of their departing
Souls ! When they are even ready to be gone, and
ftand as it were “on tip-toes ; when Feuvers, and
Confumptions, and many hundred Difeafes are al
abroad fo bufily diftributing their Summons 5 and
when the Gates of Death have fo many Paflengers
crowding in, and Sou/s are making fuch hafte away,
will you not confider what fhall become of yours
Will you fay, that you hope well,and you majft wen-
#ure 2 If God had appointed you nothing to do, to
Prepare for your fate paffage and entertainment
with Chrift, you might then take up with{uch an
Anfwer - But it’s a mad adventure to /asie a/

andone
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undone that is neceffary to your falvation, and then
tofay, Tou muft put it to the venture : If youdie in
an unrenewed and unjuftified ftate, it is paft all
ventures ; for it is certgin that Chrift will noz receive
you: You may talk of hoping, dutitis nor a mar-
ter 10 be hoped tor.  Hope that God will make good
every word of his Promufe, and fpare not : But there
is no more /7ope that Chrift will Receive the Jouls
of any but of his members, than there is that he will
prove alyar.  He never promifed tofave any others :
and that is not all ; but he hath declared and pro-
tefled frequently that be will wor.  And you are no
Believers it you will not elieve him : And if you
believe bim, you muft believe that the unbelievers,
the wnregenerate, the anboly, and the workers of ini-
quity, [ball not be received into the Kingdom of Hea-
vex : Yor he hath profefled it, Fobn 3. 3,36. Zed.
X2, 14. Matth.7.23.

It Chrift would Receive the fouls of aZ, your
venrure then had reafon forit: Or if he had left it
as a thing that depended only on his wrrevealed
wiZ, and not on any preparations of our own, we
might then have guif our felves of the care,and caft
it all on him, as being bis part, and none of ours :
But it is nor fo: Thope I need not re/ ‘you that, it
25 not fo: Believeit, the Queftion mu(f be Now re-
Jolved, and refolved by your felves, whether Chrift
fhall Receive your departed Jouls, ot caft them off as
Sfirebrands for Hell > He hath made the Law, and
fet down the rerms already to which he will unal-
terably ftand, and which we muft truft to, 7z is
now that you muft labour to be accepted of him ; For

we

we muft all appear before the Fudgment feat of Chrif?,
that every one may receive the things done in bis body,
according to that be hath done, whether it e good or
¢ad) 2 Cor.5. 9, 10. O Sirs, thisis the reafon of
our importunity with you: &Kuowing the terrors of
the Lord, we perfuade men, faith the Apoftlein the
next words, verf.11. We know that the Sentence
will be juft, and that it is now in your own hands
what judgrment then [ball pafs upon you ! And if juft
#ow your fouls were plfing hence, Lefore you went
from the place youfitin, would you think any
care could be too great, to make fure that they
fhould go to happinefs! O that you would confi-
der how much it is your omn worfk, ard how much.
it refteth on your felves what Chrift fhall then do,
with you! Zhen you will cry to bim for mercy, [O.
caft not away a miferable foul !I” Lord, receive e nto
thy Kingdom] Butmow he muft intreat Jyouto Le:
faved, and to Ze the people thar he may then Ree
cezve, and you will not hear him: And it you will.
not hear him, when he calleth on you, and befeech-
eth youto Repent and to prepare ; asfure as Chrift
1sChrift, he will not-bear youwhen you cry and call;
for mercy too late in your extremity. Read Proo,
1. and you will fee this istrye. Itis you that are
to be entreated that Chrift may receive you; forthe
#nwillingnefs and backwardnefs is on your part : Tou
are now poyfoning. your fouls by fin,and when we
cannot intreat youcither to forfear or to take the
Fomit of Repentance : yet when you are gafping.
anddying of your own wilful felfmurder, you will
then cry to. Chrift, and think. be muf receive you
upon:




upon terms inconfiftent with his juftice, holinefz
and truth.  Butflatter not your felves ; it will not
be: This is the accepted time : behold now is the day
of falvation : refufe it now, and it is loft for ever.
O Sirs, it this were the hour, and youwere prefent-
ly to be received or refufed, would you blame me
to cry and call to you with all the fervour of my
foul, if I knew that it were in your ows choice,
whether you would go to Heaven or Hell » Why,
now it is in your choice ! Life and Death are fet be-
toreyou. Chrift will receive you if you will bue
come within the capacity of hisaccepration. If you
will not, there will #hen be noremedy : It isa dole.
ful thing to obferve how Satan doth bewitch poor
finners ! That when time is gone, and the door of
mercy is fhut againtt them, they would think no
cries too loud for mercy, and no importunity too
great: for Chrift telleth us, Marsh, 25. 10, 11, that
then they willery (Lord, Lord, opex to us - ] And
yet now when the door ftands open, noarguments,
o earnc/tuefs, no tears can intrear them to enter
in; Then thereis nct the moft fenfelefs finner of
youall, but would ery more ftrongly than Ffau
tor the bleffling, (when his rears could Jind no place
Jor repentance, Heb. 12.16,17.) [Lord receive & mi-
Jerable foul ! O whither [ball T 20, if thou receive me
not ' Umaft elfe be tormented in thofe [corching flames B
And yet now you will fz// Your birthright for one
morfel ; for a little of Fudas, or Gebezs's gain, for
the applaufe of worms, for. the pleafing of your
fleth that is tumin%to corruption ; for the delights
of gluttony, drunkennefs, Iports or luft. There’

1s

of a Belicver.

isnot 2 man of you but would zhes pray wmore egr-
neftly than thofe that you now deride tor earnept
praying, asif they whined and were ridiculoas : And
yet wow you will neither be ferious in prayer, nor
hear Chrift or his meflengers, when he maketh it
his earneft requeft to you to come in to him, that
youmay have life, fohn 5. 40. Then you will kaock
when the door isthut, and cry [Lord open to a mi-
Jerable fimmer : 1 and yet now you will sor open unto
him, when by his word and ] pirit, his mercies and
afflictions, he ftandeth at the door of your ftub-

born hearts, and callethon you tc repent and turn .

to God ; Now our intreaties cannot fo much as
bring you on your knees, or bring you to one hours
JSerions thouzhts, about the ftate of thofe fouls that
are fo near their doom. O Sirs, for your fouls
fake, lay by your obftinacy : Pity thofe fouls
that then you will beg of Chrift to pity. Do not
you damn them by your floth and fin, in the day of
your vifitation, and then cry in vain to Chrijf to
Jave them, when it is too late. Zer the door of
grace isopen: But how fpeedily will it be fhut >
One ftroak of an Apoplexy, a Confumption, aFe-
ver, canquickly fhut it; and then you may tear
your hearts with crying [ Lord open to us]and all in
vain. O did you but fee departed fouls, as you fee
the corps that is left behind | Did you fee how they
are treated at their removal from the flefh? how
Jome are taken and others left] how fome are welcom-
ed to Chrift, and orhers are adhorred, and turned
over tothe tormenter, and zhruff our with impla-
aable indignation and difdainE (Luk.13.28. Prov. 1.

24,
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24,26, 27) {urc you would enter into ferious con-
fideration this day, IWhat it is that makes this diffe-
rence s and why CLriji fo ufeth the one and the other
and what muft be done now, by the foul that would be
received then > Alas, men will do any thing, but that
which they fbould do ! Among the fuperftitious
Papifts, the conceit of a deliverance trom Purga-
tory makes them bequeath their Lands and Mo-
neys to Priefts and kriars to pray tor them when
they are dead, and to have other men cry to Chrift
to receive themy and open to them, when time is pait:
And yet now ju the accepted timey, now when it is
at your choice, and the door is open, men live as if
they were pa/t feeling, and cared not what became
of themat the laft, and would not te beholden to
Chrift to receive them, when the deceitful world
hath caft them off.

And now, Beloved Hearers all, T would make

it my moft carneft requeft to you, as one that &8

knowerh we arc all paiiing hence, and forefeeth
the cafe of a departed foul, that you would now
without any more delay, prepare and make fure
that you may be reccived into the everlafting ha-
bitations : And to thisend, I fhall more diftinétly,
though briefly tell you, 1. What fouls they are that
Chrift will receive, and what be will yot - and con-
fequently, what you muft do to be recerved, ., What
ca;g/n/enm‘()fz; frould JEir von up to this preparation.

I. Nothing is more fure than that Chrift will
wor reccive, 1. ANY wnregencrate, unconverted Joul,
John3.3,5. Matth.18.3. that is nor renewed and
Jandtified by bis fpirir, Rom, 8, 9. Heh. 12. 14.. Acks

2.6,

26.18. They mulfk have the new and beavenly, na-
turethat will ever come to Heaven: Without this
you are morally -uncapable of it. Aeaven is the
proper inberitance of Saints, Col. 1. 12. This hea-
venly nature, and {pirit,is yoxr earne/t : If you have
this, you are fealed up unto falvarion, 2 Cor. 1. 2.
Ephef.1. 13. & 4. 30. -

2. Chrift will receive none but thofe that make
it wow their work to lay up a treafure in heaven, ra-
ther than upon the earth, Masth.6.20, 21. and that
Jeek it in the firft place, Mat. 6.33. and canbe con-
tent to part with all to purchale it, Marth. 13. 44,
46. Luk. 14.33. & 18.22. An carthly-minded
worldling is uncapable of heaven, in that conditi-
on, Phil.3.17,18. Luk.16.13. You muft take
it for your portion, and fet your hearts on it, if
ever you will come thither ; Matth. 6. 21. Col. 3.
1,2, 3.

3. %Jhri[’c will Receive no foul at laft, but fuch
asfincerely received him as their Lord and Saviour
now, and gave upthemfelves to him, and receiv-

‘ed his Word, and yield obedience to it, and recei-

ved his Spirit, and were cleanfed by him from their
iniquities, Fobw 1.11,12. Luk.19.27. 2 Thef 2. 10,
12. [That all they might be damned thar believed not
the truth, but had pleafure in anrighteoufnefs.] (They
are God’sown words : be not offended at them,
but believe and fear.)  Ale.hateth all the workers of
iniguity, and will fay to them, Depart from me, I

know you not, Plal. 5. 5. Matth. 7.23. .
4. He will receive none but thofe that loved his
fervants, that bore his holy image, and. received
. " E2 them
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them according to their abilities, Mare. 2.4, 49“,
41, ®c.  And it he will fay to thofe that did nor
entertain them [Depars from me ye caurfed into ever-
lafting fire,] what will he fay to thofe that baze axd
perfecute them? 1 Joh.3. 14. & ..

5. Hewill receive none but thofe that Zive o bim
in the body, ahd ufe hisgifes and talents to his fer-
vice, and makeit their chief bufinefs to ferve, and
honour, and pleafe him in the world, Marth, 25,
21,26. 2 Cor.5.9,15. Gal. 6.7,8. and live mor to
the pleafing of the fle/h, but have crucified it and its
lefls, Rom. 8.1,13. Gal.s. 24.

Examine all thefe Texts of Scripture (for the
matter is worthy of your ftudy) and you will fee
whart fouls they are that Chrift will then Receiye,
and what he will rejet.  You may fee alfo what
you muft now be and do, it you willbe thex Re-
ceived. If you are not regenerate by the Spirit of
God, (though you may be Sacramentally regene-
rate in Bapufm ;) If you are not jufifed by Chrift,
(though you may be “abfolved by a Minifter ; ) If
If you feek not Heaven with higher eftimation’
and refolutions than any felicity on earth, and rake
not God for your fatisfying portion ; (though you
be never fo Religious in fubferviency to a flelhly
worldly happinefs ;) If you Receive nor Chrift as
your only Saviour, and fet him not in the Throne
and Government of your hearts and lives (though
you may go with men for cyrrane Chriftians; ) If

you hate not fin, if you love not the holy image,

and children of God, and ue them not rding-
ly ; If yom crucifie not the flefh, and d&aﬁpﬁ?ﬁi
world,

world, and deny not your felves, and live not un-
to God, as making it your chief bufinefs and hap-
pinefs to pleafe him : I fay, if this be not your
cafe, asfureas you are men, if you died this hour
in this condirion, Chrift will not own you, but
turn you off with a[Deparr ye carfed : ] You may
aswell think of reconciling light and darksefs, or
perfuade a man to live on the food of beajts, ar the
Stomach to welcome deadlly payfor, as to think that
Chrift will receive an ungodly earthly, guilty foul.

