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PRFPACE _

[T is not- a ;zeed’efs Subjett whidh
I here offer about needlefs or
lefs needful things. Little do
moft men think how much of their
Wifdom or FONy lyeth in their rigkt
or wrong Valuing and ufig things
lawful,- and that bave an mfer:our
Jort of Goodrefs; and- how much
tbeir Salvation or Damnation is bere-
in concerned.- “Men- are condemned
for an Evil Love, ‘but not for the

A 2 Love:



T AR

, The Preface. |
- Love of Evil as Evil: Nutare
i agaimft that, ‘To love a- leffer
Good rap much, and a,,g-vécztzr too Jigs
tles to love the End but g4 “the
Means, and the Means as the End,
s an evil Love ; Non malum
volumus, fed malé: I s the
" AEt that is evil when the Objest
s good, either indeed, or in the Ap-
prebenfion of the Lover, Fe may
will Hurt,as Furt to anothers but
i is as concested to be fame good to |
bimfelf.  Apprebenfion of Good or
Evil, that is, pradticyl Judgment
~ ruleth the Wills and _Ations o ]
the World; of how great Moment
then is it to have a truly informed
Judgment, and to have Teachers thae
will thus truly inform us s gt about
matter q[ meer Talk and Difpute,
 that

 The Preface. = !
that little concerneth us, but about,
that which is good or evil to ourfelves;,
and to know. indifferent things to be:
indifferent: It 1s the pernicious en=
mity of .the fle(hly -Appetite to the
Soul, that it byaffeth the practical
Fudgment. and Will to take things in=
different to be good and defirable, and.
almoft necefary; and a fmall Jen=
fible good to ke a great one, rm(i a
great good which difpleafeth Senfe
and_Appetite, to.be fmally if not a
buetful Evil..
And indeed the Holy Ghof¥ hath-
told us, Rom. 8. 5, 6, 7, 8. That.
this is the difference betiveeen the
truly godly ad wigodly, That one
ts- fpiritually minded, and.the other.
carnally s that is, one [avoureth things
Joiritnaly and judgeth - of things acs

A ] CO}‘(I:.;ng :




The Preface.

nal bave no fuch Guft, Fudgment or

LO?"’: but value tbl}?gs as the Ap- |
petite and Intereft of the Fleflr ine |
clineth them. Be they both of the |

Jame Calling,. Education and Profef

| fions if both were Paftors of the |
3’ ~fame Churches, and q’re}zcbm;;/ the

Jame Dolrine, yet. this difference

— 15 at the Eearts of fpiritual and cays

nal Men ;. and it ufually appeareth

S0 others in their Lives: If they be |
L publick Perfons, they will [Lew men. |
(- what things they Value, and what gam.

i is that they purfue. The Flefh

loveth wat Mortification, nor the

Crofs s it is always againft  [piris

tual | Laws and Life, -and Jpiri= |

thal

cording to (piritnal Reafon and I
,tereﬁfx_gnd loveth and choofeth them |
Jor fpiritusl goodnefs ;. but the Care |

|  The P’reﬂiéé.'; | S
tual Worfbip. and. Perfons, fo far- |

as they crofs their carnal Intereft.

"He that will wor(bip God that is

a Spirit, in Spirit and Truth, muft .
bave a Fudgment that moft valueth
fpiritual things,. and place. his Love:
and Hope on [piritual Delights and. ]
Hapyinefs. A carnal Mind that fa=
Youreth only carnal things, and neis;
ther is, nor can be fubjeét to Ged’s.
Jpiritual Law, will bardly velifb [pi-
ritual Wor[bip, or a fpiritual kind. §
Of L_tf(,’. ' 3
One of the greateft figns of an:
Hypocrite is, making a great mat-  §
ter of little (wordly and flefbly)
things, ‘and making a little matter
of great things. Al the things of ]
the Flefh and World are thingsin--
different i themfelves, or almoft  §

indif--
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~andifferent, further than their Rela-

tion to [piritual good doth make them
become good or evil ; good of they
Surtherit, and evil if theybinder it.

~But the Fypocrite is never indif-

ferent toward them ;. he feeleth no

great need of fpiritual thoughts, fpi-

ritnal Comnfel, or Difcourfe, or Prea-
ching, or Books, or Company : Per-
baps be can bear them, but he can
be without them; and doth nei-

ther much defire them or delight'

in them. A Hiflory, or Romance,
or-merry Jefts or Game, is pleafant-
er to him.  DBut his T houghts are
ferious  for bis carnal Commodity,
Pleafure and R eputation; what he
fhall eat and Drink, and where-

with he {hall be cloathed. If

bis Floufe, his Maiatenance, his Meat,

and.

The Preface.

and Drink be not fuch as the Flefh

defireth, efpecially if it be put to

Streights and Sufferings ; his Senfe

of it 4 .as quick, and bis Complaint

as ferious as if he me”_’?‘dﬁlm.d‘m‘:ﬂ

or it- were fome great matter at leaft

that he complaingth of,  The Com- 1

plaines and Tears of many that are
in fome Streights or Sufferings, fhould
caufe wifer Tears from [erious, Be-
lievers, to fee men fo miferably care
nal, like Children that cry for a
Pin ar a Feather, as if they bhad loft
their greateft good.
Serioulnefs s it that

bour flefhly Vanity, and wane
of Serioufnels about thin,g§ Spi-,
ritual and Eternal, which is the-

| Tem-.

/hewétlr. .
what is next to aman’s Feart, I 1
is Serioufnefs and Earneftnels a- |




The Preface. -

the Hypocrice. - . . |
And bere T wonld intreat Jome
that I hope are godly, to forbear Jo
[ufvicions and difgraceful a4 courle,
asthey are opeidy guilty of 5 Timean,
when they talk /o concernedly and
cagerly about their Meat,” and
Drink, and Cloaths, and every
Slefbly thing, as if their Hearts were
fet upon it.  Paffion and chiding if
all be not as their Fancies or Appe-
tite would have it, doth [rew that
- they are dangeronfly difeafed at leaft:
This Meat is ot well dreft, and
L - the other is too Jittle or too much
~and that Sawce is ot rightly- made,
and. fomething “or other is SHll amifs -
And all thefe are talke of as feri¢
oufly, as.if- the. flefbly Appetite were
SR the

~ MAT i e 1 i e m

Temperament and Characterof | J!P¢ M.

 The Preface:
Inaword ; the more fe-
rious, 4y man is about great things;
the more jndifferent he will be about

| things indifferent: nd the more

indifferent @ man is about the great-
eft things, the more earneft and fe-
rious will be be about things in-
different ; and vice verf3, the more
ferious he is about things indiffe-
rent, the more indifferent he will

be about the One Thing Neceffa-
ry. Taking great things for fmall,
and fmall things for great ; neceffary
things for indifferent, and indifferent
or fmaller things for neceffary, is

becaufe all men will do as they are,

. itisalfo the Corrupter, Troubler and
Divider of the Chriftian Societies, -

) m

the’ Fo”y, and the S m, and the f
Damnation of the Ungodly.  And
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The Brefice.

Converfation 5 and the Confornder of

 the World : Of which Faith: and fe-

rious Godlinefs is the Remedy,

which valueth and ufeth all things as

they are.

'S'ept’wnﬁ. 29.
1684.

| _‘76fm‘ anfwered and

BSaint ov @ Brujr, 1
fence than I had then, that it is more ne.
Ycellary to fay fomething on the former
Apart .ot “the Text than I thought it
@was : I then lived among poor labour-
fing honeft People,

. Rt s
w Y Bl
. B
.
I
[
A}

THE

One Thing Neceffary :

OR, -

MA RT"S Choice ]ﬁﬁiﬁed.' :

LUK. 10, 41.

Jaid unto ber,
Martha, Martha,

but ome thing is needfull,

Aving long ago publifhed forme
f' Sermons on' the Gre thing necd-

Treatife called, 4
find b

in a

ful,

y moreexperi-

who had indeed fome
B tempta-

4 thow art carefull .
and sroubled about many things 5




2 The One Thing NecefJary, or,

temptations from ostward wanes, but lit- ;,
tle from mealth and fuperfluities, nor had E
leifure to walte time upon fo many trifles, §
as I fee rich and idle Perfons think they ¥

have. | ‘ .
It is here very confiderable, 1. That

‘the -Author of this Reproof, was one

who was not to be fufpected to mlﬁalfe
through senoFance or want of love to Zb.fﬂ’f- |
tha: And though he lived in a low mati- B
ner, and not as the rien, yet 1t was not g

becaule he wamed fuch things, that he

blameth the minding of wancceffarythings. §

and for our fakes §

' he was Lord of all; ur [
.Il:gml;emme poor, yet fuffered as rich ”Ifiﬂ
that are fuppofed to be ufually L’Z

reateft finners. He made bis ‘gr@ed wzth
the wicked, and with the vich in  bis death.

Ifa. 53. 9.

2. And that his Reproof was very Se-|
“rious and Compaflionate, repeating her‘

Name, Martha, Martha,

3.. The Perfon Reproved, was not ag
wicked, flefhly, worldly Perfon, but oncfg
that was beloved by him, and a religi-g

~ous B:liever.

g The matzer which fhe 13 Orlxgrgvpd
3 e < AP e ) . t )
for, is .partly pofitive cxpreffed ( vetng

) v Lress e e
carcfull and troubled atount mazy tbi’néa:?} ()1

~ tha's fin in particular was.

L

- Mary’s Choice Yuftified, 3
and partly implyed as privarive 5 not
preferring the one thing needfull at that
time, fo niuch as fhe fhonld have done -
Which “implyeth, 1. That the many
things were,needlefs, or lefs needful things.
2. ‘That they took up both her unfeafo-
#ible time, and the cares of her mind, -
unto her trouble. ,, :
" T need no more words to convince you,
that Chrift here tcacheth us this Leflon,
viz. |

That Care and Trouble about many need.-
defs or lefs needfiul things, hindering them
from the due minding of the one thing need-
ﬁzll? s a fin which Chrift reproved tn May-
thay and therefore blameth in all orhers |
who.are guilty of it s -

Here, 1. Let us confider what May .
. Whether
we are not ‘like t6 be more guilty of
the 'li)i,e.‘ I In what kind this fin is
ufually committed.  1V. What ‘are ‘the
cxcufes Tor it. Vv, What is the evil
of it, which deferveth fuch Reproof.
VI, What ufe we thould make of Chrifts

oof,
é‘i, [

,f 'I":?ﬁ;iy/!mhkz’vs Sin ( already mentioned )
Care and Trouble abont

Was over-much
o B2 her




. 4 The One Thing Necej]h?j, or,
her Table for Chrifts Entertainment,

while Mary fate hearing his holy Dif- §
courfe ; which thewed that fhe had /efs |
szpetit,e than Mary to the Holy Doérine §

of Chrift, that could eafilyer be with-
ontit. 2. And that fhe over-valued the
lower part, his bodily entertainment.

Yet there were thefe extenuations of §
1. It was not doing any finful work |

if,
in it felf.

2. It was not ncediefs in its time and |
meafure. |

We are allowed to pray for our dai-

Iy Bread; and here is no mention of §
any fuperfluities or excefs: And fo wor- |
thy- a Gueft deferved the beft Provifi- |

ons ; and it’s probable that Martha was §
the chief Houfe-keeper, to whom it §
moft belonged. And no doubt it was i
a work of Love and Honowr to Chrift : §
Yer though it was for his own Perfon, §
and had fuch excufes, Chrift would not 4.
take part with it, or forbear to blame §

it.
“in blaming her Sifter that was wifer, and |
ehofe berrer than her felf; and @hrift |
fpake this as rauch to jultifie A4, as §
- toblame Murtha, as the following words §
. fhew,

And indecd one half of her fault lay §

1. And B

- Mary’s Choice Fuftified. ¢
" ' \ : ,
~ Il. And if we judge but by her quali-
ty and cafe, and. ours, we are far li-
ker to be thus culpable than Aartha
was. For, "i. That Countrey was poor
in comparifon of ours, and had not half
the Temptations to many needlefs things,
as we have by our Riches and their ef-
fefts. - | | -
2. Chrift would not have endured
fuch Vanities and Excefles as we are ufu-
ally guilty of, )

3. It’s like Martha that was o Fa-
miliar with Chrift, was lefs addi@ed
to Vanites than we now are.

4. Our Common Vanities, for which
few of the better fort blame themfelves,
have no fuch extenuations or excufes as.
the Cafe of Martha had. ‘

I1I. But we need no movre to convince
us, than to name fome of the many in-
ftances, in which our fin is far, yea,
very far worfe than Martha's. .

1. How much of moft mens thoughts .

.and time, is taken up with the needlefs

cares to grow richer, and be better pro-

vided. in the world'? from one end of
the year to the other, how great.a pro- -
B3 ' .por- -




& The One Thing Necelfary, or, . Mary’s Choice Fufl fied. T
portion is thus laid out? Cannet we § Had God taken away many mens
{ferve Gods Providence, and labour in §Health and Appetite, that meat and.
our Cam'ngg,.fand. do our DIItY withs §drink had been loathfome to them, it
out fuch a meafure of Cire and Trou- §had been a Mercy to many fuch; who
ble ? Into how narrow a’conpafs do Jby the Pleafire that they have in thefc,
worldly cares and troubles. caft Gods f§ are made flaves to the flefh, and. finks
Service, and mens . cares and thoughts § of fhamefull fin, and the ioot-ball of
of their endlefs ftate in the hearts and § temptations, and live under continuval
houfes of moft men! Thefe thorns and § wounds of Confcicnce, and ~wheén. the.
briars are fo rank and plentifal, that § Cup is abfent, they arc finningin their
they choak much of the Seed of the § imaginations and defircs, and are con-
Golpel, and make true Godlinefs and . g triving how the next meal or day to.
Heavenly Delight to wither away and |} gratifie their Appetitcs again: I {peak not
come to little. - § of the recing befooled Drunkard, or the
2. How many needlefs Cares and Tyow- § fpewing: Glutton, but of them whof:
bles have mott, about Gods part and Pro- § Care is for Throat and Belly, that make
viaence, which belongs not to them; § a srear master of the plealing or dil-
fearing what may befall them, left they § pleafing of their Appetites, and think
fhould be poor, or opprefled, or fuffer § and talk of it fo ferionfly, as if it were:

by others ; when they thould fpend thofe
thoughts in caring for sheir Dury, and
trufting the Love and Faithfulnefy of
God? And no other care will aveid their - | o

- 8 the poor Ifraclires had not tafted Bread.

{uffering,.

3. How much needle5, yea and brui-ti(h'

thouglits and works, have many to pleafe

and gratifie their Appetites ?* What a

bafe and yet coftly fervice have they that
fe?_ve?a greedy throat, and a beaftly fan-
tafic? -

. Had ‘Z'..'. ¢

1 fome needfull or importeut thing ; that
W are difpleafed in mind if their throass be
A ot pleafid, and they fare not {umptu--

oufly or delicioufly every day: When

or Flefh for many years in a Wilder-

4 nefs, nor fo much as the e£gyptian Oni-
q ons, but only Manna, they are killed
@ by Gods Juftice becaufe they murmur-
¥ od; and when they asked Flefh, its faid,
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They asked Meat for theiy Lufts, Pfal, »8. §
That is, For their meey Appeti,tc‘;, wi’t7h.. A
* out neceflity, for life or health : but how
- much further do moft go now, exceed.

ing even the Princes or great men in

Ifracl in the matter and manper of their §
dyet, (as I believe the moft in Erplang §
do ) and yet never blame or fu?’pea 8
themfclves ! Zurks can forbear Wine at

Mahomets Command, and the Rechabires §
becaufe their Father bid them s and if §
the Phyfician forbid Strong drink or §
] Pride or Gawdery do make many weak
} Perfons turn Quakers to fly from it,
} how few for to avoid this, would a-
§ void the moft gawdy and effeminate, or
§ roffianly fathion of Cloaths or Hair?
¥ And inftead of receiving Reproof from.
§ fuch Quakers, they are hardened the
# more, becaufe of the weaknels of their
4 reprovers.
4 gawds with which efpecially the Fe-
§ male Sex deo openly fhew tlieir Vani-

% ty, which tell all beholders what need-
q lefs trifles take up much of their time,.
@8 and coft, and care : And, alas for mens
A ftupid Folly ; All this is while thonfands

8 want Food and Rayment ; while whole
@ Countreys are impoveriftied by cruel

Wine to the Sick, they can f ;
but fenfual finners will re%)el agai?lﬁ)ggd,
for their defired bait, and their heart
and thoughts are fet upon it. |

4. How much alfo of many vain Peo-
Ples thoughts and care is fpent about

- weedlefs Ornaments. of Apparel ¢ Do we

need any other Proof than the opening
of our eyes in the Streets, yea, in the
holy Affemblies, as well as in places of
evil fame: Dives is noted by Chrift to
wear Parple and Silk, or as we tranf

late- it, _fine Linnen; and then thofe.
‘that were gorgeoufly Apparelled, were

in Kings Houfes 5 but how few here of
the vulgar, yea of Servants, affe® jg
ROt now, that can but procure it | If

- the

A g et

> "Mary’s Choice Fuftified. 9
the higheft' do but take it up, inferi- -
ours' quickly ftrive to immijtate them :
In my fhort time, the Garb of Bugland -
is fo changed, that but fifty years ago,
| men would have gazed at fuch as’ paint-
8 od Jndians sor outlandith Strangers, or

wgly Rufhans, that had gone as moft
civil and religious People do in this Ci-
ty now. Paul would have forborn Wine
and Flefh

while he had lived, rather than

his liberty fhould hurt his weak Bro-
thers Soul: But ii the Scandal of our

I am loth to name thofe:

By - Wars,.
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Wars, when dreadful Flames have con-
fumed our Wealth, and rcbuked our
Pride, and humbling Difcafes-have fhew-
ed uvs what flefh is, and when our daj-
ly fecling tells us it is perifhing, and

and fce thc Dnit and bones of thofe

whom we are following ;- and the plain- §

warnings of Peer, 1 Per. 3.3, 4, 5, 6.
and many fuch ftand in the Bible s
cyphers to them.

5. How many ncedlefs things take
up the vich, about their Houfes, Fur-
niture, Retinie and Eutertainments ? efpe-.
cizlly thofe that are moft Proud, and
molt Cusdoxs and Vain, Convenicucie muit
he a pretence for finfull coft and la-
bour ;. Handfomnefs ot Deceney mult be a.
pretence for needlefs charge in farni-
ture, while the” Poor goe almoft na-
Ked 5 Cleanlinefs mnik be a pretence for
their Servants {ponding much of the
day and year iz ncedlefs Varities, which.
might be much better {pvnt: Not to
be accoxnied Carelefs or Uacleanly by -o-
thers of the like Vanity, feemeth ex-.
cufe enough for a maltitude of seed-

acth pufs for an excufc, for imploy.

§ ing Scrvants and Tradefmen in making
§ and providing all thefe Need-nots, asit
§ they might not have been better 1m-

@ ployed for the common good, and en-

§ couraged to leern fome better Tradesf;,
while we are going to a loathfome Grave, g as if they Knew not how. frarrow a Cot-
g fin, and little furpiture mult fhortly
f ferve them : The report of good Honfe-
| keeping and Entertainments mauft jultifie
§ the Excefles and chargeable needlefs fu-
§ perfluities of the rich.

ing @

Yy

Mary’s Chaice Fuftifiéd.

6. What scedlefs Cares and bufinefs

§ have many to avoid the contenmpt or hard.
§ thoughts of orhers! How near goethitto-. .

a proud Heart what is Ibo';ngt and [poken
of them! And their avoiding of contemps
muft be the reafon of moft of the for§--
mentioned Vanities, in their Drefs, their

§ Houfes, their Retinue, and the refl;,

when alas they have another kind of

Judgment to. prepare for, and they and:
d thofe whofe thoughts they fo nluch»re-...
f gard, arc almoft dead and Duft alrea--

A\

f.7. What 2 deal of fome mens Care:

§ and Thoughts are {pent in needlefs con-
q trivances for Power and Greatnefs in-
lefs Curiofiries : To fird poor People mork - § the World ! wheat works ﬁpd fo_me /'16}11 -
W 1ophels and. Efemens for their minds!. As:

G
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if it were needfull for a man to fall at. |

laft from a higher place than the reft
about him ; or to have his will fulfilled

by all others ; or to have the Souls or |

Lives of many to. anfwer for 5 Or to be

ftronglyer allured to the damning Love §
of this World than other men; or to §
be envyed by many ; or to be a Ruler g
of others, beforc one knoweth how to.
“be Obedient to God, and to rule him-
felf: And O what worfe than needlefs. §

troubles, even horrible wickednefs doth
this Ambition lead many to! even to be
the Plagues of the Earth, and incar-

mate Devils, by bloody Wars and cru-.
el Oppreflions, Defolations and Perfe-.
~ cutions. o .
3. Yea fome of lower rank have fuch. §

imperiousidol Wills, that nothing muft
erofs them, or be faid or done by any

about them, butas they would have it: |

And yet it’stwo to one but fo WAy per-

fons and. things will crofs them, and go.
~quite contrary to their wills, as that §
their difeafe will be their comtinnal tor-
ment: And they will be lixe onein Win.. § .
¥ another World and the fhortnefs of this.

ter that cannot-bear the cold, and yet
muft bear it, or like a poor man that

i3 a Servant to his Appetite, and hath.
not f

“that dwelleth by

Mary’s Choice Fuftified. 13
not wherewith to pleafe it: or like qne
the Sea, and cannot
bear the fight of the Waters, or in a

- Wood and, cannot bear- the fhaking of

a Leaf. Such worfe than needlefs trou-
bles doth’an Idol Will produce.
9. And how much time ig loft in vain.
and- needlefs talk ; about things not juft-
ly pleafing, and no way profiting our
felves and others! A vain Tongue being,
the Index of a vain Mind, as if Mind
and Tongue had no higher or better
Subjects or Imployment. o
ro. And in this City it is not a lit-.
tle time that is taken up with needlefs
Sports and Recreations : 1 will not honour
the Gameftcrs trade with fo foft a Name
as Needlef[s Work; Nor the Play-houfes,
nor the houfes of excefs and luft: Butif
Cards, Dice, and Stage-plays had never
been branded and condemned by the An-
cient Canons of the Chriftian Churches,
and did not notorioufly bear the marks.
of Temptation and much grofs folly
and fin, yet Panity and Needlefnefs thould
be enough to make men, that believe

Life, to abhor them, and better fpend
their time. There is a- fort of Ple,afurée:
' | ' and
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and Recreation that is needful : That

=

which fits us beft for our neceffary works
and duty, preferving by motion the beatrh
of the body, ot refrefhing the weary Spi-
rits of hard Students. But God hath
left no man in fuch a penury of Re-

Mary’s Choice Jfuftified.  1¢
ofition of Sciences, falfly fo called: Lan-
gt{;ges, Logick, Metaphyficks, Phyficks,
Mathematicks, ¢c. have their ufe; But
he is a Learned man indeed who right-
1y applyeth them to that ufe, and fe-
parateth the needfull from the needlefs

creation, butthat he may find more ufe. 3 part, the certain from the uncertain,
ful, profitable, manly, time-faving and ‘& couth from falthood and prefumptuous.
fafe ones, than Gaming, or Stage-Plays, Conceigs; the plaufiblénefs of the thing
~orRomances, and fuch enfharing befool- | i viteth: many to walte their time in
ing unpr fitable Time-wafters are. ! unprofitable Studies, who durft not have
11. And among all the needlefs de-  ff fpent it in Play-houfes and Gaming;, -
ceitful vanitics, wprofirable Srudies “and 1 and yet I doubt to mamy it will prove )
Arts are not the leatt: When Cornelins B8 no better. - :
Aorippa had ftreined his Brain to fuch ' S— , B
Curiofities tlat he pafled for a Conju- 0. But the doubt is, What are thefe 2
) rcr, and had written a Commentary up- needlefs finfull thingsy That feemeth needlefs ,'
i, upon Lullius his Arts after many others ; ) onie that is not fo 2;;,,'5547 o 10 aother ? Cy- 1
it he concludeth all with an honeft and 8 nicks call Decencies, and Orinaments, and.
| Chriitian like Treatifc, De Fanitare Sei. ; Conveniencies, and Pleafure, needlefs, “
| entiarum, commending the Study and Anf. 1. That is needlefs which doth no.
W Practice of Geds Word as the ‘only truc M coood. - |
it Wifdom : Aad though I have marvel- 2. Thofe things that do #ore bure than -
Wt ed at the Carthage Council, which for- 5 good.
‘i3 bad the reading of Heathens Books, I ne- 3. Thofe things which anfiver nos the
" ver wondered that mens Ewcefs here-- cofp and labowr which 1is beftowed for
4t in fhould be rebuked, nor that Pawl call... d  them. « |
fi ed men to beware left they were deceiv- 4. Thofe things that are good, but
I oed by wain Philofophy, and to avoid op-. ¥ lLinder and deprive us of a grearer good,
" pofition. S ‘ which.
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: which we. may well fpare, but are hin-
derances to the one thing necellary,

certainly needlefs, if not worfe.

