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THE"

PREFACE:

A I SO PINL) 1

T féén’pfr;;ii‘ hard to yaruly Minds ;
'f. that God fhould keep IntelleGual
J Souls, fo. itrange to the unfeen

World of Spitits ; that we know
fo litt'e of them, and that our Know-
ledge of; them, is no more by the way
of ‘enfe: But there is in it, much of
Gods ~rbitrary Soveraign Power, and
much of his Wildom, and much of
his Juftice , andalfo of his Love.

1. It pleafed him to make Varietyof
Creatures : What harmony would there
be without Variety?w ere there nothing
but Unity. there would be nothing but
God. And various Creatures, muft
have a varivus Scituation, Reception
and Operations ; The Fithes muft not

o - A2 dwell



The Preface.
dwell in our Cities, nor be acduai
with our Affairs, -~ Auainted
2. We here dwell in Flefh, in Bodies
organized for the Souls Receptions and
Perceptions, and Operations : And the
Wifdom of God doth fuitably difpofe
of his Communications,” andy.give .us
that meafurg’of Light,,v&hic&% agree-
able to our State : Thi: Sun muft not
fhine on the Infant, in the Womb . hor
‘muft he there fee' our’3ifidings and
“Tradings, and Bufinéfs'inthe World. -
3. We have Liglit her, that - is pro-
portionable~to our work ahd “intereft. :
-80 much ‘as is necéflary to our knowing
“of our felves; and our God and’ Gover-.
‘ntour, and-our Puty,-and all thofe hopes
that are our neceflfary Motives thereto,
Men that will but obferve the Operationy
of their Souls, may competently know
what a Soul or Spirit is: And Men‘that
will but open their Eyes, and confide-
rately look about them, may as certain-
ly know that there isa God, as they can
know that there isany Being: And Men
that cannot but difference Moral Good
and Evil, and that know the Duty of
: - Children
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Children to Parents, Subje&ts to Rulers,
and Neighbours to Neighbours , may
know their Duty to God, and that the
performance of it thall. not be in vain :
And if Men will not know all this
which they may know , it is juft with
God toleave them to their chofen dark-
nefs, and not to know that which further

" might beknown. It is a difmal cafe to

havea Soul that will not know it felf,
to Lewhat it is, till utter Mifery con-
vince him. ‘
4. Andthe God of I.ove maketh Ad-
vantage of our not-feeing the World of
Spirits , for our Exercife of our higher
Intelle¢tual Faculties,bya Life of Faiths
And Intuition (a Nobler fort than our
prefent- Eye-fight ) will be feafonable,
and foon enough when ripenefs hath
made usready for it. We fhall not need.
all the Qrganical parts of the Eye,which
Galen admiringly defcribeth, for our
Glorious fight. And tofee Devils and
other Spiritsordinarily , would not be
enough to bring our Atheifts to the fa-
ving Kfiowledge of Ged,without which
all other Knowledge is vain. They
A3 that




The Preface.

that doubt of a (iod ( the moft
ewrnal, infinite Being( ) while tlg:;f ei"e&e,
;1[113 iundand I\;Ié)on, and Stars, the Sea
and,would not k im by-feeing
Criited ;pir id t know him by fegx‘ng
. s totheOriginals of this C olleéi
it had its rife frgm my own, angegégg;
Mens need.  When God firit aw akened
me, to thinik with preparing ferionfnefs
of my ( ondition after Death, I had not
any obferved Doubts of the Realssy of
Spevits , or the Immortality of the Soul,
orof theTruth of the Gofpel : But all m'y,
doubts wereabout my own Renovation
and Titleto that Blefled Life. But when
God had given me peaceof Confcience
Satan Aflaulted me with thofe worfe’
Ten ptations : Yet through Gods Grace
they never prevailed againft my Faith :
Nor did he ever raife in me the leaft
dpubt of the Being, and Feifetion of
God 5 nor of my Duty to Love, Honour,
Obeyand Truft bim: For I fill faw that
tobean Atheify was to be mad.”

But Ifound tha: my Fai h of Super-
natral Revelarion, muft be more than
a Believing Man , and thas if it had not

a firm
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a firm Foundation,and rooting,even fiire
Fwidence of Verity, Surely Apprebended ,
it wasnot like to do thofe great works
thatFaith had to do,and toovercomethe
World, the Flefh and the Devil,and to
make my Death tobe fafeand comforta-
ble. Thereforel found thatall confirm-
ing helps were ufeful ; and among thofe
of the lower fort , Apparitions, and o-
ther fenfible Manifeftations of the cer-
tain exiftence of Spirits of themfelves
Invifible, wasa means that might do
much with fuch as are prone to judge
by Senfe. The ufes hereof I mention
before the Book, that the Reader may
know that I write it for Praétice,;and not
to pleafe Men with the Strangenefs and
Novelty of ufelefs Stories.

It is nofmall number of Writers on fuch
Sutjeéts that Lhave read,it’s near three-
fcore years time from the firft occafion :
And finding that almoft all the Athcifts,
Sadduces and Infidels, did feem to pro-
fefs, that were they but fure of the Re-
ality of the Apparitions and Operations
of Spirits,it would curethem, I thought
this the moft fuitable help for them ,

A a4 that




The Preface.

that have finned themfelves into an in-
capacity of more Rational and Excel-
lentArguments. And I have long fear-
ed, left fecret unobferved defectivenefs
in their Belief of the Immortality of
the Soul,and the truth of the Scripture,
is the great caufe of all Mens other de-
feéts : Therelieth ufually the unfound-
nefs of Worldly Hypocrites, where it is
prevailing , and thence is the weakpefs
of Grace in the beft, though it prevail
not againft their Sincerity.

By which Motives I did ( though it
difpleafed fome ) make it the Second
Part of my Book called the Saints Reft :
And aftcrward provoked by (lement
Writer, 1did it much more fully in a
Book called the #nreafonablenefs of Infi-
delity : And after that, provoked by the
Copy of a paper difperfed in Oxfird ,
( faid to Le Dr. Walkers ) queftioning
the certainty of our Religion, and fee-
ing no anfwer to it come from the
Univerfity Men, I wrote yet more Me-
thodically of all, ina Book called the
Reafons of the Chrifiian Religion: And
after added a fimallDifcourfe called Aore

Reafons
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Reafons for it , proyoked by one that
called himfelf Herbers, in which alfo
I anfwered the Lord Herbert, de weri-
tate : And fince then, a namelefs Sad-
duce hath drawn me to publith an An-
fwer to him: And in my Life of Faith,
and other Books,I have handled the fame
Subjeét: All which I tell the Reader,
that he may fee why I have taken this
Subject as {0 neceffary, why I am end-
ing my Life with the publication of
thefe Hiftorical Letters and Collections:
Which I dare fay have fuch Evidence,
as will leave every Sadduce that read-
eth them, either convinced, or utterly
without excufe.

‘Surely the certainty of fo great a
change of our place , State, Company
and Works, as Death will certainly and
quickly make, {hould poffefs every Man
that hath the ufe of Reafon, with fuch
ferious Thoughts, Affections and Dijli-
gence, as is quite contrary to a Djver-
ted, Carelefs, Sloathful, Worldly, Sen-
fualand flupid Mind and Life,

How fpeedily fhall I fee the World
that T have read of, and Preached, al??i

: talk’
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i : dif-
' d written of # O! What a
gll'l;;;n will there be between my now

. hearing of frightful Apparitions, and

igi &s of Spirits,and that{ight
gzol?ri%;?l‘l?dge of all tI:)heir State and Af-
fairs; whichI {lmll hia:wIe) R ?12‘:1 :c?g :lgx
ing to. Thefight of -Dev n-
ﬁgén%ivefes, and unholy Souls 2 will
hereafter be no Raritys and. if nfay
Soul muft pafs through the airy infe-
rior Region, where thefe}r}li;ciroa:blte;eslg;

i inhabit , it wi ;
Elzfgg?:ovl‘;ﬂy Affaulted by them, lI)u;:: n;
Triumph : For T know whoml : aX
trufted , and into the hands of him do
1 commit my Spirit , yvho hatl} con-
uerred Death and.Devils , and is nm{a_v
:lhe Glorified Lord of all, and caF A.l e
them at his pleafure. And thofe An-

. gels that rejoice at the Repentance of

iniftring
Lazarus , and now are Miniftrin
gﬁ)i:its for his fafety ,ngl lt)g reca:)c:l)‘r’ é;
i to our Lord,
‘gits)egfl?lceto Abrabaps bofom : Yea,
to be that day with Chrift in Para-
dife. ,

He
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He that chainéth up thefe Devils ,
that they moleft us no more as their
Malice doth defire, will make our paf
fage fafe through all their envy and
defiled Regions.

But feeing it is the free will of Man
that giveth the Devils their hurting
power, and they can do us no harm,
nor make us fin, without our own
confent or yielding : O! With how
careful and conftantand refolved watch-
fulnes thould we live» And how de-
fervedly may every prayerlefs ungod-
ly Family and perfon, bc left for a
prey to this devourer. And indeed
he hath already hurt them more by
blind.ng and hardening their Hearts,
than a thoufand haunting Appariti-
ons could of themfelves have done,

And when Excellent Zanchy hath
faid fo much to prove, that it is by
his very contiguous Subftance , that
the Devil doth work on Soul and
Body, how dreadful fhould Tempta-

tions and Sin be to us , if we would
not have the very fubftance of Devils
dwell in us? And why do any think

1t
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i e to read fo much of Pofleffi-
:;tnsﬁl;?c% Dufpoffeffions in the Gof-

Pall'f'_‘ord j_efus,let me Finifh my Courfe

with joy: And then receive my Spi-
mt. Awen.

Richard Baxter.

.
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ar to
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t of
h 1 hwe taken many ou
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Apparitions and Witckes.

Perfons have oft been found Decenvers
1.’ Perfons prepared and trained up pop-
. pofely.-by Papifis Priefts, to honour theig
. You may find. in prin¢ the Seo.--
of Bilfon ( Petrius, who after-
turned Quaker a¢ Bristol)

ry of the Boy
v wards I heard

-+ dereéted and Thamed by ‘Bp. Mortor himfelf.

i Many fiich abroad are recorded. 2. Luft:
- ful;Rank, Girls and young Widows, that
¢ plot ‘for' fome : amorous, . progacious Def; g
ave magmauons conquered by Luﬂ
4 1hough; Fthink, when théy Come to a Fu-
Satan oft fetsin, - .
But'h eforft:ceth the Beneflt of his own-
ye-ﬁ ht, who thinks that - nione fee, be-
caufe orhe Béggars counterfext Bhndneﬁ >

§4. The Inflances te]]
- Stat te, C Policy, .

onverfe,
‘rial World,- -or Regxons,
unkn

not: wholly) Own to us Here, 2. And
{0 is the Natural State of the departed Souls-
“of wicked Men, asto their having Bodies, of
‘N0 Bodjes; their P Power, théir Wits their Mo.

ttOns, and Paffions, 3. Andalfo w hether they

proper Devxls when Aoyned with them, op
of another Species. 4 nd ’tis hard to know
. by their Words or Signs, when it is 2 De.

vﬂ, and when it is 2 Humane Soul thar ap-
Yea, it is oft hard to know

the Soul of good Perfon,

nd confequently, what d;.

B a flanze

us, ‘1. That thf:r
Laws of the Ae-
aré-mich ( though’




it Hiforica) Difeouife of
yance there is in their Habitations. 7. Yea,
g?d oft whether it be a good, ‘Anﬁeléé'%é
bad, feeing bad: ones may do sz,oc:i ) "-Ce'l'rii
fully, or by Conftraint. 8. Anc 'tl!SI gi
{earchable to us, how far God leavet 1;.1?va;
fible, Intelleétual Powers to, Free h'l .a-
bout inferioye thingss fu}fp.endmg_l his py_ce::
determining Motion, though not };s;g,eqfé
ral Mation and- Concourfe. -9, Y3, _wleﬁ e
got fully. certain whether the svﬂegla e
gions have not aAtll_ani Gforgi of lez%lg;,s’)t n)gg
e neither Angels, (Good or
%?ulr;eglflel\l;{g\, gbut,‘ fuch as have been there
placed as Fifhes in the Sea, and M;n. Qr:
Earth: And 'M]_g[b{;rhthof@ : called Fairic
Goblins are not tuch. »
an%u: bas all thefe, .and more fuch, ,Larfe‘ un-
known to.us, fo God feeth it meet for \fls
that it fhould be {0, and we (hould not ho'
much as defire or dudeavour that it might.
be otherwife. ' . ,

‘ ¢ we may kno‘x'x'_r;‘(Whi,cﬁ muft |
‘ fuigicge 1]135?) 1. That no_Spirits caq,dgd_a_r_\y
thing, but by God’s Will or Permiflion.

2. And that God will never permit them

Jly to truftrate his Love and Mercy
:geg;: dlchlople, nor to break any one of his
Promifes to them. 3.

And that g&odesSrz; .
i ants, and evil Ones Slaves O .
?ggusa Ehsrfi:lr}‘,, our Redeemer, and {hall n<ilé
fruftrate his Grace and Undertaking. 4- It |

Apparitions and Witches. 5
is.furely a wicked fort. of Spirits that de~

' ceive Men, and that are ambitious to be

worfhipped, and to have. Men’s Souls and
Bodies in their power, and make killing
and damning Men their Wark: ’Tis evi-
dent that their Knowledge and Mifery hach
not yer changed them by Repencance, and
made them better. * 5. ’llis_ ‘evident that
they are Eoemies to God, and to Jefus
Chrift; for their whole Deflign is againft
them. and againit anctifying, fiving Work.
6. It is plain that they know thac Man hath
another Life to live: Their Works atte(t
the Immortality of our Souls, and the Truth
of Chriftianity, in that they malicioufly do

- fo much a‘%ﬁnﬂ them: They urge Men to

renounce God and Chrift, and his Com-
mandments and Worlhip, their Baptifin,
and all true Service of God: They urge
Perfons to fell their Souls to them; and to
forfake all that tends to fave them. Theip
Importunity to deftroy us, ‘fliould teach us
the Need of the greateft Care and Dili-
gence for our Salvation. 7. It fvemeth
plain that they are now ‘of a low and bafg

Condition of Nature, in that they feck it

fordid Employments “about Graves and
Corps, and multirudes of fordid, trivial
things. '8. And it feems that they dwell
near us, in the Air, Earth and Séa, and not
in the higher glorious é&egi‘qns. 9. And it

) 3 is
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is apparent that they have a natural Strength,
and Ways of working; unknown to us, by the
‘Wonders that theydo. 10 Itisvery like that
the Sou's of wicked Men now dwell with
them asthey muft do for ever, and are like
them. 11. [ think it moit likely, that when
‘Witches, Men and Women, confefs their fil-
thv Lying wich Devils, that it is done more
‘o exercife the Lufl of the Witch than of the
Devil: And that fometimes he doth it by a
Body of grofs Air, and fometimes may grati-
fie the Luit of one Witch on another, or ona
zen,pred ignorant Wretch. He that can bring
a Witch in without opening the Door, can

another’s Bed.
wicked Souls may carry with them hence
their filthy Inclinacions, and Delire to ufe
them. 13. Itis'plain that Deviis and wic-
%ed Souls are not yet in the urmoft of their
Mifery, but are referved in Chains to the
Judgment of the great Day of Chrift: Such
joking, and dallying, and whiftling, as the
Devil of Mafcon, and many other ufed,
fhew this. 14. It is clear, thac whether
vou call it [in Stare, or Place,] (I think
'gotll ) the blefled Souts and Angels are far
above thefe in a higher World or Region,
and no wonder if they appear more rarely
to Men on Earth:  15. Yet Angels can be

here, and do their .Office for us, without
fuch Defcent as thall abate their J&si and
o S ory ;

R TY

“bring fuch an one (Male or Female) into - |
12. Itis not impoffible that -

- ‘h:i')'c:¢ .
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Glory? and why not bleffed Souls too, . if
théy (hall be equal with Angels ? "Theg Sun
can enlighten every Eye here, without .lor
fing its higher Refidence. 16. Whien . re-
ven’fgefu;l things are done, (as on Murderers,
Defrauders, ¢rc.) it {feems to be from the
revengeful Wrath of fome bad Soul, efpe-
cially when it is about Money or Lands, it
feemeth to favour of the Worldly Mind :
Yet it is uncertain whether it may not bhe
from the Juftice of God, and governing An-
gels, fending the Evil Spirits on fuch Er-
rands. A Hawk and.a Hound are fitter
Meflengers to deftroy. than a Dove or a
Lamb. 17. When a Genius (heweth fome
Kindnefs to the Soul, {as his that I men-
tioned, that knocketh at his Bed's Head,
and about him, after every time that he is
drunk ; and one that Bodi» mentioneth, that
was ftricken when be faid or did amifs,) ic
is uncertain to us, whether it be a good An-
gel or the Soul of fome former dear Friend,
that procurech this Leave, to try to turn
and fave the Sinner : Or whether Chrift and
Angels force Satan to do it againft his Will.
18. Though the unquenchable Fire which
is to follow will fhew the utmoft Severity
of God’s Juflice, there is fome fignification
of his Mercy to the Wicked, in fufpending
it {o far, as to allow them fuch a Condition
as many of thefe Apparitions fignifie by their
Words and Deeds. 19. Yet here is no-

B4 thing
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thing to encourage their Opinion that think
fuch'Souls or Démon§ are but in via, dnd
hava another Dy of 'Hope, and Means’to
He, ifi'poflibility ‘of Salvation: And though
rr]apk*/{aré faid to have begged of the Livin
for Mafles and-Prayers, it isliker to proy
a ‘Diabolical Cheat,”to0 promote Supérti-
tion; than that'thefe is a Purgatory-State ' of
Hope.~ 20. Thofe thatare tempted to think
that ' Souls are’ all one, and that Individua-
tion'is' only by Corporeal Matter, ‘and that
Individuation ceafeth at Death, are' by all
théfe'Examples fully confated: Devils and
wicked Souls' have their Numerical Indivi-
duation, and therefoie no’ Godly Perfon
need to fear the Lois of it Either it is
good or bad for us : If grod, fhall the Wic-
ked and Devils have it, and not the Godly
It bad, why fhould it be defired? "Angels
are Individuals, and fhall not our Souls?

§ 6. Thefe great Benefits we may get by
the right Ulfe of thefe Hiftories, and fuch
others.

1. 'We may learn toadmire that Frame
of Divise Government, that hath Crea-
ture$ {0 various to rule and order, and ma-
keth one beautiful Frame of all. ~ As Toads
and Cerpents on Earth are not ufelefs, nor
devouring Fifhes. Birds and Beafts; {o nei-
ther are Vevils - nor damned Souls, no nor
their Sins, which God will ufe, though he
will not caufe. N AL
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2. We may.gather that in Heaven it felf,

there Wwill be' an ordefly “'Oeconomy
difference of d tﬁf?"—’"s‘ of "Superiority and of
Glory , when'" there js {0 'great differeride
through all the 'World. © All'(hall not be
equal to ‘them that' fhall'fit on twelve
“Thrones, Judging the twelve Tribes : There
are mdny Manfiobs in that Houfe, even to
them that be-all wich Chrift,’
3. We have great Caufe to be ver

thankful to God ; that “doth not lec loofe
wicked ‘Spirits againft us, that they are not

~ here our Terrorand Tormentors. ~

4. How great a Mercy is it, that we
have a’ Saviour that hath power over themi,
and hath Redeemed us from_their Power ,
and from everlafting Damnation. ‘

5. We may fee that the Angels of God
are n_?c ufelefs touss but their Miniftry is
one of Gods Means for our Prefervatiop,
and we owe them, Love and Thanks’ for
all their Love and Servicé : And it is nof,
through Pride or Infenfibility of this bene-
fit, that we do not worthip them, whom
we fee not. . ‘

6. 1If the Devils poflefling and torment-
ing Mens Bodies, be fo heavy a Plague,
how much worfe isit to have him the Ma-
fter of their Souls? O! How carefully
fhould we refift his Temptations? Every
Sin that we commit, through Love to it, or
by Wilfulnefs or Sloth, is worfe to us and

: more
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imore pleafing to the Devil,than o be Tor-
—thented fo long by, him.  Hé mift of his
“dim’ at Fob , when he could not by all his
"Sufferings diaw him to Sin': ‘O How much
more miferable isa Worldly, Proud Glut-
onous, Dives, Lord, Knight or. Gentle-
man, and fenfual Youth difiricted with
Vain Mirth and Luft, than. one Bewitcht
or Bodily only poffeft by Devils : And
‘how much thould. the moft godly be afraid
of Sin, andof Temptations? '

7. It isa fenfible helcr, as to Convince
Brutifts and Atheifts and Infidels, {o tocon-
firm the beft Believers againft all Tempta-
tions, todoubtof the Life to come, and
the Immortality of Souls, and the future
Judgment and Retribution: And though it
be our fhameto need fuch helps, itisa
Mercy to have them. If a Sadducee will
fay’; If one didcome from the Dead, or I
faw fuch things , I would believe , {hould
not our Faith be palt wavering, that have

thefe added to the Fgreater Gofpel proofs.

8, 1t's ‘matter of Comfort to departing
faithful Souls, that thefe evil Spirits that
are chained up now, and not fuffered to
difturb us, fhall not hinder our gaffage to
Glory : If we mult pafs through the Air
inhabited by Devils and Wicked Souls,
Arigels” will Convey us, and Chrift re-
ceiveus , and it fhall not be to our hurt of
:10& - T .

‘ 9. It
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o Tt fhould always keep the Souls of
the Faithful in joytul grattade , for the
work of ‘Regeneration, Grace, Juftificati-
on and Salvation , which was our great
Deliverance from Devils: And teach us
to liveas the faved of the Lord.

1o. It {hould warn all to take heed, that
they be not helpers and Servants to Devils,
in Tempting and Deftroying Souls; O!
how many do his work, that defie his
Name? All that by wicked example and
fcandal, harden Men in Sin, they that Tempt
People to Pride and Luft, and de(hly plea-
fures They that draw them into the Com-
pany of Vain, Latcivious , Luftful , Ry-
otous and Ungodly perfons : They that
madly contradi&t Gods Word , and Cavil
and ~ Argue againft Faith and Holinefs :
They that ‘deride aad mock at the Obedi-
ence of Gods Commands, and Reproach
the moft Religious by fcornful Nicknames.
They that feduce them by falfe Docirine,
and thatdraw them from Gods Worthip
and they that filence neceffary Faithfu
Preachers , and they that diffiade Men
from hearing or regarding them. O! what
an Army hath Satan, for his work of de-
ftroying Souls. '

Thefe Men fhould think , that it’s great-
er Cruelty to deftroy Souls , than to Rob
or Murder Bodies : It is fighting againft
the Office and Work of Chrift that came

" to
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to favethem , and againtt allthe Ordinan-
nances and Word of God, and all "the
Courfe of his faving Mercies , and all the
Defires and Endeavours of the Godly, that
Long and Labour for Mens Salvation: It is
20 be like Devils, and do the Devils work,
and by burcing others.chey more hurt them-
felves.. And if Gods Mercy fhould Con-
vert and Save fuch wretches, they cannot
Convert and Save thofe that they have de-
ceived and drawn to Sin: And God only
knoweth what thoughts they would have,
if they come to Heaven , to fee or know
of Souls in Hell, that they brought, thither.
But if they die Unconverted, and g0 to

them , their Prefence and Torment will be

the increafe of their own.

11. Thefe thoughts fhould ftir up all be-
lievers to labour to fave Souls from the
Snares and Powers of Devils. O ! donet
fav as Cain , Am1 my Brothers Keeper ,
{ay not, that it is only the Work of Mini-

ers: They are Guides in Chrifls Army ,

ut youare Soldiers: You are Vowed to
fight againft the Devil, the World and
Fleth,and that for others, as well as for your
felves: Societies are for Mutual Helps. A
Minifter is but one Man , and not an Ar-
my , and can be but in one placeat once :
Yoy live among and near your Family,
Neighbours and fuchas you Converfe with,
and may often fpeak to them: All in %zour

4 places

‘Apparitions and Witches. 13 .

laces muft be Lights and Salt, to Enlight-

E,,» a.Dark, and feafona Corrupt Gene-
ration. O! You that believe tl.e. Lite to
come , make hafte to help poor Miferable
Souls , before, Death put them paft Rewme-
dy, or Sin hath utterly hirdened their
Hearts + Do you love,.your Neighbours as
your felves, and will fee them continue
in_Igoorance, Worldlinels and Profane-

nefs, and donothing (E: little to fave them?

If you faw but their, %ies in.neéd , and
fhut up the Bowels of’ ompaffion againft
them , what lcve have . you- to God , to
Chrit or them? If Chrift in . Judgment:
will Condemn Men for not relieving Po-
dies ., Marh. 25. will it prove lefs fintul to
aﬁord no help to Souls. If you are’ not
for Chrift, and his Works , you are a-
gainft him : If you faw them fall down in
a Swound , you would-help them up; And
if their Houfes were on: Fire, you would
help and hafte to:quenehi it ; yea, if .your
Enemics Bealt fall into. a Pit, you muft
h_e? him-out: And do you believe 2 Hell,
and not help Sinners? The Devil, their
Adverfary and yours; as a Roaring Lyon,
feeketh NWight and Day to Devour s And
will you do nothing to fave Men.

If you cannot do what you would, do
what you can: Dobut take it for your Du-
ty and Works, for which you muft give
account to God , and keep you an acc%unc

oW
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how you perform it : Ask your felves whae

have I done for Souls this Week, or this

day ? Begin at hotne, and give to all an-‘Ex-

ample of Holinefs, Heaven] . ‘
and Self-denial : T'hen look tonyzurrrfgﬁl(gfer::, '
O ! betray not theSouls of your Children aind-

Servants, with a few {light good w

forms ;" but with Love ‘a%d- f)iligéﬁggdﬁf
bour to make them underftand Cods’ Word
and the things of their' Salvation , Cate
chize them , and help them to underftand
and apply.it. Keep-them from il Compa-

ny, Labour to render Gods Service to
00 . " t [
them as it is,Neceflary,Honourable and Ple'a(: -
ﬁnr':_-.';rxme is (hort, Souls are precious ,°
Heli is dreadful : :Hedven is ioyful, Dev'ilé‘

and their wicked Servants are bufie. While"
you have opportunity, labour to do good
to all: Your Labour, if ‘fincere, fhall not

be in vain. If you want Ability, labouy.

to increafe it, and get the help of fuch as

can do better, -get them to able Mini 2!
Pat fuitable Books into their Hands '"1')[?%: o

as thofe SeQaries, that to fhew their Gifts
are ready to intrude as publick Preache;its
but_inftead of Patient and Compaflionate
Diligence with the Ignorant and Ungodly
about them, do but exafperate them by Re-
er;)[ztu;heds Iand l[)txfgg;ce.] Condefcend to the
nd lowelt: Do i i
Winne et all wich Humility, and

Alas,
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Alas, Satan hath a greater.and more dany
olinefs, and Mens Sdlvation, anong the
Great, and Rich, and VYrond, and Carelefs”
Voluptuous . Sinpegs, than among Witches.'
and poflefled. Bodies. He wins and undoes’.
moft by pleafing them : If he can get them;
to.grefer Earth before Heaven, and- Wealth
and Honour bgfore Holinefs, and to be.
lovers,of flefbly Pleafures more than of Gad,.,
and keep them from-any, {erious Minifter,or.
Meéans that .would waken them and bring,
them to their Wits, and keep them from fe-
rious ‘.Conﬁé'e”ra,tibh, and from thipking whis;-
ther they are going, and how all theii Care- :
lefnefs, Eafe and Sin_will ends this is. 1t
that anfivereth his Soul- muidéring deflires. ;-
r2. But efpecially thefe Inftances of Satans
Diligence and Malice, fhould teach Minifters
how to preach,on what Subjets,in and what
manner, and how to converfe perfonally with
thofe of their charge : Shall the Captains in
Chritt’s Army fee the Devourer go away -
with the Prey, and do little for their re-
fcue » Is ignorant, cold, jingling, conten-
tious Preaching, meet for them that are
fo greatly obliged to militate under Chrift
againft the Deftroyer. and for_the ever-
lafting faving of Mens Souls @ The Lord

_heal and pardon our Unbelief, and cruel

want of Pitty, and our Sloth and Luke-

warmnefs; for it is great and ferious
or
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Work which’ we undertake. "Bt of this
I refer’ thote that' will read itto my Re-
formed Paftor. L o o
O Lord give'to' thé Chriftian World, 4
greater humber® of “Wifé, Humbleé, 'Holy,
experienced Tedchers, and {ave them from’
thofe that' hace’ or believe 'not ;the Do-
¢érine. which for'worldly Brids they préach 5
and that" ferve ‘the Devil it the nande of
Clirift, ahd Calling themfelves ehé Chinreh,
and their Conceis its' Cinon'or Ralé; do.
Preach and Rile for tiemfelves, " theif Mo-
notir, Will'and Wealth, on. pretetiteof the
Welfare. and, Uity ot the ‘Church, and’
become the Trumpeters of ‘Malignity, Per--
fecution and'Sthifin, atid have sot' known
the way of Mercy. S

G
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'?prﬂﬂﬁ(m{ and _[fl{i}eber- a7

CHAR fL
Several Hz’/ior_z'tél}f#ﬁgme’s of Ap-
paritions, Witches, and marvisl-
Yous comvincing Works of God's
Providence. .- R

‘

§. 1. “'Here are jn this. City Of‘LfA—
. don, mang ‘Perfons that pro eﬁ
their great unbelief, or doubr of the Life
to come, the Immortality of the Scuf, and
therefore much more of the truth of the
Gofpel, and Chriftian Faith,, and Supernd
tur,af tevelations. But they fay, that
could they be certain of Spirits,” Appariti-
ons, Witchcraft and Miracles, it would do
more to convince thém:than the Aflertions
of the Scriptures: But they take all fuch
Reports to be but the effets of Error, Deé-
ceit, and eafie Credulity :* For the fake "of
{uch, T have recited many Credible Inftat-
ces 1n this Book, and my Saints Reff, and
in my Unreafonablenefs of Infideliry; and 1
here add fome more. I doubt nbt

‘but abundance of Reports of fuch matters
have no better caufes than are here men-
tioned, eventhe miftake of the Ifgnorant‘;
but that there are rrue as well as falle Re-
o C poris
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. ‘o fonable ' have fpoken with fome that have been at
' 130“}5 Oft: ?Chbtt?r:;gs, is paft all realona Mafcon , and knew nothing of ic. And

~caule of doubtifls: “i!]abt won;‘ier ig fuchl thfings that are ta_i{kc
. s wich that moft convincing »  of but a few days, be forgotten after fitty
Inflléﬁlcgll\}v Rfﬁ)nymt may read in a Book, ©  OF fixty Years : They that will not’ be-

\led. 7be Devil of -Mafeon. . ieve the Narrative from fuch Men as- the
ca Abave twenty -Years ago, the now_ Earl Famous Perer Moulin Senior. and Dr. Pe-
‘Orers O\t’hen T oed Broghil, a2 Perfon of well :  #er Moulin Junior, that Printed it,- and from
known Underftanding, and not inclined to - %‘e !??"l of Orery, that told me he was
weak Credulity, told me much of whatis ~,  camiiar with Mr. Perreand , and had his
written in that Book, and more ; and faid, OC? hmagy years his Chamber-Servant 5
e e was familiar with Mr. Perycand, a ag lls l rother Mr. Robert Boyle yet living,
e d Worthy Proteftant Minifter, in | tuath wifl ] {?tteﬂed._xt by a Preface, may read
it Houfe all’ was done, and had his all E eHi ory (with many more of Witch~
Okt his Servant in his Chamber many f&d t printed in French, and Publithed by
years; and from Mr. Perreandhad the Nar- | C me’"’d himfelf: And if they cannot
rative. Not long after, Dr. Feter Moulin, . get it, they may go to my Kinfman, Willj-

. am Baxter , now Schoolmafter at Newing
Prebend of Canterbury, and Son to the fa- | ’ : g
:rfgt?sel’em P Printed the Book, asha< & %%, where they may fee it.

10Us ot . who had it of Could ic be Counterfeir, and never Con-
\lclt:‘g Pletrr?z?: ‘IK'SnaFﬁi[iE.el{obert Boyle, Bro~ tradicted in_fifey or fixty years (I remem-
ther to the Earl of Orery, a Man famous ber “O'éb’“f} lt‘hei_y.ear ) that in a City, fo
for Learning, Honefty and Charity, and :ganyho oth. ﬁ igions for fo many Months
‘far alfo from weak Credulity, prefixethan togce{: o oight groud at a certain hour in-
Epiftle to it, owning it as undoubted Truth,  {p ©1€ ~O0m, 20 hear a Voice anlwering
B canzinted with the Author, Mr. Per- fFwnrﬁ_que éons » and telling them things
veand, as his Brother was. All thefe three 77 25> &1k topthpm unknown ; and Dif-
worthy Perfons ( the E. of Orery, Mr. Boyle,  FUAT W rapnﬂ_Oﬁicer of . the City,
ind Dr. per. Aawin) throogh God's Merey ¢ §1¢l e Syhirling bim ofc about, and calt-
L . , LI X : . 2 N M 1 llm
e epor, hac s ity of | bome Dited, 1 . i chis s o]
| Mf’:f‘°”,’s-de“yed by fome, that fay, Ll;?é o there writeen, £0 2 elted, be ?uoft

L
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fufficienc Evidence, 1 koow not what

}$- :
fai 1 of Orery, told me of many
-ffgg: o%u{?g?.trchcrafs o,r,Dcvils ( Men car-

ryed about ) near him in Jreland, which |
Y‘uno; particularly recite , though many
Witneffes were nameg,

This was written while they lived : Now
anly Mr. Boyle Surviveth.

1. My nexe Hiftory (fhall be that of
Licatenant Colanel Bomen , which I will
give only in the words of others, as I re-
ceived it.  Only telling you what they are.
"U1. M- Samugl Fones, is 3 Man of known
Learning , Pigty and Honefly , though 2
Silenced Minifier , now living -in Glanior-
ganfbive , by whole Mediation T bad the
other.

Minifter. ] )
mlgmi\t/l{lrs. Bowen her felf , either is, or
lately was living . a Woman very much

praifed for True Piety and Couragef, Sifter -

to Colonel Philip Jones, once one of Crome
ells Council.

i 4. Here is 3 Letter alfo from Colonel

Wiath Ragers , late Governour of Hereford,

1 think yet living , anda Credible perfon ,

theugh then not willing the Story thonld

be publiflied, I fuppofe his Reafonsare now

QVEr.

5.1 °

2. Mr. Bedwell was alfo aCredible Fajth-
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5. I fent into Ireland in his Life-time ,
to enquire what effect it had upon him,
of which Ihad the Letter of M. Savinel
Foley , and Credible Perfons yet living.

6. And Colonel Fobn Bridges then in

Ireland, purpofely enquired, and couldfearn
no more , but that he immured himfelt pri-
vately with one Servant in a Caftle, -who
reported thae Ne ufed o rife in' che' Nighe,
and walk about the Roomr,-talking 4s to
lfome one with him, and more I could not
hear.
. 7. I defired lately a Worthy Minifter
in Swanfey , to enquire whether ever fince
any thing had. abated y7cthe Belief of the
Faé, who tells me (as others do ) that it
is'as fully believed by thofé that wete in
the Howle ,: ahd'ocliers as ever.
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- |
Seyeral Letters .to Mr. Richard
Baxter, in relation to an Ap-
 parition in the Houfe of Licu-
tenant Caloncl Bowen, 1n Gla-
 morganfbire, in Wales, in the
* Year 1655.

C blbnel Rog-ts, the Governor of

Hereford, bis Letter : T ogether

with an enclofed Relation of an

Apparition, &
Dear Sir,

thing of the Bufinefs you expeted
from me : ( It is certain and true, I
have received it from very good Hands.)
More there was, but they did not think it
couvenient to put it ia Paper. My Requelt

BY the Enclofed you will find fome-

iz, that you will not expole it to publick -
View it may rather do harm than good. *
1 know that God hath given you Wiidom,

an
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and you will make good ufe of fuch things.:
It may harden others. "This, with the En-
clofed,. is all at prefent from

Your C,or:'z_lia_a'l Friend

o - and Servant
Hereford, Aug.23.
: 1 6% 6.

W. Rogers. .

The enclofed Relation of the late firange Ap-
parition in the Connty of Glamorgan.

IN the beginning of the late War, aGen-
tleman of that County being opprefled
by the King’s Pasty, took Arms under the:
Earl of Effex, and by his Valour obtained a
good Repute in the Armys fo that in-a .
thort time he got the Command of Lieute-
nant Colonel. But as foon as the heat of
the War was abated, his Eafe and Prefer-
ment led him to a carele(s and fenfual Life ;
infomuch that the godly Commanders judg-
ed him unfic to continue in England, and
thereupon fent him to freland, where he:
grew fo vain and norional, that he was ca-
fhiered the Army 5 and being then at liber-
ty to fin without any Reftraint, he became
an abfolute Atheift, denying Heavenor Hell,

Ca God
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Gold: or Devil, (acknowledging only a
Pbtver, as the antient Heathens did Fare,)

accounting Temporal Pieifures all his ex-
e¢ted Heaven: So that at laft he became

ﬁateful, and hating all civil Society, and his

neareft Relations.

‘About December faft, he being in Ireland,
and his Wite (a Godly Gentlewoman, of a
godd Famiily, and concluded by all the God-
ly People that knew kier. to_be one of the
moft fincere and upright Chriftians in thofe
Parts, as being for many Yeurs under greas
Afflictions, and always bearing them with
Chiiftian-like Patiente) living in his Houfe
in Glameygan, Was-véry much troubled one
Night with a great Noife, much like the
found of Whirl-wind, and 2 violent beat-
ing of the Doors af Walls, -as if the whole
Houfe were falling i pides: And being
in hier Chamber, with moft of her Family,
aftét praying to-thé Lord, (accointing it
finful Incredulity to yield to Fear,) fhe.
went to beds and fuddenly after, there ap--
peared unto ber fomething like her Huf-
band, and asked her whether be fhould
comeé to Bed. She fitting up, and praying
to the Lord, told himy, he was not:her Hui-
band, and that he fhoald not.” He urged
more earneftly : Wit ! Not the Husband of
thy Bofom? What ! Not the Hushand of thy
Byfom? (Yet had no power to hurt her.)
And fhe, togecher with (ome‘Godlnye{Ople,

s - pent
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fpent thar Night in Prayer, being very of-
ten interrapted by this Apparition, = -

The next Night, Mr. Afiles, (2 Godly

Minifter,) with four other Godly Men,
came to watch and pray in the Houfe for
that Night , and fo continued in Prayer,
and other Duties of Religion, without any
interruption or noife at all that Nighe.
Buc the Night following, the Gentlewo-
man, with feveral other Godly Women,
being in the Houfe, the noife of Whirl-
wind began again, with more violence than
formerly, and the Apparition walked in the
Chamber, having an unfufferable Stench,
like that of a putrified Carcafe, filling the
Room- with a thick Smeak, fimelling Jike
Sulphur, darkening the Light of the Fire
and Candle, but not quite extinguifhing it;
fometimes going down the Stairs, and com-
ing up again with a fearful noife, difturbing
them in their Prayers, one while with the
found of Words which they could not dif-
cern, other while ftriking them fo that the
next Morning their Faces were black with
the Smoak, and their Bodies {wollen with
Bruifes..

Thereupon they left the Houfe, left they
fhould tempt the Lord by their over-bold
ftaying in fuch Danger, and fent this Atheift
the fad News of this Apparition ; whocom-
ing to Ewngland about May laft, exprefled
more Love and Refpe& to his Wife than

formerly ;
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formerly 5 yet telling her, tha :

not believe her Relation of wf)allﬁlgol;gg
feen, as having not a power to believe any
thing but what him(elf faw, and yet would
not hitherto go to his Houfe to make trial
bur prﬁbao}y will e‘er long, for that he is
g;tl:‘):ta y of an exceeding ralh-and defperate

) Augoff,
1856
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M. Samuel Jones’s Letter in re-

Jation to Lieutenant Col. Bowen,
together, with an inclofed Let-
ter from Mr. Maur. Bedwell,

on the [ame Subjecl.