Deceive not your felves finners : If God could
haveentertained the ungodly, and Heaven could
hold unholy fouls, anfwer me then thefe twq or
three Queftions.

1. What need Chrift then to have thed hisblood,
or become a facrifice for fin? it he could have re-
ceived the ungodly, he might have done it upon-
cheaper rates. This feigneth him to have died to -
no purpofesbut tobring the unfanitified to heaven,
that mighc have been as well entertained there-
without his fufferings.

2. To what ufe doth Chriftfend the Zoly-Ghoft'
to fanétifie hisEle& 2> Or fend his Wsrd and Mini-
Jters to promote it, if they may .come to heaven:
unfanctified ? : :

3. If the ungodly go to Heaven, what ufe is Zed
for : Thereis no Hellif this be true! But youwill:
quickly find that tobe roo good news to the un--
godly tobetrue.

II. Ia Zuk. 16, Chrift teacheth us our duty by
the parable of the Steward, that asketh himfelf be-
fore-hand, What he fhad da when be muft be no longer -

Steward »*

e ——
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Szeward 2 and contriveth it {o that others may re.
ceive him when heis caft off : And he appliethitto
us that muft now fo provide, that when we fail, we
may Lé received into the everlafting babitations. This
is the work that we have all to mind! We always
knew that this world would fail us : O how uncer.-
tain is your tenure of the dwellings that you now
poflefs | Are you provided, certainly provided whi-
ther to go, and who fhall Receive you when your
Stewarcﬁhip is ended,and you muft needs go hence?
O think of thefc confiderations that fhould move
you prefently to provide.

t. Tour Cottages of earth are ready to drop down
and itis a {tormy time, there are many fickneffes
ebroad : One blaft may quickly lay them in the
dutt; and then the flefh that had fo much care, and
wasthought worthy tobe preferred before the foul,
muftbe laid and left to rot in darknefs, to avoid
the annoyance of the living: And when you may
juttly look every hour when you are turned
out of thefe dwellings that you are in, is it not
time to be provided of fome other »

2. Confider, if Chrift thould not receive 4y [pi-
zit, how unfpeakably deplorable thy cafe wid be's 1
think there is no man 1n all this Aflembly fo mad
that would takeall the wor/d now, to have his fouf
refufed then by Chrift ; that would profefledly make
and fubferibe fucha bargain: And yetalas, how
many are they that will be hired for a fmaller
price, even for the pleafure of a fin, to do that
‘which Chrift himfelf hath told them, will caufe him
o Refufe them 2 O Sirs, for ought you know, before

to

of a Behever.

to morrow, or within this week, you may be pur
to know thefe things by tryal, and your Souls may be
refufed or received: And wo to you that ever you
wereMen, if Chrift receive you not.

Confider, 1. If Chrift receive thee not, thou haft
no Friend left then to receive thee. 'Thy Houle,
and Land, and Riches, and Reputation, arcall left
behind ; none of them will go with thee; or if
they did, they could afford thee no rclict.  Thy
Bofom-friends, thy powerful Defenders, arc all left
behind; or if they go before or with thee, they
can do nothing there, that could dofo much for
thee here. No Minifter {o holy, no Friend fo kind,
no Patron fo powerful, that can give thecany en.
tertainment , if Chrift refufe to entertain:thee.
Look to the right hand or the left, there will be
none to help thee, or care for thy forfaken Soul
Then thou. wilt find, that one Chrift had been a
better Friend, than all the Great ones upon Earth. .

2. If €hrift then receive not thy departed Soul
the Devils will receive ir. T am lothto fpeak for
terrible a word, but that it ma/? be fpoken, if’ you .
will be awaked to prevent it. He that deceived
thee, will then plead Conqueft, and claim thee as.
his due, that he may torment thee. And if the
Devil fay, 7his Soul is mine; and Chrilt do not:
refcue and juftifie thee, but fay fotoo, no heart is .
able to conceive the horrour that will then over-
whelm thee : Doth not thereading of the Sentence:
make thee tremble, Marth. 25.41. EDepart from me:
ye curfed, into everlafting fire; prepared for the De-
vik and bis Angels » This is that deeadful deviue~
L rizg
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ring up to Satan, when the Soul is excommunica-
ted from the City of God. O therefore if thou
be yet unreconciled to God, agree with him guick-
ly, while thou art here in the way, left he deliver thee
to this terrible Jaylor and Executioner, and 2hou
be caft mto the prifon of the Lottomlefs pit : Perily
I fay unto thee, thou fbalt by wo means come out
thence , till thon haft paid the uttermoft farthing,
Mat. 5. 25,26,

3. The greatnefs of the change will increafe the
amazement and mifery of thy Spirit, if Chrift receive
it wot. 'To leave a World'that thou waft acquaint-
ed with,a World that pleafed thee and entertained
thee, a World where thou hadit long thy bufinefs
and delight, and where ( wretched man!) thou
hadft made thy chiet provifion, and laid up thy
treafure; this will be a fad part of the Change.
To enter into a World where thou art a ftranger,
and much worfe, and fee the company and the
things that before thou never faweit, and to find
things go there fo contrary to thy expe&ation ;
to be turned with Dives from thy {umptuous
Dwelling, Attendance, and Fare, into a place of
eafelefs torment ; this will be a fadder part of thy
Change. Fere the Rich would have reccived thee,
the Poor would have ferved and flattered thee, thy
Friends would have comforted thee, thy Play-fel-
lows would have been merry with thee : But there,
alas, how the cafeis altered /” All thefe have done;
the Table is withdrawn, the Game is ended,  the
Mirth isceafed ; and now fucceedeth, [Son, remens
ber that thow in thy life-time receivedft thy good

things
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things, and Lazarus evil things: bur now he is com-
forted, and thou art tormenred)) Luke 16.25. O
dreadful Change to thofe that made the World
their home, and little dreamed (or did but dream)
of fuch aday / Never to fee this World again, un.
lefs by fuch reviews as will torment them / never
to have fport or pleafure more; and for thefe to
have fuch Company, fuch Thoughts, fuch Work
and Ulfage, as God hath told us is in Hell /

4+ If Chrift “receive thee not, the burden of thy
Sins will overwhelm thee, and confcience will have no
relief.  Sin will not then appear in fo harmlefs a
fhape as now ; it will then feem a more odious or
frightful thing. O to remember thefe days of fol-
ly, of carelefs, fuggifh, obftinate folly, of fottifh
negligence, and contempt of Grace, will be 2 more
tormenting thing than you will now believe. If
fuch Sermonsand Difcourfesas foretel it are trou-
blefom to thee, what then will that fad Experience
be? :

5. The wrath of an offended God will overwhelm
thee. This will be thy Hell. He that was fo mer-
ciful in the time of Mercy, will be moft terrible
and implacable when that time is paft, and make
men know that Chrift and Mercy are not negleét-
ed, refufed, and abufed at fo cheap a rare, as they
would needs imaginein the time of their delira-
tion.

6. It will ovérwhelm the Sonl, if Chrift receive it
wot, to fee that thon art e»tr;’;g upon Eternity, even
into an everlafting fRare of Woe. Then thou wilt
think, O whither am I going? What muﬁdl en-

F ure?
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dure: And how long / ‘How iong / When fhall

my mifery have an end/ and When fhall I come
back/ and How fhall I ever be delivered / O now
what thoughts wilt thou have of the wonderful
Defign of God in Man’s Redemption / Now thou
wilt better underftand what a Saviour was worth,
and how he fhould have beenbelieved in, and how
his Gofpel and his faving Grace fhould have been
entertained.

O that the Lord would now open your hearts
to entertain it, that you may not then value it to
your vexation, that would not value it now to
your rcliet/ Poor finner, for the Lord’s fake, and
tor thy Souls fake, I beg now of thee, as if it were
on my knecs, that thou wouldft caft away thy

Ainful Cares and Pleafures, and open thy Heart,

and now receive thy Saviour and his faving Grace,
as ever thou wouldft have him then recesve thy
trembling departed Soul / Turn to him now, that
he may not turn thee from him then: Forfake him
not for a flattering World, a little tranfitory vain
Delight, as ever thou wouldft not then have thy

departed Soul forfaken by Him/ O delay not,Man; | :

but now, even wow receive bim, that thou maift
avoid fo terrible 2 danger,and put fo. great a quefti-
on preflently out of doubt, and be able comtorta-
bly to fay, {7 have received Chrift, and he will re-
cerve me s if I die this night, be will receive me.]
Then thou maift fleep quietly, and live merrily,
without any difparagement to thy Reafon. O
yicld to this Requeft, Sinner, of one that defireth
thy Salvation. If thou wert now departing, and

I
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I would not pray earneftly to Chrijt o receive thy
Sowd, thou wouldit think I were unchgx'{tablc:
Alas! it will be one of thefe days . and it is thee
that I muft entrear,and thy fe/f that muft be pre-
vailed with, or thercis 1110 h;)pe : C /J;ﬂ fendeth me
to #hy felf, and faith, that be is wiling to receive
tkee,{'f!n{’w thou wilt receive himy and be fanitified
and ruled by bim: The matter {topsat thy own re-
gardless wilful heart. What fayft thou? Wilt thou
receive Chrift now,or nor > Wilt thoube « new crea-
ture, and live to God, by the Principle of his Spirit,
and the Rule of his Word, to pleafe bim here, that
thon maift live with him for ever 2 W iit thou take
up this Refolution, and ‘make this Covenant with
God thisday? O give me a word of comfort,and
fay, Thou art refofved, and wilt deliver up thy felf
to Chrift. That which is my comfort now on thy
behalf, will be ten thoufand-fold more by comforz
then, when thou partakeft of the Benefit: And if
thou grieve us now, by denying thy Soul to Chrif,
it willbe at /1 ten thoufand-fold more ¢by grief.
Refufe not our requefis and Chrifts requefts now, as
ever thou wouldit not have him retufe thee then,
and thy requefts. Tt is mens turning away NOW from
Chriff, that will caufe Chrift then to turn from
them, Proz. 1. 31.32. The turning away of the /fm~
ple flayeth them, and they then cas but the Jfr:{lt of
their own way. and are filled with their own devices.]
See thew that ye now refufe not him that fpeaketl'z.-
for there is :1o efcaping if you turn away from him
that [peaket® from heaven,) Heb.12.25.

felves to the man thag
| What would you fay your ; ‘; o e e ould
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would not be diffuaded from ﬁttiﬁg bis Houfe on B8

fire, and then would pray and crv im ortunate
to God that he wouldp kgep it frc})’m bging bumi);
Or.of the man that will not be diffuaded from
taking Poyfon ; and then when it gripeth him
will ery to God to fave his life: Or of the mag
that will go to Sea ina leaking broken veffel, yea
himfelf wiil make thofe breaches in it,that fhalj let
the Water in, and when it is finking, will cryto
God'to fave him from being drowned » And will
you do this about fogreat a matter as the everlaft
ing flate of your immortal Souls > Will you now
be wordlings, and fenfualifts, and un odly, and
undo your felves, and then cry [ Lord Fefus receive
my Spirit ] at the aft > What/ receive an unholy
Spérit > Will you not knock till the door is fhute
when he telleth you, AMath. 7. 21. That ir 5 wor
every one that will cry Lord, Lord,that fball enter into
the Kingdom of Heaven, bur he that doth the will of
bzsLFgIber which is in Heaven. )

Laltly, confider with what unfpeakable joy 1
will fill thy Soul, to be then recc’i"vlt)?r{ by the}Lz)’rclf
O what a joyful word will it be, when thow fhalt
?ar, [Come ye blgﬂ@r/ of my Father, inberit the
hz_ngz/om prepared for you.] If thou wilt not have
:h]csi;(;r*é: rthyfct:?fe, tl}Ofu iht:lﬂt fee thofe received to

e ofthy grief, w
;9 iglitat}e: 7 /Jfr};_%’all be e rfieds here

ectiny when ye fhall fee Abraham, I
and all the Prophets in the K, ingdom q‘%if;,a::djzgg%
t’h_a.t from Eaft, Weft, North and South Jhall fit there
mzr/;\rirm, and thou thraf out,} Luke x 327,18,29.

