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Rom.11. 33, 34.
O\ Thedepth of the riches. both of the 1pifdom and
Knowledge of God! How unfearchable are his
Fudgments,and bis Way s paft finding ont ! For who
hath known the minde of the Lord, “or who hath been
his Comnfellor ?

- Rom, 9. 20. ,
Nay but, 0 wan, who art thew that replieft againf?
God? fhall the thing formed fay to him that formed
ity Why haft thow made me thus 2 - - -

Job 37:23.
Tonching the e Almighty, we cannct finde him ont,
He ss excellent in Power, and in Judgmenty and ix
Plenty of Fastice.

Job 40. 8:
wilt thes alfo difannsl my Fudgments, wilt thou
condemn me, that thou masff be righteons ?

- Plal. 73. 16,17. _

When I theught to know this, it was teo painful
forme ; mutil I'went intothe Sanglsiary of God, then
Tunderfbood their end.

bz
Tksow that thon canft do every thing, and thas se
A2 thonght
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thowghs can be with-holden from thee : Who is he that
bideth counfel withost knowledge; therefore have I
uttered that 1 snder[Food mot things oo wonderfnl for
e which I knew nos. :

1 Cor. 3.18,19.

Let no maw decesve himfelf 5 if any man among
you feemesh t0 be wife én this warld, les him become 4
fool, that he may be wife. . For the wifdom of thi
world s foolifbnefs with God.

1 Cor, 1.2§:
The fookifonefs of God is wifer then meny andthe
weakne[s of God ss fFronger then men,

. Read 1fai. 40, 12,13,14,15,16,17-

THE

THE

Arrogancy of Reasow

againft Diwvine Relations,
Reprefled.

Joun 3.9.

Nicodemus anfwered and [aid wwte him
How can thefe things be?

"IN the beginning of this Clapter you
have a Le@ure read by the Great
Teacher of the Church, to a Scholac
EN that was newly enmtring into his
School Heis yetbut a Catechumenns in prepara-
tion to be a (Chriftian , rather then one indeed ;
having good thoughts of Chrift, but not believing
in him as the M ffiab, nor engaged by Baptifm to
beone of his Difciples: And accordingly doth
Chritt fuit his Do@rine to his condition, and teach
him ficft che great Principle of Chriftianicy. What
fuccefs it bad at firft, we finde in the Text, bat nos
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what was the iffue at laft . Though by other Texts
we may probably conjecture,

Firft, The Schollar is by name | Nicodensss ;
by Sec, a Pharifee; by place,a Ruler of the Jews,
or one of their great Council. For the frame of
his minde, the degree of his preparatory know-
ledge or belief, you may difcernic; 1. By the
feafon of his coming; 2. By the motive that pre-
vailed with him to come; And 3.by the confefli-
on that he makes of his belief,  From all which
you may fee, firft, that he believed that there
was a God, and that it belonged to God to teach
mankinde ; and thac it was his way to teach by
men; and that it was mans duty to feek after
Godsteaching from his Meflengers, and come to
themn and requeft it ; and that who ever could give
fofficient cvidence of his Miflion from God ,
fhould be heard by men ; and thar Jefus Chrift
did truly and undoubtedly work Miracles; and
that fuch Miracles as Chrift wrought, were an
undoubted proof , that God was with him. A!l
thefe things it isapparent he did believe by thefe
words, Verf.2: [Rabbi we know thar thow arta
Teacker come from God; for moman can dothfe
miracles that thox doft, except God be with him.’]

Secondly, From hence alfo you fee, thstit
was the evidence of Chrifts Miracles, that bad
thus far convinced him, and drove him to Chriin
as a Teacher come from God, and coniequently
one that was to be credited : But that he was the
Mefliah, bere is yet no confeflion.

Thizdly, And as his belief wasbut preparatory,
{othis change upon his heart doth appear to be

- no

“agaisft Divinity, Repreffed.

o better : For he hathygyiwyet learned the leffon
of Self-denial , and preferring the known truth
and duty (of feeking after the mjnde of God from
his Meflengers) before the creditof the world,or
bis life ; and therefore he comes to Jefus but by
night, as being afraid’ to owa him in-the face of
his enemies. :

Yet doth not Chrift caft this cowardjze in his
teeth to his difcouragement, buzficteth his medi-
cine to the ftrength of the Patient, 35 well asto
the difeafe : For there was more:malice and raging
zeal againft the truth, among the Jews, thena-
mong the Gentiles; and fo more dangers and
fufferings, which a novice might not be fo fitto
encounter with., And therefore Pax/ when he
went up to fers/alem, did Preach the Gofpel pri-
vately to them of worldly reputation, which a-
mongthe Gentiles,and inferior Jews,he preacheth
publickly ; left chrough the prevalency of mens
pride or cowardize, his phyfick fhould ot doits
work, but he fhould run orlaber in vain, Gal.

The fieft and great thing that Chrift prefently
falls upon, is to let this man know, that chis much
will not ferve his turn (to confefs the Miracles,and
fo the Divine Miffion of Chrift;) but that he
muft alfo truly believe the office that he is fent
upon, even to be the Mefliab, the Mediator; and
the Redeemer of the World, and muft openly be
engaged to him asfuch a one by Baptifin, and fo
own him and confefs him beforethe World, and
receive his renewing Spirit, for the illumination
cfhis underftanding, the purifying and quicken-
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ing of hisheart, and thaseforming , and afeer-
uidance of his life. "~ ‘

This work Chriit calleth by the name of tle
New-Birth or Regeneration, and tells Nicodemm,
[ 7 hat except be be born again of Water, and of the
Spirit, becannot enter intothe Kingdom of God.’}
Not that there is the fame neceffity of the wath-
ing by water, and the purifying by che Spiric.
For by [water] is principally meant that Cove-
nant wh:ch Baptifm did lign ; even the confeffion
of Chrift, and dedication to him inthe relation
of redeemed Ones, Children, Difciples, and Sub-
jeQs, onourpart; and his re-engazement and
relation tous: Yet [warer] it felf isthe thing
nearly fignified in the Word, and the ufe of it is

of . Divine appointment, and not to be negle@ed :

where it may be ufed ; but the neceffity to Salva-
tion is placed in the relation or thing fignified.
Asits common to fay to a Souldier of cthe ene-
mies, [ If thow wilt change thy Gemeral, and take
the Princes Colowrs and fight fur bim, thew maifp
have pardon for thy rebellion.] Where [taking
Colowrs Jis a duty ; but the neceffity is ptaced in
the change of his relation and pradice ; forif
there were no Colours at hand to give him, yetif
be be lifted as a Soldier (orif not lifted, yetif by
open profeflion and a&ion, joyned to them) it
will be accepred ; or elfe as Grerius expoundeth
it, by [water and she Spirit] is meant, a wathing,
clenfing Spirit ; of which, fee him in Loe.
_ This change thatis here called the [ New birth}
is not the new Creation of a fubftsnce, or deftru-
ion of our former fubftance, or faculties : For
’ ' - wWe

N

we have ftillthe fame natural powers of under-
ftanding and willing; But it is the change of the
Difpofition, Habits, and A&s of thofe faculties =
And (with fubmiflion to the contrary mihded, ¥
conceive that) itis not onely our real qualitative
change that is here called rhe New-birth; but
that the word is more comprehenfive (asI before
expreft ) including our new relation to God in
Chrift, as Sons and Difciples to Chrift, and Ser-
vants, Subje@s, or Soldiers under bim ; with a
removal from our former refations which we were
inby corruption, and are inconfiftent with thefe:
So thatit comprebendeth both our new relations
t0 God, to the Redeemér, and to his Church;
where we have a new Father, Husband, Lord,
and Fellow-fervants ; new Brothers, and Sifters,
and Inheritance (though yet we renounce not ot
Natural Brethren, Parents, and Inheritance, as
the Popith MonafRical Vortaries conceive, any
further then as they are contrary to the Inteceft of
Chritt.) ‘

The Reafons that perfwade me to take Regene-
ration in this extent, are, '

Firft, Becaufeitis che entrance into onr whole
New State that is here fo called, without any li-
miting expr« flion. ‘

Secondly, Becaufe we are faid to beborn of
[Water] as well as the Spiric:  And certainly
Baptifm doth as nearly and truly fignifie our Jufti-
fication, and Relative Change, and new Covenant
Engagements, and Adoption, and Church Mem-
bertip, as it doth our Qualitative Renovation,
Nor do I fee how any fair Expefition can be gives

of:
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of that faying [ Except amas be born of Water)
which fhall not include the change of our relat.
ons, as wellas of our difpofitions. And the like I
may fay of other Texts, which mention Regene.
ration, which I will not now fo far digrefs as to
recite.

Having feen what Chrift teacheth Nicodem:.s
firft, let us next fee the faccefs of hisdo@rine,
Nicodemsns faftening too much upon the Meta.
phorical term of being [borm again, ] and wichal
not underftanding the meaning of it, nor the
fcope of Chrift, he prefencly exprefleth his igno.
rance and unbelief by this queftion, [ How cana
man be born When he is old 2 Can be enter the fecond
time into his mothers Womb, and be born 7] Here-

upon Chrift returning an Esplicatory Anfwer, ;
telling him not onely the nature of the new bireh, |

but alfo the myRerioufnefs of its caules in the
effe®ing of it, and fhewing a plain resfon from
Natural Agents, Why the myiterioufnefs of this
fhould not make it feem incredible ; yer doth
Nicodemus teturn a fecond Anfwer like the firft
L How can thefe things be 7] Which words doim-
port not an abfolute unbelief of the truth of what
Chrift had faid, but a greatignorance of his mean-
ing, and a not difcerning of that evidence fully,
which fhould have caufcd full belief ; buta ftrong
apprehenfion of the improbability of the thing at-
firmed, and thereupon a great doubting of the
truth of the aftirmation,
~And note here the aggravations of Nicodemius
his fault, firft, They were the words of one thut
be himfelf confefled to be a teacher come éro&n
0d,

again$t Divinity, Repreffed.
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God, and thatfealed his Do&rine by fuch Mira-

cles as none could do, except God were wich him,

And doth God fend any Meffenger with a lie ? or
any Teacher that knoweth notwhat he teacheth 2
or will he feal untruchs, or fenfelefs abfurdities,
with fuch unqueltionable miracles ? Surc aman
that wasonce convinced, that God fent the Mef-
fenger, and fealed the meflage, thounld be confi-
dent, that the macter of itis diviae, and fhould
never once {ufped it of untruth !

Secondly, Though Chrift did with frequent '

afleverations, aver the truth of bis Doctrine, yet
did Nicodemsus ftagger chrough unbelief.

Thirdly, It was the very €atechifin and Rudi-
ments of riety, and Chrftianity which was fo
ftrange to him.

Fourthly, The term by which Chrift exprefleth

e Spiritnal things, he underftandeth allin a carnab

fenfe; yea, and after that Chrift had to!d him
plainly what birth he means, not carnal, produ-
cing a flefhly Creature, but of Water and the
Spint, producinst a Spiritual Creature, yetdoth
not Nicedpwss underttand him forall chis. «
Fifchly, Yet wss this man a Ruler of the Jews,
evea one of the great Sanedrim, and one reputed
skilful in che Law ; one that profeffed himfelf a
guide of che blinde, alight of them which arein
darknefs, an inftru@cer of the foolifh, a teacher
of Babes, which had the form of knowledge, and
of thetruch in the Law; one of thofe that boaft-
ed of God, and of the Law, Rom. 2. 17, 18, 19,
20, Yet he that fhould teach others, had not
leorut chigfe Pudiments himfelf. )

Sixthly,
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Sixthly, And when Chrift ufed afamiliarin-

ftance, to fhew him thac things are not therefore:

incredible, becanfe invifible, or becanfe we know
not the nature, canfe, and ead of them. We may
know that it ¢, when we cannot know whar 4 ie,
or Whence, ot why itis, or whesher it tends, as in
the blowing of the wind is evident ; yet dothnot
Njcodemns ceafe his doubting, on this account,
but asketh, [ How can thefe things be 7] the fpiri-
tuality, and myftericufnefs of the thing, made it
feem improbable to his uninformed intelle® ; and
the feeming improbability made him doubt of
the verity. Becanfe it was paft his apprehenfion
to conceive, how it fhould be, therefore he doubt-
ed, whetherit were true, ornot : He had not fo
much rational confcioufnefs of hisown ignorance,
or fo much confidence in a Teacher fent from
God, and fealing his Dcctrine by Miracles, as to
acquiefce as a Learner in his Teachers credir, con-
cerning the verity of thething, while he was feek-
ing to get a clearer difcovery of its nature, rife,
and ends.

So that here were all chefe fins together mani-
fefted in this anfwer, Great ignorance, even ina
Ruler, unbelief, doubting of the cosclufion, when
he bad acknowledged the premifes; an unresch.
ablenefs (in part) when he profeffed himfelf ro
come to learn; an arrogant conceit of the capa-
cioufnefs of his underftanding, as if Chrifts
words, or the plain truth fhould be fooner fufpec-
ed, then his fhallow capacity.

_ From this PiGure we may well conclude what
is the ordinary fhape of mans corrupted Eii_fpo-
1on ;.

.—ﬁja_gainﬁ Divinity, R,epnﬂ;d_ ' !;-"

fition ; and we may all know our felves by know-
ing Nicodemus. And from hence I may raife this

" Obfervation of us all.

Do&. The corrspt natsire of man gs more prons
1o gueftion the trush of Gods Word, thes te feo
and confefs their own ignorance andincapa=

city ; and ready todoubt, Whesher the shinge
that Chrift revealeth are true , When they
themfelves do not know the nasure, canfe, and
yeafon of them. :

They will make every thing which they under-
ftand not, to feem improbable ; and all fuch im-
probabilities will make it feem incredible; and
the incredibility of' a part, makes the whole feem
incredible : And thus men will be Infidels, or
feed their infidelity by everything that themfelves
areignorant of ; and make icthe chief reafon why
they will not believe or learn, becaufe they do
not already know,and fully underftand the things

- to be learnt and believed. And fo God muft be

accufed in every thing that Moles and Worms ar¢
ignorant of.

