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| 3500000800 00049
Tothe nght Honourable

Ser]eant Glyn,Now ]udge of
Affize} in this Glrcmt

S 1y excufe
‘ .; bawve fdtt.fﬁfd you,

=285 this  Sermon bad

- beene aconﬁned to

the Aunditery it was prepa-

red for:1 cannot expelt that it

foould finde that Candor and

avosr with every Reader as
1t did with the ‘

 Whenit nuft fpeake o’ ll

tbé guilty will bear 5 and tberz

A3 it




The Epifile
it will gall. Innocency is pa-
tient in bearing a reproof ,and
charitable in the interpreta-
tion,but Guilt will finart and

quarrell, and ufually make o

fanlt in bim that findeth one
inthem. Yer Iconfeffethisis
but a poore juflification of kis
filence, that bath a Call to

fpeak. Bothwmy Calling and  }

(| ihis Sermon wonld condenmn

me, if on [uch grounds I

Should draw backe : Butmy
backwardne(s was canfedby

the rea f wnwhich T ibenten-

dred your Lord-fbip as my

ex-

- Dcdi\catory_.

excufe,viz. Becanfe bee is
nothing but what is common,
and that itisin as common
and bomly a drefs. And 1 hope

wengednot feare that qur la-

. bours are dead, "ﬂkk'ﬂé_i'he.

Preffe fball give them life.
Wee bring not Sermonsto

- Church, aswedoaC qr P" fot"

aburiall : If therebelifein
the, and life in the Hea-
rers, the connaturality will
can( fiech an amieable clofure,
that through the Reception,

& Retention,and operationof the

foule, they will be the dismor.
- Aa tal]




The Eplﬁle

.tall ﬁed of a life ewerlaﬁmg
But yer ﬁeemg the Prefs bath

a louder voice then niine, and |
the matterinband is of fuch
exreedmg neceffety, I jbal not:

| rcﬁt e npon [uch an invitati-

ony to bee a remcmbmncer to
the world, of a Do&rme and

dutyof fi m:b high concermment,
' though they bave beard it ne-

vér / 0 oft before.Secing there-

E fon Linuft prefent that now
to your eyes, which 1/ately
“prefented to your eares, I [ball
takg the boldue[fe 2o add one

werd of Application in this
. E_

Dcdlcatory |
E pzﬁle, which I thow ht not

feafonable to ment:orz iz the
forft de/zwer] 5 and tbat jlmll
bee1o your Lordjbip and all
others in  your prefent cafe,
that ave eleSted menmbers of
this expeSted Parliament. Bee
fureto rémember the intere ﬂ' '
of your foveraigne, the great

Lord-FProteCtor of Heaven
and Earih: And a5 ever you
will make binm comforttzble
accompt of your Power, Abi-
lities, and Opportunities of

ferving bim,fee that yon pri-
| fer bis intereft before FEId

A8 DHHE,




Dedicatory,
Watch againf} the incroach
wents of your owm;: carnall
nterefts,confult not with flefb °
andbloodynor gigegt the hea-
ring when it fball offer you
it adwice. How fubiilly will
stinfipnate, bow jmportu.
have, and all that you can V”’a,rel).l will i #ge yoit.£ bow '
4T i certainly will it marre all, if
doe I am bold with all pof- f _ |
fible earncfiueffe, to entrear 8 I°%00¢10t Conflantly andre- .

[ Jolwedly warch? O how bard,

The Epiftle

OWNE, or any wans on earth*
If you goenot thither as fent
by Him, with a firme refoln-
ton to ferve bim firft, you
were beiter fit at home : for-
get not thatbe bath laid claim
o you, and to all that you

yeu, yea as Chrifts Minifter

torequire you, in his Nawe,
0 ﬂud} ‘and rementber bis
bufinefe andintereft, and fee
‘that it have the chiefe place
in all your confultations :

watch

but bow bappy. is it to con-
quer this carnall felfe : Re-
member ftill that you are not

yourown, that you have an.

unfecne Mafter that umft bee

pleafed,




| The Eplﬁie
B ‘plezzﬁd whoever be dzfplea-

/ ed:\@“ an mzﬁem[f mgdonz 1o

‘be obtained, and an invifible
foule that muﬂ: bee [aved,
thongh all the world be Io[i

Fixyour eye flill on bim,that

made andredeemed you, cmd -

_,rupan the ultimate end of your
|  Chriftianraces and doe no-
thing wilfully,  nuworthy
fuch a Mafter, and fuch an
end. Often renew’ your felfe-

refignation, and devote your

_ felfe 1o bim 5 ﬁt chofeatlis
Il = worke and be fure that it bee *

His, both-in the Maiter, zmd

1.

| Dedlcatory |
in your Intefzt If Corzfczencc .

ﬂ:ould at any . time ‘aske,

( Whofe worke are’ you
A domg ) or 2 man .
ﬂaould pluck yon. by the
ﬂeew,and fay,( Sir, Whofe

Caufe are you now plca«-
ding #-) See that you have

4 " t’"C dﬂfW@r Of a Cbrz/hd” at
# - band, delay not -Gods worl{g
i tzll YK bave done yo.zr ow,
. or any ones elfe : Tow'l beft

fecﬁre the Connnon-wealth
“and your own mtere:ﬁ by loo-
" king firft so: His. By ifegle-
&mg this) dnd being (amafly




The Epiftle
wife, we bave wheel d abont

Jolong inthe wildernefs, and -

loftthofe 4d@aétager againft
the Powers of Darkepeffe,
which we Rnow np: whether
we [ball ever recover again.

Dedicatory. |
lemne Vowes, Proteflations,

and Covenants ; and whar

advantages carnal felfe bath
fince got @ turned the ftrean
another way ! fo that the
fante men bave fince been the

It is the great aftomifbyent of
Sober menandnot the legff re-
proachhat ever was cafton
our holy Profeffion, tothink,

inftruments of our calamity,
in breaking in pieces, and dif-
bonouring the Churches of
Chrift 5 yea and gone fo near

with what a %zale for the

work of Chrift, wen feem:d
1o be animated ip the begin-
ning of onr difagreements ;

and how decply they did ep»
gage themfelves to bintin fo-

lemye

tothe takng down ( as yuch

as inthem lay) the whole Mi-

i ﬁry‘tbat ftandapprived in
the Land:0 do not by trifling,
give advantage to the Temp-
ter, to deftroy your werk_and
‘you together. Take warning

by




Thci‘EpiﬁIc | g fgfdlcatori "
i 20this; that unwirthy men be
b) th: fad experiences of what remowed fromMagiffracy an .

B past 5 beftir yon fpeedily {
- andvigorouflyfor Chrift, as Miniftry, and the places fup. .

| plyed withthe fitteft that can |

‘knowing your oppofition and

| bebad 3. That .4 compelent -

the fbortuefe of your time :
‘Blefled is that {ervanc

whom his Lord when hee

" commeth thall find fo do.

‘ing. Ifyon aske me wherein
this intereft of Chrift doth con-

f ﬁ e I fballtell you but in a

few unqueﬂzorzable particn.-
lars.x.Inthe mainthat trutb,
- godlineffe, and bongﬂy, bee
conntenanced & enconrage ed,
and their contraries by all ﬁt
weans [uppreffed. 2. In order

to

\ maintenancemay be procured
where it is waniing, efpecial-
~ly'for Cities ¢ great Towns,

where more Teathers are [ 0

b

mceﬂ'a)y in fome proportwn;

* |
1 which the Country doth fo
| much depend Shall an age of
| fuchbigh pretences to Refor-.
 mation,andzeal for the Chur.

LY

tothe number.of fouls,and o

' ches, alienate fo much; and.

tberz leawe them deffztute and

f s \




. The Epiltle | Dedicatory.
|- Sy, It cannot bebad. 4. That - by atser of ewident Nece/-
righimeaus be ufedwith fpeed | fitie & Verity This wil ferve
and diligence, forthe healing 1 For a Teft to the Churches,
of our dywifions, andthe wiii- % 1o difornthe found Profeffors
ting of all thetrune CburChGJ' Of s from the unf onnd ( as to their
Chrift (at leaft inthefe Nati- :li doCrine \ andto Rnow thei
ons 3 and O that your endea- v il b ousthe y way clofe as
|~ vours wight be extendedmuch - \" Brethren,and whom they muft
furthee ) to which end I fball rejest. 2. For a Tefttothe -
mention but tbd'e two neanes ‘ Magi ﬁrate of the Oythodox to
of moft evident weceffity. § pe encouraged, and of thein-
; 1. That therebe one [criptures | tollerably Heterodox, which it
- Creed, or confeffion of Faithy " foems is intendedin the 37.
agrecdon by a general affent~" | grticle of the lase forned Go-
bly of able Minifters, ducly y wernmeit, where all that will
and freely chefen bereunto, | bawe liberty, wmft profeffe
which fball containe nothing | (faith inGod byFefnsChrift)

butr | which

K -
o,

-




o 'The Eplﬁle o
 whichinaClrifan nce

contprebend every true funda-
mental or Article of our faith:.

%
f

intended. (As if aRanter !

Andyno dowbt, it is not the
bare peaking of thofe words

in an wnchriftian fence that is

fbould fay that binfelf isGod

and bis mateirjefu.errtﬁ-)' 1™ il
- Jouls, rneglect not thefe un-

2. Thatthere be a publique
-~ eftablifbment of the neceffary
liberty of theChurches.to mcet
by their Officers & Delegates

 onall juff occafions,in affem-

blies fmaller or greater,(even

National whenitis nefeﬂ" ary)
Seezng without [uch affocia-

~ lione

-

i
f

!

Dedicatory.

tions @-.comnmmnion inafferk

blies; the unity & concord of
the Churches is riot like to be
wnaintained. 1exclude not the

Magiﬂmte,r intefeﬁ, or over- |

Jight, 1o f e that they doe not
tranfgre(fe their bounds. As

you love Chrift, and bis

Church 4ﬂd'60fpel,aﬂdﬂzefz5‘ KN

b gue flionable points of bis in-
- terefty and make them your
i §t and t'hiefeﬁbgtﬁm[f,and .

~ let none bee, preferred before .

Eim, till yos lg_tzo_w thens to be
of more autboqz'_ty over you,

- and b?ttfrﬁieqd; to you then
| Chrift -




TheEpiftle
Chvift is:Shonld ibere be any
among you,. that cherifb a fe-

| Dcdicatory;

- and binder osr 'imiorz,' that
 they may have pariies ready

to ferve their ends 5 I would

#ot be intheC afe of fuch wesn,

when God arifeth to Judge
‘them, for all the Crownsand |
Kingdomsonearth 1 If they

- Stamble on this ftone it will -

cret Root of Infidelity , after |
-~ fuch pretences to the pureft |
Chriftianity & are wealons of
Chrift left be fb ould over-top.
theny and do (et up anintereft
inconfiftent with his fove-

‘raignty, and theréupon grow

je_alom of the liberties and

theunity and [trength of bis

break thein in pieces, but if it

| | fd” upoh them it will griﬁd
power of bis Minifters,and of .

the to powder. They may feem

- 2o prevail againft bimawhile

Church 5 and thinke it their | when their Juppofed fucceffe
beft policy to keep under bis | is bur 4 profperons felfe-dle-
Minifters, by bindering their § firo ying 5 but marke the end,
from theexércife of their ofe | when bis wrathis kindled,yea
ficeyand to foinem divifions, § buty Betle; and when thefebis
- - and § | enenijes




Tht_f.piﬁl_e, &e. \
aemies that would not-hee

| /bOuld‘_fmign over bim, are.

: brou.ghtforth and deftroyed :

before bin, then they will bee }

convinced ofthefll of thei

Rebellion;in the rneantivelet

B wifdome be juftified of ber §

- Children. - ~
MyLord,I had nat trosnbled
you with [0 niny words, bed

Lnot judged it probable that -
many more whom they concern %
“may pernfe them.. I remaine

oy "Your Lord(hips Servant
- %% in the Work of Chrift,

 Auguft. 8.
T 1654,

Rich. Baxiers

7

N

L Bk

| fatsesststansnnss.

A Sermon of the Abfo.
lute Dominion of God-Re- .
,-deemer ; And'the Neceflicyof -
© - being Devet}clc'iandLiving S
to hun, °

1 Cor, 6.19, 20. -
= Axnd ye are not your owse, for ye

{ are bought with a price , thevefore

Zlorifie God inyonr body, and in yenr

[pirit, which are Gods.-

. Sasae [Indamentalls in Religion -

AGEMY) are the life: of the fupere

!

. reft ¢

; \"_f\*“ -ftruture. Like the Vicalls -
and Naturalls in the bg.

| dy, which arcfirft neceffary for
3, themfelves and you alfo, for the

quickning andnourithing of your
there being nog life op
‘ B growth

. v Y




E.” .

‘grthh of the. inferiar parts, but

what they doe receive from .the

powers of thefe, its buta dead dif= |

courfe which is ' not animated by
thefe greater Truths, What ever the

bulke of its materialls may. confitt }

of, The frequent repetition therfore

 ofthefe, isas excufable. as frequent

‘preaching. Andthey chat naufeate
" itas loathfome battologie, do love
Novelty better then Verity, and
. playing with words to ‘Plcafc the
fancy , rather then clofing_with
Chrift to fave the foule. And as it
is the chiefe parc of the cure in

moft cxternall maladies, to corro-
borate the vitall and naturall pow-

ers; which then will doe the worke
themfelves; fo is it the moft ef-
fettuall courfe, for the cure of par-

ticular mifcarriagesin menslives,

to further the maine worke of
‘graceupon their hearts: couldawe.
make men better Chriftians, it

A -~ would

. [3] _,
would do much to make them bet~ -
ter Magiltrates; Councellors, Ju-
rersy Witnefles, Subjefts, Neigh-
bours, &c. And this muft be done

by the deeper imprefle " of thofe -
vitall Truths,and the Good in
them .exhibited, which are ade-
quate objelts of our vitallgraces,
Coould we help you to wind up.the
{pring of faith,and fo move the
firft wheele of Ghriftian Love, wee °
{hould-find it the readieft and furet
meanes to move - the inferior
wheeles of duty, The Hawes and

" Irregular motions -without , doe

{hew that fomething is amifs with-
in3 which if we could re&ifie, wee
might the cafier mend the reft:
Ithall fuppofe therefore that I need
no more apologie for chufing fuch:

- a fubje&t at fuch a feafon asthis,
- then for bringing bread to a feaft:
' Andif I meditatethe braine and
. heart, for the curing of fenflefle

B2  paraly-




[4] _
paralyticke members, or the inor-
dinate convilfive motions of any
hearers, I have the warrant of the
Apoftles example in my Texc; a-
mong other great enormitiesinthe
Church of Corinth, hee had thefe

three to reprehend and heale ; Firft
 their fidings and divifions occafi-
ned by fome faftious (elfefeeking
teachers. Secondly, their perfonall
contentions by Lawfuites, and thac
before unbeleeving Judges. Third-
ly, the foule fin' of fornication,
which fome among them had faln
into,the great cure which heufeth
to all thefe, and more efpecially to
the laft, is the urging of thefe great
foundation Truths; whereof one
is in the words before my text, viz.
the Right of the Holy Ghoft 5 the
cther in the words of my Texc;

which containes firft, A deniallof

“any Right of propriety in them-

felves. Secondly , An afferting of |

Chrifts

-

Ls]

- Chrifts propriety inthém. Third<
ly, theproofe of this from his pur-
chafe,which is his Title. Fourthly,

-~ their duty concladed from the for-
_mer premifes ; which is soglorifie
God, and thae with ‘the whole
man, with the {pirit, becaufe God
Is afpirit, and loathes hypocrifis;
g;with thebody, which is particutac-
y mentioned, becaufe it feemes |
they were encouraged to fornicati-
on by fuch conceits, that it was but
an alt of the fleth, and not of the
minde, & therefore as they thoughe
the fmaller fin. The Apofties words
from laft to firft according tothe
order of Inteention doe ¢xprefle,
firft mans duty, to glorifie God
with fouleand body, and not to
ferve our luftss Secondly, the great
fundamental; obligation to- this
daty, Gods Dominion or proprie-
ty. 31y The foundation of that Do-
Riinion,Chrifts purchafe;according
. 3 L to .

~




~ the order of execation from firft to
laft,chefe three great fundamentails
of our religion lie thus. FirftChrifts
purchafe. Secondly, Gods propri-
ety thencearifing ; Thirdly, mans
duty, wholy to glorifie God, ari-
fing from both. The argument lics
thus. They that are not their owne,
but_wholly Gods, fhould wholly
glorifie God, and not fervetheir
Jufts : but you are not your owne,
but wholly Gods: therefore you

fhould wholly glorifie God and

not ferve your lufts. The major is

cleare by the common light of na-

ture. Every one fhould have the
ufe of their owne, The Minor is
proved thus. They that are bonghe
with a price are not their owne,but
his that ‘bonght them ; but you are

bought with aprice : therefore, &c.

For the meaning of the termes
briefely : [savloy ) veffri., as the
vulgar; veftrs juris, a8 Bexaand o=

. thers

Y

o L21
thers; is moft fitly expreffed by our

Englith [ your owne yee
bought: Ja ﬁne‘éda:b; 'g:i}se[;z{r, failx;fx

 Psfearérsfor | yee are redeced ]

[ with a price. ] Theén is rio buy-
ing without'a pric¢e: This therefore

~ isan Emphaticall Plosnifiias, as

Bexay Pifcator, and others :- asto
fec with the eyes, to hear withthe
ears : Or elfe[ aprice Jis put for
[ agreat price | as Calvin,- Peter
Martyryand Pifcatérrather thinks:
And therefore ‘the vulgar addsthe

. Epithet[ magnoT] andthe Arabick

[ pretiofo ] as Beza notes; asapree-
ing to tha_t of 1 Pet.1.18.1 fc‘cg not,
but"wee may fuppofe the Apoftle
to refpet both the parchale and

‘the greatnefle of the price; as Gro=

tins and fome others doe, [ Glori-

fie God Jthat is, by ufing your bo-

dies and foules wholly for hir
nd fou im
and abftaining from ythefc Tufts

‘Whif:h do difhonor him. The Vul-

B4 gar




‘ [8] |
.gar 2dds [ & portate ) q.4. beare
God about in your hearts, and
lec his {piric dwell with you in-
ftcad of luft. Buc this addition is

contrary to all our Greck Copies.

Grotius thinks that fome Copies
had [ ea 778s% Tand thence fome

unskilfull fcribe did put [ des7s .

however it {eems that reading was
very antient, when net onely  Ax-

.. Binybut Cyprian and Tertnllianfol-
" lowed ir, as Beza noteth. Thelaft

wordes [ and in your fpirit which
are Gods ] are out of all the old

~ Latin Trapflations, and therefore =
its like out of the Greek which

they uled : But they are in all the
pretent Greck Copies except our
M.8. asal{ointhe Syriack and A-
rabick verfion. o
The reft of the explication (hall
follow the Doltrines , which are

_ thefe.

Dok, 1. weeare bought wich’é.
price, - - Deit,

-Doft, 2. B

i,

rit. Inthefe three conclu

ecaufe we are fo bought
Wweare notourown, buthisthar -

boughtus, . - _
Dott. 3, Becaufe weare not our
own, but wholly Gods , therefore
wee muft ‘not ferve our lufts, but
glorifie him inthe Bod‘j-and Spi-
1ons isthe -
fubftance of the Text; which I (hall
firlt explain, and then make appli- .
cation of them in thatorder asthe
Apoitle here doth, DRI

" The poines thar need explicntionf |

. ﬂf’_tbﬂf‘e‘. -

Firlt, in whatfence weare faid
to be bought withapriced who.
boughit us? and of whom?and from
what? and with what price?

- Secondly, How wee are Gods
own upon the Title of this pur-
chafe, , S

Thirdly, How wee arc ot our
own. - - S
. Foeutrhly, What it isto glorifie

| | Bs 7 Goy




Lio]
God in Body and in Spirit, onthis
account, - -
Fifthly, who they be thaton
this ground are or may be urgedto
thisduty, _
Fitft, For the fuft of thefe,

whether Baying here be taken pro-
perly or metaphorically, I willnot-

now inquire. -
“Firft , mankind. by fin became
guilty of death, liable to Gods
wrath ; "and a flave to Satam, and

his own lufts. The fentence inpars

was paft, and executicn begun, the

reft would have followed , ifnot .

prevented. This is the bondage

from which we were Redeemed.

- Scecondly, he redeemed us, isthe
Son of Cod; himfelf God and man;

and the Father by the Son. . Aéts

" 20.28. Hee purchafed us with his

own blood, | :

" Thirdly , the price was the
whole humiliation of Chrift ; in
: o the

3

oo Lo
the firft a& whereof ( his incars
nition ) the Godhead ‘wasalone, -
which by humbling it felfe , did
fuffer reputatively, which. could
not really s-In the reft the whole
petfon was the ufferer, but il the
Ruiane, 'aa;g‘lfe ,R_'ca’_l_ly, and the D7
vine bt 4 ’

Répiitatively, And why we

-may not:adde as part of the price,

thié merit of that obedience,where-
in -his fuffering did not confift,
I'yet fee not. Bug from whom were
weredeemed 2 © |
" Anfw. From. Satan by refcue
againft his will: From Gaods
wrath or Vindi&ive juftice by his
Qwn procuiement and confent. He
fubftitpeed for us fuch a facrifice, -
by whichhee could s fully.attain
the'ends of his righteous Govern-
ment, in the Demonftration of his
Juftice and hatred of fin, as ifthe
fnnechad fuffered himfelf; And
in-this foundfence’, it is far from

bcing




. [ 12 ]
- being an abfurdity, as the Socini-
an dreameth, " for God to fatisfic
. his own Fuftice, or to bay us of hini=
Jelf: or vedeemns from bimfelf. .
2. Nextletusconfider, how we
#re Gods upon the Title of this
purchafe? By [God 7 here is meant
both the Son,who being God,hath

gipcugcd' a right inusbyhisRe+

emption;. and alfo the Father,
who fenthis Son, and redeemed
s by him,and to whom it was that
- the Son redeemed us. Rev. 5.9.
Thon haft redeemedns ro God by thy
Blosd. In one word , it is God as
Redecmer,the manhood alfo of the
- fecond perfon included, that hath
purchafed this right. Here.you
muft obferve, that God as Creator
had a plenary Right of ptopriety

- and Government 5 on which hee

founded the Law of workes that
then was: <‘This righthe hath not
Ioft: ©Qurfaldid lofe our Right

i

T3]

" inhimybut could not deftroy his
rightinuas, Becaufe it deftroyed -

our right,therefore the promiffory
part of that Law, ‘was immediate-
1y thereupon diffolved , or ceafed
through. our ‘incapacity ( and
therefore Divines fay; that asa

Covenant it cealed '} bue becaufe

it deftroyed not Gods Right,there-
fore the precepive,and penall parts
of that Law do flill remain. Buc
how remain? In theirbeing : bue
not alone, or without remedy. For
the Son of- God beeame a facrifice
in our ftead; not that wé might ab-
folutely , immediately , or ipfs
fatto,be fully delivered, or thata-
ny man thould sb.ipfa boftiafrom
t&'{refy facrifice as inade, ‘havea
right to the great benefits of perfo-
nall, plenary Reconciliationand
Remiffion, and everlafting life 5
but that the neceflity of perithing
through the unfatisﬁ_cdpneife of

juftice
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juftice for -the alone offencds a-
gainft the Law of workes, bein
removed from man..nd, they
might all ‘be delivered up to him,

as Proprietary ¢ Reflor, that hee

might rule them as his redeemed
ones, and make for them fuch new
Lawes of grace, for the conveyan-
ces of his benefits,as might demon-
firate the wifdome and mercy of

our Redeemer, and be moft fuita-

ble to hisends. Theworld isnow
morally dezd in {in, though natu~
rally alive, Chrift'hath redeemed
them, bucwill cure them by the
aluall conveyance of the bencfits
of Redemption, or not atall. Heé
hath'undertaken to this end, higi—
felf to be their Phyfitian, toctfré
all that will come to him, and take
him {6 td'bé, and truft him, and o~
bey him in the Application of his
Medicings. . Hee hath_ere@ed an
Hofpitall, his Church, ‘to thisend ,
' and

Ersj

and commanded all to comeinto
this Ark.Thofe thatare far diftant,

! ‘e firt commandeth to come nea-

rer, and thofe that are neare, hee
inviteth to come in. Toomanydo
refufeand perith in theirrefufall..
He will not fuffer allito.do foy but.
mercifully boweth the wills of his
Ele&, and by an infuperable pow-
erfull drawing,  compells .them to
come in.. You.may fee thenthat
here is a Novuws Fus & Dominsj &
Imperii , a new right.of Propriety
and rule, founded on the new bot-

" tom of Redemption: But that this

doth not deftroy the old which
was founded on Creation ; butis
in the very nature and ufe of it,an
cmendative addition.Redemption
is to mend the Creaturenotof any
defe&t that was.leftin the Creati~-
on,but from the ruine wiich:came -
by our defacing tranfgreflion, The
Law of grace upon this Redemp--
- tion,
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- tion, isfuperadded tothe Law of
nature given on the Creation: not

toamend any imperfe&ions in

thatLaw, but o fave the finner

from its tnfufferable penalty , by

diffolving its obligation of him
thereto.And thus in- jes nature and
ufe itis a remedying Law. And
foyoumay fee that Chrift isnow
the Owner, and by right the Go-
vernor of the whele world, on the
Title of redemption, as God be-
fore was, and fill isonthe Ticle
of Creation.