I

w‘eeping and g”a_/biﬂg Qf B

o 8 Bolioer,

I have been long in this part of my application,
having to do with Souls that are ready to depart,
and are in fo fad an unprepared {late, as is not to
be thought on but with great compaflion: am
next to come to that part ot the application, which
{ icfl‘;ieﬂy intended ; to thofe that are the Heirs of

11 You that are mrembers of Jefus Chrit, .
receive this Cordial which may corro-

borate your hearts againft all inordinate fears of
Death: Let it come when it will, you may bold-
ly recommend your departing Souls into the hands
of Chrift. Letit be by a lingring difeafe, or by
an acute, by a natural or a violent death, ar the
fulnefs of your age, or in the flower of your youth,
death canbut feparate the Soul from Fleth, but
not from Chrift, Whether youdie poor or rich,
at liberty or in prifon, in your native Country or
a forein Land, whether you . be buried in the
Earth or caft into the Sea; death fhall but fend.
your Souls to Chrift. Though youdie under the
reproach and flanders of the world,and your names
be caft out among men, asevil doers, yet Chrift
will take your Spirits to himfelf. Though your
Souls depart in fear and trembling, though they
want the fenfe of the Love of God, and of
pardon and peace with him, yet Chrift will re-:
ceive them. ,

I know thou wilt be ready to fay, that thou
s amvorthy, {Will bhereceive fo wwworthy u Sonl as

mine 2}




“The Laft Work

mine?) But if thoube a2 member of Chrift, thouy

art worthy in him tobeaccepted.  Thox haft a wor--

thinefs ot Aptitude, and Chrift hath a worzhinefs of
merit. '
The day that cometh upon fuch az anawares
that have their bearts over-charged with furfeiting,
drunikennefsy and the cares of this life, and as a fnare
furprizeth the inbabitants of the earth, thallbe the
day of thy great deliverance: Wazch therefore and
pray alwayes that you may be accounted worthy to ef-
cape all thofe things that fhall come to pafs, and to
Sand before the fon of man; Luke. 21. 34, 35, 36.
They that are accounted worthy to obtain that world,
can die nomore; for they are equal to the Angeks, and
are the children of God, Luke 20. 35, 36. ‘
Obje&t. O but my fins are great and many; and
will Chrift ever receive (o ignorant, fo earthly and
impure a Soul as mine 2
Anfw.If he have freed thee from the reign of fin,
by givingthee a Wikl that would fain be fully del;-
vered from it, and given thee a defire to be perfed-
4y boly, he will finith the work that he hath be-
gun; and will not bring thee Jsf/ed into Heaven,
but will wa/b thee in his Blood, and feparate all
the remnant of corruption from thy Soul, when
he feparateth thy Soul from flefh : There needs
no purgatory but his dlood and Spirir in the inftant
of death fhall deliver thee, that he may prefent
thee fpor/efs to the Father. .
O fear not then to truff thy Sou! with him that
will Receive it: And fear not death, that can da
thee no more harm. And when once thou hag

overcomie
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overcome the fears of death, thou wilt bethe
more. refolute in thy duty, and faithfulto Chrift,
and above the power of maft temptations,, and wile
not fear the face of man, when Death is the worf}
that man can bring thee to. It is true, Death is
dreadful: but it is as true that the arms of Chrift
are joyful. It is an unpleafing thing to lcave the
Bodies of our friends in the earth: but it is un-
fpeakable pleafure to zheir Soals, to be Received
into the Heavenly faciety by Chrift.

And how confidently, juietl , and comfortably
you may commend your egarting Spirits to be re-
ceived by Chrift beinformed by thele confiderations
following, : ‘

1, Your Spirits are Chrifts own: And may you
not z7uft him with bis own> Asthey. are bis by the
title of creation, { Al Souls are.mine, faith the Lord
Fzek.18.4.)Soalfo by the title of redemption:We are
not our own, we are bought with a.price,1Cor. 6.19,

Say therefore to him, [ Lord I am thine much
mbre than my own ; Receive thine own ; ‘T ake care
of thine own ! Thou dreweft me to confént ro-thy
gracious Covenant, and I refigned my [elf and all I .bad
20 thee ! and thou fwareft to me, and I became thine,
(Ezek. x6. 8.): and £ jtand to the Covenant that 1
madey though I bave offended thee ! Lam. Sinfuly but T
am thine, and would not forfake thee! and change my
Eord and Mafter for aworld : O. know thine own, and
own my Soul that hath owned thee, though it bath
finned againft thee: Thy fbecp know thy voice,and follows
not a firanger:Now knowthy poor fheep,and leave them
a0t ta the devourers Thy Lambs have beer prqferzz;d‘
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by thee among Wolves in the world Preferve me
now from the enemy of fouls. I am thine, O faye
me, (Pllm 119.94.) and lofe wot that which i

thine own.

2. Confider that thou art his upon fo dear a pure
chace, as that he is the more engaged to receive thee,
Hath he bought thee by t*.¢ price of his moft pre-
cious blood, and will he caft thee off: Hath he come
down on earthto feek and Jave thee, and will he
now forfake thee 2 Hath he lived in flefh a life of
poverty, and fuffered reproach, and feorn, and
buffetings, and been nailed to the Crofs, and put
to cry out, [My God, My God, why haft theu forfaken
me !} And will he now forger his love, and fuffer-
ings, and bimfelf forfake thee after this? Did he him-
felt on the Crofs, commend bis Jpirit into his Father's
hands, and will he not receive thy Jpirit when thou
at death commendeft it to him > He hath known
himfelf what it is to have a bumane Joul feparated
from the body, and the body buried in g grave, and
there lamented by furviving friends: And why
did he this, butthat he miglit be fit to receive and
relieve thee in the like condition » O who would
not he encouraged to encounter death, and lie
down in a grave,that believeth that Chrift did [o e

Jere bim, and confidereth why he went that ‘way,
and whata Congues? he hath made,

I know an Argument from the Dearh of Chrift,
will not prove his love to the fouls of the ungodly,
foastoinfer that he wil receive them : byt it will
prove his Reception of Beliewers Jouls: [ Ee that
fpared wot his own Son, bur &ave him up for us ali,

bow

¢ with him alfo freely give us 9l
1:":’;:1 /sbfﬂ]r ;J{;:.OS. 32. is an infallible argument as
t:) éelz‘e’uers, but not as to thofe that do reje&t

him.

therefore to him, [ O my Lord! Can it be
tbaiazbm couldft come down in ﬂcﬂ?,.ana’l ée;h«f;a’,
and [pit upon, and flandred, and _cructﬁer/ 1-¢ atd thos
couldt bleed, and die, and be buried for me, and now
be unwilling to receive me! that thou fhoulds % Jo
dear for fouls, and now refule to entertain the ! a‘;
thou fbouldft die to fave them from the de'z;zl, ;mjf
now wilt leave them to bis cruc/ty:- that t ouhm
conquered bim, and yet wilt ﬁlﬁ%r him at laft to have
the prey ! Towhomcon a departing Jeul fly {:ﬁr :{'eﬁlge
and for entertainment, if not to thee that IZ 'ﬁ )}4;:
foulsyand fuffered)t thine to be feparated from the fle b
that we might have all affurance of thy compa_}ﬂﬁonc un
ours!] ¢ Thou didft epenly declare upon 'jj ro]}‘;
< that the reafon of thy dying was to Receive ep[qrt:
‘ ﬁm, when thou didft thm: encourage t}{ej g;u ﬂ‘;f 1‘:
© penitent Malefattor, by te/{m bim, i;Thls y fha -
« thou be with meinParadife.] O give rhe fan;e Ij”t
¢ couragement or entertainment to this finful gou th ;:
< fiyeth unto thee, and trufleth in thy death and merits,
‘ a);ln{ is coming to receive thy doom.]

ift is f Love, and

. Confider that Fefus Chrift is full of Love, g
tenBJer c(::fpaﬁon to fouls : What his tears méer éi.
zarus compelled the Jews tofay, fobn11.36. [ ‘
bold how ke Joved bim!] the fame his ncarnation,

. fy,
life and death thould much glore {tir us up towig;l
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with greater admiration, [ Behold how he loved
us!] The foregoing words, though the fhorteft
verfein all the Bible, [verf 35. Fefus wept,] are
long enough to prove his love to Lazarus ; and
the Holy Ghoft would not have the rears of Chrip
to be unknown to us, that his Jove may be the bet-
ter known.  But we have a far larger demonftra.
tion of his love: He loved us, and gave bimfelf for
u5, Gal. 2.20. And by what gift could hebetter te.
ttifie his love:&e loved us, and wafbed us in bis blood,
Rev.1.5. He loveth us as the Father loveth bim,]oh;;
15.9. And may we not comfortably go to him
that loverh us 2 will Love refufe us when we fl

unto him? ¥

Say then to Chrift [0 thou that baft loved m
Joul, Receive it I commend it not unto an enem J
Can that Love rejeit me and caft me into hell, that /;
oft embraced me on earth, and bath declared ;s Jelf by

Juch ample teftimonies 2

O had we but more Zpve #o Chrift, we fh
y ould
more f?nﬁble of his love tous, and then we ﬂloull)§
truft hlm, and /ove would make us haften to him
and with confidence caft our felves upon him.

4. Confider that it is the Offce of Chri
z
Jouls, and to receive them, and )l o fave

boldly recommend them to hi

ther fent him to be the Sa'vz'ou(:' i}i?: If:t:lt/ Til 301;?1‘:1.

4{. 14. And heis effedtively the Saviour ;f his do-

4y, Eph.5.23. And may we not truft him in his
undertaken

therefore we may - |
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undertaken office, that would truft a Phyfician or
any other in his office, if we judgehim faithful »
Yea, he is engaged by Coverant to Receive us :
When we gave up our felves to him, he alfo be-
came ours ; and we did it on this condition, #haz
he fhould receive and fave us: And it was the con-
dition of his own undertaking : He drew the Cove-
nant himfelf, and tendred it firft to us, and affu-
med his own Conditions, ashe impofed ours.

Say then to him, [ My Lord, I expelt but the
performance of thy Cuvenants, and the difcharge of
thine undertaken Ofsce : As thou haft canfed me to
believe inthee, and i. se and ferve thee, and perform
the conditions which . on laidft on me, though with
many finful failings which thou haft pardoned : fo now
let my foul that hath trufted on thee, have the full ex-
perience of thy fidelity, and take me to thy felf accor-
ding to thy Covenant. O now remember the word
unto thy fervant, upon which thou haft caufed him to
hope ! (Pfalm 119.49.) FHow many precions pro-

_mifes haft thou left us, that we fball notbe forfaken

by thee, dur that we fball be with thee where thou
art, that we may behold thy glory ! For this caufe
art thou the Mediator of the New Covenant, that
by means of death for the redemption of the tranf-
greflions that were under the firft Teftament,
they which are called might receive the promife
of eternal Inheritance: ( Heb. 9. 15.) According to
thy Covenant, Godlinefs hath the prqrmfe of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come,

17im. 4.8. and when we have done thy will (woz-
o G 2 withftanding
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with greater admiration, [ Behold how he loved

us!] The foregoing words, though the fhorteft
verfein all the Bible, [verf. 35. Jefus wept,] are
long enough to prove his lové to Lazarus . and
the Holy Ghoft would not have the rears of Chrift
to be anknown to us, that his Jove may be the bet-
ter known. But we have a far larger demonftra.
tion of his love: Ze loved us, and gave /.wimﬁy‘fa,-
us5, Gal. 2.20. And by what gitt could hebetter te.
flifie his love: e loved us, and wafbed us in bis blood,
Rev.v.5. He loveth us as the Father loveth bim,]oh,;
15.9. And may we not comfortably go to hjm
that loveth us 2 will Love refufe us when we f]

unto him: ¥

Say then to Chrift [0 thou thar baft loved my
Joul, Receive it! I commend it nor unto an ememy .
Can that Love rejelt me and caftme into hell, thas Jfo

oft embraced me on earth, and hath declared i (24
Jich ample teftimonies 2 ] Z ﬁf&'y

O had we but more Zve #o Chrift, we fhould be
more fenfible of bis love 20 #s, and then we fhould
truft him, and /rve would make us haften to him
and with confidence caft our felyes upon him,

4. Confider that i is the Offce o ;
Jouls, and to receive them, anc'iﬁthe{e?()}i:ﬂwl:ﬁ: .
boldly recommend them to his hands. ‘The £;-
ther fent him to be the Saviour of the world, 1 John
4. 14 And heis effetively the Saviour of his bo-
dy, Eph.5.23. And may we not truft him in his
undertaken
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undertaken office, that would truft a Phyfician or
any other in his office, if we judgehim’ faichful »
Yea, heis engaged by Covenant to Receive s »
When we gave up our felvesto him, he alfo be-
cameours; and we did it on this condition, #bqs
be fhould receive and fave us: And it was the con-
dition of his own andertaking : He drew the Cove-
nant himfelf, and tendred it firft to us, and affu-
med his own Conditions, ashe impofed ours.