" But becaufe vain Perfons are hardly
Convinced, ’till God, by Light or Fire
do. convince them, I will help them by
thefe few quettions following,

LQu. 1. Is that a which you plead for,
a thing which God doth' any way Com-
mand you, direCtly or indirectly ? If not,
how can it be necdfull to you.? you will
fay, Are there not fome things Indiffe-
rent and lawfull, which are no duries

Anf. 1. There are narural things which

-are not moral; (either Virtue or Vice )

; as your Health or Sicknefs, and fuch

t - things as are Gods works and not yours ;.

' of thefe I fpeak not. 2. Therc are

Ations. of your own which are meerly na-

tural, neither commanded nor forbid-

den, and that is all thofe which are no

~ fuch as have no moral ufe ; as wink-

.- Ing with the eye, which foot I fhall firft
+ put forward ; which of two equal things,
in meat, drink, Apparel, ¢ I fhall
- rgke, (not choofe ;) when it is needfull

- that I do one, but it’s perfettly indiffe-.

3 , rent.

which we cannot fpare; all thefe are

'@ 1 fappofe not. | i;

matter for Rational choofing or refufins,

»
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rent which : But the things which I am
fpeaking of are. of no fuch nature, but |
fuch as belong to Rational choice, and
are accordingly chofen by you.

# 2. Would your Confciences trou-
ble you for it as any fin, if you omlt;
ted the thing which I call needlefs?

u. 3. Is it to pleafe God as an act of
Ob%ﬁegce that yol1)1 dothem? IsyourCu-
riofity,and your vain Attire,and thereft  «
forementioned chofen to pleafe God, or
to pleafe your flefbly Senfe and Phanta\ﬁe,
or the World ? o

Qu. 4. Will it be any hurt to you,
or real lofs, if they be omitted, or be
denyed you? .

Ou. 5. Have youn got any thing by
them already, or not loft more than

u have gotten.

YO@. 6. %re they things that the

better, or the worfer fort of Perfons

‘more mind and plead for? whofe De-

lights are Cards and Dice, and Plays,
and vain Fafhions ? Is it the molt Hea-

venly, or the moft Flefbly Perfons that
are moft eager of them, and moft ufeﬁi
them? |

Qu. 7. Do you find that they m’?:[.;

’ \ .
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18 The One Thing NecelJary, or,

ﬁej{yoxﬁ hindc_;}_ yo?u in Prayer and other
xercifes ? elpeci '
Venly Delights? elpecially ygur hea-
On. 8. How do they relifh with you
when you think of Death' and Judg-
ment ? Are they a comfortable part of
your Preparation ? Had you rather then
review and anfwer for your time fpent
in thefe, than in greater things?
If you will but fee Confrience to an-
fwer thefe Queltions, methinks you
fhould foon perceive your felves, what

‘things they be that are ncedlefs, and

therefore not to be
‘0 be chofen, and confe-
quently unlawfull. - ’ ¢
notl:gutt that you may fee that I drive you
0 any cxtreams, I fhall negative-
Iy add, . ’ s
1. I do not number all our thoughts,

care and labour for our Bodies, Chil-

gren or others, about things need-
all and coavenient, to be thefe #eedlefs
things. |
2. Nor is our diligent labour i
| _ iroin a
conftant Calling ncedlefs ; he that will
%O;.la.bour, St. Paul {aith, fhould not car
by 15 1S a part of our Obedience to
od, Six dayes fhalr thou labour.
3. Nor is it necedlefs to labour for
- more

more than we need our felves, that we
may have to give o him that wecdeth, and
to do good to others. -

4. Nor is it needlefs to do our beft
for our bodily “health, to fit our Bodics
to be able and chearfull fervants to our
Souls : ‘That Food, that Recreation and
Pleafure, which is neceflary to fit Body
or Mind for Service, and the work of a
Chriftian Life, is not vain.

. All men are not called to the fame
kind of Labour and employment; that
is needfull to one, which is not to a-
nother. .

6. The lowelt things- which we do
in Obedience to God, if it were but
fweeping the Streets or Chimneys, is
not to be numbred with the necedlefs
things, but rather a comfortable exer-
cife of Humility and Obedience.

But every man muft prefer the great-
elt thing. A

IV. What are the common excnfes of
this Sin ? | - |

Obj. 1. Some fay, that it.is but few
Perfons, at leaft not all, that are fitted
for, and called to great employments
they that cannot do greater matters,
muit do leffer. R - Anf.




Anf. All are not called to Govern
Kingdoms, nor to be Teachers and Pa-
ftors of the Church ; but all have fome
Talent, which they muft ufe and an-
fwer for; and all may do fomewhat
which tendeth to the common good ;

 the Servant or Labourer that Ploweth, ;
- Soweth and_ Reapeth, doth. ferve the §
‘Common-wealth ; and if his Mafter live

‘idly, and fpend” his’ iy i @aeming,
Plays, or other vanity, can he excufe
it by pleading a greater incapacity than
his Servant had ? A Mafon, a Carpen-
ter, a Tailor, a Sweep-chimney, do that
which is needfull to be done ; and fhall
rich men live idly, and do no good,
‘becaufe they are rich ? |
Obj. 2. T'was not bred up to Labour,
that were bred up to ity muft ufe it,

. /- If you were not bred up to fome
Calling or Employment, profitable to
your felf and others, you were bred in
fin, and then it’s time to break it off :
Idlene(s, with Pride and Fulnefs, are
noted to have been Sodoms fins 3 and
will you not amend, becaufe you were
bred in fin? can you bear the doom of -
the unprofitable, flothful Servant, Math,
23,? Or will it excofe you becauf_chyou

ave

they
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§ to Soul and Body.
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have been flothfull from your youth ?
Obj. 3. God doth not requive toil ‘and

labour from thofe that are rich, and need

it viot. . , .
Anf. God doth not require the fume

kird of labour from all 5 but if he give

you more than the poor, he rc;quire.th
not lefs but more from you ; that is,

That God is the Governour of none but

the Poor, or that he looketh for leaft Ser-
f vice, where he giveth moft wages.

Your labour is not only to fupply

 your own needs, but'to profit others,

and for the common good. |

And the more you do in way of Du-
ty, the more you receive and profit
your felves. Idlenefs is your own® fs

Obj. 4. Men need Récréﬂtion and Re-

R Laxation.

Arf. What do you need it for? Is
it not for your work, and your health,

jto enable you to work ? Ufe no more

than furthereth your health and work,
and that fhall' not be called needlefs,
Obj. ‘5. Little things are ufefull-in their
places 5’ Chrift faith of fome fuch,
v C T oughe

¥ your conftant diligence in“more. profi- |
J table work ; clfe you may as well fay,

Thefe -




0n  The One Thing Necefary, ory
j b

ought ye 0 have done, and not 1o lcawe;_ ¢
Y L : e o

4.7 1o donbt but there atc-tb;qgs_

oot aud neeainll of feveral degrecs

- atl 8

gt what's ) R

fw-dfu/!? or thot hiadereth more need-

\ v : 4 . (,,’ o o ‘“-‘\”ij,ad ? .
full things, -as afore deforibed ™

" Obj. 6.-Old mtn are spsowpernt J#

' he cafc of Youth, ay

s of the cafe of , r . haing |

oy 15 t0 Sports and I leafures

their inclinarioas ¢ “ s ;
and all meny efpecially Divines and Law

e — et -

yersy and [ich like ~ grave men, who are §
i t!aeivzﬁfl-ves taken wp with kzrf:thr_ mm‘%'s’ ‘_
. 7 viiinipetent Fudres of the affairs of | o §
etk “their Furnitare, théir
| Lieir Cloaths, thetr Furnitire,

e, /
Exjences. anc
apt to call all nee
work.

L Anf. :
to judge of the cho
Mary, and,Solomon L0 &
‘Women, and fo did St.

Paul :
know what ¥y
and grave men €

cheir  Imployments, «vd are
dlefs, which is below their

ift thoaght him@!f meet§

- Chrift thoaght himiel _}
i ce of Murtha and§
ive dir¢Ctions tog
Pecer and St

outhfall inclinations are,
hat live among Womenj
fee their bufinefs, and know t}lenl;' [lhefll
fons : And if all forts of pe,ﬁ:od,‘ .ifn'
sudge Miniftersy Lawyers and G Joes

e competen

sre not of tie woff meedfull Kind : §
[¢5 i o e C K
this to that which s wor @8

aot . having B

en ¢ young, and®
d 1men were once ‘young, § car
o ghat are
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competent to judge of* their Tradings,
- Altions and Affairs, and fo appropri-
ate - the judgment of them to 1hem-
felves alond, thén all perfons will by
their own. judgments be alwaies in the
right, and none will be capable of a-
mendment ;. the Proverb is, 4 fander by
may [ee more than a Player ; but it is con-
fefled that a juft Judge muft hear and
conflider the whole cafe. -~
Obj. 7. We fhall be derided if we are
Sfingular. )
<Anf. Will God deride you for obcy-
ing him ? hath ot he faid, Be nor con-
foraed 1o this world 2 You will be deri-
ded and perficuted too by wicked men,
if you will be true to Chrilt, to God-
linefs, Sobriety and Honeity, and is
that a good reafon why you fhould be
fenfoal, worldly and ungodly ?

I pro-
| arim is it to be thus
carefuil and troubled about many things,

not comparatively needfull ?
_4nf. 1. To preferr little things be-
fore greater, and thus to-imploy our
lelves, is a milfull debafins of omr Souls,
which fhould be excrcifed “about that
' which

ved, ¢e? What h
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‘man to talk at the rate of Fools and|

‘trifles. Pride maketh men think well

“to look higher, they choofe a low and
> fordid life.

- er, Grace and Glory are before us, and

- once; if it be taken up with trifles, it

“is profane Contempt.
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which is anfwerable to the dignity of @ Obj. We camnot be alwaies thinking of
theit natires ; -as it is a debafing of a fGod and Heaven, S
Prince to ufe him as Beggars, or in for-§ /.- But you muft ‘alwaies be fery-
did work ; and as it were below a wife @ing God in gne kind or other, and al-
aies doing that which tends to
Children ; fois it a debafing of a Soulf@eaven ; as*you are not.all day medi- .
that is made for things of endlefs con-@ating of the Light, but you are all day
fequence, to imploy it upon needlefs @ufing it. . o
§ 3. This taking up our minds and time
of, themfelves, and look high in the@with needlefs things, is o great injary
world, and difdain to be fet low. info our felves, by neglect of our own greai~
mens th()ughts) words or employments,; bﬁﬂeﬁt and ﬂfﬂ‘e‘mﬂﬂi s Did but men
and yet when God commandeth them gnow what they have to mind and feek,
gt would be their fpeedy cure. Alas,
¢ ar¢ all behind hand in our great
pnd neceflary bufinefs ; and thefe Tri-
flers ufually are more behind hand than
pthers : They have more to do of un-
fhould be remembred and fought in thefpeakable confequence, than all their
firlt place ; and it is a contempt offfime and diligence will ferve for, as it
them, - needlefly to turn from them ourfleferveth, ( having loft fo much alrea-
minds and time to vanity : The mind§ly ) and yet have they fo much to fpare
of man is not infinite, but narrow, andffor trifles ? | '
cannot be employed on many things atl O that thefe Loyterers knew their
ieceflity and their work.\ 1. Yiou have
cannot choofe but neglect greater things:@ God to know, of whom you are too
And for God, and Chrift, and Heavenfignorant ; you have his Word and Will
to be fet by, while we play with toyes@o know, which you are yet much un-
- @cquainted with, 2. Do you know what.-
Obj} G it

2. It is a wilfull contempt of thé‘mo_/?
excellent things : God and our Redeem-

\
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it is to get, keep, ufe and ftrengthen
a lively"%clief of the Word of God,
.and the unfeen World?. 3. Do you
know what it is to get 2flurance that
Gad is your reconciled Father, that
Chrift and Salvation are yours ? that
you age truly fandtified, and fhall live
in Heaven for ever? ‘4. Do you know

what it is to get the Heart in Lovef

with God, and to long after Commu.-
nion with him in Glory ? 5. Do you
know what it is to get down all the

Tufts of the flefh, and watch againft all |

nares of fenfe and vain imagina-
:?oen,fnznd to efcape the love. of thefe
alluring pleafures, and the danger of
particular fins of fenfuality? 6. Do
you know what it is to fubdue all your
carnal affe¢tions and paffions, and to
get in their ftead a zeal for God, and
to be fervent in his Service? 7. Do
you know what it is to get above the
love of Riches, and to efcape all the
fnares of Cavetous defircs? 8. Do you
know what it is to keep a holy govern-
ment of your thoughts, and to employ
“them in their proper work ? 9. Do you
know what it is to rule your tongues,
in forbearing evil, and ufing themtlfl;c;:
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that which they are made for ? * 10. And
do you know what the f{piritual, fin~
cére and conftant ufe of all Gods Wor-

| hipis, Word, Prayer, Sacraments, ¢¢ ?
11. Do you know what it is to re-
new Repentance for our renewed fins?
12. And to keep down all Pride, and
to walk humbly before God and’ man ?
13. Do you know what it is to love
others as your felves; to do as much
good to all mens Souls and Bodies a$
you can? 14. And what it is to dif-
charge ‘all the duties of your feveral
relations, to all your fuperiours, infe-
riours and equals ! 15. And what it is
to find out the corruptions and deceit-
fulnefs of your own’ hearts, and well
to nnderftand your felves? 16, And
what it is to underftand the nature and
danger of all Satans temptations, and
to efcape or overcome them? ' 17, And
" what it is to obey all the motions of Gods
Spirit 2 18. And to ufe all our daily
Mercies well? 19. And to bear Aficti- -
ons patiently and profitably ? 20, And:
to be above the love of this body and

§ life, and ready to dye? 21. And to

live in the joy and comfort which be-
feemeth the Children of God, the mem-
C2 bers
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bers of Chrift that wait in hope of end- }
Do but underftand what all, §
isy and confcionably do it, |
and then fpend the reft of your time |
in Cards, Dice, Playes, vain Adorn. B

Iefs glory?
or half this

ings, Curiofities and other triflcs.
- 4. Conlider alfo that Time and Life

are very fhort and very uncertain, and |
therefore not to be fpent on needlefs |
- things by one that ftandeth at the door §
d tics ' lich they may b
~ § The experience of other men fhould § T ol o el they may be
move us: All right repenting men, and f§
moft dying men, with that their time §

of eternity.

had not been fo walted, but fpent on
that which was neceflary to the great
ends of life.

6. Confcience telleth moft that have
not feared it, that at Death and Judg-

Ma'rY’: Chitoe f}’tgﬂzﬁea{ | 29

~ VI. The Ufes we fhould m‘aie of this,
are thefe: ‘

X |
I. Parents may hence learn, for what

§ imploymert they fhould Educate their
§ Children in the World, what they fhould

S T

teach them, and to what Trades and
Callings they fhould "fet them ; not to
fuch as will fpend their Lives in Vani-

molft ufefull to themfelves and others
in the world : Not that all can be of
the beft or higheft Callings, but all

d thould be cducated for the moft ufe

and fervice, and all employed im the

§ beft which they are fit for: It is a de-

ment we are like to wifh that needfull

things had taken up all our time.

7. It isa wrong to.our great Creator |

and Preferver, that we fhould thos waft

our time while he maintaineth us, asif he

gave us Life and Mercy for fuch Vanity.

8. The Example of Chrift and his

Saints, is a reproof of all fuch Vani-

ty 5 we find not that they thus fpent |
their thoughts and time.

L A it " :

VI. The |

bafing of your Children to intend them

for no better than to live at eafe to

get money 5 a Heathen-would tell you,
that ufefulnefs to the Common-wealth
is more to be regarded, and a Chri-
ftian knoweth that the ferving of God
in the greateft profiting of our felves
and others, muft be preferred. =~

Il. Let us all review our lives, and
fee here how much we have to repent
of; and let us fec alfo what caufe of -
lamentation we have for the common

' Ci3; - guilt
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guilt of all forts, againft th
like words of Chrift.

_ But to prevent your mifunderftand-§
ing of me, I firft profefs chat I intend§
not to make you Cynicks, or Superiti-§
tious, nor to perfwade you that it is§
neceflary to your Salvation to live nafti-§
ly and undecently, nor that it is any]
part of your holinefs or perfection to}
be fingularly fordid, and to avoid things§
comely and convenient, as fome old §
Hermits and Anchorites, and divers §
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IR Popifh  Saints feemed to think: I am|
- not drawing you to imitate that prefent §
Sect among us, that fet up at firft with |

a holinefs which confifted much in for-
bearing Cuffs, and Bands, and Hatbands,,
and Ribbans, and faying Thox inftead

- of You, and withall’ in open reviling
the moft faithfull Minifters. It is not
a fuperttitious Touch not, Tafte not, Hun- |
dle not, Col. 2. 20, 21. I am commend.-. §
Ing to you: But I fear left the con- |
B trary common extream be much more |
R dangerous : 1 would not fpeak againft |
il your {malleft convenience, fo far as it
i~ became not a time-wafting Snare, and |
) hindred not your Heads,  Hearts and
Lives from greater neceffary things. 1’|
know

L
Ao — e gt
A eanty g » S
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¢ and fichdknow that when St Pasl {peaketh of-

§ten for providing things horeft, and liv-
ing honcftly, he meaneth things decent
and of goo
{elf, purpofely to.be laughed at, as St.
Francss and fuch others are faid to have
done, is no juft exercife of Piety or

report ; to expofe ones

Humility.