When the Jews acknowledged the Prophéts to
be of God, and fometime wonld profefs to re-
ceive and obey any meffage that God fhould fend
by them ; yet when they heard whatit wasin
patticular which ke fent, then if it did notfuit
with their intereft and carnal Reafon, they would
notbelieveit, or obey it, but rather perfecute the
Meflenger, and think that, fure fuch a meffage
could never come from God. So that they mlt;&
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like the particular matter, before they would be.
lieve that it was of God. And fo Gods Word
fhall notbe Gods Word, unlefsit pleafe the blinde
and carnal Reafon of man.
. So yonmay finde they ufed the Prophet 7.
my, Jere. 42. Theyintreat the Prophet to go for
them to God, by prayer, and for advice, and
binde themfelves with feeming refolucionto obey,
(aying, [ The Lord be a true and faithful witnefs
berween s if we do not evenaccording to all things,
for the which the Lord thy God fhall fend thee 10 12 -
Whether it be good, or Whether it be evily we will
obey the voice of the Lord our God, to wismiwe fend
Phee, that it way be well With 1es when we obey,cre. ]
One would have thought that thefe men wonld
havebelieved , and obeyed any thing that God
fhould fend to them , after fuch a vow as this
And yet when they heard that the meffage was
contrary to their own mindes and opinions,
Chap.43: 1, 2. its faid, That [l the prosd men]
gave thisanfwer [ Thos [peakef falfly, the Lord
or God hath rot [ent thee to fay this. ) :
A full inftance you have of the like corrapt
difpofition, in Fohx 6. When Chrift doth but tell
them that he 1s the Bread that came down from
Meaven, the Jews murmur, Verf. 41 But when
beinfifted onit, that [ He was the Livirg- Bread,
azd that be wonld give his Flefb for the life of the
World, andthat he that eateth bim, fhould live for
ever. ] Thefe Spiritual things they did not under-
ftand, but underfteod him carnally; and chere-
upon reject the truch, becaufe they underftood it
rot. Sothat Verl, 52, they fall a ftriving arlr]zong
them-

S ey AET e e
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themfelves againft Chrifts words, fayiig: [ How
can this man give s his flefs to ear® P Bven like
Nicodemus | How can thefe things bt 7] they willl
not believeit is erse, or-that it can be, till they
know themfelves, How' st can be ? And when
Chrift yet prefled home tlie fame myftery further,
even fome of hisown [ Difciples when they beard
this, faid, This 1s an hard faying, who can hear
it. ] Verf. 60. And chough Chrift proceed to
open the myftery to them, and fpeak'that more
plainly which he had fpoken Allegorically 5 yex
itsfaid, Verf. 66, Thav [ Fronsthat time many of
bis Difciples went -back, and walked no more with
hins ;] infomuch, as he asketh the twélve, whe-
ther they would go alfo ? intimating the greatriefs
of the number of revolters, upon thisfleight oct
cafion ; forfooth, becaufe he fpake-thiat which
they underftood not, and would have taught
them what they bad not, hamility and patience
enough to learn ; and becaufe they did not reachi
it ac the firft hearing, therefore they thought it
improbable and incredible: Many more-fuch in-
flances we mighe give you from Scripture, - bue
alas, it is a truth that needs no further proof ;
there are as many living witnefles:of it, as there
are men: on earth ; the unregenerate being con-
quered by this corruption, and the regencrate
wfen_kned, and hindered much by the remnancs
ol 1t; :

_ For the further improvement of this Obferva-
tion, I fhall, firft; open further the nature and
workings of this corruption ; fecandly, and {tll:en‘

new
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fhew the Reafons of it ; and Taftly, make fome Ap-

plication of all.

1. Sometime the weak intelle® of man, j
Galled atthe quiddity or nature of things; and
then being arrogant, as well as ignorant, it wilf
pot believe thac ghere is fuch a thing, becaufe he
cannot reach to know what it is. .

On this account fome queftion, whethér man
have an Immortal Soul , becanfe they cannot
geach to know (ss they expe®@) what chae Sonl js.
And fome will not belicve, that there is fucha
thing as the Spirit of God dwelling in his people,
becaufe they know not what that Spiritis: And
Yome think that there is no fuch thing as inherent
fanRifying Grace, or theImage of God renewed
upon the Souls of the regenerate; but that all
talk of . thefe Spiritaal fupernatoral changes, are
meer fancies and conceits ; and all, becaufe they
know not what this fan&ity and gracious inclini=
tion is. They think there is no fuch thing as
Communion with- God, becaufe they know not

* what st 44 ; nor any fach thing as a Spirit of Pray-

er, becsufe they know not what is . .
And indeed, if this were a wife and right res-

fening, then there thould be nothing in Being;

but what we know the formal nature of ; which

is as grofs a conceit, as moft in the World. What
if yonknow not what an Angel or Spiritis ? doth
itfollow that there is none? What if you know,

not what is beyond the vifible Creatures out of
fight? doth it follow, that thereis nothing be-
yond our fight? By this Rule, you may fay, that
therg is 0Q God; ray, all she fYorld muft ne;ds

. .y
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fay fo, if chis were right rexfoning ; for no man
hath a crue formal knowledge of Gods Effence -
and therefore mult fay,-there is no'God. becaufe
they know not what God 75 : Nay, its a‘g’rcat que-
ftion, Whether fuch men maft not deny the Being
of almoft all Gods Crextion.. For it is but litrle
thac we know of the forms ef things, in com.
parifon of whac we are ignorant of. You know
not what. the fire is, nor what the light-is; nor
what the air and wind is ;' for all th&gtca;:.-prcé
tences of the world, men are ignorant of the for-
mal nature of thefe. Amd will you therefore fay,
thac there is no fuch thing as fire, orlighe, or air

orwind 2 You know not the formal nature of the

Sun or Moon; is there thereforé no.Sun6r Moon.
Alss, there is no a pile of ‘grafs, northe fmalleft
creeping thing, chat you-throughly know, and
yetyou know chac fuch things there are. - A Beaft
knows not what a Man is, and yet he apprehend-
cll;h- thahr:l tl;ffe i foch a Creature : And no man
throughly knoweth what he is himfelf, apd-
heknowe’@b that heis, - TR pd;yez
And for the Soul it felf, itis a moftiealie and

y obvious truch, chat we have fuch 2 Soul ;: butitis.

nat fo cafie to give a definitiom of it: _As the way
to know that you bave eyes-inyour bead,and eye-
fight, is not by feeing thofe eyes or eyie. fight; bue
by fecingiother things by them. For- the eye was
not made fo fee it felf, nordawe fee the fight of
the eye ;. but by thateye and fight we fce ocher
things , and chereby kow that.we have eyes and
fight: * For he that hath not eyes.and eyesfight,
¢an fec nothing acall; fo the intelle@ive Soul was
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~ And a5 well might they deny, thatthey have
fleh or bones, till they better know how they
"were caufed in'the Womb : And chey may as
well deny, thac they have any.blood incheir
bod:es,” any nutrition oraugmentation, rill they
bater know the myftery of Sanguification, and
other nutriive works.:  And as well maythey fay,’
Thar the Sun doth not fhine, or warm us, till they
know tow it is thac chefe are caufed by the Sua,
They kaow not how the Plants are animated, and
Apecifizd, nor hv‘o’titr'th'q¥l fuck theirnutriment from
the Barch, snd et they know that fuchythings
are: They know not how the filly Snail- doth
form hir Shefl, or Nature for her; nor how the
Fedthers of the Peacock are fo beantified ; and
the {everal fores of Birds, Beafts, Plants, Fruits,
acefoderfihed and adorneéd ; snd yet they know
that fech thingsare :  Or asChrilt telleth Nico-
demus heee, [ The wind. blowesh Wheve it liffeth,
‘and you hear rhe (oid shereof, but know not whence
it cometh c-c.’)," And ‘do we thgretore fay, That
thete is no winga, becanfe we know not wherce it
‘cottiech, or whatis the inferior caufe of it? Will
yoa fay , That che Sea doth not ebbe and flow,
o there are o Estthiquake, Thunder,and LigBt.
ning, becaufe mendo fo little know the caufes of
them,” Felix qui potuit e, -1t ignot every mans
lat to reach fuch caufes; noranymans on Earth
[fo'kiow the caufes of ‘all things which he know-’
_etittosbe ; notfully the caufes of any one.

-3 Moreover, Thisfolly of ‘thans heart doth
difcover it felf thus: In, that ‘men wilinot'be-
beve the srarhi revealed by God, becaufe they

o B3 capno:

' “dire&ly to underftind icfelf, andiv
| m‘n?:t:lele‘gir;n ;y but to underftand other thiag,
owd thereby to know that we have an intelleGual
;‘;ul For he that underftandeth, doth under-
ﬂmd. fomething , and thereby he underftandeth
~ that he doth hnderfiand, and fo, that he hathan

intelle@ual faculty : For he that h..th not 4nin.
- gelie@udal’ Soul , can. underftand noching atall;
- (yet: 1 willnot prefume to determine the contr
. verfie, Whether the Intelle& do_know its own
and the Wills elicitads, by dired iatuition of th
a@icfelfp ) Ttsas uareafonable a thing then, |t
doubt whether we have fuch intellectual Souls
becaufe they. know .not themfelves directly o
fally 3 ‘as long ss-they know other things, as 1tf
. () doubt, whether we haveeyes, becanfe t,he‘yoz
. mot themfelves, as long asthey fee exteraal
Fa:; ‘Moreover, this corra tion doth of‘r)cn‘d
cover it felf, inthat men wi 1 not believe the tr:
of the thing revealed, becaufc thegxannotrt
to underftand the casfes of 3¢5 fo manh
'queﬁion‘Gods decrees of Predeftination ;n_
erition, -becaufe ‘they. cannot, ‘tel.ghfﬁtc e ok
. Ahd'siany: will deny: the vefy work 0 S r?ti
- becaufe they cannot know the way of ‘,rcm .
.They will queftion, whether they have m;‘ 1
Souls , - becaufe they cannot. tell. bow dy
canfed ; -whether byfeminal fradultion _;g |
pagation, ot by immediate (_:rcatwt_\? &z
deny the work ofi Gods differencing . € ;
Grace, becaufe they know nothow 1€ 15 give
or wrought in the Soul.
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cannot fee Gods Ends and Realins, and the ufe of
the things. Mazny an evident Trut b is rejeced by
the proud wit of foolith man, becaufe God hath
not told them why he hath fo determined and or-
dered the bufisefs ; or if he have told ir, yet
they underitand it not : So many Infidels and
Socinians do deny - Chrifls Satisfs@tion asa Ran-
fom, and Sacrifice for fin., becrufe they cannot
fee any reafon for it, or necuflity of it: They

cannot fee, but God may pardon fin without fatis-
f:&iqn. " And then, what geed of all this ado?
or, what likelihood, that God would lay fo much
on his Son, or make fo great a bufinefs of this
work, for our good, and his glory, if sl was
needlels? And thus many deny the Univerfal ex-
tent of hisfatisfa&ion, s being for all mankirde,
becaufe they are not able to fee the reafon and
* ufeof it. They thrpft in their dead guor/am as

. a fufficient snfwer tothe moft exprefs wordso

God: And ask, what good will it domen-to bt
ranfomed, and 'hot faved 2 They fearnotto fay,
That this is a thisg unbefeeming God, and fuck
e weaknefs, as men would dct-beguiley of : 5o

that if we can prove thar fuch a thing there s
they will not fear to chargeit on God ashisu
resfonable weaknefs. The liks we might fhew

. many ocher points. T 2

And muft God unlock to us the Reafons,Endf
and Ufes, of his Traths and Works, beforew
 will believe that fuch things are? We willallo
Parencs to conceal the Reafons and Ends of man
precepts from theic Childrens and a Prince!
congea! the Reafons of many Laws,
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to himfelf xte A-cana Imperis, the myiteries of
State ; and muft-God open all before he can
be believed ¢ 1s not the Wifdom, and che Will
of God,the moft fatisfying Reafon in the World?
Muft you have proper Reafonings and Intentions
in God? or will you have a caufe of thefirft
canfe, or an end of the ultimate end of all?
Al:¢, how little do the wifcft men know of the
ufe and ends of many a Creawre, over their
heads, snd under their feet, which theit eyes be-
hold? yea, how little know they of the ufe .and
ends of many a part of their own bodies ?
And yet they know that fuch - things there
aie. : *

" What abundance of wh)y’s hath an Arrogant

Infidel, upon the reading of Scripture, from the

beginning of Gene,%s to the end of the Revelari-

on; which' muft ail be fatisfied before he wi'l
believe ? OF all which, .God will one day fatisfie
them ; butnot in'the Manner as they would bave
prefcrsbed him. ' '

- 41 Anorher expreflion of this Arrogant Igno- -
rance, is, When men will not believe the feveral
teuths of God-, becaufe they are not abletore-
concile them, and place each one in its own or-
def, and fe€ the Method and Body of Truth in
its trae Locations and Proportion :
haps they will believenone, becaufe they cannot
* difcern the harmonyg. :

Ny, per-

. What abundance of feeming contradictionsin

Scripture do rife up in the eyes of an Ignorant In-
fidel? as ftrange spparitions do to a diftra&ed
rince man;or as many colours de before the inflamed or
angG (o ue

B3 ditempered
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diftempered eye. Thefe felf-conceited ignorant
S ,uls, doimagine all to be impoflible which ex-
cee iech ther knowledge ; and becsule they can-
not fiethe fweet confent of Scripiare, and how
th e vlaces do fuiz, and fortite ¢ -ch other, which
to chem feemed to contrsd:@ each other, there-
f-.retiey think thaz nonne -l cantee it ; nonot
Cod tumfeli  They arelihe 3 ignorsnn fellow
in + Waich-makers {t. p, that thicks no budy can
{-¢ ali the ootz veeces tovether ard makea Wareh
of them, hecaufe hie cannot. When he bach tryed
many ways, and cannct hitic) becalts aliby, and
concludeth, thatits impeflible, ’
Aad upon this account many caft away parri-
cular truths. though they will notcaft aw.y i,
Some cannot reconcile the efticiency of the * i,
with that of the Word, in the Converfion ard
Confirmati.n of {inners; and thovefore {ome
exclude one, and fome thewther, or ownhat:he
empty names; fome canant reconc I the Law
and the Gofpel: And too great a part of e
Teachers, in the Chriftian Worid, have beeniv

- trouhled to reconcile Gods gracs, with mans rree-

wrll, that of old, many did too much exclile

Grzce 5 and of late too many exclude the nata-

ral Libzrey of the will, vpon & fuppolition of the

incontiitency ; oncly the names of both were fuill
wned, .