Say then to him, [ My Lord, I expedt bur the
performance of thy Cuvenants, and the t/{'/i'/;arge of
thine undertaken Ofice : As thou haft caufed me to
believe inthee, and i e and ferve thee, and perform
the conditions which . ou laidft on me, though with
many finful failings which thou haft pardoned : fo now
ler my foul that bath trufted on thee, have the full ex-
perience of thy fidelity, and take me to thy felf accor-
ding tothy Covenant. O wow remember the word
unto thy fervant, upon which thou haft caufed him to
hope ! (Pfalm x19.49.) How many precious pro-

. mifes haft thou left us, that we fhallnotbe forfaken

by thee, bur that we fball be with thee where thou
art, that we may behold thy glory ! For this caufe
art thou the Mediator of the New Covenant, that
by means of death for the redemption of the tranf-
greifions that were under the firft Teftament,
they which are called might receive the promife
of eternal Inheritance: ( Heb. 9.15.) According to
thy Covenant, Godlinefs hath the promife of the
life that now is, and of that which is to come,
17im. 4.8. and when we have done thy will (noz-

- G2 withftanding
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withfianding our lamentable imperfeltions ) we are 1o
receive the promife, Zeb, 10.36. O now receive me
into the Kingdom which thow haft promifed to them
that love thee, Fames 1.12. .

5. Conlfider how able Chrift is to anfiver thine ex
peclations - All power is given him in Fleaven and
Earth, Matth. 28. 19. and A4 things are given by
the Father into his bands, John 13. 3. All Fudgment
is committed to himy John s.22. It is fully in his
power to receive and fave thee: And Satan cannot
touch thee but by hisconfent : [ Fear nor then, 4e
is the Firft and Laft, that liveth, and was dead, and
behold e liveth for evermore, Amen s and huth the
Keys of Hell and Death.] Rev.1.17, 18.

Say then, If thou wilt Lord, thou cantt fove this
departing foul ! O fay but the word, and I Shall live :
Lay but thy reluke upon the deftbroyer, and be Shall be
refirained : When my Lord and deareft Savionr bath
the Keys, how can I e kept out of thy K. ingdom ? or
caft into the burning lake > Were it amatter of Diff-.
culty unto thee, my foul might fear loft Heaven would
not be opened to it : But thy "Love hath overcome
the hindrances : and it is as €afie to receive me a5 zo
Love me.]

6. Confider bow perfeltly thy Saviour is acquain-
ved with the Place that thou art going to, and the com-
pany and employment which thou muft there bave
and therefore as there is nothiog Zrange to bim, fo.
the ignorance and frangenefs in thy felf thould:
therefore

3
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therefore make thee fly 20 bim, and truft him, and
recommend thy foul to him, and fay, [ Lord, ir
would be terrible to my departing fouly to go into a
world that I wever faw, and into a place fo Srange,
and wnto company fo far above me 5 but that I know
there is nothing Ttrange to thee, and thou knowef? i
formey and I may better truft thy knowledy than mine

own > when I was a child, I kxew not my own inberi- -

tance, wor what was necelfary to the daily proviftons
Sor my life s but my parents knew iz, that cared for
me: The eyes muft fee for all the body, and not
every member fee for it felf; O caunfe me as quietly
an 5eliew'rzg§' to commit my Soul to thee, to be
polfelfed of the Glory which thoufeeft and poffoffeft, as
if I had feen and poffeffed it my felf: ad let thy
knowledg Ze my truft. ]

7. Conlfider, That Chrift hath provided a glori:
ous receptacle for faithful Souls; and it cannot be
imagined that he will /ofe bis preparations, or Le

fruftrate of hisend. All that he did and fuffered .

on earth, was for this end. He therefore Lecame
the Captain of our falvation, and was rride perfoct
through [ufferings, that be might bring many fons to
glory ,Heb. 2. 10. He hath taken pofleffion:irr our
Nature, and is himfelf interceding for us in the
Heavens, Heb.7. 25.  And for whom doth he pro-
vide this Heavenly Building not made with -hands,.
but for Belzevers > 1f thercfore any inordinate
fear furprize thee, remember what he hath faid,
Fobn 14.3,2, 3. [ Ler not your hearts be troubled ;
Jye believe in God, believe alfo in me : In my. Fathers

hoafi
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houfe are many manfions ; if it were not S0, T would

have told you: I go to prepare a place for you: And

if L goand prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you unto my felf, that where I am, there

yemay be alfo.

Say therefore, [ Lord, when thou badf? made this
lower narrow world, thou wouldft not leave it uninpa.
bited : For Man thon madefl it, and Man thoy pla-
cedff init,  And when thou haft prepared that more
capacious glorious World, for thy redeemed flock,
2t cannot be that thou wilt fbut them our. O there-
fore receive my fearful Soul, and belp me to obey thine
own command, Luke 12, 32, Fear not, little flock,
for it is your Fathers good pleafure to give you
the kingdom.] O let me hear that Jjoyful Senrence,
Matth.25. 34. Come ye blefled of my Father, in-
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.]

8. Confider, 7hat Chrift hath received thy Soul
unto Grace, and therefore be will receive i #nto
Glory. He hath quickned us who were dead in
trefpafies and fins, wherein in time paft we wal-
ked, &c.  Bur God, who is rich in mercy, for his
great love wherewith he lpved us, even when we were
a’c’ar_/ in fins and trefpaffes, quickned us rogether with
Chrift, and raifed us up together, and made us fiz to-
gether in keavenly places iw Chrif} Fefusy Ephef: 2. I,
53,4, 5,6. The State of Grace is the éng:/om of
heaven, as well as the State of Glory, Matth. 3. 2.
& 10, 7. & 13- 11, 24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47. By

Grace
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Grace thou hatt the heavenly birth and nature - We
are firft born to trouble and forow in the World
but we are new born to everlafting joy and pleafure.
Grace maketh us Heirs, and giveth us 7itle; and
therefore at dearh we fhall have poffeffion. Zke
Fatber of our Lord Fefus Chriff, according to his
abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the refurrection of Fefus Chrift from the dead,
20 an inkeritance incorruptible and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, referved in Heaven for as,
I Peter 1. 3, 4. The great work was done’in the
day of thy Renovation: Then thou waft entred
into the houfbold of God and madea fellow Citizen
with the Sants, and receivedt the Spirit of adoption,
Eph. 2. 19. Gal. 4. 6. He gave thee lifz ezernal when
he gave the knowledge of himfelf and of his Som,

John 17.3. And will he now take from thee the -

Kingdom which he hath given thee? Thou waft
once his Enemy, and he hath Received thee alrea-
dy into his favour, and reconciled thee to himfelf :
and will he not then receive thee to his Glory 2
Rom. 5.8, 9,10, 11. God commendeth bis Love to-
wards us, in that while we yere yet fianers,Chrift dyed
for us: Much more then being now jufbified by bis blood,
we [ball be faved from wrath through him.For if when
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Sons; much more being reconciled wé fbalt
be faved by bis life - And not only fo, bur we allo joy
in God , through our Lord Fefus Chrift, by whom
we bave now received the artonement. ] And when
we have peace with God, being juftifiied by faith,

(Rom. 5. 1.) why fhould we doubt whether h‘cl
wiiL




will reccive us? The great impediments and caufe
of fear are now removed': Unpardoned fin is taken
away: Our debt is difcharged. We have a fuf-
ficient Anfwer againt all that can be alledged to
the prejudice of our Souls; yea, it is Chrift him-
felf that anfwereth for us, ¢ is be thar jufbifieth,Who
then fball condemn us > Will he not juftifie thofe
at laft, whom he hath here juftified? Or will he
jufbifie us, and yet not receive us 2 ‘That were both
to juftifie and condems us.

Depart then in peace, O fearful Soul: Thou
falleft into his hands that hath juftified thee by
his Bload ; will he deny thee the Inheritance of
which he himfelf hath made thee Heir ? yea, a
Joynt-heir with himfelf, Ron.8. 17. Will he de.
prive thee of thy Birth-right, who himfelf begot
thee of the incorruptible Sced 2 If he would not
have received thee to Glory, he would not have
drawn thee to himfelf, and have blotted out thine
Iniquities, and received thee by reconciling Grace.
Many a time he hath reccived the fecret Petitions,
Complaints, and Groans which thou haft poured
out before him, and hath given thee aceefs with
boldnefs to his Throne ot Grace, when thou
couldt not have accefs to Man; and he hath ta-
ken thee up, when Man hath caft thee off. Surely
he that received thee fo readily in thy diftrefs,
will not now at laft repent him of his love.
As Hianoah’s Wife faid, Fudges 1 3-23. If the Lord
were pleafed to kill us, be would not bave recein
ved a burnt-offering and a meat-offering at owr
hands,
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bands , ucither would ke have fhewed us all thefé
things.] He hath received thee mto his Church,
and entertained thee with the delights and fat-
ncfs of hisHoufe (Pfalm,36.8.) and bid thee wel-
come to his Table, and feafted thee, with his Body
and his Blood, and communicated i thefe his quicks
nirg Spirit : Aud will he then difown thee.and refufe
thee, when thou draweft nearer him, and art caft
upon Lim for thy final doom? After fo many re-
ceptions in the way of Grace, doft thou yetdoubt
of his Receiving thee?

9, Confider, How ncarly thou art relatedto bim in
tlis ftate of Grace : Thou art his Clild 5 and hath
he not the bowels of a Father? when thou didft
ask_bread, he was not ufed to give thee a Jhone
and will he give thee Hell, when,thou askeft but
the entertainment in- Heaver, which he hath pro-
mifed thee ¢ Thou art his friced, Jokn 15.14. 15,
and will he not receive his fricnds ¢ Thou art hig
Spoufé, betrothed to him the very day when thou
confented(t to his Covenant 3 and where then
fhouldft thou live but with bim? Thou art a wem-
ber of kis body, of bis fiefb and bone,Eph.5.30.and
10 wan ever yet hated his own flefb, but nonrifheth
and cherifbeth it, even as-the Lord ihe Church, ver. 39.

- As he came down in flefh to be a Suitor to thee, fo

he caufed thee to let go all for him s and will he
now forfake thee ? Sufpet it nots but quietly re-
fign thy foul into his hands, and fay, o ,
_ [ Lord take this Soul, that pleads Relation to thee :
At 15 vbe voice of thy Clild that oryeth to thee : The
uame of & Father, u‘bicht_bmt_lvgi affinred towards,

