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, Now Judge of
Alsife in this Gireuit.-, .
My Lord, L
@g@b\g@ NN 08/d my excnfe have fas

T 72 Hisfyed you , this Sera
& V?‘}Tz;/é mon had been confined to
P L)

NPy

IR the Auditory it was pre-
98t pared for 1 1cannot exs

R pect that it [hould find
that Candor and favony
with every Reader o a5 it did with ths
Hearcrs. - When it muft [peak to AU, the
gnilty will hear, and then it will gall, In-
nocency is patient in hearing arepralf, and

charitable in the interpretation 5 but Gailt
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- [eed of a life everlafiing,

The »Epiﬁle Dedicatory.

will fmars and guarrel, and sfuily

make afault in him that findeth ose 1
Vhem, . Tet 1 confeft this isbut 4 poor ju-
fifroation of his filence,that hatha Call to
fpeak.  Both my Calling and 1his Ser-
mon wosld condemn wme, if on [uch
growsds I [bonld drasw back: Bt my Back-
wardne[s was caufed by the reafon
which 1 then tendvedjonr Lord-hip as Y
excufs, viz. Becanfe here is nothing but
what is common, and that it is in as com-
mon and bomely 4 drefs.  _and 1 hope we
néed ok fear that our labours aye dead, un-
lefs the Prefs fhall give them life, " we
bring not Sexmons: to Church, asywe ds 4
Corps for aburial +If there be life in them,
and life in the Hearers , the connaturality
will canfe (ach an amicable clofure , thas
through the Reception, Retintion, and ope-
ration of the fonl, they will be the immortal
But yet fecing

~ the Prefs hath 4 louder woice 1hen mine,
and thE matter in band is of fuch exceeding
wecefsity, 1 [hall not refufe upon fuch an

in-

The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Invitation | t0'be & vemembrancer 1o the

the world,of 4 Doctrine and duty of fuck-
high cencernment: thongh they have heard
is never [ooft before. Seeing therefore
Lmuft prefent thas now vo your eyeswhich I
dately prefented 1o your cors, 1 fbhall take the
boldnefs to add one word of Application in
this Epiftle, which I thonght not feafonable
to mention in the firft delivery s and thar
fhall be to your Lordfbip and all othersin
Yyourprefent cafe, thas are elected members
vf this expeited Pavliament. Be furetore-
member the intereft of your foveraign, the
&reat Lord Proseétor of Heaven and Earth:
And a3 ever you will make hins 4 comforta-
ble accomps of your Power Abilsties, and
Opportunities of [erving him , fee tha you
prefer his interefl before sour own, eor
any mans on earth.  1f you go wot thither
as fens by Him , with a firm refoln-
tion to ferve himfirfl, you were better i
at home : forges not that he hah laid
claim toyou , and 10 all that you have, and
all that youcan have | and all that you can
da




The Epiftle Dedicaroty,

Ao 1 am bold with all pofsible carneffnefs. to
entreat you ; yeaas Clriffs Minifier 1o ye-
guireyonin his Name, 10 fludy and remem-
- ber s étgﬁnf{: and interefty and fee. that it
“hawve the” chief place in all your confultati-
0ns s Watch againft the incroachments of
yosr owis carial interefls confult not with
< ﬂe/]) aird blood | por give 1 the hearing
when it (bull offer you its adwice. How [ub-
tilly will 1t infinwate | hew ampertipately
will it urgeyon, how certarnly will 1t mary
allyifyoudowot conflamtly and refolvedly

watch ! 0 how bard. but how happyis it 10
conquer this carnal {elf : Rewemb:y flill
that you are not your own, that you have
an wifeen Mafler that muft be pleafed who-
ever be difyleafed, and anunfecy Kingdem

10 be obtained | and an invifible fond 1har
roult be fuved, though all the world be loff
Fixyour.eye il on him that made and
redecmedyon, . and uposi'the ultimate end of
your Chriftian racey and do nothin 7 wilful-,
by, unworthy fucha Mafter | and [uch an.
end.

Often renew your ﬁ!f—reﬁgﬂation,
' an

e

A
‘ :

“** TheEpifle Dedicatory.

“dnid devote your Jelf to him s (it clofesap biis

- worky and be fure that it be-His; both.inithe

cMattery ard in your lntent. If Go#- -

feicnce [hould: at anytime ask , ( Whofe
work are you now doing ? Jor 4 man
Abould pluck you by the flecve, and (ay, (Sir,
Whole Caufe are you now pleading 2.)

- See that you havethe anfwer of 4 Chriftian

at hands deliy not Gods sork ill you haue
done your own, or any ones elfe : Vo'l beff
Jecare the Common-wealth and your own
ntereft , by lovking firft o His. By negle-
Eling this,and being carnally wife.ve bave
wheel'd about [0 long in the Wildernefs,and
boft thofe advantages ag ainft the Powers of
Darknefs, which we know not whether we
Jball ever recover again. It is the great
aftonilbment of (ober men, and not the leaft
reproach that ever was caff on our holy Pro-
fefsion,to think with whas Keal for the
work of Chrift, men feemed to be animated
22 the beginning of our difagreementss and
bow deeply they did engage themfelves to
him in- folemn Vows ,” Proteffations , and
b . | Cove-
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- The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Cowenants; & whas advantages carnal felf
hath fince gos,and turned the fIream another

way ! [oshatshe famemen have fince been
the inflruments of our culamity in breaking

n picces, and difhonouring the Churches of

Chrift s yea and gone [0 neer 10 the taking
down (as winch as in them gy ) the whole
Miniftry that fand approved in the Land :
O do not bytrifling, give advantage to the
Tempter to defiroy your work andyou toge-
sher. Take warmng bythe fad experiences
of what is paft s beflir you fpeedily and
vigoraofly for Chrif},as knowing your oppo-
firson and the [hortne(s of your time:Blefled
is that fervant whom his Lord when
he commeth fhall find fo doing, If
208 ask me wherein his intereff of Chrift
dothy confiff 2 1[ball 1ellyou bus in a fow
snqueftionable particularss 1, 1n the main,
that truthy, godlinefs, and honefty, be conn-
tenanced and encouraged, and their con-
traries by all fit means fuppre(fed, 2. In
erder 10this, that ugworthy men be vemo-
ved from Magifiracy and Minifiry, azd
o te

The Epiftle Dedicarory.
the fldces [upplyed with the firteft that can
behad.. 3.T hat 4 competent maintenange
may be procured where it is wanRsing efpeci-
ally for Cities and grear Towns, where more
Teachers are (o neceffary in Jome proportion
20 the number of [ouls, and on which the
Country dothy (o much depend. Shall ¢n age
of [sch bigh pretences to Reformation, and
Real for she Churches, alienate fomuch,and
then leave them deflitute and fay, Itcane
w0t be had ? 4. That right means be ufed
with[peed and diligence, for the healing of
our divifions and the uniting of all the true
Churches of Chrift ( it leaft in thefe Na-
tionss and O that your endeavours might be
exsended much further ) to which “end I
Jhalk mention but thefe imo means of moft
wz'_dmt necefssty. Y. That there be oxe
feripture-Creed, or confefsion of Faith,
agreed on by a general affembly of able Mi-
wifiers duly and freely chofen bereanto,
which (ball contain nothing butmatter of

- evident Necefsity and Verity, This will

[erve y, Fora T eff 1o the Churches, todif-
- cern




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

cdr'n’;/:éfo‘rmd"‘P}véﬁ]] 0rs from the nnfonnd

(s 1o the;

whom they mu reject. 2. For aTeft to

the Magiflrate,of the Orthodos: to be envoy.

raged; and of the ntoller ably Heterodox,

whichi: [eems is intendedin the 37. Arti--

cle ef the late formedGovernment ywhere all
1hat will have liberty, st profefs ( faith
i1 God by Tefus Chrift Yywhichin a Chyi-
fravt feufe muft comprehend every true
Fundamental, or Artscle of our faith: And}
#0 doubt it is nat the bare [peaking of thofe-
werds, it an wichifbian fenfe thatis in--
ended s O Asif a Ranei fhould (ay,:
that-hihfelfis God, and bis mate 15 ?efm‘
Cb)‘}/l_’g‘u):‘-w‘, SR o o
"3 Thas there bea publique offabl ﬂ)mm'.t"
of the neceffary. liberty of the = hurchey, 1o’
wieet iy"'g/;?eir"*t\)fﬁéer}’ and Delegates i
alt it oxcafions, n zrﬂ L‘wb/z'c*; [maller or
Grehtey. ( even National when it is necef-
fary )V Scéing withost fuch affociations and
COmk: {37y 18 affemblics,theunity aud mn;
e cor

b

r doctrine Y and to know them
with whom they mayclofc as Brethren, and -

~ The Epiftle Dedicatory.
Cord of the Churches s 7ot liketo be miain-
tarned. 1excludy yo; the Magifts ates ip- .
! S
terefl or overfighy, 1o fee that they do ot
tranfgre(s ihir bounds. As yon love
Chrift,and bis Chuych 4nd Gofpel,and meus

Joulsneglect nor thefe unquefironable JOinls -

of b intereft, and make them your firft and
chiefeft onfinefs; andler poye be preferved
before him, 11l yen know them to fe of moie.
atthority over you and bester friends 1 you
then Chrifl ic” Shonig therebe any amon
yot that cherifty 4 [rcres Root of Infidelity,
after f, Hehyretciees 1o 1he Pureft Chriftiani-
tyy and are <ialoyg of Chriftleft he fhontd
OVEr-10p them,and ao fet yp 4n 1utercft in-
confiftent wirh jjs foveraiginy, Gtherenpon
grow jealous of 14e liberties & Jower of his.
Miniflers, and of 14 481ty and flrength of
bis Chureh . and 1hink it thesy beft policy -
20 keep undey s Miniffers; by hindcring
them from the Exercife of their office and
10 foment divifions, and binder ony I:iiiﬂﬂ
t/lf-’f_ they may haye partics ready to [er-vc3
their ends : ['yould 70t beinthe Cafe of

[uch
.




TheEpiftie Dedicatory.
[ich men, when God arifesh tojndgethem,
for all she Cromns and Kingdoms.on earth!

: . L
1¢ they (tumble on this ftone, it wil break
t{;cmez'y;ieces’: bus if it fall upon them, it .
will grind them 1o pewder. They may fecm -

0 prevail againft bim a while when their

A (sceefs 41 but aprofperous felfldg.-. .
ﬁ;ﬁ;::{eg j Zua wrark the end, when bis wrath

2 kindled, yea, but 4 bittle: and when thefe

bis encemics that wouldnot be [hould raigee

wer them, are brought forsh and deftroyed .
23;&:;2 Zl”m , thenthey will be conuinced of -

" the folly of their Rebellion : in she mean..

j :(dom be juftified of her Children,
"mx; nlizgrd, § h]ad n@t tranbled you with
fo many swords, had 1not judged it probabi¢
that many more whovs they comcern may-

perfe shem.. I remain,

“.§ "% our Lordfhips Servant inthe
o .. Warkof Chiift,

Augsf 5. " Rich- Baxter-
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A Sermon of the Abfolute Dox
minion of God-Redeemer; And the
neceflity of being Devoted and
- Living to him.

1 Cor. 6. 19,20.

— ¢ are ot your oWn, for ye are bought
with a prif, therefore glorifie Godin your bodyy
and in your [piric s which are Gods.

@\ Bndamentals in Religion are the
life of the fuperftruure. Like
Y the Vitals and Naturals in the
NS body , which are firlt neceffary

SN for themfelves,and then alfo for
the quickning and nourifhing -of
the reft : there being no life or growth of the
inferiour parts, but what they do receive from'
the powers of thefe; its buta dead difcourfe
which is not animated by tiiefe greater Truths,
what ever the bulk of :t};matexials" fhay c%il;}




(2) : T (3) _
~ e epetition therefore of dicate the brain and heart , for the curing of
ﬁﬁ of. _The ﬂegaebr‘:i ;spfrcquent preaching.; fenflefs Paralytick members, or the inogrd:.
thefe, i# a; exr'claufeate itas loathfome batto- nate Convulfive morions of any hearers. have
And chey; e Novelty better then Verity, and the warrant of the Apoftles example in my
Jogte, do.(;]vc ords to pleafethe fancy, rather 9 Texte. Among other great enormities in.the
playing wit wm Chriftto favethe foul. And Church of Corinth, he had thefe three to
[hﬁ.n.cmﬁng[wlt ardt of the cure in moft excer- | reprehend and heal: Firff their fidings and
as it thde't’]’mt"opcotroborace the vitaland na- divifions occafioned by fome fa&ious felf-feek-
nal maladies which then will do the work ing teachers . Secondly, their perfonal conten-
cural pOWCFS isit the moft effeGual courfe for tions by Lawfuites, and chat before unbelieving
thcm(a]vesf; O~lctcular mifcarriages in mens lives, Judges. Thirdly, the foul fin of fornication,
the cur® 0 ;;ax : ain work of grace upon their. which fome among them had faln intojthe greac
to further ! \lfi r:,le make men beteer Chriftians, curc which he ufeth to al) thefeand more efpe-
peartsl‘-d Sgim::h to make them begger Magi- cially co the laft, is the urging ofthefe great
itwo '

iinoffes, Sub= . foundation Truths, swherea! is in the word

lors, Jurers, Witngges, oundation Truths; whereo oncsinthe words

g‘crg:s Nflgll]]%ﬁrse’ecj And this muoft be done before my text ; viz. the Right of the Holy
Jeet, D

imprefs of thofe vitall Truchs, ! G4 s the other in the words ofmy Texr
by the de‘epedrixl1n£lci‘1 exhibited, which are ad- which contains firft, A denial of any l}ﬁghtof
and he L;;OO&S\OF our vital graces Could we propricty ifi themfelves. Secondly, An afferc-
&quate ob.¢ ind up the fpring of faith,and fo - | j10 0p cp in propriety in them. Thirdly, the
help yob mﬁw(l} wheel of Chriftian Love’, we proof of this from his purchafe; which is his
move the d _r“he readieft and fureft meansto Title. Fourthly, their duty concluded from the
friould fn f‘ ior wheels of duty. The flaws and . former premifes ; which is ro glorfie God, and
move the i er'ohswithout do fhew thatfome- i ppae iin b whole man; with the fpirit 4
irregular m-(;u vithin; which ifwe could reci- <. becaufe God is 3 fpirit, and foaths hypocrifie ;
thing 1 a’-mg Stl:e cafier mend the reft: T (hallfup- * " wirh ehe body, whicl: is particularly mentioned,
ﬁc; wt;r::]r:egfotrc. that I need no more apologie for ' g0 e feems chey were encouraged to forni-

ofe o

P bje& at fucha feafonasthis, 00 by fuch conceits, thar it was buc an a&t of
chufing fuch a fu Jeet aft. AndifI me- *he ficth,and not of the mind 1d therefore ag
then for bringing bread to a fea Totes i, Fa inde, an r,hb:




(4)
they thought the {maler fin, TheA poftles words
from laft to Firft,according totheorder of In-
tention, do exprefs, firft mans cuty, to glorifie
God with fouland body , and not to ferve our
Iufts ! Secondly, the great fundamental «bliga-
tion to this duiy, Gods dominion or propriety.
37, The foundationof that -Dominion, Chriits
purchafe ;according tothe order of execution
from firlt to laft, thefe three great fundamentals
-of our religion , lie thus. Firtt Chrifts purchafe.
Secondly,Gods piropriety thence-atifing. Third-
ly, maris duty, holly to glorifie God , arifing
from both The argament lies thus. They thac
are not their own, but wholly Gods, fhould
wholly glorifie God, aud nat ferve their lufts 2
but you are not your own, but wholly Gods:
thercfore'you fhould wholly glorifieGod & not

" ferve your lufts, The majoris clear by the com-

mon light of nature. Every one (hould have the
ufe of their own. The Minor is proved thus.
They that are bought with a price are not their
own, but his that bought them ; but you are
bonght With 4 price: therefore, &c. For the
meaning of the - terms briefly : [ ézvrav ]
wefbri, as the vulgar ; vefri juris, asBesa and
others ; ismoft fitly exprefled by our Englifh-
[ 'your own ] [ yeare bought: Ja Synecdeche
gentris, faith Pifeator ; for [ ye are redecred ]
[ with a price”] Thereis no buying without a

price:

price: This therefore isan Emphaticall Pleonaf~

2

————

(5).

mms as Beza,Pifcator and others:as to fee with
the eyes, to hear with the ears : Orelfe [ a
price Jis put for [a great price Jas ("alvi,
“Peter Martyr, and Pifcaror rather thinks :
And therefore the Vulgar adds the Epithet
[magno]& the Arabick[ pretiofo Jas Seza niotes;
as agreeing to that of 1 Per. 1. 18. I f{ee not
but we may fiipofe the A poftle to refpect both
the purchafe and the greatnefs of the price ;as
Grotius and fome others do, [ Glorifie God ]
that is by afing your bodies and fouls wholly
for him, and abftaining from thofe lufts which
do difhonor him. 1he Vulgar adds [ & por-
tate ] a. d. beare God about inyour hearts,
and “let his fpirit dwell wisth you inftead of
{uft. Butthis addition is contrary to all onr
Greek Copies. Grozius thinks that fome Copies
had [ gearir 0:0v Jand_thence fome unskiful
feribe did put{ 4 - 7+ Jhowever it feems that
reading was very antient, when not only 4u-
fin, but Cyprian and Tertallian followed it,
as Beza noteth. The laft words [ and in your
{piritwhich are Gods ] are out of all the old
Latiz Traflations, and therefore its like outof
the Greek, which they ufed : But theyareim
all the prefent Greek Copies, except our 44.5.
2s alfo in the Syriack-and Arabick verfion.
The refflof the explication [hak follow the
| B3  Dollyines




_ . (6

Doltrinesy which are rlaZ/e.

%ﬂi{i 1. Weare bought with a price,
Loct.2,Becaufe we are bought :0,we are not
ourbougl, but his that bought us. ’ '

o¢t. 2. Becaufe we are not our

' ow

bgﬁlw[?ody Gods! therefore we mult ot fcr:e’
j(-)it .'u s, but glorifie him in the Body and Spi-
bf,thnjghefe thrce‘ conclufions is the fubftance
¢ lext; which 1 fhall firtt explain, and

then makc apphcariOn f .
*the Apoftle here doth. of them in that order as

The Points that need e '

_ : pl.cation ave thefe,
bl:xrﬁ,_ in whac. fenfe we are faid tgfebc
W(;]ught> with a price > who bought us ¢ and of

ng .dand trom whart ? and with what price ?
- econdly , How we are Gods own upon the
itle of this purchafe,

;éll;r?llly f,V}\i“(])w we are not olr own.
ourthly. Whatitis to glorifie God in ¥
anlgi_}x;]lSplrichon this accougnr. e GodinBody

tkehty, Who they be that on this
or may be urged to this ducy, *groundare
bfxigéi?r the ﬁ;ﬂ of thefe,whether buyirg here
. roperly ically, T wi
el cnqu?re.p y or Metapborically, I wil] not
Firft, mankind by fj '
Firft, y fin became guilty of deat!
liable to Gods wrath, and a ﬂav% to )Satmfi;[:d'

his own lufls. The fentence in part was paft

and - exccution begun, thereft would have
followed,

(7) : :
followed, ifnot prevented. This isthe bond-
age from which we are redeemed. -

Secondly. he that redeemed us, is the Son of
God : himfelf God and:man ; and the Father
by the Son. Aé&s 20.28. He purchafed us With
bes own blood, ' ‘

Thirdly, the price was the whole humiliati-
on of Chrift ; in the firft alt whercof (his incar-
nation ) the Codhead was alone , which by
humbling it felf, did fuffer reputatively, which
could not really : Inthe reft the whole per-
fon was the fufferer, but fiill the humane nature
Really, and the Divine but Reputatively. And
why we may not add as part of the price.the me-
rit of that obedience wherein his fuffering did
not confift , Iyer fee not. But. from whom
were we redeemed ?

. Anfw. Erom Sasan by refcue againft his will :
From Gods wrath or Vindi&ive juftice by bis
own procurement and confent. He fubflituted
forus fucha facrifice, by which he could as
fully attain the ends of his righteous Govern-
ment, in the Demonftration of his juftice and
hatred of fin, asif the finner had {uffered him-
felf. And in this found fenfe.it is far from being
an abfurdity | as the Socinian dreameth , for
Godl to fatisfie his own Fuffice, or to buy ns of
bimfelf : or redeem us from himelf,

2. Next let us confider , how we are Gods




apon the Title of this purchafe. By[God ]
here ismeant both the Son, who being God,
hath procured a right in us by his Rede mption;
and alfo che Father , who fent his son,and
redeemed us by him , and to whom it was that
the Son redeemed us Rev. 5.0, Zhou baft re-
deemed us to God by thy Blood. In one word, ic
1s God as Redeemer, the manhood alfo of the
fedond perfon included, that hath purchafed
this right. Here you muft obferve. that God
as Creator had a plenary Right of propriety
and Government,on which he founded the Law
of works that then was.  This right he hath
not loft : Our fall did lofe our Righe in him,
but could not deftroy his rightin usaBecaufe it
deftroyed our right, therefore the promiffory
part ofthat Law was immediately thereupon
diffolved , or ceafed through our incapacity
(and therefore Divines fay, that as a Cove-
nant it ceafed ) but becaufe it deftroyed not
Gods Right, therefore the prec ptive , and pe-
nall parts of that Law do ftill remain. But how.
remain 7 In their ‘being : but not alone, or
without remedy. For the Sonof God became
a facsifice in onr ftead ; not that we might ab-
folutely, immediately, or ip/a faits, be fully de-
livered, orthat any. man fhould a4 ipfa hoft iz
fromithe very facrifice ds made, - have a right
to the great benefits of perfona)l, plenary Re-
V7 Cconciliation

(90) .
conciliation and Remiflion, and everlafting
life ; but thatthe necedlity of perithing through
the unfatisfiednefs of juftice for the alone of-
fences againft the Law of works being remo-

- ved from mankind. they mighe all be delivered

upto him as Proprietary ¢~ Zeflor, that he
might rule them as his redeemed ones. and make
for them fuch new Laws of grace, for the
conveyances ofhis benefits | as might demon-
ftratethe wifdom and mercy of our Redeemer,
and be moft fuitable to his ends. The world is
now morall; dead in fin, though naturally alive,
Chrift hath redcemed them, but will cure them
by the a®uall conveyance of the benefits of
Redemption,orno actall He hath undertaken
to this end him{elf to be their Phyfitian, to cure
all that will come to him, and take him fo to be,
and truft him, and obey him in the Application
ofhis Medicines He hath ere®ed an Hofpirall,
his  hurch to this end ; and commanded all to
come into this Ark. Thofe that are far diftant,
he firft commandeth to come nearer ; and thofe
that are neare, be inviteth to come in. Too ma-
ny do refule and perith in their refufall. He wil)
not fufferall to do fo, but mercifully boweth
the wills of his Ele&, andby aninfuperable
* powerfull drawing, compells them to come in.
You may fee then that here is a Novam ns
& ‘Dominii & Imperis,a new right of Propriety
' and

LA
~ * A e




: (10)

and rule, founded on the new bottom of Re-
demption:But that this doth not deftroy the old
which was founded on Creation ; butisin the
very nature and ufe of it, an emendative addita

on.Redermption ts to mend the Creature, not of
anydefed that was leftinthe Creation, but
from ch-ruine which-came by our defacing
tranfgreflion. The Law of grace upon this Re-
dempuion, is fuperadded to the Law of nature
given on the Creation : not toam-nd any im-
perfe&ions inthat Law, but tofave the finner
from its unfufferable penalty, by diffolving its
obligation of him thereto. And thus in its na-
ture and ufe it is a remedying Law. And fo you
may fec that Chrift is now the Owner, and by
right the Governor of the whole world, on the
Title of redemption, as God before was, and
ftill is onthe Title of Creation.