But alas what -a doleful Spectacle is -

it, to one that believeth whither we
are going, to fee what it is that moft
men are doing, and what it is that

§ they lcave undone! I am not now

fpeaking of the time that is fpent in
diret evil 5 but little do men know how

f dangeroutly they fin in fperding too

much in things that have fome good,

§ and in preferring ~Conveniencies and
§ fmall bodily Plcafures and Commodi-
§ ties, before the greas and needfull things

who can doubt but it was a decemt
and good thing for Martha to make

8 Provilion for Chrift, and to attend and.
ferve him ? Are not moft of your un-

feafonable Cares and Troubles, about
much f{maller matters than this ? but

at the time when greater things fhould

be done, even thefe are culpable Cares

‘W and Troubles; much more. thofe many
| C 4. little.
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- Money to lay
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Acience ; forefce whither you are

“themfelves to manly bufinefs, fo

Necefary, or,

‘ only Pride and Fol§
Yy calieth needfull : And verily we havel
all fo much of this neseffary work to do
that leaveth us little roo or time ‘:f
dpare for things which moft men fpend§
much of their Lives in ; fo’ great and {§
urgent are our main concerns, as fhould @
make every wife man ftudy diligent- i

little trifles, which

-1y to ‘put by as many of the lefs di-§

verting matters as he can': He that had §
Y out for his ranfome, or
for his life or neceflary livelyhood, would §
fpend little on {mail matters, ’till he §
were fure he had enough to fpare, §
Hearken but wifely to God and -Con. §
- 0-
g, and what you have to do, agnd
of what inconceivable importance, and
then confider whether you have room |}
and time for all or any of thofe divert-
ng trifles which are the. chiefelt care

and' bufinefs of the unbelieving carnal |

world. ' -

This needlefs bufinefs plainly fheweth §
that you have low and little Sonls :
As Children playing in the Sand thew §
their difference from men that apply }
your |
over-bufinefs about your Ornaments, |
Drefles, §

-
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Drefles, Complements, Rooms, and  °
many inch, trifles, doth tell -others -
( whether you will know it your felves
or not) thgt you have both Childith
underftandings (and worfe becaufe you
are at agc’) that fet too much by lit-
tle things, and that you have too much.
carnality of affeCtion, when you have
fo much mind of trifling Need-nots:
And worlt of all it plainly fheweth that
you greatly want a founder belief and
deeper Senfe of your great bufinefs
and intereft in the world, and live
not in the fenfe of the nearnels of
Death - and things Eternal, as wife Be-
lievers fhould ftill do. :

[ am not faying, that you fhould. al-.
ways ‘have the finful fears and fadnefs,.
which the Sentence of Death doth bring
on moft: I had rather you were quite
above thefe to the laft: Nor do I fay
that you fhould always have juflt the
fame kind of paffions, or do all things
jult in the fame manner, as you ought.
to have and .do, if you were fure to-
‘dye to-Morrow.. But I muft fay, that.
you fhould have the fame Wifdom, and.
the fame efteem: of God,. and: of the:
World, of ‘Soul and Body, of Heaven.

| - Gy, andi

¥




know. not-thdat all our Life fhould be §
Apent in our beft preperation for Death. §
“Fhough you muft do much which you
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and Earth, of Eternity and Time, of
Duty and Sin, of Neceflaries and Tri-
fles, as you will then have ; and the fame

boly affeftions, and diligeﬁce,' and pra- |

¢tice of Life, which this Wifdom will

then teach you to wifh that -you had

fooner had. ~ O let there not be too great
and fhameful a difference between your

Livingand your Dying Thoughts.If your
Father, orChild, or Husband, or Wife,

“were on their Death-bed ‘or going to
Exccution, would not all be athamed of
you, that fhoyld hear you talk to them
about Cards, or Plays, or fine Cloaths,
greater ‘worldly Toyes

or Laces, or
than thefe. Yea, if youwere taken up

your felves about your own Ornaments, §

Dreflings, Curiofities, and troublefome
Triflings, who would not fay. that you §
were difgracefully fencelefs of your own
and your dying Friends ; Condition ? O §
Promife not your felves more¢ time than
God. hath promifed you: Dream not |
that you dwell further from the Grave §
than you do: You know not what it is |
to live as Chriftians or as Men, if you

would
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uld not be juft found doing, you mu
zl-voO nothing bl{t whdt you can then Com-
fortably teview, nor fpend a moment
in that, whiah then yon muft with that
you had nqr fpent it in. And Whetl‘iftl};-
time-wafting trifles and Need-nots, wiil
be comfortably remembred then, by one
that hath Reafon snd Faith, and had
fo little time, andfo much to do with
it, methinks it might be eafic to fore-
fee. -

Verily, if you {pent yout time in no.

| greater matters,than in getting Gold and

worldly Glory, Crowns and Kingdoms,,
meerlyyfor yt;cyur' Fleft, and the greateft
Pleafures of a carnal tranfitory Life,
you will in the Everlafting review, be.
confounded and tormented in remem-
bring your ‘felf-dbafing folly. And are:
your many little trifles then,of more.
worth to make youa juft excufe? Gen-
tlemen, Ladies’ and Gentlewomen ; do.
not only bear” with me, but be willing
and thankful that I deal plainly with,
you, when it is not for me, but for your-
felves’: It is fuch as you that are moft:
ordinarily and excufably guilty: of this,
Sin, and. Folly:. The poor. Labouring:
‘Conntrey-man. and: Tradefinan. mde,eids.
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is unexcufable that will be diverted from,

the care of his Everlafting ftate, even
by his moft. lawfiil and neceflary La
bours : But ufually . their guilt is lefs
far than yours, in all thefe. following
refpets..

L. ‘That which they do is. profitable

to-the Cominon-wealth ; and fo s good, E

‘and part of their daty in it felf confi- |
dered.. To. Plow, and Sow, and Reap, |

and make you Bread and Drink, and
Cloaths, &6 But what good cometh
to the Common-wealth by your Curi.
ofities, and Vanities, and Plays,  and
Complements , though. decency , and
_eleanlinefs, - and ‘handfomenefs, and a-
- voiding contempt and reproach be vain.
-y pretended for them. They gather,
and yon waffe;: They are the Bees, and
Yoware the Dignes: They labour, and
-you. confume it on your Lufts and Fan.
cles.  God bid them kabour fix: daies, but
. he never bad you make fuch a ftir for

meer unneceflary vanities. :

2. Neceffiry is fome reafon for what

they do, though it be. no good .excufe

for leaving undone greater: things, §

“They muft maintain themfelves and Fa-
milies,, and' pay you your Rents: But:

what: §

what neceflity hdve you to wafte thoughts
and times about your many unprofita-
ble Toyes? Martha had fome excufe,
but you haye nome. ~ |
3. God: giveth you more Wages, .and

therefore ‘doth expect more Work;: You
-are Stewards of more truft, and there-

fore have more to give up an account
of - o
4. They can fay, [ Chrift and his A~
poltles and all good men have laboyred
and done fuch things as we do;] and
it is part of his Law, that if we will
not wotk we fhall not eat; and Solo
mons Mother, a Queen, and he the wi-
feft King by her teaching, defcribeth
the Virtuous Woman to be one that
worketh willingly with her hands on
Wooll and Flax, that rifeth before day
to look to her‘houfhold, and her Can-
dle. goeth not out by night; and eat-
eth not the Bread of Idlenefs; | (when

too-many of the Rich do eat no other. ).

The labours of your Tenants have

fuch Prefidents as thefe. "But have you

any fiich, for your needlefs formalities

and toyes? Did Chiift;or hig ‘Apoftles

{pend their time in Prating of un ro-
fitable, things,. or in Idlcnefs, or Plays,

Qr-
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their Bodies, or fuch like? was St. Pe-
ter- of your mind when he wrote to

-.

| the Hair, and of wearing Gold, or of pus-

ting on of apparel, bur the bidden man of
the: Heart 5 in that which is net corrupti-
ble, even of a meek, and quiet Spirit, which
istn Gods fight of great price ¢ That is

regard that which is precious, and a:.
dorneth you in the fight of God, and
affect not neatnefs or coftlynefs, to make

- you feem either Rich or Comely in

the fight of Man, but cloath your cor-
ruptible flefh “with cheap and eafic
plainnefs, as befeemeth thofe that are

going to the Grave. It is not Apa- |
rel, but Ornaments that he forbids, and |

a vain defire by our Apparel to feem

- fomewhat higher or handfomer - than

we are to nen.

Perhaps you will fay, that Chrift §
and his Apoftles were poor men, and B
therefore neither Patterns or fit Judg- [
es for you: s/ But yét tHey  fhall
judge you,” whether. you ‘will'er not;

1

‘And . they who téll “en by their
:h_ve"s,‘ ‘that they take hotc“#hess * Dofrine

or:
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or Gaming, o in Childifh neatifying

Chriftian Women, 1 Per. %3, 3. That |
- their adorning be not ontward, ofPlairine
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or example for their Rule, or Chrift for-
their Governonr, fhall find that unbelief

and rebellion are not the way to their |

]u[tiﬁcation? But though they that are
gorgeouflly cloathed then dwelt in
Kings houfes, do you but read the 31.
Chapter of the Proverbs, and take there
the Counfel and Pattern of a Queen

" and King, and 1 will reprove you no
! more. ]

And you that are fo regardful of the
thoughts and eyes of men, and whofe
Pride maketh fo great a matter of your
reputation, that all about you be fighe-
ly and lyable to no contempt, why do.
you not moft regard your reputation
with the wifeff and the beff: St. Perer

before told you what are the precious. . -

Ornaments in the fight of God: And
wife . men and good men come neareft
to God in all their eftimations. Who

‘will beftow mmch coft or time, or hire

Servants, to trim themfelves, or their
Houfes, for Children or Bedlams to

| look on and-admire? None but fuch as

‘your. felves do think ever the better of
-you for all your coftly or troublefome

curiofities; Wife men look at you as

at Players, or Morice-dancers, fome
. with.

~

\

'.F"":\:

=




S S

- felves (o far below

.with Langhter, and all with pity: an
think, what empty Sonls are Ehe}lf”e’ ,ta}llad

"mind fach little Childifh things? ~ = =
And feeing common reafpn tells yoi, §
In the dignity or bafenefs of 'the Lh}:gg

that a mans dignity or bafenefs
‘which he mindeth, hopeth
fecketh, and of the ,workpin'wg(;tcjhal?g
Life is fpent, why will you fet your
our po -
and labouring Serva};ts, Iaspongﬂggit';
Imployments fo far bafer than theirs?
That is bafeft which is moft vain and
of little benefit to your {elves or o-
‘thers: Your - Plowman, your Baker:
your Brewer, your Cook, yea yom2
Chimney-fweeper live upon more ufe-
ful employments, ‘than fome rich-vain.
curous-idle perfons, - - |
And as all,fin blindeth and befooleth

finnzrs, it's twoto one but thefe folf.

abaling perfons will diftafte what I
fay, as thinking that it is againft them,
‘When common reafon might tell them -
that -all this that I fpeak is for “them,

~even for their Honour, their Commo-

'dlty,. their Confcience, and. their Sal.
vation,
{felleth Pins and. Points, or the Scavin-

Should I perfwade one that

gers,

~

‘ }‘\
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gers that carry out Duft and A Dang,
to become Merchants that trade for
Gold and enriching Merchandize, few'
of them wquld be {o fottifh as to' think
1 fpeak againft them, to-their dithonour
or their lofs. »
.And ftill I confefs that many little
things are needful in their place and
feafon: ‘We fhould mifs Pins and Points-
if we were without .them. Dirt and
uncleannefs muft be fwept and wafht .
away:- Gafments fhould be warm and
comely: Rooms that are convenient -
are defirable; comely and ftately build-
ings and furniture for Princes and Ru-
lers are a due Ornament to Magiitra
cy, and fplendid Cities and Temples
are an honeft.. imitation of the great

and glorious works of God: -Sweet -

harmony and melody exhilerate the
Spirits for and in Gods Holy Praife.

All' his- Mercies fhould bt ufed ‘to fir . -
-, to " ferve him with gladnefs, and

joyfulrefs of heart. It is not a Cy-
nical Life that I plead for, but a bafe
and’ childifh life that I am difpraifing.
When comelinefs and decency,  dnd
cleanlinefs and . reputation -is made a

pretence for fuch trifling away
. ' ‘ own..

your
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own and your Servants time, and -fet-
ting up fuch toyith trades and .employ-
ments, as nothing but your own fin-
ful difeafe and folly coujd keep you
from being athamed of, and your Con-
{ciences from accufing you for. I am
afhamed to name over the trifles with.
- Indoors and without which T mean,

But Satan is fubtil as well as mali.
.Cious, and knoweth that all fih bite
not at the fame bait: Crowns and en-
larged Dominions are the diverfions of
fome, who think their defigns are high
and honourable, while they go to dam-
- nation with more applauf¢ than world.-
ly Peafants: -Brave Speculations and
pleafing Knowledge of things unne-
cellary are the. bait of others, that
fcorn to neglet God and calt away
their Salvation, for fuch low and lit.
tle things, as the Wanton and the
Glutton, or Drunkard do.' Yet thefs
that are pleafed in fatisfying their Ap-

petites, think that they make a wifer |

bargain, and have fomewhat more in-
ftead of Heaven, than fick brained

Childith Women, that have no better |

in exchange than things and - bufine(fes
which | am athamed to name. )
0)

ﬂ Ma‘r'y’.c. Choice Justified. 43
d 1 our -

that God would awaken a -
Regfon by a lively Faith, to fee wherg

we ftand, and what is before us, an
with whom gwe have to do, and how

little tranfirory things of the fich do

i a found underftanding. We
11111%1:111%6 t?‘n(::n fee that Time and Life at g
of greater ufe, than to be plaid f:sm_t
foold away. Every moment oI 1
would then appear to be very Prehar-;
ous, and of great ufe. Whereas tbat
is vile, which is go%c}] afo;'mrégth“;gf;c \ 133

' loyments : ch i
rri'i:efu??oli nS:) greater work, than your utll;
fling Need-nots, is of no greater W(I)-;d
than the work which it is for. .da
you no more to do with it, how unde-
firable- were life: Surely the .gaml.for
pleafure of an idle or ‘a trifling e,
will never compenfate the cares anf(t
troubles and fufferings which we néu
all undergo. Were a ' Prince, ]Iu %c
or Docor fet up as a Picture olf..y 0
adorn a Room, or as a Maw in to
frighten away Crows from the Corn q{‘
Garden ; this were not ufelefs{ yea i
were better than many of your 1t(xim;:.
wafting vanities: But fure it would be

a great debaiing of fuch perfonéz rca;
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“dcarce worth the coft and trouble of

living,

‘The Scripture tells us indéed, that
Man walketh in a vain fz\e'v, and that

eftate is Va.

Ferily every man ar bis be
mity 5 yea, all under the
and vexation of Spirir ;

{aid only

Sun is Panir

- -and doth,
to the prefent Profperity and pleafure
of the Fleth : But there are greater
things offered us which are not Vani-

-1y, even the pleafing of God, and the
fruition of his Love and Glory for ever ;
‘and were our life and time devoted to

- -thefe high and noble Ends, were our
waking and fleeping, our eating and

drinking, our health and ficknefs, our

- labours, yea and our needful recreati.
ons, employed for thefe, and meafured

-accordingly as means hereto, they would
be holy and comfortable, and the low-
eft things would be thus hononred and

' precious : They that are ftedfaft and

unmoveable, alwaies abounding in the

~-work of the Lord, do find their la-
bour not in vain, 1 Cor, 15. §8. The
fame Houfe, Goods, Money, Food, Ray-

ment,

But all this is
only of man as feeking a Felicity
In this world, and of all that he is
with no higher refpect than

| Mr}(’:Cbozcejuﬁzﬁed/ N 545",.' R

ment, Time, as ufed by holy Believersand
by carnal Worldlings, &¢. differ more:
than we can now conceive 5 \HO LINESS
70 THE LORD is.the’ name of the
one, and VANITY, VEXATION and
SIN of the’other. -

But alas, man who as a fthadow paf-

feth away, doth fet his heart on tran-.
fitory fhadows, and dreaming, and
feeming, and Stage-employments and

enjoyments make up his hypocritical

life and comforts: His Religion is na-

turally ( ’till Grace amend him ) but
Shew and Ceremony ; -his heart-work, and_
houfe-work, and publick-work is little
but Shadow and Ceremony ;, Time is
fpent, and Money fpent, and Talk {pent,
and Thoughts fpent upon Shadow and
Ceremony 5 Servants are imployed too -
often alfo-in wafting their time, to
ferve their Mafters Fancies in ‘meer
Shadow and Ceremony : You can fee and.
hear but little that is better, or of
greater ufe in many rich perfons dai-
ly converfations, in their retinie, in
their {plendid houfes and curious adorned

jrooms, or any thing even of that which

commandeth their hearts and time, and-
in which they place their dignity and.
' ‘ plea-
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pleafure ; 'till either Grace happily, or
Death miferably awake their wit, and
then they cry out, Al & Vanity and

Vexation ; O that we had better fpent

our time ! This their way is their folly,
and yer their pofferity approve their [ay-
ings, Pfal. 49.11, 12, 13. And ftill others
rife up that tread in their unhallowed
fteps ; and Satans Kingdom can truly
boaft of an awminterrupted Succeffion, even
from the daics of Cain, ’till now.

I fhall end with fome Directions how
' to judpe of Needle[s things. 2. Aud an
anfwer to fome Cafes of Confcience.

[. 1. All things are culpably need-
lefs which anfwer not the coft, and la-

bour, and time which is laid out up.’

“on them : You may judge by the good
which they are like to do.

2. Thofe things are culpably need-
lefs, which are but to ferve a defive or
bumour, which we have no #eed to pleafe ;
if the Luft or Fancie be vain, the Aesns
that ferve it can be no better ; whether
it be the luft of the fleth, the luft of
the eyes, or pride of life, which are
not of the Father, but of the World.
Men fay, We delighr in this or that,
in curiofity, in coftly or time-wafting
| ' {ports;

47
fpSrts, or fuch as profit not their bo-
dily health, in gawdy drefles or fuch
like 3-and why may we not gratifi¢ our
delight 2 why it is fuppofed to be a
needlefs  unprofirable delight, proceeding’
from a vain Fancy, which fhould rather
be cured than pleafed.

- 3. All things dre much more culpably
necdlefs, which proceed from a Vicious

" Mary’s Choice Juftsfed.

finful bumonr,, defire or Inft 5 Make no pros

vifion. for the flefb, to farisfie the luf? there-
of, Rom. 13. 13, 14. To mind the things
of the flefh, is enmity to God, and to the
minding of fpiritual things, Rom, 8.6,
7. Unneceffary fenfual delights corrupt
the Soul, and ftrongly turn down the

‘mind from God and holy Pleafures

and the mortifying of fuch flefhly Lufts
or Pleafures, is no {mall part of our
Religion, | |
4. All thofe are culpably needlefs and
worfe, which are preferred before truly
needful things ; and which are againft
them, and fhut them out, or take up that
fame time and room which they fhould
have 5 if you have any thing of greater .
moment, which fhould be done at that
fame time, whatever hindereth it is va-
nity and worfe ; and therefore there. is
| no




no cure for vanity of mind and life,
~till men come to know their great ne-
ceflities, and important bufinefs which
they have for all their thoughts and
time, even the regard of their end and
all the means, the duties of their f{piri-

tual and temporal Callings, and fee that

they have no time to ipare. -
. Qu. ZIsit lawful to be of a Trade which
ferveth the Humonrs of vain Perfons y as to
makg Cards, or Dice, or Stage-Playes 5 or
vain Astire, as Ribbonds, Periwigs, and fuch
like ? L ,
kAnf. 1. Thefe things are of very diffe-
rent Natures: Some of them, as Stage-
Playes, Cards and Dice, (though Inftan-
cesmay be devifed in whieh it 13 poflible
to ufe them lawfully) are fo ordinarily
uied finfully, and fo feldom well ; that
the Trade that maintaineth them may
well be {uppofed to be a Trade of main-

- taining Sin: And, had T a Son, I had

rather he» begg’d his Bread, than have
fuch a Trade. But Laces, and Ribbonds,
and fine Cloaths, and .Feathers, and di-
vers fuch things, have (among fome that

they are fit for) a more ordinary law- |

ful ufe ; and therefore I cannot fay, that

fuch Trades are finful. 2. But yet be-
' caufe
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if ‘canfe they are of fo little benefit to the

Common-wealth, and fo very frequent-

1y ufed to ferve a vain and finful Luft

and Fancy: I take it to be a Sin for
any one to “preferr fiuch a Trade be-
fore one that ismore blamelefs and pro-
fitable, though the Perfon might get
more Money by it. 3. And they that
will ufe fuch a Trade without Sin,
muft neceflarily, be fo careful in_diftin-
guifhing of Cuftomers, and not pro-
miicuoully fel} to all who they perceive
will ferve their Sin by it'; that it
will much diminifh -their Gain. The
Cafe is much like an Ale-feller’s or Vint-
ner’s, which is lawful in it felf, but muft
be ufed with fo much diftinguithing care,
as 1 doubt few practife, left their Gain
behindered : And therefore a fufer Trade
is much to be preferr’d, which is not 2
continual Temptation, :

Qu. 2. May a Servant dwell with and obey
uch a Mafter, or Lady, or Mifrefs, as-
will command them to jpjemi much of theiy'
tume in Trifles and Vinities, that are bur to
pleafe a proud or curious F ancy ? |

Anf. 1. It muft be fuppofed, that ma- -
ny times Servants, through Sloth or Edu-

cation, misjudge thofe things to be need- .- |
D

lefs
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lefs or evil, which are not fuch; and
think that their Superiours fhould com-
mand them no other Iabour than what
they like themfelves: In §his cafe theiy
their Negle@

Errour will not juftifie the
‘Perfons of Honour and Dignity ma

lawfully go much farther in employing
their Servants in Dreflings, and Adorn
. ings, and Attendance, and in wafhing

and rubbing Rooms, and fuch fmalle
things, than lower Perf{ons, from who

it is not expeéted, and .to whom thg
marks of Wealth agree not, though non¢

muft be inordinate.
2. In meer doubtful Cafes Servant
~are not the Judges of their Governour’
Commands and Bufinefs ; and where thej
are no Judges, and know no Sin, the
. muft {ubmit. |
3. Sometimes that whichis finfully com
manded, may be lawfully and dutifully o

bey’d. AsitisaSininafick Manto be pecf

, vifh and hardly pleafed, and to commant
many needlefs things to a Servant in th
peevifh humor; when yet(they being law
ful things to be doie) the Servant ma

“be bound to obey them. A Patient ma
finfully be humorous in his Expectations

" when a Phylitian may yct lawfully Plei
| )

. obey Papal Commands of idle Ceremonies, if

his Humours for his Health. A Child:
may faultily cry for fomething, when
the Nurfe may without fault give him
that which he cryeth for, to quiet him.
All is not f8rbidden the Servant to do,
which is forbidden the Governourto com-
mand. ,

4. But all that is Sin in the Doer mufk
be forborn ; and to ferve and cherifh the
Sin of others when we may choofe, is
finful. | :
5. Therefore ig fuch Cafes, thoughit
be lawful for a Servant to do many need-
lefs things ( not forbidden him by God ), .
when commanded,it is unlawful to choofe
fuch a Service, in which he fhall be fo em-

ployed, to {pend his time imVanity, to
{atisfie 2 Ruler’s Pride and Humouwr, un- . #44

lefs it be in cafe of true Neceflity, or pro-

bably to attain ‘a greater good, which

will compenfate all the Inconvenience.
Asifa Pirate or Tyrant command me to
fay fome idle Words, or do fome ncedléfs
Altion, or elfe my Friend or I fhould be
murthered ; in this cafe they are not idle,

or necdlefs, ot unlawful, but a Duty which
voluntarily chofcn, would be aSin. =~
Obj. By this you will- make it a Dutyto
D2

we
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'we doubr, or if they he ror things forbidden
W,

Anf. 1. God hath notleftus to fo much
liberty how to worfhip him, as he hath

<

left us about our Houfes, and Dreflés,

and common things. |
2. The Pope and his Minifters are un-
lawful Governours, as fetting up an un-

lawful Church Policy, even a univerfal §

humane Ecclefiaftical Monarchy (or Ari-
ftocracy, as the Conciliar Party hold)
and therefore we owe them no Obedience
even in lawful things, and it is a Sin to
become their Subjeéts.

3. Doubting whether real Sin be Sin,
will not make it no Sin, nor change the
Law of God. Should Men be uncertain
whether Rebellion, Schifm, Fornication,

- Perjury or Lying be Sin, they may not
therefore do ir, though it were com-

manded them ; for no one hath true Au-

thority to command them.