»1e
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wie, is my encoragement s Whew vhow didft call s o
ch; efi .‘x‘}zxwld wnito dhec, thon J/&idﬁ, { T will receive
you, and I will be a Father to you, and ye (hall
be my Sons and Daaghters, 2 Cer. 6. 17, 18, O ovr
Failer which avt in Heaven, fhut vot out 1hy Cbz‘(drf:::;
tke Children of thy love and promsfc : The comspaffion
rhat thou haft put imto Man, ingageth bize to relzcw.a
Neighbour, jea an Enemy 3 sucli more to entertain
a Child » Our Children axd onr Friends dare triift
themsfelves upon our kindnefs ard bdelity 5 and fear
vt ikat e will reject then in thar diftrefs, or” des
Stroy them, though they do fomctime (‘)ﬁcml #s 2 Our
kindnefs s cruclty in comparifor of thine .'.Our Love
sleforecth wot the nameof Love, in comparifin of thy

w0ft precioys Love: Thine isthe love of God, who

is Love itfelf, (1 Joh. 4. 8,16.) and whois the God

of Love? (2 Cor. 1.13, 11.) and is anfiverable to

thine Omnipotency, Omnifcience, and otbf:r Attri-

buses2 But ours is the love of f?il and finite _fenfil

men s As we may pray 1o thee to Forgive us our tre-

fpafles, for we{ﬂléo forgive thofe that have trefpal

fed againft us : So wemay pray 10 thee to receive us,

thongh we have offinded thee 5 for cven we recerze

shofé that have offended us : Hath thy Love untothine

own its breadth and length, and height, and depth;

awd is it fich as pafleth knowledge (Ephel 3.17,

18,19. ) and yet canft thou eaclyde thine own, and

Shut them out that cry wmto theed Can that love which
wafled me, and took vee home, when I lay wallowing

in my Lhvod, reject me, when it hath o far recovered

#e € -Can thas Love now thruft me out of Heaven, that

latcly fetckid e from the gates of Hell,” andt placed me

anong

amerg thy Saints?  Whom thon lovett, thou loveft
totheend, Jobn13 1. Thou art not as man that
thou thouldit repent,( Nis. 2 3-19.) with theeis no
variablenes or thadow of turning : (" Jemr. 117, )
If yelterday thou 1o frecly loved(t me, a5 to adopt
me_for thy child, thon wili ot to day refife me and
caft me into Holl,  Receive I.opd * efws a member of
thy bodyy: A weak one indecd; but yer a menber, and
weedeth the wiore thy tenderne(s and compaffion, who baft
taught us wot to caft out our Trifants, becanfé they are
{mall exd weak :~ We bave Jorfaken all to cleave wn-
00 thee, thatwe might with rhee be one Heth and fpirir,
Ephef. 5. 31. 1 Cor. 6. 17. O cut ot off and caft
vt out thy membcys that are engrafted into thee ! Thon
baft dwelt i me bere by faiths " and fhall T not now
dwell with thee 2 (- Ephef 3. 17. ) Thex baf? pragec
to the Father, that we may be -one inthee, and
may be with thee to beliold ‘thy“Glory, ( John
17..20, 21, 22, 33, ny; Y- And- ‘wilt thon deny 1o
reccee e to that glory, who pray bt ,for what thou
haft praged tothy Farler > Diarh maketh 10 feparation
besween thee and thy members:Is diffolveth not the union
of {ouls with thee,hoingh it feparate tEent fYom the e
And fhalla part of thy JeIf be rejeited apd condemut .f
- X0. Confider, ThatCEr{'ﬂ Edtb'jéalad thée sip uito

Salvation, andgiven thee the carnef? of bis Spirit 3 and

thercfore will certainly receive thee, aCor. REREYA
ands. 5. Eph. 1.13,14. and 4. 30. Say ‘thérefoig
tobim, | Behold Lord, thy mark 1h by, feal, 1k edrnefd :
Flefh and blovd did not iltuaninare > and riew wii';
Thy fpirit which thow haft given me, i 72y witsiefs that
L H 2 I




Tamthine, Rom. 8. 16. Ardwilt thou difownand re-
Jufe the foul that theu baft fealed ? 7]

11. Coniider, That bethat bath giventhee 2 Hea-
venly mind, will certainly Reccive thee into heaven.:
If thy trealure were net there, thy heart would
never have.been there, Mat. 6. 21. Thy weak
defires do {hew what he intends thee hefor, kind-
led not thofc dcfires in vain. Thy dove to
him ( though too fmall) is a certain proof that
he intends not to rej& thee: It.cannot be that God
can damn, or Chrift refufe a Soul that doth fin-

cerely Love him: He that Loveth, dwelleth in

God, and God in him, 1 Jel» 4. 15, 36,
And fhall he not then dwcll with God for
cver? God ficteth the nature of every creature to
its #/¢, and agreeably to the element in which
they dwell : And therefore when he gave thee
the heavenly nature ; (though but in weak hegin-
nings ) it {hewed his will to make thee an in-
habitant of heaven.

Say thercforeto himy [ O Lord, 1had never Io-
ved thee if thou hadft not begun ard loved me Jrft:
1 had not not mirded thee, or defived afier thee, if
thou badft not kindled thefe difires > It canmat be that
thy Grace it felf fhould be 2 deceit and mifery, and in-
dcnded but 1o Tantalizenss and that thou l»{zﬂ Jer thy
Secrvants Souls on longing for that which thou wilt
never give them. Thou wouldft wot have gruen e
the wedding garment, when thow didft invite me , if
1hou badft meant 10 keep me out : Even the grain of
wsmftard-feed which thou fowedft in my keart, mas. a

kind
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kind of Prowife of the Happinefs to which it tencleth:
indeed I kave loved. thee fo little , that 1 wm afbans-
cdof my jclf, ard confefs my cold indiffcrescy dejere es
thy wrath ‘B/ut tkai Ilove thee and defive thee i
1hy gift, whick figrifiesh the Ligker [atisfing gift.
Thench 1 am rolfa' az'j;i drll, mycyes ar£ w;zar;lgs f%{ci,
1t is ikbee that 1 mean when / can-but groan : It s
lorzg fimed 1kaze bid this world awayy It fhall sot Le
wty kome or portion 1 Q) perfect what thou Laft begua
T s #s nct the time or place of my perfedion - And though
my ife Le now bid with theein God, when then ap-
pcar;/i, let me appear with thccin glory, Col. 3.4. and
in tke mean timse let 1his foul cujoy its part,that appearcth
before thee: Give me what 1hou buff caifed ne to Loce,
and 1ken Ifhall more perfeiily love thee, when my thirft

 # fatisfed, and the water which thou haft given me

hall fpring up to everlaflinglife, Joh. 4.14.
g 1 Q{Pr(‘.onﬁder alfo,'g'm /;{Ib;]zt hath engaged thee to
Jeek firft bis Kingdom, is engaged to give it thensthat
do fircerely feek it. He called theeoff the purfuit of
vanity, when thou waft following the pleafyres and
profits of the world s and he called thee to labour
for the food that perifteth not, but endureth to
everlafting life, Jobn 6. 27. Since then it hath been
thy care and bufinefs, { notwith{tanding all thine
imperfeions ) to feek and ferve him, topleafe and
honour him, and {o to run that thou mighteft ob-

. tam. -

Say then, [ Thenghmy -fins deferve thy wraltb, and
mf}.viZg that 1 Iga'oe done dg/c{ce thy fuvouy, yet Godline/s
bath 1ky Promife of bt Lifeto comes andihon haft
Jaid, t{ut he that feeks ;]ZM” find, Matth. 7.7.86.0
. 3.

now
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sow et me ird ke Kingdon that I bave fonght, avd’

Sougkt by thy encouragement and Felp : It cannot be
that uny fhonld have canfe o repent of firving thee, or
Jufjir diiappointment that trisfls upos thee : My /a;;om'
Jor ste World was loft and vaim 5 but thon didft ex-
gge e to be ftedfalt and abound 1 thy work, o
1his ucceunt that wy labour thould not'be in vaig
1 Cor. 15.58. Now give the full and final an ey
urio all wmy Prayers : Now that 1 bave done the Jight
ard fiifbed neyconrfe, let me find the Cromws of r;'gbt:
coufrefs which thy mercy hath leid up, 3 Tim. 4. 8.
O Crown thy graces, and witl shy greateft mercies ve-
comtpence and perfec thy preparatory sercies, and le
me be Reccived to thy glovy, who have becw guz’ded
byiky connjel, (Pfalm.y 3.24.)

13. Centider, That Chriff hath already received
wtillions of Souls, and never was unfaithfil unto any
There are pow with him the fpirits of the ju&’
made perfe, that in this life were imperfect as
w‘cll asyou.  Why then thonld you not comfor-
tably tpult him with your Souls? and (ay, [ Lord
1[@1 art tke Cowmmon Salvation and rejirce, of thy
S‘uﬁt{ : Both flrong and weak , ecen all that
are given thee by the Father fhall core to thee 5 wngl
thofc that come thou wilt in 3o wife caft out ; ?T/JOII:
/z;ml.x bave been entertaired by thee, that were Hnwor-
iy an Vhemfelves aswell as 1+ [t i Jow of thy mem-

14
bers that are wow on carth, in corrparifon of thofe -

that are with thee in Heazen : Aduit '

Jeazen we Lord nt,
tbf #ew Jeralalem : Thon wilt bage thy houfe tn”bz
Jilied : O 1ake my Spirit into 1he muber of thofe
Yeffed ones, that (all come Jrows Eaft, Weft” North

and

o e e o e
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and South, and [t down with Abraham, llaac avd
Jacob in the Kingdom , that we may togatker with
cternal joyes, give thanks and praie 1o thee tlat bt
vedecmed wsto Ged byily bloed.

14. Coniider, That ¢t is ike will of the Fatker
Limelf that we  fhould e glovified : He therefore
gave us to bhis Son 5 and gave kis Son for us, to
be our Saviour , that whocver belicveth in Five
Jhonld wct perifh, bt have everiafling life : All cur
Salvation is the product of his Love, Jeb. 3.16,
17. Eph. 2. 4. Feb. 6.37. Job. 16.26,37. 1 fiy
not that 1will pray the Father for you s for the Fa-
ther humfelf loveth you, becaufe ye have loved nz,
&c. ] John 14. Hethat loveth me, {hall be loved of
m1y Father, and 1 will love bim , and will manifeft
wy [felf to him.

Say thercfore with our dying Lord, [ Fatker,
intothy hands 1 commend wiy Spirit : By thy Son
who isthe way, the truth and the life, Icome to thee,
(Joh. 14. 6. ) Fulnefs of joyisin thy prefence, and
everlafling pleafiires at thy right band { Plalm. 16,
11.) Thy love redeemed me , venewed and prefrved
me = O now receive meso the fulnefs of thy Love : This
wasthy will in fending thy Son , that of all that thou
gaveft bim be fhould lofé nothing, but [bould raife it up
at the laft day. O let wotsow this Soul belofé that is
palfingto thee through the ftraits of  death ! [ bad ne-
ver come unto thy Son, if theu hadft not drawn
me 3 aud if I had not heard and learnt of thee,
John 6, 44, 45. [ thank thec O Father, Lerd of
Heavers and Barth , that thou haft vevealed to me

< babe, anideat, the bleffed myfteries of thy IGrzgélzgtﬁ
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(Luk. 10. 21. Alls ¢4 13. ) Owow a5 the vail of
Jieb zinftbe withdrawn, and my foul be parted from
this Ledy, withdraw the vail of thy difpleafure,” and
fhew thy fercant the glory of thy prefence : that ke that
Fath fécnr thee but as in a glafs , may fee thee now
nith open face : and when wyearthly houfé of this Ta-
Leracle #s diffolved et me inbabit thy building not made
wiih hands, cternalin the heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1.

15. Laftly confider, That God kath defigned the
ceerlafting glory of kis wame, and tke pleafing of ks
blefed will, inonr fubvation: And the Son mult tri-
umph in the perfection of his conqueft of Sin and
Satan, and in the perfeting of our Redemption,
Ani doubtlefs he will not loft his Fathers glory
and hisown : Say then with confidence, [ 1 refigx
w1y foul to'thee O Lovd who kaft called and ckofert me,
that thon mightef} make knows the riches of thy glory
on e, as aveffl of mercy preparedunto glory, C Rom.
9.23. ) Thou haft predcftinated nietotke adoptionof
thy child by Chvijt untothy felf, to the praife of the

lory of thy grace y wherein thou haft niade me accepted

inthy beloved,(Eph. 1.5, 6, 11, 12. ) Receive me now
to tic glory which thon haft prepared for us, Mat, 25,
34.) The hour #s at hand, Lord glorific thy poor a lopt-
edchild, that he ma; for cver glorify thee { Joh. x7. L)
it is thy Promif te glorify thofe whons- thew doft jufli-
fi» (Rom. 8. 30. )ds thevere is no condemnation to
themthat arein Chrift, ( Rom. 8. 1.) fo wow let biri
prefent me fanltlefs before the prefeuce of the glory with
exceeding joy , And to thee the cnlywije Gad sur Sa-
wiout, be the glery, Majefty Dominion and Power for
evermore, Amen. : Jude v, 23,24, .

What
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Hat now remaineth, but thar we all fit
w -our felves. to learn this fiveet and necef>
fary task , that we may joyfully perform it in
the haur of our extremity; even to recommend onr
departing Souls to Chrift, with confidence that bewill
receive them | It is a leffon not eafic tobe learnt:
For Faithis weak, and doubts, and fears will eaff-
ly-arife 5 and nature will be loth to think of dy-
ings and we that have fo much offended Chrift,
and lived {0 ftrangely to him, and been entang.
ledin tgo much familiarity with the World, fhall
beapt to fhrink when we fhould joyfully truft him
with our deparfing Souls. :Q therefore now (et
your fclyes to overcome thefe difficultics intime b
You know weate all ready to depart: It is time
this laft important work were throughly learned,
that ‘our death may be both fafe and comfortable.

