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READER

HE Author of the following Tras

1 # the Reverend My, Baxter, now
. enfoying that Gloyy be fo conveyfed
with in his movenl fare, ..Anong his vmiry
ExceRencies, his Love:to Gody to ﬁuce, and
Truth, was wot the leaft. emment, The laft
vendred him averfe to Logomackies and sowe. .
fufion 3 woll knowsng, How vain all ériftick,
debares bey if the Oheftjon be nov truly wnd
plainly (fared. ThisBookwill give three A-Sper
cimen of that pecmliar accuracy in this kind,
s cven devermineth the Gontroverfie befove

- am Argument be prodused,

It 5 wot to be concealed,thad [sme somphaity
of the multitnde of his diftsnthions s bue fach
may confider, that the Comprebenfivenefs of -
his Miud accommodated things to the mvse

" [ubtily as well as the lefs inseligene Render 3

and provided againft future Erronrs, as wel

as the miftakes e atrends to in the particms

Lar points before bim. ‘
Indecd ko was @ man bors for more bafting
' A 2. - Jerviee
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To the Reader. ©

<. fervice than one Age's yeay bis Nanie 'n;_:'/l be

.g:'mre/?, When impartial inquifitivenefs after

?uth [hall yender men painful 5 and fadex-

perience of the mifchief of narrow and divi-

ding Principles hath forced the confident to

ewrwal alowances, and well ftudied deter. )

mination}. - But bow unhappy was be (or ra
‘:Z:(: ch.h.m‘mz/’m}@ bim ) };Imt he (:?; oft
eh rgebl with deferting this or that Truth, be-
ir’}f; enndirfiood it in a confiftency with
‘nme fs and [nch other truths wheremith it
~ Was connelled,  As if Ort hodoxie muft be
jqigajficed when-evey a Dollrine is made in.
velligible 5. or the choice of terms more apr.
to 00){#" the erromeoss, lefs obnoxioss fo

————

miftakes o -and moft expreffive of digefred -

‘0Apa _

ﬁuqu" ‘oft repeated Phrafes,

~ Nay, as.more convincing whas treatment
z:zz‘ qurmt £ expect y Who fets himfelf to
: 4. & blin, .d_eprqmd World 5 The cleareft
_’.epvqe/immm of hit mind will not filence :b/;
ignorant from. cbarging him with thofe Ere
ronrs which he mofe exprefly difowns, ~ Three

le to know listle more of Truth than the

1O the.moft material are denicd and confuted

by My, Baxter i b;. ]

» Ba . this very Treatife, viz. the
moral ﬁ;ed.oz'n of the Will of an imr,:gmerate
man, conditional Eletion, and the merit of

}_‘”d ’V_” ks as oppofed tay or coordivate _ g
: . with ¢ 't)l(rb%f.\ Bus, pusByinhe ji[tmgnybe;b\

tlnuilm,' onght to alarm all [uchy who [cem

i

i

To the Readér -

with the’ Righteonfuefs of Christs . Neither:

it it be over-loekdy thas is was bis Con=
cern in this Book above any, other, to [peak.
48 near 10 the[e points as bis Fudgmens conld:
admit 5. and in other Treatifes he mare larger

ly declares againft them.

7 . OfPree-Will; p. 87. he tell:ti.h; ha
*denies that mans Will in bis wnregenerake:

flate is free from vitions inclination, or from:
the condut of an evring Intellet, or from the
 Biaff of Senfuality, &¢. 2. He denies that:

 the Will thus visiated, will . ever deliver it

Jelf without Gods Spirit and Grace, it being.
‘rather inclined to grow worfe. 3. As thae
‘degree of common Grace, which is in the.
anregencrase, s bu uch_as confifteth with-
the predominant Reign of Siny. fo the Wilk
of cvery unregenerate man in that pravisy,.
i3 as a Slave to its own: vitiows dispofisianty.
erronr, and temptations. Who can [ay more:
againft Free.Will ? Obj, But be affirms tbe
. nataral freedom of the Will. Anfw. He.doth
- foy ‘and explains
% {s-no more.than that aSinner is & man fills.
! oo be be depraved ; andbe is 4 libeyal, and.
not.4 {arccd Agens in what be attesh..
L
- Grice: A wAn. MAY

REE 104 L1

e —

it, p. 84, 8586, 91 and: .

o But be [aith, p. 88. That by coinmaen.
do more- good and’ lefs.

\tguisliande doth.. An{W..J¢'3 trie, fas faith:
pasmegrs:.

KR |
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| To the Reader. -
‘tommon axd (pecial Grace, and denics that

“tve can do that by common Grace, which is
- proper to/}':cial Grace : and [aith, men have
/0

but juft

much, and no more moral Liberty,

. “and power, s they have of Gods Grace so

velieve their vitiated Wills. Seep.9t. -
‘. 2. Of Conditional Eletion, p.99. He

- condemns the Notion called Scientia Media®

P-100, be [aith,God decreeth ot mens Salva-
“tion, or Sanflification, meerly on Forefight

“of our' Faith : but decreeth ony Faith it felf..
"Sin be-permistethy bus Faith be effelbethy and
“decreeth to- effe@t’s and p.vor. he fhews,
“how God"decreeth both the means and end. And

tho® God juftly denieth his Graca to many that

Sforfeir it by wilful r;{:‘ﬂmae and contempt 3

yet he takesnot the Forfeiture of the Elet.

Teahe adds, Thar be is deceived, andwrong- |

¢th Gody thar feigneth bim to [end his Sento |
“vedeem the Worldy and bis Word to call them,
" and bis Spirit to renew them s and all this
. at random, ot kprewing whether st may.nos
allbebofi 5 or leaving i chiefly to. the Free-,
Will of themy whofe Wills are consrarily in-
“chined and vitiated 5 whether Chrift and, all

bis preparations [ball be loft : P 102, be ap-

v proverly the plain Chrifiian who holds thas our
- deftvutlion is of owr [elvesy but onr. help and
Salvation of God's and God is the frfk. and
Vehief Canfeof all good,y’ andc nign and Dg&é{:

- s

of all vuil.

L

. P. 1€0, & 101,

"%, God decreeth who (hall be damned for fin,
~«clear for ab

x
'dmm,d,,thdt they conld jufly fay, God de.

.under all'this punifimenty & Non-clelion to
-Efficacions Grace, and & pofisive Decree 1o
damnfuch for finy Which themfelves' would
hoofe,bft Juitca with hisConceprions of Gad
Goodnefsy Trith, and Purity,

Reader, thut be is not fond o
ity g hig 4‘14’”5;[."(!/(("(’., im 40 the ufe.of
Ao Rk c6 B 5O« B let . Bear

5 e

To the Reader.
Ob). But-be will not fay, that God
by bis Will and Decree 0r{12,z";zcd from Etf:::ﬁ
tythat men [hall fin, of will and chufe evil
- God doth not decree that
aen fhall fin, that they may be damned 5, for
ﬁn £5 no work of Ged, &c, ' ‘
An{w, But yet be /[«irl&., p. 100. that,

2. That he forefaw mens fins, not a« an idle
Spectator, but a willing Sufpender of his own
ARy [o [ar as to leave Sinners to their felf-
determining Wills. Readery if thow ars” 4
man of thought o thou fee} Adr. Baxter is
]golun Elettion, tho" be did 10p
shink it neceffary for the vindication thereof
.20 fudge, that God ablolutely decreed men 40
[finy 1nat be might damn them : v’ mangh
that st is from Gods Sovertign Will, that ma., .
arenot elefted 3 it wonid be an eafe te the .

-ereed us 1o all our fins, that he might bring us

3+, Ol the Merir o&good Works : NVore,
‘the word Me-

4 whas
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To'the Reader.
what bis [ence is of this poine : p.119s All

Saints are faved by the full [ufficient Merits

of Chrift, and have none at all.of their own,

HnlefS the amiablcm;{.; of Grace frecly given "

them,be called their Mevit 5 and,p.95. e dv
with Paul renounce all Works of onr own,
that are thought to make the reward to be
of Debey and not of Grace ; and that ave
Jet 11 the lealt oppofition, or competition With
Chrifts Meritsy or in any place, fave coma
manded fubordination to bim = nay, he fays
be firmly holds, That Works done with a con-
¢.4t of obliging God by Merir in commut ative
Suftice, or as concested [ufficient withont &
Savionry and the pardon of their failingsy do
more further sheir Damnation, than Salva-
tion, Yea, p. 97 none bue Chrift merited of

fritt diftributive Fuice, according to the

Law of Innocencyy nor by any Works that will
[ave from the charge of [, and: defert of
death. _Aud that thon mayeft knw what he
afcvibes to our Graces, Holinefs, or Workg ::
“H8 sells usy po1V9. e mean by Merit'but
‘the moral apritude for the reward of a free
 Benefattory-who alfo is Rettor, when. the or-
dering of . a free gift [ufpended on' official.con-
ditionsy is_[apiénsially made a means: of pron
. euring obedience., This one Clauft; -if nndey=

< frood Cand i fi s Dol dTrgdnctr o B orvas
#."Man',. that ¢idnmof MIADRENA Words o
s, 1R g R i)

W

of the plase of all Go .
' Gofpel-bleffings are the free gifts of Chrift as
- Benefutor, they bave their besng withous any
vegard -to what we do, therefore nathing in

.Reftor or Gavernor,
be bemeficent tons. 3. As 4 means toincline

thefe bleffings on :
- -Dutyy and wifely orders them e Motives to

T'o the Reader.

plain’) will acquit Mr. B. and inform. thee
el.Conditions. 1. Al

man is & jot of the righteoufnefs or marit for
which they are beflewed. 2. Chrift is owr
be will vule us &t well

¢ to comply with bim as ReStory be [nipends
ﬂ{ terms of what be makes onr

our Obedicnce,. 4 Avy At of owr Obeds-
ence is no more than & confarmity to thas Or-

* der of bis, and doth riet hinder all we recsive
. from bim to be of free gift. . |
" Obj. But be-faith, that geed 1Works are

neceffary to Salvation. )

- Anfw. He doth [o, and how few deny it
Buty 1. Notif a man dye a1 foons as be bt con-
werted § bt if be have time, P94, 2. Their

" vemardablenefs is by Gods {ree Grace, and

Promile, for the fake of Chrifts meritori-
ows Righreonfne(ty Sacrificey and Interceffi
on 3 their imperfeétion being pardened, and
their holine(s -aniiable tbrou/gb him : Thefe

 ave his worde, p.76. 3. Helaiths Not withe
"' out or as a [upplement to the Sacrifice, M-

.

rits, and free Grace of Chrilt our Saviour,
and Faith in bimy p. 934 75+ And we gie
-. onr




To the Réader.
our felves to Chyift. as onyr Prophet, Priiff,
and King, to be {aved by bis Merits, p.94.
4. He ﬁu’th, onr beft Works will not fave u
man from the charge of fin, and defert of
death, p. 97, §. He denies that external
Obedience is neceffary to onr admiffion into
a jufified fare, as be Mhews in the Thief on
" the Crofs. And whenbe [aith, we are iuftifi-
ed by oxr Faith, Godline[s, and Waorks 5 .
Wification ss nor taken by bim for the pardon
of finy which be aferibes whally to the Merirs
of Chriff 5 but he takes Fufification there for
ORT Acquittance againit the accufation thas

we are Infidels, Ungodly, aid Hypocrites,

And [nithy thae againit the chayge, that we
are Sinners, deferving Hell, we are juftified
by Chtilt ‘believed in, p. 94. Elis mearing
55 plainly this, Chrilt alone by bis Merirs
forgives our fins, and purchafed eternal Life
Sor ws. But fecing thar Christ hath promwifed
vo forgive mone but the penitent Believer, and
declired he will defbroy all impenitent, Hibe-
lieving, ungodly inners : Now be thinks, thar
we muit be truly acquireed, thar we are not
fuchy or we fhall ot be faved by Chriff : Tea,

ke thinks, that when God juaftifies a man for

Chrifts Merits,be doth alfo declaye aman to be
atrueBelieveribecanfe he will juﬂzllﬁe no-other,

and will jufifie all fuch s and when God ad-
" mits @ man insa Glory, bs dorh even thereby

adjudge |

| dgainft whom the Gospel demonnceth Venge-

(.
)

LAV e L\C"d'\;ﬁf. _

adjudge bim a believing, penitent, boly, and
ypi{g t man ; and. fm', [from the charge of
being an infidel, hypocriticaly unholy Enemy |

ance and bars velief, Let thefe things pe
weighed, and none will wonder that he fhould
fay on bis fick_bed, No works, I will'leave
out works, if he grant me the othej: 4,4
trulyy in_health nons [pake more bumbly of
his own Works than be ufed to do. Bur be-
uy& [ome confidens weak perfons have infer
 1ed from thar paffage, that ke changed bis
 Principles when he came to dye 5 we [ball in-
form-thee o thas after that paffage was ys-
ter'd by him, even the night bsfore his deash,
Mr. Baxter was askedy whether he was of
the [ame [entiments, as formerly, about .
fificasion? He anfwered, That be had told
the World fufficiently his thoughts abont jp by

. Paufe, wish bis Eyes lifted up to Heaven,

[feveral Writings, and othewwifes and. ihi.
ther he referr'd them. And after a lisele

he cryed, Lord, pity, pity, pity the Igno-.
vance of this poor City. And sn the time
~ of his ficknefs be declaved to us and others,
that_his thoughts in thefe things were the
Jame a5 formerly. '
Our regards to My. B, force the Publica.
tion of wfat we here infert 3 the we wonld
not be judged fo happyy as to Arrive ar bis
o Lighe,

S
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ioht. to lcad ws to a full Agrecment. Wit
g&l:,;‘s:;ti;um:. Asto ﬁmf l‘?(ao%.‘, hivzo m‘_‘ﬂ:
¢ not ftill greas need of [uch helps a-
ﬂ;:;}i‘;"on:ryj: omﬁ we are affuredis will gszf
%mrc light than [ome greater Volumes on this
Subjelt : That God may render it ufeﬁfl, fhal

be the Prayer of | ;_
| Thy Servants in the Gofpel,

Daniel Williams.
Masthew Sylvefler,

O e oot ostheandbusst e

‘Reformed Church,
“to name fifty two points, which the Pro-

‘7(1})' _

FYTTOTrerIe,
Fresrisitn
 Proteftant Religion -
Trly ‘Statéd,.‘a.nd}uﬂiﬁed,-&cé

B+ 48

NHE Deceiver calleth his Book
The Touchftone of the  Reformed
G‘o/{:al', as if he owned .a Go-
fpel diftin® from: that of the

And be undertakes

teftants affirm, but tells you not* wheve,
nor proveth his affirmation, but you

mult believe him as a Touchffone of

Truth.

De¢, The firlt Proteftant affirmation
feigued, is, Thar there is noc in the Chureh

' One, and that an infallible Rule for under«

Panding the Foly Scripture, and conferving

14

of Unityin mateers of Faith,
Anfw. A meer Lye, if he mean that this

is any part of Proteftant Dottrine ; but

B




! he may find as crude confufed words, in
I fome sgnorant perﬁm\ that is called a Pro-
! : S0 & > .o

fl ogeflanbt, i v Lo

‘ “The Rg‘ixﬁédﬁjmjho]wkjpold, ti!a-t-;igere
V| s nthe Clirel ondy wnd ‘thar an-infakible
2 Rule for anderfianding the holy Scripturey and

1}
. .
:

: ‘ . ‘/(' 2 ) ‘ |

» conferving of Unity in matecrs of Ffmh.]
Ané Ppa‘gd{hle :isQ [;}T{:(qﬁwdenge df itsomn
i meansng M inberene in its [elf, difcernible or
i1 intelligible by men prepared andinfiruied, by
1 sompetghe Teaching and Ssady, and the ne-
b ceffary help of Gods Grace and Spirst. ] This
3 isthat Rule. :

o . - But the Reformed Ee_lie\{enot r. That
- thereis any Rule by which ignorant,preju- |
P ~ diced, heretical , wilfully blind, wicked, !

‘ . uncapable men can underftand fuch Scrip-
i :l?rg,P.as they- are hereby undifpofed to
| wnderftand, unlefs by a great change made |
on themfelves. Nor that any Princecan |
8 " make a Statute, which no Man can mif-
{|  underftand, abufcor violate, - ]
y 2. Nor that Men can underftand 1!:‘
3 . without reachinz, and that found teaching, |
] i - nor by hearkening to Erroncous Decei-
vexss. Nor that the Slorhfull, that will not .
" meditate on it, can underftand 'it, tho
. they ‘have the foundclt teachers.

!
4 7NOI‘ i

| -

(3)

4. Nor that Novices can underftand
as much in a fhort timeand finall Study,
as aged longexercifed Stndents.” .~ "

§. Nov that wicked proud men, that
forfeit Gods 'help, can favingly under-
ftand it without his Grace and Spirit. .

6. Nor that any man, how holy foe-
ver, perfectly underftandeth every word
in the Scriptures. T

7. Nor that a perfon may not.be fal-
lible, and deceived, that yet knowéth
which is the Infaliible RBule s It mdketh
not all Infallible that know it.

8. Nor that any Church, or any Nums
ber of Chriftians on Earth have fuch a
Unity as confifteth in perfeet knowledge andl
Agreement - in all marters of Faith, that is,
of Scripture-record from God. _

9. Nor that God hath tyed this
Infallible Regulation to the Bitop of
Rome, .ov made_kim this Rule ; fecing no
fuch word of God is extant, and Genes
ral Councils have condemned Popes of
Herefie, Infidelity, Ignorance, and moft
brutifh Iu®t and wickednefs.

‘10, Nor thatthe Judgment of the ma.

1

jor pare of Chriftians’or Bifhops is the In-
fallible Rule ; I

are but a third pare ;
ly believe that the

for 1. The Papal part
And they will hard-
other two or three

B2 parts

| -




(4)
parts .( Abifines, Egyptians,” Syrians, Ar-
menians, Georgians, Circaffians, Greeks, Muf-
covites, Proteltants) are the Zufallible rul,
2. And if they met in an equal Council,
they  that arc moft out of the Council,

would be the mof inir. And Epbef. 2.

and many others now condemned, have
bad the Aajor pare.  And Chryfoftom that
thouglic that [ few Bifhops or Priefts were

* faved,} thought not the greater num-

ber to be the infallible Rule. ‘
., %1, And Pope and Councils agrecing
are not that Lufullible rule; for two fali
bles makes not one fnfallible, nor twe
Knaves one honeft Man. Popes and Coun-
cils have oft condemned one another ;
yea, they have oft agreed in-evil, asdid
that at Laterane the 4th. under Junoscene

- the 3d, that decteed the depofition of Prin-

ees, that exterminate nir all that renosnce,
not all Senfes and Elumanity 5 for thefe
that_have led into the Chuiches of the
Welt all the horrid Ervorsof Rome, to
pretend yet that they are the Zufallible

Fule"of underftanding  Scriprare, is Impa.,

dency

quite beyond that of Satan him-

" 12..IFthis Deceiver hold what iscon-. |
trary to his accufed Proteftant Opinion,.
he muft condémn the Cliurch of Rome,

that

(s)

_that agreeth not of the fenfe of a thou

fand Texts of Scripture, Horfeloads of
Commentators, and Cartloads of School.
contenders, contradicting one another :
And he that will fay that all revealed in
Scripture is not matter of Faith, re-
proacheth God, 3s revealing that which
1S not to be believed. All matters of
Faith are not effemrial to Chriftianity, but
fome are only for the parfeétion ofit: All
is matter of Faith that we are bound to
believe as Divine Revelation. All the
Scripture is fuch, thé the ignorant muft
have ‘time and help to underftand it, and

- - explicitely receive it.. The Popes them-

i
1
|
]
!

felves (e, g, Sixtus Quintus, and Clem. 8, )
have differed in many hundred Texts a.
bout the very Latine Tranflation. Ma-
ny hundred Volumes of Controverfies
among them, tell as how far they are from
ending Controverfies, and agreeing in all
matters of Faith : Burin {fo much as is ne-
ceffary to Salvation, all ferions believing
Proteltants, or Reformed Catholicks, are
agreed, . '

Now, to trouble the Reader with thg
proof of any of thefe twelve particulars,
wonld be but to abufe Time and him;
as to prove that no Man is perfect, amf
he tha fuith be bath o fin, isa Lyar ; and
. B3 | to




(6)
to provethat the grand Deceivers of the
Church are not Infallible, and that Gods
Word is not unevident and unintelligi.
ble, and that fuch Villains as their own
Councils and Hiftorians fay many Popes
were, {peaks not more intelligibly and
wifely than God ; and that the Volumes
of Canons and Priefts Writings are not
of more cvident meaning than Gods
Word ; thefe need proof to none but thofe
that are uncapable of it.

What Rule is there for the Infallible
underftanding the fence of all our Sta-
tute Laws? none but what I mentioned;

. The intelligible evidence in the words,

( what elfe arc words ufed for ) to men
duely inftruted and ftudyed. The Fudp:
¢s govern by deciding particular caufes
by the Law, but are not an Iufallible Rule
for all Men to underftand the true fence
of the Law by, (while Judges and Par-
liaments differ from each other, as Popes
and Councils did.)
. The Texts cited by the Deceiver, are
fo vilely abufed, as if he purpofed but.
to make fport by taking Gods Word
1n vain. .
““ Point 2. Aceufed, [ That in matters
¢ of Faith we muft not rely on the Judg-
““ment of the Church, and of ber Paftors,
¢ but only on the written word. Anf.

(7)
Asf. The Deceiver would' Cheat the -
Ignorgnt by Confufion ;. and belying the
Reformed. Gatholicks: for, |
1. Ivs falfe, that the Reformed hold
any of this undiftinguithing Affertion. .
They diltinguifh between humane - Fajth
and Divine. ( And 1 hope, God and Man .
may be diftinguilhed.) They fay that
it muft be a Divine Faith (thatis, The
Belief of Gads word: for the Infalijble Fe-
racity of Ged) that muft fave us, and not
the belref of Man alone : But that a hamane .
Faithis needful in Subferviengy 0.3 Divine, .
God hath appointed. humang . Teackers 10 .
the Flocks, and Oporser difcentem Credere §
He will never: learm, -that will &eligve' no-
thing on his Teachers Credit. But he
muft belicve Man but as Man, an 1mper-
foct, fallible Creature, yet as like to
know more than he that choofeth him for
his Teacher ; And that which Man is to
teach us, is to fee rhe Ewidence of Gods
own. Word, that we may believe it for
thae Ewvidince, as. out Teachers themfelves
muft do. For if the Teachers do but
believe one another, and not God, (or God.
only for Aan’s Authority,) this is not
Reltgion., nov Diuvne Faith, but humane, .
fuch as they had that believed Pythagoras,
Plato , Makomet , &c. 1f Boys learn of
B 4 their
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their School-Mafter to underftand the

Greek or Latin Teftament, and believe
them as to Sence, this is not Divine Faith,

but a help towards it. The word.of
God is Infallible : And by the help of
fallible Men, (fuch as difagreeing Com.
mentators be,) we are furthered for un-
derftanding it. But falfe bloody Ufur-

pers are not the likeft to teach us the.

Truth, nor fitteft to be trufted.

. His Citations of Scriptures, (to mifta-
ted Controverfics,) are fo putidly fmpers
tinent, that Iam afhamed to detelt them by
words, which every Man may do.

~ The Third accufed Point.

That the Scriptures are eafy to be mnder-
fiood, and therefore none are o be reffrained
Jrom Reading them. |

 Anf. Meer Cheatto the Ignorant, by |

confufion and falthood. -

1. We and all Papifts with us agree, |

(the more is the Guilt of the Deceivers:

Fraud, ) that fome of the Scripture is:

eafy to be underltood, and is actually
underftood by all true Chriltians, even)
all that is effentsal to Chyiftianity, and e
ceffary to Salvation. Bellarmine, Caflrusy
and many others, tell us, that for ﬂ/l_t/?;t,“
' : the

(9)
the Scripturc is plain and fufficient *
Yea, fo it'is, in many Thouland particu-
lar . Texts : If this be not fo, let this
Man tell us if he can, how it cometh to
pals, that Papilts, Greeks, and Prote~
ftant Commentators agree of the meaning

of moft of the Scripture, -(perhaps. of

Nineteen Texts in Twenty, ) if it be

not plain. .
But do Proteftants {ay, that there #s no..