4. But if really the thing be lawful to
bedone, we muft doir, if commanded by
fuch as have true Authority to do it,
though they miftake and finin the Rea-

fons, Ends and Manner of their Com-
- mand. , |
5. Ifa lawful Magiftrate or Ruler fin-

fully

o Mary’s Chrice Sufbified. | §3 o

fully command [Say fuch or fuch a need-
lefs word, or do fuch a vain A&ion, or
wear fuch a vain Habit ( not forbidden
us by God ) _or elfe you fhall be filenced,
banifhed, imprifoned ] it ceafeth to be
vain in the'Uler, when it’s made necef-
fary to fuch ends, though it be finfully
commanded. But what God forbiddeth
mult never be done, . '

Qu. 3. May the Hufband and Mafler
bear with finful Vantties in bis Wife and
Servants, in bis Houfe 2. Sc¢ing he is the Ri-
lev, is it wot bis Sin totolerate them ?

Axf. 1. 1t is undoabtedly his Sin to
confent, or not to remedy it, if hecan do
it by lawful mecans, 2. It oft fails ous
that not only ncedlefs Toyes and Vani-
ties, but fome downright great Sins, can-
not be hindred effe¢tually without {o greas

| Inconvenicnices and Mifchiefs,as that fuch
b

hindering becometh an wnlawful means. 1f
a Man have a Wife {o paffionate or un- .
quiet, as that no means would reltrain -

| her Tengue or Hands, but turning her

away, or ufing{uch Violence as.is unfuit-
able to a Conjugal Relation ; he muft -

patiently endure her Sin.
If he have a Wifc that will fall into
fome dangerous Difeafe, or grow diftra-
D 3. &ed:
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ted, if fhe may not Pleafe her Pride in
Apparel, or finfully wafte much in vain
Expences, or may not uft an unruly
Tongueto iin ; orat leaft, ifthe reftraint
would coft the Husband fo dezr, ds would
~ by unquietnefs unfit him to ferve God in

his place ; in this cafe it is no finful To- §
leration to endure it : He is far from §
confenting to it ;3 heonly reflraineth not

, - B . .
that which he cannot reftrain : For whas
a Man cannot do by liixful means, and

without doing more hurt than good, it |

muit be {aid, that he cannot <oz ar al,
Aud fo much as a Man may lamfully give
to purchafe his own Peace and Qnietnefs,
or to cure his Wife of fuch a Difeafe or
Diftraction ; fo much he may lawfully
fuffer her to {pend (though {infully ) to

prevent it, as long as he difowneth the |

Sin, and wonld remedy it, if he could
by law{ul means.

Obj. If you tell Woren this, fowe will |

give their Hufbands no Quictnefs, and fome
will wafle their Effates in Sin, or vain Ex-
pences, to farisfie their Luffs.

Anf. 1. We mult ufe no falfe Doltrine
for the preventing of fuch perfons Sin :
If it be true, fome Men have need to

~know it. 2. It’s poflible that fome Rates
: ~of
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of Expence or Suffering, may be greater
than the preventing of the Wives Cala-
mity and its Confequents are worth ; and
in fuch cafes it cannot be fo prevented.
3. And 1 hppe-the Cafe is fo rare, that
moft Women’s Pride, Exorbitancy- and
Paflion; and the Sinsthence proceeding,
may be reltrained by other means, at
cafier” rates.

Obj. 2. But bythis youwould inferr, that
Evils may alfo be tolerated inthe Church, if
Jofar inthe Family. ‘ |

Anf.- Confenting to any Sin, is fin, and
fo is doing that by promoting or tolemri;*:}g',

| which fignifierh Confent 5 but not to binder

chat which we cannor hinder by lawfulmeans,
and without doing greater burt than good,
is no Confenting, or finful Toleration.
Papifts that are for burning and banifh-
ing Diflenters, yet confefs this, that they

“muft folerate them, when elfe they fhould

more hurt the Church by what is donc

againft them.
It is no Sin to bear with the greateft

Sin in the World which we cannot reme-
dy, much lefs with humane common frail- -

ties, in which all mertal men muit bear

with one another, or elfe forfake all’

And |

Love and Peace.
D a4

B . S e
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fence, and confequently of praétice, muft
be endured in the numerous difficulties-
of Religion, by them: that know. the
way of Peage: And whether they that
'will not bgar a little, are not prepa- .
ring to bear much. And perhaps if
the Roman Clergy had not been fo.
much againft Prielts Marriage, the ex-
perience of their Families, and what
differing apprehenfions and actions muft
there be born by Conjugal Love, mlght'
have better taught them: how far to
§ bear with differing opinions and  pra-
Ctices in Religion, inftead of their wn-
chriftian, inhumane Laws and Pram—’
ces, of 'burning, extcrminating, and..
| ruining all fuch as their Judgments:
fhall Stigmaﬁze as Hereticks. :

i $6. The One Thing Nece[[ary, or,
i And  this Objettion mindeth me
humbly but earneftly ( though almoft
hopelefly ) to defire all Governours to.
~ take notice, that the Paftoral Govern-.
ment of Chrifts Church (bling excrci-
ied under him, who calleth it his
Spoufe and Body) is very like the Go-
vernment of a Hufband over bis Wife,,
which muit be done by #o means incon-
fitent with Love and Congugal offices
and Communion to the l«ff.  And there-
forc if men muft- bear with fo many
and great offences and inconveniences,
yea and fufferings in and from a Wife
for their houfhold peace and quictnefs,
let them confider whether for Church.
Peace much. evil is not to be endured
when it cannot be lawfully hindered.
And if humane frailty and darknefs
be fuch, as that few perfons living,
have the fame apprehenfions of many
or molt things, and Husband and Wife
about their ordinary affairs, will daily
manifeft fuch difference of opinions
and humours, as muft be boin (or
they muft bear much worfe,) let Pa-
ftors confider, while we agree in all.
things necellary to. Salvation and the
common. peace, how much dizzer[t}y of
- cnce,

. 4. W !
0. 4. Whas are to be taken for finfu
neegllléfs' Studies; which Scholars. jkould . A
wAﬂ/I--.;. There is _great caufe to put’
this queftion, confidering how many-
years are this way .oft, -and*how little -
it is repented of, and how much ‘_1; ]
ftill owned and applanded by men of
f oreateft reputation. .
Or?[khe'. Ca}.?e may be refolved by the

D.g. fanw:

R T . - . Y
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fame Rules before givem: 1. All Learn-
ing and Studies which are not worth
the coft and labour. 2. All that do
but ferve that vain defire of Know-
ledge, which firft tempted Eve to Sin.
3. Much more all that which is but to
ferve mens finful Pride and world'ly
defigns; And it were well with many
Students if their Learning (or Science
fallly fo called, faith Paul) became not
more plentiful and dangerous matter
of Pride and felf-deceit, than fine
cloaths and trifles do to Women.

4. Allthat is worfe than vain, which
gggpetth o_utI grclziter and neceflary things,
and turncth the mi
and turseth mind from Holinefs

Bot the fame Knowledge in its pro-
- per place;, and ufed in due fubordina-
~tion to the greateft things, and as a

true means to the true end, is good and

holy, which otherwife placed and ufed
Is doting vanity, and delofory dream.
ng; as too meny ungodly Stodents will
find to their coft when it is too late
Therefore 2 found  Judgement and
Holy will, by right mtention of the
end. and true difcerning the aptitude
Qf means, muft refolve this cafe, and
moft

moft of fuch cafes through all our
lives.
things fpiritual and of ¢verlafting con-
{cquence te
though ths
as unlearned or
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Happy is he that is wife . in

God, and to Salvation,
World fhould deride him
a fool. And woe to

him that is honoured for wit and po-

licy, for many Languages and a rolling

Tongue, for the prudence of Achitophel,
or the Learning of Arifforle, and hath
not Wifdom to live to God, to refift
temptation, to c{cape damning {in, and.
to fave his Soul: It will do him no
more good in Hell, that he was cry-
ed up for a Learned, or Wife or Re-
verend man on earth, than it will do
to Dives, ( Luk, 16.) that he was cloath-. -
in Parple and Silk,
tuoufly every day, and had his Porti-
on and good things where Lazarus had
Sorrow znd Contempt. More than one
of the moft famous Schollars, have at
laft cryed out, that All Learning is.
Vanity, fave the Knowledge of God
in Chrift, our duties, and our fpiritual
and endefs. benefits and hopes.

st ™

I have told you of many evils that

come by the preference:of unneceffary or-
) ) lf-’fS':,

and fared fump-. =
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true to anorher; and that which is beff
t0 one,. asa common duty, isbeft to another :
and it is natural to us to defire that
out Friends fhould know what we kzow,
and choofe*that common geod which
we choofe,”and aveid the errour, Sin
and Mifery which we avoid : Our Love
to Truth and goodnefs will make us
defire that they may be common: And
our Love to ouwr Friends will make us
defire that rbey may be happy by choo-
fing what is beft: And the Love of
our felves maketh men defire that o-
thers may be of their AMind and way .
As God firft loverh bimfelf, and next
that which is moft like hizafelf, {o na-
turally doth a f{elfith man: Though a
holy man as fuch firft loveth God, and.. .
then that which is likeff God; yet when
he erreth, he thinketh thatto be /e
God which is »or. And then even the:
Love of God alfo will be abufed to
the promoting of errour, and the an-
gry cenfuring of Truth and Duty..
No doubt but Martha’s Love to Chrift
- himfelf was abufed by her crrour, to.
cenfure her Sifter that did not ferve
him in' the way that fhe thought then:
moft neceflary..

Go. The One Thing Neceflary, or,
lefs neceflary things, but one remain..
- eth to be noted, which the Text ex-
prefleth in Martha's inftance: while fhe
is. over-careful and troubled about ma-
ny things, which were then'lefs necef.
fary, fhe thinks her Sifter fHonld have
been of the fame mind, and done as fhe
did, and grudgeth at her and accufeth
her to Chrift, as if Mary’s work had
been lefs neceflary than hers: which
fheweth us, | '

Obferv. Thar they that choofe unnecef-
Jary or lofs neceffary cmployments, are apt
70 account Religlons excrcifes lofs neceffary,
and 10 venfure thofe that choofe them. ‘

The wrong  cenfuring of Marys
choice and work, was as much “of
Martha’s fault as her own worlt choice
and needlefs trouble. Thofe that fin
aiaift Knowledge, and confefs that they
tlo ill; are often defirous that thejr
Children and Friends fhould do better -
But they that thiok their Siz is their
Luty, will cenfure thofe that fin not
with them, as if it were Sin to fear
Sin and avoid it. And no wonder:
for, 1. That which is rrue ro one, is.

true: 2. .And.
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2. And when feveral things arc con-
trary or inconfiffent, the over valuing of
the ome, mult needs caufe the under-
valuing and rcjecting of the orber; the
weighing down of one cnd of the bal-
lance will 1ift up the other: Asall men
that arc carthly minded are fo much the
lefs fviritual and heavenly, and he that
loveth the world hath the /ofs love to
God, fo they that over-value wmnece/-
Jary things, will naturally grow into a
greater difefteem of things truly nece/-

fary 5 contrary things cannot be both at
once preferved ((in the fame refped )
when _unncoefary chings feem wcceffary
inconfiftent weceffary things will feem i
necefjary. | ,
All this we fce verified conftantly in
our expericnce, inmens judging both for
themfelves and orhers.
1. Mark any that grow more in loving
- and caring for Unneceflary, Worldly, Flcﬂ;a-
ly things, and you fhall find that they
grow more indifferent to Prayer, and
to all holy cxercifes that cmblo% the
mind ; a lrtle of this will ferve their
turns: Mark them that over-mind their
Ornaments, their Conventencies, their Ap-
petites or their Worldly gain, and you
fhall,
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Mall fee how heartles and dead they
grow towards God, and Holinefs, and
Heaven ; when fhadows feem fubftances,
the fubftane goeth but for a fhadow :
A little of God will ferve them, when
a little of the World will not ferve
them ; and {piritual things lofe all their
fweetnefs, when flethly Pleafures and

| Hopes grow too fweet.

5. And you fhall fee that fuch Per-
fons do judge accordingly of others:
Their love of Vanity maketh ferious
Religion fcem a vanity to them : When
they are over cager for the Flefh or
World, they judge Gods Servants to.
be over earneft in Religion; when we
wonder what they can find in an emp-
ty world to take up all their thoughts

and hearts, their talk, labour and time,
they wonder what we find in Religion
to. take up ours; as we fay to them,
what needs all this adoe for Vanity ?
cannot you have Food and-.a Grave
without this. over-much care aud trou-
ble ? fo they fay. to us, [ What needs all
this adoe in Religion, cannos @ man be {aved
without fo much violence and ftir 2 45 God
fo ill natured thar no lefs will pleafe bim -

Thus God muft be thought to be like
them,
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them, P/l 50. and to leave hjs holinefs

Wléen they leave theirs, (ornever had it)
and to grow indifferent and reconcileabo

to gndwhen oncig they love it
And wihen ferious G inels is th
rejected by themfelves, ﬁ:dl}l%eﬂ{sfés thl-w
in others to be but a- meedlefs i
perftition, the effett of a weak Judgment
and a_timerous and trembling %earrllt?
and ‘afterward they grow on to cal] io
fool,z]hmj;r, and entitle it as Chrift dil(f
Martha’s Cafe, A care and trouble af
many wnncceffary things : And from the e
many’ grow to think it evi/; and frncc:
thence to think it the # f}iﬁjk}ﬁmble 0'[?
;c:md to take {erious Conicierce of ourecqijiz'-?
I(Y' to God to be the greareft rebes againft
imgsy and the greatelt rrombler of th
Land, the greateft Schifinarich, and l:he
moft dangerous Enemy, and moft int lo
lerable Plague 5 and fo they prore'elc} (;-’
”I}elllilsmis;:}féwﬂé] af(%) cruel Péz‘fe&ution?
- natural Progrefs of .
hing and over-mindin g%rcgflcﬁftg i‘;]eg;m-
» 3- A.nd dlgs-, not only the hiftory of
urtcen hundred years, but the notice
o ogr own age hath told ug, that even
the Churches the fume Canfe hath
- produced the fame Effect; when many
, needlefs

bomi/i‘ Si- |

| Preaching, Praying and Holy

| fathers the Pharifees, _
 the Scpulchers. of the Prophets and righte-.
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neediefs and rroublefome things are over-
valned~and thought neceffary 5 Mary is
accufed, and her hearing fo.much Preach-
ing, is taken for the effect of Idlenels
or itching 'gars: In the Church of Rome.
where things- firft called indifferent have
been preferred, rrue Knowledge, explicire
Fairh, fpiritual. Worfhip, and a holy Life,

| ave taken to be neceffary only to jome
§ few Voraries,

or Saints that are. to be
Canonized as wonders, and not to all
that will be faved ; and a maf$-of Ce-
remonies kath fhut oot moftly ferious.
Living ;,

their Tree beareth fometimes only

| Leaves, and at other times: the Pricks.

of Thorns and Thiftles. Images pre-

| tended to be for the honour of depart-

ed Saints, are cherithed where. Saints.

and fané&ity are hated ; as their Fore-:
Mat. 23. They butld.

d ous men, and condemn thofe that mwur-
thered them, and keep holy-dayes in ho-
nour of them, and go on implacably to. -
kill thofe that tmitate them, and to do as
their Forefathers did that Perfecuted
them. Ceremonyis become the Sithflance.

of too many ‘mens Religion, and. an.
Image




66 The Oxne Thing Neceflary, o
Imave and Shady: 7 i’
nag | Shadow of Faith and Godl;
nefs, Juftice and Charity hath ok' ]r}
})JIaCéz} of Life and Subffance, Tootﬂm'i
L}; rka}f;%rschic;sﬁzgz ﬁ(l)lfed wilthé Statnes an(d
Shell which is i)ut to ;'ea gll}tsz e
15 valued in its ftead ] the K_Gl“f}@l,
caft away inftead of’ S]Izad ;}?51 Ke'lli}d
Zfi]cttcr wlng‘h is for : ¥
n?i[c}y 9[;;/;, is ﬁr!& taken ‘up as enoush
ﬂ.%'i;i,,t ir‘f (.md titen tﬁurned as an erze;})/
“: :3‘@/7” 5 aix;/ the oft repeated nzimes
of 7 i;iz%ez?l( oF[ﬁgl"aild Sainrs are ufed,
Saints, and then toychc?r‘;?h t: xillefli'ls s
mqrdcrqns hatred of them tlzxialtgmm'lt
gvzléltss; mdced. .V\’Iithin their reach. a'}g
mas tI.l %)O”Z”MQ and fuch other of
their of_y ‘men, that promoted the
murd 0 veal Saints, even of jnanv
.Doubands, if not hundred thouf‘andis}f
be. u!;_ call them Hereticks, !-Vﬂ/cl«?i/éx7
niﬂ@e/g_c‘v, Lutherans, Zuinalians, Calyi.
sy Hugonots, Bigots, Lo?lzz;'d:,,~ Whags,-

P b
uritans, and then Confcience is as Joofe

. g PP
14 ;]dc Cﬂ(;e ntz?z lllate,hrevﬂe, imprifon, fi-
nurder 15 1
ghee or murde them, as if they were
ny Robbers or Rebels, or
as their Accufer tors fores
- Acculers and Perfecutors feign

them,.

the firwification of §
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them. Panl doth foretell that inthe laft
Juies fome thall be barers of thofe thar art
good, and deiberess Devils, which we tranf-
late falfe Acgnfers, and yet havea form
of Godline%s, whilethey deny the Pow
cr.  Diabolifm begins in falfe Acecu/atior,
and proceedeth to the crucleft Perfecutt-
on; what on carth can be liker a Devil,
than firft to Print fuch horrid lies of the
Gervants of Chrift, as they have done of
Bucer, Calvin, - Beza,
-nd the reformed Churches, and then to
rorture and burn fuch as Hereticks, and
t> make it a Law and part of their Re-
ligionto compell Princes to do the like

in all generations to COME, and even to
4, as they

burn the Bowes of the Leaz, as
did by Bucer, Phagiss and Wicklif 5 yea,
to murder them by thoufands, as in
France, and by hundred thoufands, as
in Ireland  and all this began with the
overvaluing wnneceffary  things, worldly
Pomp, and Power, and Wealth, and
Pleafure, and Images, Ceremonies ard
Formalites ? What dreadful work was
made about lmages, againft the Eaft-
ern Emperours! how many Councils of
| Bifhops were the - Authors of Schifm

and Rebelfion for them! and at lfaﬂ:
or

.
1eq s

[uther, Zutinylizss,




” ‘.Mav'l‘r-y."s Choice Q’dﬁ‘éﬁed.‘ : 69
Confufions this impofed Book, called the

Interim, did caufe. |
But alas, tkey are not the only Inftan- |
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for them did the Pope rebellioufly caft
off’ his Sovereign, and cut off the We-
ftern Empire from him, and give it
(as if it had been his own ) to theflces of the calamitous Effects of the over- |
French : To this day, do But {peak a-Jvaluingand obtruding unneceffary things.
gaintt their deified Wafir, of their Mafs | As the Ruine: of Troy long told Spectators
of Ceremonics, or their adoring Inta- f what a War for one Helena, 2 beautiful
ges, or their falfc Dodtrine, or their § Whore did coft that part of the World,
Papal or Prelatical Tyranny and Ufur- | (which became the Subjects of the f:amous
- .. pation, and you prefently deferve to f Poems of divers Ages; ) even fo the Ru-
- be painted with the Picture of Dgvils, §ines of the Eaftern Churches, fometime
and  after the torment of the Inquifi- § the moft great and famons in the World,
tion to be Curfed from Chritt, and ffand now the Habitation of Owlsand Ser-
- Burned to Athes; and all this as for pents, deluded Adhomerans, with fome
Chrift, the Church and Faith, - ignorant, fad, opprefled Chriftians, pro-
And the German Interim told the World claim to all that read, hear, or fee them,
whither the overvaluing of things called J what are the fruits of ftriving about nnne-
Indifferent doth tend, when the Church. ceflary things, even about worldly Pre-
¢s were deferted, the Minifters filenced  eminence and Wealth; which Patriark
and perfecuted, and fadly divided among W fhould be greateft, and which Bithop
themfelves, and the Reformation almoft § thould fit higheft, and go firft, and have
overthrown ; and all becauft the Paftors B his Will, and pafs for the moft Ortho-.
refufed to conform to a Book compiled W dox, or have moft Followers ; and a-
by the Emperour’s Command, by a few. @ 'bout ambiguous words, who it was that
felf-conceited Bifhops, pretending to be. {pake wifelyeft,” and who fhould make
moderate Reconcilers, obtruding divers M the words ofother Mens Creeds and Pro-
of the Romifh Formalities as the means of [ feflions ; ( for the Trade of making Liz-
the Peace and Concord of the Churches. turgies which whole Nations or Provinces

It would grieve ones Heart to read what § muft be confined .to, was not fet up till
| Cou- after




. Mary’s Choice Fuftsfied. 71
unneceffary Domination, Wealth, For--

malitics and Ceremonies of the Cler-
gyI have often, too often heard Preqch-
ers themfelyes, “inftead of a Sermon, pour
out Scorss again{t thofe that preached
and lived more ferioufly, ftrictly and
holily than themfelves: And I have too
oft heard the Common Rabble reviie them
that were moft careful and diligent for
Salvation, as a company of Precifians,
Puritans*and Hypocrites : And 1 have
thought with my felf; Have thefe Men
found better and grearer things ro lay omt
their own Care, Iime and Labonr for ?

20 The One Thing Nece[Jary, or,

- after that of making Crecds:)- In a word,
Church-Wars ; 1. Abeut the Furifdsttion
of Prelases 5 efpecially, whether Rome or
Conftantineple fhould be the Chiefy 2. And
about hard and doubtful words 5 3. And
about Images and Ceremonies 5 have laid
Eaf? and i¥eft in the Condition of Apofta-
fic, Delolation, Shame and Slavery, in
‘which with Amazement we fec them at
this day. | -

And what are all the religious Wars,
Murthers and Cruelties exercifed for, by
the Papal Party,but that omcPrelare and bis
Confederates may be the Maffers of all the

Christian 1World, and may have thesr Wills
in all religions Matters directly, and inall
Civil Matrersin order vo rhe Religions; and
that all their Laws may be obeyed, their

Formalities ufed. and their Words believed ?