3. By this you may alfo percive inwhat fenfe,
Yre are not our own. Inthe firiGeft fence there
isro proprietary, or abfolute Lord in the world
but God. No man can fay this isfully and
firitlv mine. God gives us indeed whatever
we enjoy ; but his giving is not as mans : we part
with our Propriety in that which we give : but
God gives nothing fo. His giving to us makes
it not " the lefs hisown. Asaman giveth his

0ods to his fteward to difpofe of for his ufe,

sw iaRwesantatg his fervane to do his work with,

I W

_ (1)

fo God giveth his benefits to us, Or at the uc-
moft, as you give cloathes toour child, which
are more yours ftill chen his, and you may take
them away at your pleafure. 1confefs when
God hath told us that he will not take them
away, he is as it were obliged in fidelity to
continue them, butver doth not hereby let go
hig propriety. And fo Chrift bids us call no man
on Earth Facher, that is,our abfolure Lord or
Ruler, becaule we have but one fuch mafter,”
whoisin Heaven. ¢ 1i.¢, 23. 7,8, 9, 10.50
that you may fee by this, what Propriety 'is
left us, and what right we have to our felves,
and ourPofleflions:Even fuch a« a fleward in his
Mafters goods ; orafervantin his tools, ora
child in bis coat. which isa propriety impro-
per, fubordinate and /ecundum gx4, and will
fecure us againft the ufurpation of arother: One
fervant may not take his fellows inftrument
from him, nor one child his brothers coat
from him.without the varents or Mafers con-
fent. They have them for their ufe, though not
the full propriety : It may be cal'ed a propriery
inrefped to our fellow fervant,though it be not
properly fo as we ftand inrefpe® to God.
We bave right enough to confute the Leveller:
but not to exempt either us or ours from the
claim and ufe of our abfolute Lord.

4. For the fourth Queftion, Whatitis to

: glorifie




. (12)
glorifie God'in body, and fpirit, I anfwer in
aword : It is, when upon true believing appre-
henfions of hisright to us, and of our great ob-
figations to him as our Redeemer , we heartily
and unfeignedly devote our felves to him, and
five asa people fo devoted ; fo bending the
chiefeft of our care and ftudy, how to pleafe him
in exadcit obedience-that the glory of his mer-

.cy and holin={s, and of his wifeand righteous

Laws, may be feen inour converfations ; and
that the holy conformity of our livesto thefe
Lawes, may fhew that there is che like confor-
mity in our minds » and that they are written
in our hearts ; when the exellency of the Chri-
ftian Religionis fo appareut in the excellency
of our lives, caufing us to do that which no o-
therssan mitate, that the luftre of our good
works may fhine betore men,and caufe them to

lorifie our Facher in Heaven. To conclude,
when we @il refpe& God as our onlySoveragin,
and " hrift as our Redeemer , and his Spirit as
our San@ifier,and his Law as our Rule;that the

daing of his will,and the denying,of our own ,is

the daily work of our lives .and the promoting
of hisbleffed ends is our end]: thisisthe slorify-
ing of God that hath Redeemed us.

5. The laft queltion is, who they be that are
& may be urged to glorifie God onthis ground,

~ thathe hath bought them? Doubtleis, only

thofe

(13)
thofe whom he hath bought : but who are.
thofe ? It difcourageth me to tell you, be- .

canfe among the godly , itis a controverfie;
but if they will controvert points of fuch great

moment, they cannot difoblige or excufe us
from preaching them. Among the variety of
mens opinions, it is fafe to fpeak in the Lan~
ouage of theholy Ghoft, and accordingly to
believe, viz that | as by the offence of ane,
judgement camie upon allmen. to condemna-
tion, even o by the righteoufnefs of one, the
free gift came uponallmento | uftification of

life, Rom. 5. 18. 1 And that he gave himfelf

a ran‘ome for all, and isthe only Mediator be-
tween God and man. 1 Tims. 2. 35 6. That he
is the propitiation for our fins, and not for
oursonly, but alfo forthe fins of the whole
world. 1 Jobn 2. 2.That God is the Saviour of
all men, efpecially of thofe that believe. 1.Tinr.
4. 10, Thathe is the Saviour of the world.
Fobn 4 42. 1 Jobn 4. 14, 15. That he taftechr
dearh for every man. Heb.2. 9. with many
the like. Tt isvery fad to confider, howmeas
unskilfalnefs to reconcile Gods general grace
with his {pecial, and to affign to each its proper
part, hath made the Pelagiansand their Suc-

ceffors to deny the fpecial grace, and too ma-

ny of late, no lefs dangeroufly to deny the ge-
neral grace ; and what contentions theie two
erroneous




but thas the world through bim might be (aved.

(14)

errroneous’ parties have maintained, and fil

“maintain in the Church , and how few obferve

‘or follow thar true and fober mean which

" Awftin the Maul of the Pelagians, and his
- fcholars Profper and Fulgentins walked in t .

If when our dark confufed heads are unable to
affign each truth its place, and rightly to ot-
der each wheel, and pinin the admirable fa-

“brick of" Sods Revelations, we fhall therefore
falla wrangling againft them, and reje® them,
we may then be drawn to blafpheme the Tri-

nity,torejed either Chrifts humane nature or
‘his Divine; and what cruch {haltwe not be in
~danger to lofe ? To think this general grace

to beinconfiftent with the fpecial, is no wifer
then to think the foundation inconfiftent with

the Fabrick chat is buile thereupon ; and that.
‘the builders themfelves fhould have fuch
thoughts, is a matter of compaffionate confide-

‘'ration to the friends of the Church. Doubtlefs
‘Chrift dyed not for alfalike, nor with equal in-
‘tentions of faving them ; and yet he hath born
'the fins of ail men on the Crofs, and was a fa-

crifice, propitiation and ranfom for all. Even

‘they that bring in damnable berefies, deny the

Lord that bought-them, and bring on them-
felves fwift deftru&ion. 2 Per. 2. 1. God [ent
not bis Son inty'tl:e Warld, tocondemn the World,

He

(15)
He that belicveth on him is not condemned 5 bt
be thas believeth not, ss condemned already, be-
canfe he bath not believed inthe wame of the only
begootten Son of God.  And this is the condemna-
tiony that light 15 come "into the World; and men
loved darknefs vather then light, becanfe thésr
deeds Were evil.  Jolin 3.17,18,19. i doubt
not but *my Text doth warrant me to tell you
all, that you are not your own, but are bought
witha price, and therefore muft glorifie Him
that beught you : And i am very confident,
that if any one at. judgement will be the advo-
cate of an unbeliever, and fay. he deferves not
a forer punifhment for finning againft the
Lord that bought him, his plea will not be ta-
ken : Or, if any fuch would comfort the con-
(ciences in Hell or go about to cure them of

o much oftheir torment, by telling them, that

they never tinned againft one that redeemed
them, nov ever reje@ed cthe blood of Chrift fhed
forthem, and therefore need notaccufe them-
fetves of any fuch fin, thofe poor finners would
not be able tobelieve them. Ifit be only the
Eled with whom we muft thus argue [ you
are not your own: you are boughe with a price,
therefore glorifie God 7 then ean we truly
plead thuswith none rill we know them to be
Ele ; which will not be in this werld. 1do
not think Pau/ knew them allto be Ek&th’é‘xt

e
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he wrote to ; I mean, abfolutely chofen to fal-
vation; nordo | think he would fo perempto-
tily atfirm them to be bought with a price, who'

. were fornicators,defrauders contentious drunk
. atthe Lords fapper, ¢c.and from hence have
~argued againtt their fins, if he had takenthis

for a Priviiedge proner to theele®. 1had ra-
ther fay to fcandalous finners | yov are bought
with .a.price, thergfore glorifie God ) then

.| you arc-abfolutely ele to falvation, there-

fore:gloritie. «.od | And I believe, that asicis
the {in of Apoftates to [ ¢ rucifie to them-
felves the Son of God afreth | Heb. 6. 5, 6.

. Sois it their mifery that | there vemasreth uo
0.15 ery

more [acrificefor fins, but acevtain fearful look-
ing for of ndgement, and flery indignation Which’
fball devonr the adverfaries, becanfe they have
#rodden under foot the Scn of God, and connted
the blood of the Covenant Wherewirh they were

Janétfied an unboly thing. Heb. 10. 26,27, 28.

- I.would -next proceed to the confirmation .of

Laftly,! judgeit alfo a good arguthent to draw
'us from offending others. and occafioning their
Afin, that [throughus, our weak Brother fhall
-perith for whom Chrilt dyed. 1 Cor. 8. 3.
So much for explication.:

“the; Do&rines: -here contained, but that they
.are fo'clear inthe Texg, and in many other,
-that] thinkit nextto needlefs; andwe have

Aow’

~ g

o G
now no timefor needlefs work ;- and therefore
{hall only cite thefe two or three Texts, which
confirm almoft all thac [ have faid together.
Rom.1 4. 9. Fortothisend Chrift both dyed and
rofe .and revived ,thar be might be Lord both
of the dead and ljvirg. 2 Cor. 5. 14,15. We
thus judge 5 that ifone dred Jor all , then Were
all dead; andthat bedyed for all| that they which
live, hossld not henceforth live unto themfelves,
but unto bim which dyed for theos and rofe again,
Mat, 28.18,19,20. e A4 power 15 given mesn
Heves andin Earth. Go ye therefore, Difciple
all Nations | Baptizing them , &c. Teaching
them toobferve all things Whatfoever 1 have
commanded yosr. 1 Pet. 1.17,18. If ye callon
the Fatiher , Who without refpett of perfons
judgeth every man according to bis works,pafs the
time of yoxr [cjosirning bere in fear ; forafmuch as
ye knoW that ye were not redecmed with corrapti- -
blethings, as ilver and gold, from your vasu con-
verfation —but with the pretions bloed of
Chrift, as of a lamb Without blemifh, and withoue
Jpot. Thefe Tcxts(peak to the fame purpofe
with that which 1 have in hand.

Ufe. Inapplying thefe very ufefull truths,
would time permit , I (hould begin at the Intel~
fed, with a confutation of divers contrary ere

~ rors, and a colle@ion of many obfervable Cori-
fectaries. Itwould go better with all Com-

mon-
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monwealths and Princes on Earth, if they well
«cenfidered, that the abfolute Propricty and So-
veraignty of od-Redeemer | is the Bafis of
all lawiuil Societies asd Governments ; and
that no man hath any ablolute Propriety, but
only the ufe of the Yalents that God doth en-
trutt lum with : that the foveraignty of the
Creature is but Analogical, fecundum qusd ; ime
proper,and fubordinate to God the proper
Soveraign ; that it belongs to him to appoint
his inferfor Officers ; that thereis no power
but from God ;and that he giveth none againft
hunfelf ; chata Theocracy 1sthe Government
that muft bedefired and fubmitted to, whether
the fubordinate part be Monarchical, Arrifto.
cratical yor  Democratical : and the rejecting
ofuiis wasthe Hraelites fin, in choofing them
a King; thaeicis ftill poflible and neceffary to
live under this Theocracy , though the Admi-
niftracion be not by fuch extraordinary means
as among the Uraelites ; that all humane Laws
ar¢ but by-Laws fubordinate to God:. How
far bis Laws muft take place in all Govein-
menist How far thole Laws of men are ip/a fa-
&o_Nnlly that are unqueltionably deftru&@ive

ofthe aws of Giod : How far thev thararenot

thejs own, may give Authority to otbers ; and
whag afpect chefe Principles™have upn Liberty
tn that laticude as it is taken by fome, and upon

the-

. (19) .
the Authority of the nwltitude, efpecially in
Church-Government ; (hould | ftand on thefe
and other the like Confequents, which thefe
Fundamentals in hand might fead us ro difeufs,
I fhould prevent that mote fealonable applica-
tion which lintend, and perhaps be thought in
fome of them to meddle bevond my bounds. °le
only fay, That £30d is the firlt andthe latt, in
our Ethicks and Voliticks , aswellas in our
Phyficks ; that asthereis no Creature which he
made not, foit isno goodright of Property or
Government which he fume way gives not ;
that all Commonwealths not built on this foun~
dation are as Caftles in the air, oras childrens
tottering ftructores, whichiin the very framing
are prepared for thrir ruine, and ftri¢tly areno
Commonwealths at all ;and thofe Governors,
that rule no more for :od then for th:mfelves,
fhall be dealt with as Traicors to the Uaiverfal
Soveraign. Thusfar at lealt muft cur Politicks
be Divine , unlefs we will be meer confedeiace
Rebels. .

But it isyet a clofer application which T in-
tend: Though'we are not our own | yet every
mans welfare thould be fo dear to himfelf, chat
methinks every man of you fhould prefently en-
quire how far you are concerned in the bufi-
nefs which we have in hand. I’le tell you how
far. The Cafe here deferibed is all our own.

C2
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“Ne are bought with a price, and therefore not
our own, and therefore muft live to him that
bbughtus, We muft do it , or elfe we violare
our Allegiance, aud are Traitorsto our Redee-
mer. We muft do it or elfe we tha!l perifh as
defpifers ofhis blood. Itisno maiter of indif-
ferency , nor a duty which may be difpenced
withs That God who is our Owner by Creation
and Redemption, , and who doth hitherco keep
cur foulsin thefe bodies. by whofe meer wi
and power you are all here alive before him
thisday, will thortly call you before his bar,
where thefe matcers will be more ferioutly and
fearchingly enquired after. The great Quefti-
on of the day willthen be this, Whether you
have bin heartily devotedto yonr Redcemer
and lived to him? or to your carnalfelves 3
Upon the refolution of this Queftion, your ever-
lafting Salvation or Damnation will depend,
What think you then ? Should no: this Quefti-
o be now put home, by every rational Hearcr
to his ownheart ? But [ fuppofe fome will fay,
There is no manthat wholly lives to God  for
altare finners : how then can our Salvatjon de-
pend fo muchon this ? 1 anfwer in a word :
Though no man pay God all that he oweth
him, yet no man fhall be faved, that giveth him
not the preheminence. He will own -none as
true Subjects, that do not cordially own him in

. his

|
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his Soveraignty. Be it knownto you all , there
fhall nota man of you enter into his kingdom,
nor ever fee his face in peace , that giveth him
not the cheifeft room in your hearts., and ma-
Keth not his work your cheifeft bufinefs. He
wifl be no underling or fervant to your flefh .
He will be ferved with the Bej?, if he cannot
have «7/. Andinthis fenfeitis that ! faythe
Queftion wlll be put , in that great day, by the
Judge of all, Whether God or our carnal
felves were preferred ? and whether we lived to
him thatboughtus, orto our fleth? Beloved
Hearers | 1 willnot ask you whether you in-
deed believe that there will be fuch a day. T will
rake it for granted , while you call your felves
Ch iftians, much lefs will [ queftion whether
yon would then be faved or condemned. Na-
ture will not fuffer you to be willing of fuch a
mifery, though corruption make youtoo will-
ing of the caufe. But the Common ftupidity of
the world doth perfwade me to ask . you this,
Whether you think it meetthat men who muft
be fo folemnly examined upon this Point , and
whofe life or death depends on  the decifion,
{hould not examine themfelves on it before-
band, and well confider what anfiver they muft
then make ? and whether any pains can be too
great in fo needfull 2 work? and whether he
that mifcarrieth to fave a labour, do not madly

C3s betray




- =T

(22)
betray his foul unto perdition 7asiffuch ratio-
naldiligence were worfe then Hell, or his pre-
fent carnal eafe were more defirable then his
Salvation, Let us theq roufe up our felves Bre-
thren, in the fear of God » and make this a day
of judgement to our felves, Let usknow whe-
ther weare Children of Life or of Deah, O
how cana man thatis well in bis wits, enjoy
with any comfort the things of this world, be.
fore he know | at leaf in probability , what he
fhallenjoy inthe n-xt! How can men go cheer-
fully upand down about the butinels of this
life, betore they have faichfully laboured to
make fure. that it thall go well with them in the
lifetocome | That we may now know this
without deceit, let us allas in the prefence of
the Living God , lay bare our hearts , examine

them, and judge them, by this portion of his
word according to the evidence.

~ 7. Whoever he be thattakes not himfelf for
his own , but lives to his Redeemer , he is one
that hath found himfe!f really undone,and hath
unfeignedly confeffed the forfeiture of his Sal.
vation; and finding that Redemption hath been
made by Chrift, and that there is hope and life
to be had inhim, and none butin bim , as he
gladly receives the tidings, fo he carefully ac-
knowledgeth the right ot hls Redeemer, and in
afober, deliberate and voluntaty Covetant re-
aounceth

(23) S
riounceth the world , the flefh and the Devill,
a’:d refigneth up himifelf to Chrift as his due.’
He faich [ Lord ! have too long ferved thine
Enmtmier and mine own; by cleaving to my [elfs
and for (sking God | [ have loft both my [eif qr_(d
ad . wiltthos bemy Saviour and the ‘i’k;yﬁ-
tian of my fowl , and Yafh me with thy bleod. a:ld:
vepair the ruivs of my foul by thy fpr,r'xt, and I oo’
willing 1o be thine; I'yeld #p m) [elf -0 the condutE
of thy grace, to be favedin thy way, and ﬁmd for
2y [ervice , and live to God from whom I have
revolted, | This is the Cafe of all that are fin-
cere. ' . |
By many “criptures we might quickly cAon}ﬁrm_'
this, if ir were lyable to queRion. Luke 14.
25,26. If any man come to me , and bate ot bis
Father | and Clother, ard -wife and C‘_lnla’rm >
and Brethren and Sifter s and bis ows life alfo, b

eannot be my Difciple ; and whofoever doth HOBNS

bear bis Crofs and come after me , cannos be m] ‘
Difeiple ;S0 ver.33. Whofocver b be of yon thas
forfakesh not all that be bath, ke cannot ke wisy

Di/‘&i&wbich“is expounded , Afar.10.37.He
that

th Fsther or Mother move thenme, 2
not Wort )y of me. Mat. 16.24. ‘if any man ,’,”i(l '
coime afternic, let bim deny bim[eif and 1ake up bis
Crofs, andfsliownse 5 for n’ho/on"er_ ';w/l‘ fave 171/.!“
Ufe frall Lfe ity and whofvever will lofe bis life fo:"f;
iy fake foall findesie. Pla1'93.25,°6,27. Whonms

bive®
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bave Linheaves but thee ? and theve is none uposn
eayth that I defive befides thee, Pfal. 1 6+ 5. The
Lard és the Portion of mine Inberitance, &c.Heb.

11.24:25,26. Mofes refufed honor , chofe ra-

therte fuffcr  afflition with the People of God,
then to emjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon ; e-
ﬁegmiﬂg the veproach of Chriff greater riches then
the treafures of Egypey fur be bad refpeét 1o the
recompence of the reward. | forbear citing more,
the cafe being fo evident, that God is fet higheft
in the heart of every found Deliever, they be-
ing in Covenant refigned to him as his O wn.
On the contrary, moft of the wnfanétified are
Chriftians but in rame | becaufe they were edu-
cated to this profeifion, &it is the common Re-
ligion of the € ountry where they live,and they
kear none make queftion ofit ; or if they do,it
. is to their own difgrace, the name of Chrift ha-
ving got this advantage co be everywhere a-
mongus wel! fpoken of even by thofe that fhall
perifh for negleQirg him and his Laws. Thefe
men have refigned their names to Chrift but re-
ferved their hearts to fleth pleafing vanities. Or
ifunder Convi&ion aud terrof of ngmce,
they do make any refignation of their Tuls to

Chrift, it comes fhort of the true refignation of
the fanified in thefe particulars. ,

1. Itis afirrand rooted belief of the Go-
foel which is the caufe of fincere rcﬁgnatio[? t{(;
’ Chri

. (25)

Chrift. T ney are fo fully perfwaded ofthe truth
of thofe things which ‘Chrift hath done , and
promifed to do hereafter, thar they will venture
all that they have inthis world, and their ever-
lafting ftate upon it : Wheras the belicfof felf-
d-cewvers is only fuperficial ftaggering ,not
rooted and will not carry them to fuch adven-

tures. JZat. 13, 21,22 23,

2. Sincere felf-refignation is accompanied

- with fucha love ro him that we are devored to,

wiich over-toppeth { as to the rational part )
attother love. The foul hatha prevailing com-
placencyin God, and clofeth with him as its
chicfeft good 5 Pfat.73.25. & 63.3. But the
unfinétified have no fuch compiacency in him ;
they would fain pleafe him by their flatteries,
lefthe fhould do them any hure . bue might they
enjoy burthe pleafures of this world, they

‘could be well content 1o live without him.

3. “incere felf refignarion is a departing
from our carnal felvesand all Creatures as they
ftand in comperition with Chrit for our hearts ;
and fo it containath a Crncifying of the flefh,
and mortification of all jts lufls. Gaz 5. 24.
Rom 8 1.te 1y Theeeis a hearty renoun-
cing of iermer contrad tory 1 nterefts and de-
lights, that Chrift myy be fer h'gheft and chief-
ly delighted in. But felf deceivers are never
truly mortified , whes they feem to devore -

them-
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themfelves moft ferjoufly to Chrift - ‘there is 4
contrary prevailing Intereft in their minds:

their flethly felicity 1s nearer to their heatts,and:

this world is never uneignedly renounced. |
4. tincere felf-refignation is refolved up-
on deliberation ;, and not a rafh’ mconﬁde;a:;e
promife, which is afterwards reverft. Theiflu-

minated fee that perfectionin God, that vanity.
in the Creature, , that defirable fufficiency in

Chrift, and emptinefs in themfelves , thatthey

firmly r:folve to caft themfelves on him', and

be his alone; And though they cannot pleafe

im asthey would , they *1-dye before they *}:
cbllxi:nagsetthee};r Mafter ; but with felf-deceivers it:

is no: thus. o | .‘
5. Sincere refignacion is abfolure and wnre-
erved. such do not Capitulate and conditi-

onwith Chrift | I will be thine fo far ,and no*

s {0 thou wilt but fave my eftate , or cre-
gilg:zirﬁfg. 7 But felf-deceivers have ever fuch
Refervesin their hearcs , though they do not

exprefs them, nor perhaps themfelves difcern:

them. They have fecret Limitations , Excepti-

ons.and Conditions: they have evera falve:

for their worldly fafety or felicity, and will ra-

ther venture uposa threatned Mifery which-

they fee not, though everlaﬁ?n‘g, then upon a’
cert}eiin Temporary mifery which they fee. Thefe:

deep Referves are the foubof Hypocrifcgi’.} G

(27)

6. Sincere felf-refignation is fixed and ha<
bitudte ; it is not forced by a moving Sermon,
ora dangerous ficknefs, and then forgotten
and haid afide . buc it is become a fixed habit in
the foul; it is otherwife with felf-deceivers ;
Though they will oblige themfelves to Chrift
with vows in 3 time of tear and danger, yet fo
loofe is the knot, chat when the danger feems
over, their bonds fall off, Its one thing to be
affrighted. and another to have the hears quite
changed and renewed. Itsone thing to hire
our felves with a vafler in our neceflities, and
then ferve our felves, or run away ; and ano-
ther thing to nail our ears to his door,and fay,
Love thee, and therefore will uot depart.
So much for the firft mark of one that lives not
as his own, biit as Gods, o Wit, fincere felf-re-
Signation, ,

Thefecond is this,

2. As the heart js thus devoted to God, fo
alfo is the life, where men do truly take them-
felves for bis : And thar wil] appear in thefe
three particulars. '

1. The principal fludy and care of fuch
men, ishow to pleafe God, and promote his
intereft, and do his work :this isic thac they
moft ferioufly mind and contrive, Theirown
felicity they feck in this Way, 1 Cor. 7. 32.33.
Rom. 6. 11. 13, 106. €ol. 1. 10, & 3,71, 2,3

Phil,
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Phil. 1. 20 21, 24. It is not fo with the un-
fan&ified, they drive on ancther defign: Their

- ownwork is principally minded, and cheir car-

nal intereft preferred to Chrifts. They liveto
the flefh, and make provifion forit, to fatiskie
its defires, Rom, 13. 14. ,

2. Itisthe chiefeft delight ofa man devated
to God, tofee Chrifts intercft profper and pre-
vail. Itdoth him more good to fee the Church
flourilh, the Golpel fucceed, the fouls of men
broughtinto God, and all things fitted to bis
blefled pleafure then it would do himto prof-
per himfclf inthe world ; todo good to mens
bodies, much more to their fouls, is mote plea-
fing tothim, then to be honourable or rich.
Togive is fweeter to him, then to receive.
Hisown matiers he refpe&s as lower thmgs,
that come not fo neer his heart as Gods. Hue
with the unfan&ificd itis notfo, th_eir prque-
rity and honours are molt of their delight,
and the abfence of them their greateft _tmu‘l'{le.

