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SAINTS

PERSEVERANCE.

B B Aving let fall fome paffages concerning
> 3./° Perleverance, in a Book entitled Zhe
Right Methadfor Peace of Confcience in
32. Diredtions, & ¢, agreeable to the
flateand cxperience of my ownfoul: ne
fooner were they publifhed, buc many
5 fufpicious Brethren gave our, that I had
< ¥ ) &4 wrote againft the cerrain Perfeverance of
the Saints. How little reafon they had for their report, I
manifefted in the next Edition by an Apology. But the cafe
is come to thatat laft, even with pious Brethren, that they
knowmy Belicitnuch better than I know my own: and theres
fore to tell thei my Judgment, is in vain. But becaufe'I cannot:
think that all are fo fagacious or cenforious, and becaufe I think
it meeteft to the utmoft of my powerto avoid offence, and to-
leave out controverfie as much as may be in fuch pra&icall:
Writings, Ibhave,in the lafi Edition of the Book, left out all.
thofe paffapes that occafioned mens miftake, and withall the
additional Apology, (as being ttxn needlefs : ) Buc left gx:ny&
2 thin
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K& thought meet, in thefe few Pagés, ‘ to declare whiae
¢nt'iain that point, more largely and more ,',:_?-ij)nably
e aforefaid Writing, . And it is not my defiga.to
ltanld upon the maintenance 'of the @p}'h—joniwhjch‘ I owp;, or
the “confutation_ of thig but only,ito give to my

.5 - cenf rethren a trueaccoiat of:

Theie are iniity Opivion
Proféifors of the Chritaw faichi; which I think. meét to fer
own, that'T may the ‘bettér declare iny own thoughrs
whole. “And_T fhall begin ‘at the urmoft cxtreme'on. One fide
and proceed on to that on the other {ide, taking the
pinionsin the way. . . . . . el L
5 The fieft Opinion which'I; fhall meritiod, is: that of the
Papifts,"who'do ot only hold che Doctrineof a&ual A poftacy
of Saints, but alfo that every mortalfinne, as they call them,
doth excufs the Spirit-of .grace, and put 2 finner novonly under
an actual guilt, bit-alfo into.an unjoftified eflate, and fo in-
t0 a Rate of death and damndtion : fo thata ftate of grace ( ac-

cording to them ) is frequentiy-loft with many, and frequently.

Tecovered. If any would fee this Point open’d and -debated
* Judicioutly, lec them read Rop, Baronins bis fmall Traétae 4
Peccato Mortali G Feniali, : L

2. The fecond Opinion is, that the truly Regenerate and
jultified (indefintcely ) may and do (fome of them,)’fallrotally
and finally from a ftute of grace or juftification, inco a ftate of
death and condemnacion ; and perith everfafti This Opi=
nion exceprethnot the Eie& themfelves confidered Antecedent .
Iy ; butonly confidered confequently : becanfe i is-2 contra-
didtion t> be Efe@ and yet not.to perfevere ;
tainersof ithold chat God doth Ele men only

of faith and perfeyerance | and not ro perfeverance an{i"féit'h"/

. by

etray any truth of Godfotathe plea ingof -

.egﬁtgfg!pa{rages

concerning this. Point abong the-

For the maine..

ibly -convert. This O-
:Greek aod Latine Fathers,
ig; dsappearech both by -
8s; and by their Do&rire

of free-will, tion,gp.b_n»Foy:{;glgc_pf the goodufe.

thereof; ‘and:othier Points thar inferre itz which Scalterns and

many other of the reformad Divines do inter nevas Latrsm re-

cite.  Aad though they faw char this would not confift with a . o
certainty of falvation, yer they chofe rather to deny that cer- (fftrgu! hims
tainty, thanto affere che Perieverance of all the Regenerate; » ;pz:?g':f:
and ro fay, as Origen, and after h\‘rp-Eyf’e&z.:u f”r’eparat.‘E'v_ﬂnge/( aich, S ;o.
1ib, 6. pag.289. 290. [2ua de) pandcSoor Eivem, 7d rands 5 teft dicere,
ape¥y fuifw ma gLy wetpvaoty eANAUDEvat,— Ego de eledtis
ie ]‘tmfll‘W» prgnarent ifta /ecjum ut idem 5 probus .e‘zt‘sa'ere.t, o’-ﬁ‘::‘ ;‘ ﬂft:eifkd‘
certo probum fe futurum effe prenoffer. ] And A;fguﬁme himfelf fuin ad vi-

(‘asafiérward ) “hathi the like or more* S tamaternam?
oL e B : : e R Ego de mumeyo
fum _filiopwm Dei: Duis bee inquim dicere poreft 2° veclamante’ niiirum ft!'ipzuri_: Nefei
homo i amete-dignus fit, an odis. Cersitudinem igisy non habemsa's fed fpei Siducia confola-
turmas, Ke, - N

Yea, when they faw that this was Iyable to be affaulted with
the abfard confequence of infertinga change in God, fome did
not ftick upon it s ‘as Tertuft, contr. Marcion. Iib 2.¢4p.23,24,
Per tot f; vero etiams circa perfonas levem valtss intelligi, quum rea
probat alignands probatos, aut improvidum, quum prob;f: guan-
dagite reprobandos, quafi judicia [na am damm’t praterita, ant
ignoret futura : argui nibil tam bono & judisi’ convenit quam .
Pro_prefentibus meritis & vejicere, @ adlégere, &e. o

This Opinion poffsiTech the fatre greatelt part of the Chrifti-
anworld. at this day, ‘bue in.Europe the chief friends of it are
thofe thatiare}'ceﬂlé

] ‘a"‘Arminianfs”' and Lutherans, and abundance
of the Jefiitesand their followers, ‘who' alfo take in the _ﬁrﬁ‘_

Opinions’ - -

3. The third Opinionis, Thatrio, certainty of Perfeverance
doth-arife from Bleion,nor. canbe concluded from our meer ju-
ftifitation; and adoprion- and faniification : for they chink that

G S A3 there
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thereis no fuch thing as Antecedent Election of perfons indi-
vidually, "to faithand falvation: and they think that many of
the truly juftified and Regenerate, do fallaway and perifh for

ever. Butyet they fay that there is a certain height of ‘holinefs;,, ‘

which is attainabie in this life, which whofoever attaineth
fhall never fall away. If youask what ischarheight orflate:
I anfwer, They are obfcure teachers who hold this,thas fhun the-
clear difclofure of their minds,and therefore I cannot fiilly anfwer
you : only thus muchI can fay, that I have met wich thofe of
them that exprefs themfelves thefe feveral waies. Some of
them fay, that there is aftate of finlefs perfection accainable-
in chis life : and that thofe that are thus perfe® fhall not fall-
away. Some of them make new defcriptions of the Covenants,
and fay,that thofe that are under the firtft Covenant may fall
away, but not tho'e that are under the fecond: Iconfefs I
do not fully underftand their defcribing and differencing che

Covenants. And fome affirm, that there is in chis life, aftate - " §

of confirmation, confiftent with Peccability and venial finnes,
which whofoever attaineth fhall never. fall away. They think.
that the Angels themfelves were firft made righteous without
confirming grace: and then confirmed as a reward for their:
adhereing to God, when the reft fell. And fo,thar Adam
fhould have been confirmed ‘as a reward, if he had conquer-~
ed the firft temptation and adhered unto God. And fo, that
Chrilt doth firlt fer men inan unconfirmed ftate of Juftifica-
tion and.life, and will confirm them and' put-chembeyond the-
» perill of falling away, upon certain' termes or conditions ,.
" Thisfeems ( whofe punum or difcernable ftate, they do not tell us.):
ilio Origews  The perfons holding this third Opinion are the Paracelfians
Opintof, 35 ¢ ynder whom I comprehend the Weigelians and the reft of the-
Rery S po® in o chufiafts ). and many newly rifen in England.And it feems by

id IF » . . .. g
?:7:‘3‘4[::"[,) Hom.2.6, that holy Macarius *inclined thatway. And it is the

193.Cdl.a, * Opinion of fome later Papifts: Of which more under the-

194.c2  fifih,

4. The fourth Opinion is, That God hathnot oaly decreed
that dll'that will believe and perfeverefhallbe faved ; butalfo
that fuch and fuch perfons by Name, thall by his diﬂeerencing',

) . ¢e,.

"Perfeverance.

. free, effe@uall grace, be infallibly brought to faith and pcrﬁ:ve;\“

rance; and therefore none of the Eleét fhall ever totally and
finally fall away or perifh : But yet that fome are effeGtually

.- called, Regenerated, Juftified and Sanctified, befides the Ele&

and thefe willall fallaway and perifh. } This was the opinion.of
Angaftine, who rofe up againlt Pelagins and his followers in
defence of differencing free grace , and firft plainly and fully vin.
dicated that Grace againft the exalters of Nature and free will
whom - the contrary minded do now unjuftly: accufe of running
too farre, even into a contrary ¢xtreme in the heat of bis difpu-
tations againft Pelagins. Becaufe fome are fo immodeft as to
deny this to be Axguitines Doltrine,I fhall add chis much : 1. I
aske the reverend Bifhop Ufber in the hearing of Dr Kendall,
Whether this were not plainly the judgment of Asfis ? who
‘anfwered, that without doubt it was. And he was as likely to
know asany man that Iam capable of confulting with. 2. Ifany
beindaubt, thefe paflages folowing, among many other, may
end his doubts.

Auguft. de bono perfever. ¢.8,8 9. [ Ex duobns antem piss, cur
bsic donetnr perfeverantia ufq; in finem, illi antem non dometnr ; -
infaersabiliora (ant judicia Dei. llud tamen fidelibus debet eff e
ur{t;lﬁmnm 5. bunc efle ex predeftinatis, illum noweffe. Nam fi
fuiffent ex nobis, ait #nue ex predeflinatoram, qui de pectore do-
mini bibebat hoc fecretnm, manfiffent utiq; nobifcum,  Quid eff
guafo, non erant ex nobis,¢6. nonwe wtrig; vosati fuerant
Vecantem [ecati? merigs ex impiss juffificati &cp Quanam eft -
tandems ifta difcretio 7 Patent libri Dei : mon avertamsu afpe-
Gum. Clamat Scriptura divina : adbibeamus anditum : Non
erant ex nobss, quiamon evant fecundum propofitum vocati : Nox
erant in Chrifto elelts ante conflitutioness mundi, &c. Nam fi hoc
effens, exilliseffent, & cumiliis fine dnbitatione manfiffent.

Idem Lib. de corvept. & gratia. cap.8,& 9. [ De bys enim dif-
Jevimma, qus-perfeverantiam: benitatsis non babent 5 f2d ex benoin
malum deficiente bona vilnntate morigntsur. Refpondeant fi.poffunt,
carilles Dens cum fideliter € pic viverent, non tsnc de vite bu-
Jjus periculis rapuit ne malitin muzaret intellellnm corum; ¢ ne
fittia deciperer animas eorum 2 TUtrum koo in-potefate won habuse ?
Aneaum mala futuransfcivit.2- Nempe wikiliborum: nifi parver<

Flimeasqsinfaniffimst dicitur. cur ergo momfecit 2 &c. Quia, in-

Serntabilia
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Jerutabiliajudicia ejns,8cc.— -9, Nec vos moveat guod fi-
4iss fuis ‘quibufdam Dems non dat ftam perfeverantiam. - Abfis
enim ut ita effer, fi de illis pradefinatss effent, & fecundum pro~
Pofitum wocatis; qui veré [unt filii promiffionss. Nam ifti cum ' -
pic vivant, dicantnr filii Dii : fed q#oniam vikkuri [iens. impie,
€& in eadem impictate morituri, non ilios dicit filios Dei Prafcientia
De;z. Non quia juftitiam Smalaverunte, Jed 9Hid iz ea non |
permanferant.: Nam f; {niffent ex nobis, veramynon fiétam juftie
tiam tenuiflent wtig, nobifenm &c. ] vid. uly. )

Ldem de correps. ¢ grat. cap.8. Hic fi ame UYL By cur ¢4
Dews perfeverantiam non dederit, qui cam qua Chriffiant vive.
rent dils(lionem dedit  CMeignorare respondea : Nou enim gyyge
ganter, [ed - agrofcens modulum menm andio dicentem Apofolum,
O bomo tu quss es,8¢.7] .