Killing, burning, tormenting, confoun-
ding, fecm not too dear to accomplifh
this. Behold bow grear a matrer a lutle
Fire kindleth! Who would think, that
never before faw .it, that a little Gun-
powder fpould blow up Houfes, as it

 -doth? And who would have thought
that fo many Churches, Kingdoms, Lives
and ‘Souls fhould have been blown up,

or ruined, as they have been, for the
un-

God, and Chrift, and Holinc(t, and Hea-
ven, they had nothing to take them up,
but Vanity and Vexation; their Bellies,
and their Purfes, and. their Walls, and
their Titles, and their Pride, and Luft,
and felfith Wills ; and are thefe more ne-
ceflary than Mary’s Choice ¢ Mark what
thofe Perfons are faying and doing every
day, who think Serious Godlinefs to be
over-doing 5 and you fhall fee, that inftead
~ofit, fome are doing nothine, and fome
worfe than nothing ; wafting their fhort
time, decciving and déftroying them-
felves and others. - " And

And alas, I perceived that inftead of =
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- And indeed it is not poffible that any
one that is a ferious Chriftian himfelf,
and hath tryed truly a holy Life, thould
think it needlefls, or make it a matter of]
‘Reproach to others. But wé grant, that
particular Duties may be mifplaced, and
‘Prudence is neceflary to know their time,
and length,and manner ; and it’s poflible, | F
bothithat a Aary may fometime here im-fand thought Chrift too loofe : - Fudas
prudently over-do, and that a Aarthafpretendeth more Charity to the Poor
may by miftake be quarrclfome, and jjthan Chrift had. - That is not righteft
accafe the Innocent, that yet 1s notfwhich feemeth ftricteft, but that which
againft ferious Piety it felf. Thercfore §is moft agreeable to the Law of God.
I think meet to annex thefe two Cauti- fThough fome mifapply Solomon’s words,
ons to the Hearers in this Cafe. Eccle/. 7. 16. Be not righteous over-much,
L Do not prefently take your felves Jresther make thy felf over-wife; as if.i_t' had
to be truly godly, becaufe fome othersfbeen written againft ferious diligent
accufe you of over-doing, or of being [fObedience to ‘God, and true ‘proper
religious over-much. Every one is not [JRighteonfne/s and Wifdom ; yet we muft
a Saint that is derided for Sanclity ;Jknow, that it was written by the Holy
every one doth not fincerely preach, fOhoft, and not in vain. A Pharifaical
hear, pray, or practife, that is derided fgSuperititious fort Qf Religion, and Ob-
for thefe things: If you have no better fflcrvation ofvam,Tradltwns,,a.nd a zeal-
Evidence of Grace, than that fome call % Strittnefs which God never command-
you Puritans, Precifians, or fuch like,
it will be an infufficient Evidence. 1. Bad
Men will deride thofe that feem holy,
‘though they are not fo. 2. And good

Men in their faulty weaknefs, - may
' mis-
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misjudge of the Circumftances of your
Duty, and wnjuftly blame you, and yet
you may not be fincere in the main.
3. And you may altually miftake in Cir-
enmftances your felves, and deferve the
blame that 1§ caft upon you. The Pha-
rifees were over-ftrit for the Sabbath,

ed, and it is over-much : Such is much

s the affeCted Aufterity of feveral Sects,
oldand new. Touch nor, Taftenor, Han-
E die

ed, is a Righteonfnefs equivocally o call.
of the Popilh Righteoufnefs, and fuch -
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dle nae, are oft a humane counterfeifgs with the Anabaptifts for Baprizing :
Rightéonfnefs, which God doth neither wfanes: Or with the Antinomians as |
require, nor accept. As God liketh no ctting up the abrogated Law; and fo
a Popifh Charity, that killthor tormenterfpf many others. ' As men differ in
Men in love to God and Religion; fo neifjudgment abgut Gods Law, they will
ther doth he like thofc Superficions Aufjccufe each others differing Practice:
skerities which deftroy our own BodiesgBut oppofing Sertons ‘Godlinefs as fuch, is
and difable us from chearful Thankfulfnother thing. L
nefs and Obedience ; which maketh Soff And indeed it is ufual with malig-
lomen {ay, Why [howldst thon be defolarclhiant enemies of a holy Life, to make |
(or destroy thy felf ?) ‘That is good whicl hemfelves a Religion of Formalities,

is fitted to do good.  All Grace and Dufpnd ZImagery and fhadows, to quiet their
ty is for Edification. . ‘Konfciences while they refift the Truth,
II. And as every one is not rrujfthat it may not feem to be an a&t of
. Godly who is derided as Godly by "th mpsety and malignity which they do,
_prophane, or blamed for fome {uperfout an oppofition to the faults of
ttitious ftritnefs, fo you muit not takfothers. -~ . ‘
every one for malignant or ungodly, wh But the Ufe which you fhould make
{peaketh againtt fuch frictnefs, as eithe of this Leflon, is this: Take heed- left
is real fuperftirion, or feemeth fo ofyor be tempted to an over-valuing of
- worfe to him. | Reny unneceffary or lefs needfal things,
For, 1. If youare guilty of fuperftifwhether it be Wealth; and Honour and
tion, it is a friendly office to fhe Flethly Intereft ; or :elfe any formali-
you your miftake: 2. And if you arfities, or things indifferent about Reli-
inthe right, and another that is in thfgion, left before you  are aware (as
wrong mifaccuferh you, in many Cafefflmagery ftole away the Hearts of the
his errour may ftand with Love tffold .Idolaters from God, {o) thefe
Truth and Holinefs in the main: Everjj hould fecretly confume your holy zeal,
one is not ungodly who mifreproaffand turn your Hearts from the Life
- W \ ‘ E2 and




~« Murdering Chrift himfelf.

you want your felves,

a care that our Bodies.do their duty:
But let the Body and it’s Intereft ke
their place: Remember how far it i
below the Soul, and ufe it, and 3l
it’'s interefts accordingly. The lea}
things that are good are not to be de
~ fpifed: But alas what work is made by
preferving little things! The Tradirions of
their Fathers, their Tithing AMint and
Annife, their Wafhings, their building th
Sepulchers of the Prophets, their Domine.
tion, Pomp and Ceremonies, did pafs
with the Pharifces inftead of the grea
things of the Law, and Sacrifice went
before AMercy, Truth and Judgment;
yea and became a Cloak for devour-
ing Widows houfes, and for Perfecu-
ting and Silencing the Preachers of
the Gofpel, and for Slandering and

What Ruins this hath made in
Souls, Churches and Kingdoms, I Ihave
' alrea-
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and ferious -exercife of Religion, and
worlhipping God in Spirit and Truth,
and afterwards draw you to condemn
that zeal and diligence in others which
We have Bo-
dies as well as Souls, and muft hav
a jult regard to bodily neceflaries; and

and  which o

already told you: Know therefore

wherein  Gods Kingdom doth. confift, -
Rom. 14. 17, 18. And what and whom

God bindeth you to approve, and learn
what this sleancrh, I will have Mercy
and wot Sacrifice, that you may not de-
ceive your {felves or condemn the
guiltlefs. Even Martha will murmur at
her dear Sifter and accufe her, if the be.
her felf but tzinted with this ill difeafe.

e

e 2

But whofe Fart doth Chrift - take,

hich of them . doth he jufti-
fie? The Defendant Aary, and that
r. With-a Compaffionate .veproof of Mar-
tha, ‘2. With the Reafon of Mary’s
Fuftification, 3. And with a Senrence of
Blcing added ro ker defence: Whence
we learn, :

Do&. 2. Thatr when wifer Chriftians
:m}l dt/agir bzttcr ghoice and Zork, are jc-'
cufed by twem that preferred lefs needful
things, yCh?‘iji will bc? tjlje ;Aa’:z,{mte 'a]:w!
Judge, and will defend and juftifie the
wrongfully accufed. He wil} in this Cafe
take the accufed’s part..

E 3° M-

Mary’: Choice Fuftified. ';‘?. 77 | |
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Murtha accufeth her Sifter to Chrift,

fhe expecteth that he fhould blam i

her as negleting her duty, and leaving
all the trouble and care.,on Aartha;
But Chriflt doth not anfwer her Ex.
eftation, but juftifieth the Wife an
nnocent. "

Reaf. 1. For it is his Office to b
both the Advecate and the Judge: And
he will do it in perfection, without er.
rour or injuftice. He well knoweth

who is in “the right, and none can
deceive him by falfe Accufations or
falfe Witnefles.

2. He is fo nearly related and deep-
"1y obliged to defend the Innocent or
Juft, that he will never fail them
They are hLis Members, and his Love
engageth him: He fpared not his Lif
and Blood for them, and will he not
Jpeak_for them? They are his purchafe,
‘and #neereft, his peculiar redecmed ones,
and will he forfake his Intereft, and his
Onn ! )

3. Indeed in plaiw Fuftice he is bound
to juftific them againft fuch injurious
Accufations: For it is be that oom;}mnd-h

et
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Neth them to do what they are accufed

of: It is for obeying bim: If it were a
wnlt, it would be his that bid them do
it. Nay how much hath he dene to
bring his Sefvants to that Holy Choicg
and Faithful"Duty, which in the world
they arc commonly accufed for! Alas
we were not forward to it of our
felves. It was nor we thot made the
Law, which fo ftrictly forbiddeth Sin,
and commandeth Duty: The Bible is
not of our making: It is »or we that
made the Law, to Love God with all
our Heart, and Soul, and ‘might, and our
Neiohbour as onr [elvesy not 1o take his
Nume in Vain, to worfhip God in  Spirit
and in Truth, &c. And it was a high~
er caufe than our own power, which
tanght us and inclined - our Hearts to
obey thefe: Many a Meffage did Chrift
fend us, by his Bible, Minilters and
Spirit, before we were heartily .drawn
to yield: Many a daies Patience did
he ufe, and many a threatning to drive
us to it, and many a Metcy and Pro-
mife to draw us, and many a Book
and Teacher to Inftrut us, yea and
many an Afli¢tion to Correct us; And
will he not juftific us for that which
_ E 4. he.
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he fo carneftly ‘commandeth us, and

N &

with fo much ado doth briiig us 'to o-

- bey? Did hecome into the world, and

live and dye, to fave his People from
their Sins, and purifie td himfelf 3
peculiar People zealous of good Works,
(Tir. 2. 14.) and will he forfake them
when they are accofed for obeying
him? Where fhall we meet with 2
man of any common honefty, that
would do thus by his pooreft Servant ?

“And fhall not the Judge of all the

Earth do righteoufly. For our parts,
if we are accufed for Serious Piety,
or any duty which Chrift commandeth
us, It is his command that was our
realon and obligation, and which we
have to alledge for our defence. If
that have not _Auhority and  Truth
cnough to juftifie us, we” have no o-
ther Juftification. Indeed Chrift thould
forfake himfelf if he thus deferted us:
He fhould take the blame upon his
ewn Laws, yea and on all the works
of his Grace and Spirit, and all that
he hath done to bring us to that which
the world and our fleth was {o  much
againft. e

4. He defendeth his Difciples againft

- the.

‘ral Inftances.
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the Pharifecs Accufations on Earth, and
will he afterward forfake them? =
‘5. He hath appointed the great day
to judge the World in Righteoufnefs,
even the fectets of men, and to bring
all things 6pen into the manifefting
light, even all Truth and Falfhood,
and* all the hidden works of Dark-.
nefs; Therefore undoubtedly all Truth,
all "‘Righteoufnefs, and all that is of
God, fnall be fully Juoftified, and Gods
Truth in all, when falfe Accufers fhall:
be-all found Lyars. T

Ufe. This being then fo plain and
fure, T would commend the Confidera-
tion of it to feveral Sorts, and in feve-
I.. To the Accufers of the -
Godly for their Duty to God. II. To-
the Accufed. IIL.“’Fo.thofe that are yet

‘in doubt what Caufe. to choofe.

-

. The unjuft Accufers of Jult Men:
are of divers degrees or forts.

1, Some. ‘there be that only accufe
E 5. themn
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them in their Thoughts, and take them
" to be guilty when they are not.
2. Others go further, and too cafs
ly believe falfe Reports from«others ; and
then think that they are allowed to tell
what they have heard, and fo to vend
fuch falfe Reports. And if they can but
" {ay, either that it was a grear Man, or
a Learned Man, or a Mimﬁer,, or a Rels-
giows Man that faid it, they think that
their Calumny or Back-biting is no Sin:
But much more, if many fuch report ity
and yet more, if they heard none con-
tradict it. -
3. Others there be, that becaufe it
ferveth their Intereft or Beflign, or ples-
Jeth their malignant Minds, do make
it part of heir bufinefs purpofely to car-
ry about fuch Reports, and perfwade
as many as they can to believe them,
“and plead down thofe that contradiét
them. :

4. Others go further, and are the firft
Devifers, or the malicious Increafers of
the flanderous Reports themfelves ; not
-only the Spreaders or Carryers, but
the Fethers of the Lies which they {end
soont by others, - ‘

s. Yet fome go further, and ftudi-

- ‘ oufly

g oufly and malicioufly publifh them in Pul-

: Mary"s Cb'oz';e ju/lv,ﬁed.

pits; or in Print, to draw'the World angiz |

| Pofterity to belicve them ; yeaand this .

‘God. and as for the Church and:
?ffx?l.i:, :s ?if it were but the detecting
of Herefies or %i‘es, or dangerous Faults.
or Praltices of others. S

6. And yet further, fome In mo&:
Ages and Countries, in Offices and pla-
ces of Judicature, who fhould be the:
Pillars of Juftice; do pafs falfc Senten-
ces againft the Jut, -and pronounce. them:

uilry, and perfecute: and opprefs them
by their unrightcous Punifhments.

7. And yet worfé ; fome flander no%
only the Perfons, but the Caufe o
Truth, Piety, and Righteoufnefs it felf,
and take falfe Laws and Canons, calling
good evil, and decrecing the common,
flandering of the Truth, and the punifh-
ing of the Innocent, becaufc they will not
hreak the Laws of God, and pleafe proud

wiftoking Men berore him. - R

i il‘cl; 4] thefe sorts of Accufers of the
Juft, T wonld give ( would they hear
e this foilowing Advice. L

r. 1 advife you to ftay, and think
well of the matrer; and be fure that.

‘you have throughly tryed it, before
you
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you venture to pafs your Judgment.

It is not fo {fmdll a matter as you think
to wrong the Juft, and fay, I was mif-.
taken. And efpecially will you be firft:

fure what fide Chrift will' take, and

whether he will be of the Acculer’s mind,

And Chrift hath fo fully told us his
mind already in his Ward, that we may

certainly forcknow what Judgment he

will pafs. ‘

1. Do you accufe:Men for precending
10 the Spirity androbe boly? Why Chrift,
hath faid, that, Excepr aman be born of
Watcr, and the Spivir, he cannot cuter in-.
20 the Kinodom of Heaven, Joh. 3. 6. And,
Withont Folinefs none [ball fee God, Heb..
12. 14. Andy If any man have nor the
Spirit of Chri§t, the [ame is none of bis,
Rom. 8. 9.

2. Do you accufe godly Men for Six-
gularity, and for differing from others in.
their Religions Diligcnce and Zeal ? 1f they
differ irom the Common Faith of Chri.

stians, or fingle themwfelves from the .

Communion of Saints, or from. the Love
and Concord.of Believers ;- Chrift will.
not juftifie them in this: For he hath
faid 5 A wan that 1s an Heretick after the

it and [econd Adp.oiition, avoid, Tit. 3.,
| 1o. And,

- Mﬁry’fs‘ Choice éj"u[h'ﬁ‘ed. 11

ro. And, By this fhall; all men kpom that.

_you ave my Difciples, if ye bave Love one.

to another, Joh. 13. 34, 35. And, Mark,
thofe that canfe Divifions and offences contr ary.
10 thé Doétine which ye bave learned, and.
avoid themy Rom. 16.17. .
. But if it be differing from Unbeliev-
ers, or ungodly Men, or.formal Hypo-
crites, by aholy Refolutionto live whol-
ly to God, and obey his Laws, whoe.
ver be againft it ; it this be the Singu-

dariry you- mean, Chrift is engaged to

bear thém out: For it is he that hath.
commanded this, and faid ; Ye are my
Friends, if ye do whatfocver I command
youy Joh. 15. 14. If ye keep my Command-

“ments, ye [hall abide in_my Love, V. 10. .
Except your Righteonfnefs cxceed the Righ-
teouﬁze/% of the Scribes and Pharifees, ye.

fhal in no cafe enter inro the Kingdom of

Heaven, Mat. §. 20. Mat. 5. 47. What
do you more than others? He purifieth to
bimfelf a. peculiar Peoples zcalous of good
works, Tit.2.14. Lot differed from So-
.dom, and Noak differed from all the
" old World. The wife differ from the
foolith, and the righteous from the wic-
ked ; or elfe there would not be here-

after fo great a difference as of Heaven
. and.
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~and Hell. What is a Phyfician goed for,
if he make not his Patients to differ from
the fick ¢ And what came Chrift to

do, or how is he a Saviour,.if he make

not his Difciples differ from the ungod-

ly World? Even a Philofopher would.
not fet up a School, but to make his.

Scholars to differ from the unlearned.
3. Is it for {fo much Preaching and
Hearing, that you accufe Men ? It is
foﬁible indeed to do a Duty wnfeafona-
ly, and to over-do in one thing, when

it caufeth the Omiflion of other Duties.
But certainly Chrift that fo ftri¢tly com-
mandeth his Minifters to Preach, and
as they love bim,  to feed bis Flock, will
juftific them for fa doing,  How fhall they

r

believe withoat a Frcacher 2 and hoy ﬂmll .

they preack walefs they v fear 2 Rom. 10,
And he ther fid,  Ze shar heareth yon,
heaveih e, and thot heve jultifieth Ma-
ry’s Hewing, will jaitific all orhers in
the like cvie s For he bath Did as (by
Solo.ion ) to ger Wifdom as iwe priveiial
hiney Prov. ge 5, 70 T Jochwe ibe F Ay
and arply the Flears ooy cooevy oafeer
Kol 7,{,',_1;47,_1 oot ' Y AR DY J/':;:r T
; : and.
Freafure,

Prov,
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Prov. 23. 3. 4. Hear Infiruction, and be
wife, and ré?cﬁ it not.  Bleffed is the man
that heareth me, watching daily at my Gares,
mwaiting at the Pofis of my Doors, For who-
fo finderh ‘e finderh Life, and [hall obt ain
favour of the Lord; Prov. 8. 33, 34

6. | .
35’\.313 it for much Praying that you

ac?ufe Men? Why Chrift bid his Dif-
ciples Pray alwayes, and not faint, Luk.

18. 1, 2. And, Pray cominnally, 1 Thef.
. 17. | | ' .

’ .7Is‘ it for fo much a-do in their
Families, in the Religious Education of
their Children, and reading_the Scrip-
tures, that you accufe men? Why it
is God that hath faid, Deut.6.77, 3,9,
to. and Deut. 11. 18, 19, 20. Thefe
Words which 1 command thee this day,
fhall be in thy Heart, and thou [halt teach
them dilipently ro thy Children, and fhale
talk of them whenthon firreft in thy Houfe,
and when thow walkeft by the way, and
when thon lyest down, and when teow rifeft
up, &c. An Angel was fent from Heeven
unto Cornelinus when he was faiting and

praying in his Houfe, to fi gnific Cots ac

ceptance, and tell him forther ow to be

favéd, Daniel would rather be cait fo

Lyans,

L
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Lyons, than forbear Praying in his
Houle for certain dayes, ‘when the King
-and Laws forbad him:  You' mdy cafi-

Iy know then which fide Chriit will
take. T :
6. Is it for ferupling things which other s

Seruplewot, and taking thar for fin, which -

others [ay is none, and .fo ot doing -as
others do, that you accafc Men ?

_If they miftake, and think that to-be
Sin which is not; Chrift will juftifie
their defive to pleafe him, and their
fear of finning, but he will not juftis
fie their miftake.  But if it be Sin indeed,

whatever Men call it, he will juftific aur .

avoiding and abhorringit. He that dy-
ed for Sin, would not have us love i,
nor yun into the confuming fire from
which he eame to fave us: Ir i a fear-
Jul thing to full into the bands of the livin
God. "The Accufer may call it Folly,
and precife Scrupulofity s Bt God faith
to Man; Behold, the fear of the’ Lord,
that is wifdom, and to depart from evil
7s wnderitinding, Job 28. 28. If we fin
with others, we muit fuffer with them.
7- But perhaps it is for not keeping
their Faith and Religion to themfelves,
but making fo much a-do to propa-
gate
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gate them, that you accufe Men. ‘
Indeed Pax’, fpeaking of the know-
ledge and belief ‘ofp the Lawfulnefs of law-
ful “unneceffary things, {aith, Haft thou
Faith ? haye it to thy felf before God
Rom. 14.21. That is, .enjoy thy own
Knowledge and Liberty, but ufe it not
fo as to tempt and ruine others. But
furely it is° Chrift that hath faid 3 Te
are the Lishts of -the World, that mult
not be pus under a Bufbel, Mar.5. And,
He that gathereth not with us, [cattereth
abroad; Mat. 12. 30. And, Whoever [hall
confefs me before men, him will I confefs
before my Father, &c. Mat. 10..32. And,
With .the Heart Man believeth unto Righ-
teonfnefs, and with the Mouth Confeffion
is made unto Salvation, Rom. 10, 10. We
muft love our Neighbours as our fclves,
and. therefore ‘defire and feck their Sal-
vation : He that fceth his Brother have
need, ( for his Body ) and [butreth up the
Bowels of bis Compaffion from bimy, how
dwellerh the Love of God in him ? much
lefs if he have no pity for Souls. While:
we have opportanity, we muft do good:
to all men, Gal. 6. 10. The flothful Ser-
vant that hid his Talent, is condemned-,
to utter darknefs, Mar. 25. What do-
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- we in the World but to receive good,
and do good ? And how little Goodnefs

is-in that whicll tendeth snot to men's

© Salvation ¢ What are we made, vedecan
ed, and prefervad for, bar i lerve God,
and feek rhe pood of our delves and
others ? You accul® nor men for giving
Moncy 1o the-poor and needy; and is
not Holinefs mach better 2 If Aoney be
better than Grace, not only Simon Ma-
gis was excufable, but Cefar might be
a greater BenifaCor than Chrit. Do
you believe a Heaven, and do you ac-
cufe men for feeking to help men to at-
tain it. Unthankful miferable Sinners,
- that accufe men for endeavouring to
. fave them from Sin and endlefs Mifery !
were they drowning, they would not
accufe men for labouring to fave their
Lives. None but mad-men firive againft
tholc that would heal or help them : But

it is 'here no wonder, when the Saviour -

of the World was as madly and unthank-

fully ufed by fuch Sianers: How can

we expect that he will accept our help,
who defpifeth or refufeth Gods? .