3. By this you may alfo perceive’

in what fence, e are nor oy owne.
In the ftrieft fence there is no
proprietary, or ablolute Lord in
the world but God. No man can
{1y, thisisfully and fri&ly mine,
&od gives us indeed whatever wee
enjoy; but his giving is not "as
mans: we part with our Propriety
in that which we give :5_but.God

__ Kives

-
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‘glvesnothing {o. Hisgiving tous

makes it not thelefle hisown. As
aman giveth hisgoods to his ftow-
ard to difpofe of for hisufe, or
‘inftrupients to his fervant to doe
his work with, {oGod giveth his
benefits to us. Or at the utmoft, as
you give cloathes toyaurchild,

¢« which arg more. yours . ftill then

his,and you may take them away
at your pleafure. I confefle when
God hath told us that hee will not

- take them away, hee isas it were, -

|

|
:

|

¢

obliged in fidelity. to concinue
them, butyet doth nothereby lec
go his propricty. And {o Chrift
bids us call noman on Earth Fa-
ther, that is, our abfolute Lord or
Raler, becaufe: wee have but one
fuch mafter,  who is in Heaven.
Mar, 23. 7,8, 9, 10. So that you
may {ee by this, what Propriety is
lefcus, and what right wehaveto

our f{elves, and our Poffeflions: E-
| - ven
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venfuch afleward in his Mafters
goods, or a fervant in his
tooles, or a child in his coat,
which is a propriety in proper
{ubordinate and fecundum gurd,and
will fecure us againft the ufurpa-
tion of another: One fervant may
not take his fellowes inftrament

from him, nor one child, hisbro=*

thers coat from him, withoutthe
Parents or Mafters confent. They
have them for their ufe, though
not the full propricty :- It may bee
called a propriety in refpe& to our
fellow fervant, though ic{be not
properly fo, as we ftand inre(p:&
to God. Wee have right enough
to co nfute theLeveller:- butnot
to exem pt ‘either wsor ours from
the clainy and ufe of- our abfolute
Lord . = -~ . .

4. ‘For the fourth Queftion,
What itis to glorifie: God in body
and {pirity [ anfwér'inaword: It

is,

iy

]

3

b
|
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is, when upon true believing ap-

~ prehenfions of his right to us, and

of our great obligatins to himas
our Redeemer , wee heartilyand
unfeignedly devote our felves to
him, and live asa peoplefodsvo-
teds fo bending the chickeft of our
care and ftudy, how to pleafe him
in exa&eft obedience,thac theglory
of hismercy and hollnefs, & of his
wife and righteous Lawes, may be
icen in our converfations; and that

theholy conformity of our lives

- tothele Lawes,may fhew that there.
is the like conformity in our

mindes, and that they are written
in our hearts; when the excellency

| of the Chriftian Religion is{o ap-

parent in the excellency of our
lives , caufing us to do that which
no others canimitatec, that the
luftre of our gocd workes may
fhinebeforemen, and caufe them
glorific our Fatherin Heaven. To

conclude,
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conclude, when wee fti]] refpe&
God as our onely abfolute Sove-
raign, and Chrift as ourRedeem-
er: and his {pirit as ourS:n&ifier y
and hisLaw as our Rule that the

doing of his will and he denying
ofourown, is the

the glorifying of God chat Kath
Redeemed us.” . - :
5. The laft queftion is,who they
¢ that are and may be urged to
glorifie God on thijs ground chat
he hath bought them? Doubtleffe,
onely thofe whom he hath bought:
butwho arethofe? It difcouragech”
me to teltyou, becaufe among the
godly, jtisa controverfie; but if
they will controvere points of
fuch great moment, they cannot
difoblige or excufe g5 from
preaching them. Among the vari-

€ty of mens opinions, it is fafe to

{peak

daily work of
our lives, and the promoting of- |
hisblefled ends is ourend, thisjg*

o 0y

’

i
|

/1
|
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{peakin the Language of the holy
Ghoft, and accordingly tobelieve,
iz, that [ as by the offence of one,

Judgement came tpon allimen to
condemnation, even o by the

righteoufnefle of one, the free gift

came upon allmen to juftificatis

~onoflife. Rom, 5.18.7] And that

¢ gave himf{elf a ranfome for all,
and ische only Mediator between
God and man. 1 Tom. 2.556. That

8- heis the propitiation for our fins , |
and not for ours onely, but alfo for

the fins of the whole world. 1 Zob»n
2. 2. That God is the Saviour of

all men , "efpecially of thofe that
believe. 1 Tins, 4. 1'0. Thar hee is

the Saviour of the world.- Jobn. 4.

2. 1 John 40 14,15, That hé taft-
gth dCZth ﬁ;}r cier; man. He. 2.
9. with many the like, Itis very
fad to confider, how mens unskill-
fullnefle to reconcile Gods gene-
rall grace with his fpeciall, and vo

aflign
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aflign to its proper part, - hath
- made the Pelagians ~ and their
fucceffors to deny the {pecidll
grace, and too many of late, no
leffedangeroufly to deny the gene-
rall geace; and what contentions
thefe two erroneous partics have
maintained , and ftill maintain in

the Church, and how few obferve -
or follow that true and fober ;

mean which Auffin the Maule of
the Pelagians, and his fchollars
Profper, and Fulgentins walked in!
It when our dark confufed heads ,
areunable to afsign cach truchics
place, and rightly to order each
wheel , and pin in theadmirable
fabrick of Gods Revelations, we
fhall therefore fall a wrangling a-
gainft them, and reje& them, wee
may thenbe drawn to blafpheme
the Trinity, to reje& either Chrifts
humane nature or his Divine, and
what truth fhall we not be in dange

- 3y

—
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er-to lofe. To think this general}

gracc. to bee inconfiftent with the
{peciall, is no wifer then to thinke -
the foundation inconfiftent with
the Fabrick that bujle thereupon,
and that the builders themfelves

fhould have fuch thoughts; isa
matter of compaffionate confideras

« tion, to the friends of the Church.

Doubtlefle Chrift dyed not for ajl
alike, nor with equall intentions
of faving them; and yet he hath
born the-finns of al men on the
Crofle, and was a facrifice » propi-
tiation and ranfom for a]] Even
}bey thatbring in damnable here.
tes, deny the Lord that bought
them, and bring on themfelves
fwifedeftru&tion. 5 p,r, 2. 1. God
Jent nat his Sex ixnto she World to con-
demn theworld, but +ha the world

throngh him might befaved, He thar

- believeth on bim i; ot Condemmed 5
. bt be that éel:‘cwtb)m, is condems~

ved
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ned already, becanfe hee hath nor
believed in the name of the onely be-

gotten Son of Godi- And this is the

condemnation, that light is come ix-
tothe world, andmen {oved darknefs
vather then light\becanfe their deeds
were eviil. lohn. 3. 17y 18,19, 1
doubt not but my Text doth war-
rant me to tell you all,that you are
not.your own , but are
withaprice, and therefore mug
glorifie him that bought you: And

Iam very confident,that ifany one

at judgement will be the advocate
of an unbeliever, andfay, hede-

ferves nota forer punithment for

finning againft the Lord that
bought him, his plea will not bee
taken: Or,ifany fuch would com-
fort the con{ciences in Hell, or go.
about to cure cthem of fo much of

- their torment, by telling them,

that they never finned againft one

_that redeemed them, * nor ever re-

jeled

ought . .
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jefed the blood of Chrift (hed for
them , andtherefore need not ac-
cufe chemfclves ofany fuch finne, -
thofe poor finners would not be 2~
ble to believe them. If itbe onely
the Ele® with whom wee
muft thus.argue [ you are not youg
Own: you ar¢ bought with a price,
thcréfzre glorific God ] and then .
€an we truly plead thus with none
till wee know them to be Elet:
which will not be in this world! I
do not think Pan/ knew them all
tobe Eled that he wrote to, 1 nean,
abfolutely chofen to falvation: nor

do I think he would fo perempto-
rily affirm them to be bought with:

- apriee, who were fornicators, de-

.‘.j‘

fcauders, contentious, drunk ac the.
Lords fupper, &'c. and from hence
haveargued againft their fins, if he
had taken. this for a Priviledge

} properto the ele&. I had racher fay.

E
.
'

3

to” fcandalous finners [iyon are
: C boughc
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bought with a -price 4 - therefore
glorific God jthen( you are abfo<

folutely ele& to (alvation, there-~

fore glorifie God. ] And1believe
thatasicisthe finof Apoftaces to
L Crucifie to themfelves the Son
of God afreth ] Heb. 6.5,6. Sois
it their mifery, chat [ there remain-
eth uo more facrifice for Sins, bnt a
certain fearfullooking for of judge-
menty and fiery indignation which
Jball devosr the adverfaries, becanfe
they have troden under faot the Son
of God, and comnted the blood of the
Covenant wheywith they were [anfi .
ed anunholy thing Heb.10,26 27,28.

Laftly I judge itaHoa good argu-

ment to draw usfrom offending o-
thersyand occalioning their finythat

['&;lllrough us, our weak Brother
hall perith for whom Chrift dyed.
I.Cora‘ 8. 3, Jfo much for ‘explica~

tion. e
I would next proceed to the
Con-

|
N
i

" theywhieh live

[27]

confirmation of thé Do&rines here
conteined, but that they are o
clear in the Text , - and in many o-
ther, that!] ¢hink it next to need-

| lefle, and wee have now no time

for needle(s work ; and therefore
fhall onely cite thefe two or three
Texts, which confirm almoft all
that I have faid together. Roms. 147
9. For to this end Chrift both dye
and rofe, andrevived that he migh:
be Lord both of the dead and living.
2 Cor. §.14, 15. wee thus jndge ,
shat if one dyed for all, then were ail
dead: and that he dyed for all, that
(hould not bewce-
forth Live unto thewfelves but unto
himwhich dyed for them, and rofe a-
gan. M. 28.18,.9. 20. Al pow-
erisgiven me ip Heaven, andin
Earth. Goyce therefore 5 Difciple

\ all Nations, baptsxing them, &c.

teaching them to obferve all things
whatfoever I have commanded you,
C 2
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1Pec 1. 17 18, IF yee call onthe
Eather, who without refpett of per-
[ons judgeth every man according to

his workes, paffethe time of/jour fo-

josrning here mfear: Forafmuch as
yee know that yee were ot vedeemed
with corvuptible things, as filver and
gold, from your vasn converfation

——but with the pretions blood of

Chrift, as of alamb withont blemifh,
and withent [pot. Thefe Texts fpeak
rothe fame purpofe with whichI
bave in hand. -

Vfe. Inapplying thefe very ufe--

full erathes, would time permic,
Y thould begin at the intelle&t,
witha confutation of divers con-

trary errors , and a colle@ion of
man{aobfervablc confeftaries; It

would go better with all the Com-
monwealths and Princes on Earth,
if they’ well confidered, that the
abfolute Propriety and Soveraign-
ty of God-Redcemer, is the bafis

of

[
of all lawful focicties & Govern-

ments: and that no man hath any
abfolute Propriety, but cncly the

i - ufe of the Talents that God doth

entroft him with s that-the fove-
raignty of che Creatuse isbut A-
nalogicall, fecwndnos guid;impro-
per: and fubordinate to God the
proper Soveraign: that it belongs
to him to appoint his inferior offi-
cers : thac there is no power but

from God;and that hegiveth none

againft himfelfe: that a Theocracy
is the government that muft be de-
fired and fubmitted to,whether the
fubordinate part be Monarchical ,
Ariftocraticall, or Democraticall :

and the reje&ing of this was the.

Ifraelices finne inchooling them a
King: that it is ftill pofliblean &
necellury to live under this Theo-
cracy , - though the Admini-
ftration be not by fuch extraor-
dinary nizanes as among the Irae-

Cs lices:

’




lites: that all humane Lawes are

- but by-Lawes fubordinate to
Gods: How far his Laws muft take
place in all Governments? How far
thofc Lawes of men areipfo faito
Null, that are unquefticnably de-
ftrutive of the Lawes of Gud?How
far they that are not their owne,
may give Authority to o hers? and
what ufpet thefe principles have
upon liberty in that lacitude as it
istaken by fome? ind upc nihe Au-
thority of the multicude, eipecially
-in Church-Government. Should I
ftand on thefe and other the like
eonfcquents, which thefe funda-
mentalls in hand mighe lead usto
difcufs, I (hould prevent that more
{calonable Applicaticn which I
intend, and perhaps be thought in
fome of them , tomeddle beyond
my bounds, Yleonelyfay, that
God is the firft and the laft, in our
Ethickss and Politicks,as well as in
- our

- [31]

our Phyficks : that as there isno
creature which he made not, fo it
is no goed right of property
or Government which = hee
fome way gives nor ; that all
Commonwealihs not buile on this
foundation, are as Caftles inthe
air, or as childrens rottering

ftrultures;, which- in the very fra-

ming are prepared for their ruine,
and ftri&tly are noCommonwealths
atall: and thofe Governors that
ritle not more for, God then for
themfelves, fhall bedealt withas
Traitors to the Univerfall Sove-
raign: chus far at leaft mutt our Po-
licicks be Divine, unlefle we will
be meere confederace Rebels. ,
-But itis yeta clofer application
which I intend, Though wee are

not our own, yet every mans wel-
fare fhould be fo dear to himfelf

* That me thinks every man of you

fheuld prefently enquire how far
. C 4 oW
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youare concerned in the bufineffe
which we have inhand? Vletell
youhow far. The cafe here defcri-

bed ‘is all our own. We are bought -

with a price, and therefore not our
own, and therefore muft live to
him that bought us. Wemuft do i,
or elfe we violate our Allegiance,
and are Traitors to our Redeemer.,
We muftdo it , or elfe wee
{hall perith as defpifers of his
bleod, It isnomatter of indiffe-
rency, nor a-duty which may bee
difpenfed with : that God who is
“our Owner by Creation and Re-
- demption, and who doth hitherto
keep our foules in thefe bodies,

by whofe meer will and power -

you areall here alive bsfore him
this day, will (hotdycall yon be-
fore his'bar , where thefe martecs
will be more ferioufly and fearch-
ingly enquired after. The great

queltion of the day , will thenbee
- . this;

. -

£33
this; whether you have been hearti-
ly devited to your Redemer, and
lived to him? or to your ¢arnall
felves? Upon the refolution of this
queftion, your everlafting falvati-
on, or Damnation willdepend:
What think you then? fhould not
this queftionbe now put home, by
every rationall hearer to his owne
hearc? Bue I fuppofe fome will fay,
There is no man that wholly lives
to God, forallarefinners: how
then can our falvation depend fo
muchon thi lan{werinaword s
Though no man pay Ged all thac
he oweth him, yet no manfhallbe
faved, that giveth him not the pre~
heminence: He willownenoneas
ctrue fubjelts, that do notcordially

~ own himin his foveraignty : Beit

known to you all there (hallnota
man of you enter into hisKing--
dome, nor ever fee his face in
peacey that giveth him notthe

C ¢ - chiefsft
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chicfeft roorn inyour hearts, and
maketh not h*: work your chiefeft
bufinefle. Hce will be no under-

ling or fezvant to your fleth.

Hee will be ferved with the
Beff, ifhe cannot have 4//, And
inthis {ence, it is that I fay the que-
ftion will be put, in thac great
day by the Judge ofall , whether
God or our carnall felves were
preferred ? and whether wee lived
to him that bought us, orto
our flefh.-Beloved hearers! ~ I will
not askyou whether you indeedbe-
lieve that there will be fuch a day.
I will take it forgranted, while
you call your felves Chriftians ,

muchlefle will I queftion whether

you would thenbeefaved or con-
demned. Nature will not fuffer
you to be willing of fuch a mifery,
though eorruption make you too
willing of the caufe.But the Com-
mon ftupidity of the world doth

per-

“[35]

-perfwade me to ask you this, whe-

ther you think it meec that men
who. muftbee fo folemnly exami-

ned upon this point , and whofe
life or death.depends on the deci-
fion, fhould not examine them-
felves on itbefore hand ;, and well
confider what anfwer they muft
then make? and whether any pains

- can be too great info needfull a

work ? and whether he thac mif-
carrieth tofave a labour, doemot
madly betray his {oul untorperdi-
tion? as if fuch racionall diligence
were worfe then Hell, or his pre~
{ent carnall eafe were more defiie-
able then  his falvation? Letus
thien rowfe up our felves brethren
in the fear of God, and makethica
day of judgement to our felves.
Let us knew whether we are chil--
dren of Life, or Death, O how can
~aman thatis well in hi§ wits, en~
joy ‘with any comfore the thing;_'-
. - 0 3
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of this world » before he know, at

leaft,-in probability whac hee thall
_enjoy in the next.  How can men
go cheerfully up and downabout
the bufinefle of this life, before
- they have faichfully laboured to
make fure, that it fhall go well
with thiem in the life to come !
That wee may now know this
without deceic, let us all as in
 the prefence of the Living God lay
bare our hearts, examine them,and.

judge them, by this portion of his

word , according to the evi-
dence. .

7- Whoever he be that takes not
himfelf for his own, . but livesto
his Redeemecr,. he is one that hath
found himfelf reallyundone, and
hath' unfeignedly” confefled the
- forfeiture of his falvation,and find-
ing that Redemption hath been
made by Chrift; and that there is
hope.and life to be had inhim, and.

none

L3273 |
none but him, as he gladly receives
the tidings, fo hee chearully ac- __
knowledgeth the - right of his Re-
deemer, and in a fober, deliberate
and voluntary Covenant renoun-
ceth the world, thefleth and the -
Devill, and refigneth up himfelfe
to Chrift as his due:He faith, [ Lord
1 have too long (erved thine Enemies
and mine ows; by cleaving to my [elf,

_ dndﬁ’rfaking God, I have loft both.

my felfe and God ; wilk then bemy
Saviour and the Fhyfitian of wy. .
fosls andwalh me withthy blood,

| andrepasy the raines of my fonl by
- thyfpivit,& I am willing to be thines

Iyield up my Jelf to: the conduct ef
thy grace, tobe (aved inthy way, and
fitted for thy fervice, and live 1o God
fromwhom I bave vevolted. ] This
is the cafe of all that are fincere..

By many Scriptures wemight
quickly confirm this, if it were
Iyable to- queftion: Lmke: 14 z%,\ -

20,
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26, If any man come tome and bate

ot Father and Mother , and wife
and children,and brethros,andfifters,
and his ownlife alfo, he cannot be my
Difciple: andwhofoever doth not bear
his Croffe and come after we 5 cannot
be my Difciple. So ver. 33. Whofoe-
ver he be of yow that forfaketh ot

allthat he bath, hee cannor be my

Difciple:which is expounded. Mar.
Y0.37. Hee that loveth Fatheror
Mother move thenme , issot worthy
of me. Mat. 16.24. If awymanwill
come aftér me, det bam deny himfelfe
andtake up his Croffe and_follow me;

for whofocver will fave his life (hall
lofe it , and whefoever will lofe hss

life formy fake [ball find ir. Pfal,
73.25, 26, 27.  Whem. have Iin
Heaven butthee, and there is
none #pon- Earth that I defire
befides thee. Plal,. 16, 3. The

Lord is the Portion of mine Inbea _ |

ritance, 8. Heb. ¥, 24, 25, 26;

Mofes

| 39 |

Mofesrefssfed bonor , and chofe ra-
ther.to fuffer affliction with the Pco-
ple of Cod, thew to enjoy the pleafures
of finforajeafon , e eceming the ree
proach of Chrift greaterviches then
the treafures of BEgypt, for he had
refpelt to the recompence of theé re-
ward. I forbear citing more , the
cafe being fo evident, thac God is
fec higheft in the heart of every
found believer, they being in Co-
venantyrefigned to him as his Ows:
On the contrary, moft of the #n~
fanilified are Chriftians but in:
name, becaufe they were educated
to this prof:flion,and it is the com-
mon Religion of the Country
where they live, and they heare

non¢ make queftion ofit, oc if they
do, itis to their own difgrace, the:
name of Chrift having got this.
advantage, to be cvery wherea-
mongus well fpoken of, even.
by thofe that fhall perifh for nf&gﬁ




 Laod
le&ing hiim and his Lawes. Thefe
men have rerigned their names to
Chrift, but rel%r’ved their hearts to
fiefh-plealing vanities, Or if under

convifion and terror of confci-

ence , they do make any re-

fignadion of their foules to Chrift,
it comes fhort of the truercfigna-
in thefepar-

tion of the fanftified
ticulars.

1.1t isa firm and rooted belicfe

~ of ihe Gofpel,which is the caule of
fincerc refignation to Chrift. They

arc (o fully perfwaded of the truch-

of thofe things which Chrift hath
done; and promifed to de hereaf-
ter, that they will venture all that
they bave.in this world, and thelr
{oules, and their everlafting ftate
upon it: Whereas the beliefe of
felf-deceivers, is only {uperficiall ,
ftaggering, not rooted, and will
not carry them to fuch adventures,
Maz. 13. 213 22,23, .

- 2.5in-

v

|

Lav]
. 2. Sincere felfe-refignation is
accompinicd with {uch a loveto

* him, that weare devoted to,which
| overtoppeth ( as te the rationall

part ) all otherlove. Thefoul hath
a prevailing complacency in God ,
snd clofeth with him as its chief-
eft good: Pfal. 75.25.% 63. 3. But

~ the unfan&ified have no fuch com=
placency in him 5 They would

feign pleafe him by their flacte-
ries, left hethould dothemany
hurt, but mighe they enjoy bur the
leafures of this world, they could
e well content to live without
him. )

3. Sincere felf-refignation is a
departing from our carnall {eives,
and all creaturzs as they ftandin
competition wich Chrift for our

! .hearts ; and {o it containeth a

4 Crucifying of the flefh, and mor-

tification of all its lufts: Gal. 5
24. Romn 8. 1. to 14: Thereisa
‘ | hear-
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hearty renouncing of former con-

tradiltory interefts and chights',‘

~that Chrift may be fec: higheft and
chiefly delighted in. But ﬁ%fc—decei‘-\-
versare nevertruly mortificd, when
thcy feem to devore therfelves moft
{eriaufly to Chrift; there is a come

trary prevailing intereft in their

minds, their flefhly felicity is nea.
- rerto their hearts, and this world
is never un‘feigncd]y renounced,
Sincere (elfe-refignation, is vefol-
vedupon deliberation, and not a

r«fh inconfiderate promife, which
is afcerwards reverft, The illumina-
ted fce that perte&ion in Cod, that
vanity in cheCreacure, that defire-
able fuffiziency in Carift, and emp-

tinefle in themtelves, that they
firmly refolve to caft themfelves on
_him, and be his alone ; and though

they cannot pleafe him as they

would, they’l dye before they’l
charge their Mafter ; but with felf-

de-

ftate, or credit, or life. ]

[43 ]

deceivers it is not thus:

‘ 3 Sincere refignacionis abfolute
an

unreferved, fuch do not Capi-

§ tulate and condition with Chrift;

[ Iwill be thine {o farre,and no fur-
ther, (o thon wilt but (ave my e-
Buc felte-

deceivers have ever fuch Refervesin

] their heares;though they do n \tex-

piefle them,nor perhaps themf{elves.
difcern them. They have fecree li~
mitations, expreflions, and condi-. -

{ tions: They have ever afalvefor

their worldly fatety, or fclicity,
and will rather venture upon a
threatned mifery which they fie
not, though everlaftingly, thenup-
on a certaine temporary Giifery
which they fee. Thefe deepe Re-
fervesare the fonl of hypocriite.