165d cap.12. Lramvis ergo de omnibus regeneratis ¢ pie vi-
vestibus logueretur Apoffoins dicens, Tw quis es qui. judicas fer-
vum alienum ? fuo demino $tat ant cadic, Continno tamén res
(pexcit ad pradefinatos, e ait : ftabit autem. ] s

Ldems de dono perfewer. cap.22. avoiding che harfher expref-
fions that might offend, he teacheth them to fubftitute fuch as
thele: [ $i gui antem obediunt, fed in reguum ejus & gloriam.,-
predeftinati non funt, temporales [unt, e ufq; in finem: sn.eadem
obedientia permantbunt.] The fame he hath before and there
frequently. . ‘

Ldems de correp. &5 grat. <ap.8. Mirardum eft quidem, munl-

tumq; mirandum, qued filiss fuss Dess qguibufdam, quos regene-
ravic. in Chrifto, quibus fidem, (pem, dilectionem dedit, non dat
perfeverantiam &c.] Ib. cap.o. LProprer boc Apoftols, -cum
Ziziffer,. Scimus quoniam diligentibus- Deum omnia cooperantur
inbonum : feiens, nonnnllos diligere Deum, ¢ in eo bons ufq;in
finern non permanere, mox addidir; his qui fecundum propofirum
vocati funt : bi enim in eo guod diligunt Deum, permanent ufqyin

finem, 8c—_Ibid.cap. 6. §i antem jam regeneratss. nftifi- . B

catus inmalam vitam [na voluntare relibitnr, certé s non poreft
dicere, non acsepi ; quia acceptam gratiam Dei [no in malum libe-

ro amifit arbitrip o S
Ibid.cap.12. Dicit Fobannes Apsftolus, Eft peccatum ad moy-
tem, non pro illo dico, ut roget quis : de G#o precate quonians voss

expreffum eft poflunt multa & diverfs fontiri ; Ego antem diﬁ-
i

e “Perfeverance.

- id;wﬁ peccatim, fidem gne perdileitionem aperniﬂr deferer: wfg;

admortem.] .

Abandanse of fuch paffages makes Aulins mind, as plain as bis
Penconld exprefs it )

Nov did he fiick at the utter vverthrowiag of all certainty of fal.
vation beveby ( except conditional. ) As appeareth de cor. & grat,
C.13.pag.539. (Saril. ) Duss enim ex multisndine Sfidelinum quans-

inin bac mortalitate vivitur, in numero pradeftinatoram fe effe
prafumat 2 quia id eccultar; opus eff in hoc loce's whi fic cavends
eff elario, st etidm per Satane Angelum ne extolleretur tantns col-
lopbizaretnr Apofoliss—— Nam Propter hujus utilstatem fecreti,
ne forte qusis extollatar, fod omnes etiam qaibene currant, time-
ant, dumoecsltum eft g perveniant, Propter hujus ergo urilitan
tem [ecreti credendsum off gusfdam de filiis perditionss, non ac-
cepro dono perfeverandi #[q; in finem, in fide gqne per diletionem
operatur incipe wivere, ac aliquandin, Sideliter ac jufbe vivere, 5
poffea cadere, meq; de hac wita Prinfgnam hoc ¢ss contingat, awe
ferric Quorum fi nemini contigifler ; tamdin baberent bomines
iftum (dluberrimum timorem, qguo Vitinm  elationis opprimitur,
dowec ad Chrifti gratiam, qua pil vivitar,pervenirent deinceps
jam [ecuri, nunguam [¢ ab ills fle cafuros. Que prefamptio iu
iftotenvationnm loco non expedit, ubi tants eff sufirmitas, ut [apere
biam poffit génerare fecnritas.

Tdem Epift. 101, 2d Vitalem. COsile eff guipp: omuibas, vel
pene smnibns propter humilitatem Jalnberrimatn, ut onales furnri
fint [cive non poffint. ] : _

&t inLib.11. de Civitate Dei €ap-12. pag. 670. [ Quis enim
primos illos bomines in Paradifs negare andeat beatos fuifle ante
Pecsatnm ? guamvisdo fua beatitudine quam dinturaa, vel utrum
aterna effer insertos ? effet antem srerna wifi peccaflent. Crm hodid
#How impudenter beatos vocemu;, qnas videmus jufte ac pit com fpe

uture smmortalitatis banc vitam ducere Jine crimine vaftante
confeientiam, facile impesvantes peccatss hajus infirmitatis divie
#nam mifevicordism 2 Qui livet de [ue perfeverantic pramio certi
finty deipfa tamen perfeverantia [ua reperiantar incerti . Quis
snims bominum e in atlione profettug; jufbitia perfeveraturum #/q;
in finems ¢ [ciat, nifi aligus revelatione ab illo fiat certss. qui
de hac re- jufto Latentiq; judicia, non omsnes inftruit fod neminem
faliz, :
' : B of




- Of the fame mind with Aufin, were Profier, Fulgon

the reft of the higheft defenders of free gracefha: ;he&m 3

many agesdid enjoy : as appeareth in Profieri Reshons. ad Gall-

Sentent 2. O [uper Sent.7. & 12. & ad dbject. Fincents dbjest2

& paffim. Ita - Fulgentins. I forbear o recite sthe words, as

having beentoo long on that already. > , 2

- “The fame doctrine of Augufline, Profper,&c. dothe Domini-
1 cans maintain ‘.zlgain,ﬁ t.hel‘ efuits h’ as may e feen dn Alvarec
s ‘ana Dilp#t.107: and commonly in others : as.alfo in Fan/enim, Au-
fome fouof gultine deGras Chrift, Jib.9.¢7..392,393. & fequent. @ 4ib.3.
the Jefuites €.20- P- 163,‘ 164, who is more exa® than mo 1 ieber el

joyn in the cans, efpecially inthe point of predeftination, and thenature of -
main wich the Grace. ] The fame opinion alfo fome of the Reformed Proteftang
Deminicans. [yivines maintain : as Mdufculus Loc. com. de Remiffion.§ 6. pag.

{‘:d;,%_ 65 (miki) 620,621,622, and D Overadl in the fhort addition so
8.Kem ¢ Davenants Differtations ( wrongfully fathered.on Dasenans, as
Di.6,7,8, Be Upber told me.) . . i

5. The fifthOpinionis ; That Ged Electeth all that bé wilf
fave, to Faith and perfeverance, and that fome are confirmedin

this Jifein aftate of Juflification, and fo are-paftthe danger of |

Apoftafic : {q that either Ele@ion.or confieming Grace, will
neceffarily inferre the certainty of perfeverance : for m:irh’er the
Electnor the confirmed fhall finally fall away. And they fup-
pofe that many areele¢t which arenot confirmed : and none
confirmed but thofe that areele®. But yet they “adde, that
there are many truly rcge_n_crare,jnﬁiﬁcd,fan&i-ﬁgd,hdoptc’d -and
live in love and obedience te God, who are yet neither élé&ed
nor eonfirmed : and thatall thefewill certainly fall away.
This Opinion is the fame with that of, £wgaffine laft mention-
ed, but thatitaddeth, the non-apofiatizing of the confirmed,

to,thie non-apoftatizing of the Ele&t. And Voffins fuppofeth that. §
Angnftine himfelf was of this mind, and joyﬂd tl;g%oint w?ilth' ’.

the former. Ofwhich Iam notable to determine: For though

1 am as fure as words can make me, that Anfin Proffer and Ful- |

'} gentins, are of the Jaft mentioned opinion ; yet I cannot fay fo
" ofthis, becaufe the footfteps.ofit in their writings are fp few{n'd
dark,that tome they are uncertain, = ’

Moft |

Parfrueramie. -

" it,but.;hm they; fearcewell agree about the natire of this-confirme
ing Grace. Wigperins (a ColleGtor out of Zhomas ) and others

ﬁdﬁ‘:hat.i:‘ismothing#uz the gift of Perfeveranceit felf. Others
adoni

tla reall diftindtion between.- the grace.of confirmation. and
perfeverance; whio yet agree notin the natare or.effects. Fop
fome think that Habitual infafed Gracc, and" fpeciall affiftin g
Grace; are enongh to: perfeverance, bu't riot to: confirmation :
fomefay a.third.fort is neceffary to perfeverancealfo, and-that
aReprobate may have the two former. Some Papifts think, chat
cenfirming Grace doth:take away Free-will in obedience, and
canfefuch adetermination of the will to good, that they do ne-
ceffarily.obey, and.-fo:they are:not freely. but neceflarily-faved::
Thefe Papifts hold this, it feems, becaufe-their. definitien of free-
willis fo. far incenfiftent with.the Dominicans, that when they
yeeld that Confirmation doth fo effeGually. determin the wili,
they muft needs fay that it takes away its liberty, as they:think
Heaven it felf doth, viz. by.perfecting thewill, and raifingic
to ahigher pitch:than liberty. But another part-of the Papjfts
( of whem it is-that.4lvarez fpeaks, Lib: 10. Difpit. 104 pag:
419.§,1.) do hold; that the Grace of Confirmation and Perfe-
verance, are.diftinguithed only accidentally , by a greater or lefs
intenfion of .the. fame Helps, but- not Really, The fuller expli-

cation of their opinion and their reafons,you-may findin thefore-—

cited Difputation.. . ) .
Bux the Opinion which Ferrarienfis, Alvarez, and others of
that Claffis. do_maintain, as:the common opinion of the 7 hs=
mifts, is, that the Gift of Confirmation and Perfeverance is not
the fame: thacall the Elect perfevere, butall are not bere Con-
firmed : Aund for the point of Impeccability, they agree with the
Jefnites, that the Coxfirmai are Impeccabiles as to mortal fin
but not as. to venial ( to which they annumerate,the remnants:
ofignorance, inconfideratene(s, the fomses peccati,&c. Vid. Al-
wrez.Di]?ut.:o*A,. §.4.) This:Impeccability as-to-Mortal fin,.
is.the perfection,or fulfilling of all Gods Commandements,which:
the Papifts mean-and fay, we may attain. But then fome of them-
fay; that thisImmpeccability is only tobe afcribed to intrinfick-
Grace:- others with- Durandus (it 3. d. 3. 9.4-). do-aferibe it
only.to extrinfick removall.ofthe occl';\ﬁons of finme : fomerth‘;_‘nkv :
, 2 that

Moit of.the Domincians.go.this way,and.fome Jefuites pirt.of -

e
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that it is partly from intrinfick Grace, and partly from extrig.”
fick ; that is, ex perfeltione Gratie babitualis & virtutim

& ex cuflodia, proteélione ¢ diveSlione Dei . (as dlvarez.): .

Of thefe, the Dominicans aferibe it to a -Phyfical Determining

Grace (which Phyfical determination the moft - of them make® ;

neceflary to every a& of every creature 5 but Fanfeniss. denieth
that, and makes it fpecially neceffary to faving good ) and the
Jefuites as is faid, do moft of them afcribe to 5 fpecial fort of
moral help leaving the will free : and others to a Neceflitating-
_determination. It is ordinarily judged ( as Alvarez out of
Thom. maintaineth ) that this Impeccability is not fimple, as
not being b intrinfeco toraliter, but only fecundum. quid,’ as
being partim ab extrinfeco; quod contingit quando alicus datuy
aliqud muntts gratie g0 inclinatur in érmm, ita_ut ab ills non.
peffic de facili deflelti'; non tamen per bec ita retrabitur a mals,
#t omnine peccare aon poffit, wifi diving Providestia protegatny
& cnfbodiatur. . ' '

And its very obfervable wherein' A/varez placeth this-Can-
firming Perfetion, ibid §.4, viz. in acertain participation of
Charitas Patrie, which is diftin& Secundum moduwm a Charitare
violarss uon Confirmante: His words are [ Repp. von confiffere in
majori intenfione ejufdem gratie Habitualis, Etenim gratia non
Confirmans, aliquando eff magis intenfa, quam gratia in bono
Confirmans, quod tx: 0 patet’: nam munlti Jur* in via vom Con-

| firmatiin gratia qui babems gratiam & chavitatem magis inten~

fam, quam aligui exiftentes in patria ; (Believe this that can :)
Dicendum eft exg0 quad hac perfictio astenditsr Jecundum quan-
dam participationem gratic & Charitatis Patrig, que fecundum
modum eff alserius rationss. a gratia vel chavisate o confirmante
at air 8. Thom 22. .24, art.7. ad 3. . ST :

As T account it more grofs, according to the firft opinion
to fay that every finne which they cal] mortal déﬂroyeth
Juftification, than to fay only, that it is loft by fome; and-
groffer-to fay, that All may fallaway, than that All; fave the
Confirmed. may fall away ( which is the fecond opittion :) and-

that yet it islefs culpable to fay, thatall the Ele& :
vere, though not all the ]ﬂﬂiﬁesé ( which is the fog-‘?t‘xl:ge;'ggi"
an the fourth ; becaufe’
perfeverance, that is;’
both . -

take this laft recited to be lefs cul pable th:
it-alloweth a double ground of certain

. + 6> The fixth Opinionis, That an Adult ftate’ of faving grace
" or Juftification-is never loft, but a ftate of Tafant JuRtification

.both Ele&ion and Confirmation, when the former alloweth

‘but one.