. thing in the Scripture hard to be under-

ftood? The Father of Lyes will fcarce
affirm this of them, left their Commens
taries and Conttoverfies fhamehim. |

" 2. But what? Muft the people be for-
bidden to Read Gods Word, becaufe
fome paflages are. dark ? Why not alfe
forbidden to Read Statutes, Canons, Fas
thersy, Fefuits; Fryars, and the Loads of
Papifts Controverfies ? Is therc nothing
hard in all thefe Volumes 2 what not in all
the Canous? In all Chryfoflom, Auftisn.
Cyril, &c? Inall Lombard, Agninas, Bes
naventure, Scotns, Cckam, Cajerane, and
all the Tribe? In all Swarez, Vufquez,
Huftado, Albittine, &c? In all Cajacins,
and his Tribe ? Why arc not thefe fow
bidden ? Do but rub your Forchcads, .and-

tell.me,
B g 1. Whes.
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1. Whether the Law was not darkér
than the Gofpel 7 and yet God charged
them , Deut. 6. and 1. 70 reach the
words to their Children, and that lying down,
and vifing up, ar home and abroad ;, and to
wtite them ony the pofts of their Houfes, and
their Gates : And every bleffed  Man,

(Plal. 1.) wasto delight 1n the Law of the .
Lord, and meditate in it Day and Night ¢

Read P/al. 110.

2. Whether Chrift did not Preach the !
words Recorded in the Gofpel to the |
wunlearned common peaples and  Perer and .
Paul, and all the Apoltles, toall the val

gar Fews and Geariles? Co
3. Whether they wric not their- Re-

corded Epiltles to the Vulgar, even toall
the Churches?

4. Whether it is not Gods Word that

_we muft all be Ruled and Judged by,

and is the Charter of our right to
Heaven # and fhonld we be forbid to
read it ? '

5. Whether Hierom, Chyyfoftom, A

flin, and all the Fathers, do not pref§

Men and Women of all Ranks, to read
or learn, and ftudy the Scriptures 2
. 6. Wletherhe be not like _Antichriff,
that will forbid Men to read that, which
(ad fent his Son from Heaven to Preach,

and

"

(1) .

" and Chrilt appointed Apoftles,‘Paﬁp,rs,'»

and Teachers, to communicate to allthe

World ? :
;’.r Whether the Prince of Darknefs

| and Pride himfelf, would not be afhamed -

openly to fay, I have fo much skill to j};eak.‘
I:?telligibly, agzd God fo little, that you mufE
read my Books, and nor read bis? And
whether Popes and Priefts Volumes are,
not as unskilfully written, as Gods,
and as like todraw Men to Herefic and
i s .
Sm& Whether he that thus Condemneth
God and his Law, and extolleth Man’s,
be like to make good his . accufation at
God’s Barr.?  Alas! muft fuch things as-
thefe be difputed by Men that would be.
our Infallible Rule ? '
9. Either the knowledge of God's-
Word isneedful, or not. If notg why
did God write part of it himfelf? And
fend his Son to Preachit ? And his Spirit:
in his Prophets and Apoftles to write and.
Recordit ? Areblind Worms fic to ac
cufe God of Folly, and neediefs Work 2
Can Men obey God’s Law that know 1t
rot ? Butif the knowledge of it beneed-
ful to our Obedience and Salvation, ask:
common Reafon, whether the Diflicultics.
fhould not rather oblige us to rtsa%t 33?




e

{
N
3] .
L
!
q V

1

=

—_————

Py

—————— e T —

(12 )
fludy it fo much the moregill we under-
ftand it, rather than not to read it gt all ?

Do their dudtile Followers that read it

not, underftand itbetter than thofe that

ftudy it Day and Night ? The lefs we .
know of reedlefs things, the better and .

. e

qQuieter we arc: If God's Law and Gof..
pel be fuch, what a God and Governouy

have we! Can Heathens and Zurks Blaf-
pheme him more, than to take him for:
1o foolifh a Governour of the ‘World,
as to make a flir by his Son from Heaven,:
and by Angels and Prophets, to give them
1o needlefs, yea, pernicious a Law and:
Gofpel, asthat Men muft be kept from
reading it, left it Poyfon them with He-
refie A
10. Is it not cffential to him that rela..
tively we take for aur God, to be the Go-
vernour of the World,and to be our Savi~
our, and the Holy Ghoft to deliver and.
Scal ‘the Gofpel as glad Tidings to all
Nations # And is it ot by his Law that
God Governeth, and by his Gofpel that
Chrilt Saveth, and the.Holy Ghoft doth
Hlominate and Santifie ? And doth not
that Man or Clergy then put down God:
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, and
iet up themfelves jn the ftead, who for-
bid the rezding of God's Law and Gofa

pely
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. pel , and Command the knowledge and

obfervance of their own  Canons and;
Diclates inftead of them, as more Intel-
ligible and fafe ? And is not this (as Row
bert Grofthead told Innoccnt 4.)next the Sin
of Lucsfer and Antighriff, or rather plain

jchriftianifm it felf ¢ , .
A_”ll ‘lc. rllfifl:’;[mStage manner of Mafling

liker to make the people underftandGod's
{ Law and Gofpel, (by multitudes of (}e..
 ftures, Motions, Croflings, Ceremonits,
that need long Expofitions, that over-
whelm the ftrongeft Memories,) than the
* reading and ftudy of the plain and full

words of God in Scrip_turc? - '
12. Did this Deceiver ever hear Pro.

teftants fay, that the Apocalypfe, and Da..

niel, and Ezekiel, and the Canticles, and
'~ the Chronologies of Scripture, arg all eafy
to be.underftood ? For if he have heard

| fuch a Fool, did he ever read this in

the Confeffions of any Church? Do not
- their Commentaries tell the difficulty ?
< And ask this Man or his fcllow Creatuye,
whether the Infallible Pope, or Councils,
have overcome all thele dlfﬁgulne's to
the Papifts, and ma(}e all th1§ eafy to
them ? Or do not their Valuminous dift
agrecing Commentarics, and Controver-
fies, fhew that they ave flill as hard to
them as to us. 13. And
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13, And ‘ask them whether Pope or
Council," have ever yet wtitten an Infalli-
ble Commentary "on' the Bible, or all
fuch difficult Texts? If not, is it be-
caufe they cannor, or becaufe they will noe ?
And what the better: then is their Church
for their feigned skill and power, infallibly
to decide difficult Scripture Controver-

- fies- ¥ What can be more fhamelefs than’
tbis- pretence, in Men that will not do it,
nor ever did ? S X

14. And if fll they tell you 5 that
the: people were always bound to” believe and
obgy the Churches Rites, withour difpute or |
Contradittion , ask them whether it was
net the Church Rulers that killed Chrift,
and called him a Blafpbemer and Deceiv- |
er, andthat Perfecuted and accufed the
Apoltles? And whether the People were |
bound to believe them, (as Jewith Pas
pifts,) and whether all the Apoftles and -
Chriftians were Rebels and Hereticks,
for not belicving them 2 And whether
it was not for the Sins of Priclts and ¢
Princes, and the peoples complying with .
them, that God by his Prophets reproved
the Jfraclites, and at laft forfook them to |
Captivity, 2 Chron. laft, Fer. 5 laft,

- 15, And if they tell you of the Peo-
ples need of Teachers, tell them t})at
. that .| ,

1
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that is none of the Controvetfie. But
whether their’ Teachers muft teach them
to underfland God's Book, or to throw is
away? May not the T®acher and the Book,
confift together ? Muft School-Boys be
forbid to Learn their Grammar, becanfe
they mufthave a Teacher ? Muft he teach
them the Book, or teach them withoug
Book ? Butall the Craft is, to get all the
World to take only fuch Cheaters as this
for their Mafters, and then Bible or no
Bible may ferve turn. -
16. Is it not the Office of Teachers
to Tranflate God’s Word into known
Tongues, that the People may under-
ftand it ? Thisis the firft part of Preach«
ingit: If not, why do they ufe Tran«
flations in the Church of Reme, the Sep-
tuagint , and the Vulgar Latin? And
why did Sixexs sth. and Clem. 8. make
fuch a ftir to Corrett the Latin'? And
why do fo many Comment on them ?
And the Rbemifts turn itinto Englifh ? But
what is all this for, butto help Men to
underftand the Book ?
17, Doth not all the Word of God cry
down Ignorance, and cry up Knowledge,

from End ro End ? And what Knowledge .

is it, but Divine, of the Word and Law
of God? What ¢lfe is the fcope of all

the




(16) |
the firft Nine Chapters of Solomons Pro-
verbs, and. of Aful. 1. ro. and 119, G,

“God faith, -Hof. 4. 6. My People perifh

Jor lack of knowledee : And Ifa. 27, 11,

disa people of no underffanding, therefore
he thar made them will not fave them, "Ig-
norance and Blindnefs are made the
common caufe of Errour, Sin and Mi-
fery. |

But we are fo far from taking all parts
of Scripture to be equally necellary to be
underftood, that we are more than the
Papills. for firlt and molt diligently
teaching them the Eflentials, the Creed,
Lord’s Prayer, and Commandments, and

Baptifm, and Church Communion, and

the Lord’ Supper, and lefier parts as
they grow up; what they muft learn firlt
their Teachers muft inftruc them.

18, If he fay, asthey ftill do, that the

Fanorant will mifunderftand the Scripture,
and every one turn it to his own Fancy,
and Herelie : Tanfwer, The way to pre.

. vent this, is to teach it them diligently, -

(what elfe is the Miniftry for?) and-not
to forbid it them. Every Knave may
pervert the Law of the Land to maintain,
his own ill Caufe; and muft the Law
thevefore be forbidden them ? Reafon is
far more commonly abufed than' Scrips

. ture s } '

e

('!'7)

tire: ‘There is no Herefie, or Error, no

illany, Perjury, Cruelty, Perfecution,

g’:}prgfﬁon R loryln)hﬂicé, but Reafon .is

pleaded for ic: Muft Reafon therefore

be renounced 2  Herefies are for want of

underftanding God(;s word 3 and muft be

' underftanding it.

cur]e;l. b}{nd if all the %.’Vorld r.nuﬂa take.
the Popes or Priefts words, inftead of

Gods, or for their Rule, how fhall thofe

in oAthiopia, Syriay Americas ot here,.
know what the Popes Word is 2 That

never fee him, or any that hath feen

him ? And how fhall we know, when

above twenty times there have been two

Popes ‘at once, Wwhich of them Is the

Right ? And when they contraditt and
Damn cach other, which of them muft

we believe ? And when General Councils

dccufe them of Errour, and Condemn

them, which is to be trufted with our
Souls? Or if it be Councils that maft
be:to us inftead of Scripture, whea they
Damn each other , which muft we be-
lieve ? (And fo abundance of them have
done.) When the Popeand they agreed.
to depofc -Chriftian Princes, -and give.
away their Dominions , and difoblige.
their.Subje¢ts from all their Oaths of Al-,
legiance, is it as true as: the worélogf,
| 3

—
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God, that all Subjets mufk: believe and. ,
abey them ? S ;
But how fhall . all the poor Peaple -
know: what the Pope.and Councils fay.
and hold ? They can neither sead their
Volumes, nor underftand them, nor,
know which arc authentick and true?,
Muft they-all believe their Parith Prieft?
What if he be as very a Deceiver as. the.
writer of this Tonchftone,  that deth hug)
Cheat from the beginning ta the. .end 2i
Yet muft we take his word inftead of
Gods ? Or when other Priefts,or Fryars.
contradict him, which of'them: muft we
believe ? What if his Parijhoners know: |
him to be ignorant, ora comnion Lyar ?
Yet muft our Salvation reft on his word,!
and God’s word be forbidden us. ‘What
if we obey him in Error, and Sin, will.
he undertake to be Damned for us? Or,
will his ‘undertaking or Dammnation fave.
thofe whom he miflead, & ? =
* + As torhis Citation of Scripture againft;
Scripture, itis fo palpable a perverfion,!
that I will leave any Man that will but;
- Read the Text, to his own ability, to an-,
fwer him: Rev.§. 1.. No Man in. Heas;
ven or-Eirehy was worthy to.open the Ssaled,
Botks that Fobr faw in"his. Vifion : W hat
then, -muft no Man therefore openblthg:
- Bible ?

18) (19)

ible? Or becaufe the Revelation i
E;l:d, mauft therefore the People be f%l;-f
bidden to.Read it, and theroft of God’s
word, which was written for them, as
fufficient to make them wifc to Salvation,
jea, to make the fimple wife, Plal.1 9{1 :

And with as fhamelefs a Face dot \ 1‘<.=i
cite the Fathers, againft the drift o 21‘1
their writings and . Labours, andl gﬂq
Judgment of all the Churches of C ri 7
for many hundred years, of its pure
foundeft Primitive times.

- The Fourth acqud Point. -

.- & That Apoftolical Fraditions, and

- . N Crot
« ‘ancient Cuftoms of the Church, (n

« zlz‘ounded in the written word,) are not
“ to be received, nor do oblige us. )
~ Anf. This is but more Deceit, by con
fufion and falfe report.

The Reformed Catholicks hold,

“1. That Memory is not fo fure 2 wayJ
to deliver any Laws and Doétrines to Pos
fterity, through many hundred years, 2
writing is. _ 1 th
rirés ofgfo many Thoufands, in fo m?risf
Ages, and fomany partsof the World 3
Of fo'many Languages(,) Klpgd:?:,tﬁgir

| an inion

crqfs lntereﬂs p quanels s

For it muit lie on the Memo* -

e
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quarrels 5 and the th;

been brought

of all the Rabble of ignorant and wicke
Popes ?. yea, or of the beft ? and by thg
Memories of alf the Prelates and Priefts
that have. pretended to be the Church?
Why do they themfelves write their pte-
tended Traditions, if writing them weye
not needful ? And why have we all our
+Records, and Law-Books, if

the Lawyers and Peo i i
| °T'S aly Ples Memories would
keep and ‘deliver: them without thefe ?

_ 2 ; i )
When Men Memories, Wits, and Hg.

nefty are fo weak tbat we can {carce

_ arce
get one Story cani’cd without falfifying
thrqugh many Hands, a‘ﬁfylmg
hz. We hold, that God inmercy hath
therefore couifitlered  Man's Weaknefs,
d_d Necefllity, and before the Apoltles
ied, infpired them to Record {o much

of his Law, and Gofpel, and Will, as |

was univerfally neceffary for all his Sub-
jects to know, in order, %o
;)P.edxcx,:ge., and Satvation: And hath.
cir nothing of this importance and pe:
cellity unrecorded in the Law of Nature,

Divine belief;

(21)
(God’s Vifible works,) and Scripture,
knowing that after Ages were not to

‘| have new univerfal Legillators, to make

fuch Laws for all the World; nor to
have Men miraculoufly enabled to do it,
and give .proof that it is Divine, -
. 3. .We hold that God’s written Word
and Law, is perfedt inits kind, Pfal. 1g.
and fufficient to its proper ufe and end:
‘Which Bellarmine, Caffinus , and the
Council of Bafil, and many School-men;
in their Prologues on the Sentences, con-
fefs extendeth to- all things commonly
neceflary to- Salvation, yea, and to be
the Divine Rule of "Fait‘l.l- e
4. -Yet we deny not, that if God had
feen meet to deliver any neceffary part
of Law or Gofpel, Faith or Praglice,
as his will, by bare wofd and Memory of
Man; we had been boand to believe and
obey it, when we had found proof that
it was indeed from God. |
§. We hold, that for fulleft certainty,
we have pofleflion of the Bible it felf, and
" of the Effentials of Chriftianity, brought
us by two Mcans Conjunct, that is, The
Seriprure, and. practical Cuftom : of the
Church. As the Scripture or written Word
fhineth to us by its own Light, fo Tra-

; Qinion tells us which- be the- Canonical

| Boobks,
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Books, and how the Church received them
as Divine, and that there are no other
fuch: And the praltice of Baptifimal
,P.rofeﬂiop-and ‘Covaenanting, and of the
Ghurch Aflemblies , and reading Scrip:
tare, and Catechizing, and of Euchari.
ftical  Communion, and Prayer, ¢,
'F:u us what in all Ages hath been taken
for true Chriftianity.  As we hald a.hu.
mane Belief, .needful in Subferviency, g
a means to-Divine Belief, fo we hold hu
mane Tradirion needful to the conveyance
of God’s Word to us. But, by your leave,
we will diltinguilh the Meffenger from the
Authonr : If the King fend:mea Law or|
Mandate by a Meflenger, or by the Pen:
ny-Poft, I will receive and obey it, -and
yet not take the Poft or Meflenger for }
‘King, or Legiflator, or Infallible.

6. And the Reformed Catholicks do
own 2ll true Tradition, but .are for'a
far furer ' Tradition than: the Roman
Sect. Our Tradition of Scripture, and
the great points of Chriftianity, cometh
to us by Evidence Infallible, that may be
called Natural, with the greateft advan.
tage of .Moral Evidence alfo ;. and not
on the boaft and bare word of one
proud Sedt, that pretendeth to Fanatick
Infpiration and Authority above. all'
others. I

(23)
. I call that Natunal Evidense, which a-
rifeth from fuch neceffary Cauf;g;_‘ that can-

* not.be otherwifg, nor can deceive: And

1 call that the beftMqral Evidence,which
cometh from Mens teftimony. of greate(t
credit for skill and honefty , and we
have both thefe. . o

. Mans Soul hathfome neceflary atsthat
cannot- bur be,. and capnor be othermife :
Such is Jenfation of fenfible opjeéls, dusly
prefenced 5 Intellectunl perocprion. of things
prefented according to the evidence In
which they appear : .-The Love of our
Jelyes and our own knows welfare, and any
thing that. is known . to 'be an only and
»_uec,eﬁzry means thereto, and hath Omns-
,modam ratiomem boni » “The Love of Truth

- a8 Trush, and Good as Good: The harred

of mifery, &c. Thefe all Men have as
;men, apd that which dependeth on thefe
.dependeth. not. only on mens honefty.
.And our evidence of Tradition is fuch as
«this, It is from the Common Confent
-of all capable Witnefles, of various Opi-
nions, Paflionsand Interefts, Friendsand
‘Fogs; whereas the Tradition of Sefari.
an Papifts, dependeth on the Credit of
-one Sect, that fallly pretend a peculiar
truflt. with both. Scripture and Traditi-
Qn, -tho' agaln(t the greater part c‘){ft Qhri-
. ‘ lans ;
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ftians: And pretend Fanatically that
even ignorant Popes dnd: Prelates in Coun:
cil,have ‘@ gift of infallible knowledge.
~“'For Example: If there were a doub
raifed, Whether there be any fuch City
in the-World -as Rome, Paris, Vienna}
or whether there was ever fuch perfons
ay K. Fames, K. Charles, Ludovicss 14 of
‘France; &c 2 Or whether ' the' Statutes
in our-Books were really ‘made by the
‘Kings aid Parliaments named in’ them,
and ‘be'the fame unchanged, . There
'is  Natnral evidence *of all this, becaufe it
arifeth from neceffary afts : All forts of
men‘of contrary irterefts could riever o
‘gree to lie and deceive' meén in fuch ca!
{¢s, no more than‘they could all agree

"to kill themfelves: And if fome would'

be " falfifyers, 'the reft would - prefently
‘detéct 'and' fhame them : I any Lawyers
would falfyfie or change the Siatutes, o-
.thérs would prefently manifeft the de-
ceit, they being commonly known, and

the crofs interefts of fo many depending |

on thems yea, I{ag not only that this
“is Natural lsrlnfailible Evidence, buc that
it is moré than véry much other Phyfical
“Evidence of many othet things; becauft
“we have better means to know Mans Na-

tural neceflary -acts, than we have to |

know

‘and chac Jefus
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“know moft other Creatures of ‘God. .

And then'for Moral Ewvidence, we have
all the Godly's atteftation of all }\ges,’ and
‘Nations, and 'Se@s of Chriflians, and a-
mong the reft the Papits alfo, -agreeing
that This Bible, and This Creed, and thefe
Effentials of - Chriftianity, were all ger-
tainly ~ ranfmitted to us from Chriff and
his Spirit, in his Apoftles. T

And what's the Tradition of the Papal
Sect to all this, who tell us falfely, you

cannot know the Scripture to be God's Word,
but by saking st on the ‘belief o
Church of Rome, -as Endowed withthe ‘Poip.
“er of Fudoment y and the Lift of Infallibi-

the Pope-and

diry,  Alas! what abundance of Impofii-
-bi{ities mu(t be proved true, before an
Man can by this method believe God’s
‘word ! '

1. Before they can believe the Gofpel,
is the true Chrit, they
muft believe that he hath a Vicar,

2. And a Church.

. 3 And the Pope is this Vicar, and his
Sect this Church. Aund )
4. That he hath the Office, Power
and Gift, of infallible Judging, which
the'Major number of Chriftians or Chur.
ches have not.

C 5. And
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‘g. And that Chrift (not_yet believed
. in,§ gave him power and Infallibility,
"'6. And thathe that now Reigneth, is
the true Pope by due Elettion, Confecra.
tion, Qualification, ¢c. With many more
fuch Impoffibilities : And what s itto give

up the Caufe to the Infidels, if this benot?

"=, But we judge that God's Law in
- §cripture; fecured from the charge of pre
tended Rememberers and Ufurpers, s 1o
fufficient to its proper ufe, that there need:
" eth no Supplemental Tradition , as if it
" weré but half God's Law ; but only fub
fervient biftorical Tradition. And we chal-
Tenge the Papilts to prove de fallo, .
<" 1. That any fuch fupplemental Tradi
ion, is Exiftent, :
“‘Qg).‘s’%\i‘tﬁ they poflefs any other, bu
-what the otherChurches know.
‘3, Thatthey are more than other Chur
ches, authorized to be the Keepers and
Judges of that Tradition. And
4. We fully prove them Innovators
and that Popery is a meer Novelty : It I8
copioufly -proved by Peter Moulin, de -

tate Papifmi, David Blondel de Ecclefia,
2::‘:#:11) 1€i£¢f ’Defence of Mornty againf
Coffetean, and againft Silvefier, and many

others, Can they withour the moﬁﬂygr;;
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' fligate Impudence pretend Apoftolical Tr4.
dition, for denying the Laity the Cup sn
the Encharifty and for their praying in an
wnkprown Tonguey and forbidding the Scripe
* turey and depofing Princes, and diffolving
Qatbs of Allegiance , and for tormenting

and killing all baptized perfons thas
the Pope, with many fuch?

