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TO TTHE

READER .

His Excellent Difeontfe,,
breathing the Excellence

of it's (now Deceafed). Authors.
Spirit, craves thy moft feriows.

pernfal 5 and it will plentifully

reward the bowrs which [ball be
fpent thereon. It greaé? Javinrs
of decp thoughts, firiCt obferva- -

tions, and long andgreat experia-

ence of God, of Things,and Per-
fons. Creatures looR beft when -
T A @



i R To the Reader.
© atadiftance, andin profpest ; bus

when nearer tous, they are then
eafly looked through, and feldon
Joundto correfpond with their Ap-
~ pearances tous, and with onr ex-
- peClations from them. But God
#s fuch adeep and boundlefs Aby(s
. 8f Perfection, as moft delightfully
.- will endure and recompence all
- the feverity and clofenefs of onr
-evernal Thoughts — abont ~ bim.

concerning God, and find their
Hearts enflamed, and all. their
Powers invigorated thereby e-
ternally, to inexpreffible Satis-
fb&im :
of pleafant Thoughts the Innume-
vable Inftances and Mirronrs of
Divine Excellencies in the Hea-

| vens

tences mnft needs

PerfeCted Spirits are all thonght

And what waricties -

\ vanced without Faith? Can Faith . r

: T . 3
To ‘the Reader. '¢. 5
vens will endlefly Minifter untoy 4
Ido not know, nor dare I guels <
tooboldly at theps. Bk bow thofp” -
Sols can look_for Heaven, o prit -
lybe accounted gracions, who nex:
ver retire folemnly to converfd: -
withGod, I knovw not.Surely,wher e
God is not mavre than alltors, b -~
canbe comfortably nothing : And- - "
onr religions Exercifes and Prés -
e mean and
dull, whilft God is triflingly and

fedorn thonght on, and 'oonw&,fii

with by us. Can holy Walk‘iﬂg _
preferved and promoted withont
lve ? Can lowe to God and Chrift,
and to the invifible State,be kz’izd-;
led, cherifbed, and continually ad-

be any thing but Funcy and If're-
Ag  fumprio, )




- yi Tb the Reader.
- fumption, without Thought and

Knowledge ? And can the Life
of Faith, Hope, Love, and holy
Walking, be fixt and wigorous,
and proficient, withont our ferions
and frequent reprefentations of
God unto onr felves by folenm
Contemplations of bis excellent
Perfellions,free Communications,
plentiful Provifions, and glorions
Defigns, whereto be bath entitled

#s, feeing onr Religion andDevo- |

tions in all the parts thereof can
bawve no Life and Soul but this ?
What is it to converfe with God
in Solitnde, but to aCluate onr
Thoughts of what we know con-
cerning God in Chrift, and to
accomodate them to all the need-

ful

fuant to ihe
fional LEnds and Interefts of

ter may require?

To the Reader. rVEll B
fil and wfeful Purpofes of Relf=
gion and Dewotion; and tomake.

Thoughts [olemnly feyviceable to

“the great Ends thereof, viz. -onr

due and f[eafonable Reprefenta-
tions of our God to ws, and of
our felves to bim in Chrift, pur-
fiated and occa-

Chriftian Godlinefs, as the mat-

Converfing
thus with God, wants not its

great Adwvantages in life and

death.  And if thefe Thoughts
comtained in this Book, (which
did fo greatly reconcile the Au-
thor to the Thoughts of bis then
approaching,but now experienced
Death,) were more in Exercife at

Funerdl



vii£  To the -R.eadér.

Funeral Solemnities,and thisBook § _ -

then put into the hands of Mony-
ners, it wonld be no muatter of
Repentance that I kyow of,

Thefe are the hafly Thoughts

and Sentimsents of thine in and

for the Lord, whilft

Matthew Sylvefter.

London, Sept. 12
1692.
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“shis We are furé, thas t

2 . Of Converfing :
untruftinels in this temporary forfaking |
of him, that fo he might fullycrmconﬁ
vince them, that he knew what was in -
Man, and that heknew future contingen-
cies (or things to come, which feem
moft dependention the will of. Many
and that he voluntauly fubmitted to his

deferted State, ‘and expeded no fupport

from Creatures, but that Aan fhould
then do leaft for Coriff, wheh Clrift was
or Many thyt-Man b
ul ar fliking h‘% fﬁould en
his forfuakek deploraté Rate;,when
rxﬁ was to make Atonement for his
Reconciliatlon toGod,atid was prepiring
the moft coﬁl¥l emedy for hisRecovery.
He foretold them of "the - Fruit which

_their. Infismity -would produce to hum.

ble them ghat were apt
hiighly of themfe! 4
Confeéflion they had made of -Chrift,
when -they had iewly faid ‘[ Now m’
are fure that thow lmam[P all thir ﬂg: s by

on comg, forth

}'? dm h-

hmk too

Jrom God, ver, 30.
He atifwereth them - [Da

bieve? Buabold, the howr comesh, &;: ¥ |
X crvan(s

that Chrift' would not hive hi :
know hisgraces in them,  biit’ he would-|

fiever: be betver with:iuss- S0 wheriiw
fedl the Exercife of- Eaithy Bifirs 0t Lovey

“goes well with

Ives.for 't c late free 'If:"me is co?ning

-the dafe rof s Belisyindy
‘our: felvgs dn' thae and

y - tempted: rdqvcﬁﬂ
' allo I

o L " L .

with God i fol:mdc. 3
alfo have them know "the Corruption thar

is latent,and the infirmity confy ent with
their grace. - We are very. apt to judge

ofall that #s in sy cand: ;of all thas we C

hall do hereafter, by what we, foel NPT
ihc prefent upon::ouk licasts.:*. A\.m,hm

we feel the fiirring offome Cerrw sony
weare apt to think that there 'fme- .
thing ‘¢lfe, and hardly - percclv:
rary grace, «and are‘dpt’ toi thinke

we “are apt -toi overlook the.eontrasy .
Corvuptions, and:to thinki that e fhall . -
hevc:fce});h;m“mou.f aBgtg RN .
‘U DOt Al {1 el
ac«igaingln e With s&b ntability and s
of 00!“ v W VHICTY Bk 50
wonmw gy WE orge& that th i
when-itiinaysgo. Goue 11
As Chrift-fald o:his; DMP‘ T e L T

‘e - now: B:Imﬂ'?u lt !&; L €117
’tlmc ma "‘ } oK "':" S etis. 1Y
bro'“g Jta’ﬂ]dku *'&h' ‘L_ ?‘ ! . N \ ‘1
-out remuiingatnhd g_q i iy %

. 7 A - =y Gt 0l '\. ¥ .
d pEYMEPAN T 4% TRESY ¥ ! Y3 Y
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! L Of Converfing with God in [olitude, 5
- tures, and of the Lifc to come. Dowe | ¢ they ﬂl'{ftcd-&“‘fh Man fOl“hl}Tl(:flf’
now rejoyce in the perfuafions of the Love Mat. 26: s6. [Then all the thuph(; ,
of God? The time may be coming farfook_bim and fled. And-as this s fai

o when e miay think our fclves forfaken | f0 be thar the Scriptisies might be {ul-

L and undone, and think he will efteem | filkdy Mat. 26. 54, 50, fo it might be
{ " andufe us as his Enemies. ‘Dowenaw | il to e That this predzc’hm of
[ <prdy wirh: fervonrs, and pour out our Chrijp bimfelf might be fulfilledy - Nos

-Souls enlarppedly to God? It is well; | that Siripture Prophefics did caufe. the
! ‘(.}r’ut ‘ft‘hc time In‘ly be Coming whcn we Rt ‘l)v \‘VhLCh 'th(.'y were flllh"Cd, no‘r
i -(Mall feem itorbe as dumb and jprayer- [ that God «caufed the.fin to fulfill his
" tefs,: and fay, we cannot pray;, or.clfe § OWn P‘(c(\lﬂlgns, “but that' God: cannot
“we find no audience and acceptance ‘of be deccived who foretold in SFI’.ipturcs
out Prayers.. Chrift knoweth -.that in [| long. before, that thus ir ;would, come
.us which: we little know by out felves; § 10 Pf‘fS‘-" Wh—‘m‘,"t’ 33“{‘?‘{“-’?“???"[2_‘!-’”“;
“and theréfore may foreknow, that-we will § muft bey. that, ‘“Sé’-‘ yire-mgy-buifal: .
.comndit’ fuich Sinsy. or fall into fuch Dan- [ flled] 1
-gers, as we litele fear. - i £
.. What Chrift here prophefieth 'to them
‘did .afterwards all come to pafs. As
{foon as ever Danger and Trouble did
~appear, they began to flag, and to.fhew
how ill they could adhere unto him or
A{uffer with him, without his {pecial cor-
foborating Grace. In the Gaxrden when
~herwas {weating Blood in Prayer, they
were ﬂccp;n'g:, 'ﬁ\ough'thc Spirit wis
willing, 'the Fleth was wegk: . They § . 7 B e
~could notswatch with him oxe, hour, Mat. ,’,"q’ gﬁ.”b" g.gbmg il f‘
0. 40} 4. ' Whenhe woa apprehend: | Jath decreads . Jorsiave A%
Lo Cdy/ oA . s T

‘of the Thing. st clf § 70N 08
Prediction or. Decygers: by}
“of “the Truth. of this: GARNIWy

pedild




. SIS ! . b
/i of Converfing it b_ .Lwa [\i {?fz”([}:phimfcl?,
turcs, and of the Life to come.  Dowe [ ¢ they ﬂnlftc(‘[‘g’“/fe\n ol the Difiiples
wow rejoyce in the perfuafions of the Love § A 26- Sb.d ‘“[ And-as this is faid
of God?  The time may be coming f"V/”"U”"“mI f:-c.f,- tuies might be ful-
when we miny think our felves forfaken J§ 10 be rhar the Sci P'(, {o it might be
and undone, ‘and think he will efteen ﬁ[{“}t Ma. 26"]‘3;:@% t}n'; prediition of
andufe us as his Enemies. Do we now mj,,'(’ lc; 'labt bg_ﬁtlﬁﬂéd. Nos
.pray with: fervonr, and pour out our | Chif /.”mjmf é”.’“thﬁes did caufe. the
~Bouls enlarpedly to God? It is well: th,“ ‘.S"“Pn.".c .‘1.0, ‘;,e‘.e fultitled, . nor
Bat the time may be coming when we § S OV “’“‘_‘?h {}({“{h,; fin to fulfill his
{hall f¢em itorbe as dumb and prayer- that God caule b:lt that God . cannot
tefs, and fay, we cannot pray, cr.clic § oW0 Pr.cc\lﬂlonS.f rerold in Scriptures
we (ind no audience and acceptanct ‘of be deccived wl;}otothus “ir - would, come N
our Prayers.: Chrift- knoweth -.that in l°“8~bef°r°’}: é it: 15 '-'fa')d.a‘?"rb@t* Fehvis .
-us which wa little know by our felves; {919\“{‘5:' w ‘cn\—;q‘f.'}gé,l;pmr'g.,mhyibk;‘yf‘ﬂlé :
“and theréfore may foreknow, that we will é,‘,‘}’,"“ﬂ b‘f-;'th’“‘ﬁtA!"-' . oot dhd
-comrit fuch Sins, ‘or fall into fuch Dan- § CAMI
-gors, as we little fear, o ooopoen
What Chrift here prophefiethto them
“did afterwards ol come o pafe.  As
foon as ever Danger and Trouble did
“appear, they began to flag, and to thew ) Tt
hovr ill they could adhere unto him or ff %37 & =65
Mufler with Kim, without bis {pecial cor- mﬁwi"‘@‘;ﬁé e:aq
goborating Grace.  In the Gavden when v?ﬂ?;]y ?T}:m it f‘lf:' a
hewas fweating Blood in Prayer, they ,.%ft_‘.c&bn ﬁr- Decjee:s
were fleeping; Though the Spirit wis ;c*x‘ Trush, of thissGe
willing, ‘the Fleth was wegks. They §°° t E b a ?‘"lg Wikl
.could not;watch with him one. hour, Mat. ',f’q }; ;{ﬁfcc' ' d jorcbfoﬁ’” or.
‘26 405 41.> | \Whenhe was appgchcndd- | qeeret®s TR g
vou i S edy § 0
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6 O Converfing
ov {whatever God furetelictly  mufi il
coffarily come to pals, that ey wil o
tainly come to pafs: bat riis Goo itk
feretold s therefore tlis will c:me 1o pafs|
Here are three obfervable points in
the Text, that ave worthy our diltinc
Conlideration, though for brevity tae
I fhull handle them together.

Y. That Chrift was forfuken by bis -

vwn Difeiples, and left alone.

2. When the Difciplesleft Chrifty they
were feattered every one to his own. They
rcturned to their old Habitations, and
old Acquaintance, and old Employment,
as if their hopes and  hearts had been

almolt brcken, and they had loft all theic .
laboyr in following Chrift fo long: Yel .
gfie-root ‘ot ‘Faita” and Love that ftill7
remained, caufed them to enquire fur-*

ther of the end, and to come together
in fecret to confor about thefe Matters.
2. When Chiift was forfaken of bs
Difeirles, and left il-ney yet was he not
- . U0 ,('ff ‘/b dlone
ai o be foravated from b cr bis loue,
Ve ars Love o cobtiaer of thisy it
O AT par of  Cradjis Humiliation,
B e s a4 ol duawhich we i
ot v b caformnid e lime dr rony
[IO“‘LMY

N

vith Ged in folitnde. 7
Jfibly ‘cem fErange to us, that Chrift
‘\)s'oul".\yfuffcr all bis Difciples 1o forfake
him in his Extremity s and 1 doubt it
will feem ftrange ro s, when in our
wremity, and our fuffering for Chrift
(end perhaps for them) we (hall find our
lhes forfaken by thofe that we moft
highly valued, and had the greatcft
familiarity with. But there arc many
Reafons of this permiffive Providence

. open to our ob{ervation.

1. No wonder, if when Chrift was
fuffering for Sin, he would even tfh;rs
permit the Power and oc}noufuef_so n
to break forth, that it might be kﬂOWf}
l‘:c (uffered wot in wir‘rl. Nc; v:gn:!ic‘r{.,‘ H
he permigrad - his - Followers .10 08 -
’him!:e;ndt tog{{\“csvv t?\colatcnt unbei - .,
and Selfithnefs, and unthankfulpefs thi
remained in them, that fo they might
know, that the death of Chrift was as
neceffary for them- as for qthcr;; .al‘l‘tz
the amiverfality of the Difeafe ﬂ'?lgl 1
thew the need that the Remedy h°9n
be Univerfal. And it s non¢ of C{‘n te
intent to make his Servants to ccg:
better than they arc, to thcmfels;::.s;‘ N
others, or to honout him{elf by the hiding

’ i is par-
of their Faults, b}\})t‘}to magpnific ln‘i‘:n‘;n &

—y

A



& Of Couverfine
doningand heding grace,by the meins o
occafion of the fins which he pardonct),
annd healeth,

2. Hoveby he will bring his Folowers
o the fuller Lnowledge of themfeles,
andd fhew thein that which oY) then
days thould lLeep them humble, and
watchiul, and fave them from proti.
tion and troftiog i themlelves: Wiien

we have made any {ull Confeflinn of

Chrift, or done him any confiderable
fervice, we are apt to fay with the
Dilciples, Aar. 19, 27.1 Behold, we haze
forfaken ally and followed thee s V'V hat
fhall we have? | As if they had rather
been Givers to Cluift, than Peccivers
Atom fgy :‘l.ﬂd‘hai’} Hiohly s pvited
his hands ¥ Buew
eth tinn, and the rett flult for: thew-
wivesy and wheh they conne’ touthen-
felvas"after fuch cowardly and- ungrate-
ful Decalings,” then ‘they “Will herter
underftand theit Weaknefs, and know
on whom they nmuk degend. - -0
ch g Hereliv alfon they ihall bettern-
derftand what they wondd have Leen, if
God had lefr thiem to thenidelse, rhat
1y they may be thaikfulfor prore recei.
ved, ‘{tﬁd‘ﬁmuy tiot bualt themfeives a-
v gainft

ten - g fm Perer s -

——
with God ia folitude.
giinft the miferable world, as if the}"hﬂd:
madz themfolves to differ, and had noF
received all that grace hy which they exe,
¢l the common fort : when.quy fallshave
hu t us and thamed us, we fhall know to;
whom we muft be beholdento ’l'upp.o‘r't use,
4. Chritt would permit his Dilciples
thus fr to Forlake him, becaufe howould
have no fuppert from m.am, ir)'l}is Juffersigs
for man ;- Uhis wai part ot his voluntary.
humiliation, to !~ deprived of allcarthly
comiorts, and to ve.r affliGtion eyen froin
thole few, that b lately wete his faith-
ful tervants & that mer dealing like wmeiy
and [Tamersy while no wrmdoil)g.likc‘(n'od,
and as a Swviowr, 1o nught (hgl_."c,n ve
to himtelf the honour of cantrib_ur.mg Lo
the Redewption of the world, fo much
as by cncoumgingtthcdeﬁme»,_'» '

5. Chrift did permnit thc;b_a;,th ,at}d ,‘
courape of hi; Dilciples thus far to faily ‘.
thit their witnefs to himright l;t’;‘;{f.th‘c |
grcater crechie and anthority, whcplhx-‘; |
acinal Refurrestion and the Communicdy
tion of the Spisit {hould compel them to
believe's swhen all-their doubts were dif-
fipated, they that had, dpubted .t,hcup_{,‘qﬂh |
ves, apd.yet weee confrained to-belieyey =
world he received as the moft impATEla!

Ls isnéllee \
) .'o-\l"” ..‘l-‘ v‘;. ‘ ,‘.




{0 - Of Converfing
witnefles by the doubting world.

‘6. Laftly, by the defertion and diffi.
pation of his Difciples, Chrift would
tcach us whenever we are called to fol-
tow him in {fu¥ering, what to expe&t from
the beft of men; Even to know that of
themfclves they arc untrufty, and may
fail us : and therefore not to look for too
nuch affitance or encouragement from
them.  Panl lived in a time when Chri-
ftians were more felf-denying and tted-
faft than they arc now : And Paul was
onc that might better expe¢t to be faith-
fully accompanied in his fufferings for
Chrift, than any of us : And yet he faith,
2 Tim. 4. 16. [ At my firf} anfwer no man
food with mey but all men forfook me : ]
and prayeth, that it be not laid to their
charge : Thus you have feen fome Rea-
fons why Chrift confented to be left of
all, and permitted his Difciples to defert
himin his fufferings. '

Yet note herc, that itis but a partial |

temporary forfaking that Chrift permic-
teth ; and not a total or final forfaking ot
Apottafic. Though he will let them fee
that they are yer men, yet will he not
g«’vc them to be but as other men: Nor

illhequite caft them off, or fuffer them
tn Pdfi ' - Nox:

P . . R

a gracious rebuking qui¢

‘tions -of hisLove

with God in folitnde. iy

Norisit all alike that thus forfake hims
Perer doth not do as Fudas : The fincere
may manifc(t their infirmity but the Hyd
pocrites will manifclt their Hypocrifie.

And accordingly in aiir [ufferings our
{uniliars that were fal{-hearted (as being
worldlings and carnalat the heart may
perhaps betray.us, and _fet againfb 43, or
forfake the caufe of Chrift, and follow the

ay of gain and honour s wheu our gcmp-
ted (hrinking friends that yet may have
fome fincerity, may perhaps ieok [irange
at us, and feem not £O REOW H4y and may
hide their heads, and hew their fearss
and perhaps alfo begin to ftudy fome ﬁ:ls.
deceiving arguments and diltinctions, anc
1o ftretch their confciences, and veniure
on fome fin,. becaufe they argﬁagahd' t((;'
venturc'on affliction 5 nl\kﬁil:‘ré nfp:é}c% r;
and e them for their inful
Hﬁxé, g‘}ca{l}r‘ at!l?em (roft their finful fears,

i " eie Love tohim by the mo-
nd inflame €T to’ them, and deftroy

cd them for him: And
tHen the fame men that dithonourably

' (hrink, -
£ ifed Chrift and us, and begam to! inky
will gurn pack and re-affume thei 2 mes

the Love that turn
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Wfe. " riftians, exped to be confor-
e R prmed to your Lord in ehii pare
| bﬁhis?ﬁi)inifiatiOh alfo: Arewyour fricnds
| et falt and friendly to you ? Eor all that
- wxpe®’ that mawy of then atleaft (hould
i
(

APy gttt aprryad = o

|
| qrove Yefs friendly : and. promife not
i ‘yoiir felves -an unchanged: epAflanty: in
| i them ; - Are ghey yet nfefil to you ? ex-
| e dhe time when they tannot halp
TR 60 Are they your comforters and dgk
, dight, and is their company mych of your
o dotace” ot redrth 3 ‘Be. ready for-the
| ! 'timelwﬁ'c\ry'qtﬁey; may bieggine"your: fifarp-
eft>€eourgesy land oty Heartpeifcing
-griefs, or at leaft whon 8w halbfay, We
‘have nopleafure in them.  Havi any. of
: -them or all, aleeady failed you ?, what
A 'vzon'd’cr‘ ?iAYe ;f’k‘e}'r, not men, and (inngx$s
i . Towhont wete they ever fo.confhin
&g, Tottofdilthem? Rebukeyant felves fpr

Lty “”%&””Wﬂﬁfa“tdbl¢; expelations from | iy jn their, fahte; F fgbedy fgﬁ-{ﬁf"’.{’#{‘-‘ﬁ
o U fnd lea hereaftertaknowwhat I aidihe gdve e, o dfiriy s bens
(" g iy i Lexpect that friends MoWld ufe | bink, wigh ey moutlps M;’?rfﬁ'b;-¥3:ﬂ:9'}£'
weyouas followeths- o 0 ;W..Q‘Yf*’f”%:l’a’.?kﬁ”ﬂ&fﬁiwfmd 0‘[;1""; ,
LR L g Some Mo, CTTUTSRTN T Childreps
_— inbdiat } R R AR
x' »'A b e ,lfjv' i",".' .I L l o v_:-.. Wy \ ,\r - ,

o afid by patient {uffering overcotive. " ind
( IE win-thie Crown ‘as we:have: dond befote

ang. s

.

with, God, 4ok folitude. 13
o'v Some  of them: that, you ‘tho_yght
\fivcerey hall prove '\;g-r‘haps:unjanlﬁll;.anq‘
§ difimblers, and upen fallings ont, Qv nidt
‘teps of feif-intereft may deck your yuine,
Arc you better thin. Davjd: theshad an
Achitcphet 2 of than Pamj thaghad a De-
b mis 2 or than Chrift that had 3, Fudas?
| Some. will ferfakeGud: . what . Wf’?"ﬁ}'
then if they, farfake you ? Becaufe siqus-
1 Joall shound; . the Love of many Joafl wax
00l s Mat. ag, 13, Where: pride and
jniglory, and fenfuality and.werlglinets
are unnoytified; ot ghe hoar, ,t?}qrt‘, is
0o trulkinels in fueh; perans By ther
d wealth, ..ornfxmqu_r,;‘gw fle(bly - »ggr,rs,@,
they willpagtwith; Ged and thir Sil:
iFion 5 mue dm@g{';ilh thc:%% ig‘;%(?;;

Jervinge fnigndgit YAy, pay ey, YU,
}gv,:lt a8 Foh haye Raealpn ,%mmp?am,
LHg bath 'pne-may Brethtensr from pey.

it ¥ny Acguainpange. are wy ftranged

: insfolk: ; d; hﬂd
i o< -y Kmol hony T,
4 'fﬂmilihf%%rid;ﬂd& D avis ofWigctien; wes
? ¢) that Ayl inmy: Hallpy sl wy 4id-

tpd connt me for, :ﬁfﬁti‘qﬂ‘?gﬁml ag an. A-

~
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from you, than for what they have al

1) Of Converfing
Childrens [ake of iny own RPody: Tea
yourg Child -en difpifed me : T arvofc, and
they fpake gasyl me s All.my nward
friends abborred me . and they whom [
loved ave turned <gg‘4iz1ﬂ me, jéb 19. 13
14, 1§, 16,17, 1, 9. Why may no;
you as well a5 David be put to fav, Tes
mine own familiar Friend in whom I truft.
ed, which did eat of my Bread, hath lift
up bis Heel againft me!7 PLil 41,9,
Thofe that have been moft acquainted
awich the feerets of your Soul, and pri
vy o your very thoughts, may be the
perfons:that (hall betray you, or grow
ftrange to you. Thofe that gou have
mott oblized by benefits, may prove
your greate} Enemies. You may find
fome of your Friends like Birds of prey
that hover about you for what thiey an
got, and when they have catcht it, fly a-
way. If you have given them all that
you have, they will forfake you, and
perhaps' reproach you, becaufe you have
no mor€ to give them. They are your
Fricnds more for what they yer expett

rcaly received.  If you cannot ftill be
I;clpsul to them, or feed their covetous
defires, or fupply their wants, youarc

t0

with God in [olitude. 15

o them but as one that they had ne-
it known. Many a faithful Minifter
o Chrift hath ftudicd, and preacht, and
prayed, and wept for their Pcoples Souls,
ind after all have been taken for their
Enemics, and ufed as fuch; yea even
jcanfe they have doxe fo much for them.
[xc the Patient, that being cured- of
s mortal ficknef:, fued his Phyfician at
Law for making him fick with the Phy-
fick (But it is, indeed onr uncured Pati-
ots only that arc’ offended with vs.)
paul was accounted an Encmy o the
Calathians, bLecaofe he tetd them the
quth,  Ungrateful truth maketh the
fithfulle@® Preachers moft ungrateful. Tt
nuft feem no wondcr to a Preacher of
the Gofpel, when he hath entreated,
prayed, and wept might and day fox
miferable Souls, and laid his hands as it
were under their feet in hopes of their
Converfion and -Salvation, to find them
after all, his bitter Encmies, and lcek-
ing his Deltruétion, that could have latd
down his Life for their Salvation. Feremy
feemed too impatient under this aflicti-
on, when he faid [Give heed to me, O
Lord, and bearken to the Voice of them 'Q

Shall Evil be re-

compenfe

APy

that consend with me s

-
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16 . Of Conveifpig ;|

compenfed for. good?  Remcwiber thay §
Stood before ibee. to /:Dehhzqood for;,tYJehg{ -

and.to turn away thy Wraih from thens s
Therefore deliver 8p their Chitdrent 10 the
faminey and pour. outi thesr 1blood by the
force of the S..ord, Gc. Ter, 48, yo.20.