———

may, becaufefic is-but a change of his Relation upen the
condition of the Parents-beinga Believer. ] Yet fome of them
deay not, but Ele¢t Infants may fome of them moreover have
fome fecret feed of grace which is neverloit. ) OF this mind
were theBritith Divines in the Synode of Durt ; and Duavenant
and Wardhave particularly wrote for it: and many more at
home and abroad are of the famemind: Andit hould feem,
fo was the Synode of Dort it felf, by thofe words Artic. 1,
Can 17.pag.244. Quandoguidem de woluntare Dei ex werba
ipfists nobis eff judicandum,  qued sefatar liberss [fidelinm effe
(antles, nom quidem natwra, [ed bentficio federss grataiti, in

quo illi cum parentibus comprebenduntur, pij parentes de Elettie

one & falute (morum liberornm qmos Dens in infentiv ex hac vs»
ta evocat, dubitare non debens.]  Yet they thatare of this Opi-
nion think it more fit to call this a ceffation of their former

Tutle to falvation, than a falling from grace as in their explicati<".

ons may be feen.

7- The feventh Opinionis, Thiat no one that is truly Jufti- -

fiedand San@ified, doth ever totally fall away or lofe the e-

ftate of grace ; buc yet it is poffible for them to fall away and lofe -

it, though- it fhall'never come to pafs. ] For it is not the
Impoflibility buc the non<futurity that God decreeth. OFf this

Opinion are many of the Reformed Divines, called Cal- -

vinifts,

-

8. The eighth- Opinion is, That for a Juftified perfon In- -
fant or Aged. to lofe that eftate, is not only a thing that -
-never fhall cometo- pafs, but that itis impoflible for them to -

lofe it: This is the Judgmenr alfo of very many Reformed
Divines. : 0 :

B3 . The .-
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--9. The niath Opinionis, that becaufe it isimpoffible to fafl

. away from grace, therefore it is unlawfull for any Believer to

feac it, or, to perfwade other. Belivers to fearity or to pray

againit i, or to think that any fin can endanger it;. And thoogh

© a Beliver did fall into Adultery and murder, with Dazid. or

into Inceft and Drunkennefs with Les, he ought not to fear

the lofs of his Juftification, nor to be humbled with fuch

. &onfiderations, nor to rife from the fin with fuch a Motive.

This is the Judgment of the Antinomians.commonly maintained
in their. Writings,

-10. Another Opinion is, that, Thoush fom degrees of,
faving grace may- be loft, which by igncreafeewe:greiglsprﬁ
added to the firlt ‘grace which wereceived; yet no degree of the
firft habitual grace can be after loft by.any finge, T

—

11. Another Opinion is, That thoughthe A&s of grace m

_ befinfully omitted, and fo grace may ég& weaklier- theut:g l;: d?dt-rlx;ae):

fore, yetthe internal root or ftock, whether you call it 2 ha-

bitor a power, oranew natareis never diminithed, or loft in

any degree, either which was at firft infufed, or is afterward
mf%]ed by wlq& of Augmentation.

e two laft Opinions are only drept in by.fome ‘

the Reformed Divines, who are, over-bolid, in thgir dc:erfgz:gf

tions : The laft is by moft di-owned ; and the former by few of

ours medled within their Writings ; but ufually paft over in - }

filence.

12. Another Opinion about Perfeveranceis, That no finne
of a Believer, fmall or great, doth fo much ascontra@on the
perfon a guilt: of death or any punifhment ; thac.is, an- Ob-
ligation. to punifhment: and. thatin Gods account:we. are nei-
ther finners, nordeferve damnation : for God feeth: no fin in.
his people: the guilc falls allon Chrift ; and the punifhment..

k is

_ . ) ) _- -

A Perfewerances -

is all born by him alene; and-no fuch thing as true punitha

ment fuffeced by anpy Believer: And therefore that they may
not_confefs the guilt of any finne to be on themfelves, nor

| pray for the pacdon of it, but only when th-y meanby [ par-

don 7] the feeling of pardon, or affurance or knowledg of it,
or fome new effe@ of it, in renewed mercies. Thisalfoisthe
known Opinion of the Antinomians , and the moft extreme
on this hand that is worthy our prefent Obfervation.

Having thus fhewed you the differing Opinions among
Ghriftians about Perfeverance, I{hall nexclay down fo much
of my own Judgment asI think needfull for the prefent pur»
pofe, in certain Propofitions, before I fpeak of the offence which
dooccafion it. )

Prep. 1. Itisagrofs Ecror to think that every fin which they
call mortal or wecall grofs, doth excufs all Charity, or put a
man out of a ftate of JuRtification. There are indeed fins that
may de called mertal, eminently, which will prove aman out
of the ftate of Grace, though they cannot be faid to put him out
of it, becaufe he was neverin it. I mean the finne unto death,
or:the dominion of finne, or anyone finne fo aggravated as
will prove that dominion, and fo is inconfiftant with faving
grace. Butit is not every a& of a grofs finne that makes or-
proves a man to beunjuftified. David wasan adopted Sonne,
an Heir of lifc, a Member of Chrift, even a living Member,
as foon as he had committed thofe heinous finnes : though he -
contratted fuach a guilt, as anon we fhall defcribe , yet his
former guilt returned noton him ( asmany Schoolmen them- .
felves maintain ) nor washecnt off from Chrift, nor his ftate -
and Relation to him everthrown, - ] o

Objeft. oAdam by one a& did lofe his habitusl ftate of

race, and Relation to God, becoming .unholy and unjuftified s .
therefore fo may we. ‘ ]

Anf: 1. 1deny the ‘Antecedent : For it was not by one A&,
but by many that Adam fofarre fell: 2. And I deny the eon-
fequence : ‘Firft, Becaufc eddgms finne was fuch, asno regene-
rate man doth commit ( for-obght ever Ihav e yet heard proved.)

Secondly, At leaft, thedifference of the Laws that he and wz '
o were.
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(which is contmon to. them with Augsuffine, ) Secondly, That

were under, would make this’ difference, . For-according to-
the Law that ddam was under, one finne, yea.aay one finge, -
did make him lyable t6 deah, and confequently to be for-
faken by the grace of Spirit ‘of Ged, and to-be under the-
curfe ;. But ic 15 not fo with a Believer according €o the gentlor::
Law of grace: The caufe therefore of the difference is "prine
cipally extrinfick in God and Cluift and «the Covenant of
Grace: Whether there were any Internal, in the nature of
the grace that ddam had, and that we have, I thall not now
enquire. :

and of the Jefu- »
abfolute perfo-
and fo maintain

Prop. 2. The Opinion of thofe Aucients,
ites, Arminians and Lutherans, who deny an
nal Ele®ion of men to faith and Perfeverance,
indefinitely a toral and. final falling from a ftate of juftification,
without excepting fuch Elect themfelves , is an Eerror of |
dangerous - confequence, againft the grace and fidelity of God, §
if not againft his wifdom and his power, and againft che
peace of the Saints: and thereforeis. to be carefully avoided
and refifted, by thofe that would not wound their faith : as
Angufline, and his followers, and fince them the Dominicans
and Reformed Divines have voluminoufly evinced, :

Yetnote, that the Jefuites themfelves may ‘confefs that the
Ele&t fhall none of them finally fallaway, buc fhalf all Perfe-
vere. But that is, becaufe they hold that Ele@ion.is upon
the forefight of perfeverance, and fo that thefe -Propofitions -
are inconfiftent as to their truth [ This man is Eleed 1 and
[ This man fhall not Perfevere + Butthey do not make Ele&i.
on, or differencing ‘grace, the Caufe of Faith. and Perfeve-
rance. .

Prop. 3. The third Opinion hath three Parts: Of which, I
take one ro be true, and the other two to be falfe. That
which is trueis, That he confirmed in grace, fhall certainly
Perfevere. “The Parts that I rake tobefalfe, are, Firft, That
fome of the truly juftified and fan&ified are not Ele@ to falvation .

Perfeverance

. Perfeverance,

15

Pecfeverance is no fruit of Election, buc orily of mans good

. ufe of bis grace, and of Gods remunerative Jutice and Mercy *

For they think that there is no Ele&ion of Individuals, but
upon fuppofition of forefeen faith and ~ repentance : fo thae
this' Opinion differeth not from the fecond, fave only in that
it addeth a flate of confirmation, which none fhall lofe :
and fo ‘maketh fome in this life to be certainly - paft the
danger of falling away: Of which more under the fifth
Opinion. R

Prop. 4. The fourch Opinion, iz, of Anftin, with Profer,
Fulgentins and the reft of his followers that refitted che Pelagi-
ans, and of the Pominicans, and Mufculm , &c. who msintain
pecfonal abfolute Eletion, and free grace, againft the conceit
of mansmerits,and the certain Perfeverance of all the Ele& ; and
yet maintain that many of the Pre/ziti or noneele@ are’ trul
fanctified, and juftified, and fall away from it and perifh, doth
feem to me to be unfound, and contrary to many Texts of
ho'y Seripture,and therefore not to be received, :

To produce that Evidence againt it, which is fo common
in mens hands ia many Volumes written to this purpofe,
would here be worfe than needles, And methinks Aufin;
Expofition isa forcing of the Text. He expoundeth 1 706 2.
19. They were not of s, e.0f us the Ele&. And Rom.8 30.
he expoundeth by prefixing to each linke the foregoing words,
viz. the callgd according to his purpofe: g.d. [ whom he cale
led, vis. according to lus purpofe, them he juftified; and
whom be juftifizd, thatis, thofewhom he fo calledand juftifi-
ed, them he glorified ; g-d. thofe before mentioned whom he
jutbfied he glorified ; or thofe whom he predeftinated, cal-
led and juftified ( conjund:ly ) them he glorified. ]  Asif
the Text did not comprehend all the Juflified, nor fpeak of
the Jufified as fuch, but did only extoll Gods Love to the
Ele, and confequently fpeak of them as Ele&, and fo of
the Elect only, connexing every former Propofition in the
chain with the later as neceflary to makeupits fenfe . asifthe
meaning _were nomore but this: [ fo great is the everlafting
Love of God to his chofen,that he fore-kneyy: them, and predeftic

. - \C °

nated
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tuch lefs as I do for

nated them to be conformed to his Son ;acd b
nated them all, Le effed‘ually calleth them |
led them he juftifieth them, and having juftificd them he glo-
rifieth them ¢ ] and fo he would ror have

ded from calling and jufiifying, but only from Ptedeltinarion
and glory. But I fee not a fufficient warrantin the Text
for fuch a limiting Expofition: It feems rather to me that
[ whom he called ] is as much as [allwhom he called 7 and
[ whom he juftified ] as much as [ alt whom he juftified ]
And to meit fezms unlikely,

that ever fuch a love of God can
change, by which he embraceth any man as a Sonne; For if
Sonnes, than Heires, ¢, That love which made us Sons, and

taketh complacency in us a5 Sc 15, w il ‘urely
of Son=fhip, and give us the Inberitanc

e. How elfe can the
little Flock be raifed from their fears ,

_ becaufe of the good
:pleafure. of the Father to give them the "Kingdom ! For,

alas, nothing morecertain than that we fheuld lofe our grace,
and folofe the Kingdom, if the Father bad no other good
pleafure towardsus; bur only to give us the Kingdom if we

Perfevere , andnor alfo to give us perfeverance that we may
have the Kingdom.

Sonnes s and fome he faith ma
are Regenerate, and juftified, and i
have been faved if they had died in;
by predeftination, but God fore.
tendeth them not the Inberitasce,
diftin®ion of Sonnes in Scri piure, Ik
dictinction of Sonnes I confefs may be found.
Prop. 5. Though I prefame to diffent in th
Angauftine and the common Judgment of the
and many former and later Ages ;
ged by the Reverence of fuch ¢
forced alfo by the confcioufnefs
my own -upderftanding, and to
bonouring the contrary- minded,
any further evidence, and to kg
Gide. Asnd fo.I muft nceds fay,
evidence againt : chis

whoyerare not” Sonnes
feeing their fal]ing off, in-

is point from

ontraditing Autbority, and
of my ignerance, to fufpe

ow the truth if it be on their
“that Ifee rot neer fuch clear
Opinion, as 1 do againft- the former,
the Fundamental Arcicles of the Faich:

and

a

all others excly.