6, Sincere felfe-refignation is
fixed and habituate; it is notfor-
ced by a moving Sermon, or adan-
gerous ficknefle, and then forgot--

' wn




R b e T ¥ SOy

\ L+4]
ten and laid afide ; buc it is beconre
a ﬁxcc! habite in the foule, it is o-
therwife . with felfe- deceivers s
Though they will oblige them-
felvesto Chrift with vowsin atime
of feare and danger, yee fo loofe
isthe knot, that when the danger

feemes over, their bonds fal] off.

lts one thingto be affrighted, and
another to have the heart quite
changed and renewed. I¢s one thing
. ‘tohire our felves with a Mafter in
ourneccflicies, and yet ferve our
felves, or ranne away ; and another
Lhmg to nail our eares to, his door,
and fay, T love thee, and therefre
will not depare. ‘

Samuch for the frft mark of one
thac lives not as his ownv, but as
Gnds; (0 Wit, Sincere felfe-vefigna-
mm._

The fecond is e |
_2- As theheare is thus devoted to
God, foalfo isthe lite,. where men

. do

-

gz

(457

‘ doe truly take themfelves for his :
| And thae will appear in thefe three
A Particulare. -

1. The principall ftudy and care of
{uch men;is how to pleafeGod,and
promote his intereft, and dochis
worke : this is it that they moft fe- -
rioufly minde and contrive. Their

§ own felicity they feek in this way,
§ 1 Cor. 7.32.30. Rom. 6.11,13,16.

Col. 1.10.and 3,1, 2,3. Phil. 1. 20.
21,2 4. Itis not fo with the unfanti-
fied, they drive on another de-

figne. Their owne work is princi-
Y pally minded, and their carnall in-
q tereft preferred to Chrifts;, They

live to the flefh, and make provifi-’
on for it, tofatisfie its defires, Rom,
13.14. :
'zg.lt ;‘s the chiefeft delight of a man
devoted to God, to fee Chriftsin-
tereft profper and prevaile. It
doth him more good tq fee the

Church flourifh, the Gofpell fuc-
, : ceed
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ceed, the foules of men brought in -

to God,and all things fitted to his

* blefled pleafure, thenit would do

him to profper himfelfé in the
world ;. to doe good to mens bo-
dies, much more to their foules,
is more pleafing to him, then to be
honourable or rich. To give is
{fweeter to him, then to receive.
His owne matters he refpe@s as
lower things, that - come not fo
neere his heart as Gods, But wich
the unfan&ified it is not fo, their

“profperiiy and honours are moft

of theirdelight, and the abfence
of them their greateft trouble.

3. With aman thac is truly de-
voted to God, the intereft of Chrift

doth bear doewne all contradiGing
intereft in the ordinary courfe of -
hislife: As his owne unrighteous -

righteoufmefs, {0 his owne renoun-
ced carnall intereft, is loffe and
diang to him in comparifon of

Chfiﬂf;

La7]

L(‘)hriﬁs,-'i?bil.g. ‘8. 9. He cannat

take ;himfelfe to" be a lofer, by

A thaewhich is gaine to the foules of
¢ men; and tendeth to promote the
{ intereft of his Lord. He ferved Goed

with the firft and beft, apd lets his

4 own work' ftand by till Chriftsbe
§ done, or rather owwerh none buc -

§ Chrifts : His owne difhon,ur be-
§ ing lighter to him then Chrifts,

and a ruined eftate lefle grievous

{ then aruined Chuarch s therefore
1°doth he firft (eek Gods Kingdome,

and 'its righteouf; nefle, Mat. ¢, 33.

§ and chufech rather to negle@ his
f flefh, bis gaine, his friends, his
{ life; then the caufe and worke

of Chrift, it is farre otherwife v ith
the unfan&ified, they will conten-
tedly give Chrift the moft glori-
ous titles, and full mouthed come

3 mendations, Luke 6, 46. But they

have one that is neerer their hearts
then he, their carnall felfe muft
{way
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fway the Scepter. God f(hall have
all that che fleth can fpare,if he will
be content to be ferved with its
. leavings, they will ferve him; if
not, they muft be excufed; they
canallow him nomore, The try-
ing time, is the parting time,

when God or the world muft needs  §

be neglefted. In fuch a ftraite, the
righteous are flill righteous, Rev,
22. 11. But the unftedfalt in che
Covenant, d  manifeft their unfted-
faftacfle ; and though they willnot
part with Chrift profefledly, ner
without fome witty diftinftions
and- evalions, nor without great
forrow, and pretence of continued
fidelity, yet parc they will, and
thife for themfelves , and hold that

~ theyhaveaslong asthey can, Luke

18. 23.Ina word, the fan&ified are
heartily devoted to God, and live
to him, and were they uncapable of
ferving or enjoying him, t:lt.leir,

ives

[ 49 ]

lives would afford them little con-
tent, what ever clfe they did pof-
fefs: Bus the unfanttified are more
ftrongly addi&ed to their flefh,
and live to their carnall felves 5 and
might they fecurely enjoy the plea=
fures of this world, they could
eafily fpare the fruition of God,
and could be as willing to be dif-
penced with for his fpiritual] fer- .
vice, as to performeit. And thus 1
have gvienyou the true defcriptis
on of thofe that live-to their Re-
deemer,asbeing not their own; and
thofe that live to themfelves, as if
they were not his that bought
them.

. Having thus told .you what the

Word faith, istolloweth, that we
next enquire what your hearts fay
you heare what you muft be; will
younow confider what youare 2
Are all the pco(flc that hearc me

thisday, devoted in heart, and life
D

! .
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to their Redeemer ? Doe you all
live as Chrift’s,and net your own?
iffo, Imuft needs fay, it isan ex-
traordinary 'Affembly, and fuch
as I had never the happineffe to
know. O that it were fo indeed,
that wer might rejoyce togéther,

and magnific our dcliverer, in-

ftead of reprehendingyou , or la-
menting your unhappintffe, Buc a-
las,we are not fuch ftrangers in the
"World, as to be guilty of fuch a
groundleflt judgement. Let us en-
quire more particularly into the
cafe. S
7. Are thofe fo fincerely devoted
to Chrift? and doe they fo deny
themfelves, whofe daily thoughss
and care, and labour, is how they
may live in more "reputation and
content, and may be better provi-
ded for the fatistying of their fleth ?
¥ they be low and poore, and their
conditionis difpleafing to them,
their

‘[si]

- their greateft care is to repaire it

to their minds; if they be higher

~ andimore wealthy, their bufinefs

isto keepit, orincreafeit; that
hunt after honour, and thirft after
a thriving and more plentcous
ftate ; thac can ftretch their confci-
ences to the fize of all times, and

+ humour thoft that they think may

advance them, and be moft hums
bl¢ fervants to thofe above them,

 and contemptuoufly negle®t whe-

foever is below them; that will
puc their hands to the feet of chofe
that they hope to rife by, and pu
their feet on the necks of their fub-
dued adverfaries, and trample up-
on all that ftand in :heir way ; that
applaud not men for their honefty,.
but their worldly honours; and
will magnific that man while he
is capable of advancing them,
whom they would have {corned if
providence had laid him in the
D2 duft:
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duft: that are friends to all thag
befrien’d their intereft and de-
fignes, and enemies to the moft up-
right that crofs them in theircourf:
that love not men fo much, be-
ciufe they love God, as becaunfe
they love them; Are thefe devoted
to God, ortothemfelves? Isit for
God or themfelves, that men fo in-
duftrioufly fcramble for Honours,
and places of Government, or of
Gainc ? Will they ufe their offices
or honours for God, that hunt af-
terthem as a prey, as if they had
not burthen enough already, nor
Talentsenough to anfwer for neg-
leQing ! Arc thofe men devoted
to God, that can tread downe his
moft unqueftionable intereft on
-earth, when it feems to be incon-
~ fiftent with their owne! Let the
Gofpell go downe, let the Church
bebroken in picces, let found do-
Grinebe defpifed, lct Minifters be

g hindred

[53]

hindred or tired with vexations,
let the foules ot people fink or
fwim, rather then they fhould be
hindred in the way of their ambi-
tion. I fhall leave it to the tryal{ of
another day, whetherall the pub-
like a&ions of this Age with their
¢ffelsy havebeen’for God, or for
felfe? This doth not belong to
my examination, but to his that
will throughly performe it ere
long, and fearch thefe matters to
the quick, and open them tothe
world. There were never higher
pretences for God in an Age, then
havebeenin this; had there beene
but anfwcrable intentions and
performances, his affaires and our
own, had beene in much better
cafe then they are; but enough of
this. Should we defcend to mens
particular families and converfa-
tions, we fhould find the matter
little better with the moft. Are

D3 they
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they all for God that follow the
world fo cagerly, that they can-
not fparehim aferious thought?
an hours time for his worfhip in
their families, or in fecret: that
will fee that their cwne worke be
done; but for the foules of thofe
‘that arecommitted to their charge,
they regard them not, Let them be
never fo ignoranty they will not
inflru®& them, nor caufe them to
read the Word, cr learne a Cate-
chifm, nor will fpend the Lords

culiar day infuch exercifes; and

its much if cthey hinder not thofe
that would. Is it for God that men
give up their hearts to #hisworld,
" fo that they cannot have while
once aday, or wecke, to t.hmkc
foberly what they muft docin the
nexe? or how they may be ready
for their great approaching
change? Is it for God, that nin
defpife his Minifters, reje&t his
Werd,

[s5]

Word, abhor Reformation, fcorne
at Church-Government, and de¢-
ride .the perfons that are addi&ed
to hisfeare, and.the familiesthat
call upon hisName. Thefe men
will fhortly underftand a fictle bet-
ter then now they will doe, whe-
ther indeed they lived to God, or
tothemfelves. = .~
2. If you are devoted to God,
what doe you for him? Is it his
bufineffic that you minde? How
much of yourtime doe you fpend
for him? . How much of your
{peech isforhim? How much of
your Eftates yearly is ferviceable
to his intere®? Let Confcience
fpeak, whether he have your ftudics
and affeltions ; let your familiars
be witneffes, whether he have your
fpeeches & beft endaavours : let the
Church witneffe, .what you have
done for it ; and the Poor witnefe,
what you have done for them ; and

D4 ’ the
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. the foules of ignorant and ungodly
men,what you have done for them,
(hew by the work you havedone,
who you have lived to, God or
your carnall felves : If indeed you
have lived to God, fomething will
be feenc that you have done for
him; nay itisnot a[omsething thac
* will ferve the turne, 1t miftbe the
beft. Remember that itis by your
‘Works that you fhalbe judged;and
not by your pretences, pro flions,
or complements ; your Judge al-
ready knows your Cafe, he needs
no witnefles, he will Bot be mock-
ed, with \faying you are for him;
{hew it, or faying it willnnt ferve.

" Methinks now the Confciences
of fome of you, fhould prevent me,
and preach over the fharper part of
the Sermon to your felves, and fay,
[ Lam the man that have lived to

my [elfe’} and fo confider of the -

~ conlquents of fuch alife: But I
‘ will

_ L5737
will leave this co your Meditation
when you come home, and next

proceed to the exhortative part of
Application. ’

Men, Brethren, and Fathers, the
bufineffe that Icome hicher upom,
is to proclaime Gods rghe to you,
and all thar’s yours, even hisnew
right of Redemption, , fuppofing
thatof Creation; and to let you
know, that you are all bowght with
a price, and therefore are not your
owng, but his that bought you,and
muft accordingly be dedicated and
live to him, Honourable and Wor-
(hipfull, and all men of what de-
geee foever ; Ido- here ‘on the be~
halfe, and:in the name of Chrift,
lay claime to you all, to your fouls
and bodyes, to all your faculties,
abilities, and interefts, on the title
of Redemption, all is Gods.- Doe
you acknowledge his Title, .and.

Ds confent.
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confent unto hisclaime : whatfay
ou? are you his, or are younot ?
%arc you deny it ? If any man dare
be fobold, I an: here ready to make
good the claime of Chrift. If you
dare not deny it, we muft take it as
confeffed: Beare witnefle all, that
God laid elaime to you and yours,
& no man durft deny his Title. Ido
nexe therefore require you, and
command you in his Name, Give
him. his owne: Render to God, the
thixgs that are Gods. Will you this
day renounce your carnall {elves,
and frecly confeffe you are not
your owne, and checrefully and
unrefervedly refigne your felves to
God, and fay, as Fof 24.35. As
Jor me and my honfhold, we will [erve
‘the Lord. Due not aske, what God
will doe with you? or how hee
will ufe youor difpofe of you ¥
truft him for that,. and obey his
‘will, Fear noteviil from thechie-

feft:
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feft good, un'effe ic be in neglect-
ing or re(ifting him. Be fure of it,
Ged will ule_you better then Sa-
thax would, or thea this world
would, or better then you have u-
{ed, or would ufe your felves. Hee
will not employ you in difhono-
rable drydgeries, and then dafh
you in piecer. 'He will notfeduce
you with {winifh fen{ualities, and_
keep you in play wiih childi(h va-
niciee, tjll you drop into damnati-
on before fyou are aware : Nor
willhe Jull yop afleep in prefump-
tuous fecurity, till you unexpedt-
edly awake in unquenchible
fire, You need not feare fuch dea-
ling as this from. him, His Com-
mandement s are not grievops, 1 Job.
5. 3. His Yoake his eafie, his burthen
is light, and rendeth 1o the perfelt
reft of the [onle, Mar. 11. 26, 29,
30. Whatfay you? will you hcre-
afterbe His? unfeignedly His? re-

| - folvedly,
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folvedly, unrcfewedl;}‘, and con-
ftanitly Hisz Or will you not?
Take heed, that yourefufe not bim
that [peaketh, Heb. 12.25. Rejelt
not, negle& not this offer, left you
never have another on the like
termes againe: He is willing to
pardon all chat is paft, & puit upall
the wrongs that you have done
him, fo you will but repent of
them ; and now at laft be heartily
and intircly his, not oely in
tongue,but in deed and life : Well,
I have proclaimed Gods right to
you; I have offered you his graci-
ous acceptance ; if yet you demur,
or {leepily neglet ic, or obftinately
refifthim, take that you get. by it
remember you perifh not without
warning. The confeffion of Chrifts
Right, which this day you have
been forced to, fhall remaine as on

record, to the corfufion of your
faces ; and you fhall be then forced

to.

- .

L6
to 'remember, though you had
rather forget it, what now you
were ' forced to confeffe, though
you had rather you could deny it.
But Tam loath to leave you to this
prognoftick, or to part on termes
{ofad toyourfoules, and fad to
me : I will add thercfore fome Rea-
fonsto perfwade you to fubmic:
and though it be not in my power
to follow them fo to your hearts
as to make them cffeCtuall, yec b
{hall do my part in propounding
them, and leave them to God to fet
them home ; befeeching him that
maketh, new-maketh, opencthy and.
foftneth hearts at his pleafure, to
do thefe bleffed works on ycurs
and to perfwade yau within, whiles
1 am perfwading you without,
that I may not lofe my labour and

" my hopes, nor you your foules, nor

God his due. |
1, Confider the fulneffe of Gods
- Right
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Righttoyous; no creature isca-
pable of the like, He made you of
nothing, and therefore you have
nothing which is nothis. He Re-
deemed you when you were fal-
len to worfe then nothing : Had
not. Chrift ranfomed you by being
‘afacrifice for your finne, you had
been hopelelly lefe te everlafting
perdition : give him therefore his
owne which hee hath {o dearely
bought, 1 Per, 1. 18.

_ 2. Confider that you have no
right of propriety to your felves ;
if you have, how cameyouby it ?
Did you make yourfelves ? did you
Redeeme your felves? doe you
maintaine and preferve your felves?
if you are your own, tell God you
will not be bcholden to him for
his prefervaion : Why cannot you
preferve your felves in healthy if
you are your ownfWhy cannot you
recover your felves from ficknefle ¥

Is
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Is it your felves that gives power to:
yourfood to nourith upon # tothe

Earth to beare you, and furnifh you
with neceffaries ¢ to the Aire, to-
coole and recreate.your fpirits? If
you are your own, fave your {elves
from ficknefle, and death; keepe
back your age, deliver yousifoules
from the wrath. of God ;. anlwer
hispure juftice for your owne {ins,.
never plead the blood: of a Redec-

mer, if youare your owne. If you.
can doc thefe ehings, 1 will yeeld
that you are your own..But no man
can ranfome his foule from death,

it coft a dearer price then fo, AL,

20. 28. Yoi are not Debrors there--
fore to the flefby to live afeer ir,.
Rom. 8.12. But to hinsthat dyed,,
to fubdue the flefp, Rom.6, 11 . .
5. None elie can claim any Title
to you, further then under God
upon his gift. Men did notCreate
you, or redecm you - Be ot there=
fore:
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fore the [ervantsof men, 1 Cor.7.23.
unlefle it be under Chrift, and for
him. Certainely Sathar did pot
create you, or redeeme you s what
right then hath he to you, that hee
thould beferved,

4~ Seeing then that you are Gods,
and hisalone; is it not the moft

"hainous theevery, to rob him of his

Right. It they muft be hang’d that
rob men of fo {mal a thing as earth-
ly neceffacies, wherein they have
but an improper derived proprie-
ty ; what torments doe thofe de-
ferve, that rob God of fo precious

a Creature, thatcoft himio deare,

and might be {o ufefull, and wher-
in he hath{o full and unqueftion-
able propriety ¢ The greateft, the
richeft, and wifeft men that are
trufted with moft, arc the greateft
Robbers onearth, if they live not
to God, and fhall have the greateft
punifhment.

, 3. ls:
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- moft probable mark of indignity,

Lés)

s, -Is it not incomparably more
honourable to be Gods, thentobe
your own ?and to livé to him, then
to your felves +the obje& and end
doth nobilitate the act, and there-
by the Agent. It is more honour-
able to ferve a Prince, then a Plow-
man. That man that leaft fecks his
owre honour or carnall intereft,
but moft frecly denyeth it;and moft .
intirely fecke the honour of God,
isthe moft highly honoured with
God and good men; when felfz-
feekers defraud themfelves of their
hopes. Moft men think vilely, or
at leaft fufpitioufly, of that man
that feeks fgr honour to himfclfe:
they think if the matter were com-
buftible, he need not to blow the
ficefohard : if he were worthy of
honour, his worth would atcrat
it by a {weet magnetick power; {o
much induftey they chink is the

and‘
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and of fome con{cioulneffeof itin
the feckers breaft, If he attainfome
of hisends, menare ready to look
on his honour but as Alms, which
he was faine to begge for before hee
gotit: and could he make thift to
afcend the Throne fo muchin the
eyes of the wifeft men, would be
- detratted from his honour, as they

did believe hinfelfe to havea hand K

in contriving it, Q #od fequitar fu-
gio, e, They honour him more
that rcfufeth a Crown when ic is
offered, then him that ambitioufly
afpireth a‘ter it, orrapaciouflyap-

prehendeth ir. If theyfee a mzn

much defiretheir applaufe, they
think he neederh it, racher then de-
ferverhic. Solomon faith, To fearch
their owne glory, is not glory, Prov.
25.27. _ :

6. You can never have a better
Mafter then God, nor yet a (weeter
employment then his fervice.

There !

Lé7]
Thercisnothing in him that may -
be the leaft difcouragement to you,
nor in his works that thould be di~
ftafteful. Thereafon why the world
thinks otherwife, is becaule of the
diftempered averfnefle of their
foules, A ficke ftomack is no'fit
Judge of the pleafantnefle of meate,
Toliveto Geod, is to live to the
trudt and higheft delights : His
Kingdome is nct in meats and
drinks, but in Righteoufnefle,

! - Peace, and Joy inthe Holy Ghott.

His fervants indeed are often trou-
bled ; but aske them the reafon,and .
they’l quickly tell you, thatitis
not for being his fervants, or for
ferving him too 5 buc for feare lft
they are not his fervants, or for
ferving himnobetter. It isnotin
his waies, or at leaft not for them,
that they meet with their perplexis
tics, but in flepping out of them,
and wandering in their own. Many

befidcs.
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bt‘(.l('!fs thefervant of God, do feck
felicity and fatisfa&ion to their
minds, and fome difcover where j¢
lyeth 5 but onely they attain it and
enjoy it, |
~But on the contrary,

- hee h
an ill Mafter thar is ruled e

by him-
felfe. A Mafter that is blin}t,:l a:d

Proud, and paflionate, thar wij] Jead
YO unto precipices, and thence de.
Je€t youss thar will moft effeQually
Tuine you, when he thinks hee is
doing youthe greatef} good:whofe
work is bad, and hjs Wages no bet.
ter; that fecdeth his fervants in
plenty but as fwine, and in the day
of faminc, denyeth them the husks:
whfsc CyCrycu may now imagine
wh:_]c you are diftralted wich fen-
fuality 5 ¥ dare fay, if ever God
bring'you 10 your lelves, you will
confider that it is begrer be in your
Fathershoufc, where the pooreft
fervan: hath bread ¢nough, then to

be

e

|

';1
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be fed with dreames and pi&ures,
and to perifh with hungers Reje&
not God till you have found abet-
ter Mafter. |

7. If you will needs be your own,

.and feck your felves, youdifingage

Geod from dealing with you as His
in a gracious fence: If you will
nottruft him, nor venture your
felves upon his promife & condu&,
but will fhift for your felves, then
look o your felves as well asyou
can, fave your felves in danger, cure
your own difeafes, quiet your own
Confciences, grapple with Death in
your owue ftrength, plead your
own Caufe in judgement, and fave
your {elves from Hell if you can ;
and when you have done, goe and
boaft of your owne fufficiency and
atchlevements, and tell men how
little you were beholden to Chrift.
Woeto you, ifupon thefe provoca-
tions, God fhould give you over
to




L70]

to provide for your felves,and leave

you without any other- falvation, -

ther your owne power is able to
effi& ; marke the connexion of this
finne and punifhment in Dent. 32.
18, 19, 20, Of the Rock that begat
thee thou art unmindfull, and haft
forgotten God that formed thee.

And when the Lord faw it, hee ab- .

horred them, becaufe of the provo-
king of his Sonnes, and of his

Daughters : And he faid, I will hide

w2y face from them, I will [ee what
their end (hall be; As if hee fhould
fay, 1 wil] fee how well they can
fave themfelves, and make them
know by experience their own in-
fufficiency. ‘ '

8. Thofe men that feck them-
felves, and live to themfelves, and
not to God, are unfaithfull and
treacherous both to God and man,
As they negle® God . in profpericy,
fo they do buc flatter him i advers
"' ' ficy

‘ﬁ

o

fity, Pfal, 98.34,35,38,37. And -

‘e that wil be falie to God, whefe

intereft- in him is fo abfolute, is
unlikely to be true ¢ men, whofe
ingereft in him is infinicely lefle
He that can thake off the great obli-
gations, of Creation, Redemption,
Prefervation and provifion, which
God layeth on him, is unlikely to
be held by fuch flender obligations -
ashe receives from men. Ple never

‘truft chac ‘man far, if Iknow him,
that’s falfe to his Redeemer: Hee

that will fell his Gud, his Saviour,
his Soule and Heaven for alittle
fenfuality, vaine-glory; or worldly

. wealth; 1 fhall not wonder if hee

fell his beft friend for a Groat®
Selfe-feeking men, will take you
for their friend no longer, then you
can ferve their turnes ; but if once -
you need them, or ftand jn their
way,you fhal find what they eftecm-
edyoufor. He thatis in hatt to be

| - I'iCh,
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rich, and thereupon refpecteth per= |

fons, for a piece of bread that man

will tranfgrefle,{aith Selomon,Prov.

28, 20, 21.

9. Santtification confifteth in {

_your hearty refignation, and liting

to God; and therefore [{ou are

unfandtified if you are deftitute of
this’: Withont helineffe, none (hall fee

Ged, Heb. 12. 14, And whatisho- |

lineffe; but our {incere dedication,

and devotedne(s to God? being no |

longer common and uncleane, buc

feparated in  refolution, af.

fe&ion and converfation fromthe

world, and our carnall felvesto
him. It is the Office of the Holy
Ghoft, to worke you to this; and
if you refift and refufe it, you doe

notfoundly believe in the Holy - made ‘over to you: If-you ftand

Ghoft, butinftcad of believeing in
him, you fight againft him.
. 10. You are verbally devoted to
Chrift infolenin Covenant, entred

into 1.
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in Baptifm,and frequently renéwed
in the Lords Supper, :and at other

 feafone.Did yownot there folemnly

by your parents, refigne your felfe
to Chriftashis? and renounce .the
fleth, the world, anid the Devill;and

‘promifc to fight under Chrifts ban-

ner againft them o your livesend ¢
Q- happy perfon that performeth

~ thisCovenant, .and ¢verlaftingly

miferable are they thit doe not.
Fidesnonrecepta, (éd caftodita vivia
ficats faith Cyprian. It'is not Co-
venant making, without Covenant
keeping, that is like to fave you.
Do you ftand to the Covenancthat
you made by your parents ¥ or.doe:

1 youdifclaime it ? If you difclaime

itsyou renounce your part inChrift,
and his benefits in that Covenant

toit, youmuft performe your pro-.
mife,and live to Ged to whom you.
wererefigned, To éakc Gods oath

; | of
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of Allegiance fo folemnly,. and af-
terward to turn to-his. Enemies
which'we renounced, - isa rebellion
that fhall not bee alwaies unreven-

e‘d..’ SR . o o
| g_ 13,/Gods abfolute dominion and
foveraignty overus,isthe very foun-
dation of all Religion, even of that
litcle that is found left among In-
fidels and Pagans, much morecvi-
dently of the: faving Religion of
Chriftians: He thatdarefay, he be-
leveth not this, will ‘never fure

have the face to. call himfelfe a -

Chriftian. Is it not a matter of moft
fad confideration, that everfo ma=
ny milltons thould think to be fa-
ved by: a Dottrine which they be-

lieve not, or by a Religion that ne-

ver went deeper then the braine,

- and- is ‘openly contradi&ed by the
cenor . of their lives : Is atrue Re- -
ligion.enoughi to. fave.you, if you -
be not true cothar Religion? How |

doe

-
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doemen make fhift to quiet their
Confciences in fuch groffe hypo-
crifie ? Istherea man to be found in
this Congregation, that will not
confeffe chac hee is rightfully his
Redecmers : But hath hee indeed
their hearts, cheir time, their
ftrengeh, and heir interedt 2 follow
fome -of them from morning to

- nighty and you {hall not heare one

ferious word for Chrift, norfee
any ferions: endeavours for his
intereft. And yet thefe men will
profe(le that they are his; How fad
acafe isit, that mens owne'Con-

$ feflions thould condemne’ them;

and that which they called their
Religion, thould judge them to
that cverlafting mifery,. which
they thought it would have favd
thém from: A'id how glorious
would the - Cii-iftian Religion
appeare,jif men wore trife 1 oic 5 ift

- Chrifts Do&rine hal its full im.