. Thus may- Ingratitude afi& you,and |

kindnefs be requited with unkindnefs

and the. greateft benefits be forgottcn’-
and requited with.the greatcft. wrongs:,i
Ytzlm' old Familiars may be your Focs :
andiyou may be put.te fay as.Jeremy [F

-,Ifihmxa‘l the defuming of Zmnj.z.’: I*Zrli:rt:;:l
every '/z,d:: Report, [ay they, and we. will,
report'its All-my Eamiliars widched for,
my ‘balting, [aying, Peradventive 'be will
be enticed, aud yve (halls: powqil;'dgﬂ,i&ﬂf

binz, and we [halleake our vevenge onhim.) R

Jer. 20, 39 Thus wulk théSer '
Jer. )1 LIS tuik, : \Q«iﬂlﬁ!:@f
Chrilt be uled, in conformity - tg:gheip -
{uffering ch‘zfﬁ G yathm
i 2. And fome that are (fincere, and

- Whofe hearts are withyou, may yet be

drawn by temptatiog to: difows yons
When malice ‘is flandering ‘you,; rimen
r_’Oua friendhip may perhdps:he. filent;
ang sfrait to jult-fie you or mkc;'/qu.x,l‘l‘;

. PpaitfaWhen -a Paer infuch: imbegilirg -
| '!m}d’.fm"xnati ditown: aad.dehy htscf;ﬂiﬂ ‘

AT

L that [iek_after my

N vons things, and

‘e [ L SRS BN

with God in folitnde. Y7

ing f.ovd, what wonder if faint kearted
fiends difown you, or mg, that may
give them too mych o afion or pretence?
Why mav not you end I be put to fay
25 David did, Pfal. 38,11, 12. [ Ay lo-
wrs and my Friends [tand aloof fron my
ivey and my Kinfmen fland ufar off : They
' Life lay Snares fer me:
And they that feek my burt freak, wifchie-
smagive deceits all t(ae
day long. ] They tharin fearfulnets wil
il their Maker and Redeemer, and ha-
zard theiv Salvation, may by o fmaller
‘tegptatbon b drawn to fail foch friends
e v e R
. '3 Moredver;

hy Ghie pafione iy
tiefe talygrow fo hrghegiteKrar
feem.tosoric amofheri to-be-dijoe s ‘
| Panl and *Barniabas may grow ‘fo?}?_‘_
to-fall oulf: rora ipatture, How caﬁw'da@, -.
Satari Tet fire o the. Tinder whichhé ™
findeth in the beftand gentleft matusbsy
ifGod perhnit him? ‘No-Friends fa-ncar ‘{
ind dear, thaypaforiare weakneffes payr
w0t aithier; alignae grf make™a ;grlcf,"t%i
b Cong

W

KE s
N .

R L
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| 18 Of Converfing with Gos ’.ﬁ[o-lm.’-drfd-b' :;/"
! one aither; how aptare we to rakewn.J§ ¢ 1o [uirablencfsy and }:-;u.r:{nt_am.rco l;g,-fééi
Q kindefjes a: one another, and to be fu/. R 305 among mortibs. .t,. ?fkhl?t ;;-‘u;h un-
pscions of 0w Friends, o ojfended with Jf funcileneis te be fousc h l:Th':' which
them? And how apt 1o give occafion of ff futadcn:is &'U remainet . dfnothcr'
(uch’ oifence ? How apt fre we to cep | caicsh onc, is :n.ﬁ)lc.xﬁnghto ,;.ﬂr th“.‘
; {ure one ancther, and to mifinterpre: lf 0:¢ livceh this place, and the oricr that:

Ore Liketh this habir, and the other thrg‘rj:
O-¢ is for mirth, and the other {o ar-
nefe: One for talk, :mc_i the o:ler forhl-
lence : One for a publick, _and t‘hc oltu::r
for aprivate life. And their perfonal t‘cy.
or individuation having feldove as l:‘ra-
parable, will unavoidably exuke a cops -
riety of interefts. The Creature lha

(ufficient forus: If one have it, peT it‘\”
the other muft want it: Like a cover 8

e s ofizr0

e mans is diminifhea by anothers : an
then how apt is envy to created grudg;?
and raife unfriendly iealouﬁcs. and. dif-
taftes. Sometimes the Commodity of ong
isthe gilzommodity of the other: -An
then [ Aine and Thine} (which are }:?")‘
trary to the community of frivndibip,
P i 1 make-two
mar givide and alienate, and m :
of thols that: fecrued one. Thc-llnﬂi}ﬂrﬂls
o ilrabam and Let (upon the ditley-

. ) ! ’ 1Al
tie wmong their Servants), and of { "

the words and alions of our Friend:?
And how apt to give occafion of fuch
miftakes and cutting cenfures ? And the
i more kinduefs we have found in, or cx.
' peted from our Friends, the more their
' real or fuppofed injuries will affe@ us.
, We are aptto fay, [Had it been a firan-

gery I conld have born-it: But to be nfed
i1 thus by my bofom or familiar Friend, go8
& “o . ®war my beart]] And indeed the unkind.

i e e

R atnipiunshy

I
i

I

as-the.perfon that caufed it wias near ¢
b Lfpecially when our own weakuefs cau
fech us to forget the frailty and infirmis
; ties of Man, and with what -allowarces
| and expectations we muft choole and ufe
‘ our Friends; and when we forget the
' Love that remaineth in the midft of
paffions. 3 o o
4. Alfo crofs Interefts and unfuitnblenefs
may excecdingly ipterrupt the faftel
friend hip. Fifendfbipis very much foundd«
cd.

i




20  Of Converfing * . with God in folimde.‘ gt

un,! Ihmael, and of facob and &fam, and diy to God, to difown youif yop dify

of banand Facob, and of Leab and Ra. e from him, as taking you for one that

chalgand of Fofeph and his Brethren, and Gifowneth the truth- ot God. and there-

of Sl and David,.and of Ziba Mephi: W fore one that God himfelf défo,wnc.th:, or

bofbcth and David, with many. oth-estell f yieatt to grow cold in his; affeion to-

us this, It is rare to meet with a Jotia- B ward you, and to cecline from you, A§

than, that will endearedly love that may he that thinks you do from God. s

to the deatlt; wh> is appointed to ¢e. J greement in opinidns doth Reangely re.

prive” him of a Kingdom. Ifone canbut concile Affe&ions 5 {9 difpgreement doth

tay Lt fuffer by bim, or I am a loofer by fecretly and . ftrangely alianate themg ¢

him] it feemeth.enough: to excufe uni w) before you ave wel) ‘aware; yous

friendly theushts and attions. \When Frind hath.foft poffefMonpf your heatts

you can gratific the. defires of all the coi § pacaufe. of - an-upaveidable  divexligy, o

X vetous, ambigious; felf.fecking perfonvin pprehenfions: When all yourFrnds

iy ij.  the:World, - or elfe turc- theirdifedfes) ¥ havc the fame intclle@ual gomplexionand

 { = Bnd pollels their mifids:with perfad Wl \enperature, and meafure.of pndertand-

e | e B ing with yaur folves, shen yepmayhave

BRN hope tocicape . the ruptyres, ‘Yh‘ﬁ%‘i“?.: -
M Jikelinefs and diﬁc;cnccwfkaww enits

S ons. mi ht elfe canie,- | r- AR RRTES
on6m {fworcovcr, {fome of, ypt}_r:fne‘qd\s

B may fo far overgtow you.it f.f.WfdP.’{’i‘ .O:

wealth, oy bongur, onpMythy ingheicawn -

Eq anceits,. that they may beginita tske YOU .-
Y Yo e reentey tobe unfuitable for them, aﬂd..'uﬂﬁ“el‘. .

proudsiivls wonderfilow. he will #igh for thelr-fustherifpecial friendthip. Algs

youy and- withdvawi Bis -Love, 'if v@hﬂ poor man, . they will pidy: thee that thau

notof hid miud Mhe be'weaionsy bels g1 ritorsnd thy hou hufbo-gre-

fity.tempted, 40:whink it a part- of MAR T ot

hath /dver sad-oVer sghin pivan
sl ind faflrdniontrations of:
- Jer ‘of &]} opirtionsy 1o alienate’
 and make divifiodis, a3 molt ages |
Wm'lﬂ a&e:’bver»hgdz -’lfy()m"‘F(

3 B : ' . . » ing- as fae‘f,as’,-:, (
iy ] -t it to change thy: mind: a8 JeLP \
Ve . (t',. :

w»

y o [
e
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22 Of Converfing
they, or that thou art fo weak and igns.
rant as not to fec wh.t feems to themfo
cleara trathy or that thou art fofiuple
to calt away thy felf by crotisg them
that roight prefer thee, or to il under
the difpleature of thole that have power
to raife or ruinc thee : But if thou be{o
fimple, thoumayeft be the objed of their

lamentation, butartno familiar friend for

than,  They think it fitteft to clofc and

converle with thofe of their own rask and
ftarnre, and not with fuch fhrubs and chil-

dren, that may prove their trouble an
difhonour.:

2. And {ome of your friends will
think that by a morc throuph acquain.
tance with’ you, they have found
out mote of your ufirmities ot faults,
and thercfore have found that you are
lefs aimable and valuable than at firft they
judged you: They will think that by
diftance, unacquaintednefs, and an over-
hatty love and judgment, they werc
mittaken in you ; and that now they fee
veaton to repent of the love which they
think was guilty of fome errors and ex-
cefi: when they come nearer you, and
have had more tryal of you, they will
think they are fitter to judge of youthan

before

with God im folitnde. 23
lefore ¢ And indeed ocur difecss are fo
masy, and all our infirmitics fo great,
that the mere men know us, the more
they may fce invs that deferveth pity or
reproof; and as Pitiures, we appear els
beautiful at the ncarelt view: Though
this will not warrant the withdrawing of
that Love which’ is due to friends, and to
vertue even in the imperfe& : nor will
esenfe that alienation and decay of
fiendfhip that is caufed by the pride of
fuch as overlook, perhaps much greater
fallings and weakneflcs in themfelves,
which need forgivenefs.

8. And perhaps fome of your Friends
will grow weary of their Friendfhip, ha-
ving that' infirmity of humanc nature,
notto be much pleafed with one thing
long. Theirlove is a flower that quick-
ly withereth: It is a fhortliv'd thing
that foon groweth old. It uft ke movel-
ty that muft feed thieir love and theit de-
light. - - ‘
9. And perhaps they may have got
fome better Friends in their apprehen-
fions, that may have (o much intereft as
to take them up, and leave no room for
aniient Friends. It may be they have
met with thofe that are more fuitable, or

) - can
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24 - Of Converfing .
can be more ufeful to them s that lve
more le.crning, or Wity or wealth, of power,.
than ysu have, and therefore feem more
worthy of their Fricndthip. .
_to. And fome of themmay think when.
you.are in @ low and [uTerizg ftare, and
ia danger of worfe, that it is pact of theit
duty, of felfsprefervation to be {trange to
you though inheartghey with you well),
They wiil think they, are nof bound o,
hazard, themielves ypen, the: dilpleature
of fapurinyis, to owa ot befriend-youor
any oher t, Though thyy muft not.defert

for.cheir-own prefervation.. _

" To avotd hoth extreajns in fucha cafe,
men muft both fudy to underfrand:which,
way i molyfervicepule ta Ghrifty and to
his Ghurch, and withal'ta;he aple to de:

ny:thenifelves, and alfo,mult ftudy toun®.

derftand what €hrift meanegh 3 his i-
nal fentence {2 w5 much as you. did it (or
did it not) to oxe of the leaft of thele m)
Brethren, yor did it (or did st not (ro me.
As il itwere to vificthe Cpiz}qgqus.__;wn
mutt neither caft away our livesto go

d
govd, or for that which in valueh ideth
no proportion with them; noryet muft
wedeny to runany hazard when it 1s i

¢ deed

failed i

with God in folitude. 24
dedanr duty : Co isitin our vifiting thoefe
that futler for the caufe of Chrift - (but
that here the owning them being the cos.
fifing of him, we nced more leldom to
fear beir g too ferward.) .

11. And {fome of vour fricnds may co-
ver their ‘aithfulnefs with the pretence of
fme fa:lr hat vou have been guilty of

e eovonr that yeu hold,y er fome #y-

banfow o celpable a(t tha: you have done,
orfoic aury that you have left undene or
For tev think there s nota
heter {helier for their wnfaithfubrefs,
then to pretend for it the Name and Canfe
of G.d, «n?{oromakea duty of their fin,
\Who would not juftific them, if they
an bt poove, that Gid reausreth them,
ad Religion ot igeth th m1o forfake you
fryvorr faulee? There are few crimes in
the wor'd that by fome are not fathered
on God /that moft hateth them)as thinks
irg no nume cxn {o much honour thea.
Falfe fricnde theicfore ufc this means as
sell o3 other Herocrites: /ind though
Gsd is Love, and condemncth nothing
more than urcharitablcnefs 8t malice,yet
tbc/c are commonly by f:lthareed Hypo-
crites, called by pious vertuous Names,

ad God hinfelf is entitled to them o
’ C that
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| Of Converfing
that few worldlings, ambitious perfong
or timefervers, but will confidently pre.
tend Religion for all their falfhood to
their friends, or bloody crueley to the
fervants of Chrift, that comply not with
their cavnal intereft,

12. Perhaps fome of your friends may
yeally miftake your cafe,and think that you
{ulfer as evil doers, and inftcad of com
forting you,ma, beyour fharpeftcenfur.
ers: This is one of the moft notable
things fet out to our obfcrvation i the
book of Fob: It wasnot the fmalleft part
of his affliction, that when the han.l of
God was heavy upon him, and then if
cver was the time for his friends te have
been his comforters, and friends indecd,
on the contrary they became his fcourge
and by wnjuft aceufarionsy and mifinterpre
tations of the providence of God, did

teatly add to his afflictior. ! when God
ﬁad takenaway his children, wealth and
health, hisfriends would take away the
reputation and comfort of his integrity;
and under pretence of bringing hi tore-
pentance, did charge him with that which
he was never guilty ofy They wounded
his good name, and would have wounded

his confcience, and deprived him of his in(i
war
\

with God in folitude. 27

ward peace: Cenforious falfe accdfling
friends do cut deeper then malicious flane
dring enemics. It is no wonder if ffrangs
ers or enemses do misjudge and mifreport
oura@ions: But when your bofom friends,
that (hould moft intimately know you,
and be the cheif witnefs of your innocency
againtt all others, fhall in their jealoufie,
or envy, or peevifhnefs; or falling out,
beyour chief reproachers and unjuft accu-
fers, as it makes it fexrve more credible to
others, fo it will come neareft to your
felves, And yet thisis a thing that muft
beexpecied : ‘yea even your moft {elf.de-
nying a&ts of obedicnce to God, may be
fomilunderftood by godly men, andreal
fricnds, as by them to be taken for your
great mifcarraige, and turned to your re-
bukc: As Davids dancing before the
Atk was by his wifes which yet did but
make him refolve to be yet more vile:  If
you be caft into poverty, ordifgrace, or
prifor, or banifhment, for your neceflary
opedience to Chrift, perhaps your fricnd
or wife may hecome your accufer fox
this greateft fervice, and fay, This is
your own doing ;* your rafhnefs, or in-
dilcretion, or felf-conceitednefs, or will-
fulnefs hath brought it upon you: What

| ) C2 need






30 Of Converfing
as if you werc innocent, you will but
fliew that you underftand not the nature
of true fricndthip, nor the ufc ofa true
friend; and arc yct your felves too friend-
fy toyour fins.

14. Morcaver, thofefew friends that
are trueft to you, may be utterly unable
to relieve you in your diftrefs, orto give
you cale, or do you any good. The
cafe may be fuch that they can but pity
you and lament your forrows, and weep
over you': youmay fec in them that man
ds not as God, whofe friendfhip canac-
complifh all the good that he defireth to
his friends.  The wife® and greateft and
belt of men are {illy comfortersy and un«
effeual helps : you may be fick, and
pained, and grieved, and diftreffed, note
withftanding any thing that they can do
for you: Nuy, perhaps in their ingno.
rance, they may incrcafe your mifery,
while they defire your relicfs and by fik
ving indiredtly to help and eafc you, may
tye the knot fafter and make you worle.
They may provoke thofe more . againft
you that opprefs you, while they thing
they {peak that which would tend tolet
you free : They may think to eafe your
troubled minds by fuch words as fhallis.

¢ rmfe
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ceafe the trouble: or to deliver you as
Paerwould have delivered Chrift, and
fiwed his Saviour, firlk by carnal counfel,
Mith. 16. 22, [ Bc it far from thee Lord,
this hall not be wnto thee] And then by
crnel wnju force, (by drawing his {word
igainft the Officers,) Love and good mean-
mgwillnot prevent the mifchic‘gs of igno=-
unce and miftake. If your friend cut
jour throat while he thought tocut but
avein to cure your difeafe, it isnothis
riendly meaning that will faveyour lives.
Many a theufand fick people are killedby
heir friends, that attend them withan
ameft defire of their life; while they
gnorantly give then that which is con-
tury to their difeafe,-and will not be the
ofs pernicious for the good meaning of
he giver. Who have more tender of-
efions than Mothers to their children?
ndyeta great part of the calamity of
he World of fickncfs, and the mifery of
ans life, procecdeth from theignorant
nd erroncous indulgence of Mo:hers to
heir Children, who to pleafe them, let
hem cat and drink what they will, and
le them to excels and gluttony intheir
hildhood, till nature be abufed and ma-
eted and clogge 1-with thofe fuperflui-

| C 4 tics
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ties and crudities, which are the dung.
hill matter of moft of the following dif-
cafes of their lives,

I might here alfo remember you how
your fricnds may themfelves be overcome
with a tcmptation, and then become the
more dangcrous temipters of you, by how
much the greatcr their inteced is in your
affetions.” Jfthey beinfeCted with o
ror, they are the likeft perfons to enfnare
you : If they be tainted with Coveronf.
zefs or Pride,” there is none fo likelyto
draw you to the fame {in: Ani{o your
friends may be in effect your moft deadly
Enemies, deceivers and deftroyers.

15. Aiid if you have friends thot arg
never {0 firm and conflant, they may prove
(not only unable to rclicve you) but ve-
ry increaling to your grief, If they are
affli®ed in thc participation of your fuf-
ferirgs, as your troub’es arc become theirs
(withont your eafe) fo their trouble for
yonr will become yonrs, and fo your {tock
of forrow will be encreafed  And they
are mortals, and liable to diftrefs as well
as you. And thercfore they are like to
bear their (hare in feveral forts of fuf-
ferings : And fofriendthip will make their
fufferings to be yours: Their ﬁckncﬁ'c;
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ind pains, their fears and _griefs, ‘their
wants and dangers will all be yours.
And the more they arc your hearty
Friends, the more they will be yomrs..
And fo you will have as many additions
to the proper. burden of your gricfs, as.
you have fuffering Friends: When you.
do but hear that they are dead, youfay
s Thomas, Joh. 11. 16, [Let #s alfo go
tat we may die with bim] And having -
many fuch friends you will almoit 3l-
ways have onc or othcr of them in di-,
trels; and fo be feldom free from for-
row; befides all that which is properly -

your own. : . |

16, Laftly, if you-have a Friend that
isboth true and ufeful,. yet you inay be,
fure- he muft ftay with you but a lictle
while. The godly men wik ceafe, .and the.
faithful [all from. among the Children, of

anddouble hearts furvive, and the wic ed
walk on every (ide while the vileft men are.
txalted, Plal. 12, 1,2, 8. while rwafml '

of falfe malicious mgn, are left round. a-
bout you, perhaps God will take -away

G
' ‘* 3

wew, while men of lysng fisstering lipts "

your deareft Friends: 1f among a mylgle g
tude of unfaithful oncs, you hsve but. . . .73
ane that is your friend indsedy pcﬂggg i
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God will take away that one. He may be
feparated from you into auother Conniry
or taken away to God by Death, Not
that God doth grudge you the mercy of
a faithful Friendy but that he would be
your All, and would not have you hurt
your felves with too much affedtion to
any Creature, and for other reafons to
be named anon.

And to be forfaken of your Friends,
is not all your afflitvion 5 but to be fo for-
Taken is a great aggravation of it, 1.For
they ufe to forfike us in our greateft fuf-
ferings and (treights, when we have the
greaseft need of them. .

2. They fail us moft at a dying hour,
when all other worldly comfort faileth:
'As we muft leave our houfes, lands and

wealth, fo muft we for the prefent leave -

our Friends: And asall the reft arcfil
ly comforters, when we have once recei-
ved our citation to appear before the
Lord, fo alfo are our Friends but filly
Comforters: They can weep over us, but
they cannot with all their care, delay the
:;eparating ftroak of death, one day or
hour.

Only by their prayers, and holy advice,

remembring us cf everlafting things, and
- vl ‘ prqgolﬂ“g

are moft faithful in our Duty,and

 with God in folitude. 15
provoking us in the work of preparation,
they may prove to us friends indeed.
And therefore we muft value a holy, hea.
wnly, faithful friend, as one: of thegreat-
ot Treafures upon Earth, And-while
we take notice how #s mew they may
forfake us, we muft not deny but thatas
S«ints they are precious, andof fingular
ufe tous; and Chrift ufeth by them to .
communicate his mercies; and if any
Creatures in the World may be bleffings
tous, it is holy perfons, that have -moft
ofGod in their hearts and lives:

3. And it is an aggravation of the
Crofs, that they often fail us, whenwe
ftumble .
moft upon the moft excellent ats of our
thedience. | »

4. And thofe are the perfons that ‘oft.
times fail us, of whom we have deferv-
« beft, and from whom we might have
expelted moff. . |

Review the experiences. of the choi-
tclk Servants that Chrift hath had in the

‘World, and you fhall - find. enough to

confirm you of the vanity of man, and
theinfability of the deareft Exiends How
highly was Arhanafins cfteemed ? and yet
at lat deferted iand banifhed "emtlt)\l




. impatient of his plain reproofs? Wha
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the famous Conflantine himfelf! How.ex-
cellent a Man was Gregory Nazianzene,
and highly valyed in the Church? and
yet by reproach and: difcouragements
driven away from his Church at Con-
fawtinople whither he was chofen: and
envyed by the Bifhops round about him,
How worthy a man was the cloquent
Chryfofters, and highly valued in the
Church! And yet .how bitterly was he
profecuted by Hierome and Epiphanins;
and banifhed, and dycd in a fecond ba-
nithment, by the provocation of Fadi.
ous contentious Bithops, and an Emprefs

perfon more generally, cfteemed and ho-
noured for learning, piety and peaccable.
nefs then Melanchekon? ~and-yet by the
Contentions of Illyricks and his party,
he was made aweary of his life. As
highly as Calvin was (deferyedly) valued
at Geneva, yet once in a popular lunacy
and difpleafure,they drove him out of
their City, and in contempt of him fome
called their Dogs by the name of Calvin;
(though after they were glad to intrest
him to. return.) How much otr Grindal
and Abbor were clteemed, it appeareth
by their advancement to the Archbiﬂmqp‘-‘
R {4
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ickof Canterbary And yet who know-

eth not that theis eminent piety fufficed

a0t to keepthem from dejeéting frowns !

Mdif you fay, that it is no wonder if

with Princes through intereft, and with
Peple through levity, it be thus [
mig{:t keep up inftances o{ the like uo-
toitinels of particular Friends: But all
Hiltory and the cxpericnces of the moft, .
do fo much abound with them, ‘that L
think it necdlefs. Which of us mutt not
fay with David that [all men are lyars]
Pl 116, that is, deceitful and unmirafly,
cither throngh unfaithfulnefs, weaknefls
or infufficiency; that cither will forfakg
15, or cannot help usin, thetime of nced ?
Was ('brift forfaken in his extremity
by his own Difeiples, to teach us what
to expeil, or bear? Think it not. ftrange
then to be conformed to your Lqrd in
this, as well as in other parts of h:s-,hu-»
miliation, Eapelt that Men (hould prove
deceitful: Not that you fhould entcrtain
cenforious fufpicions-of _your...pmlwnldf
fritnds: But remember in genera -thﬂg
Man is frail, and the beft too fclﬁ(:;x an..f
wncertainy and that it is no wonaet if '
thofe fhould prove your 8"3““ griely -

_ higheft expeQar
'from whom you had the ?ug e gions.
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tions. Are you better then Fob, or Dy.
vid, or Chrit? and arc your Friends
more firmand unchangeable then theirs?