Teachers of that
yet do I find my felf obli- §

h-:v—L's- . B
aving' predefli-
and having cal-

continneus in a frare g

Tknow that Axgaffive diftinggitheth of '
v be called Sonnes becaufe they §
nfuch aftate as they thou!d H

- But where he can find this J
nownot : tlfbugh another §

diffent  wich modefty, both §
and being willing to receive

3

T —

Perfeverance.

and therefore [ am not arrived at that certainty in.the Do.-

ine erfeverance of all the Juftified, as I am for the
'gggcr?:ed;? :Pheer (;Erfcverance of all the Elects muclr lefs asT
am ahourt thedeath and refurrection of Chrift, the Life Ever..

i ther veriries. : ‘
laitllig}xt:](:hﬁcﬁl?eré is, very great varicty of eviderce of the
feveral Truthsrevealed in the Scriptures, one Text being more.
or lefs plain than another. - 'ﬂwugh:we know that al] Fhu God.
faith, is equally true, yet we have not an equall evidence of
evcr;' Truth, that it- is- indeed the Word of God. And
therefore our reception of thele feveral Points muft needs_ be
as unzquall asthe evidenceis,upon which we do. r,cccnveqthem:_
I dare not fay thatI bave attained a cevtainty - in-underfiand-
ing this Point and all che Texts of Scriptare that concern i,
better than Augaftine, and the common Judgment of the
Church for fomany Ages: And therefore darenot fay that
I have attained to acertainty, that all the juftified fhall per-
fevere. 1'dare and Ido venture my foul and everlafting hopes
upon the truth of the Fundamentals; fo that I dare, I muft
fay; [Af thefe be not true, T will forfeit my hopes ; T expedt no
falvation. 7 ButI darenot, Ido not venture my falvation upon
this Opinion; nor dare I fay, [ Let me have no falv&mon if
any of the Jufltified fall from cheir Juftification. ] And. there-
fore if I were put to it in arguing to deny either this oran
evidenter truth, I would 1l"o_oncr reduce this to the more evident,

ident o this. .

ll’li{‘r:g ihr::) xrtcnse :lo: fo evident as many others, or as _that acom:
mon agreefnentin it by the godly can be expeé’ced', is apparent
enough. 1. Fromthe difﬁcu}ues that occurre,whth the Scrip-
tures and the diffenters reafonings may eafily acquaint us with,
2. And from their anfwers to our Arguments. -3 Agd from
the rumber and quality of the. Diffenters. Firft, Sure that

“ can be no very eafie point which all or almott ail the Ghurch, for

red in.  Secondly, ‘And which ot only the
lf:ox{r’:anzf A%ttxf:e‘icehriﬁians of the world, but alfo fo ma:
ny Narions of Proteftants themfelves do err in to this rliayf
Thirdly, And which the choiceft men for Learning and dxllgen(;,;
and thofe that were the Leaders in defending the grace of Gady
as o Afuffin and abundance of Proteftant Diviney, . could never

2 atrain
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attdin .che undéfﬁmof ‘but e T R y——

N el ‘bul th : .. -
Fourthly, Yea whes they wereand arc as holy e;;n w:'s-' :ﬁ?{}f; :
as like tohave Divine Ilamination, Allthis.being in theeafe

it feemeth to be high felf conceited arrogancy, for fuch a one ]

asI to profefs fuch a point to be fo evident ) >
:;ngiaegsmea t(lixa‘t_ all the moft h‘(‘;ly and judicions V;::itc:: ger'f;?'gar:;
i -an¢ lo-many at' this day, are'fo firre below me 1o
:he. underftanding of the v'SCrfpt_u;cs , and ta;:ar: evl;:Lo‘ivn g:fiuig
Vrlgchrtgfydhad fo much occafion to fearch into, and fomany
n eat a ;
fnmegof thisv‘/antagg to underftand. : Ido not, Idare not pre-

Prop. 6. Hence itismoft apparent, that thisdifference aboye
as to encourage Or warrant’ us ro .wi i
comeunion from thofe that differ !v":otrt:)druasw bgfgna-ﬂ.:?ilfo?l ox:
wete Hereticks, or no Members of the Church, ' or co:lelzl
not be faved, becaufe they erre herein. For co,nﬁrmation of
which confider, 1. By the eontrary conclufion we fhould b
exceflively Uncharitable | in condemning to Hell fire fo:
ought we can find, all, or 'next alj » the Church. of Chrift
for.1 3coor 1400years atleaft. 2, And we fhould be ver
prgud tn exalting our felves fo high above our Bre:h’réry
and the Churches of Chrift. 3. Andit were high prefumption
and arrogancy to ftep into Gods fear and pat fo bold a. cene
hurc. 4. Andit were great Impiety to make Chrift hereby to

ave no vifible Church on earth (nor for ought we can prove.
many perfons ). for fo many hundred years : Hereby we[(,houk,i
gofarre toward the giving up our Caufe to the Infidels. For
no?hurcb, no Head of the Church. . Hereby we fhould
icnefli]J &Jil;;tnhte fo}x;::;:{.’ :Sc];:)céf; or Proffefﬁon of all thefe Churches as

: t rine of Perfeverance i i

ga; never ( thaclns proved ) in any of their cl-r;gc‘ﬂf" q;iex%;:;rz’
lereby we fhould foment Divifionsin and between the Chur'chc):’-

. xd

For if

. the Perfeverance of all the Juftified, is not of fo great moment
"

further than Auffinin denyin
han A g Perfeverane
of falvation or of our communion, what r;gn:(;sbfegézzfigl; i

motions of Peace? 7. And alfo hereb
ace? 7. y we fhould
qfégt'agc the Papifts.;. if we make our firft Prote&antv:frZuT;c?
: . Melanch,,

Perfeverance,

.19..

Melanchten and the reft-that fubfcribed the Auguffane confeffion,-
_to be Hereticks and perfons whofe commiiion was to be avoided,
8. AndLaftly, Wefhouldbe guilty of fo notorious fchifin, as
| - few fober men in the world have been guilty of ; T mean in our:
principles ; while we plainly imply that if we had lived in thofe
former Ages that were of a contrary mind to us in this, we
would have avoided the communion of chem all. I do but
name thefe things briefly, becaufeI fuppofe that they will find
few diffenters. I hope few among us are guilty of fuck conclu.
fions as I gainfay.

Prop. 7. Hence alfo it is very clear, that the denyal ofthe
Dod&rine of the Petfeverance of all the fan&ified, doth not ne-
ceffarily deftroy all Chriftian confolation. It doth indeed tend
to the diminifhing of it, as to allthat have a cercainty of their
Juflification , while’ it denyeth them the certainty of
Perfeverance ; and while it denyethto all men a certainty of
falvation by ordinary meanes. Butit doth not wholly defiroy
the comforts of the Saints: Nay, it is plain from hence, that
a life of wuch Chriftian comfort may be had, without afiu.
rance of falvation. WhichI prove, 1. #dam might live com-
forrably without affurance of Perfeverance or falvation : (thats
paft difpute : for Adam hadno fuch affurance in his innecens
<y : ) therefore a Chriftian may live comfortably whithout af-
furance of Perfeverance or Salvation. There is no dif- parity
between Adams condition and others in other refpe&s thac
will weaken the confequence, as long as the cafeis the fame in
the point in queftion. ,

0/}, Being finlefs, he had nothing to faddenhim, as we have.

AnfFrue: therefore the umcertainty of Perfeverance and
of falvation wasnothing or not enough to fadden him, or at
leaft, to deprive him of a life of peace. If neceffary to our peace,
why not to his ? : -

2. It were unreafonable and uncharicable to think that none
of the Ancient Churches that differed from us in this, had-
Chriftian- peace ;- that none of the Lutherane Proteftants, or:
Arminians now have peace; that fuch holy men as e4nffin and:
Luther and multitades more were deprived of this peace, who
have manifefted fo- great confidence and joy both in - their
lives and Writings, When we readfomany of the Ancients

C3 snd.
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and ‘of the Lutherans profefiihg their- Peace and joy in be.

lieving, we caanot pretend. that we kaew their hearts better -

than l::.hey knew themfelves; feeing we never knew the men :
nor have weany certain or probable evidenc .
wrote falfly of ythemfelves.P ¢ toprove that they

3. If we could-not have. joy and Peace in believiﬁg €xcept
we receiveit from thecertainty of our own Perfeverance then
it would follow that excceding few even of them that hold the
Doctrine of the Perfeveranceof all the Jutified, bave joy and
peacein believing. For that Do&rine of Ferfeverance can give
affurance of their own Perfeverance to none but thofe tha: are
certain of their fineerity and Juftification. If a man l;e uw
certain whether he be fancified truly himfelf | he muft need;
be uncertain whether he fhall perfeverein that grace which he
knoweth not that he hath ; yea and in common grace it felf.

But oo fad experience telleth us that there be bt few,exceeding

few of the godly among us that are certain of their finceri
of . certs their fincerity
Juftifieation, or falvation: I havedefired leveral Minifters :hZE

converfe much with experienced Chrifli:ns, and hear them . B

open the ftate of their fouls, totell mehow they find them in
this pointof affurance ? And divers of them of largeft ac-
quaintance tell me that they mect not with one that hath it
but that they all profefs fome doubting and uncertainty and
none that they ask will fay, I amfure. Ochers rell me thac
they meet with none that will fay they are certain exce‘t
fome paﬂionatg perfons, efpecially women thar are mel;nchoip'
who are carried on by paffionate feelings ; and they W?II
fometime fay they are certain of this Sanctfication Juttifica-
tion, and Salvation; butitis butina fic which is qufcl'dy gone
and then they arc uftally in greater doubting and trouble
than any others. Iconfefs my own obfervationis the fame or
neer it. Amonglt many hundreds of Profeffors, I meer not
with-one thatwill fay they are certain of their fincerity and
falvation, except four forts;  Firft, Such women or melancho-
}y people afore-mentioned, who can give no great folid reafon
or it, and quickly lofeit, and are paffionace in their converfa-
tion. Secondly, Some perfons that ate fallen into new Opinions

. and focieties, difowning our Profeflion and our Churches , who
v.9

prefently are rapt up with a feeming certainty that they are
S truly’

_ . = ",,'A,,'

Perfeverance.

ciufe their - fobereft acquaintance to fear that they are either .
'proud hypocrites, or deluded Chriftians, worfe than before.
Thirdly, Somefew very earneft Difputers for Afforance, that
will fay they are fure of their own falvation, in an eager main-
tain'ng of their Arguments. Fourthly, Somevery few judicious
holy men, who fay they have no ftrict cercainty,nor are free
from all donbsing ; but yet they have fo confidenta perfwafion as
may be called a moral certainty, andfreeth them from trouble-
forme fears of damnation. - And thefe laft ( though exceeding -
few ) are the higheft that ever I met with, whom I have caufe
to believe, as being judicious credible fober perfons. and giving
probable evidence in their lives of what they faid. I never
knew the man that attained any more than fucha ftrong perfwa-
fion,mixed with fome doubtings and fears, yet fo far overcoming
them as to live a peaceable joyfull life. .

Now if Affuracce of fincerity and Joftification be fo rare
(and imperfet in the beft ) then it muft needs follow that cer-
tainty of their own Perfeverance muft be asrare. And all thefe
Perfons that are uncertain of their Perfevetance, can fetch no
comfort from that certainty which they have not. B

But yet we cannot conclade that allthefe perfons are void of
Chriftian Peace dnd Joy : For, firk we fee by experience that
hundreds of thefe Chriftians that dare not fay they are fure of
their Juflification or falvation , doyet exprefs much Peace and
Joy. Secondly, And theHoly Ghott tellethus that the King-
dom of God confiftethin Peace and Joy in the Holy Gheft;
and therefore we may not fo farre exclude the mo§ of the Saints
out of the Kingdom of God. ' -

4. Moreover, the nature of thething may convince us that
aman may live a comfortable life through believing, though
he attain nota proper certainty of perfeverance or falvation.
For a high degree of probability, and a ftrong perfwafion
thereupon, may beardown the trouble of moft of our doubts
and fears. And though it may be objected, thatHell is fucha
mifery, and the lofs of Heaven fo greata lofs, that a:man hath
no ground of folid grace thatis uncertain to efcapeic, efpeci
ally confidering how little truft isto be putin the flippery will
of man : yet (for anfwer tothis ) letitbe confidered. - f_};&,

) : at.