8. If Tradition tell us of any Cuftoms
ufed in the Apoftles, or Primitive times,
that be not in Scripture, and fo be nor
‘made matters of Neceflity to all ; yea, or
-of any occafion all mtabic Cuftoms thatare
mentioned in Scripturey (a6 wafbing the
Saints Feety the Holy Kifs, the 1Womans
Vaily long or [hore Hair, Colleions eacly
Lords Day, Preachers Travelling on Foot,
Ge.) we quarrel not with the then ufe
of fuch Traditions, when they were feq.
fonable, no more than wich forbearing
things ftrangled and blood : Nor quarrel
we with the Churches after, that fetled
Eafter Day, and made the 201h, Canon of
the Nicene Council, and ufed divers Ce.
remonies at Baptifm. But Traditions of
things Indifferent and Mutable, we receive
but 4 fuch, to be laid afide when the oc.
cafion ceafeth : And if any will turn them
Into.a neceffary common Law, we difclaim
fuch Qfurpers; for they crofs that very
= C 2 Trl:

obey not

o




* vand you fejgn and make it a ineceflaty
"y
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Tvaditien. It'wasdelivered as Indifferenit,

:Law, and o deftroy.it, .. :
. 9. Wemaintainopenly, that Tradition
vis wgninft ;the Papacy and its Corruptions;
‘They .are but a third or fourth part ol,ﬂ
JfChriftians « The other two or three parts
of the Chriftian ‘World, : profefs that the
«Tradition: of vheir Churches is againft the
Dopesunivenful Sovereignty, and againft al
+the Ghrruptions of which they accufe him.
None but the thamelefs will deny :that the
wAbaffians, Armenians, Greeks, and others,
plead that this is thesr Tradition. And
.Reader, tell us, ‘why the Tradition-of¢m
or three pares of the Church fhould not
yather ‘be believed againft a third pan,
ahan that which the ‘third pars boaft of
againft all she reft.
10, -Ask themwhiclh way they know and
Keep their Traditions ? Whether they
have any Hiftory, Records, or any other
way which we may not know as well #
they ? If they pretend that it is a .Secret,
‘kept by their Church, it’sa ftrange Secret
that {fo many Thoufands know : But if:it
be.athing proveable, letthem proveiit. .-
11, lsit not unmercifulnels;eo tellallthe
Chriftisn World, thac as big and hard as
the Bible is, ‘if they knew.and. obeyed'ﬁu
C — all,
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all, they cannot be faved, unlefs they be-
lieve and do more, kept by the Pope, and'
called' Tradition 7 When yet thefe De.
, geivers! candifpenfe with:the knowledge
“and" pradtice: of God's own word, and
think' the- Bible a:Book too big and hard,
(and the Prophane fay, too @rick,) to be
commonly underftood and. kept; And
yer all the Bible is not Enough, but we
m.umbébéundv to-'as much more as the
will call Tradition; yes, Volumes alfo of
Papal Canon Laws, L
12, Did not Chrif¥ for this thing Con
demn the Old Rharifees, Adw13:p a
. Prove your Traditions to- be Apoftolis
caly. and- about” things necefary;_and’ noe
your Forgeries, ot about things musabié
and ihdifférent, and wé: will obey- alt fuchy
Apoftalical Traditions. But your Novel-
ties and Wipations fhall not pafs with us
for Divine Liws, becdulé you can call

them-fuch/ < °
. ! vl

©UU The Fifib aceufed Poinn

iy *“ That'a Man by his own underftand-
. ing and private Spirit, may rightly
4 judge and interprer Scripture, L
o Ak_[.; Can'any Man unriddle what: this
Dectiver megneth® -+ -
o Ca

-t

x. Can
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1. Can & Man' judge without his own
wunderftanding ? ' -
2. Whae mepneth he by a privare Spi-
rit 7 Liule know 1. If he mean God's
Spirity itis no contemptible nor_ private
§pirit, evenin a private Man : 1f he mean
a Man’s own Spirit, Soul or Intelle€t, it is
the fame as. [his own anderflanding.]] M
he mean any Evil Spirit, otfancy gnd Er,
roneous felf-conceit, we defie fuch Spirits,
- &nd Deceivers that ufe them., . ., . «
To underftand without our. ows upder«
fandings, ‘is a Myftery fic for Rome; Why
may not a Dog, ora Sheep, be faid foto,
underftand the, Scriprure, if it may be un-
derftood without our own underftandings )
What a Curig is on the ignorant Natiqpsy
shatwill be led by fuch words asthefe] .|
“But if he will fay that he meant, [ By
kis own underftanding alome withour a Tegy |
cber,] why did he nmot fay fo, but iag;
one thing and do another 7 But -that.;hagd
been too grofs a Lye, to have been be.
lieved, by them thac fee that we fet up |
‘Teachers in all our Congregations, '
.* 3. Therefore I can imagine nothing but
ebfurdity in his words, -unlefs he meany
that we hold that a Man may rightly Ins
terpret Scripture by his own underftand-
ing smmediarely, inftructed by his Teacheg
. » an
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and God's Spirit , without taking the
Sence only at the rebound, on the belief of
the Pope and bis Clergy. For we never
thought that a Man’s own natural Wit
without a Teachery, and the help of God's
Spirit, can favingly underftand and apply
the Scripture.

And yet we would fain tell Papifts a
better way to Convert a Philofopher, or
a Turk, thanto Preach to them thus: God
bath writsen his -Law and Gofpel to the
World, but you cannot tell whas is the mean-
ing. of ity tsll you take that [ence om truft
from onr Pope and Clergy, and know thas
Chrift-authorized him to be Fudge 5 and thar

befare you belicve in. Chrifty or wnderfland

the word that fo amhorizeth hinr, Were
not corrupred Nature very blind in things
Spiritnal , Plow.men, and Tinkers, and
Coblers , would be able to confute fuch
Fopperies , and much more Priefts, and
Popes, and Prelates. -

4. Butl pray you tell me, whether the
Pope and his Prelates, do not snterpres.
Scripture by their own underffandings 2
Whole underftandings elfe do they judge:
by, inConclaves or Councils ?

§- And tell me, whether he that judg-
cth thac the Pope is Chrifts Pice.Chriff and.
Rulery-at the Antipodes, and is infallible,,

C 4 tho’
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tho! he bie’ by Counoils condemnrd.fona: i-.
monift, anlufidel , an Atheift, a Seduoery
or'an égnovant. Sot ¢ Doth not this Man.
judgé ‘i_lllrthis by his owri nnderfanding ¢
If"a-Man take an ignorans fouith Prieft:
far'the Mouth. of the: Catholick. Church,,

tho’ he know no more what.he talks a- -

gainft, than this: Roman Deceiver , doth
he'not judge this by his own underftand.:
ing 2 If a Sot will believe. you, that your:
Seth is.1hewhole Churchy and. all -are' Dams
nedy.the' they love God, and. belicve .in!
Chrift, if they will noe be rated by the Popr
andevery Aafs-Prieft, doth he not. judge:
thus by-his: own underffanding Lo you
freach to:Men, or Beafts; that have no-un.,
derffanding of God's Law and: Wilk 2 If:
4 Man muftf believe all the Canony ofi Popes:

and.Councils, in Baronius, Binnius, Sur«'
18'y. Nicolinns, Caranza , ¢c. doth he |

not:da. it by his own underftanding p -
6. Oh! But the meaningisy You are alt

privare ignorant. Meny - and we are the-Clera |

£y 3 Kings choofe fome of us, and Popes
choofe-othersy and whether we are Wife o'

Boolsy. Learned or Unlearncd, Infidels or |
Chriltsansy you are ab Damned if yow will |

not. follim #s, and sf we be Damned, yo
ohufh be content tobe Damned with w.  And:
isitfo? Hath.God rgade Man for no fafer
Co. o and
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- and better a Condition, than to- be. Dam«

ned when ever Sottifi Drunken Priefts

- willtell him, [ You muft believe ysthavate

the Mouth of the Pope, and the Pope,.
tho' you think that the Word of God- 1s
againft it?] Speak out Deceiver j would
you have all Men be of their Rulers Reli-
ion, or not ? Should the Fews have be-
ieved the Church, that Chrift was aBlaf-
phemer, Deceiver and Tra¥tor , and the
Apoftles. Seditious Fellows 2 Muft we be
Mahometans under Turks, Perfians , and.
Indians , and Papifts under Papifts? And

why not Lutherans under “Lutherans alfo ?-

And fo our King fhall be our God, andour

‘Religion humane. Or muft Men judge

what is - true or falle, good or bad, by
their own:underftandings ? Do Kings and:
Prelates: Rule Men, or Dogs, and Brates #
U Cromwell tay, He is Supream, and King:
Charles fay, Fie 51 Supream, tellus whether:

"~ wemult not ule our own underffandings,

to know which of them. to believe and:
obey ? ‘And muft we not do fo, if the
‘World, the Flefh, and the Devil, fay.
one thing, and Chrift another ?

" And Fpray youtellus, whether that be
Religion that is not Divine, and whether it-
be not our own underftanding, that muf
diftinguifh.between Qod and’ Aan? Did
: Cy nos
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-not Valgar Folly fir flothful Fools for

- Hell, they would eafily perceive thar

pery engaging them to renounce their o[;?n
,under&andmgs,; maketh us all Voluntary
: Brutes, to gratify the ambition of Men
.and putsdown God from being our Gover.
nour , and Man from being a Volantary
.§ub]eﬂ, and rurns the Kingdom of Chrif
Suto the Kingdom of Beafts. . - X

N

The Sixth Point accu'fe;i.'
Thar St, Peters Faiti hath failed. -

Anf. Who could more ignorantly have

ftated a Controverfie ?

¢

.

’

_ 1. Proteftants are furthe from ;heb -
nton that Perers Faith failed, than thegrei:)c:-

telt Papit Doctors : Some Prote :
hold that no Man thar -rhz:?h true lg\?ll;g
Faith, doth ever totally lofe it 3 much lefs
Peter. Others hold, that we Elect Petlon
that hath true Faithy doth rotally lole it :
And fo thought Auguftine © Others add
that thongh fome, as Calvin fpeaks quale:
chnque [emen fides perderint, having no more

mmmutable Grace than _4dum had in In-
noceucy, yet all that have a Confirmed
Radicated Habit, petfevere. And as to
Leters Faith, allfave thofe called Armini.
a8 I Know,) that his

‘Faith

ans agree, (as

¢ 35)

Faith was not totally loft, not Peter tea
lapfed into aState of Damnation: But will
all the Fefusrs {ay as much? _

We commonly hold that the Habit of
Peters Faith, muft be diftinguithed from.
the Ads, and the A& of Affent from the.
A that exciteth Confeffion and conquereth:
Oppofirion.  And that Perers Faith did not.
torally fail asto the Habit; nor the Affent,,
that Chrift was the Aeffiab : But that it
aftually failed as to the latter A&, that
thould conguer Fear : Chrift faid to himt
and the reft before that, (Vhy are ye fear~
fuly O ye of little Faith: Little Faithy is.
Faith failing in Degree.  This is onr Vitto-
ry over the World, even onr Faith, {aith:
S’t. Fobn, And did not Peters Faith fail as
to part of that Victory, when he Curft.
and Swore that he koew not the Man ¥

But by Perers Faith, this Deceiver mea-
neth the Popes Faith: And he inftanceth
inthe Scribes and Pharilees, that were to
be heard becaule they Sate in AMofe's
Chair, and .in Cajaphas the High-Prieft.,
Reader, fee what Chriftians thele Slaves:
of Chrilts pretended Vicar are : Doth he
wot plainly infer,, that the people did well
that believed the Priefts, and the Seribes,,
and Pharifees, that Chrift was a Deceiver:

and workt, Miracles by the Devily and.
- ; . Wag
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was a Blafphemer and a Trayror, and de-
ferved Deatti; and that cryed Amay with

bim - Crucifie bim ? And what weonder.

if they obtey their High- Prieft, when he
Commandeth them to Muriher Thoufands
and Hundred Thoufands Saints Nicknamed:
Hereticks, when they juftific them chac
Killed €hrift and the ‘A poliles, becaule
the Church Commanded i, (unlets_they:
will renounce 1heir own plain  Conle
quence )

‘And muft we indeed believe, thar the
Popes Faith never failed, becaute Perers
did fiot? Then we muft belicve that Ge-.
neral Councils that are their Church,” have
Been very fulfe’ and fMlanderous, Reader,
Ywill give thee bat an Account of oné or
two,. (when their own moft flattering Hi.
ftorians kave written of many a long time,
that they were rather Apoffaticr, than

Apoflolii, and named but to keep the Ac' |

count of time.)

Thie great General Council at Confance, |
(that Burnt Sohn Husand Feromeof Pragne; |

for “Fruth and Honelty,) finding thre
Popes Heading three Churches caﬁed Re-
méin Catholicks, had no wayto return to
Woity , bur by putting down all three
W ith moch adoe they got down two of

|

them: But Pope John at Rome had the ]

fafteft
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fakelt hold, and they."had more adoe'to
ethim down ; and had not the Emperour:
telolved to back them', they had bsew
foiled. Hereupon he is acculed in the
Council, Firft, by Fifty Four Arricles, of
fuch Monftrous Villanies , as'one would
think humane Nature were uncapable ‘of.
Afterward many more are added, of Poy-
foning Pope Alexander , of Incelt witly
his Brothers Wife, and the Holy. Nuns,
and Rawvithing Maids, and Adultery with
Men's Wives, and much morey and of
Simony, almoft incredible ¢ And amongft:
the reft, (which [ forbear to recitej leit T
tire the Reader,) they fay and prove,
that he was 4 notorions Simoniack, and a
pertinacions Heretick 5 That oft before di-
vers Prelates, and other Honeft Men, by
the Devils perfwafion he pertinacionfly faid,
afferted, dogmatized, and maintained,thar
theve is no Life Eternal, nor any after this
And be [aid and pertinacionfly believed, thar
Man's Soul dieth with the Body, and is cx+
tintt, agare the Brusts : And be [aidy thas
the Dead rife. not, contrary. to the Articles
of the Refurvettion, €c. - - .
" Thele Articles being thewed to the
Pope, he confeft his Sin, and: confinted 16
“be Depofed, and begged Mercy, bur all in
Hypocritie, while he fought te get out of
their Hands and Power, Ahd
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And now Reader, doft thou think that
it is the mark-of a Heretick, and defer-
veth Burning and Damnation, for a Man
to think chat this Popes Faith failed?
Were itnot for tiring you, I would repeat

fuch Articles againft many others of them,

as would make you think, that not only the
Heathen Philofophers, but even Mabomet
was a Saint in comparifon of thele Swinith
and Diabolical Popes.

After this, the Great Council at Bafil !

accoled Engenius the 41h. of Herefie and
multitudes of horrid Crimes, and depofed
him: Buthe outfaced them, and ftanding

“it.out to the laft, got the better, and the

Succeffion is ever fince continued from this
Pope, that was depoled by a grand Gene-
ral Council.

Before thefe, Pope Fobn the 1.2th, was
depofed by a Council at Rome, called by
Otho. the Emperour, for fuch horrid Vils
lanies, as no Pagans that we read of ever
matcht. Read them bat in Baronius, and
Binnins & Drinking Healths in Wine tothe
Devil, and: calling at Dice apon Fupiter
and Venus, befides Murders, Simony, In-
celt aud all Wickednels, ave all confiftent
with Papal Faith : And if this be no failing,

1 {ball grancthat the Popes Eaith (nor the

Devils, ) can never fil,

(39) »
v The Seventh ac:afed Point, - -
That the C'hurcﬁ can Err, and -h.‘nh' j;r;

Yors. .
Anf. This is truly and honeftly recited :
Al Proteftants hold it, and marve! thar ail
the Pevils in Hell can-{o befool any ‘as to
deny it- . - :
1. No Body can tell what it.is that they
call the Church, till they tell us: But whae
ever it is, except confirmed Angels and
Souls in Heaven, if they cannot Err, God
and our Saviour, and -the Apoftles have
Erred. For they tell usthat, [we know bui
in part,)) “andif any Man [ay that be bath
no Siny heisa Lyary 1 Joh. 1, 1 Cor, 13,
12 Andin many things we offend ally Jam,
2.2, Plals 19. 120 Who can anderfland
bis Errours o cleanfe thou me from fecree
Fanlts, 1t was the Church of which God
complaineth, thatthey alway Evr in theip
Heartsy and have not known God's ways,
Pfﬂl. 95. 10, Hfbn 3. 10, un]E‘fS Cﬂlfb
and Foflua were all the Church, JIfa
§3. 6. Al we like Sheep bave gone a
fray, Ge. ' :
- 1f by the Church they mean-the Priefts,
bow full of Complaints againtt their Er<
routs are all the Prophets, and Hiftory
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of the Kings and Chronicles? 13, 3. 12,
© my peopley they that lead thee, caufethes
to Err, and deftvoy the way of thy paths,
Ma, 9. 15, 16, For the Leaders of this
people canfe them to Err, and they that are
led of them are deffroyed. Mal. 2. The
Priefts Ltf] Jhonld keep knowledge, and they
fhould [ack the Lam at his Month, for he is
the Meffenger of the Lord of Hofts : Bug
ye are depareed. out of the way, and ye bave
caufed many to ftumble at the Law : Te

have corrupred the Covenant of Laviy [aith

the Lord of Hafts : Thencfore bave I alfa
made you comenmptible and hafe before al
the people, according as ye bave not kepe. my
ways, &¢. Hal. 4. 6. My people are cus
off for lack of knowledye: "Recanfe thon
haft rejolted knowledge, I will olfo rejet
thee, that %Zou.jhnlt beno Prieft to me. jc'rf.
§53-31. The Prophets praphecy faifel

the Priafts bear Rule b};- nphe-ir"y r':m&:.y,’ zj:j

my people love o have it [0, and what wilj’
yedo in the end hereof ? {&hron. 36 T;”
. 14y

16y 17, All thachief of the Priefls and
people Tranfureffed veny much ﬂfa£ rh’:’ n:v}:f

minations of the Heathen : But they miscked

the Mcffengers of the Lord, and defbifed bi
words 4 and mifufed his I,Jroplaet;c:/]’tt[z r)I::
wrath of the Lord arofe againft bis people
ad there was no-healing.. fo lfa, 1,2,3,4. ¢

Reae |

| (41)
" Reader, is it'not worfe than Infidelity:
that thefe Men teach, if they fay that.the'

" Church hath not Erred ?* Was it no Er:

ror when Aaron fet them up the Golden..
Calf'? norwhenthey went after: the Idols:
of the Heathen, and worfhipped: i thes
High.places? Was it no. Esror to take.
Chrift for a Deceiver and Blafphemer,
worthy to be Crucified? Was itno Errox:
to reje€t the Gofpel, and- periecute: the
Apoftles? | { ST
" And had'the Apoftles no Esror , when
they believed not that Chrift:muft l’)ie-f’or;
our Sins, and rife again, and alcend: to,
Heaven, but thought he:muft then fer up
an Earthly: Kingdom P Was.it no Errow
of Petor, Ahth. 160 to diffwede Cheifk
from Suffering;. for which Chrift faid, Ges!
shee behind me: Sathan, thow favonreft not
the tisings thas be of God, but thofe: that be
of Men ? And [ think he Erred, when
Banl openly rebuked his Separation,.
Gal. 2. ‘ - |
Xf all the Church on Tarth conftft only
of perfons that have many Errors, then rhe
whole- Church bath many Errors: But the
Antecedent is fo-true, that I take him that
denyeth it, to be fo far from knowing
whatthe Church is, ot what & Chriftian

is, that he knoweth not what a Man is;,’
‘ an
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nd a Church of fuch are fo unfir to b
:;uﬁed as infallible,with all Mens Salvationel
! at they have .ot the Wit of common il.,
tlht?;‘ate Men, or Children: And if in all.
: “:(!, gé ;il!fgthey were as'mad as in thele,
MONS,: 1 ever
did opinio ;; rr,l. 7 h@t the Church never
v 24 And that 2/l Aens Senfes
vinft be de-
;ig;d {:';;r Tran[ubﬂfmtidtim-; : goubd/,:l"s :heey,
h uld be kept.in Bedlam. from humane
onverle. |
- But for my part, 1d ink thar anj
_ » 1do not think that.
lr:qanrof_mem not ftark-mad, doth be'-ui‘JZ
V'Vm ellf' that ghere -are any men in the.
A or d that have no Error, (that have any"
,u; e of Underftanding.) ' He is far from
thno‘\;']ing‘ what Min is, that. knoweth not,
; at*b & lwatmeth with Errours : 1 oftner
oubt whether the grearer nambeg of moft
mens thoughts, are true or falle, .
th Burif by the Chureh they mean only
Ee Pope, if he cannot Err; then it is no
t},]r.rour to believe that there is no Life bur
» Bls ﬁ and that Mans Soul dieth as the
Ce‘:i s, and thar it is lawful to Murther
T’l?o :f::(;:?n!; bn ’}ll‘houl'ands, or hundred
I:gges goo', :92) of the forelaid Popes in the
. . ;
v&z rtldﬁre isno fucb thing as E'rrour in the

4

But

1000, 1100, Erred not;
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- But perhaps by the Church is meant Ge.
neral Conncils, .
__But 1. If they Erred not in their De-
crees, doth it follow that therefore they:
hid no Errour? . AU
_ 2. But did not the fecond Council at
Ephefus Exr? Where they tellus that Sola
Pesrs Navicula, only the Popes Meffen-
gers efcaped the Herefie 7 -Did not the
Goungcil Of-Calc'cdan Err in their Opinion:
when it determined that the: Reafon o
Roines Primacy was becaufeit wasthe Ims
perial Seat, ¢#c? Were all the Couricils
free from Errour that were for the Arri-
ans? And thofe that were againft them.?
Aud- all that were for the Aonothelises 2
And thiofe . thiac were aghinft them? And
all that. were for Images, and: thofe that
were againft them, ¢e? 1 -
. Butatlalt they come to this, that the
Pope may Err, and Councilsmay Err, buc
when they, agree; they cannot.Err:' A
happy:meeting of Erring perfons, if they
ore both cired by it. But fure it is not the
_meeting: For the Pope is at Rome, when
the Council is at Trent, Ephefus, Conftan-
sinople, Ge. 1t a Councir may Err, and
the Pope Err, what proveth it impoffible
for them to agree in Errour? The Pope

and Council at Lateran qth. agreed £I¢:r
the

1
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the “Popes. depofing Princes. that Extér.
.:E::a(tje' not'r allf%l};a of their Dominiony
at:agny. liranfubftantiation, ¢ ¢,

thming;-Errour:B o _c'; Was,
0b;. But this was not a marten of Faish|
o dnf. l:s,'lt no matter of Faith- with-them ,
Whether it be Lawful or- not, according to
Gads: Law,, to kill men.that believe theiy
Senf'gs,. and to .depole: Pririces? And whe;
thes:. Subjets!. may.- break - their' Oathg
ok Allsgiance,. and; foriake their: Pajnby
tfr,thesl?pper(}pmmand theny,. and: all ba
saufe: sheir Prince wilknot.be a. Murthes
rerar-Porfecutor-? Thele are ndimatters
of: Faithywith them.? But fute: they have
made them. Articles: of . theie Refigiom
And a;thgn the:. Rebels,..and: Murchéress,
and: Popeiand: Countil. Ery, 'orelte: Gody
Law and Gofpel Exr. ' d
. Thei Judgment of the Reformed Catho.
bicks.isthis, = SRR

1. That:there is.n living: witho
Brrour, . . 0 men living WWP%
'~ 2; Thav the Apoftles of Chrifk wers
Commiffionedto deliver his Gofpel to the

World, by Word, and Record, and- had '

:'ilsr_lgroxgilé; odf l-{his Spirit to lead theminto
- Lrath, and keep themfrom doing th

Work E't:roneouﬁ ; o
m.llﬁoned' to.do.: (Tho’ not to make’them
o ablo-

y which they were com.

- Cas)
-abfolutely freefrom Sin or ‘Etrour in all
.other ‘things.) Apd therefore the 'Scrip-
store:written by :them s free from Errour,
by Virme of the {pecial ;promife and
- Spirit. .
" 3. That all troe Chriftians, :(really re-
generate,) are free from all Errour, in-
-confiftens with true faving Faith, and Ti-
itle-to'Salvation, - e : :
- 4 Thhat therefore the Chaurch-as it figni.
-fieth only the faid regenerate true Chrifti-
-ans, hath no Damning Errour, or none
but what is pardoned, as confiftent with
Maving Faith and Holinefs. | _
5. That the Univetlal Vifible Church,
:isthe whole :Company of men on-Earth,
that profefs ‘true {aving Faith, -and are by
-Covenant Vow Baptized into this Pre-
feffion: And that -all this rue Vifible
Church,: profefferh no Errour, -inconfiftent
with sheir Profeffion of the forefard faving
-Faith : Beoaule the profeffin df - faving
Faith is effemial to vifible Chriftsanity, and
- Yo thewifible Churdh.
~ For mark, that'l fay not that they
rpr.of;[: ‘no Ervonr incontfiftent with fincere
“Raseh in ithemfebves fibjelbively o nor que
‘thatasto-ebjective Faith, may not by u-
[esnconfequence overthrow it : For there s
fach.q .concatendtion -of ‘Divine -revealed
Truchs,
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. Truths , thaticisadoubtful cale, wheéther
any one Errour (which all men have,) do
not by remote Confequence fubvert the
-very Foundations. But no true Vifible
Church or Chriftian, fo profefferh any one
Errour, asnot 1o profe/s the egemial points
of Faith and Godlinefs, tho’ they may
think falfely thar both are true. Thete.
fore Proteftants teach, that unfeen Cop.
fequences are not to be fo charged on
thofe that fee them not, and hold faft the
(injured) Truth, asif it wetea known or
.direct denyal of the Truth,
6. Butevery Church, and every man,
being imperfelt both in knowledge, Faith
and Holinefs, have all fome Errour:. For
to be objeClively de fide, is 10 be of Divine
Revelation : And all the Scripture is Di.
vine Revelation. And if the queltion be,
Whether any Pope, Council or Church,
underitand all the Scripture without any
Errour ? judge by Commensarors, and
common Experience. ,
And now what faith the Deceiver a-
-gainft all this ? . '
...1. He citeth If4, 59. 21. God. hath
-promifed to preferve his Word in .the
Church : Ergo, the Church cannot Err?
A forged Confequence, no more follow-
eth, but that the srue Church fhall ngfz.t
lole

and Word of God, as they did : No won-
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lofe or forfoke Gods Word : For then it
would ceafe to be the Church: -~
But 1. Not that the beft Churches un-
derftand all that Word without any Er-

rour. ~
" 2. Nor that any particular Church vifi-

ble may not apoftatize, or turn Hereticks,
or corrupt Gods Word, and forbid men
to ufe it ina known Tongue, as the Pa-
pifts do. ' '

Next heciteth Fob. 14. 16. As if all
the Church had the {ame promife of the
Spirit of Infallibility, asthe Apoftleshad :
If fo, then, _ .