3 .Withaman thatis truly devoted to Cod,
theinterelt of Chrift doth bear down alt cone
tradi@ing intereft in the ordinary courfe of
his life: As his own um‘ighteous'r:gnteou(—
nefs,fo hisown renounced carnal intereft, is
lofs and dung to himin ‘companfgn of Chrifts,
Phil. 3.8. 9. He cannottake hxmfelfm bea
lofer by that whichis gain to the fouls of_gi:g&

4
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and tendeth to promote the intereft of his Lord.

“He fervech God wich che firft aud beft, and [ets

his own work ftand by till Chrits be done, or
rather oWzerh none but Chrifts : His own dif-
honour being lighter to him then Chrifts | and
a. tuined eftace lefs grievous then a ruined
Church; therefore doth he firft feek * »0ds King -
dom, and its righteoufnefs | e 6. 33 and
chufech racher to negle@ his fleth, his gain
his friends,” his fife 5 then the caufe and work
of Chrift itis far otherwife with the unfan-
ctified ; they will contentedly give Chrift the
molt glorious titles, and full- mouched commen-
dations | Lube6, 46 But they have one thar
is neerercheir hearts then he. their carnal ‘elf
mutt fway the Scepter.  God fhall have all
that the flech can fpare ;. if he will be content
to be ferved with its leavings, they will ferve
him - if not, they muft be excufed . they can
allow him womore. The trying time, is the -
pacting time ; when God or the world muft
needs be negle@ed, In fuch a firaite, the
righteons ave flill righteous, Rev . 22. 11,
Butthe unitedfatt in che Covenart,do manifeft
their unltedfaftnefs ; and though they ‘will not
part wih Chrift profeffedly, nor wirhoue fome
witty dittinctions and evafions , nor withou
great forow,and pretence of continued fidelity
yet part they will, and fhift for themfelve,

ang
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and hold that they have as long as they can,
Luke. 18, 23. In aword, the fanctified are
heartily devoted to God , and live to him,
and were they uncapable of ferviug or eénjoy-
ing him, ther lives would afford them letle

_content, what ever clfe they did poffefs : But
‘the unfan@ified are more firongly addicted to

their flefh, & iive to their carnal felves; & might
they fecurely enjoy the pleafures of thisworld,
they could eafily fpare the fruit.on of God, and
could be as willing to be difpenced with for his
fpirituall fervice, xs to performeit. ‘And thus
1 have given youthe tue difeription of thofe

that liveto their Redeemer. asbeing not their

own ;and thofethat live to themfelves, as if
they were not histhat bought them.

Having thus told you what the Word faith,
it followeth, that we next enquire what your
hearts {ay you hear what you muft be;will you
now confider what you are 7 Are all the peo-

" plethathear me this day devoted in heart and

life to their Redeemer ¢ Do you all livé as
Chrift’s, and not your own ? If fo, I muft
needs fay it is an extraordinary Affembly, and
fuch as [ had never the happinefs to know.
O that it were {o indeed,that we might rejoyce
together, and magnifie our deliverer, in ftead
of reprehending you, or lamenting your un-
happinefs. But alas, we are got fuch ftran.

gers

L] L

e g et P

B

f
|

1
i

|

(31) |
gers inthe World, as to be-guilty of fuch a
groundlefs judgement. Let us;enquire more
particularly into the cafe.

1. Are thofe o fincerely devoted to Chrift 3
and do they fo deny themf:lves, whofe daily
thoughts and care,ggnd labour, is how they
may live in mpre reputation and content, and
may be better provided for the fatisfying of
theit flefh ? If they be low and poor, and their
condition is difpleafing to them, their greateft

care istorepair it to their minds ;ifthey be

higher and more wealthy, their bufinefs is to
keep it. or increafe it ; that bunt after honour,
and thirft after a thriving and more plenteous
ftate; that can ftretch their confciences to
the fize of all times | and humour thofe that
they thiok may advance them, and be moft
humble fervaets to thofe above them, and con-
temptuounfly nzglect whofoever is below them ;
that wil put their hands to the feet of thofe that
they hope torife by, and put their feet on the
necks of their fabdued adverfaries, and tram-
pleupon all that ftand in their way ; that ap-
piaud not men for heir honefty, but their
worldly honours , and will magnifie that man
while he is capable of advancing them , whom
they would have frorned if providence had aid
him in the duft: that are friends to all that be.
friend their intereft and defigns, and enemies
. to
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to the moft upright that crofs themin their

courfe ;that love not men fo much, becaufe

they love God , as becaufe they love
them; Are thefe devoted to God. or to them-
felves 2 Is itfor Ziod or themfelves, that men

fo induftrioufly fcrambl‘)r Honours and pla.

ces of Governmeat, or of Train? Will they -

ufe their offices or honours for God, that hunt
after themasa prey . asif they had not bur-
then enough already, nor Talents enoughto

anfwer for neg'eing ! Arecthofe mendevoted -

to God, that cantread down his moft un-

ueftionable intereft on earth, when it feems to
be inconfiftent with their own ! Let the Gofpel’
go down. let che Church be broken in pieces,
~ let found do&rine be defpifed. fet Minifters be

hindered or tired with vexations, let the fouls
of people fink or fwim rather then they fhould
be hindered in the way of their ambition. Ithall
leave it to the trial of another day, whether
all the publike actions of this Age, with their
effe@s, have been for God, or for felf ? This
doth not belong to my examination, but to his
that will throughly perform iterelong , and
fearch thefe matters to the quick, and open

them to the world. There were never higher

pretences for God inan Age, then have beenin
this ; had there been but anfwerableintentiors

and oerformances,his affairs and our own, had
) been

been in much better cafe thea they are ; bue
enough of this, Should we defcend to mens
particular families and converfations,we thould
find che matter liccle beter with che mo ft.
Are they all for God that follow the world fo
eagerly, that they cannot fpare him a fetious
thought 7 an hours time for his worfhipin their
families; orin fecret ? that will fee that cheir
ownwork be done ; but for the fouls of thofe
that are committed to their charge theyregard
themnot. Let thembe neverfo ignorant, they
will not inftru& them, nor caufe them to read
the Word, or learna Catechifm.nor will fpend
the Lords. peculiar day in fuch exercifes; and
its much if chey hinder not thofe that would.
Is it for God that men give up their hearcs
to this world, fo thatthey cannot have while
once a day, or week,to think foberly what they
muft do in the »ext Por how they may be ready
for their great approaching chang.? Is it for
God, that men defpife his Minifters, teject his
Word , abhor reformation, fcorn at Church-
Government, and deride the perfons that are
addi®ed to his fear, and the families ‘that call
upon his Name ? Thefe men will fhortly un- |
derftand a little better then now they will do,
whether indeed they lived to God, or to them-
felves,
2, Ifyouare devoted to God, whatdo you
ST D . fos
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for him ?1Is it his bufinefs that you mind ? How
much of your time do you fpend for him?How
much of your fpeech is for him? How much of
youy Eftates yearly is ferviceableto his intereft ?
Let Confcience: fpeak whether he:have your
ftudics and affeions ; let your: familiars be
witneffes, whether he havé your fpeeches and
beft - endeavors; let the ¢ hurch witnefs, what
you have done for it ; and the Poor witnefs,
what you have done for them ; and the fouls
of ignorant and ungodly men, what you have
done for them ; fhew by the work you have
done, whoyou have lived to ; God or your car-
nal felves; If indeed you have lived to God,
fomething will be feen’ that you have done for
him ; nay it is not afomerhing that will ferve
the tora. It muft be the Beff.  Remember that
itis by your Works that you fhall be judged,
- and not by your pretences, profeffions,or com-
plements;your Judge already knows your Cafe,
he needs no witneffes. Lie will not be mocked
with faying you are for him ; fhew it, or faying

it will not ferve, e
Methinks now the confciences of fome
of you fhould prevent me , and preach
over the fharper part the Sermon to your

felves, and fay, | 7 amsthe man that bave

lived to my [elf 1and fo confider of the con-
fequents of fuch a Jife s But I will leave thisto
. yom;
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your Meditation when you come home, and
next proceed to the exhortative pare of Appli-
cation,

Men, Brethren , and Fathers, the bufinefs
that.I come hitherupon , is to proclaim Gods
right to you, and all that’s yours, even
his new right of Redemption, fuppofing that of
Creation; and to let you know, that yos are all
bought With a price, and therefore are not your
own, but his that bought you; and muft accor~
dingly be dedicated and live to him. Honou-
rable and Worfhipful, and all men of what de-
gree foever ; Ido here on the behalf, and in
the name of Chrift | lay claim to you all, to
your fouls and bodies, to all your faculties,
abilities, 4dnd integgfts, on the title of Redemp- .
tion ; all is Gods. Do you acknowledge his
Title,and confent unto his claim ? what fay

.you ?are you his, or are you not? Dareyou

deny it? If any man dare be fo bold, I'am
here ready to make good the claime of Chrift.
If you dare not deny it , we muft take itas
confeffed. Beare witnefle all, that God laid
claime to you and -yours, and no man durft
deny his Title. 1do next therefore require
you, and command you in his Name, Give
bim ' bis own : Render to God the things that
are Gods. Will you chis day renounce your car~ .
D2 ~ nat
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nal felves, and freely confeffe you are not
-your own, and cheerfully aud' unrefervedly
refign your felves to God, and fay, -as 74/
24.51. As for me and my houfhold, we will (erve
the Lord. Donot ask.whatGod will do with
you? or how he will ufe you or difpofe of you ?
truft him for that, and obey his will. Fear not
evill from the chiefeft good;unlefs it be in neg-
le@ing or refifting kim. Be fure of it,God will
ufe you better then Sathan would, or then this
world would , or better then you have ufed,
or would ufe your felves. He will notem-
ploy youin difhonorable drudgeries, and then
dafh you in pieces. He will not feduce you
with fwinifh fenfualities, aud keep you in play
with childifh vanities, till you drop into dam-
nation before you are awgre: Nor will he
full you afleep in prefamptuous fecurity,till you
nnexpectedly awake in unquenchable fire,
You need riot feare fuch dealing as this from
him ; His Commandements are not grievons ,
1 Jobs § 3. . HisYoake is eafie, bis burthen
5 light y and tendeth 10 the perfect reftof the
fonle, Mat, 11 28, 29, 30. What fay you?
will you hereafter beHis? unfeignedly His?
zefolvedly, unrefervedly , and conftantly His?
Or will you not » Take heed, thas you refuse
#ot him that fpeaketh, Heb. 12. 25. Reje®
wiot; neglett not chis offer, left yoa have never
. S AST LR
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have another on the like termes again: He
is willing to pardon all that is paft, and put
up allthe wrongs that you have done him,
fo you will butrepent ofthem | and nowat
laft sbe heartily and intirely his, not oncly
in tongue, but in deed and },ifc.: Well,T have
proclaimed Sods right to you ; T have offered
you his gracious acceprance  if yet you demur,
or fleepily negle®t ic, or obifinately refift him,
take that you .gec by it; remember you pe-
rith not without warning. The confeflion of
Chrifts Righe, which this day you have been
forced to, fhall-remaine as op ‘record, tothe
confufion of your faces; and. you fhall then
be forced to remember, though yoy had rather
forgee it, what now you were forced to con-
fefs, though you had rarher:you. could deny
it. buc lam loth to leave you 1o this Prog-
noftick.or to par on rermes fo. fad to your fouis
and fad to me: T will add therefore fome Rea-
fons to perfwade you, to fubmit : and though it
be notinmy powerto follow them fo to your
heartsias to make them effe&ual; yet I (hall do
my part in propounding them, and leave them
to Godtofet them home , befeeching him
that maketh, new-maketh, openeth, and foft-
neth hearts ac his pleafure, to do thefe blef
fed works ‘on yours, and to perfwade you
within, while [ &m perfwading you wihout,

D that
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that I may not lofe my labour and my hopes
sior you your fouls, nor God his due.” =~ '

1. Confider the fulnefs of Gods Right to

you:no creature is capable of the fike. He
made you of 'nothing, and therefore you have
nothing which is not his, He Redeemed you
when you were fallen to worfe then nothing :
Had not Chrift ranfomed you by being a facri-
fice for your fins, you had' been hopelefly lefe
to everlafting perdition:give him therefore his
own which he hath o dearly bought, 1 Per.1.18.

2. Confider that you have no right of pro-
prietyto your felves; if you have, how came

you by it ? Did you make your felves ? did you .

Redeem your felves ? do you maintain and
preferve your felves® Ifyou are your own,
tell God youwill not be beholden to him for
his prefervation : Why cannot you preferve
your felvesin health, if you are your own ?
Why cannot you recover your felves from
ficknefs 2 Isit your felves that gives power tq
our food to nourith you? to the Earth to

ear you, and furnifh you with neceffaries ? to

the Air, to cool and recreate your fpirits »
Ifyou are yourowr , fave your felves from
ficknefs, and death . keep back your age, deli~
ver your fouls from thi= wrath of God ; anfwer
his pure jnftice for your-own fins , never plead
the blood of a Redeemer, if you are your own.
If

Sl
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If you can do thefe things, T will yield that your
are your own., But no mancan ranfome his
foul from death, it coft a dearer price then
fo, Aéts 20. 28. You are not debtors therefore
to the fle/b, to live after it , ‘Rom. 8. 12. but
to hsms that dyedy to fubdueahe flefs , Rom. 6.
 § S : -
3. None ¢lfe can claim any- Title to .you,
furcher then under God upon his gift. Men:
did not Create you or redeem you;be not skere-
fore fervants of men,1 Cor. 7. 23. unlefs it be
under Chrift, and for him. - Certainly Sarban
did not create you, or redeem you ; what
right then hath he toyou, thar: he fhould be
ferved? - ' T
4. Seing then that youare Gods, and his
alone, isit notthe moft haynous theevery.to
rob him of his Right ? if they muft be hang’d
that rob men of fo fmal arhing as earthly ne-
ceflaries, wherein they have butan improper
derived propriety ; what torments do thofe de-
ferve that rob God of fo precious a Creature,
that coft him fo dear, and might be fo ufeful,
and wherein he hath fo full and unqueftionable
propricty ? The gteateft, the richett, the wifeft
men that are trulted with moft are the greateft
Robbers on carth, if they live not to God, and
fhall have the greateft punithment.
5. Is it not incomparably more honoura-
: ble




(40)
ble tobe Gods, then to be your ownp and
to liveto him, then to your felves : the ob-
je& and end doth nobilitate the a& , and there-
by the Agent. It ismore honourabe to ferve
aPrince, thena Plowman. That manthat
leaft feeks his owmhonour or carnal intereft, but
moft freely denyeth it, and moft intirely feeks
the honour of God, is the moft highly ho-
noured with God and good men; when felfe-
feckers defraud themfelves of their hopes. Moft
men think vilely, or at leat fufpitiouily, of
that man that fecks for honour to himfelf :
they think if the matter were combuftible,
he need not to blow the fire fo hard : if he
were worthy of honour, his worth would at-
tra®t it by a fweet magnetick power ; fo much
induftry they think is the moft probable mark
of indignity, and of fome confcioufnefs of

it in the feekers breaft. If he attain fome

of bis ends , men are ready to look on his
honour but as Almes, which he was fain
to begge for before he got it: and could he
make (hifc toafcend the Throne, fo much in
theeyes ofthe wifeft men would be detra@-

" ed from his honoyr, as theydid believe him-

felfe to have a hand in contriving it. Quod
Jequitur fugio, ¢#c, They honour %im more
that refufeth a Crown when it is offered then
him that ambitioufly afpireth afterit, or rapa-

' cioufly
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cioufly apprehendeth it.If they fee a man much
detire their applaufe, they think he needs it. So-
lomon faicth,T'e fearciythiesr oWn glory,Pro.25.27.

6. You can never have a better Mafter
then God, nor yet a fweeter employment then
his fervice. 'lyhere is nothing in him that
may be the leaft difcouragement to you,
nor in his works that {hall be diftaftefull. The
reafon why the world thinks otherwife, is
becaufe-of the diftempered averfnefle of their

fouls. Afick ftomack is no fit Judge of the

pleafantneffe of meats. Toliveto God, isto
live tothe crueft and higheft delights . His
Kingdome isnot in meats and drinks, butin

‘Righteoufnefs, Peace, and Joy inthe Holy

Ghoft. His fervants indeed are often troubled ;
but ask them the.reafon, and they’] quickly tell
ou,thatitis not for being his fevants, or fos
erving him too much : but for fear left they
are not his fervants, or for ferving him no bet-
ter. It is not in his waies;or at leaft not for them, .
that they meet with their perplexities, but in
ftepping out of them,& wandring in their own.
Many befides the fervants of God, do feek feli~
city and fatisfacion to their minds, and fome
difcover where it lyeth ; but onfy they attainit
and enjoy it, |

But onthecontrray, he hathan ill Mafter -
that is ruled by himfelfe. A Mafter thl;lt ?

in
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blind and proud , and paffionate, that will lead
you to precipices, and thencedejec you ; that

will moft efleGually ruine you, when he thinks

he is doing youthe greateft good: whofe work
is bad, and his wages no better ; that feedeth
his fervants in plenty but as fwine, and in the
day of famine denyeth chem the husks ; what
ever you may now imagine while you are di-

ftra@ed with fenfuality ; I dare faysifever Godj
bring you to your felves, you will confider that’
itis better be in your Fathers houfe, where the

pooreft fervant hath bread enough, then to be
fed with dreams and piGtures, and to perith
with hunger; Reje& not God till you have

found a better Matter. . T
7. 1fyou will needs be your own, and feek
your felves, you difengage God from dealing
with you as £y ina gracious fenfe - 1f you will
nottraft him, nor venture your felves upon
- his promife and conduct, but fill fhift for-
your felves , then Jook to your felves as well
as you can,fave your felves in danger, cure your
own difeafes, quiet your own Confciences,
grapple with death in your own ftrength, plead
your own Caufe in judgement, and fave your
felves from Hellif you can; and when you
have done, go and boaft of your own fufficien-
cy and acchievements, and tell men how little
you are beholdento Chrift. Woe toyou, if
upon

"~
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upon thefe provocations, God fhould give you
over to provide for your felves, and leave you
without anyi other falvation then your own
power is ableto effe& ; mark the connexion of
this fin and punifhment in ‘Desr 32. 18,19,
20. Ofthe Rock that begat thee thou artun-
mindful, and haft forgotten God that formed
thee. And when the Lord faw it, she abhor-
red them, becaufe of the provoking of his Sons
and of his Danghters ; And he faid / will bide
m) face from ssem < 1 Will [ee what their end fball
be - Asif he thould fay,I will fee how weli chey
canfave themfelves, and make them know by
experience their own infufficiency.

~ 8. Thofe men that feek themfelves, and live
to themfelves, and not to God, are unfaithful
and treacherous both to Godand man.  As
they negle God in profperity, fo they do
but flatter him in adverfity, P/al. 78. 14, 35,
36, 37. And he that will be falfe to God,
whofeintereft to himis fo abfolute, isunlikely
to be true to men, whofe intereft in him is
infinitely lefs ; Hee that can fhake off the great
obligations of Creation, Redemption Prefer-
vation and provifion, which God layeth on
him, is unlikely be held by fuch {lender  obliga-
tions as he receives from men. 1’le never truft
thatman far, if I know him that’s falfe to bis
Redeemer ; He that will fell his G od his Savi-
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our; his Soul and Heaven for a litle fenfuality,
vain-glory, or worldly wealth ;I thall not won-
dec it he felf his beft friend for a Groat: Self-
feeking men, will take you for their friend no
longer thenyou can fervetheir turns ; buc if
once you need them, or ftasd in their way you
{ball find what they efteemed you for. He that
is in hafte to be rich, and thereupon refpe&eth
petfons, for a piece of bread that man will
t,ranfgrcfs, faith Solomon, Prov. 28. 20,21. -

9. Sanclification confifteth in your hearty
refignation and living to God ; and therefore
you are unfandified if you are deftitute of this:
Withont kolinefs none (hall fee God, Heb. 12. (4.
Andwhatis holinefs, but our fincere dedicati-
o, and devorednefs to God ¢ being no longer

common and unclean, but feparated in refolu-"

. tion, affeGtion and converfation from the
world, and our carnalfelves to him. Itisthe
. Office of the holy Ghoft, to work you to this ;
and if yourefift and refufeit,you do not found-
- ly believe in the Holy Ghoft, but inftead
of believing inhim , you fight againft him.