——————

| Traly holy and jultified ; when both their docrines and lives do
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That Heaven is fo greara good, that the leaft troe belief and
hope of it, mayafford abundance of comfort 3 and Hell is fo
greatanevil, that the leaft true hape of efcaping it, may be
very comfortable. Secondly, Yet fuch uncertaincy indeed to
a Saint in Heaven would be more troublefome, becaufeit is a
condition worfe chan he is in already : But fuch hopes, though
with uncertainty to the damned in Hell would be unfpeakably

comfortable; and fo fhould they be to us on earth; becaufe
we were beforeina flate of death, condemned by the Law, &

and under the curfe, and had been attually damned, if death had

cut usoff. Thirdly, That the goodnefs of Gods nature, - his
common mercy to mankind, the falnefs and freenefs of grace

in Chrift, the experiences of Gods Leve both in common and

Tpecial mercies, with abundance of comfortable paffagesin the

Scripture, all thefe may do much to the fupport and comfort

of the foul, againft the fear of Apoftacy, though there had been 4
no abfolute promife of the perfeverance of all the Jufti- #

ed,

5. I argueapari: Firft, There isno Sonne of the wifeft and
moft conftant Facher that is certain be thall perfevere in the
favour of his Parents, and that he fhall not fall into their very
hatred, and be difinherited by them: And yet it doth not fol-
low that therefore- all Children fhould uncomfortably vex
themfelves with fears, left their Parents thould hate them or
dif-inherit them : yea, or that no Son may take comfort in the
confideration of his Fathers love,

Secondly, Thereis no Wife that hath the beft and moft loving
Husband, that is certain, he will not hate her and caft her off:
And yet when fhe fees, no probability of ic, but much to the
contrary, {heneed not be difquicted by the fears of it 5 nor
forbear'the peace and comfort of her condition.

Thirdly, There is no man of greateft bolinels certain that he
fhall not fall into fome odious fcandalous finne; For though
there be promifes of onr perfeverance in a ftate of grace, yet
in the judgment of all, thereis no promife to the beft of us all,
that we fhall not fall into any fuch hainous particular finne.
No man is certain but he may be drunk as Noah was , or in.

. ceftuons as Lor was, . or commit adultery and. murder as David
did, or deny Chrift as Peterdid, And if you were fure you
. . fhould

“Perfeverance,

. ”

’ ﬂ:-e;ufd fall ehus , and wound your “confcience, and dithohdiir
~the Lord and your holy Profeffion, would it not even break

yourhearts? Butwhat? Mutt all Chriftians.Jivein doubts and
fears of fuchathing? Ormay not they live in peace and com-
fort upon the firong probabilities they have of efcaping. thefe,
though they have no certainty. .Yea more 3 youare not certain
but yeu may for fuch Capitai crimes, be hanged ata Gallows,
and made a publique example to the world: And yet I'hope we
may live comfortably for all that, and need not tronble our felves
with fuch fears fave only by .neceffary caution tQ prevent the
evil. Thefame grounds.therefore which may give you com-
forcagainft che fears of fuch fcandalous finnes, may give them
comfort concerning their Salvation, who eicher believe not the

Dogrine of the perfeverance of all Saints, or are notcertain of

their own San&ification.

_ Prop.8 Itisficand needfull that as we maintain the truth of
the aforefaid Dodtrine of perfeverance: fo we thould withall
make known that it is not to be numbred with the moft neceffary
ormoft evident certain truths, which our falvation, or all
our peace, or the Churches Communion doth reft upon : and
accordingly that we put it not inte our Creed, or Confeffions
of Faith, which are purpofed to exprefs the Fundamentals
only, or only thofe Points which we expect all fhould fub-
feribe to, with whom we will hold communion. As we main-
tain it to bea truth : fo we muft thew ( as isdonein the afore-
faid Propofitions.) which rank of traths it belongethto. For
it is a very hurtfull and dangerous thing to the Church , [0

j affirm che lefs evident controvertible truths to be more evi.

dent and paft doubr, and to affirm thofe to be of neceflity
to our Salvation, Communion, or Comfort, whiclrarenot fo,
This is the wrack that hath torn both the Church and the Confci.
ences of men, "

‘Upon this occafion I may ficly give you an account of the rea-

fon of a paffage in the Catechifm agreedon by the Worciffer
§ fire Minifters, which I underftand fome Reverend, godly "Di.

vines, have taken exceptions ac.

In.the Seventh ‘Article of that Catechifinit is faid that [ the
Holy Ghoft. doth by the Word enlighten mens underftand-
ings, and foften and open their hearts » and turn’them from

. D the

. i ’ .
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poftacy of.the fandified, I muft tell them tha:

the power. of Satan uatoGod by faich in Chrift: that being
joyned to Chrift the Head and into one Church _
Body, and freely juftified and madethe Sonpes of God,’ they.
may be a" fanctified peculiar people.to bim, and, ey
overcome the flefh, the world, and the devil, and, being, zeas
lous of good. Works, may’ ferve God in.hofinefs and righteouf}:
nefs, ‘and may live in thefpecial, fove and: communion of the
Saints, and in hope of Cbrifts coming and of everlafting life, ]

Herc they are offended at the word [ may : J becanfe we fay
nat, they fpall or wildo thefe things, but only, [that theslimay, ) 18
which they fay importeth but'a Dary anda Poffibility, hut net * |

the certainty of the evenr, To this I anfwer is- 1, Our.
Queftion was about the firft Participation of Chrift -and:life:
and our perfeverance is not any part of that, and therefore

we were not obliged to determine that controverfie in anfwer -

to that queftior. 2. The firft [ may ] prefixed to our fanéti-
fication doth. clearly fpeak of the- certainty of the event; foi:
it.is.impoffible the fore.exprefled aork.fhould be doneand yet:
men_ be unfan&ified,

their uncharitable fufpicion, thatwe didit to -intimate the A-

1 am- confi-
dent there is notone of the fubferibers ( to.the fii ft impreffion,

and think not to the laft neither ) thar doth queftion the Do-

&rine of perfeverance ; and that our own meaning is, that the .

Holy Ghoft doth convert us, that we may be a ho) y people and
overcome,¢-c. that is, that he intendeth thisas the event, and
ufeth the former as a meanes.to. the lafer ; and that God isnever
fruftyate of bis intention, and confequently in our fence the Da-
&rineof perfeverance is here expreffed. 4. Buc I muft -adde,
(‘as the .principal part of my anfwer ) that we purpofely. put
it in larger termes-that all that fubferibed . might not be necefii-
tated to underftand it as we did: and we purpofely avoided
the determining of the qommve:ﬁe'aboutgpenfevcuhte; iniihe

Place. - We had before .drawn up our ( prefixed): Confeflion |
of faith,which was to bea teft of our peoples capacity-of Church- 8§

Communion in the point of knowledg and foundnefs in the faith

commoply called Orthodoxnes: ) apd fo we.wérero: difownall

tho,ﬁz_;;,ﬁgt,dﬁmed.xjét_qﬂ‘xh_at‘was:hgye-conmmd;£Ahdziihen we

eompofed our, Catechifm, itbeing in part toithe :faing énd, and: §
L < o partly .

partly.zo-befo brief- thatall might learnir,. we agreed 0" imakie

hich is h - tp.the firft Eight -Acrticlesof the Catechilm from the fore going
which 15 his . p.Lac HIAE Dgth

3 Whereas thefe Brethren obje¢t chisin . [

’.R";ﬁw ﬁ‘ﬂf Ce

n: .fo that we were to put nothingin it but the Fun.
fi;?g::?:l(;nbf Salvation of of Communion; or nothing bue
what we thought we muft exa& a confcffion of from all that
we would hold” Communien with. Now I confefsjt is far from
:)'y Opinion that a man cannot be faved that denyeth the per-
feverance -of alfthe fan&ified, or that wemuftrejed all from
our Commnnion that are.of th,a:.mmd; AndIthould ragher have
abhorred than fubfcribed a cenfeiffion, that hgd contained any
fﬁéh'thing, .ot that had put in the point of perfeverance to

-the ends-and on. the termes asour confeflion was fubfcribed,

isi : reafonof our termes in that Sevemh Ar-
:?é[;g:thx:dtgef\f;cdred other controverfall men, may as w_ell
find fault with us, for leaving out of our Confeflionor Cate-
chifm -the points. which they maintain, as thefe Blrethren may
find. faule with us.in this. -For wehave left out many hupdrg
controverfies; whereof ver, many are as weighty as this. * A
I defpair’c fing all Difputers. - L
'Ild;ﬁ;;?fvﬁ}:ac:hgnot deng but that the Dodtrine of the cer-
tain perfeverance of all the fanchfied, may Achentall;g O
cafion: :much more trouble than Confolation, to many df:p ting
qu;fisr:xa?tt ggi{??sc?gi‘)e‘hid to de with fome my felf, that
have ﬁleadédflii&()bjc&ion fo importona‘ely sbata wxﬁzri_r{]an
than I mighthave foundwork enough to fatisfie them. They
fay, that [ if they conld have any aflurance that they are trn;;
); _,fan&:ﬁed, the D.flrine of Ce,rmm;l’frﬁ"vqrfnu -of wil fh;
";mld: be. comfortable to them'j but shey ave Lroﬁgi)f.'ﬂaw.-m{p
Such dowbss of it,  that thiy fearithey foakl acver atiain to

Juch affuraice, boing rather induced to conclude : themfelves

ainly unfanilified . For ( faythey ) we newer .vedched . fo
i ot s v i e Je am 7
s ke diere. that have been judicions and . affeltionare,
mdcoh#tm“ﬂd lively in dwiy , and “f‘imry priths mlzefazl
Lves., -and fo- greds: comseminers of the ?é’l'%‘L‘”’»" ‘l’" ”;"" 4 9
have qinivsed an appurtwoity for-their fonls', for worlds ZJ{;""'
yéd, ;bg.thrézrpdf!c:ftt?}tdﬁd f “ﬁ‘ ared 11.87_‘1 m”d? fﬂ’.' ‘2‘ ,:Z{::
5 Cyilosimesssdnd, f*'ﬂf’f”f‘fb"@‘i)fé i’:’(‘-“-"i”""’? Sarwnk wthers
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others dl'J, and laid ows themfelves ,almoﬁ almgnbér in doi;g

g06d; thesr Prayers and Conference Were very boly and heaven. .

Iy and affeStionate, and their lives o veeable. fo thas the

intomparably beyond me in all tbef}g &alz_’ﬁfah‘m, n-;’:d”_;::
fome of them wow do deny the God-bead of Chrift andthe Holy
Ghoff 5 Jome deny the Scripture, and that there 3 any Church
or Miniftry s fome are turned Rugkers, and fomé Licentioys:
if mot Infidels ;- and therefore certainly bave now #0 [aving _grnpe-’
Now before we can ever be Sure that we are jnftified, we muﬁ;
be fure thar we go furcher than any of thefe did, or any other
that ever feld away': whereas we find onr [elves' far Jhort of

wany of thems.  dnd we are in & manwer sersain that fome of

shem did nor diffemble : bot by owr dbfervation o ;i 7
conrfe, being intimately acquainted m'tbftbem, ‘m{;yb :‘b: ;;f:::
nefs and openne(s of fome-of their hearts, which they manifeft
€en 20 this day in the way that they are in, being #napt for dif>
fmulasion. ] "1 have found it no eafie marcer o quiet the
minds of fome that were troubled with this doubt.. If we el
them, thac thefe men were grofs diffemblers, - they will not
believe it, ner can I tell them fo of all - as’ being - confi-
dent of the contrary by my acquaintance with fome. If we
tell them thatac the higheft they came thort of fincerity,the
anfwér that they  have much more reafon thes, to fofy egt’
that they are fhort of it themfelves : and that among an ll\,un-
dred Profeflors of Religion, thereis not ordinarily two that
feem to go further than, thefe men did feem to £0: and there-
fore who can have affurance? Ifwe tell them, that yet God
faw the unfoundnefs of their hearts 5 they anfwer, fohe ma
fee the unfoundnefs of mine ; For thefe men did more in felfe
€xamination, Prayer, and other meanes toknow thejy ‘hearts
than everI did, and had greater-knowledg ‘and helps to di.
fcern them. , Some Learned Divines do anfwer this Obje&ion
thus : That it’s true, thefe difficultiesand temptations do ftand
In our waies, but they are nogreater then many other tem
tations which we muft encounter, and that the Members g;‘
Chrift have, that Spirit, thar Teaching, and Aneinting with.
in them, which will fufficiently relieve them againft all fiuch
temptations, and do more to comfort them' than all .the
evidences of their _qpngbgneﬁ cando, yea, whenwe do'not fee

. our .

our uprightnefs, nor that we go beyond the perfons that have
apoftatized, in our Qualifications. To this I have known this
anfwer returned ; 1. That they know not of any witnefs of the
Spirit toaffure us of our juftification, but thefethree; Firft,

the Promife: Secondly, The Witnefs of Evidence, contained
¥ inthe fantifying Works of the Spirit on the Soul. Thirdly,
il Andthe effective Witnefs of atual ilfumination and exciting
grace, canfing us to fee our Evidences within, and the truth of
8 the Promife without, and to believe the later, and conclude our
8 juftification from bothlaid together,” and te be thankfully and

and .of great experience, profefs they have no more, nor
know of any more. 2. But if any other immediate revela-

g fuch a Teftimony er Revelation may be comforted by it, but
8 for our parts we muft fay that we know not what itis, andnever.
had any fuch, and know not how to obtain it; and therefore
mpft.rather conclude the more confidently that weare unfani-

- fied, becaufe we have none of that Witnefs. And though we

have had fome -fiwveet- delightsin Prayer, Meditations and other.
duties ,- and . fome ftrong perfwafions of the Love. of God to.
us, yet we know not whether thefe were from the Spirie,

could reach. .