Worthy ard much Honoured,

~ OU may be pleafed to remember,
that when 1 waited upon you at

. the Sherift’s Houfe, in Sallop, in
Auguft 1aft ; amongft your other Enquiries
touching the State of that poor Country
where - the Lord hath caft my Lot for the
prefent: you defired me then to impart
what I had received by Relation, concern-.

ing the Apparitions in one Col. Bowen’s:

Houfe, and upon my return to_procure you
fome further Intelligence touching that Tre-:
mendous Providence. Whether it.-be by
Time, or Familiarity with the noife here-
of, or rather, the (no lefs to be admired )
Blockithnes of the Spirits of Men, that
the Horror of that terrible Difpenfation be
allay’d, I know not, but furely the thing it
felf was very Stupendous, and the remem-
brance of it carries much Amazement with
it ftill, to them that have any thing of Ten-
dernels or Underftanding lefc chem. l%ly

o the
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the inclofed, from an Honeft and God!
Hand, not far from the Stage where thefe
things were acted: You may underftand
the Subitance of shat nvaster, the ,Partég (be-
ing a Minifter of the Gofpel) perfettly
kiew Colonel Bswen, and hath often con-
verfed with him, both before and fince his
Houfe was haunted.  If you are pleafed to
command any further Satisfaction Nereir, I
fhall take a Journey my felf into the place,
and endeavour to gratifie your defire, as to
auy furcher particular chac you defire the
knowledge of. If any publick ufe be made
kereof yowmay conceal my Friends name
and mrine' owmy,. lefk any offence fhould be
talten by fome of the Parties Relatvions im
Parliament and Conagil. OF the receipt of
this: Paper I defire o hemr witly a1l: conve-
Afenc b;?eﬁrh Av the TFhrone of Grace
vouchfate 1o remember yowr weak andi
wrerched: Brovher, whe yet defives. to be
found iw che:number of them thac. ave,

' I.S'i_r‘, ) -

- Yours im the [urcfp Bonds

" to: Honour and. Serve yon,

Coadrekpmy. . Samuel Jones.
Niew 2 §. 1656, o

"FhieReafons why: forbearing Names was
defired;, being: now over (yet Mr. S. Fonos
il living) I thinlemy: felf difobliged'as to
that Reftmaine. 2. 2. | s

.
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Mr. Maur, Bedwell's inclos’d Letter.’

Dear Sity _ .
d I am of your fafe return, and
L;laddcr fhould I be to be inftrumen-
tal, according to my weak Capacity, of
nayling youto thefe parts. 1 hope, if my
defires are agreeable 1o the Lord, you will
meet with fome direSing Providences fyom
him, which will an{fwer all Objections,

As to Col. Bowen’s Houfe, I can give you
fome brief Particulars, which you may cre-
dit, as coming from fuch, who were not fo
foolith as to be deluded, nor fo difbogeft
as to report an untrach: What I {hall wrize,
if need were, would be made gocd both

- by Eye and Ear Witnefles. The Gentle-

man, Col. Bowes, whole Houfg is called
Laneliin in Gowersland, formerly was famous
for Profeffion of Religion, but this Day is
the faddeft Man in his Principles I kaow
living. Tome, in particular, he hath de-
nyed the Being of the_ Spirit of the Lord:
His Argument thus, Either ’tis fomethi
or nothing; if fomething, thew me, te
me what it is, @. and I believe hegives as
little credit to other Spirits as the Sadduces.
At his Houfe, aforementioned, he being
then in Jreland, mal[gm .Provl1ﬁon foir
removing thither, thefe things happened.
About Dgccembcr laft, his Wile being in Bed,
a Gracious Underflanding Weman, and
one
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one whom little things will not affright s
one in the likenefs of her Husband ,gagé
juft in his Pofture, prefented himfelfto her
Bed-fide, proffering to come to Bed to her,
which fhe refufing, he gave this anfwer,
What refufe the Husband of ‘thy Bofom
and after fome time, fhe alledging, Chrift
was_her Husband, it difappeared : Strange
miferable Howlings and Cries were heard
about the Houfe, his Tread, his Pofture,
Sighing, Humming,were heard frequently in
the Parlour ; in the Day time often the Shad-
dow of one walking would appear upon the
‘Wall. One Night was very remarkable, and
had not the Lord ftood by the poor Gentle-
woman and her two Maids, that Night
they had been undones as fhe was going
to Bed, fhe perceived by the impreffion on
the Bed, as if fome Body had been lying
there, and opening the Bed, fhe {melt che
fmell of a_Carcafe fome-while dead; and
being in Bed (for the Gentlewoman was
fomewhat Courageous) upon the Tefter,
- which.was of Cloth, {he perceived fome-
thing rolling from fide to fide, and by and
by, being forc’d out of her Bed, fhe had
not time to drefs her felf, fuch Cries and
other things almoft amazing her, but fhe
(hardly any of her Cloths being on) with
with her two Maids, got upon their Knees
by the Bedfide to feek the Lord, bur ex-
treamly affaulted, oftentimes fhe would. by
: fome-
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fomewhat which felt like a Dog under’
her Knees, be lifted a Foot or more bigh
from the Ground : fome were heard to talk
on the other fide of the Bed, which one of
the Maids hearkening to, fhe had a blow
upon the Back: Divers affaults would be
made by fits ; it would come with a cold
breach of Wind, the Candles burn Blew
and almoft.out ; horrible Screekings, Yel-
lings, and Roarings, within and without the
Houfe (ad fmellsof Brimftone and Powder,
and this continued from fome nine at Night
to fome three the next Morning, fo that
the poor “entlewoman and her Servants
were in a fad cafes the nexc Morning,
fimelling of rimfione and {fowdcr, and as
I remember, Black with it, but the Lerd
was good: Fires have been feen upon the
Houfe, and in the Fieldss his VYoice bath
been heard luring his Haukes, a Gane he
delights in, as alfo the Bills of the Hauks.
Thele are the chief things which | dare re-
commend upon Credit, and I could wiih,
thac they, who queftion the Exifleocy of
Spirits had been but one Night at Lannetin
to receive Satisfaction to their Objections:
This-continued fo violent, that the Gentle-
woman was fain to withdraw to her Mo-
thers Houfe; but her Husband coming over
about fome foar Months fince. his Confi-
dence did not ferve him to lodge at Lan-
nelin, although we have heard nothing of

trouble
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trouble to_the Houfe fince his coming over-
Sir, the Dilpenfation, as it was exceeding
terrible, fo very remarkable; and what
the Voice of Gad might be in fich a thing
’tis not known clearly yet: He is as Athe-
iftical as ever, all his Religion, if I may
call it fo, being comprifed in the acknow-
ledging a Power, which we, as be faith,
may call God, and waiting for fome infal-
lible miraculous Bufinefs to vefifie ro him
all the relt we own as our Religion. Sure,
Si¢, if ever a Blafphemer was ynworthy to

live, this is the Man; and certainly his Sin

will find him out : He is now gone to fre-

land 5 let thefe things be divalged only as
to the matter withont names. Affure the
Gentleman, your Friend, they are very
Traths 5 1 .
nary for what I fay. At the firft we con-
cluded, the Wretch bad been dead , but
*twas otherwife, and therefore the more re-
markable. : -

Your affeitionate Brother,

to Love and Serve yon,

oS g5 Maur. Bedwell.

qu

have fomewhat more than ordi-
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My. Danicl Higgs bis Letter, con-
cerning the Apparition in Lieu~
tenant Colonel Bowen's Houfe.

Dear Sir, .
S to the Concern you committo me:
.about Collonel Bowen, accept of this

Account. ‘
I have difcourfed with Brother Sammuel
Fones, who gave you the firlt Narrative,
which if you have loft, he hopes he may
find the Copy of the Letter, and I (hall
fend it. >Twas one Mr. Miles, an Anabap-
tift Minifter, that wrote the Letter to one
Mr. Bedwell, Minifter of Swanfey, who fent
it Mr. Samuel Fones, - This Miles (Who {peng
a Night in Prayer in. Colonel Bowe»’s Houfe,
in the time of the difturbance) is gone for
New England. Two Minifters more, with
my felf, went to fpend another Night in
the Houfe, but Mrs. Bowezn was gone with
her Family, and we ftayed not, but went
to give her a Vifit, who related fitrange
things, but I cannot remember Circum-
ftances. The two Minifters are al{o gone :
But fince I received yours, I have difcour-
fed Mr. Bower's Maid, who was in the
Houfe, and I judge her throughly Godly,
who doth atteft the Truth of thefe Appari-
D £10nS,
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tions, Noifes, @. which I {uppofe you had
fully in your Narrative; but Time hath
fomewhat obliterated Circumflances with
her. I know not-well (Sir) how to get

greater light 5 and I muft aflore Yo,u_: I find
1

nor any thing out to invalidate that Report
you have had, but much that confirms_it.
1 ihall proceed according toyour further Di-
rection in this,oi any other Concern of yours,
and-that with much Chearfulnefs and'Com-

lacency. I commityou, and your huge La-
Bours to our mighty and merciful Lord, by
Prayer and all'well Wifhes. ~ Aiid' if you

can think of any thing farther for me, or

gather any thing by Difcourfe with learned

Men, vouchfafe to impart it s and imprint

me {poor Worm) on your Soul - before our
Father. have fomewhat trefpaffed b
Prolixity, which becomes mcnot to fucK'
a Perfon, in fuch a Spheére : But éxcufe him
who is o ot
Co " Your afflicted

poor Brother,

Daniel Higgs.

Captain
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Captain Samuel Foley's Letter
- ¢oncerning Lieutenant Colonel
Bowen.

| Worthy Sir,

HE beft Account I can get of Colo-

nel Bowen is this, viz. That he is little
fenfible of his fad Condition. He lives in
the County of Cork, in a beggarly way,
though he hath a fair Etate. Some Months
fince, be turned his Wife and Children
from him, in that fad uokind manner, that
they were forced to feek Relief from fome
Friends in Youghall, to help them in their
Return to Wales, where they continue.
Not long fince, in Difcourfe with Baronet
Ingolsby, and Mr. Gilbers, Minifter of Lim-
rick. from whom I have the moft part of
this Relation, he faid, he would give Ten
Thoufand Pounds to know the Truth about
God. °'Tis reported he is haunted with
ghaftly Ghofts and Apparitions, which fre-

. quent him. I have written to the neigh-

bouring Minifters and Gentlemen of my,
Acquaintance as effeGtually as I could, en-
cloting a Copy of your Letters and from
them Ihope tohave a more full Account
concerning this poor Man. Your Letter,
indeed came fafe, But not till August,

) 2 though
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tions, Noifes, &c. which I fuppofe you had
fully in your Narrative s but Time hath
fomewhat obliterated Circumflances with
her. Iknow not well' (Sir) how to get
greater light 5 .and I muft affure yon ;L ind
not any thing out to invalidate that Report
you have had, but much that confirms _it.
I (hall proceed according to your further Di-

rection in this,orany other Concerrn of yours,

and-that with much Chearfulne(s'arid Com-
lacency. I commityou, and your huge La-
outs to our mighty-and-merciful Lord, by
Prayer and all'well Wiflies. ~ Aid' if you
can think of any thing farther for- me, or
gacher any thing by Difcourfe with learned
Men, vouchfafe to impart it ; ‘ahd imprint
me (poor Worm) on your Soul-before our
Father. I have foméwhac trefpafled by
Prolixity, which becomes me not to fuch
a Perfon, in fuch a Sphere + But éxcufe him
who is : R R
o 7 Your afflicted

" poor Brother,

Daniel Higgs.

Captain
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Captain Samuel Foley’s ’Lﬁe‘ité)-
- ¢oncerning Lieutenant Colo nel
Bowen. |

f Wort/ay Siry

HE beft Account I can get of Colo-

nel Bowen is this, viz. at he is lictle
fenfible of his fad Condition. He lives in
the County of Cork, in a beggarly way,
though he hath a fair Etate.  Some Months
fince, he turned his Wife and Children
from him, in that fad unkind manner, that
they were forced to feek Relief from fome
Friends in Youghal!, to help them in their
Return to Wales, where they continue.
Not long fince, in Difcourfe with Baronet
Ingolsby, and Mr. Gilberr, Minifter of Lim-
rick. from whom I have the moft part of
this Relation, he faid, he would give Ten
Thoufand Pounds to know the Truth about
God. °Tis reported he is haunted with
ghaftly Ghofts and Apparitions, which fre-

. quent him. I have written to the neigh-

bouring Minifters and Gentlemen of my,
Acquaintance as effe¢tually as I could,.en-
clofing a Copy of your Letter; and from
them I hope tohave a more full Account
concerning this poor Man. Your Letter
indeed came fafe, but not till Awgws#,

D2 though
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though dated in May. Sir, in any thing
wherein I may ferve you, you may freely
command me: But wherein I may ferve
the Church of God, the beft and utmotft of
my Endeavours, through the Lord’s Af
fiftance, fhall not be wanting. What far-
~ ther {hall come to my Hands, fhall careful-

ly be reported to ‘you, by him who begs
your. Prayers, and fubfcribes,

SIR; .

Towr very Affetionate.
Seryant,

Clommelo%r®  Samuel Foley.

= After this, Collonel Fobn Bridges wrote
to me out of Jreland, that Bowen immured:
hirafelf in 2 fmall Caitle, with one Boys
who faid, he oft rofe in the Night, and
talked as if fome were talking with him.

R, B.

HI, Col-
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I11. Colonel Fobn Bridges before named,
was Governour of Warwick Caftle(the Loid
Brooks ) almoft all the time of the Wars;
Afterwards he lived with us near Kedernin-
JSter, being Patron of the Church, a Juftice
of Peace , a Parliament Man ; And after
livedin Ireland, where he furprized ( with
others ) Dablin Caftle , and Sic Hardrefs
Waller for the King , before he was called
home. He was an Underftanding Prudent
Man, of Sound Judgment in Religion,
Juft,and Honeft,and Credible. o

He and his Pious Wife have oft told me
as followeth.

They formerly lived in Edfo Hall near
Alcester , where W arwick fhire and Worcefter-
fhire joyns; a Houfe famed to be haunted :
And being ufed to go into a Parlour alone
for Meditatioh, Prayer, and to play on his
Lute, onceas he went in at the Portal, he
was f{topt and held by fomewhat invifible,
till he refolved under Gdds Protecion, to
ruth through it, and go on. ,

Another time in a clear Moon-fhineNight,
their Maftif Dog made fucha howling, as
raifed up the Houfe : He looked out at the
Window , arnd beyond a pale that compaf-
fed the Court, there ftood fomething like
a headlefs Man , but taller : He long ga-
zed oh it, and trufting God, returned to
Bed 5 And prefently the Hall Door ( fatt

D3 locke
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lockt and Barr'd) ufing to make a great
noife in the opening , having much Iron,
feemed to them all to open as it uted, and
fomewhat came in, and gave three great
flams , as with a Staff_upon the ‘Hall Ta-
ble , and departed. T hey went down to
“fee, and found the Door lockt, and- faft
‘a8’ they left it. Mr. Sommerfield, who fince
lived in the fame Houfe, faid , that he
faw nothing there.

IV. A Pious Credible Woman,. yet liv-
ing in London', lately told me oftimes,
Dbeing fometime under Temptation by fome
Difcontent of Mind , oneday as fhe pafled
through a Room at Mid-day , the Devil
{tood before her in the {hape of a Big, Black,
Man , and pointed to the top of the Door ,
Tempring her there to !1an%her felf ; and fo
ftood near a quarter. of an hour,and thenVa-
nithed away : Which was fo far from dif-
maying her , thatit much confirmed her
againt Unbelief, and her Temptacions :

ny one that will goto her here in London ,
may hear her Credible and Confident Re-
pose of it

v. The Elder Countefs of Donagal, a
Lady Pious, Difcreet and Credible , told
me,that one of her Husbands Tenants ( near
Belfaft or Carickfergus, where he was Lord)
agreed with him’ for to put his Sons L}fg
Aptes 1h 0 put | wit
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witlr his own ina renewed Leafe of a'Farin;
and he paid. Fart of ‘the Money , and dyed
before - the” Leafe was ~ thade and Séaled:
His Wife Marryed aiothér Man , and'paid
the reft of the Money out of her fecond
Husbands Purfe, and therefore put-in his
Sons Life , in-ftead of her Son by the:for-
mer Husband into the Leafe. The Earlof
Doisagall going into England, and being then
in the Weft, aServant of his in Ireland, his
Porter,a ftout lulty Man,was haunted with
the Apparition of the Woman’s firft Hus-
band,telling him,that he muft goto hisWife,
and tell her that fhe fhould have no reft
till his Sons Life were put in the altered
Leafe : He askc why he fpake tohim, and
what he had to do to medadle in it? It An-
Gwered him, thou arta Man fit for it, and
thou fhalt have no reft till thondo it. The
Man delayed, and was ftill Haunted with
this Apparition : Hewent to the Minifter
of the Town , and told ‘him of it who
counfelled him to tell the Woman. She
told him, that fhe took it to be juft, that
her Husband that paid moft of the Money,
{hould have the benefit of the Leafe; and,
perhaps not believing the Man , delayed.
This Apparition came to the porter again’,
and faid, that fhe may believe thee , go
tell her of fuch and fuch Difcourfe and'
Ad&ions, that were between her and mein
fecret , which none elfe knoweth of: The

D a Man -
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an went and told her all that he was ’bxd:
gdhe confefled that it was all true , and Se-
cret becween them 5 but flill delayed , till
fome trouble (I remember not what ) mo-
lefted her felf: In fhort, the Porter and
the hadnoreft, till fhe had drawn a new
Leafe with the Name of the firft Husbands
Son., and fent it into England, to the Earl
of Donagal , who Sealed it,and fo altered
accordingly. S

| VI. An Ancient unaerﬁanding Fions and

Credible Man of licbefter in So:nerfetﬂoirle i

is now in London, wha the laft week: to

me, that he was heretofore in Melancho-
ly Doubts and Trouble of Mind, and in
tgat Condition, had divers fenfible Mo-
leftations by the Devil, as he lay awake in
his Bed , his feet have bin lifted bigher
than his Head. I told him, that a Melan-
choly fancy might make him think fo: He
added to the confident Affertion of it, that

he hath in the open day-time, as he hath -

ne about his Hoofe , had a blow ftruck
%g his face, as hard and plain, as any Mans
handcould ftrike, and_once fo bard, that
where his Nofe and Cheek joyn, it left
the place black and blew ( as they call it)
to the fight of all , in the fame manner , as

any other would have done (with much

more, )
. VIL The
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VII. The Storyof the Haunting of ‘M.
Mompeffon’s Houfe in Wiltfhire, is Famous,
and printed in part by Mr. Fofepb Glanvil :
Mr. Mompeffon is yet living , no Melancho-
ly nor Conceited Man : The truth not doubt-
ed of by his Neighbours, within this
Month, I fpake with one of them an At-
turney, who faid, that the noifes heard,
the vifible moving about of the Boards be-
fore their faces, and fuch like, were all un-
doubtedly true: And the thing unqueftio-
ned by Mr. Mompefforn (who to his great Coft
and trouble , was long molefted by it) and
his Neighbours , and thofe that purpofely
went thither to fee it: Notwithftanding,
that when fome unbelievers went from Lon-
don to be fatisfied nothing was done when
they were there. For as God oweth not
fuch Remedies to Unbelievers, fo Satan
hath no defire to cure them: "And it is
likely, doth more in Apparitions by Di-
vine Conftraint , than he is willing to do 5
becaufe he is moft fuccefsful, when he is
leaft known. Any one that doubts of the
truth of this Story, may yet have full {a-
tisfaction, the Witnefs being alive: Bug
this partly belongeth to the inftances of
Witchcrafts, being Credibly fuppofed to be
done'by Witchcraft of a Drummer, as you
may fee defcribed in the printed Story. I
knew Fofeph Glanvile to be far enough fr%m

s
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Fanatick Credulity, who himfelf faw much
of it, and publifht xt |

VIIL In February, 1646. falling into great
Debility by Bleeding , at the Lady Cook’s
Houfe at Milbourne in Darby-[hire 5 I re-
moved to Mr. Neels Houfe at Kirkby Ma-
lory in Leicefter-fhire , where 1 lay weak
three weeks in March, in which time. the
Neighbours went to fee a Houfe in Lutrer-
morth, reported to be haunted : Multitudes
flocke to fee it, and affirmed , that at a
certain hour of the day, ftones were
thrown at thofe that were prefent ,
which hitthem , but hurt them not : And
that what ever time any one would whiftle,
it was anfwered by a whiftle in the Room :
And no fearch could difcover any Fraud :
What became of it after, 1 heard not; but
it continued believed commonly by the
hearers , thofe three weeks that I ftaid in
that County- :

_1X. But the certaineft and fulleft Inftance
of Witchcrafc that ever I knew, I (hall
heregive you in the words of others: On-
ly adding, that about twenty years ago,
the time whem it was doing, my ‘worthy
and dear Friend Mr. George Fopkins , the
then Faithfal Minifter of the Gofpel at
Evefham, toldit me bimfelf , and told me
of their Care and Watchfulnefs, to feet ltll;:;
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there were no Fraud committed init. And
the Witch was hanged at # orcester, and the
Woman her felf is yet living in Evefham,
and the thingnever there doubted of: But
having occafion lately to inftance the fact
againft fome Unbelievers , Ifent to Ewve-
fham, to a Godly, Credible, Friend, tofend
me word , whether any doubt had in'thefe
years palt rifen concerning it, and to fend
me fome of the Flint Stones which were
voided by the Girl: Who fent me word,
that there were no doubtof the thing, and
procured the now Minifter of the place, to
write me theNarrative which I here fubjoin.
And he fent me Owne ffone, about the breadth
of a fmall Groat , and the thicknefs of a
Half-crown , which he faid, was all thatis
there kept of them , taken by the Majors
Wife her felf , and kept by her, and there-
fore I muft fend it back again: Many had
fent for the Stones , and o many troubled
the Houfe about them, that they threw
away, or buried the reft: And Mr. Boyle
told me, that the Earl of South-Hampron
Lord Treafurer , for his Satisfaction, had
got-a great number of them. I carryed
this about me a quarter of a year, and .
then fent it home. But that which Ichief-

ly inform the Reader of, is, that the thing
was {o long in doing , and fo Famous, and
fo many Pious,Under{tanding Perfons mind-
ed it, thac fufpition of Fraud was by their
Diligence avoided. The
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The Narrative as lately fent me
from moft Credible Perfons in
Evefham, is as followeth.

" A Bout the Month of April, 1652. Mary

the Daughter of Edward Ellins, of the
Burrough of gfueﬂ:am » in the County of
Worcefter Gardner , then about nine or ten
years old, wentin the fi€ldson a Saturday
with fome otber Children to gather Cow-
flips , and finding in a Ditch by the way
fide, at the faid ‘Towns end, one Catherine
Huxley, a {ingle Woman , aged then about
forty years ( as is fuppofed eafing nature 13
the Children called her Witch , and too
up ftones to throw at her, the faid Mary
alfo called her Witch, andtook upa ftone,
but was fo affrighted, that {he could not
throw it at her; then they all run away
from her , and the faid Mary being hind-
moft, this Huxley faid fo her [ Eliins, you
thall have ftones enough in your— 7 where-
upon Mary fell that day very ill, and conti-
nued fo weak and Languifhing theft her
Friends feared fhe would not. recovers
but about a Month after, fhe began to void
ftones by the urinary paffages, and fome
litele urine came away from her ; alfo when

the voided anv ftone. and the flone_ fhe
voided,
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voided , was heard by thofe that were by

her, to drop into the Pot or Bafon, and
the had moft grievous pains in her Back and
Reins , like the pricking of Pins, the num-
ber of the ftones the voided, was about
cighty, fome plain pebbles, fome plain flints,.
fome very {imall , and fome about an ounce
weight ; this (he did for fome fpace

¢ a month or two, or there abouts ) unti

upon fome firong fuf?itions of Witchcrafe,
the forenamed Huxley was Apprehended,
Examined and Searched ( at whofe Beds
Head there was found fgveral fones, fuch
as thefaid Mary voided) and was fent to:
Worcefter , where at the Summer Affizes in
the faid year 1652.( thén at hand ) {he was,
upon the Profecution of the Friends of the
faid Mary, Condemned and Executed; upon

whofe Fprehenfi_on and Commitment ,
Mary ceafed to void any more ftones ; bue>

for a while, voided much blackifh and
muddy Sand,and alfo,in fhort time perfec-
ly recovered, and is yet living in the Town,

" in good and honeft Repute, and hath been

many years Marryed , and hath had feven:
Children 5 but never voided any fiones
fince , nor been troubled with the pain fore-
mentioned, Abundance of people yet living,
know the Subftance of this to be true, and
herMother inLaw(fince dead)kept the fiones
till the was tired with the frequent Refort
of people to feethem, and the faid Maryd-
an

e

P i

e et oo




46 ‘An. Hiftorical Difcourfe of

and to hear the Relation of the mattef, and

beg the ftones ( for" though many offered

Money for themn , yet {he always refufed it,

nor did they ever take any, but it coft them

much upon the Girl, and the Profecution
of the faid Huxley) and then fhe buried
shem in her Garden , Edward Ellins, the Fa-
ther of the faid Mary , 15 alfo yet living ,
and 2 Man of honeft Repute, and utterly
free ( as alfo is the faid Mary , and all the
reft of her Friends) from the leaft Sufpition
of any Fraud or Cheatin the whole bufi-
nefs: This was known to hundreds of Peo-
ple in the faid Town, and parts Adjacent,
and many of thiem_yet living, are ready to,
atteft the truth of it :

Yn 1645, in Dorfet-fhire,, 1 lodged ata
Vi)lgage on a Hill, called { I think) Ewverfbor,
in the Houfe of the Minifter, a grave.
Man , who had with him a Son, alfoa
Learned Minifter, -that had been Chaplain
to Sir Tho. Adams in London : They oth
told me, that they -had a Neighbour that
bad long lain Bed-rid, that told all the oc-
cafion 5 That for a long time, being a poor
Labouring Man, every Morning when he
went out of his Door, he found a_Shilling
ander his Door, of which he told no one,
fo that in 2 long time, he buying {ome
Sheep or Swine, and fecming Rich, bis

Neighbours marvelled how he came by X&
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At latt he ‘told them, and :
ftruck. Lame and 'Bed-ri?i. ‘?ﬁeguﬁgg}g
have had me {peak with the Man s but the
Snow:covering the Ground, and I being
ﬁ(l)’r and the Witnefles fully Credible, I for-
Co i - - ’ )

XL 1 had the 1ift Week this followi
ﬁgt;\% .{?,“,t n;ei)-fro'm; and by :;Softzt)u(%relc?i%
ble ¥ éxlectgg ious Perfons of Devonfhire,

Nathan the Son of Mr. Zackeus Crab,

Dyer, without 7 " ‘
yer, withou ‘gate ,' had Convul
and Falling-Fits about nine Years }]infti:gn:

- Hewasa Youth well known to the late

Mr. Robere <Arkins the Minifter, who

him one very hopeful for Religion. th(%‘(])%tl:;
from' one of his Meeting this Youth was
firft Ft_ak\en.', having three Fits before he
came to’ his Mafters Houfe : His Legs fail-
ed him, he feemed to be pufh'd as if fome
body tript up his Heels, and fell forth upon

his Hands. byt rofe again prefently. Some

weeks after he had Falling-fits, with foam-

ing at Mouths thus he continued a Ye
?a%f efore any means were ufed fufggégg
(?‘11; Witchcraft.  After this, hearing of one
zd:,l Mr. Crab, the Father of this Youth
and his Daughter,. the Youth’s Sifter, went
Elggether to Mr. Gibs for help for the Y outh.
! f]:y %v,ent once every Week for a Month
w{lxé 1the Youth’s Water ; the laft Week of
the Month the Sifter ask’d, what Mr. Gibs

thought
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ught now of the Cure? (they weat to
mugil;t the beginning of the Week ) lﬁ
(id, that weeks Papers of Powder wou
make a perfe& Cure, but there would be
an alteration, that he would have two or:
three panging ﬁfv:sl {iifferent %'on} g;‘lixe f%'\r’r;leen;;
i ings fell out as he iaid. ‘
3’1}1‘; ﬂ:ﬁ t\t)le;:gek of the Month wasovet, they
had a Debate, whether they fhould go to
Mr. Gibs again, at len%th they concluded to
0 "and went on the eginning of the ﬁftlg
%)V,eek with his Water. féb;n teh:tgg i:|°
m. Since you. are come ,
wﬁing’ivsé you%hat {hall make a pe;feé’t Curq,.
that you fhall need come to me no morgé
then he gave them 3 Bag o, 1408 1000 L0
’s Neck, and. o . .
%\?ﬁitg:wine fmix one vﬁeekihgn%eé:u g’ﬁ?@
iven by him, when - .
omoEthe. Collar sbout bis Neck for &
while, the Youth thould take it o himfelé,
and buen it: but Mt. Elfor, the Boy sbI:Ia-
fter, took off the Collar after it hadd. e?;-
on two Days and a Night. and fhewed it t
fome, to inguire , whether it were é]sli a
charm there being nothing in the ar
buc a Paper with this writing,
i Callen Dan Dant,
Dan Dant Callen,
Dan Callen Dant. .
Mc. Elfon kept the Paper by him after

’ t
*ewas taken from the Boy's Neck, agggb
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eighteenWeeks,not fuffering it to be applied
again, being told that it feemed to be a
meer Charm; and the Boy being ask'd, if:
he were content_to have his Fits again ra-
ther than havea Cure from the Devil, who

"would not cure his Body without greater
prejudice to his Soul, than his Bodily Dif-
temper could be reckoned ? he very readi-
ly anfwered, he would rather choofe to
have his Fits again, and would leave him-
felf to the Hands of God, for his Difeafe
or Cure.

When this Diftemper left him for the
Eighteen Weeks, he returned confiderably
to his Senfes and Memory; beyond what he
had before, particulatly to bé able to fort
Wooll at his Trade, which he had not been
able to doin 2 Year and quarter before.
About the Sixth Week of thefe Eighteen,
the Father went to Mr. Gibs again, and told
him how the Note was taken off, and that
feveral had the fight of it 5 Gibs then faid,
If the Fits do return again, he will be
worfe than ever, and at their return he
fhould be able to do him no good. His
Fits at the return were indeed far more ter-
rible than before, and much of another
kind than thofe of other Perfons in the Fal-
len-ficknefs: And thefe Fits did return to
him about 18 or 19 VVeeks after they
ceafed, upon a Shrove-Tuefday: Mr: Elfon

-inquiring into the time whén they returned,

- [a.ld’
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! faid,ic was when he threw the Paper t{m had After his Leg was well recovered, he
| been about the YQut}\’SNCCka into the llj_n'e was carried to Mr. Pridbam of Morchard, a4
. and burnt it, unwilling to keep fucha tl ing he preicribed Means, which he bop’d would " ‘
any longer.  This Gibs hath_the gen'e{)a fre- L do him good, if there were any alteration 3
: \ ute of a VVizard, and his ngthe.lb etore by the ufe of his Pills which he then gave 3
i im. The Youth hath along time (_een uté him to carry with him, and take when he ik
I terly deprived of the ufe of his Realon, an came home : but before the Pills, he had 1
| i is clothed, and_ otherwife ufed as a ‘nlx)eer ordered 2 Vomit to be taken, in the work- i
i Natural; and his Fits fo dreadful, that Per- ing of which, they thought he would die. - 1
| ‘ fons are afraid to behold bin. Then they gave him the Pills, which, after 41
N After the return of his Fits, he was put they had flay’d above an Hour in his Sto- %
L to one Yo’s in St. Thoma's, where l])e mach, he vomited them up as they were i
. wrought at his Trade of VVorﬁe.d-_colr:x} - taken 5 which were put up again in the Box, 13
| : ing, and fome means were ufed for ‘S‘l‘:.n“?’ and fhewed to Mr. Pridham , who faid, 1 14
1 i which he pretended to have fome bl n they had been given to a Child of two it}
bl curing , whofe Means were ufed a Olllt a ) Montbs old, they would_have been digeft- Y
i Mongx. without any fuccefs 5 then andtlerf: ed in half an Hour. Upon hearing the :
‘ ‘ being at his VVork, and fome ﬁFns appear- whole, he faid, certainly theie is fomething :
l ing of an approaching Fir, they fet hlg‘ ?{ﬂ extraordinary in the cafe. Being asked if ki
| i a Stool, thence he fell ina Fig, and brake he could do him no good, he faid, he did ¥
N his Leg, the main Bone, in two pieces, a- not queftion but he could, but being a Mi- 1k
f nother Bone in many PIEces. | Then he Wag nifter he feared he (hould lofe his Benefice 8
1 brought home to his Father’s Houle ;. ém. by Peoples faying he was a VVhite-V Vitch.’ ‘th
: the Bones being fet, the Chyrurgion fai ,!d ) The Youth’s Mother apprehended, thac 1 §E
] he fhould have another Fit his Cure Wﬁ\l d Mr. Staddon drop’d fome (5ch words that A3l
iR be impoffible ; he lay about a Montt lQl her Son was bewitcl’d or poflefs’d, or fome- 1
o five VVeeks very free from Fits, till ]ll(si what to that purpofe, who went through a 11
i';\ Bones were fo well knit, that he cog. 4 Courfe of Phyfick with the Youth, and il TR
il - walk abroad with Cratches, which he d ! found nothing did anfwer Expeétation. A1k
| for a while, and then his Fits returned in For fome Years the Youth hath been L
Al the fame manner as before his Bone was much prejudiced in his Speech s fometimes fit
. broken- i he cannot fpeak at all, butis as one dumb 11
' After E 2 for B
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Veek or Fortnight together : He
%;a;s\qﬂaih cnough between, but when ll:.e
hath the Dumb Fits he can hardly move uxs
“Tongue in his Mouth; and he is get:iera 3(71
o deprived of Reafon, that he is clad, an
otherwife ufed as a mesr Idiot.

T'his Narvative was taken in the beginning
of April 1688.
tinues in
Alemorandurm Th? Y(_)uth con
the fame condition till this 27¢h of Sepsem-
ber, 1689.

Tho' I colle&t much written hereto-

rfm%g ml Trl\uﬂ not cranfcribe other I\/geps

Boolis; 1 here defire the Reader to rea gln

Dr. Sinclare’s Book, called [ Satan s Inﬂ(;ﬁ’,;‘ be
Worid) among; 36 Hiftories, the X. calle . le
Devil of Genluce, where he will find fuch
another.Cafe as that -of the Devil oAgt/Iaf;'
con s where the Spirit, befides other Acts o

Mo,le(tation and Violence, for a lon t;me
continued familiar talking to Men, beiore

{fo many Witnefles. as leaveth the truth of

the Hiftory unqueftionable.

i ber of

X[V. The Hanging of a great numoe
i < suflolk and Effex, by the difco-
Wicches in S/ &5 in f£645' and 1646 is
Mr. Calamy went along

very of one Hopkins,
famoufly known.

with the Judges in the Circuit, to hear

VIR e s, and fee that there were
their Confeffiors, @ re

——'—f'J —~—
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no Fraud or Wrong done them. I fpake
with many Underftanding, Pious and Cre-
dible Perfons that lived in the Countries,
and fome that went to them to the Prifons,
and heard their fad Confeflions. - Among
the reft, an old Reading Parfon, named
Lowis, not far from Franlingham, was one
that was Hanged ; who confefled,that he had
two Imps, and thatone of them was always
uccing him on doing Mifchief; and (he-
eing near the the Sea, as he faw a Ship un-
der Sail, it'moved him to fénd him'to firk’
the Ship, and he cenfented, and faw the
Ship fink before him. One Penitent Wo-
man confeflfed, that her Mother lying fick,
and fhe looking to her,fomewhat like aMole
ran in'to the Bed to. her, which fhe being
ftarcled at, her Mothet bid her not fear it,
but gave it her, faying, Keep'this in a Pot’
by the Fire; ¢¢. and thou fhalt never want:
She did as the was bid, fhortly after a poor
Boy (feemingly) came in, and askt leave to
{it and warm him at the Fire, and whén he
was gone, fhe found Money under the Stool;
and afterwards oft did fo again, aud a¢ laft’
laid hold of her, and drew Blood of 'her, -
aud {he made no other Compact with the’
Devil, but that her Tmps fuck’d her Blood s
and as I heard, the was delivered.” Abun-
dance of fad Confeflions were made by
them, by which fome teftified, that there
are certain Punithments thac they were to -
E 3 under-
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undergo, if they did not fome hurt as was
appointed them. _

And in Lancafhire, long ago, many
‘Witches were Convict.

That publithed by Edmond Bower near Sa-
lishury, is remarkable: 1 refer the Reader
to the printed Narrative.

X V. I will next infert a late Fact
wot far off, which when a Pious Credible
Perfon related to me , I defired him to
fend me the true Narrative in Writing
when he came Home, and fully enquired
into the matter : And he fent me this Nar-
rative here following. . :

- At Brightling iz Suffex.

As touching the Relation of the Bright-
Ling Story, which is in the Subftance un-
doubtedly true, however fome . Circum-
ftances of it may vary, be pleafed to take
the following Account.

On Mundzy was three Weeks , at, or ’

near the Houfe of Fofeph Cruttcaden of
Brightlingan old Woman about Noon came
10 2 Servant Girl of the taid Cratrenden’s tells
her, fad Calarities were coming upon her
Mafter and Dame, their Houie ﬂlguld be
TFired, and many other troubles befal themss
but tells this Girl withai, That if fhefpake
of what fhe had told her, the Devil would
tear her to pieces, otherwiie fhe need not
fear, for no hure thould come to her :{'_l !‘1:3
' fame
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fame Night, as the Man-and Woman lay
in Bed, Dirt and Duft, &¢. was thrown at
them, but they could not tell whence it
came: They rife and Pray, during which
that Difturbance ceafes ;s fome fay they went
to Bed again, but finding the fame trouble
they are forced to rile. 7Zuefday about
Noon, Duft, Dirt, and feveral things are
thrown at them agains before Wight, a
part of one end of their Houfe Fired; they
rake it down, it flalhes fomewhdt like
Gunpowder 5 as they ftop’d it there; it be-
gan' in another place, and thence to another;
till the whole Houfe was burnt: down.
Some fay fome thing like a Black Bull was
feen tumbling about 3 the certainty of that I
aver not. 'The Houfe, tho’ it burnt down to
the Ground it flamed not: The Night was
fperit in carrying Goods,or one thing or other
from one place to anothe 5 ‘they, I think, re:
maining moftly without Doors. Thurfday Col.
Busbridge (whofe Houfe the former was) be-
ing acquainted with the Man’s fad Accident,
bid them go ‘into ‘another of his Houfes in
the Parifh, whithér,” when thie Goods were
brought, fuch like Difturbances were there
alfo; the Houfe Fireth, endeavours are
made by many to quench’ it, but in vain,
till the Goods are thrown out, when it
ceafed with little or no help. In this con-
dition none durft let them into their Doorss
they abide under a Huts; the Goods are

E4 thrown
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thrown upfide down, Peater-difhes, Knives,
Brickbrats ftrike them, -but hurt them not:
Mr. Benner and Mr. Bradhaw , Minifters,
came to Pray with them, when a Knife
glanced by the Breaft of Mr. Bennet, 2
Bow! or Difh thrown at his Back, but
while at Prayers quiets they were without
Doors, there being very many refent, a
Wooden Tut came flying out O the Air,
by many, and came and ftruck the Man; as
likewife a Horfe-{hoe, which was by fome
laid away, and it was obfervd of itsown
accord to rife again and fly to the Man, and
firook him in_the midft of a hundred Peo-
ple: Upon firict Examination _the Man
confeflech, that he had beena Thief, and
did it uncfer the colour of Religion. Sa4b-
bash-day the Gir] told her Dame the former
Story of the Womans Difcourfe s fhe is
fent for, and Examined before Captain Col-
lins, Mr. Busbridge, and fhe_is fearched
watched 24 Hours: the Girl faith, fhe is
fike the Woman, but I think will not fwear
it is the fame. ‘This Woman was formerly
fufpeied to be 2 Witch, badto Maidftone
about it, but got away, and hath lived about
Burwaft fome time fince 3 her Name I know
not : Twefday Four Minifters kepe a Faft,
Mr. Bennet, Weller, Bradfhaw and Golden 5 {ince
1 hear not of an trouble. “Tis faid they
gre in a Barn or le-houfe 5 while they lay
without Doors, the Woman fending &mcl;
ea
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Meal to a Neighbours to make Bread, they
could not make it up into Loaves, but it
was like Butter, and fo they put it into the
Oven, but it would not bake, but came out
as it went in. This Relation came from

Mr. Collins, who was an Eye-witnefs of
much of it. ' ‘

X V1. Abouttwenty Years paft, when I
was in the Lord Broghill’s (now Earl of Ore-
ry’s) Lodgings in London, one Night he
broyght me the Report, that one'of Crom-
well's Soldiers being on his. Watch, near the'
Chappel of St. Fames's Houfe, fomething
came towards him in an affiightening (hape,
and he calling out, Stand, ftand, or I' wilf
fhoot you, at laft difcharging,. it ran upon
him, ‘and threw him over the way far off;
and that it had: been that day Examined]
and affirmed confidently ;- and what became:
of the Report of it afterward, I know not,
fave that it was faid to happen oft. But on
this occafion the Earl of Orery ( yet living)
told me, as followeth, That Colonel #e-
nables (then going for Hifpaniola, with the:
Soldiers that were there Repulfed and- took
Famaica) had a: Soldier in his Army thae
came out of Ircland,. and was under Colo-
nel Hill, who wasthen.in London, and would
atteft this following. viz. That thisSoldier
looked pale and fad, .and pined, and the
caufe was unknown: At lalt he came to

Colonel
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Colonel Hill with his Confeffion , that he
had bin a Servant in England, ( as I remem-
ber,to one that carried Stockins and fuch
ware about to fell Jand for his Money, he
had Murdered his Mafter , and buried him
in fuch a place: And flying into Ireland ,
lifted himfelf his Souldier,and that of a long
time, when ever be lay alone, fomewhat
like 4 headlefs Man,ftood by his Bed, faying
to him, [Wile thou yet confefs 2 1. And in this
cafe of fear he had continued,till lately it ap-
peared to him when he had a  Bed-fellow
( which it niever did before ) and faid as be-
fore [ Wilt thou yet confefs) and now feeing
no hope of longer Concealing it, he Con-
fefled: And as I remember, his going to
FHifpaniola was his punithment, in ftead of
Death, where vengeance followed him. )
This he offered then to bring Colonel Hil
to me to atteft, { fince the Writing: of this ,
the Earl of .Orery isdead. ) - -

XVI. Simon Fones, a Strong and healthful
Man of Kcderminfter (00 way inclined to
Melancholy or any Fancies ) hath oft told
me, that being a. Souldier for the King in
the War againft the Parliament , in a clear
Moon-fhine Night, . as. he ftood Sentinel in
the Colledge Green at #Horcester, {fomething
like a headlefs Bear, appeared to him; and
fo affrighted him , that he laid down his

Arms foon after, and returned home Igo hiis
. Trade
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Trade , and while Iwas there afterward ,
which was fourteen years , lived Honetftly ,
Religioufly, and withont blame, and I think
is yet living , which mindeth me of that
which followeth, though to menot known.