1. Papifts are none of the true Church,

becaufe they have many Errouts. |

" 2. And if the major part be the Church,
rather than a minor Se@, then all other
Chriftians that are again@t Popery are free
from Errour, for they are twice or thrice
as many as the Papilts.
- 3. And when the far greater part were
Arrians 5 they were free from Errour:
Yea, the Council of Sirmium, to which
Pope Liberius profefled full confent. Or
did Chrift break his ptomife toall thefe’?

4. 1If the Pope or all his Prelates, bave
as full 2 promife of the Spirit as the Apo-
Atles, then they may write usa new Bible,

der

N G
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der then if the Canons and Decretals be %
much Gods Word as the.Bible P Bue why
then do they.not confirm their Canons by
Miracles as the Apoltles did ? And Wh¥
did fo many Popes contradict.each other
Had both Stephanus, Formofus, ‘Nichola,
.and the forefaid Fohns that denyed the Life
tocome, ¢¢. the fame Giit as the Apo.
ftles? Surely wé may welllay to them as

StoFames, Shew me thy Faith by thy Warkgi|

“They did fhew itby molt odious Simdny,
Gluttony , ~ Drankennels, Lying with
‘Maids and Wives, even at'the "Apoftolick
Doprs;, Murdering Chrifts Members by
“Thoufands, Silencing faithful Preactier,
Depofing Emperours, Commanding “Pet-

~jury and Rebellion, even to Sons againk

‘their own Fathers: Forbidding all Church

. Worfhip of God to-whole Kingdoms for
‘many years, when a King will not 'gbey

the Pope: By fuch ‘Works they (hew
their Faith! O the power of Satan, - and
‘the horrid pravity of man, when fuch

.things are not only Juftified, but tralted to

for Juftification, and_made confiftenc with

.a Church'that peuer Erred,

. .Indeed thefe Errours crept in .by '‘De- |

grees, which maketh it difficult to Expofi
tors of Scripture Prophefie, to” know juft

the year when the mifchigf became fo
‘ ripe
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ripe as to prove Rome to be Babylon Apo-
ftate to Pagano- Chriftianity, and the Pope
to be Aperchriff.  Bucif Ilee a man Ra-
ging mad in Bedlan, I willnot make itan
Article of my Faith, that he is Sare mewess,
becaufe I kilow not juft when his amensixn
¢ deliratio , or Melancholly became a
Mama, or Furor,

- The Deceiver allo citeth, Mar, 18, 17,

‘wiz. Becaule men muft bear the Church,

where a Sinner dwellerh , that calleth him
to Repenrauce after due Proof and Admo.
nition , therefore the Pope and his Pre.
lates cannot Err. An Argument liker a
Derilion, than a ferious Proof; Did not
the Pepe then Err., when Bifhops and
Councils have in vain called him to Re-
pent ? Doth not the Church Err then moft
dammably , that commandeth: Murder ,
Treaton, and moft heynous Sin, and is
the Leader of the Impenitent ? Muft wa
take fuch then as Heathens and Publicans ?
Butas the man thinketh, o the Bell ¢ink~
eth, Do but Fancy that by. the CChureh,]
is meant only the Pope and his Clergy ;5
aud thacall is fuch Sin which the Pope
calleth fo, tho' God command us, and
then all fuch Texts will feem to ‘them 1o

fay. what they would bave them fay.

» i The
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The man alfo citeth, Eph. §.27. viz,
Chrift will prefent his Regenerate Church,
perféct and fpotlefs in Judgment, Wha
then ? Ergo, the Vifible Church on Earth
hath no Errour or Spot: Apnd Ergo, the
Pope and his Clergy are this Vifible per-
fe€t Church. And why not as well Con
ftantinople, Alexandria, Antiochy or Fe
yufalem, the Mother Church ? Which part
is it that is the whole, or indefectible?
What is profaining Gods Word, if this
be not ? If any fhould be forbidden the
Scriptare, itis thefe prophaning Priefts.

The Eighth aschfed Point.

That the Church bath been hidden and

viffble.
I"’ ZCrﬁ We do not think that the Pop
“and his Clergy-Church have been hidden
“and-invifible. ~ Their Wars, even inJtdy
“and Reme, for many. Ages made them Vi.
fible : Yea, and palpable too : The King
and Emperours that they Fought againf
or Depoled, knew them ; above 10060
‘Waidenfes and Albigenfes felt them to the

Death: Que Regiosn terris talis non plenk

laboris. Whether this man knew not thie
Proteftants i]udgment herein , or whe

ther he would not have his Reader knoi\:i Egype, and Galilee,
R

. (5r)
it, 1 ¢annot tell 5 but I thall tell
itis.

1. Proteftants commonly hold, That4s
the Word [Church] figvilieth the Com.

you what

- pany of fincere Chriftians, and Heart-con-

fenters to the Baptifmal Covenant, fo it is
snvifible to Man that knoweth not the
Heart. laward Faith and Love which dex
nominate them , are not feen by others,
dare any deny this ? ’

2. Buc asthe Word [Church] fignifieth
the Univerfality of men baprized profeffing
Chriftiamsty in publick Affemblies, {0 it was
iever fnvifible, fince {uch publick profef-
fion and Affemblies firlt began.

3. But when the Pagan Perfecutors for-
ced their meetings into Woods and Cells,
and Pits, called Conventicles, and to Night-
Meetings, they were hidden from the Per-
{ecurors, as well as they could hide them-
felves: And fo they were, when they
hid themfelves from the Arrian Perfecu-
tion of Valens, Conflantins, Genfericus,
Hunnerichus, and from the Perflans : And
Yo were thole of Tholoufe, Piedmonty Bo-
hemia, and others that hid themlelves, and
fled from the Crsjado’s, under Simon Mone
ford 5 and St. Demonick, and others that
Mucdered them. Chrift him(lf fled to
from Perfecurors. His
D2 Dil.




‘The Papilts themiclves keep hidden Meet-
ings, where they cannot bave more pub-

- they (hall be. ftill uppermoft, and Mafters

‘perours always for them.
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Dittiples were met {ecretly for fear bf the
Fews, when Chrilt appeared to them;
when Peter was in Prifon,  many were al-
fembled by Night ina Conventicle, at the
Houfe of Aarks Mother, to pray for him,

lick.

4. God hath not promiled his Church,
fuch conftant Profperity, as that in every
Age any Nation thall have publick Liberty
without all Perfecution 3 much lels that

of the World, and have Kings and Em-

5. But we cannot fay, that yet the
Church hath been fo low kince the days of
Conftantine, thatall Princes have difowned
the Effentials of Chui.lianity, and we hope
it never will be fo.

6. But afl Ayesand parts of the Chuich,
havenot been cqually pure and found : In
fome Agesthe Arrians were moft: In the
Reign of Theodufrsss Junior, Araftafins, &
the Zutichians prevailed : In the days of
Philippicus the AMonothelires prevailed, fo
that at one of their Councils Binins faith,

There were Junwmerable Bifliops:  In one

Emperosrs time thole prevailed that weref

againft Images ; in Jrene’s and Theodera)
, \ timex;
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times, thofe that were for them : Some-
time the Bifhop of Rome had moft Power,
and fometime the Bithop of Conftantince
pley and Alexandria : For an Hundred
years, even much of fealy forfook him,
and fet up a Patriarch at Aguileia as their
Head : Throogh many Ages the Citizens
of Rome themfelves expelled him or
Fought againft him, ’

- Now in all thefe Cafes, the Charch, as
profeffing Chriftinanity, was ffill ifible ; But
which of all the parts was the pareft and
Joundeft , was known to none but the

- found pares themfelves. And when and

where the Erroursbecame {o great as re-
ally to nullifie, or invalidate the Profeffion’
of Chriftianity, this was known only to'
thofe near, that had opportunity to know
the mind of the accafed: For Nowa Ca-’
put fequitur: One man, tho’ a Prince ot
Prelate, cannot make al] his Subjects He.-
reticks by his Errour. '

So that nothing hath been more Vifible,
than that there have ftill been profelTe'cI'
Chriftians, and fo an Univerfal vifible
Church on Earth. But which parts of
this Church have de fuflo been Sound,
and which Corrupr , and what Errours
have nullified their Prefeffion , and what
only blemifleit, this hathnever been vi-
' D3 fible
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fible to the Erroncous ;
knoweth that he Erreth ;) bat it hath been
vifible to the Soynd. And {0, that the
Church of Rome yet Profeffeth Chriftiani-
ty, -we know.: Bur whether their Errours
prove them: Babyipn , or nullifie their
Chriftianity , moft - be known only by
trying the guilty [ndividuals. |

Here the Cheaters fay to the [gnorane,
If the Church hath been always Vifigle,
wheve was your Chirch before Luther 2
. Auf. 1. Where-ever there were men
profeffing Chriftianity and Baptized, and
not Apoftatizing. Were there none fuch
in the Wozld , muft we be put to prove
where there were any Chriftians before
Luther ? Were not the Hearers grofly
Ignorant , the Cheaters would have no
éonﬁdcnce in {uch Fopperies as thele.

Obj. Bt the Church of Rome profeft Chri
ﬁjanity,b;foro Luther.

“dnf. It did fo, and as Chriftians we
are of the fame Church with them, we
inow no WUniverfal Church, buc the €hri-
fian as fuch, that is, all Chriftians as enly
Headed by Chrifp  1f you cannot tell whe-
ther before Luther there were any Chris
flians in the World, (in Abaffia, Egyph
Syria y Armenia, the Greeks, Mufeovites
¢re.) it’s your grofs ignorance of Hil’col;y,,

w

( For no man
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But whether Papifts, Arrians, Extychians,
Nefborians 3 Monothelites ,  Phantafians,
Image- Worfhippers, do invalidate their
profeffion of Chriftianity , by their con-
trary Errours and Crimes, it much more
concerneth themfelves, thanus to enquire
and judge.

But tho? thofe that nullify not their pro-
feffion of Chriftianity, are all of the lame
Church Univerfal that we are of,yet we pro-
fels that their New bumane Church, which
is Lonly the Pope as Head,and all that adhere
to-bim as fuch,’] are no Church of Chlrift
atall, All Chriffians as fuch are paris of
the Cbri{fian Chiurch: But a Policy con-
lifting of a Pice-Chrift and his Subjeits,
is a Rellellious Ulurpation, and no Church,
Forma denominat ; As Chrift is the Head,
all are of the Church thar truly clesve to
him as Head: As the Popeis the pre-
tended Head o they are all a pack of
Rebels. '
~ And now what an ignorant Cant is it to
fay, The Church cannot Apoffatize; Ergo,
it cannor Evr 5 Ergo, the Pope of Rome,
and bis hireling Clergy cannor Apoftatize 3
and Ergo, They cannot Err! Tell me,
whether Rome be all the World ¢ And
whether the Church of Rome, and the Chri-
ftian World, be Words of the. fame fig-

‘ D4 nibs .
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nification in any Dictionary ? And whether
an Alexandrian Catholick, ora C. P, are
Carholick,, be notas good Sence, as a Ro-
snan Catholick ? And whether the Texts or
Fathers, that you name prophanely, will
prove that the Church of C. P. Alexan.

Err, or Apoftatize, or be Invifible?
And whether your own Jefuits confefs not
that Reme fhall do fo too, in the Reign of
Anichrift ? o .

In the mean time take this anfwer.

1. The Church as intimately SanCified,
and {incere, was ever invifible, -

2. The Church Univerfal, as profeﬂinf
Chriftianity , was ever Vifible, tho’ olf
hid by Perfecution. o

3. Whether Rome, C. P. Serulalews be
s true Church or Apoftate , is invifible to
thofe that knew them not.

4. That the Papal Church, as informed
by a Univerfal Pice-Chrift, is 4 falfs
Church, ¥ Notoriows. This is our Judg.

men_tn . -
The Ninth accufed Point.

*That the Church was not always to remain
Catbolick or Univerfal :  And that the
Charch of Rome is not fuch a Church.

Anf.

dria o Antioch, ot Fernfalem, can never
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Anf. The firlt partis a meer flat Lye-;
We hold that the Church is always to re-
main Wniverlaly till iv be prefented perfect
in Glory: If it remain not Univerfal ,
what becomes of it ? lsita part of fomea
thing elle, or annihilated ? 1f Chrift have
no Church, he is no Head of the Church,
and fo no Chrit. What Proteftant
Church ever faid any fuch thing, as you
fallly charge them with ?

That che Church of Rome is not- fuch a
Church , that is, [s not the Univerfa}
Church, indeed we notonly fay, butthink
the contrary, fitter for a man Druak than
Sober ? Whar, is Rome all the World ? Is
Abaflia, America, Mefoporamia, Mufco-
vy o Afiay Thrace y England y Scotland,

- Swedeny, Denmark, no part of the World,

yea, of the Chriftian World ? And is not
the Chriftian World, the Church Univer-
fal ? Reader, hereisa Controverly wor-
thy the Wits, kearningand Honefty of
all the Famous Fathers, and DoQors, and'
Juglers of the Roman Catholick Church.
The Queftion is, Which of the Roomsin
the Houle is the whole Houfe ? One faich
that the Kitchin, or the Cole-Houfe, or
the Houfe of Office, is the whole Houle.
We Proteftants fay, that no onz Room s,
the whole, bat Hall, Parlors, Dining-

. | - I Room,,
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Room, and all the Chambers, and Clo-
fets, and Kitchin, are the whole; and if
the Cole-Houfe, and Houte of Office will
needs be parts, we will not contend with
them, but we will never grant that they
are either the whole , or the beft parnt;
Tho? by Fire and Stink , they think to
force us to it.

But the ancient Writers diftinguith be.
tween the Carholick Church, and a Caa
1holick .Church : By the firft is meant the
whole Church: By the lecond s memnt
fuch a particular Church, as is not Schil:
matical, bur a true and found part of the
whole. o

But what could thefe Self-Condemners
fay more againt themfelves , than thus
openly to confels, that their Se¢t claimeth
to be - the whole Chuich, and fo Trayte-
roufly unchurcheth two or three parts of
the Church of Chrift, and Damneth moft
Chriftians, for not being Traytors to Chrift,
as they 2

To confute his bafe abafe of Scripture,
is needlefs and irkfome,

The Temh point accufed.

That the Churches Unity, #s not neceffary
ip alfpei.tg of Faith,

i
i

4
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.Anf. This we verily hold, for all"that’
God hath revealed in Scriptute to be be-
lieved, are poims of Faith, (if the Word
be ufed intelligibly by thele men:) Bucall
the points of Genealogies, Topography,
Chronology 4 Prophecy in Scripture, are
revealed to be believed , therefore ther
are points of Faith 3 and if Uity in all.
thele is neceflary to the Unity of the
Church, then no Church on Earth hath
Unity : Certainly Rome hath not, whole
Commentators and Dollors difagree a-
bout many hundred Texts of Scripture,.
and Sivtaus sth. and Clemens 8th. Popes, .
about the very Tranflation of many hun-
dred Texts.

Thefe men muft now fay, that we are
not bound to belicve all Gods Word, or:
clfe they mult confefs that their. Church.
hath not Unity.

That which Reformed Catholicks hold
is, 1. Firft points of Faith, (‘or revealed:
to bebelieved,) are lome of them Effen-
tial to Chriftianity, and of neceffity to Sal-
vation , and fome but Intergrals, if not
fome Accidents: The firlt all the True

- Church agreeth in: The fecoud not: As

who is Antichrift ? ot Babylon ? or the Tens
Horned, or Two-Horned Beaft in the Re--
welations ¢ What is the Time, T:mesc",

and.

i .
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and half a Time, with an Hundred fuch 7
But in general, all believe that all Gods
Word is true. It might convince thele
men, in that it was long before all the
Churches received all the Canonical
Books. of Scripture, and yet all received
niot all their Apocryphal Books. And are
thefe out of the Church ? Or are none of
thefe Books to be believed ?

*The Eleventh Point accufed,

. That St. Peter was nbt Ordained by Chrift
she firft Head or Chief among the Apoftles;
and that, among the Twelve, none Wwas gred-
ser or leffer than other, -

Anf. Meer Falfehood, asundiftinguifht.
The word Head is ambiguous ; this Wiri-
ter hath a Head, fuch as it is, that other
Heads much differ from. Reformed Ca

tholicks hold, that Perer is called firft in

numbring them : That he was by Chrif
in many inftances, preferred before others:

That he was an Eminens Speaker , and

worker of Miraeles: Thatall the Apoftles
were not Equal in parts and worth ; but
fome herein greater than other. What,
was Tudas no leflfer than the reft, that was
a Thief and Traytor * Fobn was Eminent.
ly the Difciple whom Jefus loved. Bt

ut

%
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But we hold, 1. That as Fobn was not
made Lord or Ruler of the reft , by be-
ing Loved more, 10 Peter's Preheminence
made him no Mafter or Ruler of the reft :
The twelve Apoftles were chofen Relative-
ly, to the twelve Tribes.  Peter as Reuben
was the firft, and denyed Chrift, and wasg
called Satan, with a Get bebind me, (Mat.
16.) as Rewben defiled his Fathers Bed,
But as Levi was the third, fo was Fames
the firlt Santified Apofile : And as Fuda
the fourth, is called the Law-giver,  trom
nhom the Scepter fhonld not depart, e, {o
¥obu the fourth is the Difciple of Eminent
Love ; and Love is the Everlafting Grace,
when Faith and Prophefie ceafe. But
gi&riﬁ made no one of them Ruler of the
reft, | :

Proved, 1. No Text fpeaketh any fuch
thing : And the Headfhip of Governing
Power , would have been of fuch grand
neceflity to be known, that Chrift and his
Apoflles muft needs have plainly and oft
inculcated it. ' _
' 2, Peter never Exercifed any {uch Pow.
er ; what mention is there of any Laws
or Mandates of his to the other Apo-
ftles ?

3. The reft never fought to him for
Laws or Ordets. - -

4. The
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4. The Schifm and Gontroverfies of
Chriltians were never decided by appeal-
ing to him as the Judge,

5. When fome at Corinth would have
made him their Head, and faid, / am of
Cephas, Panl reproveth them as carnal,
faying of all , li'hat 2re they but Minifiers,
by whom ye belseved ? .

6. Panlreproveth him, Gal. 2.

7. -The Jewith Chriftians contend a.
gainft him, for Eating with Gentiles, A%,
11. whom he fatisfieth by proof from God,
and not by pleadiug his Supremacy.

8. He never once claimed any fuch
Power. :

9. Pauly 1 Cor. 12, tells us of nonein
the Church greater than Apofiles, Bur the
reft were Apoftles as well ashe, '

1o. No fuch Article was ever pat into
the Charches Creed. ‘

We grant that Chrilt did in inftituting
the Apoftles Office, inftitute a difparity of
Minifters in his Church, and this to be con
tinued in the Ordinary continued parc of
their Works, but not in the Extraordi-
nary. And wegrant that in putting Perer
firt, Chrift intimated, that among men of
the fame Office, there may for Order
fake be a Priority ; as the Prefident of a
Synod or Colledge, or the Fore-man of &

Jury, |
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Jury, or a Chief-Juftice, or the Speaker
of a Parliament : God is not the God of
Confufion , but of Otrder , as in all the
Churches: If a Parifh or an Independant
Church have one grave Paftor, with di-
vers young Affiftants, that were but his
Scholars, natute will give him {ome awing
Preheminence among them.  We are not
again{t fuch a Primacy among Bifhops, or
Arch-Bifhops : But this is nothing to a Go-
verming Office.  And if Peter had had fuch,
what’s that to the Pope of Rome ?

The Twelfth Point accnfed.

That a Woman may be Head, or Supreme
Governefsof the Church in all Canfesy, as
she lare Queen Elizabeth was,

Anf. A cheatby Confufion and Equivo-
cation,

The Church hath two forts of Govern-
ment: One by the Word of God, and the
Keys called Ecclefiattical. The other by
the Sword, called Princely or Magiftratical :
We never had King or Queen that claimed
the former, and none but Enemies of Go-
vernment deny the latter ¢ Queen Elizs-
beth and all our Kings fince have publickly
difclaimed the Prieft by Office of Words,
Keys and Saeraments, which maketh the

S Clergy

M
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Clergy Tryers and Judges what to Preach,
and whom to Baprize and receive to
Church Communion, ablolve or Excom.
municate. Bat ask this Deceiver, AMuft
the Church have mone to Govern by the
~ Sword 2 All Chriflians are the Church, and

fo all Chriftian Priuces ave depofed , be-
coufe they are Chriftians. Or muft the
Clergy have no fuch Government over
them ? Yes, rthe Pope, fay the Papal Ca-
nons; heis Sword-bearer over the Cler-
gy : So you lee what Church-power is come
to. Butl trow, few Papift Kings wil
grant that they have no Sword-Govern.
ment over the“Clergy, left every Prieft
be Mafter of their Houfes, Wives, and
Lives, The King is no Phyficain, or
Philofopher, no Architect, Shipwright,.
Pilot, ¢c. but may hemnot be King and
Ruler of all thele ? He is no Clergy-man
or Prieft, but the Ruler of the Clergy,

But they fay, it muft not be in Canfes
Ecclefiaflical.  Anf. Caules Ecclefiaftical
have two forrs of Government, in order
to two Ends. As if onc be accufed for
Preaching againt God or Chrift, or the
Life to come; or for Perjory, Adultery,
Murder, ¢c. Here the Bifhops are Judges,
(and the Ghurch, ). whether this man be
Guilty snorder. ta.bis Communion or Excomn

. milie

o
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wHnication, OY admonition.

and his Judges are togudge, whether be be

But the King

Guilty , and [o whether to be Imprifoned
Fined, Banifhed, e, fo far as Caufes of
Religion or Church, are to he punifhed
by the Sword , the King is Head or Go-
vernout , and Judge: who would think
that a fort of men that deny this, fhould
have the Face to fay that they are Loyal
to Kings, or any forcing Government:
Muft Kings Burn or “Kill,"as many Thou-
{andsat the Popes command as the Pope
will call Hereticks, and yet never have
power to judge whether ey are fuch,
and do deferve it ? O! hoW much worfe
than Hangmen, would fuch men make
all Kings and Magiftrates! |
Was not all the' Chriftian World in a
fad cafe then, when the Pope was under
the Arrian Goths, and the Subje(y of a
Foreign .Arian muft Rule all Kings and
Kingdoms ? .

o man of Brains can be ignorant that
Popedom or Prelacy, do not always make
men mortified Saints, (that oft have been
fcarce Men, much lefs Chriltians; ) nor
that the Prince hath a great Power, both
in Choofing and Ruling the Clergy that are

-

his Subjeéts, It fell out happily, that

Theodovick the Arian, (and divers Spanifh
: Arian
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Arian Kings,) were an honeft fort of men
but fure they were very mighty Princey
at Rome, when one Subject of an Arriay
6oh , was Ruler of all the Kings and
Souls on Earth, (de jure, 13y our Decei.
vers.) And if the Turk, fhould poflefs
Rome , as he doth C. P. all Kings and
Nations muft be fubjeCt to his Subjet?
And what Power he hath over the four Pa
triarks of C. P, Alexandriay Antioch, and
Ferufalem, is oo well known, :And when
Baroninwsy Binnins, &¢. tellns of famous
Whores, (Marozia, and Theodora,) that
made , and ﬁuled and unmade Popes,
how was . th® World Governed ? 4s it
was {aid by a Lord Mayors Child, tht
he Ruled all' London, faying, my Father
Ruleth London, and my Mother Ruleth
my Father, and I Role my Mother; fo
might {t be faid, thefe Whores Ruled all
the Kings and Nations of Chrittjans on
Earth; (if the Roman claim be Currant,
for they made and Ruled Popes that claim.
ed the Rule of all the World.) O! how
much greater wasa Roman Whore, (Ms-
roxiay Theodorn, ¢c.) than Pallas, Vens,
or the great Diana of the Epbefiars! But
the milchief was, that they were muta
ble, and could unmake a Pope, as well s
- make him, and fet the City and Country

by
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by the Ears: as eEqua Venuws Tencrsss

Pallas iniqua fwir. Andif all Kings muft

be Subjects to the Subject, (or Chaplains)
of him that can win Rome, let us wifh
that he may not be a Mahomeran, Pagar,
oF Arian : And why faid 1 an Arian ,
when an Anti-arian Pope, can Murder
Chriftians by Thoufands, when a Lhcodo-
rick would not have hurt them,

" The Thirteenth Poing avcnfed.