Ez  prefion
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preflion on the hearts,and were ex- -
preffed in their lives. Is henotan
excellent perfon that denyeth him-
felie,” and doth all for God ? that
goeth on' no bufinefle but Geds,
that fearcheth out Gods intereft in
every part of his calling and em-
ployment, and intendeth that, thar
whether. be eate or. drinke, or what-
ever be doth, doth alltothe glory of

Ged, 1 Cor. 10, 31, that can fayas

Panul,Gai. 2. 20. I am crucsfied with.
Chrift,neverthele(ffe I live, yet not I,
. but Christ liveth iu mey and Phil.
3-758. What things were gaine to

mey thofe I counted loffe forOCbrij} :

geadonbtlefe, and Icount all things
but lofle, for the excellency of the
knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord,
for whom 1have fuffered the loffe of
allthingsy and doe count them but
dung, that Imay win Chrift, and

Phil. 1. 21. Forme to live 15 Chrift, |

andto dye is. gaine, Perhaps you
| — think
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think, that the degree of thefe ex-
amples is unimi:able by us: buc I
sm fure all that will be faved, muft
imitatetheminthe Traeh, -
12. Selfe-feeking is felfe-lofing,
and delivering up your felfe, and
all you have to God, is the onely
way to fave your felves, and o fc-
cireall. The more you are His,
the more you are your oway in
deed-: and the more you deliver 1o
him,and expend for him,the grea-
ter is your gaine. Thefe Paradoxes
are familiar tryed truths co the true
Beleevers ; thefe are his daily food'
and exercife, which fecm toothers
fuch Scorpions, as they dare not
touch, orfuch flones as they are
not able todigeft. He knoweth,that

- {elfe-humbling is the true felfe-ex-

alting , and felfe-exalcing, is the
infallible way to be brought low,
Louke 14. 11, & 18.14. Mat. 23. 12,
He believeth that there is a lofing

" . E3 - of
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~of life which faves it,and a faving
of it, which certainly lofeth it,
Mat 10.239: &16, 25. O that I
could reach the hearts of Selfe-fee-
kers, thatfpend their careand time
for theirbodies, and live not unto
God | That] werebus able to make
them fee the iffue of their courfe,
and what it will profit them ¢o win
all the worldy and lofe ther fomles !
O all you bufie men of this world,
hearken to the proclamation of him
thatbought you, If4. 55.1, 2, 3.
Ho, every onethat thirfeth, come yee
to the waters ) bay wive and milke

wit hous money or price : wherefore doe

you f(pend money for that which is
not bread? andysur labosr for that
which [atisfyeth not? bearken dili-
- gentlytome, ard cate yethat which
15 good, and les your [owle delsght it
[felfe in fatnefe : incline your eare, and
come intome s heary andyonr foule
fball live, and 1will make an everla-

Jfing

lafting Covenant. with you. O fires
what.a dealeof care and labour do
youdofe.? how much more gaine-
fully might your lives beeimpro-
ved? Godlineffy with concentmient,
isthe greargaine 1 Tim. 6, 6.. Thac
which:you now think you make
your ewre, will fhortly provezobe
leaft, your.ewne; and that is: mof}
l_@ft’; WhiCh Y_OU '[Q cauﬁlllj; labour
for : yoa, that are now fo idlely
bufie, in gathering together: the
Treafuric of an Ant-hjllock, and
building Childrens tottering piless
doe ‘you. forget thac;the,i'ot of
death iscomming to fpurne it all

. abroad, and tread down youand it

together. Youdpend the day of life
and vifitation, ih painting your
phantafies with theimages of feli-
city,and in dreffing your felves,and
featheringyour neft,with thatwhich
you impiaufly “fteale from God:
and doe you forget, that the night

. E4 of
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of blackneffe is at hand, when God
will undrefle you of your tempo-
rary contens, and deplume’you of
all your borrowed bravery:-How
ealily ' how fpeedily 1 how cer-
tainly will he do it? Read "over
yéurc'a'fé'in‘ ‘Luker2: from 16.to0
22. How can you 'make fhift to
read fuch Texis, and ‘fot perceive
that-they: figeake 10-you s When
youtare pulling dowr'arid building
up;and contriving what to do wich
your fruits, and faying to your
{clves; 1 have fo mucli now-as may
{erve me fo many yeares, liwill rake
minc cafe, eate, drinke and be nier-
ry; remember then the conclufion,
But God faid unto him, Thos
foole, thisnight thy fonle. (hall be rye-
g#ired of theey then whofe{ball thefe
things be which thou haft provided. ]
{ So is he that layeth up treafure
" for himfelfe, and is.notrich v -
wards God ] Are thelethings Yours
- or

- [é6:4]
or Mine, faith Gol’ whofe are
they ? if they are yours, keep them -
now if you can: either ftay wich
them, or take them with you: But
God will make you know that they
are his, and difrobe fuch menas
theever, that are adorped with
that which is none of their owne:
this honour, faith-God, is mine,
thou ftoleft it from me: This wealth
ismine, thislife, and all is mine ;
oncly thy felfe, he will not owne =
They {hall requirg thy foule, thac
have conquered and - ruled ‘ic:
Though it was his'by the right of
Creation andRedemption, yet fee-
ing it was not his by #free Dedi-
cation, he will not owne itaseo
everlafting (alvation ; bu fay, De-
part froms me; I know yos-not,ye wor-
kers of iniguity, Mat. 7. 23. O wich
what hearts then,will felte-fecking
Gentlemen: part with. their ho.
noursand eftates! and the carthly
Es minded
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minded with their beloved pof-
{cflions : when he that refigned All
to God, and devoted himfelfe and
all to his fervice, thall find his con-
fumed eftate to bee increafed, pis
neglected honour abundantly re-
paired, and in this life he (hall re-
ceive an bundred fold,. and in the
world to come, ¢ternall life, Mu.
10.30. Job. 4-56. 1 Tim. 6.12,
190 : ’ ' *

- 13.Laftly confider, When judge-
ment comes,enquiry will be made,
whether you have lived: as your
owxe, .or as his that boughtyou:
Then he will require his own wich
the improvement, Lake 19. 33. The
great bufinefe of: thae day will be,
not fo nuchto fearch.after parti~
cular finnes; or-dutics, which were
+ contrary to the fcope of ‘heart and
{ife 5 but to know whether you li-
ved t0 God, orto your flefh s whe-
ther your -elmey-and care, and
Ceni wealth,
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wealth, wese expended for Chrigt
in his members “and | intereft? or
for your-carnall felves, Mat, 2§,
Inasmuch as you did it not to
thefe, you did- it notto him. You,
that Chrift hath. given Authority
t0, fhall thenbe accomptable, whe.
ther:you.improved iy tg hisadvan-
tage! Y ou that he hath given honor
to; muft then give account, whes
ther you improved it to his honour?

- Inthefeare of God; . Sirs,. caft ;E -

your-accounts in time, and bethink -
you: whae . an(wer.will, then. fand
good ;. It willbe . a dolefull hears
10g 10 3 guilty foules, when Gheill
{haufay 3 Iﬁ%YC dmtbifty oQr fo .
yearssime 2 thy f_icﬂl.-bad—y(ménuc!\

gn:ea,tmg&;gd drinking, and, .ffﬁ

g, and; kabouripg, ; in -jdleneffe

and waite talking, and recreatioms,,
and eher vanities s bas, where was:

my part? how, ;m“qt;fms,lﬁid out, .

for.the .promoting..«
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~ 1lent you {o much of the wealth of
the-world ;- {6 much- was{pent on
gour backe, and fo-much on your
ellies, fo much on coftly toyes, or
fuperfluities, fb much in revengeful
fuites and contentions,and fomuch
was left behind for your pofteri~
tie; but where was my-part:? how
much was laid ¢it to further the’
Gofpell, and to relieve the foules
or the bodies of your brethren? [
gave thee a'family;”and commieted:
théimi to -thy -caré to: govern them’
for the; and fit thein for my fervice =
bist libw didft - thou perform it? O
Brethren,bethink yotrin cime what
anfwer comake to fuchinterrogato-
riess your judge hath told you;that
yolir ddsmepuft chew pafle accors’
ding as-you' have itmnproved your:
talents-for him's dnd- chaé he ‘that
hidech hiis Taléne, though he give:
God hiisown, [ball bé cast into-ntter
dirkaefsyi where iz weeping:and
grafhing

-

\

}

- - —
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gnafbing of teeth, Mat. 25. 30. How
vafily will Chrift then evince his
right in yony: and convince you
that it was your duty -to have lived
unto him?- Poe you think firs, that
you fhall therihave the face to fay,
fthought Lord thac Thad beene
madeand redeemed for my felfe ?
I thought I had nething to doeon
carth, but live:in as much plenty as
Tcould, and pleafure to' my fleth, -
and ferve thee on theby, that thou
mighiteft- coiitinuc my: profperitic,
and fave:me when 1 could keep the
woildnolonger i I knew not that
I was thine, and fhould have lived
to thy glorie: if any of you plead
thiss, what fiore of Arguments hath
Chrift €0 *filénte you! Hee will
then convinee you, “that his Title
t0 your Wwas not queftionable: Hee
witl prove thae thou: waft his by
thy verylBeing, and focch unanfwer-
abl¢ Argumentifrom everypart and
BN "~ faculty -
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faculty :- He will-prove it from his
Incarnation, his life.of humiliati-
on, his bloody {fweat;_his grown of
Thotrns, his Croffe, his Grave: He
that had wounds ta (hew after his
Refurrection, for the convincingof
a doubting Dilciple, will have fuch
Scares to thew then, as (hall (uffice
to convince afelfe-excufing Rebel s
All thefe fhall witnefle thae he was
thy rightful Lord: He will prove
ic alfofrom the difcoveries, of his
Word, from the warnings.of his

Minifters, from the mercics which

thou receivedft from hin,that theu
waft not ignorant of his Rightand
- of thyduty, ; or atleaft, not igno~
rant for want of meanes ;. Hee will

prove i¢ from cthy Baptifmgl Cayes -

nant and rencwed ; engagementy:
The Congregation  can witnefle,
that you did pramife to be his,.and
* feale o it by the receptiont of both
his Sacramenta ;.. And :as: hee will

e " eafily
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cafily prove his right, fo will he as
cafily prove, that youdenyed it to

. him: He will prove it fromyour

Works, from the courfe of your
lite, from the flreame of - your
thoughts, from your love, your

defires, and the reft of the affelti-

onsof your difclofed hearts. -

O Brethren,what a day will that
be, when Chrift fhall come in per-
fon with thoufands of his Angeils,
to (it in judgement on the rebelli-
ous world, and - claime his duc
which is now Henyed him > when
Plaintiffe and Defendint, witneflcs,
and Jurors, Counfellors and Jufti-
ces, }fud ges,and all the Princeson
Earth, fhall ftand equall before the

impartial Judge, expe&tingtobee

fehtenced to.. their ‘unchangeable
‘ftace : thenifa man thould ask you,
[ what think you now,Sir;of living

" toGod? Isit betrer to beedevoted

to him, or to thefleth ? which noc;v
' » o
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" do you take for the bctter mafter 2
what would you doe now, it it
‘were all to do again '] what would

you then fay to fach - a Queftion ? |

how wonld you anfwer it ? would
- you make as light of it as now you
doe ? Ofirs, you may. heare thele

things now from your poor fellow
~ creature,as proud hearced Gallants,
or as {elfe-conceited Deriders , or
as befotted worldlings, or fencelefs
__ blocks,or fecretInfidels,that as thofe
Desnt. 29, 19. due blefle themfelves
intheir hearts, and fay, we. (hall
have peace; though we. walke.in the
smagsnationof onr bearts: But then
you will heare them astrembling
Prifoners! Read the 20. verfe at
leifure.. Such-.a fight will worke,
when .words will not, efpecially
words not believed, nor confidered

of: When, you. fhall fee the God ;

that you difowned, the. Redeemer
-~ whom. you' negle&ed, the Glorie
: which.

[ 87
which you foifcited, by preferring
the pleafuresof the flefh before it,
the Saints triumphipg whom you
refufed to'imitate, and "a dolefill
cternjty of mifery to be” remedi=
lefly endured, then Saints 'will {€em

“wilermen in your eyes, and how

gladly would you then be fuch :but
O to6 late | whit athing is ic, that
mén’who' fay they believe fuch a
judgement, i everlafting life and
death, as'all Chriftians-profeffe to
doe, can'yetread, aud h:are, and
talke of -fuch things as infen{ibly,
agif théy were dreames or fables!
I knowit’is the nature of finne to
decsive, and of a finfull heart to bee
too will ffuch deceiving 3 and
itsthe bufineffe of Satan by decei-

ving to deftroy, and with the moft

fpecious baids, to’ angle torioules 5

. and therefore Tmuft expe, that

thofe of you' thac are taken, and

are ncereft to the pit, (hould be leaft
; fearful.
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fearful of the danger,ind moft confi-
dent to elcape, though you are con-

' fcious that you live not to God,but
to your felves:But for my part,] have

read, and confidered

what- God

faith in his Word, and I havg found

fuch evidence of its certaine truth,

- that Yheartily with, rthat I.mighe

rather live on-a dunghill, and bes
thefcorne of the world; and fpend
my few dayes inbeggery and cala-
mity, then that I'thould ftand be-
fore the Lord my-Judge,in the cafe
of that man whatever he be, that is
not in heart and life devoted unto
Er_od, ‘bb'ut f]iv_cth to hisfleth: for 1

20w that if we live afier the we
fhall dye, Rom. 8. 13. lhadﬂ;ﬁileg
lyehere in Laxarus poverty, and
want the compaflion and reliefe of
man, then to be cloathed with. the
beft, znd fare delicicufly, and heré=
atter be denyed a drop of - waterto
coole the flames of the wrath of

God, I

W

e A T R R,

iu
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- Lconfefle, thisislikelytofeeme’

but haith and ungrateful preaching
to many of you: fome pleafant
Jingles, or witty fayings, or threds
of Reading, and pretty cadency of
neat expreflions, were liker to be
accepted, and procure applaufe
withthem who had racher have
their eares and phantafic tickled,
then tubbed fo roughly, and bee

roufed from ‘cheir eafe and pleafing

dreames. Bnt fhall I preachfor my
f{elfe, while I pretend to be preach=

ing you from your felves to God?
Shall 1{ecke myfelfe, whilelam

preaching of che everlafting milery

of Selfe-feckers? God forbid. Sirs,
1know the terrors of the Lord, 2
Cor. 5, 11, Ibelicve, and therefore
fpeak. Were I a Chriftian no deeper
then the throat , I would fith
formy felfe, and ftudy more to
pleafe you, then to fave you: I'love
not to make anecdieffe ftory in

mens

e e e e = e - e . e b e———
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mens Confciences, nor to tr.uble
their peace, by a Do&rine which [
do not believe my felf. But I beljeve
thatour Judge is even at the d.or,
and that wee fhall fhortly fee him
comaing in his Glory, and the
‘Hoft of Heaven attending him wich
acclamations: In the meane time,
your, particular doome drawes'on 5
the fathivn of al} thele things paf-
fech away, 'as thofe feats wi | anon
be emp:y when youare depa-ted;
fo ic is but a moment till all your

habitations thall change their pof- .

feflors, and the placs ot your ae
b de, and to> greatdelight fhall
know you no more, I maft needs
fpeak'to you, as to tranfieni, itine=
- rantmortalis, who muft ¢:e long
be carryed on mens thoulders to the
duft, and there be Jeft by thofe ¢hat
~mutt fhorely tollow you ; then farce
wel H nours and fi'thly Delighes,
farewell all the accommodations
' : and

93]
ard contents of this world : O that
you had fooner bid.chem farewel 5

}. Had youlived to Chrift as you did

tothem, hee would not fo have
turn’d'you off, nor have left your
diflodged foules to utter defolati-
on. ‘
Inaword, As fure as the word'

- of God is true, if you own him not

now as your Lord and Soveraign,”
he will not own you then as his
chofen tofalvation: and if now
you /ive not To him , you fhall not
then live with hin. Be wot decejved,
Godis not-mocked: for whatfocver 4
man [oweth, that shall be alfs reape :
for be that foweth to bis flefh, shall
of the flef[hreape corrmption; but hee
that foweth to the (pirst, shall of the
Jpirit reape everlafting life, Gal. 6.
75 8. Confider this ye that forget
God, left beteare you in pieces, dnd
theve be nowe to deliver yon, Pfal, 50,

22.
Be-
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- Beloved Hearers, Believe asyou

pretend to Believe, and then live |

asyou do Believe:If you believe that

you arenot your owxe, but his thac

made you, and bought you witha
Price, and that he will thus try you
for your lives,and everlafting com-

forts : on this Queftion, Whether

you havelived to him, or to your

felves? then liveas men that do - §
- deed believe it. Let your Religion:

bevifible, as well as audible; and
let thofe that fee your lives, and
obferve the fcope of your endea-
vours, fee that you Believe it. But
if you believe not thefe things, but
are Infidels in your hearts, and
think you fhall feel neither paine
nor pleafure -when this life is end-
ed, buc that man dyzth as the beaft,
then I cannot wonder if you liveas’
you believe. He that thinks he fhall
dye like a Uogge; islike enougn to-
live like a Dogge, even inhisfl-
thinefle,

~ Losil
thinefle; aid in fnarling for the
bones of -warldly vanities, which
the Childrendo contemne. ©

" Having fpoken “thus much b

wdy of Exhortacion: ‘| [hall a’dd{
a few words for your more parti-
culardire&ion, thar you may fee
to what my Exbortationdoth tend,
and it may motbe loft. * - - -

- 1. Befure'thac'you Jooke to the

- aprightnefle of your heair, inthis

great -bufineffe of devoting your
felvesto Godj efpecially fee, ,
*."1: That you difcern, and found-
Jy believe that . excellency in God
which isnotin ke Creature; and
that perfefelicity in his leve, and
in the promifed Glory, which will "
eafily pay forall your loffes.
+"2°And that wpon a deliberate
comparifighim with the pleafures
ef this'world,yon do refolved] y re-
nounce them, and dedicate your
felves to him, 3. And
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3. And fpecially thas you fearch
carcfully left any” Refirve fhould
lurk in your hearts, and you fhould
not deliver np your felves to him
abfolugely, for life and death, for
bettcr and worle ;. but fhould il
retaine fome . hopes of an -earthly.
felicity, and not take the snfeen fe=
licity for yourportion : If s the

t on the wicked; to bave thesr porti-

1 this life, P, 17, 14. Andler me

fhcrg Warn you of one. delufion, by
which many thoufands have peri-

fhed, and cheated. themfelves ofc
of their everlatting hopes :They
- think that it is onely {ome groffcr
difgraceful (innes, .as. fwearing

drunkenneffe whoredome, - in-
juflice, &c. chat will prove mens
perdition : and becaufe . they are
not guiliy of thefe, theyare fecure,

when as ic is the ‘predomipancy,of - -

theinterelt of the flefh, againftthe
Inter:dt of God intheir hearcs and
' lives
s1VESy

} 'not, whether you denyed them ¢o
F
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lives, that is che certaine evidence:

1 ofa State of damnation,which way

foeveritbee that thisis. ex preffed.
Many_ a civill Gentleman, hath his

‘§ heart more 2addiQed to his world-

ly intereft, and lefle to God, then
fome Whoremongers and Drun-
kards.  If youlive with fgood repu-
tation for civility, yea for extraor-
dinary ,ingemﬁtg, yea for religiocus
zedde, and no difgraecfull vice i@
perceived in your lives ; yet if your

1 -hearts bee on thofe things which
] - you pofiefs,and you love your pre-

fent enjoyments better then God,
and the Glory that hec hath pro-
mifed, your'cafe is as dangerousas
the Publicans and Harlots:you may
fpend your dayes in better Repu-

{ tation, but you will end them in as
| certainedefolation as they. The
 Queftion is onely, Whether God

have your hearts and lives ? and

him
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~him with a plaufible civility : Nay
it is meerly for their carnall felves,
to preferve their reputation, that
. fome men doc forbeare thofe grof-

fer crimes, when yet God hath as

little of them, as of the morevifi-
.bly prophane. Love not the werld,
nor the things that are in the world :
If any vian love the world, the lsve of
the Father is wot in him, - 1 Joh. 2.
*J5. - 7 ‘

2. If you arewholly Godsr, live

wholly to him, at leaft doe not ftint
him, and grudge him your fervice.

Itis grown the common conceit of

the world, that alife of abfolute
Dedication to God, is more adoe
. then needs: what needs all thisa.
doe fay they 3 eannot you be faved
with lefle adoe then this! I
will now demand of thefe men
but an anfwerto thefe few fober

Queftions. o
1. Do you feare giving more to

L99]
God then hisdue? Is not all hig
owxze? And how can you give him
more thenall 2
2, He isnot fobackward in gi-

. ving to you,that ewes you nothing,
- but gives you plenty, variety, and

1

continuance of all the goodyou

; enjoy : and doc you thinke you

well requite him!
3. Chrift faid not of his life and

- precious blood, it is too much: -

. And will

ou fay of your poore
unprofitable fervice, it is too

- much?

4. Who will yougive that to
which yeu{parefrom God? thac

; time, and ftudy, and love, and la~ -

|
s
i

!

| feares? Ishe un

our¢ to any that hath more right

. 'to ity orbetter deferves it, or will

. better reward you then hee will
"doY?
s

Are you afraid of being lofers -

- by him? Have ,fyou caufe forfuch
aichfall, or upable

to

F2
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to performe his promifes? will you
repent when you come to heaven,
thatyou did too much to get ic?

will not that blefledneffe pay you"

ro the full?

6.What if yeu had no wagesbut
your work ¢ Is it not better to live
to God then toman? Isnot puricy
better then. impurity? M feafting
be grievous, it is becaufe you are
fick: 1f the mire be your pleafure,
it is becaufe you are fwine, and not
-bni,aufe the condition is defire-
able. o

the reckoning, and review, to have

that you had done lefle for Heaven,
orfor Earth? Sirs, chefe Queftions
arc cafily anfwered, if you arebut
-willing to confider them : So doth

it befeeme thoft, tobe afraid of gi-~

ving God oo much, that are fuch
, , bank-

7. Will it comfort youmorein

»
laid out your felves for God, or |
for the world ? Will you then with,”

¥

Fro1]
bankrups as weeare, and are fure
that we thal not give him the twen-
ticth part of his due, if we doe the
beft we can: And when she belt,
thatare fcorned by ‘the world for
their forwardneffe, doabhor them-
{clves for their backwardnefle ! yca
couldwedo all,we are bt wmprofica-
ble fervants, and fhould do but our
duty, Lske 17,10. Alas, how lit- .
tle caufe have we to feare, I¢ft wee
fhould give God too much of o
hearts, or of our lives. - -

3. If you ar¢ not your owme, res
member that nothing elfe is your
owxe ; What can be more your own,
thenyour felves?

1. Your Parts and Abilities of
minde or body,are not your own,

ufe 'them therefore for him that

owecth them, o
2. Your Authority and Digni-
ties are not your ows, {ee therefore

~ thatyoumake the beft of them for

F3 him
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him that lent them you.
3. Your Children themfelves are

notyour owne, defigne them for

the utmoft of hisfervice that trufts
you with them, educate them in
that way, asthey may be moft fer-
viceable toGod.It isthe great wick-

- edneffe of too many of our Gentry,

~ that they prepare their poftericy
onely to live plenteoufly, and in
credit in the world, butnottobe
ferviceable to God or the Com-
mon-Wealth. Defigne them all

that are capable to Magiftracy or

Miniftry, or fome uf¢full way of
life: And what-ever bee their im-
ployment, endeavour to pofieffe
them with the feare of the Lord,
. that they may devote themfelves to
him. Thinke not the preaching of
the Gofpell, a work tov low for the
Sons of the nobleft perfonin the
Land. It would be an excellent fur-
therance to the work of the Gofpel,
: it

~ [103]

- if Noblemen, and Gentlemen,

would addi& chofe Sonnes to the
Miniftry that are fic for it, and.can

. bee fpared from the Magiftracie:

They might have more refpe& from
their people; and eafier Rule them,
and mighe better win them with
bounty then poore men can doec..