“XVII. When I was young, moftcredible
and religious perfons born inWilden- Hallnear
Wolver-bampton in Stafford-Shire, oft told'me
(dwelling with me in the fame Houfe) that
oneRichard White a Smith of Wilden- Hall,iwas
a prophane Atheiftical Man, and believing
that there was no Devils, in his Cups
would with he could once fee the Devil,
if there were fucha thing; and that fud-
denly he changed his Lite , and became a
profeflor of zeal, and firi¢tnefs in Religi-
on, and told them , thatina clear Moon-:
thine Nighe . the Devil in the fhape of a
great ugly Man , ftood by his Bed fide,
opening the Curtains , and looking him in
the . Face, and at laft took up the Blanket,
and fometime {miled on him, and then was
more ugly , and after a while (in which he
lay in great Terror) the Apparition Vanith-
ed, and he was affrighted into the aforefaid
change of Life (as Bruno is faid to be the
Founder of the Order of Carthufian Fryers.

. XVIIL. My dear Friend Mr. Hopkins (Fa-
ther to myFaithful BrotherMr.George Hopkins
Minifter at Everfham; till ejeCted, Aug. 24.

L . 1662.
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1662. and: Gratidfather' to Dr. Flopkins, late-
ly. Preacher at Lawurences ) 2 chief Magi-
firate of Bewdleys: and fince a-Member' of
the Long Parliamient , oft pained as' heé
thonght with- the Spleen , but not at” all
Meclancholy,came to me at Mr. Hanburyes,
the laft time. before 1 was driven out of

the County,and as a great fecrettold me, that

he was pofleft( meaning,] think Bewitcht): .

I'chid himjas Fanciful and Melancholy': Bue
he without any fhew of Melancholy;affirmed,
thacit wad certainly tfue:1 could not ftay withr
him, and never faw him more. But he Jong
continued in pain and that Concei, and be-
forer he dyed -, a piece of Wood came
down into the rectum inteftinumy which they:
were fain to pull out with their Fingers,
His good Wife told me,ic was of the length
of ones finger': And thae he and they were!
fure that he never fwallowed any fuch thing:
The beft Men it feems may be'thus Afflict-
edyas Fob by Satan:.

XVIIL There is now in Londos an un.
derftanding, fober, pious Man, oft one of

my Hearers, whe hath an'elder Brother, a -

Gentleman of  confiderable Rank, who ha-
ving formerly feemed pious of late Years
dothoft fall into the Sin of Drunkennefs :
He oft lodgeth Jong together here, in this
his Brother's Houfe: And whenever he is
drunken, andhath {lept himfelf fober, foln}e-

thing
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.thing knocks at his Bed’s Head, as if one

:knock’d on a Wainfcot; when they re-

move his Bed, it followeth him : Befi

lowd Noifes on other Parts where hediess
that all the Houfe heareth, They have offt
watch’d, and kept his Hands, left hefhopld
doic himfelf. His Brother:hath oft told it
.me, and brought his Wife (a difcreet Wo-
man) to atteft it; who averreth moreover,
that as fhe watched him, .fhe.hath {een-his
Shooes under the Bed taken up, and no-

thing vifible touch them. They broughtto

me the Man himfelf, and when we ask him

how he dare fo fin again, after fuch a

‘Warning, he hath no Excufe. ‘But bein

Perfons of Quality, .for fome fpecial iReéE

{?n of ‘Worldly Intereft, I muft not name
im.

Two .things are remarkable in this In-
ftance. 1. Whata powerful thing Tempta-
tion and Flefhly Concupifcence is, and what
a hardned Heart Sin brings Men to: If one
rofe from the Dead to warn fuch Sinners,
it wounld not of it felf perfuade them.

2. It pofeth me to think what kind of
Spiric this is, that hath fuch a Care of this
Man’s Soul, ( which maketh me hope ge
will recover.) Do good Spirits dwell fc

near us? Or are they lent on fuch Meflages?
Or isit his Guardian Angel ? Or is ic the
Soul of fome dead Friend, that fuffereth,
and yet, retaining Love to him, as Dives to

his
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his Brethren, would have him faved ? God

yet keepeth fuch things' from us, in- the
dark. o

X[X Thereis nbw in Londona Youth, (the

very Godly Conforming Minifter,)
gf%%?fi:dingya Bool¥~ of that called Conjura-
tion, coming to the Words and Attions which
the Book faid would caufe the Devil to ap-
pear, was prefently very gleﬁrox;s to try, and
defirous that the Apparition might be accor-

dingly. He came to me in Terrour, ha- .

i fore opened his Cafe to a Parith-Mi-
Xiﬁ%geanda rmed to me, that the Devil
hath appeared to him, and follicited him
with a Knife to cut his Throat, and told
him, he muft do it {uddenly, for he would
ftay no longer. 1 told him how fafe he
was, if he truly repented, and begged Par-
don through Chrift, -and would refolvedly
renew his Bapti{mal Covenant, and re-
nounce the Devil, and live as truly devoted
to God and our Redeemer: And I have
heard from him no more, but muft not

me him. )
m!This {(hews what Power Satan gets, if

Men do but confent: For I-had a very
Godly Friend, that a Week ago, told me,
that he read Cornelins Agrippa’s Occulta
Philofophia , and read the fame Words
that he faith will raife Devils, but with

no Defire, but a Deteftation of Succ:t%
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zpd of the Book, and nothing appeared to
1.

XX, Mr. Samuel Clark hath publifhed the
AHparition to Mr.White of Dorchefler, Af-
feflor to the Weftminfter- Aflembly, at Lam-
berb. The Devil, in a light Night, ftood
by his Bed-fide : He looked a while whe-
ther he would fay or do any thing, and then
{aid, If thou bast nothing eife to do, I hiave s
and {o turned himfelf to fleep. Many fay it
from Mr. White himfelf.

XXI. This following I had from one of
unqueftionable Credit. ’

Amongft other things, I called to Mind
a Story fent me in a Letter from Cambridge,
that Week it was done, in 1661, or 1662.
and 1did verily believe, and do fill, that
Mr. lingworth fent it me, but he could not
reflet its however, Mr. Cooper hearing it -
told it was a great Truth, he heard Mr.
Franklin, a Minifter of Wood-Rifing, in this
County, twelve Miles from this City, Fa-
ther to the Child, tell it to Sir Philip Wood-
boufe. Mr. Franklin (his Charaéter, farther’
than that of a Minifter of -the Church of
England, 1 cannot give you) was then Mi-
nifter of 2 Town (whofe Name I know not)
in the Ifle of Ely, and upon this Account
which I thall tell you, removed to Wood-
Rifing in this County.

This
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This Man had a Child, to which a Spirit
often ap%eared at his Fathier’s Houfe 5 and
grew fo bold and free, as very ordinarily
to come in whilt Company was in the
Houfe, and_ Frazklin in the Room, and fit
down by the Boy. At due Years, about
the Year 1661, or 1662. he was bound an
Apprentice to a Barber in Cambridge, (or at
leaft with him as 2 Probationer.) One
Night the Spirit appeared to him in the
ufaal Habit of a Gentlewoman, and would
have perfuaded him togo home again,askin
him what he did there? &e. The Boy, at=
ter fome Treaty, rephgd, He would not go.
Upon which, he received a great Blow on
the Ear, and grew very ill, but rofe.  Be-
ing and continuing ill, his Mafter prefently
horfeth, and rides to acquaint his Father.
In the Forenoon of thac Day; the Boy fic-
ting by the Kitchin-fire, his Miftrefs being
by, fuddenly cries out, O Miftrefs ! Look.:
T'here’ s the Gentlewoman. The Woman turns
to look, feesnothing; but while her Head
was turned, hears a Noife as of a great Box
on the Ear; turns, fees the Boy bending
down his Neck, andhe prefently died. A~

bout the fame Hour, fo near as they could-

guefs, the Mafter was ficting at Dinner in
the l{le of Ely, with the Father: The Aﬁ-
pearance of a Gentlewoman comes in, look-
ing angrily, taking a Turn ot two, difap-

peared.
Thus
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_‘Thus I remember the Story came in

three Days after it was done, tg met.n T

M. Cooper this Aftérnoon confirms it, as

heard by him from Mr. Franklin himfelf :

Adding, the poor Man was fo affecred,
that he feemed almoft ftupid.

XXIIL. From a credible Perfon I had

this following Account. .
In the Year 1665. Elizabeth Brooker, Ser-
vant to Mrs. Elieron of Honyton, in.the Goun-
ty of Devon, as fhe was_ferving in Dioner
one Lord’s Day, fuddenly felt a pricking, as
of a Pin, in her Thigh, but did not think
there could be any fuch thing 5 yet looking,
fhe found indeed that a Pin was there, got
within her Skin, but without drawing any
Blood, or breaking the Skin,.or making
any hole or fign at all; and-ic was got {o
far within her Flefh, that the could hardly
feel the Head of it with her Finger, but
yet fhe did plainly enough- perceive thac it
was a Pin fo it continued the remaining
part, of that Da* -The next Day fhe felt
bu little pain: The Twefday (he was much
pained, and the Pin wrought {o far.into her
Fleth; that fhe could no longer feel it with
her Fingets. The Wednefday -fhe went to
Exeter, that4he might_have the Advice of
M. Anthony Smith, a Chirurgeon there, of
great Repuration. - He, upon examining the
place, would not believe that ady Fia. was
3 therey
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e. there being no Skin broken, noSwel-
E?ne;, nor any other thing by which he might
perceive the lealt "Foken- of any fuch mat-
ter. However, upon.her confident and
conftant affirming there was a Pin, he made
an Jncifion 3 and fearching with an Infiru-
ment,, at length found the Pin, and took it
out : Tt was a little crooked, and of the
larger fort of fmall Pins He preféntly
made Applications for the Cure of the
Wound, which inabout three Weelis.nme
was effected. |
The Day before this hanened-, the Wo-
man had an unknown Perfon asked a Pin of
her, which the denied her, but did not: {u-f-
pe&t her- And another Woman, Agres Ki-
chardfon, who was fufpected, was angry with
her, for blaming her about Mifcarriage in
an Errand that (he fent her on. R

A true Relation from Honytom,
in the County of Devon, con-
cerning Witcheraft.

Kingflon upon Thames, Sept. 6. 1631-

* A PBout nine or ten Years fince, in the
Houfe of Mrs. Hicron, of Honyton,

Widow, there happened this firange In-
This

ftance of Witchcratt following.
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This Widow Hieron, a Perfon of -goed
Quality,: kept a Mercer’s Shop, and (I
think) doth-to .this day, in Honyron. _ She
had a Maid-Servant, Elizabetb Brogker -by,
Name, : who fold Small Wares in a Stall
befare her Miftrefles Door. On. Saturday;

~ which was their Market-day, a certain Wo-

man of - Aonytor Town came to the faid E4-
zabeth Brooker, ({elling Wares at the Stall
aforefaid,) and asked. her for a Pin. The
Maid readily gave her a Pin from her
Sleeves buc:this Pin did not fatisfie, fhe
would have a Pin of a.bigger fort, out of a
Paper which hung:up to fell. - The Maid
told her, thofe Pins were not hers .0 give;
the muft ask her Miftrefs ; and when (he
had Ogders, the would give her-her Defire.
The Woman asked her again, and again 3
and fElizabeth did as often deny. The
Woman went away in a great Fume and
Rage, and told the Maid, fhe fhould hear
farther from her, fhe would €’er long with
fhe had given her the Pin the defireds with
many threatning Speeches, which the Maid
took little notice of; (though the Woman
was of an ill Report) Now, the next Day
being the Lord’s Day, while her Miftrefs
and the Family were at Dinner, and Eliza-
beth Brooker waiting at the Table, on a {od-
den the Maid gave a very great Cry, and told
therm, fhe had a Pin thruft inco her Thigh,
which few of the Famgy did believe, know-
2 ing
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snw thete wag: o Perfon in the Room: be-
fide her felf; and the Family, who- all fate
at Meat, -(_luejdnlv-ﬁanding to attend them.
Her Miftrefs‘arofe ‘from Table, and Mr. Sa-
mitél Hieron's Wifey (who was then living.)
She was férced to-go to Bed's they fent
for:d Midwife of “the Town, who had skill
ifi Sores and' Wounds:, she faw_there had
bBeen fome {rriall Hurt in the Skin, - but the
Pin was out of fights and feelin fo asto
underftand whidt it was, ‘or exaitly where,
the Midwife applied her rare Plaifter of Ve-
nice-Turpentine all that Night, and many
other things the next Day, but the Pain
was {till the-fame. -~ On the Tue/day they ad-
viled with -Mr. Salier, a skilful Apotheca-
vy inthe Town. who advifed them well,
whofe Counfel they followed, but-all in
vain. On Hednefday, the fame Week,

~ they, with great T rouble and Pain, brought

her to Exerer, and lodged her at Mr.John
Hoppin's, a worthy Minifter -of the Gofpel
who lived in Gaudics- Lank, They calied
me to her, to advife whaoto do to eafe her
Pain. 1defigned a Suppurative Cata lafin,
but nothing would’ fatisfie the Maid, but
cutting of itours which was fomewnat dif-
fcult, becaute it was hard to find the place
exaéily. where to make the Incifion s but
the Courage of the Patient did greatly pro-
mote the Operation. 1 made a large Inci-
{fion, according to the length of the Mufcles d,
N ang

ey
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‘and_thaugh I could find -no {ign. of the:Pin

upon, the firt Incifipn, yet by putti
Incifion-knife obliquely, Ife t);hee-l’.ﬂril? :i%
brough it ou, near.an Jach within the Ca-
#r5and upon that there was..great Eafe
:-and., in,. fifteen : Days. the Sore was; whole,
;'(Ihls_ Operation was performed-in the pre-
1 ¢.rcx{ce. of Mrs. Floppin, Mrs. Gold, Mrs. Ford,
and many worthy Perfons, of . good Repu-
tation.. And ] dare prefume,. I%this,ifPaper
be. fent -to,: Honyton, 10, Mr. Sumuel Hieron
Minifter of the Gofpel, he will have it. fuf’
ficiently attefted concerning the firl¥ part of
the SCOI‘K, and pope can t’eﬁ the fecond part
‘better than my felf, who performed the
: lC):lizieerauon i A‘(‘id;‘t!"’., ’l_;{ut‘h,‘,pf thas Igive
under my Hand this 2y ¢ '
Anno DaYn. 1681, ﬁ!ﬁ ".Da.l:).';cfifié.'\cptcr?:bcr,

L. Amthowny Smith,

Ky . ' . s .
. Chyrurgus Kingfor.

XXIV. One born in the fame Town,
now living in London, in a Journey, Anno
1664 lodged at an Ino in Culmffock, in the
fame County. He went to Bed between

Ten and Eleven of the Clock, and foon,

T3 fell”
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fell=afléep, not having any Apprehenfions
¢bneerning the Houfe or Chamber. When
‘He awaked, he found himfelf laid ‘out in

“the Bloor, at fome diftance from theé-Bed,

by the fide of Vg"’l‘able, the Bed-Clogths,
-and “his-own’ Wearing Cloaths, all upos
hiim, joft in-thé fame mianner as he’ aid
them When "going to Bed ; having nothing

-at. all under him, by which'he gét an ex- -

tream Cold ; and befides, his'Leg and Arm
next the Table 'wcre,'fo‘relY{bruxfed, - Being
awake, he 'k _,e,iia,n,' t think - where he' was,
Put foon récollected himfelf, and by the
Light of thé"Moon,’ which then-fhone ve-
1y brighe s he - difcerned the Beds and
‘Piitting on the Cloaths ypon the Bed, laid
him down again, aid’ flept the remaining
part of the Night very quietly. - Soon af-
zer his being in Bed this fecond time, the
Town-Clock,. firuck Twelve. ~ He never
was ot ‘of his Bed ‘in his Sleep before or
fince; and foon after he came to angder-
ftand thatthe-Chamber was reputed €0 be
haunted. :

PUSERE

e

 Worthy Siv,
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Myr. Charles Hatt's Letter, con-
cerning an Houfe being haunted

gt Kinton, in Worcclterfhare,
"y the Year 1667.

v
v

A Ccording to your Defire, and my Pro-
mife when I was with you-about.a
Fortnight fince, with Mrs. Wilfon, concern-
ing 2 Man’s Houfe in Kiston (fix Miles from
Worcefter) being forely troubled, about the
latter end of the Year 1667. to the beft of
my Remembrance, vix. T
I li'ving at Benington, near Asfler’, in
W arwickshire, Workmen come from Xin-
ron, aoquainted me of .an Houfe {orely
haunted, naming the Perfon to me, (which
1 have now forgot.) I beingdefirous to fee
or hear fuch things, went to the faid
Houfe; but finding only a Mdid there 3
fpinning, I asked for her Mafter. She tol
me, the Spirit (to the beft of my remem-
brance fhe called it fo) had boxed him a-
bout the Ears, as he fate by the Fire, over
againtt hers upon which, he cried out, and
went away to.a Son’s of-his in_the faid
Town, a little before I came. I coming
to the faid Man, deﬁf;ed him to come hon}];"'
4 - e
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He lived, as I remember, two Years af-

ing me how he

He feemed unwilling, tell
the Night it

was abufed by it,

This is the beft and trueft Account

I can give. . _I;eﬁ,

im out of the Bed, -and
that he was a wea-
But getting him home,
n about the fame place,
and 1 fate over againft
w’ he was troubled.
had been with hims
(to my beft
y bid him pray, pray:
lief. 1told him{ 1
feeking to
{lightly of
d me, I might hear it be-.
I had not.been long , b
Noife in the faid Room,
her Gruntling, like a
lowd Shriek. Here
I was much con-
he heariog of its fo recall-

would oftenpull h
did fo torment b
ry of his Life.

he fite him dow
near the Fire,

him, difcourfing ho
He told me, feveral
as the Minifter of the place,
remembrance,) The
But he. found no Relief.
knew no other way than
and not to fp

e ey e e e T e

the Lord,

fore 1 went.
there was a great
of Groaning, or rat
Hog, and-then gave a
it is , faith t
cerned upon €

SIR,
Sl N G e
::""‘ .ro”r .Chr iﬁidﬂ_ F rie”d : E s:
Ginersfy M16 . Charles Hatt's.

_POSTSCRIPT.
o

.Spake to my Lady Rick, concerning a
oice that Mr. Tiro heard, acquainting

him of bis Death, If you remember, I
told you of .him, and you defired-an Ac-
count of it. He wasa Nonconformift, Mi-
nifter, of Unger, in Effex : My Lady will
fend you the Account of it. This Mr. Tire
had an extraordinary Love for you.

defired to go to Prayer in
where the Man-ufed to
many of the Towns-
and were at D :
“the aforefaid

ing my:felf, I
the next Room,
By this time
le came in,
he middle of Duty,
ame, as. [ thought, lowder, and
however , 1 then was not
d. ~ Afterward, having fome Dif-
th the Man about a2 Month af

R L

Vale, C.H.

ter , 1 heard from him, tha

 miore trouble him , ‘nor to his .Deagy.
. . . . e

CHAP.
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: T fhe lay;, an old Woman named ' Efizabeth

i-

. S ed’by a Warrant trom a.Ju ice . of lPeace,
CHAP {H . andCouvicted by the Qaths of .two: Per-
e fons , . was. committed - t0 the Connty
MR' obn EHumphreys, brought Mr. May Goal.: : S I
£ fiilto e, with @ Bag of Irons, About a Fortnight - after , fhe began to
Nails and Brafs, vomited by the Girl. 1 Vomit up Nails, Pieces of Mails, Pieces of
keep fome of them to fhew: Nails about ‘ Brats, Handles of :Spoons,’ and fo continu-
three or four inches long , do%bledcrooked ed to do. for the fpace of .fix Months and
at thre ead, and pieces of old Brafs doubled, upwards : Aadin her fits, {he faid there did
about an Inch broad, and two or three appear ro kieran old Woman, Named -Mar-
Inches long, with crooked edges : T defi- gery Cooinbes , and-one Ann More 3 who alfo
red himto give me the Cale in Writing , iey 4 Warrant from two_Juftices ‘of the
which he hath done as followeth : Any one : Peace , were Apprehended and brought ‘to
that is_incredulous, may .ngwat: Becking- | the Seffions helvdP at Brewton for the County,
ton recéive Satisfaction from him, and frone < and by the Bench-committed to the Coun-
the Maid her felf. ‘ vy Goal : The former of thefe dyed as foon

a5 (hie came into- Prifon , the other two
were Tryed at Tannson Adlizes, by my.Lord

o Inithe Fown of Beckingrén, by Froome in

SiehfewsShires-liveth Mary Hill ; a Maid of ; Chief Juttice Holr', and_for wanu:of Evi-
about -;ngﬁt?ﬁeﬁ‘;yeags of Agey who ha- g dence, were acquitted by the Jury. The
ving lived" véry: muchyin the"Neglect of ; Perfons bound ‘over to give Eviderice; were
lﬁl""D{lW o God ; was fomé titne before l Sifunma Belton) and_Ann Holland,: who upon
Michatimas 1ot - paft was Twelve-Month , their Oaths Depofited , that they hookt out
taken very ‘ill , and being feized with vi- of the Navel of the faid Mary Hill, as_fhe
olent Firs, began to Vomit up about two lay ina dead fit, crooked Pins, fmall Nails,
hundred crooked Pins. This o Stupendous and fmall pieces of Brafs, which wefe pro-
an Accident , drew a numerous Concourfe . duced in Court before the Judge, and from
of People to {ee her: To whom when in her him handed to the Jury to look upon them.
Fits, the did conftantly affirin,that {he faw a- Whereupon Mr. Francis Jeffe;and Mr, Chri-

gainft the Wall of the Room : Wherﬁi; frophér Brewer declared , that they had feg‘n
. . the
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the faid Mary Hill.to Viomit up at feveral
times Crooked Pins. ,> Nails, and Pieces of
.Brafs, which they.alfo produced. in -open
Court , and to the end, they might be af-
-cersained it was no-Impofture, they decla-
red, they had fearched her Mout with
their Fingers before {he did Vomi.
- 11pon which the Court thought fit to call
for me, who-am the Minifter.of . the Parith,
10 teflifie -the -Knowledge of the matter,
sithich I did to this Effect, that I had feen
her at feveral -times ; after haviog - given
her .alitele fmall Beer ;- Vomit up Crooke
Pins, Nails, and Pieces; of Brafs. That
.to prevent -the Suppofition of a- Cheat, 1
had.caufed her tobe broughttoa Window,
and having lookt inta her Mouth, I fearche
it wirh my Finger, as I did the Beer. before
fhe drank it... This I did, that 1 might not
be wanting' _ Circumftantial Anfwers, to
what ;. my: ;lﬁ;r and .Court. might:.pro
pofe. i it R I
"1 well remembes:, 2 Gentleman, on a Sa-
parday ‘came L0 .My Houfe. (-/ncognito ).£0
know of me the truth of the Country- Re-
port -about this Maid, having feen fome of
the Nails, @¢. fhe: had Vomited up. . 1eold
himit -was very true, and if he would. ftay
in Town til the Mprning, he mighc
fee iit, bimfelf, for his own Sarisfackion.
Which hé did, and early in the Morning,
was called co fee her. But becaule Beer was
not
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not given her when (he wanted it, (he lay’
in avery Deplorable Condition , till paft
two in the Afternoon 5 when with much
Difficulty , the brou‘ight up a piece of Brafs,
which the faid Gentleman took away with
him. Though before the faid Piece of Brafs

‘came up, he told me hewas fatisfied of the

Truth of the thing , becaufe it was impof-
fible for any Mortal to Counterfeit her-m%tqc{-
rable Condition. She fometimes lying in a
dead Fit,with her Tongue {welled out:of her
Head, and then reviving, fhe wonld fall
to Vomiting , but nothing came up till a-
bout tio a Clock in'the ‘Afternoon. _Nay,
fo curious was he to Anticipate any Cheat,
that he fearcht her Mouth himfelf, gave
her the Bear, held ber up in his hand, an
likewife the Bafon,into. which fhe Vomiteg,
and continued with her all this time, with-
out eating and drinking , which was about
eight hours, that he might be an Eye-Wit-
nes of the Truth of it. Nay, further, he
found the Maid living only with a Brother ,
and three poor Sifters , all young Perfons,
and very honeft, and the Maid kept at the
Charge of the Parith, were fufficient Tefti-
monies they were uncapable of making ‘a
Cheatof it. The Gentleman I now men-
tioned, was, ( asI afterward learnt ) Efquire
Player of Cajtle-Cary. o

{ have often wondred how it was poffible
for all that Trurnpery tobe conveyed into

her
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. ich at Intervals, fhe caft w .
girbergg;e rvnv:(ilghall\ the Obfervation I cou?d
wo fatisie my felf andothers. I found tbﬁt
thofe things which fhe brought up th e
Morning , Were conveyed ' into h’?i;a ay;
by fome Diabolical Power; Wher(\i ;vﬁ l
in Bed at Night. What induced me ethe rz
to believe this » was, by confidering .
following Circumftances. .

¢ it wasonly in the Morning, that
ilhel .V.zr‘;aited Nails, . and fcarce di
any thing in the Afternoon.

2. 1 fﬁund by Enquiry, that {he always
(lest with her Month open , and could not
helpit, and when afleep, fhe could pot
awaken'd either t}y cailing , p%gmg or

ulling of her, for fome confiderable time h’
ghough at the fame_time, fhe fetcht fuc
- deep and painful Groans , as if {he were
awaked, and fenfible of her fad Conditi-

on. o T sot
Farther Satisfadtion’, 1 80
fox%.e I;(c)rmt:gwn Charge to fit up at ng?ts
with ber , and watch her Mout ,and to fee
it was kept clofe fhut. _Whilft tg:fd \3-;5
donehe Vormngof Nl 40
i ights Succeti ; but wh
gg‘;v;t;“xgelgé%ﬁ the would be fure to bring

0o of Nails, or fome fuch ftuft.
ilg:hggmg;gmﬁe? lodged at a Nexgl)bonrs
Houfe, to fee whether her Vomiting ©

Nails
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Nails would totally ceafe,but it did not, For
coming one day to my Houfe, to refrefh her
felf, {he had not bin there: two Hours, be-
fore fhe began to be il , we immediately
gave her fome Beer , and fhe Vomited up
a great board Nail. Some time after this,
fhe threw up a great piece of Brafs, which
1 Gw followed with much Blood, and the
being extreamly weakened with firiving,
and falling into. a Fit, I caufed a Wo-
man to open her Moutlr, who took out as -

- much.Blood, as fhe could hold in the hol-

low of her hand.. . ,

After the Affizes afore-mentioned was
ended, and fhe was turned home , fhe grew
worfe than ever,byVomiting of Nails,Pieces
of Glafs, &¢. And fallm% one day into a
Violent Fit, fhe was fivelled to an extraor-
dinary bignefs, fome Beer being given her,
fhe throws up feveral Pieces ot Bread and
Butter, befmeared with a Poyfonous matter,
which I judged to be white Mercury. Fhis
fo much affrighted the Neighbours, that
they would come no more near her. So thae
one day, the being taken defperate ill, I was
fent forto pray with her , and Compaffio-
nating the Deplorablenefs of her Conditi-
on, I at laft refolved to take her into iny
own Houfe, where in fome fhort time, the
Vomiting ceafed 5 though for fome f;,l»fcc-
her Diftorting Fits followed her. But, Jefl
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(ed be God 5 is now, and has been for d
confiderable_time laft paft in very g0
health, and fit for a Service. ‘

April 4. May Hill Miniﬁcr of Beckington,
1691 In the Connty of Somerfet.

e

1L They that will read Mr. Increafe
Marhers Book', and efpecially his_Sons,
Mr. Cotton Mathers Book of the Witch-
crafts in New-England 5 103y fee enough to
Silence any Incredulity that pretendeth to
be Rational.

Mr. Emiin a Preacher now in Dublin,told
me the Story of the Bewitching of two
Gentlewoman , Sifters to Mr. Pacy, now
‘a Pious Juftice in: Leftoft in Suffolke. He
and his Sifters now Married , are all yet
living: They were ufed much like thofe in
New-England, mentioned by Mr. Corzon Ma:-
sher, being Children then about nine and
elevenyears old : But ] underftand tha the
Story is in Princ ,-and it is alfoin A4 S.
from Judge Hale himfelf , who Condemn-
ed the Witch, ( which no Man was tnore
backward to do, without full Evidence. ) A
Lady of my Acquaintance, hath ic under
bis Hand. Therefore 1 forbear the par-
ticulars: Only one odd paffage thac Mr.

Emlin told me I (hall recice. A Godly
Minifter yet living, fittiog by to fee one

of
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of the Gitls in her fits, fuddenly felt a

force pull one of the Hooks from his
Breeches: And while he looked, with

-wonder” what was become of .it , the ‘Tor-

mented Girl, Vomited it up out of her

_Mouth: Any that doubteth of this Story,
“may be fatisfied of Mr.-Pacy, and both his

Sifters yet living , ‘and may know all the
lj:::lencés and Circumpftances which I -pals

G CHAP.




82  Un Hiftovical Difeturfe of
o cHAR IV D
TInftances ﬁmt me-from the Duke of
Lauderdale: (.More . in . qgther
* Letters of- big' 1 gave away, and
. fome Books of Forreign Yimdlers

he fent me.

SIR,

IT is fad that the Sadducean, or rather A+ '

theiftical denying of Spirits, or their
Apparitions hould fo far prevail; and fad-
der, that the clear Teftimonies of {o many
Ancient and Modern Authors fhould not
convince them. . But why fhould 1 wonder,
if thofe who believe not Mofes and the
Prophets, will not_ believe though one
{hould rife from the Dead? One great caufe
of the hardening of thofe Infidels, is, the fre-
quent Impoftures which the Romanifts ob-
trude on the VVorld in their Exorcifmsand
pretended Miracles. Another-is_the too

great Credulity of fome who make every
thing V Vitchcrafe which they do notunder-
And a third may be the Ignorance

ftand :
of fome Judges and Juries, who condemn

Silly Melancholy People upon their own

Confeffion, and perhaps, {lender P{goﬁz |

one

a
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None of thefe three can be deny’d, but it
is imipertinent arguing to conclude, that be-
caufe there have been Cheats in the World,
becaule there are - fome too credulous,. and
fome have been put to. Death for Witches,
and 'were not, therefore all Men are de-
ceived. There is {0 much written, both
av homeandabroad, fo convincingly, and by,
fo'unqueftionable Authors, that I have not
the Vanity to add any thing, efpecially to
yout But becaufe you have defired me to
tell you the Story- of the Nuns at Zowdur
and {fome others, [ {hall firft tell you of a
real Pofleffion near the place I was born in;
next-of difquietings by- Spirits (both which
I had from unqueftionable Teftimonies) and
then I fhall tell you what 1 faw at Loudun,
concetning that which I-do' not doubt to
Gall:-a’ Pretended Poffeffion, fure I am a
Cheat.. - ‘About 30. Years-ago, when.I was
a Boy at School, there was a poor Woman
generally bélieved to be. really poflefied.
She lived near :the Town of Duns in the
Mors; . and:Mr. Fobn Weems then Minifter of
Duns .(a Man-known by his Works to be a
Learned: Man, and I knew him to be a
Godly Hoeneft Man) was perfwaded fhe was
poflefleds I have heard :him many times
ﬁ»eak-thh my Father about it. and:both of
iem: concluded it a real Pofleffion. . Mr.
Weems.vifited her often, and being convinc’d
of the mith of the ching, he, with fome
G2 Neigh:
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Neighbour Minifters, applied themfelves to
the King’s Privy Council for a Warrant to
keep Days of Humiliation for her. But the
Bithops being then in Power (would not al-
low any Faftsto be kept. I will not trouble
ou with many Circumftances,one I fhall on-
i’y tell you, which I think will evince 2 real
Pofleflion. The Report being {pread in the
Countrey, a Knight of the WName of Forbes,
wholived in the North of Scotland, being
come to Edenborongh, meeting there witha
Minifter of the Norzh, and both of them de-
firous to fee the Woman,the Northern Mini-
fter invited the Knight to my Father’s Houfe
(which was within Ten or Twelve Miles of
the VVoman) whither they came, and next
Morning went to fee the VVoman. They
found her a poor Ignorant Creature, and
feeing nothing extraordinary, the Minifter
fays in Latin to the Knight, Nondum audi-
vimwus Spiritum loguentem 5 prefently a Voice
comes out of the VVomans Mouth, .Andss
loguentem, audss loguentem : This put the Mi-
niter into fome amazement (which I think
made him not mind his own Latin) he took
off his Hat, and faid, 4ifereatur Deus pec-
caroris : the Voice prefently out of the
VVomans Mouth {aid, Dic peccatricss, dic pec-
catricis ; whereupon both of them came out
of the Houfe fully facisfied , took Horfe
immediately and returned to my Facher’s
Houfe at Thirleffane Caftle -in. ,Lnndcridlale,
. where
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where they related this paffaige. This Ido
exaQly remember. Many more Particulars
might be got in that Countrey, but this
Latin Criticifm in 2 moft Illicerate Igno-
rant Woman, where: there was no Ere-
tf:"cﬁ to difpofleffing, is Evidence enough, I
t ln . -

Within thefe 30 or 40 Years there was
an unqueftionable Poffeffion in the United
Provinces, a Wench that fpoke all Lan-
guages, of which I have heard many Parti-
culars when I lived in the Low-Countries,
but thatbeing Forreign I will not infift on it.

As to Houfes difquieted with Noifes, I
fhall tell Xou one that happened fince I was
a Married-Man, and hint at more, which
if you pleafe, I can get you authentically at-
tefted. .

Within four Miles of Edenborough, there
lived an Aged Godly Minifter, one that
was efteemed a Puritan; his Son now
Minifter of the fame place, and then or-
dained his Affiftant. Their Houfe was ex-
traordinarily troubled with noifes, which
they, and their Family, and many Neigh-
bours (who for divers Weeks ufed to go
watch with them) did ordinarily hear. Tt
troubled them moft on the Satarday Night,
and the Night before their weekly LeGure-
day. Sometimes they would hear all the
Locks of the Houfe, on Doors and Chefts
to fly open; yea, theér Cloaths which were

3 at




68 "An Hiftovical Difcourfe of

at Night lock’d up into Trunks and Chefls,
they - found in the Morning all hanging a-
Bout the Walls. Once they found their
beft Linnen taken out, the Table covered
with it, Napkins, as.if ‘they had been ufed,
yea and Liquor in their Cups,as if Company
had been there at Meat. The rumbling
was extraordinary : The good old Man com-
monly-called his Family to Prayer whenit
was moft troublefome ; and immediately it
was converted into gentle knocking, like
the modeft knock of a Finger : But as{oon
as Prayer was done, they fhould hear ex-
ceffive knocking, as if a Beam had been

heaved by firength of many Men againft the

Tloor. Never was there Voice nor ApFa-
rition , but one thing was remarkable:
(You muft know, thatitis ordinary in Scot-
land to have a half Cannon Bullet in the
Chimney-corner, on which they break their
great Coals.) A merry Maid in the Houfe,
being accuftomed to the Rumblings, and fo
her Fear gone, told her fellow Maid-Ser-
vant, That if the Devil troubled them that
Night, fhe would brain him ; fo fhe took
the Half-Cannon Bullet into Bed: The
Noife did not fail to awake_her, nor did
fiie fail in her defign, but took up the great
Pullet, and with a threatning, threw it as
{he thought,on the Floor,but the Bullet was
never more {een; the Minifter turned her a-
way for meddling and talking"toit. All thefe

: Particulars
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‘Pagticulars I have had from the Mouth of

the ‘Minifter now living, he is an Honeft
Man , of good Natural Parts , wellbred
both in Learning and by Travel into For-
reign Parts in his Yoath. * I wasnot in the
Countrey my felf during the time, but I
have it from many other Witnefles, and my
Father’s Steward lived. then in a Houfe of
mine within a Mile of the place, and fent
his Servants conftantly thither ; his Son now
ferves me, who knowsit.

I .could tell you an ancienter Story before
my time, in the Houf€ of one Burzet, in the
North of Scotland , where ftrange things
were feen, which I can get fufficiently at-
tefted. Alfo in the Sowthweft Border of
Scotland, in .Annandale there is a Houfe cal-
led Powdine, belonging to a Genileman cal-
led Fobnfton, that Houfe hath been haunted
thefe 50 .or 60 Years. At my coming to
Worceffer 1651 1 {poke with the Gentletnaa
(being my felf quartered within cwo Miles
of the Houfe) he told me many extraordina-
ry Relations: confifting in his own Kuow-
ledge: And I carried him o my M:iter,
to whom he made the fame Relations:
Noifes and Apparitions, Diuinsand Vroiz-
pets heard before the laft War; yea, he
faid; _fome Englifh Soldiers quartering in his
Houfe, were foundly beaten by that the
irrefiftible Inhabitant: ( This laft  wonder'c
at, for I racher expected he fhould hive

e G4 bees
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been a Remonftrator, and oppofed the Re.’

fiftance: ) And within this Fortnight M.
Fames Sharp was with me (him: you know,
and he is now at-London) he tells me,. that
Spirit now fpeaks, and apKears frequeptly
in the fhape of a Naked Arm ; But other
Difcourfe took me off from further inqui-
ry. Thefe things I tell you in obedience to
your defire, but as I faid before, I defire
them not to be Printed. Atheifts .are not
to be convinced by Stories: Their own
Sences * will no more convert them than
fence will convert a Papift from Tranfub-
fantiation; and Scottifh Stories would make
the difaffeGted jeer Scorland, which is the
obje¢t of Scorn enough already-

When I was in Dorfetflire Prifoner, one
Mr. Fo. Hodder, Minifter of Hauke-Church
in that County, told me of ftrange Appari-
tions, and unqueftionable Evidences of the
actipgs of Spirits ina Houfe, yea, a Religi-
ous Houfe of that Country, of which he was
“himfelf an Ear and Eye Witnefs, ,

In Dorchefter alfo, the Son of Reverend
Mr. Fo. Whire (who was Affeflor to the Al
fembly at Weftminfter) told me many Parti-
culars of that Houfe in Lamberh where his
Father lived in the time of the Aflembly,

which then was unqueftionably haunted .

with Spirits. T do well remember, I dinéd
with old Mr. Whire then one day, and at
Dinner he told us much of it, and thatthat
T Morning
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Morning the Spirit called up the Maid to 12
the Beefto the Fire.Of the twolaft you mag
be fatisfied when you pleafe and at this pre-
fent, I am told, there is a Houfe at Folje-
Fobn-Park not three miles from the place
haunted with Spirits.