 That Antichrift fhall not be a payticular
man, and the Pape is Antichrift,

Anf. This is Popifh Stating Cafes;
Proteftants find in the Creed, the Name
of Chrift, but not the Name of Antichrift 3
and therefore while they know and tru
Ghrift, they think it not neceffary to Sal-
vation to know _Antichriff : Butthey be-
lieve Chrift,who faid, that n.aay fhoidd come
in bis Name [aying, I am Chrift and deceivs
many, even before the DeftruCtion of the
Fews 3 and rhey believe St. Fobm , that
{aid, there are many Anrichrifls already
The Fathers and Papifts fay, there is fome
one Great Autichrift to come towards the
end of the World: Moft Proteftants
think it is _AweichrifF that is defcrbed, in
2Thef >, and Rew. 12.13,17. To cfon-

ute




(68)
fute King Fames , Bithop. Gesrge Dow.

namey, Dr. Henry More, (above all) Mr.
Mede, Cluverss, Grafferusy, @e. will re-
quire more than this Writers Impertinen.
cies. There are many Proteftants that
think it a meer miftake, that there will be
any ore Antichrift {o Eminent as to oblcure

all the reft: Andthey pretend not to judge,

of Antichriff by the Apocalyps, butby the
Ten Commandments o~ and all the Gofpel:
And they believe, that be is Antichrist thar
furpeth Chrifts Prevogative, and yet op.

pofesh bis Kingdom : And fuch they think

the Eaftern Antichrift Mabomet is the
moft notorions, and the Weftern Antichrif,
the Pope is his Second ; in that he claimeh
Chrifts Prerogative of Governing all Nati-
ons of the Earth as Vice-Chrifl, and yer by

Lies, Malice and Blood, [uppreffech his

true Gofpel, Grace and Kingdom 5 confute
thisif youcan; Amending would be your
beift defence. ’

We doubt not but Antichriffs paft, have
been Individual men, fuch was Barchoche-
b, and fome {ay Herod, and fome Diocle.
fian, but undoubtedly Afahomes : And if
the Pope be the Weltern Anrichrift, itis

the Individual Popes that are fuch; but |

many of thofe Individuals may make 2
Succelfion - of Antichgiftian Policy, Au:

" {ivet
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fwer Dy, More, and Cluverss of this, if
you are able.

We lay not our oppofition to Popery
chiefly, on the dark Revelation, Prophe-
cy, or on the queftion, Who is the Anti-
¢hriit ; But on the plain Word of God:
If we find a Suceeffion of men, clainiing Om-
nipotency and Chriffs Prerogative, to Go-
vern all Kings and Nations on Earth, and
this by bare and bafe Ufnrpation and Novel-
1y and find thefe men [ct up their numerotss,
falfes treafonable, inbumane Canonsy and
forbid and vewvile Gods Law and Word, and
ﬁgw}i them surnsig Gods VWorfbip into unintel-
ligible Mummery and Stage-Shows , and
Ceveinony, and find them living as Leeches
on Blood, yeay onthe Blood of Thonfands
of the befl Chriftiansy and damming and [e-
parating from the far greater part of the
Chriftsan World, becarife they vefufe Sub-
JeCtion to this nfurping Vice-Chrift o and
judging all to Firc and Ruine thar renonnce
not all bumane Senfes, and worfhip not
Bread precinded to be deifyed by daily nnme-
vous Miracles of the bafeft Prieffs , and
depofiug Kings ehat will not be [uch Execk.
tioners, and juftifying theiy Subjects in Per-
jury and I\’dr’cllim ¢ We will not differ
with you for the Name, whether you will
Sall n);'ol'e that are fuch, Amichrijhb or

bil»
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Diaboliffs : Whether fuch a State be the
Babylon , o far worle, as fioning againft
more Light, and by more horrid abule of

the Name of Chrift agaiaft hirlelf.

"The Fonrteenth accnfed Point.

That no man, nor any bus Gody can for-
give or retaip Sins.

Anf. Falle as undiftinguithed,  We
hold, 1. That to forgive Sin, being the
forgiving of the Punifbment of Sin, and
* the obligation thereto, 1. Parents may
on juft caufe forgive Correllive punifhi
ment to their Children , and Malters to
their Servants. _ |
5. Magiltratesmay on jalt caule, for-
give Corporal punithment to Subjedts.

3. Equals may forgive Injuries to
Friends and Enemies. '

4. Paftors may on juft caufe, forgive
the Ghurch penalties, of Excommunica-
tion , which they had power to inflict :
And all the Flock mu{k‘forgive and receive

enitent accordingly. '
thegi? WhenaSinner%yFaith and Repen-
tance, truly pefformeth the Condition of
Gods pardon exprefled in Scriprure, the
Minitters of Chrift ate by Office authort-
zed to declare and pronounce him pardonle)(;
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by God, and by the Sacraments of Bap-
tifm- and the Lords Supper to Inveft him
in a pardoned State, by delivering him a
Sealed pardon : But only Suppofitivelyy If
bis Faith and Repentance be fincere, elle he
hath not Gods pardon of the Divine Punif)-
ment. This is all true and plain, and
enough. .

Bot we deteft their Docrine that fay,
1. That mencan pardon the Spiritual and
Eternal Punithment, any otherwife than
confequently declaring and delivering
Gods pardon, which fhall hold good, if
the Priet refufe to declare or deliver i,

2. Or that Popes or Pricfts pardon,
Purgatory pains, and Mafles, and Money,
and the Redundance of Saints Merits, and
pleafing the Pope, couduce thereto,

Butif you will Speak fo_abfurdly, as
to fay, thatif the King fend a pardon to a
Traytor or Murderer, the AMeffenger par-
doncd bim 5 we leave you to your phrafes.

None of the Texts or Fathers &ited,
fpeak for any more than what we hold.
The Paitors are to declare men pardoned,
that God pardoneth : And while they fo
judge according to Gods Word, it is par-
doned in Heaven: But not if they pardon
the wicked and impenitent.

T be
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’ Th‘e-Fifrcemh accufed Point.

\

Yhat we ought not to confefs oHr Sins ty

auy man but to Godonly. .
Anf. This is a mere impudent Lie.

1. We ought to confels our Sin, to the
Magiltrate at his Judicature, when we are

j éculed of . .
)uﬂz.y :nfl to thole that we have injured,
when iris needful to repair the wrong, or
to procure their forgivenels. ‘

_ And to thofe that we have temptedin-
to Sin, or encouraged in it, when it isneed.

heir Repeuntance,

ful4t.o And to l'oene fzithful bofome Frieud,
when it is needful that fuch know ow

Faults, that they niay watch over us, orf

advileus, or pray for our pardon and de
iverance. .

llvt;r.aﬂmd when in Sicknefs, danger of
Death, or other Affliction, we get the
Paftérs of the Church to pray for us ;5 we
fhould confefs our Sin to them, that they
may know on what caule they lpeak t
God for our forgivenels, |
. 6. And in any cafe of Guilr, Tronbley
Fear, or Difjiculty, in which we nced the
Paftors Countel for our fafety, eale and

{ Conlcience, owr fclves and qther
pedce ’ Friends
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Friends being infufficient hereto, we fhould
confefs our Sins to the Paftors, whofe ad-
vice we feek : As a Patient muft truly open
his Cale to his Phyfician, anda Clyent to
his Councellor, if he will not be deceived, -

- by deceiving them. Is all this no Con-

feffion ? |

But Proteftants believe not, 1. Thatwe
muft gotoa Phyfician for every Flea.bi-
ting, or Scratch, or Cut-Finger, or to a
Lawyer to give him an account of all our
Altions, Money , ot Lands ; nor to Pricfts
in cafes that our felves or ordinary Friends
can fafely and fatisfactorily refolve.

2. Nor that our Confeflor muft needs be

- 8 Papift Pricft, ot one cholen by the Pope,

or our Enemies ; and not by our felves,
3. Nor thit we muft open all our Se-
crets to him; or make any Confeffion, whick
will do.move hurt than good ; nor over far
to truft the Fidelity of a Knave, nor a
fulpecied oruntryed perfon. '

4. And we have ‘reafon to fufpet
them thac are importunate to know our
Secrets,

5. And when Confeffion is required,
as in order to obtain a falle forged pardon,
and to fer up the Domination of Ufurpers
over men's Confciences, and over the
World, it's then unlawful : If Proteftants

E would




4n the Apolties vime. . L
" Anf. Another meer Lie, as undiind -
“guithed. Such Pardons as I before owned
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wilts to confefs all theit|
~ould force bar " felves, {ure are beneficial to the. Churchs

fecret Sins to them, would not this fame
Deceiver fay, it were unlawful ?

The Sixteenth accnfed Points

T hat Pardons and Indulgences were

‘Wete in the Apoftles times: But the fo
pifh feigned pardons were not.

The Sebmtecmh acchfed Point.

That the ltions and-pujﬁoml of the Saim)

do ferve for ndthing to the Church. 77

Jinf. Moft impudent calumny and falle]

od. 1. We hold that the Prayers ¢
Eﬁ the Saints on Earth, are of greh:::::@-

2 ¢ the Churches welfare. -
pof?ngigothﬁt their 'Do&r‘ine, bC?ugf;el,
~and Reptoof is fo too, they being
?ights gf the World, and the Salt 9%1-% _:
‘Earth. o
Ea;. And that their Example i ¢>f.gr,,iJ
benefit to the Charch and World , v
sheir Light fo{hineth before meny thar ¥
ay feethivigood works 5 and glorifit ©
Fatber whivh is:in Feaven. :
" .

4 A

Heb. 12.24, A
M are very ferviceable and beneficial to the
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4. And their Charitable Worksof them-

And {o is their Defence of the Truch,
s. And their Sufferings Glorifie Gods

Power, and his promiles of reward ;
‘and they encourage others to Vitlorious
Conftancy: Do all thefe ferve for no-
‘thing to the Church ?

6. Yea, we ate fo far from holding

‘what he feigneth, that it is not the leait

caufe of our hatred of Poperg, that it
liveth by the Defamations, Slander, Per-

fecution, and cruel Murder of Saints:

7. Yea, as Abels Blood cryed again{t
Casn, fo-the Blood of Martyrs, and dead

‘Saints, cryeth for Vengeauce againft the

Perfecutors of the Church,
8. And {eeing Chrift faith, that the Chil-

~-dren of the Refurre€ion are lize or equal

tothe Angels, we have reafon to believe
that even now they are perfeéled Spirits,
And knowing that Angels

Church on Earth, we know not how far

the Spirits of the juft are fo too.

But we have a {ufficient Mediator and
Advocate with the Father, whole Sacrifice,
Merits, and Advocation are perfect, and
need no fupplement : And the Spirits of
she juft do praile him as faved by his Me-

E 2 l'iu’
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rits, and never boaft that they have of
their own a Redundancy to fave other,
But we all with thankfulaefs confels, that
God ufeth to blefs the Houfes of the Faith.
ful; the Children for the Parents fake,

and hath expreft this in the Decalogue,} &

and- by many Promifes : Yea, that he
~ would have {pared Sodom, had there been
biut Ten Righteosss perfons there : And a Pe.
tiphars Houle, and a Prifon may be blet
in part for- Yolephs fake. - And when Pe
rents are Dead, this bleffing may be on
their Children, through many Generati
ofs. And God remembred 4braham,
when his Pofterity provoked him. . David
had a {pecial promile forhis Seed. None
of this is denyed by us. N
But, 1. Thereisno Merst inany mam
Works, bat their Rewardab.’emf by Gai
free Grace and promife, for tic fake of
Chrifts merstorions Righteoufnels, §4crtﬁu,
and Interceffion , theer Imperfeltion bgu}(
pardoned through him and their Holing
amsable te God. : e
2. No man fhall be faved for anothen
‘Merit, or Holinefs, or Works, thati
ot truly Regenerateand Holy himfelf.

W
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The Eighteenth acenfod Poinr.

“ That no man can do Works of Supererrea
Aatson,
Anf. Supererrogation is a fuftian word
of your own, by which you may mecan
what you pleale. S ‘

1. No man can perform to God, more
Duty than he oweth him: It’s a Contra-
diction 5 Dutyis quod debetnr.

2. No man can profit God by any thing
that he doth. ‘ :
- 8. Noman, fave Chrift, lived wirhout
allSin: And he that finneth doth not all his.
Duty, or keep all Gods Law perfecily.
And he that doth not a#, doth not all and
more, . :
4. There is no Moral good .done by -
any man, which was not his Duty, and
Gods Law commanded not : For Gods
Law is perfe€t, and therefore obligeth to
all Moral pood : And as Sin is the Trani-

-greflion of the Law, {o Moral good is the

conform Obedience'to the Law.

5. God hath not Counfels to Moral afli-
ony which are notobliging Laws, and make
notour Duty. For to keep them is Ao-
ral good, and the Law were imperfelk if
it obliged not to alt fuch good. 1f the,

E 3 Coun-
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Counfel oblige ut norma officiiy it's a Law:
If it oblige not, it’s vain.
6. Butthere are many actions that are
 neither Commanded , not Comnfelled , nor
forbidden ; But thole arenot AMoral atkions,
as being no objeCts of our Choofing or Re-
fufing by Reafons Conduct. The nitlu
oculorum, our Breathing, our Pubfe, the

Circulation of the Blood, &«¢. areno
Moral aéts, Commanded or forbidden, but
neceffitated 1 Man maketh it no aét of de.
liberation and choice, which Foot he fhdll
{fet forward firft, or jult how many Steps
he fhall go in a Day; which of two equal
E%gs he fhall Eat, and an hundred fuch.
T

efe are neither Duty nor Sin, Com-
manded, nor Counfelled, nor forbidden;
neither virtuons or vieions. -

=, And there are innumerable actions,
that are not the Matter of any Coinmen.
Law o Coxnfel, and fo as fuch, are neither
sinnor Duty, which yet as Céircumftantis
ated and Cloathed with Accidents, areto
this or that man either Duty or Sin, .

This not underftood, maketh thefe Ig-
norant Ca/fiifts abule the words of Chrilt
and Paul, about Chaftity, and Marriage.
And becaufe Chrift {aith, every man ¢an-
w0t veceivethis Saying, and Panly fhe bath

ot Sinned : He thar Marrieth deth mlg
) ' an

Taft Confiderations,
' no Law commanding or forbidding Aar-
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and he that doth not, doth better 5 they ga-
ther that there are Moral attions which
are ot beft, and yet va Sem.

The true plain folution is from the two
1. God hath made

riage, ot Celibate as [uch, ot in Common,
To Marry is no Sin, confidered meerly
as Marriage- 2. But God hath made
Laws agamft Lareful and injurions Adara
riages, and to guide” men to know, when
Mairying is a Duty or a Sin. 3. And if
any ones cale were {0 neutral , as that it
could not be difcerned, whether Marrying
were a hurt o1 benefit, it would be no Mo«
ral, eligible or refuleable action. 4. But
to fome it is a great Dmy by accidentsy
and to fome a great Sin. Therefore Pant
never meant that it was no mans duty, and
110 mans finy but only thac fmply as Mar-
riage it was na mans duty or [in, or the,
matter of o commanding ot forbidding Law,

but only by accident, it may befuchto one

more than to another.

‘Fhat this is Pasls meaning, the Papifts
muft confels, For 1. Do not they fay
that the Marriage of Priefts, Fryars and
Nuns are Sin? 2. 1f any one Marry an
Infidel , or utterly uoluitable "Perfony
withous neceffity , againft Parents.wills,

| E 4. or:
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or one that isimpotent, or hath the Pox,
or that he cannot maintain, ¢c? Is not
this a hainous Sin ? What elfe fignifie
Gods-‘Law,! and mans, againft unlawful
Marriages. '

- And if one cannot live chaftly without
Marriage, and Parents command ir, it is
not a Sin to refufe ? The Law faith, Let
all things be done to Edification, andwhether
ye Eat or Drink, or whatcver ye do, Ao al
to the glory of -God. And is it only Coun:
fel and no Command, to Marry or not
Marry, asit makes to Gods Glory or 2
ainft it? There are few a&tions of a mans
Life, that make fo much to his hurt, and

utter milery, asunwife and unmeet Mar-

rying. Andis thisno Sin ? May they not
fee Panls meaning then, if they were but
willing ? It is hard to imagine a cafe'in
which fo important'an ation as Marriage,
ean be neither Sin nor Dury., '

2. But fometime men ufe the word
[ Sin,] and [ Sinners,]] for meer Wick:
ednefs, and (uch Sin as is inconfiftent with
a ftate of Salvation. And we eafily grant,
that all Sins are not fuch Sins as thele: But
Gods Law is perfect , tho’ man be im-
perfed, and forbiddeth all Sin, even the

le’aﬂf' ‘ _ '

3. But’
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5. But fee the Herefies of Popery?
This man here faith, [ To do thar which is
Connfelled, is not neceffary, becunfe one may
neverthelefs be [aved : But_he who omitteth
what is commanded, (unlefs be do pennance,)-
cannot efcape Eternal pains.] -

1. See here what a frivolous Counfefler

they make Chrift, whenit’s not neceffary’
tofallow his Counfel.
" 2. See here how they make Neceffity to
be only of that whicha man cannot be fa--
ved without : When Saul a Perfecutor,.
and Blafphemer, an Infidel, Murderer,cro-
may be faved, if he be truly Convited::
Obedience hath it's Neceffity, tho® we knew:
that God would forgive Difobedience, to:
the Convidted. =~ . '

3. See here how they damn themfelves
and all mankindy every man living omisterh:
what is commanded many. hundred times,.
for which he doth not that which they cal
Pennance. He is a Lyar, that faith he
bath o Sin, {pecially of Omiffion. Gods:
Law bindeth us all to Believe, to Hope,,
to defire Holinefs and Heaven, to love:

- God and our Neighbours, and our Ene. -
~ mies, with a ftronger degree of Faith,.

Hope, Defire, and, Love; than we doz
Every Prayer, and Meditation is finfully
defective s Every hour halti.h {foms omiﬂ‘u:;f

; i
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of improvement : And all this is not re-
membred, nor all contelt to a Prieft, nor
all known or obfetved by any Sinner:
And fome omiffion we are guilty of otour
very Death, by gradual defect of Faith,

Hope , Patience, Love, Content, and {

Joy. And mauft all thefe goto Hell ?

4. Seeing by Penance they mean not
bare Repentance, but making God fatis.
fa€tion by atask, of Penalty laid on them
bya Prielt, ye{ee howthey damn them-
felves, would be the Mafters of all others
Salvation, by their Pennances. '

g. But it’slike that Purgatory is inclu. |
them in Pennancesy or elle no |

ded by
man fhould go to Purgatory, but all to
Hell: For all have many omiffions of
commanded Duty, which they did no
Pennance for in this Life, - |
6. But you fee of how fittle value they
judge Chrilts Sacrifice and Merit, that
pardoneth no omiffion of a dury withot
Pennance, andSatisfaltion truly,

The Nineteenth acenfed Point,

Thar by the fal of Adém, we have all
boft onr Free-willy and that st is wit in oWt

\

Arfs
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uf. Reader, 1'muflt deﬁf&"t eenot 'ta
juggefof all the Learned Papifts, hy this
Deceiver : Forifithou haft rcad the loads
of Voluminous Comroverﬁe-s‘nboul: Grace
and Free-will among themfelves, it will.
remaiv doubtful to Lhee,x_vhethgrth:s mans
ftating the Protefiants Doctrine, prove:
him ignorant of it, or a willing Cheater..
Be tells you not,that thisis as much a Con~
troverfie among themfelves, as with the-
Proteftants. I-%e tells you not, how 'A“g"‘_
fline and Palagins managed is, and thaf-_
their Pope Celeftine took Auguftines pasts-

‘He tells you not, that the Thomiftsy Dorie-

icans, Oratorians, and moft Nominalsy.
:hcd Sc;ri/f:,.fay as much againft Free-will.
as we do, and we as much for it as tht‘ely.

He fuppofeth that you nevex read what.
Lombard, Aquinas, Bradwardinc, Cajcl.

sane , Fervarienfis , Znmel; Bannez, A&.
varez,, oHgedins Romiy Ca reolus, and:
a Multitude more, fay as much, and many.
mote, againft Free-will, than the Prote-

ftants: Ele tells; you, not that even.the-
Learned Fefuits, Siarez., Vqunez,.Bﬁ-
larmine, with Penottus, and- many fuc b
are as much againtt Free-will , as moit.
Learned Proteftants, Theman takes you-
fora Herd of filly Animals , that knm:fi |
pos. but that he faith true,. what ialﬂao&
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foever he thall tell you: But the truth of

the Controverfie is this : _

" 1. The Proteftants loath {o filly a fta-
ting of Controverfies, as this. chat of
Free-will without diftinétion: And fo of
Power. '

- 2. They know that. Phyfical, Movral,
and Political Frecdom of will, are not all
one thing. Phyfical Freedom or Power, i

that by'which the watural faculty of the

will , can determine it [elf to acl, (uot
without a fuperiour Caule, bur) without

any extrinfick or intrinfick Coallor, or ne:

eeffirating canfe of Evil, L
Moval Freedom and Power, is that by

which the will is-from under the overftrong

Byas of a vicioss - Difpofition, ot deceitful
'_Argl':mmt.~ . a

3. Political Freedom is, when no Lavi 1.

of God- or Man obligeth him to any Evil,

but xll to good. |
Protheftants hold, 1. That Phyfical Ls-
berry and Power, is common to man, as

man, . That is, that he wants not nararal .

facultiesto choole aright, but a right.
Inclinatsons And that he finneth not for
want of fuch fucalties , but for wane of
their right difpofition and aCtion,

2. That all men have juft fo much, and - §

no m.ore Moral Liberty andspower, as ;‘hey
, ave
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have of Geds Grace,. to Relieve their viti-
ated wills and ditpofitions, and to help them
in theact. No man is freed from vitiom
Inclinatsons, further thav Gods Grace-freeth
him, which is much more where there is
fpecial Grace and [trong, than where there
is but common Grace or weak. And that
the Thraldom ot Inpotenzy of the Vitious,
is but the difeafe of their wills, and aggra-
vation of their Sin: ¢. g.  Where the -
Drunkard or Fornicator laith, I cannot
forbear my Sin: He is {o much the worfe

and more unexcufeable,
3. Every man hath fiot only Political Li-

. berty to avoid Sin, but mach more, even
- Gods urgent’ Precepts, Promiles , -and
- Threats: God doth not only give ws

Leave, but commandeth s not to Sin,

- 1. It is the very Effence of the will to
be a natural power or faculty of willing good
and nilling evily as fughy as [0 appehended
by the intclect 5 and commanding the infe-
rior faculties, fome politically, and fome de-

. [posically, fome difficultly, fome eafily, fowe

perfeétly o fome smperfeltly , according to
58°s vefolution and their receptivity,
3. Libertas hominis, when a man may
kave what he choofeth, is more than Li-
bertas Voluntatis, which is but the Mode
of it's lelf descrmination ; as without cen-
Jrraint
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frraint itis-a felf determining principle, of
its own elicite alls , confidered comparic
tively.