Mury cannot reconci'e the fufficiency of Chriits
fitistadtion, with the neceflicy of mars endeavors,
and inherent righteoufnefs ; and therefore one
muft b= ftraitned or denied. Many cannot re-
conciic common love and grace, withthat which

is
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is fpecial and proper to the Ele@; and therefore
iome deny one, and fome another. The like
might be faid of many other cafes, wherin the
Arrogincy of mans wit hath caft out Gods truth:
If both parts be never fo expreis, yet they are up-
on this unbelieving queftioning ftrain, [ How can
thefe things be #] How can thefe-agree together 2
How can buth be crue 2 whenyet its evident, chat
God hath owned both,

Itis certain, that the Truths of Gods Word
ere one perfect well joynted Body 5 and the per=
fe& fymmetry ot proportion, is much of its
bexuty : Itiscereain, that Method is an excellent
helpin knowing Divine things . and that no man
can know Gods truths perfely, till he fee them
all asin one Scheamor Body , with one view, 23
it were, and fo fees the Locatton of each Truth,
and che refpect that it bath to all thereft; nos
onely to fee that there is no contradiction, but
how every Truth doth fortifie the reft. Al this
theretore :s exceeding defirable, but it is not every
mans lot to attain it, mor any mans in this world
perfedly, or near to a perfedtion: It is true, that
the fight of all Gods frame of the Creation,
uno intuits, inall its parts, with all their refpes
to each other, would acqnaint us with abundance
more of the glory of it, then by looking on the
Members peace-meal we can attain : But who can
fee them thus, but God? at leaft, what mortal
eyecandoit? And we fhall never in this life at-
tain to fee the full Body of Divine Revealed-
Truths, in that method and due proportign, asis
ieceffary to the knowledge of itg fulf¥beauty.
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It is 1 mof} petfectly melodious Inftrumiveac ; but
every man canno: fecit inture, foas to peiceive

_the dcle®able harmony.

Whatchen? bccaufew: cannot know all, fhill
we know nothing, or deny all? B:caufe we can-
not fze the whole frame of the world, in its
juncures and proporiion, fhall we fay, Thaty
there 1502 world, or, that the parts are not right-
ly fitnated ; or feign one to beinconfiftent with
the relt > Wemuft racher receive firt. that which
is moft clear, and labor by degrees tofie through
the obfuarities tharbefet the teft. And 1f we firft
finde from God, that beth are truths, let us re-
ceive them, and learn o w to recorcile them after,
sswecan: And if we cannot reachit, irsarro-
gancy thercfore to think that it is not to be done,
and to be fo highly coxaceited of our own under-
ftandinos,

5. Another way by which this Arrarant I fi-
d-1 ty worketh, is this, When men w:ll not believe
any revealed fruth of God, -unlefs they can Ice
a poflibility of accomplithing the matter by na-
tural means. And cherefore, when ever in reading
the Scriptre, they come toa work that raffith
the power of the Creature, the N cademtes
ftagper at ic through unbelief, and fiy, [ How
can thefe things be 77} And the fixed Infidels wich
Pulian deride it: When théy read of the Scri-
prure miracles ; they cannot believe them be-
caufe they are miracles. Ts this a likely matzer,
fay thagy that fuch and fuch things fhould be ?
Ard \mr isitunlikely 2 B:cavfe it 1s too hard for
Cod 2 Wiat | doth bis Creature know his

: 1:finite
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infinite power ? And canyou fet fiim his bounds,
and fay, Thus far God can go, and no further
Thusmuch God cando, and nomore ? Isit ever
the more difficult to Gud, becaufe it isimpofible
to fuch as we 7. Will you fay, Thata korfe can-
notcarry you on his back, becaufe a flie cannot ?
Creatures may be compared to Creatures; bat
between the Creator; ‘and the Creature, there is
no compsrifon.  Have you read how God pofed
job in point of power and knowledge ? ( 706 38.
39,40, 41.) But who is he that hath pofed God ?
What 15 that work that fhould be difficult to
him, that by his Word or Wiil did make ail the
Worlds 2 Are chey greater works then thofe
which he hath certainly done, that you fpeak of
fo incredulouvfly 2 If 'you had never feen the
Sun, or Moon, or Stars, or Earth, or Sea,
and had meerly found it written, that God
made fuch a Warld, it is like you would as doube-
ingly have faid , [ How can thefe things be 7] If
you had no more feen the Light or Sun, then
You have feen the Angels,or Souls of men its like
vou would have as little believed, thar there is fuch
a thing as Light or a Sun, asyou now do, t*at
there are Angels and Immortal Souls. But I
hope you are fatisfied inthe things you fee ; and
may not they fhame your incredulity of the
things you do not fee ? You fee there is a Sun,
and Moon, and Firmament, and Earth; you
know thefe had eicher a Maker and Caufe. orelfe
were eternal and as an eternal caufe to «emfelves.
If they were eternal, or made themfelves, then

they are the firft Being and Caufe,and fo are gods.
And
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And is it not more reafonable to believe one God,
then fo many 2 And to believe that God is a per-

fe& incomprehenfible , fuperin-tellktual Being, |

then to bel:eve, that the fenfelefs Earthisa god?
Is it not more ivafonable to conclude, Thac this

Sunor Moon, or any Creawre made it feif, and
thereft 2 If youbelieve, That ali things are the
Works of Ged, then you fee that with your eyes
that may fhame your foolifh dark-increculity,
Do you fee a greater \Work, and think it nnlikely,
that the fame power fhould do aleffir?2 Doyou
fee fo much of the World that was m:d-bv a
word, and do you ask , [ How can thefe things

be ? 7] when you read of 2ny miracle orunuiual B

work ? If it were your felf, or fuch as you, that | is learwng bisride, wild forfake it every tune that
* J ?

§ Feis tailad, endatatofs, hewoald belong be-

had been the doer of fuch works, youmighr well
fay, [ How can thefe things be 27} But God is notas
man in his Works, or Word.

6. Yes, many times when men do but hear,
read , or think of fome Object:on againft the
Truth of Gods revelations , which they cannot

tell how to anfwer themfelves, they prefently be- |
ginto ftagger at the whole Truth, and quettionit §

on every fuch flight occafion. If any new diffi- ¥

culty arife in their-way, they are in the cafe of § Theology, about God, and Mans Soul, and our

. : : j Redemption, and Everlafting State. And
Nicodemus, faying , [ How can thefe things be ? ] § wpron., our kverlatng state. A0
Though they have heard never fo nian}g Argy- | doubtie§s where men are fo defedive in know-

ments to confirm them, and have been long re. §

ceiving them, and feen an evidence of Trathin

t , i 1eQ@i dOlb :
hem, yet every new cavil or hard ObjeQion | fee the whole frume of Truth fo clearly, arto be

feem to enervate all ¢his evidence. If

agatnst Davinity, (Repreﬂid.

" 1f men wereas foolith and incrednlous in the

dmatters of the World | their folly wonld eafily

anpear to all wmern: When a man bath ftudied

B0y fik foven years, or twenty years, he thall
one Perfect Eternal God made all things, then F™ with masy new difficu'ties, and doubtfal

thac every Stone did meke itfelf? or, Thatthe § ¢ fes ; and many old difficulties will never be

ovircome s And yet he will not therefore throw
awy all, and forfake his ftudy or profeftion,
W:ila Student in Law give over all his ftudy, up-

on e ety occurring difficulty, or feeming contra-
didicnindie Laws? If any Students inthe Uni-
varlitie: (hould tollow this example, and doub: of

s} thar they have lvarned | upon every Obje&ion
which hey arc unabls o anlwer | they would be

bu i Peoficierst Orif every Apprentice thac

fare et upthop - On this courfe all men thould
lolv alltheirtime. lives, and labor, by doing all
320, and andomng 1gsin, by going forward
and backward, and 1o know nothing, nor refolve
of any thing.

It is moft certain, thatall men are very imper-
f2t in knowledre, and efpecially in the higheft .
myfteries ; and there is none fo high as thofein  °

ledge, chere maft fill be difficulties in their way,
and many knots which they cannot ntie. Can
you expe till you are perfed in knowledge, to

able to anfwer every Obje@ion that is made
againft
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ageintit?> Why do you not lay together the evi.

dences on both fides; and confider which of the §

two is theclearercaf:? Whiat if you cannot an-

fwer alithat is brought by the Devil and Cavillers, f
Can you anfwer all thac §
Chrift and his Servants fay forit? I darefay you §
cannot, unlefs you takc every impertinent vanity §
or falfhood for an anfwer. God needs netyou |

againft the Truth 2

to be tie Defenders of lis Trath: Heis able to
vindicate it himfc!f agamntt all cthe enemics in the

World ? Otherwife, it he had called you chiefly -§
to this work, he would have furnifhed vou forir, §
But he firft calleth you to be Schollzrs to learn §
that truth, that he may help you over all dithicul.

ties in his tme and way,

We are next to fhew the Caufes of this unhappy E
diftemper ; why'itis, or whence it comes to pais, §
that men are fo prone to doubt of Gods Truth, §
upon every difficulty or myfteris, thatis in their §

way? And to queltion all; when they are ftalled
in any thing ; and to deny the very things thatare
certain, when they are puzzled, and atatofs, but
about the Manner, Caufe, Reafon, orEncs of
them. And smong others, the Caufes of this

great Sin, are thefe follawing. : i

1. Man is naturally defirous of Keowledge,
and to fee things in their own Evidence And there- §

fore, heis oft an unmannerly impatiznt fuiter to §
be prefently admitted into the prefence Chamber {
of Truth, and to fee her naked without delay. ¥
Nature will hardly be fatisfied with believing;
which is a receiving of Truth upon truft from an.
other , no, though he give us the moft convincing
Arguments
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Aiguments of his Veracity ; no, though it be
God himfelf : Nothing will fatisfie Nature, buc
feing. 1t the wifeft men inthe World tell thein,
that they fee it, or know it ; if the workerc of
miracles, Chnft and his Apoftles, tell them thae
they fee it 5 if God himfelf tells them that be fees
i#; yet all this doth not fatisfie them, unlefsthey
inay fee i1 thomfelves.  1hey think chis is but to
be kept at a aiftarce, without door ; and what
may be within, they cannot tell : Every man
bath an underftanding of bis own, and therefore
would bave a fight of the evidence himfelf; and
fo bave a neerer knowledge of the ching, and
not onely a knowledge of the Truth of the thing
by the Teftimony of another, how infallitle fo-
ever. And therefore we are all prene, when dif-
ficuitics feem grear, to -y with T homas, [ Exceps
I fee, 1 Will not believe.] Fobn 20.25. Bu. (bleffed
are they that have not (een, and yer have believed. ]
2.29.How far this defire of Rnowledge is in natore
as fromGod, and how far it is in Nature, 8s cor-
rupted, Iwill not ftand to debate; but thaticis
inus we feel:  And this is a preparative Rezfonof
our doubting and dif-fatisfaction, if not a proper
caufe. :

2. This nature of man is yet fo mach more
defirous to know, that though it do fee things in
their own proper evidence, yet is it not fatisfied,
unlefs it alfo fee the whole, and comprehend
allthings with all their Reafons, Caufes, and
Modes.  Man affe®eth a certain infinitenefs
in knowledge ; he would kmow all that is know-
able ; and fo would be as God in knowii\ng.

n
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And if he beignorant of any part, herem ineth aed,

unfatisfied , and fo is ready o quarrel wich al; §
and like froward children thar throw away their
meac or cloaths, or what ¢ f¢ they have, becauic |
they cannot have what more they would have, §
Every liutle childe viili be asking you, not onelyl§
what 15 this i or, what is 1hat ¢ bur alfo, Wiy
this foor (o2 and, rowhar ufe 55, And £ co sner
in the matters of God : And if you farifie them
not in all, they will fcarce be fatisfied in ay
thing.

Thirdly, Befides this, there is indeed a creat |
dependance of one truth upon ano:her ; and they
are (in Morality) as awell framed Bu.lding, or §
asa Clock or Watch, or thelike Eegine, where
no one part can be mifling withour gre .z wrosg
to the whole. Now when thefe men cannot fec §
all, they doindeed want thofe helps thatare ne. §
ceffary to the perfe@ feeing of any part; and |
then they have netthe skill of making ufe of an
imperfect knowledge, butare ready to take it for
none, till they conceit it full and perfe®; and
thus are ftill detained in unbelief, and quarrelling
with that which they did, or might know, be-
caufe of that which they did not, or could not !
know, '

Fourthly , Moreover, it is moft certain that §
whea God calls us at firft to the knowledge of §
his truth, he findeth us in darknefs ; and ¢hourh §
he bring us thence into a marvellous Light (.19«
26.18. 1 Per.2.9.) yet he doth this by degrees,
and not into the fulleft light or meafurc of know- §
tedgeatthe firft ; fy charwe arc atthe beginn't:ﬂg

ut

but Babes in knowledges It cannot be expeQed,
that a man thac was born blinde, with an indifpo-
fition of underftanding to fpiritual things, and
that hath lived in blindnefs long. fheuld prefent.
ly know ail things, as foon as he is converted:
They do rot fo come to knowledge in earthly
things, which they are more difpofed to know,
and which are nearer to them, much lefs in hea-
venly things. ~The Difp:fitive blindnefs of the
beft Convert, iscured but in parr, much lefs his
allual blindnefs.  For (as 1 have fiid before) if 2
man have his eyes never fo perfectly opened, who
before was blinde, yer he will not fee any more
then is nesr him, within fight : If he will fee
other Countries, places, or peri:as, he muft be at
the pains and petience of travelling to them. And
fo in this cafe, when God hath opened the eyes of
the blinde, they muft yet exped ro know, but by
degrees : O what abundarce of things are yong
Converts ignorant of, that are fit to be known 2
They are but entred into Chrifts School to learn ;
and can they think to know all thefirft day or
year: But alas, many thatare nomirally entered,
bring not with shem the true difpofition of Difci-
ples, and therefore quarrel with their Mafter and
his Teaching, in fiead of diligent fecking after
knowledge. Men have not the patience to ftay
at School, and wait on Chrifts teaching till they
have got fo much knowledge, as migbe difpel their
doubts. They muft be taught all at once, though
they are uncapable of it, and muft know all pre-
fently, or in a lictle time, and with lictle pains ;
or elfe; they will not believe that Chrift can tIEMh
them.
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that thould unfold them ro you, and held on in
this way, till you came to aripenefs of under-
@ ftanding, and ability to defend the truth againft
A gain-fayers? If not, what wonder, if every diffi-
culty do puzzle you, after all your unproficable
B duties and profe(lion.

6. Moreover, there is a great deal of oher
knowledge neceffary to’ the through-knowing of
the fence of Scriptures. Though the unlearned
may know fo much as is of abfolute neceffity to
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them. And fo they run dway from him, like fool§
ith, impatient Schollars] becaufe he did not brin
-them to more knowledge , and will not ftay thef
time that their own ignorance doth naturally re
quire, for {o greata work.