But I muft leave room for my Zoudur
Nuns, and not write a2 Book s In the Year
1637, being at Paris in the Spring, the City
was fo full of the pofleflion of a whole
Cloyfter of Nuns, and fome Laick Wenches
at Loudun, Books Printed, and firange Sto-
riestold, that few doubted it 5 and I, whe
was perfwaded fuch a thing might be, and
that it was not impoffible the Devil could
poflels a2 Nun as well as another, doubted
1t as lietle'as any body. So coming into that

Country, I went a days Journey out of my

way to fatisfie my Curiofity. Into the -
Chappel I came in the Morning of a Holy
Day, and with as little prejudice as any
could ‘have, for I believed verily to have

feen fome flrange fights 5 but when I had

feen Exorcifing enough of three or four o
them in the éhappe%, and could hear no-f
thing but wanton Wenches finging baudy
Songs in French, 1 begun to fufpeét a Fourbe,
and in great Gravity went to a Jefuite, and
told him, I had come a great way ‘in hope
to fee fome firange thing, and was forry to
be difappointed. He commended my Ho-

' ,ly Curiofity, and after he had thought a

while,
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while, he defired me to go- to the.Catftle,
and from - thence, at fuch an Hour, to the
- Parith C hurch, and I'fhould be fatisfied. I
wonder'd at his Correfpondence, yet grave-
Iy went, where he direCted me.. In .the
Caflle I faw little, but in the Parifh Church
I.faw. a greac many people gazing, and a
Wenchi- pretty well taught to play Tricks,
yet nothing fo much as I have feen twenty
Jumblers and Rope-dancers do.” Back:I
came to the Nuns Chappel, where I- faw
the Fefwirs ftill hard:ac work at feveral Al-
tars, and one poor’-Capuchin, who: was an
Objeét of Pity, for he was poffefled in-
deed with a Melancholy Fancy, that De-
. vils-were running about his Head, . and.con-
flantly was applying Relicks. I faw the
Mother Superior exorcifed, and faw-. that
Hand on which they would have made us
believe , The names 1. H. S.- M ARk A,
¥.0S E P H, were written by Miracles:
(but it was apparent.to me it :was:done
with .Agua Fortis) then my Patience was
quite fpent, and I wentto a Fefwir and told
him my Mind freely. - He ftill maintained
a real Pofleflion, and I defired for - a tryal
to fpeak a ftrange Language: He asked
what Language ? 1 told him I -would not
tell; but neither he nor all thofe Devils
fhould underftand me. He.askedifI would
be converted upon the Tryal, (for I had
difcovered I was no Papift) I told him that

o was
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was not the:Queftion, nor could all the De-
vils in Hell pervert mes but the Queftion
was, If that was a real Pofleflion, and: if
any could -underftand me:I fhall .confefs it
under my Hand:: His anfwer was, Thefe
Devils: have :not travélled 5 and this T ret
;In‘lyed to with 2 loud Laughter, Nor could

get.any more Satisfaction. Only in the
Town I heard enough:that it was a2 Cheat
invented.to burn a:Curate (his name; asI
take it, was Cupif) and'the Man had been
really burnt to Afhes, as a Witch, butthe
People faid it was for his Converfion from
them. At my coming to Saumur next day
mfy Country-man , Dr. Duncan, Principai
of the Colledge at Sawmur, told me hqw
he had ‘made a clearer Difcovery of the
Cheat in prefence of the Bifhop of Poitiers
and of all the Country, how he had held
faft one of the pretended poflefled Nuns
Arms in fpite of all the Power of their
Exorcifms, and challenged all the Devils in
Hell to take it out of his Hand. This, with
many more Circumftances, he told me, and
he printed them to the World 5 but this is
already too tedious. One more Journey I
made to fee Poflefled Women exor-
cifed near Antwerp, «nno 1649. but faw
only fome great Holland Wenches hear Ex-
orcifm patiently , and belch moft abomi-
nably. So if thofe were Devils, they were
‘windy Devils; but I thought they wexl'e.
only
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only poffefled with a Mornings Draught of
too new Beer. Some of the Loudun Nuns
after great Refiftance and Squeeking, di

on great importunity adore their Hoft, and

the Fefuices did defire us to fee the power of

Church, where, all'l wonderedat, was his
Blafphemy, in faying to the pretended Devil,
Proftratum adorabis creatorem tunm quem digitis
tenco.. But my Paper, as well as my Di-
{cretion calls for an End.  Your Defire and
my Obedience is all I can plead for your
receiving {o long a Rabble from,

~ Sir,

Your most fai:bful Friend

and Servant,

’ i d » , . .
Wi Gafiley Lauderdaile.

e B
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CHAPD. V.
.Mor_g'_ E;ca{nple;..: |

I Lexander Benedictus., - lib, 7. PraRt.

‘cap. 25. recited ‘by Skenkins; - Lib, 7.
O¥f. 33. faith, thac he faw two Women,
Neighbours - and- Companions, bewitched,
that were both ‘taken with \}omnting the
fame Day : One vomited a Head-Bodkin;
crooked like a Hook, and a deal of Wo-
man’s Hair, and Parings of Nails, and died
the nexe Night. The other vomited much
Woman’s Hair, and pieces of Nitre, and
three Lumps of Dog’s Hair dried, the quan:

tity of a Dog’s Tail.

I1. Benivenius, cap. 8. faith, he faw and:
had in Cure a Woman tormented with a
fwolen Belly, tofled up and down, who he
thought had been hyfterical. But at laft
fhe vomited long, crooked Nails, and brafs
Needles, and Wax, and Lumps of Hair,

~ and bigFer Lumps of Meat than any one

can {wallow ; and fhe doted, and prophe-
({)edx and did other things above narural
ower.

- 1L Langius, Lib.1. Epift. 38. nameth V-
ricus. Newfeffor, a Husbandman, who was
L tor-
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tormented in one of his Sides, and at laft
felt a Nail of, Iron under the. whole_Skin,
which the Chiturgeon eut out,. but his Pain
ftill increafed, fo that in Impatience he cut
his ‘Throat ; afid:died. He': nameth the
Perfons who were prefent when he was
opened, and. they found in his Stomach a
long, round piece of Wood, and four Knives
of:Steel; partly:-fharp, and-partly: toothed
like Saws, and -two. {harp pieces.of Iron,
every one aboved Span.long, and a-Ball of
Hair. A O S A
. IV. Cornelius Gemmd; of Lovain, De Naa
iy, Charalt. Div, lib. 2. cap. 4: Fath.a long
and marvellous Story of a Girl of: Fifteed
Years old, called Catherine Gualter; fufpect-
ed tobe bewitcheds who fellill, Fan. 1571.
and after divers Months Pain, and Fevers
and Convulfions like the Hyfterical, and
three. or. four Men could hardly held: her.
He and Bernard a-Phyfician were fent: for in
<Auguft : She avoided a living Eel by Stool
it lay. as dead in the Excrements at firft,
buté)ut into Water, revived: When it was
dead, and laid upto’keep, it vanithed'away.
Then the Maid began to vomit watery Hu-
mour, (which he faw,) like Urine: For
fourteen Days fhe vomited the quantity of
four and twenty Pound in a Days which
he faw himfelf, and handled 5 and yet {he

had never the le6s paflage of Uyine, and ghg
: a

- ip.various fhapes and figures.)
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had,no Swelling, and drunk fcarce one Cap
of Beer or Wine. -Afterward fhe vomited
abundance of Hair,: fome longer, and fome
thort;; like Dog’s Hair;: and, this with, great
difficulty.and pain. . Strong Jactations, Con-
valfions, .and beating her {elf continued dai-
1y many-Hourss fomerimes laughing, fome-
times::weeping, as Hytterical: Then ‘the
vomited great flocks of Hair, . with filthy
Matter, fuch.as is in Ullcers, . and. fome-
times like  the Dung of-Doves and Geefe,
And in.them pieces of Wood, and thofe like
new Chips lately cut off an old Tree, and
abundance of Skins like Parchment-Sha-
vings . And afterwards ,- two_or.. three
Ponnds: a Day; like: Ink.and Coals toge-
ther, .with long, white,-hard Hair mix’d,
for.-a Weegk together: -Afterwards fhort
black and-red Hair, and a viraient Humour
like Dirt. - 1o September the vomited Mem-
brancs,. like pieces of her Stomach, of a
flefhy:thick Coat, withthemarks of Veins,
afterwards thin black ones ; and after thar,
various Membranes of two hands breadth,
like a Viper’s Slough, (in the defcription of
which, he is too large for me to repeat, as
After this,
fhe vomited innumerable Stones, fome like
Walnuts, like pieces broken out of old
Walls, with fome of the Lime on them:
In his, prefence (he vomited one as big as
two Chefnuts , which fir@ ftuck in her

Throat,
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Throat, and fwell’d a quarter of an Hour,
':fobtli)ﬁ ’he feemed dead; withouc Breath
and Pulfe ; -and after that, a piece of W
of the lengeh and thicknefs of his . Finger,
and Hair ; after that fhe vomited a triangu-
lar Bone, whole without, and hollow with-
4ns and after that, many Joint-Bones ; and
1ait of all, Hair, with pieces of Glas an
PBrafs: Recited by Mar. Don. Hift. Mir.
Lib. 2. Cap. 1. and Skenkius, Lib. 7. Ob/- 48.
That fhe was cured by the Priefts Means,
doth not render the Story incredible, though
there be many Deceits. v

" More fuch you may read in Skexkins, and
ofhtdwo Whely vomited up, ibid.- 0bf 42,
41,49,43. And Sidelius by Scholtzins {ent
him the Narrativeof a Girl of Eleven Years
old, that vomited Chefnuts, lomps of Hair,
and of raw Flefh, and a Hen’s Bone of the
Leg, after long, terrible Fits 3 between
which, fhe played, and was well: And by
publici: and private Prayer was cured.

V1. Wolphins wrote to Skenkius, that near
Zurick_the Ii)evil vexed a melancholy Wo-
man, and follicited her to drown her felf :
She went and fate long on the Flood-gate
ofa Pond ; at laft, by his importunity, fhe

vielded, faying, [If # mnft be fo, on God's

Name let it be fo,) and caft her felf into the

-three Hours on her
Wacgr, where fhe lay Back,
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Back, and could not fink s and being found,
and broughc home, her Body was as light as
Straw, and fhe recovered her Health.

VILI. Sebaftian Brand F.C.wrote to Skenkiss,
the Narrative of one, that after horrid Tor-
ments, vomited in one Year four hundred
Earthen Chamber-pots full of Blood, be-
{ides what went by Stool, and fifty times
let blood that Years {o that fhe loft athou-
fand Pounds.of Blood, as this Man (a'Coun-
cillor of State) profeffed he knew by true

"Report, and his own Eye-fight. And the

Blood burft through the Skin, and with ic
the vomited a thoufand and two hundred
‘Worms, fome as long as ones Finger, and
Tome longer.

I have elfewhere cited out of Fernclius,
the Narrative of fuch as had the like {ym-
ptoms as fome of thefe, and fpoke Latin,
»lGreek and Hebrew , which they never
earnt.

VIIL. Honeft Fabritins Hildanus, . 2. Obf.
4§. p.202. tellsus of a young Man that none
of the Phyficians could cure, or find out his
Difeafe and his Parents going to a Conjurer,
he gave hima Vomit, which brought up Pins,
Nails, Points of Knives, and many other pie-
ces of Iron, which Hildanus himfelf faw with
Admiration,and the young Man prefently re-
covered : (In pago qaodmi‘z{rope Urbem Metim.)
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98 .-
1X. Falix_Platerss, a0 excellent pious
Proteftant Doctor at Bafil, in his Ob(%rva—
_gions, Jib. 1. p. 20¢ faith, [ 4 certain Exorcift
Prieft,1560.g0t wealth by exorcifing,by cos-
juring the P¢ effedy in a City of Helvetia ; -
o0 whofe Floufe, coming on fome Bufinefs, 1 was
defired by a Parents that was his Country-man,
to turn bim from this ungodly prattice.: d e-
_yen then one was brought in, a robu Man,
with torn Hof€, who they faid was poffeflec
of a Devil, an carried on their Shoulderss
they caft him down on the Pavement of the
_Chamber, who “proftrate on the Ground,
his Feet drawn together, his Hands con-
torted, and, which is ftrange,. his Neck

curned about, fo that his Face look’d to his

back, he lay dumb and deaf like a Block.
They told me that he haa remained in this
ofture and form, without Meat, Drink, or
any Excretion many Days. 1being firuck
with this terribly , went my ways. but
this fame Exorcift (Prieft) that fame Year
was brought to me, to Bafil, to be cured,
having a pain in his Hip , thathe could not
walk, an

many thip

he by his,Exorcifmfs,

! @ out of one poflelt , the
Devil then, as,
man,

he had done oft betore , |
threatned him 1n thefe words, in the Ger- |
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wian ‘Tongue [ P/aff ish will dir. 5 b

ﬁfféeen fia{f dn mwhalj&: ::’ri:l‘ l;f,;?é:{rf”dt box
Chitr,l theaft him - {o ‘violently ’M’p’*-t[‘]‘ the
ol Cpe‘y}? that his Hip hurt';'h'athii'o’.'the"
3{? afé‘CVCl' ﬁI,ICQ- ’t ”_l:.vf.‘en““mj
dibféwlggl?' be tedious to cite Leittied C e
i hylicians, that have written wih
Biftenas s, ‘;fig;‘t‘aﬁ;lgcal effectsion their
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hich ;{ @9??9;_;Hemp,'bf-'[.10rfe h to-
couldndt: 1‘;”‘?’?_’.’.‘ 'fe¢ing, and'thac 'the.' bax.r :
Cbnfeﬁé:i' be untyed., but muft be"cue . a[llld
tural Po _'lt “VJhS bYah’ inviﬁbleor ﬁ]“e’ e
likelier wer.‘Onecan fcarcenamea MP rna-
ikelier to be decejved; thar Hollerimge

" XT“The Hiftories ‘that Per. Forej?

XL The Hiftories ‘that Pet, Foreftus giv-
fetclil éxs ’h;f' his: own'Patients a;gﬁl’(“ngw-
jedge , tovxng.mqntxoned elfewhere, I he X
forbear (o frecxte,- -and many others I;Ien o

econd part of my Saints Reﬁuo-'

XIIL. Scribonins a L
purg Do@or of Phy carned Pious Mar-
. Phy{ilck, faith in Phyfol.

2 Sagarim,
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¢, Ong of the Witches.
iﬁfﬁm’ £E;§Lutqf confe ed, thal: fhe {qadﬁ g&:c}]?r (f}ozxpr f,l,],;' T(I:w.;'] of}; H"g‘f” fedin the
’ Wil 1€, /i
Lame el o el Ao 2 ot Wit by oo ot s Kinde

ﬁ?éxp :ux‘a,&:h %ﬁ‘ﬁ’%&”f l{/llgl‘xpw{:;un t%g‘ ; ‘ ggf}ly iu”s'"%rf?“\';’v"'? lzﬁmds confefled, that
kbued she Conﬁx ls firft Wife, by put— i other Witches in ltflfle %nt‘;agf t;g:t[:fb‘t’:;‘;l:

the Door, on. ,
migdll avfonons things. under Daor, d he learned the Artof killing Men by Poy-

r o fall Sicls,the nexs day, and dyg
W ‘R agd (‘{mh“g},‘,bof,, an Exam- . fon d['\nd that after being Angry with his
ple which faw my felf, and obferved. econd Wife, for . the Sulpition of Adulte-
For we muft beh Ve, than which. Experi- :Iy ({ﬂ her Child-Bed, he had given her
ence. by, Exs “’eg 55, In.this 9 hw f? é’oyfons. And that by the help of
fent year Is'g‘s in. uh \xmmer a' Witch Po fl‘ Wife , he had given one Rherobls
was apprehended at , who is.in. 2 Poyfon, which killed hin in eight days;
Town o the Ilnﬂmus Prchﬁ Barbaray Fav}n fallen out with him in his Drinking
cQuntefs of Waldeci ¢. L0 3 Servapt, Pl'O f{c s. And another he killed wiih a
aid to ong of bher 13 Cg bows, far wh m Aogdog drawn from three named Animals:
fhe was. to pr pa:q oat. (ar Gown,). fand e ‘freely confeffed, that toanother ,
one of the oubl Towed a cemm ! ed aid the faid Poyfon under the Door ,
hic u;auf 3s féox) as (he Pt 1LOR,, f" } a§ he wentout over them , :he prefent-
er Loins, which-the extremities of y gd a pain in his right Arm , and after
theCoat ;ouchgd the was prefently the fame ;‘v‘ the re(t of his Body, with which, he
hour greatly treui)e d,. and ﬂ%u htway tor—* m‘l’fi gg‘c"O“ﬂY Tortured. And he after
B ted grievoutly in all . told them , that once his Hat falling,and -
few days after, fhe Vomued Bones lxke the . Kl inthe Water, being angry with God
great eethof a Horfe, and finall Cockile- D mighty , and Renouncing_him ( like our
fhells.I faw all theB Ines,l faw a Oﬁlfbﬂ’fn’ w,“’”’;’;‘;’ifc ‘;fﬁg d) l}ﬁ gave l;]lmlelf to the De-
nife 1 cut them, a rake 0 him, to come
and with oy 16 made believe, Inm and faid, I'll be thine, and commt.‘:

hat I thall never, be ma
tg::n r’t{xplst was any Deception of the fight. my ffe]f tothee: Conie to me Satan, who
Another Teftimony T will add, which- by ' prefently came. He was burnt, Nwembcr

a2 Credible Man, was, fem me, Anna !573. + the 2oth.

H 3 X
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ST e
" XTI The Consubiews of the Devils with
“"ﬁlhes ( Males and Females) hath fo full
Teftimonies, as isnot tobe denied. St. Ag:
frin faith, De CivissiDet; i, 15: cap. 23+ &
Syp.Gen. lib.X- 4,37 “Ig:is. 2 moft common
Repott; and: many: Mhochredlt is not to
be doubted of. fay and:confirm, that by theu‘_r__
own, or other fuch; they: have hedrd ity tt}alt:.
Sylvani - and F auni. have: been naught wit l:
Women. And that .many_Devils ‘whicl
the French call Ducity-do>daily iattempt this
Uncleantefs, and effe&t: it, 1s reported by
(o''many; that ’tis- Impudence to d%m% md"
Yea, fome Women, counted honeft, 1e end
the pradtice. Near Witcberg, 2 Merchant’s
Wife, that pas'd for an honeft \Nog}an3
was uled to admit one peculiar Concubine:
And.onces her Husband being from l}om%,
her' Lover came_ to herin the Night;; airt\‘
having plealed his Luft; in-the Morning.he
avofe, and fate on'the..top of the Dlo,or, hx.n‘
the hape of 2 I\/Izug,pyef,;and'~ faid tohleg this
Tarewell ; Hitherto this bath been tny ,1;0;(;_
yigirt, -and. vanifhed with. the Words.] Sei-
IMI. ?é:fhgf think chat this.was 2 Man-W 1tch,'
t“v]‘%?'liel?setg;ly of . -Magdalena Crucia: (,cu’ed’
lfewhere byme; ‘and by Dr. H. A(/'o'rcl)&“ as;
Gith Bodin, famous through the Wdorto’fa%:
zg,c&,py many s who'ngpg fulpetted, ave

B,
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het Life, went to the Pope himfelf (Pax!111.)
asa Penitent, and confefléd her Sin, that at
Twelve Years old the Devil follicited her,
and lay with her, and that he had layen with
her thirty Years; yet fhe was made the Ab-
bef of a Monaftery, and counted a Saint.
And fhe confefled that the Devil, among
all the People, brought Chrift's Body (the
Wafer) to her Mouth, none feeing what
carried it ; whereby (he was taken for a .
Saint, as done by fome good Spirit.

And faith Scribonins, St. Bernard’s Hifto-
ry teftifiech, chat there was a Witch, with
whom the Devil oft was naught, and her
Husband never perceived it ,

And, faith he, many Witches in thefe
?ountries have of late Years confeffed the

ame. .

And, ibid, Bodin faith of Men, [Obe Be-
net, a Witch at Berne, a Prieft of Eighty
Years old, faid, that for Forty Years he -
had been unclean with the Devil in the
fhape of a Woman, atid'“that unfeen fhe
was his Companion, and named her Fer-
mione 3. and fo he was burnt. '

And another Prieft of Seventy Years old
confefled, that he had ufed Venery with
the Devil in the (hape of a Woman Fifty
Years, and fo he was burnt. _

And,’ Anno 1573 Novemb. 14. in our
Neighbourhiood, the Dutchy of Branfwick,
Stephen Ralen (before-mentioned) confefleds

H 4 that
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that he had for Seven Years been tinclean
with the Devil, whom he took fot his Mifs,
ramed Ro\ljt'mchﬁ. , .

XIV. Abundance of credible Hiftories
tell us of Men and Women ftruck and hurt
by the Devil, faith Scribonins, pag. 82, 83.
I will add one Example : At AMarpurg,
(where he dwelt,) Amno 1678. a young Ru-
ftick that had a Devil, was by the Council
of Divines brought into the Temple at the
time of publick Prayers, that they might
try whether they could caft out the Devil.
And when Prayers were ended, and he was
brought again into the Hofpital, (cheir Bed-
lam,) a certain Citizen, well ktiown to me,
ffanding alone by his own Chimney-fire,
aud feeing the Demoniack Man pafs by in
the Streer, bv the noif¢ of the Lompany,
he earreftly prayed to God for him : Inthe
very Moment of his praying, by fome invifi-
ble Genius, he had fuddenly fuch a Stroke on
his Neck, as caft liint downon his Face, on
the Ground ; I think, becaufe that malignant
Spiric would not that Men {hould pray for
bhim that be had poffes’'d. He profefs’d chat
he did fenfibly perceive fomething like the
Hand of a ftrong Man ftrike him, his ‘Face
being toward the Fire. 'I'he Man revealed
it to me the fame Day, but fecretly, left it
(hould caft his Wife or Children intoa
Fright.] Scriboninsy ibid, pag. 83. XV

B
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XV. The raifing of Storms by Witches
is actefted by fo many,: that I thizk it needi
lefs to recite them. Paracelfin faith, ‘Thdt
Devils can co it by meer Natural Caofes ;
and faith, that if much Aluminons Matter
and Salt Perer (not throughly prepared) be
mixt, they will fend “ﬁa Cloud of Smoak,
even to' the middle Region of the Air,
which will come down as Rain in Drops.

XVL Erafmus and others tell us of a
Witch at a Town near them, (or rather,
as Devil, that appeared and threatned to
burn their Houfes, and on the top of a
Chimney, holding a Pot of Afhes, fcatte-
ved them abroad, and prefently the Town
was burnt. '

KVIIL The felling of Winds in the
Northern Seas towards Lapland and Ifeland,
is_fo commonly afferted by Mariners anc
Hiftorians, that 1 fhall omit particular In-
ftances; Olaus Magnus, and others, will tell
the Reader of that, and more, in thofe cold
parts. :

: XYIII..What fhall we fay to the maay
certain Hiftories of the fre(h bleeding of
Murdered Bodies. when the Murderer is
brought to it, or at leaft, when he toucheth
it whether it be by the Soul of the Dead,

or
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ot by a good Spirit that hateth Murther, of
by the Devil ap%ointed‘ for Revenge 5 it
feems plainly to b
Operation. I have heard perfons fo Credi-
ble give Inftances of it,. feen by themfelves,
that (though it be not a conftant Event)- it
i's.fufely Credible, . 4
‘The aforelaid Scribonins ubi fupra, p. 123.
&, faith, CThis is done o manifeftly,.and
in fo_many places, that to deny it is but o-
pen Lies.] And he anfwers them that re-
fer it to other Caufes only ; and faith, [ I'll
teftific what I have feen, when Fames ab A-
quaria, Patricins of Arles was dead ;5 Va-
leriola , a Phyfician of great Experience
citing. fome Verfes of Lucretins , of mad
Love faith, In this Verfe Lucretins thinks
that the Blood of 2 Man affeted and wound-
ed by a Beam from the Eyes, doth pafs into
wounded, as the Blood of one flaii by a
a Man’s Sword, falleth into him that falleth.
But faith Scribonius, 1 had rather Valeriola
I(l)ard Gfaig, It is done by the Secret Judgment
od. ‘

" XIX. Scribonins,p 126, Tor the ftrangenefs
of thething (faith he) I will bring but one
Example: In the County of Lippia at Tftcnia,
a.Woman that had killed her Child, caft ic
into the next River Secretly ; the Child after
3 weeks was found there by 2 Maids, and
by-the Command of the Magiftrates it was

S put

g by an invifible Spirit’s
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into the Lap or Bofom of the Mother,
gggng in Prifon,pto try whether the Carkafs
would fweat Blood: Hereupon the dead
Infant prefently opened the left Eye, and
weeping much, look’d on the Mother; and. .
that Eye being fhut, Blood flowed out of it:
This Example .is certaml{ a ftupendous
fign of God’s Judgment : It was feen of ve-
ry many moft Grave Men, and is not doubt-
ed of by the Inhabitants of that place.

XX. A Godly Minifter, Mr. Farnworth,
that came hither from New England (being
2 Nonconformift, and extream poor, dyed, .
as a)l about him faid, of meer Poverty, for
want of warm Cloaths, Fire and Foog,
when the A& of Uniformity had begger'd
many into extream neceffity) he teftify’d,
that in America, hearing of a Sacrifice to
the Devil that the Savages ufed to keep,.
by offering a2 Man to him, he went to fee.
them perform it; and he found a great
number abouta dry Pit, and they brought
an old Man bound, and by many vgly Cere-
monies devoted him: And he faw the Man
carried up into the Air, and quickly thrown'
down again dead among them.

XXIL. Ludov. Vives de Verit. fidei, lib- 1.
faith , That .in America, it is a2 common
thing to fee Spirits appear to Men 1n various
Shapes day and night. = So




An Eiporical Difeostfe of
So Olaus Mugnns faith Of the Jelanders.

KKIL T know
better de Angelis

none that hath written
Potentia Demo-
m., 3. c. 4 de Pot,
hat an> fhould
ch Spirits as are cal-
cife Familiarity
ut hurting them, cotne
em, as playing with
(faith he) bring many Ex-
that have had
them on therifelves : But
that there are fuch Spi-
4 that when God permits
ufé their Power on us,
Read him there further.

cired the noft

' h, [ He wonders t
deny, that there are fu
led Hags or Baitles,
with Men,
o them, and tt

perfons yet living,
Egperience of
hetice it appeare

thern, they

1 have elfewhere
le Melanchthon,
d thdt mdny
had feen an
that the Devil appeared
likenefs of her

erfotis of his Ac-
talk’d with theth s

Aatc in the
with a Francifcan Frya
muft hire forme Mafles

dead Husband,
d told her, fhe
to be faid for hif 3
Hand , faying, he
¢ it fo burnt her
d black ever after.

bdiris revum Canfis, 1ib. 2.
he faw himfelf,

XXIV. Dr.

would not hurt hers
Hand, that it remai

See Fernelius de
¢ 16. of many things that
that are convincing,
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XXIV. Dr. Hepricus ab Heer, Obferv. vifi.
Alitele Girl in the ninth yeay of har Age,
for Beauty, Education 0‘5‘ Birth inferior
to nong where ' {he fived , having innocent-
ly puc into her Mouth a Sorrel Leaf, which
was given her by a Witch that begged at

the Door, to whom fhe_had firft givena
piece of Bread, and then fome Bcer,_git wis
fcarce_fwallowed by her , when fhe began
to'be Tortured in_her Bowels, ta Tremble
all over , and then to be convalft, and in
fine, to (woon away , an fall as one dead.
The Doctor and Docefs being called ¢ for
at Usrecht, where this thing happen'd in
May, 1625. it is Cuftomary for both Sexes
to practif€ Phyfick) though. they for many
days. Experimented. th; Xemedies ufhal in
this cafe , the Child found noRelief , bug
was ftill Afflicted with very frequent” and
moft terrible Far.oxyfms_. \‘;Vbereupé)n, as
the Cuftom of the Country is," they Con-
fulc the Exorcifts. The Prieft appointed
for that work, a Capuchin had fcarce laid
his. hand on_the Ritwal, w-[:%}\',the Child
was Trapsformed by the Demdn into fuch
Shapes, as a Man that hath not beheld it
with_his Eyes , will hardly be brought to
imagine. It began firft to rowl it felf a-
bour, and next.to Vomit Horfe-dung, Nee-
dles., Pins, Hairs, Feathers, Bottams of
Thread, Pieces, of glas Windows, Nails
- drawa,
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drawn out of Cart or Coach, Wheels, an
Tron Knife above aSpan long, Egg and
Fifh Shells. In the mean while, her Parents
and thofe’of the Neighbotirhood , obferve
that whenéver the Witch cdme near ‘the
Houfe , or {o much as tuined her Eye to-
wards it , even at the Diftance of two hun-
dred paces’, the poor: Child was in much
greater Torment than "before, infomuch,
that fhe could by no means be ealed of her
Fit, or fhew one fign-of Life, until {the
was at a very great Diftafice ﬁ;gm(her. This
Witch was foon after ap_i;tehgnde_d,and con-
feft both this, and infinite ‘other ‘the like
Feats, for which fhe was Scrangled and
Burnt, Being defired by a Father Jefuit, who
Affifted her in her laft Agony, and at that
Moment, on which ¢
the Executiorier ‘had now fitted the R‘oEe,
to her Neck, that the ‘would "diffolve_the
the Spell , 2ud cafe the. Child ;" fhe faid ,
it was not in hér Powers_ Becaufe the Em-
ber Weeks were pait, fince {he had Be-
withtced he, 3. adding ,that fhould fhe un<
do the VilHnies (he had -perpetrated’, the
Child would not fo quickly recover: For
the two other Witches, whom fhe named,
had alfo given her their Mortal Infections ,
from the Effeéts whereof, {he conld not
without Difficalty, and much time, be de-
fivered. The .Mother then, s in a Defpe-
rate cafe » brought her Daughter to mg a;
: ' ou

epends Eternity, when

 Wyparivions Gid WitcheR:  i1x
iout the middle of Seprember , and T, had
her with me for fome weeks. What Tthen
faw, heard and handled , becaufe’] “know

many Phyfitians , thofe efpecially ‘that are
Averfe to the Roman PerfWaﬁon?will hard-
lé believe it upon my ‘Narrative, ‘o "iidy
od help me , as I fhall'moft truly Relate
what' I faw.* The day after this' Unforea-
fate Child came into my Houfe, T took
care 't0 fend for Mode/tns a Capuchin, who-
ftill lives at Licge :. While he was yét. fifty
paces . from* my Chamber , the’Giil fell
down, as one deprived of Life; I todk her
for Dead’: For {he had not fo much asthe

‘leaft Breath. Her Fingers and Toes, whick
if I hadnot. feen ic“‘t%y felf, I, cgulghxlig:

have believ'd it, were fo Writhen and
Convulft , that the Exterior or third joint

‘fick’ fo hard’ unto the fecond, a thi
‘which is fcar¢e poffible Na'turz’ill'y ,t'ti;‘aigt

they. might feem :to have been faftened ro-

-~ gether - with the ftiffeft Glue. 1end it-
“&d to thruft 2 Golden Bodkin béﬁi)ﬁ?&%ﬁ R

dnd after an_lron Nail, 2 wooden Spindle ,
crc: but all in Vain. ~The Mother fecing
the Childs fall , ‘for fhe would never go one
ftep from her , faid the Capuchines were
coming. She had no fooner f2id-this; but
they knocked at the Door: When they

" were come in, and had lighted the Confe-
- crated Taper , and the Exorcift had put on
“his Habit, as foon as ever-he had read"hghe
B r&
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the Exoxcifm. taken out of
ﬁrg &%ﬁi?ﬂhe Girl' which bitherto bad
g‘iﬁmore immoveable _thag;ny dead ch)rpsci
fell a fhaking all over, he Fingers ‘ain‘
Toes - continuing_as they were, wx;t(xi t{ ﬁtl
Vialence , that the could not be held fti
by fix of us, by no means we conld ufe(i
Iv;J: {elf, who withall.my Strength, effaye
myhdlcfher,ﬂead,' obférved it both by my
fight and feeling, to be Writhen, as by an
ithotonick Convulfion , together Wik
her Neck towards hier Shoulders. Tn ‘the
mean" time , her Belly was raifed upto a
odigious bignefs, and was nearer 1
Throat, than her Thighs, and that fw}x}t
fo great a Noife, and grumbling of her
Bowels, that all prefent could hear it at
above ten paces diftance. ‘The fou.gf} was
theneareft to that which is caufed by T ?1?’9-
eftuous. waves under the. prow of ,ar‘xl,p.
All this while, the Child..Vomited fave-
ral of the above mentioned things. .1.-leg-
ged the Exorcift, out of Compaffion to her,
& i adpg, B p S
the laft Syllable, r
tflt%';:cetie layas quiet as poffible. And.a:f-
s e sd gt the Hople ;20 5y
able Diftance off , 18
éicoggd:‘d Toes , and opened her,Eye& »
-anrf ftraightway ftood up. And Wlﬁ“ he?:
had wept a little, and chxcc}] .heg ; l?otugh
for fending for the Capuchines, tl ah
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The dever faw th’em;'f‘xfgr asfhe f{aid, heard

" them , fhe prefently. bégan to eat, drink,
~and play with her ‘equals, juft as if no-
thing 2il’d her ,, until,’ upoh the Capuchines
returiing to do his Office, fhe was as for-
~metly. I faw her this while caft up Fea-

~ thers,” Bundles of Straw, above the bignefs

of my Thurb , with Pins fuck . acroG
the ‘Straws, Points wove of Tliréad of fe-
veral Colours, and 4 'Row of Pins fluck
in a blew Paper , gs freth and new, as any
are fold oi the Pedlars Stall : In fine, every
thing“as ‘the Innocent Child: Affirmed,

~which ' fhie had feen’ in the Witches basket, -

when fhe beged, which'_favours plainly of
Devilifin , and which all the Philofophers

“1n’ the' World, arenot: jbléto folve. For

by’ what Operation, ¢tould.every thing
thad feenin the basket ,:gé “Cbhvévegd(flai

“the fame kind and tale, into.the ‘Bowéls

‘of the Child, except the Devil himfelf was
affifting » But when I {aw.all the had caft
up's was' perfectly dry, dnd withoue the
Jeaft wee , I-told the Caputliines, and - fe-

‘veral - Philofophers prefent ( for T had aGals

Jed'miny out of adefire of being the pet>
ter informied’) that furely our Eyes were
inchanted : For tliat thefe things could hot
poflibly come out of her Body. For how
couldit be , that the pricking of fomany
Ping, ‘fhould bring up no Blood » How
could a' fhaip knife come up the narrow

: 1 Tliroag
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T_h::oa&" of ?

age ! '

;hxgn?a, tgat thofe things muft be
prigza €

‘then i

:gok pleafure to deceive us,

‘Childs Lips , into our

oung Child » without catting
¥added, that it was my Opi-
conveyed

tely fome how, from fome other place,

‘Malicious Demon , that
by the N et dropt from the

Hands , and that I

ht to mind of a Verfe in Ovid
‘\;%xsict?lff“%ever underftood , but now lefs

than ever: It isthis. ]

Devover abfentes Jimulacyags cerea fingits
“Et miferumtenues in jocur urget acss.

Curfes the abfent,then forms waxen fhapes

~Runs into th* Liver needles.——

‘ ds ate fpoken of Medea a Witch:
Bu?gfevgﬁilfi h;r,?felf being immixt with

" asin our Debates; and of a Gapacity above

trer vears , foon refolved this Difficulty for
e e ubt not, faid fhe , but thas thele
things come out of me , and with that fhe,
caught my Hand, and put it to ber “Throat

“¥eel, Sir, faid fhe , a Pin without a Head
«-coming up ; and which will come out
prefently. 1 felr, and ;mmedxately when
1 thought verily Theld it falt betwixt the
fingérs of my left Hand within her ‘Throat,
I perceived it to be forct Violently from
me , and prefently feeing the Child 2 bow-
ing to fpit, I received it in my right Hand 3

and Thave fhewaed it fincs to feyeral ipcée,

§
u'
h -
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dulous Perfons , and ftill keep it by me, to
thew tothe Cyrious, with Points, Feathers,
Thread , Straw, and other like Materials.
In like manner, Ihave frequently at other
times, felt the ends of Points, while they.
were yet in jthe very Orifice of her Sto-
mach , and while they were coming up, and
ready to come outof her Mouth, all whe
were Curious to make Experiments, ima-
gined they could hold the end of the point
in the middle of her Throat ; but thecraf-
ty Demon,Defeated all their Attempts. Afe
ter the had been exorcifed at Liege for fome
weeks to no purpofe , her Mother had a
great defire to carry her to Huws, toa Chap-
pel newly Builtand Confecrated to the Ho-
nour of the Blefled Virgin, and believed
by the vulgar , to be very Famous for Mi-
racles. While her Mother and Friends
which Accompanied her , émployed their
time at the ufual Solemnities there,daily con-
fefling, and receivinﬁ the Blefled Sacrament 3
but with no effect,they bring theChild back

tomy Houfe , notone jot the better, but

-the worfe by a Hydrophobia , or asI would

rather call it , a Stygrophobia, or fearfulnefs
of moift things, fo called, very fad and
Difconfolate , and Defpairing of her Life,
yea, praying for her Death. She cameback
tome, about the midft of Autumn, refufing
not only Wine, Beer, Mead, and all Wa-
ter; butalfo boil’d Meiit, and Bread fteept

2 in

.
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in Broth or Wine , and at laft, all White
and Wheaten Bread : Lbelieve, becaufe the
one was made with Milk, and the other
with Water, as isufual with us. - For which
Reafon, for forty days time, the lived on
nothing but Apples, Raifins, Nurs, Al-
monds , and other Fruits proper to the Sea-
fon, yet for all this, the rofie blufh in her
Cheeks was not Diminithed , nor the Mil-
ky fnow of her Forehead. Ac laft for fif-
+ teen Daysand Nights together, the took
neither Meat_nor, Drink. How {he could
afs {o many Days without,either Meat or
El))r_ink: 1 confes my felf ignorant; but
that fo it was , ] do avow , and all my Fa-
mily are ready with me, moft Solemnly
to Depofe upon Oath. On the fixteenth:
day, when thehad of ber own accord, aske
for fome Drink , .and taken it , fhe nolon-
ger refufed Food. Ithought it then {eifo-
“able to have Recourfe to Natural Meaos,
not Omicting Divine Exorcifins, and I pre-
pared the Decoction. Ex fuga Daemonum of
Southern Wood, Mitgwort, Vervene, ¢ _and
after I had ufed her a while to that Driok,
1 feiit her Home. In the interim, tambling
Il over all the Books -1 could find-at latt 1
‘ light on Bartholomew Carrichters, SECrets ,
who in the tielftlh Chapter of bis fecond
; . Book , Defcribesa ceriain Medicine, pro-
oy per to this Malady.. Fiading this mghtily
| Recommendcd ia Horftins his Medicinal
Epiftles,

L S - = ——
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Epiftles, Epiff. 1. Set, vij. in H
, . Seét, vij. in Hetor Schlands
Letter to Gregory Horffius, dated in the year
;612. I Write both to him, and to the
ri_"ancfm:d Apothecary , in whofe Shops he
aith icis fold, promifing any Rate for the
}1{1 uent and prefcription. But receiving no
£ n\{xge from them,andbeing Day and Night
ollicitous for the Childs Recovery, I took
Carrichrer again into my Hand, and having
much ado to underftand him, by reafon of
a miftake of the Printers, whobad Printed
in one word, Holrz bletter beer, which fhould
have been in chree , I at laft, almoft a
ﬁwgzl\{e—Momh after, for wantof neceffary
aterials, caufed the following Ulnguent
tﬁ)}'{x; made: Take of Dogs Greafe well
Bl olved and Cleanfed, four Ounces; of
Gears Greafe, eight Ounces; of Capons
Treafe » four and twenty Ounces; three
Grunks of Mifletoe of the . Hafle while
¢ reen, cut it into pieces, and pound it
mzli]ll; till they become moift 5 bruile to-
gﬁt' er the Wood, Leavesand Berries, mix
ah in a Vizl , after you have expofed it to
the Sun, for nine Weeks, you (hall extrac
al grBeen.BaIfam » wherewith, if youanoint
the Bodies of the Bewitcht , efpecially the
pa.tifs moft affedted, and the Joints , they
:yld I«;err:ax.nly be Cured , as hath beenpro-
: : y this Child, who hath been now
| ree years perfetly well, only on the
ays of the Ember-weeks , do what fhe
I3 cans
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‘can, the isfe

1zed with a cerrain "Tranfient
!lz\fd this is the Reafon why

i the

ingenuofly Communicated to
lV\tflg:l% ‘{lr:’g the Latin Tongue, tlt)xe alt)t(l):;-‘
meationed prefcription,concealed' y O % ulz
and publifhed in Datch, by Carrichier faul:

tily. |
<X V. Mer. Cafaubon iz Credulity and

ity i ings Naturals ‘
Imlr: dgﬁ;z btg zdimy‘d, becaufe I fee Learx_:-_
ed Phyficians are of that Opxmgn, ;{& Dve-
{ible Effects do evince it, but t atI;‘f D
vil doth immifcere fe 10 feveral i eh_, ks
whereof Sit Téocozi. Mayc’ﬁc&ﬁ}\‘gn& “:e;r: y
and even mit ous Cure
fg;yﬁ:aaﬁgfhe Afculapins of his time 5 :&e
<0 do nobody wrong, he gave me a Ii—oloufe'
Inftance concerning a aid ?D is whicl;
that baddbeefn.bittfg Vgﬁg‘n?/l a;’vhei?gﬁe came
alfo dy’d of 1t3 , when be caire
i with a Looking
maﬁel\/go'?{l“??gl of what he had reﬁd, li]u‘g
g:)t yet experienced .hxmfelf ) un fell;e his
Gown, before he was1n the Rolc‘)m,. fhe be-
%an to cry out, and told him what1tw

ad about him.