10 You are verbally devoted to Chrift in fo-
lemn Covenant, entered into Baptifini, and fre-
quently renewed in the Lords ‘upper, and at
other feafons. D.d you nort there folemnlBr by
your parents, refign your felf to Chrift as his ¢
and renounce the flefh, the world and the D;;—

vil,

N
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vil. and promife to fight under Chrifts ban=

‘ner againft themto your lives end : O hap-

py perfon that perfermeth this Cove-

‘pant; and everlaftingly miferable are they

that donot. Fides nonrecepta, fed cnffodita vi-
vificar, faith Cypriax. 1tisnot Covenant ma-
king, without Covenant keeping . that is like to
fave you. Do you ftand to the Covenant that
you made by your parents? or do you difclaim -
it? If you difclaim it , you renounce yout part
in Chrift, and his benefits in that Covenant

- made over to you. Ifyon ftand to it, you muft

perform your promife, and live to God to
whom you were refigned. To take Godsoath
of Allegiance fo folemnly , and afterward to
turn to his Enemies which we renounced,
fs 3 rebllion that fhall not be alwaies unreven-
ed. .

g. 11. Gods abfolute dominion and fove-
taignty over us, is the very foundation of all
Religion, even -of that little that is found
lefc amang Infidels and Pagans , much more
evidently of the faving Religion of Chriftians :
He that dare fay he believeth not this, wifl
never fure have the face to call himfelf a
Chriftian.Isitnot a matter of moft fad confide~
ration, that ever fo many millions fhould think
to be faved by a Do@rine which they believe
not, or- by- a Religion that never wentdeeget

then
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then the braine.and is openly contradi®ted by
the tenour of their lives ! Isa true Religion
enough to fave you; if you be nottrue to
that Religion > How do men make fhift to
quiet their Confciences in fuch grofs hypocrific?
Is there a manto be found in this Congrega-
tion, that will not contefs that he is rightfully
his Redeemers? but hath he indeed their heartse

“their time, their ffrength ; and their intereft ?
follow fome of them from morning to night,
you fhall not hear one ferious word for Chrift,
nor fee any ferious indeavours for his intereft.
And yet thefe men will profefle that they are
his; How fad a cafeis it , that mens own

Confeilions fhould condemn them, and that

which they called their Religion, fhould judge
them to that everlafting mifery, which they
thought it would have fav’d them from ! And
how glorious would the Chriftian Religion
appeare, if men were true to it, if Chrifts
Do@rine had its full impreflion on their hearts,

and were expreffed in theirlives | Ishe not’

an exellent perfon that denyeth himfelfe,
and doth all for God? that goeth on no
bufinefle baut Gods, that fearcheth out Gods
intereft in every part of his calling and em-
ployment , and intendeth that, thar whetber
beeat or drink,. or whatever be doth, doth
all tothe glory of God, 1. Cor. 10, 31. that

€an
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canfayas Paul,Gal. 2, 20. Lars cracified with

Chrift ; neverthele(fe 1live, yetnot I, bus C brift B

livethsn me; And Phil, 3,7 8. what things
were gain to me, thofe I connted lofs for Chrift;yea
donbelefs . and I count all things bat lofs, for
the exellency of the knowledge of Chriff Jefus my
Lord, for whom I bave [uffered the lofs of all
things, and do count them but dung., that I may
Win Chrift. And Phil, 1. 21. For to me to liveis
(hrifty andtodyeis gaine. Perhaps you think
that the degree of thefe examples is unimitable
by us : but I'am fure all that will be faved, muft
imitate them in the rruzh,

_ 12, Self-feeking is felf-lofing; and deliver-
ing.up your felf and all you have to God, is the
only way to fave your felves, aud to fecure all.
The more you are His, the more you are your
ownindeed : and the more you deliver to him,
and expend for him , the greateris your gain.
Thefe Paradoxes are familiar tryed truthsto
the true Believer ; thefe are his daily food and
exercife, which feem to others fuch Scorpions
as they dare not touch, or fuch flores as they
are not able to digeft. He knoweth that fel-
h‘umbling isthe true felf-exaking;and felfexal-
tingis the infallible way to be brought Jow.
Luker4 11, & 18.14, Mar» 23,12, He be-
lieveth chat there is a lofing of life which faves
it , anda faving of it which certainly lofeth ic.

Mg,

\.
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Mat. 10.30. & 16.2§. O that I could reach
the hearts of Self-feekers, that fpend their care
and time for their bodies , and live not unto
God ! That I werebutable to make them fee
the iffue of their Coutfe , and whatit will pro-
fic them toWin ad the World,and lofe their [ouls |
O all you bufie men of this world, hearkento
the proclamation of him that bought you, //a.
§5. 1,2, 30 Ho,every ove that thirftech, come ye
to the Waters | by wine and milk Without money
or price = Wherefore do yos [pend money for that
Which is not bread ? and your labour for that
which [atisfieth not ¥ hearken diligently to me,
and eat ye that whick is good, and let yonr [oul de-
light isfelf in fatne|s s incline your earyandcome
nnto me ; bears and your [oul foall live, and L
will make an everlaffivg Covenant With yos. O
firs, what a deal of care and labour do you
jofe » how much more gainfully mighc your
lives be improved ? Godlinefs with content-
ment, is the great gain, 1 Tim. 6. 6. That whichk
you now think you make your oW», will thort.
ly prove to be leaft your own; and that is moft
 Joft which you fo carefully labour for: you that
are now fo idlely bufie in gathering together
the Treafurie of an Ant-hillock, and building
Childrens tottering piles ; you forget that
the foot of death 18 coming to fpurn italla-

broad, and tread down you and it together. -

Youx
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You fpend the day of life and vifitation, in

painting-your. phantafies with the images of
Felicity,and in drefting youl (elves,and feathe-
ring your neft with that which you impioufly
fteal from God ;and youdo forget, that the
night of blacknels is at hand, when God will
undrefs you of your temporary contents, and
deplume you of your horrowed bravery : How
eafily! how fpecdily ! how certainly will hedo
it ¢ Read over your cafein Lukg 12.from 16
to 2. How can you make (liitt to read fuch
Texts,and not pareeive that they fpeak to you?
When you are a pulling down and building
up and contriving what to do wich your fruits, °
and faying to your felves, I have fo much now '
as will ferve me fo many years, Iwill take
iine eafe. ear, drink and be merry ; remem-
ber then the conclifion, [ But God faid unta-
hith, Thow fool thes nighe thy foul (hsll be requi-
red of thee, then Whofe fhall thefe things be whick
t/aau,ha/}_?rovia's;.’ ?] Sois hethat iayeth up
treafure for himfelf, and is not rich towards
God 7 Are thefe things Zours or Mine,
faich God ! whofe are they ? if they are youts,
keep them now if you can : either ftay wich

‘them, or take them with you: But God wilt

miake you know that they are his, amd difrope -

. fuch men as thieves, that ave adorned with chac |

which is none of their own . this Homoux faith
E~ - God-
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God, ismine | thou ftoleft it from e + This -
wealth is mine, this life, ‘and.all is mine.’ Only -

thy felf he will not own : They fhall require
thy foul, that have conquered and ruled it;
Though it was his by right of Creation and
Redemption,yet feeing it was not his by a free
Ded:cation, he will not own it as to everlafting
falvacion : but fay, Depart from me,l knoW yon
net yo workers of tniguity, Mat. 7.23. O with
what heorts then, will felf-feeking Gentlemen
pa:t with their honours and eftates ! and the
carthly minded with their beloved poffeffions :
when he that refigned all to God, and devoted

himfelf and all to his fervice, (hall find bis

confumed cltate to be increafed his neglected

honour abundantly repaired, and in this life he

thall reccive an bundred fold | and in the world
to come, etevnal life, Mat. 10.30. fob. 4, 55,
t Tim, 6,12, 19,

15. Laftly confider, When judgement
comes, -enquiry will be made, whether you
have lived asyour sws, or as his that bought
you : then he will requaire his own with 1m-
provement. Luke 19. 23. The great bufinefs of
that day w I be, not fo muchto fearch after
particular fins, or duties, which were contrary
to the fcope of heart and life ; but to know
whether you lived to God, or o your fleth ;

whether your time and care, and wealsh,were
' expended

i

{
-
|
|

- | 19
expended for Chrift in his members and inte<
reft ? orfor your carnal felves, AMar.25. Inas

- much as:you did it not to thefe, you did it not
tohim. . You that Chrift hath given Authori-

ty to, thall then be accomptable, whether you
improved it to his advantage? You that be
hath given honor to, mult then give account, °
whether you improved it to his honor ¢ In
the fear of God, Sirs, caft up vour accounts in
time,and bethink you what aniwer will then
ftand good ; It will be adoleful hearing to &
guilty foul, when Chrift thall fay, ! gave thee
thirtcy or fourty years time : thy flefh had
fo much in eating , and drinking], and
fleeping, and labouring, in idlenefs and vain
talking, and recreations , and other vanities :
but witere was my part ? how much was laid
out for the prometing of my glory 2 I lentyou
fo much of the wealth of the world ; fo much
was fpent on your backs, and fo much onyour
bellies,fo much on coftly toyes, or faperfluities,
fo much in revengeful fuits and contentions,
and fo much was left for your pofterity ; but
where was my part » how much was laid out tor
furcher the Gofpel , and to relieve the fouls
or the bodies of your brethren? I gave theea
family, and committed them.to thy care to go-
vern them for me. and fit them for my fervice &
but how didft thou performit > Q Brethren,
Ea Bethink
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-1 . . \ . "
beéthink you in time what anfwer to make to

* fuch Interrogatovies; your judge bath told

you, that your doom muft then pafs according
as-you have improved your talents for him ;
and that he chat hidech his Talent, though he
give God his own, fball be caft intontrer dark-
nefs, where is Wecping and gnafbing of teeth,
Mat. 25. ;0 How eafily will Chrift then evince
tus rightinyou, and convince you thatit was
your duty to have lved unto him? Do’ you
think firs, that you (hall then have the face ro
fay, 1 thought Lord, that | had8een made and

redeemed for my felf ? I thought T had nothing

to do on earth, but live in as mueh plenty as I
could, and pleafure to my fle(h, and ferve thee
on the by, that thou mighteit continue my
~ profperity, and fave me when I could keep the

world nolonger : 1 knew not that 1'was thine,
and fhould have lived tothy glory. 1f-any of
. you plead thus, what ftore of Arguments hath

Chrift to filence you'!He will then convince
you,that his Title to you was not queftionable:
He will prove that thou waft ‘his by thy very
Being , and fetch unanfwerable Arguments
from every part and faculty : He will prove it
from his Incarnation, his life of humiliation,
his bloody fweat his crown of Thorns, bs
Crofs. his Grave ; He that had woundsto (hew,

‘after his Refurrection, for the convincing ofa

et

?
|
i

| ftand equal before
doubting T - E
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doubting Difciple, will have fuch Scars. to
thew then, as (hall fuffice to convince a felf ex-
culing Rebel: All thefe fhall witnefs that he was -
thy rightful Lord: He will prove it alfo from.the
difcoveries ,of his' Word, from the warnings
of his Minifters,from the mercies which thou re-

“ceived{t from him, that thou waft not-jgno-

rant of his Right,and of thy duty ; or at leaft,
not ignorant for want of meanes: He will

‘prove it from thy Baprifmal Covenant and

renewed engagements : The Congregation
can witnefs thatyou did promife to be his, and

feale to it by the reception of both his Sa-
craments: And as he will eafily prove hisright:

fo will he as eafily prove , that you denyed it to
him - He will p.ove it from your Works, from
the courfe of your life, from the fireame of
your thougits, from your love, your de-

fires. and the reft of the affe@ions of your

difclofed hearts.

O Brethren, whata day will that be, when
Chrift fhall come in perfon with thoufands of
his Angels , to fit'in judgment on the rebel-
lious world , and claim his due which is now
denyed him : when Plaintiff and Defendant

Witnefles,and Jurors. Councellors and juft:ces

Judges, and all the Princes on Earth, fhall
the impartial Judge ex-
3 pecting




(s4)
pecting to be fentensed to their unchangeable
ftate : then if aman fhould ask yon, [ what
think you now, Sir, of Iing to God ? Isit
beter tobe devoted to him, or to the fleth?
which “now do you take for the better mafter?
what would you do now, ifit were all todo
again? Jwhat would you then fay to fucha
Queftion ? how would you anfwer it ? would
yeu make as light of it as now you do? O
{its, you may hear thefg things now from your
i)oot fellow-creature , as proud-hearted Gal-
ants, ;ot as felf-conceited Deriders, or asbe-
fotted wotldfings, or fenfelefs blocks, or fecret
Infidels, that as thofe Dest. 20. 19. do blefs

themfelvesin their hearts, and fay, e fhall have
peace, though YWealk in the imigination of ory
* pesrts : Butthen you will heare them as trem.

bling prifoners ! Read the 20 wer/e at leifure.
Such a fight will work , when words wijl not :
efpecially wordsnot believed, nor confidered

of. Whenyou fhall fee the Cod that you dif-
‘owned, the Redecmer whom you ueglected

the Clory which you forfeited,” by preferring
the plefures of the flelh before it , the Saints
triumphing whom you refufed to imitate, and
a dolefull eternity of mifery to be remedile{ly
endured, then Saints will feem wi‘er men in your
eyes, and how gladly wouldy you then be fuch @
b_t}& Otoo late! what a thing is it, that men

who
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who {ay they believe fuch a judgment,and ever-
lafting life and death, as all Chriftians profefs °
to do, can yet read, and hear , and talk of fuch
things as infenfibly; as if they were dreames
or fables! I know it 1s the nature of fin, tode-
ceive, and of a finfull heart to be too willing
of fuch deceiving; and itsthe bufinefs of Satan
by deceiving to deltroy, and with the moft
fpec.cus baits; to angle for fouls; and therefore
1 muft expe&, that thofe of you that are taken,
and are neereft to the pit, fhould beleaft fearful
of the danger, and moft confident to efcape,
though you are confcious that you live not
to God, butto your felves: But for my pat,
1. have read, and confidered what God faith
in bis Word , and I have found fuch evi-
dence ofits certain truth, that 1 heartily with,

that I mighs rather live on a dunghill, and be

the feorn of the world, and fpend my few daies
in beggery aud calamity, then that I fhould
ftand beforcthe Lord my Judge , in the cafe
of that man whatever he be ,that is not
in heart and life devoted unto God, but
liveth,to bis fleth : for I know that if we
live after the flefp , we fbsll dye, Rom.
8. 13. I had rather [ie here in Laz-
arus poverty, and want the compafiion and
releife of* man, then to be cloathed with the

: beft,
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beft, and fare delicioufly, and hereafter be de-
nyed a drop of water to coolthe flames of the
wrath of God. ' SRR

! confefs, this is likely to feem but harfh and
ungreacful preaching to many ‘of you ; fome
pleafart Jingles | or witty fayings, or fhreds of
Reading. and pretty cadency of neat exprefli-
vns, were liker to be accepted , and procure
applanfe ‘with'them who had rather bave their
ears and phantafies tickled , then rubbed fa
youghly . and be roufed from their eale & plea-
{ing dreams. Burt fhall I pr ach for my felf,
while I pretend to be preaching you from your
felves to God ? Shall I feek'my fe'f ; while t
am preaching of the everla*!ing mifery of el -
feekers 2 Gad fobid. Sirs, T knew the terrours
of the Lord, 2 Cor. § 11.7believe'and there-
fore fpeak. Were [ a Chriftidn no deeperthen
the throat, 1 would fith for'my felf-and {tudy
more to pleafe you , then'to fave you ; Iove
not to make a peediefs ftir in mens Confciences,
nor to trouble their peace by a Do@&rine which
Idonot believe my felf. Buc | beliéve that
our Judge is even at the door, and that we fhall
fhortly fee him comming in his Clory, and
the Hoft of Heaven attending him with accla-
mations ; In the mean time, your particular
doom draws on ; the fathion of all thefe things

pafleth away; as thofe feats will anen be empry -

when

”
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when you are departed ; fo itisbut a moment
tll all your habications (hall change theic®
pofleffors and the places of your abode and-
too great delight fhall knaw you no more.. I,
mu't needs fpeakro youasto tranfient, iting--
rant mortals, who muft cre long be carryed on

~ mens fhoulders to the duft and there be left by

thofe. that muft thortly follow you then fare-
wel Honours and flefhly Delights, farewellall
the accommodations & contents of this world;
O that you had fooner bid them farewel ;
Had you hved to € brift as you did to them,
he would not fo have ture’d you off, nor bave
left vour_ diflodged fuuls to utter defolati-
on. :

1n a word, As fu e asche word of Godis
true. if vou aws him not now as your Lordand
Soveraign, he will not ow» you then as his cho-
fen to falvation : and if nowyou /venot-Fo
b myyowfhall notthen/ive with bim, Be not
deceived Gud iy not mocked s for whatfoever a
waz i fowetl, that fhall he ‘11/0 reap :for be that

* faire hrobifﬂ foo frall of the flefy »eapcorrnptiz

on's buthe that [iweih 1o the [prity fhall of the
{virie veap everlafbing life. Gal. 6. 7, 8.Con-
fider thisye that-forget God, leff be tear you
in pieccsy andiberebe ncnetd deliver you Pfal.
Q.22.
d Beloved Hearers, Believe as you pretend to
o ‘ Believe,
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Believe,and then live as you do.Believe ; If you

belicve that you are not vour own , buc his

that made you. and bought youwith a Price,
‘and that he will ths try you for your lives,
and everlatting coniforts, on this Queftion,
Whether you have lived to him | or to your
felves ? then live as men that 4o sndeed believe it
Let your Religion be vifible,as well as audible 3
and let thofe chat fee your lwes | and obferve
the fcope of your endeavours, fee that you Be-
Lieveit. But if you believe notthefe things,
but are Infidels in your hearts, and think you
fhall feel neither pain nor pleafure when this
life is ended, but that man dyeth as the beaft,
then ] cannot wonder if you live as you believe.
Hethat thinks he thall dye like a Dogg, is like
enough to live likea Dogg, evenin his filthi-
nefs, and in fnarling for the bones of world-
Iy vanities, which the Children do contemn,

Having fpoken thus much by way of Exhor-
tation : | (halladd a few words for your more
particular direGion that you may fee to what
y Exhortation doth tend, and it may not be
loft.

1. Be fure chat you look to the upright-
nefs of your beart, in this great bufinefs of de-

voting your felves to God ; efpecially fee,

1. That you difcern and foundly beli;ve
that

~w
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that excellency in Goed, which isnot-in the
Creature ; and that perfect felicity in his love ,
and in the promifed glory , which will eafily
pay for all your loffes, - S ‘

2 And that upon a deliberate comparing
him with the pleafures of thisworld, you do
refolvedly renounce them, and dedicate your
felves to him. ’

3. "And fpecially thatyou fearch carefully
left any Referwe thould lurk in your hearts and
yop fhould not deliver up your felvesto him
abfolutely, for life and death | for better and
worle . but thould (ill retain fome hopes of an
earthily felicity, and not rake the unfeen felicity
foryour portion : Itis the lot of the wicked to
bave their porsienin this life, I'fal. 17.14. And
let me here warn you of one delufion, by which
many thoufands have perithed, and cheated
themfelves out of their everlafting hopes: they
think thaticis oaly fome groffer difgracefull
fins, as fwearing , drunkennefs | whoredom ,
injuftice , &c. that will prove mens perdition ;
and becaule they are not guilty of thefe, they
are fecure, when asit isthe predominancy of
the intereft of the flefh | againft the intereft of
Gad in their hearts and ‘ives , thatis the cer-
“tain evidence of a ftate of Damnation , which
way foever itbe that thisis expreffed. Many a
civil Gentleman hath his heart more addi&ed

[{¢]
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to hisworldly intereft , and lefs to God, then
fome Whoremongers and Drunkards. If you
Jive with good reputation for Civility, yea for
extraordinary ingenuity, yea for veligious zeal,

‘andno difgracefull -vice is perceived in your

lives;yet if your hearts be on thole things which
you poffefs , and you love your prefent en-
joyments better then ¢ od and the glory that
he hath promifed. your cife s as dangerous as
the Publicans and Harlots ; wou may fpend
* your days in better repuracion but you will end
them in as certain defolation as they. The
Queftion is only , Whether God have your
hearts and lives ? and not . Whether you de-
nyed themto hum with a plaufible Civility :
nay it is meerly for their carnal elves, to pre-

ferve their reputation,that fome men do forbear’

thofe groffer Crimes, when yet God hath as
hittle of them as of the more vifibly propliane.
Lowe nat the world nor the things that are in the
world; |f any man love the World , the love of the
Fatherisnot inbim. 1 John2d0s. .~
2. If you are whells Gods, live Wwholly to
him , at leaft do not flint bim, and grudg him
your lervice. Tt is grown the common Conceit
of the World, that a | fe of Abfolute Dedicati-
onto God , is more adoe then needs. What
needs all this adoe, fay they ; cannot you ba
faved with lefs adoe then this ! ! will now de-
S mand
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| mand of thefe men but an Anfwer to thefe (fgw

fober Queftlons. \

1. Do you fear giving more to God then
his due ? is not 41l his ewn ? And how tan you
give him more then 21l 2 ~

" 5. Heis not fo backward in giving to you,
that owes you nothing, but gives you plenty,
variety and continuance of all the good you
enjoy; and do you think you well requite
him ?

3. Chrift faid not of his ife and precious
blood , It is toomuch; And will you fay of
your poor unprofitable service, ltis too
much ? o )

4. Who will you give that to which you
fpare from God 7 that cime , and ftudy, and
love and labour? to any that hath more right
to it or better defervesit, or will better reward
you then he will do ¢

5, Are you afraid of being lofers by him 2
have you caufe for fuch Fears; is he unfaith-
full, or unable to performe his Promifes? will
you repent when you come to heaven, thatyou
did too much to get it ? will not that bleffed-
nefs pay you to the full?

.6. What if you had no wagesbut your work?
is it not better to live to God thentoman? 1s
not purity better then impurity? If feafting
be grievous , it is becaufe you are fick ; if the

mirg
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mire be your pleafure | it is becaufe you #re
fwine,and notbecaufe the conditionis defire-
able. : '
~ 7- Willit comfort you mofe in the reckon-
ing and review, to have iaid our your felves

, for God, or for the World # Will you then

- - wifhthat you had done lefs for heaven, or for
earth? Sirs, thefe Queftions are eafily an.
fwered , if you are but willing to confider
them.

8. Dothit befeem chofe to be afraid of fer-
ving God too much - thac are fuch bankrupts
as we are , and are fure that we thall not give
him the twentie h part of his due.ifwe do the
beft we can : and when the beft that arefcor-
ned by the world for thewr forwardnefs. do ab-

hor themfetves for their backwardnefs ! yea -

could we doall, we are but tmpraﬁta[)/e fer=
wants »and thould do but our duty, Luker7.10.
Alas, bow little caufe have weto fear left we
fhould give God tco much of our hearts or of
out lives? .

3. Ifyouare not your oWs , remember that
nothing elfe is your eW»; what ‘can be more
your own then your ‘efves ?

1, Your Parts and Abilities of minde or bo-
dy ,are not your own; ufe them therefore for
him that owneth them

2. Your Apthority and Dignities are not.
. ‘ : " your

N o = Il L i . B
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your own ;fee therefore thar you make the beft
of them for him that lent them you.