Fifthly, And there is alfo much Diligence necef}
fary, as well as time and patience, before men carf
come to fo much underftanding in the heavenj
Myfterics, as to be able to refolve the d:ficultied
that occar.  If you ftsy never fo long in  briitd

School, and et be Truaints and Loyterers, and falvation, (and will fave, if it be hearcily believed

will not take pains ; no wonder if yeu remaisfl opd improved ;) yet there is much learning necef-
ignorant. And yet thefe men will expect , tha fary to the fuller underftanding of them, and to

they fhould know all things , and be facisfied in

: "f the relolving of all doubts and difficnltics thar =
the anfwer of every Objc&ion, or elfe they wiil may cccur. ~ And ths is not becaufe Chrift hach (

fufpe@ the ‘Truths of Chrift.. Will ficzing fhilfg delighted to fpeak obfcurely ; but becanfe our

in Chrifts School, help you to%earning ? do you R diftance and imperfection, and the nature of the
look that he ihould teach you, when you will not} thing, deth makeé fuch learning to be neceffary,
dake pains to learn what he teacheth? You knowl{ For if Chrift fpeak in che Syriack tongue, andif
inLaw, in Phyfick, in the knowledge of any offl the Scriptures be written in Hebrew and’Greek,
the Sciences or Languages, 1o man can come 108 (which were then fiteeft o divulgeir;) how can
underftand them,mach lefs to defend them againfiflic be expeted , Thae Englithmen, Frenchmeg,
all oppofers, and to refolve all Objections, with- Germans, or'4ny that underftand not thofe Lano
out fo long diligence and pains taking in hislgnages, fhould underfand them fo fully as thofe
Studies, 1s the greatnefs of the work requiccsi\thatdo ? For no bare Tranflation, though never
And fhall every yong lazy Student in Theology,| exa®, can give us the full fence of the Original
or every dull, unlcarned Profeffor, think to fee!

. g7dtds: Befides this , all Countreys have theic
through all Scriprure diff.culties fo eafily ? orelle@ycyliar proverbial fpeeches , which are familiar

will he fufpe the Truth which he thould learn {Bish

It may be you have been Profeflors of Chriftiani-® ontrary fence o others, that were unacquainted
ty long ; but have you ftudied the Scriptures day

' ' ! 7ith them: And Scriptare muft and doth coarain
andnigh, and confulted with men of judgment

2 . ed with g Ul ich Proverbs, as were tifual with thofe, to whom
in fuch chings, and diligeatiy read the wrmt;lIg: "Was wrote, or the mateer fpoken, They had alf>
1 :
C

many
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difficuliss; fhould “ou not humbly confefs it, and
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" many peccliar cuftoms of thiar Counres, which i

a.e fupp-fed in Scriptures winchir we underitand oo qearrel wih chofe chat tell you fo 3 Ang -
n t, ‘he pl.in Text will feem darktous. The i

! 8 1aking it on others words , you muft in reifon do
lik- we may fay o1 mstrers o: Geography, abour | o yeu have n oches way, and if you have
th: farmion of plac:s; and of Chronoluge, for Ea reafon to think the they know thae which you
B

the duc compucation o: times ; and of other ¥ 450t ko ; Butif you th.ak that che lesrned b
Hiftory, t» know the ftare of Churchard Com- (2

K mendo know no more then your {e!yeg, an’d' ars
monwealth | and many echer part of learning,

] ® asunable to refolve hofe doubts, as you are; you
which the v ry narure of che macter proclaimech i 80 aguinft the full ligitof the who e worlds ex-

to be neceflury for cherel -lving of Scripeure-dif- § perience.  Let cherr writings bear witnelr, where-
ficutics. Now, when unle rned s OF YOUg @ inthey do indeed refolve chem . and do yeu call
raw Schollars, that w it all or moft of chefe necef- § themroatryal and fec wiether they are abie ot
faries, will yet expe® thit th.y muft underitand B 005 54 let any thetunderftandech the matter,
all and fze chrough all diffi ulties, and be able to b andis compezent, be the Ju:ige, _
Ranfwer every cavi,; whar wonder 1f they be fre- © 7. Yea, fome men are () far from h:’ving 3"1 (

quently falied, and temp . d to unbelicf, and fay, { the foreme:z oned q-abfica ions for knowledge,
LHow canthefe things be 7]

: i that they have not a natural ftrengeh of under-
If you f v, Thac . heni: fe.ms none but lcarn- ttanding’, or capacity to conceive of difficule

ed men mufl be .bl: to refolve thefe dc ubts, and i things'; and yer dey will expe@ rhat all thould
dferd the Scriprures againlt oppofers ; aud we 8 b2 made plain to them, who cinnot underftand
muftezke all upon their words : . B 2phin cate in Law, Phyfick, or arly other Pro-
Tanfwer, You muftexplicitely know all thatis feffion, thae they are not verfed in, no, nor any
of flac neceflity to Salvation, and learn as much of B Sreacdifficulties in the thing, that they are more
therett as yon can: But f it be undeniable, that ; converfane with.
you do not kinow more, that 1s, enough ror the 4 8 Befideschis, it is moft certain, that when
refolving « £ the forefaid dombts . why fhould i the beft men have done all thatthey can, they
you be offinded thac we tell you fo ? Ei her you { ill here know bucein p:rt: Perfe@ion of know-
doindeed fee threugh all diffic ulcies, or vou do:§ ledge is referved for the time of our perfe@ blef:-

act; if you do, then you sre eftablifhed, you 2 ednels 5 and he chat knows but in part, is not like
are none of thofe that 1 fpeak of ; you will. not

ool o feethrough every difficulty . And this impet.
fuf et che truth, nor fay, [ How can shefe things-} feGtion joyned with' the corruptions, whichwe
be > ] but youare able to confute all that would | t'anon mencion - dgth caafe thefe fufpeQings
feduce you,. But if you- do not fee :hroygh:bsﬁ:: of'the Truththie thonld be'entertained.

» dlﬂ:lfl)klﬂ, R el T C . 9. Theve
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9. There arefome truths 11y which are not
well underttood without expererce : Andicis
oncly Sanchfication thac piveth that expericnce,
And thereforethe unianAuified cake them bac for
fancies and fufpeci the cruth of that Word which
dothaflere chem.

10, Butone of the greateft canfes of this fin,
is the pride of mens heart | which makes them
forget their great ignorance, fhallownels, and
incapacity : Men have fuch arropant under-
ftandings rhatbe they never (o empty, they think
themfelves immediatly capable of receiving any
trurh that fhall be defivered to them. And i they
underfta~d not what they read or hear, they
never fufpe@ their own wit, but the writer or
fpeaker: Becaufe they aze atege, and are now
pait childhood, they thick they need no moreto

of that knowl dge which they want; and how it
muit be attained : Ttey knowPnot that there isa
cereain order. amang truths; ard chat one pre-
fuppolech another; and all the lower arepre.
requifice to the higher: They know not how
m nv handreds of the lower preparatory truths,

mult be known before Yome of the higher canbe |

weliuncerftood :  They would go tothe topof
the ftairs, without going up the lower fteps : It
would make a fober man wonder to fee the
impudent Pride and Arrogancy of fome igno-
rnt men 5 that when they have need to fic
uany ayrar at thefeetof fome Teacher, and

Lamtly tearn that which they know not, they-

on

will as confidently pafs a prefent ceniure 0
: the

make them capuble. - Litce know they the nature

37
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were as throughly acquainted with them as

et thebeft: And st they fee not the evidence of

% aTruth, chey will as confidently and fcornfully

' allicancrror, acif they were indeed moft ¢ 1pa-

0 bleof judging of it: -VYhea men of true une
detftanding do fee thet truth as clear as the
light.
e If they hear a confident Seducer, that hath
i a glozing tongue , and plaufinle cavils againft a
truch, chefe arrogant wis will prefen:ly con-
W clude, that he is in the right, an{ canaot be an-
 fwered as if no body cin doit, becaufe they
© cannot: \When, alas, mea of anderftanding may w3
preferitly difcern grofs igaorance, and abfurdity, (
; mehat which fhlow brains are fo confident
of. We caa fearce mest wich che man fo geofly
. ignorant, but hic is confidenr of his own under-
; ftanding, and wite in bLis own conceit : So
that when we muy cxp:t thac they thould fay,
[whrae tgnorare foulifly wretchir are wes that can-
not undevfband the Word of God ;7] They .re ready
fo acenfe or fufect che Word, and fay, [ How can
thefe things be ?7]

11. And this Arrogancy is much incre:fed
i by the very nature of ignorance, which is, to
E be even ignorant of it felf. He thatneve: f:w
4 thelightknows not what Lightis, mot what dark-
i nels ¢ as differing from light. A desd man
! knows not what death is: A brwt knaws aot
what bruiti(hnefs is, becaufe he knows not what
Reafon is. :

- There is a good meafure of krowledgs

C 3 neceflary
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neceflury to make fome men to know their igno-
rance. What can thew a man his error, but the

contrary cruch 2 This is it therefore that hinders !

mens convition, and makes them confident in
t-cir moft falfe conceits ; fecing they want both
thac Lighe, and thac Hum lity which fhould take
downtheir confidence. We haveas much acoto
m ke fome men know, that they do not know, as
to make them know, that wiich they know not,
when once rthey will believe that they do not
knowit: Efpecially, it men have bur any plaufi-
ble, natural wit, ora little tafte of lea'ning, orz
lirel - illomination in fome greater matters, which

in grofs.ipnorance they do rotunderft.nd  they F

prefently think k¢ 21 chings thould be now plain
tothem. Itisthe ruine (or darigerous 1 erverung,

atlealt) of many yong zealcus Peofeffors | that |

formerly lived
That when
and brought them to fee the
life; the new Light feems
that they think they know ali things, and nced but
little more: And now they are 1lluminared by
the Spirit of God, they thisk they fhou!d under-
ftand all truths ae the firft hearing, and fee

In gre.t ignorance and ungodlinefs;

excellency of a holy
fo glorious tot!em,

throagh all difficulties at the firft confideration @

Licle knowing how much lame:

table igno-
rance doth yet remain in them; and

how much

God hath fhewed them their error, K

i
!

ki
g

more glotious a Light is yet before them,; ard ¢

how liztle they know yet, in comparifon of that
w:ch they do not know : - So that it is the nature
of theignorant, efpecially half-witced men, that
have fome litele knowiedge which may puff them

up,

;p, to t! ink they hive that whieh mdecd‘:hey
huvenot; and fu €» have I'hli ariogincy of un-
dertanding | and fpeak rgiicft the dl'drknffy of
vh, woen chey thould lament th_e daran-{s of
thai- own underitandings ; and to think the Can-
dlewspue cut, oribe Su.is darkned, becaule this
Web s grown over their eyes,

12 Moreover, I Adaiy ¢ anztural, deece
rooted, ohtir ate fin ; : nd theref re . .nolwm.dcc
if itbe bar:l: oveicome, :and will be ftnving 1 us
tothe le . Treficitin of m:n, n bcneu..g ‘he
Servent beivre God, bahicfi a viceu h.1on
eu niu e Miis now foe ranged rrom God,
that e the s scqraned with tisvoice, and
the more diltyuftful ot i, We are fom chin
the dark, that we sie T e more citfident, Whena
man kn «ws ot wiereliess, or wio s near bim,
he s .1l fesriul ; when Ie knows not what grousd
be ftands on, wh ther firny, or quick- a»ds, he s
rarwrally ape to diftruftic: A, rokncun God
will not be well believe.. Wrere to-livtocure
Inhdelity, a!l other (i s w0u.lu be of cuch mase
eallecu-e. tHeisa corquero- indee : th chmugt}.
ly conquers his unbeh;r ~ Buc the moft are capii-

i eir perdition. )
mxd:-byAlttu[ioitth 1‘:\n?:'w at ad.ech tqlhud:fmﬁ:,
That man is confcious of decetcfuloe’s in himfelf,
and from thence s ape co fufpect all athers, B -
caufe he findes ' imfeir borh fallible and fallacious,
heisready to chink thac God himfeif 1s fo coo:
For corrupt man s prone o quettion, whe he.lf
there he any higher vertue, then ne hath experis
ence of o himfelf. .
L Cy 14. Alfo

9




14. Alfo it is agreat ¢
Infidelicy and Arrogancy
that men do not undesftand ,
the true nature of the Chriftian State and Life,

fcribed them.  Chrifts methe
fhould ficlt underftaud and believe thofe Effenti-
als of Chriftianity , withour whicl; there is no
Sitvation ; and then engage themiclves to learg
of him as his Difciples ; and fo to fer
to School to him, and |
that they may know by
will.  And his teaching i

d ischis, That they

ive under his teaching,
degrees, the reft of L

Foundation in an explicite fuich . and held o

thofe Fundamentals as of infallible certainty | |

and not expe@ to k
without much dili
on Chriftinthe C

now the reft in a momen:, nor
cadition of Difciples, to learn

miflion to his Apoftles, Af.r1h.
Where he fuft bids them difcr
{which costains th
the fundamentals ,

and then to baptize them, hat they may be fo-

28. 19.:0.21.