. Fernclius de Abdit. rerum canfis,
MX%Z Ifaiga, 1 faw one that by cerna;r:‘
Words would malke Shapes (gpe&lzgzz‘a;gge ;
ina Lookﬁng—Glafs, which, W b

Melancholy.
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commanded them, ‘would prefently by
Writing or by true It.na%es fo clearly exprefs,
that all might be quickly and eafily under-
ftood by thofe that fac by. They heard 2
few Sacred words, but filthily contamina-
ted by obfcure names, fuchas the power of
the Elements, the horrid and unheard of
names of certain Princes of the Eaf,
Weft, . v ' :

And P. 124,125, he tells you how many
ways, b¥ Charaéters,Spells,Ceremonies they
work (too long to recite ) and tells you
how the Bewitched are Diftorted, Torment-
ed, fpeak unlearnt Languages, tell the by-
ftanders their Secrets, &c. and faith, [A few
Years ago, a young Man, a Knights Son, la-
bour’d of 2 Concuffion and a2 Convulfion of
his Body b{‘Fms,which did fo exagitate fome-
time the Left-Arm, fometime the Right ;
fometimes one Finger, fometimes one Leg,
fometimes the other, fometimes both s
fometimes the whole Trunk of his Body
that four Servant-men could fcarcely hold
him, but his Head remained unthaken, his
Tongue and Speech free, his Mind found,
and all his Senfes entire, even in the fierce-
nefs of his Convulfions: He was taken at
leaft ten times a Day, found in the inter-
vals, but broken with Labour. Had he not
had his Underftanding and Senfes found, it
would have been taken for an Epilepfie.
"The moft skilful Phyficians-judged it a Con-

Iag yulfion
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valfion kin to an Epilepfie, from- g maligs
pant venemousVapor-impact in the Marrow
of the Back, @¢. They ufed all Reme-
dies— but we were -al\"miftaken in Igno-
rance of the, true.Caufe; for in the third
Month 2 Demon. was. found to be the Au-
thor of. all, fhewing himfelf by Voiceand
uaufual Words and Sentences, Latine and
Greek, though he was ignorant of the Greek
Tongue. He detelted many of the Secrets
of the by-fitters, and efpecially.of the Phy-
ficians, deriding them, that he had by great
Perg cheated them, and that by their vain
Medicines they had almoft killed the Man.
1F. his Father (a Knight of the Order of St.
Michael, that wore that Image in a Gold
Chain) was coming to fee him, he wonld
far off, bid them, Lerhim not in, or take
off his Chain. 1f Divine and Sacred words
were read, he would tofs him and fhake him
moft fiercely.] See the reft.

And Pag. 127. [ 1 faw one that would
ftop Blood flowing from any part of the
Body, by touching the part, and muttering
a few words ] So far the ‘g\reac Fernelias ;
He next nameth many Difeafes that they

ufe Spells to (_)ureT

XXVIL The greatelt Phyfician of
England to divers Kings (and the chief that
1 have my felf. ufed,:and. knew bim to be
zn Honeft Credible Man.) Sir Theodore

T ) " Mayerne,
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“Mayerne, confirmeth the thing in quefii
but goeth the true middle wa%r betqw;egn(%;’-
norant Credulity and Incredulity, in his late
publifhed Praxis, Pag. 57. in_a Letter to
Dr. Cafile, about one feemin? pofle(sid,
‘faymg, 'E‘AThat.Me,lancholy is the Seat, the
: Bath,and the Kingdom of the Devil,l well
* know 5 and that that Prince of Darkpefs
¢ lurking under the thick Cloudinefsof that .
‘ black-Humour, immixeth himfelf in di-
¢ vers Difeafes, and that he exciteth cruel
‘ Troubles (or Storms) in divers Subjes,
. I HAVE Br MANIFOLD EXPERI-
{ENCE FOUND; but I am not of fo
‘ _faale a Mind, as to be (truck at the meet-
ing of every Phantafin, though portentous 5
¢mor is my Reafon like Wax to receive
< every Impreflion. By two
: figns I* can know Demoni- ¥ gz, .0
- acks. * 1f a perfon untaught, bavenan'd mre,
: and without Philofophy ,
. fpeak in divers and_ftrange Tongues, and
. nervoufly and folidly difpute of Sciences
‘ and Artsnever ftudied : ‘And if a weighty
‘ Bedy rapt up on bigh, hang

long in the Air, * and fall - * Which i
¢ not with their weight. Black 7t o may
‘ Choler in the Spleen, Brain, o
‘ Womb, may movea thoufand Symptoms,
¢ which by the Ignorant, pafs for Miracles.]
There Jiveth in this City, an Irifh-man
who with unmoved Lips maketh a long 0.
s ration,

NI
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fation, and deceiveth thofe near him; &s if

one fpoke to them far of.]

. Slegrgnfcelf difcovered ?—I nolgable Cheat in
: -in my own Houfe, and

fuch are deteéted, by which the Igng'?r?g ‘
Undifcerning and Incredulous, are drawn
to disbelieve thofe that are moft fully pro-
:’”ic’i’. Rgad of Cheats, De Loier, a French-

- XXVIIL The Learned and ici

Gerh, Voffins faith, de Samucle in Bi:g:gql/?ol’l;
Epiff. Pag.203. [I know there were many
fabulous ftories, and of Fraud, & but by
Men both Learned, and Quick-fighted, and
Grave,and Hone(t,inmany Ages paft, there
are reported, and at this Day remembred
and told innumerable Inftances, in which it

is not poffible but that with the endeavour -

of man there concurred, the Illufion
F]otzce of the Devil, a malignant Spirit fugf
g fyll\!'i%nthat which was beyond the power

XXIX. Lavater de Spectris, i

) , 1s 2 Book fo
common and well known, (by him a Learn-
ed _Godly Proteftant Divines) that I will
fuppofe the Learned Reader to have read it,
and will not recite what is therein.

XXX. Pious and Peaceable Bifho |

. ; p Fof . Hakl

faith, Selilog. 15. P. 53, 54. [Satan’s Pfr'eva:-
lency

(Apparitions andWitches. 2%
lency in this Age is moft clear in the mar-
welous number of Witches abounding inalk
places. Now hundreds are dif-
covered in one Shire ;_* andif % Sufk
Fame deceive us not, in a Vil- and Effex..
lage of 14 Houfes in the North, are found
fo many of this Damned brood. Hereto-
fore only barbarous deferts had them, buc
now the Civileft and Religious Parts are
frequently peftered with them: Heretofore
fome ﬁllﬂ ignorant old Women, ¢c. NOW,
we have known thofe of both Sexes, who
‘profefled much Knowledge, Holinefs and
Devotion drawn into this damnable Practice.

R X XI. I have elfewhere cited divers
Paﬂ‘ages to this ufe out of Holy Cyprian 3
but that in the Epiftle of Fimnilianms to Cy-
prian, Ep. 75 Pag. 238. feemeth firange
(like that of Magdalena Crucia and others a- -
mong the Papifts) A Woman (Fretending
to have the Holy Ghoft, proved 2 Witch,
and did many Wonders: She had a Gift of
Prayer, and did Baptize, and Adminifter
the Lords Suppet in the ordinary way, &

XXXIL This is fo like to the well known
Cafe of Mrs. Hutchinfon, and Mrs. Dyer in
New England, with Mr. Wheeler, and the reft,
in-the time of Sit Henry Vane's Govern-
ment, detected by the Wondrous Mon-
fiegs, that 1 intreac the Reader to get the
- Hiftorg
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Hiftory ofall, in Mr., Tho. Weld’s Book (one

of their Minifters) called, Tke rife and fa
?‘ Antinomianifm and Familifin in New Eng-
land.  Though T find no proof of Witch-
araft in cheir Cafe, there is much of Satani-
cal Delufion, joined with Humane Self.con-
ceit and Pride. ' -

XXXIIL T have before mentioned Z.x-
eby’s Judgment, and his excellent Books,
de Deo, de Angelis, ¢ de potentia Daemo-
num;, than whom no Man hath given us 2
‘more full Teftimony in general ,of Diabolical
Operations : I hall here only repeat his Op;."
nion of the Manncr of Satan’s Working, He
thinketh (Tom. 3.1 4. ¢. 10.p. 183.) that i
is the very Subftance of the yevil that en-
tevetlinto Men, and that tiiey have Bodies
more Subtile than the Air.

The doubt is, r, Whether it be only o-

‘ther Caufes that enter by this moving of

them by Devils: 2. Or whether they Ope-
rate and enter only Pirture, by fome force
fent from their Subftance; 3. Or Operate
by Contiguity of their Subftance it fe!f in

en, '

1. The fir@ way, no doubt they work as
by moving Winds, and Fire, and Water,
and our Blood and Humours, and our
Tempters and Enemies, & but not thas
vay alone. ' ‘

2. What
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4. What Energy or Force he can fend;
that is neither his own, Subftance nor.any
other Subftance, I cannot conceive. "~ .

3. That his very Subftance entereth into
the Poflefled, I fee no. caufe to doubt 5 for
he can. penetrate any tyart: of our Bodies, as
heisa.Spirit: And if we knew.that he O-
perate only in fome Body or Vebhicle, Air,
or Air and Fire mixt ; yet what part of our
Bodies cannot Air and . Fire. penetrate:
(And this Suppofition would countenance
Dr. Mere’s. Opinion, that all Spirits are the
the Souls of fome Bodies); And Scripture
faith fo.much of Devils entriing into Men,and
being in them, and being calt out of them,
that I fee not how. we can dény it to be their
Subftance. . .. W .

And how elfe fhould they move us ( he-
fides by Inftruments) Is it any more wonder *
that Devils (permitted) can enter, than
Air: Or how elfe work they on Mens
Souls. [ muft fay it .to-bumble us, thac T
fear, .that in moft Temptations that. {ollicic
our Thoughts, and our Wills, and Affeéti-
ons and Paffions, . if not fometimes our
Tongues and Hands, icis the very prefent.
Subflance of Evil Spirits, that by Conti-
guity move as, even true Chriftians when
they Sin: And thac itis no unfeemly thing

- to. pray God to caft Satan out of our

Thoughts and Hearts. - Oh that we bercer
knew what caufe we have to fear letring
him
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him in, and by yielding and cuftom to give
him advantages to tempt and rule us. =~

But yet his Subftantial Prefence, and his
Operations’ are to be diftinguithed. He
hurtech not all thac he is prefent with; but
thofe that he hath Power to work upon, and
that are prepared to receive his Operations.
God himfelf doth not work Life or Grace
on all that he is prefent withs and that
what he doth, he doth it by his Subftantial
Prefence, or his Effence. | -

XXXIV. I have elfewhere cited Luther’s
Teftimony, and how the Devil appeared to
bimfelf at Coburge : And Melanithox’s and
Peter Martyr’s 1 have cited here and elfes
where. See Pet. Martyr Loc. Com. Claf. 1.
& 9. and cap. 8.§.8. pag. 39, 40.

XXXV. The moft Judicious Credible
"‘Melanchthon, inhis Epiftle to Hubert Langue-

- ¢ (the Author of Funius Brutus’s Vind. con.

Tyras.) Epiffolar. I. 2. p. 550, 551. faith,
[ Though there be fometimes Natural
“"Caufes of Madnefs, yet it is moft certain,
¢ that Devils enter into the Bodies of fome,
¢ and caufe Madnefs and Torments to them,
‘either with Natural Caufes or without
¢ them; for it is manifeft, that fuch perfons
¢ are oft delivered without Natiral Reme-
¢ dies. And thefe Diabolical Spe@acles are

¢ oft Prodigies and Significations of future
' ¢ things:

"Apparitions and Wisches!
¢ things: Twelve Years ago there Was a
¢ Woman in Saxony , that never learnt Let-
¢ ters, and yet when fhe wasacted by the
¢ Devil, after Torment fhe fpake Greek and
¢ Latin of the future Saxon War.

“ Sixteen Years ago there was in the
¢ Marke, a Girl, that when fhe pull’d Hairs
¢ from Cloaths, they were turned into
¢ Mark-Money, which the Girl devoured
¢ with long and loud gnafhing of Teeths
¢ and thofe Figures (or Shapes) of Money
¢ fometimes fuddenly fnatcht out of her
¢ Hands, were- true Money, which are yet
¢ kept by fomes and after the Girl felt
¢ Freat Torment: But fhe was delivered
« from all that Difeafe after fome Months,
¢ and “yet liveth in Health: But frequent
< Prayers of Godly Perfons were made for
<her, and other Ceremonies were purpoifely,
comitted] Thus Melanchthon, "
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CHAPD VL

Mr. Jo. Lewss, a Learned fuftice
- of 'Peace in Cardigan-fhire ,
. with the Teftimony of Dr.Ells,
. and My. John Davis, about the
*" Dead Mens. Lights, the Knock-

ers-and Apparitions.

NAR F Lewis being 2 Tofkice of -Peace
LV “and a Man of Learning; ac the fime,

when under Crommwed and Harvifor"the
‘Reading and weak Parfons - twere  caft
out, and Itinerant Preachers’ fet lip; that
turned four or five Parifhes inco~orne bl
their Circuits, and did little buc Preach,
and fhut up the Doors where they came not,
~and by ignorant decrying Superftition,
Forms and Ceremonies, fec up Error, Ana-
bapriftry and unjuft Separations: He being
greatly grieved for thefe Confufions wrote
largely to me about them, whereupon, and
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Colledge at Shrewsbury 5 and his Notices a-
bout Apparitions came. in but on the by,
at my requeft: Bat tho’ I difimember his
Letters with regret, by cafting away the
main part thact was well worth the read-
ing, (and all 'my Anfwers to them) yet it
would be fo . unfuitable to infert fuch Mat-
ters in a Hiftory of Spirits, that if any of
his acquaintance blame me for it, they muft
accept of this Excufe: He is known by
publithed Books of his own. s

Part-of Myr. John Lewis's Firft
- Letter, relating to Spirits and
Wirches. - I

Mot Worthy Sir; - ST
I Have now another Motion to you, as to
that paffage in .your Unreafonablencfs

of Infidelity, where you fhew the meaning
of the Spirit, asto Humane Learning, ¢
and thofe 29 Confiderations ( for the page
I cannor cite, becaufe I have not the Book
at this very inftant) becaufe it is in the

- midft of the Book, and not fo difcernable
to.all Readers; I could humbly begdf you,
to get your Printer and Stationer to princ

i
}
| on more fiich Inftances I wrote my five Dif-
. . (o4
“ putations of Church Government, Liturgy,
i and Ceremonies. And Mr. Lewis joined
I t

5 with me in a delign to have begg’d Money " them apart in a few fmall Leaves, for there
i in Pity to Wales, to have fet up a Welch is nothing generally th%é is more miftaken
: among

Lii' ) Colledge
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among @sthan that, and T fee the publithing
here buc o' much of. tHétn in this kind would:
do infinite good hereis and 1 would my felf.
be ac chifge of buying and difperfing maiiy
fcores of them. And bécaufe of that Co<"
pious. Satisfaction you g1\'q_of Spirits, than:
which there. cannot -b¢ greater convince-
ments 4gainft Infidelity ard Atheifin, I could”
afford 'You feveral ftrange Inftances from*
thefe’ parts, but I thall trouble you only"
with two. Since the timé T received 'you':
Letter,-there happened in my Neighbour-.
hood this following ; A Man and his Fami-
1y beingall in Bed,’»abo&\t after Midnight;
awake in Bed, he could perceive a Light

\ ~

entring a little Room, where he lay, and
one after another, of fome a DozZen in‘the

fhape of Men,and two or threeWomen with
{iall Children in their Arms entring in,and
they. feemed. to.Dance, and the Room. to
be far lighter and wider than formerly’s
they did feem to eatBread and Cheel€all a-
bout 4 kind of a Tick upon the G‘rb;;'nd,s
they offered him Meat, and would fiile
upon him; he could perceive no Voice,
but he once calling to God to’ blefs him,
he canld perceive the whifper of a Voicein
Welch, bidding him hold his dpeace, being
about four Hours thus, he did what “he
could to awake his Wife, and could not 5
they went out into another Room, and af-

terfome Dancing départed, and then he f:1-
' role,
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rofe s yet being bat a very fma e
%o‘ d not find the Door, ynor !l:lllg (v)voar;r] ?g
] ed, until crying our, his Wife and Fam-
byavaked, Bang wishinabont oo Mils
e, I e Midn, who i O~
2{3& ;}q&x;tl{-iug_b;ngnl@an,at}d of good f{ggol:'?'
\ im believe I 'woul im to
his Oath for the truth of this Rgl;tli'(t)r? "v?rl:o
Wazs v%{-g-resazdy to take'it. - iy
2. The’ Second ( if you h: -for-
merly.y-h.eard). the ﬁrange al;‘la(i’ eu?i(x);l f;)r-
pearance of Lights (called in Welch Dé}z):l
Mens Candles) beforé” Mortality : jl"his is
ordinary in moft of our Counties, that I
never fcarce‘ heard of any fort Y’oun o
Old, but this is feen before Death an ofg
ten obferved to part from the very Bodies’
of the perfons all along the way to the
plz}_ce of Burial, and infallibly Death will
ian ue. Now, Sir, it is worth your Refo-
émém, whether this may proceed from
{ od orno s it is commonly imputed to the
que_ous Air of the Counties: But that Evil
pxgts can come by fo much Knowledge, as
io e always {o Infallible (though herein
racb(igfea%dthgf?i] very valt) and be fo favou-
cious unto Man, a
fuch feafonable Monitors of ‘}3; gifgglulgie-
on,land to give fo much difcovery of Spi-ri
tula Effences, and the Immortality 5 I doubt
\Y] hether they mind us (o much good as
this : Some Wiles I C(I)élfoS they may have
. .

by,
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" by fuch Appearances, but it carries the Be-
ggﬁts men;;?oned with it, whereas_their
Difappearance makes more for Infidelity
and Atheifm: But this I leave to your Judg-
ment, begging Pardon for this Boldnefs in
diverting you from your far . better
Thoughts ; and feeing it is my Happirte(s
to have this lictle Invifible Acquaintance
with you, I fhall omit no Opportunity of
troubling you with fuch poor Thoughts as
the Lord fhall give unto me of the beft
"Things, humbly wifhing (as for the making
up the fad Diﬁ%_rcnces of Religion among
uvs) the Lord would give thofe in Au-
thority to weigh that Pious and Wife
Courfe you have propofed, as to thofe four
great Parties in the Dedication of your
Saints Reft, with my unfeigned Prayers for

your Health and Happinefs,

Siry

Your very thankful Friend

and Servant. in Chriff,

Glaskerigg near '
John Lewis.

Llanbadarmevosr or
"Aberyfiwish in Car-
diganfhire, Oftob: 20
1656,
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M. John Lewis’s Second Letter.

AS for Apparitions, Iam ftored with
fo many Inftances, that require ra-
thera Volume : There is that Evidence for
the Candles, that fcarce I know any of
Age, but hath feen them, and will depofe
it : There is here a talk, whereof yet I
have not certainty, that a Daughter of the
Man mentioned in _the laft, fetching Wa-
ter at a Well, had a blow given her, and
a Boy coming towards her, the charged
him with the blow, who denyed he was
fo near. her 5 but bid her look upon her Fas
ther , that ftood not far off, and with that,
he could fee her Father fling a Stone at her,
which paffed with a mighty Violence by
her Face, and the Stone was found with
prints of Fingers in it5 but no fach thing
as the Father there, neither was he at home
fince the Night before s but certain it is,
that Living Men’s Ghofts, are Ordinarily
feen in thefe parts, and unawares to the
parties. We have in this County, feveral
Silver and Leaden Mines, and nothing more
ordinary than fome Subtérranean Spirits ,
called Knockers (where a good Veinis )
both heard , and after feen, lictle Statured,
about half a_yard long; this very inflant,
there are Miners upon a Difcovery of a

K 3 Vein
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Vein upon my own Lands, upon this fcore,
and two offered Oath, they heard them in
the Day-time. Lieutenant Colonel Bower
I hear , isupon Difcovery , that what you
peard, was Witchcraft 5 buthe holds cant-
ing Tenents, all which minds us the more
to admire_the King of Spirits , our Lord
God Almighty, and that our Eyes behold
but the leaft part of his Secrets , and Mar-
. vels; to whofe Arms and Bleffings, I com-
mit and leave you. o

Sir, 7 pray Pardon this Tronble of

Your very Thankful Servant,

Glaskerigg the 38 of

November. 1656. J Ohn LCWiS-
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- M. John Lewis T hird .'L‘:’.,'f‘f_?r-

" A S for the Candles, all the parts I know
of Wales, as our Neighbouring Coun-
ties( as Ihear ) have Experience of them s
but whether o frequently as bere, 1 will
learii. 1 fcarce know any Gentleman or
Minifter of any ftanding 5 but hath feen
them, and a Neighbour of mine, will
fhortly be at Woroefter abiding (-whio hath
feen them often, and I will direét fome
to acquaint you, and upon Oath ,-if need
be).a very Credible Aged perfon: For
my part, I never faw the Candles ; but
thofe of my Houfe have, and ona Time,
fome years paft , it was told me by ‘them ,
that two Candles was feen, one little, and
a great one paffing the Church way, under
my Houfe , my Wife was then great with
Child, and near her time, and_(he feared
of it, and it begot fome fear in us about
her 5 but juft about a week after, her felf
firlt came to me ( as fomething joyed that
the fear might be over) and faid (as
crue it was ) an old Man, and a Chiid of
the Neighbour-hood paffed that fame way
to be Buried: This fhe and I can depofe ,
and truly my felf efpecially , heard fome
uncouth warning, before my firfk Childs
Death, new Porn, whichis tco large to
K 4 relate
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relate : Such warnings and noifes, are alfo
here very common, and I do think there is
fcarce any ( and I know it by my felf ) but

before fome Remarkable Occurrences of

Life , will have fome warnings , at leaft
by Dreams; of which there is a kind that
may be ranked with thefe Apparitions, and

it was not for nought, that the Stoicksof

old held Slee&, familiare ¢ domefticum ora-

eulum+ You {hall learn more of me hereaf-

ter about the certainty of Candles and
- theKnockers. -~ - ‘

Sir, I put you to your Penance, by thefe
under Lines, they fhew I can hardly part
withyou , I pray God continue, and grant
you Health and Happinefs anfwerable to
the ufe you are of, for his Glory among
us.
Sir,

Tour wery Thankful Servant.

Al John Lewis.
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M. Davis's Letter, concerning the

Corps-Candles in Wales.

Venerable Sir,

FOr your Worth, hath purchafed you that

Stile. With all due Refpeés, you fhall
hereby underftand that I am one, who fin-
cerely blefleth himfelf, to have been much
Edified by you, as being Confirm’d in fome
points, and informed in others, by a piece
of your Learned and Judicious Works,
Termed by your felf a Supplement, which
proved to me a Complement , and which
was Communicated to be by my Worthy
Friend, and fpecial Encourager, Fobn Lewss
Efq; , at whofe Reqlueﬁ , 1am to give you
the beft Satisfaction I can, touching thofe
fiery Apparitions, which doas it were, mark:
out the way for Corpfes to their xuwnmeiz ,
and that fometimes before the parties them-
felves fall fick, and fometimes in their
ficknefs of thefe, I could never hear in
England , they are common in thefe three
Counties, -Cardigan, Caermarthen and Pem-
%oolk, and as I hear, in fome other part o

aies. .

- Thefe 24vrdouar inour Language, we call

Canbwyllan Cyrth (1) Corps-Candles ; and

Candles we call them, not that we do fee
any thing elfe befides the Light: But blq-
. ' caufe
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caufe that Light doth as much Refemble 2
Material Candle-light, as Eggs do Eggs,
faving , that in their Journey, thefe Can-
les be modo apparentes, modo difparentes
efpecially, when one comes near them s
and if one comeon the way againft them ,
unto him they vanith; buc prefently appear
behind him, and hold on their Courfe. If
it bealittle Candle, Eale or blewith, then
follows the Corps either of an Abortive, or
fome Infant , if abigone. thenthe Corps
of fome one come to Age, if cthere be
feen two or three, or more, fome big, fome
fmall together , then fo many, and fuch
Corpfes: together. If two Candles come
from Diverfe places, and be feen to meet,
the Corpfes will ihe like, if any of thefe
Candles be feen to turn fometimes a little
out of the way, or Path, that leadeth unto
the Church , the following Corps will be
found to turn in that very place, for the
avoiding of fome dirty Lane, or Plafh, &c.
Now let us fall to Evidence 5 Being about
the Age of fifteen, dwelling at Lanylar, late
at Night, fome Neighbours faw one of thefe
Candles hovering up and down along theRi-
ver bank, until they were weary in behold-
ing, at laft they leftitfo, and went to Bed,
a few Weeks after came a proper Damfel
from Montgomery Shire, to {ee her Friends,
who dwelleth on the other fide of that River
Ifwyeh, and thought to Ford the Rivcrhat
: that
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that very place, where the Light was feens

~ but being diffivaded by fome lookers .on,

(fome it's molt like of thofe that faw the

* Li :adventure on the Water, which
&lagshthggtl?,aby reafon of a Flood : She

ed up and down along the River Banl,
g?el}: whetr’e , and evén as the forefaid Can-
dle-did, waiting for the falling of the Wa-
ter , which at laft the took; but tao foon

for her , for fhe was drown'd therein.
Of late,my Sextons Wife, an Aged Uln-
derftanding Woman, faw from her Bed,
2 little blewifh Candle upon her Tables
end : Within two or three days after, comes
a fellow in, enquiring for her Husband ,
and taking fomethinF from under his Cloak,
claps it down direétly upon the Tables end,
where fhe had feen the Candle, and what
was it, but a Dead-born Child ? Another
time , the fame Woman, faw fuch a-
nother Candle upon the other end of the
felf {ame Table , within few days after,a -
weak Child by my felf, newly Chrifined,
was brought into the Sextons Houfe, where
prefently he died : And when the Sextons
Wife , who was then abroad, came home,
(he found the Woman fhrouding of the
- Child, on that other end of the Table,
where fhe had feen the Candle. On a
timemy felf, and a Kinfman coming from
our School in England , and being three or
four hours benighted, ere we could 1f§fif?
b b
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home, were firft of all Saluted by fuch a
Light, or Candle, which coming from a

Houle , which we well knew, held his

Courfe ( but not direétly ) the High-way to
Church; fhortly after, the Eldeft Son in
that Houfe Deceafed, and Steered the fame
Courfe. My felf, and my Wife in an Even-
ing , faw fuch a Light, or Candle coming
to the Church, from her Mid-Wifes Houfe,
and within a Month , fhe her felf did fol-
Iow : At which time, my Wife did tell
me a Story of her own Mother , Mrs, Ca-
tharine Wyat , an Eminent Woman in the
Town ofy Tenby , that in an Evening, being
in her Bed-Chamber , fhe faw two little
Lights juft uponher Belly, which fhe af-
fayed to firike off with her Hand, bue
could not 5 within a while they vanifhed of
themfelves. Not long after,  {he was Deli-
vered of two Dead-born Children: Long
fithence there happened, the like in mine
own Houfes but toa Neighbours Wife ,
whom my Wife did fometimes call for, to
do fome work or otherand (as I credibly
heard within thefe three days) to fome
good Gentlewoman alfo in this very Pa-
rith 5 where alfo not long fince, a Neigh-
bours Wife of mine, being great with
Child , and coming in at her own Door ,
met two Candles, a little, and a bigg one ,
and within a little after, falling in Labour,
fhe and her Child both dyed.

Some
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“Somethirty four, or thirty five years byw

‘one Yane Wyar my Wifes Sifter,
g?neg, NnrfeI Baronet Rudds three Eldeft

-Children , and (the Lady Miftris being

Deceafed ) the Lady Controuler of that
Houfe, going late into a Chamber where
the Maid-Servants. lay , faw there no lefs
then five of thefe Lights together. It hap-
pened a while -after , the Chamber bein
newly Plaiftered, and a great grate of Coal-
fire therein , kindled to haften the drying
up, of the Plaiftering: That five of the
Maid-Servants went there to Bed, as they
were wont 3 but ( as it fell out ) too foon,
for in the Morning, they were all dead,
being Suffocated ( I conceive) in their
Sleep with the Steem of the New-temper-
ed Lime and Coal. This was at Llangathen
in Carmarthenfhire. . :
Some thirty three, or thirty four years
ago, upon a Tuefday coming towards home
from Cardigan , where 1 had been injoyn’d
to Preach the Seffion Sermon: Incipiente
adhuc crepufenlo, and as Light as Noon, and
having as yet, nine long  Miles to Ride,
there feemd twice or thrice from behind me,
on my Right fide , and between my Shoul-
der and my Hat, to fly a lictle whitith
thing , about the bignefs of a Walnut, and
that per intervalla ,_once in feventy or eighty
Paces: At firft I took no notice of it,
thinking it had been buc the glimpfing Olf: T{y
ittle
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litele Ruff’s for fuch then-T wore, by Degre
it waxed reddifli; and'asthe 1’\Ii§h_t r'e"e:
on, redder and redder, at laft not- ignss
fasus, (for that I partly knew ) but- purus
pitus ignis, both for :Light -and" Colour.
At length I turned-my Horfe twice or
thrice ;, to fee from -whence it came, and
whether it would ‘flath into my Face, thén
nothing I could fee s but- when I turned
homewards , it flathed as ‘before , until I
came to-a Village called Liswriflid, where
as yet | did not-intend-to Lodge, though
there were four Lodgings, and one of them
(faveone ) the next Houfe in. my way
which, ‘when I paffed by clofe; being j'(f
againft ‘the Door; my Fire did- flath-again
~upon, or very near the Threthold , and
there I chink it lodgeds for I faw it no
more. Home ftill I would go, but be-
thinking my felf;: that fo T might tempt
God; and meet a,‘worfe Companion_than
my former : ‘I'turnéd to the furllielt Lodg-
ing in theTown, and there after a lictle
Reft; in a brown Study ¢ becauf€ mine Hoft
was'an underftanding Man , and Literate,
and fuch as could, and_had but lately read
his Neck-Verfe in pure Roman Language )
I ‘could not contain , but needs mmft tell
him of the Vifion, he the next day tofome
going to the Seffions-, they to others there,
at laft it came to_the Judges Ears, info-
much , that the greateft News, and wgn-
er
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der at the then Aflifes was the Preachers
Vifion. To come at length unto the Pitch,
or Kernel, (for I have been too long about
the Husk and Shell ) at that very Seffions,
one Fobn William Lloyd, a Gentleman, who
dwelt, and whofe Son yet dwells within a
Mile of Glasterig, fell Sick, and in hiscom-
ing homewaids , was taken with fucha vio-
lent Paroxifm’, that he could Ride no fur-
ther than thie Houfe , where I left my Fire
to. éntertain him, and there he lighted and
Lodged , died about four Daysafter. Ex
abundanti , youthall underftand that fome
Candles have been feen to come to my
‘Church, within thefe three weeks, and the
Corpfes not long after. ' Hatténus de Cdnde~
lis noftris. ) ) o -

‘Another kind of Apparition we have ,
which commonly we call ‘Taxz-we, or Tan-
wed , becaufe it feemeth Firy; . This ap-
pedreth to our feeming in the lower Re-
gion of the Air,ftraight and long, not much
unltke a Glaive, Mours or Shoots direét-
ly, and level ( as who would fay I'll hit) but
far more thowly, than Stelle cadentes, or Star
thot lighteneth all the Air, and Ground
where it pafleth, lafteth three or four Miles,
and more for ought is known ; becaufeno’
Man feeth the Rifing or Beginning of it 5
when it fallsto Ground, it fparkleth , and
lightnethall about. Thefe before their De-
ceafe , do fall upon Free-Holders LandsCi

an
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ou fhall fcarce bury any fuch with us;
?gih}é but a Lord of a Houfe and Garden,
but you fhall find fome one at his Burial,
ac leaft Wife in his Nenfhbour-hood, that
hath_feen this Fire to fall on fome part of
his Lands. Two of thefe at feveral times
I have feen my felf, fince I Studied Me-
teors, and fince I was a Minifter, and nar-
rowly obferved , even till they were in the
<xf ; and began to fall ; but theIntel('poﬁ-.
tionof Grounds, marred the Conclufion ;
for where , and how they fell, I faw nort 3

buc where I did guefs, they fell, there

died in the one place an aged Gentle-
man , in the other, a Free-Holder too,
though of a Meaner Rank. To come near-

er home,

My Mothers firft Husband (for my Fa-
ther Marryed her a Widdow ) walking
about his Ground , faw one of thefe Darts,
or Piles aloft , which fell down hard by
him, fhone far , and lf”parkled round about

is Body, he took it for a Warning-Piece,
lr]x:gde hisy Will, and having lived in good
Health, fome four or five Months after ,

d. : )
dyg little before the Deceafe of mine own

Father, Aged Ninety fix , a Sonin Law of

i ho dwelled two Miles off. ( but up-
?ns iﬁghe?' CV%Vr%und) faw fuch another fall
in a Clofe behind the old Mans Houfe,

which gave fucha Light, thatby ic,C l;gacg]ig
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clearly fee the Houfe, the Hedpes , and
the Oaks in the Wood adjoyming.

Sir, Somany of thefe Evidences, as I faw
not my felf, I received from Underftand-
ing and Credible Perfons, and fuch as wonld
not lye , no, not fof a Benefices and your
felf may receive the fame frotn me, asfrom
one that was never too Credulous, nothing
Supperftitious, and as little C eremonious.

cle Secree®, I dare not Father upon
Satan, I will not Honounr him fo much ,
fo much as to Afcribe to him the Know-
ledge of Contingent Futures. [ prefume

. that of himfelf, he cannot certainly know

whether, or when a Healthy Man (hal]
Sicken, nor whether, or when he fhall
dye of his Sicknefs, nor whether he fhall
dye by Sicknefs or by Fire or Water, G.
nor ( in an open Country efpecially ) which
way of two, three, or more, the Corps
fhall be brought to Church, whether i fhall
meet another Corps in the way, whether i¢
fliall pafs a River by the Ford » or Bridg,
Bow many flops, turnings. and windings
it thall make, Satan can have no certain
fore-knowledge of all fuch Circumfances ,
and more, but this Candlemaker and Di-
rector of them too forefees, and foreknows
them all ; and therefore muft needs be the
Creator, who , as according to the good
pleafure of his Will , he hath Determined,
and allotted to feveral ll\‘lations, their-feveI

ra
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ral Habitations , Difpofitions and Conditi-
ons, even fo (" as I fuppofe ) hath he vouch-
fafed to each of them fome peculiar figns
and takens, if none to fome, which I
cannot believe, and if to fome more, and
more wonderful than to other fome, for my
part , I can give no other Reafon for ic, but
his Will.  This with my hearty Prayers for
your felf, your Pious and Learned Bre-
thren of the Aflociation.

IRett,
Your Friend in all kind Offices

that lye in my Power.

Ganerghnthe 19,

Aareh 1656, John Davis.

K.
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CHAP VIL

Containing feveral other Lerters
and Relations concerning Appa-
ritions and Witchcrafts.

-1

.

My. Thomas Tilfon, Minifler of
Aylefworth in Kent, his Ler-
ter concerming an Apparition in
Rochefter, this prefent ZYear,
1691. :

Rewverend Sir;

BEing informed that you are writing a-
bout Witchcraft and Apparitions, I
take the freedom, though a tranger, to
fend you chis following Relation. S

Mary, the Wife of John Goffe of Ro-
chefter, being affliGed with a long Illnes,
removed to her Father’s Houfe at Weft-
Mulling, which is about nine Miles diftant
from her own: There fhe died, Fune the
4th, this prefent Year, 160r.

L2 The
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"The Day before her departure, fhe
grew very impatiently defirous to fee her
two Children , whom fhe had left at
home, to the Care of a Nurfe. She
prayed her Husband to hire a Horf, for
the muft go home, and die with the Chil-
dren. .
contrary , telling her fhe was not fit to
be taken oat of her Bed, nor able to fit
on Horfe-back, fhe intreated them how-
ever to try: If I camnot (i, faid fhe, I
will lic all along wupon the Horfe, for 1 muft
g0 to fee my poor Babes.

A Minitter who lives in the Town was

When they perfuaded her to the ",

with her at Ten-a-Clock that Nighr, to |

‘hom fhe exprefs’d good Hopes in the
K’lercies of God, and a Willingnefs to

die: But, faid fhe, it & vy Mifery that 1

not fee my Children.
m%:::wfeen yOne and Two-a-Clock in the
Morning (he fell into a Trance. One
Widow Twrner ,” who watched with her
that Nighe, fays, that her Eyes were o-
pen, and fixed, and her Jaw fallen: She

put her Hand upon her Mouth and No-

firils, bac could perceive no Breath; fhe
glo_ught her to b_% in a Fit, and doubted
whether fhe were alive or dead.

" The next Day this dying Woman told
her Mother, that fhe had been at home
with her Children. Thar is impoffible, faid

the Mother, for you bave been here in Bez
. .
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all the while. Yes, replied the other, bur
I was with them laft Night, when I was .
Sleep. : .
The Nurfe at Rockeffer, Widow Ale-
xander by Name, affirms, and fays, the
will take her Oath on’t before a Magi-
ftrate , and receive the Sacrament upon
it, that a lictle before Two-a-Clock that
Niorning‘ the faw the Likenes of the faid
Mary Goffe come out of the next Chamber,
(where the elder Child lay in a Bed by
it felf, the Door being l¢ft open, and
ftood by her Bed-fide for about a quar-
ter of an Hour ; the younger Child was
there lying by her; her Eyes moved, and
her Mouth went, but the faid nothing.
The Nurfe moreover fays, that fhe was
gerfeétly awake s it was then Day-light,
eing one of the longeft Days in the
Year. She fate up in her Bed, and look-
ed ftedfaftly upon the Apparition: In
that time fhe heard the Bridge-Clock
ftrike Two, and a while after faid, 7»
the Name of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghoft, what art thow? Thereupon the Ap-
pearance removed, and went away 3
ﬂigp’d on her Cloaths and followed, but
what became on’t fhe cannot tell. Then,
and not before, the began to be grievouf-
ly affrighted , "and went out of Doors,
and walked upon the Wharf (the Houfe

is juft by the River ﬁ%‘e) for fome Hours,

3 only
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only going in now and then to look to
the Children. At Five-a-Clock fhe went
"to.a_Neighbour’s Houfe, and knocked at
the Door, but they would fot rife . At
Six fhe went again, then they arofe and
let her in. She related to them @il that
had pafs'd : They would perfuade her fhe
wds miftaken, or dreamt : Bug the "confi-
dently affirmed, Jf ever I faw her in all my
Life, I faw her this Night. o

. One of thofe to whom fhe made the
Relation (Mary, the Wife of 5ohn Sweet)
had a Meflenger came from Aulling that
Forenoon , to let her krnow her Neigh-
bour Goffe was dying, and defired to fpeak
with her 5 (he went over the fame day, and
found her juft departing. The Mother, a-
mongft other Difcourfe,Related to her how
much her Daughter had longd to fee
the Children , and faid fhe had feen them.
This brought to Mrs. Sweer’s ‘mind, what
the Nurfe had told her that Morning ,
for till then, fhe had not thought to
mention it , butbd'cilr%uifed it, ratheras the

oman’s difturbed Imagination.

WThe Subftance of ‘this, I had Related
to me by Fobu Carpenter , the 3
the Deceafed, next day after her Burial :
Tuly the Second: I fully Difcourfed the
Matter wirth the Nurfe, and two Neigh-
bours, to whofe Houle the went that
Morning.

Two

Caiher of

., ey
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Two days after, I had it from the
Mother, the Miniftef that was with her
in the Evening, and the Woman who’
fat ‘'up with her that laft Night: They
all- agree in the fame Story, and every
one helps to ftrengthen the others Tefti-
mony : R

Theyappear to be Sober Intelligent Per-

fons, far enough off from Defigning to im-
pofe a Cheat uponthe World, orto ma-
nage a lye, and what Temptation they
thould lye under for fo doing, Icannot con-
ceive.. . :
. Sir,. that God would blefs your pious
Endeavours. for the Convi&ion of Atheifts
and 'Sadduces, and the promoting of true
Religion and Godlinefs ; and that this Nar-
rative may conduce fomewhat towards the
farthering of that great Work, is the hear-
ty Defire and Prayer of

Zonr moft faithful Friend,

and humble Servant,

Aylesford . Minificr of Ayle(:
Fuly 6. ’ Tho. Txlfon,{ ford, nich Maid-
1691, flone in Kent.