Corlider, 1. That Creatures muft be
fet at a fufficient diftance from their
Creator, All-fufficiency, Immutability
and indcfeékible fidelity, are proper to
Jehovah, As it is no wonder for™ the Sun
tofet or be Eclipfed, as gloriousa body
as itis 5 fo it is no wonder for a Friend,
a pious Friend, to fail us, for a time,in

the hour ofour diftrefs. There are fome
- that will not : But there is none but may,
if God thould leave them to their weaz-
nefs. Man is not your Rock: #e hath
no flability but what is derived, depen-
dant, and uncertain,and defectible. Learn
therefore to reft on God alone, andlean
not too hard or confidently upon any
mortal might. |

2. And God will have the common in:
firmity of man to be known, that fo the
weakeft may not be utterly difconraged, nor
take theimweaknefs to be gracelefné,whilﬂ
they fee that the ftrongeft alfo have their
snfirmities, though not fo great as theirs,
If any of God’s Servants livesin conftant
holinefs and fidelity,without any (hakings
or ftumbling in their way, it would tcfmpﬂ

: ome

wihan 3 and of his moft
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tmefelf-accufing troubled Souls, to think
dut they were altogether gracelefs, be-
aufe they are fo far (hort of others. But
chenwe read of a Peters denying his
fiufter in fo horrid a mannct, with {wear-
iigand cu:fing that he kntw not the man,
Mat, 26, 7.4 And of his difimulation af[td
mt walling uprightly, Gal. 2. and o la
Davids unfriendly andunrlgh;e%us cflc;’o.:
ing with Maphzboﬂmh, th:il ccea ndo t}r?a;
therous dealing with Uriab, @ faithfu
and deferving Subjeéts 1t may both a-
hate our-wonder and ,offence at the un«
hithfulnefs of our Friends, »s;md teachus
to compaffionate their frailty, hwhcn
they defere us ; and allo - fomewhat aé
bate our immoderate 'dejcﬁedpe% an
trouble, when we have fanllcd G ' o?
felves.

ma: OII\:itorcovcr, confider, how\thc.?z{‘-
onfuefs of that fim, Which s the rooz:d
caufe of fuch un aithfulneﬁs, “‘Fg‘: ndz .
manifcfted by ‘the fai!lnﬁ'of‘ our: h;';e s
God will have the-edionfnefs of ¢ iy
nants of our Self-love and Ca{:f: ey
sdnefs,and Cowardize appear: e oot
not difcern it in -the Seed an >

+aftaitin the Fruits:
ifwe did notfecand teReisin e

i
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Seeing without Zafing will not fuffic.
ently convince us. ~ A Crab looks g
beautiful as an Appic; but when you
taffe it, you better know the difference,
When you muft your felves be unkindly
uled by your Friends, and forfaken by
them-in your diftrefs, and you hgve

taffed the Fruits of the Remnants of
their Worldlinels, Selfithne(s and Carnal

Fears, youwill better know the odiouf.
nefs of thele Vices, which thus. break
forth againtt all Obligations to Godand
you, and notwithftanding the Light, the
Confcience, and peghaps the Grace, that
doth refift them, ' 't

4. Are you not prone to overvalye
and overlove your Friends? [f fo, is
not this the meereft Remedy for your
Difeale? Inthe loving of God, we are
inno danger of Excefr; and therefore
have rio need of any thing to guench- it.
And in the loving of the Godly purely up-
on the account of Chriff, and in loving
Saints as Sasnts, we are not apt to.go
too far. But yct our Underflandings may
miftake, and we may think that Saints

have more of {an&ity than indeed they
- have; and we are cxceeding apt to mix

a Selfify Common Love with that which
: B B ('
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i Sphitual and Holy 3 and at the ';;“a
ﬁmc, when we love a Chriftian

(hriflian, we are apt not only to love

him (as we ought) but to ovgriowdl;)x’n;t
wcaufe he is our Frieid, an mf[m‘al
Thofe Chriftians that have nod r;; cidl
Lwe to us, we arc apt to.tlm ¢ e
ind ::eglcc'f,dan'd l}(:\'c ﬂg'r]rt\ tl})]f) (%v:hat cir
to'inels and worth s DU w
think extirely love nsy W€ l:l)v.cn n&a::: &L‘::;
rofer Worth, as they ftand 1

love
of God: Not but that W€ mdy
thofe that love us, and ach »ﬂ}l; :.0:;'
tothat which is purely forthe ?n' o
Chrift; tut we fhguld I:OPt lec our own
Intereft prevail and ovevtop U5 TS
o”f’gl'\fnfg, nor love ariy fo mach rfOf lz%.!
ws, as for loving Chrift : Anc}‘ i hwf{ ol
s wonder if God fhall ufe. fuc e
dies as he feeth  mect, to abate our €X:

fith Love. )
wrg)ohfot‘highly arc we apt te think

of all that Good whichis found in thofc

fy AN
who are the higheft effeemers of #ry

- haps in it
mofk dearly love usy when per
(elf itcizr{)tlt fomc’ ordinary 0004, or

(' 1 ls Wthh iS
1 X 100( n: ) A
ordmar Dem ¢ce Of

T hel ' fiftibl
in them? Their Love to us unret Anzl*

‘ cm
procyreth our Love to ticl whene

the Intereft -omist
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when we love them, it is wonderfyl to
obferve, how cafily we are brought to
think well of almoft all they do, and
highly to value their Judgments, Graces,
Parts and Works: When greater Ex-
cellencies in another perhaps are fearce
obferved, or regarded but ‘as a common
thing : And therefore the deltrution of

.wantof Love, is apparent in the vilifying

Thoughts and Speeches, that moft Men
have onc of another ; and in. the low

clteem of the Judgments, and Performan.

ces, and Lives of other Men; (much

more in their Contempt,Reproaches, and
cruel Perfecutions.)

of Chrittians as fuch, and in our common
Charity to all, yea, and in our juft

Fidelity to our Friend; yet would he

have us fufpe@ and moderate our fclfith
and excellive Love, and inordinage para
tial efteem of one above another, when
it is but for our felves, and on our own
account. And therefore as he will make
us know, that we our felves are o fuch
excellent Perfons, as that it fhould make

~ another{o laudable, or advance his worth,

becaufe he loveth usy fo he will make
us

Now though God
will have us encreafe in our love of Chrift’
in his Members, and in our pure love.
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sknow, that our Friends, hwhon&] ev:c.
servalue, are but like .otler' om.c
liwe exalt them too hlgh y tra ot
deem, it is a fign that God mu

them down.

And as their Love to gs
msit that made us fo exale them; fo

teir unkindnefs or unfaithfulncs to us,

i the fittek means to bring thgmég\dvci;
inour cftimation and affection. Sod is
wry jealous of ‘our hearts, as 0 o
wervaluing and  overloving an;:i Ao
Creatures. What we give m?r e‘way
and exceflively to them, 1s o(rin way
o other taken from . him, and §iven

is . Jnju fore to hig _
. his;Injury, and thercfore B i
;ll‘ise?cgo ’l:JS Jl;gh';’i Lnow, that to be -

i : ial afw
id of natural, friendly or - focia

'f:&ions,.is an odious c;.(trcm% ?(1‘1: :tlt\se
aher fide; yet God will re }‘\Jnd ut,
il we are guilty of Excels. o e
the greater and more INCXCUIA efc lt
to over.love the Creature, bejmix H
Love to Ged is fo cold, an harey
kindled and keptalive. He c;m(\;un ake
it well to fee us dote uponf_mc dne
hailty like our felves, at the dl‘s i
when all his wondrous ku}dnl:u 7 e
itraive goodnefs, do cau E D ieh
3 faint and languid Love to M, FEL
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Kiczzrfc!vcs can fcarcely feel. If there.

o {hc,vc::\:; !L:stb}] permitting ourFriends
- at they are, and how lit

t(t:;:,'r hdc{)crvc {uch exceffive Love (whte];

cod arl ) l:t;lc)__nt-is no mote wonder

an 1¢ is, that he is tender of his Glory:

and mesciful to” his Servants Souls,

5 By the failing and un‘aithfulne
E : s of
2;\::'{ Fl’l.lclnds, thg wonderful Patience of
o i\'ﬂ‘:l be obferved and honoured, as
ey fcf.vc.l both to thews and us.  When
e of_'ﬁd(; #s inour diftrefs, (efpecially
phe Gvs :l: uffer for the Caufe of Chrift)
I s o] that they injure qore than
L fl},_c .;_hcrcfore if be beax.with them
ent orgive their Weaknefs upon Re:
pe ance, why fhould not we do {o!
at are muchlefsinjured? The worldy

perfideoufnefs (hould make us thi
us thin
gz\;v gtljc(;;t and wonderful is the patlslt
becreh od, that beareth with, and
oearet! up fo vile, ungrateful, treacher.
ous | ﬁcn_ that abufe him, to whom they
m'«kén nitely obliged? And it {hould
cl;cromufsl conficler, 'when Men deal trea.
Mmere Mly with us, How great is that
donc‘{ that hath born with, and par.
havc(d greater wrongs, which I'my felf
onc to God, than thele can be
which

’

{o remeinber  how Al we hive

fuceefs.
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qhich men have.done to me!: It was
the remembrance of David's Sin, that
had provoked God to raifc up his own
fon againft him (of whom he Had been
ofond) which made him {o eafilybear
fe Curfes and Reproach of Shivwel,
it will make us bear abufe from others,
dealt
sith God, and how ill we have defer-
wd at his hands our felves. :
6. And I have obferved another of
he Reafons of Goil's permitting the
filing of our Friends, in the feajon and
I¢ is, that the Love of onur
Friends may not binder ws when we are
called o fuffer or die. When we over-
lwe them, it teareth our very hearts
o lcave them: And therelore it is a
frong tcmptation to diaw us from our
Duty, #nd to be unfaithful to the caufe
of Chrift, left we (hould be: taken from
out too-dear Friends,  or left our fuf-
fering caufe their too-much Griqf. It
ig o hard a thing to dic with willing-
nefs and peace, that it muft nceds be
a mer¢y to be {ived from the Jmpedi-
ments which, ake, us backward: AD
the ‘exceffive Love of Fricnds and Relaa

tions, is not the leaft of thefe Impeci-
| ' . ments,
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ments. O how loth is many a one to.

die, when they think of parting wi
W:tc_,~or Husband or C.hilc?ren, gr'dégz
and faithful Friends! Now I have often
obfetved, that a little before their death
orficknels, it is ordinary with God 1o
permit fome unXindnefs between fueh
too dear friends to arife, by which he
modcrated and abated their affettions,
and made them a great deal che willinger
to dyc. Then we are ready to fay, it i
time for me to leave the World, when
not only the relt of the World, but my
dearcft Friends have firlt forfaken me!
This helpeth us to remember our deareft
_everlatting Friend, and to be grieved
at the heart that we have been no truer
our felves to him, who would not have
forlaken us in our extremity, And fome.
times it makes us ev’n weary of the world,
and to fuy as Elias, Lord take away my
Life, &¢. 1 King 19. 4. 10, 14» When
we mult fay, I thoughtI had one friend
left, and Behold even he forfaketh me in
my difttefs, 7 Asthelove of Friends in-
tangleth our affo@ions to thi; World;fo to
be weaned by their unkindnefes from out
Friends, isa “great help to loofen us from
the World, and proveth oft q very great
‘ | mercy

oad
=2 i . “!,l
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mercy to a Soul that is ready to depart, "
And as the friends that Love us moft,
and have moft intereft in your eftcem and
Love, may do more than others, in témp-
ting us to be unfaithful to our Lord, to
to cntertain any errour, to commit any
fin, or to flinch in fuftering; fo when

God had permitted them to forfake us,,

and to lofe their too great intereft in us,
we arc fortified againft all temptations
from them. I have known where a for.
mer intimate friend hath grown ftrange,
and broken former friend(hip,and quick-
ly after turned to fuch dangerous ways
and crrours, as convinced the other of
the mercifulnefs of God, in weakning his
temptation by his friends defertion ; who
might elfe have drawn him along with
him into fin, AndI have often obferved,
that when the husbands have turned from
Religion to Infidelity, Familifm, ot
{ome dangerous herefic, that God hath
‘permitted them to hate and abufe their
wives {o inhumanly, as that it prefer-
veth the poor wonien from the tempta-
tion of following themin their Apoftafic
ot fin: When as fome other women with
whom their husbands have dealt more
kindly, havebeen drawn away with them
into pernicious paths, Thercfore

€
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‘Thercfore fill I muft fay; we were
undone if we had the difpofing of our

own conditions, It would helong before

we thou'd have been willing our felves
to be thus unkindly dealt with by our
fricnds: And yet Goithath made.it 1o
many a foul, a notable met s of preier-
wing them from being undone for ev.r.
Yea the wnfaihfuluels of all our friend:,
and the malice and cruelty of a1l our ene-
mies, dothus not ulially fo much harm,
as the love end temptation of fame one de-
luded c:rirg friend, whom weare rcady
to follow into the a:lf, ~

7. Laftly, coafider thatit is net def-
yrable or [uitable to.our flate, to have too
miuch of our comfort Ly any creatitre : Not
only becaufe it is moft pure and {weet
‘which is moft immediatcly fiom Godj
but alfo becaufe we are very proncto
over-love the Creature 3 and if it thould
‘but feem to he very comaodious to us,by
ferving our neceflitics or defires, it would
feem themore amiable, and therefore be
the ftronger (hare: The work of morti.

fication doth muich confitt in the aanikt:-

Tation or deadnefs of all the Creatures 2
to any power to draw away our hearts
from God, ot to entangle us and dctain

‘ us
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‘%from our duty.. And the more excel-

knt and lovely the: Creature appearcth
tous, the lefsitis dead tous, or weto
it; and the more will it be able to hinder
or enfnare’ us. S
When you have . well confidered all
thefe things, I fuppofe you will admire
the wi'dom of God in leaving you un-
der this kind of tryal, and weaning you
from every creature, and teaching you
by his Providence as well as by his word,-
0 Ceafe from man, whofe breith isin his
nfirils 5 for wherein ishe to be acconnted
of? 7 And you will fee thatit’s no great
wonder that cortupted fouls, that live in
other fins, thould be guilty of this un-
fiithfulnels to their fricnds : And that he
that dare unthankfully trample upon the
unfpeak:bie kindnels of the Lord fhonld
deal unkindly with the-beft of men. You
mike ro great wonder at other kind of
fins, when you fee the world continually
commit them 3 w hy then {tould you make
a greater or a ftranger matter of this than
of the re®k? Aie yeu better than God?
Mutt unfaithfulnefs ¢o you-be made more
hainous, than that- untaithfulnefs 20 bim,
which yet you daily fec and flight ? ‘The
leaft wrong toGod is a thoufandfold more
, D than

!
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than the greatet: that.can . be dom
to you, as fuch. . Have you-dope. ghat
for your neareft friend, which God hagh
done for hil and ‘you,:and all men?
Their obligations to you are nothing in
comparifon of their great.and manjfold
obligations to God....-- . : i<

And you know that you have more
wronged' God, your.felves, thanany man
cver wronged yox: -And -if -yet, for all
that be bear with yow, have you no
great reafons to bear withothers?
~* ¥ea, you have not been -innocentig-
wards men your felves; Did 'you never
“wrong or fail ancther.? Or rather, g
you not apter to fee and-aggravate, the
wrong that othersdo to'you, than that
which you have done to -others ? Mgy
you not call to mind your. own negleds,
and fay, -as - Adonizebeck, Judg. 1.7
L. Threefcore and ten Kings. having theit
thumbs and their great soes cut off, gatherdd
their meat under my table : As.Ihavedont,
fo'God hath requited me.] Many a on
“have [ failed or wronged : ‘snd no.won
‘derif others fail -and wrongme.]

Nay unfait!
-ful and ‘injurious to your felvesy than evt
. -any othér ‘hath been to-you.. Nofriend

B F
o ',“.‘l;_-}

wisl

-

mind or leifurd, ior.aggravate thefa

you have been much:nore unfaith}

with God'-in folide, 33

e {o near you, as yowr feluess None .

had fuch-a charge of yous: -None had
fuch helps and advantages to do you good
o hurt ¢ And yet:all.the  Edentics you.' .

have-in the world, even:in Earthor Hell,.. .-

have not wronged andi-fiurt 'you half fo
much as you-have done Foutdelves:iQy
methinks thé man gr-womanithat knowe
eth themfelvesy. arid ‘khoweth whaty it is
to Repent 5 that ever faw ahe:gredsnefs
of their fin and foily, fhould have nogreit -
of their friénds, to;thé injuries ofgheir. -
ehemies, confideving what they havepros -
4¢d to-themfelvesIHave I fosfeited mydbn -
[ulvation, and defervad everlafting wrath,

and fold my. Suviour:and wy Sotilforfo i

bale a thing'as Gnful-pleafure; < and (hsll

Iever makesawohder of ity thatdnorhir -

man. doth mafome temporalibiricp Wis

any friead fo peanto me-as my felf?:Qr. -

more obliged:torme?: O (inful fouly:let
thy.own, tather then thy friends deceit and

treachery, 1and negleéls; be the: mattee . - .

of thy difpleafurey: wonder-and: domy
plaineg! it ¢ bt eyl
~ And let thy Confirmity hereinto Jeid
Chrift, be thy holy ambition and delights
Not as it is sy [ufferingy nor:ag it is.cav- -

,.

ioffs |
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82 . Of Converfing . "
fed by mens fin: but as it is:thy Confirimyy
~ and fellowthipin the fufferings. of thy
Lord, andcaufed by hisLove. - .
- Ihavealreadyithewed you that fuffir.
.ers for Chrift, are in the higheft forms.
mong: his ‘Difciples.  The Order of hiy
followers-ufually is- this; 1. At our'en
trance, -and in. the:lowelt form, weiare
exertifed with the fears: of -Hell, dnd
-Gods. difpleafure, and in the. Worksiof
Repentance. for the fin that we hawe
-done.. 2. Inthe fecondform, we come
to'think more {erioufly of the:Remedy,
. and to:enquire what we fhall doito belJCt ] _
“faveds :and to underftand:better: whit]j the:progrefs of the: Gofpely
.Chrift hath dene and fuffefed, and whit ;M&Xa.d :Othiersisi. AR 4.
¢he isiand will be to us; and to valuchin gfi-‘_?t,neSW?\rl,., ¢ “d eh
- Tand his love and grace. ‘And here we ?‘9“3-' ouls of 8O “? e
-ate much. enquiring .how wé may know ‘
.ouf ewnfincerity, andour intereft-in
" Chrift; and are labouring for fome af.
furance, and ‘looking:: after figns:.of
' Grace, ;3. In the next.form or order
;' we are-fearching after furcher: Know
- ledge, and: labouring better :to undpr
ftand the myReries of Religion, andto
gietl abochth‘(cl ‘l‘{udit;_lcnts and firft P‘i.i""
~ciplest  And here if we efcape turning] ©° S ot
bare (Opinionits or Hereticks by 1ié orfudy more the gues, =
. CT fnaref, S

well. 4. In the next form we:fot oar

to digeft it ally and.torn, it.into frerger
Faith, and -Lsve,..and Hope, and-greater
Humility, Patierices. Self-denialy: Morts:

more watchfully- and holily;:and:to-be
mote in holy Duty. : g In:the next:

Churches ‘welfare, ~an¢l.-long: 'mOr’ce;:'g:

tefpatially to
o for. the Cone

ong and ‘lnx out-iour.1¢ly
verfion . and.

that Reljgjon which.we have chofen, by

to Godlinefs, buttoth Tubferve our ats

N,
~

felves_to the fuller . improvement - of all -
out ‘further degrees of Knewledge ; and ;-

feation; and contetaps- of BarthlyVanis
ties, and_hatred, of -Siny and 'to. walk

form - we grow., to be more:-publick- -
fp{ritedv:, To: {at: our- Hearts on ‘the *

and for-the. .

Salvation of ignarapty fg,. .

cure, unconvertéd Souls..” The. ,‘,c__q'g@ o
.mfeit of this,_ fj,w_‘-_gAn caggor d¢ |.,-.e._.. o
to Profelyte others to, out Opinions:0p.

" AR
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fare of Controverfic. o, Curlofity, it

the diredkion of, Flefh and Bloodh .08
which.is .nog of- Gols - 00 ACCOF ding .y |

3 e -
tl Ends, -..Inthenest foim WEI -




§4  Of Converfing =
- Kove of God in Chrift, and to relifh
and admire that Love, and to be takn
up with the goodnefs and ‘tender met.
. cies of the Lord, and to be kindlin
the Flames of holy Love to him that »hatg
thus Joved us; and to keep our Sovk
in the Egercile of that Love : And with.
al to live‘in:Joy, and Thanks, and Praife
to him thathath redeemed us and loved
-~ us. - And allo, by Faith' to converfe:it
Iileav%n;’: a!gcil tohlive.-}ﬁ molg;cgm;m;;ll@
- tion, benolding the Glory of the Fathet ! ot
and the Rcdce%net'fin thdYGlzifs‘, :whichi § foig: - -And: ulbally God doth ﬁ“‘?’- L
figted to our ‘prefent ufe;!tifl we -comd | md exercile- hig'youpg dnd, weal -:i.‘.’,’-‘f’* 7
- #o fee him face to face.:: Thofe sthis v?’th the ‘tryalg of the frongs nOE ! g‘ -
are the higheft in ‘this form, dofo walk } his Intantg ori!fa hard- a feryice, Wor .
w300, and born in Love, and S8 vie thef in the front ‘ot hottetiof the
fo much‘dbove ‘inferiony “Vanities; - 'a‘gc‘t\el; ag’ N doththe ripe'confimed - .
arc fo- donvetfant by. Faith in ‘Heaves | chiltiane. T ’

it by Fajtl iftjang, " The fufferings-of teir in-*
‘that ‘thelr ‘hearts even dwell there, dnd Chriftiang, T{;pdﬁa

withGod in folitwde.  §§
wileth up againfbhim, forourheartss
vgnd in beat;ing.the fulleft witnefs tohis
Truth and-Caufe, by conftantenduring,
though to the. Death, Notbutthatthe
wakeft that ave fincere, mufd fuffer for .
griff, if he call them to it, - Margyr- -
dm it felf isnot ig:o_p.er to:the’ firon
Bilievers: - Whoeyer forfaketh - not all
that he hath for -Chrift, -eannot be his
with that Faith and Love foremention-
¢d, and in ghat manner, isproperto the

. ‘ard Doubtd- and: Bedrs doth take dp
there they long to be ‘forever. 7. And H’,’é{,d p_qhbti% the frong 'that Ordinarily
§in the higheft form in the Schaol of § e called to' Suffthit .3‘f¢l{"é‘b}'l,;_. ar
hrift, we firmed 8 1qin ey bigh Degree ; | have digreft
Faich and Love, 4n Sufferings, - efpecially thus far to''maké it plai Lhat.
Yor Chrit. < In following him without § (s E orifoknile V' to c&,ﬁ fﬁqd'ﬁﬂﬂ}?ﬁ?]{‘
nd being conformed tohim, and § yif i’ i “his Safferings,, in d0y. nota-
glorifying ‘God: it thetfulieft ‘éxercitt § 4, degree, is the lot of his bef confirmitd
-and “difcovery of his Graces in’*'u;cf and | h ! and
, | : " his Difciples: And
7 - tandeth .ngl}?ol, among D 4 p therefore

Chritt, weare exercifing this -confirmed | .
fi"to you, that: -
Lrof8; and -beinhg conformed to him, and § : !
, | Rt musy sl B g, 000 and the higheft form in his . '
inqn a@ual trampling "upon “anehit | opoc)
N AR



56 . Of Converfing.”
therefore not to be mordmatcly feared
or abhorred, nor to be the matter of
impatiency, but of holy joy; angd in
fuch infirmitics we may glory. Andif
it be fo of Su{{ormg: in- the general (for
Chrift) then -is it {o of this particular
fort of Suffering, even to. be forlaken
of all our beft and ncareft, .dearch

' Friends, whea we come to be moft

- ferings for the Caufe of Chrift (t‘\ongh

abufed by the Enemies.

For my own part, I muft confels that “

as I am much. wanting.in other parts

CO me 0

It is not.long fince I found my
a low (if not.a doubtixg) cpfe

bcc;mi"
J had fo few Encmies apd:fo

ittle; $ufs

I had much of ather forts: ;). And now
that doubt is removed by the multitule,

-of Furies which God hath.:let loofe a.

gainft mé. But yet, mctl inks, . whxlc
y Friends themfelves are }o fnmd.y to

- me, | am much fhort of what I tlunk

1 mult at laft attain to.

Ly

w:tb God :ﬁ\ fditude. ”

I PR TR o bt ok
ur let us look ofurthes: in. the.

5 Text, and fee what. is:1the. Cm/b
he failing -and forfalqng , Chrift mth

Diftiples 5 and what: it is: that: tbq

- nkc themfclves to; wh?:n t cy eave

) [Tc fhall be j'cmcrcd omry MM ”
bu Own.] .. B

lithnefs thercfore m this .-hour : of
aiptation did: preyails, They. had :be-

fo T:take: Motsiiforfakene 511 : mofolou hl’lﬁsvi‘;ﬂ?
ARG left, chein P ”“tc}"mm” ramiliesh
WS hm Eﬂates, thelr

£ 991,« IQ )}

biy to be the cmm, yet tbev'-dfﬂamﬁ:

with: too  catnal Expeﬂauoos of beia
great men on Eayth; when Chrift fliop g
begin his Reign. - - And -therefore whsn
they faw “his apprehenfion and igno-
minious fuffering, andthought now; ; 0y
were fruftrate of theifhopesy they %ﬂq
o repent ;that they had. zfollq 3\%
(though notiby Apﬁftaw and ApIA

- Rl or;’ plsnary ch#nge ¢ of nd ¥8
~afbya fud%l;n ,p‘{\ﬂ'xonqtc,,vfﬂsm ul: ‘9959"

Vg iix
But [

enﬁon, whjchvam% \w hed W‘

S,

“Self-Denyal .was not perfcf.l in them. -

ofa vifible .Rin 3dom; :end. did all .this




wvith Godin folitude. 59"
4 matter of cofitention ; .and are fo -
war them, that they can for the fake
if thefe caft off the - pearclt Friend.
Contralt no {pecial friendfhip with a.
(fith man: Nor put Bo -confidénce
ihim, whatever Friendfhip he ma
plofefs. He: s 'fo*‘“donﬁh&;}f to’ h\mfcl hy

R8 . 0f Converfing
formed its part. They now beginto
tiink, that they had Jives of their Om
to fave, and famihes of their Own to
tind, and bufinefs of their Own to do.
They had before forfaken their private
Interefts and Affwirs, and gathered them.
felves to Jefus Chrift, and lived in Com-
munion with him, and one another. But
now they return to their Trades and
Callings, and are [eattéred every Mur
to his ﬁwn. ro S

- Selfifuneft is the great Enemy of-al
Socictiey, of all Fidelity: and/Friend(hip.

- Thereisno trofir that patfon in who
it is predomidants” And thé Remnants
of it where it dothr riot Reign; .do maké
inen wallt unevenly and unftedfatly
towards God and men, -They will eer
tairly deny both God and their Friends,
in a time of tryal who arenot able t

- deny themfelves: Or rather, he nevet
~was a real Friend to any, that is pre-
dominantly felfih. They have alway
“forae inteteft of their Owa, which theit

of at beft as & Benefadtes: He ldv¢th'

3

then vou have dore’ feeding him, he:
hath d%ne léﬁing‘yo'ﬁi"'wheﬂ_ you ‘}V‘_h
10 more for bivs, he Hath 10 mexe foF
y”.". S e Yoo l. l:‘\a ' : ; " not B
Oisteer, B’ (fomt wik fa)) 4 2 ]
the -'fal]fenefs-of oy Priond shat 1 SamTs
biit the féparat}:?,, m} tg: lofs ef oms t bt
Friend 'muflt needs contradiét, or is in s moft faithful ' AV [ORNY - arte
fafhcierte bt favidfie. Their Houfes)| teitfulnef: ’_."’f‘,"fl.’”‘;" ‘i’-‘;{".\ g;faf:‘}fmbur
lieir Lerids, ‘theit. Moneys, their«Chil- f".f',_"f""; '7”9f"."' z:t;: .one true frieh
dréni, théle Honout, or fomethirg which] ¢ finkers, - I 'na Flf fe‘ckm’-af'dﬂd that
they call theli-Own, -wm%b‘ftequem;lﬂ aming abnndaircé of JT ot
° . S . : '. t e -

-




‘wan that I can iruff or take much com-
fore in. -

6o Of Converfing -
one is- deady or taken from me, and I gy
bsfe as in aWilderne[s,having no mortal

Anfw. Is this your cafe ? 1.pray you
anfwer thefe few QueRions, .and fuffer
the truth to -have its proper ‘work up,
on your mind. .~ .- . .- .