3. Your Children themfelves are not your
own ;défign them for the utmott of his fervice
that trufts you with them; educate them in
that way as they may be moft ferviceable to
God. 1t s the great wic:ednefs of too many of
our Lentry , that they prepare their Pofterity

- only to live plenteoufly and in credicin the

world , but not to be ferviceable to God orthe

“Commonwealth. Defignthem allthatare ca-

pable , to Magiftracy or Miniftry, or fome ufe-
full way oflife: And whatever be their em-
ployment, endeavour to poflefs them with the
fear of the Lord . thatthey imay devote them-
felves to him. Think not the Preaching of
the Gofpel a work'too low for the Sons of
the Nobleft perfon inthe Land. It would be
an excellent furtherance to the work ofthe
Gofpel,if Noble men and Gentlemen would
addi& their <onsto the Miniftry thac are fit
forit, and canbe fpared from the Magiftracy ;
They might have more refpe® from their
People, and eafier Rule them,and might bet-
ter win them with bounty then poor men can
do: Théy need notro contend with them for

Tythes or maintenance. .
4. Ifyou are not your oWs, yourwhole
Families are nowyour o= : ufe them therefore
as
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- asFamilies that are dedicated to God.
5. If yon are not your own,then your wealth
is not your own . honout God therefore with
your fubftance, and with the firft fruits of
“yourincreafe » Prov. 3.9.Do you ask how »
Is there no poor people that want the faithful
preaching of the Gofpel for want of means. or
‘other furtherance? Is there no godly Scholers
that want means to maintain them at the Uni-

- verfities, to fit them for this Work 2 Is there -

no poor Ne:ghbots about you, thatare igno-
rant , that if you buy them Biblesand Cate-

chifmes , and hire them to learn them, might

come to knowledge and to Ife 7 Arethere no
poor Children that you might fer Apprentices
to godly Matters , where foul and body mighe
both have helps 7 The poor you have always
with you. Itis not for wanr of abjecs for your

* charity, if you hide your Taleats or confume

them on your felves; the time is coming when ic
would do you more good to have laid them out
to your malters ufe then in pampering thesfiefth.
-Some grudge that Cod fhould have the
Teaths, that is, that they fhould be confe-
fecrated to the maintenance of his fervice :
bur little do thefe confider that </is'7#, and
muft A/ be accounted for. Some queftion whe-
ther now there be fuch a fin as Sacriledge in be-
ing; but litcle do they confidey that every fin
- 19
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'sa kind of factiledge. Whenyou dedicated
your felfto God, you dedicated all you had ;
and it was ods before ; do not take it from
him again - remember the halving of Anani-
as land give G od all

Objection, Bar maft we not provide for onr
Families?

oA n[Wers Yes, becaufe God requiresit and
in fo doing you render it to him : Thatis given
to him, which is expended in obedienee to him,
fo beit you fill prefer his moft eminent inte-

. teft.

Laftly, Ifyou are notyourows, then muft

- not your Works be principally for yont felves,

but for him that oweth you. Asthe cope of
your livesmuft be to the honor of your Lord,
fo be fure that you hourly renew thefeinten=
tions;when you fet your foot out of your doc;[s, :
ask whe her.your btifinefs you go upon be for

God: when you go to your Reft, examine
your felves what you have done that day for
God;efpecialy let no opportunity over. flipyou,
wherein you may do him extraordinary fervice.
You muft fo performthe very labours of your
Callings, that they may be ultimately for God;
fo Jove your deareft friends and enjoyments,
that it be God that is principally loved'in them.

Mote particularly. as to the bufin=fs of the
: : F Day,
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‘Day, what need I fay more then in a word to
apply this gencral Do&rine to your fpeciall
Work: | | o
_ Ifthe Honourable Judges, and the Juftices
will remember, thar they are Gods and not
their own, what a Rule and ftay willic be to
* them for their Work » what an anfwer will it
afford chemagaintt all follicications from car-
nal {cIf or; importunate friends ? viz. I am not
mine own. nor come I hither to do mine own
“Vork; I cannot therefore difpofe of my felf or
it, but muft do as he that owes me, doth com-
mana me ; How would this alfo incite them
to promote Chrifts intereft with their utmoft
power and faithfully to ows the Caufes which
he owuerh, o o
2. If all Councellors and Solliciters of Cau-
fes did truly take themfelves for Gods, and not
their swn, they durflt not plead for, nor follicite
-2 Caufe which they knew God difowneth ;
They would remember that what they do
againft the Innocent, or fpeak againtt a righ-
teous Caufe, is done and faid againft their
Lord from whom they may expect ere long to
hear,Inas much as you faid, or did this againft
the leatt.of thefe, you faid, or did it againft

me. Cod is the great Patron of Innocency,

and the pleader of every righteous Caufe; and
he that will be fo boldas to plead againft hl;md,
. ) ) a

SR

't

N
had need of a large Fee to fave him harmlefs,
Say not, it is your Calling which you muft live

-by,unlefs vou that once lifted your felves in

yourBaptifm under Chrit. will now take pay &
meke it your profefiion to fight agginft. him
The emptier your Purfes are of Gain fo got-
ten, thericher you are ; az leall the fuller they
are, you aze fo much the poorer; As we that
are Minifters do fiud by experience, that it was
not without provacation fromus, that God of
late bathlet loofe fo many Hands, and Pens,

. and Yongues againft us though our calling is

more evidently owned by ¢ od, then any one in
the world befides : fo I doubt not but you may
tind upon due examination, that the fate con-
tempt which hath been caft upon your profeffie
on, isa reproof of your guilt from >od who
did permic it. Had Lawyers and Divines lefs
lived to themfelves, and more to Cod we
might have efcaped, if not the fcourge of re-
proachful Tongues , yec at leaft the lafhes of
Confcience. To deal freely with you, Centle-
men, itis a matter that they who are ftrangers
to our profeffion, can fearce put any fair
conftruction upon ; that the worft caufe fora
little money fhould find-an Advocate among
you ! This driveth the ftanders by upon this
barfh Dilemma, to chink that either yon: Un-
derftandings; or_your Confciences , are very

F2 bad.
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‘bad. Ifindeed youfotittle knowa good caufe
from a bad, then it muft needs-tempt men to
think you very unskilful in your profeflion.
The feldom and fmaller differences of Divines,
ina more fublime and myflerious profeflion,
is yet a difcovery fo far of their ignorance,
and is imputed to their difgrace : Buc when ale
moft every Caule, even the worlt that comes
to the Barr, fhall have fume of you fi r it, and
fome dgainft it ; and inthe palpab eft cafes you
are fome ononc fide. and fome onthe other,
tbis firange difference of your judgements,
doth feem to bewray their weaknefs : But if
you know the Caufes to be bad which you De-
fena,and to be good which you oppo €1t more
gvidently bewrayes a ceplorare Confrience :
) fpeak not of your innocent or excufable
miftakes in Cafes of great d:ficultic ; nor yet

of excufing 2 Caufe bad in the main fromun- -

juft aggravations ; But when Morey will hire
you to plead for injulic- againft your own
knowledge, aud to ufe your wits to defraud the
Righteoiis, and fpoil his Caule or vex himwath
delays for the advantage of your unripltecss
Clyent, Iwould no: have your € onfeignce fur.
all your gains, por your Accomp to fuake for
all the world ; 1ts fad that any known wnrigh-
teous Caufe (hiculd have a profeffed Chrifiren

in theface of 2 Chrift'an Judiczmure to defend
I \ (19
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it,and Sathan fhould plead by the Tongues of
ingn fo deeply cngaged to Chrift : But its i~
comparably more fad, that almoft everyun-
juft Cau‘e fhou'd find a Patron; andno con-
ientious malicious perfon thould be more rea-
dy todowrong, then fome Lawyers to defend
him, for a ( dear bought ) Fee ! Did you ho-
neftly obey God, and fpeak nota word againft
your judgement, but leave every unjuft man to
defend bis own Caufe, what peace ‘would it
bring to your Confciences ? what honour to
your now reproached Profeffion ? what relief

‘to the opprefled ? and what an excellent cure

to the troublefome contentions of proud or

mal.cious men? S
3. To your Jurers and Witneffes 1 fhali
fay but this, you alfo are not your own ;and
he that cwerb you, hath told you, T hat be wil:
nort bold bim gu:itlefs thet taketh his. Nawe in
vain : Its much into your hands that the
law hath committed the Caufe of the Juft
fhould vou betray it by perjury and falfe awit-
n- {s, while there is a € onfcience inyour guilty
breaft , and a ¢ od inHeaven you fhall not
want a witnefs of your fin, or a revenger of the
oppreffed, if the blood of € brift on your found
repentsnce do riot refcue you. ;
4. HFlantff ar.d Defendant did well con-
ficerthar they are not their own, they would
| not
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not be too prone to quarrels, but wquld lofe
their right, when God the chief Proprietor did
require it. Why do you net rather take
wrong and fuffer your (elves to be defrauded,
then do wrong and defraud , and thac your
Brethren: 1 Cor. 6. 7, %, 9. o

To conclude, T earneftly intreat you all that
have heard me this day, that when you come
home. you will betake vour felves to a fober

confideration of the claim chac God bath laid -

to you, and the Right he hath inyru, and all

that youhave ; ard refolve without any fur-

ther.delay to give him his o+, and give it not
to.his enemies, and yours. When you fee the
Judgement fet, and the “rifoners waiting to re-
ceive their fentence, remember with what un-

conceiveable Glory and Terror your Judge
will fhortly come to demand hisdue ; and what
an enquiry muft be made into the tenor of
your lives. As yeu fee the Ecclipfed Sun
withdraw its light. fo remem-
preachedin the time  ber how before -this dreadful

" This Sermon was

ofthe Ecelipfe.  final Judgement, the Sun and
Moon, and whole frame of Nature tha!l be_
diffolved !and how God will withdraw the
light of his countenance from thofe that have -
negle3ed him in the day of their Vifitation.
As ever you would be His, then fee that you
be is now : oWn him as your abfolute Lord, if:
aF His NOX ! jou

(71)
you expect he thould own you then as his
People. Woe to you thar ever you were
Born, if you put God then to diftraim for his
Dy, and to take that up in your pumfhment,
which you denyed to give him in, voluntary
obedience  You would all be His, inthe time )
of your extrenuty; then y on cry to bimas your
Godfor deliverarce. Hear him now if you

~would then be Dheard ; live to him now, and

live with him for ever. A Popith Prieft can
perfwade muliitudes of Men and Women, to
renounce the very poffeflion of worldly Goods,
and the exercife of their outward Callings,ina
miftaken devotednefs to G od, May not [ then
hope to prevail with you, to devote’your felves
with the fruic of your Callings and Poffzfsions
to bis unqueltionable fervice 7 Will the Lord
of mercy but faften thefe perfwafions upon
your hearts,and Caufe themto prevail; whata
bappy day wili chis prove to usall. God will
have his Own!the Church will have yonr utmoft
help, the fouls of thofe about you will have
the fruit of your diligence and good examples,
the Common-Wealth will have the fruic of
your fidelity, the poor will have the benefic of
your charity, 1 thall have the defired end of
my labour, and your felves will have the great
and everlafling gain, |

A
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Soveraionty of Chrif;

And _tbé nec'efsity' ofmzin'é
Subje&'ion',_depcnde‘nce,and
chiefeft love to him,

Preached before the Judges of

- Affize at WoRrc B.s 7 eR,
BYRICH.‘ BAXI‘ER&

~—

| Luke 19: 27. . ,
Bt thafe mine encimics whick Womld not this
. 1 fhould resgn over them bring bither, asid
[14) them before me; |
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Hen Thad refolved at the defiré
' of the Honorable Fndge of
Afsize, to publifh the forego<
~ ing Sermion I remembred that
about fix years before 5 I bad
preached ariosher -om she liké
: occafion , on & fubjelt fo liké
and to [0 like a purpofe,that I conceived it not #ns
fit tobe annexed tothe former. 1 have erdeavoiss
sed to [beW you in both thefe Sermons, that Chyiff
may be preached without eAntinomianifm s that
tbrrokr miay be preached Without unwarram
table preaching the Law ;that the Gofpel is pot
a meer promife; and that the Law it (elf it not fo
terrible as it istothe rebellions. As alfowhaf

 that fuperfructureis | that is built on the fown=

* dation of Cleneral Redemptionrightly under[Food §
and bow ill We can preach Chrifts Domixior ink
bis univer(al propriety andfoverasgnty ; or ye¢
perfwade men to fanlification and [ubjection
withont this fonndation. 1 have laboured 1o fs akl

G2 o




Tothe Chriﬁian Reader
( or almoft all ) for Masrter and Magner
to the Capacity of the Vulgar. And thowgh for

the Matter i #s as necefJary to the greateff, yet

ss it for the Valgar principally that I publifbit ;
and bad vatber it might be numbred With thofe
Boooks that ave carrjed up and downthe Coun-
tvy from doar 10 door in Pedlars Packs, then with
1hofe that lie in Book [ellere Stalls, or are fet'np in
the Libraries of learned Divines. And to the [ame
~ssfe wonld ! defign she mofp of my publifhed la-
bours, frowld God affordme time andabily and
contentions bretbren wonlagive me leave.
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A Serumonof the

abfolute Soveraignty "~
- of Curisc, :

-—————

Plal. 2, 10,11, 13.

Bewife noW therefore, O ye Kings;be infirutted
ye Fadges of the Earth. . T

Serve the Lord With féar y and rejoyce With
trembling, &c. '

NS To wafte this precious hourinan
inve&ive againftinjuftice and its
NS lociates, 1s none of my pur-
] L2 Yrofe; they are fins fo directly
D)/ &9 gaintt the principles in Nature,
i fo well known, I believe, to you .
all, and fo commonly. preached againft upon
thefe occafions, that upon the penalty of for=
feiting che credit of my difcretion, I ambound,
to make choice of a more neceffary fubject..
What ? have ‘we- need to fpend our time and
' G3 ftudies
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#udies to perfiwade Chriftians from Bribery,
Perjury and Oppreffion? and from licking up
the vomit which Pagans have caft out? and
that inanage of blood and defolation, when
God is taking the proudeft Oppreffors by the
throat, and raifing Monnuments of Juftice up-
on the puines of the unjult! And I would
fain believe that no corrupt Lawyers do at-
tend your Judicatures, aud that Jexabels wit-
nefses dwell not in our Country , nor yet
a Jurie that feare not an Oath ; I have there-
fore chofen another fubjed, which being of
the greateR moment, can never be unfea-

~ fonable, evento proclaim him who is confti-

tuted the king andJudge of All,to acquaint you
‘with his pleafure, and to demand your fub-
jeQion. :

The chiefe fcope ofthe Pfalm is, To fore-
tell the extent and pevalency of .the King-

- dom of Chrift, admonifhing his enemies to fub-
. mit to his Goverment, deriding the vanity

of their oppofing proje®s and furie and fore-
warning them of their ruine if they come

pot in.

The verfes which I haveread.are the Applica-

- Hon of the foregoing prediction by a ferious ad-
- monition to the proudeft offenders: They con-
tain, 1. The Perfons admonithed [ Ksngs and
gnch;;];.ThcuDuty, 1.Ingencral to God, ferve
- ' him

- (79)
him | with the adjun@s annexed. 1. Rejoy-
cing. 2. Fear andtrembling. 2. More fpe.
cially.their duty to the Son, [ Kifs.him. ]
3. . The Motives to this duty. 1. Princi-.
paITy and dire@ly exprefsed [ left he be an-
gry ] which anger is fet forth by the effe@ [ and
ye perith; ] which perifhing isaggravated,
1. From the fuddenefs and unexpedtednefs
[ in the way. ] 2. From the dreadfullnefs
[ kindled. ‘] 1." Itis fire, and will kindle and
burn. 2. Alittle of it will produce this fad
effe@. 3. It will be Woe 2o thofe that do
not efcapeit ; which Woe' is fet forth by the
contrary happinefs of thofe that by fubmiffion
doefcape. 2. The motives fubfervient and im-
plyed, arein the monitory words [ be wife, be
learned ] q. deelfe you will fhew and prove your
felves men of ignorance and madnefs,unlearned
and unwife. '

Some Queftions here wefhould anfwer for

~ explicaton of the terms. As

‘1.Whetherthe Lord in v.1 1.and the Soninv.
12. be both meant of Chrift the fecond perfon?

2. Whether the Anger here mentigned, be the
anger of the Father or the Son{#sf? be be angry.]
I might fpend much time here to litle purp fe,
in fhewing you the different judgement of Di-
vines,of thefe.when in theiffue there is no great
difference which way ever we take them.”

B 3. Wht
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3. Wh:at,is meant by [’Kiﬁing the Son ]
Tanfwer, Aceording ro it’s threefold ob-

" jec it hath a threefold duty contained in
it. |

e b

fo muft we kifs the Son.

". 2+ We kifs the hand in token of Depen-
dence ; fo muft we kifs thie hand of Chritt ; that
is, Refign cur felves to him, and expe& all our

- happinefs and receivings from bim.

3. Wekifs the mouth in token of love and .

friendfhip ;" and fo alfo muft we kifs -the

Som. T o
-4 Whatismeant by ['Periflingin the way ]

Tanfer, ( omitting the variety of interpre-
ations ) it is their fudden unexpe&ed perithing
;in the heat of their rage, and in purfuit of
“their defigns againft the Kingdom of Chrift. -
.. T know no other terms of any great difficulty

3 P

here.

Y

. A Mény Obfé;,vations migb_t be hence raiféd :
S, R . )
" 1. Serving the Lord is the great work and
“bufinefs that the World hath to do.
... 2. This fervice fhould be accompanyed

..with rejoycing. :
3. So fhould it alfo with fear and trem-

4. There

1. We kifs the feet in token of Subjc&idn ; ’

(81) - {

4. There is'no fuch oppofition between
{piritual Joy and Fear , but that they mayand
muft confift together.

5. Scripture ufeth familiar expreffions con-
cerning mans communion with Chrift ( fuch as.
this  K/s the Son, ) . T

6. Thereisangerin God, or that which we
rannot conceive better of then under the No-
tion of Anger. . SR

7. There isa way to kindle this Anger ; it is
man that kindleth it. C o

8. The way to kindle it chiefly, is,not kifsing -
the Son . o

~ 9. The kindling of it will be the perifhing of
the finner. T

10. The Enemies of Chrift fhall perifh fud-
denly and unexpe@edly. . - PR

11. Alittle of Gods anger will utterlyun-
dothem. - SO

" 12. Theyare bleffed men that fcape it, and
miferable that muft feeel it. A
~_13. Itis therefore notorious folly to negle®
Chrift and ftand out. . :

14. Kings, Judges, and .Rulers of the
earth, are the firft men that Chri® fammons
in, and the chiefin the Calam tie if they fland
out. 4 . o

But I will draw the fcope of the Text intg
S  this
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this one Do&rine; in -the handling whereof, I
fhall fpend the time allotted me.

Dod. No power ar priviledge can [ave that

whan fromthe fearful [udden confuming wrath

" of God, that doth not anfeignedly love | depend
wpon's and [abject bimfelf untothe Lord pefus
Chrift. -

Ifthey be the greateft Kings aud Judges,
yetif they do not &ifs the Mouch, the Hand,
the Feet of Chrift, his wrath will be kindled,
and they will perifiiinthe way oftheir rebellion

‘andnegle®. _ o
- In bandling this point I {hall obferve this
Order. '

1. Twill fhew you what this love, depen-
dence and fubjeion are. :

“-9.:What wrath it is that will thus kindle and

confiame them. ' ,
* 3. Why thiskifsing the Sonts the only way
toefcape it. E

" 4. Why no Power or Priviledge elle can
procure their efcape. '

" 5. The Application,

For the firt. T fhall only give, youa naked
defcription, wifhing thac 1 had time for a fuller
cxplication. o _

1. Sebje@ion to Chrift is, The acknow-
o : ledging

: ?hefum ofthe Gofpel, fo hath it nothing but

- (83)

{edging of his abfolute foveraignry both ashe
is God Creator and as Redecmer,over all the
world, and particularly our felves ; and a hear-
ty confent to this his “overaignty, efpecially
zhat he be our Lord, and his Laws our Rule,
anda delivering up our felves to him to be
governed accordingly.

2. This dependence on Chrift is, when ac-
knowledgin the fufficiency of his fatisfaion,
and his power, and willingnefs to fave all chat
reccive him manifefted in his free univerfal
offer in the Gofpe!l. we do heartily accept him
for our only Saviour .- and accordingly ( re-
nouncing all other )do wait upon him belie-
vingly for the bencfits of his fufferings and
office, and the performance of his faithful

Covenant to us, in reftoring us to all the

blefings which we loft, and advancing ustoa
fir greater everlaftin: Glory,

3. This affe&ion to Chrift is, when in the
knowledgeand fenfe of his loye to us, both
comman and efpecial , and of his own excel-
lency, and the bleffednefs of enjoying him, and

‘the Father, and life by him ; our heartsdo

chufe himand the Father b- him as our only
happinefs; and -accordingly love him above all
thingsintheworld. .

As this three fold Defcription containeth

whag




“thou haft no true Chriftid

(84)

-what is of neceffity to found Chriftianity, If

-any one of thefe three be not found in thy

heart. cither Thave little skiltin Divinity., or
! (nity, nor cauft be fa-
vedinthat condition. - .

. Obje&. ‘Bﬂt.datbnotlbe‘fcri'pmﬂ make be-

Iieving the condition of the Covenant ? but here
i5 agreat deal move then believing.
Anfw. Sometime Faith iscaken in a nac.

rower fenfe, and then itisnot made the fole
-condition ofthe New Covenant, but repen-
tance and forgiving others, are joyned with it as

conditions of our forgivenefs ;and obedience,
and -perfeverance as conditions of our conti-
nued juftification and falvation. Fut when
Faithis made:the fole condition of the Cove.
nant, then it comprehendeth effentially ( not
only fuppofeth as precedent or concomitant )
if not all three, yet at leaft the two firft of the
fore-defcribed qualifications, iz, Dependence
and Subje®ion; which if ic were well under-
ftood, would much free the common fort of
Chriftians ftom their foul deftroying miftakes,
and the Body of Divinity from a multitude of
common errors, and our Religion: from much
of thatreéproach of Soliidianifim.whickis caft
upon it by the Papifts. s

2. I mult be as brief in opening the fecond
thing, viz. What wrath isit that wili thus
s \ kindle

j - —
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kindle and confume them ? What wrath is in
God, we need not here trouble our felves'to
enquire ; But orly what i§ intimar.d in the
threats or curfes of 1k Covénants, Asthere

‘are two Covenants, fo each hath hisproper

penalty for its viglation, o
. Thenti Imendo comein and fubmit to

Chrift, they lic under the wiath of God for all

their fins as they are againft the Covenant of
Works ; or they are lyable to the curfe of that
Covenant : Chrifts deach hath taken away the
curfe of the Covenaut, not abfolutely from any
man, but conditionally, which becomes abfolute
when the condition is performed. The Ele&
themfelves are not by nature under the Cove-
nint of Grace, but remain under the curfe of

the firft Covenant, tilf ‘they come in to

Chrit. =~
.2 Whofoever rejeteth or negleQeth

this Grace, and fo finally breaketh the New

Covenanr, muft alfo bear the curfe or penalty

thereof, befides 11l the former, which will be 2

far greater curfe ; even as the blefsings of this
Covenant are far greater then thofc of the firft,
It wasa beavy punifhment to be caft out of

‘Paradife, and from the prefente and favonr of

God,and to be curfed by him, and fubje &ed to
cteanal death, and all Creatures below curfed
for our fakes, ro bear  all fhofe’ curfes. and.
L : ISR R LTSS plagu’ct‘
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fo this Faith (hall be the condition upon which

(%6)

plagaes threatnied in Dest. 27, and 28, and to

_ have the wrath of God fmoak againft as, &c-

as Dent.39 20, But of bow much forer punifp=

- miene (hall be be thonght Worthy, that doth tread

nder foot the blood of this Covenant, anddo de-

_[pise sothe fpirit of GracelHeb. 10. 28, 29, 1tis
“true, that for all other fins, the wrathof God

cometh upon the Children of Difobedience ( or
Unperfwadablenefs ) that is, on them that will

“not be perfwaded to obey the Lord Chrift,
~€ph, 5.6, Butitis onnoother with us;; for this

isthe condemnation, that light is come into the
World,and men love darknefs ratber then hghs,
Johni.19. .
" 3. Why is this kifsing the Son , (thatis, lo-
ving, depending on , and fubmitting to him )
the only way to efcape thefe curfes? .
cAnfw. 1. The moft proper and primary
reafon which can be given is,- The will of the
great Law-giver, who having abfolute fove~
raignty over us might difpofe of us as he pleale,
‘and. make us-fach Laws and Conditions as

feem beftto his”w'ifdo'm, u;laﬁ)nwhich our jufli-
- fication and falvatios fhou

on depend.: He hath
'refolved that this fhall be the only condition

“and way, and that as no man fhall be jultified
“by ameer Chrift or his death abftra&ed from

Faith (that isof Age and ufe of Reafcn:)
they

andto our own necefsities and low condition,

(87) g

they fhall be juftified : or; as 2 Chiift negle@ed
fhall fave no man,fo the accepting or receiving
of him, fhafl juftifie and fave them, as the con-
diton ofthe Covenant performed,undér which
Notion it is that Faith juftifiech.