L 4
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My. Thomas Weddcocke’s Let-
~ter in relation to Witches and
Apparitions 5 .~together,  with
four Stories “inclofed therein,
all relating to the [ame Sub-
jeét. C L

S IR, |

I Have herein fent you thofe four Stories
I had the remembrance off, when I was
with you laft, which I have fubfcribed my
Name to. But who can prove any “thing
Rationally to them who have not fo'much
Reafcn as to know their own Souls ? All

of this Tribe-are of that mind, to believe -

nothing but what they {ee themfelves. . But
es Religio Medici {ays, The Devil hath them
in too faft a Noofe, for to appear to them
would be to convert them from their Error.
He rather delights to be their God than to
prove bimfelf a Devil, and fo torment
their Thoughts too foon. They aflert and
admire the Omnipotency of Matter, but in
the mean time are infenfible of the fpring
of Motion; they are fo full of Seconds
they will not own a Firft Mover: ’Tis
firange Arithmetick, that two thould not
fuppofe one, and as bad Geometry to have

_ Circom-
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Cirepmference without a Center. But I

fear you will but fpead Arguments on them
whzyare. refolved not to yield to any Evi-
dences for-ig is the Intereft of their Lufts
neither to believe Gad nor aDevil. ~ Yet
1 remember. a ftory of one at Colchefter ,
who in a Bravado, and Defiance of the
Devil, would walk in the Night to the
Church-Yard, where it was reported he
appeared and ‘walked, ‘and he met him in
tlge fhape of a Blacﬁ_ ,l_)ogb with rerrible
Eyes, which brought him by Terrors in-
to fuch a mind, that he was never quiet in

~ his Mind till he got into good Society-

Coming to Mr. Shepheard’s at Coln, Mr.
Hnrlnkggnden ftay’d him, though Mr. Shep-
beard was gone: He lod%{ed there, and
when at Prayer, the Black Dog was feen
by the Man as if he would have torn Mr,
Harlakenden’s Throat out, but he was in
his Houfe and Duty, and neither faw nor
feared : And this Man continued long in this
condition, proved a moft ferious Chriftian,
always had fome appearance of this Dog,
asa Fly or a Flea, and various fhapes ; and
even at his Death, lying long fick, had
great Peace and Vicory over the fear of
Death, and was fo joyful and defirous to be
diffolved, that this Dog or Flea made no
impreflion upon him; when had it beena
Melancholick Fancy it would have beer
worft at fo dark an Hour, when th‘; gé;;s
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mours are up and the- Spirits down. Thi
Story I had alfo FrOm'Mr?. [l{:fl‘?[:gv:)en Tl?tii
:}t) is I?o_t to be calt before fuch SWit,lé as
d 1:5. picurean Age abounds with, who, if

“hrift hxmfelf-yg'gi‘syon Earth, with the G-
darens, would rather get rid of him, tha
lofe their Herd of "Hogs. = Bur ] tirg
T oo ey, aod give you

- Hope, and thic Cordial ¢ Toprofpect f
ﬁrong:er i 315 eat?{?ml of Love which is

I am ="
Tour worthlefs Brother

and Servant in the Lord,

T. Woodcocke.
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Here follow the four Stories, men-
tioned in the fore-going Letter. '

" 1. Mr. Mun, Reor of Stockerfon in Lei-
cefterflire, had a Daughter married. to one
Mr. Beecham, Re&or of Branflonin Rutlands
in whofe Houfe it was frequently obferved,

that a Tobacco-pipe would move ‘it felf

fromoff a Shelf at cone end of the Room,
to another Shelf at the other endof the
Room, without any Hand. Mr. Mun vifit;
ing his Son-in Law, toolca Pipe of Tobacco
in’ that Room, and locked tor fome fach
Motion; but a great Bible, inftead of a
Pipe, moved it {elf off from a Desk at the
1ower end of the Room, and caft it felf in-
to his Lap. Whereunpon he opened the Bi-
ble at Gen. 3. 15. {aying, Come, Sarans I'll
fhew thee thy Doom : The Seed of the Woman
{ball break the Serpent’s Head. Avoid Satan.

This Mr. #ux himfelf told me, when in
the Sicknefs-Year, 1665. I lived in Srocker-
fon-Hall. 1 have no reafon to {ufpett the
Veracity of a fober Man, a conftant Preach-
er, and a good Scholar.

1. Dr. Lamb, who was killed by the
Mot, for a Conjurer, about 1640. met one
Morning Sir Ailes Sands and Mr. Barlor in
the Streer, and invited them to goand drink

their
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their Mornings Draught at his Houfe: Dif

courfing abouc his Art, he told them, if

they would hold their Ton : i
‘Hands from medling with gau:;’ t?)nlg fh%‘:
wolt:}dpﬂ]evy them fome Sport. So fglling
fo hus Practice, in the middle of the Room
rmgsuup a Trees foon after appeared
Shlc:]elde :scleanf;ego;?f{s, inthl Axes on their
. 3 askets in their '
-g;ﬁg:gregellﬁo work, cut dowl;lla:lgg ’Tv:gg
< all away. But Mr. Barb -
{erv{x]qg one Chip to fall on his VelvetOEo(:tI:
‘;x 1ps 1t into his Pocket. That Night,
nh en he and his Family were in Bed, and
?1 ee‘p, all the Doors and VVindows in the
H oufe opened and clattered, (o as to awa-
en and affrighc them ali. His VVife faid
fyband, You told me you was at Dr, Lamb’s
th’{: Dazy, and I fear you medled with Sfome-
thing. He replied s, I put & Chip into my Poc-
.kgt.” hl pray you, faid (he, fling it ons, or we
”V Jrave 7o Quier. He did fo, and al] the
dmd ows and Doors were prefently fhue
and al| ch;q,vzt, fo dtl}&y went to fleep. ’
. Barvor and Major Fobn Barbor
~ married my only Sifter, told me this Rv(‘;?a('3
i;on, who had ic again and again from their
ather and Mother; and I know no reafon
to doubt of the truth of it.  This Mr. Bar-

Do Toh orit, 4 :
, (t;: 33:3 the fieft Stone in building of Covenr-

1L
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“1II. VVhen [ was a School-Boy at Oxndle
in Northamptonfhire; about the Scors coming
into England, 1 heard a Well, in one Dobs’s
Yard, drum like any Drum beating a March.
I heard it at a diftance : Then I went and
put my Head into the Mouth of the Well,
and heard it diftintly, and no Body in the
Well. It lafted feveral Days and Nights,
{o as all the Country-People came to hear
it. And fo it drumm’d on feveral Changes
of Times.

When King Charles the Second died, 1
went to the Oundle-Carrier, at the Ram-

in Smithfield 3 who told me their Well had
drumm’d, and many People came to hearit.
And I heard, it dramm’d once fince-

IV. Mr. Harlakenden, who lived at Coln~
Priory in Effex, (where I often was, hison-
ly Son being my Pupil,) formerly the Houfe
of the Earls of Oxford: Off from the Houfe
was a Tomb-Houfe, with a Chamber over
it; his Butler, Robert Crow, and William, his
Coach-man, ufed to lie in that Room. At
Two of the Clock in the Morning there was.
always the found of a great Bell tolling :
They affirming it fo, Mr. Harlakenden {lept
in the Evening, fo as to be awaked at One
of the Clock, and lay betwixt his two Ser-
vants to fatisfie himfelf. At Two of the

Clock comes the ufpal Sound of a great Bell
tolling,




158  Au Hiflorical Difeourfe of
tolling, which put him into a‘Fright and
Sweat, 0 as he jogg’d his Servants ; who
waking, {aid, Hark, Tom & at bis Spore,
trevived him to hear them fpeak. Upon
a particular Occafion, Mr.7homas Shepheard
}who after went to New England,) with
ome other Minifters, and good People,
fpent a Night in Prayer, and had fome re-
pect to the place, ferving God, to caft out
the Devil : And from that fime, never was
any fuch noife heard in the Chamber.
M;fl?llls Ial:::jd }fl:oné Mr. Harlﬁl::dm's own
, is Servants Wi
when I was upon the place-’ wimefles,

Ita Teftatur

Tho. Woodcocke.
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CHAP. VIIL

Of good Angels, and fome doubt-
ful Spirits, and their notable
Allions.

His fort of Operations is of more plea-
fant Confideration than the Diaboli-
cal, and as convincing of the Agency of Su-
perior Spirits on things below ; but fo ma-
ny have written of it, as maketh my farther
Labour needlefs. Let them that would fee
more, read Mr. fzac Ambrofe of our Com-
munion with Angels, the Lord Lawrence,
M. Samuel Clarks Mirrour, Zanchy de <in-
gelis, e, .

Bodin tells us of one of his Acquaintance,
that had a good Genius that would always
give him notice when he did ill, bya ftrokes
and what be {lould do when he omitted it.
I pafs by old Writers. .

1 will mention now but thefe few.

1 That of Mr. Tate in Ireland, mention-
ed by Mr. Clark, and Mr. Ambrofe, and con-
firmed to me by his near Relations that
knew of it. Dr. ZTare, with his Wife and
Children, being firipp’d, and forced to tice
for their Lives, by the rifh, when they were

mue-
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murdering Thoufands in their Rebellion in
1641. They were wandering in unknown
places, upon Commons covered with Snow 3
and having no Food, and fhe carrying a
Sucking Child, and having no Milk, fhe
went to lay down the Child to die; and on
the Brow of a Bank fhe found a Suck-bottle
with fweet Milk in it, no Foot-fleps ap-
pearing in the Snow of any that fhould bring
ic_thicher, and far from any Habitation ;
which preferved the Child’s Life, who after
became a Blefling to the Church. '

II. When Prince Ruper+ march’d with his
Army through Lancafhire, to Tork-Fight,
where he was overthrown, the Town of
Bolron made fome Refiftance in his Paffage,
and he gave them no Quarter, but killed
Men and Women. When he was gone,
thofe that efcaped came out from the places
where they lurked, and an old Woman
found in the Streetrs a Woman killed, and
2 Child by her not dead : The old Woman
tock up the Child, and to ftill its crying,
put her own Breaft to the Child, which had
not given Suck, as I remember, of above
twenty Years: The Child being quieted,
fhe prefently perceived Milk to come ; and
continued to give the Child fufficient Milk,
till it was provided for. I had the full Af-
furance of this from my worthy Friend,

Mrs. Hune, Wife to Mr. Rowland Hunt, of
Harrow
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Harvow on ‘the ‘Hill 5 who told me , that
fhe her felf was one that was appointed
by the Committee to make Trial of the

.Cafe, and fhe found it true, and the old

VVoman’s Breafts to give the Child Milk,
as was reported.  And the told me in 1665,
that the faid Child was at that time alive, a
Servant-woman in London.

III. Though I lay no great firefs on the
Reports of thofe Papifts who corrupt
Church-Hiftory by Fabulous Mixtures, yet

" many Hiltories of the Miniftry of Angels,

cited by them out of the Fathers, are cre-
dible. Thofe that have purged their Le-
gends, retain a great number. Baronius,
and De lzCerda, and many others, are worth
the reading by the Judicious, that can dif-
cern the differenc Probabiiities. But to de-

" ny all the Eje&ting of Devils, and the VVon-

ders mentioned by Zertallian, Origen, Cyprian,
Chryfoftom, Auguftine,Sulpirins, Severus, thofe
of Gregory Thaumaturgus, Martin, &c. (tho
fome may be over-aggravateds;) befides
thofe in Hiftorians, Eufebins, Socrates, Sozo-
men, ickor Uticenfis, Frocopins, Nicephorus,
Theodorer, G¢. would be unreafonable, and
unchritian Incredulity. I have formerly
mentioned the African Bifhops or Preach-
ers. who all fpake well when their Tongues
were cuc out by the Command of the 4r-
vian King: And Fiétor, ofinaass Gazens and

M Procopins
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Procopins Cas I remember, all three) faid,
they faw them, and heard them fpeak af-
ter. Butone of them faith, that one of
the Bifhops was after drawn into the Sin of-
Fornication , and his Speech went away
again.
*Tis ftrange if all the Stories in Ceefarius
fhould be falfe.

1V.De I« Cerda faith,that Albertine a Jefuit
told him, that 2 young Man came haftily to
him to confefs; and told him: 0 Sir,faith he,r
could not Fay, fo frange a thing hath befallen

me ! I and my Companion were vefolved, in Re-

wenge againft one that had wronged me, to go
after bim, into the Fields, and kill him : And
while I was [etring my Piftol in order, that 1
might not mifs, - a beautifisl young Man ftood by
we, and asked me what-1 was about 2 And when
I denied to tell bim, be rold me, thar bhe kuew
my purpofe, and diffuaded mes and, in fhort,
did [0 open the Sufferings of Chrift for bis Ene-
ies, and what Sins be bad forgiven us, and
bound us to forgwe onc another, that I was
melted into Tears, and wmy Mind changed 5 and
the young Man vanifhed awsy. (An Angel,
if true.) ,

V. I'll make no Application of it to the

Caufe in our late VVars but I knew of

many ftrange Prefervations. One credible

Perfon had a Bullet fhot through the fel%
°
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of his Hat, and ftopp’d at the Lining, and
hurt him not. Another had a {mall Bible
in his Pocket, and a Musket-Bullet (hot in-
to his Bible, which faved his Life.

The Story of Sir Richard Greenvile’s Exe-
cutions is printed already by Mr. Clark,
and others. To confirm it, Mr. Kerrleby
Woodhoufe, {Sifter’s Son to Jultice Keteleby,
and to Walter Kettleby the Bookfeller’s Fa-
ther,) a fober, credible Man, then living
in Bewdeley, oft told me, that he was one of
the Five (or Seven) whofe Lives were fa-
ved : Being Soldiers for the Parliament,
and taken Prifoners, Sir Richard Greenvile
commanded them all to be hanged. The
firt Man being turned oft the Ladder, a
new Hempen Rope brake: They fent for
another, and hang’d him again, and that
brake ; and. as I remember, a third. Where-
upon Sir R. G. faved them all. And Mr.
Woodhoufe all the while ftood by the Gal-
lows, expecting his Turn, and by this efcap’d,
>Tis like it was by an invifible Power.

VI. In1662. came out divers Books of
new Prodigies, moft of them as Executicns
on notorious Sinners, and fome as Delive-
rances of better Men. I read them, and
enquired after the Matter of Facts and I
found by what Policy Satan hath perverted
Hiftory, and obftured the Honour of God’s
Worlks, by caufing weak-headed, factious

M 2 Perfons
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Perfons to over do- I found many of the
Strange, things there mentioned, had fuffici-
ent Proof : But the Writers dropp’d in many:
Circuinftances and Storics, by partial Cre-
dibility, that were not true. And this fru-
ftrated the Books, and the Prodigies, by
fpoiling the Credit of all the reft.

VIL T know not what to impute it to,
that Lightnings and Thunder-bolts fall more
upon Churches, than upon Caftles and Ci-
ty Stone Walls,or any fuch Buildings.. Ferfey-
Caltle indeed was torn with the Gun-pow-
der, fet on fire by Lightning, (as Heydelberg
had terribly been as a Prefage of the greater
Evil following: ) And what was it but an
invifible Power , that there caufed the
Lord’s Child, that was Governor, to be
blown up, and caft down again on the Leads,
without Hurt? Angels have a {pecial Care
of Infants.

The Church that my Grandmother was
Lorn near, had a Ball of Fire, by Lighe-
ning, came i at the Belfrey-window, and
turn’d up the Grave-ftones, and went out at
tle Chancel-window.

The Church that I was baptized in (AHigh
Freall, clofe to the Lord Newpore’s Houfe)
had, in fuch a Storm, the Leads rolled up,
and caft on the back-fide of the Church;
(and in the War, was levelled with the

Ground. )
© The

e e r——

P

" by Lightning thdt came in at the
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The Church of .4nthony in Cornwall, near
Plimonth, was torn by Lightning at the time
of Worihip, on Whit-Sunday, 1640. and
People hurt, and ones Brains firuck uptoa
Pillar. (It is in Print.)

So was ufed much like, the Church of #7i-
thicombe in Devonfhire, near the [ame time.

The Church “where the prefent Lord
Chamberlain, Earl of Qorfer and Middlefex,
his Anceftors Monuments were, Wds torn
Steeple,
melted the tells, and went up to the Chan-
cel, and there tore the Monuments 1n pie-
ces. 1 faw pieces of the Monumeats, that
had fome of the Goldea Letters, which a
truly worthy Lady brought home, that
went from Zunbridge-Waters, to {ee the
Church.

Many and many Churches have been thus
torn, proportionably fo much beyond all
other Buildinys, efpecially of Stone, that T’
cannot but think there is fome knowing
Agent that maketh the Choice, though |
kuow not who, nor why..

Except a few Hay-Ricks, 1 remember
not that till this Seventy fix:h Year of my
Age, 1 have known Lightenings to have
had Hurtinz Power onany Buildings but
Churches, lave very rarely, and fmall, as
this laft Year, at [flington, it enired a Houle,
and kill’d a Woman and Child:) Nor to

M 3 have
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have torn any Wood bu 1
Vo t Oak, (wh i
&f]eeerse lmécz l?tu;ldllr;gs dI have (feenl Cl:o:'?l
| dwelt. ut dive
been killed and fcorch’d lgyp?tr.(onls\x? aY‘:’f
minent Knight, thatI knew, is common-

gat;zggnt'o have been ftruck dead by it in his

VIIL Though Hurricane : irl-
winds have Natural (Zaufei,a?rgt \Iz‘/.ll]]agrlca

great caufe to thiuk, that they are managed * .

by fome Spirits (as I {aid before of Storms)
?1}ppoxvdex- worketh in” Guns accordinsg
dqdlts nature s bur if fome Rational Agent
di not invent, make, and manageit, all it
Power. would be of little ufe. 1 havg
marvelled to fee my own {mall Linne
fpred out by Servants to dry, to be fuddenn
Iy catcht up, and carried over the Town
2?6 SIt\?eple away, and never more heard
of I lear t}:\e time when fome Reapers in
the ale l? Evefham were burt, writhen
_ 1kgme_ illed with a Whirlwind, I was
:?;:; re"l])ge ina GxEvellbe\{[ay in 2 Corn-field
ing a Lane befides m etween
tWOlHECLgGS§ fuddenlya Vv’hgﬁ;/i}:&’nc‘a%qu
gp Ej 1€ Cart-way, cafiing up the Gravelly
San  dire¢tly to mect me; when it came
W ;thm Tenor Twelve Yards of me, 1 wa?‘
% out flepping out of the way itito rhé
orn, to efcape it, but it fuddenly turned

ouc -

s
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out of the way to the Right-hand, into the
Lane from me, fo as perfwaded me, that
it was a voluntary Motion, direGted by a
friendly Power 5 for it went ftraight on up
the Lane, and tore the Hedges and Branch-,
es of the Trees on the fide of the Laneg
But thefe are fmall effe@ts to what other
fee, efpecially of the great Hurricanes at
Sea in the Wef-Indies. The Spirits that
Rule in the Air have great Power of the

Airy Motions.

IX. Though Porphyry, and Proclus, and

Famblicns, tell us, that bad Demons will oft
fpeak for good Adtions and againft bad, in
Pride and Subtiley to be thought good 5 yet
it is hard to think that it isnot vather a goo
Spirit, that fpeaks for fome notable good
Work, where no by-End is difcernable.
As that mentioned by M- Glanvil and Dr.
Moreof Dr. Britton’s Wife, whofe likenefs
appeared after Death to her Servant-Maid,
and (hewed her a parcel of Land that was as
part of her Brothers,and told hetit belonged
to the Poor, and was unjuftly alienated
from them s and bid her tell the Pofleffor,
that he muft reftore it; and gave her a Se-
cret to tell him if he refufed : And upon
the angry refufal, when he heard the Se-
cret, he yielded and reftored the Land to
the Poow who now pofiels it.

M 4 X. The
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X. The faid Heathen Philofophers fay, -

that they are all bad Spirits that feek to be
worthiped, and that to procure it, they
will feem to be Religious, but will tell
many Lies for one Truth, and that lying is
a chief mark to know them by. By this I
fufpect that there are bad Spirits that come
to fpeak for the gerting fo many Maffes to
be faid for them to deliver them from
Purgatory, and fuch Pilgrimages to be per-
formed : And thole that tempt the People
to Pray to them and co Honour thems for
their Services and Prayers for them, of
which their Legends abound with Inftan-
ces: De laz Cerda concludeth his Book of
Angels with Formsof fuch Prayers : And
what Office hath not fuch ? D¢ la Cerda,
lib. 23. citeth Miraculous Appearances of
the Croefs, and o do many others, which I
leave to the Readers Judgment. As alfo
the Lady of Laurerto’s Miracles, and others
fuch, which many write of,

XL I think fome Rational Spirit was
probably the Agent of what was written
by our great Pious Credible Surgeon and
Phylician, Fabricisss Hildanus, Obfer. Cene.3,
obf.26. [A Noble and Virwous Lord, Fob.
@ Rofle, going for his Studics to Friburg,
with two Servants, on the way, roie a

greae

-_—
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Storm, with Thunder, Lightening,

g:‘:iatRain : H,is Servant perfwadea him to
let him ride clofe to him, and cover him
with his Cloak; fo joining their Horfes
they rode under one Cloak : A great ftroke
of a Thunderbolt ftruck down the Mafter,
the Servant, and both the Horfes ; the Ser-
vant and two Horfes nnmedu;ttely were
dead : The Nobleman.. by God’s keeping,
fcaped fafe and found, yet no hurt was feen
on the Horfes, nor on the Servant, fave on
his Hat, which had a great Holc ; and t!le
Head after fiwelled and turned black : Fut
on the Nobleman himfelf were all thefe
Marvels; 1. The Thunderbolt ftruck 'hun
about the Left-Arm, and there made a
hole through the Sleeve of his Doublet
and Shirt, and made a black mark on the
Skin which remained, but without hurt.
The hole in the Sleeve was {mall without
and great within. 2. Thence it defcend-
ed, and broke in pieces fome Coral Beads
of a Bracelet which he wore ¢n his Arm,
but broke not the String. 3. Then on his
Leftfide, his Sword Sheath being tyed, it
melted the point of his Sword as if it had
been” Lead 5 and by melring the gilded I-
ron, it made a hole in the Band for its paf-
fage our. 4. And onboth his Ancles were
black fpots like Pitch, and are yet vi-
fible.

Another
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_Another riding a Stones

him, his Horfe and he were caﬁago“iefﬁﬁi
without hure, fave the lofs of his Heari’ng.]
gledmu faw the Cloaths, Boots, and
éic;g)rd, and.had all from the Man him-

CHAP.
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CHAP IX

I N my Unreafonablenefs of Infidelity,having
many other Teftimonies of Satan’s War
againft Chrift and his Kingdom, I will here
mention one, which elfewhere alfo I have
mentioned ; and that is the Cafe of
melancholy , diftracted and Enthufiaftick
%rfons, which clearly prove a Diabolical
ar.

L As to melancholy Perfons: I think,
few Men in England have had more advan-
zage to know their Cafe, than I have had.
1 know not how it cometh to pafs, but in
the Country, and in London, multitudes that
are melancholy are fent by their Friends,
or of themfelves come to me, imagining
that I can counfel them for Soul and Bodys
{o that they have taken up a great part of
my time. And in almoft all 1 perceive,
befides their Difeafe, that a malignant Spi-
rit, by advantage of it, doth agitate them
inceflantly againft’ God and Jefus Chrift,
and againft themfelves, as he a&teth Witch-
es to do mifchief to others. 1 know that -
the Difeafe it felf is, to the Imagination,
as difquicting as 2 Diflocation or Lamenefs
isto ajoint: But there is fome malignant Spi-
ric that ¢eiveth it fo importunately toll\]/}ig_-

chief.
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chief. 'They are conftantly tempted to felf-

tormenting Thoughts, to defpair and cry,

Undone , undone s and to think that the

Day of Grace is paft, and that they have

committed the unpardonable Sin; and any

thing that may keep their Minds on a tor-

menting Rack.

And they are firongly at laft tempted to

deftroy themfelves: If they fee a Knite,
they feel as if one within them faid, Now
sut thy Throat, or ftab thy felf : Do it, do it.
If they go by a Water, they feel as if one
urged them prefently to leap in.  And often
are they urged vehemently to hang them-
felves. or to caft themfelves headlong from

fome high place  And, alas! many do it.

And it is {o in other Lands, as well as here.
How many doth Platerss, in his Obferva-
tions, tell us of, that near him, in Helvetia,
deftroyed themf(elves. .

And it is to be noted, that unleG it be
God’s Judgment for fome heinous Crime,
it is few of cthe ungodly Rabble that have
any. fuch Trouble and Tempration ; for Sa-
tan holds them fafter by prefurptuous Un-
belief, and Carelefnefs, and worldly Love,
and Pleafure : But thofe thac will not be ' {o
deceived, that he cannot torment hereafter,
he would torment here.  Alas! divers Per-
fons have I known thus deftroy themfelves,
who I have great reafon to believe were as
really Godly as any that I have known.

Bue
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¥ in their Dif-
Satan’s Advantage was in t
eagutand Temper : As he can temé)tl a
Phlegmatick Maa t0 Sloth, and a C hole-
ick Man to Anger, and a Sanguine Malr\\/I to
lLuﬁ or finful Pleafures fo can hff 3 e-
lancl’loly Man t?‘t 8edfpau- and Self-defigu-
1 againf{t God. .
&gn,&gg tﬁey are imgetqouﬂy tempted %
ainft God and Jefus Chrift : They are fo
sﬁaunied with blafphemgus 'I&l;}?#%thtg; tﬁ:
Y 1
think ill of God, or to deny ft or the
i that they have no reft:
fﬁgletggft’le in at Prayer, at Sermon, at Sa-
crament 5 and they have hng r_r}?]r(;euggz% to(:
out, or turn their
lt{f:x? t\?:;r,‘ altr;oﬁ, than they have hof tl
Thoughts of another. Yea, fomew katfmg-
eth them from Day to Day, to fpdea o,n(l:i_
ill. blafphemous word of G(} , or of
Clrift 5 and if they yield to the .mporguln_
ty, it ’prefently, as it were, faith within
lﬂin Now thou art damned : There nowlno
1]’-10 > "And it is much to be noted, that ﬁc
thep Perfon be Religi(;msl,. lc{)r notl,:%}ey‘ w"lc()lx}fdlz
: tempted alike :

%ﬁ;flflestggfi Dxfcomentli flo malée tt;]aec; I:ﬁ?(;
times melancholy ; and |
gla?ief?xrxrllxih of the fame .Solhcntauons.l 1510
¢hat the manner of their Troqllyle plainly
telleth us, that it is of the Devil " cure i
And yet Phyfick may do much to cur

¢ bae Tn
becaufe it taketh from the Devil ﬁtr uzglen[;,
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firument, or bodi. i i i
wlgc'l;dh_e g:.'zmnot;i clilg hlgx&g)litﬁon, without
it is not for nothing, that ;
{gell) the DiftraGed and Egilep&tci(n ;?ee ?95
e poffefled of Devils 5 for he may caglfe

the Difeafe ’ i i
'_when he hat’h%%cri)e“igrk by it accordingly

I have oft marvell
led that the W
ggttt :: (I:)oeng)xr)xlxgn% dlgr:[i%'ed by Sadcx)lxgs,a;z
tter : but befides the R

i‘(g] eégx_ven, thereis a peculiar Sin the:c[ %lx]-ig .
etk .ns*ofllts Nature, and (o lets the Devg-i
th” and that is, Over-valuing Jome worla’ll

pﬂ:}rgg;’ ;e fm:i tl;:ﬂ Jl‘a}/_/ing into Difcontent and Imy
‘ e at tne lofs or want of jr ‘
!)reﬁks down his own Hedgefotr'WIzjf tlhat
1n the Trefpafler or Thief, He thar . ot

that ca
take God and Heaven as enough to cont:lelgg

him, is better withour his Idol, than to

_find Content = ir. *Tis meet_that Child

be left to cry, that will i
. I Cr

B‘iwfi_ I;u? Will 5 and cthat ywliflh?ulll:gth()t
ng(i,e ;éan crying. He chat will add 1:11
Gox lsI orrections, the Self-Torment of
fa?‘t?] vm};’).atxence, thall find Satan ready too
fay ezi‘a s Work. God is difoblj ed
fv en he is not trufted: And if 'wegc ’
heem: n?lt that he do. with us what he w(ijlr}‘
. W\l}v _?Ot do what we impofe upon hin :
1.13 ifdom, and not_our Flefh and F I-
Y, mult determine of all. his Way aﬁd_

ork.
II. And
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1I. And there have been many Enthufi-
afticks that Satan hath notorioufly deluded,
by pretended Angelical Revelation, for
fome great increafe of Knowledge: You
may find many fad Inftances in Epiphanius,
and other Hliftories of the old Hereticks.
And few Ages fince have been without
fome fuch. :

The Madnefs of Fobz of Leydens Manfter
Rebels fhewed it ; what Zeal and feeming
Fortitude did their deceiving Spirit infpire
them with, while by Murders they cryed up
their new Sion? Leo Fuda witnefleth, that
when the Flefh was pull’d off Clipperdotting
with hot Pincers, he {carce uttered a Com-
plaint or great regard of the pain.

Satan’s Hand was notorious in the delufi-
ons of David George in Folland, and of
Hacket, Coppinger s and Arthington here.
~ The horrid Wickednefs of the Ranters
‘here, proclaimed him to be their Teacher.

When the Quakers firft rofe here, their
Societies began like Witches, with Qua-
king, and Vomiting, and InfeGing others,
with breathing on them, and tying Ribbons

on their Hands. And their Aétions as well as

their Doctrine thewed their Mafter. When
fome, as propefying, walked through the

Streets of Cities naked ; and fome vaioly

undertook to raife the Dead (as Sufan Pier-

Jon at Woreefier ;) And ufally chey diﬁurbd-
€
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ed and publickly reviled the moft Godly
Miniflers worfe than the moft debauched
of the Rabble did.

He that would know how manifeftly Sa-
tan ruled fuch Enthufiafls in Germany, may
read it at large in Beckman’s Exercirations,
and in the Life of Paracelfus, teltify’d by
Opporinms, that lived with him as his Ser-
vant, and others that were affrighted with

his Drunken Rage and Satanical Con--
 verfe. '

And how dangerous it is to defire fuch
Converfe with Angels and Spirits, as God
hath not judged fuitable to our Cordition
herein the Fieth, the cafe of Facob Beb-
men and Dr. Pordage here, and his Society
may tell us. His chief Profelyte, Compa-
nion and Succeflfor (whofe name I mention
not for the fake of his Worthy Kindred )
condefcended to open fecietly to me in
Writing, his Judgment, by which I foon
faw that their Guide differed much from
the Scripture.  One of extraordinary Learn-
ing and Reputation, was a while diftracted
by going to them, to try their Way.
Some of my very much efteemed Friends
have been diftracted, and overcome with
Melancholy, by ttudying Bebmen and that
way. What Dr. ordage his Dotrine was,
you may f{ee partly in his Poftbumons Myfli-
cal Theology, publithed by his Friend Dr.
Hooker. Mr. Fowler of Reading accufed him

: as

‘my name a%‘ainﬁ Mt Fowler, as fpcakm% a-
‘gainft me,
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as 2 Caonjurer, and he hath publithed his
Defence in Folio, (which T may the rathér
mention, becaufe in it he hath made ufe of

or our differencé in expldining
the' Do&rine of Imputed Righteoufnefs.)
It ‘this ' Defence the Dr. confeffeth, th?_t
the Devil was too familiar in his. Houfe
(where a Society lived with him' that kept
their Exercifes and Hours of ﬁnfmg Night
and Day.) He (and his Friends) pretended
that he knew when good Spitits and when
‘bad - ones were about him, by Sinells and
Gufts, and the tempei of their Senfe and
Spirits. And he confeffeth, that in hig
great Room, the Devil a;fapeared to him by
Night in the likenefs of a Fiery Dragon
that almoft filled the Room, and long cou-
flicted with him.  And that once he made
on the Brick-Wall, over his Chimney,
the likenefs of a Coachdrawn by Tygers, fo
deeply imprefled, that they were fain to
ufe a Pick-Ax to cut it out of the Bricks:
And that the like Impreffion was on thie
Glafs of his Windows, which they conld
not wafhout. But all this he imputed to
Everard that intruded into his Society, ta-
king him to be the Conjurer : And he faich,
that when he was gone, he appeared to
him in the Night, walkingin his Chamber

in“Boots'and Spurs. _
N £o
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So that Diabolical AEparit_ions, and open
Effe@s were confefled

s declareth. _ .
" Among othérs, I think meet to add the

Hiftory of fome Enthufiafticks that I have
known, not as a Condemnation of their O-
pl':nio’ns , but of the way of receiving
them.

& Country Man of Inkburrough Parifh

“Cas he faid) in Worceferfhire, came to e

to Aéton near London, to tell me, that God
had revealed to him the truth of that thou-
fand Yeéars Reign of Chrift on Earths and
he was pofiefled with a ftrong Zeal to propa-
ﬁate.nt, and I muft needs gromete the pub-

ication of his Papers. examined him
how he came to his knowledge of it, and I
found it was not by any hard Study, nor
‘Zeal inReligion, nor by Reading any Book
for it, nor by Converle with any of that
Opinign , for he had been no fuch Man,
nor had come among fuch: But it was by
feeming Revelation, finding him Ignorant
and Enthufiaftical, I difpleafed him, by ad-
vifing him to fupprefs his Paperss and I
after heard that he turned diftracted.

At Coventry there dwelt with'me in the
Governours Houfe, Major #ilkje, a Scot=
tith Soldier, and a2 Scholar of confiderable
Learning 5 he was Engineer for Fortificati-
on. He would drink too much, and had

the figas of a heated Brain, byt no failin%‘ :
_ o

y him, ashis Book
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of his Reafon perceivable. He confident-
ly affirmed his conftant notice of Spirits
good and bad about him; that he had a

ood Genins and an Enemy: That one
iﬁght his Enemy faid, 7 have torn_his Li-
ver, and that he made a Chamber-Pot - full
of Blood in the Morning: He was confi-
dent, that Thunder and Lightning was the
Wars of Spirits, foretelling and refpecting
fuch .things below : He pretended to know
by the Thunder and Lightning which fide
in the Wars fhould have the Vié&ory : In
1643 or 1644, about a Year and half after
the Wars begun, he faid, That it was re-
vealed to him, that the War fhould endure
three Years and an half, and the Parliament
fhould Comﬁler; but their own Divifions
fhould after keep them long unfetled. He
faid, that being in Parss, in a clear Moon-
fhine Night (many Years before) being
walking in bis Chamber, and repeating Bx-
chanan’s Verfion of the fecond Pfalm, Quare
fremuerunt gentes,&c. fuddenly a great noife
made him look out, and he faw a Conttel-
lation in the fhape of a Lion Rampant a-
gainft the Moon, and while he long gazed
onit, one Leg broke off, and turned to the
fimilitude of a Cock, and after the three -
other Legs broke oft. And when he was
in Bed his good Spirit expounded it to him,
and told him, thiat the Moon was the
Church here, and the Affaulting Lion was
N 2 England,




g ar~ ++ e e 2

180  'An Hiftorical Difcourfe of

England, Wales, and_ Jreland, b the Kin
turned againt the Church :,thgt the Foogt
firft broken off, was Scotland, as a Cock,
by crowing awakened the other three, and
that all (hould end in' Conqueft of the Af-
faxigncg.l G

nd his Genius taught him.the Millena-
ry Reign of Chrift, and taught him how
to Expound many Texts for its as drink-
ing with them the Fruoit of the Vine new
that is, in its renewed Paradife ﬂatea.ami
the time of. Reftitution of all things, .
And he Expounded to him many other
Scriptures, as thac the Devils Contending a-
bout the Body of Aofes, was, that it might
be drowned in the Basket of Bulrufhes to
prevent what he was to do, &.

How much of this was true or falfe, I
know not 5 but I heard credibly, that after
fome time he was quite diftracted, partly
throu‘g]h want, and partly by a hot Brain
over-heated too oft with drinking. ’

What but Diabolical Delufion and Infti-
gation,could make Zexner and his Followers
that were for the Millepary Fifth Monar-
chy, to arife fo madly as two days to come
into fuch a City, and think by Arms to
conquer all Oppofers, at King Charles 1L
his beginning of the new Prelatical way of
Church Government : Men in their Wits
would not have o hafted to the Gallows.

A
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A little after the K. Ch.1L Parliament
and Bilhops began the overthrowing, di-
viding Works, which Bartholomew day,
Ang. 24. 1662. did bring to open Birth, a
Gentlewoman of London came to me fecree-
ly with her Sifter as Witnefs, (Perfonsas
commonly called of Quality and Moderati-
on) to be refolved how to Expound a
firange thing that had befallen her, which
was, That [ as fhe was praying in Secret, {he
<begg'd for Deliverance of the Church
¢ and Religion, and Minifters from the
¢ dreaded Sufferings that were determined,
« and the fad effeéts of Perfecution, Divifi-
¢ on and publick dangers ; and it was fud-
¢ denly given her, asan Aniwer, that there
¢ (honld be a fpeedy Deliverance, evenin a
¢ yery fhort time. She defired to know
¢ which way; and it was by fomewhat on
¢ ¢he King, which I refufed to hear out,
< whethet it was Change ot Death 5 it be-
¢ ing fet ftrongly on her as a Revelation,
¢ e earneftly pra{ed, that if this werea
¢ e Divine Impulfe and Revelation, Go
¢« would certify her by fome vifible figns
¢and fhe ventured to choofe the Sign her
¢ felf, and laid ber Hand on the outfide of
¢ che upper part of her Leg, and begg'd of
¢ God,thatif itwerea crue Anfwer,he would
¢ make on that place fome vifible marks
¢ and there was prefently the mark of black
¢ fpots,like as if a Hand had burnt its which

N 3 ‘her
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¢ her Sifter witnefled,{he faw prefently, and
¢ after, there being no fuch thing before.

I told her, that fhe had finfully tempt-
ed God, and gone out of his way into a
way of her own, and God might juftly for
it, give Satan power to deceive ‘her: But
yet, whether it would prove a Truthor a
Falthood, it was not I, but the Event that
mutft tell ber, and therefore that fhe muft
wait in-Patience and Innocency, and lay no
ftrels on fucha fign. )

But the Womans ftrange Impulfe and
Mark proved but a Delufion.

The Rofie-Crucians, and fuch as addiét
themfelves to find the Philofopher’s Stone,
have fome of them feemed to be deluded
by fome Evil Spirit; by the violence of
their Defires, and the blind confidence of
their Expe&ations, and the ill Means that
fome have ufed : Hiftories of fuch are too
many to be recited. Felix Platerss, in his
Obfervat. L. x. tellsus of one of his Famili-
ars, a Perfon of Honour and Wealth, a

Baron, and Religicus, and addicted to good
Works, that was fo fet upon it, that he
not only {o fpent his Time and Study, but
his Eftate, reducing himfelf and his Fami-
ly to great Poverty; and yet would never
abate his Confidence, that he was near at-
taining it : And though ftill fruftrate, he
was ftill near it : Infomuch that he labour-

ower,
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.ev. that with the Gold he made he
mgme:t;uild anew Bridge overthe Rn.ver,and
might build a Colle%ge for the Univerfity
¢ and though he dieda poor Man, a:tl)
left his Children Poor, he believed to the
laft, that hehwzti]s gelar ﬁndnlp 3 out what he
had he had longer lite. .
fo"l%gt’fuch deladed by Spirits, I think I
may add the Comforts of many _Perfons
that T have known, that long lived in doubé
of their Salvation, next Defpair: And.
when a Deceiver hath but drawn them to
change their Religion from sound Do&rine
to fome Error, they have prefently b.eeal
delivered from their Troubles, and live
in Peace and Confidence. It cannot be.fro(;n.
the Nature of the'New Dorines received 3
for it befals divers that turn to contrary
Do&rines from each other : Some that tuKl
‘Papifts, fome that turn Quakers, fome A
‘nabaprifts, fome Antinomiaas, fome Mik
‘lenaries, -and are againft each other, yet
have fudden Peace upon' their change. i
confefs; that the conceit of having fOll(tl
out 2 better way may do much s and the
diverfion of their thoughts to difpute may.
domuch: As Pes Foreftus tells us of a Me&
lanclioly Papift, that after other means p‘fe
in vain) was_at laft cured by cager di ptl‘l-
ting againtt cthe Protefiants : Buc when ‘t:) e
Perfons  before had no doubt of the Do-

@rines of Religion, bulil o:ly of the ﬁ’atgg
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of their own Souls, and when they had
no fuch Difputes to bring them to it, but
udden hearing a Seducer, and when it is
only Falfe Doctrine that comforteth them,
when found Do&rine profefled, couid not,
it feemeth to be done by a lying Spirit that
comforteth Men with Evil, as God’s Spirit
doth with Good. : _
_ Bodin tells us of a French Baron that con-
feft, that he worfhiped the Devil, and pray-
ed to him, and had Sacrificed nine Children
to him, and intended to have Sacrificed one
of hisowns and he ask’d him for what he
did this? And he faid, That be promifed ro
make him Great, and yet thar be never gave
kim any thing, and to make him know what be
defired to know, and yer tild.bim more Lies
than Truths : This promife of Knowledge was
the old Temptation to Eve: And yet Know-
ledge is the great Gift of our great Comfor-
ter, the Holy Ghofts fo that there is a
true~Comforting Knowledge ‘which God
giveth, and deceitful fhadow of it3 and a
ifelefs hurtful Knowledge by which Satan
comforteth the deluded : Its true, Needful
Saving Knowledge that is of God: Many
Conjurers have by the defire of knowing

what vain Curiofity is pleafed with, become
the Devil’s Slaves.

To what fort fhall we rank thofe Men
that tell Men of things ftolea.and loft, and
that fhew Men the Face of the Thieé lir;” a
' : ) latss
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» nd caufe the Goods to be brought
&gli;s’, awho are commonly called White
Witches : We have had fo many Credible
Reports of fuch, as alloweth not Reafon to
doubt of it. When I lived at Dudley,
Hodges at Sedgley , two Miles off (even
where famous William Fenner preacht) was
Jong and commonly accounted fuch a one :
Anﬁ when 1 lived at Kederminfter, one of
my Neighbours affirmed, that having his
Yarn ftolen, he went to Fodges (ten Miles
off ) and he told him, that at foch an Hour
he {hould have it bronght home again, and
put in at the Window, and fo it was; and
as I remember, he fhewed him the Per-
fons Face in a Glafs 5 yet I do not think
that Hodges made any known Contra&
with the Devil, but thought it was an effect

of Art.