¢ convincing them (atage) of

this muft be the work of ail their lives.
Now here are

this ftablithed order of Chrift, which Profeflors
do oft ran into, to their own perdition. The one

is, when they do not fi;ft lay the Fundamentals as
rertaintics | buc hold them loofly, and are ready
: on

The A rrogancy of Keajon | gt Divinity, ‘Repreﬂéd.
2 great  onall occafions to reduce them to doubtful and
i uncertain points; or to queftion them, though
' their evidence be never fo full, becaufe of fome
i

i defed of evidence in other poincs,
and build not in the order that Chrift hath pre- |

ceafion of this fin of
» ard queftioning alf
that they know not

themfielves

A moft foolifh and perverfe courfe, which wil

2 hinder any man that uleth it, from the trae un-
-3 " . ’ . ' F

g dedftanding of any Science in the Worid. For
b inall Sciences there are fome undoubred Pririci.
¥ ples which muft be firft laid , and it muft not
B be expe@ed, that all points elfe thould be of e-
: qual neceflicy or evidence as they : Butif we
¥ (hould meet with never fo much doubtfulnefs
§ joyntly by his Word, | inany of the fuperfiructare, yer thefe principles
Minifters, and Spiric. Men muft nrft lay the | muft #ill be held faft. _For he that will be fhill
- placking up his Foundation, pon every error in
i the building , is never like to perfe® his
i work, ’

gence and patiesce, but waie |

- Tiefecond common Error, is, That as Pro-

g fellors do not lay the Foundation as certain, fo
all the reft.  All this s exprefled in Chiifts Com. £ they do not unfeignedly fct themfelves in chte
) | rue pofture of Dilciples or Schollars to learn
ple the Nations [

the teft, bue chink themfelves paft Schollars

i when they have gone to School, and engaged

and piocuring their confent; B themfelves to Chrift, ctheir Teacher. This is

§ e undoing of the greateft part of the vifible
lemnly engaged ; and then teach them toobferve B

all things whatfoever he commanded them; and

Ghuorch, ..
If they come to the Congregation, it is not

15 Schollars to School, but as Judges to pals
two grofs Ecrors, contrary to % f_cntence of the Do&rine of their Teachers, be-

fore they onderftand it : And if they reade
the Scripture, it is in the fame fort. When
they are at a lofs, through any occurrent
dithiculey , they do not go to their Teache::




42w,._,

B Tbc—firrogan;] of Rea/aﬁ

bl

as humble Schollars, to learn the true fence of
t' e Word, and the [olution of their doubrs: By
they go as confident cen‘urers , and as boys thatt
will go to School to difpute with thea M. fler,
and notto learn; and therefore, no w nder ff)
they turn felf-conceited H rec:cke or 'rfid:1s : For §
Chrift hath refolv:d, cthattle moft ie:rned ind
worldw-w fe, if they will come t Scho.to ! im|d
as bis Difaiples,mu come s hictle Chi'dren : con. @
fuous o their ignorance, and humble enough e B
fubmic to his Infhiu®izns, and not proudly con.
ceited, thatchey are wife en-ugh -already : and
they muft wait upen bis Teaching . year after |

yetr, and not tiunk, thac they are capable of a '
. the common incredulous queftioning, [ How can
15. Laftiy, Befides all the former caules of f

prefent underftanding of eac’ revealed Truch.

this Sin, fome men are judicially deferced, and E
lefc to the pow:r of their Arrogancy and Infide-

lity. When God hath fhewed men che hghe of B
Fuadamental verities, and inftead of hearty ¢n- €
tertaining and oheying them, they will impridon §

them in unr ghteoufne(s, »nd receive not the truth

in the love of it, that they may befaved: God §

oft gives them Gver to believe a lie, and o rejet
that Truch which would have faved them, if they
had received ic.

I have noted many Profeflnrs that have lived §
in pride, fleth-plealing, or fecrec filthinefs, or

unrighteoufnels, or worldlinefs, and would not ;

fee, nor forfake their fin, kuc hold on in their E

| ;Jg;szf D:‘vmn Y, ‘Kepreﬁ?d.
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1o ikt -ﬂcfh?y luft, and in‘el cﬁ,nnd )"et reade and
{ know the damnablenefs of fuch s ftace, they have

po way left to quier the r Confcience, but eicher
to believe that Scriptureis falfe { and then they
need not fear its threwtnings,) or elfe to leave
their fins with confeflion and contrition; which®
their carnal hearts and intereft will not permit,

From what hath been faid ilready inthe open- Ufe,
ing of this point, we may fee what a corrupiand
froward heart is in man, as to the macters ot God,
and his own Salvation: Three notable corrupu-
ons are together comprehended inthe ditterpee
which we have here defcribed , and exo' (fud n

thefe thizgs be 7]
Firt, You may hear in this queftion, the voice
-of Ignorance. Men have loit the true knowledge
of God, and ot his works efpecially in *p:ritnals.
The natural man difcerneth them not ; for they ave
fpivitnally difcerred, 1 Cor.2.14. We areasbhind
men groaping in the dark  atalofs upon every
difficulty that eccurs. Evidence o: truth is a2
evidence to us, becsufe our underitandings are
nnprepared to receive it, and b: fhut againit i.
When we thould love :he i ruth, we cannot finde
it; whenwe fhould glorifie the God or Truth,
w: know him no-, butin ourhearts fay as Pilase,
What 25 Truth ? And as I'barach, Whe s the Lord ?
We are grown firangers to the way that we

e A e e

profeflion, and their luftstogether ; thar thefe
are moft commonly given over to grofs Herefics,

or Lufidelity : For whea they are once captivated
to

fhould go bome in; and firang:reto the voice
that thuld cell usthe wiy, and to the hand chat
fhouid guide us in it ; ‘and frangers to the

ever-

Iy
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- bo. T hzf—fomrrb from the Lord of hefts | who

everlafting home that we fhould go to. So ty X, Wonderfnl in counfel, and excellens in Work:
intead of a chearful following our Guide, wiff, :

are cryng outat every turning, [ How can thfi] gﬁemc alfo we fee what unteachable Schollars
things be 7] :

A 1rift hath 1n his School, and confequently, how
2. and nhereis comprehended and manifefe8 atient, and gratious a Malter heis. When we
alfo, the perverfencfs of mans underftanding ;&1 uld be fubmiflively enquiring, we are increa
that will needs begin at the wrong end of bisulouﬂy difputing ; and we will needs be wifer
B .ok, and read backwards: And « her he thouliBhen our Mafter, and queftion, whether he
be ficttanquiring, [ #hcher thefe things be (o ol each us right or wrong. 1tis a wonder of mercy,
not ¢ | He will needs be ficft vefojved, [ How theyBehat he fhould pardon fo great dulnefs, and un-
canbe f0?] And he will not believe, that rhey.car Horofitablenefs inus ; and fhall we after thisbe fo
b /o, till he knows, hew they can be fo.  Where. Hinfenfible of that fin of ours, and of that grace
as common reafon would teach us in other fof his, as to fall a queftioning him, and his

things to know fir®, #hether it be fo 6+ 5o, bes ;mth, and lay the plame on bim from oue

forewe cometo the How can itbefo  We may Hizlves >
exlily be cerrain of the Being of a thouland | Obje&. But We muft not believe all things ; and
things, when we cannot be certain, How thy § therefore e muft enguive, and trythe fbirsts, whea
be. ’ G ther tk:j be of God, or mot, even she Spirit of Chrsft
3. And lafily, here is manifefted alfo the un. § kimfelf '
reveren: Arrogancy of man, that will prefume to B 1nfw. The Spirit of ¢ hrift fears not a juft
call his Maker to account, and to knowof hin fuyal: Had not Chrift broughe fufficient evi-
the Reafons of his works, and how they canbe, Qdence of his truth, he would nat have condemned
before be will believe them ; and fo he wiil Bihe anbelieving world for not recewving it. I
needs qu:ftion the very power of God. Forto Bhave fhewed you already how fully be hath feal-
fay. How can it be ? is as much asto fay, How [ed i Teftament, and wich what ateeftations he
can God do it ? . As if we were fir Judges of his Bhath delivered his Do&rine to the world. But
ways. and able to comprehend his infinite power, § why do you no: acquiefce in thefe confirmed
and the feveral paths of his unfearchable coun. yverities 2 when once Chrift hath given fufficient
Tels.. He s great sncounfel, and mighty in work , Bproof of bis Doctrine,muft it be queftioned again,
Yer.32.19. " He made the Heaven, -and the Earth Bbecaute it is.wonderful? and becaufe, thar the
by bis greas power, and nothing 15 too hrd for him, Bmanner of it is beyond your reach ? Inquire firft,
Verf. 17. The Prophet Ifzish's anfwer fhould Bwhether it be a Revclation from God, or not:
luffice:to all fuch incredulous queRtions, /i 28, And

:9»
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and if it had no divine atteftation, or evidendivhofe Word chou call<ft co the B.r ot thy Jueg-
that itis of Gnd, then you might réje® ic withfiment |- Is Infinite wifdom fic to be examined by
out fin or danger, whenyou finde it to conteifhec? ort: e Woiks of Irfimte power to be tryed
things fo far beyond your reach: Butwhen Goiiby thee? If ti.cre were not"ing wonderrul in his
hath put his Seal to it, and proved it to be h@word or \Works , they would not believe the
own ; if afier this you will be quettioning it, bejl {.jetty of God : nor the Saviour of the World,
caufe of the feeming cont adi&ions or improb:fwhule Namse 4 wWanderful, Counfellor. the Mighty
biities, you do but queltion che wifdom anifli; d I/ai.v 6. Gods Naume mutbe written upon
power of the Lord: As if he had no more wilfs Word and Works, and all muft bear fome
dom, then youcan reach and fathom 3 yea, thefipart of bis Image ; and ereretore have fomewhat
you can cenfure and reprove > Or, asit he coullJjn them that is incomprehenfible.  Shall the Infi-
do no more, thenyou can fee the way and reafor fite Gos have no Word or Work, but whar may
of,- and are fit (o take an sccount of. & compiehended by fuch as we? I ferioufly pro-

I do therefure exhort al; thit fear the Groulfefs, that it oft amgmech me, to think thatwe
Name of God, and love gheir own Souls, Thufhould know fo mu*uf God, his Will| and’
they take fpecial heed agsinft thi- da ‘gerous fin:|§

Vays, as we do? en I confider the infinite
Think not the Proved-Seiled- Word of God, isiftance between him and us, 1 muft- admire that
ever the more to be fulpe@ed, becanfe thacthef

we are made {0 much acquainted with his minde,
martersin it do feem ftiange, and unlikely to your B d that he hath cold us fomuch ot bis myfteries
Reafon. And thirk not that you thould compre s he h-th done, and muft (ry [#what i mian that
hend' the myfterious counfels and ways of God. Behon art mindfnul of him, and the Sonof Man that
Lec your undecftandings moditate on Scriprute. Qhow fovs 11ji andregardeft bim.]) Pfal8 4. fob
difhiculeies, that you- may learn to refclve them; |l 17- Wien | ¢ +nfid. r how little a poor Worm,
but fuffer not the apprehenfion of thofe d flical- [fPr Brd, or ceaft, knowsof me th.t am made of
ties {0 make yow once queftion the Truth of he fsme A (h with bim ; and how much man
God ; but abhor fuch a thought asfoon as it 2. EI0Ws of tte minde ot God, who is infinitely
rifeth, and caft it with detetation out of your itant from him, it mekes me admire at the Pro-
hearts, ~ B ence thar hach fo ordered it.  If a Beaft could:
To perfwade you the more effeQally ; Ibe @O far confider, and difcou fe, would it not be
fee,ch you do but weigh impartally, befides what Boliv in him to call my writings, words, and ways,
1s faid before, thefefoilowing confizerauors
1. Coniider, who that Gud i< whofe wiys chot’
doft- fo prefumptuoufly pafs thy cenfure of; wé’
Lo whoit I} - -

beyond his reach | and to fay. [ How cam thefe:

hingt be 7 ] Why, alas, they are.vea-thoufnd
thou-

othe Bar, and to fufpec thofe asfalfe thatare .
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thoufand times neercrto us, thenwe are unt
God. O then let us thankfully open his book
and look upen his words and works and blefs hi
that hath condefcended fo far to man | and lifte
up manfo neer to himfelf in knowledge, in com
parifon of other inferior creatures; and mak
much of that meafure of knowledge which w
have : But do not think to meafure the Crearion
of God , norto comprehend his fecrets ; much
lefs himfelf. Methinks the reading of thofe fou
Chapters in 7¢b before cited, containing Gods ex.
poftulation with him, might do much to humble
an Arrogant wit, and to make it fubmit to infinite
wifdom. Alas, the ver Angels cannot compre
hend God, and whether g Creaturz can imme.
diately fee his Effence, wcannot now stfirm :
Admirations do better befeem the higheft of his
Creatures, then beld expoftulations. The flaming
Mount might not be touched. You cannocen-
dure to gaze upon the Sun, whichis Gods Crea-
tare : thould you approach too near it, you
would be confumed by its beat. And dare you be
fo bold with the higheft Majefly 2 It were not
greater folly to imagine that you can fpanche
Earth in your hand, or that you can reach the
Sun with your finger, then to imagine that you
are meer to expottulate with God. and thatall
muft be unreafonable in his Word or Works,
where your wit is not able to difcern the Reafoa.
Surely, [ His thoughts are not as oxr thoughes, wr
his ways a5 onr Ways ; but as far asth: Heaven
above the Earihy, fo far are histhosghts and wags
above onrs Hai.s5. 7.8,9 ]

And

And as you cannot comprebend the thonghts
and ways of God, fo you are furely unfit to con.
tredif them . The childe will {ubmit to the wif-
dom of his Father , and the Schollar of his
Matter, and will believe them when they cannot
re1ch the reafon of their fayings : They will not
fet their wits againlt chem, though they berea-
fonable Crearures, as well asthey. It was the
humble expreflion of men of old, whenthey
wo:d contemn them{:ives,in com parifon of their
fupericrs, to call themielves [ A dezddeg] o [a
flea,] * Sam 24. 14. and 30. :0, David Lim-
fit doth fo to Saz/. \Vhat may we then call our
felves, incomparifon with the Lord, butevenno-
thipg and lefs thedrnothing, and lighter then
vanity ? and thould nothing contend with immen.
fityand Eteinity # Should aFlea difvte witha
Learncd manund fav [ How can thefe things be]
How muc!: lefs thuuld we s difpute vith God 2
If a man do but lcok up to the height of the
vifible Heaven.or look down into fome exceeding
depth, ic will make him be ready to tremble: with
what dread and fubmiffive reverence then fhould
our mindes lo.k to the height and depch of the
Counfels :f the Lord? Da:renot thersfore any
more 'o quarrel with his wifdom . bat fay as 706
when God had non-plas’c him, $eb 42. 2, 3. [Z
JRuow thar thow canft da every thing , and that no
thought can be withholden from thee, who is he that
hideh counfel withont hnowledge ? Therefore bave
Twttered thar I nnder(tood nor  things too wonder-
#l for me, which I know nor.
2. Confider alfo wh.it we are onr fclves, as well
. D as
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aswf.at that God is with whow we do expofta-
jate. The Lord knowswe are filly Crertures for

fuch an uedestsking | Caii b chbreaiine lumps @

of earch, fuch walking dutt, fuc bags of fiizh, be ¢
: SR :
£t to enter a difpute with God: Anu thongh they |
are nobe fouls thar are thus mesnly houted, yet
never ecdowed or fitred for fiuch 2 tack. A {:oon
or fhell may as well contain the whu'e (l?-ccan, as
out narrow undcrf’tandxngs‘ compreticnd the
counicls of God. Are our undesdtandingsinfinite, B
that we fhould think to comprehend the Reafons g
of the words and ways of the Lord , any further i
then he hath condefcendel to r_cqul them ? O.r
eyes MLy u$ weli expectan ua'imited vidion . and §

tLink to fee beyond the Sun s cur usder tandipgs B

exped fuch aboundlefs intelic@inn, 15 a wonder

that fo much knowledge as we have, ﬂmui"i be
found in a foul thai’e houfed in clay: 2né fhiiwe
prefumethat we have fo much more thenwe base
It was the finful Arrogarncy of our firtt puicarsio
e 7re to be as Gods in Knowledge : snd fhullwe §
gofo far beyord them in our Arrogancy 25 wo pre- §
[#mc that we are alftually fuch inceed ?