2. Yet other improper or fubordinate Réa-
fonsg( which receive their life from the former,

~ and without it would be no Reafons ) may be

given ; as 1. From the equity ; and 2. From tlie

- {utblenefs, and conveniercy.

- 1. Itis butequal that he who hath bought
us, and that fo dearly, and froma ftate o de-
plorable and defperate as we werein, fhould
be acknowledged and accepted for our Saviour
and our Lord ; and that we who are ot our
OWn, but are bonght with aprice, fhonld glovifie
bim With our bidies and fouls Which ave bis,
1 Cor. 6. 20. & 7.23. Epecially when for that
end he both dyed! aud rofe again, that he might

-rule or be Lord over both guiek and dead,Rom.

14.9. If one of you fhou!d buy a maa from
the Galleyes or Gallowes , with the price of

- your whole eftate, or the life of your only

Son :would you not exped that he' fhould -

be at your difpofe ? that he fhould love you,

depend on youand be fubje@ toyou? *
2.. And as falvation by free Grace through
Chriftis a way moft futable to Gods honor,

fo
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fo in fubordination thereto, the way of
i believing is moft rationally conducible to the

. fame énds. As we could not have had a fitter

way to the Fatherthen by Chrift, fo neither
could there bé a fitter way to Chrift, or means
f to partake of him, then by Faith. ~ For though
Ycannot callit the inftrumental Caufe of our
juftification, either Adtive ot Pafsive ; yet is
this Faith (or Acceptation of Chrift, for our
Saviour and King, which is here called [ Kif-
[fing she Son Jthe faireft condition that we could
reafonably expect, and the moft ap, arently
tending to the honor of our Redeemer ; apply-
ing and appropriating to-our felvesthe perfon,
‘righteoufnefs, and benefits procured and offe-
red , but no. the leaft of the honor of the
Work. All we do is but to accept what Chrift
hath procured. and that muft be by the fpecial
afsiftance of his Spirit too. .

4. The fourth thing ! profiiifed, is to thew
you, Why no other Priviledge or Fower in the
world can fave him thac doth not kifs the
Son 2 It may heré fuffice, that I have thewed
you Sods determination to the contiary. Buf
further confider ( if any fhould hope to fcape
by their Dignitiés, Titles, Friends, Strength or
any other endowments, or virtuous quahticati-
ons ) 1. Whac,is their. task ? 2. What  is theit
power to performit? . o
S - i, They

R N T
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1. They muft refift the unrefiftible will ef
Cod ; They muft do thac which Heaven or
Earth, Men or Devils were never able yet to
do : They haverefifted hisLaws and his love;
but they could never refift his purpofe or his .
power. The power that undertaketh® to fave
the Enemy or Negle&er of Chrift, muft firft
overcome the power of the Almighty . and
conquer him that doth command the Wo»ld :
And who hath the ftrength thac is fufficient for
this » Sinner, before thou ventu-e thy foul upon.
fuch a mad conceit, or think to be faved whe--
ther God willor not, try firft thy skill and

ftrength in fome inferiour atrempt ; .Bid the

Sun or Moon ftand ftill in the Firmament , in- -
vert the feveral feaions of the year.Bidthe

" fnow and froft to come in ‘ummer, and the-

flowers and fruits to fpring in Winter : com-
mand the ftreams to turn their courfe ,or the:
Tide itstimes. or the winds their motion, 1f
thefe will obey thee, and thy word can prevail
with them againft the Law of their Creator,
then maift thou proceed witha greater confi-
dence and. courage, and have fome hopes to
fave the neglecters of Chrift : Or tryfirft whe--
ther thou cantt fave thy prefent life againft the
courfe of nature and will of God ; call back;
thine age and years that are paft,command thy
pains and ficknefsto be” gone ; chide back this
- ~ H bold
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bold approaching death : Will chey not obey
thee ? Canft thou do none of thefe ? How then
canft thou expect the faving of thy foul againft
the determinate will and way of God ? W here:
dwelleththat man; or what was his name, that
did neglett hrilt, and yet efcape damnation »
Who hath hardned himfelf againt him. and"
hath profpered ? 7sb 9. 4. And - doft thou think
thento bethe firft ? Thoumaift perhaps knock
boldly at the Gate of Heaven', and plead thy .
Greatnefls thy virtues,thy Almsdeeds and formal -
devotion ; but thou fhale receive a fadder an-:
fwer then thou doft expe& : Péfws we know'
atd obedientiat Faith in him we know  ‘but:
who.areye2 "7 o T
-2 Hethat will fave the fou! that loveth
riot, dependeth not on and fubje&eth not him-
felfto Chrift, thuft firft make falfe the word of
God, and mske the true and faithful God a;
lyer ; this-is another part of his task ; C od
bath given it under his handfor truth, Thas:
hethat believerh not, is conaémined already, Joh.
3088, That be fhall not [ee life;. but the wrath of

Godabidethon bim, Joh. 3 36. That they who - .
areinvited t6 Chrift, and make light of ic,or-
mzke éxcales , fhall never taffe of bis Supper,: -

Luke 14.24. Mat. 22. 5.8, That it il be eafi-
e¥ for Sadom in'the day of Judgement, shen for
2line City Which refufeth theoffers-of theG oh{/;{el,‘-i
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Mat;, 12. 15. That whofoever would not have
Chrift to raign over-them, hall be bronght forth
at l+ft, and deftroyed before bim as bis En&»feﬁ.
Luk. t9.27 That they fall allbedamnedth -t be-
heve not the truth but have pleafure i unrightes
o nefs,2Thel 2,12 &c.And hath the Almighty
faid that thus it fhall bezWho then is he that

dare fay it thall not be ?1s this the concluded

Decree of_Hca'vcn?what pewer or policy.is able
to reverfe icehagh G od faid it &wi he notdo i3
- Thus you fee his task, thar wijl undertake
to fave one neglecer of Chrift. Sy

- 2, Let us now confider , what Power thatis

thacmuft perform it : If it be done, it ik be
cither, 1. By Wifdom : or2. Ly Strength ;
whereas the chiefeft of men even the Kings and
Judges of the. Earth, are both ignorant ‘and
Impotent. .. - R o

, 1. Jgnorant:. Though Judges are learn-
ed in the repute of the World : Alas, poon

- crawling breathing duft | Do you knew the fe-
crets of your Mafters counfel ? and are you
- -able to over reach them, and

ftrate his de-.
figns 2 Doth this. Book know what js written in
it.2 Can'che Seat you fit on, over-top yduri
counfels» more likely then for you to over- top.
the Lord:filly-worms,you know.not what God.

15, :nor know;y‘ou} any one ef hisunrevealed

- thoughts, no more then that Pillar doth ksow

H2 your




(92) |

your thoughts: you know not what you are
your felves, nor fee any further then the fu-
perficies of your skin ; what is thy foul ?and
when didft thou receiveit ? Doft thou know
its-form,or didtt thou feel itenter ? which pare
didft thou feel it firlt poffefs? Thou canft call-
it.a Spirit, but knowft theu what a pirit s ? or
‘tather only what it isnot; Thou knoweft not
that whereby thou knoweft ; and how was thy
~ body formed in the womb ? what was it an
hundred years-agoe pwhatis that vital heat
arid moifture ? whag caufeth ‘thatorder and
diverfity of its parts> when wilf the moft expert
Anatomifts and Phyfitians be agreed ? Why,
there are myfleries in the fmalleft worm which
thou canft notreach ; nor couldit thou refolve
the doubts arifing aboutan Antor Atome,
much lefs about the Sun, or Fire, or Air or
ot Wind , &c. and canft thou not know thy
felf, oor the finalleft part of thy felf, nor the
fmalleft Creature ? and yet canft thou over:
reich theeverlafting Counfels 7~~~
- 2. And s thy might and Fewer any greater
then thy Polic¢"? Why, what are the Kings and
Rulers of the Earth, but lumps of Clay. that cant
fpeake and go 2 moving fhadows, the Flowers
ofa day, a corruptible feed, blown upto-that
fwelled confiftence in which it appears, as Chil-

dren blow thicir bubbles of Soape, fomewhatins

v fibly

‘?
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vifibly condenfate ; which thatit may becoin®

- vifible, isbecomie more grofs, and fo more vile,

and will fhertly be almott all- turned into invi-

fible again; & thatlittle dpft which corruption

leaves by the force of fire. may be diffipated yet
more , and then whereis th:s fpecious part of
the man ¢ Surely now that body which s fo
tuch efteemed, is but a loathfome lump of cor~
ruptible flefh; covered with a fmooth skin,
and kepta little while from ftinking by the pte-
fence o: the foul, and muft fhortly be caft ou¢
of fight into a Grave, as unfit for the fight
or {mcll of the living, and there be confumed
with rotcetinefs and worm : T hefe are the Kings
and Rulers of the Earth ; this i+ the power thaé
muft conquer Heav:n,and fave them that re-
bel againit Chrift the Lord; They thatcan
riot live a moneth without repairing thieir e-n-
taming bodies by food, one part whereof doth
turnto their vital blood and fpirits, and the o-
therto moft loathfome unfuffcrable excrements;
fe neere is the kin between their Beft and
Worft.  Judge all you that have common fea-
ton, whether be that cannot keep himfelfalive
ai hout, andbhertly will not be ableto ftirr 4
fnger,to remove the worms that feed upon hig
héart,be able to refift the firengh of Chrift, dnd
fave the foul, tha: Cod. hach faid and “fiwors .
fhall not be faved > Ah poor fouls, thathive -
H; 10
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no better Saviours! And well may Chrift, his

Truth'and Caufe prevail, that have no ftron-

ger enemies. : o
 Ufe 1. You bave here-a Text that willjfully
inform you, how you are like to fpeed ac the
- Barr of Chrift; who' fhall dye, and who fhall
live; The great Aflize is neave at hand. the
feet of ourjudg are evenat the dore;go thy way
unbelieving (inner, when thou haft bad all the
pleafure that fin will afford thee, lyedown
the duft and {leep a while , the roufing voice
thall quickly awake thee, and thine eyes (hall
fee thar dreadfull day ! O blefled ! oh dolefull
day ! blefled to the Saints |, dolefull to the

wicked : O the rejoycing ! O the lamenting

that there will bé ! the triunphant thoutings of
joyful Saints !'the hidcous roaring cries of the
ungod.y ! when each manhath newly received
his Doom}, and there is-nothing but eternal
Glory, and eternall fire. Beloved hearers,
every manof you fhall fhortly there appeare,
and wait as the trembling prifoner at the Barr,

_to hear what Doom mult pafs upon you;
- Do you not believe this? I hope you doe be-

lieve it.  Why what would you give now to
know for certain,how it fhall then go with you?
whyhere is the Book by which you muft be

judged, ard here is the fumme of it in my Texr,
& the grounds upon which the Judge willthen
- -~ proceed -

|

= o] .
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proceed. Will you but goalong with me, and
anfwer the Queftions which hence I thall put to
you,and fearch and judgyour felves by them
as you go, and you may know what Doom you
may then exped ; onely deal faithfully, and- -
fearch throughly ; for felf flatery will not pre-
vent your forrow. ?

And here you muft know; thatit is the kifs .
of the heart ; and-not of the lips, which we muft
here en-uire after: The queftion will not be at
the Great Day, Who hath fpoke Chrift fair?
or who have cailed themfelves by the name of
Chriftians 7 or whohath faid the_ Creed or the
Lords Prayer oftneft ? oreryed, Lord, Lord ?
or come to Church?or carryed a Bible? or who
hath held this opinion ?or who that ? It would
make a mans heart ake to think how zealoufly

“men will honoyr the fhadew of Chrift,and bow

at his Name , and. reverence - the Image of .
the Crofs which he dyed on, and the
names and reliques of the Saints that dyed
for him; and yer do utterly negle®t the
Lord himfelfe, and cahnot endure to be
soverned by him, and refit - his fpiric | -and
fcorne his ftri& and holy waies, and difpitefully
hatechem ehat moft love and obey himsand yec
Yelive themfelves to bereal Chriftians For.God
fake, Sirs;do. not fo detude your immortal fouls,
as to thins your : Baptifm zed your’ ohrwatd

: evoLIOR
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devotion, and your good meanings ( as you

call-them) and your righteous dealing with

‘men, will ferve the turn to prove you Chri-

ftians : Alas, this is but with 7#das, to kifs the
mouth of Chrift, and indeed to fetch your
death fromthofe bleffed lips, from whence the
Saints do fetch their life : 1 will thew you fome
furer figns then thefe.

1. And firft let mea little enquire into your
fubjedtion to Chrift, Do you remember the
time when yon were the fervants of fin, and
when Sarban led you captive at his will ? and
the Prince of darkne(s ruled in your fouls ?
and all within you was in a carnal peace ? Do
you remember when the Spirit in the word
came powerfully upon your hearts, and bourd

Sathan, and caft him out,and anfweréd all your

r.afonings, and cenquered all your carnal wif-
dom, and bronght you from darknefsto light,
and from the power of Sezhan unto God, Aéts
26.18.Or at Jcaft are you fure, that now you
live not under the fame Lord and Laws as the
ungodly do ? Hath Chrift now the only fove-
raignty in your fouls ? [s his word thyLaw
which thou dareft not pafs? doth, it bind thy

~ thoughts and rule thy tongue ? and command

thy felf and all thou haft 7Haft thou laid all
down at the feetof Chrift 7 and refigned thy

fclf and all to hiswill ? and devoted all to- his

difpofe
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difpofe and fervice? If cuftom bid thee curfe
and fwear, ard Chrift forbid thee, which-doft
thou obey # If thy Appetite bid thee take thy
cups and fare delicioufly every day; If thy
company bid thee play the good-iellow, or
feorn the Gedly ; ! thy covetonfnefs bid thee
love the wor d. and ¢ hnft forbid thee, which
doft theu obey 2 1f € hrift bid thee be Holy,and
walk precifely. and be viol ent for Heaven and
firive to enter in, and the werld and the flefly
be enenizs to allthis, and cry it down aste-
dious foily ; which doft thou obey ? Doft thow
daily and fpiritually worfhip himin private,and
in thy Family,and teach thy Children and Ser-
vants to fear the Lord ? I intreat you Sirs, deat
truly in anfwering thefe Queltions ; neverman
was faved by the bare ticle of a Chriftian ; If
you are not fubje to Chrift, you are not
Chriftians , no morethena Picture ora Car-
cafeis a manyind your falvation will be fuch as
your ¢ hriftianity is : fubjecion isan effentiab
part of thy Faith, and obedience is its fruic .
in fhort then; doft thoumake him thy fear ¢
and tremble at his word ? Dareft thou run upon
fire. or water, fword or canon, rather then
wilfully ran upon his difpleafure ? wouldft
thou rather difpleafe thy deareft friend | the
greateft Prince, orthine own fiefh, then wit-
tingly provoke him? When Chr & fpeaks:
- againft
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agamﬁthy fweetett fin, thy nature or cuftom,
or credit, or life; agamﬁ thy rooted opinions,
or thycorrupt traditions : Art thou willing to
fubmit to all chat he revealeth ? Doft thou fay,
Speak Lard, for thy Servant beareth ? Lord,

what wouldfl thon have me. tode ? [ am veady to

do Ib}' lel 0 God,
Beloved Hearers, Thisis the frame ofew:ry

- Servant of Chrift , 'md thisis the acknowledg-

ing and accepting him for your Lord. I be~
feech you cozen not your fouls with thews and

- formalities ; if cver you be faved without this
fubje&ion, 'it mufk be without Chrifts merits or
" mercy: ltmuft be inaway chat Scripturere-
vealeth not : nay, it muft be in defpite of God 5

his truth muft be falfified ; his power muft be
maftered, before the dlfobﬂdxent can be faved
from his wrath,

2 Examine alfo your Dependence on Chrz[’c
whcrher you kifs his Hands as well a< his Feet,
Do you underftand that you are all by narure
Condemned men and lyable tothe everlafting

wrath of God agthat Chrift bath mterpofed

-~ and paid this Debt. and bought usas hisown
by the fatisfa@ionof that juftice ; thar alb-
things are now delivered into his hamds Jobn
13.. 2. and he is made Head over allthmgstof
hisChurch , Epkefl. 1. 21, 22. Doft thou take’
him for thy onely Saviour ? and believe the

Hift-
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- Hiftory of his hfe and Paffion, the truth ofhis

divine and humane nature , his Refurre&ion,
his Office , and his. approachmg ludgement’

Dot thou fée that all thy fuppofed . Righteouf-

‘nefsis but vanity and fin, and that thy felf art
unabk to make the leaft fatisfattion. go the-
Law by thy. Works or Sufferings ; and if his

" blood da not wafh thee ,and his righteoufnefs

jufttfie thee, thou: muft certainly be damned
yet ,ahd peri{h for ever ? Doft thou therefore
caft thy felf into hisarms , and venture thy
cverfafting ftate upon him , "and truft him with
thy foul, and fetch all thy help and heal-
ing from him? When fin is remembred.and
thy Confcience troubled, and the fore-.
thoughts of judgement do amaze thy foul, doft
thou then ferch chv comfort from the view of
his blood, and the thoughts of the Freenefs
and Fulnefs of his Satsfa®ion, his Love,
and Gofpel-ofters ard promifes? Doft thou
fo build upon his promife of a Happinefs here-
after, that thou canft let gocallthy happinefs
here ,.and drink of his Cup, and be baptized
with his Bapti‘m . and lofe thy life upon his
promife that thou fhale faveit » Canft thoun
part with goods ard friends , and all that thou
haft, in hope of a .premifed Glory which thon
never faweft? If thovcanft drirk with- himof
the Irookm the nay, thou thalt alfe with bim
‘ ltft
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liftup thehead P/al. 110 w.laft. Doft thou

. perceive a Mediator as well as a God in all

thy mercies , both fpecial and common, and taft
hisbiood in ail that thou receiveft , and wait
upon his hand for thy future fupplies> Why,this
is kifling the hand of Chrift, and depending
upon him. O how contraryis the Cafe of the
World ! whofe confidence is like the Samari-
rans worfhip ; they traft < od and their Wics
and Labours ; Chrift and their fuppofed Me-
rits; I would U mighe not fay, Chrift and deceit
and wicked contrivances. Oh blafphemous joy-
ning of heaven and hell to make up one foun-
datien of their troft { '
~ 3. Examine a lictle alfo your Jove to Chrift,
Do you thus kifs the Son? do your fouls
cleave to him . and embrace him with the
ftrongeft of vour affe®ions > Sirs though there

“is nothng that the blind world is more conf-

dentin thenthis [ that they love Chrift with
all their hearts 7 yetisthere nothing where-
inthey are more falfe and faulty ; t be‘eech
you therefore deal truly in anfwering here Are
your hearts fet upon the Lord Jefus® do vou
love hiry above alfthingsia this World ? do
you ftick at your anfwer? do you not know -
fure then at beft you love him bue little | or
elfe you could not choofe but know it. Love
is a flirring and fenfible AffeQion; you knlow‘
' what

——e ;?,» -
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what itis to love a Friend"; Feel by this Puolfe,
whether you live or dy: : Dothit beat more.
ftrongly toward Chrift then to any thing elfe ?
Never queftion man, the neceflity of this;
he hath concluded, If thou love any thing
miore then bim , thow ars unworihy of Lim, nor.
canft be bis Difciple. Are thy thoughts of Chrift.
thy freeft and thy fweeteit thoughts ? are thy
fpeeches of him thy fweeteit fpeeches 2 when
thou awakeft, are thou {till with him , and is he -
next thy heart > when thou walkeft abroad.doft
thou take himin thy thoughts ? canft thou,
fay and lye not. that thou wert ever deeply.
in{ove with him,that thou doft love him butas-
heartily as chou loveit thy friend ,and artas
loth to difpleafe him; and as glad of his pre-.
fence , and art as much troubléd at his firange--

" nefsor abfence? Hath thy Minifter or godly

Acquaintance ever heard thee bemoaning thy.
foul for want of _brift. or inquiring what thou.
{houldit do to attain him : or thy Family heard,
thee commending his excellency, and labour-
ing to kindle thewr affections towards him 2why
tove will not be hid ; when ithath its defire,
it will be rejovcing; and when it wants, it wgl_l':
be ¢ omeliising Orat leaft, Can thy Con-.
{cience witnefsthy longings, thy groans | thy.
prayers for a « hrift ¢ Wilt thou ftand to the.
Téflimony of thefe Witneffes 2 Do you ’ol‘z’i:”
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his weak , his poor defpifed Members ? Do.
you vific them , cloath them, feea them to
yout power? notenly ina Cemmon N atural
Compafiion to them asthey are your Neigh-
bors : butdo you love or relieve a Pro, her in
the name of a Propher, or a Dijciple inthe name
of a Difeiple? CMar 10, 49,41,47. fhall all
thefe decide the Quedtion ? o
" Beloved Hearers, I profefsto you allin the
Name of our Lord, that itis not your bp d
and confident affirming chat you love Chrlﬁ_ S
which will ferve your turn when Chriftfball
judige’s hewill fearch deep, and judge accord- -
ing to'the truth in the inward parts. How ma-
oy thoufands will th- n perifhas his utter Ene-,
mies, that verily thought themfelves his f iends?
How eafily now might they finde their miftake,
if they-would butbe atthe pains to examine
themfelves? Ohiry. try Sirs, before Ged try.
you; judge your felves before Chrift judge
you. It would grieve a mans heart that knows
whit itis to love Chrift, to believe ,to be fub-
je&t'to him, to feec how rare thefe arein the
world, and yet how confident and carelefs moft
menare ! It may be that you may think much
that | fo queftion your love; yet Chrift that

knew all things, queftioned Peters Jove to him,. -

and that three times tillit grieved Pz . Tam
a_firanger to the moft of you, and therefore
o know
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know not your conditions or inclinations : yet
judge me not cenforious ifI fear : he worft and
if 1 meafure you by the reft of the world ; and
then I may confidently and’ fadly conclude
that Chrift hath fewloving Subjeqs among
you. Ifwe could hear your Oaths and vain
fpeeches turned to heavenly foul-edifying dif-
courfe’ and your covetoufnefs to confcionable.
ne s, and fee that the word of Chrift were your
Law, and that you laid out your endeavors for
heaven ingood earnett, then we fhould fay;
Tkefe Peaple are the lyving Subjects of - Chrifp,
Butwhen men are enemies to Chrifts Do&rine,
and ways and worfhip, and had racher live
after the flefh ,and the world, and the tradi-
tions oftheir Fathers, and are notorious fot'
profanefs, fuperftition and enmity to Reforma-
t'on, who can chufe but condole your cafe3’
and if your obftinacy will noteniure us to help
you, yer yoi thall give us feave whether you:
willorno  tolamertyou, - R