Which is, 1. Liberty of contradifion,
ot Exercife, viz, to will ornor will, il
or not nill, 2, Liberty of Conrrariery, or
Specification of the A&t , viz. To wil
this or nill 4. 3. Liberty of Competition,
to will This object or That+ To nill This
or That, (of which fee Robert Baronim
his Metaphyficks.) |

The will hath fuch various forts of Lit
- berty, and the word [ Freewill] isfo
ambiguous, that it is a fhame, and irk{ome
toread a pretended Teacher y ftate”a cafe
thus indiftin@lly , Whether we have Eree
will or power to choofe good and refufe- evil:
He i5 no man that hath no fuch Free-vil
“and power. And no man hath all forss ofs
Free-will and power, = Nay, as Ziberry is
oppofed to Nece(fity, every man is rectffs
tated to will Good as Good, and mill Evil s
Ewi/, and can do no otherwife : And when,
" ever he willeth Evil, it is fub ratione bory:
miftaking it for good: Ahd who-ever #il
lith good, doth it falfely, fub vatione nialh
The will is free from Conflraint to Sin:
God'will not fo conftrain it : Men, De-
vils, Objecls, cannot. He that had read
but cheir Pennartis and- Gibienf

woud |
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would fee what a fhame it is thus conlu-

fedly to talk for or againlt Freeavill.
But that which Proteftants deny, is this.

1. They deny that mans will in his nnre-

generate State, is free from a Piriows Incli-
nation, or from the Condut of an Erring
Intelleét, or from the Byafs and Tempta-
tion of Senfuality. or viriated Senfes’ and
Imagination y or frem the Temprations of
Satan and the World. '

2. They deny that the will thus Vitia-
ted and Tempred, will ever deliver it felf
without Gods Spirit and Grace ; being ra-

ther inclined to grow worfe.

3. They deny that this Grace is perfet
in any in this Life, as without all defeci in
degree, or totally freeth any man from
all Sin: and therefore they deny that
anl. mans will is perfettly and incul-
pably free from every degree of vice
and danger. .

4+ And as that degree of common
Grace whichis inthe unregenerate, is but
fuch as confifteth with the predominance
or Reign of 5in, fo that will -of every un-
regenerate man in that praviry, isas a flave

~to i’ own vitious difpafition, and to Er-

rour , Objects , and Temptations:, being
not delivered as to the predominance.

5 Yet
]
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5. Yet we believe that common Grace
is fuch, that thefe men are not utterly void
of all good Inclination , and knowledge
and therefore' that in Aoral Sence, every
man can do more good, and lefs Evil than
he doth: And that men perifh, becaufe not
only they will wor (by pravity) do what
they have nataral frength to do, but alfo
becaufe they mwill not choofe and do what
_ morallg they might have chofen and doney

as.to the wills own power, \

6. And we fill fay, that whenever a.
man finneth, it was not becaufe it was n4a-

tarally smpoffible to do otherwife , (asto
. touch the Moon, to fee without Eyes, or

through the Earth, &c.) nor for want of

natural faculsics; nor doth God by Grage,
give man other -natural facuities, making,
him an Animal of another Species:. But
men fin becaule they will fin, and they
wsll becaufe they are temped and now vits-.
onfly inclined 5 from which their wills are
made free only in that meafure, that Qods.
Grace doth fanctifie them. L

If our Prieft would. have told us,. what
thereis in oll this Doctrine. of Free-will,
that be dare accale, (and what dare he
not cceufe,) we fhould have feen caule
‘vo confider of his Arguments : But now he
citeth Scripture asin'a Dream,.

1

Thé ’
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The Twentieth accufed Point.

Thas it is z'mpo[]fbk to keep the Command-
ments of Gody the' affifted with all his .

Grace and the Holy Ghoft.

Anf. Siill meer Confufion, Preteftants
ditinguith , 1. Impoffibility as natural or
Moral ; 2. Of Grace as perfeél or Imperfelty
and as determitately Operative, ot only
Affifting and not Desermining.

"“And they hold, 1. That no Duty is Im-
poffible, ( or the.performing of no Com-
mandment,) by meer Phyfical Impo[fibility :
The reafon is, becaufe God commandeth -
no Phyfical Impoffibles: Such as before
named, to fpeak without a Tongue, to
fee without Light or Object, to know
things not knowable or revealed , to
read without any Teaching or Leasn-
ing,' e,

If a manindeed difable himfelf, as put

" out his Eyes that he may not read, or cut

out hjs Tongue that he may not Preach;
the dilabling aét is vitioufly aggravated,
from all the good to which he difabled
himfelf, as if it fill had been his Duty :
But we cannos fay that God ftill command-
eth' him when Blind to Read, or when
Dumb to Speak, ¢¢. Indeed God chang-

eth
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ethnot his Law ; but recipitur .ad modum
recipientis : 'The man hath changed his
Capacity, aud isnow no Subject capable
of fuch an Obli%arion or Command ; tho'
he be capable of punithment for dilabling
himfelf, and Non-performance : Sinisno
further Sin" than it is Volontary, by the
wills Omiffion or A, immediately or me-
diately.

2. But that it is Morally by our pravity
now lmpoffible, for any man to keep all Gods
Commandments and never Sin what needs
there more than fad experience of the mat.
ter of Fact,

1. Did he everknow the man himfelf,
that from his fitlt ule of reafon to hisDeath
did fpend every minute of his time as God
commanded him, and did Believa, and
Love God and Man, and all good, with
asgreat Loveas God commanded him?
And was as free from every Fault,
Thought, Paffion, Defire, Fear, Care,
Trouble, Plealure, Word and Deed a8

God commanded ? He would b= o {mall

Sinner that were fo felf ignorane, proud,

unhumbled , as to fay that he is .no

Sinner. o
2. Why elfe do thele Priclts force all
men to confefs their Sins to then, il men
be fuch as never finned 2 .

| 3. Why
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3. Why do they compofe all their Li-
turpies and Offices for their Churches,
with Confeffions of Sin; and Prayers for
Forgivenels ? o
4. Why do they Baptize all, if they
have 0o Sin? And in what Sence do they
give them the Eucharift ? |
5. How little ufe do they feign fuch
men to have of a pardoning Saviour ?
. 6. In what Sence -fhall fuch fay the

" Lords Prayer, Forgive s our Sins ot Tref-

pafles ? :

7. Doth not the Text exprefly call him
a Lyar that faith he hathno Sin; as afore-
faid: And Chrift condemn ‘the Pharifee
that juftified himfelf, and joftified the

- confefling Publican ?

‘Bu it's like he will fay that he did not
mean, that any man doth kecp all the Com-
mands, but that he can do st tho’ he do
not. .Axf. Iagain fay, 1. He can as to
natural frrength, if he were but perfeitly
and conffantly willing : But it cannot be that
he fhould be fo willing without Grace, and
Graceis not perfect m this Life. 2. The
more he boalteth of his Power to keep all
Gods Laws , the more he condemneth
himfelf that can and willnor. 3. And fru-
fiva fit posentia que nungudam & & nemine
reducitur in aftum : ) he confels that ve

mas
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man doth it, he muft confefs {uch a Moral
impoffibility ‘as the Prophet meant, that
faid, Can'the Leopard. change his Spots, or
the Blackmore his Skin? Then may they
that are accufomed to do Ewil, learn io
do well, . |

But perhaps he meant not that it is poffi
- ble to keep all the Commands, for all oar
Lives, butfor fome flore time ? 1 aniwer,
1. While a man hath the ufe of his Rea-
fon, he doth not reach the commanded
degree of Faith, Love, Joy, Heavenly-
nefs, one moment of time : But indeed,
when a manis afleep, in a Swoun, an Ap-
plexy , fark mad, ¢c. he may, for.that
time break no Commandy nor keep any.

But perhaps he fpeaketh but of fincere
Obedience, and not ‘of abfoluse finlels per.
feCtion. Anf. If fo, he is a deceiver to
feign that wedeny it: But their Do&trine
of Perfeftion and Supererogation iscon-
trary. |

do withons Grace, bue by it’s affiffance.
Anf. Grace maketh no man abfolutely (in
lefs, and perfect in this Life.

Let him knowy that Proteftants do not
enly fay that man by Gods Grace may
keep Gods Commandments fincerely, (tho'
not- finlefly and perfetly, ) bur char no

man

v

Obj. But be fpeaketh not what man can
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min of Age and Reafon fhall be faved
that doth notfo. -~ :
2. And that tho’ all our Obedience be
impetfelt , the Imperfeltions are pardo-
ned, and our Obedience accepted and re-
warded, for the Merits of the perfet O-

_bedience', Sacrifice, and Interceflion of

our Saviour.
The One and Twentscth accufed Point.

That Faith only Fustifieth, and that good
Waorks are not abjolutely neceffary to Sal-
vation, ) o

Anf. Many wordy Controvetfies are
made about things, that in Sence men are
commonly agreed in. 1. We all believe
Gods Word, thatthey were deceived that
thought they could be juftified” either by
the Law of Innocency or Nature, or the

- Law of Mofes, orany meritorious Works

of their own,without,or as a fupplement to
the Sacrifice, Merits and free Grace of
Chrift our Saviour, and Faith in him,

2. By Faith is meant Chriffianity : In
the Golpel it isall one to bea Belicver, a
Difciple of Christ, and to be a Chriftian.
The Chriftian Faith is that which is ex-
preft in the Baptifmal Covenant, believing *
in and giving up our felves to, God the

| Father,
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ather, Son, and Holy Ghoft : To Chril
fs our,Prop}]et, Priek and King, ro be
{aved by his Merits and free Grace: -And
this is pat in oppofition to the Works of
. Adam’s ot Mofes Law, or any other that
qre conceited to fuffice and mertt, without

the forefaid Redemption by Chrit. ~And |
is not this the true Doctrine of all true

iftians ?

C-hzr.tﬁlf'hefe pood Works that are eut O-
bedience to the Law of Chrift, are but the
performance. of our Baptifmal Covenant,
. and the Fruits of Faith, withoor -which it
is dead Hypocrifie, and are of ablolue
neceffity to Salvation , to, all that have

ime to do them. - o
tm}\guinﬁ the charge, That we are Sinnets
deferving Hell, weare jultified by Chrift
“pelieved in ¢ Agaih&--the acoulation, That
“we are Infidels, Ungodly, Hyp‘ocrtre’g,
we muft be juftified by our Faith, Godli-

and Works, or perifh. X
neg,utwe do alfo:l'lold, 1. That if a man

be convicted, as the “Theif on the Crofs, |

-and fhould die fuddenty nqqquard'good
:?t?ich he cannot do, is ablointkly necefls-
-yy to his Salvation, but only his inward
Faith, Love, and Repentance, and Cot

feffon if able. |
2, We

(9%)
2. Wedofirmly hold, that Works done

with a conceit of obliging God by Merit,

in commutative Juftice, or as conceited
{ufficient without a Saviour, and the par-
don of their failings, are fuch as more fur-
ther Damnation than Salvation, ar leaft
in thofe that hear the Gofpel. -

3. .And ,we are no Papills, and there-
fore- believe not that ignorant words of
Prayer in a Tongue not underflood, and

" wearing Reliques, and going on Pilgrima-

ges, and needlefs confelling to Prie(ts, and
fubjetion to an.univerfal Vice-Chrift, and
living upon the Blood of Saints, Murde-
ring the Living, and prayiog to the Dead,
and the Sons honouring their Days, Re-
licks and Monuments, whom their Fathers
Burnt or Perfecuted ; thele are not Goed

“Works neceflary to Salvation, as is plain,

Math, 23. and Rewvel. 14. 17, 18, .
Wedo, with Paxl, renounce all Works of
our own, that are thought to make the
Reward to be of Debr and not of Grace,

and thatare fet in the lealt oppofition or

competition with -Chrifts Merits, or auy
place fave commanded Subordination to
him.

The-
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The 'Two and Tmentieth 4ceu/}d Point:

That no Good [Vorks are Meritorioms. -
Anf. The word AMerit is ambiguous,
and fo abufed by Papilts, that indeed the
Proteftants are (hyer of it thanthe Fathers
_were, left the ufe of it fhould cherith the
ufe. . :
abl‘ There is Merit of man, and of God,
5. And this in Commutative Juftice (con
ceited,) or only in Governing diftributive.
Juftice. 3. And this is either according
to the Law of Innocency or Aofes, or ac-
cording to the Law of Chrift. .
Now Proteftants hold, 1. As to the.
Name, that afios and «ie, worthy and
worthine[s, are Scripture words,. and may
beufed ; and Merit is but of the fame fig-
nification, and we condemn not the Anci-
ents that foufed it: But the worlt Seuce
_muft not be cherifhed. |
2. Do they hold, 1. That no Creatute.
can merit of Godin Commurative Juftice,
that giveth quid pro quo to his Benefjr:
God receiveth not from Man or Angels-;
anlefs he will call Acceptance and Com-
lacence Receiving. - o
pa} None but éhri[t metited of firifl

" Governing Fuftice, according to the La\OV‘

( 97

of Sencelefs Linocence; nor by any Works
that will lave man from'the charge of Sin
aid defert of Dearh, .. - T T

3. All-ac Age thot will be faved, muft
have good Works according to. their Capa-
city, for Chriff is the Author of Salvation,
2o all thofe that obey him, Heb. g. g.
‘Tho? they obey not an unknown Prie(t
at Rome., o

Butall thefe Works. ave our * Obedienca
to Chriffs own healing Government, fuch
as the Laws of a Phyfician to the Sick.

" And we all agree, that he will Judge (thae

i, Fuftifie or Condemn in. Judgment) &
‘men according to thesr Works, that is, acs
‘eording to the Law and it’s prommlgation,
by which in their feveral Ages and Nati.
cons he governed them. '

- 4. Your own Daclors that know whae
they fay, tell ns, thatby Merir,they mean
nothing buc the Rewardable quality of theiv
aitsy relaced ro Gods promife through Chrift
Merits,  And doth any Proteftant Church
deny this ?

The Three and Twenticth aconfed Point.

. Thas Faith once had, cannot poffibly ke

loff
R
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‘ gnf. Still confufed flander and deceit.
gr'g;eﬁants hold, 1. That the Faith n‘gt
rooted, prevalent and [amg} is frequently
foft, fuch as you call fides info rme'v.b ”
5. That even fincere Faith may be lof,

astothe AG for fome little time, that is, ¥

D N )
1 in a deliquinm , as Verers o
::‘l‘lgfg’d eLduk. 24 thgt {aidy W+ gruﬂed. this
h“;besghh:t, g;%'y lofe to ‘;he Déathgj'oz)::
deoree of theit habitieal Faich.
degr“é)tgtth:k:éydd;iffer in the reft, juft as
you do among your delves, Domshicans
[ oc‘l1 Fefuitss 1. Sowe think ghat_ no ﬁne
) antz\.e.at leaft) in a State.of {uch -‘F?‘lt as
&: pfgfent would have favedh'hﬁ‘inf:tt r:;f;
lofe it. 2. Some thinkt
;\m:cle‘ SI')ut fuch loleable Grace as Adam hadd-
: As being not Elect to Salvatton, ab
':l;erefme not in Gods dectee of Pret_ervn;
tion and Perleverance, 2. As hﬂvmgnd
Faith not Rooted and C{_)nﬁr_mfi £ A
that thele may fall from a juftifie | Suate
‘But that , €. Thef lEle{’t. 2. Nor
d, never fall av
?42?3;:“ e]u,dgment, and h;j\ fgl.l:\;/;\:;i,?:!
2 ] 1d |
which fee Poffii Thefes. At that 1
that feigneth this proper to.
::ét‘;?tx;i‘}s, wherg the Controverlie is the

{ame among themfelves ? i

-

i

| away. This wa).
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The Four and Twentieth accufed Poine,

That God by bis will and snevitable ds-
sreey hath ordained from all Eternity, wha
fhall be Dasned and who Saved, :

Anf. What a falle Deceiver is this,
that would make us believe, that this is
proper to the Proreftants, when it is the
Common Doctrine not only of the Dosmi-
nicans, but of the very ye}m themfelves,
and all their Church. ,

1. None of them dare fay, that men
are Damned or Saved without Gods fore-
knowledge, nor againft his abfolute will,
by overcoming his Power, R

2, Nooe of them dare fay, that this
fore-knowledge of God was not from
Eternity, but thar he knew one day what
he knew not before, .

3. All that the Fefuirs themfelves fay,
is, that God decreed it upon this fore-
knowledge, and that he hath a Scientia
mediay what will come to pafs, pofiess qHia
bufdamy if tuch and fuch things be done
by man § and that this- fore-kriowledge in
ordér of - Nature: is before the Decree,
but both from Eternity. ButCardin Came-

racenfis ( Pervas de Aliaso,) hath irvefrd-

gably confuted this impofing Priority and
Fa Pofte-
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Polteriority of act on God ; tho' I think
fome Divine ats as denominated only
Relatively from the order of Objells
~.may be o diftinguifbed. a

. 4« Inallthis, wefay not, that God hath
by his wéll and decrec ordaincd from Liter-
nity, (ot in time) that men fhatl fiu, ot
will and choofe Evil, but only who fhall be
Damned for fin, which God never willed
or caufed, but forefaw 3 notas if "he were
an idle SpeCtator, buta willing falpender
"of his own a€ls, fo far asro leave Sinners
g0 their felf-determining wills.

But God being the caule of Good, !

303 Men and Devils of Evil, our Salvation
is of him , and our Deltiuction of our
felves ;- and therefore God decreeth not
,Men’s Salvation or San&ification, meerly
.on forcfighe of our Faith, but decreeth
our Faith it felf: Siu he , permiteth,

byt Faith, he effecteth, and decreeth to

EfigCt.

.+ -6, As for them that feign that we fay,
‘that God decreeth that fome fhall be Saved
and, others Damned however they Live;
At is but the diftates of the Father of Lies:
We fay that Goa ‘at; once decreeth.ihe
‘Eund, and the Means ; as he doth not gd¢
_creg that men {hall live though they neither

Eatnor Drink, nor that they (hall have
' o Com,

——
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orn, though they neither Plow nor Sow.
but that they ﬂlallyE:zt and Dri:{{ ng;cls?x;
thereby ; and that they fhall Plow and
Sow, and mannure the Soil, and fohave
Som. “ So God doth at once decree,
[ that this and that man (hall have the
means of Grace, (efpecially a Saviour
. ai:]d tlfe Golpel,) and fhall faithfully uté:
- ;em, and be Sandlified by them, and’
. lncerely obey God, and overcome ther .
‘ Warld, the Flefh and the Devil, and:
: perlevere o the End, -and that for
“ '(éhnﬂs Merits he will give them the
“ & ;:cean(g bbrlis"sp;:“’ and pardon their-
_Sins, a g them to Glor |
this is our Decrepgdf'Godfo Glory.'j: Al
; But he doth’ not' decree- that ‘men (hall
In, that they may be'Damned : For fii is
go \;]York of God,:‘nor-a means appointed
hy, im for Men’s Damnation, fo- tnore
than-a -Rigliteous King doth”muke men
Traytors or Marderers, that he mag Hang
them. But he juftly d=nyeéth his Grace to
gfn‘]y that forfeic it by willfl Refiftance,
ilobedience, and Contempt ; thbﬁgh he
ta{k}e{ npt(;heforfeiture of hisEle®, .-+ . ..
*- Heis deceived and wrongeth: Ggd't
maketh himthe Author of I\%én‘s'ﬁ: ?_;Rhna;
fo doth™ he that-feigneth God to fend- his
Son to redeem the World, and his Word
F 3 and

(12
¢
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and Miniftersto call them, and his Spirit
to renew them, and all this at Random,
not knowing whether it may not be all loft,
or leaving it thiefly to the Free-will of
them,
and vitiated ? Whether Chrift and all his
Preparations fhall be loft ? »

The plain Chriftian that holdeth but
to thefe two points, that our Deftruttion 4
of our felves, but our belp. and Salvation of
God, and that God is the firft and chisf canfu
of all good, and Men and Devils of all
 Evil, is liker to be wile with Sobriety and
Safety , than the Ignorant Intruders into
Gods Secrets, and. the prating Calumnia
tors- that fpeak Evil-of the things - which
they underftand not ;. and repreach thofe
that fpeak notas Rafhly and lgroranly as
themlelves, even infome equivocal unex-
plained words - o
.. Methinks Papifts fhould be fo kind - to
God, as feeing the Pope can tell who is a

DPamned Heretick, and to be kilPd, (even - |

all that believe not in the Pope, or are not
his Subjeéts, ) and who is in Pargatory,
and how long he thall ftay there : Ot how
many yeare Torment the . Pope can thor-
jen:: ‘They fhould allow God to know a
bittle, -more, and that not as one whole

Power and Grace is Conquered by im-
e . _ potent -
\

whofe wills are contrarily inclined -
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potent Worms, againt his abfolute Will.

The Five and Twentietb accnfed Poing.

That every one ought Infallibly to affure
himfelf of his Salvation, andto b,e”lie'vegzht,'
he is of the number of the Predeéﬁnme.

Anf. 1 would fain excufe the man as far
as | can, and therefore I hope, that as the
man was excufable that did eat Snakes for,
Snigs, .(or Eels,) {o he read fome Pamph-
les of an Autimonian, either Crifp ot Sair-
marfly, or fome othet fuch, or talks with
fome of their filly Novices, and thoughthe
lhia;i Qoqvers:id \\ﬁgh the R‘gforme'd Cathov
cks, oryead:. the Gonfeflions of e
formed Churches, . mofthe Re.
- The firfk. .Sentence is a Fundamental

- Truth , and a dawmnable Falflood
' . t
. Equivocal words are varioufly uncferﬁ;og?