CHAP.
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"CHAP. X
Other Strange Providences obferv-
' able.

I Have, in other Treatifes, named fone
A TInftances of fuch Succefs of Prayer, as
hath not been unprofitable to me: I will
here mention fome of them, and add fome

_ more.

Only I will Kremife this Caution to the
Reader. r. That it is no certain fign of
the Innocency or Sanétity of the Perfon de-
livered, that it was done by a wonderful
manner upon Prayer. Nay, it i§ not un-
ufual, for the Guilt of fome great Sin, to
bring the Suﬂ'erinﬁ, from which by Prayer
they are delivered; and God may hear o-
thers, for the deliverance of fuch Sinners:
2. Nor is it any certain fign of the San-

“&ity of thofe whofe Prayers are {o heard,
(though it bea very encouraging Mercy to

them,) any more than Prophefying, an

Cafting out Devils, and_doing wonderful
Works in the Name of Chrift, Mar.7. was
a Proof that the Agents were not rejeted
Workers of Iniquity. It is the Honour of
God, and the Regard which he hath to the
Faith and Prayers of the Diftreffed, or o-
thers, and of the Souls that he would con-

vinces
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vince ; which thefe, and fih like Inftances
o declare. ' ‘
do dci\nd I will omit many Inftances of
Perfons recovered from the Jaws of Death,
juft at the Hour while we have been pray-
ing for them for, though this be much to
me, it will not be fo to the Unbeliever,
who will fay, that it was not from that
Caufe, but would have been if you had not
prayed. And I muft confefs that I have
prayed for the Life of many a dear Friend,
whom God hath not recovered, but taken
aw:.y'Nor will T mention any one Inftance
of the Succefs of my own Prayers, or any
others. when I joined with them ; but on- .
-ly of fome plain, poor, humble, Godly Per-
l%ns, who ufed that fort of fervent Prayer
which fome deride. For Iam a very un-
worthy Perfon my felf, in comparifon of
many of thofe poor, humble, blamelefs Per-
fons, whom I then had the Overfight of.

. In general, I may fay, that I have di-
vetl's timges, after long difabling Weaknefs
and Pain, been enabled within 2 Day or
two to come to Church again, and go onin
my Work, when my poor Neighbours have
fpent 2 Day in Fafting and Prayer for me.

" 1L When at Milborne in Darby[hire I was
i eding about an
gwexfl up for dead, by bleeding bout, 20
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i) § howdred and twenty Ounces at the Nofe, <er long P2in and Weaknefs, read- . -
I l- after other Weaknefles and Bleedings ma: inguaLLﬁgn Bool%of one Gerhard, a Foreign
nr ny Years, my Father and Mother-in-Law Phyfician, I found in him, that his own Fa-
1 ¥ dwelling in Shrewsbury, the Report came to ther hadbeen cured of fome of my Diftem-
i ¢ them there that I was dead. y Mother-- pers (as | then thought) by daily fwallowiog
1§ in-Law was, by the Governar, and other : 2 Bullet of pureft Gold : 1 got one of the
i Friends, exhorted to bear it patiently. She weight. of 2 "Twenty-Shilling-piece » and,
; "J [ently retired to fecret Prayer s where (wa%lowed it, but it remained in mes and
fI'l - fhe profeffeth, that a Trembling and Con- hearing of 2 Gentleman within twelve Miles
/! ;Q! cuffion of her Body furprizing her, (e fele of me, that lately did the like, and it ne-
o that which conftrained her to fay what fhe ver paf'd from him, but he quickly died,
, Bl did when fhe came forth, (to her Friends,) , made me take Clyfters and Purges, buc
g viz, [ He w not dead, but (hall live for far- none of them ftirred it. My poor praying
i ther Service.] And hereupon they fent a MNeighbours (not- then fearing the Canon;
K Meflenger from Shremsbury to fee; who which ftriétly forbiddeth it) fet apart a
K found me alive,] and brought them the Ti- Day, to faft and pray for my Deliverances
I dings. This was in February, 1646. My andy That Morning it came away, after many
¥ Mother-in-Law is yet living, about Ninety Woeeks ahode, ( three or fours) and they
i two Yearsof Ages the Daughter of Sit Tho- fpent the reft of the Day in Thankfgiving.
{ i[ was Hunkes. Two of her Brothers, Sit Foulke
il Flunkes, and Sit Henry Hunkgs; were known IV. Inmy Weakne(s, being under Phy-
} i Soldiers for the Kings the one Governor of Gick with Dr. Wrighs, then living in Shrew/~
‘ ‘H‘i Shrew:bury, and th.e Other Of B:mbnry-Ca_ b“ry, there ruddenly rofe upon one of thc
[ ftle 2 while. She is one. that hath fpent a "Tonfils of my Throat a round Tumounr,
. greac part of het Life in fecret Prayer, with feeming to me as hard asa Bone, and aboue ]
i great Negleé of the Fleh and World, and as big as a great Peafe, or fmall Button, balf i
t onging to die, and be with Chrift, which out of the Flefh, and half in. 1 feared leit g
gié fhe hath not yet obtained, but will ere ' it would prove a Cancer 3 but the Ddcror |
| long. (Since the Writing of this, dead, at told me, he did not_ think fo, bug what it ;
i Ninety {ix, in full Underitanding, and great was he knew not; but perfuaded (having !
*’i? Holinefs.) firft tried diflolving and diflipating Meag
A |
‘5,;’ I1I. After , ‘al
A, H




190  "An Hiftorical Difcourfe of

in vain) to Tﬁet it only with Gargarifms of

hot Milk: It increafed but little, but no
Means altered it, till (as I remember) a-
bout a quarter of a Year after, my Con-
fcience reproved me, that having had fo ma-
ny great Mercies upon Prayer, Inever gave
sod the Honour or Thanks of publick men-
tioning them, for fear of feeming to feek
fome Glory to my felf; being the next
Morning to preach my Lecture, I obeyed
my Confcience, and mentioned them in the
Words fince printed and publifhed in the
Second Part of my Saints Everlafting Reft,
~ being then upon the nyroof of the Truth of

the Scriptures : I had before conftantly fele:
it, (and too oft looked at in the Glafs.)
As foon as I had preached and fpoken thofe
Words, I felt no more of it. As I came
oat of the Pulpit, I put my Finger in my
Mouth to feel it, but could feel nothing’:
I hafted home to the Glafs, and faw that
there was neither Pola, vel Veffigium, vel
Cicatrixz 3 no Cavity, Tumour, Difcolour-
ing, nor any fign where-ever it was; and I
am fure I neither fpit it out, nor fwallowed
it; and to the laft Hour it feemed as hard
as a Bone. '

V. Richard Cooke, a Mercer in Kniver,
was long a Man of a pious, unblameable
Life, and one of the chief of good old
M. fohn Grofs (fingg Minifter here in 5ri—

a)~
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day-fireet) his Congregation: When Icame
to Kederminffer, he removed thither, 2
took a Houfe the next Door to me; whig
proved old, dangerous, and fo ill a Bargain,
as caft him into melancholy Doubts that he
did not well to leave his Habitation.  His
Father before him had loog lived, and ac
laft died in Diftration. :l'algm%_too much
hot Waters, to comfort him in his Sadnefs,
Nature, Trouble, and thofe together, pre-
vailed to his utter Diftra¢tion. He fo con-
tinued, from 1642. to 1646. The beft

Means, by fuch as were moft noted for cu-
ring that Difeafe, were ufed, and all in
vain. My Neighbours of Kederminfter re-
folved not eafily to give over Fafting and
Praying with and_for him, till he was re-
covered : Divers Days all feemed in vain,
but at laft he amended, and hath been re-
covered (without any other Remedy) now
from 1646, to this prefent time, 1678,
though not altogether of fo perfeét firength
of Brain as before, yet of competent Un-
derftanding. About a Year or two ago I
aw him in London, and I hear heis yetalive

and well, 1678.

V1. Thomas Giles, the Son_of Mr. Giles
of Aftley, one of the then Committee in
Worcefter[hire, was fent to be an Apprentice
in Worcefter. After a Fever, (as they told

me,) he fell into a violent Epil¢pfie: g&gg
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much Phyfick in Worceffer, and opening his
Head, and all in vain, his Mother took him
home to her in Kederminfer 5 where, being
a Widow, (Le came to {ojourn, purpofely
for the Comgany of Godly People there.
Mr. Fackson, the Phyfician of the Town, (my
dear and faithful Friend, now, 1678. a Phy-
fician in Shkrewsbury,) and I confulting, we
ufed in vain what Means we could. His
Fits were fometimes twice or thrice a Pay :
- We were fain to put a Key into -his Mouth;
left-he {hould bite off his Tongue. At laft,
the forefaid praying Perfons refolved tot

the old Remedy of Fafting and Praying, till
he was recovered. The firlt Day they found
no Succefs : AsI remember,it was the fecond
Day, while they were together, praying, he
was fuddenly cured ; and as his Mother and
they that dwelt with him, told me, had ne-
ver one Fit fince. Hereupon his Mother
bound him Apprentice to Mr. Fobrn Allen,
anhoneft Apothecary in Kederminfter, whom
he ferved feven Years, and is now an Apo-
thecary in Staffords f{ince deads Mr. Alen,
the Phyfician, and almoft all that prayed for
him.being yet alive. I was prefentatnone of
all thefe Days my felf. Ifyou ask me, Why ?
1. My Weaknefs, and my publick Work

much hindred me. 2. I'was worfe than they

and had not their Faith, and Fervency, an
Patience ; and becaufe we have no abfolute
Promife of {uch Deliverances; I was aﬁ-ziiczt,

A €
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left if we fafted and prayed fo long as they
refolved to do, it° would have turned to
fome Reproach or Difcouragement if we
did not prevail. 3. But I have joyiied with
them more than once, when we have, to
our great Encouragement, prevailed. Bug
thofe Inftances I promifed to pretermit.

- In fumm, I verily believe that I have
been kept alive thefe forty Years, but no-

~ tably thefe thirty eight, by the Prayers of

many berter than my felf, prevailing with

- God, through the Interceffion of our great

Medidtor.

VIL. I willadd one fad Story, leaving
all to the Readers Judgment, to warn the
beft toavoid Temptation , and to tell them
that Satanhath his wiles by Mens Sin, to
blaft the Glory and Comfort of Delive-
rances. : .

In Bewdley, a Sanguine firong Maid, fell
into ftrange Hifterical Fits: It began by
Stoppage of the Menftrua, I gave her Caftory
andp Rad. Ostratii, and Sem. Dauci on- Fo-
reftws Commendation ,  and fhe began tobe
better : But I being driven out of the
Country by War, and Mr. Robert Morton

- ( Dr. MortonsFather ) their Paftor and Phy-

fitian driven after me to Coventry, fhe was
left without help, and grew worfe than
ever: Till at lalt I think by a furor weeris,
nns €% Corruptione Semim‘:), fhe feemed ;}og

¢
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feft bya Devil: Ini her Fits, many could not’

hold "her , fhe would be caft off her Bed, .

and upon it again , by a force far above
her ftrength, as the. Beholders Judged :
They fhewed Needles and Pins, and Cords
brought to her, none knew how , to kill
her felf : A Papift coming to Cure her thei

way , the told thém of his coming far off,
and laught at his Holy Water. In her fits
the would Sweaf , Curfe, and Rageagainft
any that were Rel

that. were Vicious, and be merry with
them : Thus fhe continued from 1642. till
1646. or 1647. When Ireturned home, I
went to fee her , and Prayed once by her,
and came toher no more. At laft my pray-
ing Neighbours encouraged by their Succels,
for others refolved to joyn with fome of
Bewdley, to Faft and Pray by her , till: the
was recovered : While they were Praying,
fhe was ufually in violent Rage, and af-
ter thanke them s after many days, in the

midft of thie Day , while' Mr. Tho. Wareof
Kederminfter was Yraying ,-fhe fell on the ~

Floor like a Block, and having lainfo a
while, cryed out, He # gone, He w gones
"The Black, Dogis gone : And {he never had
a Fitafter. L
" But coming to our Leéture, two Miles,
{he was as uncomfortable as ever; cry:ng to
me, Oh, You know not how bad I am! AndI

ignorantly told her, what Comfort her De-
- liverance

igious , and Hugg thofe
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Jiverance might give her: But fhe con-
tinued ber Self-Accufing. But hear the
worft. e
""She being poor, many_good People in
‘Charity. look’d to her in her Fits: But, a-
bove-all, one young Man, as far from be-
ing fufpe@ed of any Hypocrifie, Errour, or
Vice, as any in Bewdeley, was more with
her than the reft: And. {eeing her, in her
Fits, tofs her naked Boc%rabout, fhe bei
ftrong and comely, his Luft was provoked,
which he exercifed on her s but preserjici-

‘endo femen 3 which eafing her for the time,
“enticed him the more to do it oft, asan Aét
.of (Wicked) Compaffions -which did but

more Enrage her Difeafe: When frequen-
¢y had hardened him , -ac laft after her De-
Tiverance, . it was made known: And O the
Advantage that Satan got by it! The {ad-
nefs of thofe that Prayed for her : So thac
we durft not name it as an Anfwer of Pray-
‘er; left the mention fhould ferve toa
Reproach., For my part , I think that a
Real pofleffion was added to the fauror are-
zinus, in punifhment of their Sin. He Mar-
ryed her , and profefled deep Repentances
but I advifed them for_all that, not to re-
ceive him to Church-Communion.

" 1 have read and heard of feveral Perfons
that have had notices by Revelation,

when they {hould die: 1 will give here
02 ' but
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but one Inftance, of an excellent young
Man, Mt. Tyro; butT mutt confefs, that
one. of his Acquaintance affirmed to me,
that having -been formerly of-a Jocund

Merry 1 empei, he became 1o very {eriods

in Religion, and o’ fervent a Preacher in
* ‘@Wagar, and {0 Zealous for his own and other
‘Mens  Salvation; thar he thought Melan-
choly might decéive’his_Emagination,’ ds to
‘the Voice he ‘wisconfident he heard. I

lay'no _great ftrefs on the Initances-but he

profefled the ‘contrary himfelf; and Mr. -
- Brand extols him; ‘and Colonel ‘Rich and
-his, Lady, (well known by Mt." Serong's
-Books which {he publifhed, taking them in

(hort Charaéters, then called the Lady E/-
zabeth Carre) did both believe him; as

‘you may {ee by the two following- Letters.

And Mr. Lewss in the foregoing ‘Lett
and Mr. Davss telling me‘how% ’co%mohf{)sé
forwarnings of Death, are in their Coun-
trey, maketh it the eafier to me to believe
the words of 10 good and fober a Man as
Mr. Zyro, : SR

cd.

'
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 Colonel Rich of Stondon-Hall

. in Effex bis Letter in relation
to Mr. Tyro; together, with
bis Ladies relating to the [ame
perfon.

S IR, :

: OUR Neighbour, Mr. Hatt, informing

your defire to know from my felf

and Wife, the Relation of a Providence
more than ordinary, with -which Mr. Iyro *
was exercifed before he came a Sick-Refi-
dent under my Roof, I muft therefore refer
you to the Account, which my Wife here-
with gives you, the Truth whereof I am
fully fatisfied, which was from Mr. Tyro’s
own Mouth to her only, when I was at
Lendon, the Narrative of which, fhe gave
me at large the fame Night I returned
Home, though I was confirmed in my Be-
lief of it by fome Difcourfe I had with
him afterwards, during his Sickne(s, before
which he and 1 perufed feveral of your .
Tractates made publick, with a joynt-plea-
fing Approbation s efpecially, that which is
intituled, The dying Thoughts ; alfo another,
wiz, The Cruacifying the World by the Crofs
of Chrift; we having 3 mutual fatisfaction
3 in
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in each others Converfes his ral
Parts, Gifts and Grace togesthe:', vl:?l:ufxﬁ
Holy Life, conftrained my defire and en-
deavours to accommodate him to his laft
Breath, for I found him a true Difciple of

Chrift our L i
o bgrg) :gg, Mafter, in whom I

S 1R,

3

Tour affectionate Servane,

Stondon-Hall .«
near fingar in Nath. RlCh--
Effex, May16. :
1691.

The
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ZThe Lady Riqh’s Letter,

S 1R,

IN Obedience to your defire by Mr. Hatz,
to have it under my Hand, what he
told you of Mr. Tyro, who was fent by
Mr. Brand at Bifhops-Hall near London, to
Preach at Ungar in Effexs and to prevent
miftakes, I think fit, in order to your Sa-
tisfation, to giveyou this Account of hims
and therein take occafion to let you know,
how gredt an Honour and Efteem he had
for you. Sir, I believe, had you known
him, you would have rank’d him among
thofe * Worthies_that you have help’d to
Heaven, for he followed you asyou ollow
Chridt. About feven Weeks. before his
Death. when there was hope of recovery,
he told me, he had fomething to tell me,
that he haci not imparted to any Body, and
exprefled it thus, When I was one Evening
returning to my Lodging, then at Ungar,
from this Houfe, being then in 2 good de-
gree of Health, and in a f{erious frame,
meditating by the way, I heard a voice
fay, You fhall die, and not pafs your five
and thirtieth Year of Age, which Voice a-
ftonifhed me greatly , and looking round
about me, feeing no body , put me into

great Confternation and Sweat all over me,
04 {uchi
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fuch as T never fele ( though I dare not
compare it to drops of Blood) yet I cannot
exprefs how dreadful it was. You know,
Madam, my Principles, and that I am no
Enchufiaft, and how cautious I amas to Re-
velations: But I am fure this wasno Melan-
choly Fancr. but an auricular Voice. After
Ihad a lictle recovered my felf ; I begg’d of
God to difcover to me, if this were from
him, or a Delufion from Satan, but fill the
Impreflion remained, though I tought God
by Prayer moft part of that Night ; and you
may remember, in my next Vific, I told
you, I thould die {kortly, but I did not te]l
you of theVoiceI heard. And then he added,
Thisis my five and thirtieth Year of Ages
in Fuly nexe I fhall be fo old. And many
other Expreflions he added, which is too
much for a Letter; but he died in Fams-
ary 1630. I caruot omit, Sir, to let you
know, how much he defired the happinefs
of a gerfonal Converfe with you s though
be did write to you formerly, when he was
under great trouble of Confcience, and
you were plealed to write to him again,
though his Name was unknown to you,
and God made you inftrumental to his Re-
lief and Comfort : He told me, whenever
he heard you preach, there was fuch a Pre-
fence of God accompanied your Miniftry.
that he fele both Fear, and Trembling, an
Joy poflefs Lim ac unce. He reading
fome
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e Book of yours, daily, whilft he was
;fg‘?ny Houfe, efpecially your Dying 1 houghts,
which on his Death-Bed, be feﬂt’ as the
beft token of his Love, to his Schoolmaftex
at Hackney, Mr. Odely » and fhed many
Tears upon it, calling it, The fweer and
dear Companion of bis Life, chargnqg the
Meffenger to bid his Mafter read it, and
prepare to follow him fhortly. '
1 beg your Pardon for this long trouble,
T could do no lefs than exprefs this Kind-
nefs to the Dead, who yet fpeaks out your
great Worth to me, defiring your Prayers,
that his lofs to fo dark a Corner as ours is,
may be Santified: And that your Life may
be prolong’d in time, and you may have a
full Reward in Eternity, is the Praygr of,

SIR,
Your obliged and

affeltionate S&vant,

Stondon-Hall 1 ich.
near #ngar in -Ehz' Rlch
Effex, May13, _

1691,
But
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.. Butit is not my Bufinefs to mention al]
things that are ftrange and unufual, but fuch
asprove the Operations of Spirits. ZLycof
fhene.: de Prodigiss wel Mirabilibns, will tel]
you in Folio of Wonders. '
The Falling or Raining of a Grain at
-Bridgenorth, like a dried Rye-Corn, ‘in a
thin, whitith Husk, about 1639, And of
a Grain at Shrewsbury, almoft like a  fmall
Parfnip-Seed, about three or four Years
ago, feem ftrange. But Exhalations might
raife them from Sea or Land, though the
Marvel lieth in the ftrangenefs of the
Grains, neither of them being fuch ‘as are
here known by any that I fhewed them to.
I had the laft from Dr. Fackson, a Phyfician
in Shrewsbury, (my dear Friend, now with
Chrift,) who told me that it fell there in
many places, efpecially about St. Mary’s
Church. The former (coming to live at
Bridgenorth, 1640.) I had of Mr. Madffard
the Minifter, and” old Mrs. Grey of Ezvile,
a Godly Womans who affuired me that
much of it fell in the Church-yard, and on
ihe Leads of the Steeple. I kept both
ong.

The former I once before mentioned ;
whence the Author of the Second Part of
The Mifchicfs of Separation, feconding Dr.
Stillingfleer’s Firft Part, (famed commonly
t0 be Mr. Long of Exerer, a Member of the

Con-
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Convocation,) took occafion to feign me
to fay, that it rained Manna at Bridgenorth
when I came thither.] Men and Books of
fuch Veracity are they, that poor Eugland
and the Chriftian World fuffers by ; and, I
fear, is yet like to fuffer more by, while
Demons are {o powerful.

~ There are many. things that Ignorance

caufeth Multitudes to take for Frodigies.

1 have had many difcreet Friends that have

been affrighted with the Noife called a
Death-Watch, whereas I have fince, near

threefcore Years ago, oft found by trial,

that it is a Noife made upon Paper, by a

lictle, nimble, running Worm, juft like a
Loufe, but whiter and quicker : And it'is
moft ufually behind a Paper pafted to a
Wall, efpecially to-Wainfcot ; and is rare-
ly, if ever heard, but in the Heat of Sum-
mel‘- ’ : ; °

But who can deny it to be a Prodigy,
which is recorded by Aelch. Adamus, of a
great and good Man, who had a Clock-
Watch that had layen in 2 Cheft many
Years unufed ;- and when he lay dying, at
Eleven a-Clock, of it felf, in that Cheft,
it ftruck Eleven, in the hearing of many.

~ Becaufe many have fpoken and written
of a-Thorn at Glaffenbury in Sommtsgi'tjhire,_
that flowreth juft on Chriffmafs-Day, I

- thought
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thought it a thing worthy my beft Enqui-

ries: And let Men proceed “to think that
there is more in it than there is, I annex
thefe following Letters, from credible Per-
{ons chat were well known in that Country:

Mr. William Thomas’s Letter con-
cerning the Glatton Thorn : To-
gether with - two other Enclofed
Letters to the fame purpofe.

S IR,

‘] Nderftanding by my Son, your Defjre

to enquire about Glafton Thorn, 1 did
immediately (being not able to travel my
felf in fuch a Seafon) fend to fuch as I
thought might beft inform me 5 whofe Infor-

mation you have in the two inclofed Letters ;
~ the one from the Minifter of Glafton, the
other from Mr. Chetwind, Paftor at Wells 5
both of them underftanding and Godly Men,
¥ was nut fatisfied with Mr. Winney's Let-
ter, becaufe he wrote not of the Graff ta-
ken from this Thorn, now growing, (when
the o'd Thornisgone.) Something it feems
there was in the nature of the Plant, for that
Graft (hoots forth much fooner than any o-
ther Thorn, and about that time, though ie

do
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do | Feat in bloffoming juft on the
%)a;l‘ qtbttxtt‘gfte‘r' it; which may be becaufe
the Spil is not fo_fuitable to it, as thatmﬁs
to the other.— I fhould have thought t alls
had been all the Wonder, viz. the natural,
rare and rath Bloffoming of that Thorlx;,

ot perhaps from Foreign Parts,) made (by
%ame’)’ to cry Chriftmafss but that the In-
formation in the firft Letter (and Teftimo-
ny) is fo punctual, that it feems to evmclci
more. But (howioever) that which we ca
Chriftmafs-Day is not to gain_its Eftimation
from fuch a Providence, but from Scripture,
from Reafon, at leaft, from a due De,mon;_
firation that that was (indeed) the Day 91
Chrift’s Birth; which (perhaps) nothing will
proye, unlefs it be the Thorn. I fpeak not
againt the Cuftom of the Church, in re-
membring the Birth of Chrift, though I con.
ceive Chrift’s own Day is better for it than
any -other ; 1 mean, the Lord’s Day; unto
which, -when Men’s Days be added, the
Lord":’Day,‘: and the Lord of that Day, fuf-
fer by their juftling with i. A Subordina-
ion will not ferve, but it arifeth toa Co-
ordination and Competition 5 yea, a Pre-
larion. _ acing of

hatI fpeak of is, the Nobilitating o
unl?xltl\tcgrgain %)ay, upon infufficient l.Evl;-
dence.— If I fhould fay, the Thorn might
£o bloffom (by Providence) as a juft Harden-

ing of the wilfally fuperRitious, (a great pa‘r);_
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of whofe Religionit is, to put 2 Crown up-
on Chriftmafs-Day, caring little for Chrift,
or as a Trial of the truly Confciencious, to
fee' whether they will build their Religion
upon a famous Thorn, and be fo tamed by it,
as to clofe with the Superttition and Pro-
fanenefs -of that time.— .1 fay, if I fhould
fpeak thus, it might be thought 2 Paradox,
(and yet I remember your Lights in Wales,
which thew (I think) “what God gives the
Devil leave to do.) I fhall content my felf
therefore with fending you the Relation, and.
leave you and others (better able. than my
felf) to confider of it— Only thisI may fay,
thae fuch a Providential Rarity is too low a2
thing to put a Divinity upon that Day : And
yet, to make it a Divine Teftimony is .( I
think) the meaning of thofe that are willing
to make the moft of it; I do not fay, the
beft of it. Co el
Sir, I am much engaged to you, for your
great Pains with my Sons having lately re-
ceived from him yourgood Anfwers to his
Affembly-Queries, with his Replies: For
Reafon is reftles; and it is the Mifery of
thofe who fec it up too high, that it can fo
far (I do not fay 1o well, for ’tis all naught
as far as Scripture and it jarr) fhift for it felf;
and they are apt to think they are found, if
they be not filenced , when Errour in Pra-
&ice _hath much to fay for it felf, and Er-
rour in Opinion much more. .
_ Having

[

e 207

TApparitions and Witck | |

{1avi imfelf to Dr. Hammondy

lcﬂf th]l(i)% Eg%l::ngngim thence, thinking

({;‘elbein'g 2 |éarned Man) he might get fome-
t

ing from him, efpecially in the matcer of

Original Sin 3 about which, the Do¢tor hath

i h
iven hi d Animadverfions, (thoug
%cl)‘r’:gthl;tl\zl i%xo::‘)h‘ m hath not fo good an A-

) ang fwers them alfos and {0

: :i%)isa:g F}.‘:d,a'xt‘ill God humble the H%gi_:
>Ti one Symptom of the Hereditary it
eéafe of Origina} Sin, that that Sin is no mote
acknowledged, and lamented- i N
God thae raifech fuch e gsof lre,
'tiops,'lgnd 'l?;tll(ggtlieo:%, and make them con-

;g'; tt((:)rt‘l)nem{'elves, that they may be ccar

\ im: won that Grotind
a?gg:ea?lga;%gﬁ; tlll\al:dTg%'od ﬂl:l Ihi?lg: are
poffible. . S

- With all loviog and thankful Refpects,
IReft, -
Your obliged Friend

and Brother,

Obly, Will. Thomas.

Feb.29. 1659

M.
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Mr. John Chetwind’si enclofed
. Letter.

Reverend and much Honoured Sir,

N anfwer to your Letter, thefe are to

B inform you, That the old Thorn in the
times of the War, was rooted up, and is
utterly gone 5 and as for Mr. Gallop’s Graff,
I have enquired of a Gentleman, that was
his Pacient, and "lived divers Yearsin' ‘Mr.
Gallops Houfe, and obferved the Budding
and blofloming of it, who informed me,
thac it doth fhoot forth and Bud and Blof-

fom near about that time, but not upon -

the day, but in fome fpace after it, much
rather thanother Thorns ufually do. * This
is all the Account I can give you of it,
I have no more_to add, but mine and my
Wife’s kindeft Refpeéts to your felf and
good Wife, and that I am .

Tonr moft: refpectful Friend,
e John Chetwind.

i
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Mr. Winney’s Inclosd Letter
concerning the Glafton-T horn.

Worthy Sir,

REal f.ove and Thanks prefcribed , ¢e.
Thefe are to acquaint you, thac I
Received a Letter from you, wherein Mr.
Thomas’s Requeft to you, is, that the exact-
eft and moft punétual Account, of the ufu-
al Story of the Blofloming of Glaffonbury-
Thorn on Chriftmas-day, might be found
outs I -have upon your Requelt fearched
more. of it,than ever I thought to crouble my
felf to do,and have converfed with the moft
Ancient that I knew, and was dire&ed to,
and think thofe that are Credible, they
offer to aver it upon Oath, what they tell
me: Thus one Ancient Man tells me, that
he hath gone on the Eve to it, and he hath
found it like another dead Thorn, without
any Bloflom, or likelihood to have afud-
den forwardnefs to it, only fome Evidence
of the Appearance of the breaking out
the Buds, and but an Appearance per-
ceivable, and he hath gone on Chrifmas-day,
and found the Blofloms as though it was
the midt of May, and gathered them,and
fent them many Miles, and had good Re-
wards ; this the Man will depofe upon his
Oath. At the fame tinif this Man was at
. my.

S ot oo e — = S Pl
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my Houfe,there came occafionally,an ancient
Womanr, a Neighbour, whofe Teftimony
1 believe fit to be received, who earneftly
affirmed this, that in the time of Queen
Ann, the lived with one Sir Tho. Hughes,
in Wells, a Juftice of Peace, whe purpofely
fent his men (two of ‘them) to kaow <the
Truth, that he might fatisfie any that might
make enquiry, and on the Eve, towards
Night, they found it as another Thorn; on-

ly the breaking out of the beginning of

Buds, and ftaying in Gleftonbury all Night,
to obferve, as near as might be, the time
when they began to fprout forth into a per-
fe&t Bloflom, they have gone again toward
‘the turn of the Night, and have found the

perfect Bloflom about two or three of -thie -

Clock, fo that at Morning they have re-
turned to their- Mafter with them, which
fhe told me, fhe faw when they brought it
home: And another Man tells me the {fame
Story as the firft; only with this variation,
His Father (and Godfather living at Barh)
went the Eve’s Eve, and found nothing but
Buds, and on Chriftmas-day in the Morning,
found the Blofloms, and his Father fent
themto Bath to his-Godfathet, becaufe he
wene thither home to keep his Chriftmas :
And 2 Woman at the fame time told me,
fomething much like the Second, that fhe
hath gone the Eve, late at Night, and with
a Lanthorn and Candle with her Company,

ftayed
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ftayed four Hours, to fee, if it might be,
the manner of the fprouting out of it 5 and
in that fpace faw that it Bloflomed, the
Green-boughs, the length of half the Fore-
finger to the middle Joint 3 what Mr.Gallop’s
Graft of this old Tree doth, I fhall leave -
you to him to be certified. Both our
Loves to your felf and good Wife. Mr.
Stuks and his Wife, deliring one Favour
in the Clofe, that you would be pleafed
to take pains, to begin our Leé&ure the next
Tuefday. 1 have not had buc one Affiftant
I think, this feven or eight Weeks : I
fhall be abfent my felfs 1 intend, if pleafe
God, to be at Briffol Fair, where 1 have
fome Bufinefs, and pray fend me word of
it, that I may be aflured, A

I reft,

Yours,

In all Bonds of Love,

__ Glafton, * Sam. Winney:
Fan. 21, 1652,




1 have oft wonder’d at the commonly be-
lieved Gift of the Kings of England and
France, to heal the Seruma: All my doubt
thath ftill been of the Matter of Faét, whe-
ther it be fuch a real Gift of Hea!in%, or
not : For if it be, T will not be fo bold as
1o ask ‘God a Reafon of it: Or why he giv-
eth itto thefe Kings, rather than to-others:
Nor will I dithonour his Gift, as if it were
not his, becaufe 1 know not his Reafons
gio more than Chrift did the Miracle done
ac the Pool in Fersfalem, upon the Angel’s
quoving the Water; or, with Naaman, fay,
Ave not Abanah and Pharphar as good Warer
s Jordan » 1 have long enquired of all the
Phyficians, and others, that 1 could, of the
Reality of the Succefs 5 whether it be not
the Gold, the Change of Air, -or the Con-
ceit: And I never heard fo much, as to put
me paft all doubt. But many credible Phy-
ficians fay, as Mr. Wifeman (a Chirurgeon
that had much Opportunity of knowing )
doth in his Book of Chirurgery, [ Thar
though all are not cured, yet more are cured by
ity than by all the Phyficians in England.]

I know, the true Original of it alfo, and !

its Occafion is much in the dark ; butl leave
his to other Men’s Enquiry : Only I fay, if
the Matter of Fat prove certain, there can
be no great doubt, but it proveth the Go-

verning Agency of Iovifible, .lntelleétu?}

Powers.
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France, rather than to

of the Religion or Piety o
caufe if any have this Gift,
ry Religions have it and t
as the beft 5 and Ufurpe
fulKings. And I hearo
tend . to it, but the kings of England and
France : And will the Kin
it for his Glory, toheal a
Sore, and to kill many thoufand ]
by the Sword, and burn their Cities 2
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If it be miraculous, it feemeth to be en
eailed on the Kingdoms of England and
be any Approbation:
f the Kings ; be-
Kings of contra~
he worft, as well
aswell as Righte-
f no other that pre-

of France take:
w Perfons of a
oufand Innocents

P 3

CHAP.
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CHAP XIL

R. Emlin, (before mentioned about
Mr. Pacy’s Sifters,) now a worthy
Preacher in Dublin, having told me this by
Word of Mouth, I defired him to fend it

fufficiently attefted 5 which he doth, as
followeth.

.

Mr. Emhin’s Letter concerning

an Apparition at Belfaft in Ire-
land.

Rewverend Sir,

Have been very uncafie to think that I

fhould {o long delay the Anfwer of your
Defire abouc the Affair related underneath :
The diftance of the Place in which it was
tranfacted, with the {flownefs of my Corre-
fpondent in Replies, hath made me unca-
pable of giving you {o full and quick Satif-
faction, as might elfe have been, All that
1 can relate at prefenc is briefly this, viz.

There having been along Conteft be-
tween Lemwcl sviarshews, Archdeacon in the

County
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~ounty of Downz, and Clandius Gilbert, Mi-
gﬂ‘ér }(’)f Belfast , about .thc_exr Right to
Drumbeg. a fmall Parifh within four Miles
of Belfast, it proved very troubleforme to
the Parithioners, who generally paid their.
Dues to Mr. Gilbert the Incumbent in Pof-
feflions but. the Arch-deacon claimed the
fame to be paid to him alfo, for which he
procured a Warrant 5 and in the Execution
of it by his Servants, at the Houfe of one
Charles . Loftin , one of the Parifhionets,
they offered fome Violence to his Wife,
who refufed Entrance to them, who died
within a few Weeks after the Injury re-
ceived ; but fhe being otherwife an infirm
Woman, little notice was taken of her
Death, till that fome time after, by her
ftrange Appearance to one Thomas Donelfon,
( a Spedator of the'V iolence done to her,)
{he affrighted him into a Profecntion of Ro-
bers Ecclgfon, the Criminal. Sheap eared
divers times, but chiefly upon oue ord’s
Day-Evening, when the fetch d him, with
a {trange Force, out of his Houfe, into the
Yard, and Fields adjacent. Before her laft
Coming, (for fhe did fo three times that
Day,) feveral Neighbours were called in,
to whom he gave notice that fhe was again
coming , and becken’d to him to coxrl\c
out; upon which, they went to fhut tp e
Door, but he forbad it, {aying, 1:hatl .;:16;
looked with a terrxblf) lzfpe& upon wltlcr:
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when they offered it : But his Friends laid
hold on him, and embraced him, that he
might not again go out notwithftanding
which, (a plain Evidence of fome invifible
Power,) he was drawn out of their Hands
in a furprizing manner, and carried abroad
into the Field and Yard, as before, fhe
charging him to profecute Juftice; which
Voice, as allo Donelfor’s Reply, the People
heard, though they faw no fhape. ‘There
are many Witnefles of all this yet alive,
particularly Sarab, the Wife of Charles
Loftin, Son to the deceafed Womans and
one William Holyday and his Wife, cvc.

Ulpon this, the faid Doelfor depofed what
he knew of the aforefaid Violence, before
M. Randal Brice, a Neighbour-Juftice, and
confirmed all at the Affizes at Down, in the
Year 1685. (as I remember;) where the
feveral Witnefles were heard and fworn,
and their Examinations were entred into
the Records of that Affizes, to the Amaze-
ment and Satisfaction of all the Country,
and of the Judges, whom I have heard
fpeak of it at that time with much Won-
der ; infomuch that the faid Ecclefon hard-
ly efcaped with his Life, but was Burnt in
the Hand. :

The faid Donelfor is vet living in the fame
place, with the other Witnefles.

‘I could learn many more Circumflances,
but that you are in hafte; and all t}l.)isé

ear
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rd fpoken of my felf, with univerfal
tjl’f?nazez%%nt, at the time when tranfacted,
living in Belfas?at that time ; and I fhould
not have been beholden to any to have be-
lieved this Relation, that had been there,
and at the Trial at Down. g

With Mr. Bois’s Refpets,
I remain,

A Reverencer of you,

"Tho. Emlin. |

CHAP.




218  An Hiflarical Difcowrfe of

CHAP. XIL.

A DUblin'Inﬂmt'e 5 dtteﬁe‘{ by

“Myr. Daniel Willlams, now in
. London. :

: A Bout the Year 1678. I knew a young
Woman who was Niece to Alder-
man Arundel, in. Dublin,

In her {aid Uncle’s Houle fhe was pur-
foed with very terrible Noifess as by vio-
lent Stroaks on the Wainfcots and Chefts,
im what Chambers fhe frequented.

Fhe Blows were heard throughout the
Houfe, and were {o troublefome, as to
occafion the Removal of the young Wo-
man to an Houfe near Smithfield in Dub-

#iu, not without Hopes that the Diftur- -

hance mignt thereby ceafe: But the Noife
purfued her thither, and was no more heard
w ber former Dwelling. ~

Here fhe continued as long as the Own-
er of that Houfe would bear the Refort of
People, and Terrour of thofe {udden and
frequent Claps.

From this place, fhe was removed toa .

tictle Houfe in Patrick-fircer, near the Gate.
Here fhe met with the fame I:‘,xercxﬁ::(,l
an
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and the Noife was generally about Two-
a-Clock in the Morning greater than at
other Times.

Several Nights were f{pent in Prayer
with her, by Minifters; as, Mr. Cox, Dr.
Roles, Mr. Chambers, Mr. Keys, &ec. who
all, with manv others, aflured me, they
heard the faid Blows in the Room where
they prayed, fometimes on a_great Cheft
there, fometimes on the Wall, @e. '

Mr. Chambers and Mr. Keys were em-
ployed there the Night before I had pro-
mifed to be with her.

The next Night, Mr. Cax, having oft
heard the faid Noifes, and oft prayed with
the Woman, was defirous to accompany
me. There were many People (as ufual)
fat up with us: I preached from Heb. 2. 18.
and contrived to be at Prayer at that Time
when the Noife ufed to be greateft.

When I was at Prayer, the Woman,
kneeling by me, catched violently at my
Arm, and afterwards told us, fhe faw a
terrible Sight: But it pleafed God, there
was no Noife at all. And from that Time,
God gracioufly freed her from all that Di-
fturbance.

I examined this Perfon, and could find
nothing in her Circumftances, fit to in-
duce one to any fatisfatory Judgment of
her Cafe. '

Thefe
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Thefe Noifes [afted about three Months,,
ad (e was much enfeebled in Body,. and
alinoft ditratted thereby; but foon. recor

vngmﬁ apon the Removal thereof:
Arsofted by ma;,
a Paniel Williams.
THE
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The CONCLUSION:
Congerning Angels.