Ve 2. -Butitstime that I turn my fpeech:
to Exhortation: And oh that you would en-
courage me with your refolution to obe 1 My
bufinefs here to day is as hi. Herauld and Em.. _
baffadour , to"proclaim the Lord Jefus yous-
King and Saviour; and ro know whether you:
will heartilydcknowledg and take bim fo to be,

) !O‘I .




or not : and to perfwade you to take fo fair an
offer, while you may haveit : and to kifs the
Son , left his wrath be kindled. Thisis.my bu-
finefs here , in which if ¢ had not :ome hope to
fpeed, the Lord knows 1 would not have been
here to day. Youwillfay, Thisisa common
Errand : do you think we never heard of - brift
before? I confefs it is common . bleffed be
God forit (‘and long may it fo continue and
encreale, and letit be as conftant and durable
tousasthe Sun in the Firmameri: 2nd the
Lord grant that Englands fins 0. ¥ucunes may

never bereave them of the blefling vithe -o- -

fpel; and then icwill be'a happict {.and thén
yet ever was onthe face of theEarth)butis it as

common to receiveChrift in love &obedience? 1,

would it were I know the name of¢ brift is com-
mon;the Swearer doth {wear by it ; the Bepgar:
begs by i, the,Charmer puts itinto bis charms,
and,the Jefterinto his jefts, and every Papift

andignorant Proteftantdoth mutter it oft-,

times over his Prayers : Putwho trembleth at
it? or triumpbeth init? who maketh 1t his
Fear and his. Joy ? and give up i their fouls
and lives to be governed by Chrift 71do here
folemnty procla mto you . thatthe. Lord J¢fus
will not be put off with your complements; he-
cares not for your meer name of Chriftianity,
noryour Cap, not your knee ; If tby.heatl;t
o €
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be not fet uponhim, thouart none of his ; His
word muft be your Law , and you muft

- depend on him alone for foul and body, or ne-

ver look for mercy at his hands ; He is the

Author of eternal falvation to them ( only )

that obey bim,Heb. 5. 9, '
What fay you then, Sirs, in anfwer to my

- meflage?and what courfe do you refolve upon?

thall Chrift be your love, and your Lord, ot
not ? Will you kifs the Son, or will you {leighe
him ftil2methinks you fhould eafily be refolved,
and {1y, Away with pleafure , and credit, and
worlfdly gain ; away with thefe bewitching de-
lights and companions ; Chrift hath bought my
heart, and he (hall have it, he is my Lord, and
I will be ruled by him. Hearers, 1 hope God
hath kept you alive till now to (how you mer-
cy, and brought fome finners hither to dayto
prevail with their hearts:And my hope is forme-
what ftrengthened by Gods difpofal of my own
Spiric:I was ftrongly tempted to have preached
this Sermen in the enticing words of humane
wifdom , tending to a proud oftentation of
parts ; But Chrift hath affifted me to conquer
the temptarion, and commanded me to preach
him in plainnefs anq evidenice of the Spirit. I
come not to perfwade you to opinions: ot
fa&ions, to be for this fide, or forthat ; but to
be wich all yoyr heargs for Chrift, as ever you

. - I . ' look’




(106)

ook that Chrift fhould be for you : to [ove
him as he that hath bought you from eternal
wrath, and dyed to fave you from the everlaft-
ing burnings ; to lay hold on him with moft
earneft affeGionate apprehenfion, as a man
that is ready to drown would do upon a bough,
or upon the hand of his friend that would, pull
him ro the fhore :to wait for the Law ofthy
direGion from bim, and do nothing till thou
haft asted counfel at hisword, and. know his:
mind whether thou {houldft do it or no ;till
thon: feel thy Confcience bound by bis Law,
that thou canft not ftirr till he give thee leave ;
that the commands of parents and Princes may
floop to his, much more the commands of
cultome and company, of credit or pleafure,
of theworld or flefh : Thefe are the things that
. Texhort youto, and I muft telf you thac Chrift
doth flatly expe& them at your hands.

T will here back thefe Exhortations with:
fome perfwading Confiderations. . Think of
whatl fay , aad weigh itas we go. If 1] rp83.k:
not truth and reafon | thenreje® it with dit-

dain and fpare not : but if it be and: thy Con- -

fciencetell thee'fo, take heed then how thou
doft negle@ or rejectit, left thoube found a
fighter againft the Spirit, and left the curfe of
- God do feize uponthat heart that would not
~ yieldte truth and reafon. And

B S
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~ AndIwill draw thefe Confiderations only
frommy Text. = . .~
1. Thou art. elfe a Rebel againft thy Sove-
raign Lord. This 1 gather from the command
inmy Text ! and indecd the feope of the whole
Pfalm. God hath given theeinto the hands of
his *on. and made him Lord and King of all,
& commanded ali men to accept him , and fub~
mit unto him: 'Who can thew fuch title to the
Soveraignty ? fuch right to rule thee as Chrift
cando? Heis thy maker and fois not Satany
he . dearly bought thee, and fo did not the
wotld ; Thow waff not Redeemed With filver am{
Gold, and corraprible things.1 Pet. 1. 18. 1 make
this challenge here in the behalf of Chrift  let
any thing in the world ftep forth and fhew a
better titleto thee, tothy heart, and to thy
fife, then Chrift doth fhew : and let them take
thy heart, and take thy rule. But whydo I
{peak thus> [ know thou wil confefs itjand
vet wilt thou not yield him thy chiefeft love and
obedience ? out of thy own mouth then-art.
thou condemned. and thou proclaimeft thy felf
aknowing and wilful Rebel. = =~
, 2. Todenythy affections and fubjection to
Chrift,isthe moft barbarous unkindnefs thata
finner can be guilty of. Did he pitty thee in
thy loft eftate, and take thee up when thou laift
wourded inthé way, and maké theea pki’fﬂ'c?
: B ) 1
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of the blood of his hearc? And is this thy.re-

quital ? Did he come down from heaven to.

carth, to feek thee when thou waft loft, and
take upon him all thy dept, and put himfelf in-
to the prifon of the world and fleth ? hath he

paid for thy folly, atd born that wrach of God

tvhich thou muft have fuffered for ever ? and
doth he not now deferve to be entertained with
moft affectionate refpect? but with a few cold
thoughts intiedd of hearty love, and with a
few formal words inltead of worfhip ? What
hurt.had it been to him if thou hadft perifhed;?
what would he have loft by itif thou hadft lain
inHell>would not Juftice have been glorified
upon a difobedient wretch ? Might not he have
faid to his Fattier, What are thefe worms and
finners ro me? muft I fmart for their folly 2
miuft I fuffer. when they have finned ? muft J
debafe my felf to” become man, becaufe chey
would have exajted themfeves to become as
God ?if they will needs undo themfelves, what

© isittome? if they will caft themfelves into the

flames of Hell, muft I gothither to fetch them
out ? —— Thus Chrift might have put off the
fuffering and the fhime, aud let it fall andlie
where it was due : but he did not; His com-
pafionwould net fuffer him to fee us fuffer ;

JufNce muft be fatisfied, the threat muft be fal-
filled ; Chrift feeth'thiat we cannot overcome

) It
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‘it , buthe can, therefore hee comes down into

flefh, be Kves on earth,he fafteth, he weepesh,
heis weary, he is tempted, he hathnot a place
to put his head, he is ha:ed, he is fpic upon, he
is cloathed asa fool,and made a fcorn, he fwea-
teth blood, he is Crucified with Theeves, he
bares the burden that would have funkalf usto
Hell :and muft he after all this | be neglected
and forgotten ? and 'his Laws that fhould rule
us,be laid afide and be accounted tao ftrict and
precife for us to- liveby ? O let the Heavens
blufh ; and the Earth be afhamed 4t this bar-
barous ingratitude } How can fuch a people
fhew their faces at his comming , or look him
in the face when he fhall judge them for this. !
would you ufe afriend thus? No, nor arrene-
my. Me thinks you (hould rather wonder wi¢h
your felves, that ever Chrift (hould give you
leave to love himy and fay Will the Lord-en.
dure fuch a wretch to kifs him ? will he fuffer
himfelf to be embraced by thofe arms which
bave been defiled fo oft by the embracements
offin. » will he fo highly honour me, asto be
his fubjec and bis fervant, and to be guided by
fuch a bleffed and perfect Law > and doth he re-
quire no harder conditions then thefe for my
falvation ? Take then my heart, Lord.it is only

~ thine ; and oh that it were better worth thy ha-

ving, or takeit and make it better : the Spear:
e I3 haah
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hath opened me a paffage to thy heare, let the
Spirit open thee a.paflage into mine : deferved-
ly may thofe Gates be fuel for Hell, that would
not open to let in the King of Glory.

3. To.deny thine affection and rubjedion
to the Son, is the greatcft folly and madnef(sin

“theworld. Why doth he require this fo ear-

neftly atthy hands ?is ic_for thy hart, or' for

" thy good ? wauld he make a prey of thee for

his own advantage? isit for any need - hat he

- hath of thee, or of thy fervice, or becaufe thou

haft need of him for.thy dire@ion or falvation?
wou'd he fteal away thy beart as the world
doth to delude it? would he draw thee as Satan

“doth to ferve him, that he may torment thee ?

if fo, it were no wonder that thou art fp_h,ard-.
ly drawn to him : but thou knoweft fure that

Chritt hath none of thefe ends. . :
- . The: truth is this : His dying on the Crofs; -

is'but part of the work that is neceffary to'thy
Salvation ; this was but the paying of'the debr;

. he muft give thee moreover a peculiar intereft,
-and make that to be abfolutely thine, which

was thine but conditionally ; he muft take off
thy rags, and wath thy fores. and qualify thy
foul for the prepared Glory, and bring thee

out of the prifon of fin .and death,and prefent

thee to his Father blamelefs.and undefiled;
and cftate thee in greater dignity then

thou

s e s

( 111 ( .

“¢hou felleft from : and all this muft he do
‘drawing thee. to himfelf | and laying himfeff -

upon thee asthe Prophet upon the Child, and
clofing thy-heart. with his heare, and thy will
with his will, and thy thoughts and waies with
the Rule of his Word;And is this a%ijnﬁ thee
or for thee?is there any-hurt to thee M all chisp -
1 dare challenge Earth and Hell, and all -the
Enemies of Chrift in both , to fhew the leakt
hurt that ever he caufed tothe foul ofa belie-
ver, or the leaft wrong to the foul of any.

And muft he then have fuch a ftirtodo
thee good ? muft he fo befeech thee to be hap-

“py, and follow thee ‘with entreaties 2 and yet

arcthou flike a ftock that neither heare’s nor
fees’s ? Nay doft thou not murmur and ftrive
againft him . as if he were about to do thee
mifchief. jand would rather cut thy throat then

- cure thee, and were going to deftroy thee, and
not to fave thee ? T-appeal to any that hathnot

fenounced his Reafon, whether thisbe not no-
torious bruitifh unreafonablenefs; and whether
thou be not liker a beaft, that muft be caft or
held while you drefs his fores, then to a man
that thou}d help on his own recovery ? Foolifh
Sinner IR is thy fin that hurts thee, and not
thy Saviour : why doft thou not rather firive

" againft that ? It is the Devil that would deftroy

thee, and yet thou doft not. grudge at thy obe-
COTRTTA G e B in e dience
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dience tohim. Be'judge thy felf, whether  this

be wife or equal dealing. L

Sinner, I befeech theein the behalf of thy
poor foul,if thou have fuch a mind to renounce
thy Savicur,do it nottill thou haft found a bet-
ter Maf\ly;fay as Pecer,Wither fball we go? Lord,
thow haft the words of eternal life: And when
thou knoweft once where to be better, then go
thy way,part with Chrift and fpare not: If thy
merry company, or thy honour, or thy wealth,
orallthy friends and deligltts inthe world will
dothat for thee which Chrift hath done, and
which at laft he willdo ifthou ftick to him;
then take them for thy Gods, and let Chrift go.
In the meane time letme prevaile with thee,
asthouar: a man of rea‘on, fell not thy Saviour
till-thou know for what, fell not thy foul till

~thou know why,fell not thy hopes of Heaven
-for nothing. God forbid that thy wilfu'i folly

fhould bring thee to Hell, and there thou
fhouldft lie roaring and crying out for ever,
Thisis the reward ofmy negle&ing Chrift, he

would have led. me to Glory, and 1 would not

follow him I {old heaven for a few merry hours,
fora little hopour, and eafe, and delight tony
flefh: here I lie in torment, becaufe I would
not be ruled by Chrift, but chofe my lufts and

pleafure be fore him. ——Sinner , do 'not

thik I fpeak harfhly or uncharitably to cgﬂ
" - this

g
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this negle of Chrift thy folly : As trueas thou
liveft and heareft me this day, except thy timely
fubmiifiondo preventit{ whichGod grantic.
may ) thou wilt one of thefe dayes befool thy
felf a thoufand times more then I now befool
thee, and call thy felfmad . and a thoufand
times mad , when thou thinkeft how fair -
thou waft for heaven, .and how ready Chrift
was to” have been thy Saviourand thy Lord,
and how light thou madeft ofall hisoffers -
Either this will prove truetothy coft, or elfe
am I a falf Prophet, and a curfed deceiver. Be

wife therefore, be learned, and kifs the Son.

The former Confiderations were drawn fr8m
Aggravations of the finne ; the following are
drawn from the Aggravations of the punifh«
ment, and that fom the words of the Text
too.

L. God Will be angry if you kifs not the Son. His
wrath is as fire, and this negled-of Chrift is the
way to kindleit. 1f thouart nota Believer,
thou art condemned already: but this will bring -
uponthee a double condemnation, Believe it
for a truth, All thy finnes as they are the Cove-
nant of Works even the moft hainous of them,
are not fo provoking & deftroying as tiéy flight=
ing of Chrift. Oh what will the Fathier fay to
fuch an unworthy wrecth ! Muft I fend my Son
from my bofome to fuffer forthee ? muft he
' - ~ groan
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g}anhhen thou (houldft groan 2 and bleed

when thou fhouldft bleed. and dye when thon
fhouldft dye » And canft thou not now be per-
fwaded to embrace him and obey him mult che

‘world be courted while he ftands by.? muft he

have the naked title of thy Lord and Saviour ,
while thy flerhly pleafures and profits have
hell too hot, for fuch an ungrateful, unworthy
wretch! Mauft I prepare thee a portion of the
blood of my Son, and wilt not thou be perfwa-
ded now to drink it mutt 1 be at fo much coft
to lavé thee, and wilt thou not obey that thou

. thy heart 2 what wrath can be too great, what

nmift be faved ? Go feize upon him juftice. let -

‘my wrath confume thee , let hell devour thee,
let thy own Confcience for ever torment

. thee ; feeing thou haft chofen death, theu {halt

have it ; and as thon hat rejected Heaven,thou
thalt never fee it, but my wrath (ball abide upon
1bse for ever,Joh. 3. 36.———Woe'to the fin-
nerif this be orce thy fentence ! thou wert bet-
ter have all the world angry with thee, and

_bound in an oath againft thee, as the Jews -

againft Paxl, then that one drop of his anger
thould Jight uponithee : thou wert better have
‘Heaven and Earth to fall upon thee, then ong
degree of Gods difpleafore. .
. 3. Asthis wrath is Fire,fo is ita confuming
fire, and caufeth the finner utterly to perxfk‘i

e N,
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Alf this is plainin the Text: not that the Be-
ing of the foul will: ceafe . fuch a perifhing the
finner would be glad ot : "A happy man would
he think himfelf, if he might dye as the
bruits and be no more;but fuch withes are vain.
It is but a glimpfe of his .own condition,
which hé fhall fee in the great combuftion
of the world ; when he'feeth the heaven and
earth on fire, he fee’s but the piGure of hisap-

~ proachingwo. Butalas, it ishe that muft feel
- the devopring fire. The world will be but

refined or confumed by its fire ; but there

~~muft he burn, and burn for ever , and yet be -

neither confumed nor refined, The Earth will
not feelthe flames that burnit, but his foul
and body ruft feel it witha witnefs ; Little

know his friends that are honourably inter-

ring his Corps, what his” miferable fonl is fee-

- ing and feeling ; Here endeth the flory of his

profperity and delights, and now begias the
Tragedy that will never bave end ; Oh
how his merry daysare vanifhed asa dicam !
and his jovial life as a Tale that is told!
His witty jelts Lis pleafant fports, his Cards |
and Dice, his merry company-and wanton
dalliance , his Cups'and Queans, yea his
hopes of heaven and confident concgits of efca-
ping this wrath, are all perifhed with him inthe
way ; Asthe wax melteth before the fire, a_sh tl;. '
, ‘eha
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chaff is feattered before the wind, as the ftub~

ble confumeth before the flames, as the flowers
do wither before the fcorching Sun ; fo are all
his finful pleafures withered. confumed, fcatte-
~ red and melted. - And is not the bearty em-

bracing of Chrift ard fubjeion to him , a
cheap prevention of all this ? Oh who among
you can dwell with the devouring fire 2 who
2an dwell wirh the everlafting burmings ? 1ai.33.
14. This God hath faid he will furely doj if
younare able to gain-fay and refift- him, try your

ftrength ; read his ehal enge , //ai. 27. 4. Who

woould fet the briavs and thorns agaift me in bat-
tel? J Would go through them s | wonld burn
them together. ‘ -
3. This perifhing will be fudden and unex-
e@ed, in the way of their fin and refiftance of
Chrift, inthe way.of their flefhly delights and
hopes ; They all periftyinthe way, 1 Thef. §. 3.
Mat. 24. 37. As fire doth utterly break out in

the night whenmenare fleeping, and confu-

meth the fruit of their long labours ; fo will this
fire break forth upon their fouls; and how neer
‘may it be when you little think on it> A huh.
dred to one but fome of us prefent. thall within
a few moneths be in another world ; and_ what
world will it be, you may eafily conceive.if you
do not embraceand obey the Son. How ma-

ny have beea fmicten with Herod in the mic(l)%

. torments !
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of their vain. glory » How many like eAdkab
have been wounded ir fight, and dunged the -
Earch with their fiefh and blood, who left the
Lords people to bé fed with bread and water
of affli®ion in confidenee of their own return
in peace ? How many bave beea fwallowed up
like Pharaok and his Hoft in theix rath dnd ma.
licious perfuit of the godly ? Little thinks many
an ig’tlorant carelefs foul, what a change of his
condition be fhall fhortly find ; Thofe thou-
fands of fouls that aré now in mifery, did as
little think of _tﬁ%: doleful ftate while they were
metily pleafing the fefh onearth, and forget-
ting Chrift and their eternal ftaté, asyou do
now ; they could as contemptuonfly jeer the
Preacher as you, and verily believe that allthis
talk was but words and wind, and empty
threats and ventured their fouls as boldy upon
their carnal hopes:Little thought' Sadom of the
devouring fite,when they were forioufly.affaul-
t:ngthe door of their righteous repsover ; As
little do the raging enemies of godlinefs antong
us, think of the deplorable ftate which they are
haRing to ! They will cry out themfelves then,
Little did I think to fee this day, ‘¢t fee] thefe
me Why, thou wouldft got
think of it , or clfe thou mighteft : God told
thee'in Scripture, and Minifters in their preach-
ing, but thon wouldft not ®elieve &ill it wastgo *
late. ‘ o A
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- A little of Gods wrath will bring down all

‘this upon thofe that embrace not and obey riot

the Son. If hiswrath be kindled. yeabuta lit:
tle, ¢, As his mercy being the mercy of an
infinite God, a little of it will fweeten a world
of croffes ; fo therefore will a little of his wrathi
confime -a_iworld of pleafiirés ; one fpark fell

‘among the Berhfbemitei,and confumed fifty

thoufand and féventy men, but for looking in-

to the Ark,till the people-cry oiit,pwho can ftand
-before this Holy Lord God ? 1 Sam. 6. 19, 20.

How then will the negleGers of Chrift ftand

‘before him? Sirs , me thinks we' {hould not

thear oftthis as ftrangers or unbelievers ! Theré
did bit one fpark fall upon Exgland, and what
4 ¢ombuftion hath it caft this Kingdom into ?
hQW many Houfes and Towns hath -it confu.

‘thed ? How many thoufand of people hath it
impoveriftred ? how many children bath it left
fatherlefs? and how many thoufand bodies
hathit beréaved of -their fonls ? And though

there are ds’ rhany hearty prayers , and
tears poured forth to quench it; as moft King-

‘doms on eatth have had ; et is the fire kindl.d
afrefh, and threatrieth a more terrible defo-

lation then béfore, as if it would tutn us alf to

afhes. One fpark fell upon GFermany , asother -
‘apon Freland, and what ic bath done there, T
‘heed riot tell you. If a lictle of this wiath {,’é’

Ut
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‘bist feize upon thy body, what cryes and-groaris
and lamentations doth it raife 2 1f itbe on one
inember, yea but a tooth,how doft thou roar
with intolerable pain, and wouldft not take the
world to live for ever in that condition ?If it
feize upon . the Confcience , what torments

- doth it caufe, asifthe man were already in the

fuburbs of Hell - He thinketh every thing he
feeth is againft him ; he feareth every bic-he
eateth fhoula be his bane : If hefleep , he
dreams of death and judgement; when he awa-

" keth, his Confcience and horror awake with

him : he is weary of living,and fearful of dying;
‘¢ven the thoughts of heaven are terrrible to
him, becaufe he thinks it is not for him.-Oh
what a pittiful fight is it to feea man under the
‘Wrath of God ! And are thefe little lictle fparks
fo intolerable hot ? What then do you'think

are the Everlafting flames ? ! eloved Hearers if

G od had not fpoke this I durft not have fpoke
it ; The defire of my foul is that you may’fe.
ver feelit,or elfe I fhould never have chofén fo
anpleafing a fubje®, but that ] hope the fore-
knowing may helpyou to preventit ; But let

“me tell you from God, that as{ure as the hea-
'ven is over your head, and the earth under

your feet , eicept the Son of God be nearer

‘thy heart, and dearer to thy heart then friends,

or goods , -or pleafures, or life,'or any ;binghin
- \ ; this

ey . —g,_._h__‘———_b-—h_____.__ ten
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this world, thisburning wrath will never be
prevented. CMat: 10. 37. Luke 14. 26,

* 5. When this wrath of Gad is throughly
kindled, the world will difcern the blefled from
‘the wretched ; 7hen bleffed are shey that sruft in

~ bim. Tt isthe property of the wicked, to be
‘wifg too late : Thofe that now they ¢fteem but
-precife fools, will then be acknowledged blef-
fed men: Bear with their fcorns Chriftians in
the mean time; they will very fhortly with
themfelves in your ftead, and would’ give all
that ever they were mafters of, that they had
fought and loved Chrift as carneftly as you,
and'had a lictle of your oyl when they find
their Jampsare out, Car, 25. 8.