And is it not pity that the Priefts of t
lofallible Church, - thonld put things ?o d?j?-
ferens {uto the fame words, and that in an
acculation of fo many Churches and Nati-
ons ; when yet God himfelf is feigned by
them to write by his Spirit fo Unintelli
gibly, that without thetfe Doors skilful
f::p?&ﬁtn;)(ni‘- it is but like to make men He-
eticks, (that is, Adverfaries.toshe Pope
and,hxsblergyl);-’t (- Mfe,s' mhﬁ ?."OPS
Fas. ' Te




w—

( 104 ) '

To dﬂ?;re our felw; of our Salvation [may

 mean, togive all diligence to make our Sal-

wation infallibly fure ¢ This-every--one

tto do.], . L o
.Qu%)hr itmdy]mean, that cvery” mian ongb:
¢o believe it as an infallfble Trarh, that he

hall be faved.] The next Sentence leem-

‘th to make this his meaning in the firft ¢
:;ﬁt"htizhn;? if be, he isafalle Cal_uyhn':;'t‘o'r,
: Reformed Churches, - < "'
dg‘;t'ifihé firft be his meaning,’and hé
deny it, he is an open Enemy to"‘Mlan?
ion. .
Sal\‘)’stl::t is all the Scripture for, and allour
Religion, but to make fure of our -Salva-
gion? 2 I,’H. 1+ 10, Give all dt‘lzgcncc to

. nake yonr Calling and Eletion fure. And if

' ‘can be fure, to 'what'»-piirpofe ‘hath

nGool:lmnmca%t:e fo mur’ly ‘promifes- of it , ex-
reffing the Conditic:ins‘, h(tpftha?( ethaaltl l;g;
i e God, that for

E;e:;e,) tli‘t?l tnlg vman-"c{;n know whether l;]e
oerform the Condition, -and that he is with-

Zn this promife ? why doth God laydown'

fo many figns to difference: the Children of

God from thé Children of the Devil, if

¢hey cannot be difcerned ? Sure Heaven

. and Hell be not like ;' and yet are-the Heirs

A 'Hell undiftinguithable ?-'fs
Oﬂ‘Heaven and He‘ = -l‘.{' l'l.Lké"
the Image of God and the' Dgvil-lo :‘h e

et —
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that none can know -them afunder 7. No,
not the man that hath had themn both 7 - And
why doth God fo aften call on Believers to
Rejoyce, if they cannot know whether
they fhall be in Heavenaud Hell for ever,?
If youlay, be is nor fure to perfeverey ma=
ny Papifts grant that the Confirmed may.
-And why may not Bradford, Hooper; San-
‘dersy and Thoufands elfe, that are Dying.
by the Sacred blood-thirfty Church, beal-
fured wheiithey are Dying, that they-have-
forfaken Life and all for Chrift. * .- 1+
& But-opertet mewdacem effe menmorem: fHill's
Why do younot-tell men when the Pope
-5 lelling them .Pardons, and faving: them:
out of Purgatory, that when all’s:done
they can have no aflurance of Salvation 2
yea, that they ought not to endeavour to«

‘make it fure 7 And whole. now is-the {hfe

@hurch and Religion, if a Papift can ne-

‘ver be fure that he thall be faved in yout
: Church and-Religion ; nor fure thar he-is-
‘in a State of- Salvation 2 That isy that he-

is a crue Chriftian, and hath Charity,- and -
. L. )

is an honeft man ?-

2. A man that hath got true and’clear

‘Evidence that he hatha Confirmed Faith, .

and Fope , and loveth God, as God abode

- all, ‘ought confequently. to take it for -an

infallible Truth, that {o Dying,- he fhall
| S

h) bas
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péifavad ;- Ellfe he mult cither give God
the Lie,
be fuppofed to be deceived when he think-
.eth that he believeth and loveth God., -

- Bur that every man muft belicve that
he is.of the
o Salvation, is a damnable Doctrine, be-
caitfe it requireth all the Millions of ungod-
:ly nien to believe-a, Lie,

that hath promifed ity or he muit

Number of the Predeftinate

yea to believe it

\

‘as aDivine Truth, and o make God both
she Author of

the Liz, and of the deceit

of our {elves. by this Command. Aud

lien Millious ate :not ‘of .the Nuwmber of
~sanclified,

weftinate,
.qmote harden them in their Impenitence,
than to tell them thatthey muft all believe
ahap-they (hall be faved !
ehﬂhdrbds;thoteﬂallt.fBo‘olcs,
Sermons ; tell
Preachers earneft
men from {uch Prefumption, which makes

and therefore not of the Pre-
if they fo coutinue, what can

How many
and - thoutand
drift, to fave Wicked

nten call them terrible Preachers ! Every

the World that it is the !
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. ‘The Six.and Twentieth ac'mj_’c.d "I.’b:'ﬂgl -

. That every man bath not an Angel Guara
dian by Keeper. ' |
*.Anf. 1. We hold thatevery true Chri-
{tian, even the leaft, hath his Angel who be-
holdeth the Face of his Father in Heavens
And.thai Angels are Gods Miniftring Spi-
its, for.the good of his Elect ; an& ,that

. they guard vsand pitch their Tents about:

|
|

anan is bound to believe Gods promile t !

be true,
if ve be a true penitent fanétified Chriftian,
and fo continue, and that el{e he thall be |

AJamned ; and ot to diftrut God as un-
willing to continue the Grace he hath gi.

The

1en him,

and that he himfelf fhall be faved

us, and bear us up in their Hands, and.
keep us in and from Danger, and rejoyce
at the Converfion of a Sinner, and that we
Jive in invifible Communion with them,.
and fhall be like them, . . :

2. But whether every Chriftian have - ]
one Angel to himfelf alone, that guardeth.
no other, or one Angel guard Hundreds.
or Thoufands : Or whether lome ( as.
Lower Officers are fet over. a few, and.
otheraas General Officers are over whole
Kingdoms,) we leave to the determination,
of the Infallible Pope, who is bolder. with.
Gods Secrets than we dare be. :

3. But till now, Ithoughe they had- not:
been' {o prefumptuous, as o affexc that every
man hath a Guardian dnugel. Where is
there one word of God for thig 7 Is- every
man_an Heir of Salvation ,” or one of

| Ghrifts-
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Chrifts listle ones, or under his promife ?
Hag Cain and’ Fudas fuch Angels; aud all
the Sodomites 7 ,

" -Chrift madeitan argumerit’ 6f Ferronr
10 Perfecutors, that they offend [uch as had
Jueh Angels with God ¢ And dare you paint
them as Devils, and Burn them, or Mur«
der, them' by the Dragons Dragpons, if
you believe that ewvery man hath' fuch a
Guardian Angel? Surely Saints; tho? ¢alled

Hereticks, have fuch, -
" Thie Seven and Twentieth accnfed Point,
ANE peyin ane . |

Thar the Floly Angcls pray not for us,
no7 know our Theughts and defires on Earth.:
. A falle accufation.. We fay not
that they pray not for us, nor that they
know mnot our defires, mnor any of our
Thoughts, We fay that Angels are no
fuch Strangers to Saints and fincere Godli-

nels, asnot'to know-that all Gedly men de+

fire the Hallowing of Gods Name, the
coming of his Kingdom, and the .doing of
his Will on Earth as itisdone in Heaven:
They that know what Grace is, and what
our Prayers are, know much of our de-
fires : And we do not think that Angels
know lels of our Thoughts than Devils,
who we feel so our Frouble are not alto-

ST ' getler
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pethér - unacquainted ! with “thein. | And
thofe Angels that rejoyceat.a Sinners Con-
vetlion, -are not unacquainted with it,.; .
. “And as to their Prayings we kuow not
how it is that Angels exprels their defires
to God ; but we all agree that they defire
our welfare , and therefore may be faid to
pray for it, if all notified Defire be prayer, -
We fuppole that they know and Love ws,

far better than we know and Love each

other. - .
But we read that the Hererical Groftsgks,
or their like,did deceive men, [by #olun: 4+

2y Humility, and worfhipping of Angelsy. in-
aruding into thofe things which . they had not
fectry wainly puft up by a flefbly mindy 7| Col,

2.18,19. Theretore we dare not pretend
to Papal Infallibility, nor boldly 1o con-

-jeQure, how far. it is that our Thoughts
are known to Angels, nor how much they
‘are ignorant. of them ; nor'when ,” or how
- -ofty -ar bow far, or in what manner they

.pray for us: How far particularly, and

{ how far “only generally , e5e. Had- this

knowledge been needful to us, God would
have revealed it : Much lefs do we know
what Angel ot what departed Soul of a
Saint hath the care or charge of our Sheep,

and of our Cuteel, and who of cur Pigs

and Geefe, and who of our Fruits and
’ Comn;
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Corn ; abindasnce of -thefe things we leave
to.the Infallible Church : As we do their
acquaiutance in Purgatory, while our .ec-
quaintance- and Converlation in Heaven,
can reach uo higher than the profpect
which we have inand by the Glafs of Scrip-
ture Revelation. = o

' The E{ght and Twenticth accisfed Poim..

That we may not pray to then. - .

Auf. 1. We may defire Living " Saints
to pray for us, and this may be called
Praying to them : Soa Ghild prayeth tohis
Father or Mafter. But we. pray not.(o
. dead Saints nor'Angels: ' 1. Becaule we
have an hundred Commands to pray to
God, and not one to''pray ‘to them, and
where there is no Law, thereis no-Tranl-
greffion ot Sin. -Therefore while we are
fure it is no-Sin to forbear it, and know
not but it is Sin to do'it, we go the fafe
way : If they fay, itis againft the Popes
Law or his Clergy’s, we fay with Panl, it is.
a {mall thing to us to be judged of man,
‘(who can but kill our Bodies,) we have
one that judgeth us, even theLord.- Let
the Pope Damn usif he can.

5. As the firt Commandment forbid-

“deth usto. have any God but one, fo the
fecord:

\
A
1

i
1
|
l
!

‘e
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fecond forbiddeth us to worfhip fo as the
Heathens did their Idols, becaufe iris Bo-
dily interpretative ldolatry and Scandal:
But the Heathens ufed ro pray to their un-
der Deities , whom they judged ro be
much like that which the Papilts judge of
Angels, and praying to [nvifible Spitits is
to imitate them as {candaloufly as praying
toward Images: No wonder therefore
that you {o ulnally leave out the fecond
Commandment,

3. Gods Word is the Rule of all accep-
table Religions Worlhip, (tho’ but a Ge-
«neral Rale in many Modes and Circum-
ftances,) and thetefore we fear fwerving
from it. N '

4. Angels themfelves never demanded
it, nor Chrift befpake it for them, yea,
they twice fotbad it Jobn : Sec thow do
it not, o :

5. Angels being more holy than we,
are more for the Glory of God, and the
hatred of Creature arrogance and Idolatry ;
and as God calleth himlelf fpecially ea-

- lowagaintt bodily Wor(biplike the fdolaters,

in the fecond Commandmeut, fo Angels
are more jealows againlt it than we are.

6. As'Angelsfaic, Sce thoudo it not, fo
contrarily Satan tempted Chrift, with ihe
offer of the Kingdumns and glory of the IV orid,

10
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to fall down and warflip him. “Therefore
we had rather hearken to the,Angels than
to Devils: And fear, they thas do other.
wile, worlhip Devils for Aungels, becaufe
only Devils have fought {uch Worlhip,
And the Devil oft turneth, himlelf as into
an- Angel of Light to .deceive,, as his
Minifters do into.Minifter§ of Righteouf—
nels, - S

7. We know not when Augels hear us,
and when they do not ; Aund therefore
know not whet. and how to pray to them.
8. As we are {ure:that God wounld have

hid. us da it, if he ‘wounld have us do it,

fo we know that he is _allfufficient to tell
them what and when to doefor us; and to
pray to him is the way. to fecure thesr
Serwvice. ,. . , '
9. And we know thatthere is, one Me.
diator between God and Man, whofe In.
terce(fion is fufficient.. SR
~1o.. And we know that.Chriftians pray-
ing to ‘Angcls and {eparated Souls, greatly
hardeneth the Heathen World that pray
to leparated Souls, .and Dzemons that are
their Sub. deities. . o
11. And when- thele men fay not, we
mufE pray to Angels, but we may do st 3

what horrid Murderers are they, “that will

Burn, Kill, and Damn men, for not doing

ails

[

o Gz .
dll that.they think they may do, withouk
any mmft or Divine Obligation ? Why
ke ‘they it noe at belt, as part of their
Works of Supererrogation ? o
i 12: The Deceiver prophaning the Scrip-
ture, t. Puts Facobs Dencdiftion deliring

- the Angels guard on his Son, to be a

——— A -

prayer to Angels. Yea, when the Fa-
thers- fay , ~that Angel was Chiift him-
! a2, And Facobivords to the - Angel that
appeared to him, to be'a realon for out
praying to- unfeen Spirits: If they appear
to us, we fhall the better know what and
when to fpeak to them. o
LU § .

’} The Nine and Twensisth acenfed Point.

1 That the Angels cannot beip w,

. -Anf3 This is too grofs ftating of Con-
troverfies for @ Collier or a Cobler, tho™
not foria Dactor of Infallible Church, .«

1. We fay, that not only an Angel, but
a Man, an Als, (as Balaams,) a blalt of
Wind,. Flies, Frogs, Lice (as in Egypt,)
can help us, when God fendeth them to
helpus. I R

2, We believe that Angels are fpecially

Empowred and willing for it.  So that
- - they
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they are Gods Eminent Miniftring Spirits
for the good of his Ele. o
. 3. But we believe that they can do no.-
thing for us, but what God empowreth
and Commiffioneth them to do, He.that
Curferh thofe that truff in man, and make
Flefly their Ay, inftead of trufting God,
will fo Curfe them that /o truft in Angels,
But yet wemay and - malt e7af man and
<xgels, according to their feveral mea-
Inrés of Gods: authorizing and. anabling
them. The great Mercies of Protcétion
and affiftance thar God giveth ug b}( Angels,
is the. matter of :much of our dai y thaoks
to God : And fam dajly thankful to Angels
themielves ; and I think I love them bet.
ter then dny Friends. on Barch, 5. becaple
they are better, and love God better: And

Iam the willinger to Die, becaufe | fhall
" go to the World of Love, where as God

and Chrift is Love, fo Angels lave God,
and we for his fake, -bester than I love my-
felf, while our Papifts that pray to Angels,
devour the bleod of Saints.: ;

The Thirtieth accufed Point.

That no Saint Decéé]ed, bath after api
peared to any ow Eayth. ™ . -

{

./Iiiﬁ

e
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Anf. A meer falle Calumny.

What

ftant Coufeffions have any fuch Ar-
:)t::(l)::% How know we what hath belf.n
done of that kind in all the World to lt is
day? Read but Dr. More, and Mr. G ;n-
vils Books of Apparitions, and Mr.f m;
brofe, and Mr. Lawrences Books of ou

uniom with Angels. Read Zan-
Sy?:z‘?] Luther 4 Melauéton, Mar}:{m{?
Lavalu, &¢. and you may fee that t |sh 1;
no Proteftant afferffion. We know tha
Chrift appeared to Saul, and.thgtD matr;,y
Bodies of Saints arole at Chrifts eah,
and appeared to many: And wh:;t t Z
Witch: of Ewdor fhowed as Samuei, Wi
koow not: We only fay, 1. That ;_t e;;
much liker that Apparitions  are 0 tell .
made by Pevils or bad Spirits that ?‘;’Ted
in the lower Regions, than that ble
Spirits come from Heaven. 2. But ye:
leeing Angels thence appear, we c:mgot
fay that Holy Souls never do. 3. Bu
that:God will not have it to be any orc}mn:
ry or trufty means for Men's §alvat|or; :
For we cannot know when it is a Holy
Soul, and- when a Devil: And they that
will not believe Mofes and -the P.rophetsz
(and Chrift,) neither will they believe :hof
one rofe from the Dead : It’s no Article o

our Faith, that they ever did appeafett)r
nat
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not. And if thefe men think otherwile,
why muft this Opinion more than Ten
thoufand fuich, be obtruded as neceflary on
all others. ?: S '

. The One and Thirtieth rzccufrd Point, [

- That the Saints Deceafed, Liow not what
paffeth.bere on Earth. : .

i «nf. Canfufion and Galumay. There
is- knowledge ' ImmeMiate by Intention,

and' Mediate by "Notification. from others.
And there is knowledge perfelt, -and in |
parts o | Ly

1. Wetake noton-us to know - the ex- |
tent of the knqwledge of feparated. Souls.
Andthefe. proud :Infallible ‘men know no
more than we, but {o much lefs, in that
they know not their own Ignorance: Yer
neither Lilly, nor any. Aftrologer, not
~Conjurer, thatever 1 heard of, that pre.
tendeth the greatelt acquaintance with Spi-
rits,s did ever pretend te make their Opi-
‘nions -of . them. neceflary to Salvation;
nor.to kill all Diflenters as Hereticks, but !
the Vice-Chrift and bis Chuarch, we can-
not know all_that they pretend to know.
‘And why mult i\we needs know whether
"ever {uch Souls appeared ? If they did,we
-will by what they. are by the word of God,
. which

h
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which is our Rule., And why muft wa
know how zinch they know 2 We Know
that they are not Omniicient, nor Omni-
prefent. And how much they. know by
prefent Intention, not one of thele Pre-
tenders know. That they know more
than we, and know much by the notices
of Angels or one another, and fpecially
of the General State of Chrifls Kingdom
on Earthy we make no doubt: And what
Chrift himfelf maketh known to them, we
know not. O! what fort of men are
thefe, that forbid usto Read the Word of
God; and yet obtrude on uvs (on difinal
Penalties, {o many things. more than all
-the Bible doth cohtajn ! :

The Two and Thirticth accnfed Point.

v Thiat the Sajnts pray not for ws,
. -#f. Equivocdland falle. 1. All Saints
‘on Earth pray for us: Ic is part of the
:Communion of Saints, -
2. We fay of the Prayer of departed
Souls, the fame that we faid before of the
:Rrayer of Angels. - Their . General- Re-
"quefls for the Church and againft:Encinies,
proveth not to us what extent their know-
ledge of particulars hath, ner what parti.
#ulars they ask, ner that every Chriftian
can
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can fay that they pray for him, and that in
his particular cales. , ‘

The Three and Thirtieth accnfed Point..

That we onght not tobefeech God, togrant

oNr prayers in favour of the Saints, or their

Merits: Nor do we receive any bcngﬁt

thereby.

Anf. This is before an{wered to the
17¢h. Acculation. 1told you that we hold,

‘that God blefleth Children for their Holy
Parents fakes, their Relation making the
‘welfare of the one to be the others ; And
:God bleffed others for Fofephs fake, and

fometimes preferveth whole Countries for
the fake of the Godly there: And on
what account, and how far, 1 will not a-

gain repeat.

And the Union end Communion of |
Saints in Heaven and Earth are fo near, |

that 1 dare not fay that God doth any
ood to gny one faithful Soul, thatis not
in fome relpe@ for the fake of all the reft;

as the Cure of an aking Tooth is for the

fake of all the Bod'y: Thatis, 1. For the
good of the whole. 2. Aud done out of
love to the whole. : . |
But this will not fatisfie confounding De-
ceivers. Nodoubt it is dead Saints th;t
e

—*
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he meaneth: And what he meaneth by
Morits, 1 fuppofe he knoweth not himfelf;
or elfe he would have told. us: How far
we own, of abhor the pretence of Merits,
I thewed before. ~ All Saints are faved by
the full (ufficienc Merits of Chrift, and
have none at all of their own, unlefs the
amiablenefs of Grace freely given them
be called their Merits, as a thankfyl Child
more delerveth his Fathers Love, (that is,
3 more Lovely) than a Rebel that fcorneth
him ; and a piece of Gold delerveth to
be efteemed above Dirt; and'a Nightin.

aleabovea Toad. Yea their own Je-
{ui¢ #afquez, notonly denigth all Merit of
God in Commutative Jultica, (as all fave -
Romans and a few fuch Sots do,) bur alfo
in point of diffribmive Faflice, by which
he {ecmeth to deny Merit more than Prb.
teflamts do.  For by Aeris we mean but
Maral aptitude, for the veward of a free
Benefailor wha és alfo Reftor, when the or-
deving of a free Gift [ufpended on official
Conditions, #s [apiciitially made # means of
procisring Obedience.

Whatever God hath promifed. to give
us for.other. Men’s fake, that he will fo
give. Bukour Faith (hall: not. go beyond
his Promife:  If God have told us any
where, who Saint Nicol.es, and St. Becker,
: : and
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and St. Chriftopbery and St. Soan, and SE
Saney and St. Winifrid ate, and what they

‘were 16 us more than” others , and” that

they were real ‘Saints, and  thar he hath

promilgd us Mercy for their fakes, and bid

us pray to him for their Meriting for us;
let them fhew us this in’ his Word, Buo
il'ic be only the Popes Command and Pro¢
inife, let his Subjecis obey and truft it
. “We are certain that none but . Saints are
faved : And why then mult T go to Gody
for the Merits of St.Nicholas, ot St. Bridger, .
any mote than for the Merits of all the

reft, which are many Millions ? »

Ao God it fealous of his Honou agait(

Tdols, fo ishe ‘of Chiifts Honour ragdinft
Amichrifts and falfe Mediators, and we
muit do nothing that feemeth to afcribe
ay part of Chrifts proper Office of Me-
diation to any Creature : And doth it not
feem fo, it we pray, Lord bear, pardon
and [ave me for the Merits of Beckst or
Bridger, ¢re. ot what more can we fay
of the Merits of Chrilt ? o

But ftill mark, that thele men fay not,
or the Merit of

that, me muft pray thus f A
Saint s, but that ' we-may : And muftall be

Burnt or Danined that ‘willinot-do all that’

the Pope thinks they may de#°
© That

‘i e |
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That we reccive no benefir by them, i
forged Calumny and notﬁou)l" D‘f\:;'g},l'illfee
We believe that the Fews had bencfit b);
Abrabam, Mofes, David, when they
were Dead: And that the Reformed Chur-
ches have had benefit by the Blood of the
Martyrs, fhed by the Blood-thirfty Pa. '
pifts to this day; and that the whole
cc;,h”ﬁ;’ hath Zt\x;eneﬁt by the Writings of

ryfoftom , Nazianzene '

Luther, Calviny G, » Agnfine, .

The Four and Thirtieth acauﬁd Point.

That we ought not expre
pray or intcrc{dc ro Gotf fo{zt{:o prey them ve
*.Anf. There was enough faid of this bea
fore, about praying to Angels. "
When God bids us pray to dead Men’s
Souls, we will doit. ~ Till then your fay-
ing we may do it, proveth nejther may nor
mufftous. Why then cannot you keep
your [may7] to your felves ? Nevera Con-
yurer in England can tell us,how far Sonls in
Heaven can bear, nor where and when the
are prefentor within hearing 5 nor whic
of them are fo,whether all or one,or which ;
No nor whether thofe Saints tl;ar undf'rf
ﬂoqd not Latin on Earth, do underftan:
Latm Prayers fent up from Earth, whe r
G 3
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the Speaker himfelf underftandeth them
pot. Alas! Chriftian Readar , what a
dark uncertain Worfhip, like Charming,
would this Infallible Church compell men ?
to offer the moft Holy God, whilc they
accufe his Word of enfharing dangerous
ty. ,
‘,)b.f\c):&%l Yvill pray:to thole alive, that we
know do hear us, to pray to God for us,

for the fake of Chrift : But it’s but profa. |’

nation of the Scripture, to fay, that becaule
Luke 16, amanin Hell {uppoled to lee and
hear Abrakam, did pray him to fend La.
zarmson Earth 3 thercfore we that ner
ther fee nor hear the Dead, fhould pray to
them. But Dives prayed in vain, and fo
may you. And whatif thole Souls fhould
prove to be in Purgatory ? Mult we pray
both o them that are in Purgatory, and for

them alfo ? And is it certain that the Pope |

and all his Church, are fure which Saintis
pot in Purgatory: when all are there or

worfe (fay they,) that ever finned and did |

not Pennance for it ?

The Five and Thirticth accufed Point,

That the Bones or Relicks of the Saints d:lc
not 1o be kept or referved 5.no Virtue procecd

sng from them after they be once dead. py

e o semimie Ji . :
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Anf. 1. Where hath God Commanded
us 10 keep them, for she Virtue that pro-

~cecdeth fromthem ¢

2. Wedeny not but a man may keep
a Skeleton or Skull, and if it be his Fa-
thers, we will accule him no higher than
of Imprudence and Paflion,” But what
proof have you of Firtue procecding from
Bones, till you fee itby experience ? Is it
any appointed means for God to work
Miracles by ? And how know you that all
were Saints that the Pope calleth fo ? Had
all the Debauched Popes of Ano 800,
900, 1000, skill [nfallible to know Saints
from Hypocrites ? And hath God promifed’
Virtue to all their Bones? And are you
{ure thatchey are their Bones ? Alas! what
numerous Tricks have men to truft to, to
deceive themfelves and others, that yet

- will not obey Chrifts plain Commands,

and truft his promife !
The Six and Thirtieth accufed Point, |
That Creatures cannot be Sanflified, or

made more holy thar they are already of their,
own Natnre.

Arf. Adown-right flander. 1, Webe-

lieve thatall men that fhall be faved, are or

G 2 thall
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fhall be Sanfified, and made more holy
than they are of their own Natyre,

2. We~believe that to the Pure, al
things ave Pure, and are Skuflified by the
Word and Prayer : And that' whatever we
Aoy we fhould do it to the glory of God: And
when a Chriftian devoreth and ufeth his

Food, Eftate, and all to Gods Service, it

is SanCtified, .

3. We believe that a Temple, a Font,
a Table, and Utenfils, may well be fe-
parated from common ufes to Gods Wor-

_ dhip: And that Separation isa fanctifying

of them. \

To be Santtified or Holy, is but to be
feparated from common nfey” to Gods [pecial
Service o according to the nature of the
thing. ufed,

t. Godly men ave Sanélifyed and Saints,

becaufe by Soul-confent andi Devotion, -

and PraQtice, they are fincerely ieparated
to God, from the flavery of the World,
the Fleth and the Devir:, being Habitu-
ally and Predominantly lovers of God and
Holinefs, by the grace of Chrift and the
Holy Ghott, |

2. Profefled Chriftians are Sacramen-
tally SanQifyed, when by outward Bap-
tilm, they aredevoted to God in Chrift.

3. Even

oM flefhly Lufis,
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3. Even bad Minifters are externally
fanCifyed, as feparated and confecrated
to a Holy Office.