‘ 7 {7 Hilel corifider thefe anqueffionn-
'YW ’ble Evidences of the certdinty
of Spirits, and how 'much they have 1o de
with Men : Xcannot but think that we have
alfo muchto do with them; with the bad,
to refift them as our Enemies, and the Ene-
mies of the Golpel,and the Church of God,
againft whom we muft continmally Watch
and Pray, left we fall into the Snares of
their Temptations = Aand with the good,
that we may be meet for their Preferving
andComforting Miniftry. -

Bat in all our Hiftories ir is obfervable,
that bad Spirits Apparitions amd Attions ,
are far more irequent, and more Senfible
than good ones; which may perhapsto Hme
feem firange. cerning which 1 confiders

1. “That Corporeal Craffitudeis anabafe:

ment, and therefore fitteft for the more
Ignoble fort of Spiritcs: We that. dwell
here in Bodies, are of alowerQrder, than
thole of che miore high and invifible Regi-
ONs. o

2. And the bad Spirits as they have a

bafer Confillence, havealo amore baeand

Ter-
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Terrene Inclination. And therefore it is

the les wonder, that they mind matters of

Money and Lands : And no doubt but the
Souls of wicked Men,carry with them much
of the Vicious Habits, in which they lived
here: That is, of Covetoufnefs and Re-
venge; And they that tell us, that fuch as
Dives retain no Love to their Brethren on
Earth , fpeak more than they can prove ;

andare not fo Credible as Chrift that feem-

eth to fay the contrary. Some make a ftate
3f _departexd Souls, Googi_ gnd Bad, ',?uta of

1eir own Inventions, which it’s very li
Death will_‘Confute., | " tely

3. Anditis far greater things than Vifi-
ble Appearances, that we conftantly receive
from Angels , more futable to their Nacure
and Digaity, and to our good. Some Men
have long Laboured to attain a Vifible or
Senfible Communion with them, and think
they have attained 1t: But while they pre-
fumptuoufly defire to pervert the Order of
Gods Houfhold and Government, it is no
wonder if in ftead of Angels, they Con-
verlé with Devils that are Transformed into
feeming: Angelsof Light, that by Delufion,
they may Transform fuch Men into Mini-
fters of Righteoufnefs. ,

Itis adoleful Inftance, of the effe&t of a
perverfe kind of oppofition to Popery, and
running from one Extream to another, to
note how little Sence moft Proteftants fhev;

o
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of ‘the ‘great' Benefits- that we receive by
Angels : How feldom we hear them in
publick or private, give thanks- to God for
their Miniftry and Helps > And more f{el-
dom pray for it? When hear we any Mini-
fters Teach Believers, what Love and what
Thanks they owe to Angels’, whereas the
Excellency “and Holinefs of their Natures
obligeth usto love them., and tleir Love
and Care of us, befpeaketh Thankfulnefs :
Yea, we have Teachers -that would- per-
fivade Men that this Savoureth of Popery ,
and doth Derogate from Chrift: And yec
if the People Love and Henpur and main-
tain them , ‘they take this to be no Deroga-
tion - from Chrift. - As if they were more
Amiable then 4Angels , or Chrift may not
ufe the Miniftry of ‘Angels as well as zheir’s.
"The Lord pitty the diftracted divided Seci-
eties of Chriftians, who in all Countriesare
fallen into Wncharitable- Seéts ,- that on pre-
tence of faving the Truth,and the Church
from the Errours of each other, do corrupt
both by the Addition of contrary Errours-
1o that it’s bard to find out_many Errours
of Popery or Ancient Herefies which hath
not been avoided by contrary faults, in the

‘Corruption of Doéirine, Charity or Con-

cord.

Devils have a greater Game to play invi-
fibly, than by Apparitions. ‘O happy World,
if they did not do a hundred thoufand times

. : more
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more hurt , by the Baits of Pleafure, Luft
and Honour, and by Pride, and love of
Money and Senfuality , than they do by
Witches! O! thacthey did not more dan-
ierouﬂy Hant the Houfes and Souls of
Lords , K'ni%]hts, Gentlemen, and Luftful
Youths ! Who can Ccnjure them out of
Univerfities and- Pulpits, out of a Malig-
nant Sclanderous Clergy and Laity , out of
Worldly felf-feeking Carnal Men? 1 have
before told you of the Witch AZagdalen
Crucia , who got the Reputation of a Saint,
by having the Sacramental Bread brought
to her Mouth inthe fight of all the People,
by an Invifible Carxgrer-, Bodin, and many
others Record the Story, and how to get
Pardon , the went to the Pope himfelf, and
confefled how from twelve years old the
Pevil had lain with her thirty years, and
made - her the Abbefs of a Monaftery: I
fear left the vifible Hand of fome Prieft
do play this Devils part,, and give the Sa-
crament to fuch as more openly ferve the
Devil all the week , and are forced to re-
ceive it toefcapea iail , or doit as a Sacri-
fice to expiate the guilc of an Ungodly

ife.

If che Devil can get People ( perhaps
Lords and Ladies ) to fpend the Day ( their
precious Hours ) in Cards and Dice, and
Feaftings , and Stage-plays, and Masks and
Mufick, and perhaps filchy Luft, he will let

you
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you fay your Prayers at Night, and cry God
Mercy, and perhaps tell him thatyou Re-

_ pent, that you may Sin on the more boldly

the next day : And it’s like he will provide
you a Ghotftly Father, asbad as your felves,
that fhall give you the Sacrament as a fealed
Pardon, and pronounce you abfolved, and
that as in the name of Chrift. _

All thefe effe&s of Devils, the World
abounds with s but the effects of Angels
are obferved, but by very few. Becaufe
evenas the Sadduces, think that all thefe
Vices and Confufions are only the effeéts
of Mens own pravity , and not of Devils,
not knowing that all fuch Births have a Fa-
ther and a Mother (the Devil and Mens

- own Hearts ) fo moft good people look fo

much to God and to Minifters, in all thac
is done onthem , that they take lictle no-
tice of Angels thatare Gods greater Mini-
fters, as if they had lictle to do withus.

By this, 1. We give not to God the due
Honour of the Order of his Works: 2. We
are guilty of Unrighteoufnefs, in denying
their Due Love and Gratitude to fuch No-
ble Agents. 3. We lofe the Comfortable
Remembrance of our own Communion.
with them. 4. We lofe fome helps to a
Heavenly Mind and Converfation, when as
it would make the thoughts of Heaven
more Familiar and Pleafant to us, to think
of fuch a Holy and Amiable Society, and

Q would
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g“a
would make us the  willinger tos%dié.
- As to them that fay, that it is enough to
know that Chrift is all tous, and we muft
take heed of afcribing any thing to Crea-
turess I Anfwer, is Chrift the lefs all to
us , for giving us his Mercies ? For givin
us the Miniftry of Angels? Is he the lefs
All to us, for giving Gifts to Men , for
giving Comforters and Merciful Relievers
to the poor? For giving to Children the
Love and Care of Parents? Or for giving
Men good Princes and Magifirates to Rule
them? Or for giving them Soldiers to
fight for them? Or for_giving you Mini-
fters to Teach you? Whomore praifeth
their Teachers, than fuch Objectors? Will
you be unthankful to your Benefaétors, for
fear of afcribing to Creatures? Will yon
not praife a Godly Man above a Wicked ?
Will you not praifeand admire the Glory
of the Sun and Stars, and the Frame of
Heaven and Earth, for fear of afcribing to
Creatures ? Is the praifing of a Work , a
wrong to the Workman? ]

Indeed this agreeth with their Dottrine ,
who becaufe Paul counted all his Mofaical
Legal Righteoufoefs as lofs and Dung,
in Comparifon of the Righteoufnels that
God gave him in and by - hrit, do there-
fore {ay , that we mui} count ail thatRigh-
teoufnets as Dung, which' Chrilt )‘utmielf
worketh in us by his Spirit,even Faich 1tk (e}f

which
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which is imputed or reckoned to us for
Righteoufnefs. This enticeth Men to be
out of Love with Chriftian Righteoufnefs,
when Chyift bath madeit our ow» , if it be
no better than Dung ?» And to fear that fome
fuch Men-have no better. But they fay,
they account Faith and Love to Cbhrift to
be Dung, only as to Guftification: Asif God
did not make all Men juft, whom he juftificth

by Eftecr and Sentence: Or, asif that were

Righteonfnefs that doth i no part or degree

make a Man Righreows : Or, as if any but

Chriftians, as fuch, are juftified : Or any
Man were a Chriftian before h# accepteth
Chrift by a Loving and Thankful Confent
or Truft , as his Saviour and his Teacher,
and his Lord and Ruler: But thisis a Di-

~ greffion, which Mens talk againft afcribing

to Angels led me to.

We are not for afcribing to Angels(nor to
Faith and Loveand Holine(s ) the leatt parc
of the Honour proper to God , or to Jefus
Chrift : They do none of the Work of
our Redeemer for us ( nor can we do the
leaft of it for our felves’ unlefsas the Work
of his Inftraments and Agents, may be
called Chrifts Work : They fave us indeed,
but it is but as Timorhy was taught by Paul,
how to fave himfelf, and thofe that heard
him; and we are bid to fave our jelves.
Chrift teacheth us , and Minitters teach us.
Chrift Feedeth us, and we Feed our felves 5

Q2. yea, .
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vea, he faith ‘that we feed him : And ‘that
he will for fo doing, fay, Come ye Bleffed
inberir the Kingdom. Angels’ and"Men do
Chyifts Commanded Wo'k : But no Creature
doth the lealt part of Chrifts owa proper
undereaken Work. S

- Qbjection. But thefe bigh Thonghts of An-
gels have drawn the Papifts 10 Idolatry , in
Praying 1o them, and Worfhipping them.,

Anfwer. It is your denying them the Ho--

nour that is due to them, which isa Temp-
ration that hardnethy Papifts in their Excefs.

Muft we not Love and Honour Kings ,
Minifters #hd Saints, though fome herein
run into Extreams. We have many Rea-
fons againft Praying to Angels , or offering

them Vifible Cogporeal Worthip; Becaule :

we know not juft when they are prefent :
And becaufe it may Countenance the Hea-
thens Demon Worfhip and Idolatry 5 And
becaufe God hath appointed us no fuch
fort of Worfhip. But God having largely
told us of their Love tous, and their con-
fiant eminent Service for us, he thereby
obligeth us to anfwerable Regard, Affedi-
onsand Acknowledgment. o

1 have faid fo muchin afinall Difcourfe
in Mr. Zfuack, Ambroe his Book of Commi-
mion with Angels (athis requeft, who is now
with Angels » that T will not_here Recite
very many particalar Texts of Scripture a-
bout this Subjet : Put if you will but look
: in
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in your Concordance , you may fee what
abundant mention of- Angels there is
throughout all the Scripture , while we
hear fo little of themin our Books or Pul-
pits. - It’s true, that in the Old Teftament
time, they ofter Vifibly appeared, than they
donow : But that is no Derogation to our
Gofpel State 5 Asit is more S iricual “than
theirs , that needed more Vifible means ,
fo our Spiritual Benefits by them before
named , are greater than theirs were.-

1. How Familiar were Angels with 4-
braham , who entertained them as Men, till
they made ‘themfelves better known to him:
They- were the Meflepgers of thegreatpro-
mife to him of the Numerous and the FHo-
ly Seed. They Reproved Sarab for her
Unbelief , that they might comfort her by
the promifed Seed. ‘

.. How Familiar were they with Lo, when
they came into his Houfe, and took him in,
and blinded bis Enemies,and told him their
Meflage concerning Sodon, and when they
carried him while he delayed to depart?
And when they faved Zoar for his fake?

How Familiar were the with Jacob, in
his Travels, and his Retur when he iaw
them as by a Ladder,afcending and defcend-
ings And when one of them wreitled withi
}ﬁrln, and Blefled him, though he made him

1it? '
1 know that many eécfellent Divines do
3

fay
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grhas one of thefe called Angels,was Chrift.
dol which T fay, 1. If it were fo, that
doth not deny,but confirm what 1am plead-
;]nlgsz ggr: If Chrift app€aring, made Angels
Hom—)%rrx?pamons , it was the n.ore f;xf their
2. But if thisbetrue , either Cl i |
> WH "
a b_ody‘ yea. many Bodies beforeh;;lgllclzfg
nation by Mary, or not. If not,. what were
all thefe Similitudes of Men that did eat
and Adr_mk, and tatk, ard aét? Were they
mere Shadows and Delufions? How then
couid thev {peak . -and a&t fo Potently ? If
yea, then was the pure God-head Hypofla-
tically unived co thefe many appearing Bo-
gles; Oinot: Whocan prove a difference
fave as to the M acterand Juration, between
his union with thefe, and wich his lat al-
fume: Flefh.  And yet the Scripture appro-
priatech CLidfts Incarnation, and coming in
the Lody to the Fa nefs of Time and to thofe
laff days ', 1 am lothto fay without proof,
that Cheild iizd many Bodies, left any thould
infer that there have been many Chrifls :
But if this muft b~ heid, it will introduce
Peter Sterrys Doturise as moft probable
that Clyifi as the Eterial Word eflentially,
God firft cau»d.the Nobleft Created Na.
ture above Anyels(or as Dr. More calleth
it, an Eternal Fleth, or ashe and Yobn Tur-
ner 2 prime Created Life in the prime Mat-
ter ) and did unite ic {elf to this Superange-
lical
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lical Nature, and by it caufe all the reft:
And that this fecond Nature appeared to the
Fathers by fuch Temporary afflamed Bo-
dies,and at laftaffamed the Body of a Man:
being, fay fome, it felf a Soul to it 3 but as
others , affuming both a Human Soul and
Body : And fo, that Chrift hath téree Na-

" turesy, & Divine, 2 Superangelical, and a Hu-

mane + But of this oft elfewhere. This opi-
nion is reconciling as to the Arians;who have
affirmed Chrift to be a Creatare above An-
gels: And if God made fuch a Creature,
methinks it fhould be ealie to perfwade
them, that he thatisas the Center, and more
than a Soul, maketh “all the World to be
One ( though of ualike parts ) doth primari-
ly unite himfelf with the firt and Nobleft
of his productions.
Obje&tion. But Seripture [aith, that Abra-
ham called one of thefe Lord
Anfwer, That Name both Adonai and
Elobim. are oft given to Creatures. And if
the Name of Fehovah be fometimes ufed as
to Angels , it is only meant to God, fpeak-
ing by them,whom Abrabawn knew 1o be pre-
fent, though Invifible, and to know all that
was faid
Yet furthar, itwas an Ange! thatappeat-
ed to M.fes in the burniog Buth, and fo
that feat him on his work to deliver the J/-
raclites from Egypt, and Fortified him wirh
power of Miracles, and made him his great
Q 4 pro-
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promifes of Succefs:And yet no doubt it was
God; and the Text is true, that affirmeth
both: Therefore it muft be God fpeaking
and acting by the Miriftry of an Angel ,
Commiffioned to ufe his Name. - -

It was Angels that gave Mofes fhe Law

in theMount Sinai: For {o faith the Scripture.
But it was God by them, who were his
Voice and Finger that made and  wrote
the Tables, and fpake all the words; thefe
were all Great and Wonderful Miniftra-
tions. o '

God promifed Mofes, that his Angels
fhould go before the Ifraclites, to conquer
their Enemies, and bring them into the

promifed Land: Andhechargeth them not

to provoke him, for Gods Name was upon
himn; and he would not forgive their Iniqui-
ties. What greater things cculd be faid
than rthat an Angelfhall bear Gods Name ,
and be their Captain, and Conquer their
Enemies , and be their Governour, and not
torgive their wilful Sins. '

In Fojhuabs War at. Fericho, an Angel
appeareth , and profefleth himlelf the Cap-
rain of the Lords Hofts, Jofh. 5. 14, 15. and
Jothua felt on kis Face to the Farth, and Wor-
Mipped bim, and prayed to himto tell him his
Meflage. If Angels be not the Generals
or Captains of our Armies, we are unlike
to Conquer.

It was by an Angel, thar God brouglht

the
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‘the Ifraelites out of Egypt , Numb. 20. 16.

It was an Angel that chofe a. Wife for
Ifaack, Gen.24. 7. 40. The Angel of Gods
Prefence faved the Ifraclites , Ifa.-63. 9.
An-Angel delivered the three Men, Dan.3.
from the Fire, and Daniel from the Lions <
Dan. 6. Angels Preached Chrift to the Shep-
herds. - An Angel made the. pool in Ferufa=
Iem hiealing. Fo. 5. 4: An Angel Preachethto
Cornelins. An Angel delivereth Pcrer,Afl:Iz...
The Angel of the Lord Encampeth round:
about them that fear him;-.and delivereth.
them, Pf: 34. 7. God giveth bis Angels:
charge over us ; tokeep usin all our ways :
They bear us up in their Hands , left we
dafh our Poot againft a Stone . Pfal. o1. 11,
12. Rev.1. Tells us, that God ficft Reveal-
eth his Will to Chrift, and Chrift to Angels,
and Angels to Fobn, and Fobn to the Church-
es, and the Churches_to Pofterity. Yea,
Angels -Miniftred to Chrift himfelf, when
he was hungry, Mat.4. 11. And appeared
inhis Agony, firengthening bim. Luke 22
43. Legions of Angels areat his Service :
And all theHoly Angels will come with him
at Judgment 5 and they will be the Reapers
at theend of the World. .
" Above 260 times are Angels mentione
inScripture , and gelt how little notice do
heir help?

WerJack?so fitt only (?ur Bodies that they

I;elp? Can they reach or help our Soujllsn?_




234  An Hifforical Difconrfe of

Anfw. If Devils can touch our Souls with
their Temptations, are Angels farther from
us, or lefs able to move us to our Duty ?
But are they ordinarily prefent, or know
our Cafe? ' Anfw. Theyrejoice in our Con-
ver(jon, and therefore know it: They are
prefent in our Affemblies, as Paw! intima-

_teth, 1 Cor. 11.10. Say not before the An-.
gel, that it was an Errour,. Eccl. 5. 6. which

intimateth the Angels Prefence. Every Be-
liever hath his Angel beholding the F&at}c’:cg3 gf
dur Father in Heaven, Marth, 13. 10. and
they are not Strangers to their Charge. We
feel that the Devil is prefent with us, by
his Temptations continually, in all our Du-
ties molefting or hindering us{ And are
Angels lefs intent upon their Work 2 It is
Michael and bis Angels, that fight again(t-

the Dragon and his Angels, to fave the.

Church., '

While fuch Texts make the Papifts think
that Angels are always, or ordinarily pre-
fent, if they give them not Divine Wor-
fhip. but fuch as we would do a Prince,

‘thouzh I have faid before why 1 approve

not of their Doings, I dare no+, as fome
late Expofitors of the Revelation, jadge the
Catholick Church to_have become Anti-
chriftian Idolaters, as foon as they gave too
muoch Worllip to Angels, and to Saints.
We are come to the New Ferufulem, to.the
innumerable Angels, Acb. 12. and muft bo-

nouy
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nour them that fear the Lord, Pfal.15. And
we know . that we are tranflated from Death 1o
Lifes becau'e we love the Brethren : And isit
fo damnable Idolatry to love and honour:
Angels and Saints a litcle too much, while-
they give them nothing propej to God? I
blame their Irregularities, but I dare not
judge fo hardly of them, and the ancient
Church, for this, as fome do; nor think
them much better, that love and honour
Angels and Saints as much too litele.

Some now would call 2 Man an Idolater;
that fhould fay as Facob, Gen. 48. 16. The
Angel which redeemed. me from all Evil blefs
the Lads. They fay, This Angel was Christ.
Anfiv. Scripture faith, it was an Angel :
Hof. 12 4. faith, He had power over the An-
gel. 1darenot call God an Angel, though
Angels may be called Gods, as Princes be.
If Chritt, had then no Nature but the Di-
vine, I {hould fufpeé it is Arianifm to call
him an Angel, or Meflenger of God. If
he had a Body, then was it Ubiquitary :
Or had he infinite numbers of Bodies? Or
could he be but with one in the World at

ence ? )
For my part, I have had many Delive-

rances fo marvellous, as convinceth me of

the Miniftry of Angels in them, (not here
to be recited.) But I am fatistied, that
there is no lefs of the Prefence and Efficacy
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whle]n

e

eyt
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lie ;iféth’ and honoureth any Inftruments,

Angels, or Men, ‘than if_he ufed no Means
at all.  AsI will nordefire fo to alter the
ftated  Government: and. Order of 'God,. as
to -expe& here vifible Communion with
Angels, nor ill offer them any unrequired
Worthip; fo I wouldnot unthankfuily for-
get how much we receive by them, from
Chrift, and how much we are beholden to

them, and to God and our Redeemer for

them. And I hope they will fhortly be a

. Convoy to the Soul of this poor: Lazarus,

to -Abraban’s ‘Bofom, or to the Paradife
where I hope to be with Chrift, Amen. ..

One - thing'more I think meet to mind
the Reader of, that he may not lofe the Be-
nefic of thefe Hiflories: That is, How to
difcern a good Spiric. from a bad. The
Scripture telling us that three things are
the Chara&ers of Devils, Lying, Malignity
and Hurtfulnefs, (Foh.8.) which include all
Uncharitablenefs, Revenge and Divifion,
we may certainly gather, that it is 2 Diabo-
lical Spirit that promoteth thefe, whatever
the Pretences are.

1. The Antichriftian Errour, called 4z

vinomian , that would fet Chrift againft

Chrift, and make Men believe that his
Peath hath made all our Obedience to his
Government a thing that fhall never do us
any zuod, (being called Works,) and ali

our
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o Sins‘againft his Grace to be {q harmlefs,
2‘?:{5\’(’6' 'ox%ght not to think’ that we fhall be.
ever the worfe for them s and that the E-
lect that live in Perjuty, and Murder," and
Adultery, or any other Smn, are not perju-
red, Murderers, Adulterers, becaufe now
they are Chrift’s Sins, and not theirs, ( with
many fuch Reproaches of Clhrift, called by
the Crifpians, the Exalting of him.) Thefe
certainly are from Devils, and God doth
notably difown them, as the fore mentioned
Tnttances of the Ranters, and thofe in New
England, mentionéd by Mr. Weld, do fhew.
And the doleful Form of Mr. Davies Con-
gregation, about Rowel'in Northamptonfhire,
of the Madnefs, Blafphemies, Barkings and
Beaftility there, 1leave to the Enquity of
fober Perfons: Though I am no Witnefs
of it, the Reé)orts are fuch as are not meet
to be filenced. . _
Mr. Samuel Crifpe bath publifhed _this
Week a Bock, as againft me, in defence
of his Father ; telling the World, that he
underftands not what he writeth of, and
ignorantly detending what 1 affirm, and
confuting his Fatlier, thinking it 2 Defence
of him. o E
1 deny not but a Crifpian may be a Chri-
ftian, while, through Ignorance, he believ-
eth. not his own Words. But he that will
but read the Scripture, and particularly, the
"Texts cited by me in my Confeffior of F ﬁz};lﬁ

B gt e 4 -
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fhall fee how fully Chrift hath !
7 fu r h confuted
gcrge, Aand vmghcated his Mediatorial Of-
.. And all thofe Principles, Paffi
Pradtices that are .againft the Lc;ggs:gg
Concord of Chriftians, whatever pretence
of an Angel of Light, or other Minifters of
Righteoufnefs, may be their Cloak, are un
doubtedly from the dividing Devil. )
III. And more evident is it that it is no
better_Spmc that infpireth all the Slander.
ers, Silencers and Perfecuters of the faith-
ful Minifters of Chrift; and thofe thal;
make and execute the Laws for the impri-
foning and ruining of the moft confcibnabllc
Chriftians, for their avoiding notorions Sig
or, at leaft, for doubtful Infirmiries, incom-
parably lefs than chele Perfecuters (Clerg
or Laity ) are guilty of. By their 'Fruitg
you may know what Spirit actuateth thefe
Men. Wolves, Thorns and Thiftles are
known by Hurtfulnefs. Chrift’s Miracles
were, Doing Good, and Healing : But De-
vil's Work is Hurting, and Deftroying.
. And let thofe Men and Women think of
it, that cannot forgive, but are fer upon
Revenge. Mark whether Revenge be not
the molt ordinary Bufinefs of Witches, and
of Devilized Soulss moft of thefe Hittories
tell it you: Therefore Chrift telleth us
that if we forgive not, we fhall not be for-
given 5 10 contrary is he to the Diabolical
Spiric
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Spirit of Revenge, -though yer he hath juft

and punifhing Governours.

Were but the Hiftories of Witches and
Apparitions well confidered, it would help
Men to underftand, that Devils make no
finall number of the Laws and Rulers that
are made in the World. and have no fmall
number of honoured Servants, and are the
Author€of moft of the Wars in the World :
So that the Phrafe,Rev. 3. T The Devil fhall
caft fome of you into Prifon, ] {hould not feem
firange. And I would I had no Caufe to
fay, thac this Mark of Lying, Malignity and
Hirtfulnefs tells us, that many Sermons are
made by Devils, and too many of the Books
written by them, that adorn the Libraries
of many learned Men.

And though Demons do good in order
to do hurt, yet, by this Rule of Judging of
Spirits by their Fruits, I cannot bur think
that (though there was a Mixcure of Good
and Bad) there was more of the good Spi-
rit, than of the Bad, in moft of the ancient
Monks aud Heruiites, that lived fo ftrick
and mortitied Lives. Aed, 2s I find, not
only by Erafimus, but by the Cor vlaint of
Proteftant Divines, that it »asa { e of
Liberty from the Papifts ~ufteriuzs, that
prevailed with moit of che Vulgar ro caft

~ off Popery 5 {o the Cafe of many_Monafte-

ries, their Mortification 2nd Devotion,

(though ignorant,) doth make me hope that
4 in
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in many fuch Monafteries there ‘is more of
the Spiric of God, than among the com-
mon worldly, fenfual fort of Proteftants.
I that muft iay fo of our well-meaning Se-
paratifts here, muft fay fo of fuch Papifts:
For I iind by the multicude of Inftances in
Cefarius and others, that juft as deep Re-
pentance for former Sin, doth now bring
many to think it fafeft to joyn with the
Congregations, which they think are moft
firi&t : So before Luther’s time, it was or-

. dinary, when God humbled any deeply for

their Sin, to think that they muft prefently
joyn with fuch as renounced the World and
defhly Pleafures, and minded nothing but
Religion and Salvation. And thence it
-ame to pals, that among the Papifts, the
Monaiticks were called Religious, in diftin-
&ion from Secular, and other forts of Men.
And as our feparating religious Proteftants
do now demand of fuch as they admit to
their Communion, an Account of fome
fpecial Experiences of God’s Work on their
Hearts, in their Converfion: So did the
Monafteries by fuch as they rgcewed. The
aforefaid Author Cefarins will tell you of
multitudes of Inftances how God converted
Sinners, and brought them into their Reli-
rious Houfes. S 4

8 What can one think of all this, but that,
as all that e here do is imperfeét and faul-
ty, and yet pardoned through Chrift, t;:l%
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the Sincere ; fo among Papifts, and honet
Sectaries, there is much that is of God,
and fhall be accepted, though Satan, by
their Ignorance and his Subtilty, do obfcure
and maculate the Lultre of it, and turn it
into Scandal. For fuch is his Warfare a-~
gainft Chrift and his Kingdom in this
World. :

God is geod, and doth good 5 and will
have Mercy, and not Sacrifice : And his Ju-
ftice doth hart, for a greater Good.

The Devil is a Do-Evil: And if he do
Good it is to greater Hurt.

And Oh that I could get my own, and
all Readers Hearts fufficiently affe¢ted with
this Obfervation! That as all our Life is
carried on in a Warfare, and Satan’s Ma-
lice is both againft Chrift and us; o his
great Work is, to draw us into {ome Sins
which fhall cloud the Glory both of the
Grace and the Miracles of Chrift, and damp
the Comfort which we might have receiv-
ed by all his Mercies.

If he fee an honeft Chriftian Zzealoufly
affeéted, draw him by Teémptation of the
Flefh into fome Scandal, or by Igunorance
into fome fatfe Opinions, and thac Glory
of all his Zeal is prefently turned into Re-
proach. If he do buc fall out wich fome
of his Neighbours, and by Paffion, or for
Worldly Intereft, offend them, all his Pis-
ty goeth not only for Hypocrifie, but for a

R Reproach
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Reproach to Piety it felf. Yea, if they fall
but into Melancholy, and Impatience, and
ﬁifcontent, the Devil fets themn to affright

en from Religion, as we fet up Maw-
kins in our Corn and Orchards, to affright:
the Birds. T

The fad Bewdley-Story, before related,
is an Inftance that was fad to me. The A4-
frican Story, before-mentioned, is more tre-
mendous 5 of the Bithops whofe Tongues
were cat out by Hunnerichus the Arrian
King’s Command, and they fpake well
when their Tongues were cut.out : Fictor
Uricenfis, Gazans and Procopinsy thatall then
Jived, wirnefs it 5 and fome,. if not all of
them, I remember, fay, that they faw and
heard them: And vet (fay fome of them)
the Devil after overcame fome of thefe
fame Bithops to commit Fornigcation with
Women, and then the Miracle ceafed, and
they could fpeak no more.

Ol, how amiable would aholy and hea-
venly Life appear, were it not confpurcated
with the Mixture of its Contraries ? How
beautiful would the Wifdom of a Saint ap-
pear, wereit not difhonoured by the Mix-
ture of lgnorance and Errour? How joy-
fully and thankfully could I review all the
Wonders of Mercy that have filled up my
Life, to this prefent Hour, had-I not mix-
ed thofe many Tranfgreffions that muft not
be renembred without Grief and Shame,

though
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though through Chrift they be forgiven ?
Though I can fay that Pride, Awmbition, and
Coveronfnefs, and Worldly Preferments, have
not been ftrong enough to cloud my Com-
forts, yet, alas! what a multitude of Faults,
by Carelefnefs, Incogitancy, Rafhne(s, Paf-
fion, and Want of due Watchfulnefs and
Tendernels of Confcience, have done it !
Oh, with what joyful Praife to God could
I perufe all the Hiftory of my Pilgrimage,
did not this woful Mixcure of my Sins damp
and allay my Comforts ; and by Indignation
againft my felf, abate my Peace ! I believe
Forgivenefs and Safety from Hell : But if
(befides my near fixty Years Caftigatory
Pains) I did fulpe&, with Auguftine, that
there were a Purgatory hereafter, I {hoald
fear it 3 not out of any Doubt of the Suffi-
ciency of Chrift's Satisfaction, Righteouf-
nefs and Merits to their proper Ends, but
becaufe I believe that he is my Governour,
though by a Law of Grace and Faith, and
that he is a Judge, and thac he is not _indif-
ferent whether we obey him, or difobey
him. IfI believe not Chrift, I am no Chri-
fian : And if I believe Chrift’s confrant Do-
érine, particularly, 4arth. 5. and 6. and
. and 25. I can no eafier be made a CHRI-
sP1AN, than I can believe the grofleflt
Contradiction. And I now thiok this dif-
tinguithing Name as #/eful as'was the Name
of Nigolaitans. Rev. 2. 3. " v

) R 2 One
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Cne thing more 1 defire to be obferved,
about the warfare between Chrift and De-
vilss That both fides make great ufe of
Human Inftruments, efpecially ot Princes and
Paftors or Teachers , and Parents. Thefe
are the three great Organcs( under Angels)
appointed by God, for the Moral, Free
Agency in promoting the Kingdom of Chrift
on Earth: And where thefe three are Faith-
ful, O ! How great a Blefling are they ?
Therefore it is the grand defign of Devils,to
Corrupt thele three, and to make them
Traytors to Chrilt , thatis their Rightfal
Lord , and Enemies to his Work, and him
whom they fhould Reprefent. No deadlyer
Enemies to Children , then uangodly Parcats.
No deadlyer Enemies to the Worfhippers
of Chrift, than Malignant, Proud, Igno-
rant, Worldly Clergy-men? No fuch Pow-
erful Enemnies to Kingdoms, as Llngodly »
Ignerant Kings and Magiftrates. O! How
inuch Good, or Aifchief rnay One K ing, or
Supream Fowerdo, by the great Advantage
thit God the Infticutor of Government hath
given them ? Afia, Afvica , america and
Europe , are doleful Monuments of the Suc-
cels of Devils , by making Princes, Prielts
and Farents their Inftruments, corrupting
them by Ignorance , and by worldly flefbly
Baits ! Mr. Corton Mather in the Life of
Mr. Elios the New-England Evangelift , Re-
citeth this Account of his (p.93.) why zhe

o Y72
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Lyn Indians_were al naught, [ave one , Be-
ganfe their Sachim (or King?) was nanght
For they and the Powvowes or (wizards) like
Priefts , did with Malice , Threatning and
Perfecution , drive the People from receiv-
in§ the Gofpel, and praying to God. What
a dangerous cafe through Mutual Hoflility,
and cruel Perfecution, hath fometimes one
Law,Political orEcclefiaftical,brought aNa-
tion into , by locking the Church Doors a-
gainft Ubnity, Concord, and Mutual Love,
and by Stoning the Diffenters from fuch di-
viding Snares? And what a Blefling hath
one good Prince ; yea, one Reforming or
Healing Law or Proclamation been to a
Land?

What 2 Bleffing to the Church, were fuch
Bifhops as Ignatius, Cyprian, Bafil, the three
or four Gregories, Chryfoftom, Proclus, Atti-
cus, Augnftine, and fuch as they: And what
Scandals and tearers were the contrary min-
ded: Whoby their Ignorance and Pride
on pretence of Uniting , cut the Church
and Empire into the Shreds, that yet con-
tinue , and were agrief to Conftantine, and
more to Theodofius 3 2. To Anaftafius, and
to many 2 Worthy Emperour ? And when
they grew f{tronger, depofed their true Ru-
lers the Eaftern Emperors, and fuch as
Tudovicus Uins, and kept up bloody Warrs
againft Emperors in the Weft , till chey de-
prived moft Kings of half their Govern-
ment. ' C The
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The God that fixeth the Courfe of Na-
ture, fo asthat he will not for the Prayers
of any make the Sun alter a2 Minute of its
rifing and {etting time , nor alter the Spring
and Fall, Summer and Wiater, ¢, Hath
fetled alfo a Subordinate order of Free-agents
for Moral Government, and though he
difpofe of the Events of all Mens Aéts,
without cauting their Sin, yet will he not
ufually violate rhar free order. Ic’s Marvel-
lous the Devils have fo much power over
Chi!dren and Men , as I have here proved ,
if buca filly wretched Wirch confenc; And
how much more mifchief may he do to
Church and Kingdom, if he can but get
Bithops, Priefts and Princes, and Law-ma-
kers to confent. .

Therefore above all other Refiftance of
Devils : O! Pray bard for Wife and Godly
Kings and Magiftrates , and for Wife and
Humble and Faithful Teachers, and next
for Family Piety. "And it ever the King-
doms, Churches and People be reduced to
Wifdom, Unity and Sobriety, this muft be
the means according to Gods Eftablithed
way.
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POSTSCRIPT.

S LY. g Aving fince received from M
Gilbere, the reverend Minifter
of the Place, a fuller Narrative

of the firange Story near Belfas?, 1 will in-
fert his Letter.

Myr. Gilbert’s Letter concerning the

Apparition near Belfaft, ir Irc.
Jand.

Dear Siv,

YOur Laft, of Fulythe 6th, I received ;
and fince that, I have again and again
enquired farther into that Bulinefs of the
Apparition of Magdalen Lofiin, which died
about Novemb. 1. 1685. of the Hurt fhe
had received a Month before. And (he ap-
¥eared to Thomas Donelfon, a Neighbour,'
our Weeks after her Death, in the Houfe
of William Foliday, near her own Houfe.
- 8§ ‘ There
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were then prefent in the faid
"ll—‘il:i:‘{%, William Holiday . and  Helen his
Wile 3 as alfo Sarab Lofnam, DaughterS in
Law to the faid Defunct; and fome rgr—
vants and ¢ hildren in the Houte 5 h_elr 5 es
Charles 1.oflin snd Helen Loflin, Chi re{\l
to the faid Defun¢t; which are now a
alive: And moft of them were fummcl)’n—
ed to the following Affizes at thmgef a-
trick, and there depofed _lolemnly L fi' orcz_
the Bench, the feveral C 1r_cumﬂant1a s o
the faid Apparirion. Which Apparition
was thrice repeated, inthe fame Evening,
to the f{aid Thomas anrlﬁm: An% oW
he was horribly frighted thereby, anb ‘f o-
lently drawn out of the faid Houlfe, edore
their Eyes, though they firuggled hgn'd to
detain him: And that he was carrie ug
and down, over Neighbouring Hedges la.n
Ditches : And that her laft Words to him
were, ¢ That (he would trouble him [llxo
« mo,re if he did faithtally profecute tk ﬁ
« Cau{é of her Deaths which fhe fii
« afcribed to the Blows which fhe ]get‘:gy:
« ed from the faid R. Eccleftor and K. Hig
[{ 3 .
LGP did according-
2id 'Thomas Donelfon di j
ly ’rret;iif- to his L:mdlohrd,btrlz)ctel g?f'tmt hjc‘:]i?li"::
. Randal Brice; WO D 4l -
ggal Examinations to ~ir William | rl“m:é
lin, in Blclfaﬂ-Caﬁle, whslre %Sh?c }? l}aid
fent the Earl of Longford: h, Jaid
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Depofitions were carried to Dublin, and
there recommended to the fpecial Care
of Judge Fobn Lindon. who was t0 come
down the next Aflizes of Downe : And
the faid Trial and Examination of the
Witnefles, were then mannaged st the faid
Aflizes, by Mr. Fames Macariny, Counfel-
lor, in the behalf of Charles Lofiin, the
Plainciff, to the Admiration of all the
Bench. and of the Company there, in my
Sight and Audience. So that the Mattet
was moft notorioufly known. and believ-
ed, through che whole Country. Nor was
there any Caufe of fufpecting any Fraud
therein, they being all plain, honeft Neigh-
bours, well known to me, and my Pa-
rithioners, in the Parith of Druonbeg, in
the County of Dowre, and in the Frovince
of Ulfter.

. When you fend to Mr. Baxter, pray,
fend my belt Refpeits, defiring both his

- Prayers and yours, as we moft heartily re-

commend his continual Labours, and yours,
to the Blefling of cthe Mogt High : In whom

I Reft,

Yonr Cordially Affectianate,

Belfaft. Cl Gilbert.

Aug.24. 1691

S 2 § II-




250 "An Hiftovical Difcourfe of
§. II. Whereas many wonder that the
Pevil can get down and up Childrens
Throats , fuch great things as the Nails and
pieces of Iron and Brafs (as 1 have to fhew,)
2 rude Story of that Pious and Excellent
Phifition, Felixz Platerus, makes me think
i aoﬂible. Two rude fellows had at meat
a Cuftard before them , he that firft tafted
jt, found it Scalding hot, and diffembled
jt. to draw the otherto it, who prefently
fo fcalded his Mouth with it, that in
Wrath and Revenge, the next Spoonful
that the other dideat , he forced the Spoon
down his Throdt : Which being in his Sto-
ﬁle“h , caft him into fear: But they both
ing fhortly after again together eating ,
te felt agreat painin the rectum inteftinum s
and put his Hand to his Fundament , and
pulled out the Spoon, and put it into his
Companions Difh. The paflage of thisSpoon
through - all the inteftines , f{eems har-
der than moft of the Witchcrafts menti-
tioned: "
This confirmeth my Sufpicion, that my
Dear Friend Mr. William Hopkins cafe be-
fore mentioned, was but a Miftake, and
not 2 Witchcrafts and that he might have
{wallowed in his Meat a piece of a
Fleth-prick %nd think itwas a Bene, and
forgot it; though I could not " perfuade
his Wife and Negghbou’rs to believe icI-
B . R . . . .
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I rather think the conceit, th . '
(hortned the good Mansl Litfea.m Witchceraft,

§. 1II. And I will not {pare my felf ,
while I mention my Friend[: thougyh {%lrfm’:
will deride it, it may profit others, totell
you a finall Story of the Devils power on -
my felf. When Ilived in Ladlow-Caftleat
16 and 17 years of Age ( the Chaplain to
the Council , being my Tucor ) I thac_had
been enfnared before in the pleafure of old

Romances, was ftrongly tempted to the

Love of Cards and Dice. , The firft over-
came me a few Months: Having no skill
at Tables, I agreed with the beft Gamefter
in the Hogfe(_ Mr. Richard Harrifon, Clerk
of the Kitchin , who died old, not many
years ago in Barbican, at the Earl of Bridg-
marers ) to teach me for a price: When I
did but know when the Game was loft by
the lofs of all my Men , after a Game or
two , they told me my Game was loft :
And laught at me for not giving it up (other
Skilful Gamefters looking on) I told them
I would fee the end firft : They derided me,
and Mr. Harrifon {aid , I will lay yon ten
Shillings to Six-Pence : 1 laid down my Six-
Pence; and he his ten Shillings: When I
bad caft the Dice ten times, I bad wone
the Game. They ftood amazed, and told
me , that if Thad not had the fame caft of
the Dice all the ten times that I had , no

" * other
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other conld have got my Game. An Atheift
will laugh at thisas Fortuitous: Buc I per-
ceived that it was the Dvils Tempration to

draw me to be 2 Gamefter : And [gave Mr.

Harrifon his Ten Shillings again , and never’
plaid more. _

I mention this, to tell fome Ladies and
others of great Note, thar arée Enfnared in
the Love of that vile Time waiting Sin of

Cards and Dice  and Stage-plays, ) that the

Devil hath great power in ruling that which
they call Chance: And that itis a greater Sin
fo to wafte precious Time than they are
aware of ; Belides the vile corrupting of
their Affections.
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‘N End of Do&rinal Controverfies, which have
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Ylica:ion, without much Difputing. By Richard Baxter.
n Oékavo.

A Rational Defence of Nonconformity : Wherein the
Pradtice of Nonconformifts. is vindicated from promo-
ting Popery, and ruining the Church 5 imputed to them
by Dr. Stillingfleet , in his Unreafonablenefs of Separation.
Alfo his Arguments from the Principles and Way of the
Reformers, and firft Diffenters, are anfwered ; and the
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vance and Accomplifhment of Man’s Redemption by the
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