-There are divers: other Ufes. of this Do%rine
that I fhould have urged upon you, had there
been time. As, 1.' I Chrift will Receive your
departing Sauls, then fear not death » but long
for this Heavenly entertainrhént. = - - ,
.2:. Then dp not- fit for fear of them that can but
kill the body ,'and &nd the Soyl to Chrift;
;3. Fhen think net the righteous nhappy, bex
caufe they are caflt off by the worlds neither bie
too much troubled at it your {clves, when itcomes
tobe your cae s put rememberthat Chrift will not
forfke you, and th‘ait fione can hinder: him ﬁ‘olr;ﬁ?
GRS . - the
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the Receiving of your Souls : No malice nor
flanders can follow you fo far as by defamation to
make your juftifyer condemn you. '
4. If you may truft him with your Souls, w
truft him with your friends ; -your Children-thae
you muft leave behind , with alt. your- eoncerpe
mentsand affairs 3 and 1ruft him with his Gofpel*
and his Church; for they areall hig own , and he:
will prevail to the accomplifhment of his - bleffed
pleafure. = v
But, 5. T (hall only add that Ufe which the
fad occafion of our mecting doth befpeak. Whae
caufe have wenow to mix our forrows for our de-
ceafed friend, with the joyes of faith for her filiej::
ty ! We have left the bodyto the earth, and that
is our lawful forrow s for it is the fruit of fin: But
her fpirit is Reccived by Jefus Chrift: and thay
muft be our joy, if we will behave our felves
as true Believers. If we can fuffer with her
{hould we not rejoyce alfo with het? Andif the
joy be far greater tothe Soul with Chrift, than the
ruined ftate of the body can be lamentable; it is
but reafon that our joy fhould be greater for hep
joy than our forrow for the dj olution of the
fleh. We that fhould not much lament the paf-
fage of  friend beyond- the Seas, if it were ¢o 'be
advancedto a Kingdom, fhould lefs lament the paf-
fage of a Soulto Chrift, if it were not forthe rem-
mant of our woful unbelief, ‘
She isarrived at the everlafting Reft, where the
burden of corruption, the contradictions of the
fiefh, the moleftations of the Temptez, the tron«

bleg

fire i realdon you fheuld be- glad that. they ate
)
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bles -of the.world, ‘and the injdtied’ of malicions

‘men ,are alt kept out, and fhall ficvet more di-

fturb her peace. - Shehath leftus in thefe ftorms,
who have more ¢aufe to Wweep forour filves and
for our Children that have yet o much to doand
fuffer , and fo many dangers to paf throy h,
than for the Souls that are ac Reft with Chrift.

‘Weare capableof no higher hopes than to attain
that {tateof bleffednefs which her Soul pofiefieth :

And fhall we make that the matter of our lamen-
tation as to her ,- which we make the matter
of our hopes as to our felves 3 Do we labour
carneftly to come thither , and yet lament that
fheis there? You will fay, Tt is not becaufe fhe js
cloathed wpon with the houfe from Heaven, but
that fhe is wncloathed of the ficfh : But is
there any other paffage than Death unto
immortalizy > Muft we not be uncloathed , kefore
the garments of Glory can be put on > §he
temoaneth not her own diffolved Body : The
glorified Soul can eafily bear the corruption of the
fleth: And if you faw but what the Soul enjayeth,
you would be like mirnided, and be moderate
your griefs. - Eove not your felves o as to beun-
juttand unmerciful in your defires to your friends!
Let Satan defire' to keep themout of Heaven, bat
donotyou defire it. Yo may defite your own
good;but no o asto deprive your friends oftheirs
yeaofa greater good, that you may have a leffer
byit. -And if it be their company thatyou de-

gone
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theSun : Or if indeed it be not day with any of
you, or the Sun be clouded or ecclipfed, let that
rather be the matter of yourgricfs Find out the
caufe, and pro{indy fubmit, and feek reconciliati-
on: Orif you are deprived of this Light, becaufe

gone todwell where you muft dwell for ever, and
therefore may for ever have their company:Had th

ftayed onearth, youwould have had their com-
pany but a little while, becauft you muft make fo
fhort a ftuy your felves, Let them therefore be-

gin their journy -before you, and grudge not that you are yet aflecp in fin, hearkento hiscall, and
they arc firlt athome, as long asyou expe& to ; rub your eyes, Epb. 5. t4. Awake thoutbat fecp-
find ttbcm there.  Inthe mean time, hethar called - eft, and arife from ihe dead, and Chrift fball grve thee
them fromyou, hathnot left you comfortlefs: He ligbt. Rom. 13.11, 12,13, 14 Kwnowing that it
iswith you himfelf, whois better than a Mother, is now Figh time to awake ont of fleep, our (alvation
or than ten thoufand friends : When_gnef or neg- beingnearer than when we firft belicved: the night 7
ligence hindereth you from obferving him, yet far fpent, the day of cternallight s even at band : cuff
heis with you, .and holdeth youup, and tenderl off therefore the works of darkncfs, and put on all the
provideth for you : Though turbulent paffions armonr of light : walk_koncftly and decently as in the
injurioufly queftion all his Love, and caufe you day. -And whatever you do, make fure of the
to give him unmannerly and unthankful words; § friend that never dyeth, and never (hall be fepa-
yet {till he beareth with you, and forgiveth all, § rated from you, and when you die, will certainly
and doth not forfakeyou for your peevifhness. and Receive the  fouls which you commend unte
weaknefs,, becaufe you are his Children, and he him. '
knoweth that_youmean not to forfake him : Re- And here, though contrary to my cuftom, I
buke your paflions,and calm your minds ; Reclaim {hall make fome more particular mention of our de-
your _thoughts, and caft away the bitternefs of ceafed friend, on feveral accounts, 1. In profecu-
fufpicious quarrclfome unbelief 5 and then you : tion of this Ufe that now we are upon, that you
may perccive the prefence of your deareft friend may fee in the evidencesof her happinefs, how lit-
and Lord, who is enough for you, though you § tle caufe you have to indulge extraordinary grief
had no other friend. Without him all the friends .on her account, and how much caufe to moderate
on carth would be but filly cemforters, -and leave ' your fenfc of our lofs with the fenfe of her felicity.
you as at the gates'of Hell: Without him all the : 2. That you may have the benefit of her example
Angcls and Saints in Heaven would never make ' for your imitation, efpecially her Children thatare
1t a Heaven to you. Grieve not too much that bound to obferve the holy adions as well as infiru-

one of your Candlesis put out, while yeu have
' the

&ions.of a Mother. 3. For the honour of Chrift,
and his Grace, and his Servant: For as.God bath
| pro-
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promifed to honour thofe that honour him,r1-8asr
2. 3. and Chrift hath faid, Ifany max ferve me, kim
will my Father Fovour, Jetn 12. 26. Solknow
Chrift will ot take it ill to be honoured in his
members, and o have his Minifters fubferve him in
fo excellent awork : It isa very confliderable page
of the love or hatred » honour or dithonour thae
Chrift hath in the world, which he recciveth as
he appeareth in his followers, He that will not
fee acup of cold water givento one of them go un-
rewarded,and will tell thofe at the laft day that did
ordid not vifit and relicve them, that they did or
diditnot to him, will now expett it from me as my
duty, 1o give himthe honour of his Graces i1 his
deceafed fervant, and T doubt not wil] accordingly
aceept i, whenitis no other indeed than his own
honour thatis my End, and nothing but the words
of Truthand Sobernefs thall be the meats.

And here T fhall make fy great a tranfition as
fhall retain my difcour in the narrow compafs of
the Time in which fhe lived near me and under my
care, and in my familiar azquaintance, omittin
all the reft of her life, that none may fay I fpeak
but by bear-fay of things which Fam uncertain of
and I will confine it alfp o tho(c fpccizl gifts and
graces in which fhe was cminent, that I may not
take you up with adefeription ofa Chriftian a5 fuch,
and tcll you only of that good which {he held by

n common with all other Chrifhans,  An: it any
thing that I (hall fay were uuknown to any Rcader v
that knew her,let them know th

knew Ler bue diftantly

at it is becaufe they
mperfetly, or by re-
ports 3
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orts3 and that m advantage of near acquain-
{:’::lr:cs: ZIid givemea jz'xft afurance of whatI ay. ‘
The Graces. which I difcerned _to be eminent in

her, werethefe. 1. She was eminent in her con-
tcm’pt of the Pride, and PQmP, and Plcaﬁlre,_ and
Vanity of the World, and in” her great aver(enefs
to all thefe. Shehad an honeft impatiency of the
life which is commonamong therich and vain-glo-
rious in the world : Voluptuoufnes and Senfuality,
Excefs of Drinking, Caids and Dice, {he could not
endure, what ever names of good houf&-kcepmg:
or feemly deportment they borrowed for a nmsk:
In her Apparel fhe went below the garb of others
of her rank s indeed infuch plainncfs as did no(; 1210-
tifie her degree : but yet in fuch a grave an : ¢
cent habit, as notified her Sobriety and\huml ity :
She was a Stranger to Paftimes, and no (,om}rmmon
for Time-wafters, asknowing, tbat Perfons fo near
cternity, that have {o fhort a life and fo'grclfa_t'a
work, have no time to fpare. - According y rl(p
her latter dayes, (he did (as thofe that grolxiv)w e
by experience of the vanity of the wor f(f ) re-
'Ye from it, and calt it off before it cafto 1}er.
tSlil; betook her f¢lf to thefociety of a people that
w:re low in the world, of humble, {erious, upr; gl;t
lives,though fuchashad bqe?w.holly f{}’trr::ggeerr;s t{c}: eKI :
' efe poor inferiour ftrac .
3etlldina2;:§§nttl;nt agd quietnefs 3 defiringrathc lrte?
converfe with thofe that would help her to

deem the time, in prayerand edifying conference,

than with thofe that would grieve hgr by confuming

it on theirlufts. - She

R e




64 Thelap VVork
2. She was very prudent inher converfeand af-
fairs (allowing for the paflion of her fex and age );
and {0 eftaped much of the inconveniences that
clfe in {o great and manifold bufinefles would have
overwhelmed her @ Asa good man will guide his
affuirs with difcretion, Plalner12.5. fo difcretion
will preferve him, and underftanding will keep him,
to deliver him from the way of the evilman, who
Yeaveth the paths of wprightnefs to walk i the way
of darknefs, Prewerbs 2. 11,12, 13.

3. She was ferioufly Religious, without partial-
lity, or any taint of fiding or faction, or holding
the faith of our Lord Jefus Chriftin re{pec of per.
{ons: Fnever heard fpeak againft men, or for men,
as they differed infome (imall and tolerable things:
She impartially heard any Minilter that wasable,
and godly, and found in themain, and could bear
with the weakuefles of Minifters when they were
faithful: Inftead of owning the names or opinions
of Prelatical, Presbyterian, Independent, or fuch
like, fhie took up with the name and profefiion of
a Clriftian, and loved a Chriftian as a Chriftian,
without much refpect to {uch different tolerable o-
pintons. Tnftead of troubling her felf with need-
lefs feruples, and making up a Religion of opini-
ons and lingularities, fhe ftudied Faith and Godli-
ucfs, and hved upon the common certain truths,
and well-known duties, which have been the old

and beaten way, by which Ithe univer(al Church of
Chrift hath goneto heaven m former Ages. |
4. She was very impartial in her judgmeny, abgut

particularfeafes: bejng the fame in judging of] f;hc,ca_f%
o}
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of a child and a ftranger : and no intereft of chil-

dren or other relations, could make her fwerve

from anequal judgment:

5. She very much preferred the (piritual welfare
-of her children before their temporal; looking on
the former as the true felicity, and on the later with-
~out it, butasa pleafant voluntary mifcry.
6. Since I was acquainted with her, [ alwayes

found her very ready togood works, according to
her power. And when the hath feen a poor man
-come to me,that {he conjetured folicited me fe r re-
‘lief, fhe hath reprehended me for keeping the cafe
tomy felf, and not inviting her to contribute: And
Tcouldnever defcern thatfhe thought any thing (o
well beftowed, as that which relieved . the neceffi-
ties of the poor that were honeft and induftri-
ous. : T
7. She had the wonderful mercy of a man-like
Chriftian patient fpirit, under allaffliGions that did
befal her, and under the mulitude of troublefome
bufinefles, that would have even diftracted an im-
patient mind. Though fudden anger was the fin
that the much confeft her I, and therefore thought
fhe wanted patience, yet I have oft wondered to fe
her bear up with the fame alacrity and quietnefs,
when Jobs meflengers have brought her the tidings

_ that would have overwhelmed an'impatient foul.