8. But perhaps it is their Ze¢al and
Earneftnefs in Religion that you accufe ;
and think that they fhould be, as you

I Marys Choice Justified.

call

ferent .and cold. L
“Indeed imprudent paflionate Rafhnefs,
and erroncous Zeal, and factious Vio-

lence, which is.tore for Self-Intereft

and Self-Conceit, -than for the Truth
and Caufe of Chrift, is a thing which
he will never juftific : If Fames and Jobn
have fuch a feaverifh Zeal, he will tell
them, Tou kpow not whar manner of Spi-
rit ye are of: Where an envious, ftri-
ving, mafterly Zeal is, he tells them it
is not from above, but the wifdom
which it pretendeth to 1s earthly, fen-
fual and devilifh,. tending to Confufion-
and every cvil work. Chrift is no Pa-
tron of Popifh, Tyrannical, Perfecuting,
Defiroying, Hurtful Zeal; but fure-
ly he ‘will juftific the Zeal of Love,
and of good Works: Not zealous
flandering, railing, and falfe cen-
furing ; but zealous Preaching, Pray-
ing, and Praifing God, and a. Zzeal-
ous Diligence in all that he commaqde
eth, and a zealous care to mortifie
fiefhly Lufts, and avoid Sin, and efcape
Damnation, and’to glorific God. Itis
a bafe Contempt; and dithonouring of

" God, and Chrift, and Holinefs, and Hea-

ven,

91 1

call it, more moderate; that sy indif~ - i
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- ven; to think or fpeak of them, or
feck them, with a cold indifferency,

as if they were but common necdlefs

things !

How cagerly do’ worldlings feek the:
world, and proud men ftrive to climbin-.

‘to fome Honour, before they fall into the
Grave and Hell ! How violently do many
earthly Rulers ftrive to enlarge their
Dominions and have their Wills, though
by the ruine of Countreys, -and the blood
of many thonfand Innocents ! How
hot are all thefe worldly men, (even
Popes and Prelates, that fay they be-
lieve a better World ). againft all how
wife and holy foever, that are againft
their worldly Intereft ! How fervently
did they cry againt Chrift himfelf,
Away wubh him, Crucific bim! How fu-
vioufly did they gnafb their Tecth at Ste-
phen, and ftonc him! and cryed out  a-

ganft Paul, Awey with fucth a fellow

from the Earth, Gt is wor fit thar be
Jrould live! The Devil is earneft to de-
ftroy us: The zeal of Infidels, Papifts
and Church-Tyrants is burning hot,
and no rcafon, no worth or innocen-
cy .of the juft, will ferve to quench
L. Andis it only Gods fervice and our
' : Salva-

tants! -
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Galvation, that muft be coldly mana-

ged and fought? Is it only that which -
weare born for,.and live for, that muft
be thruft behind the door, or don¢ as
if we did it not? Is it Heaven and'
Hell that® muft be jefted with% and
Souls that muft be 'ventured 'for‘a lit-
tle wealth or luft, “or our endléfs hope
calt away for ﬂb’thin‘g ?.1dols that have
eyes and {t€ not, deferve no better fer- -
vice than the Hypocrites imagety, and
ftage Religion: Bat do you think the
God of Love and Glory can be loved,
honoured or obeyed' too much? Norie
bit ‘the Atheiftical fodl cxn think fo!
How .quickly, how céftainly will 'you
all wifh, that God and your Salvati:
on ‘had becn loved and fought with -
all your Hecarts, and Strength, and
Time, and that he that is All had had
your All, and that you had been as
Holy as the holyeft of Men! O Hypo-
crites, that daily pray that Gods Name
may be hallowedy bis Kingdom come, and
kis will done on Earth as it is done in
Heaven ;, and yet acepfe thofe as doing
too much, that alas fall far ‘fhort of
the loweft of all the heavenly inhabi-
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. 9. But perbaps they are accufed for
not ferving God ju/fy as men command
them, and nor besng of the Religion of
thofe thay are uppermoft.

This hath indeed been the common -

accufation. But 1. God is uppermoft,

|t - and will be: Therefore they are re-

folved to be as near as they can.of
his mind that is uppermoft, and will
prevail.

2. Chrift went againft the Rulers
of his time: and commanded his Apo-
ftles fo to do, and fo did they, and
fo did the Church for three hundred
years, and in much of the World ever
fince. 4

3. Muft we have as many Religions
as Princes have ? And muft we change
our Religion as oft as we change our
Countrey? Muft a man be a FHeathen
- under Heashens, and a Mahomctan  un-
der Turks and Perfians? and a Papift
under Papffts, and a Sociwian under So-
cinians ? and {o on.
we know which Princes Religion it
is that we muft be of, and which we
muft refufe, but by the Word of
- God, which we muft outfelves difcern,
(ufing the beft helps of Teachets that

we

If not, how fhali
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we can get?) We thank God that we
have Rulers that fo far own Truth
and Righteoufnefs as they doj but even
the Apottle, faith, They were not Lords,
nor bad Daminion over their Faith, but
were their Helpers, 2 Cor. 1. 24. 1 Pet.
5.2,3. As. Stewards of the myjfteries of
God '

4. Why do youhonour the Martyrs,
and keep Holy-daies in remembrance of
their fufferings, who dyed rather than
they would obey man against God, if you
think we muft alwaies be of the Rulers -
Religion? Did the three Witnefles fo ?
Dan. 3. or Daniel himfelf? c.6. The com-
mon cafe is much like Dantels, Dau. 6.
§. LWe fhall nor find any occafion against
this Dantel, cxcept we find it against bim
concerning the Law. of his God]; Which
they did, for Praying when the Law
forbad him. They could find no fault
with Chrift. and his Apoftles, but for
not obferving their Traditions, and
for worfhipping God contrary to the
Law, and doing conrary to the decrees
of Cafar, Act. 18. 13. & 1%, §. Mat.
‘15, Geds Law is perfelt:- Mens are not
fo: Though we cannot our felves a-
tain perfettion in underftanding or pra-

Ctice
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&ice, yet we will choofe and fet before
us a perfelt Rule, even the perfe@t Law
of the perfect Ruler of the ‘World.
If we mult be all of the Princes of
States Religion, where ome Countrey
hath the true Religion, many will have
a filfe one: And when we are 'right
in one point, we may be wrong in ano-
ther; our Copy being fo,

" 10. But pernaps it is Eriour, Sin, Se-
dition, Setls, Scbifm,”Scandal, that you
accufe Men of : 1f that be it, if you'do
it truly, and do not flander them ;
certainly Chrift will not juftific them
in thefe.

1. If you accufe them fallly, he will
juftifie them.

2. If they have finned, and truly
believe, and repent, and amend, he will
pardon them through his meritorious
‘Righteoufnefs and Sacrifice, -and will
make them and prononnce them juft.

3. And he will juftificin them all that
~1s his own and good, notwithilanding
their pardonable Infirmitics, and will
not make their faults greater than they
are, but will fec the willingnefs of the
Spirit when the Flefh is weak, 1f malig-
~nant Men will fee the Motc of a Cere-
‘ monious
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monious Errour ot frailty in their Brothers
eye, and call ita Beam, becaufe a Beam is
in their own; Chrift will not joyn with
them in their Malignity and Injuftice,
but will bjd him caft the firft Stone
that is without Siny Foh. 8. 7. :

4. And yet he will not juftifie the
leaft finful Thought, or Word, or
Deed , nor the leaft faulty imperfettion
in their Faith, Love or Obedience : For
no man hateth any of thefe fo much
as Chrilt doth, in whomfoever they
are found. Do you cry out againit
Ervour , Seditiom , Rebellion , Difobedi-
ence, Schifm, Divifions? So doth Chrift,
and fo do all his true Difciples: We
all agree with you in this.  But if the
Queftion be either, Who they are thae
are herein guilty ? or, In whom any Sin i
reigning, wilful and unpardoned ? here fee
that you go not beyond proof: For
Chrift will not own the Condemners of
the Jult, nor confirm any mans un-
righteous and malicious Cenfure, '

——

2. And as I advife you before jfou
accufe any, to know whether Chrift’
: : F be -
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bé of your mind, and will be againft
them, or will  take: their parts; fo.

next I advife you, as: you love your
felves, tothink well how great .a Sin
‘malignant and falfe. acoufing Is.

1. It-fheweth much of the Devil.in

“your Hearts, whether you fee it or not,
-1t is no better : He is malicious, a Mut-
-derer, a Lyar, and the ‘Accufer of the
‘Juft, and Slanderers are called by his
‘Name, d€oran as.aforefaid.

2. If it be for Chrift’s Caufe, for
“Truthor Righteoufnefs,. or done in Ma-
lice, againft Godlinefs or Faith, Chrift
taketh it all as done againit himfelf,
Mar. 252 For.it is not only againit his
Servants, but alfo for their obeying and
ferving him : It is he that command-
ed them, asis aforefaid. - |
- 3. You. fet your felf againit the Offee
alfo of Chrift,, He is the Advocate of
his- Servants,. He- hath undertaken their
Defence, and do you think to over-
come him ? it is he that jnftifieth us,
( for all that Faith, and Zeal, and Ho-
linefs, for which we are accufed and
perfecuted by the. world ) and who
then fhall condemn. us ¢ It is he that
is for us, who then is he that will be

' againft

- Mary’s Choice fuftified.
againft us? fhall we not be more than
Conquerors through him. whofe power
hath conquered for us, and whofe  vi-.
gorious Loye will not” forfake us ?
Rom. 8. 34,-%c. Remember in what a
manner he faid, At 9. Saul, Sanl, why
verfecuroft. thow: me 2 it 45 bard for thee to
kick, againft the Pricki : And to him that
offendeth one of thole’ little defpifed”
ones -that believe in him, that it weie
better for him that a milftone weie
hanged ‘about "his neck, and he were
caft into theiSear o

And it is not enly to the grofs Per-
fecuting Accsfers of the jult that I.give
this Advice, but 1 befeech you all to-
take heed of any Tafh Aceufing of the
$uft 5 for the wrong is moft to God
himfelf, and the hurt to you, aind Chrift
will be againft you. . | -

1. Some .there are, that when they
have by Ignorance, or a ftretching Con-
fcience, for worldly intereft confented’
to fome finful practices, are led by that
fame unhappy intereft, to - juftific firlt
what they - do themfelves, and " then
to accufe ,all thofe as Ertereous, Pre-
cife, or Schifimatical, that are againft
their choice and pradice: Moft ‘men

F 2 that
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that live in fin for intereft, do think

that they muft be fecured from the
accufations of Confcience, and the dif-

grace of finning, by juftifying their fin,
and accufing thofe as the dJinners that
are againft it, and dare not.fin as much
as they ; but how fad a defence will
this prove at. laft, which fo much add-
eth to their Crime! \
2. There are fome on ‘the contrary,
that in ignorance having taken a Dury
or a lanful Prattice for a Sin, ( as Bap.
tizing Infants, Singing David’s Pfalms,

Praying conftantly in Families, Obferv-

ing the Lords day, Praying oft in the
fame words, Communicating with fome
faulty Churches, or fuch as thefe men
condemn, and fuch like ) they hercup-
on become the rath and falfc accufers
of thofe that be not as erroncous as
themfelves ; thus did the Pharifees by
Chrift and his Apoftles; thus did the
Jewilh Teachers, A 15. that faid,
Excepr ye be Circunicifed and keep the Law
of Mo/gr, ye cannot be faved : Thus did
the Jewifh Chriftians againft Perer, AL
11.23. They contended with him, [aying,

Thon wnteft in to men uncircumeifed, and

didft cas with them : And after his mi-
| | racu-

Maty’s Choice Juftified. 101
raculous- Conviction by this cenfori-
oufnefs, they drew him to' that Separa-
tion which Paul/ doth blame hip; for,
Gal. 2.12, b3, 14. and Barnabas and o-
thers diffembled with him, for fear of
the cenfures of thefc erroneous men ;
for it is not the leaft mifchievous effeét
of thefe falfe Accufations and Cenfures,
that they frighten many weak Chrifti-
ans from duty and into fin, while they
hear that this or that is no daty, or is
fome heimnus fin, and have not the un-
derftanding to try and jndge, they are
carryed away with the name and noife ;
and fome fuch as Perer and Barnabas
walk not uprightly, but- ftep out of
the way for fear of difpleafing them,
or being accufed by them as others are;
and it is not a ljttle fhame, guilt and
fuffering that this courfe hath brought
upon the Minifters themfelves.

3. And there are fome that here
more hainoully offend, Famslifts, Rant-
ers, Seekers, Quakers, and too many
more ; that while they are guilty them-
felves of lamentable” errours, fear not
to accufe almoft all the Churches of °
Chrift on earth, as if they were not
his Churches at all, and had no trac

F 3 Reli-
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Reli gton, Miniﬁry, Ofdl‘nances,;and, WELS
with bitter -fcorns, -as many of the a-

not to be communicated with. The P
C ] cd with.  The Pa.
]Dllﬁs’i;}iha»’burll .men  as.Hereticks -for
the Truth, I.think accyfg not fo ma-
.1y of Chrifts Minifters and Church-
le’ nor fo deeply as {fome of thefe Sects
¢ }?; yea and father this malignity on
P ;dslzlgét P?{%Od h But Chrift will de.
: juftifie his -Chuy i
all (.)thle.fel falfe Accufers. urches agaiof
itle do either Papifts or any o-
ther Searies know how jhainouys. 0a

crime Chrift will take it, to accufe the[§

greateft part of Chriftians on earth, as

being Hereticks, Schifmaticks, or nof

- arue Churches, or having no true ‘Re-
ligion, or part .in J'Chrii‘cgo,r in his Sp?-
;jn; and for a worldly Faction on one
- fide, or a fick-brained, felf-conceited
Sect on the other fide to appropriate
the title of the Church or Saints to
themfelves alone, and fay to moft of
zhc, Members of Chrift, Tou are none of
ts! If to accufe fallly one man when
his eftate only is concerned in it, and
that before a fingle Judicature, be fo
great a Crime as Scripture maketh it
w}at is it apenly before Gog, and the
-World, rafhly or falfly to accufe whole
Churches.
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Churches and - Countreys of Chriltians, . ‘
ea the faithfulleft of Chrifts Minilters,

forefaid SeQtaries do ;. yea, almoft all-
the Churcls of Chrift, -in this and al-
moft all former ages! For my part,.
( though fome centure me for it ) 1 avig-
afraid of roo bold Cenfuring even of Paz? ™
pifts, or of honeft Heathens, fuch as.
were Antonine, Cibero, and fuch others.
that never heard the Gofpel of Chrift. .

S o

ot p————

thofe that
about Reli- -

II. My next-advice is to
are thus. accufed by others,
gion, or of Sin. ,

r. Do not prefently juftific your
felves, becanfe you love not 1o be
blamed ; rafh felf-juftifying may bg
more hurtful to-you, than other mepns
rafh accufing you. Errour and fin s
not fo rare a thing, even among
good men, that it fhonld be taken for
hard meafure to be judged crroncous;

or finners: Who knoweth- his fecret .

fanlts ? Pfal. 19. We muft daily Pray,
Forgive us o#r Trefpaffcs ! Little do moft
know -how great a number of falfhoods

- Fo4. are ;
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are received into the minds of moft
good Chriftians in ‘the world ycaof
the beft, much more of the more i’o
norant fort ; and therefore we ha\g-
great caufe to be ftill cautetoufly fuf N
clous of our felves; and jt i a mpl.
‘;:yrfo have notice of our fins and ee::
F{())lé;.s, from whemfoever, Friends or
Trie therefore, lelt it fhould prov.
an errour or fin that you are accuﬁeg
of 5 confefs it not to be fuch becauf
lanothc:r calleth it fuch ; but ye,t let hins
fgnow that you arc willing of his hel
or your information and Convi@iop d
It is fuppofed that none of s love

crrour as errour, or fin as fin, or an

evil as fuch, it'is no ewil that is thy
object of a finners wikl and chojee bug
3 ?zgflvlecea{ good, even a leffer vood f,ét 2-
gainlt or inffead of a greater ; ( as tge

Creature inftead of the Cre

1 at
Corporal ifftead of Spiritual, 6?:.,) \a?\x}(e1 |
do not love and will malum fed male
not evil, but evilly : It js nc;t the i}ain’
loved that is evil i Jelfs but the a2 of“

: The 1
that Adam did eat was n?)ﬁ evil Fg:l;:
b}

earing 1t was 5 Meat, Drink, Pleafure-
: able
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'able'O.bje&s, Beauty, , Money, Lands,

Honours, are all good, but the inor- -
dip'ate Love and Ufe of them is the
evil. y |

Our nature therefore giveth this ad-
vantage to our Moaitors; we would all.
be delivered fromevil asevil, and there-.
fore thankfully accept their help.

- Humanum ¢ft errare, how little doth:
that man know himfelf, or what man.
is, who taketh it for an injury to be-
fuppofed to have Errours: But ta de-
ny ncceffary. faving Verities, or to-be un-

| willing to [te our Errors by finding ous

the: Truth,. or prowdly to. defend them,
becgufe we have once owned themy
and.to be. rafh and confident propaga-
tors of fuch errors, and to rage againft
wifer men that are againft our folly,
and ignorantly to cry. them. down as.
ighorant, and to charge all this on the
Spirit. of Ged, this is. an unchriftian.
and, inhumane fort of erring. Try:
therefore with a due fufpicion of your
felves, left,your accufation fhould be-
true, and you- be found in the mi--
ftake. o
The fame 1 fay when-you are accu--
fed .of any Sin: Alas, Sinis not forare
Fg. A




¥  The One Thing Nece]fdr}"; or;,

a thing with any of us, but:that we

may well'fear and try the cafe, deft we.
fhould be guilty. ERR IR
2. My next Advice 1S,-Tke heed left

Vou go about to interefs Chrifl in any of

your Sins or Errours, or left you expett.
that he fhould juftific thein. It is a great-

er Sin which many. etring men ate

guilty of in this kind, than is com-
monly perceived. It is well that men
would do that which God owneth if they .
knew -4t 5 but it is dangerous . to. fay, .
that he owwerh whar he abborreth ; “To
father Falfhood on the God of Truth,
and -Sin on the God of Holinefs, is.a .
fearful Crime, . God that would not-en- .
dure falfe Fire, Lev.ito. or to be wor-.
thipped likg an.Jdol, no ner to have ho.-
ly things prophaned,” will" tanch lefs -en- .
dure to. bé made the Father of Lics anid
Wickednefs. . o .
1: Confider, that this is'to-fet hif a-
gainft himfelf who is the God of Trath
and’ Holinefs.. . ‘
- 2: This 1s to ufe his Name -againft
his- Word, which is the Word-of Trijth .
and Holinefs. L
3. This'is to ptit him in" the place
of Satan, and te father en him the De-
oo vils

- Mary"s Chaice Jufiied + Vo

vils works; rwho is a Liyar, 'aﬂé the.Kae -
ther of it.

. RN
" 4 This is it which the falfc Prophets .
arg {o heayily threatmed for -xn-chl;pn
ture. . R A
5. This s to fight againftGod's Iélﬂl%; :
dom, and the :Grace of Chrift, and the .
work of the Spirit in his own Name. o
6. This is the .direct Breach of the
third Commandment, Thox fhalt not tfakf -_
the.Name. of the. Lord thy God t 'zi_amé:
A Lie, and Vanity oft {ignifie ‘Fhe.fatgﬁ ,
thing in Scripture. . "This Sin 15 0 lg ¢
nature. of. Perjury, which is appealing f
to God, as .owning and approv:lfl}%ﬂa,
Falfhood ; and do not they {o that falily.
fay, God f[aith this, and that, and.-thl:{c
other thing in the Scripture, and by his
Spiri¢ in ine, which he never faid, yea,
which no one fo much abhorreth as hé 5
and will you father on ‘God ' that:one
thing which he hateth? God. tells you
that he will.not hold him guiltlefs ( that
is, he will notably condemn and <p“?’"?“j
fitch ) "as.thus prophanely -.and :auddci-
oufly. take his Ni@‘e 9 vairi, or.ufe it
patronize a Lie.. . .
toIpam often near trembling, to . hear

1e._of our Tremblers, yea and fome
fome _of ) iy
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others, abufg abundance of plain Texts
of Scripture, and expound them with
palpable falthood, and deny the Arti-
clesof the Chriftian Faith, about Chrifts

- Perfon, his Interceflion, his Coming a-

gain, his Laws, his Kingdom, ‘his Judg-
ment, and pouring out many heathen-
~1fh and grofs Errours, and.fathering all
this with raging Confidence on God
himfelf, and faying, Iam fure this s
truc sy the Spirit-infallibly tells me [o; God.

Speaketh. it 1n me 5 I no more doidbe of it

than whether I live; He thas doubreth is,
damned s the light within me affuieth me:
thar this is truey, and the meaning of the,
Scripture. O patient God! O {inful.
Man-! O.fubtle Serpent % O dark un-.
happy World ¢ :

. O pitiful Profeffors of Faith, that
will be changed or fhaken by fuch haj-
nous Sin, as if they heard an Oracle
of God. Qur God isLove, and yet he is a
Confuming Fire: Take heed what you fay
of him, and what you father on him:.
If Pride, Blindnefs and Deceit-do can:'
¥ you .to blafpheme him, your Con-
fidence will ot "make Chrift juftifie
1t ’ '

‘ 3‘. But:

LR Sy ¢
e .
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3. But I further adwife you: If in:
deed it be Truth and: Duty which men
accufe you for, even fuch as Chrift in
the' facred’ Scriptures did prefcribe,
doubt not but he will'juftific you againft
all Accufers s dnd let this fatisfic you
however you are {landered, againft all..
As, if your Sins were few and {mall,
there would be lefs ufe-of a Saviour
to fargive them-. fo, if yaur Slanders.
by malignant Lyars be few and {mall,
you will have the lefs ufe for Chrift to:
juftific you. If it be, Al men thar
vevile you, and, perfecure you, and (hall.
fay - all manner  of evil, againft you falfly.
(or lying) for Chryf’s [cke; Bleffed
are. ye, {aith Chrift, AMar. g, 1. And
if you believe him,. you:may rejoyce and:
be-cxceeding glad, for grear is your ch'rar.dﬁ
in. Heaveny and fo perfecnted they the Proa
phets before yon. . How many things. are
here to be obferved? It is fuppofed to.
be Zyes that-are reported of you ; and
this not of one. fort only, but all man-
. mer. of Evil; as if. you were impious

againft God, uncheritable and unjuft.
towards men, Hereticks againft Truth,

" Schifmaticks againft Unity, Rebe*llz gaipda
110
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- difobedient againft Authority, and. all
the relt: .And of .all :thefe have the Juft
been ordinarily accufed ; and this is'not
by fome one exafperated Perfon in 2
Corner, whom few believe, 'but by il
men, that is the common woice of de
Juded - Adverfaries 3 and’ it .is not on1-~
be’l]mg:,; vbut reviling, yea and .per/émtimf}'r
yet muft. you not only be paticnt, but
Joyful and exceeding glad, becaufe ,it is
for Chrift, and he will juftsfie you, and
glve you a great Reward in Heaven. t,Here' |
Is 2 noble work for Faith, to leafn
~and . practife this Leflon of Crofs-bear-
ing, Hope and Joy. The. Judge is at:
the Door, who feeth us, and all our..Ca‘f; |
and is more concerned in it than we are : -
Be not too halty fora full Vindication !
Cannot you ftay till the Affizes ? Were it

not that Slanderers hurt orbers and them-

fetves, how fmall a matter wer i

-thoughts and words to youe; \‘)Wifeﬁf atﬁae;f |
lignant thought of a dying worm -de-
ject you from any real Honour or Fe.
licicy ?.-Is it in the .power of a lying |
‘Tongue, or of many, how high -‘or:.hov%
credible foever efteemed, to "dep,rivé you

of your Innocency, - or the approb.ati-.-.
on of God, or your Adoption, or Chrifts. .