Queft. 1, Who was' it that deprived you
of your Friend ?- Was it not God ?-ﬂi;\
not he that gavc him you take him from
you? Was it not his Lordand Qwner
that call'd him home ? -~ And .can Gad
doany thing injurioufly or amifs?. will
you not give him leave to do; as he it
with his own ? Dare you think that
there was wanting cithes Wifdom or
Goodneft, Fnftice or Mercy.in God’s dil-
pofal of your Friend?. - Or -.will you
ever have Reff, if you.canngt have Refl
in the Will of God ? R

2. How know you what fin your Friend
might have fallen into,  sf be bad lived
as long as you wonld have him?  Youl
fay, that God could have preferved hig
from. fin; .It's true:  But God prefeys
veth fapientially, by means,, . as well.@
omuipotentially :  And fometime he feeth
that the teraptations to that peslon are

© like;

might have {uffered

by the ynnaturalng(e

with Godinfolisnde. ‘6 I
like to be .fo firong, and hisCorcupsion

ke to get fuch advantage, apd that no
::)l:a'oé tgs fo. it as Death it felf, for hxs
pefervation. And. if God, had permit-
i&d your Friend by temptation.go have
fallen into fome fcandglous fin, o courle
of evil, or into errors, -or falfe. ways,

it : ‘ Lworfe
would it notshavq ‘been, much wor
than Death to him . end- you-?- God
, you{) Fn??dd;hag
was fo faithful, to have been itea an
fhaken {s Pei,u;-.s,was,_.amk,t,q‘bam. 9?!‘5;}14
his Lord 3 and te have feemed «40yont
oo Eyes, as odious 8. he \bs.forc_s.f.sﬂ:ty_:_d
jable.. ';[" Do emovdnt e h '\._Azi:-s S‘ 9
am;- HOWk[)OW 70” mh,ﬂ' ””k‘.“d';;'ﬁb' \"
your [felf, your dearefs. jend. .migok bave
been, guilty -of -1 Dlogeh \REXE: u,hgxm:.; |
frailry ane), ingonflancy in.many:kaa fmlv(.k.‘
are. wﬁﬂrs; ;ﬂf-, 0 Apd-«.&hﬂ&* i”'; d '”&Hﬂ
toots,of  Cqushiption, WAMOLEBEC) 1A
may’ fpring.mp. into bister Rt wm,i \ an
moft 'of, ‘us;svmdifcguﬁz r fhne ﬁ?ﬁ;«;ﬁ;
. i o | B LY N , vy
Many a Motherhat Y %m %h.‘.'- g’
. .- . . b and.
o, the iupkindngfsy of fuch, & Fusoanc,
-3'. ;f‘fhnynhad-..dicdxbﬂforsfa: would h‘,“’l‘
heen. lamented. by hers witht; great 1m-

! " How. confident ’
fpatxence_‘—'and_ cxccff-. How. c {oever-




with Gbd i folitdde. 63
hat-which broughit’ thefe:things to;
d:?sf 'tc:m yoti imagin how lamentably fad
Kls life would have been to Him; 10 'Havp’
fen the Church, the Golpel, -apd h;b-
Country in fo {2d a Eafc ? etpecially it
had been long of hitn? Many that hav;
inawares done” that which-hath t‘\!.linef
but a patticolar Friend, have livedin fo
‘much grief and ‘tyouble,y as .mac‘}{e; ;hgm.
confent that . death Thould: bath revenge
the injurcdiﬁn;-:hgm,-fand ‘coatllgaef;@ew
mifery. - What!then ‘would gt lHave L ;ijn-
1 have {éen "théi)ul’):vif:ﬁood‘ fubwerted;
d the faithfa): ayefwitimtd
z‘i‘td-‘the Gofpel h%ndrtﬂ;; ‘angfhtﬂy abu;
fiip changed-for deceit aad wanitey ;‘n )
for Confaience to have ibedn:daily ,t?; .
ing; [ I'had & hand qo:-4l} this {Mﬁgyl g
kindléd the fire ith‘n‘t}‘n‘:ltl;:Iaurﬁli'kuh.uw‘tf «?l‘
“ \What -comfoft tQti"youjvthp;g h‘;t«é
Friends if they had furived, wotkl add
found on' Earth? Unlefsic weee a;m g
fort to hear the Gomplainwofithe % s
ed, to fee and hear fach @n?\xs:f n o
fometimesvexed Tigh t;::\iﬁ ﬁbé‘;g ch ;nc-
s “orto heat of ¢ oF ong
}m:r:d,a:d the Apofkafie of “anqtl;u’ ';ﬂ(;
the finful compliances and dec‘;‘:ﬁggg .
third 5 and to be under temPHET

69 Ofﬁaﬂlyerﬁ”g W

foevetiyou may be of the future Fide.
lity of your Friend, you dittle khow
what tryal might have difcovered. Many
a“on¢ Hath failed Godand’Man that

once! were as confident of- themfilves, as
ever you were of - your: Priend.  “And

which of us fee not reafon to bé difs
troftfol ofour {elves? And can we know

another better than our fclves? ot pro.

mife more concerning him?-~ -~

i 44 How know you what grear calimity

wiight bave befallen your Friend, sf be bad

ved as Yonig ‘4 you -defired ? When the

Rightevis idetnto men to-pevifh, and mer:

ciful Men are taken away, it'is from the

evil ‘to come that they dre taken, /fa, §7.

1. How many: of my ‘Friends: hdve 1 &
‘mented as if thiey had dyed unfeafonably,
coricérning whow ‘fone! folowing Provi-
dence quickly thewied me, ‘thdeit would
have been a'ig¥ievouy ilfery -to ‘them to
have lived1onger <Little ko yout what

Calumities were matiitent 8n his Perfon,
his' Family, Kindked Neihibédrs; Qoun-
erk that would' have brokie his $hdantcs °
-WihatdFia Eriend &f youtsthad:drd itfl-
mediely before fore calamitous Tubver-
fion of a Kingdomy,' fomd ruites 'of thi
Church, e. And -if -ignorantly he'dh'ad
- : ' one.

mtdinmifkys N

proaches ¢
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64 Of Gonverfing -

Proachcs and afllictions themfelves? |
it a watter to be fo much lamented .thac
God hath prevented their greater mifc.
rics and wo?

§. What was the World to yowr Friends
while they didenjoyst 2 Or what is it now
or like to be hereifter to your fclvcs;
Was it {o good and kind to them, as that
you fhould lament their feparation from
it { Was it not to them a place of toil
and trouble, of envy and vexation, of
enmity and -poifon? of fucceffive carcs
and fears and griefs ¢ And worlt of all,
a place of fin? Did they groan under the
burden of afinful nature, a diftempered ‘
tempie |, troubled hvait of langui[‘hing;

¢ and weaknels of every gracey of there.
bukes of God,.the wounds of Confcience
and the malicc of a wicked VVorld ? An'j
would yaii have them uader thefe again?
Or is théir deliverance become your gricf?
Did you not often joyn in prayer with
them, for:deliverance from Malice, Ga-
lamitics, troubles, impeifedions, temp-
titions and Sin? And now thofe Prayers
are anfwered in their deliverance: Aund
do you now grieve at that which then
] you prayed for ? )
- f Dohthe VVorld ufc your felves fo well
and

vith God in folitude. 63
hat you -fhould be forry
s partake not otthe Fealt?

oaning from day to day
grieved that

nd kindly, s t
fut yous Fricnd
Yre you not gY
[ves ? And arc you .
riends are taken fremyour gricls?
) pleated with your own
you look into your
arc difpleated and complain
i lives, you are
When you look
Neighbour=
he Church,
o the World, you
And are
Friends are
{ednefs and
the Wozld
u? And would you
far from Reft

jou are nut W<

wien you look into yo!
iipleafed and comp'ain
mto your Families, into your
wds, unto your Frien
nto the Kingdom, unt
ro, difplcafed and complain :
wallo difpleal
ot under the fame difplea
omplaints as you? Is
d Reff or trauble to YO
we your Friends to beas

ds,untot

ed that your

ave fome Eafe and Peace
know what ftorms:
¢ days, you may
y fecl the gri-
which may mgke
clves, and make
Earth is no fe
ou confels that theyare
U(ed thae ave dead.in the Lord, #

And if youh
¢ prefont, you little
ueneat ! Yon may fee th
tar the tydings, you
ing gricfs and pains,
wou call for DC,"'Jh your
jou fay thata b
iy, and make y




with God in [olitude. §7
lees. And doyou pretend to Frien?ﬂnpd
adyet lament the rcmm:al of yout m?ct
o his greatelt happmg{s :' Dhq y(())\:n et
nore by your own gn)ovxng\ 15 c_m;c&
oy, then by cnjoying Goc m‘: e
bleflednefs 2 T his (hcw.mh .a ve Ziﬂu' :
pable defect cither in Faithor Fr:;'n. ﬁ“;; ;
:nd therefore hefeemeth not (1‘1””/.- -
and Friends, 1f Love teachet 1\(1(; Lo
pourn with them that mpnrn,anc fo re-
joyce with them that rcjoyccs c?or Lo
an a&t of rat¥onal Love 1O mo.ur{‘l“ c\;cr-
that are poficffed of the highe
Lafting joyes ? . L
7.gGad will not hononx h’m\];tliflfg l{f:hen

. but by many: He knowelll '
gi’s i’m\f)i’c doge: When ou;ianpds hfqu
fnihed all thee wod meenced inem for

when he put them into ;hc World(,1 lsfnt
not time for them to be gorey a‘nﬁ ?}:‘
others to take their plnf‘cs,) an(‘d nt"ll
their Work_allo in their time: Go ‘:l‘m
have a fucceflicn of his Serva?ts’m the
World, Would you not come ¢ ‘f‘)v\ N, dcu
give place to him that 15 1O f(; 1?3\; ?s/t(;
when your part i playcd‘, agc 1]::!'0 o
begin ? W Davidhzd n ¢3¢0, th .
heen no Selomon, 10 Y ckofl-aphaty MO

athy (% im and ho-
X kiah, no Foftah, to {ueceed hi 1ho
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in¢ from theiy Labowrs, and being paft
thefe troubles, griefs and fears. Many |
poor troubled Soul is in fo great diftref;,
ss that they t ke their own lives to have
tome tafte of Hell : And yet at the fame
time, are grieving becaule their friends
are ‘aken fiom them, who would have
been gricved for their griefs, and for
ought they know might have fallen in.
to as fad a ft.te as-they themfelvesare
now l.merting.

6. 0 yeu thnk it is fur the Hurtor
the go.d of your Friend, that he is remo-
ved hence 2 It cannot be for his Hurt
~unlefs he be in Hell. (At kaft, it is un-
certain whether to live would have been
for his Good, by an increafe of Grace,
and fo for greatcr Glory.) And if hebe
in Hell, he was no fit perfon for you to
- take much pleafure in upon Farth : He
might be indeed a fit Obje& for your
Comp iffion, but not “or your Complacenty.
Sure you are not undone for want of fuch
company as God will not- encure in his
fight, and you muft be feparated from for
cver. But if they be in Ieaven, you are
fearce their Friends if you would wifh
them th nce. Friendfhip hath as great re-
ipe&t to the good of our Friends as of our

' felues,
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nout God in the fame Throne. You my
as wilely grudge thar onc day only takes
not up all the Week, anl that the clock
{tr keth not the fame hour full, but pro.
ccedeth from one to two, fiom two to
three, e, as to murmur that one man
only continueth not to do the work of
his plage exel ling his Succeflors.

8. Tow muft: > have all your Mercies
by one Meffenger o 4and : God will not
have you confine your Love to one only
of his Servants:  And thetefore he will
not make one only ufeful to you: But
when onc hath delivered his Meflage snd
done his part, perhaps God will fend you
other Mercics by ‘another hand: And it
belongeth to him to choofe the Meflen.
ger who gives the gifu.  ond if you will
Childithly dote upoa the firft Mcflenger,
and fuy you will. have no more, your fro
wardnefs more deferveth Correction than
Compaflion: And ifyou be kept fafting
til) you can thankfully take your Food,
from any hand that your Father fends it
by, it is a CorreQtion very fuitable to
your {in. o

9. Doyou fo highly walue yonr Friends
for God, sr for them, or for your [elves, w
the final confiderntion 2 1€ it was for G';d;
: . wad
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what reafon of trouble have you,that Ged
hatii difpofed of them, according to his
witdoin and ancrring Will 2 thould yeu
not then be more pleafid that God hath
them, and employeth them in his high-
eft fervicey than difpleafed that yox viant
them ?
Butif you vilue them and fove them
for thomfcbues, they are now more lovel
when they are more perfe&t 3 and they
sre Rowgbtter for your content and joy,
when they have themfelves unchangeable
content and joy, than they could be in
their fin and forrows.
~ But if you valued and {oved them but
for your felueseonly, it is juft with God
to take them from you, to teach you to
value Men to righter ends, and upon bet-
ter confiderations : _And both to prefer
God before yout felves, and better to
urderftond the nature of tri:e Friend(hip,

and better to know that your ¢ wn felici--

ty isnot in tle hands of any Creature,

but of God alone. .
10. Did you improve your Friends while
you bad them 2 or did you only love
them, while you made ‘but little ufe
of them {or your Souls? If youufed them
not, it was jutt with Ged for all }:om;
oV
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Love to take them from you. They were
given youas your Candle, not only to
Love 15, butto work by the Liohr of it
And as your Garmentss not only 1o Loy
them, but Lo wear tliem y and as your mear,
not ouly to Love ity but .to feed upon i,
Did you receive their Countel, and heat
ken to their Reproofs, and pray with
them, und confer with them upon thofe
holy Truths that tenced o elevate your
min‘ts to God, and to iaflame yotr Breafts
with fucred [ ove? Jt not, be it now
known to you, thut God gave you not
fuch helps and maercies only to 1alk of,
or look uron, anl Love, but. alfo to. in-

prove for the benefit of your Souls.
1. Do yoru nut feem to forget both
where yas are y ur [clves, and where you
muft thortly and for ever live? Where
woulld you have your Fricids, but where
you mud be yorr fol es? Do youmouen
that they are takznhence 2 Why, if they
had {aiid bere a +hufand years, how little
ofthat time (hould you have had thei
Company ? Whean vou are almoft leaving
the Wotld yowr filves, would you not
fend your trealure before you to the
place where you muft abide ? How quick-
by will you pafs from hence to God,
| wlcre
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shere you {hall find your Fiicnds that
oo lamented as it they had been loﬂ,|
rdthere thaltdwell with them for cver 2
0 foolih Mourners! would you not
hwe your Friends at heme ! atthesr ham:i
ad your home, with thesr Father, an?
ar Fathers their Gody and your God:
#ill you not there enjoy them long ¢
ough! Can you fo much mifs them Jolx‘
me day, that muft live with them to all
Bernity ? And is not Eternity long e
nough for you to enjoy your Fricnds in :
bj. But 1 do nor knew whethber evey
bl there have any diffinét kr]owlcdge‘of
ihemy or love 1o them, and wh.wthcr Go
hall not there be fo far Al in 4//, &
¢ we [hall need or fetch #o comfort from

the Creattire. . '
Anfiv, There 1sno reafon for cither of

thefe doubts. For, :.'You cannnt()}[)ﬁlx
think that the knowleage of the JFra
fed (hall be more confuled or mperic t
dhan the knowlcdge of natural Mcn‘o
Earth, . We {hall know il more, mlt‘:
not fo much lefs, Heaven ex.a'?dc‘zh L;nrt
inknowledge, asmuch as 1t cOth in }oY.
2, The Angels in Heaven h:mclnol‘.luﬂ.}t
diftinét particularknowlcdgc of the le:

! R icularly intheir
Belicvexs 5 rejoycing Ptk conyexfien,
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‘ converfton, and beirg calied by Chrit
i hindelt [Treir Angels”] Therefore when
. we thall be equal 10 the Avgeliy we (hall
certainly know our neareft Friends thar
there dwell with us, and are employed
“ in the fime attendance,

i 3. Abrchani knew the Rich Man in
Hell, and the Man’ knew Abrabam and

i

il Lazarus: Therefore we thull have asdi
- ftinct a Knowledge.

?f,’j 4+ The two Ditiples knew A4fes end

) Elias in the Mount, whom they had ne.
ver feen before: Though it is polfble
Chrift told them who they were, ye
there is no fuch thing exprefled:  And
thercfore itis as probable that they knew
them by the Communication of their i
radiating a'ory. Much more fhall we be
then illuminated to o clearer knewle”ge.
s.lorsfaid exprefly. 1 Cor. 13, 10,11,
12. That our prefent Lyrwledge fhall be
done away only in regard of its imper.
feition 5 and not of it felf, which fhall te
parfeCt:d: Unbey thae which és pe fect i
comey then that which is in pare [hall be
done away:] As we put away childif
thoughts and [peeches, when we become
men: The change will be from [feeing
i glafs ] to [fecing face to fuee] and
: from
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from [kirowing in part] to[_knowing even as
we are kuown. ] .

2! And that we (hall both Know, and
Love and rejoyce in creatures cven in Hea-
ven, notwithftanding that God is all in
all, apearcth forther thus.

1. Chrift in his glorificd humanity isa
Creature : and yet there is no doubt but
all his members will there Know: and
Love him in his glorified humanity, with-
outany derogation from the glory of the
Deity, )

2. The Body of Clhrift will continue
its unity, and every mgmber will be {o
nearly related, even in Heaven, thatthey
cannot choofe but Kzew and Love cach
other.  Shall we be ignorant of the mem-
bers of our Body @ and not be concerned
in their felicity, with whom wearc fo
naclyone? , |

3. Theftatc and felicity of the Church
hercafter, is frequently defcribed in
Scripture as confiftent in Seciery, Itisa
Kingdom, the City of Gady the Heavenly
lerufalem + and it is mentioned a: part of
our happinefs to be of that fociety, Heb.
12,22, 23,24, G |

4 Thea,Sai‘é;s are called Kings them-

felves : and it is fai) that they fhall j:d%c
b E _ the

8
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the world, and the Angels (And Juding
in Scripture 1. frequently put for Gover.
wing ) Therefore, (whether there will e
another world of mortals which they th:ll
Govern as Anples now Govern wen; or
whether the Mifery of damned menand
Angels will partly confift in agbatza fub.
jeftion to the glorifisd “aints, s Dogs
now have ro men,or wicked reprobateson
Earth to Angles; or whether inrefpedtof
both thefe together, the Siints thull then
be Kings, and Rule ard Judge 5 or whe
ther it be only the participation of the
Glory of Chrift, that iscalled a Kingdom,
I will not here determine, but) it ismoft
clear that they will have a dittinit partie
cular Knowledge of the world, which they
themfelves muft judge; and fome concern.
ment inthat work.

It is put into the defcription of
the Happinels of the Saints, that they
fhall come from the Eaft, and from the
Wefl, and thall fit down with Abrabam,
Ifage, and Fecob, in the Kingdom of
God. Therefore they fhall know them,
and take fome comfort in their prefence.

6. Love (cven tothe Sasuts as well as
snto God) is one of the graces that thall
cndure for ever, 1 Cor, ¥3. It is cx-

. crcifed
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acifed wpon an Immreal objelt(the linage,
ad Children of the Mot High) and
herefore muft be onc of the Immortal
traces. For Grace inthe Nature of it
ljeth not: and thercfore if the Objelt
wwafe not, how fhould the Grace ceale,
unlcpll.a you will call ic’s perfetting a cea=
:li"K'

ltis a ftate too high for fuch as we,
nd 1 think for any meer Creature to
live {o Limediately and only wpon God, as
t have no ufe for any fellow Creature,
tor no comfort in them,  God can make
e ot Glorificd Creatures, in fuch fub-
trviency and fubordisation to himfelf,
5l be no diminution to his All-{ufh-
iency or Honour, nor to our glory and
eliciey.  We muft take heed of fancying
ten fuch a Heaven it felf, as is above
he capacity of a Creaturey, aslomevery
vife 1ivines think they have cone, thag
tellus we thall Immeditely feeGodsE fJence
this Glory being that which is provided
by our smustion and iclicity, and is di=
kind from his Effence; being not every
vhere as his Effence is) And asthofe do
that tell us becaute that God will be 24
i All, therefore we {hall there have none
tfour comfort by any Creature, Though

E 2 {lef




{lefly and blood fhall not enter into thatKing.
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acly and alone. 2. But if you have as
auch in others that you never knew be-
fre, that will not diminifh any of your
confort in your antient Friends. 3. But
iismoft probable to us, that as there is
s twofold Obje&@ for our love in the
Glorificd Saints; onc is their Holinefs,
ad the other is the Relation which
they ftood in between God and us, be-
ing made. his inftruments for our con-
verfion and falvation, fo that we fhall
e Sasnes in Heaven in both velpedis :
And in the Geft refpe& (‘which is the
chicfet) we fhall love thofe moft that
have moft of God, and the greatcft
Glory (though fuch as we never knew
on Earth.) Andin the {fecond refpe&i, we
thall love thofe moft that were employ-
¢d by God for our greateft good.

And that we fhall not there lay by fo
much refpeét to our Jelves, a8 1O forget
or dilregard onr Benefattors, is manifeft,
1 In that we fhall” forever remember

26 Of Converfing

dom, but our Bodies will then be Spiri.
tual Bodies 5 yet will they be really the
{ame as now, and diftinét fromour Souls:
and therefore muft have a felicity fuitable
toa Body glorificd: And if the foul did
immediately {ee God's E (Jence, yet 28 no
reafon can conclude that it can lce nothing
elfe, or that it can fec even Created Good,
and ot Love ity fo the Body however
muft have obje@s and felicity fit fora
Body.

Obj. But itis faid, If we knew Clrift
after the flefh, henceforth kuow e bim no
more.

Anfiv.  No doubt but all the carnality
in Principles, mattery manner and ends of
our knowledge will then ceale as it’s im-
perfeétion : But thata carnal knowledge
be turned into a fpiritual, isno morca
diminution to it, than it isto the glory
of our Bodiesy to be made like the fturs in
the Firmament of our Father.

Obj. But then I [hall have no more com
fzrt in my prefent friends thaw in any o
rncr,

"Anfw. 1. If you had ponc in them, it
is no diminution to our happincfs, ifin-
deed we fhould have all in God immcdli-

ately

one that formerly Redecmed us, and wafh-
ed us in bis Blood, and bath made us
Kings and Priefls to God: Anc_l tbcrca
forc we may alfo in juff fubordination b0

Chriff. remember them with Love and
rift S Tk

Chriff, and love him, and praife him, as
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;l Thaunk fulnefs, that were his Inff-umeny
, for the Collation of thefe benefits
2. And this kind of Self-love (I.O' he
fenfible of Good a:d Fuilto ourfelve)
snone of the finful ot ifmperfect [ef)
71.:/J to be reaounced or luid by, l)l!ti};l
| of our very Narares, and as infepan-
i blefromus,y as we are from our felves,
Much more, were it rot digreilve
_mlght be fail on this fubic& buti
fhail only aldy that as Cod doth dray
us to every hol; Duty, by fhewingu

sty 15 not the fmallel exerllercy 3 fo he
hath purpofely mentioned that Love en
duverh for cver (when he had deferibed
thc. Love of onc another) as a principle
mative to Rindle and ercresfe this Love.
And therefore thote that think they fhall
have no perfanal Knowledge of onc ano-
ther, nor perfousl Love to one another
(for we cannot Love perfon Uy, if we
kiow not prrfonally) do take a moft cffec
tual confa o letroy in their foulsall ho-
1 F\)ecl..ll Love to Caints,by cafting away
thatpriicipal or very greatmotive given
them by the toly Gholty, Tan not bl
tﬂ:) Love muh where T £y eknov that
wall not Love lowg, | cannot Love a
conely

omely Ton, fo well asancares dwelling
i by ownybecaufe L muft be gone tomor-

row
bitcer than my Lawbooks or Phyfickbooks,

&c.

And
aviclt and others, Letter than meat and

drivk, and wealth, and honour,and beau-
ty eand pleafure
Loved for ever, when the Loveof thefe
muft needs be tranfitory, as theyaretran-
fitory.

perience

the excellercy of that dutys ‘and as perpe.
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Therefore muft | love my Bible

Becaule it Jerieth to Eternity.
herefore T mult Love Folinefsin

becaube it muft be

[ mult profefs from the very cx-
of my (oul, that it isthe belief
that 1 fhall Love wy friends in Heaven,
that principally kindleth my Love to
them on Earth : And if I thought 1 fhould
never kaow them after death, and confe-
quently never love them more, when this
life is ended, ¥ hould in reafon number
them with temporal things, and Love
thsm comparatively buta litle; evenus
1 Love other tranfitory things (allowing
ft the excellency in the nature of Grace)
But now I converfe with fome delight
with my Godly friends, as Lelieving T
hall converfe with them for cver, and  #
tike comfort in the very Dead and Ab-
fenr as belicving we hall (hortly meet in

Heaven: And 1 Love them, I hope, with
a
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a Love that is of 3 Heavenly Nature, |
whilel Love them as the Heirsof Heaven, |
witha Love which I expe@ fhall there be §
perfected, and more fullyand for ever cx- |

crcifed,

12, The laft Reafon that I give you,
fomove you to bear the Lofs or Abfence
of your friends, is, that it gives you the

loudeft call to retire from the world, and |

to converfe with God himfclf, andtolong
for Heaven, where vou fhall be fepera-
ted from your friends no more.  And
vour forfaken ftate will fomewhat aflift
you to that folitary converfe with God,
which it calls you to: But this brings us
up to the third part of the Text.

Eather is with me,

(asto them) alone, we ave far from being
Simply alone 5 becanfe God is with us.

He is nor without company, that is
Wlth thc King, thm-gh tWCﬂty Othcl's
have turned hin off.  Feis not without
Light thar hath the fhining Sun, though
all his Candles be put out. If God be
our God, he isour All, and is enough for

us:
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us: And if he be our All, we fhall not
much find the want of crcatures while he
iswith us. -

For 1. He is with us, who is Every-
where, and therefore is never from usy
and knoweth all the ways and proje&ts
ofour enemies s being with them in wrath,

N isheis with us i1 mercy.

2. Heis with uswho is Almighty, fuf«

ffcient to preferve us, conquerable by
fnone ? and therefore while he is with us,

wenced not fear what man cafl do unto us:
For they can do nothing but what he witl -

§ No danger, no ficknels, no trouble or

want can be {o great as to make it any
ifficulty to God to deliver us when and

% how he pleafe,
:‘ AN D yet I.:mnos alone, becanfe the |

3. He is with us who is Infinitely wife,
and therefore we need not fear the fubtil-

4ty of encmicsy nor fhall any of hisun-

Do&. When all[orfakg us and leave us § lertaken works for his Church or us, mif-

8 arry for want of furelight, or through

iy overfight.  We - fhall be preferved
een from our own Folly, aswellas from
our Enemies fubtilty : For it is not our
own wifdome that our greatelt concern-
ments do principally re® upon, nor that
our fafety and peace are chiefly focured
bys but it is th¢ Wildome of our wreat

Prefecver,
A A
SR
e
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Preferver. He knoweth what to dowith
us, and what Paths to lead us in, and §
what is belt for us in all conditions: And !
he hath promifed to Teach us, andwill |
be our {ure infallible Guide,

4. Hc is with us who is Infinitely Good,
and thereforeisonly fit tobe a continual
i delight and tatisfadiion to our fouls: That
hath nothing in him to difaffe& us, or
difcourage us: whom we may love with.
out fear of over-loving 3 and need nogfet
any bounds to our Love, the Object of
it being infinite.