And irs o blervable what contradicions therebe ‘

Dist Vet AR
among firul principles, and how proua infidelity

doth condemnic feif: Thefeunbelievers have tach
low thoug ts of mens foul, that they think it doth

but gracu.ily differin its rational power from thcé
fou! of abruic; and therefore thirk itcannot be§ £

immortal : and yet the vary fame men thac think§

net the foul fo nobleas to be immorial, do thinkl
it f> capuble of wifputing with God, and compre
~eoding the resfons of his Truths and ways, th;!tc

th

agaseft Divinity, Kepreffed.
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they are ready ro deny the moft confirmed
Truth, ifrhey do noc reach the maner and Ends
and Reafons of it, and God fhall not be believed
unlefs their Reafons be fatisfyed in all thefe | and
~unlefs they are able to rake fo full 2 view of the
whole body of Truth,as to anfiver all gain-fayers,
aad recorcile a!l feemirg contrsdidions, they will
nottake Gods word ro be his word, Yea wich che
wretched Atheift God fhall not be God, becaufe
he cannot comprehended him: He fhall not be in-
finize, in Immenfity and Eternity, becaufe thar he
cannot comprehend this immen(i:y and Eternity.
And fowi h the Infidel, Chrift thall be no Chrift,
and the Trinity no Trinity, becaufe his fhallow
brain cannot comprerend ti-e myfteries of the in-
carnation, the Hypoftatical Union and the Trini-
ty So that the fame min will have his foul to be
but asthe foul of g dog fotkind , and yet will
have it more comprehentive then the very Angels -
ia Heaven , ard chink it fo compecent a Judge of
Gods Counfzls, that he will prefume to condemn
them, if he fee r ot the R<afons of them.
3. Confider , Doth not certain experience tell

you that you are utter'y unable fally to under-
fand the nature and reafons of thofe works of

God, that are daly vifibie before your eys? I will
not fay,onely of the greater and more d'ftant but
even of the leaft, or of any one of them.I am con-

dent that there is not the leaft flie or worm or

{ Plieof grafs (much more the Sun and other Pla-

nets) but that which we know of them | is much
lefs then that which no man knows. And fhould
fuch poor underftandings then be fo Arrogant as
tothink to fathom the Counfels of God, and re-

) D2 je&
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not , How [uch things can be.
4. Confider, Whata ftream of experience do

you fin againit inthis Arrogancy. Doth notevery
that you fall upon, and every days bufine(s |§

Study )
that you are engaged in,moft pliinly difzover the

weaknefsof your underftandirgs? Why elfe do |
you learn no falter, and know no more2Why are |

yvou not yet abfolnte mafters inall Sciences and

Arts? Yea why areyou
yet will you prefume to d fpute with God ,

ticnefs for works that are fo much lower ?
5. Confider,Whether by this finful Ar. ogancy

yoa do not equal your underftandings with §
{ce the Reafon E
of all his Truths and ways, and will control them §

God:» Forif you muft be ableto

becaufe y ou fce not the reafon of them, doth not
this imply that yeu fuppole your felf toequal
him in underftanding? Ard what greater madnefs
can you be guilty of, then fucha conceir? Sozlfo
when you quarrel with the word as if it contained
things that are unrighteous ,

your unbelief by fuch conceits, what do you but

fay, that you are more righteous then God ? Oh g
thick not that the fool thnefs of man s wifer then &
God,or that our darknefs s comparable to hisine |
compreheniible light, or our uarighteoutnefs to
" tus perfe Joitice;

of thefe i:is peife&ions.
Livhaz heard . from the Spirit that paffed before
him in the Vifions of thenight, fob 4.13,14,15,

10

fo defediveinall? And B
and 8
reje& his Truthsas unreafonable, after all this ex- §
perience of your own infirmity, and of yourun- j

B inGod, yeu will haveno faith at all.

and ftrengthen §

| that you will be no believersatall.

guinft Divinty, Repreffed.

16,1 7,15,19,20,21. [ Shall mortal man be more
juft then God ? fbill @ man be more pure then
bis Maker 2 Behold he put # truftin bis fervants,
and bis Angels be clharged With folly = how much
lefs o them thar dwell i1 hussles of clay, whofe foun=
dation 55 in the duft , whichare crnfhed before the
moth : They are defhreyed ffom morning to evening:
they perifh for ever Yithous anyregavdingit: doth
wor their exccellency which is in them go aWvay? they
diz, evenWi. hout wifd m.]

«. Confider further, thatitis the very nature
of Faith to believe the thing revealed or teftifyed,
upon the meer credit of the teftifyer or revealer,
If therefore you will hive no fuch implicite belief
Tolecea
thing inits own Evidence, is notto Believe. The
formal obje@ of faithis the veracity of God:
Reafon affures us firlt that God cannot lye: and
next it difcernech by evidence, that [ 7 his s Geds

L word, or a Divine Revelarivw}: and then we may
t wll build upon this foundanon, that each parti-

cu'ar of this Revelation istrue. So that itisno
trae Belief , if the creditof the Teftifyer be not
the reafon of your Affent. If thereforeyou muit
fce the reafon of Gods revealed truths | and the
very manner and end of all his works_before you
will believe, this is as much as openly to proclaim,
You will Af-

fentto the words of the falfeft Lyar, as long as

or that we are fit Judges § you {ee the Evidence of ctruth inthe things them-

Hear that voice that £- K

felves which they report:  And will you give no
more credit to God then to fuch aone> Will yoa

believeGod no further thenyou fee aCogent Evi-
D3 dence,
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denceinthe _thmg aﬂ'erred., pvhich {hews that he
cannot deceive youthereinif he would? Why
shuc. far yor will beliave the wor(t of nen : Fot’
indeed thisisuo delivvingar ail.  If d
' zlic ving you do nat

firft believe thet God cisat lye, and {o thatsll
ttlxlat he faith is crue, you fave no belief 1 himat
all.

7. If you are Chrilians, you are Chrifts Difci-
ples, and therefore maft wait o0 him in the jium.

ble pofture of learners. And he chit will ne wine

credit this teacher . 1s not ike o learn. It you
will not believe him | bur affent oneiy to r}hac
which s evident of it fe! without his word , then
how are you bis Scholars? T
8. Willyou allow your own children or Scho-
larsto dofo by you? Ifthey thould diipute with
you inftead of believing you,and fo fhould rejed

all that you teli them as falfe, thatis beyond their -
capacity as to the reafons and manner; yon w:uld

not think that they did their duty Wienafchool-
mafter is teaching his fcholars their leflon, {lnll

they inftead of lcarning, difpute it with their ma- :

ggr, and in every ditficulty or feeming contradi-
¢ fen, unbelievingly tay , [ How can thefe things
¢]? Be notguilty of that cowards God , which

you would not havea child be guilty of o a

man.

a. Confider afo, if this courfe be taken,whether '

| et

;vcr you be like to come to knowledge. ’ For the i
nowledge of things whoie Evidence is all in the

Revelation, and the credit of the Teftifyer,can be
ntc]); other way attained but by believing: All
things {eem Rrange and difficult ac firft, to thofe

that

'/,a;z;nﬂ Divinity, Repreﬂ}d.

t'tﬂxéinh'ave not !eamed't'hem:" 1f you underftand
sl things already | what need youto learn any
more ? 1f you do not,, then a!l that you ander-

| (land will appear to you at firft as darknefs ot

concadiction. 1t ow you will be fo confident of
your own under(tandings, es to caft away all that
you wederftand nozalready, beeaule it feems con-
tradi@ury or unlizely, low zre you like to know
any more? If you wiil conclude that all is fulfe
which you und<rftand not already, you are like

1o make bug unprotitable fcholars, Well there-

fore {aith Selomon, Prov. 6.1 2. [Secft th.u aman
wife in his own conceit ? there is more hope of a fool
then of him ] Yor certainlyitis a double degrec

b of folly, fora manpot onely to be ignorant of

the chings of God , but lfo to be fo ignorant of
his own girorarce. And we muft be at more paies
to make fech proud men know ghat they do not
know, then to make the humble to know the
cruths themfelves , which they perceive that they
yetknow not. And therefore Panl doth aot only
bid us [ Be ot wife in yiar cwn conceits ] Rom.12
16 Butalfo, intimatcs thatignorance is the caufe
of fuch conceits of wifdom, Rem. 11.25. [ForJ
wonld not  brethres , that ye fronld be sgnorant of
this mftery, left ye fhonld be wifein your oWs con-
ceits. ] As Solomon (aich of the foulhifh ﬂuggard,
that [ He s wifer o8 bis own conceit then jeven
menthat can render a reafon) Pre2016.

10. Confider, Whether in this cafe you joyn

' notimpudency and inhumaneingraticude to your

Arrogancy ? When Chrift condefcendeth to be-

come your teacher, and you are loyterers and
D 4 dullards
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dullatdsand will not learn, but have loft the moft.

nd will n Bther prefently and ecafily opens them before
of your time in his {choole, is it nota great mer- Jhis face.  So when you have puzzelled your
cy now, that he will yet entertsin yon and inftru@ § brains in fearching out the reafons of Gods
you , and doth not turn you out of his fchoole  §ways, and feeking to reconcile the feeming
And will you, inftead of being thankful for this § contradi®ions of his word , and*fay [ How
mercy, fallaqmrrelling with lus truth, andtake [ can tvefe things b} in a moment can God
on youta be wifer then he,when you havefo pro- Jf fhew you how they canbe, and make alf plain
voked him by your ignorance and unprofitable- | to you, and make you even wonder that you
nefs | Willyou flye in hisface, withaudacious || faw it not fooner, and athamed that you opened
ucbclieving queltions , and fay [ How can thefi | your mouth in unbelief, How plaim is that ta
things be.] Asif it were he that knew not what § 2 man of knowledge, which to the ignorant
ke faid, and not you that did not underftand

him 2

1Y. Confider, How eali'y can God evince the

verity of thofe palfages which you fo confidently
rejet, and open youreyes to fee that as plain as
the high-way , which now fz2ms to you fo con-
tradi®ory or improbablc > And then what vill
you have to fay for yonrunbelicf and Arrorancy,
but to confels your folly and fit down o fhumes
You know when any difficule cafe is propaunled
to you in any other matter , which you can fee
no probable way to refolve, yes when another
hath refolved it to your handsin a few words,
itis prefently all plaintoyon, and you wonde
that you could notfee it before. You are as
one that wearveth himfelf with fiudying to
unfold = Riddle, and when he hath given it
over asimpoilible , another openeth it to him in
« word. Or 251 have feen boys at p'ay with
ayair of tarrying Irons , when one hath fpent
mazy hoursin trying to undo them, and cafts
them aweay, asif it could not bedone, 8?0'

. thee

feems impoffivle » If the certain event did not
convincethem , you fhould never perfwade the
ignorant vulgar, that learned men know fo
much of the motions of the Planets | and cn
fo long before tell the Eclipfe of Sunor Moo=,
to a Minute.  Bur when they fce it come to
pafs, they are convinced. Thus can God con-
vince thee of che verity of his word, either by
. increiful illumination | or by a terrible execu-
tin  Forthere is not a foulin Hell but doth be-
lieve the cruth of .the threatnings of God.
Aud the Devils themfelves Believe , that would
draw thee to uobelief.

‘12 Laftly, Take heed of the very begin-
nings of this (in ; for it is the ordinary way to
toral Apoftafy ; when men have once fo
far loft their humility and modefly , and for-
got that ‘they are men, or what a man is,
as to make their fhallow Reafon the cen-
futer of Gods Word, becaufe of certain feem-
ing imprpbabilities ; and when they will not
et fatisfyed in the bare Word of God, tgat

thus

L




58

The z-ﬁf;raga_tzcy of Eeafon | again§t Divinn l,_;gep‘reﬂéd.

59

thos it is ; butthey mutt nceds know [why, an
how it can be ], this opens the flooc-gate of tem
ptations upon them; for the envious Serpent wil
quickly fhew them more difficulties then che
fhallow brainscan anfwer; and will cull outal
thofe paffages of Scripture, which are fard:
be underftood , whizh the unlerned and unftabie d
Wreft to their on deftruction, 2Pet.2:15, Hewl
{hew them all the knots , but never fhew then
how to untye them. Such arrogant queftioner
& cenfurers of Gods word do oft run on to utter
infidelity; while tliey are incompetent Judges,
and do not know it , what can be expeéted from
them buc a falfe judgement? For thoughthe
light fhinechin darknefs, yetthe darknels com-
prehendethitno : fub 1.5. and thercfore pre
fumeth to condemn the highe.

O cherefore let all young , raw ftudents , and
unfetled wits take heed in the fear of God , that
they exalt not themfelves,and that they think not
their weak urderfiandings to be capable of com-
prehending the counfels of God , and p:fliega
cenfureupon hisword, upon th: nature of the mat-
ter as appearing unto them, Nay let the tharpel
wirs, and greatett fcholars ftoop down before the
wifdom of God, and behave themfelves as hume
ble learners , and enter as little children into his
fchoole and Kingdom, and fubmiffively put their
mouthsin the duft , and take heed of fetting thei
wits againft heaven , or challenging the infinite
wifdom to a difputation. 1fthey love themfelves,
let them take this advice, and remember thatGod

delighteth to fcatter the proud in the imaginatml;
Y

f cheir own hearts, Luke 1.51.and to pull down
fpiring finners to the duft. As they thac would
their pawer againit God | would ioon be con-
inced of their madnels by cheir ruine; fo they
hat will fer rheir witdom againft him. are like to
fcape no better. [ Ler no man decesve himlelf: if
ny man ameng you [cemeth to be wife sn this workd;
st him become a fool. thar be may be Wife . for the
ildom of thes Wo-ld #s foclithnefs with God : For
1 13 Written, be taketh the wi'e in their own c1afti-
ofs: Andugain | The Lord kuowerh the thonghts
f the Wi'e thar +hey are vain ] 1Cor.3 18,19,20.
Objeca. But Woald you nor bave men fatisfyed
f the reafontolene/s of what they bclieve? fhall
ien believe that Which # nrrealonabic? this were
s wike 116 mad, and not (hriffiins.