Ju-.
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Juftification, or ryour everlafting Glo-.
ry and Reward? Do you truft Chrift .
for'your Souls, and cannot you troft
him with gour Names? Is God your.
God, andis. not his Approbation enou%h
for you? Is'Man nothing to you, who .
is pofting ‘to Duft and - Judgment, and.
yet' cannot you bear his lying words or.
thotughts ¢ How will you bear the Crofs
of Martyrdom, which is todie for well-
doing, under the reputation of Malefa-
Gors, if you cannot bear falfe werds or
thoughts? 1f you fay, Jr ‘s the Truth
that s difhononred through my Difhonoitr :
{ anfwer, o . -
1. God is fufficient to - vindicate his
Tyuth: Every flanderous mouth fhall
foon be ftopped. and God 'will be pro-
ved truc, and all men Lyats; Rom. 3.
i 5. And he hath promifed to bring
forth youwr Righteoufnefs as the Light, your
Names fhdll rife-as the Morning-Sun,
when the moft malignant Darknefs feem-
éd to bury them. Chrift is not in Hea,
ven reputed a_Blafphemer, nor a Re-
bel againft Cafar ; nor is Pdul thete ta-
ken for a" peftilent Fellow, or a nrover
of Seditic. athong the pedple; nor the
Crofs of Chrift-for Foolifhnefs or a S'?u'm:.
’ bling-
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bling-block, no ~ Chri

_ 10CK, nor -are true Chriltian:
there reproached, or excommunical'?cn;
?s f-lerencks or Evil-doers. Of how
mall regard is the Judgment of Man

to. him that fully trufteth ‘to. Chrift’s .

Juftification! which. you' may be fure

of, fofaras the Scriptures truly under-

ftood do juftifie you.

~

IIL.. My next Counfel is, to th it
- are unrefolved which Cau’fe? gt]'o%dzhaiz
right, and to be chofen, whileft moit men
are Accufers of each other: One talk-
e?l_l againft this thing, and another a-
gainft that, onc againft this Dotrine,
and practice, and another againft that,
| and fo many Parties accufe all the. reft,
thz;;:; du‘tgafteth ignorant Perfons. - ’
ither the. things which they differ
about are fuch as Chrilt hath tolc%’ uc%hflfﬁg
Jind of in the Scripture,. or not ; if not
thcq picy and bear with. the Cox;tcnders, '
02 both fides ;. interpofe not your ]udg-.,.
;}?Tnt rafhly, but let every one enjoy
/Illb Ol;(vn: Paunl and Barnabas, as well as
2 arrna aud Mary, may. differ about
erfons and Circumftances of Duty :
But if Chrift have already decided the
Cafe, let that determine yow: What
| need. -
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need you more? Is the Controverfie
whether God or Man fhould be firft
obeyed ? whether Heaven or Earth,
Chrift or the Pleafures of Sin fhould
be preferrell ? whether we fhould live
after the Flef, or the-Spirit? In all
fuch cafes it .is_cafie to know what
Chyift doth judge. I hope you donot
chink  that Le will take part with
the fenfual, or the covetous, or the
malignant Enemies of a godly Life
nor that he will turn to the Oppref-
fors or Perfecutors of the Juft; nor
that he will renounce his own Word,
becaufe any men, how great or Reve-
rend {oever, mifapply it, or contra-
ditt it ; nor that he will call Drunken- -
nefs, Gluttony, Worldlinefs, Idlenefs,
Filthinefs or Pride, by gentle, extenu-
¢ting , deceitful Names, though the -
goilty and impenitent do fo. |

Some would perfwade you that Chrift
and his Spirit could not {peak {o-much
fenfe as to. become intelligible: And
though every Friend can intelligibly
write you his mind, yet Chrift could:

" not, or would not; and that you may

underftand Poets and Orators, Virgil,
Horace, Cicero, Seneca s, andPhilofpll:ers,?
: ) ‘ QW=



the Holy Scriptures you cannot under-
ftand : But it is not reproaching Chrift

that is the way, to have him joftific your:
Though ambiguity of

Caufe or vou.

~ words make
Writings,

~fome Skill in thofe words to him-that
will underftand them 5 and.though a car-

Scripture, as all other

nal blinded mind cannot (favingly in

love and lively fenfe) receive the Api-
Iitual things of God, yet men fhall

fhertly be convinced, that the Light of

the World was nor invifible, though the

Diyrknefs: comprebend it nor, and that the

Wifdom of God hath fpoken intelli-
gibly, andin ail neceffary things you may

certainly know which part Chrift ta-.

keth.,

But alas, Chrift isunfeen, and there-
fore little regarded by multitudes who |
cuftomarily honour his Name. As a.
mong the Turks, we blame not him that
rather asketh what the Emperour or

Bathaw commandeth, than what Aabo-

mer commandeth 3 fo thefe that hondur

Chrift but as the Turks hononr Mahomer,

do .
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Lawyers, Phyficians, Hiftorians, yea
the voluminous - Statutes of Lawgiv..

- Landlord takes, ot W
crs, and Canons of the- Church; but |

. would have h

fo far difficult as to need.

a Méf)?’s;Gbéice :}(uﬁ‘.z‘ﬁed;fé .tlhz igr
far m | which fide th
do far motc reBI hﬁ%‘? fide fuach 2
¢ Prince is for, than

(Pl O Sirs!
L0184 £ Chrift 1s for. b
Wh‘fk,}vdgfé all fain have Chré\f;te rtoyo?l
You Advocate at laft: As 0
your -AdV im be for you thep,
hat which he_is fors
| he will jufti-

Lord, or Bifiop, ©

ow for t
gidnhath foretold you

e, e all but truly willng
were a A
Okﬂcllzs nggat it is that uhxgi : (i:i
to nwhethef for a holy, m:fiz). oy
g(;r’ 0(r fefhly Mot afn? 'e{djl to be for-
¢ vou were but refolv be 20
:ll:?‘é v?r(t)\‘ilch.chfift» is for, as far as DY

A ts I
ili h vou cap know 1t |
dlhgl?thge;g Cthe};x that he _wolxild 1&31;
o ou to damnable mgfta e_i1 but
]1:?1%6 yycl)u: to underftand his will
your Salvation..

S———
paseses L e ac
-—""\‘""-"-l

| ' ere you may fee, that 1‘t:
: ?{efe Pf)“fa}r‘fiz %vhich .fomc.mf:nlcfc:[r:k
lfsd atly preach, that -'The;;ae. “pfﬁ Jres
llo'en' s Chrifts guftifymg 215 heﬁ 2
s falfe accufaions As when ¢
gainlt f - tel



116 The.One Thing -Necejfarj, 07y
tet:_ll t1):115:m, that again{l’ the accufation
O Dbeing finally Lmpenirent, Unbelievers
.;'Zt/:nwﬂ.verwd', Unholy, they ‘muft be ju:
Ftﬁed by their own " perfonal Repentarce

.cmh? Converfion and Holinefs, or not?
Iai;{il "’[‘ thely hgvc no fhift againft the

ruth, but t '

e of, o tell us, that we
Devil will biave fousething elfe to do
1% 4 Al th
Jalfly to accufe us. But gn th°, Cog;f
tl'ﬁry, ‘ )

1. Is not the Devil the Accufer o

the Brethren? and is he not the Ffathe{

(Of lics. Is not his Name Didbo!
falfe accufor? s Name Diabolus, a
2. Doth he not fet the wicked on

his work in this Life, falfly to accuft
‘the falthful, and their Fait}il and Du?
ty, that it may refle® on God bim-
felf? Yea, through the remnant of ig-
horance and Sin, Chrifts Servants top
oft falfly accufe one another, as un-
found, Erroncous, Heretical, & Yea.
darknefs caufeth good mens Confcien-

ces too often falfly to accufe them-

felves. And is it not Chrifts Office to
be the advocare of the joft# and in ju.
Hifying them to juftifie himfelf, and his
Caufe and Truthy Rom. 3. 45 26, And
| is
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no_[fuch  Suftification: The'
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lis it not much of the work of that

glorious day, tobring all hidden things
to light, and to juftific his caufe, and
Servants againft all the. falfe accofati-
ons that ever were brought againft
them? and’-thus to fhame all falthood
and unrighteonfnefs, and to judge the
World ‘in truth? - :

3. Was it not a falfe accufation that
Satan brought againft Fob? and did not
God very folemnly juftifie him againft
it? Is not Satans Kingdom upheld in
the World, by making men in all Na-
tions believe, that Believers are decei-
ved, faife Beljevers, and that Chrifts Ser--
vants are wicked, Hypocrites,  the -
Plagues and Troublers of the Earth? -
And "ig-there not a day to juoftifie
them againft all this? -

4. If we are not juftified againft-
falle -accufation, we are juftified a--
gainft nowe at all: For Chrift-will not
juftifie ws againft the Truth. It'is Ju-
{tification by Ples and Sentence that
we are now fpeaking of: Juftihcation
fometime fignifieth makins us jufr, and
fometime Fudoing and maintaining us
to be juft. The firft doth make an
unrigheeons and wngodly man  juft, by

con-
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converting. him, and giving him Re-

pardoning his Sins, and. giving. him
_right to the Heavenly - Inheritance:

This is our firft Conititutive Juftifica-
tion. But when God hath-thus ' made
us. juft by the merits of Chrifts Righ-
teoufmefs, 5 R
1. He wvirtuably by the Law of Grace

doth. pronounce us juft, and- this againlt
“the curfe of the condemping Law: of

innocency.

2. And. in. Fudgmens Chrilt as our

Advocate will (nqmmizz--psr k.

3. And- Chrift ourg‘j‘udgc,;willﬂ ]udg?(

us juft, againtt all that can be brought.
againlt us: .
fuch as never finmed; nor fuch as by
imputation of “his Righteonfnefs are by
God accounted never to have finned: noL.
fuch as never deferved dearh: But fuch:
as are wor to be condemmed to pain of
fenfe or lofs, but have right o the free
gift of Life Eternal, becanfe Chrife. for
them [arisfied Tuftice, and fulfilled all Righ-
seoufnefs, and merised all this for them,.
even Forgivencfs, Grace and Glory, and. .
vhey being -penment  Beltevers ‘have  part

422

But how far jut? Not

. M'a'ryi’s" Choice "%ﬁzﬁed.‘ 119

' ' i bi 1d  (incerely obeyed bi be
pentance: toward- God,. and: Faith to-_ in bim, and [incerely obeyed him o tn€
wards our Lord Jefus. Chrift ;. and-

Death.

And if it were. never fo true,; that
no actual falfe accwfarion would be- ur-
ged againit believers, yet is it true
that we fhall be juftified againft even
o virtual and poffible accufarion: And
where there is niot fo much as this, there
needeth o Fufrification by Plea, by Wit-

nefs,. or by Sensence: “

And if we are accufed to have been
Simners, it is not to be denyed; If it
be faid that our Sin deferved death,
it muft be granted: But if it be faid;

" 1. That we were finally. impenitent
unbelievers. o .
" 2. Or have no part in Chrift. |

3. Or had no pardon of Sin.

4. Or had no right to Life Eter-
nal. . A -

5. And therefore are to be condemn-
ed’ all this being falfe, Chrift will ju-
frific us again{t it; and againft all o-
ther. falfe accufation of Men. or De-
vils. ‘

Doét. Laft. Chrift “doth not only plead
bis own Rightconfnefs for Mary’s Fuftifica-
tion, but guskific ker choice of the better

| ~ party
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part, and decree that it (hall not be taken
from ber, R

I. Tndeed all the good that we have
is his own as the giver, though fome
be alfo ours as the aftors and poffeffomrs :
And Chrift will juftifie all that is of
himfelf : Nothing but good cometh
from Infiuite. good, or him that came
to deftroy the works of the Devil.
‘They that accufe our Grace or Duty,
accufe Chrift, his Spirit and his Law:
And will he not joftifie himfelf? ( But
of this before.) |

Il. He that praifeth his Servants Ho-
linefs and Duty, and will praife them
in Judgment, doth fo far juftific them.
Mat.29.Well done,goodand fasthful Servant !
Yea, he that calleth Erernal Glory, their
Reward, and the Crown of Righteoufnefs
given by God the rightcons Fudge, to fuch
a5 have fought a good fighty and fimfhed
their courfe,  and love the appearing of
Christ y and he that is the Author of
Eternal Salvation to all them that o-
bey him, and will judge all men -ac-

cording to their works, and pronoun-

ceth them Blefled that do his Com-
mandments, that they may have right

}
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to the Tree of Life, (2 Tim. 4.8, 9.
Heb. 5. 9. Rev. 22. 14, @'c.) doth fure- -

ly fo far juftifie this perfonal ebedicnce

and righteoufnefs of theirs.

But he juitifieth only againft falfe ac-
cufations; and not againft the charge
of culpable imperfection. And do they
therefore talk wifely that fay, It is no

Righteoufnefs, and no Juftification, be-

caufe it is #mperfect? Doth any wife man
pretend to perfonal perfect Righteou-
nefs ? And doth not God ‘many hundred
times in Scripture call that Righreon[nefs
and equivalent which is imperfet? And
will he juftific or fave any that hath no
fuch Righteoufnefs? Chrift was perfect-
ly righteous for us, to merit the pat-
don and Salvation of Believers, and the
acceptance of their imperfe&t Righte-
oufnefs ; and not to bring any to-Hea-
ven that hath no inherent perfonal
Righteoufnefs. ‘ |
There are fome that feem by their
arguing to think that fo much honour
as we give to our Holinefsand Duty,
fo much we take from Chrift, and to
praife his Saints is to difhonour him:
(And yet thefe men love and look for
praife.) But wile men will not believe
G that
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that the grestnes of the Gift is a dift
honour to the Giver, or the excellency
of the Houfe or Work adifhonour to the
Builder or Work-man, or the recovered
Health of the Patient a difltonour to the

Phyfician ; ¢lfe whata difhonour willows §

Salvation be to Chrift, when we are per-
fectly holy, without: Spot or wrinckle,
and have no Sim! It will be then by the
 Communicarion of his Holinefs ; as Motion,
Light and Heat is from the Sun ; and fo
it is now though, we are imperfect : God
accepteth, praifeth, and iz tantum pro-
portionably juftifieth our imperfect Righ.
teoufnefs for the {ake and merits of his
that was perfect.

I never met with any of this mind,
but if one accufe them -of lefs than Inf
delity, Impenitence, Impiety and Hy-
pocrihze, they will feek to juftifie them-
felves : And why will they juftifie
themfelves in that which God will
not juftifie them in? What Friend of
Chrift will not juftific the Generation
of the Juft, when Malignants call them
all defuded Hypocrites? and 1 know no
fober man but expeleth. that every
Judge thould juftific the wrongfully ac-
cufed and their Canfe. ol

. ]'
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Qbj. To juftifie 8 good Capfe s to
it the Perfon. L o .
”ﬂjffl;rffntr eunt£ue. Tt is not to juftific him
all Retpetts, but it is to juftifie hut
s to that Canf¢
Qbj. This i
Anfw. God doth more

bt before men. N
hate the cone

demning of the Juft than any man doth,

Qbj. This 15 but 4 to & particular Canfe,
widnov an woiverfal Fufitficasion.
Anfw, And the juttifying Qi’ a Belicvey
and penitent obediens Sans by his Faith, -
and Iepentance,, and Obedienice, IS buk
the jnftifying him in that particular
Caufe, which is the medium Of liis part
in Chrift ; the merit of whofe Righte-
onfnefs and Sacrifice procurcth the par-
don of all his Sins, and his right to the
free Gift of Life eternally, and fo fa__f
juftifycth him againtt the guilt of his
sin, and the Condemmnation of the Law.
" He that is not firlt made a penitent
‘Believer, and joftified againk ctiargable
Infidelity, Impenitence and E.iy’pocnﬁ.c,
fhall never be juttified by Chrift’s Merits
and. Sentence againft the Gurfe and Pe-
nalty of the Law. :
II}.( But Chrift
Mary and her 'Choge,
' 2

doth ot only jiffifie

bue decree that 3
- Qall
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Jhall not-be taken from ber. For,

1. He hath by his'Covenant given i}
‘bﬁﬁ and greateft things, and gtlﬁr:éx 2)1:
€ver to every nne that will but thank-

fully accept and choofe them.

2. And what he offereth’ and promi. §

feth he decreeth. |

3. And what he - e
feth he per foim;ihﬁlgcreeth and ‘promi-

For, who is it that fhould take it from

her, or from any Believer? Or
ﬁ:pam;s ns }l:r'om ¥lae I.,afz/ee;‘f' G’g’lg ‘whoﬂmﬂ
L. Not twe Malice of Sata
Believer fhould be favéf;l. If” éhéelge\lr]i(l)
éould deprive us of the Gofpel, or of
race, it fhould be furely done - If he
could have kept the World from beir
redeemed by Chrift, it had never beeg
redeemed ; if he could keep men uncon-

vinced, unconverted
he would furely do it and unpardoned,

2. Not any of his malignant Inffruments,

for God will not give them
make a godly man u%godly,‘ "ang(;;v: Ii)f:
vil hath no fuch power to give them.

3. Not the Envy of erroneons Zealoss
or uncharitable Hypecrites. The Prodigal
fhall not be turned out of Doors becalgl-fe
his elder Brother envieth his Eﬁterfain-

ment,

124 The One Tbiﬁé{\l\feée:”,‘,,]’_‘ or, ¥
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. 25

ment. The Envy of the Fews fhall not
hinder the Blefling of the Gemiles. Re-
folvedly choofe the beit, and you. fhall
have it. - o, - - . A

N .
.

- Y6e 1. O that all men would take
¥ this fure and neceffary dire&ion of Chrift
for the choice of their Comforts, Hopes

and: Happinefs: All men had rather be
happy. for ever, than. for a little while ;
and what elfe but Holinefs.and Heaven,
Chrift, Grace and Glory will be fuch a
durable Felicity 2 Will you choofe the
favour of great men, and hopes of Pre-
ferment and worldly Honours ; and can
youfay, that this fhall not be taken from
you ? Will you choofe Lands and Mg
ney, and the Profpering of your End&:
vours in growing rich; and canyou fay
¢hat thefe fhall not be taken from you ? .
Will you-choofe Mirth and Sport, and
flefhly Luft, and the pleafingof your Ap-
petitesand Faucies 5 and can you fay that
thefe fhall not be taken from you'? Muft
not Life it felf be hortly taken from you,
and therefore all the Pleafures of this
Life ? 1f thefe things be your Choice,.
| - G4z Chrifc
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| omft hath already foretold you wh
;_ b;x rgay expect,! Lsk, 12. 19, 20

: ”d ool,  this night fhall thy Soul ,lw" ‘
quired of thee, and then whofe (hall all,thef

things be which thow baft provided ? So is h

‘that layeth up Treafure for bimfelf, andi

‘mot rich torards God, And, L ;
.So‘n, ;emember that thon in th;l li}‘éht;r:; 27:2
:Z;/e 1&/? thy good things, and - Lazaru
ovi things; bur now be is comforted, and
hoi art tormented 2 Wherefore then d> yon
{pend money for that which isnot Rread an

your labour for thar which [ats

' r risfieth

wac;zzf@?z diligently to Chrift,f m;gefmt ’:3:4:
ch ts good, and ler your Soul delight -4t

o Jelf in fatnefs : Incline your Ear, and come

unto him y bear, and your Soul fhalllive ; anc
:;ee will make an wer;;ﬁing C o&n&n?i} }I?g
form;a“ with you, 1fa.55.2,3. Labour not
for tb e S’ood which pertfheth, bt for tha
w c‘rm wreth to cverlasting Life, which
o rift-will give you; Foh.6.27. Lay
o up for your felves Treafures on Earth
ere moth and rust doth corrupt, and where

. Thicves break through and Stealy but lny np

_ﬂfo:: 'i/om" felves Treafure in Heaven, where
b:;t l:rhm()tb nor rust do corrupt., nor Thieves
reak, throngh and fteal, Mat. 6. 19, 20

4 7 E ».