5. He iswith usy who is moft nearl
related to us, and moft dearly loveth us;
and therefore will never be wanting to us
in any thing that is fit for us to have. This
is he that is wirth us, when all have leftus,
| and as to Man weare alonc; and therefore
h we may well fay that we are not alone
t . OfthisI fhall fay more anon in the appli-
. cation.

- Luelk. But bow is hewith ns?  Anfw,
: 1. Heis with us not only in his Fffential

prefence, as he is every where, but asby

his Gracions Fatherly prefence: We are
“in his Family, attending on him : Even
- as the Eye of a Scrvant is to'the hand of
~his Maler : We arc ilways with him, and

» (]

= e W Ak

el .

| (as he phrafeth it himfelf in the Patable)

: .
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with

Luke 15, all that he hath inors, that is,
4l that is fit to be commun_lcatcd to us,
and all thq Provifions of his bounty fo:i
his Children. When we awake,we (houl

be flul with him: Whenwe g0 abroad lwfc
liou'd be always as before hiim 2 Qur_‘ndc
and works (hould be a Walkgng with Goa.
2. He is always with us efficiently to do
us geods Though we have none clie that
careth for us, yet will he never caft us f)ut
of his care, but biddeth us caft our care
on him, as.p:omifing that he will caref;r
w. Though we have nonc clle to provide
for us, he 1s always withus and our thl-l
ther knoweth what we want, and wi
mi'.c the beit provifion forus, Mat. 6r.3 25
23. Though we havenonc elfe to de cr‘\‘
us agsinft the power of our Enemics, tt-
is slways with us 10 be our {ure defence :
He is the Rock to which we fly, and up-
on which we are furely built. He gath}c}:t-
cth us tohimfclf as the Hen gathereth her.
Clickens un'er her Wings,Mat. 2,37,3
And ture while Loveis thus pn'otcél_lngZQS_,
we may well t‘a'y that the F:?thcr‘ himfe Wl;
with us. Though in all our wants M
have no other to {upply us, yet he s fti

i ' ife, thatno
with us to perform his promxfc_, t oo

L'y
v
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good thing fhall be wanting to them tha
fear him. Though we may have none elfe
to ftrengthen and helpus, and fupport us §

in our weaknefs, yet he is always with
us, whofe Grace is fufficient for us, to

manifeft his ftrength in weaknefs, Though |

we have no other to teach us, and to re.
folve our doubrs, yet heis with us that is
our chicfeft Malter, and hath taken us to
be his Difciples, and will be our Light and
Guide, and will Icad us into the Truth,
Though we have nonc clfe to be our
Comforters, inour agony, darknefs or di-

Rrels; but all forfake us, or arc taken |

from us, and we are cxpofed as Hagar
with Ifbmael in a Wildernefs; yet fill
the Father of all confolations is with ue
his Spirit who is the Comforter is in us:

And he that fo often fpeaketh the words |

of Comfort to us in his Gofpcl, and {ith,
LBe of goodchear s let mot your hearts be
sroubled, neither be afraid, . will fpeak
them (in the feafon ‘and meafure whichis
fittelt for them ) unto our hearts, Though
all Friends turn Enemics, and would de.
firoy us, or turn falfe Accufers, as Yob's
Fricnds, in their ignorance or paflion
though all of them fhould add affliction
¥o our affliction, yet is our Redeemer and

Juftifier

o apig A A, ST~ AT

" vith God in folitude. 8§
ificr Rillfwith us, and will lay his re-
gligiln]ing hand upon,our Encnies, and fay

i itherto and no
to their proudeft fury [Hich |
fgrthcr ﬁml\ thougo ] Heisxngry with
Job’s accufing Friends, notwithftanding

ir friend(hip and good meaning, ‘;md
:rlf)’;gh they {icmcdto plead for Gohd
and Godlinefs againft 7ob’s fin : And?w o
fialt be againft ns while qu is for us? or
who (ball condemn us when it 13 he that jufhi-
fith ws? Though we be put to fay as

David, Plals 1.42. 4. [ 1 looked on my right

hand and bebeld, but there was noman that
worsld bnow mey vefis:e failed me 5 no f?il‘ﬂ”
cared for my Seul :7] Yer we ma; ay
with him, verf. §. and 7. [ Teryea mnio
theey, O Lovdy I faid, Thon art my {'cfngt:
and my Portion in the band of thf L;I'Umg,
Bring my Soul eut of P.r:/on that " may-
prazje thy Name : The Riglteons /bab com-
pafs me abont = For then [halr deal bounti-
fully with me: 2453. [ powred ont r;zz co:;z-
plaint before him 1 ﬂ{n.ved bch‘re. J’ n; cﬁr
trouble : When my Spirit was overnneim

USRS

i

sithin me, then thou neweft my' Path: In £

herei  they privi-
the way wherein I walked havethey p
lyel;};ya Snare for me.) Thus [G odhul our
refuie and flrengthy a very prefent help in

tr onble.] Plal. 46. 1. Therefore. [hould ,:::
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sot fear thouslh the Ewrth were rCmsvedy
and though the Mountains were carried img
1he i ijh of the Sews thvnah the Waters
theresf voar and be troulbied, cie. verl.
2. 3., Though a. Duwvid iaith, Pful, 41,
§5 8y 7. Lddune Enemics freak Evid o
. )
W IU:N: fhall be dye, aad his name perifli?
And if he come 1o fec mey he foeaketh: ya-
7;11){ : 'rlu Heart gathereth Luguity to it
Jj[] s Wwaes be guct whio.sLhe telloib it » Al
t.' 1[ l",‘.’ 2 "'.' YR Lo "I Y . .
“""’lnr; v'vm'w .,(/"u/ trelier ag.idft me
a8 b :10 tacy (1«“0.'[6’ my bt o A
7?'}“ Dxfc.[fr_/c, Sy they, clerveth 0T umto
T 1t A Ml vi
’ 5 ‘ﬂm wow et he Ly, he (bl rife
#p 0 miore s Xoay sy own fumsiliar friend
snwosm L iriited, that did ear of my Bread
1/‘ R . ’ - ,
hath {5t ) I/).rs heel againft me —] Yt
\}'C may a(l\./;l' hC, Ve 12, [:/l;:d m‘jbr Hiey
thow npholdeft me it mine inteority, and

Seteef vacbefore thy fuce forever, Though

/( s Pfal 3507, Geo Without canfe they
Jave hid for me their Net i a Pit, which
without c.infe they bave digged for my Sonl:

Uy And falfe Witneffes did vife up, tney

#id 1o miy charge things that I kuew not

.they, rewacded me ¢vil for go.d: 15, 16,
Anomy aqverfity they rejoyced, and gathers

ed themfelves together ; the.objects gathered

themfelves together againft me, and I know

1"
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oty they did tear and ceafed noty with
kypocritivdlmoclq rs iu Feajis, they gmﬂu’d
gtk 1€ With theiy eccth : 20.For they fpeak,
5ot peace, hut tbcy d»;-fviﬁr dcccifful nraiters
agaimft them that are quict it the Land.]
Yot verfe g, [y Seul hell be jorful i
the Lordy it [hall regeyce s bis S.ilvation :
10, Al my Boues fhsli [ay, Lordy, who i
Ike wnto thee, who deliverdfb the poor from
him that is too [lrong for bim. yea the poor
ard the needy from b that j}mlc.’b‘bzm._]
Though Friends be far olt, 1he Lordis
nish to thom that aveof a Lrek i hearty and
faveth fuch asbe of « contrite Spirit s Mavy
are the Afflictions of the Righteons but
tbe Lovd delivereth him out of trem all.]
L1, g1, 18, 19. The Lovd yedecmeth the
Soul of his Servants; and ronc of them
thit truft in him [lall be defolare.] v. 227
Thercfore [/ will be gled and vejryce 11 |
his Mercy, for behathcon idcred my trou-
bley and bath known (and cwned ) my Seul
in adverfity: and hath not fhut me in the
hind of the Enemy.— Whew my lzﬂ was
[pent with grief, andmy years with figh- '{‘-
gy my Jhrength fuiled l;ecszc_ of mine ©

o anea A

iniquity, and my ‘Bones were confumeds 1
was a veproach among ail m:ne Enembes,
but efpecially among wy Neighbours, and

a
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| afear to mine Acquaintance 5 they 1l
did fec me without fled from r:n" ]] "
forgatrm, and as a dead man out ‘of m'ws‘~
I was like a brokrn Veflel : 1 hmrd";hc.
ﬁzr:ic:bzf many: fear was o every fide,
wbile Y ook counfel togethey agan/t me
hey devifed to take awoy my Iz')?e : But ]
trufled 1u theey O Lord: T fm'a; 71‘17!01{
Zr;' my God: my times are in t/a_y’ hand ;
eliver me from the band of mine enemies
and from them th.a perfecute me - 'Y’ak,
thy fuce to fhine upo, thy Servant : l ;‘a :

me forthy mercies fake, — O bhow .rc‘dt p
thy goodnefs which thon haf? laidgu f;:'
them that fear thee, which thos baft n‘»rl;lt'Jbt

f}r /;l}em'tlmt truft in thee before the Sons

;)r enl. Theu fholt bide them in the fe-
th of thy prc/mw'[‘rom the Pride of Man :
f,.of:t g;.z/t .knep them fecre:ly sn a pavilion
from th ﬂ,ﬂl}:c of Tongues, Plal. 31. ) Thus

o with us when men are far from
s, or againft us:  His people find by
I;C;;mc‘r;pc.nc.ncc, that they ave nor alone.

B 7l; tlL sessnigh them, evil (hall not come
pén'l J(”}} unlels as it worketh for their

| f;m;;hm ¢ 15 their hiding placc to pre-
e 7 ’/1 Srom trouble : the great water-
foods. il not come nigh them: he will
pafs them abour swith Somgs of delive-
rance.] Pful, 32. 6, 7. € 3 e::d

(e

A
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3. And as God is with s thus Rela-
tively and L fficiently, fo allo Objeitively
jor our holy converle. Whetever our
Eriends arc, God is ftill at hand to be
the moft profitable, honcurable and de-
lightful Object of our thoughts. Yherc
is cnough in him to take upaall the facul-
tics of my foul. He that is but inawell
furnifhed Library, may find great and
excellent employment for his Thoughts
many years together:  And {fo may he
that liveth in the open World, and hath
I the vifible Works of God to meditate
upon : But all this were nothing, if God
were not the fenfe of Books and Creatares,
and the matter of all thefe noble Stu-
lies: He that is alone, and hath only
God himfelf to ftudy, hath the matter
and fenfe of all the Books and Creaturcs
inthe Woild, to employ his thoughts
upon. He never need to want matter for
his meditation, that hath Godto medit-te
on. He need not want matter of Dif-
courfe (wheiher mental or vocal) that
hath God to talk of, though he have
not the name of any other Friend to men-
tion. All our AffeQions may have in
him the higheft and moft pleafant work.

The Soul of Man cannot have a more
{weet
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fiveet and excellent work than to.loye
He wanteth neither woirk nor

him:
plcaﬁn'c, that in his folitude is takeny
in the believing coutemplations of Cier.
nal Love, and of all his bleffed Attributes
and Works. O then what happy and
dc:lig;htful converfe may a Believer have
with Godalon:! He is alwzys prefent
and always at Icifure to be {poken with,
and always willing of our accels and
audience: He hath no interelt Cryls to
our felicity, which (.ould move himto
reje€t us (as worldly great ones often
have.) lle never mitunderflandeth s
nor chargcth that upon us which we wcrc’
never guilty of: If we converfe with
Men, their AMifkes, and Interefts; and
Paflionsy and Infificiencies, do make the
trouble fo gre. t; and the benefit fo fmall
that many have become thereby awcar;!
of the‘\’VorI._l, or of human Society, and
have fpent the reft of their days alone
in defert places. Indced, fo much of
God as appears in Man, fo much is theie
converfe cxcellent and delightfuly and
tl?c:r;hls the lfwﬂ that have moft of God.

ut thereis {o ani ‘
and fleih, and H:;mi}*: ?]f e
. e moft or all of

of s, asvery wuch darineth ooy Light,
and
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and dampeth the pleafure, ar}d‘blaﬂcth
the fuit of our Socictics and Converfe.
0 hew oft have 1 been folaced in'(jod,
when T found nothing Dbt deccit and
dirknefs in the Werld! Hew oft hath
he confurted me, whon it was paft the
povesr of Man! How ot huth he reticved
and deliveicd me, when all the help of
Mit was vain! 1t hath becnny Stay
and Reft, tolook to him, whenthe Crea-
ture hath heen a broken Staff, and de-
ceitful Friends Lave been but aca broken
Tooth, or a Foot that is ou* of Joint
a. Selomon fpcaketh of cenfi‘encein an
unfaithful man in time of troubley Prov.
2§.25.) Verily, asthe World were but
an Loirid Dungeon without the Sun,
{o it were a howling wildernefs, a place
of no confiderable Employment or De-
light, were it not that in it we may
live to God and do him Setvice, and
fometime be refrefhed with the light
¢f his countenance,and the co nminicati-

“ons of his 1 ove. Butof this more anon.

i. fec our Example,and our
Eiconracements. Let UsTOW
as followers of Chrift, enéeavour 1o switate

him in this, and to Live spo God, when
men

Tle 1.
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1(;:‘:2 forfake s, and to know that ‘while

d’ d“ with s, we are not alone, nor in.
c: ;’l’lf“?nsl‘:lhile he forfakes usnot,

» T.5hew you here Negati
vlwv/:atyou muft not do. z./fﬂfriatiz;[ ’
v at youmuft do; for the performancs

¥o%r duty in this imitation of Chrift,
for ou muft not make this any pretcnce
Fricnde undervaluing o, your ufchl
e $; nor for your unthankfulnefs for
. .forgth at a Benefit as a Godly Friend :nor
or f, negle& of your Duty in impro.
4 8 the Company “and help of Eriends:

. wofxs better then one: The communi.
on ‘9 Saints, and help of thofe that are
:u& : an((llfalthful, is 2 mercy highly to be
cf Ien{x{e » And the undervaluing of it, is
2ca Ya fign of a declining Soul.
tenc.e tma ‘muft not hcqce fetch any pre-
e tho ight your Fricnds, and difob.
g thc:m, or negle any duty. that you
owe em, or any means therein neceffary

. ; e {:rontmu;xtlon of their Friendfhip.
e You muft not caulelefly withdtaw
oo | t}mane {ociety into Solitade. A
i ; s of converfe with ' Man,; is oft
" with a wearinefs of our' Duty:
o Getmng'voluntarily‘ into Solitude,
When God doth not call or drive us thi-
. thcr,,

~
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ther, is oft but aretiring from the place
and work which God hath appointed us:
And confequently a retiring rather from
God, than to God Like fome idle Ser-
vants, that think they fhould not work fo
hard, becaufe it is but Worldly bufinefs,
and think their Maflers deal not Religi=
ouly by them, unlefs they let them neg-
le&t their labour, that they may fpend
more time in ferving God : asif it were
no {erving God to be faithful in their
Mafters Service. T :

1deny not butvery holy perfons have
lived in a fate of retirement from hu.
mane converle : In fuch cafes asthefe it
may become a Duty, 1. 1n cafe of Juck
perfecution as at prelent leaveth us no op-
_pottunity of ferving or honouring God
{o much in any other place or ftate. . ..

2 In cafe that natural i;fmity, or dil-
ability, or any other accident fhall make
one lefs ferviceable to God and his
Church in *ociety than heis in folitude,

3. In cafe he hath committed a fin fo

' heinous and of in2elible fcandal and re-

proach, as that it is not fic for the Ser-
vants of Chrift any more toreceive him
into their local Communion, though he
repent : (For as to Local Communion, 1
- think, fuch a cafc.may be.) 4. In
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- 4+ Incafea man through cuftom and jj]
company he fo captivated to fome Ae(h|

Luft, a< that he is not able to bear the
rempt.ations taat are found in bumane con.
verfey but falieth by them into frequent
heinous tinning : [0 this cale the right
hand or eve is ratherto be parted with,
than their Salvation, And though amecr
reftraint by ¢ifance ot temptrations and
opportunitie; of finning, will not prove a
man lanctified, nor fave the oyl that
loveihi the fin and! fain would live ia it
Yet, 1. Grace may {fometime appear in
the trength and (c|f d-nyal which is ex.
ercifcd in the very uy iding of temptatie
ons, when yet perhaps the petfon hath -
not ftrength enonsh to have flocd againft.
the tempiationif it had not been avoided,
And 2. The diftance of temptations; & op.
portunity of lerious and fre uent confile.
yation, may be a mean, to ?\clp to fince-
rity th-t want it, |
5. 1n cafe aman by age or Sficknefs find
him{elf fo mear 1o death, agthat he hath
now a more fpecial call to look after his
prefent altual prepavation, than to endea-
vour any more the gobd of otherss and find
withall, that folitade will help him in his
Preparations, his Society being fuch as
| 0 s would
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ould but hinder- him; In thele five ca-
3:7 {uppofe it lawful to retire from I}l\-
mane converfe into folitude. .
Butwhen there is no fuch neceflity ox
all, it ufually proceedeth from one of
thefe vicious diftempers:- 1. From C;.
wirdize and fear of fuffering, when tde
fouldiers of Chrift ‘do hide their hea %
inftead of confeffing him before men.
2, From a lzinels of mind and wea-
rincfs of duty: when flothfulu nproﬁtét})iq
fervants hide their ta}cnts, prc.tcnim'c%
their fear of the aufterity of their L(;]r .
lts cafiex to vam away from our work } en
doit: and to go out of tbe'reacho ig- .
norance, malice, contradi&ion and un-
gotlinefs, than toencounter them',andvgo;;
guer them by Truth and Holy llvc.s.h p
many perfons as we converfe wit f’ o
many are there to whom we (Tw-e..?.l.w
duty: And this is not fo eafie ac t.tfl; ;
over run our work, and tohide our ‘.chy ;
in fome Wilderacfs or Cell,whilft (c‘)t e
are fighting the Battels of the Lor . 03:
Or it may proceed from meer smpats ‘”an'ci
"When rien cannot bear- the fro;vn,thé
fcorns, and violence of the ungod ya,:icn‘c&;
fly from fufferings, which b{) E e
they thould ovércome. 4. e
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come from humour and mutabélity of mind,

and difcontent with oncs condition:
Many retire from humane converfe to
pleale a difcontented paflionate mind ; or
expecing to find that privacy, whichin
publick they could not find, nor is any
where to be found on Earth, . And
fome do it in Melancholy, meerly to pleafe
a fick imagination, which i vexed in
company, and a little eafeth it felf in li-
ving as the pofl.ficd man among the
Tombs. 6. And fomtimes it proceed-
eth from felf isnovance, and an wibumbled
ftate of a voul : When, men think much
better of themfelves than others, they
think they can more comfortably converle
with themfelves than with others : Where.
as if they well undeiftood that they.are
the worf} or greatefl enemies, or troubles to
thenifelves, they would. more fear their
own Company than other mens: They
would then confider what proud, and
flethly, and worldly, and f{elfih, and
diforcered hearts they are,like to carry
with them into their felitude, and there
to be annoyed with from day to day:
And that the nearef enemy is the worft,
and the wearef! trouble is the great-

eft. - |
~ Thefe
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Thefe vices or infirmities carry many
o folitude 4 and if they live where Po«;
fih vanity may feduce them, they wilk
wihaps imagine, that they are ferving
Gid, and entring in perfeftion, whem -
they are but finfully obeying their corrap-:
tins + and that they are advanced above:
others in- degrees of grace, while they:
e pleafing a difeafed fancy, and entring
intoa dangerous courfe of fin.. Nodoubt
but the ducics of a publick life’are more
i.number, and greater in weight, and
ofmore..excellent contequence and ten~
depoy (even-to the moft publick good,

id greateft Honour of Ged ) than the du-;

lies of privacyt or ‘retirement. Pir bonus.
o} cvmmune borum: A good man is a com-
mor good. And (fuith Seneca)Nulla «Jent
mmunia nifi . pars illorum pertineret ad
fngulosJ1f every one have not fome fhare,
o iatereft in them, how are they come
mon? Let me add thefe few Con! deriti-
s, tofhew: you the evil of voluntary sn-
bece[Jury Solitude. -

1. You lefs contribute to the horoar of

Myw Redeemer, -and lfs promore his Kings

dom in the world, and lefs: fubferve his
death and-office;, whilg you do’ gn.oct but
tofew, and live'bwr almofF toyomr felvess.
S o F 2. YOU
\ |
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2. Youlive in the pooreft exercife ofthe
graceof Charity 5 andthereforein alow
undefirable condition, : - - . |
3. You will want the communion of
- Saints, and benefit of publick ordinances
(for L account not a Colledge life a Soljts
7y life.) And you will want the help of
-the Charity, .Graces and Gifts of:otheis,
by .which youmightbe benefited. - .«
"4+ lt-willbe alife.of fmaller comfort;
as it is a lifcof fmaller. benefit.to others,
They that do but little good (according
to their ability) muft expeét bur Jinle
comfort. They have ufually: moft peacé
and comfort to themfelves, ithat are; the
- moft profitable to others. [ Non potéft quif-
quam bene degeve qui fo tantum smeuetur :
Alters vivas oportet,fi tibi vis vivere :Sen.]
INo man can live well, that looketh bus to
hivsfelf « Thou muft live to another, if thon
svsle live to thy [elf.] S
O the delight that thereis in doing geod
tomany ! Nonc knoweth it that hath not
trycd it: Not upon any account of Merit;
but as it Pleaferh God, and as Goodnefsit
felf ia amiable and fweet ; and asivere
cesve by communicating 4 and-as we arewne
der promifs 5 and as Charity makes all the
‘good that's done to amerber.to be to usas
owrown! 'J 5 We

with God in folitude.. oYy
5. We aredark and partial, ‘and heed-
ks of our felves, and hardly brotight or

kept in acquaintdnce with our heatts;
wnd therefore have the more need of the

tyc of others : And even an enetnics ¢ye

my be ufeful, thovgh malitious; and

may do us good while he intends us evily

fiith Bernard [ Malum qrod memo videt
nmo arguit : Tbs autem nontimet iy repre~

binfory fecurus accedst temator:y licenting

perpetratur sniquitas) [ The evil that nene

fteih, nane -veproveth s” and whire the ve-
frover is not Yfeared, the terper-eomith
wire boldly,and the finis committed the wore

licenrionfly.] 1t’s hard to know thé fpots

inour own faces, when we haveno gldfs

o beholder ' to accquaint us with thé,
Siith Chryfoftam®~ [Solitude .is velakon
imminm vitsornm Jthe cover of all vices ) T
cmpany this cover is laid afide; ahiJﬁViﬁq
being more- maked, is morc afbamed. It

is beholders that caufe fhames which Sols=

tudg is not acquainted 'w;teh _[h z_n;l }};;a
iece of smpentitency not to amed of [ih.

i 6. Ahg‘we-'a'z' for the moft>partto <

weak and: fickly, ‘that we ar¥ uhablkﬁ’%o

fiblitt without the' help of -Gthets? Sen.”

Nemo eft ox imprudentibus qui relingls fibd
debety umpife men Cor infants, of fickslike

T Fa  mek -
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men) mauft not be left to themfelves) And
Ged hath let fome impotency,infufficiency
and neccflicy upon all that thould kee

men fociat:le, & make them acknowledge
their need of others; and be thankiful for
affiftance from them, and be ready to do
good to others, as we would have others
dotous. Hec that feeleth not the needo
otbers, is fo.unhumb.cd as to have the
greater need of them. .

with God in folitude.  TO% =
‘dament of others, isa kind of felf-acw
:uj%ian; as if we confeft our felvesfo.
bid as that we cann}t ftand tl‘;}e try;l of.
the Lisht,) Bowaconfcsentia turoam advo=
Cht : 1%4.11?4 in folisudine anxiaeft & folli
itz 5 honefta funt que facis ommes feiant
fiturpia, quid refert neminem [eire: cum
 feias | O te miferum fi com.emmt‘.hnm-‘
ufom: inguit Seneca.] That .is {4 good
wnfeience will call in the croud (ot Wi t'ncl:-.
fts, not caring who feeth =) A biad coilfci-
tce is anxious and follicitons even in folis,
tde : If they be things honeft which vtbo.u
dneft, let all wen kyow : If thebe. difhoncfls
what good doth it theec that. mo.wan vije
koweth it when thow knowefi it thy Jelf ) 'OT
milerable man if thow dsfpife this wttmfti. a
Something is fufpected tobe amifs with
thofe that are always in their Chambers,
and are never feen. Tell-not men that
you cannot bear the light ¢ It 18 he.that
docthevil that hateth ﬂ:ic light, left his
deeds thould be reproved. - - o .
o. Solitudeis too like to Deathyto be dc.-g :
firable: He liveth that dotlg 004 :l,and. heis
dead that is wfelefss TV 1vit 37 qHs .mulmu]u'i . 4
eff: vt 5 qui fentitur: qus vero Igu-‘ -
tant 5 torpent,’ marsem fuam fnuuf[;;;:::
1nq uit an.l [ He liveth th;t 3:.: prfzﬁr oy

7« Pridewi'l have great advantage in
private, and Repentance 8 ¢at difadvan.
tage,while our fins feem 1o be all dead,be
cavie there is not a rempration to dis
ghem out; or an obferver .to reprov
them. [Tam dsupariens quifque fios vider
- €O hymitis, donce nullins bomsnim conforti
.gommifcetur 5 adnaturam priftinem rever-
Yurus quim interpellaverit cujuflsbet occafis-
s commotioy dnquit. Cafjianss’) Mary
man fecms 10 bimfelf patient and humble
.while be keeps out of company @ who wel
FeHrp to.bis own natuye if 1he commiotion
ey accafion did but proveke ham. ] 1t hat
J  &oknow what fin or grace isin ve. -if we
have not fuch tryals as are not to be fonad

in Solitude, o ,
8, Flying from the obfervation an
S s ' © judgmen
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mAny : He liveth thar is obferved or per.
cmm:{ s .but they thae lye bid and drowfie do
anticipate their dsarh.] And it is the mof
culpable death, and therefore the work
20 -bave Life, and fot to/e sr, )
10, A life of boly Communion is Likef uinto
Heaven, whete none fhall be folitary
but all as members of the Heavenly 7eru’-
Jalem, (hall in harmony Love and Praife
their Maker. -

 Thefe Reafons feem to me fufficient to

Matifie you that no man thould ehoofe 4 Sali-
tude withowt a [pecial necefity or call s nor

yet (hould.it be taken for alife of greater

perfettion, then'a faithful ferving of God

I Shall now come to. the Afirmarive;
and tell you for all this, that [/f Ged

call us into Solitude, or men fir fake us, we
may rejoice in this, that we are not alone;
but'the Father is with us.] Fear ot {uch
Solitude, but be ready to improve it, if
you be caftupen it, If God be your Gody
teconciled to you in Chrift, and his Spie
rit be in you, youare provided for Soli-
tude, and necd .not fear if all the .World.
fhould caft you off. If you be barithed,
_, imprifoned

vith God in Jolitude. a0§ .

inptifoned, or left alone, dt: isbut a Re-
hxation from  your greatelt
which though you‘ ma
felves, you may lawiu _ _
yout ea‘[,'c,. if G‘{xl rake .uff your Burden.