- They need not to contend with

them for Tythes or maintenance.

4. If you are net your ows, your
whole Families are not your owne :
ufe them therefore as Families chat
are dedicated tdGod.

g. If you are not your awse, then
your wealth is not your own : he-
nour God therefore with your fub-
‘ftance, and with the firft fruits of

our increafe; Prov. 3. 9. Doc you -

aske how ? Is there no poor people
that want the faithfull preaching of
the Gofpell for want of meanes, or
other furtherance ? Is there no god-
ly Schollars that want meanes to

Fgq main-
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maintain them atthe Univerfidies,
to fitchem for chis Work ? Isthere
no poore Neighbouts about you
that are ignorant, that if -you buy

thera Biblesand Catechifmies, and -

hire chem to learne them, might

come to knowledge and. ta life?

Are there no peore Children that
you might fet Apprentices to god-

| _ 1y Mafters, where foule and body

“might borh have helps? The poore
you have alwaics with you. It is
not for want of obje&s for your
Charity, if you hide your Talents,
or confume them on your felvessthe

time iscomming when it would
doc ‘you more goad, to havélaid -

them out to your Mafters ufe,- then
in pampering your flefh.

Some grudge that God fhould
have the Tenths 3 that is; thac they
thould be confecrated to the main«
tenance of hisfervice : bur little'do

thefe confider, that 4/l is His, and

muft

Lros5] |

-muft 4/ be accounted for; foare

queftion, whether now’there bee
fuch a finne as {acriledge in Being :
But little dos they confider thate.
very finne is a k{nd' of facriledge:
When you dedicated your felfe to
God, you dedicated all you had s
and it was Gods before,” doe noc
take it from him againe: Remem-
ber the halving of Ananias! and
give God All,

Objeltion, Dut maft we not pro-
vide for eur F amiliés ? |

Anfwer. Yes, becaufe God re-
quiresit, & in {fo doing you render
it to him: That is given to him,
which is expended in obedicnce
tohim, o be it you Rill prefer his
moft eminent intepeft. RO
. Laftly, If youare not your owne, _
then muftnot your Works be prin-
cipally for your felves, but for him

,that eweth you. As she fcope of your

lives muft be to the honour of your
Es Lord.
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- Lerd, fo be fure that you hourly
renew thefe intentions, when you
fecyour foot out of your doores,
aske whether your bufineffe you go
upon, be for God : when you goe
to your Reit, examine your felves
what you have done that day for
God ; efpecially let no opportunis
tyover-{lip you, wherein you may
doe him extraordinary” fervice.
you muft fo performe the very la-
bours of your Callings, thétthey

may be ultimately for God :folove

your deareft friends and enjoy-
ments, thatit be God that is prin-
cipallyloved in them.

More particularly as to the bu-

{inefle of the Day, what need Ifay
mare then in a word to apply this
generall Bo&rine to your fpeciall
Worke.. '

1. Ifthe Honourable Judges,and.

the Juftices will remember, thac
) they

-
s . et e e e T L _ - rmnmemrara
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thicy are Gods, and not their owne:
what a Rule and ftay, will ic bee .
to them for their Woik ¢ what an
anf{wer will it afford -them againft
all folicitations, from carnall felfe,
or importunate friends? viz. Iam
not mine owne, nor come 1 hither
to doe mine owne Worke, I can-
not therefore difpofe of my felfe ar
it, but muft doe as hee that owes
me, doth command me : How
would thisal(o incite them to pro-
mote Chiriftsintereft with their ut-
moft power, and faithfully to owne
the Caufes which he ownerh?

2, Ifall Counfellors, and Soli-
citers of Gaufes, did truly take
themfelves for Gods, and not
their owne, they durft not plead for,
nor folicice a Caufe they knew
which God difowneth : They
would remember that what they
doe againft the Innocent, or fpeake
againft a righteous Caufe, is done

and.
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and faid againft their Lord, from

whom they may expe& erelong to
heare,in as mach as you faid,or did
this againft the laﬁy of thefe, you
faid, or did it againft me. God is
the great Patron of Innocency, and
the Pleader of every righteous
Caufe, and hethat will be {o bold:
as to plead againft him, had need
- of a large Fee to fave him harmlefs.
Say not, itis.your Calling which
you muft live by, unlefle you that
once lifted your felves in your Bap-
tifme under Chrift, will now take
pay and make it your profeflion to
tight againft him : The emptier

your Purfes are of Gainefo gorten,

the richer yonrares or at leaft the
fuller they are, you arefo much the
poorer: As we that are Minifters
doe find by experience, that it was
not without provocation from us,
that God of late hath let loofe fo
ghany Handsand Pens,and Tongues

| | againg:

L9 T
agaisft us, though our calling is-
more evidently owned by God.

then any one in the world befides.:

fo I doubt npt but you may find up- . .
on'duae exaemination, that the late
contempe which hath been caft up-
on your profeflion, isa reproofe of
your guilt from God whe did per~

mitit, Had Lawyers and Divincs

lefle lived to themfelves, and more
to God, wemight have efcaped, if
not the fcourge of ~reproachfull
Tonguess yet at leaft the lafhes of
Confcience. To deale frecly with
you, Gentlemen, it isa mateer that
they whoare ftrangers to your pro-’
feflion, can fcarce put any fair con-

~ frru&ion upongthatthe worft Caufe

for alittle money,. fhould find an
Advocate among yeu! This dri- -
veth the ﬂandcrogy,upon this harth
Dilemma,to think that cither your
Underftandingg, or your Confci-
ences, are very bad. If indeed you

{o.
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{ o litele know a good caufe from a

bad,then it muft needs tempt men to

think you very unskiltull in your
profeflion. The {feldome apd fmal-
ler differences of Divines, ina more

fublime and myfterious profeflion,
isyet a difcovery fo farre off their

ignorance, and is imputed to their
difgrace : But when almoft every
Caufe, even the worft that comes
tothe Barre,fhall have fone of you

for it, and fomeagainft its and in

the palpableft Cafes you are fome

on onefide, and fome on the other,

this ftrange difference of your judg-
meénts, doth {ecme to bewray their
weaknefle: But if you know the
Caufes to be Bad which you De-

fend, and co bee Good which you

oprole, it more evidently bewrayes

a deplorate Confcience : Ifpeake

not of your innocent or excufable

miftakes, in Cafes of ‘grear difficul-

‘tie ;nor yer of excufing a Caufe bad
in

- ——

- L] .
in the maine from unjuft aggrava-
tions : But when Money willhire

you to plead for injuftice againit

‘your own knowledge, and toufe -

your wits to defraud theRighteous,
and fpoile his Caufe, or vexe him
with delayes, for the advantage of
your unrighteous Clyent, I would
not have your Conicience for all
your gaines, noryour Accompt to
make tor allche world : Itsfad that
any knowne unrighteous Caafle,
{hould have a profefled Chriftian
in the face of a Chriftian Judica-
cure to defend ity and Sathax thould
plead by the Tongues of men fo

- deeply engaged to Chrift: But its

incomparably more fad, that almcft

‘every unjuft Caufe (hould finde a.

Patron, and no contentious, ma-
licious perfon fhould bee more rea-
die to doe wrong, thenfome Lawy-
ers to defend him, for a (deare-

{  bought) Fee! Did you honeftly

obey -
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obey God, and fpeake not a word

againft your jadgement,-but leave

every unjuft man to defend his.

owne Caufe, what peace would it
bring to your Cenfciences? what
honour to your now reproached
Profeflion 2 what relicfe to the op-
" prefled 2 and whatan excellent cure

proud or malicious men ¢

3. To you Jurersand Witnef-
- fes, L {hall fay but this, you alfo are
notyourown; and he that oweth
you, hath- told you, Thar bee will
not bold him guiltle(fe, shat taketh his
Name in vane : Its much into your
hands, that the Law hath commit-
ted the Caule ot the Juft; fhould
you betray icby perjury and falle
witnefle, while there is a Conlci-
ence in your guilty breaft, and a .

- -God in Heaven, you fhall not want 1 -

a witaeffe of your finne, or a reven-
ger of the opprefled, if the blooc}
- - . QL.

. ﬁ
“to the troublefonie contentions of .} . : oc
| younot rather take wrong, and {ufs

- [zl

of Chrift on your found repentance
donot refcueyou. = ‘

4 If Plamiffe. and Defendant,
did well confider that they are not
their owne, they would not be too
prone -to quarrels, . but would. lofe
their right, when God the chiefe
Proprietor did requireit. Why doe

fer your felves to bee defrauded, -
then doe wrong and defraud, and-
that your Brethren? 1 Gor, 6. 7,

) 9 : .

To conglude : T carneftly in-
treat you all that have heard me
thit day,that when you come hame,
you will betake your felvesto a
fobe r confideration of the claime

- that God hath laid tc you, and the
. Right he hath in you, and all that

youhave : and refolve withoutany
further delay, to give himhisown,
and give it not to hisencmies, and
yours. When you fee "the Judge~ |
ment
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ment fet, and the Prifoners waiting
toreccive their fentence, remem-
ber with what unconceiveable Glo-
ry and Terror, your gudgé will
fhortly come to deman

and whatan enquiry muft be made
into thetenor of your lives. As
This Sermonwas you fec the Eclipled
preacelinthetime Sun withdraw s
of the Eclipfe.  light, {fo remember,

how before this dreadfull finall
Judgement, the Sunne and Moone,

and whole frame of. Nature fhall be
“diffolved ! and how God will with-
draw the light of his countenance
from thofethat have negletted him
in the day of their Vifitation. As

ever you would bee His, thenfee
thatyoube Hisnow ; ewne himas:

" your ablolute Lord,if you expeft he
fhould ewne you then ashis People.
Woe to you that ever you were

Berne, if you put God.then to di- -

ftraine

-

bis Due; -

Lus]

ftraine for his Dwe, and to take that
“up in your punifhment, which you
denyed o give him in voluntary
obedience. You would Allbe His
in thecimeof your extremity, then
you cry to him as your God for
deliverance. Heare him now, if you
would then be heard ; live to him
now,% live with him for ever.APo-
pith Pricft can perfwade multitudes-
of Men and Women, to renounce
the very -poffeflion of worldly
Goods, and the exercife of their
outward Callings, in a miftaken
devotedneffe to God. May not 1
then hope to prevaile with you, to
devote your felves with the fruit of
your Callings and Poffeflions to his
unqueftionable . fervice? Will the
Lord of mercy but faften thefe per-
fwalions upon your hearts, and
caufe them to pr.vaile; what a
happie day will this prove to us
all: God will have his Owwxe, the

Church
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- Church will have your “utmoft

helpe, the foules of thofe about”
* you, will have the fruit of your di- .

ligence and good examples; the

Common-Wealth will have the

fruic of your fidelitie, - the poor
will havethe benefic of your cha-
ritie, I thall have the defired end of

my labour, and your felves will
‘have the great and everlating !
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~

s Of thp abfolute
i Soveraignty of Chrift 5

And the neccﬂity of mans

- fubje&ion,de;]rendance,and
‘and chiefeft loveto him, .

Preached before the Judges of

- Afizcat WORCESTER.

- By Richard Baxter:

Loke 10. 27.

But thofe. wine Esemsies which
wonld not thas I (hewld reigme
over thems, bring bitker, and flay
them befere me. =
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fold at Zondon by Will. Rophould av the
Unicorne in Pauls Church yard 165s.
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Chriftian Reader, |

Hen 1 had refolved at the defire of
: ‘ / ‘ / the Honoxrable Judge of Affize, to

Publifb the foregoing " Sermon, I
remembred that abour fix yeares before, Ihed
preached another on the fike occafion, on «
fubjelt fo like, gnd to fo like « purpefes thar I
conceived it mot unfit to be annexed to the for-
mer, Ihave endeavourcdto fbew yow in both
thefe Sermons, thar Chyiff masy be preached
without Antinomianifm ; that Terror may be
preached without unwarrantable preaching the
Law; that the Gofpell is ner ameere pre-
mife, and that the La it Jelfe, is not fo ter-
7ible asitis 1o the vebellions. As alfe whar
that fuperftrusture is, that is built on the
foundation of Generall Redemption rightly
underfloods ~ and how ill wee can preach
Chrifts Dominion in bis univerfall propriety
and [overaignty, or yet perfwade men to fantli- .
fication and [ubje&lion, withcut this faundatior:(.

Ay




-~ To thé ChriftianReader.

1 have lebsured 1o fr all, (or almaft ) for
- Matter and- Manncr, to the Gapacity of the
Yalgar. And though' for the Materztisas -

necellary to the greateft, yed is is for the Vulgar
pri:gpzuy tbatglr pnblﬁiﬂ: it; and had rather it
might be numbred with thofe Bookes that are
carryed up and downe the Country from dgore
to doore in Pedlers Packs, then with thofe
that lye on Bookefellers Stalls, or are fet up

inthe Libraries of learned Divipes. -And to-

the feme ufe, would I defigre_the moft of vy

publifbed labours,fhonld God fford me time and .
abilitie, and contentiens Bretbrén would give

me leave, : :

Auguft thegth,
15 34_ S

o ’,.-Ricb.' Bzzxter._'

Plal.
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Be w:fc siow. therefore, O ye

theyare finnes fo_dire@tly againtt
G

89585288:2% 32223
Errrerrer e

A Serwumonx of the
~abfolute Soveraignty
. of GHRIST. |

. Pfal, 2, m,{"r 7 N
Kings:;
be inflrulled, ye Fudges of the
Earth. .
Servethe Lord with feare,and rejoyée
withtrembling,&e. | [

O wafte this precigus hour
A8 in an inveltive againtt in-
>3 juftice and its affociaces,
is none of my purpole. s

the
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the principles in Nacure fo well
knowne; Ibeleeve to you all, and fo
commenly. preached”againft upon
thefc occafions, - that upon the pe-
naltie of forfeiting the credit of my
diferetion, Iam bound to make
- choice of amere neceflary fubjed.
What ? have we necd to fpend our
time and ftudiesto perfwade Chri-
ftians from Bribery, Perjury, and
Oppreflion? and from licking up
the vomit which Pagans have c.ft
out ?and that in an Age of bluod
aud defolation, when God is taking

the ‘proud:t Oppreffors by the

throa’, and raifing Monuments of
afticc upon the ruines of theu-

jut. Ard I would faine beiree

that n¢ corrupe Lawyers doe ate
¥end your Judicatures, & chat Trza-
bels- witneffes dwell not in our
Country , nor yet a furie that
~ feare.not -an O.th @ T have there-

fore chufen anuther fubje®, which

be-
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being of the greatet moment, can
never be nfeafonable, even to pro-
clajme him who is conftituted
the King and Judge of All
to acquaint you with his plea-
fure, and to demand your fubjelti-
on. |
_The chiefe. fcope of the Plalme
is, To foretell the extent and pre-
valency of the Kingdome of Chrift,
admonifhing his encmies to f{ub.
mis tohis Government, deriding
the vanity of their oppoling-pro-
se(ts and furie, and forewarning
them of their ruine if they come
not in, |
The verles which 1 have read,
are the Application. of the forego-
ing pr«diftinn by afedious admo-
nition to thé proud ft offenders:
They cantaine, 1. The Perfons ad-
monifh.d; [ Kings and Judges ]
2. Their Dudi-. 1. Ingenerall to
God_ [ferve him ] with the ad-
G3 jugdks
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junlts-annexed. 1. Rejoycing. 2.
Feareand trembling. 2. More {pe-
cially their Dufie to the' Sofine,
[ Kifshim.] 3. The Motives-to
this Dutie. 1. Principally and di-
reftly exprefled [ left hee be an-
gry | which anger is fet foith by
the effeft [ and ye perifh ;7] which

erifhingisaggravated,1.From the
Fuddennefsa uncxpe@ednefle[in
the way. ] 2. From the dreadful-
nefle[ kindled. ] 1. It isfire, and
will kindle and burne, 2. A little
of it will produce this fad effet.
3. lewillbe Woe to thofe that doe
not efcape it; which Woe is fet
forth by the contrary happineffe of
thofe that by fubmiflion do efcape.
2. The nrotives fubfervient and im=
plyed, arein the monitory words,
[ bee wile, beelearned ] q.d. elfe
yon wil thew and prove your felves
men of ignorance and madnefle,un-
learned and unwife. -

Some

[lra5]

Some Queftions here wefheuld

~anfwer, for cxplicadon of’ the

termaes, As - B
1-Whether the Lord inverfe 11,
and the Sohne in verfe 12. bzeboth
megnt of Chrift the fecond perion?
2. Whether the Anger here' men-
tioned, bethe anger of the Father
or the Sonne, [ /et he be angry, ]
I might fpend much time here to
lictle purpofe, in thewing you the
different judgement of Divines,
of thefe, when in the iffue there is
no great difference which way e-
ver we take them, -
3. What is meant by [ Kifling
the Sonne ¢ | Ianfwer, According
to it’s threefold obje&, it hath a
threefold duty contained in ic. -
1. We Kkifs the Feet in token of
Subjeftion; fo muft wee kifs the
Sonne. ,
-2, We Kifs the Hand in coken of
Dependance; fo muftwee kifs the
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hand of Chrift; that ie, Refigne
our felves to him, and expe& all

our happincfleand reccivings from

him.

3. We kifl¢ the mouth in token
of iqye and friendthip ; and foal-
fo muft we kifs the Sonne.

4. Whatis meanc by [ Perifbing
inthe wa];] [ anfwer, (omitting the
varictie of interpretations) it is
their fudden unexpefted perithing
inthe heas of their rage, and in
purfuit of their defigns againft the
Kingdome of Ghrift. ;

1 know no other termes of any
great difficultie here.

Many Obfervations might bee
henee raifed : As . :
- 1. Serving the Lord I« (he great
- work and bufinefle chat the World
hath to do.

2., This fervice fhould be accom-
panied with rejoycing.

3.50 |
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3+ Sofhould italfo with fearand
trembling. - .
- 4+ There is no fuch oppefition
between fpirituall Joy aod Feare,
but that they may and .muft confift
together. T
. 5 Scripture ufeth familiar ex.
preffions, . concerning . mans come
munion withChrift, { fuch as this;
Kifsthe Sonme. o .
6. There is anger in God, or that

. which we cannot conceive betrer

of then under the Notion of An-
ger, '
7. Thereis away to kindle this
Anger; it is man that kindleth it.
8. The way to kindle it chiefly,
isnot kiffing theSon. = - |
9. The kindling of it will be the
perifhing of the finner, - :
-10. The Enemies of Chrift fhall
perith fuddenly and unexpedily.
11. Alitcle of Gods anger will
utterly undoe them. | L
Gs = 1. They
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“12.They are bleffed men thatfcape
ir, and miferable that muft feel it.

13." It is therefore notorious fol=

ly to negle& Chrift and ftand out.
14. Kings, Judges, and Rulers
of the earth, are the firft men chae
Chrift fummons in, and the chicfe
in the Calamitie if they ftand out.

But I'will draw the {cope of the
Text into this one Dotirine; in
the handling whereof, Ithallfpend

the time alloteed rite. -

" Do&. No Power or Priviledge can

fave that man from the feareful] (1sd-
den confuming wrath of God, that doth
not unfe gnedly love, depend upon,and
[bjelt bimfelfe unto the Lord Jefus
C/Jrlﬂo ’

If they be che greateft Kings and
Judges,yet if they doe not kifs the
Mouth,she Hand, the Feet of Chrift,
his wrath will be kindled, and th?l}i

’ wi

8

1
IR

|
f

. —————

Lragl
will perith in the way of their re-
bellion and negle&. ™ - :
In handling this point I fhall ob~
ferve this Order, :
I. Fwill fhew you what this love,
dependance, and fubjeQion are. ‘
2. What wrath it is chat will chus
kindle and confume them. |
3- Why chis kifling the Sonneis -
the oncly way to efcape i, ‘
4. Why no Power or Priviledge
clfe can procure their efcape, -
- 5. The Application.

For the firft, 1 hall onely give you
anaked defcription, wifhing that
I'had timefor afuller explication:

1. Subje&ionto Chriftis, The
acknowledging of his abfolute fo-

‘veraignty bothas he is Gud, Cre-

ator, and as Redeemer over all the
world, and particularly our felvess
and a hearty confent to this his fo-
veraignty, efpecially thathe be our:
Gs . Lord,
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Lord, and his Lawes our Rule,
and  adclivering up our felves to
tobe governed accordingly,
2. Thisdependance on Ch ril{ is,
Whenacknowledging the fufficien.
cic of his fatisfation,and his power
& willingnes to fave allthat receive
him, manifefted in his frce univer=
 fall offer in the Gofpell, wee doe
eartily accept him for our oncly
S_akur,and,according.ly ( renoun-
¢ing all other ) do waite upon him
believingly for the benefits of his,
 fufferings and office, and the perfor-
mance of his faithtull Covenant ¢o
W, in reftoring us to all che bleffings
which wee Joft, and advancing us.
to afarre greater everlafting. Glo- -
rie. »
. 3-Thisaffe&ion to Chrift is,when
30 the knowledge & fence of hislove
to Hs, bgth common and efpeciall;
and of his own excellency, and che
blefledne(s of enjuying him, and
. - the

[31]

the Father and life by him; our

hearts doe chufe him, and the Fa- -
ther by him as our onely happi-
neffe, andaccordingly lovehima- .
bove a]l thingsin the world. -
As this three-fold Defcription

containeth the fumme of the Go- .
fpel, fo hath it nothing but what
is of neceflity to found Chriftianicy.
If any one of thefe three bee not
found-in thy heart, cither 1have
licele skill in Divinity, or thou

~ haftno trudChriftianity,nor canft

befaved in that condition.

Obje&k. But doth not the Scripture
make believing of the conditsan of the
Covenant? but here is a greas deale
wiore then believing.

Anfw, Sometime Fath 1s taken
in a marrower fence, and then
it is not made the fole condition
of the New Covenant, but repen»
tance and forgiving others, are joy~
ned with it as conditions of ourfor-

givenefle
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iveneffe, and obedience; and per-
€verance,as conditions of our con-
tinued juftification and falvacion.
But when Faith is made the fole
conditiun of the Covenant, then it
- €omprchendeth effentially ( not on-
ly fuppufeth as precedent or cone
comitant } if not:allthree, yer at
Ieaft the two firft of the fore-defcri-
bed qualifications, iz, Depen-
dance, and Subj: &ion, which if it
Wwere well underftood, would much
free the common fore of Chrifti
ans from their foul-deftroying mi-
ftakes, and the Body of ‘Divinity
from a mul.irude of common er-
fors, and our Religion from much
of that repro.ch of Solifidianifme
which is caft upon it by the Pa~.

pifts,

- 2. I'muift be as briefé in opening;

the fecond thing, viz. What wrath

h i< th.t will thuskindle and con

Bime thiem ? What wrath s in Geds,
- we

Fr33]

we need not here trouble our
felves to cng ire ; But onely whae
is intimared in the threats or cur-
fes of the Covenants. As there are
two Covenants, {o cach hath his
proper penaley for its violation,
1. Then till men doe come i
and fubmit to Chrift, they lye un-
der the wrath of God forali theip
finnes as _they are againft the Co-
venant of Works; or they arely-
able to the curie of that Covenant »
Chrifts death hath taken away the
curfe of that Covenant, not abfo- .
lutely from -any man, but conditi-
onally, which becomes abfolute
when the condition: is performed.;
The Ele& themfelves' are- not by
nawure under the Covenant of
Grace, but remaine under the cuife
of the firft Covenant,till they come
into Chrift. S
2. Whofoever rejedteth or neg-
leteth this Grace, and fo finally,
: break=
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breaketh the New Covenant, muft
alfo bear the curfe or penaley chere-
of, befides all the furmer, which
will be a farre greater carfeyeven as
the bieflings of this Covenant are
‘farre greater then thofe of che firft.
Ie wasa heavy punifhment to be caft
out of Paradife, and from the pre-
fenceand favour of God, and to
be curfed by him, and {ubjetted to
cternall death, and all Creatures
below curfed for our fakes, to beare
all thofe curfes and plagues threat-

ned in Pest. 27. and 28. and tohave

the wrath of God fmoake againft
us, &¢. as Dewr. 29. 20. But of how

much [orer punilbment (ball bee bee
thewg bt wert by, tlg: doth tread wnder

foot the blood of this Covemant, and do
defpire to the [pirit of Grace, Heb. 10. -

28,29. It is true, thac for all other
finries, the wrath of God commeth
upon the Children of difobedience
 or unpesfwadableneft ) that is, on

them.