When Law-fuits and the great afflicions of herchil-
dren have affaulted her fikefucceffive Waves, which
Ifeared would haveborn her into the deep, if not
devoured all her pesec s fthe faftained alt] asif no
great. confiderable change had been. mada.agalilnﬁ-
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_her, having the fame God, and the ame Chrifty and

_promifes, and hope, from which {he fetcht fuch
real comfort and fupport, as thewed a real ferious

faith.

.. 8. She wasalwayes aptto puta good interprcta-
.tion upon Gods providences; like a right Believer,
that having the fpiritof Adoption, perceiveth Fa-
thely love o all: She would not eafily be
pcrfiwaded that God meant her any harm: She was
nat apt to hewrkento the enemy that accufcth God
ard his wavesto man, as he accufcth man and his
ations to God : She wasnone of thofe that are fuf-
picious of God,and are ftill concluding death and
ruine from all that he doth to them,and are gather-
ing wrath from mif-interpreted expreflions of his
love: who weep becaufe of the fmoak, before they
can be warmed by the fire. Tet God is good to Ifrael s
aud it fhall go rell with then: that fear Lefore bim, (Pfa.
73. 1. Ecclef.8. 12, 13.) were her conclufions from
the fharpeft providences: She expedted the morn-
ing in the darkcft night: and judged not of the
end by the beginnings; but was alwayes confident, if
fhe could but entitle God in the cafe, that theiffue
would be good. She was not a murmurer againft
God, nor one that contended with her Maker 5 nor
one that crcated calamity to her felf by a felftrous
bling unquict mind : Shie patiently bore what God
laid upon her,and made it not heavier by the addi-
tions of uncomfortable prognofticks, and mif¥iving
or repining thoughts. ~She had a great confidence
in Gody that he was. doing geod to herand hers i
all 5 and where at prefent the faw any matter .of'

grie

grief, fhe ‘much fupported her foul with-a belief
that God would remove and overcome it in due
time. ‘ :

9. She was not troubled ("that everI difcern-
ed ) -with doubtings about her intereft in Chrift,
and about her own {uﬁiﬁcation and Salvation:
but whether fhe reached to aflurance or not, fhe
had confident apprehenfions of the Love of God,
and quietly rcpofed her foul uponhis grace.  Yet
not{ccure through prefamption or felf efteem; but
comforting her felf in the Lord her God : By this
means fhe {pent thofe hours in achearful perfor-
mance of ker duty, which many {pend in g:litlcfs
felt-vexation for the failings of their duty,or in meer
enquiries, Whether- they have Graceor not? and
othersfpend in wrangling-perplexed Controverfies
ubout the manner or circumftances of duty : And
I believe that fhe had more comfort from God by
way of reward upon her fincere obedience, while
fhe referred her foul to him, and refted onhim, than
many have that more anxioufly perplexed them-
{elvesabout the difcerning of their holinefs, when
they fhould be fludying to be more holy, that it
might difcoveritfel. And by this means fhe was

it for praifes and thankfgiving, and {pent not her

life. in lamenrations -and complaines : and made not
Religion feem terribleto the ignorant, that judﬁe
of -it by the faces and carriage of profeffors: She
did not reprefent it to the world, as a morofe

~and melancholy: temper :  but asthe rational crea-

tures cheerful obedience to his maker, aftuated by
thefente of the wondertul Love that is manifefted
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in the Redecmer, and by the hopes of the o
chafed and promifed f'eli,cityyin the blgﬂ?ed ﬁg;)et?rllz
frux’upu of God. And 1 conjeture that her fore
men{xoned difpofitiou to think well of God anri
of his providences, together with. her long and
manifold experience 5 (thegreat advantag: of ap-
ttent tryed Chriftians ) did much conduce to
frec her from doubtings and difquicting fears, 3.
bout herown fincerity and Salvation. And I con.
fefs, if her life had not been anfwerable to her
peace and confidence, I fhould not have thoughe
th¢ bettgr, but the worfe of her condition 1%0-
thing being more lamentable than to make haft
to Hell, througha wilful confidencethat thedap.
ger is paft, and that they are in the way to Hea-
ven astglll as the moft fan&ified.

1o. Laitly, I elteemed it the height of -
tamnment , that the never di{'covereg a:yil:zrzti-
nate fears of death 5 butachearful readinefs wil:
Imgpefs and_ defire, to be diffolved and be’with
Chrift. This was her conftant temper both in
health and {icknefs, asfiras1 was able to obferve:
She would be frequently expretling how litde
reafon fhehad to be defirous of longer life, and
how much reafon to be willing to depart. Divers

times in dangarous ficknefles I have been with

her, and never difcerned a v

nefs , dejeGednefs or fear. n)fwi?:;ﬁge;ﬁc {a;:;i
;hou he how great a mercy 1 thould efteem it if
| had attained that meafure of fearlefs willin r’;eﬁ
to lay down this fleth, asthe had attained, gMa.:
4y aonc that can make light of wants, or threats,

or
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or fcorns, or any ordinary troubles, cannot fib-
mit {o quietly and willingly to death: My a
one that can go through the labours of Rcligion,
and contemn oppofitien, and cafily give all they
have to the poor, and bear imprifonments, basifh-
ment or contempt, cati never overcome the fears
of Death: (o far even the Father of lics fpake
truth, Job. 2. 4. Skin for Shin & yea all that aman
kath will ke give for his Life. T took it there-
fore for a high attainment , and extraordinary
mercy to our deceafed friend , that the King of
Terronrs was not terrible to her ¢ Though I doubt
not but fomewhat of averfnc§ and fear is fo ra-
dicated in natures f)f-preferving priaciple , as
that it is almoft infeparable 5 yet in her I never
difcerned any tronblefeme appearances of it
When I firft came to her in the beginning ofher
Iaft ficknefs, fhe fuddenly pafled the fentenceof
death upon her fIf, withourany fhew of fear.or
trouble; when tousthe difcafc appeared not to
be great: But when the difeaft encrcafed , her
pains were fo little, and the effect of th: Fever
was fo muchin her head, that after this fh> feem-
ed not te efteem it mortal, being not fenfible of
her cafe and danger : And fo as fhe lived with-
out the fears of death, fhe feemed to us tode
without them : God by the nature of her dif-
eafe removing death as out ‘of her fight, when
fhe came to that weaknc, in which clfe the en-
counter waslilee to have been fharper than cver
it was before. And thus in one of the weaker

fx , God hath fhewed us that itis ‘poﬂiblei‘to
ive
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live in holy confidence, and peace, and quiet-

nels of mind, without diftrefing griefs or fears,
cven in the mid{t of a troublefom world , - and
“of vexations bufinetles , and with the affli&ions
of her deareft Relattons almoft continually be-
fore her @ And that our quict or difquiet, our
peace or trouble dependeth more upon our in-
ward fteengzth and temper, then upon our out-
ward ftute, occalious, or provacaiions - And that
it is more in our hands , than of any or all our
triends and  enemies , whether we fhall havea
comfortable, or uncomformable life, :
What remaincth novy, but that all we that fur-
vive , cfpecially you that are her Children, do
tollow her as the followed Chrift 2 Though the
Word of Godbe your {ufficient Rule 5 andthe Ex-
ample of Chrift be your pertect pattern s yet as
the Tnflruciiions , {0 the Exawple of a parent
muft be a weighty motive , to quicken and en-
cage you toyourduty ;3 and willellebeagreatag-
gravation of your {in: A holy Child of unholy
parcnts, doth no more than his necefiary duty 3
becaufe whatever parents are, he hath an holy
God : But an unholy Child of holy parents, is
unexcufablein fio, and deplorably miferable 5 as
forfaking the Dottiine and pattern both of their
Creator and their Progenitors, whom Nature en-
rageth them to obierve @ And it will bean ag-
gravation of their deferved mifery, to hive their
varents witnefs agamft them, that they taught
them, and they would not learn, and went be-
fore them in a holy Life, but they would not fol-
low

- o ¥ fs ,ie‘;. . . 7!l

low them, Prow. 1.8. My Son hear the inflrucii-
on of thy Fatber, and forfake not the law of thy Me-
thers for tkey fhall bean Ornament of Grace smio thy
Fead, and clains about 1hy veck, Read and confider
Prov. 30.17. and 15. 20. and 23. 32,.25- {ins a-
gainlt Parcats have a fpecial curfe aftixed to them
in this life (as the cafe of Cham {heweth): And the
ducobftvrance and honouring of Parents hath a
fpccial Promife of Temporal bleflings, as the &fih
Commandment fheweth, Epkef 6. 1,2,3. Chil-
dren cley gour Parents in the Lovd fir it is vickt:
Hororr thy Failer ard Motker, (which isthe fojk

Commandrnerit with promife Y that it nrayle wellwith

ikce, and thou maycft live long en the carih.’] The
Hiftorics ofall Ages are fo full of the inftances
of Gods judgements in this life upon five forts of
finners, as may do much to convince an Atheift
of the Government and fpecial Providence of God 5
that is upon Perfecutors, Murdercrs, Sarilegicus
Falfe-witneffes ( efpecially by Perjury ) and Alwfers
and Difboronvers of Parcrits.  And the great Ho-
aour that is duc to Parents when they are dead, i
to give jult honour totheir Names, and te obey
their Precepts, and imstate their good examples ¢
Itis the high commendation of the Rechibies,
that they ftrictly kept the 1 recepts of eheir Father,
even in a thing indificrent, 2 mode of living s
not to drink wine, or build -houfes, but dwellin
tents : and God annexcth this notable bleding,
[ Thus faith the Lovd of hefls, the God of Ifracl, lc-
canfe s¢ have obeyed the ccmmandentert of Jonadab
gaur Fatler, aud kept all bis Precepts, aind dorie "':;,“"
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ding to all that ke bath commanded. you, There
Jaiih tke Lord of Hofls, 1ke Ged oj‘" I;I"ae;rqﬁ)rga?g
xﬁe Soiz of ?\cchab Joall zet wwant £o _/iarfd,bqfore :Je
Jerever.} Jor.36.6,7. 18, 1 9. But clpecially in the
grear duties 6f Religion, where Parens do but d
liver the mind of God, and ufe their authorit o
procure obedience to Divine authority 5 a Yere
the matter it ¢ is neccflary to ouy Safvation tl
obligation to ebedience and imitation is moﬁ-i,nd'llS
renfable 5 and difobedience i an ageravated inli~
quity, and the notorious brand of i%kfblicit a d.
Prognqﬁick of enfiing woe: The yp od[y,d I'Il.'
dren of godly Parents being the” moft ¢ eplo};'abl: ,
unhappy, unexcufible rerfons in the World it
they hold on.) N ¢
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i Jritable conclufion of all ¢ allion of a Chriffians

Prayer is the breath of it i
. > bre: a Chriftia 2t
his work and higheft conver bercin;

teft to be the concluding adtion of his lifes thae

1t may reach the end ar which heaimed ; We .l.mye“; '

xl?eg off' Prayer all our lives becauft: ;vc'
;1_ce of God, and need of Wis manifol ]
inued Grace: But in our J4f Extréymiy

and where-

fe, and therefore fir.
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a fpecial need :  Though Qoath s apt to feize up:
onus, while profperity hindreth the fenfe of our
neceffities, and health perfwadeth us that Timeis
ngt near its journies ends yetit is high time to
pray with doubled fervourand importunity, when
we fee that we are near our laft - when we find
that wehave no more time to pray, bue muftnow
fpeak our laft for our immortal Souls, and muft at
once fay all thae we have to fay, and fhall never
have a eamﬁ more; O then to be nmebleto pray,
or to be faithlefs, and beastlefs, and bopekefs in our
prayers, would bea ¢alamity beyond exprefiion.
Yet Iknow (for ordinary obfervation teflsic us)
that many truly gracious perfons may accidentally
be mdyﬁsﬁd and difabled 1o pray, when they are
near to death: 1€ the Difsfe be fuch as doth di-
furb the Brain, or take them up with violence of
pain, or overwhelm the mind by perturbation of
the paffions, or abufé the imagination, or notabg'
wafte and debilitate the {pirits it cannot be expect-
ed that 2 body thus difabled fhould ferve the Soul,
inthis or-any other duty. Bw ftill the proyimy
Habit doth regnain, though 2 diftempered body do
forbid the exercifé ;- The Habinaldefires of the Souf
are there : and'it is thofe that are the {oul of Pray-
er. v / .
. But this fhiould move us, to pray while we have

 dmey andwhile ourBodies have firength, and our’