It is but a ceffation from your. (.harpe_ﬂ:
anflicts, and removal from amultitude of
great Temptations. And th.'ough you ma\y

not cowardly retreat ot (hift your felves
from the Fight and danger, yét if God
will difpente with you, and let:you live

in greater peace and {afety, youhave rlo
aute to murmur at his dealing. AFruit
Tree that groweth by the lgngh-wgyﬁde,;
doth feldom. keep its fruit tO ripenefss

| while fo-thany  Paffengers ‘have €achi his

B fone or Cudget to: caft at ity Seneed

Jabours §
not caft -off your
ully be fenfible of -

could fay. [ Ianguam A ihrba ‘moPey quod. °
extuli rifero s~ Aliquid ex ¢ quiod compafud
turbatnr 5 aliquid ex bis que fugas redit $
Inimica eft muitorum contverfaio) I never
bring bome well from & Crotvd the _mfgmlg.
which I took_out with e ;',Sp?ng{hm | 'f, :
difor deved of that which | had Jot ;i_ﬂ‘bf, e?b
Sométhing of that which I bind banifhed doth
veturn s The conver[ation ofmany 1 find an
enemy to me.] O low many vain and {60
lith “words corrupt the minds of thofe °
that converfe with an ungodly Worlds
o F 4 when
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when your Ears and Minds who. live iy
Solitude, are tree from fuch Temptations!
You live not in fo corrupt an Air as they:
¥ou hear not the filthy ribbald Speeches,
which fight again@t modetty and chaftity,
and are the bellows of Luft: - You liest
not the difcontented ccmplining words
of the impatient ; nor the paffionate pro-
voking words of the offended; not the
wrangling quarrelfom words of the con.
© gentiouss nor the cenforious, or flande
rous, of reproachful words of the mali
cious, who think it their intereftto haye
their Brethren taken to be bad, and to
have others hate them, becaufe they them
felves hate them, and who are as zealous
2o.quench the Charity of others, when
© it is defroyed in themfelves, as holy
perfons are zcalous to provoke others to
Love, whichdwe eth and ru'eth in_them-
felves. In youwr Solitude with God, you
(hall not hear the lyes and malicious re-
vilings of the ungodly againft the pencra-
tion of the julte Nor the fubtile cheating
words of Hereticks, who being themfelves
deceived, would deceive athers of theip.
Fuith, and corrupt their lives. You-fhall,
not there be diftratied with the noife and
clamours of contending uncharitable pro:-
T - feflors

with God in folitude. 10§

\ oot uri ke
fors of R éligion, endeavouring to ma ..
iiious fic(t ghge Opinions, and then-htﬂz
erfons of one dnother : one faylng? e':w
isthe Church, and another, therc ist %
Church : One faying, This is the tru
Church Government,'and apothctf;ym‘gh
Nay, but that isit : One fayin .Gt‘)“ Wfl b
be worfhipped this, and attot ;r%i uz g;
but thus or thus: “You: fhall nott eth :
gawn to fide with one 'a.gam& anot c{:
t0r 1o joyn with any faction, or-be gulb-:

v of-divifions . You fhall fot be t(?uh |
kd with theOaths and Blafphemics qf t‘ari
wicked, nor with the impruc}egt mlfc y
fiages of the Weak; with the Pet e‘c,uf ..
tions of Fncmics, or the -f;allingﬁout-l 0
Friends. You fhall not fee the lcrm'.' gy |
f proud Oppreflors, that fet pphy_eshey‘
armed violence,-and cate not W '“tr r{ |
lay or do, no‘rhowjm‘ueb-ot.hqr':nen ::a o
injured or fuffet, {'oi\thptfth;mfe v;u : _a§
tyrannize, and their willsand wor fs Tl 2
nle the World, when they dt} 'l?tude'.
happily rule themfelves, In your 0} ice
with God, you (hall not fee the pro: \:‘ v
ty of the wicked to move ybu_,tt?,'c ou; 4
nor the adverlity of the juft ta(i' c ymp
grief: You [hall fee no Worldly* po

fool vou™. NOr n-
and fplendor to befool ¥0l;o~“°f 3“““ 3

y .
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cd beauty to entice you,nor wafting e
lamities to afli you: You fhall not hear
the laughter of Fools, nor the fick mans
groans, nor the wronged mans Com:
plaints, nor the poor mans murmurings,
nor the proud mans boaftings,; nor the
angry mans abufive ragings. As you lofe
the help of your gracious friends, foyou
are frced from the fruits of their peevifh-
nefs and paffions; oftheir differing opin.
jon and ways and tempers 5 of theirin.
equality, unfuitablenefs, and con traric-
ty of minds or interefts; of thei levity
and unconflancy, and the powerful temp-
tations of their friend(hip, to draw you
2o the errors or other {ins which they are
tainted with - themfelves. In a word,
you are there bhalf delivered from the
VANITY and VEXATION of
the world 3 and were it pot that youar
‘yet undelivered. from -your-: felves, and
that yon take diftempcred corrupted
hearts with you, O whata felicity would
your folitudc be! But,. alas, we cannot
overrun out owh difcales, we.muft cany
with us-the remnants of our corrupted na-
 ture; our deadnefs, and dulnefs, out
felithnefs.and earchly minds, -our impati
encd: and. difcontents and worft of all
i i : out

with Gudiin [olpnds. \hrp.(z‘a .,
¢ latnentable weaknefs of faith ana ;-
?:ve and heavenly sindednefs, and OUE:
frangencfs to. God, and .backwatdntfi.:_
b the matters of eternal life. O that k.
auld cfcape thefe, though _I._we‘r_e in glhc;
hnds of the eruelleft epomias ¢ O that:
fuch a heart could be le ¢ behind lf_Hovllf
ghdly would L overriin both l'mufe,‘.an_ :
lind, arid honour, and all fenfual delightsy
that 1 might but overruf it! O where:
is the place where_there s none of thik
darknefs, not difuffadtion ﬂo:f‘\.dlﬂa‘nc{; .
nor eftrangednefs  from God!" O that, '
kiew it |. O that 1.could 6ind it O that:
might there dwell ! though 1 (hould ne-
ver more fee the facé of mortals; nor ¢
ver hear a_human Voice, nos évet taﬁlg
of the delights of fleth.! Alas, fophﬂil So‘t:i 3
fuch a place- there i3 thas ‘Hath all thigy
ind mote than.chisy -But i "ml?t mog
Wilderndls, but in*Paxgdrfc?u:o't}A:;‘c. n
Earth, but above with' Chrilt 2 A mz’l -
bin Lo louth' to tidi?. yet am [ino o \‘l
Sclicous of . thie blefied daf, whea 5 1‘ o
Hpancloathed of flefhi\and fin? O glt l:l-'
whag 2n Enemy;art tHouieven t0 oy .,::‘
Byaffrightingme fpou the prefefve d? . z
Lordy and hindring'™ f-quﬁc,::)z:n_tw ol
fingnefs do: be, ganes ¥ bW .. ) bach

i ‘_ P i'.',
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much more, than by laying my flefh to
yot in darknefs. Fain I would know God,
and fain I would more love him and enjoy
him : But O this hurtful love of life!:Q
this unreatonable fear of dying, detaineth
my defires from prefling on to the happy
place where all this may be had! 0
wretched man that I am, who fhall delis

ver me from this body of death ! "this car.

nal unbelieving heart, that fometime can
think more delightfully of a Wildernefs
then of Heaven; that can go feek: after

God indefert folitude, among the Birds

and Beafts and Trecs, and yet is fo back.
ward to be loofed from fleth that I ma
find him and enjoy him in the World of

glory: Can I expe& that Heaven come.
down to Earth! and that the Lord of

glory fhould remove his Court; and eir
ther leave the retinue of his Celeftial
Courtiers, or bring them all down it
this drofly World of fleth and fin, and
this to fatisfie my flefhly foolith- mind!
or the Chariot of Elias ? Is it not enougl
that my Lord hath conquered .Death,
and fanctifyed the paffage, -and prepar
ved the place! of my perpetual abode. -
~Well! for all this, though a Wildern:/s

_ §§.
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is et Heaven, itufhall be'fwc‘fu ands
welcom for thie-fake of Htaven, it \thy{lCc.. |
I may but have a clearct profpedt o‘t ““ci ‘
and 1f by retiring from the- crowd and
noifc of Folly, 1 maybut be more coms,
pofed and' better difpotedito converie a-
bove, and toufe my Faith (alasy myétm:i
weak languid 'Faith): until the beatificak
Vilion and Fruition come.  H there may
be but more of God, or readier accefs
to him, or more heart quickning flames
of Love, or more hcart-’comror.tmg“u}.
timatigns of his  Favour, in a wx{c\crnc $
thanin a Cigy, in a Prifon than in a Pas
lace 5 let thut Wilderhefs be my C:t_}l!,
and let that ‘Prifon be my Pal'accg_whnéc
1 muft abide on Earth, - “If-in folitu :
Imay have Henochs wa)‘c with ('Eo&l,. .
fhall in due feaforhave fuch a tranflatt:
on as {hall bring -me-to the fame felicity
which he.enjoyeth: And in tht mean t-"-n-‘;
as well as. after,-it"1s ‘“°~.‘“‘.°F",'“9d*;}h I:
by mortal eyes lbe-.i'evcn rio shore. " tde
Chariot’ of contethplation will in fo ,ttnu e
raifeé me-to more believing a{’fcéh‘(:i ‘*“‘.
conveefe with Heaven, than 1 cou c:s.t
pet in Tumults and T_cmptauogs,.« k'e
fhall retoncile meunto fdl\tudc?l?nA;:.\els
it my Paradife ,ox: Earth,.'» ti .in‘ﬁgead
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inftead of the Chariot of Elias, fhall

convey me-tothe prelence of my gldri
fied Head, in the Celeftial Paradife.

- Obje&. But it is grievons to one that

* hath beexn ufed to much conipany, tb be alon,
-+ - Anfw. Company may fo ule you,.that
it may be more gricvous to you zot t0

be alone. The Socicty of Wafps ‘and
Serpents may be{pared ; and Bees them.
felves have {uch Stinge as make fome that
have felt them think they bought. the

hony decar. N

" But can-you {ay, you are alone, while
you are with God ? Is -his--prefence no:
thing to you? Doeth itwot fignific more
thun the company of all Men in the
world ?  Saith Hierom, (Sapions nunquan
Jolus éffe poteft > habee enim fechm omnes
qus funt, C:gui faerunt boni —o & fi bimi:
nam (it snopvay. loquitsr - cum Dep) viz
A wife man cannot:-be . Mone : for e hath
trith bim the good menthiw are or have beow
 viid Andosf. there be 4 want of men, bt
freaks with God.] He thould rather have
f1id;- Thcre can be no wane .of man; whn
we may )ffeak. with God e - And were it
not. that Grod is here revealed to us as
ina glals, and that we do conveife with
God in Man, we (hould think human
converfe lictle worth, Object

with God.in [olitude. ~ ¥XT
ObjeSt. O but Solitude is difconfolate.
W a fociable Mind. S e
Anffw. But the moft defirable Socsety
isno Solitude :  Saith .Hi‘ergm, [_Inﬁ.n;m
cremi vaflitas te serrer 7 fed th P aradifwm

werte deambula : Quotiefcunque cogitatsone

i mente illuc confeenderits sorseis in'eremo.
won eris) that.ia [ Doth theinfinste uafinefs
of the wildernefs terrifie thee? But do thou
(afcend) in mind and walk, in f’araduj}h.
As oft as thow alcendeft thither in thought
and mind, fo oft thon [halt not be mhthe
wildernefs.] 1§ Gad be nothing to thes
thou urt not a Chriftian but an {4tba:ﬂ.
If God be God to thee, heis z.ﬂl{m'a;ll 16
thee ; and then fhould not his .prefence
be inftead of ali? O that I might get
one ftep nearer unto~God,,thou‘gh~-l~re-
ceded many- from all the werld ! ,O‘thaﬁ;
I-could find- that place on Eartf‘
where-a- Soul ma have neareft accels

“unto hin, and fulleft knowledge and en+

iovaent of him, ‘thovgh 1 never Fore
i'a:fv the face of Fricnds' 1 fhould chears .
fully iay withmy blefled ngour_ﬁlxn
not alone, for the Father 85 with m.-f il nd
I thould fay fo for thef Reafons follow~
ing. .. - K
1. If God be mfh me, the Jﬁlnkf'k' l;.z::
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" Ruler, and Difpofer of all is with ms : So
that all things are virtdally with me in’

him. [have that in Gold and Jewels

~ which I{e.m to want in Silver, Lead,

and Drofs, 1 can want no Friend it God

“vouchfafe to be my Friendy and 1 can
enjoy no benefic by all 'my Friends, if
I necd not fear the
greatet Enemics, if God be reconciled
to me. ‘I.fhall not mifs the light of the:

God be my Enemy.

Candle, if I have this bleffed Sun. The
Creature s nothing but what it is from
God, and in God : Andit is worth no-
thing, or gonod for nothing, but what it’s
worth in order unto God, asit declarcth
him, atid helps the Soul to know him,
ferve him, or draw nearer to him: - Asit
is ldolacry in the unhappy worldling, to
thirft afterthe Creature with the neglet
of God, and {o to makc the world His
God ; {o doth it f{avour of the fame
hainous fin to.lament our lofs of Cread

tutes more than the difpleafure of God.
1f God he my Enemy, or 1 am fallen un-

der his indignatinn, -1 have then fo much
greater matters to lament than the lofs,
or abfence, or frowns of Man, as fhould
almoft make me forget that there is fuch

a thing as man to be regarded : Butif

God be my Father, and my Friend in
. - Chrift,
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Chrit, 1have then fo much to thmk‘of'
gith dehght, and to recreqte aﬁd-f!xl{;
teat my Soul, &5 wil procl.im it Mo
incongruous and abiurd to lament mhqf.-
dinatcly the ablunce of awoit, w llel
| have his Love and Prefence who is.A
in All. If God cannot content me,.and
be not enough for me, how 1s he then
my God? or how fhall he be my Hcg—_
wen and everlating Hoppinchs r

2. If God be with me, he s w‘xtdh
ge to whom | am «blolutely dev?tg .
I am wholly his, and have ackpow'edg-
td his intere® in me, and long 380 dll}
thimed all Ulurpcrs, and rcpcm‘gd?,od
Alienztions, and unrcfervedly J¢ lgn,cu
my felfto him : And where thoul I dv?!.ch
but with hin that isany 0Wner, and wit
whom I have made the.folemneft-Cove-
nant thut ever I made? : 1 -never (;l:a_vc_’
my If to any other, but In fqb?‘r mi;
tion to him,and wjth a falvo fof his highe!
invio'ahle right, Where (hould my gc’:o«s‘
be but in my: own houfe ? .ngth(vﬂmr;
thould a fervant.dwell but with his d? erd-
and « Whfe, but with hes Husbar;d. an
Children but with theis Father! Ign: .
nearlier related to my God and to my 5a

. jons in
‘nour,than | am toany ofmy _RC'RU thig
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this world. I owe more to  him than
to all the World: I haverenounced all the

World, as they ftand in any comipetition
or comparifon with himy andcanl want

their company then: while I am" with

bim ? How fhall ['bate Father dnd Mo-
ther, and Wife and Children, and Bro.
ther and Sifter for his fuke, if I ‘cannot
Jpare them, or be without them to en-
joy him? To hate them is but to ufe
them as Men do bated things, that is, to
calt them away with contempt as they
would- alienate me from Chrift, and to
eleave tohim, and be fatisfied in hima.
lohe. 1:amnow married to Chrift, and
therefore muft chearfully leave Father and
Mother, and m7 native place, and all'to
‘dleave to him:  And with whom-fhould
I now delight to dwell,but with himwho

hath t kan me into foncar relation, to be;.

as it were, oae Fleth with him ! O my
dear Lord, hide not thou thy face from

an unkind an unworthy finner! Letme,

but ¢well with thee and fee thy - fact
an feel the gracious einbracements of thy
Love, and thenlet me be caft-off by oll
the world, if thou {ée it mectet:for me'y
or let all other friends he where they
will, fo that my Soul may be with tl;:e:

o I have

with God in folitude. 11§

Ihave agreed for thy fake to forfake ally
cven the deateft that (hall &kand againft
thee; and I refolve by thy grace to ftand
to this Agreement.

3. If God be with me, I am not alone,
for be iswith me that loveth me beft.] The
Love of all the Friends on Earth is no-
thing to his Love. -© how plainly hath
he declared that he loveth me, in the
firange condefcention, the. Sufferings,
Death, and Intexceffion of his Son ? What
Love hath he declared in the communis
cations of his Spirit, and the operations
of his Grace, and ghe near Relations into
which he brought me? What Love hath
he declared in the coutfe of his Providene

«ces? [n many.and wonderful prefervati-

ons and deliverances ? Inthie conduct of
his Wifdom, and in aLife of Mercies?
What Love appeateth in his precious
Promilcs, and.the glorious Provifions he -
hath made for me with himfelf to all etere
nity? O my Lord, 1am afhamed that
thy Love is {o much loft 5 that it hath no
better return from an unkind unthankful
heart 3 that I am not more delighted in
thee, and fwatlowed up in the contemp-
lation of thy Lave; I can contentedl

let go the Society and -converfe of all
: ‘ others,
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others, for the converfe of fome one
bolom Fricnd, that is dearer to me than
they all, as Fonathan to David: And
can I not much more be fati.fied in thee
alone; and Jet go all if | m:y continue
with thee? My very Dog will gladly
forfuke all the Town, and all Perfonsin
the world, to follow me alone! And
‘have I not yet found fo much Love and
Goo 'nefs in thee my dear and blefled
God, as to be willing to conver{e alone
with thee ? . All men deligst moftin the
company of thnfc that love them beft:
They choofe not to converfe with the
Multitude when they look for folace and
content, hut with their deareft Friends:
And thould any be fo dear tome as God
O were not thy Love unworthily neg
leéte ' by an un:hankful heart, 1 (hould
never e fo unfatisfied in thee, but thould
take up, or feck my comforts in chee: I
fhould then fay, Whom have 1 in Hea.
ven but thee, and there isnone on.Earth
that [ defire befides thee! Though not
only mv Friends, but my Fleth and Heart
th‘cn'.felves thould fail me, it is thou that
will ftill be the firength of my heart,
and my portion forever: it is good
thercfore for me to draw ncar to "t‘;lce,
. ow

‘by my righ; hand : And guide m¢
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how far foever 1 am-from Man: O let
me there dwell where thou wilghot be
frange, for thy loving kindnefs is better
than Lfe. 1Inftead of the multitude of
my tu:moiling thoughts, lec me be takieh
up in the bilieving views of thy recon.
cled Face, and in the gled Attendance
vpon thy Grace 5 or at lcift in the mul.
titude of my thoughts within me, let
thy cclefiial coniforts celight my foul.
Let me dwell as-in thy Fanilys ard
when Iawake, letme Fe fl) wi.b thee!
Let me go no whither but where 1 am
ftill fol'owing thee: Let me o nothing
but thy work, nor feric any other but
when T nay trulvcall it aferving thees
Lect me hear nething 1ut thy voice, and
It rue know thy voice by wharever in-
firument thou fhalt tpeak: Let me nevet
fce a:y thing Luc th felf and the glafs -
that s cprefenteth thee, and the Books in
in which I may read thy Nawe: And

‘et me nevee play with theout:fidre, and

gaze on Wordsand Letiers as nhgnifi-

cant, and not otfcrve thy Naume which

istuedenf:.  Whether it be in con-pany
orin folitude, let me: be continually with
thee, and do thou youchffe to kol me
with

thy

*




 His Love by which and upon which

- which is troubled: Ifall my friendsftand
about me when Iam dyitig, they. cansot
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thy counfel, and. afterwards:.receive' me
unto thy Glory, Pfal 73,23y 24,24,26,
28. Pfal. 63.3. . -

. 4. 1t God he with me :I am notalone;
fprisk fhall be with him whefe Love is of
greator-ufe and benefit to-maey vhan the love
of all my Friends inthe world. Their Love
may .perhaps be fome little comfort,
as it floweth from His: But it i
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tike away the fears of deathy nor fecure
ny paffage to cverlafting life: Death
will be Death il and danger will be dan- -
ger, when all my fricnds have done theie
bet. EBucmy Almighty friend is Alifuf-
frient: He can prevent my ficknefs, of
rehoke and cufe ityor make it fo good.1q
me, that I fhall thank him for it : Hecan
blot out my tranfgrefliors, and forgive
dmyfing and jultific me when the world
and my confcience do condemn me: He
an teach me to belicve, to repent, tQ
pray, to hope, to fuffer, and to overs
come : He can quiet my fou!in the midfk
of trouble, and give mea well grounded
everlalting peace, and a joy which noman
an take from me. He can dcliver me
from all the corruptions and diftcmpers
of my frowagd heart ; and eafc me and
fecure me in the troublefom war which
is daily managed in my breaft. He can
make it as cafie a thing todye, asto lye
down and take my reft when-Lam weary,
or to undrels me at night and go to bed,
He can teach Death to lay by:;ts rerrible
fpec, and tp fpcalpwith amild and com>
fortable voices& to bringme the joyfullctt
tydings that evex came unto ?y ears ; and
to preach to me'the laft and fwectet 3:;"

it | ’ ,

4 Live. -It is His Love that gives me’
Life and, Tome, and Health and Food,
and Prefervation 3 that gives me Books,
givesme books and giveth me underftand-
ing : that giveth me provifion, and taveth
me from turning it to pernicious fle(bli.
nefs and excefs 3 that giveth me even my*
fricids themfelves, and faveth me from
that abuie which might make them tome
worfc thanenemics. The Sun, the Earth,
theAir is not fo ufcful or ncedful to me 4s
his Love. The Love of all my friends
cannot make me well when Iam fick: It
cannot forgive the fmalleft of my:fins; not
yet affure me of Gods forgivencfs : It
cannot heal the maladies of my foul, not
give a folid lafting peace to the confcience

gake
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mon, even the fane that our 2aviour preas

ched on the Crols [ Lute 21, 43. Perly

1 [y unto thee, To duy fbale thou be with
Chriftin Pa adif:) S .