Ax/w. Y ou mutt believe norhing hut what you
have fuficient reafon to belicve. DBut then you
muft know what is fotficienc reafon for Belief.
Prove but the ¢hing to be the Teftimony of God,
and then you h:ve futficient reafon to believe it,
whatfoeverit bz For*Faith proceederh by this
Argumentation [ whatfeever God teftifyeth 4
Trae: Bur this God teftifyerh 5 Therefore it 1
tr4e.] You bave as good reafon to believe the
Major,2s that there is 3 God:and be that acknow-
ledgeth nota &od, is unworthy to bea man:
All that you have to look after thereforeis to
provethe Minor , that [this or that ss the word
of God] And as concerning the Scripture in ge-
neral, 1t carrveth fufficient Reafon to warramt
and oblige any man thatreadeth or heareth it,
to believe it, in the forchead of it. It fhineth by
ins
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It thinech by its own light | and it beareth ¢
certain feal of Heaven. So that we havego
Reafon to believe the Scripture , or Doctrine
Chrift to be the word of God : And then we ha
as good reafon to believeit, and every part of
to be true. And then what ground is there for ;
ny further exceptions or objections2 Whenjya
have feen the feal of God atlixed | and perceive
fufficient evidence of the verity of the wholt
what room is left for cavils againtt any p
of it?

Obje®. But it is certain that God never fhok
contyaditions . Therefore if 1 finde comtvadiclion
in the Scriptures , may I not rarionally arguc tha
they are not the Word of God ?

Anfw. Yes, if you could certainly and in.
fallibly prove your Minor, that Scripture hath
fuch contradi@ions. But that’s not a thing tha
a fober man can be confident of proving : becaul
all things that men underftand not, may feemt
them to have contradi@ions. And you havefa
more reafon to fufpe& ydur own fhallow under

ftanding, thenthe Word. For thofe things asl
have fhewed , may be eafily reconcileable byo-
thers that underftand, which feem moft unrecon.
cileabletoyou. Areycu fure there can be no way
of reconciliation,but you muit know it? It's esfit
therefore to fee that your Minor cannot poflibly
be proved.

Yez it may be eafily and cenainly difproved,
even by him that cannot reconcile thofe feeming
contradi@ions: For [God atreffeth no contradidhi
ens : bus God atrefbesh the holy Seripture. There

fort

wre the holy Scriptures bave no coneraditions. ]

The Major is moft evident to the light of
atare, and granted by your felfe. The Minor
s proved at large, before and elfewhere. Gods
weftation is difcernable to Reafon.

Jtis therefore a prepofterous ceurfeto begin
tche quality of the word , andto argue thence,
hat God revesled it not, when you fhould begin
¢ the Atteftation or feal of God, and argue

ry quality beareth or containeth his Image and
Seal.) For youare more capable of difcerning
the fealc of Geod atteftingit (in the fpiritof Mi-
racles, and Holinefs,¢fc. Jthen you are of difcern-
ing prefently the fenfe of all thofe paffages that
feem contradictory toyou. You may eafily be
ignorant of the true interpretation , for want of
acquaintance  with fome one of thofe many
things that are neceffary thereto: Butlcanbe
certain that God hath astefted the Scripture to
be his Word. :

And indeed common reafon tellsus that we muft
firft have a general proof that Scriptureis Gods
word, and argue thence to the verity of the parts,
& not begin with a particular proot of each part;
It feems youwould argue thus : [ This andthas
textof Scriptmre are trmes therefore they are Gods
word | but reafon telicta you , you fhould argue
thus [ This is Gods Word: therfore it true ] 1f you
feraboy at fchool to learn his Grammar,will you
allow him to be fo foolifh , asto ftay till hecan
teconcile every feeming contradiction init, be-

fore he believe it to bea Grammac , or fubmit
to

hence that be did revealit: (and indeed the ve- -
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to learn, and ufeits Rules > Or will voy
pedt, that he firlt know ittobe a Grla}c’:;ar:'m
;hen make it his bufinefs to learnto uwder’ﬂ
it, and therein to learn to recorcile all {rem
contrads®ion: 2 And fhou'd he not inmodq
and reafon, think that his Matfter can recon
thatwhich may feem unrecencileabie to Lim_
fuch unlearned Novices, as heis? ’
For my part I em fuily relolved, Thatif
Reafon could reach to nea: of the matzers ¢
vealed in Scriprares, {o as to ree them inthe e
dence of the thing, yetif I oncelee the eviden
of Divine Revelation, 1 may well be affured. th
it 1, wholly true; how far foever tem.y tranfe
my Reafon. YForl bave Reafonto believe alith
God revealeth and affertach; and 1 huve ref;
to acknowledge the inbecillity of my Reafor
and its incompetency to cenfure the Wifdom
God.
And thus I abhor boththe do@rine of then
thatfay , We bave ro Reafon to be Chuiftians
and that the truth of Scripture is an indemontts
ble principle, that muft be believed without Re
fons, and not prov.d by them :  And alfo the Ar
rogant infidelity of them that will believe no
thing to be a Divine Revelation, unlefs their Rex
fon can comprehend the thingit felf, or at leaft
if there be any thing init that feems contradi
Qory to their Reafon ; and fo will begin at the
wrong end , and examine che particular matter,
by the teft of their blinde Reafon , when they
fhould firft examine the atceftations of the
whole, where the cvidences are mere fitted
for
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rtlxl;l?{;;ibn, evea sf the yonger Chrift-ans to
ifcern. )
I ezfily confefs that no man fhould ground-

cfly believe any thing te be a Divine Teftimony,

: believs any man that faith, he fpeaks from
«d: Bt when God hath given them fufficient
Yeafon to believe, thatthe Teftimony and Reve-
ation is indeed from himfelf, if after thatmen
il fill be doubting , becaufe their Reafonis
alled about the Manner, and the Caufes, and
ads, and will believe no more then is within
he reach of their Reafon in thefe refpects, nor
onfefs that it is Gods Word , unlefs they can

vindscate it from all Objections, and know why

nd howic is, as well as rhar itis ; this is a meer

urreafonable unbelief. It is ordinary with Princes
and other Law-givers, in wifdom to conceal the

Reafon of their Lawg : Shall Subje&s therefore
prefume to cenfure them asdefe&tivein wifdom
ot Jutice, becaufe that they know not the Rea-
fon of them? 1 fay again, If there were nothing
inScripture, buc what che Reéafon of man could
comprehend, it were not fo like o be the produd
of the infinice Wifdom of God. Let Reafon
therefore ftoop to the Wifdom of our Maker,
and when he hath, let us know that icis heihat
fpeaketh ; let ushumbly learn, and not proadly
expoftulate with him aboutthe reft.

Though 1 fhall not undertake to fet upon
the refolution of all the Queftionsof incredu-
lous men, which they commonly raife againft the
Word of God; (for that would take up many

lerge Volumns of ic (¢lf ;) et as I have diffwaded
them

———
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is Arrogancy of wit, fo I fh

trtr]\:l‘l?e ii;?l [(:]f a few %f tyhcir commoneit af
greateft Objections, to thew them that their}
fidelity is capable of a Confutation, as well
2horteation. .
OF(;b]j)cé].ol.Tm rell u5 ont of Scrip.'mte‘. r}mt' th
are Devils, moft wicked malicions [pirits addif}
todoevil : Whomade thfe I)ey:{:, or. hotwea
theytobefobad: Certainly,God is govd,and ther
fore made nothing bt What was geod ; 4:;{ e;'u
thing maft have afirftcanfe : If they ma L-ng'
_'felwf.r evil, then thiy were the firfb canfe of 1he

caufe of his own pravity. God made him not
evil, but he made hinifelf 1o, Cod gave bim free-
wilto be a felf-deter mining principle; by this he
was enabled to ftand or fatl. and left in the hands
of bis own connfel. By a finful aCt he averted
himfe!lf from the chiefeit good. and became dif
pofed to a further averfiuiy, which mighz quickly
habitaate him toall evil. Nor isje any deifying
of the Creatures wiil, o fay it is fuch “a felf- de.
ermining principle, and o far a firf caufe, while
it had the power of fo!f- derermination from God,
nd fo abfolutely is no firft caufe, It was the ex-
celiency of theCreature 1 beirgtobe governed, to
bave freewil, ora felf-determ:ing power to good
revil: Though it be o higher perfeionto be
etermined or determinable onely to good,whicli
it Parrid may be enjeyed | yetin <i for one
nder Government in the ufe of means in order
otheend, it is moft fuirable ro their conditiz:n
0 have a liberty of feif-determination : And
herefore this was part of the beauty of the
rame of Nature, and therefore not derogatory
fom the workman. As God intended fipiential-
¥y OF per porentsam [apientie, 10 govern the ra-
‘onal Creature by Laws and Obje@s : Sodid he

il ud then yors deifie the Wil of if
g::lz;lmalgzg it to be ;vbﬁ)lﬁttlj afirft canfe. |
you fay as [ome Tbjzt./m s but a P"'U'”;gf". ar
therefore bath no cfficient caﬂ/a:, but ;;1 z}mcg
then either thar deficiency mnft be [irf frlrm 0
(and then be fhonld be the fift canfe of ZIA 7»1) ¥
from the will of the Devil 5 and then cither e 104
before bonnd non-deficere, or xot. Ifdm.". it rg:l
nofin; if hewere, then fitlt] he conl dprm;? 1-
ficere, though God did all that belonge }t?J w’:‘,,
prevent it 5 econdly,and he conld have | /olo.. . Jd 7
ot any more help then he had when he fe.l \ f::[i;'
quoad determinationem propriz  volune: g
foonld have been the firft determining m;‘;eef‘fl
own perfeverance , or non-dficiency b‘:)];u:fiﬂ;
conld not fand, it Was xo fin tafall. being be i
nocent. Moreaver, their fin \vas not a r‘mrr ]ir i
tion, but materially an alt (;vhfrber vcl._e cr x;u i
and formally a relation of difconformity to ti
Law. :

eAnfw. 1: The Devil himfelf was thc(f;g

: ; and thatwh? by giving
ima free, that is, a felt-determining will,

lndcgd, the Angelical Nature, and Soul of
29, 18 fo exquific and fubeile, and fublime a
Ing, that fio man can cx:dly perceive and com-
tehend the manner of s felf-determination ;

piestially frame him ip a capacit* for fucha
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comve? S:all wechercfore fay, that there 1s no
uch tlirg 2 shall we deny that which we fee and
ear, and frel | becaufe we know not how op
hence it came > Whae folly is this > Then let
verv Mucderer, Thict] or other « ff-ndor ac the
fizes. cothe off with this Argument, ang fay
bat ke haith donenoevil; for all things are of
sod, and God duth no evil.  As mad as this
reafoning s, yer have I known them that have
opanly profortad, that they longed to fee the
Dewil. end would ride a hundred mile ro fee
Lim, tnmeer confidence, that there is no Devil s
and thit upon fuch vain imaginations as thefe,

Objett. 2. 7 he Scripenre faith | Thar God
made all things of mothivg ; When of mothing, ne-
rbl)i;;g can be mgde. How then can thefe things
€ !

efnfie. Cannot God doit, unlefs fich worms
a0 tell hew he thould doic? Doth the Infant
know how be is formed inthe Womb ? But why
thuld it feem improbable, that the firft Infinite
Peing thuld create a Finice Betng ? He thac

wveall Crestures their Forms, canas well canfe
the firfk Matcer.  Whae if i were granted, Thae
Euth, or Warer, or Air, were from Eternity ? Is
tnot as hard to make the Sun and Heavens of
ore of thefe, as to make one of thefe of no-

hing ?
Bntmethinks thefe Infilels thould confider,
hat either God made all things of nothing, or
Ife . that fomething of which he madz them,
ultb: eternal, and withour any cfe. If fo,
h_fnl: 18 God ; and if God, then eitherthe One
' E 2 true

though the manner of 1t bz yer put ourresch,
We may certainly eonclu.e, taaetoze, Tha
God made Angels and Meag o1 but fome
thofe Angels, and M n, by Sherm iuacmc‘m,
made themfeives evil @ For Ghd made chem fre
Ageats to determin: themicives to good or evil,
Aad the igno-ance of the nvace ot res wil dot
ciufe fuch Infidels to nf: up agunft God wi
their impious quarscls, .
5. And fee whecher thel: blinie wretches do
“notwilfally put out the:t owacyes, and reafon
againft moft cerrain fenfe anu expenence. For]
would ask any of them  whether chere be indee
any fin, or bad me .1 in the woils, ornot2 It the
fay, no; then I would withchem. nocto blam
any man as an evil doer, that ‘ﬂu!l rob them, o
flinder them, or beat them, T ¢ L kelieft cure fq
this error, is to beat themn black and blew, t
they believe that he that dothit, dothill.  An
why fhould not any man do it daly if there b
no illinit> Is not he mad with infidel cy, che
thinks there is no bad man inall the worly, whe
there are fo many, and fo defperately widked, 2
when he is fo bed himfelf 2 Orisle fic to bet
lerated in any Society,that thinks there is noevil
- Sure he wif chink, that he may vo any thing, an
not do evie. . Dut +f he confufs, tha: any mant
evit, ordoshevil, fet him ask hifeif who mad
him cvil? Did God that is good? or did b
himiclt 2 And if he cin finde out how man cam
tobeevil, Le may finde a fz.l:isfa&ur.y anfwert
his queftion, how Angels cameto bt evil.

what if we could not teli how this evil did m;
: €0

o2

oo

e e
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tree God mmfedf, or fome othrr God. If God
himfelf, then all Crecrures thould be his fub-
ftance, ar 4 fibe Gad; wra fothey wou.d make
every oneco be Ged. 1¥ any other God, then
they will incur the {0 conveviences; befides,
the foigning of mony Gods, h-caufe they will
rot com.cfs the omnporency ¢f One. s it net
more resfonatle to sebove, e God male a
Stone, or Farth or nofuing, then to behieve that [l ther st :&on to Reaton in this potar, in Tho.
it made it el > Put thus wil Moteals enfnare | robire his zlp,ncnd!x._ Theel. nd Infbszne. Peripat,
and bewilder chemfelv-s while they will g about § cap. » & 1. which 1in e d aezro recie
te comprehend and quedtion Omnipotency, and § Objcd 4. M Lo fweh Gen X 16, Thar God
ask their Maker, How h= can fo make them, E .14 1o [reit Loclses, the Seen and Musir s where-
Obj.&. 3. Mofes fuith, Tha God m.de the B 150 o5 cortain tha mazy etoc Plani. s dre qreater
light, and day, and darkncfs, and night, befcre the i e b hedly frmoran. .
Stu s Wheis the lizht s the eff &, gnd the Sunthe i

Creatures 1t ~eof 2 Ashe made the water, hefor
he confin “d 12 10 its banks, and madeitaSea: So
mght Lie make the light or fire, be or« becon-
traded fomuch of itinro 1 Sun: Asd:f hecan
diftingifh dav and night by ‘he wnafervad,
Lemight as eaiily do e by the tle-mene ot Fire

or Light before. You may ize 1 pruteace of fu~

then tha AlLe -
arer then he

r ST S .
:/frlj\\‘. Doz inonan thav o
-

r

canle; and the darkuc/s is put a privition of the f Moon, ooy e ror g Jrsrotie Lareh, 3

light of the Sun. How then can thefe things be ¢ f thentse Mo i, Worl is tire uen? that Mofes (
Anfw. 1. Whatloever God can produce me- afirme:h.

diately by the Sun, or other Inftruments, thathe B O0jed. & Nofts males the Cardes of Fden i

tohave a River avijiug fiidy viseh Cividel ie [ch
ints s pres. Bat thore s 20 Lol place moW known
iu the World wheis four f1ch Rovers he defcribeth
e fo near.