¥ to try your own by: Norareyou to trouble your Souls by

§ former Qualifications of ethers, God never opened you:a

D3,

The Witnefs contained in the Seripture, proving the truth of

: joyfully affe¢ted herewith. And many holy Learned Divines-

tion and Teftimony of the Spirit without evidence be the thing .
that muft fatisfie, comfort, and. eftablith us, thofe that have

{ or whether fuch delights were not. fome common. work; and .
thofe thae feil off did feem to.us to have-more of them, than we -

For my.part, the anfwer that I ufually make to this Obje&ion -
M is this.. [ Though the falls of others muft warn you to take -
B heed, and with a godly jealoufie to fearch your. heart more. -
N cxactly, and to watch over it more diligently, yet God never. -
§ made the hearts or lives of other men, the Standaid for you. -

g the doubtfull conjeures .which you .fetch  from . the. -

§ window into their hearts: There might beabundancelels good
;¥ and more evil .there than ever you fufpeded in them: The’ -
W beart of man is deceitfull above all things: who (befides God -
B andhimfelf ) cankwowiz 2.  And - will you run. ouc of “ﬁ;‘e”' -

L~
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;:g'-fumrg ). need not, and ought not, and.if known to be fuch,"s‘h'
cannot be the ‘object of rational fear , and care to efcape it.
M But the. daranation and the Apoftacy of any of the fan&ified, is
: impoffible, or not future and known fo to be: therefore it need
fteeming Chrift ‘and eternal life above this world;. are. the fure not;; and muft not be the obje of their fear, and careto efcape
markes of Chrifts' Difiples. 'If" you find:thefe in- your ‘own i's.-,“, S P T ) v o
fouls, what nced have you to doubt of them becavfe that o-. B So-on the, other fide from. the neceflity of chis fear, the
thers have been deceived? -God hath made you more capable B Diffenters argue againt the certainty. of perfeverance. - That
of knowing your-own hearts than others; and accordingly § which is known. impeflible, or-not future, cannot.be the ob-
hath made it your duty-to f¢arch your own and not: theirs : [ je& of rational fear: - But the Apoftacy and damnation of them
You may know certainly what is in your felves 5 but you ca that are-npw Believers, muft be the object of rational fear:
‘but uncertainly conjeCture at what is in them:. Andis it it 'in therefore itis notimpoflible, &e. . ) - .
your inquiry to try a certain thing by.an uncertain? Your [ They confefs,that yet there may confift with the impoffibility of
own hearts which you know er may know, by other mens Apoftacy, Firft, Anirrational foreed fear, whichis notamoral -
which you know not, nor cannot know? This-is not the way Mac ; fuchasa man would haveif he were never fo faft on the
that’ God, hath appointed you ‘for the tryal .of your fate: B pin;cle of a Steeple, . orthetop of a fieep Rock ; Were he moft
and ; therefore - no wonder if it puzzle -and perplex B cerrain to have no hure, yet it would affrigh®him to look down :
you. T} SR R = HSecondly, Areverenceof Gods Judgments as they fhall be ine
Some anfwer the forefaid Objection by telling them chat as B fl.&ed upen others: Thirdly, A ufeof means from the fole
in actual finne (like Davids or Selomons ). the habit of grace M force of Love, and Faith, toavoidan evil, which yet we have
was ‘alive under contrary altings : - foin the forefsid-acual Er. & not theleaftfear of, as knowing it to beimpofifible. Butthe
rors, thehabit of found faith may poffibly. be alive in many 8 fear and care in the Argumenc, they fay cannot confift with
. .-thar feem’ to be fallen’quite dway. ~ThoughT do-make.ufe: of l this impoffibility, For, fay they, It is impoflible the A&
- this anfwer in fome eafes where there is hope of-fuch- habits [ (hould be without its proper ebj:t. But a perfonall poffible
remaining, yet I am afraid of ufing it in moft of the fore~ 8 evil, called, a danger, is the proper objed- of that perfonal
mentioned cafes. - ¥ dare not fay thar a manthae long delibes fear ; foritisa fear of fuch an evil : thercfore, &c.  The Mi-
rately and induftrionfly cryeth down the God-head of Clirift nor, and fo the neceflity of this fear they prove from many
~and the Holy Ghoft,and that denyeth the Scripture and Tmmor- B Texts of Scripture: Lik 12.5.. Fear him that is able to defirey
ftar ‘B both foul and body in hell fire. Heb.g 1. Let s therefore fear

tality ‘of ‘the Soul, e, canbe ac that time in a ftate of Sal B
varion; - The- comfort is farre ferche that. is given- men-on’ Ieft a Promife being left ws of entering into reff, any of ws fhomld
fech terms ; and how we can make it good to thiem, 1 know B feem 10come foors of it. 1 Cor.9.27. 1tame or kuep under my bo-
tot, - R . } S By and bring it into fubjellion, Ieft when I have preached

- * Prop. T0.-Moreover, wecannot deny but that carnal fecari< B 2o orbers 1 ‘my.. felf foonid be .a caffaway.. With many the -
‘ty, not only imhypoerites, ‘But in the godly themifetves) may’ [ like. I
poffibly #nd-too freqiigntly- take ‘advantage for ficreafe,  fom
the Doctrine’ of perfeverance: -+ : i oo LT
*“Eor the reminatits-of corruption” in’ s will difpofe us tomake
anill. ufe of ‘this ahid * mdny another: truths “Hence weaie ‘too B
ready to “drgucthas;” THac which isimipofiible (lodlcereainty |
_ $ - not §

light into'the ‘datk for help-t6 fearch. af'ter-yxo_nx'uﬁm;_eriw and
Juttificationt 2 - Why you know that ‘God hath told ‘youtexs
prefsly inhis Word, thatbe thar repenteth and believeth. foali be
J#ved, dnd thatloving him, and-loviag one another, and e-

" To- thefe. Objettions, there are- divers forts of anfwers
made- according te-the various principles of the Anfwerers;
 fome deny. theMajor, -and fay that.a known impoffible evil
. be the obje of rational fear; . To this, it. is replied, that
isis.adenying-of natural Rrinciples; and. the..common exper

rience. -
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rience of mankind; it being agreed on by Philofophéts, and
felc by all men, that we fear nothing but an -evil apprehended
as poffible. The" Anfwerers fay further, char it’s true, that
if it were impoffible in the natare of the thing, we could not
fearit: but thac which is only impoffible by accident or from
an extrinfick caufe, fuch as is the Decree, or Will of God,
“and his Promifes may be the obje® of rational fear ; becaufe
“God hath not fimply decreed our perfeverance, but hath de-
- creed tharby the means of this rational fear we fhall perfevere, §
and accordingly commandeth us to fear as the means of our
certain perfeverance; To thisitis furcher replied, Firft, That§
it ftill denyeth a moft undoubted principle, even the definition
-of fear, and alfo the common experience of men. For wheice
vever the impoffibility be, extrinfick or intrinfick » reafon tells |
-me thereis no caufe of fear 3 and all the fear that arifeth abont
an evil thatis known to be impoffible is againft reafon, or
withoutlit. An a®erfion o difplacency there may be, buc §
~ no proper fear of that evil befallingus.” And therefore (fay B
they ) youfeign God to decree contradi®ions, and to com.
mand them. For to deeree to give men perfeverance by the
means of a fear of Apoftacy, is to make the evil impoffible, and {8
fo to be no object of fear, and yet to decree that we fhall ¢
fear it : And to command’a man to fear a known impoffible
-evil, “isas if he fhould command us to love 2 known evil g5
fuch. Theearth could not ftand ‘an bour if God upheld it |
not: therefore the ruine or ansibitation of it to morrowisin it |
felf poffible: But yetas long as God hath told us that it fhali |§
continue till the refurrection, and we fee that it never failed §
any one yet, but hath endured throughall Ages, reafon teach. §
eth us not'to fear the diffolution of this world till the day_of
Judgment. An impoffibility of event from fome one caufe,
~doth properly denominate the thing impofiible thoughin re-
gard of an hundred other things it were not impoffible.- ,
Some therefore take another courfe, and fay that the Major
‘of the Diffenters Argument is true but the Minor is falfe, 7z,
" that weought to fear onrno’t—perfevereirfg,Aorour damnation, §
But theTexts are fo many’ and plain that require us to fear
coming fhort of reft, the killing of the foul, 5. and confe.
quently our not-perfevering , that this Anfiver is not farif.
- : factory, §

fa&ory ; buc indeed dangerous, yeeld:ng the Minor to ché'pre-
“fuim ptuous and fecure, : , .

* Ochers cherefore yeeld the conclufion that our Apoftacy and
damnation are not impeflible, but only non futsra; ( Ot which
more:anon. )  But to thus ic is replied that an evyf certainly
known to be nocfuture, canno more be the obje& of ratonal
fear, thaa chac which isimpofiible. And therefore chis hath che

me an{wers as the former. -

. For my own part, the anfwer that fatisfieth me, isthis: That
it’s true thaca known impoflibility or non-futurucy of evil deth
evacuaté rational fear : But then he that will be perfeltly freed -
from that fear, muft have a perfet knowledg of the impofii-
bilicy or nonefuturicy. But Chrift and his ‘Apofties knew that
thofe whom they wrote to h+d ‘no fuch ‘perfedt knnowledg :
Nay more, it is not (atleaft by any ordigary meanes ) tobe
expected in this life, that'tbis,knowledg of our ﬁncerity, Juiti- -
fication and perfeverance fhould be fo perfet as to have no
degree of doubting, habitual or a&ual, at that time or any o-
ther. Ifno grace bepertectin this life, then the affurance
of our fincerity, Juftification and Perfeverance are not perfe®
in this life: Butthe Antecedent is true: therefore fo is the
confequent, - : )

04). But wasnot Pauls affurance perfed who had been in
the third Heavens ? Is it poffible thac he fhould have any doubt
of his falvatien? And yet he faith 7 zame my body, &c. left
when I bave preached, 8. Anf. 1. Thofewords d» not necef:
farily exprefs' fear, buc the ufe of a meanes to avoid an evil
that wichout {fuch means would notbeavoided. 3. Pasushim.
felf was not yet perfe@ as he profefleth, Phil3.12. and knew
bucin part, 1 Cor 13.0. and therefore might have ufe for fear;
Though he had fpecial revelations of his falvation, yet his
Futh a:d continued apprehenfions and improvement of thefe,
were yet imperfe@. 3. If one man by ‘revelation were pere
fectly certain, that’s nothing to the generalicy of the Sairits,
Secing therefore thatwe are all imperfet-in our certaincy of
our fincerity and Perfeverance, it's meet and requifite chat we
¥ be called on to 4 rational working preventig fear, ‘according
| tothe meafure of our‘uncertainty, - . R

0kj. Buc thefe fears then are finfull; asbeing clie fruits of fin-
o L E full’
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‘his recovery, that woul

full doubts or .ignorance, and fo you make the Holy -Ghott . |
to command men to fin. o5/, They are not finfull, inthem.
felves, but neeeffary duties: Ii’s true, that the uncertainty that
goes before them is a finne ; but the fears that follow.
are aduty.. Many. thin sare duties to finfull man in order to
have been no.duties .if .we had rio
finne: Tobelieve for pardon, to repent, to pray for pardon,
to confefs fin, &e. would have been no duties, but on fup-
pofition of fiune. But when we are once -finners, thefe are
become fpecial duties to help us out of it.  And fois:it of this
fear of falling away and of .damnation. But when affurance
and love are perfe®, andchat is, when ‘we are perfe@ in Hea-
ven, ‘then I fhall yeeld that fear of thefeis needlefs. : In-this
anfwer o this great Obje®ion , Ireft. .
" Therefore, notwithftanding ail the Obje@ions that are againft
it, and the ill ufe, thac will be made -of it by many, .and theac-
cidental troubles that it may: caft. fome Believers into, yet it
- feemis to me, thar the Dacrine of perieverance is grounded -on
the Sctipures, and therefore is to be maintained, notonly as B§
extending to allthe Ele& againfi the Lutherans and Afminians, B
but alfo as extending to allthe truly fan&ified; againft Ay- B
gufiine and the Janfenians, and other Dominicans : thoogh we [
muft ranke ic but among truthsof its own order, :and not lay 8

the Churches Péace or Communionupon it.
Prop. 11, Though it cannot afford them affurance of falva- |8
tion, yet may this perfwafion of the certajn - perfeverance of fH
all the fan&ified, afford much comforc to thofe that have no
certainty of their own fincerity or perfeverance. -
If Thave no perfiwafion either of my own fincerity , or per- B
feverance, or yetof my perfeverance as certain if T were cer B
tainly fincere,. then, I fhould have two difficulticsin the way of B
my eomfort; which ismore than oncalone, and thereforemuft
put me farther fromcomfort. Butif I were fure that-all true
Believers - thall perfevere, if I had withall:but 2 firong: hope I¥
or probability that} am a true Believer, I fhould: freely res [i8
ceivethe comfort of that probability, without the impediment
of farther doubts concerning perfeverance. When 'nther- §
wife I fhould be thinking, What . if I -be:. jultified; yet .how |8
can I tell-but I mey lofe it by hack—ﬂidiﬁgﬂ':S&shaé;ghi& :
D : Do&rine

‘Dodtrine. . of perfeverance. firmly . retaine

one of the doubts, though:not from beth.