-

}
!

_raignty over us,

: Lr3s]
them that will not be perfwaded to
obey the Lord Chritt, Eple, 5.6,

_Bt!t 118 on no .other with us, for
this is the condemnation, #ar light
s5 come into the world, andmen lpve
darkweffe rather then light, Job. 1.
19. .
3. Why is this kiffing the Sonne,
(that is, loving, depending on, and
fubmitting tohim ) che onely way
to elcape thefe curfes ? .
Anfw. 1. The moft properand
primary reafon which ean be given
is, The will of the great Law-gio
ver, who having abfolute fove-
mighe difpofe of
usas he pleafe, andgma’ke‘l?s fuch
Laws and Conditions as feeme beft
to hiswildome, upon which our
juftification. and falvation fhould.
depend : He hath refolved that this
fhall be the onely condition and.
way,& that as no man thall be jufti-
fied by a meere Chrift, or hie death
ab-
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abftratted from Faith, ( thatis of

Ageand ufe of Reafon; ) fo this
Faith fhall be the conditionupon
which they fhall be juftified : or, as
a Chrift neglected fhall fave no
man, {o.the accepting or receiving

of him, fhall juftifie and fave them, -

as the eondition of the Covenant
performed, under which Notion it
is that Faith juftifieth.

2. Yetother improper or fubardi-
nate Reafons ( which receive their
lite from the former, and withouc ig
would beno Reafons ) ' may be gi-
ven; as 1. From the equity 3 and 2.
From the iuctableneffc and conveni-
ency. 1 |
1. It is but equall thathe who
hath bought us, and that fo dearly,
and from aftate fo deplorable and
d.{pcrate as we were in, fhould be
acknowledged and: accepted for

B

our Saviour .and our Loxrds and.

thac we whoare notourowne, ut
are

|
1
!
i

~ L17]
are bought with a price, shonld glovi-
fie him with onylodies and fouls which

. are hisy, 1 Cor.6. 20, & 7. 23. Efpe~
|

' cially when for that end he both

dyed and rofe againe, that hee might
rule,or be Lord over both g#ick and
dead, Rom, 14.9. If one of you
fhould buy a man from the Galleyes

. or Gallowes, with the price of your
- whole eftate, or the life of your on-

A

ly Sonne; would . you not expeft
that he fhould bee at your difpofe?
that he (hould loveyou, dependon
you, and be fubjeft toyon:

2. And as falvation by tree Grace
through Chrift, is away moft {fu-
table to Gods honour, and to our
own neceflicous and low condition,
fo infubordination thereto,the way
of believing is moft ratisnally con-
ducible to the {ime ends. As wee
could not have had a ficter way to
the Father then by Chrift, fo nei-
ther could chere be a ficter way to
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- Chrifty or meancs to partake of

him, then by Faith, For, though 1
cannot call it the inftrumental]
Caufe of our juftification, cither
Adtive or Paffive;; fyc:t is thisFaich

. Chrifty for our
aviour and King, which is here

 called [ Kiffiug the 8 onne ) the faje

reft condition that wee. could rea-
fonably expeft, and the moft appa-
rently tending to the honour of our
Redeemer; applying and appro-
priating to our felves the perfon,
righteoufnefle, and benefits procu-
redand offered, but not the leaft of
the honour of the Work. All wee
doe, is but to accept what Chrift
hath procuced, and that muft be by
the fpeciall afliitance of his {piric
too.

4. The fourth thing T promi-

fed, is to (hew you, Why no other

Priviicdg? or Power in the world,
can fave him that doth net kifs the
: -Son?

{

)

e —— N
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Sonne? iI¢ may here fufRce, that ]
have (hewed you Godsdeterminati-
on to the contrary.But further cone
fider, (ifany fhould hope to ftape
by their Dignicies, Titles, Friends,
Strength, or any other endowments
or vertuous qualifications ) r, What -
is their taske? 3, What is their
power to perform it? =
--1. They muft refift the unrefita-
ble will of God : Thev muit doe
that which Heaven or Eanh, Men
or Devils were never able yet to
doe : They have refifted his Lawes
and his love, but they could never
refift his purpofe or his power.
The power that urdertaketh to {ave
an Evemie,’ or negle&erof Chrift,
muft fift overcome the power of
the Almightie, and conquer him

~ that doth command the World:

And who hath the frength thatis
fufficient for this? Sinner, before

thou venture thy foule upon fuch -
a
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a mad coriceit, or think tobe faved

whetber God will or ride, trie firft:
thy skilland ftrength in fome irife-

riourattempt; Bid the Sunne or
Moon ftand ftillin the F irmament,
invert the feverall feafons of the
yeare: Bid' the faow and froft to
come in {ummer, and the fowers

and fruits to fpring in winter;

command the freames to turn their
courfe, ‘or the Tide its times, or
the winds their motion: If thefe
will vbey thee, and thyword can
prevaile with them againft the Law
of their Creator, then maift thou
proceed with the greater confidence

“and courage, and have fome hope to

fave the negledters of Chrift: Or
try fiuft whether thou canft fave thy
prefent life againft the courfe of nae-
ture and will of God; call back
thine age and yeares that are paft ;

command thy paines and fickne(s

to be gone; “chide back this bold

ap-

[l |
approaching death : Will they not
obeythee? Canft thou do none of
thefe? How then canft thou expedt
the faving of thy foule againft the

determinate will and way of God ? . -

Where dwelleth that man, or what
was his name, that did.negle
Chrifty and yet efcape damnacion?
Who hath hardned himfelf againft
him, and hath profpered ? Iob ¢. 4.
And dott thou think then to bee the

fieft? Thou maift perhaps knock

boldly at the Gate .of Heaven, and
plead thy Grearnels,thyVertues,thy
Almefdeeds and formall devotion;
but thou thalt receive afadder an-
fwer then thou doft expe& : Fefus
we know, and obsdiential Faith in
him we know ; but who' are ye?

. 2. He that will fave thefoul that
loveth not, dependeth not on, and
fubjetteth not himfelfe to Chrift,
muft firft make falfe the word of
God, and makethe true and faifthl-li

| u
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- fall God adyer: this is another

parcof histaske ; God hath given
itunder his hand for truth, Thas be
that believeth mot; is condemmed ale
ready, Joh. 3. 18. That be shall mot

\ fec isfe. but the wrath of God abideth

on himy Joh. 3. 36. That they who
are invited to Chrift, and make
lightot it, or make excufes, shall
never taft of his Supper, Luk.14. 24.
Mat.22,5.8. That it shall be eaficr
for Sodome in the day of Fadgement,
then for that City which refufzth the
offers of the Gofpell, Mat. 10. 15,
That whofoever would not have
Chriftro raigne over them, fha/! be
bronght forth ar laff, and deftroyed
before bim as his Enemies, Luk. 19,

27. That they shall all b:e damned

that belreve not the truth, bur have

Pleafure in unrighseonfnefs, 2 Thel.

2.12.&c. And hath :he Almighty -

faid that thus it fhall be ? Who then
is he tha dare fay it thall netbe ? Is
this

L143] :
this the ¢oncluded Decree of Hea-
ven ! what power or policy isuble
toreverfe it ? hath God faid ic. and
willhenotdoic? - °
ghus lgou fctg his easke, that will
undertake to fave one ne
Cdert en gle&cr of
2, Let us now confider, what
Power that is that myft erforme
ie: If itbe done, it mugt cither,
1. By Wifdome: or By Strength;
whereas the chiefeft of men, even
the Kings and Judges of the Earth,
are both Ignosant and Impotent,
1. Ignorant : Though Judgesare
learned in the repute of the World:
Alas, poor crawling breathing dufl!
¢ you know the fecrers of your
Makers cevnfaile ? and are you a-
bleto over-reach themy, and fru-

" fratehis defignes? Dith this Bouk

know what js written in it? Canp

‘the Scatyou fit on, over-top your

councils? more likely thea for yu
| to
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to over-top the Lord : filly wormst ' §

Kou know not what God is, nor

now. you any one of his unreveal-

ed thoughts, no more then that Pil- -

lar doth know yourthoughts : you

know not what you are your felves,

nor {ee'any further then the fuper-
ficies of your skin; what is thy
foule?’and when diddeft chou re-
ceive it ? Doft thou know its form¢
or didft thou'feel it enter? which
part didft thou feel it firfk poflefle ?

Thou canft call it a Spirit, but-

knowft thou what a Spiritis? or
rather oncly whatitis not? Thou
knoweft not that whereby thou
knoweft : And how was thy bady

formed in the wombe? what was it

an hundred years agoe? what is
that vitall heac and mojfture?
what cauleth that order and diver-
fity of its parts ? when will the moft
expert Anatomifts and Phyfitians

in

beagreed 2 Why, there are myfterics

e

moftall turned jnto invifible again,
"UH
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in the fmalleft worme which thou
canft not reach ; nor ‘couldeft:thou

refolve the dpubts arifing about an

. Ant or Atome;much leffe about the

Sunne, or Fire, or Aire, or Wind,
&c, and canft thou not know thy
{elfe, nor{malleft pare of thy feit,

. nor thefmallef Creature? and yet
- cantft thou aver-reach. the . gverlaft-
- ingCounfels.

2, And .is't-hy'Mi'ght;hd ;ﬁdiv;:g
any greater then thy Policy? Why,

| what are the.Kings & Rulers of the

Earth, but lumps -of Clay, thatcan
fpeake and goe ; moving {hadows,
the Flowers of aday, a corrupti-
ble feed, blowne up to thac {welled
confiftence in which i¢c.appears, a3
Childrern blow theip bubbles,.of
Soape, fomewhat jnvifible copdens
fate ; which that it may become, vi=
fib'e, isbecome more grofle, and lo
more vile, and will fhortly beeal-

and.
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and that lictle duft which corrup-
tion leaves by the force of fire, may

be diffipated yet more, and then -

where is this fpecious part of the
man? Surely now thatbody which
is fo much efteemed, is but aloath~
~ fome lump of corruptible ficfh, co-
vered with afmooth skin, and kept
" aliale while from ftinking by the
grcfcncc of rthe foul, & muft fhortly

ecaft out of fightinto a Grave, as
unfit for the fight or fmell of the
- living, and there be confumed with
rottennefs and worms ; Thefe are

the Kings and Rulers of the Earth 5 .

this is the power that muft conquer
Heaven, and fave them that rebell
againft Chriftthe Lord ; They that
cannot live amoneth without re-
?ﬁi‘ring their confuming bodies by

ood, onc part whereof doth turne

to their vitall blood and fpirits, -

and the other to moft loathfome

unfufferable¢xcrementss fo neere '
" o is .

1'

_Y
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isthe kin ‘betweene their Beft and
Worft. Judge all you that fiave
common reafon, whether heé that
cannot keep himfelfe alive an hour,
‘and fhortly will not be able to ftirre
3 finger, to remave the worms thar
feed upon hisheart, be able to refift
the ftrength of Chrift, and fave the
foule,that God hath faid and iworn
thall nothe faved? Ah poor fouls,
that have no becter Saviour-1 And
well may Chrift, his Tru h, and
Caule prevaile, thac have no ftron-
ger enemies. |

Ufe 1. You havetere a Text that
will fully informe you, how you
are like to fpeed- at the Barre of
Chrift ; who fhall dye,ard who thal)
live: The great Aflize is_neare at
hard, the feet of our Judge are -
ven ot thedoore ; goe thy way un-
belicving finner, when thou haft
had all the pleafure that finne will

Ha affor




\[148j

afford thee, lyedowne in the dult

and {lecp awhile, the rouling voyce

(hall quickly awake thee, and thine
eyes f?mll fc}; that dreadfull day! O
bleflid ! oh dolefull day ! blefled to
the Saints, dolefull to the Wick.(.’d:
O the rejoycing ! oh the Jamenting
that there will be! the t;ipmphaq‘t
(houtings of joyfull Saints ! the hi-
deous roaring cryes of the ungod-
ly ! when each man hath newly
received his Doom, and there is no-
thing but cternall Glory, and e-
ternall Fire. Beloved hearers, every
man of you fhall fhortly there ap-
pearc, and waiteasthe trembling
prifoner at the Barre, to heare
what doom muft pafle upon yous;
Doe you not believe this ¢ [ hope
j?dli do believe it. Why what wquld
you give now to know for certaine,
how it (hall then go with you? why

here is the Book by which you muft

be judged, and here isthe {umme of
o B it

- [149]
it inmy Text, and the grounds up-
on which the Judge will then pro-
céed. Will you but goe along with
me,and anf{wer the Q 1cftions which
hence I fhall putto you, and fearch
and judge your felves by them as
you goe, and you may know what
doom youmay then expelt ; onely
deal faithfully,and fearch through-
ly,for felfe-flattery will not prevent

- your forrow,

- -And here you muft know, that
it is the ki{s of the heart, and not
of the lips, which we muft here en-
quire after : The queftion will not
be at the Great Day, Who hath
fpoke Chriit faire? or who hath
called themfelves by the name of
Chriftians ? or who hath faid the
Creed or the Lords-Prayer oftneft ?
orcryed, Lord, Lord 7 or come to
Church? or carryed a Bible? or
who hath held this opinion? .
or who that ? It would make a mans
| H3 heart
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heart ake to thinke how zealoufly
men will honour the fhadow of
Chrift, and bow at his Name, and
reverence the Image of the Groffe
which he dyed on, and the names
and reliques ofthe Saints that dyed
forhim ; "and yet doe utterly neg-
le& the Lord himiclfe, ahd cannot
endure to be governed by him, and
refifk his{pirit, and fcorne his ftrict
and holy waies, and defpicefully
hate themnthat moft love and obey
him, and yet believe themfelves to
be reall Chriftians : For Gods {ake,

~Sirs, do not fo delude your immor-
tall foules, as to thinke your Bap-
tifme, and your outward devoti-

on,and your good meanings, (as -

~you call them ) and your righteous
dealing with men, will {erve the
turne to prove you Chriftians : A-
as, this is but with Judas, to kiffe
the mouth of Chrift, and indeed to
fetch your death from thofe bligﬁd
ips,

L1517

lips, from whence the Saines doe

fetch their life: Iwill (hew -
fome furer fignes then thefe, - YoR
_ 1. And firft let me a little enquire
into your {ubje&tion to Chrift. Doe
you remcmber the time when you
were the fervants of finne? and
when Sathan led you captive at his
will? and the Prince of darknefs
ruled in your foules ? and all wich-
In you was inacarnal] peace ? Doe
ycu remember when the fpiritin
the word came powerfully upon
your hearts, and bound Satbaw, and
caft hup out, and anfwered all your
reafonings, and conquered all your
carnall wifdome, and brought you
from darknefle to light, and from
the power of Sathan to God, Aét.
26, 18. Or at leaft are you fure,
that now yonu live not under the .
fam: Lord and Lawes as the ungod-
ly doc ? Hath Chrift now the onely

foveraignty in your fouls? Is his

Hy word
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word thy Law which thou dareft
not pafle? doth ic’ bound -thy
thoughts, and rule thy tc ngue ? and
command thy felfe and all thou
ha ? Haft thou layed all downe at
the feet of Chrift ? and refligned thy
felfe and all to his will 2 and de-
votedallto his difpofe and fifvice?
1 cuftome bid thee curiz and ‘wear,
and Chrift fo:bid thee, hichdoft
thou obey? If-thy Appedite bid
thee take thy Cups, or fare delici-
oufly every day; If thy ccmpany
bid thee play the good-fellow, or
(corn the Gadly ; If thy covetcul-
nefle bid thee love the world, and
Chrift forbid thee, which doft thau
obey ? If Chrift bid thee bee Holy,
and walk precifcly, and be violent
for Heaven, and ftrive to enter iy
and the world and the flefh be ene-
mies to all this, and cry it downe
as tedious folly s which doft thou
obey ? Doft theu daily and {piritu-

ally

‘thally worfhip him in private, and

in thy Family, and teach thy Chil-
dren and Servants to fear the Lord?

1 intreat you Sirs, dealetruly in an-
Awering thele Queftions ; never man

was faved by tne bare title of a
Chriftian : 1t you are not fubje& to
Chrift, you are not Chriftians, no
more then a Piure or a Carkaffe

is aman, and your falvation will
be .ﬁ‘df as._your Chriftianicy is.:
fubje&ion is an effentiall pait. of

thy Faithyand obedience is its fruic:

‘ e uics
Infhortthen; doft thoumake him
thy fearc? and tremble at his word?
Dareft thou runne .upon fire or. wa-

ter, fword or cannon, rather then

wilfully runne uvpon his difplea-
furs? wouldlt thou rather Pdif— \
pleafe thy deareft friend, the grea-

- teft Prince, or thine own flcth, then

wittingly. provoke . him?, Wh

Chrift fpeaks againft th)'r-'ii'w}:ct:ﬁ

finne, thy nature, or cuftome,. or
5 © ClEa
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creditsor life, againft thy rooted
opinions, or thy corrupt tradicions:
Arcthou willing to {ubmit to all
that hee revealeth? Doft thou fay,
Speake Lord, for thy Servant heayeth?
Lerd what wonldft thow bave me to
do2 Iam veady to do thy will, O God,
Beloved hearers, This is the frame
of every fervant of Chrift ; and
this is the acknowledging and ac-
cepting him for your Lord ; I be-
fecch you cozen not you fouls with
fhewes and formalities; if ever you
be faved without this {ubje&ion, it
muft be wichout Chrifts merits, or
mercy,; It muft bee in a way thae
ipture revealeth not ; nay, it muft
 be in defpite of God, his truth muft
be falfified, "and his power.muft bee
maftered, before the difobedient can
be faved from his wrath.
2. Examine alfo your Depen-
. dance on Chrift, whether you kiffe

 his Hand as well as his Feet. Doe

you

L1557 |
you underftand that youare all by
nature condemned men, and
lyable to the everlafting wrath of
God? that Chrift hath interpofed -
and paid thisdebt, and bought us
as his owne by the fatisfaftion of

that juftice : that all thinge arc now

delivered into his hands, (Fohr.1 343"
and he ismade Head over all things
to his Church, Epbe. 1. 21,22, Doft
thou take him for thy oncly Savi-
our ? and believe the hiftory of his
life and paflion, the truch of his di»
vine and humane nature, his Relur«
retion, his Office, and his ap.
proaching judgement?  Doft thou
fec that all thy {uppofed :Righees
oufnefle is but vanity and finne,and
thatthy fclfe art unable. to:make
the Jeaft facisfalion to the Law by
thy works or {ufferings ; and if hi's
blood doe not wath thee, and his
righteoufnefs juftifie thee, thou
mwufk certainly be damaed yet, .and
. per-
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perith for ever? Doft thou there-
fore caft thy felfe into his armes,
and vencure thy everlafting ftate up-
on him, and troft him with thy
foule, and fetch all thy helpe and
‘healing from him? when' finne is
remembred, and thy confcience
troubled, and the fore-thoughts of
judgement doe amaze thy foule;

doft thou then fetch thy comfort»

from the viewés of his blood, and
the thoughts .of the Freenefs and

 Fulnefs of his fatisfa&ion, hislove,

and Gofpell offers and promifes ?
Doftthou fo build upon his pro-
mife of ahappinefs hereafter, that

¢hoy cahft let goe all thy happineffe

here; and drink of his Cup; and be
bdptized with his Baptiine;andlofe
thy life upon his promifechat thou
flialc faveit ? Canftthou part with
gocds and triends, and all that thouw
hoft in hope of a promifed Glory
which chou never faweft ¢ If thog
MR cantr

[r1s57]

canft thus drink :with him of the
Brook. in the way, thou fhalt alfo
with him lift up the head, Pfal.110.
v, laft, Doft thou perceive a Medi-

ator as well as a God, in all' thy -

merciesboth fpeciall and commor,
and taft his blood in all that thoa
receiveft, and waite upon hishand
for thy future fupplies ¢ Why, this
is kifing the hand of Chriit, and
depending upon him, Ohow con-
trary is the cafe of the world! whofe
confidence is like the Samaritaus
worfhip, they truft God and their

wits, and labours, Chriftand their

fuppofed merits; Iwould Imighe
not fay, Chrift and deceit, and
wicked contrivances. Qh blafphe-~
mous joyning of Heavenand Hell,
to make up one foundation of their
urnftr " oo

. Examine a little alfe your

_ loveto Chrift: Doe yon thus kifle

the Sonne ¢ doe your foules cleave
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tohim, and imbrace him with the
_ftrongeft of your affeftions? Sirs,
though there is nothing that the
blind world is more confident in
thent his[ that they love Chrift wich
alltheir hearts, Jyct is there nothing
wherein they are more falfe and
faulty : I befeech you therefore deal
truly in anfwering here. Are your
hearts fet upon the Lord Jefus ? doe
you love him above all thingsin
thisworld ¢ doe you ftick at your
anfwer ¢ doe you not know ¢ fure
thenaebeft you love him but lie-
tle, or elfe you could not choofe
but know it. Love is a ftirring and
fenf(ible affe®ion ; you know what
itis tolove afriend: Feelby this
Pulfe, whether you'live or dye:
Doth it beat more firongly toward
Chrift, thento any thing clfe? Ne-
ver queftion mar, the neceflity of
this ; he hath concluded, 7f thos
love any shing more then bim, thow

L 159]
art not worthy of bim, nor canf¥ bee
bis Difesple. Are thy thoughts of
Chrift thy free’ft and thy {weeteft
thoughts ¢ Are thy fpeeches of him
thy fweeteft fpeceches? when thou
awakeft, art thou ftill with him,and
is hee next thy heart 2 when thou
walkeftabroad, doft thou take him
in thy thoughts ? canft thou (ay and
lye not, thatthou watt ever deeply
in love with him, that thou doft
love him buc as hearcdily as thou
doft thy friend, and artas loath to
difpleafc him, and as glad of his

’ grcfcncc, and as much wroubled at

is frangenefle or abfence? Hath
thy Minifter,or godlyacquaintance,
ever heard thee bemoaning thy
foule for want of Chrift, or en-
-quiring what thou fhouldeft doe to
attairic him ; or thy Family heard
thee commending zis excellency,

and labouring to kindle their af-

fe&tions cowards him ¢ why love
will
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will not bee hid; when it hach its

aefire, it will bee rejoycing, and.

when it wanes it, it will bee com~ «
plaining. Oryac leaft, Can thy Con-

{cience witnefle thy longings, thy
groanes, thy prayess for. a Chrift ?
Wilc thou ftand co the Teftimony
of thefe witnefles? Doz you love
his weak, his poore defpiied mem-
‘bers? Doe you vifiz them, cloath
“them, feed them, to your power:?
not onely in acommon natyrall
compaflion to them as they are
your Neighbours : but do you love

“orrelieve a Prophet in the name of -

a Prophet, ora Difciple inthe name

of a Difciple, Mat. 10. 40, 415 42.
Shall all thefe decide the Quefti-
on?

Beloved Hearers, I profefle to
youall in the Name ot ourlord,
that it is not your bold and confi-
dent affirming that youIQVc;Ghriﬁ,.
- which wilk ferve your turne when
" Chrift

\
)
|
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Chrift fhall: judge ; Hee willfearch
dcep, “and judge according to the
truth in the inward parts ; how mas
ny theufand will then perifh as his
utter Enemies, that verily thought
themfelves his friénds ? how eafily
now might they find their miftake,
if they would but be at the paings
to examine thenifelves 2 Oh uy,
try; firs, before God try you ; judge
your fclves before Chrift judge yon :
It wou!d grieve amans heart, that
kiows what it is to love Chritt, to
believe, to be fubjed to him, tofee
how rare thefe are in ¢
world, and yet how confident ard
careleffe me ft men are ! e may bee
you may think much, that o qu¢-
ftion your loves; yet Chrift that
knew all things, quftion d Peters

‘Jove to him, and chatthree times,

till ic grieved Perer. Tam a ftranger
to the moft of you, and theretore

know not your conditions or incli-
nations:
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~ mations: yet judge me not cenfori-

ous if Ifeare the worft, and if 1
meafure you by the reft of the worlds
and then I may confidently and
fadly conclude, that Chrift hath
few loving fubjeQs ‘among you, If
we could heare your oathes and
vaine fpecches turned to heavenly
foul-edifying difcourfe, and your
covetoufnefle to confcionablencle,
. and feethat the word of Chriff were
your law, and that you laid out
your endeavours for heaven in good
carncdty then we fhould fay, Thefe

people are the loving fubjells of Chrift:

But w!\en men are enemiestoChrifts
Do&rine, and waies, and worthip,
and had rather live afier the flefh,

and the world, andthe traditions

of their Fathers, and are notorious
for prophancfle, fuperftition, and
enmity to Reformatior, who can
chofe but condole your cafe? and if
your obftinacy will not endure us

to

4

:
J
|
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to helpe you, yet you fhall give us
leave whether you will or no, to

lament you.