Anfw. Afo'cs {:ith nor, that this River had its

tife in &4, much lefs in the Garden ; mor that

can produce as eafily, immedistely himfelf with- §
oulan Inftrument.  fsicnot as eafic tohim, 2§
caufe light without a Sun, as to make thetunit ]
1eit, wich 1ts hight?
2, Are not Philofophers yet unrefolved, whe-§
cher light be not a fubftance? And thea why
miglt it not be firft creazed alene? e four divitiors or braacies of it were in the
3. However, it might be the efe@ of the El:- § Garden, but in Eden. Tewas not all Edesthat
ment of e, didpofed of by God for differencing f wasthis Garden, nor the Garden called Eden .
day aud niph~) without a Sun, till the Sun wasf But Eden was the name of the Country (at that
made. And 15 1w not agreeableto the reft of bisf time when 17./z¢ wrote) in which theGarden
wocks, that he fhould firft make the Elements § was. And this Land of Eden was in Telaffar,
and general matter before he form parcicularfl thatis, in the upper part of Chaldza , where
¢ re=rure § Babylon is fcituate ; and chere the River Exphrares

E 3 divideth

4
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fol Crex-nres i the apprehenfion of man, as
now they are s For (¢ was upon rans fall, that
God put chat entuicy between them and us, from
which oar hatred ang dread of them doth pro-
ceed. When the Devil hid fhiewed his malice
tous fo far; thendd vod pu that ixed enmity
inour natures winch weali iince pereceive. This
was not 10 Eve, and cherefore it 1s no wonder if

divideth it felf into thofe four the ms whikh
AMcfes here d.feribe'h 5 which River poedd
through and out of Eden though the pring or
Head be elfwhere : The four parcicular Branches
you may f.e defuribed by Funires on che Textat
large; and the moltpranibl- conjelure of the
fcituationof che Garden, s, ha-iewisino-ve y
near th= place where Bibylon now ftinds, a:d
fron whonce came the Jews fuffering, as weil asfjh: had no more dread of ih's evilfpivie, then we
our firft fin. hhave of vrie another s ‘f!u’czally when itis mo't

Ooje®. 6. Is it a likely thisg thit a Serpensflikely thet fhe well knew tha- theie were good
frould [peak to Eve? Orihe [wbriity of the SerpetAngels, but knew not of ther £4il) and of their
be ave fo: of the Tempration? Or, that Eve tha ! malice uato her {zif, And or tre (abciley of the
Wasthein P"f‘ &, hanld sot byow that Serpents can- E[oltrum:zntal Serpent, 1t w:s the itkelier to be the
wor [peak of themfelves: and sf oo buew tha iffTnftrument of theibod decever And it is moft
was the Devil thar [pale by the Serpest, is wonld i kely, that Gad wouid not fuffzr Satsn o ufe any
bave affrighted and aftonihed hor, rather then hanfg other Inftcament, that fo che quaiicy of the In-
been [uch a cempratio:: to her ? frument might be titcer to excice 1 due czutelouf-

Anfw. 1. Though Eve wis perfet as to hetfnefs in the woman, Sitan Limf{clf being &pirie, is
naturst powers, and c:pacity, yet noc as to heflinvfible to us ; and therefote. when he willap-
afual knowledge > She thit was n.wly then ' '

) [ pear, it mult b in {me borrow:d fhape 5 and he
created, might be ignorant of the Serpen:s nufulually fitceeh thac fhups tothe encs of his appa-
ture.

fidons 1f it be to terniie, it is commonly 1 a

2. But fuppofe that e knew that it was chefjdreadful (haze ; and for ciemolt part, God will
Devil that fpake by the Serpent (which feems tofnot fuffer him to appear in any ozher, that man
me moft likely) yetdo:h it nottollow, thicnefimay the beteer know that it is the enemy thathe
fhould then dread or abhor him: For t vw know

fhath co deal with. Aud fob.foreour fa_'xl, when
you that Eve was acquainted with tne Disbolicilfhe would deceive, he fpeaketh by a fubiile Grea-
pravity or milice How know you whentbe An-

: tore, and is permitted to do it by no other, that
geis fi’“ to be Devils ? whecher |0ng betore ? off§man migh: have the more reafonto (U{Pc& that
whesher they were but newly faln, +as Zsndl

. he came in way of deceit. We are incompeteit
conceiveth by their unbelief ) But moft cercann Judges of the full of thefe things, unlefs we better
it iz,that they were then no fuch hatefu! or dread:

|

knew the a.quaintance that man then had with the
fu E 4 Angehical

—
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angelical natwre, and what famidiairy

competent Judges.

it thithe for Goe Q0o
Ob} . How ecali
WNad, or bui’d Ciy, Clen 40,1 7.
Was nomrore poci ¢ 0 Lvih ]
Anfirs Ackeal I o lad the Land of Aed not
becaute i was 1ioaiied in Cadas tinye sut 1a the
: e 2. frisfuppoied to be
betwees Ge Lund 2000w handrG yeerof s
agey (L Cady buii s “ary, and by Due. Cie

creplos fratis et tnd e be dad e prefently
et i Curle,

thou et vie chingeare laid defe
sgesrinche concife Naration. And wiy might
Bt s potierity be eafily i fopiyed inall that
inte g dach g number eemighe buid and reple-
Vyrerinany £oghics.
2 that the Red-Sea fhonli
225 10 pafs throughi Or that
s Tl d fand 258 n Jothuahs time . and s
PTraiza we olerikered by i 7 Or rhat Jonss

fould

rtme when 44,

T SR

)
D
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R
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food Lo the £ rac

——

vas be-
tweenthen , or what alterion s ficce madein

the nawre of the intrumenal Serpent by che
Cu-fe. Whytden ianv)l wa urbehievingly ask,
Flow chefethings canbe 2 which God revealeth,
when wem .y eafi'y hnsw thatwe are fuch in-

Many more of thefe OLje@ions might be men-
tioned, and eafily corfated, that are raifed by In-
fideis about the Crearion | and fall ; bue becanfe
Fuaizs bath conti e 22 0f them alresdy, after
fhis PreleCuons on (v .3 p.9 - sgamft an Antino.
m an that then vrge! them from Simplicizs the
Heathena Phuloipoor 1810 refor them that need

815 fipednto the Lasd of
b piere
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wld live without ayre in the belly of a Whale? Or
it be digefled inhis belly as other food 7s ? How
an thefe chings be ? .
Anfw  Aad what, muit Ged do none bat /ike-
things ? Isit notas eafie with him to do alf
is, as for you to move a finger, and much more?
sit notas eafie to make the water ftand fill as
nove or to gather it on heapsin the Sea, asto
ather itinto the Sea from the reft of theearth,
ad to keepits courfe in ebbing anc fowing? And
sit not as eafie to caufe the Sun to fand ftill as
omove > And fo to move as it is fuppofed to do?
f the Sun had ufed to ftand ftill, would you not
ave tasen it foras incr:dible 2 matzer thatit
ould move ¢ And have faid as unbelievingly,
Hiw can this be » And for the diforderingof Na-
ture, it was Sun and Moon with ali the moveable
fzmzthat ftood (1l together ; and not the Sun
clone : And fo made no fuch alteration as 15 tma-
gined, it muit have done. i

And for foras,that God that made him and all
trewnld , and fuftzizeth it by his power, could
ealily do this. Verhaps chefe Infidels will next fay
that an Infant cannot live in the Mothers womb
for want of ayr or breath.

= Are they not as grear works which we every
day ee, in the Bring and Courfe of Sun, Moon
and other Creaturcs, as any of thefes

3. Isit likely that Asfes would have wrote of
fuch a thing as the ftanding and opening of the
Red Sea, and the Ifzaelites paffing thtough it, to
thofe fame Ifraclites , and that he would fo oft
hwve ufcd that asan Argument to move them to
obedience
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Obedience , and deliver them his Law to be ke
upon fuch an Obligation or Motive, if no fuc
thing ac all bad been done : would fo many thou
fand people have believed fuch a man that tol
ghem they were led through the red fea as on dr
fand ? and would they have followed him fort
years through a wildernefs, and fo zealoufly haw
maintained hisLaw which was backed with fuc}
Motives. if chey had all known thefe things to be
falfe > Or was it pofiible they fhould be falf,
and they not know them ?

But I’le ftand no more in confutins thefe c
vils againft theOld-Teftament but fpeak to 2,0r}
which they bring againftthe Gofpel of Chnft

Obj. 9. Isita lik ly thing that a Virgin (bould

sonceive and have a child 2 How can this be

Anfw. Isitnot as eafie for Gad to caafe con
ception by :he Holy Ghott immediately, as med:-
diately by man 2 Doth God insblea Creature to

do that which he cannot do himfelf, wichout thst
Creatare ? What madnefs were it to dream tha:
this exceeds che power of God ?

Obj.vo. Isir alikely thing that God [ould be-
o some a man, or that God and man fhould ke one per:
' Jon, which is more Condefcen Ton then for a Prince
20 become a flye to fave flyes fgpm being killed ?

Anfw, 1’s onething to ask whether this be
poflible? and another, Whether it wcre done?
Itis indeed the greareft wonder of all the works
of God, Rutthere is no contradiction initto
prove itimpoffirle. The Godhead was no whit

really abafed or changed by this Uaien, but (it
the utmoft) relatively and reputatively orglyd
0
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o4 did not become man , bv ceafing to be God,
¢ commixing the fumane Nirture wich the Di-
ine. Butone y affumed a humane nature to the
vine. Itis not therefore as if a Prince fhonld
ecome an inferior Creature, but onelyasif he
ould affume fuch a Creature into fo neer a re.
ation to him.

.. And that God hathindeed done this, his e-
ident Teftimonics have proved to the world : Is

it likely or pollible that one fhouldaffert fucha
thing ,

and feal itin the face of the world with
Miracles, and rife himfelf from che dead, and fend
forth a fi-itof Miracles and of holinefs on his
Charch,to confirm his atfirmation,if all this were
not true which heatfirmeth # )

3 Is thisthe thanks that God fhull have for his
wonderful condef.enfion, thatthough he proveit
to be true, yet we will not believe the mercy that
he fhews us, uniefsitfecm likely to us in the way
of s accomphifhment ?

0> i 1. Is it not & contradiction tofay t bat there
arethree per oic, and but one God 2

Anfv No: Becaufe to be a perfon or fubfi-
Reace in the Godhead, and to be a God is not all
one. Itis no contradi@ion that the Vegetative,
Seafitiveand Rtionalio man, fhould bethree,
and diftin& one from another , and yet not be
three fouls buc one. And that Power, Underftand-
ing, and Will, fhould be three, and diftin& and
yetnot three fouls but one: And that Power,
Light, and Heat, fhould be diftin& in the Sun ;
and yetnot be three Suns, but one. Why thes
thould the Divine Trinity of fubfiltences feema
contradiion ? o

bje@
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y. Plal 25.9. and unto Babes doth he reveal
My tteries of his Will, For though the Lord
High, yet bath he refpe& unto the lowly : but
proud he knoweth a far off, Pfal.138. 6.
¢ the myferies of rhe Gofpel which now feem
redible , he will one day open.to the comfort
his Saints, and the confufion of unbelievers ;
en at the appearing of enr Lord Jefus Chrift,
Lich in bis times be fball foewo , whe ss the ble([cd
J enely Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lord
Lords : who onely hath immortality , dwelling
the light Whichno man can approach wwto,
hom no man bath [een or can fee s towhem be Ho-
i and Power everlaing.  Amen.

Obje&. 12. There ave many contradictions iny
Scripture ; and thevefore it 15 incvedible, Fory
“ample ; Mark. 14. 30. [ Before the Cock Cr
twice | Mar.axd Luke fay [ Before the CockCroy
Andmuny the like.

Anfo. 1. It1s meerignorance of the fenfe
Scripture , that caunfech this conceit of contrad
&ion. Expofitors themfelve. are imperfed inl
underftanding ~fthem; yetif you will well re;
them,you fhall {ee how efily and cleerly theyr
concile many things that f.e.n unreconcileable
the ignorant. Read amongothers, Schapins b
Symplonia to that end.

2. Asto the Text inftanced. The fecond Ceaj
Crowing was then fpecizlly and eminently ¢l
C7he Cucks Crewing} And theiefore Afuutle
ans Like do name no morebut [the Crowing o
the Cock ] meaning that fecond Cock, which w
fpecially fo called; (of whichfeeGrorizs onth
Text) wheras Mark doth more pr: cifely expreh
the famen fuller words @ \Whata vain mind it
that wiil pick quarrels with fuch expreffions 2

I give but a brief touch of thefe few common
Exceptions, leaving them to feck the refolation of
fuch doubts, from Commentators that have per-
formed it or from their judicious Teachers, who
are athand, and ready to do it

The Lord acquaint unbelieving finners with
the greatnefs of their igrorance, and the fhallow-
‘nefs of their capacities that they may know hos
unfit they are to expoftulate with their Maker,
and what necd they have to wait upon him # .

humble Learners, For the meek will he teach his
way

FINIS.