- Perfeverance.’
d, doth free me from

Prop. 12. Asto the fifth Opinion before. mentioned ( which
makes either EleGtion or Confirmation caufally to inferre perfe-
verance ) 1have faid enough on the. third and fourth Opirion
( which eontain this between them ) to fhew my thoughts of it.
Though it be nesrer the truth than the r_eﬁ_ fore.meqtloned, yet
I fee no-ground to believe their fuppofition, .gha: therc; s a
third fort of truely Jutified fancified Perfons, that are peither
Elected nor Confirmed,, and . therefore will fall away. AsI
knew of no fucludegree. of habitual gracein t!ns kife,whichwould
preferve men from apoftacy withoutGods continued tutelary,pree
ferving grace;fo'l know of no fuch Ehm_g as true Sandtification and
Juftification, without thatGrace which 1s radicated in the foul,and
fo may be called a confirmed flate; or without the Antecedent
and Concomitant Dscree of Gods Ele&ion, which layeth 2
certain ground of perfeverance. Sure I am that the ground
which received the feed upen aRock andnever gave it depth
of earth, did from the beginning differ from the good ground,
and fo did thethorny grounds: and they feem to me to inti-
mate, that the one fort were never hearty refolved Chriftians,
and the other had never extirpated the love of the world, but
had raken up a profeflion in a fubordination to the world, and
the flefh which had the dominion. So that if thefe perfons
had perfevered in that unfound eftate, they could not have been
faved : For.Chrift hath affured us chat he that loveih any
thing, even his own life .better than him, and he that for-
faketh not. all.for him cannot be bis Difciple, Luk. 14. 33.
And the houfe that falleth when the winds arife and the ftormes
affaule it,. was never built upon. the Rock, but on the fands,
Mat.7.26. Sothat I think that which fome Papifts calla ftate
of Confirmation jsthe flate of every- true Chriftian, and that
which;; sheyicall, unconfirmed grace ; is but fome preparatory
grace, that is yer {horc of a flate of Juftification; and that
which others-of them. (and moft ) ealla ftate of Confirmation,
which. is. fuppofed to, be a ftate of impeccability, is not to be
atrained in this life ; Thongh I .pa;:xﬂ confefs they very much
P ) 2

mollifie -
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mollifie the matter in their Definitions of finne and of perfedic |

* on, while they make him impeccable or perfe& from finne, -

thatis lyable only to venial finnes; and make fome luch venial

finnes, that I know many tender-confciénc’t men, that-would

beioth to hold communion with fach venial finners, and

loth to keep a fervant in their honfes that were gulty of -

“fuch. ~To make firine no fisne, and then rto fay we are per.
fe®; and have no finne, is a near way toperfection ; but they
that go further about, will fooner come thither.

.- Thisis my prefent Judgment of their Dorine of Confirme
ing Grace: bue ‘yet I'am.not fo obftinate, as to refufe any
eviderce that’ may tend to give me better information,-if 1

“be miftaken, and thicrefore fhall willingly read what-they will . |
And I marvell to finde fo lttle or noe -

“fay to clearitmore.
thing in Belarmine and mauy another of that way, concer~
ning th's matter, and that thofe that do touchir, doit fo fupers
ficially, racher taking.the main Point for gran;éd, then offer-
-ing us any feeming proof of it. eAgwinas 22. q.24. art.8 on
the queftion, Whether Charity may be perfect in this life, con-

cludeth, thac though ex parte ditigibilss it be noc ( for fo only . &

God himfelf can perfectly love himfelf ) yet ex parte diligentinm
itmay, thatis, com quantnm poffibile eff ipfis, Desm dilignnt :
wibich faith be, vemtingit- tripliciter : Tno meds Jic guod torum
tor bumiris allualiter femper fevatarin Deum.:  Er hac cft per-
fettio charitatis patria, quenon ef poffibilisin bic vit3. -~ edlis
nw_do, ut homo findium fuum deputes ad vacandum Deo, ¢ rebwy
Divinis pratermif] i walijs wifi quantum neceffitas prafentss virg
rvequivit ¢& iftacft perfetio charitatir qgu eft poffibilisin vij » s
tawén ¢5t communis omnibue habentibus charitatem. Tertio
stg Jiiiicet guod nibil cogites vel welit qued Divine dileions
Js_ contratvium,  Ethac perfeBlio eff commmnis ommibns chayitn
sem habentibss, ‘

Ifthe Papifts will infift upon this conclufion of Aquinas,.1 -

fhall defire them. to confider, 1. -Thar 7 heser himfelf d

2 ‘ . , 1. ¢ F-doth
z.“ftcrwal;ds affirm that Perfetio viewon cff perfeitio fimpliciter,
ideo JSemper babes quo crefcas. T Thereforeit isbue perfeiio fe-
cundum quid, and wanting in degree. -

modo ita quod babitwaliter aliquis tornm cor fuum ponat in Deo, -
£

g1 2. How will they be .
able to Prove that thofe imperfections of degree are- not

properly .

properly finnes. 3. Agwuinas in the defcription of :his. fecond
fort of perfetion, doth buc huddle up the matterin che dark,
‘For that :fudium deputare advacandum Deoconfidered fimply
in it feli may argue fincerity, but not peric@ion F degree.
Perfe@ion of degree -is either that which is che higliett thac

our natureis capable of: and chat is only tobehad in Parrids

Or the:higheit that we are obliged to here, and that our
natural powers on earth are capable ofif freed from all vitious
difpofitions ; and this may be called perfcétis vice ; but the
doubt is whether any man fhall atwain it : It is fucha perfecti-
on as in the way we are capable-of, but fhall not have. And they
that affirm it, muft try ic by thefe two things ¢ r.'Hath -any
man as much Love in Habir and A® as he ouglt to have,
or is obliged to? Whatman that knowes himfelf dire fay

it . Who darefay, I will not be beliolden to God, ‘or to -

the Blood of Chrift, for a pardon for my defe& of Love to
God m a& or habir?

my need of a pardon for it, even in the beft day and duty
that I pafs through (that I can love God no more..vigo-
roufly and conflantly,) than I am as to any:of my external
finnes

God with all the heart, and mind and frength, in. the fenfe
which it requireth as to the degree, and toumnterrupted ex-
ercife of their Jove. .

2.  And they muft meafure it alfo by their Natural Powers: :
| If they love im in intention and conftancy of exercfe, as :

much as our Natural Powers are able, if they were perfe®- -
ly fan&ified, or- habituated thereto, and perfc&ly freed -from
all finfull difpofitions, then indeed they have that whick -
B may'be called here perfedtion of degree: - But this no-man

hath, If the Natural Powers can love God 1o more then they:

do:(in fenfi compofito ) becaufe they are dlogged by - vicious: -

difpofirions, or are not elevated and nighily difpofed by due

habits, this isits moral impatency, and is farre from proving :
it innocent’ of ‘perfe¢t, that it is theveryfinne and impérfedhs -
on it felf. - If this -be pexfetion; perhaps: the damnc&:mxg‘ﬁj

» Es

Yea,; were it but for one day, or -
d howr. 1 muft profefs for my own parc, I am much more -
fenfible of the finfulnefs of my foul, for this defet, andof -

. Tiiey muft pervert the Law, or pharifaically boaft, of -
§ what they have not, before they can fay thac they do love
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be called ‘perfect.  But if any man dare fay that)his foul is B8 firally loft, if you alfo refpect the extrinfick caufes: And -
perfetly habirated, and freed from. evil difpofitions, and - [ yhat both per imspeffibilitatems confequentia ; becanfe it is not

. doth exercife Divine Love, and all other graces, alwaies, ad - poffible that thefe Propofitions fhould be both at.once true.
UktimnM: poffe, tothe highet capacity tha theright difpofed Il [ God willeth abfolutely or fore-knoweth that -Perer will pers

Natural- Powers-in vid, €an reach, I am paft doubt that that [ (cvere Jsand [:Perer wiilnot perfevere. ] ( And yet this fol-

‘man is a ftranger to his own heart, and an unhumbled Pha. [ lowing ié reconcileable with the firft [Tt isimpoflible in nqe

rifee. Their making eoncupifcence in thehabit or a& to be ro W 1474 7ei for Pever to fall away. ]. Andaifo 2. Per impaffibi.

finne (added to their fore:mentioned Doctrine, that venial W firatem can(e s Firlt; Becaufe God bath not only decreed the

finnes are but finnes Analogically,, and not properly ) is but perfeverance of the fan@ified, but alfo the Holy Ghoft hath

a forry way to lead men to perfection. Wae confels that [ undersaken it as his fpecial charge. Secondly, And che faith-

the ordinate habitual or attual fenfitive Appetiteis no finne: W8 fulnefs of God, (asfarreasI can yet underftandit ) is by his

Bac withall we muft fay, thatin finfull man this Appetitcis [ Promife engaged: for the: perfeverance of all the truly Jufti
eorrupted , and bec_ome inordinate and _rebellious, and che fied and fan&ified Believers; ‘and; I amfure, for all the Ele®
phanrafic infected with finfull fenfual-habits, and noman here |l that are fuch : .which made the Lord Jefus himfelf judge it a

perfettly f{ccd from thefe ( befides the remnants of finfull R fie fpeech to fay, ['Ttey fhowld deceive sf it weve poffible the
difpofitions in the fuperiour powers ofthe foul.) . And we dare wvery Eledt, Mat.24.24.7) intimating that it is not -poffible fo

not fay that.thefe arenot finnes; and confequently, that'man [ to deceivethem; and thatis, becaufethey are Ele®’; evenan
“Peffe&-_" Cos ‘ extrinfick accidental impoffibility. It’s a:dry evafion of them

~ = 8 that -expound the Elect, of previfi perfeverantes ;- as-ifChrift

had faid [ It is not pofiible to deceive them that God fore-
knowes will not be deceived. ] For there is fome prefent
caufe here plainly.intimated- of their-perfeverance or future non=
deception;and it is not ameer logicalimpoffibility of confequence
that is fpoken of. And if this-canfe.was within them then it muft be
the nature or degree of their grace : If without chem, it muft be
t_hc,Eleﬁion and prefervation of God,which indeed was the caufe.
For.ply part,I fubferibe to Aquinas his explication of this mat-
ter in 2.2, 9.24. art. 1X. Utrum charitus [emel bakita_poffis
amitti % -as it liethin thefe words.in, eonclufion whiehI think
warth. the. reciting though fomewhar large [ Qxanguam. pa-
trie charitas,” #bi Dens per eflentiam widessir amists. sullarenses
polfie-5 chaxitas tamen via, in cujus ftatn Deicffentia non vie
desur. amitsi peceando poteft. ( But markethe Explication ). Re-
Jpos. dicendums - qued per charitasem . fivitus [anClus in mobss
babitat. 1 Tiplisster ergo pollsmus -confidérare.charigatem; TUno
wodo:¢x: parte fsvitus. fantti moventisanitnum id dibligondsim des
Km.:. G ex bac-parte chavitas. iImpeccabilitatens: haber (¥
wonld: @y iiv is inextinguibilis..Or inextinpabilie ), ek vintare
[iritus [anéti, qui infaliibiliter opevassy q_mdcmqmwébmitj‘
il - Unde

_Prop. 13. Asto. the fixch Opinion -( of the Amiffibility of
& ftate - of Infant Juftufication , or rather the ceflation of
it). which is: apoint-of great difficulty , and a controverfie
{ though not much agitated ) among the moft Learned of the-
Reformed Divines, I fhall for divers Reafons at this time [
purpofely forbeare . the delivering of my Opinion in
it, . ‘