Ufe, 2. But it’stime thac I turne
my fpeech to exhortation: and oh
that you would encourage me with
go;ur refolutions to obey 1----My

ufinefs here to day is, as‘his He-
rauld and Embaflador, to proclaim
the Lord Jefus your King and Sa-
viour; and to know whether you
will heartily acknowledge and take

himfo to be,or not? and to pers

fwade you to take fo fairean offr
while you may have it, and to kifs

_ the Sonne left his wrath be kind-

led: This is my bufine(s here, in
which if I had not fome hope to
fpeed, the Lord knows [ would not
have beene here to day. You-will
fay, This is a common errand : doe
you think we never heard of Chrift
before ? lconfefle it is common,

blefled
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blefled be.God for -it, ( and long

may itfo continue and increaie,and

Ietitbe as conftanc and durableto
us, asthe Sunnein the Firmament :
and the Lord grant that Englands
finnes or enemies, may never be-
reave them of the blefling of -the
Gofpell ; and then it will be a hap-
picr Land then ver ever wasany cn
the facc cfithe Earth ) Bur is 1t as
common to receive Chrift in love
and cbedicnce? Twould it wees
Iknow the name of Clyift is com-
men; the Swearer doth {weare by
ir, the Begger begs by it, the Char-
- mer putsit into his Charmes, and
the Jefter into hisjifts, and every

Pap:ftand ignorant Prowcttant,doth -

mutier it oft-times overin his Pray~
ers s Bur who trembleth ae ic? or
-trivmyhethin 302 who maketh ic
his Fear and his Joy ¢ and giveup
their foules and lives to be govern-

ed by Chrift? 1doe here folemuly
- - p.o-

proclaime to you, that the Lord
Jefuswilknot be put off, with your
¢omplementk; He.cares not for your

“meere name of Chriftianity, nor

yeur Cap, nor your Knce : 1t thy
heart be not fet upon him, thouart
none of hig; His word muftbe your
Law, and)youmuftdepend on him
aloné for foule and bodie; or never
look for mercy at his hands ¢ He is
the Author of eternall falvationto
them Conely ) thar obey him, Hcb.

L9, )
- What fay you then, Sirs, in an=
fwer to my: meflage? and what
courfe doe you refolve upon? fhall
Chrift be your love, and your Lord,
or not? Will you kiffethe Sonne,
orwillyou fleight hin fill? me-
thinks you fhould eafily be refol-
ved, and fay, Away with pleafure,
and credit, and worldly gaine ; a-

 way with thefe bewitching de-
lighes and companions : Chrift hath

bought
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bought my hears, and hefhall haye
it, he is my Lord, and l;will be ru-
led by him. Hearers; I hope God
hath keptyeu alive till now to fhew
you mercy, and brought fome fin-
ners hither to day to prevaile with
their hearts ; And my hope is
fomewhat firengthened by Gods
difpofa’l of my ownefpiric: 1 was
ftrongly tempted ta have preached
this Sermon in the enticing words
. of humane wifdome, tending to a
proud oftentation of parts: But
Chrift hath aflifted me to eonquer
the tempration,and commanded me
to preach him in plainneffe and evi-
dence of the fpirit. Icome not to

perfwade youto opinions or fa&i-

ens, to be for this fide, or for that;
butto be with all your hear:s for
Chrift, as ever you look that Chrift
thould be for you : to love him as
he that hath bought you from eter-
nallwrath, and dyed to faveyou
- _ from

1677

\ . 7
| from the everlafting burnings; to

lay holdon him with moft earneft

affeftionate apprehenfion, as aman

that is ready to drewn would doe
upena bough, orupon the hand of
of his friend that would pull him to
the fhore : to waite for the Law of
thy dirc®ion from him, and doe
nothing till thou hatt asked coun-
faile ac his word, and know his
mind, whether thou fhouldeft do 7t
orno; till thou feel thy Confci-
ence bound by his Law, that thou
canft not Rirre till hee give thee
leave; that the commands of Parents
and Princes may ftoop to his, much
more the commands of cuftc me and
company, of credit or pleafure, of
thg‘ world or flefh : Thefe are the -
things that 1 exhore youto; and I
muft tell you, that Chrift doth flat-
ly expe& themacyou hands, -~

Iwill here back thefe Exhortati-
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onswith fome perfwading Confi- ‘
derations .- Thinke: of what 1 fay, |

and weigh it ‘a5, we goe. If I{peake
not truth and reafon, thzn rejett ic

ithe, andthy Conicience tell thee
{o, take heed then how thou doft
.negle& orxeje&t  it, left thou bee
found - a fighter againft che. fpirit,
.and left che curfe of God -doe feize
upon that heart that would not
.yeeldto truth and reafon.
.. And I will draw thefe Confidg-
‘rationsonely from my Texr. .
1. Thouart elle a Rebellagainft
thy foveraigne Lord. ThisIgather
from the command in my Text:
and indecd the fcope of the whole
- Pfalme, God hath given thee into
the hands of his Sonne, and made
him Lord and King of all,: and

commanded all men to accept him, |

and fubmitunto him.Who can thew
fuch cicle o the foveraignty? fuch

righe 1
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right to rale thee as Chrift can do?

He is thy Maker, and fo is not Sa-
tan ; he dearly bought thee, and fo

did not the world i Thon waft not

with difdaipe and {fpare nor: butif jt . Redeemed with filver and Gold, and

corvuptsble things, 1 Pet. 1.18. 1
make this challenge here in the be-
halfe of Chrift 5 lee any thing in the
world ftep forth and (hew a better
title to thee, to thy heart,and to thy
lifz, then Chriftdoth fhew 5 and let

' them take thy heart, and take the

rule. But why doe I [peake thus? -
Iknow thou wilt confefleit; and
yet wilt thou not yeeld him thy
chicfelt love and obedience 2. out of
thy own mouth then arz. thou con=
demwned, and thou proclaimeft thy
(clfe a knowiug and wilfull Re- |
bel. . :
. 2. To deny thy aff:&ions and
fubje&ion to Chrift, isthe moft
barbarous unkindnefle that.a{inner
can beguilty of. lDid ke pitty thicc
- n
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in thy loft eftate, and take theeup
when thou layeft wounded in the
way, and make thee a plaifter of the
blood of his heart? And isthis thy
requitall? Did ke come down from

heaven to earth, to feeke theé when
. thou waft foft,and takeupon him all -

thy debt; & put himfelf into the pri-
fon of the world and flefh ? hath hee
_paid for thy folly, and borne that

wrath of God which thou muft have
fuffered forever 2 and doth he not
now deferve tobe entertained with

moft affe®tionate refpe&? bue with
a few cold thoughts inftead of
hearty love, and with a few formall
words in ftead of worfhip What
hurt had it been cohim if thou hadft
perifhed ? what would he have loft
by it if thou hadft laine in Hell ?

would not Juftice have beene
glorified upon a dilobedient
wretch ¢ Might not he havefaid to

his Father, Whac arc thefe worms
| “and
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and finners to me? muft Ifmartfor
their folly ? muft I fuffer when the

have finned ? muft 1 deba(e my felfe
to become man, becaufe they would
have exalted themfelves to bzcome
as God? if they will needs undoe
themfelves, what is it to me? if
they will caft themfelves into the
flames of Hell, muft Igoe thither
to fecch them out 2 =—Thus Chrift
might have put off the fuffering and

d the (hame, and let it fall and lye

where it was due: but he did ‘nor,
His compaffion would not fuffer
himto fec us fuffer ¢ Juftice muft
befacisfied, the threat muft be ful-
fiilled ; Chrift fecch that we cannot
overcome it, buthe can, therefore

. hee comes down into flefh, - he lives

on earth, he faftetls, he weepeth, be
is'wéarY, he is tempted;- he hath
not a plage to puthis head, he is
hated, he is {pit upon;heis cloathed

-} asafool,andmade a fcorn, helwea-

12 teh
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teth blood, he is Crucified with

Thecves, he beares the burden that
would have funk allus to Hell ; and

muft he after all this' be negle@ed |

“and forgotten ? and his Lawcs that
fhould rule us, be laid afide, and be
‘accounted too ftri& and precife for
us to liveby ? O let the Heavens

blufh,and the Earth be athamedat .

this barbarous ingratitude! How
can {uch a people fhew their faces at
his comming, or ook him in the

" face when hece thall jud%c them for

this! would youufe afri¢end thus?

No, nor anenemy. Methinks you ;

{hould rather wonder with your
felves, that ever Chrift (hould give
you leave to love him, and fay,
Will the Lord endure fuch a wretch
to kiffe him ? will hee fuffer him-
felfe_ to embraced by thofe armes,
- which bave beene defiled fo oft by
the embracements of finne? wil hee
fo highly henour me, as to bc{.hbis

) \ 1b-

J
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fubje& and his fervant, and to be
guided by fuch ableffed and per-

. fe& Law ? and doth he require no
- harder conditions then theie for my

falvacion? take then my heart,Lord, -

~icis onely thinesand ol thac it were

better worth thy having, or take
it and make it better: the Speare
hath opened me apaffage eo thy
heart, let the Spirit open thee a pal-
fage into mine: defervedly may .
thofe Gates bee fuel for Hell, that
would not open to let in the King
of Glory.

3. Todcny thine affe&ion and fub-
je&ionto the Sonne, is the greateft

" folly and madnefle in the world.

Why doth he require this {o ear-
neftly at thy hands ¢ is it for chy
hart, or for thy gocd? would hee
make a prey of thee for his owne
advantage ? is it for any need that
he hath of thee, or of thy fervice,
or becaufethou haft nced of him for

' I3 thy
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thy dire&tion And falvation; would
hec fteale away thy heart as the
world doth to delude it ? would he
draw. thee as Satan doth to ferve
him, that he may torment thee ?-if
fo, it were no wonder thatthou
artfo hardly drawne to him's but
thou knowelt fure that Chrift hath
none of thefe ends. o '

Thetrichisthis: His dying on
the Croffe, is but part ‘of the work
thatis neceffary to. thy falvation ;
this was but the paying of the debr,
he muft give thee ‘moreover a pe.
culiar intereft, and make that to %ee
abfclutely thine, which wasthine

But conditionally 5 he muft take off

thy rags, and wath thy fores, and

‘qualific thy foule for the prepared
Glory, and bring thee cut of the
prifun of {izncand deach, and pre-

fentthee ro his Father blamelcfle

and undefiled, and cftate thee in
greater dignity then thou felleft

' from :

A
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from: and all this muft he doe by
drawing thee to himfelfe, and lay-
ing himfelfe upon chee as the Pro- -
phetupen the Child, and cléfing

thy heart with his heart, and .thy

will with his willy & thy thoughts

and wales with the Rule of his

word : And is thisagainft thee or

for thee? is there any hure to thee

inall this? Idare challenge Earch
and Hell, and all the Enemies of

Chrift in both,to fhew the leaft hurt

that ever he caufed to the foule of

" abeleever,or the leaft wrong to the

foul of any. '
- And muft he then have fuch a ftir

~ todoetheegood? muft heefo be-

feech thee to bee happy, and follow -

- thee with entreaties? and yetare

thou like a ftock that neither hear’s

~ nor feel’s ? Nay,doft thounot mur-

mur and ftrive againfthim, as if he
were about to doe thee a:milchiefe;
and would rather cutthy threac

14

‘then. §
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then curethee, and were going to
deftroy thee, and nottofave thee »
I appeale to any thachath not re-
nounced his Reafon, whether this
be not notorivus bruitith _unrea-
fonablenefle ; and whether thou be
not liker a beaft, that muft be caft or
held while you drefs his foree; then

* toaman that thould helpe on his

owne recovery ? Foolifth linner ! it
isthy finne that hures thee, and
not thy Savicur: why doft thou
not rather ftriveagain# that? It is

- theDevill that would deftroy thee,

and yet thou doft not grudge ac thy

obedience to him, Be judge thy felf,

whether this be wife or equali dea-

Sinuner; Ibcfeech thee in the be-
halfe of thy poore foule, if 1th u
have{uch amind to renounce thy
Saviour, doe it not till thou hait
fcund abetrer Mafter ; fay as Peter,

Whither (ball we goe? Lord,thon hi/j
t

e
-

ﬁ.w'

- thewards of etermal) life:

- tery then

L]

And wh
thou knoweft once whereto b::v b;r: :
_ goe thyway, ‘part wi
Chrift and fpare not yf f fhy mf::l;
company, or thy honour, or thy
wealth, or all the friendsand de.
lights In the world will 4o that for
thcg which Chrift hach done, and
which at “latt he will doe jf thou
\fhxcthodhxm ;d then take chery fo
thy Gods, and let Chrift g
-n!:cane time let me Presgire b
theey as thou are a map f

fell not thy Sayioyr till ,'tl‘l)our fi;l??; '
for what, el not thy foule tjll thoy
know why, fel] not thy hopes of
Hcgven for,nothing. God forbid
that thy wilfy]] folly thould bring
theeto Hell,and there thou (houldf

lie roaring and crying ou for ever,

Glory,and I would notfoll im,
I (old heaven fora few mir:(;rzgg:;’
y .

3 for
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for alittlehonour) and eafe, and

delight to my flefh :here X lie in tor- .

ment, becaufe I weuld notbe ruled
- by Chrift, but chofe my lufts and
le a{ure before hiﬁa--EISinner, c%loe
not think 1{peak harthly or uncha-
ritably co call this negle& of Chrift
thy folly : As true as thou liveft and
heareft me thisday,except thy time-
1y fubmiffion do prevent it ( which
God grant itmay ) thou wilt one
of thefe dayes befoole thy felfe a
thoufand times more then I now
befoole thee,and call thy felf mad,
& a thoufand times mad,when tho_gl
thiokeft how fair thou waft for heaw
ven, and how ready Chrift was- to
' have beenthy Saviour & thy'Lord,
~andhow light thou madcft of all
~ his offers: Either this will prove
true to thy cofty orelfeam I afalfe

Propher, and a curfed deceiver, Be

wife therefore, be learned, and kifs
the Son, ke

‘w—:w-.

Sy —yra
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The former Confiderations were

-drawnefrom the Aggravations of
the finne; the following are drawn _
from the Aggravations of the pu-
nithment, and that from the word s
- of the Ecxtu;o. i if o
Y. Goa will be angry if you kifs not
the Sonne, His Wr:i%l{is_ as ﬁrkc:', and
this negle® of Chrift is the way to
kindle ic. ¥f thou art nota Beltever,
thou art condemned already : but
this will bring upon thee a double
condemnation, ~ Believe it for a
truth, Allthy fianes as they are a-
gainft the Covenant of Works, even
the moft hainous of them, are not
[o provoking and deftroying as thy
{lighting of Chrift. Oh” what wiil
the Fatherfay to fuch an unworthy
wretch | Muft Ifend my Sonfro
my bofome to fuffer for thee ? muf
he groan when thou thouldft groan?

and bleed when thou thouldft bleed,
and dye when thou ﬁlguldﬁ_dﬁ ‘?1
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And canft thou not now be perfwa-
ded to embrace him and obey him ?
muft the world be courted while he
~ ftandsby ? muft he have the naked
title of thy Lord and Saviour,while

thyflcihly plcafuresand profits have
- thyheart? what wrath can be too
great, what hell tohot, forfuch an
ungraiefull , unworthy wreich!
Muft I preparethee a portion of the
blood of my Son, and wilt thou not
be perfwaded now to drinkir? muft
Ibe at fo much coft to fave thee,
and wilt thou not obey that thou
maift be faved ? Go feize upon him

juftice, let my wrath confume thee,

lechell devour thee, Iet thy owne
Conlcience for ever torment thee ¢
feeing thou haft chofen death, thou
fhalc have it, and as thou haft re-
je&ed Heaven, thou fhalt mever fee
ity but my wrath fball abide mpon thee
Jor everJoh. 3. 36----Woe to thee
finner, if thisbe once thy fcntcnhcc !
_ thou

[181]

thou wert better have all the world

angry with thee,& bound in-an oath

againft thee, as the Jewes zgainft

Panl, then that one drop of hisan-

ger (hould light upon thee: thou,
wert bztter bave Heaven and Easch

to fall upon thee, then one degree

of Gods difpleature,

2. Asthis wrath is of Fire, fo is
it a confuming Fire,and caufeth the
finner utterly to perith. All thisis
plain inthe Text: not that the Be-
ing of the foule will ccafe; fuch a
perifhing the {inner would be glad
of 1 A happy man would he thinke
himfelfe, if hecmightdyeas the
bruits and be no more, but fuch
wifhes are vaine. Itisbutaglimpfe
of his gwne condition, which hee
fhall fee in the great combuftionof §
the world 3 when hefceth the hea- . |
ven and earth on fire, kee fee’s but |
the pi&ure of his approaching woc.
But alas, it is he thacmuft fecle .tlhe

Cw

“ -
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devouring fire, The world will bee

but refined or confumed by its fire;
but there muft he burn,and burn for
even& yet be neither confumed nor
refined. The Erelrwill Rot feel the
flames thatburpe i, but his foule
and body muft feel ir with a wit-

- nefle : Lictle know his friends that

ar¢ _honourably interring his
"Corpsj what hjt miferable {oule j5
fecing and feeling : Here endeth the
ftory of his prof Pericy and delighes,
and now begins the Tragedy that

. Will neverhave end : Oh how his

merry daysare vanifhed asa drcag

- and his joviall life as a Tale thagis

told 1 His witty jelts, his pleafang
fpores, his Cards and Dice,his mey-
ry company and wanton dalliance,

. hisCupsand Queans cahis hopes
| * ofheaven andoc\'onﬁd:y g

ent conceits of

efcaping this wrath, are all perith-
ed with him in the way: As the
wax meltech before the fire, as the

chaffc

\
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chaffe:isfcattered before the wind,
as the ftubble confumeth before the

' flames, as the flowers.doe wither

before thefcorching Sunne; fo are
all his finfull plealures: wichered,

confumed, fcattered, and melg:d,
‘And is not the hearty embracing

Chrift and fubjettion tohim,
:fchea;)c: prevention of .all this?
Oh whoamong you can dwell with
the devouring fire? who can dwell

‘with the everlafting burnings, Iai-

i14. This God hath faid he will
?l?f:’i;doif you are able to gain-fay
and. refift. him, - try your fteength,
read hischallenge, /(ai. 27. 4. who
womld fet:the briers and thornes a-
gasnft me dn bactell? Iwomld goe
vhrongh thens, Iwonld burnthem to-

cether. , o
:ge‘tg."This, perithing will be fud-

~ den and unexpe&ed, in the way of

heir finneand refiftance of Chrif,
gne:;‘m way of their flefhly delighes

and

JU——




Conlumech the fruje of their long
labours; fo wil] this fire break forcg
upontheir foules, and how neare
Mmay it be when you ligele think on
162 A hundred to ope but fome of
us prefenc, fhall wichip 4 few
moneths be in anogher world, and
what world ic wil} bze, you may
cahlyconceivc,';if you doe nct em-
ace and obey the Sop. How ma-
ny have beene fmitten with Herod
Inthe mid’t of thej, vainesglory ¢
oW many like 4bap haye beene
Wounded in fight, and dunged the
Earth with theip fleth aad blood
who left the Lords people to be fed
Withbread and wager of aflli&ion

baraoh and
~ his

a0 2

—

|

his Hoft, in their rafh and malici=
-. ous purfuit of the godly? Little
_thinks many an ignorant careleffe
| * Foul, what a change of his conditi-

4

= e e s
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onhe thall thortly find:Thofe thou-

{fands offoulsthat are now inmifery,
did as littlethink of thac dolefull

ftace while they were merrily plea-
fing thefleth onearth, and forget-
ting Chrift and their eternalil ftate,
as youdoe now ; they could as con-
temptuoufly jeere the Preacher as
you, and verily believed that all
this talke wasbut wordsand wind;

-and. emipty threats, and ventured

their fouls as boldly upon their
carnall hopes: Little theughe So-
dome of the devouring fire;, when
they were furioufly affaulting (he
doore of their rightecus reprover :
As licde doe the raging encmies of

* godlinefs among us, think of the

deplorable ftate which they ate hax

- lting to! They will cry ouc them-

{ilves

. 8
e — s ettt oo
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- themfelves then, Litcle did I thinke
to fee this day, or feele thefe tor-

ments | --- Why, thou wouldeft not

think of it, or elfe thoy mightdt,
God told thee in feriprure, and Mie
nifters in their preaching, but thoy
}Nouldc& not believe till it was too
ate, -
4. Alittle of Gods wrath will
bring down all this upon thofe that

embrace not and obey not the Son. -

If his wrath be kindled, yea but a
little, &c. As-his mercy being the
mercy of an infinite God, a Jittle
of it will fweeten a world of crof-
fes s fo therefore will a little of his
wr:th confume aworld of pleafures,

cne fparke fell among the Bethfhe-
mites andcunlumed fifty thoufand &

feventy men, but for fooking into
the Ark, till the people cry ou,
We:o can fFand before 1his Holy Lord
God? 1 Sam. 6.19. 20. How then

will the negle®ers of Chiift ftand

be-~

'l_

bereaved -of their foules?

L187]

beforehim?  Sirs, me-thinks wee
{hould not heare of this as ftrangers
orunbelievers! There did but one
fpark fall upon England, and what
a combuftion hath it caft this King.
dome into ? how many Houfes and
Townes hath it conlumed ? how
many thoufand of people hath it
impoverifhed? hew many Chii-
dren hath ic left fatherlefs? and
how many thoufand bodies hath it
And
though there are’ as many hearty
prayers and teares poured for.h to

uench it, as moft Kingdomes on
garth have had 5 yet isthe fire kin-

| dled afrefh; and threatnethamose

terrible defolation then b:fore, as
if it would tarne us all to afhes.
One {park fell upon Germany, ano-
ther upon fréland, and whac ic hath
done there Ineed not el you, If a
lictle of ¢his wrath do but {eize np-

on thy budy, what cryes and groans
and
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and lamentations doth it raife? If
it be on one member, yea buc a

toothy how doft thou roare with in- -

tolerable paine, and wouldff not

‘taketheworld to live for ever in -

. that: condition ? If ic feize upon .
the Confcience,what torments doth
itcaufe? as if che man were alrea-
dy in the fuburbsof Hell He think-
cth every thing he feeth is againft
him; hefeareth every bit he eat-
eth fhould be hisbanc: If he {leep,
- he dreames of death- and judge-
ment, when he awekech, his Con-
fc.iencc aud horror awake with
him: ke is wesry- of Jiving, and
fear fuli of dying, «ven the thoughts
of lieaven are eertiGte cohim, be-
caufe hee thinks it is not for him.
- Oh what apictifull fighe isic to fee
aman vnder the wrath of God !
And are thefe licelelicele {parks fo
atolercble hot ¢ 'What then. doe

youthink are the everlafting flames? -

B¢-
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Beloved Hearers, it God Kad not -
fpoke this, 1durft not have fpoke
it ¢ the defire of my feuleis, that

youmay never feel it,orelfe I'thould -

never have chofen fo unpleafing a

fubje&,but that Thopethe forcknow-

ing may help you to prevenc it:
But let me tell you from God, that
as fure as the heaven is over your
head, and the ecarth under your
feet, except.the Sonne: of God bee
nearer thy heart, and dearer tothy
heart then friends, or goods, or
pleafures, or life, or any thing in
this world, this burning wrath will
never be prevented, Mar. 10, 37.
Lauke 14. 26. - |
5. When this wrath of God is
throughly kindled, the world will
difcern the blefled from the wretch-
ed s Then bleffed are they that truft
in him, 1t is the property of the
wicked, tobe wife too late: Thofe
that now they cfteeme but precife
| fooles,
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fooles, will then be acknowledged
~ blefled men ; Bear with their fcorns
Chriftians in the meane time, they
will very fhortly wifh themfelvesin

your ftead, and would give all thac-

ever they were mafters ef, that they
had foughtand loved Chrift as ear-
neftlyas you, and had alide of
your oyle when they finde their
lamps ar¢-out, Mat.25. 8.

And now Hearers, what isyour
refolution ¢ perhaps you havebeen
encmies to Chrift under the name of
Chriftians: Will you bee fo ftill 2
Have you not loathed thisbufic di-
ligentferving of him?¢ and hated
them that moft carefully fecke him,
more then. the vilcft drunkard or
blafphemer? Have not his word,
and fervice, and fabbaths, beenc a
burthen toyou ? Have not mulii-
tudes ventured their lives againft
his Ordinances and Government ?