The time is fhorr, therefore wesp and rejoyoe ;

biy
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" it, and would have 2
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e the World as thongh

buy and.poffefs, and ufe
i){l did%tﬂnoft; for the fafhion of this Werld
pafferh away, 1 Cor.7.29,3%)
o5 the wicked who have thei
this life, inethe sreafure of
Plal. 17. 14
the Rufb thar growet
the Spider’s w
Ghost. Flefhwill
will fail you; B
failing Portion to 4
cheofe bim 3 ‘Plal. 73. 25
“here, you

31. O be not
r portion in
their Bellies,
For their bopes foon perifh_as
b but in the mire, and as
¢b, and as the givmg up of the
fail you, and the World
at God will be a never-.
1l that do but fincerely
26. 1f you drin
fhall thirft again, and if you
eat here, you fhall hunger again 3 but if
Chrift and his Spirit be your meat and:
drink, you fhall bunger and thir§t no more
for ever. leffed are they that bunger and.
thirit afier R hreonfnefs, for they hall be
[fatisfied. O do-not prophanely 11 fuch
a Birth-right for a Morfel; you fhall have
no better than you choofe ; fhew notyour
felves unworthy of cternal life, by pre-
ferring known vanity before 1t. If you
lolt Heaven becaufe you could not have.
Chrift and Holinefs,
but could not, your Cafe would not be
all fobad, as tobe the wilful refufers of
your QWi Salvation, and. lofé it becaufe

you would not have it.. Do not fay, We
G 4 wosl

T
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timesand perfons; 2 Tim.3.4. L?g,%% for
frat cari {hew: us ong Promife °ﬁ (i God’s
Ehe {aving of any that feek not It r l}lldt. 6
Kingdom, andirs Rightcoufuclty 7e6: -
33.and labournos I b’}y»r{g{ ‘God above the
o . 3nd loveth ‘ -
%jf)trhlgw ';n?f olinefs morethan the Plea
y il _ : :

11°¢ Sint y . ' . . < 1 N
B isbe ot o, where con fond.them.
difﬁ:rence between ic(llle. (J;L:‘)I}ilﬁ;algg fuch a.

ot perifh. - Won aBny, |
flril?fg:rléglcle?’in the World to come,if there.

were none here? Doth Chrift and his Spi--

i ' - noble a work in fanctif y:_«
in dg Iiﬁsq::cl)llacn"?o-? If one.may, l?c. )1;161321
g h’;ﬁlévétﬁ‘ one finfol Pleafure er
egt'iGod and Grace, and Glory, why
: 2;nﬁe tha’t loveth another, and .aréoGlutz ‘,
nr(:d all? If Fornication, Why.[lDOr - Glat-
?ony? If Gluttony, why not & Cove..

T, Drunk»em}e.{.'s,..‘_wh}:i n ¢ Cores.

?Su‘fﬁefs, and ' Ambition, 21; nz; L evilt
But Paul faith, Eph. 5. 6. Ltk s

cive you with va. words’y for wle of
czwc t)iln'nas cometh’ the wrath qf G‘WWitloour
tC'I:ﬁdren. “of DJy‘bbliie?zg’..d Aﬁg{) Vitba

olinels none. [hall.[eé Gody HED. 12. 14

%Z%ﬁ%ﬁ%t[bz ]£ith, Lord, Lord, fhall

. p Be-
< into Heaveny no, not thofe Be-
(hall enter into Hfﬂé"_ns’ 1O, liévers:
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- would be faved, if youwonld not be faved'
- from your Sin, and have that Holinefs.
and Communion with God which is yeur

-Salvation; and do not fay, we would

have God and Chrift, ang ‘Holinefs, if
the Pleafures of Sin feem better to you,.
and you choofe it firft : Yoy may as well
1ay plainly, We will have no God, no
Chrift, no Heaven, as fay, Webadrather
bave the Pleafures of Sin 5 and you may as
well fay /o, as choofe [0, and dofo. There
are fome deceived Libertines that think

zhat every good defire is the mark of a

juftified Soul, efpecially, if it be accom-

panyed with a willingnefs that Chrift’s

Righteoufnefs fhould juftifie them, and' .

a belief that it will do fo, though' they

love finful pleafure, profit and honour,
better than God and Holinefs, and Hea-
ven, and had rather have the Felicity of
an Epicure, than of a Saint. .

_ Bot Chrift himfelf hath judged contra-
rily: Hefaith, Hecannorbebis Difcsple thar
loverh any thing more than bim » Mat.to. Luk.
14.26.23. Aud he that will have this Pear]
of greateft price, muft think nothing too
dear, but fell all that he hath tobuyit;
Mat.13.46. Tobe Lovers of Pleafure more
than Loversof God,isthe brand ofthé worft

times.




Yevers that prophefied, and-did wonders,,
“and cast our Devils in Christ's Name, b
only they that do theWill of God = To.the:
reft he will fay, Deparz fromme, ye work:
ers of Iniguiry, I know you not,, o
- How oft is it faid,that all thall be judg-
ed according totheir works ? and Chrift {o
defcribeth his own Judgment, Azu. 24,
Can any Man believe ? Fam. 2. and 1 Fob.
3. and 4. Rom, 8.1,t0 14. Rom. 2. anda
multitude fuch Texts, and yet believe
that a bare belief that Chrift’s Righteouf-.
nef§ is imputed to us, will prove any one
juftified who loveth his Sin better than
God, Graceand Glory ; and confequent-
ly, that Chrift's Members differ but im-
putatively from the Children of the De-
vil 5 for wherein is a wicked man worfk
than the godly, but in this? He that loveth.
the World (more than God) the Love of rbe
Father is not in bim! Why, may not Life
- or Pleafurc feparate usfram the Love of God
if we love them better ?* Rom, 8. 38, 39,
Nay, he loveth not God at all in a pro-
per fence, who loveth him not as God ;,
and he Joveth him not at all as God, who.
loveth him not  as better than the plea-
fure of Sin, but only as a leffer good.
- Obj. Tolove God above all finful pleafure |

]
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is the frus and Zzpje:;:/}bof Gracey but the.
doth not reach fobigh.
/befdzzﬁ It’s true, if you call pr.epara.ttgy.
Grace that feed ; but fuch are in no juiti--
fied ftate 5 But it is not true if you [xtr.lgag\
by the feed any thing proper to a jultihed.
man, as all the Texts ore-cited fhew. o
Obj. What cmdtfg ﬂro;zlgfﬁ Christian a9
han love God above ail ? “
Wx‘!:z[ Among thofe that love God above:
all, and Holinefs more than Sin, there:
may be anhundred different degrees ;tqnc;
may love him fo much as to long a teltl |
him and delight in him, and contemn ah~..
vanities,and overcome temptations Iltimc .
more cafily: and effectually than others;,.
and another may do thefc more faintly,,
hardly, and with.lcfs.delgght. e D
Obj. Dosh David, Peter, and the hz[--
ciples that all forfookghraﬁ and fled, love him.
life as Juch a ttme. :
bet%z}{o? \J;Ve n<uft‘ diftinguifh between.

' the rational Will, or Love, and fenfitive

' it and the
Paflion. 2. Between the Habit an V
A&. 3. Between the ordinary courfe of:
Adtion, and a particular extraordinary.

Aé};%i tvs'rgakef_t; true juftified Chriftian.

oY ..above the Creature, and:
loveth. God:.ab i



- perfect Holinefs above finful pleafure. -

Nature. ) o |
2, And in the ordinary A& or ex-
ercife of his Rational Love: and deli-

berate cioice, and.the feeking endea-
vour of his Life.

3. But not alwayes with the moft paf-

fronate fenfitive Love.

4. And paffion ( of fear or creature-
Love) may in an extraordinary a:
both weaken the a&ivity of Rational
Spiritual Love, and bear down the ex-

- ecutive power: into outward conttrary
finful alts: But the predominancy of
the holy nature will fhew it felf, in
raifing the Soul from fuch a fall, and:
caufing it the more to hate and fear
the Sin. There is difference between
a fwoune and death, and between an In-
fant and an Image: And fo there was
between the falls of David, Lot, Peter
and a wicked man, that had rather
keep his Sin than leave it, and loveth
fuch pleafure more than God.

ponm—"

Ufe. 2. Be thankful then,.Ch-riftiéns,
for. that Grace of Chrift which caufed
| you

: -I .
Y
“
9
) .

1. As to the fixed Inclination and ha-.
bit of the Soul (which is the Ditine.
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ot to make the wifeft choice; even
%? that which is the real durable feli-
city, and fhall never be-taken from you.
-'#ad you chofen Houfes they might
have been plirnt:- Had you chofen wealth
or worldly thonours, they might all have
been taken: from you; yea all would
certainly have left you indiftrefs. Men
might have: taken away" your Eftates,
your Liberties, your Lives, but not your
God, your Chrift, your Heaven! They
may take away your Bibles, and other-
Books; but they cannot take away your
Grace: They may fhut you out of the
Synagogues, but not out of the love of
God : They may imprifon you, banifh
you, cut out your Tongues that you can
neither Preach nor Speak 5 but ftill your
onls mdy have Communion with God :
A Tertullns may call us Peftilent Fel-
lows and Seditious; Schifmaticks may
call us the Schifmaticks, and Hereticks
may call us the Hereticks, and Hypo-
crites may call us Hypocrites; but none
of them can make us what they call us.

o YT R e S
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- They may with fome (‘by Gods Per-

miffiort) take away the Repurarion of your .
Iiinocency,; but not your Jmmocency it felf.
When a mans food isbut on his Table
' _ 1t



) it may be taken from him ; -if i
in_his Stomack, he may cgﬁ_ itlflpbf gﬁz

into his {fubftance. Soma :
gﬁ;n a;;l Bié)lcs, and Chugcgezuggglg;

m you, but not the Law aj |

- which is written in your Hcarz;];,d ag’g {ggl

come a {piritual nature in you: What *

;I]’rli(umphant challenges doth St, Puwi
; ake, Rom. 8. 37,38, &c. Who [hall b
gainft us 2 Who [hall condemn us? Whap
"(;]“Iﬁ j;parate ut;c from the Love o:f God.
1e power of Men and Devil :
do it. Death it felf enemny fhall
] the laft ene
not do it. "He will diflolve Y hall
and lay onr Fleth in du? b daryome,
| €in in.doft and darknefs,
:n(cil take away fron_l us all the ple‘ar}flir.se,
?_ pofleflion of this World, but none.
1(1)5 %l}rfﬁl;;fﬂ %?;)d ! Ty}rant‘s may deprive
| ngs as they choof |
felves; but notgof th i e pom-
, , but at which
chofe_g! If the Devil had faid trﬁgre Jl,};;rte
4; ar;'l’ Luk, 3.6, 7. Al this power’iwll }
iﬁjé;ﬁ; andthe Glory of them, for thar is
acuered 1o m, and o whom I will I gix
zjt.;vé}ell'mxiht 'hqve faid alfo, FIrIZm {v‘%zo:
A il rare ut away? Byt fure he i ‘ho
glver. of ancc er. (\}lgry,;iénd thgré;o?g
cannot forcibly take them from'us. Nay,
3 2 . " y 2
by

7 éeOmwT bugNeceﬂhry, o}', B

it is fafer when it is digefted and turned

— st Tt

- Mary’s Choide I, ~1feil. ays
by taking Life and all from us, men fhall
kit haften our perfeét fruition of what
We choofe. Malice may fnerl, and rail
and flander; but cannot abate the Love
of the Father, the Grace of the Son, the, -
Communion of the Spirit, or deprive us
of expetted Glory. o
~ Let not then worldly fury think that
it hathundone usby taking away world-
1y things. They were nonc of our choice,.
nor our Truft, nor Treafure. If we
are true Believers, our Treafure, Heatt
and Converfation are in Heaven: Let
‘Thieves get in and Steal it thence if they
can. Papal Ufurpers may. pretend Peters
Keys to fhut out all thag-obey not theit
Domination; But while God is our
choice, and we fhut not out our felves.
from Heaven, they talk more to their
own hutt thanours, and cannever take
our chofen Treafure from us. o

ey

Ufe. 3. But if none can take it from-us,,
Let us not caft it away ‘our felves. All
that Men and Devils cando againft us, is
but by allurements, or fear orogher temp-.
tations, todeceive usinto felf-deftructi-
on, and to caft away that our {elves.
which none can take from us. Great-

difputes.
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difputes. we have about free-mill and per-
Jeverance 5 whether it be poflible to fall
away ? But it is paft difpnte with men
that believe the Word of God, thiat
we have fuch.Freedom, as. that Chrift,
and Gracc ‘and Glory are freély offered
to our accepting choice; and that he
that truly choofeth them fhall have them,
- and that all that choofe them not before
" that pleafure of Sin which is fet in com-
petition againft them, fhall never have

them-; and that it's juftfo far poffible-

.. or impoffible to fall from Grace, asit is
- pofiible or impoflible for the Will of one
that hath Grace to, change: So far as
your ferious chgicg continueth, you per-
fevere; and fd? r asyou change it, you
lofe your Grace. While you plead for the
impoffibility of the ill changing of your
own wills,. confute not your felves by
© your actual change: But when you feel
them .again pleafed with the forbidden
things of the Fleih and World, and your
appetite to.holy pleafure groweth dull
and cold, me thinks you fhould per-
ceive that .z your felves there is no . im-
po_ﬁlibility*'F of a change: If there be
any, it isout of you, in God: And no
~doubt but. a change of his decrce ar;ﬁ
will.
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vill is impoffible. Al the doubt is, whe-
méli'lsl:? It)lavedec're'ed that no Gracious

“will fhall change. It is certain that be-

i mutable in our felves, that
:;v]g c%ul‘ilerggt perfevere were we left to
our felves, we are all under many ar}gd
great obligations, to keep our Jelvesin the.
Love of God, Jude 21 and to continue in
the Love of Chrift, Joh. 15. 9.” And we.
have need of Commands to abide in
Chrift, and be'in us, Joh.15.4. And nee;ll‘
of threatnings of deftruction if we fa ‘
away, Joh. 15. 6. If a man abide not in-
me, be iscaft forth as abranch, andbis wi-.
thered 5 and men gather them, and cast taem

into the fire, and they are burnedy 1 Cor..

$0.12. Lét bim that thinketh be standeth
take 'heed lest be fall. Heb. 4. 1. Let us
fear lest a>promife being left of encering in-
t0 bis rest, ailiof you fhonld feem to come
frors of i And all. Gods threatnings.
| are(thefdbjéi’(;sszf oar belief and fear,
Heb. 10. 26,’2?7;-'29’, 38. If we fin wilfully

* after the knowledge of the Truth, there re-.
. maineth no move Sacrifice for Sinsy but a

' cpectation of Fudgment, and
certain fearful expettarion of Fuagment, ana
fiery imggmtion which dévoureth the adver-

aries = Qf ho b, forer punifhin ,
{5724’, ye [bj‘:ll bebe thought worthyp, ‘who hath

bow, $huch forer pum'ﬂ;pz{&;zf. [y -

trodden.
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trodden under foor the Son of God, and bath
counted the blood of the Covenant wherewish
he was fantificd an unboly thing, and done

defpight to the Spirit of Grace, ~— If any

draw back , my Soul [ball-havke no pleafure

#n bim : Which is the fame,With Ezeh,

33« 18. When the Righteous turneth from
his Righteonfne[s he [oill die, & 18, 24.

Yea, God feeth it meet to give usthe
' Comforts of the faithful fHll conditio-
nally 5 Rev. 2. & ~3. To bim thar over-
cometh, &c. He thar endnreth 10 the end
foall be faved. Col. 1. 21, 22, 23. If ye
continue in the Faith, and be not moved a-
way from the hope of the Gofpel,

All this tells us, that notwithftanding
Gods unchangeable decree, the care and
dligent labour to perfevere, is om dnty,
and that falling away mult be onr fear,
and that there is no fuch impofiibility
as excludeth this care and fear: "And that
fo far as it is impoffible to fall away,
fo far it is impoffible not to fear fal-
- ling away, with a preferving watchful
fear: And how far a known smpo|[ibility
is the objec? of duc fear, 1 leave to fur-
ther confideration.

God hath put us into the hands of
Chrift, in whofe care and trufk is l?mf‘

chief

", por Devils, Life

- Mapy’s Choice Justified.” ™"
chief fecoricy verance and Salva-
o ‘ogaol::ztir? furpzfv{;?n hands than in any
‘It‘lt‘:l)\ne’m and fo far that if we donot u%{
2’&0 our feltes by wilfiul and ﬁmél &eggf |
or refufalsofoffered Grace an C;'ri(};,”
" are fafe. Choofe Chrift as ¢ it
'wed"God as God, choofe Grace and : g
oy before all the Vanities of the \’\{orf ’
ryd before all the pleafures of Sin '26
-anfeafon and ftand to this choice p&l >
:he end, exprefling it in faithful WMgn
rious endeavours, and then.neither Met
or Death, fhall take

wre from you.
yogbih?{jfngﬁgfgep up a refolved Zh?c;
of 'God.., and Holinefs an Hgﬂvez:&i 01:2 , éf‘ |
camo J: conft‘dntlgni'ig q;’r;z’f,itt ;na ]Honour‘,'
ﬂfﬁgj %ﬁ%ﬁ: Tfor the time preferred. od
¥ Anf. The worft man would have Go

ive him the
nd Heaven fo far as to give e
?lggres of his Flefh, and kcqp‘k;;mng;oxg )
all pain and mifery: But is

But he hath alfo erofted

~ plain. contradiction, to fay in proper

hat 15
peect Id have God as Gody that 15y
iI;GZE?; Ibu:v;“would have plmfznt_Va;z:t%;
as berver 2 1 can eafily love my Wife

ing Harlots
Wife, but. I cannot forbear loving besser?



better 2 ¥ can vefolve for temperance, bur 1
cannot refolve againft Glustony and Drun-
kennefs 2 I anf refolved. for Truth, but nor
?Mnj} Lying. Juft fuch is that,. to re-
olve for God and Holinefs,"but not a-

‘gainft the Pleafures of Sin which alie-
‘nate the Heart from God. ‘ ‘
Obj. But how doth aman choofe God ana

Flolincfs in_the hour of bis Sin, when be is

choofing forbidden pleafure ?

_ Anf. The ac of Sinis not a choofing
God and Holinefs, but fomewhat that
is contrary : -But every a&t of the will
- ~which is againft God and Holinefs, is
- not a rejecting of them, or a retralt-
-ing of eur choice, norinconfiftent with it ;
-but perhaps only an intetruption of the
exercife and an abatement of the degree ;
* Play-fellows may draw-a Child to difobey
a Farber for love of play, and them,

when yet he doth not forfake his Father,

nor love them better ; but only forgets
liim, or abatethdcfive through: the di-

verfion of the Sport.

Qu. What is 1t that is onr Dutyin or-
der to the unchangeablenefs of our own Wills
and Choice ? ~ .

Anf. 1. Truft not your felves too far:
The will goeth not againft the minds

appre-.

-

- ™, 3
}’\\ "
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. ~Mary’s Choice Fuitified. :

apprehenfions ; . and a mans mind is a
very dark, weak, mutable thing: What
a Temptation, ~or a fubtil Wrangler
or Argument, or a new thought may
do upon us, we do not well know.: Pre-
fumption feldom efcapeth danger. A’
wife man feareth and departeth from.
evil: Confidenceinyour own underftand- .
ing, goodnefs and {tability, is the prog-
noftick of backfliding. ~

2. Away from the Temptations which
do moft ftrongly allure the flefh: To be
over-pleafed with things temporal and
fenfible, turneth the Heart from things
Spiritual and Eternal.  To defire a more
pleafing condition to the flefh, isto de-
fire ftronger Temptations, and greater
danger. to the Soul. | S

3. Think much and ferionfly on the
great and certain things which firft
converted and refolved your Wills:
They are the fame, and as good nowas
they were then, and you fhould know
them better. - A man that loveth and
choofeth rationally, knoweth why he.
doth it: ‘And the fixing and renewing
of your knowledge and belief; is it that
muft fix- your Love and Choice. The -
greateft things forgotten do not affeé&k
us,. . 4 Flat
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4 Flatter not your felves with the.

hope of living long on. Earth, and loek

pet at Death and the following Life

as a great way off. The power of temp-
~ ting Vanities lyeth in mens hopes of
long enjoying them.: To a man under
~ the fentence of prefent death, they have

little power. And the beft things that
feem far off, do not much and pewer-
fully affe us. Live therefore as dying
men, and you will have themind and
choice of dying men.

§. See that your Meditations and Be-

lief be pradtical, and'brovght clofe to the

Heart: And take not bare thinking of
God and Heaven as enough, but know
that holy thoughts fall fhort of their ufe
and end,if they come not to the Heart and
Life.” It is not the Speculative difpu-
ting Chriftian that hath the fixed Wilt

‘and Choice, unlefs he be alfoa hearty

adtifing experienced Chriftian : He that
K;th g heavenly heart and converfation,
and hath felt the power and fweetnefs
of things fpiritual, will hold them faft;
when bare hear-fay -and opinion will let
them go. .

Faith and Prayer, upon the Love of the
| | Father,

6. Dependin the conftant exercife of - |

SRR IR AN Gt B b Al 1 o ot SO (oMM L A 1
LEOUAN &

Mary’s Choice Fupified.
Father, the Grace of the Son, and the

Communion of the Holy Spirit, and

feek to.pleafe God as your greateft plea-

fure, and o’ live by the Faith of the Son

of God, that you may fay it is Chrift
that liveth in you, Ga4l. 2.19,20. And
then none can take you out of his hands,
nor feparate you from the love of God,
Rom, 8. 38, 39. nor take your chofen
portion from you,

In a word, that your choice may be
unchangable, youmuit firmly truft to the
unchangable promife of the unchangable
God, for the unchangable Kingdom,, as
purchafed by Chrift, and our title feal-
ed by his Spirit: The World and the
Flefh muft be crucified, dead and- buryed
to you by the virtue of his Crofs beligv-

ed, and you muft be rifen with him. te

a heavenly mind, a3nd hope, and converfa-

5,

tion: Every weight muft be laid by, and

~ the fin which doth fo eafily befet us, Heb.

12. . And we muft not leak back to-the

forfaken world behind us, but prefs fop-

ward for the prize unto the Mark, Phil.
3. Looking ftill to Jefus the Author and

finifher of our Faith, who for the joy -

1437 %

j

that was {et before him endured the crofs

and defpifed the thame, and is fet down

at




ey
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at the right hand of the Throne of God :
Wemuit confider him that endured firch
contradiction of Sinners, left we be wea-
1y and faint: We muft count nothing
dear to us that we may finifh our courfe
- with joy ; and muft know by faith rhar
or Labour is not in vain in the Lord, if we
would be fedfaft and unmoveable, alwaies
abounding n the work_ of the Lord, 1 Cor.
15. §8. Wemnft ferve God acceptably, with
- reverence and godly fear; as for a Kingdom
which cannot be moved; and all this in
~dependance on the Grace of Chrift, Heb.
12. 28. Confiderate men know by fenfe
~and experience that this world is Vani-
ty and Vexation: If we know alfo by a
living conftant Faith, that a better world .
of holy joy is the near and certain por-
tion of the faithful, it will fix the will in
a refolved choice, and we fhall not be
like prophane Efaz that fold his Birth- |
" right for one morfel; and the Living
Eternal God will be eternally our Life

and Joy, to whom all the Blefled with’
‘Chrift fhall give Glory and Praife for ever.

- Amen.

FINTITS

i
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