- . Prop, 14. Asto the controverfie contained in the Seventh
and Eighth Opinions, I think itis .but verball, and is. to be
difpatch’t by feveral diftin&ions of pofiibility andimpoffibility,
To::omit- divers others that. might conduce ,so-thq,ﬂeciﬁ’o,n,. ‘
thefe. few at prefent may fuffice.. 1. We muft diftinguith be»
tween an Impoffibility in re, and extre xem;, or a canfisips
trinfecds, Of a caufis extrinfecds or. elfe, accidental. It. is,
- poffible that true grace be loft, if youw fpesk of a poffibiliey
@ Canfis intrinfecis & dp metyra roi; thagss, the habit.and fub.,

™ je& - together. -Butit isimpoffible thatitfhould be tosailyand,
" _ Qi ’ nally |
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Unde impoffibile ef hec dwo firml effe vera, qued [pivie|

Janltum welic aliqguem movers ad  allums eharvitatis , e quid
ipje charstatem amittas peccande. Naw donums  perfeve.
vantie computisar inter beneficia Dei quibme certiffime libes
rantur quickngue hberantnr wt Aug.  Alie mods posef
confiderari charitas fecandum . propriam  ratiowem: ¢ fic
charitas non poteft alignid , mifi 1d quod pertinet ad charitats
vationem :  Unde charitas mmllo modo potefk peccare, ficnt
calor non_pureft infrigidare, & fieut imufbicia now paeft

boawm facere, ut Augult. Tertio modo ~ poseft confiderari|f

chavitas ex parte [ubjeiti quod cff vertibile fecundum - aréi
triy libertatems.
boc (ubjellum , & [ecundum univerfalim rationem qHR compas
ratur forma ad mateviam; & fecundum [ecialen rationens

gsua comparatur babitus ad potewsiam. Eff autem de ration
Jorme , qued fit in [ubjelto amiffibilier, qmando now repler
totams potentialitatems materie —— fic ergo charitas Patrig
quia reples sotam potentilicatem rarionalss mentss (in quantum
Jeilicer omnis actualis motws ejus fertur in Dewns ) snamiffi-
biliter habetnr. Charitas antem vie non fic reples potentia-

litasem fws [ubjeili, qui men [(emper allu fertwr in Desm, B

Unde gnando aéln 5 Dewm won fersuy , poteft aliguid occur.
rere per qued charitas amitratur.  Habitui vero proprism

et , ut inclinet Potemtiam ad agenduns : guod convewit ba B

bitni in quantum facit id wvideri bonum qucd es convenit, maq.

Vid. 4quin. lum autem qusd ¢i repugnat.  Si-nt enim “gufus diwdisat

con.Gentil,  Japores [ecundum [wam difpofitionems : ira mens bn/nmk dijudi-

lib3.qusss. €at de aliqus faciendo fecundmws fuam babitua

fol.1z2g. atd d’#‘f"""'

nem s Unde Phalof. dicit, Quod gualis snnfgufame eff  sal
finis videtur €i. 1hi ergo c&raq;‘mmiﬂiéi{z:rfinhf; ':Ib‘;
sd quad convenit charita:i won pueft videri nifi bonnes, Jei-
Uicet in Pasrid, ubi Deus videswr pev effentiam que ej; ipfa
gﬂ'mn.a benitatis: . & ideo chacitas patrie uitti'm»‘potc_/}
Charitas antem vie | in cujus flatu non < idetwr ipla Nei c_ﬂm:
tia, que cff  cffentia bowitatss, porcft amicsi

a plain and found explication . of the pone:

ferve Grace.
P

Poteft autem attendi comparatio charitatss adf

. nesl ; “( that is, B
in refpect of the fubje& aione corfidered ) I cak '(rh;:t ;',;,;
if i |8 e ly decreed and
were added, viz. in whom the Holy Ghoft du;hl thif!: ;:: . perfeverance were perfet. 4. God hath not only decreed an

g1 means ofth
And

Perfeverance,

And here I cannot fee but . Agsinas is againft Alvarez conceit
of a confirming grace in this life, which is-a participation chariza.
8 Pazrie For dgninas confineth charitatem Patrie ad patriam,
andexcludeth it @ viatore : and he confineth it to the Vifion of
‘God pereffensiam, which both heand thetruth do exclude from

*earth, And Deveritate Mater.18.itis his firll Qu.and he deter-

minech that it is an Error in them that think that Adem in inno-
cency did fee God per effentiam thoughimperfectly, andin a mid-
le fort inter ffatnm beatorum ¢ peccatornms,

See alfo Capreolws Defenf. li.2. Dist.23.qm.1. of this.

Yet ofthe main point daxixas {peaks as Alvarez before cited.
And moft fully 46 de verie. Mazer.24 qu.9.fol.137,138. where he
concludeth thatin vi4 no man can be perfe& and confirmed in
good fimpliciter, ita viz quodin [¢ [ufficicns, [#a firmitatis princi-
“pinm habear quod omnino peccare non poffit s but only per hec quod
datur eis aliquod manus gratie per quod inclinantar in bonnm,qued
won peffunt de facili a bono deflulti : nontamen per hoe ita retra-
buntur amalo guod omwine peccare non poffint,nifi diving providen-
1 cuffodiente. ] And ad 4™ he thus qualifiech his perfeCtion
[ Quod e ratione illa poteft baberiygnod non eft aliquis in fatn vie
omnina confirmatss, ficwut mec omnino perfeitus. ( And ad 5™ adds
that poffe peccare non facit ad meritum, [ed admeriti manifeftatio-
wem ;3 which the Jefuites may confider of. )

Prop. 15. The ninth Opinion being the Libertines, is fo grofs
againft nature,and exprefs Scripture, and the very holy nature,
and the experience of the Saints, that I think it not neceflary here
to fay any. more of it, than to difclaim it, and open the truth in

§ thefe few Affertions. 1.No mansaffurance of his perfeveranceis

perfectinthis life : 2. Thereforein that meafure ashis atfurarce
isimperfe&,and he is Iyable to the leaft doubts, in that meafure

® itishis duty to fear:The fear may be a duty,when the doubc thac

doth oceafion itis afin. 3. A very great cautelonfnefs according
to the weight of our work would be neceffary,ifour affurance of

promifed that we fhall perfevere, but alfo that we fhall by the
isholy ‘cauteloufnefs,and folicitude and fear,perfevere:

fer.32.40.1 will put my fear in sheir hearts that they foall not depart
o F from
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fromme. 5.The dominion of any one fin isinconfiftent with fa-
ving graceand juftification. 6. Therefore he that is under the doo
minion of any fin,may be fure that he is unjuftified, but he cannet
be affured that he hath that holinefs or juftification which he hath
not, or that he fhall perfevere in it,before he bave it. 7. Hethat
hath not more hatred than love to any fin,and that had not rather
be rid of it even in the ufe of Gods means, -than keep it, in regard
‘'of the habituatced ftate of his will, is under the dominion of fin,
and in a ftate of damnation.8.He that is thus refolved and affected
againft a grofs fin,or any known fin thac is under the power of
his will,is not like to five in,or give up himfelf toir:Nay he cannot
commit it without renewed refolutions againtt it, and a reftlefs
importunity of foul to be delivered, which will prevail. o It'is
therefore a great fufpicion, ifnot a certain thing, that the man
that can live in fuch a {in, and quiet his mind in it on this account,
that once he had grace and therefore fhall perfevere, is yet with-
out true faving grace.  10. Sindoth as naturally breed troubles
and fears as the fetting of the fun caufeth darknefs, orasa grofs
fubftance in the funfhine caufeth a thadow. And this from the na-
twie of the thing, and by the will of God." 11.A lapfed Chriftian
mutt be recovered, and fear is one of the means-of his recovery.
12. Therefore the Libertine Dorines, of net fearing,mourning,
praying, confefling,in order to pardon,are pernicious Doctrines:
as I have more fully manifefted in other Writings on that Subjeét.

Prop. 16, As to the tenth Opinior, which affirmeth that no
meafure of our firfk ftcck of grace can beloft, which was infitfed
in our regeneration 3 I d:ftinguifh between two forts of converts
In fome God may put at the firft but the fmalleft degree of
faving grace ; and perhaps that may be Gods moft ordinary way:
And then no doudr, that cannot be diminifhed, but the fincerity
or life it felf muft be loft: For the diminifhing of the fialleft
fparke would be the extinguifhing of it. But for ought I know,
in others God may give a greater meafure of grace in their firft
converfion, thanto moft he doth after long ufe of means. I
think he did fo to Panl. Now in this cafe;though it is moft pro-
bable that Cod never will fuffer that grace to be broyght to’.
fmaller meafure thenaat firftit was iufufed,yet I know no ce
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by Promife or any other proof that he will never permit fuch a
diminution.  Let them that affirm it, bring us their eviderce, and
we fhall try and judge ofitas we find it. - ’

A godly Divine M* Jobn Barlsw in his Difcourfe of Spiritual
ftedfattnels gives chis Reafon, [ 45 we were meer patients at the
Jirf reception, fo are we noagentsin its defiralion.  Lofe we may
what addizion, by enr co-operstion with it we bave gained.; but not
the leaft dram of that which withont onr €o-working , Witk at onr
effictual call infafed. ] To which Ianfwer. 1.Ic’s bur barely faid,
thac weare no agents init’s deftruction ; and not proved. I deny
the confequenceé : A'man maybe a&ive in defiroying grace, that
was but paffive in reeciving it. 2. Wemay merit the diminution,
and fo may bea&ive. 3. Itisnot yet proved, but that we are
as truly paflive in receiving each fuperadded degree, as the firft ;
ortlat every degree isnot infufed as the firft was: tl oagh it be
true that there are higher preparatory di{pofitionsin the foul for
further degrees than were for the firft. 4. This whole Argo-
ment ig confuted by the inftance of Adam: For he was as pafiive
aswe in receiving his firft grace, and yet loft ir, and was too
adtive as to the lofing it : therefore the reafonis infufficient,

Prop. 17. The Eleventh Opinion, ( that no degree of the ha-
bit can be diminithed,either which was tir®t infufed or after added)
is lefs probable than the former; And Mr Bar/w in the foregoing
pagedorh give four Reafons againftit. And yet notonly fome
few of ours, but moft of the School-mien, are againft the diminu. ,
tion of the habit ; but very differently, for though Aquinss Dﬁgd. ‘hef
fimply fay that [ Quangnam charitas fecundum fe ac diree, he Thomstts -
nubatenus diminni poffit, difpofitive tamen G indivetle per venia- agsinkt the in=

dia peccata & ceffundo ab opevibss virtntum diminntioncm admis- creafeof Cha- -

tit ] Yet Gr. Ariminenfis, and abundance other School-men i Yby addiiie
adde that ex natn eff diminsi, & fino ' goof further
v ra [wa poteft diminui, & fi non poreft refpectn degrees, doth
ordinationss divine : Andrheir dedyal of the-diminution ofit, is loay :hse’mc:::
from their falfe Opinions aboutvenial and mortal fin. * For they thukitcannot
fc;gnflhing called venial finne, which is not againft charicy, nor, be diminifhed.
properly finne, and then they give that asa reafon why it cannor 232in# which.
direQly”(thavs, seque effellive-neque mevicorie-as dguin..) di. < ribcon.
minifh charity. And then for mortal fin, they fay it doth totally Scesits, b
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evacuate .
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evacuate and corrupt Charity, both effeitive ¢ meritorie 3

 Aq#in 22.q8.24.4rt.10. concl,  Butit willbe long before they

" will be able to teach their Scholars te know which 'are mortal]

and which venial fianes, according to their own defcriptions$

(fo truly doth Gerfonand with him others, complain of thely

difficulty of difcerning them:) and longer before. they  willg

prove any fins to be venialin their fenfe : and as long willit be§

before they will well prove that every {in which they call mortalj

‘doth charitatem totaliter corrampere as they affirm ; and that}

.Peter, David, Noab,8c. were utterly void of Charity when}

they finned, and were afterwardsnew-born a fecond or third;
time. I think I need not ftandupon their Reafons. Y

Prop, 18. Asfor the Twelfth Opinion which is the Libertiné§
of that firein that are.next the Familifts, I have faid fo riuctiaf
gainftit in other Writings, and fo many others have faid more, |
and it is fo grofs as before was faid of the Ninth which draws}
near it, thatI fhall fuppofe I may behere excufed from med-§
ling withit any further, than to bid ‘the weak and unskilfuilld
to beware of it, asbeinga ready way to carnal fecurity,impiey]
licenioufnefs and perdition. o 7
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Errata, © 3

Ace 8.1, 12, for [ predeffinaion r. [ predeserminmion]-p. 10.1. u
p &go'r [ vislaris 7 r. [ viatoris ] p. 38,1 37. €05 [ grace Jv. [pesse ] p 374
1. 6. for [impoffilile] r. [ pofble. ] T
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