~*And isthis the-difference between the
Yoye of trm 2ad of Godp And-yetdo I

Bent thélofsof man)  And yet am I'fo
Bickwared to converle with Goty andto
bé {atighod m his-Love alonz 1" Ah ay
Gnd, how juftiv niayeft thou withhold
that Love which | thus undérvaluesy and
Fefnle that convertewhich'l have fivft re.
folei? and wrn me over tomany tallly
man, to linfa! wan, whole convertel{d
much defire, tifl | have learnt by dearitts
perience the diffireace beeween mad.gnd
God, ani betwegn ah farrhy and (dn
Heaverly friend! Alasy have 1 not tryd
ed it oft en~ugh, o have Riwn i hege
ter hefore chis day ! Have:V rotoofte:
nough' found: wh-t munis in a tinieol
tryal! Have I ing bidus toli irovieand
over, and.told it to- the\quick, by deceit
ful frierds, by felf-fecking friends, by
mutable, Terrongons,: deceived, fcandgs
lous, backflding-itti€ndsy by proud ard

quadrelloth, vexatinus:frendsy by-felb
gricved, tkoubled friendss thishave bl

. i
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brought me-all their calamities and griefs
to be additions to my own; by tempting

 friends, that have drawn me to fin more.

efectudly than enemies 3 by tehder,

fiithful, but unable friends, that have

but fetcht fire from my calamities and
forrows to kindlc their own, not equally

Maring, but cach' one taking all my trou-’

ble entirely to himfelf : that have been

willing, but infufficient torelieve me and

therclore the greater was their Love; the
greater was their own, and_confequent-
ly mine afliQion , that would have been
with me, but could not 5 thar would fain
have eafed my pain, and firengthened
my languithing body, but could not;
that would fain have removed all my
ttoubles, and comforted my caft down
mind, butcouldnot. O how often have
[ found that humane fricndfhip:isa fweet
defired addition to our wos 3 a beloved
calamity,. and an.afflition .which nature
will not be without, not becaule it Loveth
evil, norbecaufe it is wholly decesved in

its choice. (for there is Good i0 fn’ekaﬂri{;_
¢

3
and defight in holy Love) but becau

the Good which is here accompanied with
(0 much evil, is the beg
high ang dutable frend

inn'ng of a more
(hipy and.paintsth
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us.up to the bleffed delightful fociety
and converfe which in the héavenly Fers.
falem we fhall have with Chrift,

‘But O how much better have I found
the friendthip of the All-fufficient God!
His Love hath not only pitited me, but
relicved me:  He hath not only been as
it were afflitted with me in my afflictions,
but he hath-delivered me feafonably, and
powerfully, andfweetly hath he delivered
me: And when he had once told me that
my afflitions were his own, 1had no reas
fon to doubt of a deliverance. My bur
dened mind hath been eafed by his Love,
which was but more burdened by the
fruitlels Love of all my friends.” Oft
have I come to man for help, and eafe,
and comfort, and gone away as from an
cmpty Ciltern, that had no water to

ool my thirft; but God. hath been a §” ght , ;
prefent help : Could I but gee wear him, him, and dwelt with him 3 yea dwelt im

1 was fure of Light, how great focver | ity and he-inme : and then'l (hould not :
was my former darl’me(%: g!oculd 1 gu& § lave mift any friends, . nor, felt mine ene~ <
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pilh heart lay dead on carth, dnd would
not ftir, or 1uickly fall down again, -if by
iny Celeftial force it began to be drawh
upy and move alittlc towards him: My
arnal mind was entangled in divertin
wnities: And thus } have beenkept fro
communion with rhy God. Kept! not
by force or humane tyranny 3 not by bars
or bolts, or diktance of a .piace, or by
the lownefs of my condition; mnor by
ay mifreprefentations - of reproach of
fman; bat, alis, bymy felf, by thedarks
nels and deadnefs, and fluggithnefs, and
earthlinefs, and fefhlinefs, and pafinng
of a naughty heart. Thef¢ have beem
my bars, and’ bolts, and jaylors 3 Thefe
arethey that have kept me from my:God g
Had it not been for thefe I might have got:
mearer ¢0 him 3 I might have walkt with

getnear bim, 1 was fure of warming quick- § Mies: And is.it_my finful difande frotm

) ning ‘Life, how deid foever Ihqult’mm gy God that hath bRan my lofs, my wik
before: But all my: mifery was, that I | dcrhefs, my wos! Andis it 3 neaserads
could not ges mear kim! My darkencd . | Mittance to the prefence of hiskove thie

- Rranged guilsy foul, -could not get quict- wult be.my secoveryandmy joy,. ifgieel

.. gamddfathfying atqosinestices My lum. | Rtisin tojoy!; Osthien:my.foul,. laghol
o g, o eclathlying acqualnuiices My lum. i ik ho Rsegieilt: a0
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or raiment, or labour, or journying, ot
Recreations, about fociety and publick -
pace : But what are thefe to my bufi-
aels with God! Indced with holy men [
have holy Bufingli; but that is but ag
they are Mellengzrs from God, and come
to me on his bufinefs, and fo they muft
dbedearly welcome: But even then my
bufinefs is mach more with God then
with them ; with him that {ent them, then
with the Meffenger, Indeed my bulfincfs
with God is fo great, that IfI hadnota
Mediator to:encouragé and afhift me, to
do my work and procure we acceptance,
the thoughs of it would overwhelm my.
Souh, . e e
'O therefore my Soul, let man ftand by s
ltis the Eternal ‘God thatT-have to.do,
with : And with whom am I to tranfaltin
this hittle time che bufinefs of my endlefs
life. 1 have to deal with GoJ thrpugh,
Chrift, for the pardon of my fins, ofall.
iy great and grievous fing 3y and Wo to: ¢
me if 1 fpeed not, thagever T wasborn s,
[ have fore hopes of pardon, but inter-
mixt with many perplexing feats : Lhave,
¢vidences much blotted, and not saﬁlye;
underftood -1 want affurance that he Isin--

‘mv Fa recongiled to. me, .
q:_ed,xfny, Eauhc.r,and.é e and
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by him draw neir to God: And ceafe
from man whofe breath is in his noftrils:
Love God in his Saints, and delightfully
coniverfe with Chrift in them, while thou
halt opportunity. But Remember thou
Livett not upon them, or on their Love,
but upon God, and thereforcdefire rheir |
- Company but for His: And if thou have
His, be content if thou have not theirs,

Hewants not man that enjoyeth Ged,
Gather up all the Love, and Thoughts,
and Defires which have been feattered
and loft upon the Creatures, and fet
them all on God himlelf, and prefs
into his prefence, and converfe with him,
and thou fhalt find the miftake of thy
‘prefent difcontents, and {fweet experience
fhall tell thee thou haft made a happy
change. \ '

S« If God be with me, I am not alone,
becanfe he is with me with whoms my great.
eff bufinefs lyeth: And what company

~ {hould I defire, but theirs with whom I
7 havemy daily ncceflary work to do? 1

have more to do with God, than with all

the World: Yea more and greater bufi-

nefs with him in one day, than with all

.the World in all my life."I have bufinefs

‘with man: sbout hdufe; z)r;‘,lands-,ior.foqc!;
‘ o) ’ . J' X

’




126 ' Of Cowvexfing
and will receive me to himfelf when the
World forfaketh me : I have many .
guithing gr.ces to be ftrengthened;; and
alas, what radicated, obftinate, vexatiow
corruptions to be cured! Can I look-in,
to my heart, into iuch an unbelieving,
dead, and earthly heart, into fuch a proud
and peevith and difordered heart, into
fuch a trembling, perplexcd, felf-accufing
heart, and yet not underftand how great
my bufine(s is with God ! Can.I perufe
my fins, or fecl my wants, and fink un:
der my weaknefles, and yet not cifcerh
how great my bufinefs is with God!
Can 1 look back upon all the time thatl
have_loft, and all the grace that I'on
ghan\fully refited, &nd all:the mercies
that | trod under foor; br fool’d away;
and can I look before me dnd fee how
near my time is to an end, and yet not uf
der®and how great my bufinefs is with
G-d; Canl think-of the malice and dic
fipence of Satan, the number, power and
fubti'tv «finine Ene:nies, the many fnares
and dangers that are ftill before me, the
ftrength and number of temptations, and
my ig orance, un-vatchfutnefs and weaks
nef: to- refit, "and yet not know that my
greateft bufinels is with God ¢ Can [ fee}
S s My
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ay afflictions and lament them, and think
my hurden greater than I can bear, and
fod that man caanot relieve mej can I
go mourning in the heavinefs of my foul,
nd watermy Bed with Tears, and fill the
air with my groans and lamentations, ot
fecl my foul overwhelmed within me, fo
that my words are iatercepted, and | am
readier to breik than fpeak, and yet not
perceive that my greateft bufinels is with
God? Canl think of dying? Can ldraw
near to judgment? Can I think-of ever
laRiag joys in Heaven? and of everlaft-
ing pains in Hell, and yetnot feel that my
greatelt bufinefs is with God? O then,
my foul, the cafe is eafily refolved; with
whom it is that thou muft:moft de ;rouflfg~
and ferioufly converfe, Where fliould
thou be but where thy bufinefs i¢, and
fo great bufinefs ! - Alus, what have 1 to
do with man? what can it do but make
my head ake, to hear a deal of fenfelels
chat, ahout preferments, lands and dlg}
nities, about the words and thoughts 0
Men, and a thoufand toys that ar¢ ut
terly impertinent to my great |mP‘°'SI"
ments, and fignifie nothing buﬁ that; ¢
dreaming world is not awake’ W‘ at
pleafure is it to fee the bufles of a Bed an:
G4  Wo d?
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world? what a ftir they make to prove or
make themfelves unhappy ? How low
and of how little weight, arc the learned
difcourles about fyllables and words, and
names and notions, and mood and.figure,
yea, or about the higheft Plancts, whenall
arc not referred unto God ? Were it not
that fome converfe with men, doth fur-
ther my converle with Gody and that
God did tranfa&t much of his bufincfs by
his meflengers and fervants, it wereno
matter whether everl more faw the face
ofman : werc it not that my Malter hath
placed me in focicty, and appointed me
and muchof my werk for others, and wirh
othcrs, and much of his merey is convey-
ed by others, man might ttand by, and
folitude were Detter then the beft fociety,
and God alone (Fould take me vwp. O
nothing i: fo much my mifery and (hame,
as that I am no more willing, nor better
skille! in the management of my great
important bufinefs ! That my work is
with God, and my heart is no more with
nim! O what might I doin holy medi.
tation or Prayer one houry ifl wereas
ready for pray. r, and asgood at prayer

asone that hath fo long opportunity and .
fogreatneceflity toconverfe with God,

fhou!
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hould bé! A prayerlefs heart, aheart’
that flyeth away from God, is moft excu=
fible in fuch a one asl, t hath
nuch important bufinefs with him : It 1s

work that muft be done 5. and if well done; :
will never bg repented of: I ufenotto

wtorn from the’ prefence of God (when
indecd I have drawn near him) a3 Ido |
lrom the company of empty men, fepent-:
ing that I have loft my: time, and trems
bled that my mind is Adllcompofc.d or dg.
wefled by the vanity and earthly Havour .
of their difcourfe: I oft.repent: that ) ¢
have prayed to him fo coldly, and conver->
fed with him fo. megligently, and: ferved
him fo remifly; butl never repent of the
lime, the cares, thewffliétions, orthe dilj-:
gence imployed: in his holy works . Many
atime.1 have repented that:ever I{pent " |
fomuch time with:man,-and wifhe Thad .

never {cen the faces of fome that are €Wil.,
nentin the world, whofe favour and con-
vetfe others are ambitious of :i- But 1t18:
my. greif and;fhame that fo fmall a part

that hath fo -

of all my lifc,chath been {pent ‘w.ul: Gedg
and that fevent prayer and heaven'y cor‘!-
tetiplations,: have been {o 1eldo:p and g
hort. O that 1 had lived more with Gnd,

- ' it of
tMugh 1had been lefa wn;h my deare o
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noy friends! How much more blamelefs,
regularand pure! How muchmore fruit-
ful, and anfiverable to my obligations and
profeflions! How much more comfort-
ableto my review ! How many falls, and

* hurts, and wounds, and greifs, and groans

might L haveefcaped ! O how muchmere
pleafing isit naw.tomy Remembrance, to
think:of the hougs in which I have lain at
the feet of God, though it were in tears
and imam, than ta think of the time
which I have: fpent in any common con-
verfewith thegreatet, or the learnedeft,
ot the deareft of my acquaintance !

And as my Greateff bufinefs is with
God, fo my daily.bufinefs is alfo with
Bbim: He purpofely leaveth me under
wants, and fuffers neceflities daily tore:
gurn, and enemies to affault me, and
aflition. to furprize me, that lmaK be
daily driven to him : He loveth to hear
from me ¢ He would have me beno ftran:
ger withthim : 1 havebufinefs with him
everyhour: I necd not wang employ-

ment for all the facultics of my:Sowly
Hea-..

I know what it is to convesfe in
ven. Even Prayer, and every holy
thought of God, hath an Objet fo
Jreap and excellent, as- fhould whO‘I"Y

| gaKe
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teke me up. ~Nothing muft be thought
ot fpoken lightly about the Lord. His
Name mufk not be taken invain: No-
thing that is common befeemeth his.
Worlhipers. He will be fandtified of all
that (hall draw near him: He muftbe
loved with all the Heart and Might.
His Sesvants niced not be wearied for
want of employment, mor through the
lightnefs ot unprofitablenefs of their e
ployment: If I had Cities to build,
or Kingdoms to govetn, I might better
complain for want of ‘Employment for
the Faculties of my Soulj than 1 - can
when I am to convetfe it Heaven. In
other Studies the delight abateth, when
[ have reachedmy defire; andknow alt
that T can know : . But it God therers
infinitely more to be “known, when 1
know the moft. 1 am neverx fatiated witht
the cufinefs of knowing, fforarc my des:
fites abated by any winfefulne[sor nware
thinefs in the Objed; but Iam drawit’
to it by it's highek Exceltencies; and
drawn. on to- defire’ more -and more By
the infinitene(y ‘of tHe. Eight ‘which I

ehs | be idle, or feem 1O
ehjoyed. - If 1 be wdiés want

have not yet beheld, and thie-infinite- -
nefs of the Good which yet [ havenot *

<
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want employment, when I am to con-
template all -the Attributes, Relations,
Mercics, Works, and revealed perfetti-
ons of the Lord, it’s fure for want of
Eyes to fee, or a Heart enclined to my
bufinefs: 1f God .be not enough to cm-
ploy my Soul, then all the Perfons and
Things on Earth are not enough.

And when I have Infinite Goodnefs to
delight in, wherc my Soul may freely let
out it felf,and never need to fear excels of
Love 3 how fweet thould this employment
be ? As Knowledge, {o love is never finted
here, by the narrownefs of the Obje&:
can never love him in any proportion
cither to his Goodnefs and amiablencfs
in himfelf, or to his Love to us. What
need have Ithen of any other company
or bufinefs,when [ have infinite Goodnels
to delight in, and to Love (further than
thea fubferve this greatet Work?) .

ome home then, O my Soul, to God::
Converle in Heaven ¢ Turn away thine
eyes from beholding Vanity: et not
thy affeQions kindle upon ftraw or bry.,
a1s, that go out when they have madea
flath or noife, and leave: theeto thy cold
and darknefs: But come and dwell upon
celeftial beautics; and make it thy daily.
an
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andmoft diligent Work, to kindle thy-
Jffections on the infinite cverlafting,
Good 3 and then they will never be ex-
tinguithed or decay for want of Fewels
but the further they go, and the longer
they burn, the greater will be the Flame.
Though thou find if hard while Love is
but a Spark to make it burn, and com-.
plain that thy cold and backward heart
is hardly warmed with the love of God,
yet when the whole pile hath taken fire,
and the flame afcendeth, fire will breed
fire, Love will caufe Loye ;.and all the.
malice of Hell it felf thall never be able
to fupprefs or quench it unto all Eternity.

6. And it is » great Encouragement
to my converfe with God, thatno mif-
underftanding, no roalice of Encmics, no
former fin or prefent:frailty, no, nor
the infinite diftance of the moft-holy glo-
rious God, can hinder my accefls to him,
or turn away his Eat of Love, opmtefr..
rupt my leave and liberty of converfe. <

(c- with-. the poor, theirwants.
:Hiaotxgz being greatar than | can f'up.o-: .
ply : - Their.complaints and c:q:u.'&amcms.t
which 1 cannot fatisfie, are my troublg.

If I would converfe with Great oncs, it

. is no cafieto get accefs : and lefs eal‘;:;

o
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to have their Favour, unlefs I would
purchale it at too dear a ratc: How
ftrangely and contemptuoufly do the
look at their inferiours! Great Friendg
muft be made for a word or Smile : And
if you be not quickly gone, they are
aweary of you: And if you feek any
thing of them, or would put them to any
- coft or trouble, you are as welcom- to
them as fo many Vermin or noifom
Creaturcs. They pleafe them beft that
drive you away, With how much la-
- bour and difficulty mut you clime, if
you will fee the top of one of thefe
Mountains? And when you are there
you are but in a place of barrennefs:
and havenothing to {atisfie you for you:

painsy buta larger profped and vertigi. -

nous defpe& of the lower grou ich
arenot your own: It isg fclgg:nw't'l’!ﬁ
thefe Great Onesare to be fpokem with :
And perhaps their. Speechis but a denyai‘
of your Requefts,if not fome fnappith and
cantempruous Rejetion, thar makes you
gl:d;‘.' wheni you ace got far enouph from
the ) and makes.you the beerer like and
avethe acceflible calm & froicful Plbing
But, O howmuch greater encourage-

ments hath my: Soul to conwerfe with .

God!
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God! “Company never hindercth him
from harkning to my Suit:~He is Infis.
nite andOmnipotent,: and as fufficiens-
for every individuabSoul, asifhe hadno-
other to look after in the World : When
he is taken up with. the attendance and
praifes of his heavenly Hoft, he is as free
and ready to attend and anfwer the
groans and’ prayers of contrite: Soul,
as if he had no-nobler Creatures, nor
no higher Setvice to regard. 1 am oft
unready, but Godis never unready: [
am unreadyto-pray, butheisnotunrea.:
dy to hear: 1am unready to ‘come to
God, to walk with him, and to- folace
my Soul with him3 but he is never ufl-
ready to entertain me. Many a time:
my Gonfcience would have driven me
away, when he hath called me to him;
andt rebuked my accufing fearful Con-
(cience. Many atime 1 have called my-
felf a Prodigal, a companion of Swine,
o miferable hand-hearted Sinner, unwors:
thy tobe called: his Son, whien he hath'
called me: Child,: and ‘chid me for my.
queftioning hs Love. He hatlvreadily:
férgiven the Sinawhich I thovght would’
have made my Soul fuet of Helly Her

Y with Joyy witly -
hatfl entertained me with Joy, Mufick
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Mufick and a Feaft, when I better. de-:
ferved to have been among the Dogs:
without his Doors. He hath -embraced

me in his {ultaining confolatory Arms, -
.when he might have fpurned my guilty

Soul to Hell, and faid, Depart from me,

thou worker of Iniquity, I know thee

not. O littledid [ think, that hecould
ever have forgotten the Vanity and Vil

lany of my Youth ; yea, fo eafily have |
forgotten my moft aggravated fins.When

I had finned againft Light; when 1 had

rehfted Conicience; when I had fre.

quently and wilfully injured Love; I

thought he would never have forgot.

ten it:  But the greatnefs of his Love

and Mercy, and the blood and intercef- -
fion of his Som, hath cancelled all. O

how many Mercies ;have I tafted fince

1 thought 1 had finned away all Mer-

cies! How patiently hath he born with

me; (ince I thought; he would never
have putupmore 2~ And yet befidesmy .
fins ang, the: withdrawings' of my own ,
heart, there hath been nothing to -ing,
tetrupt Qur.tonverfe,. Though' he 'be-
Gody and 1. a worm, yet that would

not haye kept me-out: Though he be:
in Hcavqg, yet he is near to fuccour
RN me
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me on Earth, in all that I call upon him
for: Though he have the praifc of
Angels, he difdaineth not my Tears and
Groans: Though he have ‘the perfet
Love of perfeéx Souls, he knoweth the
little Spark in my Brealt, and defpifeth
not my weak and fanguid Love : Though
| injure and dithonour him by loving
Jim no more; though-I oft forget him,
and have been out of the way when he
hath come or called me; thoughl-havc
difobediently turned away minc c€ars,
and unkindly refufed the entertainments
of his Love, and unfaithfully plaid with
thofe whofe company he forbad me,
he hath not divorced me, nor turned
me out of doots, O wonderful! that
Heaven will be familiar with ,Eatt!\!
and God with Man! the Bigheft with
a Worm! and the moft Holy with an
unconftant Sinner ! - Man refufeth me,
whenGod will entertainme: Man, that
is no wifer or better than my‘fclf. l.hofc':
that [ never wronged or deferved ill oﬁ;,l -
rejeét me with Reproach: And Go

whom I have unfpeakably injured, doth
invite me, and intreat me, and cnncllel-
cendeth to me, as if he werce beholden

to me to be faved: Men that,ld:}zx-
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deferved well of, do abhor me: And
God that I have deferved Hell of, (oth
accertme, The beft of chem are Briars,
and asa thorny Hedge, and he is Love,
and Reft, and Joy: And yet Ican he
mote welcom to him, tho-gh Lhive of-

feaded hm, thin I canto them whonI

have obliged: 1 have fteer lcave tocaft
my (1:finto my Fathers Arms, than to
tuuhle in thole Briars, or wallow in
the Dire. I upbraid my (clf with my
fins, but he doth not upbraid me with
them. [condemn my felf for themy but
he condenins me not: He forgivet me
fon'r than [ can forgive my GIf: 1
have peace with him, before I can have
peace of Conlcience, )

O therefore mv Soul, draw near to
him that is o willing of thy compny!
That fro-voeth thee not away,unlefs it be
when tho halt fallen into the dirt, that
tho: maylt wath thee from thy fl-
thinels, andthe feter for his converfe,
Draw near-to him that will not wrong
thee, by believing mifreports of Ene-
mies, or laying to thy charge the things
thou Kiewek not : but will forgive the
Wrongs thou haft done to him, and jufti-
fic thee from the fin, that Confcience

layeth

aveth to thy charge. Come to him
Ithsgt by his Q,Nord agnd Spirit, his Mint.
fters and Mercics calleth thee to come 3
and hath promifed, that thofe that come
to him, he will in no wife (hut out. 0
walk with him that will bear thee up,

with God in ﬁlimde. 139

and lcad thee as by the right hand (Pfal.
3. 23.) and carry his lnfapts when they
cannot go! O fpeak to him that teich-
cth thee to {peak, and: underftancerh
and accepts thy Stammerings aud help-
cth thine Infirmitics when thou knowelt

and giveth thce Groans when thou haft
not wrds. and kmowe b the meaning of
his Sparit in thy. Groanss that cannot
be comained inthe " Heaven of Heavens
and yet hath refpect to the comvrite Soul,
tha: trembleth at his word, and feareth
his difpleature : That pityeth the 1 e;rs,
and de{pileth not the fighing of a hro‘ eln
heart, not the defires of_thc forrow'uls
O walk with him that s never wéar‘y'
of the converfe of an up ight Smf) ]
That is never angry with thee, but for
fiying from him, or for dra?mg back, t:‘l'
being too frange, and refuling the k!lr:h;
nefs and felicity of his pu:feng:‘.c R-’-of
day iscoming - when  the proudelt.

the

not what to pray for as thou oughteft 3

\
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the Sons of Mcn. would be glad of a
good look from him, that thou haft
lcave to walk with: Even they that
would not look on thee, and they that
injured and abuled thee, and they that
inferiours could have no accels toy O
how gl:d would they be then of a'Swile,
or aword of hope and mercy from thy
Father! Draw ncar then to him, on
whom the whole Creation dothd pend;
whofe favour at laft the proudelt and
the wotft would parchafe with the toud.
et cries, when all their pomp and plea:
fure is gone, and can purchafc nothing,
O walk with him that is Love it felf,
and think him not wswilling-ot unlovely
and let not the Decciver by hideous
mifreprefentations drive thee from him:
when thou haft fele a while the ftorms
abroad, mcthinks thou fhouldft fay,
How good, how fafe, how fwecet is it
to draw near to God!

7. With whom (hould I fo defivonfly con-
verfe, as with him whom I maft live with
for ever 2 U 1 take p'eafure in my Houle,
or Land,or Country,my walks, my books
or friends themfelves as cloathed with
fleh, T mu® poffefs this pleafure but
a little while; Henceforth know we no

man
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man after the flefh: Had we'known
@l Chrift himfelf after the fleth, wé mult
know hiim fo no more for ever, (Though
his Glorified fpiritual Body we fhall
know.) Do you converfe with Father
or Mother ? with” Wives or Children ?
with Paftors and Teacheri ? Though
you may converle with thefe as Glorifi
ed Saims, when you come to Chrift, yet
in thefe Relations that they ftard in to
you now, you fhall converfe withthem
but a lictle whiles For the time is fhore :
It vemaineth that both they that bave wives
be as thoxgh they bad none s and they that
weep as though they wept not s and they that
rejoyce as though they rejoyced nots and
they thae buy as though they poffsffed not
8 wnd they that ufe the Worldy as not abu-
fing it "(or as though they Hfed it not?)
for the fafhion of this World doth pafs a.
way.] 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30, 31.

Why then fhould I fo much regard; a
| converie of fo thort continvance ? -\Why
thould I be fo familiar in my Inn, and
fo in love with that familiarity, as to
gricve when1 muft but think of leaving .
it, or.talk of.going home, and look fors
ward: to the placewhere I mutt-dwell for
&ver 2 ;fhall -..Ebe-. foﬂfl;pfath‘:_;gbgpanyj&i C o
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a paffenger th.t | travel with (yea per.
baps one that doth but meet me in the
way, and go:th toa contrary place) and
thall I not take more pleafure to remem-
ber home? I will not be fo uncivil as to
deny thofe 1 neet a (hort falute, orto
be friendly with my fellow-Travellors:
But remember,O my Soul, that thou doft
not dw:# but travel here, and thar it is
thy F.ithers Houfe where thou muft a-
bide forever: Yea and he ir nearer thee
than Man (thongh invifible) cven in thy
way. O {ce him then that is invifible:
Hearken to him when he fpea.eth: O-
bey his voice: Ooferve his way: Speak
to him bold'y, though humbly and re-
verently, a, his Child, about-the great
concernments of thy State: Tell him
what it isthat aileth thee: And feeing
all thy fmart is the fruit of thy own fin,
confefs thy folly and unkindnefs, crave
his forgivenefs, and remember him what
his Son hath {uffered, and for what:
Treat with him about thy futute courfe:
Defire his Grace, and give up thy felfto
his Conlu@ and his Cure: Weep over
in his Ears the Hiftory of thy mifdoings
and unthankjul courfe : Tell is: him with
ptnimpiu_i tears and grodrs s~ |
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| fallek, defpair not, but crave his help-
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him alfo the advantage that he hath for
the honouring of his grace, if it may now
abound where fin aboundeth: Tell him
that thou art moft offended with th
felf, for that which he is moft offende
with: ‘That thou art angry with thy dif:
obedient unthankful heart: That thou
art cven a weary of that heart that loa
veth him no more : And that it fhall ne-
ver pleafe thee, till it love him better
and be more defirous to pleafe him ¢ Tell
him of thy Enemies, and crave the
prote@ion of his Love: Tell him of .
thy frailties, infirmities and paffions,
and crave not only his tender forbear-
ance,, but his help: Tell him that
without him thou canft do nothing; and
crave the Grace that is fufficient for thee,
that through him that ftrengtheneth thee
thou maye® do all things: When thou

ing hand to raife thee. Speak to him ef-
pecially of the everlatting things, -and
thank him for his' Promifes; and for thy
Hopes: For what thou thale be, and hdve,
and do among his Holy enes for cver, Ex-
prefs thy, joys in the promife of thofe

s: that thou muft fee:tis Glory; afd
joys s n VA -Cl‘?&g_ﬂ |

love him, and - praifchim Dbett
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finned againft Heaven and befote’ hi'tzg'
and ‘art no more worthy  to be. called'.
his Son ; but yet fly hot from him, but*
beg his pardon and the priviledges ofa>
Servant: And thou- wilt find cmbrace-: :
ments, when thon feareft condemnations® |
and find that he is merciful dnd ready’
to forgives ‘Only retdrn, and keep clos’
fer to him for the time to come. I the:
breach through thy neglect be'gone fo’
far, as that thou feemeft to have §tt thy'
God, and to be caft off, and left forfa.
ken 5 defpair not yet; for he doth but’
hide is face till thou repent: He dath
not forfike thee, butonly tell thee what
it is to walk fo ‘carelefly as if thou’
wouldft forfake him: ‘Thouart fatter add "
farer i his Love and Covenant then thou” '
canft believe or apprehend. ~ Thy Lord
was, ds .-.d.efr..‘ as'évet to his Fither, whep
he ¢ryed | ut, My God," why “haft-thon
forfaken pre. Butyet negled Himnot, and .
benot regaldlefs of his withdrawings &nd °
of thy {afs ¢ 'Lift up thy-'voice and cry-

X { ’i by
in‘defpight of unbelicf, -
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thoucanft now defire. Beginthofe prats
fcs, and as thou walkeft with him, take
pleafure in the mention of his perfecvions s
be thankfu!l to him and fpeak good of
his Name : Solice thy {elf in remembring
what a God, what a defence and portion
a'l belivwers have: And in confidering
whither he is now coaducting thee, and
what he will do with thee, and what ufe
he will make of thee forever: Speak
with Rejoycing of the glory of his works,
and the righteoulnefs cf his judgmen's,
-and the holirefs and evennefs of his
ways : Sing forth his praifes with a joy-
ful] heart, and pleafant and triumphing
voice ; and frown away all flavifh fears,
all importune malicious fuggeRions or
doubts, all peevith hurtful nipping gricfs,
that would mar or interrupt the melody 5
and would untunz or unftring a raifed
‘well compoled Soul. Thy Father loveth
thy vecy moans and Tears: But how
‘much more doth he love thy Thanks and
Prailc? Or if indeed it-be a Winter
" time, a ftormy day with thee, ‘and he

oSopn in,peaggyiand

IORN I

fe - He bi  he Roue [Forhers )

'feem to ‘chide or hide his face becaufe c'w‘ ?UIF"T “Bither, "y i vty

.thou haft offegded him, let the cloud m’ ;i#;az,jj';é g “ehion. (halt’ ‘hear - him'?

that is gatheted : by, thy.‘;l?pllz come [l Aniirer thee cat it [  Ehitd 1
| hatt { Gy G £O b daf s ids hy fue
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~ his way ! Makethy moan ungo the watch-

with God in [olitude. 14y
men and ask them, where thou mayft .
find thy Lord. And at laft he will ap+
pear to thee, and find thee firkt, that thou
mayft find him, and fhew thee where-it
was that thou didft lofe him, by lofing
thy felf and turning from him! feck him
and thou fhalt find him : wait and he will
appear in kindnefs : For he never faileth
ot forfaketh thofe that' wait upon him.