{pirits havervigeur and akcrity toferve us, léemg'
mmfaunc%:tuam of bodity difpofition: and ca-

pacity, fo.tleareur endg O pray, and pray withr
_' - efare-ner Fever or Deltration:
#.??qrmw“eld cver over-




overthrow your underftandings or your

me.

morics 3 before your thoughts are all command.

ed to attend your pains 5 and bel

cayed {pirits fail you , and deny
fervice to your fuits 5 and before the appre-
henfions of your fpeedy approach to the pres

fence of the moft Holy God

, and

ore your de.
their neceflasy

.your en<

trance upon an endlefs ftate , do amaze, con.
found and averwhelm your Souls with fear and
perturbation. O Chriftians, what folly, what fin
and fhame is it to us, that new while we have
time to frav, and leave to-pray ,
pray, and have no fuch difturbing hindrances,

we {hould
no life and

defires, and your groans,
had attually prayed 3 Pray now

may be acquainted with t

fuch

‘and “helps ito

et wanthearts 5 and have no wind,
eryour for fo great a wark 'O pray.
now, left you are unable to pray then: And if |
you arc then hindred but by

- bodily undit+ -
polednefs , God will under

ftand your habituak

and take it as if you

he God

muft fly unto for mercy , and

ftrangers to him or unto Prayer 3
may not find then that your prayers

». that 6 you
that then you:

and that he
are but. the

cxprefians of your fears, and not of yaur. Love,

and are conftrained and not volunta
unto God : Pray now

dying prayers. O whas

to learn to pray
and to have then no

natural &lflove which,

gallows ! To be then 'wi

)

ry motions;

in Preparation ‘to your ©
nak a terrible thing it §stor
in that hour of exiredmity ;.

priticiple 1o, pray’.by: bue

ho

cvery, Thiekhath gt :the
ut-the-Spirseaf ':pmieiﬁ;
: when

may not. be |

when without it there cannot an acceptable word'
or groan be uttered, and when the rejecion of our
fuits and perfon, will be the prologue to the
final judicial reje@tion, and will be a diftrefs (o
grievous as prefumptuous Souls will not believe,
till fad experience become their Tutor + Can you
imagine that you fhall thep at laft, be taught ‘the
art of acceptable Prager, meerly by horrour, and
the natural fenfcof pain and danger, as Sea-men
ina ftorm, or a Malefattor by the rack , when
in your health and leafure 'you will not be per-
fwaded to the daily ufe of ferious Prayer, but
number your felves with the families that areun-
der the wrath of the Almighty , being fuch ar
call mot on bis wame , Jer. 10. 25. Plalm 73. 6.
Indeed there are many prayers muft go be-

fore, or ‘elfe this Prayer [ Lord Fefis receive my
Jpirit ] will be in vain, when you would be loth
to find it fo.” You" mult firft pray for renew-
ing Sanifying grace, for the death of fin, and
the Pardon of fin, for a holy life and a Hea-
venly mind, for obedience, patjence and -per-
feverance's and if you obtain not thefe, tiere is
1o hope that Jefies Chrift thould receive your Spirits,
_that never received his fan&ifying (pirit. o
. How fad is it to-obferve that thofe that have
moftneed of, Prayer, have lea(t mind to Pray, as
being leaft fenible of their rieeds?Yea,thae thofe that
‘arg the ‘mext ficptothe ﬁite of Devils;aid have as
-muchneed of Prayer asahy mifErable {04l on eartk,
'do ‘yggda‘eridg L1t Jaﬁ“.éhf!te. thofe tha ﬁ:rxmﬁ_
1y and . 'fervendy perform. it ;7 & man
zy : an” &wmﬂy {2 Prayer
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_di;,é‘x&thfby}v fyour. underftandings or’ your me.
morics 5 befo )

re your thoughts are all command.
ed to attend fyour pains sgand before your d(:-
cayed fpirits fail you , and deny their neceflasy
fervice to your fuits 5 and before the appre-
henfions of your fpeedy approach ta the pres
fence of the moft Holy God, and your en.
trance upon an endles ftate , do amaze, con-
found and overwhelm your Souls with fear and
perturbation. O Chriftians, what folly, what fin
and fhame is it to us, that naw while: wé have
time to prav, and leave to-pray ; and helps tq
pray, and have no fuch difturbing hindrances,
we fhould yet wauthearts 5 and have no mind,
no life and feryour for fo great a work ! Q.pray.
now, left you are unable to pray then : And if
you arc then hindred but by fuch bodily ‘undif
pofednes , God will undérftand your  habituak
defires, and your groans, and take it as if you
had adtally prayed 5 Pray now , that fo yow
may be acquainted with the God thay then you:
muft fly unto for mercy ,- and may not be’
ftrangers to him or unto Prayer 3 and that he
may not find then that your prayers are but. the
cxpreffians of your fears, and_ not of your. Love,
and are conftrained and not voluntary motions;
vto God ;- Pray now in Preparatian to ydur
dying prayers. Q what a teryi e thing it isto:
'ind“t) lu;]m to lp_ray in that hour of extredmity ;.
cnc 1o have then no pritciple to! pray.by:
nat:ral (1flove wvhiplg,g;¢;yf)l§]§|%ﬁ{;¥hz{»m
gallows ! To be then without the $pinaf nras
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when without it there cannot an acceptable word

or groan be uttered, and when the rejction of our
fuits and perfon, will be the prologue to the
final judicial rejeltion, and will be a diftrefs (o
grievous as prefumptuous Souls will not believe,
till fad experience become their Tutor + Can you
imagine that you fhall theg at laft, be taught the
art of acceptable Prager, meerly by horrour, and
the natural fenfcof pain and danger, as Sea-men
ina ftorm, or a Malcfadtor by the rack , when
in your health and leafure 'you will not be per-
(waded to the daily ufe of ferious Prayer, but
number your fclves with the families that are un-
der the wrath of the Almighty , being fuch ar
call ot on bis wame , Jer. 10, 25. Pfalm 73. 6.

Indeed there are many prayers muft go be-
fore, or ‘elle this Prayer [ Lord efas receize my
Jpirit ] will e in vain, when you” would be loth
to find it fo. You miuft firlt pray for renew-
ing Sanltifying grace, for the death of fin, and
the Pardon of fim, for a holy life and a Hea-
venly mind, for obedience, pagjence and per-
feverance'y and if you obtain not thefe; tiere is
10 hope that Fe/ies Chrift (tiould receive your Spirits,
that never received his fan&ifying (pirit. o
_ How fad is it to-obferve that thofe that have
moftneed of Prayer, have lealt mind to Pray, as
-bein leaﬂf&'nﬁb,lc,ofthqiﬁnecdsE!{ea,tha‘e thofe that
‘ar¢ the' pext fieptothe ftate of Devils;and have as
smuchnged of Prayer 38:3 miférable {ouls on earth,
'do yet deride -ir-, -aiid hate &ofe that ferionl-
Jy and: fervently.. pesforim. .it: : - g mar of
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prayer being the moft common obj& of their
malicious reproach and fcorn | O miferable.Cai.
nites, that hate their brethren for offering more
accepavle facrifice chen their own! litede do they

know how much of the very Satanical nature i

in that malice, and in thofe reproachful- feorns!
and litde do they kngw how near they are to

the curfe and ddparation of Cain »_and. with

Wwhat hotrour they fhall cry out, [ My pwnifh
et is greater then Ican bear] Gen. 4. 11, 13. If
God and Good men condemn you for your lip-

fervice, and heartles devotions , and ungodly

lives 5 will you therefore hate the holy nature
and better lives of thofe that judge you, when
you fhould hate your own ungodlinefs and hy-
pocrifie> Hear what God faid to the leader of

your fe@ , Gen. 4. 6. Why art thou wooth 2 and

why is thy comntenance fale 2 If thew do well,
Joalt theu ot be accepred 2 and if thow daft »ot well,
Jin Lyeth at the door.”) Have you not as rauch need
0 pray, as thofe that you hate and repreach for
praying ¢ Haveyou not as much need to be oft
and earnclt in”prayer as they 2 Muft Chrift him-
{elf fpend whale nights in prayer, Luke 6.12, and
fhall an ignora

nt fenfaal hardened fnner think
he hath no zeed of it,

0 ze though he be unconvert-
ed , unjuftified » tnready te die, and almoft
palt the epportunity. of praying 2 Q. miferable
mev, that (herdy would c1y.avd yoar jim.the an-
'5::!‘& of thdr Souls, and yet will no pray while
acre is time and room for ggayu’nﬁ'miudge
* williug new to fiear them , and new they

* which healch, ar

N f a

have nothing but "hypocritical lifles . words 2o

1 ing is now a wearifom, tedions and
gpr?ﬂka&ﬂﬁgg to them, that {hqrdy‘wogljd» be
slad if the moft heart-tearing lamentations” could
grevail for the crums and drops &f that mercy
which they thus defpife, Luke 16. 24. O allmen
in the world, it illéfcomcs?gé in fodeep neceffi-
ies and dangers to be prayerlefs. ' .
mBa:t form}gou Chriftians, that are daily exercifed
in thisholy converfe with your Maker, held on,
and grow not ftrange to heaven, andletnat your
holy defires be extinguithed for want ofexcitation :
Prayer is your afcent to heaven 3 your depasture

from a vexatious world, to treat with God for -

alvation: your retirement froma World of -

33'21‘1“ Srs into they impregnable fortres where gool:
are {ife 3 and from vanity unto felicity 5 and
troubles unto Reft: Which though you mpt;jot
come o near, nor enjoy fo fully and dehgdt-
fally ‘as hereafter you fhall do, yet thus do

C y"make your «pproaches to it, and thus do
Yo fecure your future full fruition of it. And let
Z'E?:m all feoff at hearty fervent Prayer as long as
they-will, Vet Prager {hall do that with God for yor,

tach heald ndﬂ'\;eaith, and. dignity, and honor,
and carnal pleafures, and all the World-fhall geve&-
A oraneof hem. A g ey gl o
villifie it now, yet the i dear, :
zggﬁlfé’:'ﬁli}f éﬁ&ygble snd bungleat it themfelves;

i and the face of deach will beerer teach them ghe ufe

of prayer, hanigar dofirineand example niow <20

do. -Adepurting Seull will not eafily be prayet-
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lefs§ nor * eafily be content with fleepy ‘prayeryy;

Butalas { it is not cvery Prayer that hath fose fors

~dency from the power of fear, that fhall fucceed ; -

Many a_thoufand * niay perith for ever that have,
prayed [ Lord Jefus reccive.my Spirit ] Butthe Sou}
that breatheth atrer Chrift, and is weary of finaing,

and hath long bech prefling toward the mark, may -

reccive ncouragement for his laft petitions, from,
the bent and fuccefs of all the foregoing prayers
of his lite: Believe it Chriftians, you cannot be
fo ready ‘to beg of Chrilt to Receive your fouls,

ashe is ready and willing to receive them.  As you-

came praying therefore into the world of Grace, go
praying entof it into the world of Glory. Tt is not
a work that you were never ufed to ( though you
have had lamented backwarnefs, and coldnefs, and
omiffions ): ltisnot to a God that you were never
with before : As you know whom you have be-
fieved, {o you may know to whom you pray : It is

indeed a moft important fait to beg for the Receis -

- <ing of a departing fenl: but itis put u to.hinto
wh%n{ it prfpcr/] d({th belong 5 anda‘g £~impthat‘ hath
encouraged youby anfwering nmny a former pray-
er with that mercy-which was the earneftof this ;
and itis to Him that loveth fouls much better than
any foul canloveit lf. O live in prayer, and
die in prayer:-And do not as the graceles wit;
Ifs world; defpife- prayer while they live, - and
then think a Lord bave mercyon g, Thall. prove
enough to - pafs - them: into heaven; Marl their
 Statutesand Monumentsirfthe Glhnrehes, . wheihe

they bg not made keeling dndtjifgiug\hb_%gijhandg, -
o T i to

to tell you that all will®be forced to pray, or to

approve of prager at their death, whatever they
fay againt it in their life, O pray and wait but a
lictle longer, and all your danger will be paft,
and you are fafe for ever! Keep up your hands
a litrelonger, till you fhall end your confli

* with the laft enemy , and fhall pafs from Pruyer

to ewrlaftirg Praife.
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