. And now Hearers. what is your refolution ?
perhaps you have been enemies to Chrift un--
der the name of Chriftians : Will you be fo
Aill ?Have you not leathed this bufie diligent
ferving of him ? and kated them that moft
carefully feek him, more then the vileft drunk-
ard or blafpemer ? Have not his werd and

fervice and fabbaths been a burthen to you?

Have not mpltitudes ventured their lives
againft his Ordinances and Government ? Nay
@it not almoft the common voice ofthe Nati-
onin effe&,Give us our (ports and liberty of fin-
ning ,giye s owr Readers, and finging-men, and

' drankgn
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 ditnken Preachers; give ns our Haly- daiés and

Ceremonits,and she Cuffomes of onr fore-fatherss
e Awsy with thefe precife fellows, they are am
eye-fore to'us ; thefe precife Preschers. fball nés
controll sis, this precife Scripture [hall be o Law

- tous, and confequently this Chrift fhall not

Rule overus. - o '
How long hath £xgland tebelled aginft his

‘Government ! M™ T dal told them in the days

of Queen Elizaberh, that if they would not
fetup the Difcipline of Chrift, in the Church,
Chrift would fet it up himfelf in a way that
would make their hearts to ake. Ithink theic
hearts have aked by this time : and as they
judged himto the Gallowes for his Predi@ion,
fo hath Chrift executed them by thoufands for

- theit Rebellion againft him jand yet theyare

as unwilling of his Government asever. Thé
Kings of the Earth are afraid left Chrifts Go-
vernment fhould un-king them, The Rulers
are jealous left it will depofe theém from theic
Dignities; even the Reformers that have ad-

' - ventredalltofetic up, are ‘jealous left it twill

incroach upon their power and priviledges.
Kings are afraid of it, and think chemfelves but
half Kings, where Chritt doth fet ap his Word:

‘and Difcipline. Parliaments are afraid of it;

feftit fhould ufurp their Authority. Lawyers

- arcafraid of it, Ieftic fhoutd take away their

K gaing
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gairis, and the Laws of Chrift fhould over-top
the Laws of the .and. The people are afraid of
it, left it will compel them to fubje@ion to thac
Law and way which their fouls abhor : Indeed

if men may be theit ownjudges. then Chrift -

harh no enemies in Englind at all ; we are his
friends, and all good Chriftians : It is Precifi-
ans and Rebels that men hate, and not Chrift;
~ It'is not the overnment of Chrift that weare
afraid of but the domineering of afpiring apt~
biticus Presbyters ( viz. That Generation of

. godly . fearned , humble Minifters , who have

done more then any before them,to make them-
felves uncapable of preferment or domineer-
ing ) and when men difobey and difregard our
do&rine, it is pot Chrift, but the Preacher that
they defpife and difobey. And if the Jews
might fo bave been their own Judges, itwas

not the Son of God whom thev crucified, buc -

an enemy to Cefar, and a bl'a,fphcmer ‘that
works by the Devil. It was mot Pan/ a Saint

thatthey perfecuted , but one that they found -
fo be a peftilent fellow,and a mover of fedition -

amungft the people. But were there no fedi-
tious perfons but Apoftles and Chriftians ? nor

no troublers of Ifrael, but Elias ? nor no ene-.

thies to Cefar, but Chriftand -his friends Ok, .

God will fhortly take off the vail of bypocrify

fzom theations of the world, and make theny’
: :  gone
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confefs that it was Chrift they refifted,and tha t
1t was bis holy waies and word that did kindfe
their fury ; elfe would they as foon have ;alled

_tponthe ungodly rabble, as they did upon the
moft zealous and confcionable Chriftains : -
And however you fiangle and deform them
with your falfe accufations and reproach, he
will then know and own his people and his
Caufe ; and will fay to the world, Z» defpifing
them you defpifed me 5 and in as mach a5 you did
¥t 10 one of thefe lLittle bnes, yous did 5t unto me.
‘As D Stougbton faith; If yen ffrike a Schifma-
tick, and God find a Saint lie a bleeding and yosu
to anfwer it, I would not be in yorcont for more
then you got by ir. Hath the world ever gained
by refifting Chrift> Doth it make the Crown
fic fafter on the heads of Kings ? or muft they

- ot rather do to Chrift, asKing Jobn to his
'fuppofed Vicar, refign their Crowns to him,

and take them from him again -as his Tribata-
fies, before they can hold them by a certain te-
nure? read over but this Pfam and judge. He-
rod muft kil the child 7efus to fecure his

. Crown : The Jews muft kilt him leaft 'che Ro-

mans fhould come and take away their place
and Nation, Job. 11, 48; Anddid. this means
fecure them'? ordid it bring upon them' the
deftrucion wich they thooght to avoid?2 -
Or have the people been greater gainers by
this,then their Kings ? ‘I{{Vha‘t-hath England got.
. o) by

)
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| by fcﬁﬂ'mg his Gofpel and Government,by ha-

ting his fecvants, & by fcorning his holy waies?
What have you got by it in this City 2 what fay
you ? have you yet done with your enmity and,
refiftance ? have you enough, or would you yet
have more ? 1f you have not done with Chrift,
.he hath net done with you ; you may try again,
and follow on as farre asPharaoh if you will but
if you be not lofers in the latter end, 1 have loft
my judgement ; and if ycu feturn in peace,
God hath net fpoken by me, (1 King. 22,
28 ) '
Sirs , [ am toth toleave you till the bargain

. be made : What fay yeu ? Do you heartily con-

fent that Chrift fhall be your foveraign ; his
Word, your Law; his people, your Compani-
ons; his- worfhip, your recreation; his merits,
‘your refuge ; his glory, your’ end; and him-
felf the defire and delight of your fouls? The
Lord Jefu:now waiteth upou you for your re-
folution and anfwer jthou wile very (hortly

- wait on him for thyDoomas ever thou wouldft

then have him fpeake life to thy foul, do thou
now refelve upon the way of life, Remember
thowart almoft at deathr and judgement : what

- wouldft thourefolveif thou kneweftthat it

were to-morew ? 1f thowdidft but fee what o-
thers do now fuffer for negle@ing bim that
doth new offer thee his grace ; what wouldft
- show then refolve todo? Sirs, it firreth my

' heast

-
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heart to fook upou you (as Xerxes upon his

~ Army ) and to think thatitis not anhundred

yeares till every foul of you fhall bein Heaven
or in Hell; and it may be not an 100 hours ul

" fome of your fouls muft take their leave of

your bodies ; when it comesto that, then you
‘will cry, Awaywith the world; away with my

pleafures ; pothing can comfort me now but
¢ hrift ; why then will you not be of the fame
mind now ?’ When the-world cryes. away with
this holinefs, and praying. and taiking of hea-
ven! giveus our{ports,-and our profits and
‘the cuffomeés of our fore-fathers, i. e. away

“with Chrift', and give us Barabbas: then doe
. you cry, away with all thef¢, and give us

“Chrift. ‘ - |

_ Oh, if it might ftand with the will of God,
that I might chufe what effect this Sermon
thould have uponyour hearts; verily it fhould
be nothing that (hould hurt you in the leaft bot
this it fhould be It thould now faftén upon your
fouls, and pierce into your Confciences. as an
Arrow that is-drawn out of the quiver of God ;
it (hou!d follow thee home to thy houfe, and
Bring thee down on thy knees in fecret.and make
thee there lament thy cafe, and cry out in bit-

~ ternefs of thy fpiric, Lord, ! am the finner

that have neglected thee . I havetafted more
fweetnefs inthe world then-in thy blood, and
tahen more pleafure in my earthly labours and

3 £-
e
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, thee, or meditating on thee; 1 hav. complemen-
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ted with thee by a cold profefsion;but my heart
‘was never fet upon thee : —— And here thould
it make thee liein tears andprayers; and follow
Chrift with cryesand complaints,till he fhould
«take thee up from the duft, and affure thee of

- hispardon, and change thy heart, and clofg. it

with hisown. Iftheuwert the deareft friend
that 1 have in the world, this is the fuccefs that

- I would with this Sermon with thy foul; That.it
- might be as a voice ftill founding in thine eares,

that when thou art next in. thy.finfull company
‘or delight, thon. mighteft as.it were, heare
this. voyce inthy Confcience, Js this thine obe-
dience tobim téhat bonught thee ; That when
thou art next forgetting Chrift, and negleting
his worfhip in fecret, or inthy family, or pub-
lique, thou mighteft fee this fentence, asit were
‘writtem upon thy wall, Kifi-the Son leaft be be
‘angry, and - thow perify : that thou mighteft
fee it,as it were written upon the 1 efter of'thy
Bed, asoftas thou lieft downin anunrege-
nerate flate;and that it may keep thine.eyes wa-
king, and thy foul difquieted, and give thee no
Ifit were butas mrchin my hands as itis in
yours, what fhould become of this Sermen ,
1 hope it would be the beft Sermon to thee that
ever thou heardeft ; it thould lay thee at the

: I © 7 fret

reft, till thou hadft reftin Chrift. Inaword,

Tt
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feet of Chrift,and leave theein his arms; Oh
that I did but know what Arguments
would perfwade you. and what words would
work thy heart hereto. If I were fure it would

prevail, I would come down from the Pulpit,
-and go from man to man upon ‘my knees with

this requeft and advice inmy Texe ; O kifs the

- Son left he be angry and you perify L

But if thy heardned heart make light ofalf,and
thou go on full in thy carelefs neglect of hriff;
and yet wilt not believe but thou art his friend
and fervant’, 1do here fromthe Word, and-
in the name of Chrift, pafs this fentence npon
thy foul : Thou: fhalt go hence |, and perhaps
linger out in thy-fecuritya feit days more, and-
then be called by death to judgément, where
thou fhale be déomed to. this everlafting fiery

+ wrath. Make aslight of it asthou wile, feel it

thau fhalt, put it off and fcape itif thou cantt -
and when then haft done, o boaft that thou:

* haft conquered Chrift: In the mean time, Fres:

quire this Congregation to bear witnefs ,: that:
thouhadft warning: -~ .-
This toall in general : My Text yet dire@<
eth me to fpeak more particularly to the' Rulers

and Judges ofthe Earth. o
. Honorable and Reverend Tudges,worfhipfu] -
Magiftraces, if youwere all Kings and Empe-
tors, allis one to Chrift; you were but high
and mighty duft and athes: Che'ft fepdeth .
- K4 his
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his ‘Summons firft to you ; he knows the Lea-
ders Intereft in the Vulgar ; youare the Com-
manders inthe Hoft of God and muft do him
more fervice then the common Soldiers: 1f
one of you fhould neglect him , and ftand out

againft him, he will begin with youinthe fight

of the reft, and make your greatne(s a ftep-
ping flone to the honour of his juftice, that
the loweft may underftand what they have to

doe,when they feethe greateft cannot fave

themfelves. -
Shall 1fay you are wifer then the People,

and therefore that this | Admonition is needlefs

to you? No,thenl fhonldaccufe the Spirit

in my Text : The Cedars of the Earth have
" always hardly ftoopt to Chrift, which hath.
made fo many of them rooted up. Your Ho- °

nors are. an impediment to that felf- abafing
which he expacteth ; your Dignities will more
tend to blind you, then to illuminate ; Theres
few of any fort, but feweft of the great & wife,
and mighty ‘that are called : Yeta man would

think , thatamong thofe that have held outin

thefe trying times there fhould be no need of
thefe fufpitions : But hath therenot been al-
waysa facceflion of Sinners , even of thofe that
have beheld the ruines of their Predeceffors ?
Who would have thought, thata genera-
tion thac had feen the Wondersiu Egype,and

had paged through the Sea , and been main-

tained

N
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tained in a Wildernefs with conftant Miracles,
(honld yet be fuch vile Idolaters, or murwmur-

ing upbelievers , that only two of them fhould
- enter into Reft ? The beft of Saints have need

of felf-fufpition and vigilancy ; My advice
thérefore to Youis this, Learn wifdom by the
Examples that your eyes havefeen ; 7hem that
bonor God 5 he Will honor 5 and 1hey that defpife
bim fball be lightly eficemed. 1 >am. 2. 30.
More particularly. let me advife you asyour
Duty to the Son, 1. That you take your com-
miffion&office as from him. I think it a do&rine

“more common then true , that Minifters only

are under Chrift the Mediatour , and Mag-

ftrates are only under God as Creator. Chrift

is now Lord of All, and you arehis Servants:
Asthere is no power but from' God, fo none
from God but by Chrift. Look upon your
felves as his Vicegerents; therefore do hot
that which befeemeth not a Vicegerent of

‘Chtift. " Remember , that as you fee to the ex-

écution of the Laws of the Land , fo will Chrift

fee that his Laws be obeyed by you , or execu-

tedon you. Remember when you fir, and

judge offenders, that you reprefent him that

will judge you and all the world : And oh how
lively a refemblance bave youn to raife your
apprehenfion ! Think with your felves : Thus
fhall men tremble before his Barr ;thus fhall
they wait to hear theirdoom ; and be fure-thae

vour
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you r judgement be fuch, as may moft [ively re-
preifent the judgement of Chrift; thac the juft
ma'y depart from your Barr with joy, and the

unjuft with fadnefls, Lec your juftice be moft
fevere, where Chrift is moit fevere sand fo far

as you can exercife your clemency, let it be
about thofe offences which our laws are more
rigorous againft, then the lawsof God. Be
fure yet that y-uunderftand the extent of your
commiffion ; that you are not the fole officers
of Jefus Chrift ; you are under him as he is
head over All ; Minifters are under him as he is
head to his Church, Epb. 1, 22. Minifters
are as truly the Magiftrates Teachers | as Ma-

giftrates are their Governors yea, by ashigh -

and undoubted authority muft they over-fee,
govern, and command ( minifterially as their
Lords Embafladors ) both Kings and Parlia-
ments, to do whatfoever is written in this Bi.
ble,, as you may command cthem to obey. the
lawsof the Land . yea and as ftiri®a bond lieth

on you to obey them fo far as they ff eak accor- )

d:ng to this word, and keep within the bounds
of their Calling, as doth on them o obey you
in yours, Heb. 1 2. 7, 37. Deale notwith them

fo diffemblingly, as <o call them your Paftors, -

Teachers, Qver-feers and Rulers { as Scriprure
. k] -

bidsyou)and vet to learn of them.but what vou

Dids y ! : At yot

lift.nr ro deny them leave ro teach oradvife yon

further chen they receive pasticular warrant &

C dire&ion
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_ direQion from your felves : Should our Affem-

bly limit all their Mihifteriall advice to the war-
rancand dire&ions of Parliament, and not ex-

~tend it to the warrant and dire&ions of Chrift;

would they not become the fervants and plea-
fers of men? Jyou do not your beft ro fetup aft

. theGovernment of Chrift,even that in and pro-
.per to his Church, as well as that whichis over
them and for them ;men may wel think, it is.

your own feats and not Ghrifts that you would

-advance.l would all the Magiftratesin England
did well, confider, that Chrift hath heene tea- -
ching them this feven yeares, that their own

peace or honours fhall not be fet up before his
G ofpel &Goverment;and that they do but tire

themfelves in vain in fuch attempts’; then they

would learn toread my Text with the Vulgar,

- Apprebendite difciplinam ; And if the, Decifive

power of the Miniftry be doubtfull , 'yet Iéaft
they would fet up their Nunciative in its vigor,

‘Chrift will rule England,sither as fubje@s, or as

Rebels:and all that Kings and States do gsin by

oppofing his Rule , will notadd one cubirt to_

the ftature of their greatnels- Yet Ido not
underftand by [ the Governmentjof Chrift ]
a rigid conformity to the modell of this
or that party or fa&tion, with a violent. ex-
tirpation of every diffenter. It is the igno-
rant part of Divines ( alas! fuch there are )
who with the fimple fellow in Erafmus, do ex-
' o ' pound
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"« pound Panl’s Hareticum homiizem devitai e, de

witd tolle 1t is the Effentials, & not the Acciden-
tals of Difcipline that I fpeak of : And if fo me
difengaged fanders- by be not miftaken (who
have the advantage by ftanding out of the duft
of contention ) each party hath fome of thefe

‘efsentials, and the worlt is nearer the truth then

his adverfary is aware of : And were not the
‘crowdand noife fo great, that there is po hope
of being heard,onewould think it fhould be pof-
fible to recoacile them ail : However, (hall the
work be undone, while each party ftrivethto
have the doing of it? I was afraid when I read
the begining and end of this controverfie in
France. The learned Ramus p'eadeth for Po-
pular Church - Governmentin the Synod; they
reje@ed it as anunwarrantable novelty ; the
contention grew (harp, till the Parifian Maffa-.
cre filenced the difference.’ *"And muft our
différences have fo fharpa cure 2 will nothing
unite difjoyned Chriftians,but theit-own blood?
God forbid. But in the mean time while we

quarrell. the work fandeth flill: fome would - -

have all the workers of inicuity now taken out
oof the Kindome of Chrift, fotgetting that the
"Angels muft take ‘them out atlaft, <Mar. 13.
Some Minifters think as (Mrconins did | when
he was called to the Miniftry by a Vifion, lead-
ing him into a cornfield and bidding him reap,
he tliought he muft puc in hus fickle at the bot-

tom

( 133)

tom,; tilt he was told, Domino meo non opus ef?
frramine modo arifie sn borres coliigamtur :
My Mafter needeth not fraw , gather but the

earesand it {halll fuffice.
Onece more : | know I fpeak not to the Par-

. liament that fhould remedy ic; but yet thae

you may be helpfull in your places to advance
this work of Chrift, let me tell yon whatis the
great thing in England thacryes for Reforma.
tion next our fins , even ¥ fewnefs of Over-
feersin great Congregations, which maketh
thie greatelt parc of Paftoral wok to lie un-
.done, and none to watch ever the people irr
private, becaufe they are fcarce fufficient for
the publique work. Itispitty that Aufculus,
that may be head of a Sociecy of Stadents if he
will contimea Papift, muft weave and dig for
hisliving, if he will be a Proteftant. It is pitty
that even Luthers wife and children mult wan-
der deftitute of maintenance whenhe isdead :
When £/op the Stage-player.can Jeave his
'Son 150000.1. and Rofcius have 30.1. a day for

~_ the fame Trade; and Arifforlebe allowed 8oo.

Talents to further his fearch into'the fecrets of
natore : But am I pleading that Minifters imay
have more maintenance  No, beit juft or un-
jaft, it is none of my errand.¢But oh that the
Charch had more Minifters, which though at
the prefent they cannot have for want of men,
yet hereafter they might have if it were not for
C want'

k J
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want of maintenance : Afas then, what pitty
isit that every Reformation fhould diminifh

the Churches Patrimony : If the men have of--
fended, or.if the office of Bithops or Deans -

be unwarrantable : yet what have the Reve.
nues done 2 “Is it not pitey that one Troop of
‘an hundred men, fhall have feven command-
ing officers dllowed them, befides others ; and
X000 or 40000 flaall have but one or two O
* veifeers allowed th¥h for their fouls ? when
the minifterial work is more laborious and of
greater concernment, then the work of thofe

Commanders, | tell you again, The great thing-

thatcries for Reformation in England next
to fin, is the paucity of Minifters in greac
Congregations. I tell you this, that you may
know which way to improve your feveral in-
terefts for the advancement of the Kingdom
of Chrift in England, - '

Toyou Lawyers and Jurers, my advice is
this, Ki/s ¢ be Son. Remember the judgement
is Chrifts; every caufe of Truth and Innocen-
¢y doth he own, and will call it iis Canfe; Wo
therefore to him that fhall oppofe it ! Remem -
ber every time yon take a Fee to plead againft

a Caufe that you know to bejuft, you take"
a_Fee againft 'a Caufe of Chrift, Will'you be

of counfcl againft Jhim' that is your Cotn:
fellor and King » dare you plead ' a.
gainft him ; that you exped fhould’ plead for

. yor

¥
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you ? or defire judgement (as the Jews)
againft your Lord and Judge ? Hath te not
told you , that he willfay, In acmuch as ge
did it to one of thefe little omes | Je did it arto
me ? Remember therefore when a Fee is offe-
red you againft the Innocent, that itisaF ee
againft- Chrift ; and Jwaas gain 'will be lofs in
the end, and will be too hot to }old long ; y.ou
will be glad to bring it back; i.nd glad if you
could be well thut ofit, an® cry', / fave finiaed
in betraying the Canfe of the In nocent. Say n.ot,
Itis our Calling that we muft §i ve upon ; If any
man of you dare upon fuch grounds plead a

- Caufe againft his Confcience, if his Co nicience

de not plead it again more flt arply aga inft him,
fayIam a falfe ¥rophet. Ifa ny theref ore fhall
fay of you, as the Cardinals >f Lnzher »Cur bo-=
mini 05 no%i 0bfFruitis huro & » argento 5 let the
fame anfwer ferve turn, B m pecunis ws non cus
rat, &c. If any Honoura ble or W' orfhipful
friend muft be pleafured, e nquire firf  whether -
hebe a better friend then ¢ Shift ; Tedl him,the .
canfe is Chrifts,& you can not befrier 1d him,ex. -
cept he can procure yof ;3 difpenfit:on from
hlm..WbcnPompy faw hi¢, fouldiers r« :ady to fly,
he lay down inthe paf¥ ige and told them,they
fhould tread upon hif 4 then; whicl1 ftopt their
flight ; fo fuppofe ever .y time you 2 re drawn in
tooppofea juft Caw' e that you faw Chrift
faying, Thou muft ¢ rample upon fe.if thon go. :

- ' - this
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this &s Lusher to. Melantton Ne Canfa fidei fit
fime fide : {0 fay 1 to you all, Ne Canfa juflitic
G* finc jnftitia. When you begin to be cold in.
a good Caufe, fuppofe you faw Chrift fhewing
you his fcars ; as the Soldier did to Cefar,when
he defired him to plead his Caufe; fee here, I
~ have done more then plead for you. We have
- had thofe that have had a tongue for a fee or
‘& friend but none for Chrift;but God hath now.
~ therefore fhut theirgnouths ; and we may fay
of them ( as Gramins by his bad Lawyer, when
he heard him grown hoarfe) If they bad not loft
thesr voyces, we bhad loft owr Canfe.. To con-
clude, Remember all of you, that thereisan
appeal from thefe earthly judgements ; thefe
Caufes muft all be heard again, your wittneffes
- feexamined, your oaths, pleadings, and fen-
tence reviewed ; and then (as Lampridins faith
of eAlexander Severns, That be wonld vomsit
choler if e [aw & corrupt Tudge ) So will Chrift
vomit w: ath,and vomit you out in wrath from
his prefence, if corrupt ; Therefore kifsvhe Som
left be be angry and yos perifh, &c. L am feniible .
how I have encroached on your great affairs ;
CMelanithon waswont to tell of a Prieit that
begun his Jermon thus, Sciv guod vos non liben-
ter anditis, & ego non libenter concionor, non diss
igitur vos tengam, But I may fay contrary: 1.
am perfwaded that you hear with a good will 3
-and I am certain :E
therefore 1 wasbold to_hold you'the longer,

FINIs, 0

at [ preael ngi_llingly. and