This kind of Converfe; O my foul;
thou hatt.to profecute with thy God.
Thou hat alfo the concernments of all -
bis fervantss his affiscted oness his broken

and why baft thou for[aken me: O whay,
foall 1 do here withons thee ! O leave me
noty lofe me not in shis bowling wilderncfs!.
Let me not be a prey 10 any ravening beaft !
1o my fin, t0 Satan, to my foes and thine ]
Lift up thy yoiceand weep, and tell him,
they are the tears and lamentation of bis
child: O beg of him, that.thy watder-,
ings and childifh folly, may not be taken
as aas of enmity, or at leaft that they
may be pardoned ; and though he corret
thee, that he will return and not forfake
thee, bat ftill take thee and ufethee as
his child. O if thou haft not words to: Jbearted oes, his difeafed ones, his porfee
pour out before him, at leaft finite upon Jeuted ones, to tell him of: Tell him alfo -
thy breaft, and though. thou be athamed’ bof the concernments of bis- Kingdow, >the
or afraid to look up toward Heaven, look ury of his Enemies, thedithonour they
down and fay,[Q Lord,be mercifulto me 4 faft upon his Name, ‘the matters of his
finner,] and he will take it for anaccep- §Gofpel, caufeand intereftin the world s
table fuit, thattendethtothy pardon and JBut il let his Righteous Judgment be
juftification, and will number fugh d fen-, emembred, and all be terminated in the
tance with the prayers which he canirot” Jelorious cverlafting Kingdom. - .
deny. Or if thou cry, and canftnot hear Is it not much better thus to converfe
of him, and haft long called outupon thy with him that 1 muft be with for ever, a-
Fathers Name, and heareft not his.yoice bout the place, and the company, and
and hatt no return 3 enquire after hith of Jwork, and concernments of my perpetu-
thofe thou meeteft: Ask for him.of theni” Jil abode, thenito be takenup with ftrans.
¢hat know him and are acquainted With Qeers in my way, “and detained by their
impertinencies'?- M Lo ;
. 2 . L '
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- I'haveform'd my felf folongin thefe
meditations, that 1 will but hame the refty
and ;tell you what 1 had further to have
treated on, and lcave the enlargementto
your own meditations. :

8. 1 have no reafon to be wearyo
converfe with God, fecing it is that for
which all buman converfe is regardable,
Converfe with man is only fo far defirable
as it tendeth to our Cosverfe withGod:
And therefore the end muft be preferred
before the means.

9. It is the Office of Chriff, and the
work, of the Holy Ghoft, and the ufe of all
the means of Grace, and of 4l creatares,
mercies and afflictions, toreduce.ourftiay-
ing fouls to God, that we may converfe
with him and enjoy him. = |
. 10, Converfe with Godismoft fuitable
to thofe that ave [o near to death; Itbeft
prepareth for it: It is likeft tothe wor
that we are next todo. We had.aather
when death comes, be found converfing
with Godthen with Man: Itis God that
a dying man hath principally to do with:
It is hit judgment that he is going to;
and hisamercy that he hath to-truft upon:
And thésefore it concerneth usitoidraw
near him#ow, and be no firangets to him,
s S - le

fe§t ftrangencfs. then fhould be.our. ters

rour. T SRR

11. How wonderful a condefcenfion
is it-that God fhowld be willing to converfs
with me}. with fuch a worm and finfol .
wretch : And therefore how unexcufas

le is my. crime,: if ] refufo his company}

and fo great amercy ! S
12, Laftly, Heaven it felf isbut our
Converfe with God and his- .Glorified
ones, (though in a more perfect manner
then we can hereconceive.) And.-there-
fore our-holy converfe with him herels
the ftate that is likeft Heaven, and that
prepareth for it, and all the Heaven thag
is on earth. b (
' . : Vool itk e RIS S

B et Bl
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T renfainéth now; that 1'briefly tel?
you, what you hould doto -attain:
and manage this Converfe with God, i
the improvement of your folitule. - (l':gn
Directions in gencral for Walking: with
God, 1referve for another place.) At-pre=
fent let thefe fow fuffice. ~
Dire&. 1. 1fyouwould comfortably
Converfe with God, wake fure that you -
are Reconciled to bim in Chrift, and thae
be is indeed your friend and Eathers Can
A A “Hs ' two
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+he Forld 3 Proyoke himnot by wiliue
tnhci‘s'. or negle@ : ufe him as your. beft
friend, and abufe him not by difobedi-
cnce or ingratitude 3 own him beforeall,

at the deareft rates whenever you are:
called to it : Pefife his prefence : Lament
his abfence's: Love him-from the bottom
of your heatts: Think * not hardly of
him: Sufpeé him*not;‘Mnfpndeqund
him not : Hearken not to his enemicss
Receive not any fal{e reports againfthim:
“Take-him o be really begter for you than
Al the World : Do thefe, and doubt not
but{oh atefricnds withGod,8¢ God with
zou s lna\qgfd:‘“mbm beartily willingte
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two walk together except they be agreed?
‘Can you take pleafure in dwelling with
the confuming fire? or converfing with
-the molt dreadful enemy? Yet this I
muft add, thatevery doubting or felf-ac-
cufing foul may notfind a pretenceto fly
fromGod. 1. That God ceafeth not to
be a Father when ever a fearful foul
is drawn to qucftion it or deny it 2.
That in the Univerfal Love and Grace of
God to miferable (inners, and in the unis
verfal a&t of conditional pardon and obli-
vion, and in the offers of Grace, and the
.- xeadine(s of God to reccive the penitent,
there is Glad Tidings that fhould exceed-
ingly rcjoyce a a finner; and there is
fufficient encouragement to draw the
moft gullty niiferable finnér to feek to
God, and 'fuc formercy, ~ But yet the
fiveetef converfeis (or children, & for thofe
that have fome affurance that they are
shildven. - '

. But perhaps you will fay, that this és
nat eafily ateasnad . How [ball we know that

be is onr friend ? . ,
- Inbreick, Tanfwer, Ifyou are unfeighiéd-
by friends to God, it isbecaufe he firf
- boved’you.  Prefer him before all other
fricnds,- and all the wealthand vanity-.;:f

¢ friends t0Gody and thas God fhowid be
| yo:{r:hb?fcﬂfricnd, and ‘Y‘ou may be fure
thaf it 59 Jo inideedy and that you are and
Vave what you defird. And then how
delightfully mdy you converfe with
delightiut
'G%gi.rc&.' 2. Wholly dependon the Medis
aion- of Chrilly the great Reconciler s
Without “hir there is no coming. near 10
God: But in bis Beloved you (hall be ac-
cepted, Whatever feat of his difpleafure
thall furprize you, fly prefently for fafe-
ty unto Chrift :- whatever guilt fhall look

it your felf and.
you in the face, ggn;mw your el aufe




152 Of Converfing. . .
caufc-to Chrift, and defire himto anfwer
for you: When the doors of mercy feem
to be fhut up againft you, fly tohim that
bears the keycs, and can at any time open
to you, and let you in; Defir¢ him to ap-
fwer for you to.God, teyour confciences,
and againft, all accufers : By him. alone
you may baldly and comfort.bly converfe
with God : Bug God will not know you
out ofhim. - . e
Dire@. 3. Take heed of byinging par-
ticular Guilt into the prefence of God, if
you would bave [weet communion with lsm:
Chrift hiofelf never reconciled . God to
~ fn: And the finner and fin.ate fo nearly
gelated, that for all the death of, Ghrift,
you fhall feel that.iniquity dwellethnot
with God ; but he hateth the works of it,
and the foolith thallnot ﬁgxd,inhpis.ﬁght;
and that if you will prefume to finbecanile
you are his Childven, be fure your fin wilk
find you out.. O -what fears, what{hame,
what felf-abhorrence and felf-revenge
will guilt raile ina penltept {oul, when
it comes into the light ofithe prefence of
the Lord it will unavoidableabate yopr
bolduefs and your comforts:. Whenyou
fhould be fweetly dglighting in bis plea-
fed face, and promifed Glory, you will
. o . be¢

- thofc frowns and féars whic

-~
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be befooling your felves for yout former
fin, and ready cven to tear your flefh, to
think that cver you thould doas you have
done, and ufe him as you wouldnot have
ufed a common friend, and,calt you felves
upon his wrath. ~ Bug an innocept {oul,
or pacified confciencey doth walk with
God in quietnefs and dcligﬁ[,‘_ without -
1d 1 :are a talte
of Hell toothers. . ... '

TSR TEUCRNRE 1§

Direét. ¢. If you wonld comfogtss
bly convérig with God, &e fure thagyal
bring not Idols in your hearts : . «Take hees
of inordinate affection to any Creature. Lﬂ;
all things elfe be nothing to you, that yap
may have none to take up yq{i{; thovghts
but God. Let your Ainds be:further
feperate from them than. yaur , Bodies ¢
Bring not into folitude or to.cortemplas
tion, a proud, or luftful, or covetoud
mind : It much more concerneth. theey
what Heart thou bringeft, .thag;whag
Plage thou art in, or what work; thou ay¢
upon. . A mind that is %gownc@eimag&i,

tion, fenfuality or pa jon, -will - fcare

find God any fooner in any wilderncls
than in a croud( unlefshe be there return~

ing from thofe fins to God) where-ever, -
he fecth him, God will not own and be
' ! . H 5 _fam‘:\’x-
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familiar with {o foul a foul. "Senecacould
{ay[ Qnid prodeft rotions regionis filentinm,
fi.affeétus fremum 21 What good doth the
filence of all the Country do thee, if thy
bave the noife of raging affections within 2]
And Eregory faith [ui corpore yemotus
wivit, &c. Heshar inbodyis far enongh
from the tumnlt of buman conver[ation, is
ot in folisude, if he bufic himfelf with earth-

dy cogitations- and defires : and e is not in

the City thatis not troubled with the tnmnlt
of worldly cares or fears, though he be preffed
with the popular crouds.”] Bring not thy
houfe, or land, or credit, or carnal friend

along with theein thy heart, if thoude- |

fire and expeér to walk in Heaven, and to
converfe with God.

" Dire. §. Live fHill by Faithy Let
Faith lay -Heaven and Earth as it were tos
getber : Look not at God as if he were far
off : fet him awazs as before you, even
as at your right hand; Pfal. 16.8. Be
@ill with him whenyou awake, Pfal. 1 39.
18. In the morning thank himfor your
gefty and-deliver up your felf t o his con-.
duct and fervice for that day.Go forth as
with him, and to do hiswork : Do every
adion, w.ith' the Command of God, - and
the promife of Heaven before your eyei‘,

1 L R . \ - an

with Ged-én [olitwle. ~ T5§
and upon your hearts : Live asthofe that
have incomparably. more to do with Ged
and Heaven, than all this world; That
you may fay with David, Pfal. 37.25, 26,
(as aforecited) Whom bave -1 Heaven
but thee ! and there is none on Barththas I
defive befides thee ;] And with: Pasl, Phil.
1. 21,
Dye is gain.) You muft fhut up the eyc of
fenfe (fave as fubordinate to Fax;h):and«
live by Faith upona God, § Chrift, and
a World that is ‘unfeen, if you would
know by experience what it is tobe above
the bratith - life of fenfualifts, and ‘to
Convetfe withGod. O Chriftian, if thou
hadft rightly learned this blefled life,
what a Eigh and noble foul.converfation
would®t thou have ! ‘How eafily wouldft
thou fpare, and how little wouldft thou
mifs the favour of the greatekt, the pre-
fence of any worldly comfort! City or
Solitude would be much alike to thecy
{aving that the place and" ftate would be
beft to thee, where thou hatt the greateft
help-and freedom to- converfe with God.
Thou wouldft fay, of . human focicty.as
SencgalUnns prapopulo mibi cﬂ?\ .o populus
pro unp : Miks [atss ?ﬂ nns,faris efi m.:} :
LOne 31 infheadof all she people to wey d:;' ¥

’ .

(To me so Liveis Chrifty asdto
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the people as ane s One g5 enough. for me, dind.
none 18 enongh. ] Thus bein taken up'with
- God, thou mighteRt live in prifon asat:
Liberty, and in a wildexnefs as-in a City,
and in a place of.banifhment as.in thy:na- .
tive Land: For the. Earth is:the Lords,
and the fulnefs thereof : -and everywhere.
thou mayett find him, and rconverfe
- with him, and lift lup pure hands unto
him: In every place thou art within the
fight of home; and Heaven.'is in thine
€y¢, and thou art converling with: ¢hat
God, in whofe converfe the: higheft An.
fe‘ ; do place their higheft felicity and de-
ight, T SR
How. little taufe then have allithe;
Churches enemies to trimph, that cdn
never (hut up a true believer from theiprev
fence of his God ? nor banifh. hithinto
fucha place where he cannot have hig'con.
verfation in Heaven? The ftones that
were caft at holy Stephen, could not hin-
der him from fecing the Heavens opened,
and Chrift fitting at-the..right hand: of'-
God, A Patmos allowed holy fobn Cosn
munion: with.Chrift, being there. in the

Spirit- on,the .Lords. day, Rew: “1.99 304 |

Cheift nevei o fpeedily.and:dormfortably
owneth his: fervanty, as whenhe world.

- difown

with God:in: [olitude. 154
difowneth them, and abufeth them:for
his {ake, -and hurls them up and dowi as'
the: fcorn and off-fcouring of all.” He'
quickly found the blind man that he Had--
cured, whenonce:the Jews had cift him'-
out, fob. 9. 35. Perfecutors: do bu't"prou;
mote the bleffednefs and -excceding’-joy-
of fufferers for: Chrift, AMar, ¢ 11V
12, e et

- And how little Reafon”then have!
Chriftians -to ' fhun fuch fufferings by -

“unlawfol theans, which turn to-théitifo '

great advantage ? and to give fo'dearas-
the hazard of their fouls by: wilful fin; to..
efcape the honour; and fafety, and comt-
modity of Martyrdom?! ~ ;¢ "o
~And indeed we Judge riot, we'Love:’
not, -we: | ive not ‘as: fanéified orles bt
duy if we judge ot that thetrueht Litier--
ty, +and Love it not asithe Beft Conditign;’
in whiclrwemay B conwérle with Geid. -
And O how muclyharderis it ¢d walk with *
God, ifva Court, inthe midf of fénfuak
elightsy thanin‘a prifonor wildérhefs,
here we have ione to-intérript'us] and-
notHing élforto takeusup? Tt isotit prés”
poffeffed thinds, our €urthly heatts, ouft "
catmal- affetiens-and- ésitcupifence, ant
thio- pleafures ofta: proferous nate,‘:tl:::

.
\
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are the prifon and theJaylors of our fouls,
Were it not for thefe, how free (hould
we be, though our bodies were con-;

fined to the firaighteft room! He is

at, Liberty that csn walk .in Heaven, .
- and have' accefs to-God, and make ufe of -

all the Creatures in the world, to the

. promoting of this his Heavenly con. .

verfation. And he is the prifoner whofe
foul is chained to fleth and earth, and

confined to his lands and houfes, and -

feedeth on the duft of worldly riches,
or walloweth in the dung and filth of
gluttony, drunkennefs and luft: that

arc far from God, and defire not to be .

near him; but fay to him, Bepart
from us, we would not have the know-

ledge of thy ways :. that Love their-

prifons and chains; fo.well, that they

would not be fet frce, but hate

thofe with _the cruelle® hatred that

endeavour their deliverance. Thofe. are .
the poor prifoners of Satan, that: have -
not liberty. to believe, nor to Love
God, nor converfe in Heaven, nor feri-

oufly to mind or feck the things that
are high and honourable: that have

not liberty to meditate -or pray, or. -
ferioully to fpeak of holy things, nor .

to

T BERE Al e tesre o isinde e o
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to love and converfe with thofe that do
fo: thatare tyed fo hard to the drud-
gery of finy that they have not liberty.
onc month, or week,, or day, to leave
it, and walk with God fo much as for
recreation! But he that liveth in the
family of God, and is employed in at-
tending him, and doth converfe with
Chrift, and the Hoft of Holy ones a.
bove, in reafop fhould not much com.
plain of his want of friends, or compas
ny or accommodations, nor yet be too
impatient of any corporal confinement,

Laftly, be fure then moft narrowly

to watch your hearts, that nothing have
entertainment’ there, which is againft .
your Liberty of converfe with God,
Fill not thofe Hearts with worldly

trath, which are made and new-madg
to be the dwelling place of God.  De-
fire not the company which would di-
minifh your heavenly acquaintance and
correfpondency, - Be not unfriendly,
nor conceited of a felf-fufficiency; but
yet beware le@ under the honeft inge-
nuous title of a friend, afpecial, faith-
ful, prudent, faithful friend, you fhould
entertain an Idol, or an enemy to'your
Love of God, or a corrival _and - com-
T - " petitor
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petitor with your highcft friend: For
if you do, it is not the fpccious title
of a friend that will fave you from the
thotns’ and bryars of difquietment, and
from greater troubles thﬁn evér’ you
found frém open enemics, N
O blefled be that High and everlaft.
ing friend, who is cvery way fuited
to the upright fouls! To their” Minds,
their Memories, their Delight, their
Love, &c. By fureft Truih, by fulleft
Goodnefls, by cleareft Light, by dears
eft Love, by firmeft Conftancy, &c.
= O why hath my drow(ie and dark-
fighted foul been fo feldom with him!
}vhy hath it fo often, fo ftrangely, and
{0 unthankfully paffed by, and not ob-
ferved him, nor ﬁcarkcned to his kind-
et calls! O what is all this tgath and
trouble that hath flled mj memory,
and employed my mind, and cheated
and corrupted my affections, while iy
deare® Lord hathbeéndays and nights
fo unworthily forgdtten,, {o conte‘inp_t‘d-_i
oufly negletted, and difregarded, and
loved as if [ loved him not! O that
thefe drowfie and thofe waking nights,
thofe “loitered, loft, and empty Hours,
had been fpent ih the hmble 'cohv&‘(‘ﬁ

¢
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with him,. which have been dreamqd and
doted away upon ——now | know:not
what ! ‘O ‘my God, how much wifer
and happicr had I i)ce,n, had I rather
chofen: to mourn with, thee, than ta
rejoyce and fport with any other! Q
that I-had rather wept with thee, than
laughed with t{m creatyte ! For: the
time to come, let that be my friend, that
moft befriendeth my dwk, and. dull,
and ‘backward . fouly in its undercaken
progrefs, and hcavcn}y,_,-converilat;on i
Or if there be nane fuch. upen earth,
Jet me here take one for my. feicad!
O blot out every N:me feom my cors
gupted hearry, whichhindereth the deepe .
er engraving of thy Nane!. Ah Loxd;

_ Whﬂt. a ftone, what a blird pngrateful

thing,  is. a Heire not - .touched with
celettial Love! yet (hall T not run ta
thee, when t have none eife char will

. know me " (hali [ n-t d,aw, near thees L ;

when all_fly from-me! . When . daily
cxpé}ignce nycth oug fo;lvas (NONE
BUT.. GHRIS T: -GOL- ORK
NOTHLNG. Ah forlih Heart,.thet
haft.thought of it [ Where is thac places
that, Caye “or Defert, where, | wight
{oonelt find thee, and fulleft cnjo,y;thecl:
{ .

ks




162 OfCo})fz)érﬁ(z;g S
Is it in the wildernefs that thou walkeft,
or in the croud: in the Clofet, or in

the Church; where ‘is it that I might

fooneft meet with God?] But alus, I
now perccive, that I have a Heart to
find, before I am like to find my Lord!
O Lovelefs, Lifelefs, ftony heart! that's
dead to him that gave it Life! and to
. none but him! Could I not Love, ox

Think , or Feel at all, methinks I were

.lefsdead than now ? Lefs dead, if dead,
than now I am'alive? I had almoft faid
[Lord, let me hever Love more till ]
Can Love thee? Nor think more on
any thing till I can more willingly
think  of thee?] But I mult fupprefs
that with ; for Life will #f#: And the
mercies and motions of Natuye aré
neceffary to thofe of Grace. . And there:
fore in the life of Nature, and in the
glimmerings of thy Light, I will wait
for more of the Celeftial life! My God,
thou haft my confent! 1t is here ateeft:
ed unler my hand: Separate me_ from
what and whom thou wilty fo I may bat
be nearer thee! Let me Love: thee morc,

and feel more of thy Love, and then = |

let me Love or be beloved of the World,
as little as thou wils, Co l
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3 thovght felf-love ‘had been'a more
predominant thing: But now I find
that Repentance hath its anger, its Hat-
red and its Revenge ! T am truly An-
gry with that Heart that hath fo oft
and foolifhly offended thee! Methinks
I bate that Heart that is fo cold and
backward in thy love, ‘and almo(t'
grudge it a dwelling in my Dbreaft!
Alas when Love thould be the life of
Prayer, the lifc of holy Meditation,
the “life. of Scrmons and of holy Cone
ference, and my foul in thefe (hould
long to mect thee, and delight to mena
tion thee, 1 Qraggle Lord, 1 know
not whether! or 1 fit flill -and wilh,
but do not rifeand run and follow thee,
yea, I:do not what 1 feem to do. All's
deady all's dead, for want of Love ! 1
often cry, O where is :that -place,
where the quickening beams of Heaven
are warmelt, that my foul vight feck
it out! But whether ever I go, to
City or to Solitude, alds, 1 find ‘it is
not Place that makes the difference. T
know that Chrift is perfeély replenith-.
ed with Life and Light, and Love Di-
vine: And I hear him as out Head-

and Treafure proclaimed andgffcr::
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to us in the, Gofpel! This: is thy
Record, that he that hath the Son hath
Life ! O why then is my barren foul
fo empty! T thought I had ‘long: ago
confented to thy offer; and then 'ac.
cording to thy Covenant, hoth:He and
Life in him are mine ! And yet muft
I ftill be dark and dead! o

Ah dearctt Lord, I fay not that I

have too long waited! but if I contie
nue thus t0 wait, wilt thou never find
the time of Love ? and come and own
thy gafping worme wilt thou never
diffipate thele clouds, and fhine uponi
this dead and darkened foul? Hathmy
Night no Day? Thruft me not from
thee, O my God! For that’sa Hell, to
be thruft from God. But fure the

“caufe is ail at ‘home, could I find it

out, or ra‘her could I cure it! It is
fure my fa;e that’s turned from God,
when 1 fiy, His Fice is turned from
me. But if my Life muft here be out
of fight, and hidden in the Root(with
Chrit in God,) and if all the reft be
referved for that better world, and I
muit here have but thefe finall begina

nings,) make me more to Love, and long

for the blefled day of thine appearing,
- and

- which: thy" Love will give ‘to our pat=

*with Godimfolitude. 184,

and rotyofear the time of mydeliverance, :
nor unbelicvingly to linger in: this’Se.
dom, as ‘one that: had rather ftay with'fin,
then come to thee! Though fin hath
made me backward ‘- to-the fighty let it
not make me backward to receive the
Crown 3 Though it hath made me. [a'
loiterer in thy wotk, let it-not make
me backward to receive ‘that wages,

doned, poor, accepted fervices. Though -
I have too oft drawn back, when I -
{hould ‘have comt unto thee, and wal-’
ked with thee intthy . ways of Gracey
yet heal that unbeliefy dnd difaffeion, 113
which wodld- mdke ime to draw back,
when - thou “callet me to: poffefls thy
Glory. 23 Though ‘the ficknefs andlame<
nefs of my foul have hindered me ‘in 4
my journy,- .yet let. their -painfulnéfy {13
help me todefise to-be delvercd from' |7
them,-and-to -be dt home, where {withe! a
out the interpofing - nights oi thy dif+
pleafure) I fhall fully feel thy fulleff’
Love, and walk with thy Glorified
ongs in the Light -of _thg’:Glgry,‘,gﬁJ
umphinpi ‘An thy - Praife for -evcrmore.’
Amen, S s

- '
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YD UT now Lbave given yon thefe.
few Dirc&ions: for the smproved:
ment of your [olitude for converfe with
Gody Je®t 1 fhould accafion the. hust of
thofe ‘that are unfic for the Leffon 1
have given, I muft conclude with this
Caution {which 1 have formerly allo
publifhed,) That it is oot malencholly
or weak-headed pertons, who arc not
" able to bear f{uch cxerciles, for whom
I have written thefe Directions,- Thofe
that are not able to be much -in fe-
rious folitary thoughtfulnefs, without
confufions and diftracting fuggeftions,
and hurrying vexatious thoughes, muft:
{ct themfelves for the, moft. part to-
thofc duries which are to be donein
company by the help of others; and.
mutt be very little in - folitary duties:-
For to them whofe natural faculties are
fo diféaled or weak, it is ne duty, as

being 70 means to do them the defired:

good 3 but while they ftrive to do that:
which they are naturally unable to en-
dure, they will but confound and dif-
tral themfolves, and make thewfelves:
unable for thofe other duties  which:
et they are not utterly unfit for. To
uch perfons therefore inftead of order&
¢

s Sl SRR e e

ed, - welldigefted -Medjtationsy .

much tim i

nefs, it 4

in fecret Prayer;- and. gké pp with fuch

occafiona Mu{pt:ﬁmeditatibnsﬁ as the

are capable of,. and wi

more inyedding, HeatifEA~ totference,

Apg - ng grél ﬁodxwith“o—

withiheir oisladgholy - diftem:

pers are fo.far overcome, &s that (by

the direciion of their Spiritual G-uidcsg'.

they may judge themfelves fit for this

improvement of their Solitude.
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