Nay, .

v

| withthefe precife followes,

Lo ]

| Nay, is it notalmoft the common

Jvoice of the Nation in effe&, Give

#s our fports and. liberty of finning ,
give ws our Readers, and finging-men,
and drwnlgn Preachers give a5 our
Holy-dayes, and Ceremonses, andthe

| Caftomes of onr fore-fathers, Away

they are
an eye-fore to us, thefe precife Prea-
chers (Hall not controle us, this precife

| Scripture [ball be wo Law to us, and
confequently this Chrift thall not
Rule over us.

How long hath fqglmyd rebelled

! againft his Government > Mr.
{ #dall told them in the dayes of

Queen Elizabeth, That if ‘they

1 would not fet- up the Difcipline of

Chrift in the Church, Chrift would
fet itup himfelfina way thaewe uld
make their hearts to ake. Ithinke

% their hearts have aked by this time :

and as they judged him to the Gal-

, lowes for his Predi&ion, fo hath

. Chrilt
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* Chrift executed them by thoufands
for their Rebellion againft him;

~ and yet they are asunwilling of biz

. Government as ever. The Kings ot

the Eacth-. are afraid left Chiilts {§.

Government {hould un-king them.
The Rulersare jealousleft-ic will
- depofe them from their Dignities;
even the. Reformers that have ad-
ventured all co fet itup, arejealous
Jeft it will incroach wpon their
power and priviledges Kingsarc a-
_ fraid of ir, and thinke themfelves
but halfe Kings, where Chrift doth

' fet up his Word and Difcipline.

Pasliamentsarc afraid of ig, left it
fhould ufurpe their Audhoritie.

Lawyers are afraid of ity left it ;

{hould take away cheir gaines, and

- the laws of Chrift (hould over-top
the Laws of the Land. The People °

are afraid of it, left it; will compel
~ them to fubje&ion to that lawand
way which their foules abhor: In-

dce‘ . J; -

»
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_ deedif men may. bee their owne -

judges, then Chrift hath no enemics
in England atall, weare his friends,

' andall good Chriftians: Itis pre-

cifians and Rebels. that men hate,.
and not Chrift: It is not the Go=

" vernment of Chrift that wearca-
 fraid of, but the domineering of 2~

fpiring ambitious Presbyters ( viz.
That Gengration of godly,learned, -
hamble Miniftérs, who-have done.

* morethen ever did any before them,

to make themfelves uncapable of
prcfcrmftnt‘ordomince;jig)_&c when
men difobey and difregard our do-

Erine, it isnot Chvift but the Prea-.
cher that thgy. defpife: and difubey.
And ifthe Jews might fo have been
their owne, Judges, it was nou.the

Sonneof God whom they crucifi-

ed, butan encmy to Cefar, and a
blafphemer. that waorkes by . the
Devill. Icwasnqt Pan! a Saint that
they. pexfecuted, butone that they
- K found
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- found to be a peftilent fellow, and

a mover: of fedition amongk the
people.  But were there no fediti-

ous perfons but Apoftles and Chri- -

ftians ¢ nor no troublers of Ifrael,
but Efi45? norno enemices to Cefar,
buc Chrift
God will fhortly take off the vaile
of hypocrifie from the a&ions of
the world, and make them confeffe
that it was Chrift they refifted, and
that it was his holywaies and word
thac did kindle their fury; elfe
- would they as foon have fallen up-~

on the ungodly rabble, as they did

upon. the moft zealous and confci-.

onable Chriftians : And howevyer
you mangle and deforme them with

zour falfe accufations & reproach,
- heewillthen know and owne his

~ peopleand his Caufe, & wi
. the world, L2y to

: In defpifing them you de-
Jptfedme; and in a; gucb 4:_;011 did

- Hl-

W o o

and his friends? Oh -

%

s

.

]
)
'
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antome, As Dr. Stonghton faich, If
yos firske  a Schifmaticke, and God
find a Saint lye & bleeding, and'yonte
anfwer st, I wonld ot be in your coate
for more then you got by 1r. Hath the
world ever gained by refifting
Chrift? Doth it make the Crowne
fit fafter on the heads of Kings? or
muft they not ratherdoeto Chrift,
as King John ta his fuppofed Vicar,
refigne their Crowns to him, and
take them from him -againe as his
Tributarics, before ‘they canhold

them by a certains tenure; read over
butthis Plalme and judge. Herod -

¥ mutt kill the child Ffusto fecure

his Crown : The Fewes muft kill
i, leaft the Romawes thould come
-and take away their placeand Nati-
on, Job, 11. 48. And did cthismeans

g fecure them ¢ ordid it bringupon

them the deftruftion which they

. ¥ thought toavoid ?
s vo ome of thefe lirtle ares, Jom didss :

Or have the people been greacer
- K2 gaine
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gainers bythis,then by their Kings3
What hath England got by refifting
his Gofpell and Government, by

Ind

1
I

hating his fervants, and by fcorn- &

ing hisholy wayes ? What have you
" gotby itin this City » what fay

~you ¢ have you yetdone with your
enmity and refiftance # have. you

£

enough, of would you yet have !
more 2 If you have not done with i

Chrift, he hath not done with you;

- youmay try againe, and followon |
as farre as Pharaoh if youwill, bur

if you be not lofers in the Iatter
end, Thave loft my judgement 5and
if you returne in peace, God hath

- not{poken by me, ( 1 Kiig. 22, 28

- Sirs, Tam leath to leave you il
the bargaine be made: What fay
“you, Do you heartily confent that

Chrift fhall be your foweraigne, his -
Word, your Law; his people; your |

companions; his worthip, your

recreation;

his merits, youire- ;e
fuge; ¢

'}’[197]'

-fuge 3 his glory, your end; and

himfelfe the defire’and delight of
your foules: The Lord' Jefus now
waiteth upon you for your refolu-
tionand anfwer; thou wile very
(hortly wait on him for thy doom :
as ever thou wouldeft chen have
him fpeake lifeto thy foule, doc
thou now refolve upon the way of
life. Remember thou arcalmoft ac
deathand judgement: what wouldft
thou refolve it thou kneweft that it
were tomorrow ? If thou didft bue
fee what others doe now fuffer for
neglecting him, thatdoth now. of-
fer thee his grace; what wouldft

- theuthen refolve to doe 2 Sirs, it

ftirreth my heare to look upon you - -
( as Xerxes upon his Army ) andco.
think that it is not an hundred
yeares till every foule of you fhall
be in Heaven or in'Hell 5 & it may be
not an 109 hours till fome of your
foules muft take their leave of your

K3 bo- -
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- bodies ; when it comes to that.then

youwill crvy, awuy wi. hthe world,
away with iy pleafuarcs, nothin

can comfort me now but Chrift;
why thn will .you not be of the
fame mind now ? When the world
cryes, away with this holinefr, and

- praying , and talking of heaven!

give uscar Tports, and our profits,
and the cuftomes of cur E)rC-fa-
thers, 4. ¢ away with Chrift, and
give us Barrabbas : thendoe “you
cry, away with allthele, and give
us ¢ hrift,

Oh it it might ftand with the
willot Gud; that I might chufe
what effet thisSermon fhould have
upon your heares, varily ic thould

be netning that thauld ture youin- “ 17 . up from the duft, and affure thee

thele ft : buc chisic thould be, Tt
thould now be to fasten upon your
foules, and pierce into your Cen-
fciences, asan Arrow that is drawn
out of the quiver of Godj it thould

fol.
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follow thee home to thy houfe,and -
bring thee down on thy knees in fe-
cret, and make thee there lament
thy cafe, and cry out in the biteer-
refs of thyfpirit, ‘Lord, Iam the

finner thac have negle&ed thee, 1
have tafted more {weetnefle in the
world then in thy blood, and

~ taken more pleafure in my earthly
labours and delights, then Ihave

- done in praying to thee, or medi-

taeing on thee 5 Thave complemen-
ted with thee by acold profeflion,
but my heart was never fct upon
“thee :=--- And here fthouldit make
“thee lyein teares and prayers; and
follow Chrift with thy cryes and
complainte, till he fhould take thee -

',’: - . othis pardon,and change thy heart,

4 and clofe it with hisowne. If thou

were the deareft friend thac 1 have
in the world, this is the fucceffe
that I would wifh this Sermon with

Ke thy™
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- thyfoul,That it might be as a voyce r beft Sermon -to thee that ever thou
- ftill founding in thinecares, that - heardeft: ic fhould lay chee at the
when thou art mext in thy finfull w_l feet of Chrift, and leave thee inhis
company or delight, thou mighteft ): armes: Qh that I did but know
asit were; heare thisvoyce inthy ! what Arguments would perfwade

-Confcicnce, /s thisthine obedieneato , ~ you,and what words would worke

. Bim that bought thee ; That when [| thy hearchereto: I Twere fure it

thou arc next forgetting Chrift, | would prevaile, F would come

~and negle&ing his worfhip infe- ¢ downe from the Pulpir,- and goe

cret. or in thy family, or publique; i from manto manupon my knees,

- thou mightelt fee this fentence, as f with this requeft and advice inmy
.1.

it were written upon thy wali, Texts O kefs the Sonae left he be an-

Kifsthe Some left he bee angry, and - gry. and you perifh. .
thow perifh : chat thou mighteft fee Buat if thy heardned heart make
_jt, asit were, writtenupon the Te- {, light of all, and thougo enftillin
fter of thy Bed, as oftas thou lyeft -1 thy carclefle negle® of Chrift, and
. downe in an unregenerate ftite; ;. yet wile notbelieve buc chou are his
and that it may keepe thine eyes _triend and fervanc , Edoe here from
waking, and thy foule difquieted, i  theWord,and in the name of Chrift,
and give thee no reft, till thouhadft 1~ paffe this fentence upon thy foule:
reft in Chrift, Ina word ; If it were ;|- Thou fhalt goe hence, and perhaps
but asmuch in my pands acitisin %" linger outin thy{ecurityatew daies
- yours, what fould become of this < more, and then bee called by death
" Setmon 2 ‘1 hope it would be the to judgement, where thou fhalt bee
 obgt- Ks doo.
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doomed to this everlafting fiery
wrath. Makeas light of it as thou
wilt, feel it thou fhalt, put it off
and {cape if thou canft: and when
thou haft done, goe boaft that thou
haft conquered Chrift : In the mean
time, I require this Congregation
to beare witnefs, that thou hadft
warning. '
Thistoall in generall : My Text
. yetdire€teth me to fpeak more par-
ticularly to the Rulers and Judges
of che Earth.
" Hunourable & Reverend Judges,

worthipful Maeiftrater, if you were .

all Kingsand En:perors, all is one
to Chrift; ycuwere bue high and
mighty duft and afhes ; Chrift fend-
eth his Summons firft co. you, hee

knowes the leaders intereff in the o

vulgar ; youare the Commanders

in the Hoft ot God,and muft do him

mor¢ f{crvice then the common
 Souldiers: If one of you fhould
nege

[203]
neglet him, and Rand out againt
him, he will begin with'ysu in the
fight of.the reft, and make your
greatnefle a flepping ftone to the

-honour of his juftice, that the low-

eft may underftand what they have
todoe, when they fee the greatcht
cannot fave themfelves.

- Shall I fay youare wiferthenthe
people, and therefore that thisad-

~monition is needlefs to you? No, -

then I fhould accufe the fpirit in my
Text:The Cedars of the Earth have
alwaies hardly floopt to Chrift,
which hath made fo many of them
rooted up. Your Honours are an
impediment to that felfe-abafing
which he expeeth :. your Pigni-
ties will more tend to blind you
then_to illuminate : There’s few of
any fort, but feweft of the greacand :

wifey and mighty, thac are called :

Yetaman would think,thatamong
thofe that have held out in thefe try-
| ing
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ing times, there fhould be no necd
of thefe fufpitions : But hathhere
jot been alwaies a fuceefiion of fin-
pers, even of thofe that havebe-

' held the ruines of their Predecef-

fors? Who would, have thought,
that a Generation that bad {een the
wonders ir. Egypr, and had paffed
through the Scs, and beenc main-
tained in o wildernefle with con-
ftanc ‘Miracles; (hc uld yetbe fo vile
1dolaters, or murmiring unbe-

lievers; that onely two of them - 7

fheuld enger into Reft ? The beft of
‘Saints have need of {elfe-fufpition
-and vigilancy : myadvice therefore
to you is this ; Learne wildome by

the 'CX&’-I]]F](.& that your eves have -

feen : Thens that honouy God, be will
horour 5 and they thag defpife bima,
fpall be lightly efteemed, 1 Sam.2.30.
- More particularly, lec me advife

you as y our duty to the Son. 1. That
you take your commiffion and office
. as

o . [a0s5] |
as from him. [think it a do&rine
more common then true, that Mini-

fters onely are under Chrift the Me-

diator, and Magiftrates are onely
under God as Creator: Chtift is
now Lord of All, and youare his
fervants; As thereis nopowerbut
from God, fo none from God, but

by Chrift. Look upon yourielves

as his Vicegerents; therefore doe
not that which befcemeth not a
Vicegerent of Chrift. Remember,
that. as .you fee tothe execution of’

_the Lawes of the Land, fo will

Chrift fee that his Lawes be obcyed
by you, or executed on you. Rel

.mem:ber when you fit and judge of

fendcrs, that you reprefent him that

.will judge you and all the world :

And oh how lively a refemblance - |
have you to raife your.apprehenfi-
on.! Think with your {elves: Thus

-fhall men tremble before his Barre 5 :

thus {ball they waite to heare their

. | ‘doom; and be fure that your judge-

ment
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ment be fuck, as may moft lively re~
prefent thejudgement of Chriftythat

‘with joy, & the unjuft with fadnefs.
Let your jufticebe moft fevere,where
- Chrift is moft fevere ; and (o faras

you can eXercile your clemency, les

" 1t be about thofe offences which our
laws are more rigorous againft,chen
the lawes of God. Be fure yet that

s -
r .
.
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the juft maydepart from your Barre ¢!
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you underftand the ‘extent of your - o |

commiflionsthat you are not the {cle
officers of Jefus Chrift ; you areun-
der hima as he'is head over All ; Mi-

nifters are under him as heisheadto

his Church, Eph. 1,22. Minifters
are as truly theMaghratesT cachers,
as Magiftrates are sheir Governors;

yea, byas high and uridoubted ati-

thority muft they over-fee, govern,
and command ( misifterially. as
theirLords Embafladors)both Kings
- -and-Parliaments, to do whatfoever
is written ‘in this Bible: as you

h.
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lawes of the Land ; yeaand as firi&
‘abond lyeth on youto obey them

fo farre as they fpeake accordingto -

this word, and keepe wichin the
bounds of their Calling, as doth
on them to obey you in yours, Heb.
13.7. 17, Déale not with them fo
diflemblingly, as to call them your

Paftors, Tcachers, Over-feers; and -

Rulers ( as Scripture bids you jand
yct to learne of them but what you.
lift, or todeny them leave to teach
or advife you, further then they re-
ceive particular warrant and di-
reltion from'your felves: Should
our affembly limie all cheir Minifte-
riall advice to the warrant and di-
re&tion of Parliament, and notex~
tend it to the warrant and dire&i-
ons-of Chrift; would they not be-

. ‘come the fervants and pleafers of
men? T youdo notyour beft co fet
up all the Govdmment of Chrift,
cvenithat in and proper to his
Church;as well as that which is over

may commasid them to obey the . +
- lawes

them. "




- ‘themand for them; menmay well |

e ‘t2c8] o

think, itisyour own featsand not

_Chrifts that you would advance. 1
wou'dall the Magiftiates in Eng-
.land did well confider,. that Chrift !

‘hath beene:teaching them this feven
yeares, that their owne peacc or ho-
nours fhall not be fet up before his

Gofpel & Government,and thatthey - | .

doe but tire themftlves in vaine in

{uch attempts; then they would - §-
Yearntoread my Text withcheval- |
.gar, Apprehendite difciplinam : And -

~ jf theDecifive pow.cr'of_ the Miniftry

" be doubttull, yetat leaft they would . §.

fet up their Nunciativein jis vigorm

.- .Chrift will ruie England either as

i

+

- yernment of Chrift]

fubjefts, or as Reebells: and all thac

KiDgS‘ andStarcsdog gainc by op- .
__pofing his Rule, wilknot adde one
reatnefs.. -

cubit to che ftature of their
Yet do I not underftand by the Go-

formity to the modell of this or

hat party or faltion,with a violent /i
S CX=

fuch there are) who witli the
fellow in Erafmns, doe expound .
- Pan’s Hareticum hominem devitdsie.

a. rigid con- ¥

extirpation ot everydiffenter, Itis
the ignorant part of,Divinesg alag!
imple

devititolle. 1tisthe Effentials,and

_not the Accidentalls of Difcipline

thac I fpeake of: And if fome dif
engaged ftanders-by bec not mifta-

ken. ( whohave the advantage by

ftanding out of the duft of contenti~ - |
on) each partie hath fome of thefe

;  eflentials, & the worfe is nearerthe

erath chen hjs adverfary is aware of :
And were not the crowd and noife -

_fo gredt, that there is no-hope ol be-.

ing heard,one would think it fhould
be poflible to reconcile them all:
However, fhall the work beundone,

while each party ftriveth to have the

doing of it?] was afraid whenlread

. thebeginning and end of thiscon-
croverlie in Fraxce. Thelearned Rar
msspleadeth for pepular Church-

Government in the Synod; they re-
o B (<55
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- dif-joyned Chriftians,but tt.eir own
blood # God forbid. Bug in the mean

n
_je&itas an unwacrantable novelty, -y

" the contention grew fharpe, tillthe ?.
" Paifian maffacre filenced the diffe- -,
~* rence.And muft our differericeshave

" fo fharpa cure ? will nothing unitc

time while we quarrell, the worke -

the workers-of iniquity now taken

out of the Kingdome o ch'ri{f‘t"fo;- -4
geteing that the Angels muittaxe A mavbehen o chat Mafoulssha

‘them out at laft, Mar. 13. Some Mi- -
nifters think as Myconins did, when

e was called to the Miniftry bya

Vifion, lradinghim into aCorne-.
fild & bidding himreap,hethought
he-muft put in his fickle at the bot-

tome, till he was told, Domino mce ; |«
non opus eft. firamine modo ariffe in
borrea colligantnr : My Mafter need= - (-

eth not ftraw,. gather

but the eares-
and it thall fuffice, |

‘the Parliament that fhould remedy-

18 4F

)
. - '
Once more : 1 know Ifpeak not to ‘f

{ nature: Butam I pleading thae Mi-.

| [20d] -0 0
it s but yet that you may be helpfull
1. inyour places to advance thiswork

» 01 Chu iftylet metell you whatis the
~ great thing in England that eryes for
. Reformartion next our fing, even the
| fewnefs of Over-feers in * great

Congreaticns, which maketh the

« greawcft part of Paftoral work co lie
ft.ndech ill : fomie would have all -

undone,and none to watch over the
‘pcople in private, becaufe theyare

carce fufficiene for the publique
work. It is picty that Mafeslas,that -

it he will continue a Papift, muft -
> weave and dig for his living, if hee
will be aProtuftant, It is plecy that
even Lathers wife & Children muft
‘wander deftitute of maintenance
whenheisdead : When e £f5p the
Stage-player can leave his Sonne .
150000li. and Refcins have 30 L
aday for the famet:ade; and Ari-
© frotle beallowed 8oo Talents to fur-
ther his fearch into the fecr:ts of

niflers -
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or if the office of Bifhops or Deimes
" be unwarrantable; yer what have ;

.
~
~.
-~
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nifters mayhave more maintenance?

“No, be it juft or unjuft, ic is none of
‘my erfand. But oh that the Church

‘had mere Minifters, which though

at theprefent they cannot have for .
want of men, yét: hereafter they

might have if it were not. for want

-of maintenance: Alas then, what -

' Phtty is it that every Reformation )
fhould diminith the Churches Pa- "

trimeny: If the men have offend:d,

the Revenues done? s it not picty.

that one Troop of an hundred men, -

~ fhal} have feven commanding Qf-

- ofthofe Commanders. I tell youa-.
gain, The great thing that cries for

ficers allowed them betides others ;
3

‘X
and 10002 or 4000¢ thall have but

-0ne or two Over~{ecrs allowed them

for their fuules? When the minifte- .
. rial work is more laborious and of )

greater concernment, then the work

Reformation in England next to

fin
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-

!

Y. - [23]
\% fin, is the patlxzcify S:)f- ‘Minifters in:
. .great Congregacions, I tell you this,

that you may know which way to
-{..improve your feverall interefts for |
the advancement of the Kingdom of -
Chrift in Englard, = .. - | - :
Toyou Lawyers and® Juters,my
~advifé is chis; Kifs the Som. Remem -
- ber the judgement is Chrift’s, every
caufe of Truth and Innocency doth
heown, and -will call it His Caufe.
" Woe therefore o him that fhall op-
. pofeit! Remember every time yoy
" takea Fee to plead againft a Cauge ' _
- that-you knowto be jufty you take a
q Fee againtt a Caufe of Chrif : Will
Joube of counfaile againft him,that
15 your Counfellor and Kirig ¢ dage
' youplead againft him, that you ex-
«F, pect (hould plead for you? ordefire -
judgement(asthe Jews)againtt your
L, Lord and Judge ? Hath he not told
? you, that he will fay, Ie asmych
| a5 ye did it to oné of thefe lirtle
| o#ess yedidit untome ¢ Remember
| there.
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theréfore when a Fee 1s offered you
againft the Innocent, that icisa Fee’
againft Chrift: and Judas gain will .
belofs in the end, & will be toohot-
to loldlong, you willbeglad co
bring it back;and glad if you could
be well fhut of ityand cry, [ have fin-
wed m betraying vhe Canje of the Inno- .
cent. Say not, It is our Calling that -
we muft live upon : If any man of

i

a Caufg againt his Confcience, if

more {harply againft him, fay lam a.

fay of you, as the Cardinals of Ls-
“theryCur homini os non obfiruitis awro
& argénto, letthe fame anfwer ferve
turn, Hem pecuniam non curat, &c.

{f any Honourable or Worfhipfull:

whether he be a better friend then
Chrift: Telbhim,the caufe isChrifte,
and you cannot befriend himyexcept
he can procure you adifpenfation ;

n'

.
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‘g ~?r6nj him.
-+ §) foldiers ready

| «1?1; tread upon him

you dare upen fuch grounds plead -

hisConfcicnce donot plead itagain- . { Canfefy EPO Eyon pod
> i . .
falfe Prophet. If any therefore fhall - 2 you bis fearrs ;

friend muft be pleafurcdsenquirefi-ft * §' o,

from.‘ ,
o _%

L
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hen: Pompey faw hig ®
tofly,helay downijn

o he pafage, &toldtg':m,th{:y ?R‘gsl‘g
then, which fi, ¢
. fuppofe every time
1n to eppofe

N
\

, ',,hc

-

# their flight s fo
y ~3ule, that you fawr Chrig faying,
3 gbo_u_ muft trample upon me ia t;lr;l; -
4 do this.As Lutbey toMelanchron, No
' ﬁnjk fidei fir fine fide:fo fay I to’yud
! :V l,‘1’\”6' Canfz nfitie fit fine jnftitid,
cn you begin to bebold in 4 gcod
rift thew- -
Asthe Souldier

s

didto Cefar,when he def.?

120 C, efir’d hi
Plead hisCanfe: fee here,] !ia’vc :in;l::
lxlr:lgrtchtb}e_n l;ai:l for you, We have
_ ‘thole thathave had a¢o
la) feéora friend,but none Fo:%uhc r?t)}r
: but God bath now therefore {hue
| the:r mouthes; and we may fay of
f t l::m(as Granius byhis bad Lawyer

’ % t;m-l;)e:bear 4iim groan hoarfej
: 7S ey.had not lgﬂtbﬁr__w)ce:,wc bad
rloff our Canfe. To conclude, Remem.

ber

L
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ber all of you,thac there is an appeal

from thefe earthlyjudgements; thele-
Caufes muft all be heard again,your

witnefles reexamined, your oathes,

pleadings, and. fentence reviewed:s. -

" and then (as Lempridiss faith of A=
lexander Severns, That ewonld vomit
choler if he faw acorrnpt Judge ) So
-will Chrift vaiic wrath, and vomit
you out'in. wrath from his prefence,
2t corrupts Therfors kifs the Son'lr fF
be be angry, andyon perifh) .Y at
{cniiblehow 1have encrdached on
your great affairs o Melipeihon Was
wont to tellof 4Pricft chat brgunhis
Sermon thus, [cio gt vos Ao Fhen-
ter anditis, O egovbir]ibesiey Concio-
n0i~ w0 din LTittr Wt reneam. But 1
may {ay comrary: Tam perfwaded
that you hear with'agoed will; and
Iam certain that | preach willingly,
and therefore 1 'w;i‘s}bold} to hold
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