4. Temples, and Books, and Church
Utenfils are fanctifyed, when by men they
are {eparated from common and unclean
ufage, to Gods Worfhip, So that tho’

* Holinefs in all be this feparation to God,

yet, as the Perfons and things are not the
lame, fo neither istheir Holinefs in fpecie,
buconly in genere.

And there isa Superftitions and an Idola-
trous Mocke Holinefs, when men will de-
vote that to God and Holy ufes which he
abhorreth, or accepreth not, nor ever re-
quired of them: And fay as the Hypo-
crite Pharilees, sr is Corban, who required
this at their hands ? The Hypocrites and
Idolaters have always been forward for
this unrequired Mock.Holinefs, to quiet
their. Conlciences , inflead of rea) laving
Holinefs. Jt's Cheaper and Ealfier to have
Holy-Water, Holy-Oil, Holy-8pittle ,
Holy-Images , Holy. Croffes, Holy.Veft-
ments of many forts, Holy-Altars, Holy-
Shrines , and Pilgrimages, Holy-Bones,
and Chips and Places, than to have Holy-
Hearts and Lives, which love God, and
Grace, and Heaven, aboveallthis World
and Lifeit felf, and by the Spirit mortify

G 3 The
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The Seven and Thirtieth accufed Poiug,

Thit Children may be faved by thetr Pan
rents Faith, without the Sacrament of Hoa
ly Baptifm. ,

Anf. Can you unriddle this charge ?
Whether the man mean that they may be
faved by Baptifm without their Parents
Faith ? Or that both muft be conjoyned as

neceflary to Salvation? He will not tell

us that,

1. That God hath made abundance of
promifesto the Seed of the Faithful, and
taketh them into the Covenant of Grace
with their Pavents, and faith that they are
Floly, 1 Cor. 7. 144 Proteftants have co-
pioufly proved again{t Anabaptiils and Pa-
pifts. But it is Gods Mercy, and Chrifts
Metit, Grace, and Covenant, that they
are faved by ;- The Parents Faith is but that
Qualification and Relation, which maketh
them receptive and capable of this faving
Grace. The Parenrs Faith faveth them-
{elves, but as the Morak qualifying difpo-
fition and condition of Gods faving Gift:
And to Infants jtis required, not that they
be Believers, but Believers Seed, devored
to God by Parents ot Pro-Parents, whofe

they are.
y 2. We

, (127) .

"2. We doubt not, but regularl&, where .
it may be had,, this Dedication fhould be
folemnly made by Baptilinal Covenanting :
Ask the Anabaptilts whether we hold not
this. But we believe, thatas private Mar-
viage maketh Husband and Wife before God,
but folemn Matrimony is neceffary for
publick Order, without which they may
be punifhed as Fornicators: So if an In-
fant be the Child of one. believing Parent,
dedicated to God, he is Holy and in the
[ame Covenant with the Parent, (and were

~ ¢le unclean:) But that before the Church,

he is not regularly to be judged in Cove-
nant till it be folemnized in Chrifts appoin-
ted way by Baptifin. : :

Gtill excepting where Baptifin cannot be
had; and there even fober Papifts fay,
that the #orum, the Vow, or defire, will
{ferve.

Andchis neceflity is manifold: 1. When
-th;:j Child dieth, before Baptifm could <€
had. :
2. Where there is no capable Perfon to
do it, or that will noturterly depraveit.

3. When the Parent is an Antipaedo- Bap-
tift, awd omigteth it, thinking it a Sin,
If they think that the Infant is not {aved by
the Parents Faith; why fhou/d they. think,
that: believing Parents Children are dam-

G 4 ned
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ned bacaufe the Parent Erreth in fuch an

external thing ?

But Papifts, that turn other paris of Ho-
finefsinto Form and Ceremony, and make
s Religion of the Carkafs mortifyed,
would here allo perfwade People that the
very outward a&t of Wathing, is of {o
great moment with God , that though it
were the holyeft Perfons or their Seed,
a miftake, or a delay, or furprize of Death,
will damn them if they be not Baptized,
(or Martyred.) This tendeth to Subject
all to the Mercy and Dominion of the
Pricfts, that they may feem more necefla-
¢y to Salvation than they are, or at leaflt
their external Forms, by Lay-men ot
Women Bap:izers adminiftred. '

Conflantine him{elf, the Churches great
Deliverer, was not Baptized till near his
Death : Arethey fure that he was till. then
in a ftate of Damnaticn, and had been
Damned if he had fo Died ? Methinks in
gratitude, the Church of Rome , fhould
have calt him no lower than the Torments

of Purgatory.
- The Eighs and Thirticth accufed Point,

““That the Sacrament of Confirmation s

- et weceffary, nor to be ufed.
: Anf.
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Anf. You may fo mean by the Word
[Sacrament]) and [Confirmation,] as that
we do deny them.  And you may fo mean,
as that we are more for them than you
are,

1. If by a Sacrament, you mean one.of
God s Inftitution,appointed by him to be his
Solemn Delivery and Invelticure in a ftate
of Chiiftianity or neceflary Grace 5 and
if by Confirmation you mean Arch-Bithops
anointing Infants, or Iguorant Children, ot
Perfons, with hallowed Oyl, compoun-
ded once a year, and his Ceremonious
boxing them, and fuch other Formalities;
then we deny that fuch Confirmation is any .
fuch Sacrament, nor is neceflary, orto b
uled ; becaule Holy things are not to be
mortyfied and profaned.

2. Burif by a [Sacrament] you mean,

_but a Solemn renewal of our Covenant

with God in Chrift ; and by Confirmation
you muft, that thole Baprized in Infancy
fhould at due Age, nnder(landir‘zgly, under

"the Paftors hand or Care, profels their fe-

rious perfonal Conlent to that Covenant
which by others they imputatively made

in Baptiln 3 we are fo far from denying
‘this, that we think till this Solesmn perfonal

Covenanting, and owning their Baptifm with
underftanding and fecming [crionfnefsy be
G s  made
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mad. :be Entrance into the [fate of Adult
Church Communion, the woful Corrupti-

- on of the Church is never to be well hea-
fed 3 but while one fide tarn Confirmation
intoa dead Shadow and Mockery, and the
Anabaptifts fcandalized Herefie, are all for
Rebvaptizing inftead of Confirmation, Pro-
pbanation and Schifm will gratifie Satan,

ou know, that the Englifli Bithops pra-
Ctife Confirmation, and the Liturgy delcri-
beth it as I here do : And are the Church
of England no Proteftants? And divers
Proteftant Non-Conformifts here have a.
bour 29 and 2o years ago, written ful
Treatifes for Confirmation.

~T-—

The Nive and Thirticth accufed Point, ‘

That the Bread of the Supper of onr Lord |
was but # Figure, or Remembrance of the '
Bodyof Chrift, received by Faith, and
not his tyne and very Body. ‘ |
Auf. 1. Proteftants hold, that as all |

words ate to be taken according to the

ufage of the Subject or Science that they
are ufed about, Phyfical Terms Phyﬁcall?,"

Rhetorical Rhbetorically, Geometrical,

Aftronomical , Arithemetical, according-

|
!
i

ly, Law Terms according to Law, and |’

Moral and Theological Terms Morally |
' and f

[l
'
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and Theologically 5 fo; if as Naturaliffry:
we ask what the marter. of that Sacrament
is,we fay Bread and Wine s If as Moralifs
and Theologues , we 13y, is the Body and
Blosd of Chrift : As if you asg of aGold
and Silver Coyn , what it is in a Natural
Sence, we fay, it is Gold- and Silver : But
if you ask in a Civily Political and Law-
Sence, we lay, it is 4 205, piccey 2 Fa
cobms , a. Carolus picce 5 Of 1t is 2 Crowny,
or a Shilling. So we fay that Sacramentally
and Morally, and Relatively, that which is
naturally true Bread and Wine, is yet alfo
the true Body and Blood of Chriff : And
we fay not thatitisonly a Figare and Re-
membrance,. but it is fuch a Fignre as 38
Reprefentatively bis very Flifh and Blood:s
And it is to Deliverto s, and Invefbusin a
Spiritual Union with Chrift himfelf, and
right to bis [aving Grace, o

A proxy that as Reprefeitative of a Prince
Marrieth a Foreign Lady, is more than a:
Remembrance 3 and lo is his Image, if itbe
uled in the Marriage. A Key, or a Twig
and Turf, by which lnveltiture in Houle
and Land is delivered, and a Staff and
Ring, by which Bithopricks were of old
delivered by Invettiture, are all- more than
a bare Remembrance.

2. Asto your implied Do\:in= of Tlr_ag-
U=

—.'_A
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fab&antiation, that after the words of Con-
{ecration, thereis left no real Bread and
ine, it is Copioufly and undenyably
“proved a Novel Dogtrine, fo monftrous, as
if it had been formed to engage Mankind

in'a Renunciation of Chriftianity, Huma-

nity, and common Senfes, and to be an

obliging ' profeffion of this Renunciation,
1t is~epongh for us to believe, that after the.

true Conlécration, it is no more meer
Bread

med Coyn.) But if -ever Satan fhewed

himlelf a Dragon, under the Name of an-

Angel of Light, it was whea he made the
Canons of the 4th, Laterane General Couns
cil under Innocent the 34, that fet up Tran,

fubftautiation, and the Murdering: of all

that deny it, of depofing Princes that will
not exterminate them. This adjunéls and
effeCts will fhew the difference between
this . Counterfeit Sacrament and Chrift.
Chrifts Sacrament was infiituted to be a
Sacrament and Covenant of deareft Love:
between God and Man, and one another ¢
But as Sacan, when he Covenanteth with
Witches, tofell him their Souls, muft have
it fealed by his fucking their Bload, fo the
fealthar he fet to the Monfter of TranfubRan-

| tia-

dnd Wine, (as after the Coyning a
203, Piecg, a Crown, or a Noble, or an-
Angel, it isnot meer Gold, but the feid na-

1
|
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tiation, was that his Church and it muft live

| by the blood of thofe that own it not.

But what will convince men, that by
Noife and Worldly Intereft have Conque-
red all thatis proper to a man, yea, ora
living fenfible Animal,

1. They pretend Chrifts Words, This

~ ismy Body, whenthey know that it was

his ordinary parabolical phrale, and they
will take this Phyfically and fingularly as
different from all the reft. Tho' he lay,
I am the Doory I am the Vine, and ye are
the Branches, and my Father is the Huf-
band-man, and the Field is the World, and
the Tares ave the Childyen o fthe Wicked one,
andtheHarveft is the md of the 1Vorld yand
the Reapers are the dngelss they that re-
scived the Seed by the High-way , are they
thaty &'s. Andfo he fpeaketh ufually.
. 2. They know thatin 1 €Cor. 11. Pasl
calls it Bread after the Confecration, three
times in thethree next Verfes: And would
they have Burnt Panl for a Heretick ?
What can they devite againlt thefe plain
words 7 | :

- 3. They fentence all to Death and
Hell that will believe their Eyes, Talte,Fecl.
ing or any Senfe of themielves, and all
others , that perceiveth rrue Bread and
IVine after Conlecration.

4. Here-

\
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4. Hereby they make God as Creatory
the Grand Deceiver of the World, by de-
ludinig all Men’s Senfes.

5. And hereby they overthrow all cer-
tainiy of Faith Divine and Humane, For
Senfe and Humanity are before Faith and
Chriftianity, and their perception prefup-
pofed : And if Senfe be prefuppoled fal-
lible, yea falle, Faith muftneeds be {o:
For weare not fure that ever we faw a
. Book, or Man, or Light, or heard man
ipeak, or what he faith: And how can he
believe Gods Word ot the Popes, or
Priells, that: is not fure that ever he heard:
or faw them ?

6. Theyfeignevery fottifh filthy Prieft,
to work more Miracles at his pleafure, by
his tranfubftantiating, than Chrift or his
Apoftles did. L

7. They enable a drunken Prieft to un-
doe Bakers and Vintners , by faying the
words of Confecration Intentione Confe
erandi over all their Bread and Wine : And
then they have none left. : -

8. They feign Chrift to have eaten his
own Body by his Body, and either that
the fame Body did eat it felf, or that he
had two Bodies that did eat neither. -

o. They feign that his whole Body did
eat his broken Body, and that his Di:'c]i‘-

\ p €S
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les did eat it, before it was broken ;
and drank his fhed Blood before it was
fhed. : ;
10. When two General Covncils C. P,
the gth. and Nice the 2d. tell us, that
Chrifts body in Heaven now is not Flefh and
Blood , and Pasl faith 1 Cor. 15, that
Fleth and Blood cannct inherit the Kingdom
of God, yet they maintain that Chrifthath -
had thefe 1600 yearsa body.of Flefh and
Blosd,

11. They feign abundance of Accidents
without {ubject Subftances, that are the
Accidents (Quantity, Quality, ¢c.) of
nothing. L

12. They feignafottith Prieflt to make
his Maker day by day.

13. When Chrift faith, He that eateth
my Flefly and drsnketh my Blood, (hall live
for ever 5 they.feignthe moft wicked men
to eat his Fleth and drink his Blood. '

* 14. They feign Mice to eat God.

15. They feign every wicked man to
eat his God, and digeft part of him into
his own Flefh and Blood, and caft out the
other part intothe Jakes,

16. They reach men to commit Idoka-

try, by worfhiping Bread as God. ,

17. Al this is enforced by Fire and
Swcrd, againft the Blood of Holy m;n.A“
18.




18. All this is
to the Doctrine of the Univerfal Church,
for a Thoufand years after Chrift and
more. -

19. It's contrary to Planl’s Cuere,
1Cor. 12, Are all workers of Miraceles ?
underftood Negatively.

20. It's feigned a fufficient ground to
depole Princes , and deftroy whole
Lands.

But thefe things, and fpecially the for.
ged Miracles of the Tranfubitantiation,
are more largely confuted in many Trea-
tifes. -

Whac hope of ending any Controverfies
with Papifts, that agree not withusin the
credit of Senfes as Heathens do? Can we
bring any Controverfie to a plainer ifue,

“than to all Men’s cominon Senles, ‘about
due Objelts and due Mediams? And is
there any difputing where no principle is
agreed on ? :

The Fortseth acenfed Por‘m.

That we ought toreceive undér both kinds,
and that one alone ¢s nos [ufficient. '
| Anf. It concetneth them that déeny
this, either to keep men from Reading
Gods Word, or to tell them it is falle,
. ' and

Novel Herefie, contrary |

N 4
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and the Pope’s is true that contradicteth it :
What is a flac defyance of God or his
Word, if this be not? Chrift faith, Aarh.
26,27, 28, Drink ye all of it: For this

Blood of the New-Teftament, which

s m
i ﬂz'ed for many, for the remiffion of fins,
And St. Paul faith, 1 Cor. 11.23. I have
received of the Lord that which 1 ddivered
to you : That the Lord Jefus, the Night in
which he was betrayedy took, Bread, ¢,
Verl. 25. _After the [ame manner alfo he
took the Cup, whenbe had Supped, [aying,
This Cup is the New-Teffament in myblood :
This do ye as oft as you drink ity in remem=
brance of me: For as oftem as ye eat this
Bready and drink_this Cup, ye do fhew the
Lord's Death’till be come : Wherefore who-
foewver [hall cat this Bread, and drink this
Ciup of the Lord unwerthily, [hall be guilty of
the body and blood of*the Lord : But let a
man examine himfelfy and folet bim car of
that bready and drink of thas Cup,
Thefe words do o plainly lay, s s
bread after the Confecration, and do fo
plainly require all to drink of the Cnupy &5

- well a3 to ear of the Bread, that the Infalli-

ble Clergy are fainto accule the Light of
Darknefs, the Text of deceitful Obfeu-
rity, till the Pope and his Prelates have ex-

pounded it, by giving it the Lye: ll;:‘(:
i
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like the Knave in Igmoramus’s Play, that
Proclaimed the man to be Mad, from
whom he intended to extort Money, that
is, for binding and abufing him. 'What is
it to proclaim Chrift and Paui to.be Fools,
~ that could not fpeak Senfe, if thisbenot?

But the Doc¢tors have allo contradiflions
to charge on Chrift, even that elfe-where
he faith, [ He that eatcth bis Flefh fhall
live for cver:]  Anf. 1. Thatis, Hethat
trisfieth in a Sacrificed Chrift as the means of
his Salvation, asbread isthe means of na-
tural Life : He that would not underftand,
cannot underftand the plaineft Words:
Bur.doth Chrilt fay, that any man cacerh
his flefhy thar drinkerh ot his blood ¢ Qr thay
he (hall have Life, that doth the one without
the other ? :

2. And feeing they take every Rogue
that eateth their Wafer to eat Chrifts
Eleth, do they not here fallly fay that all
fuch fhall have Etermal Life: O happy
( miferable ) "Church, that hath Erernal

Life, how wicked foever, for eating the .

Wafer, and calling it Chrilts Fleth ! And
all this, that Fairh may not be thought to
be meant by eating. - !

3. But feeing it muft needs be eating by
the Teeth, or by Flefh eating that is meant,
they have found out a crafry literal way:

Chrilt
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Chrift faith that be loveth and cherifheth bis
Church as his own Flefb, and we are Mem-
bérs of his body, of his flefh, and of his
bowes* And fo they that Murdered a Mil-
lion of the dibigenfes, cr¢. and Maffacred
40000 in France, and 2000Q0 10 Ireland,
and Burnt them in England, Germany, the
Low Countries, and Tormented and Kil-
led them in DBobemia, aud many -other
Lands, did learn the literal way of: eating
Chriffs Flefh, And who doubts but the
Devil tells them that they fhall thereby ol
tain cverlafting Life ? But why then are
they againft drinking his blood, when actu-

ally they draw it out by ftreams ? Perhaps

by Burning his Bores, (as they did Bucers,
Phagins o Wick{iffes, and 1000 more; )
they think that their Teeth fcape the trou-
ble of gnawing them, and thus they feed
on Chrifts body, flelh and bones: For
their Malters beat Witches if they brm%
him not account at every Meeting, ©
{fome mifchief that they have donesr

3. And what but flat oppofition to
Chirift, fhould move thefe men to forbid
one half of his Sacrament, which he calls
the  New-Teftament in  his blood? One
would wonder what fhould be their Mo~
tive: It is no matter of Pleafure, Profit,

or'Honour: This very Deceiver had more
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witthan to pretend Antiquity for”it, of
any one ancient Doctor of the Church,
They dare not deny (fave to Ignorants
and Fools,) thatit isa Novelty contrary
to unqueftioned Confent and Praltice of
all Chrifts Church, for above a thoufand
years, or near atleaft. It is undenyabl

againft Chrifts Inftitution and Command,
againft his Apoftles Doflrine, and Scripturs
Pratlice ; againtt all the Judgment and Pra-
Qice of the ancient Church, againft the
Nature and lntegrity of the Sacrament,
againft the Concord of the Church, that
will never Unite againft all thefe, againft
the Senfe and Comfort of. Belicvers,
What then doth over.rule fo many mento
Tear the Church, to Murder fo many Bo
bemians as they did, &c. for fuch a thing
as thisis ¢ Reader [ will tell thee all that |
know : The Devil is in conftant War. a-
gainlt Chrift and his Kingdom, and the

.Souls of men: As he thought he could

have triumphed in making Fob curfe God
to his Face; fo he would fain thew that he
can make Chrifts own pretended Minifters
oppofe and defpife the plaineft of his Com«
mands, and defie his Word and himto his
Face. To this he gets by the baits of

Worldl?v Wealth, Honour and Dominion, |

a fort of Flethly Worldly men to be Bi.

fhops,

“intelligible,are put againt falfe and eguivo-
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fhops, whofe very hearts are againft the
Laws of Chrift; And puffing up thefe
men by-degrees, he tells them how they .
mult be Great, and arrogate Power equal
to Chrilts Apoftles, and {o domineer over
the Souls of men ; and all this on pretence
of honouring Chrift: And having gotten -
a Generation of grofs ignorant debauched
Villains, into the Papal elevated Seat, and
the Ruling Church Power, when fome
poor Woman once or twice fhed fome of
the Wine, ora Prieft chanced to fpill it,
their prophane Holinefs decreed thatthey

‘fhould drink the Wine no more (lave the

Clergy,) but fhould eat Chrifts Blood,
which they faid was in his Fleth, and a
while they dipt the Wafer in Wine ; and
then pretended Infallibility being their

‘vain Glory , they mult not change left

they fhould feem to be fallible, and fhould
Repent ; for Repenting undoes Satans
Kingdom,

The One and Fortieth accufed Point,
_That there is not inthe Church a true
and proper Sagrifice 5 and shar the Mafs is
not a Sacrifice.

" Anf, True and proper, if the words are

el
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cal ot figurative,
us. which Sence of the word [ Sacrifice ]
muft be taken for the only proper Seuce,
when with Heathens and Chriftians the
word is ufed in {fo many Sences, and there
are fo many forts of Sacrifices ? This man
would not tell you whether it be the Thing
or the Name that he controverteth ; that
would be to come into the Light. 1fit
be the thing, we never doubted but divers
things are and muft be in‘the Church,
which are called Sacrifices, fome in Scrip-
ture,and fome by Papiits : And fome things
by them called Sacrifices, are in their
Church which God is againtt. <
If it be the Nasme that is the queftion,
we know that in a General Sence it may
be given to many things of different Spe.
cies, and equivocally yet to more 5 but
which Senceto call proper amongfo ma&y,
let quibling Grammarians tell him:
(trive no further about Names, than tead:
eth to prelerve the due Judgment of
177 S
th S‘gmetime a Sacrifice fignifieth « fecand
thing offered 10 God by way of worfhip. .

Semetime move firitlly, fomewhat fuppo-

d bighly to gratific or pleafe him, offered
{: axp;gmz [o/me Crime that difpleafeth him
or by pleafing to procure fome benefit from him,

Among

And what man can tell |

e
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Among Heathens and Fews, there were
vatious {orts of Sacrifices : Some Hilafti-
cal, fome Euchariftical : Some of things
Lifelefs, and {fome of Living Creatures;
where firiCtly pare was burnt and fo offered
to God, and part given to the Prieft, and
part eaten by the Offerers. |

We hold, 1. That Jefus Chrift offered
his Body on the Crofs a Sacrifice to God
for the expiation of Sin, as a thing plealing
to God, inafence which no other Sacri-
ficeeverwas oris 3 not that God delighted
in his Blood, Pain or Dleath as fuch; but
as finis gratid, it was the moft excellent
means to demonitrate his Wildom, Love,
Juftice, and Mercy, and fave a finful race
of men, with the honour of his Law and
Government. : h

2. We hold that Chrift hath inftitated
his Sacrament, to be a .vilible Reprefenta-
tion of this his Sacrifice, both for Cominics
moration and for atinal Inveftiture and Col-
lation of Chrift to be our Saviour, and
Head in klnion, and of his Grace and Be-
nefits, Pardon, Reconciliation, Adoption,
Jutification , Sanctification, and Title to
Glory.. And we know that the ancieng
Churches called this often a Sacrifice - Not

~ ip the fame fence as Chrift was our Sacri-
fice'; nor asthe Mofaical Types were Sa

crifices
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crifices 5 but a Repre[entative Sacvifice, te-

fhier to ule the narrlie'Sacriﬁce, where Pa.
i ly it to [dolatry.
pd;s.a&};g know thatyall Chriftians are
bound to dedicate themlelves to God, and
even to lay down their Lives when he re-
guireth it; and bound to offer kim peni.
tent Confeffion, Praife, Thanksgwmg,
and to give Alms to the poor, and ferve
and honour him with all their Wealth and
Power. And all thefe are called Seerifices
in Scripture, becaufe they are facred ob-
Lations, acceptable to God through the merits

of Chrifls Sacvifice. ]
fls not this man a Calumniator then,

that faith we hold, [ that there is not in the

Church a true and proper Sacrifice,] unlefs
he call none true anc(ii proper bur what no
an can ofier to God.
maBut what fay we to the ‘Sacrifice of the
Mafs ? Wefay, that for the Prieft to pre-
tend that after his words, Bread is turned
into Chrifts Fleth in a Phyfical fence, and
Wine into his Blood, and that this is our
God, and that he facrificeth this God to
God, and eateth and drinketh him fo fa-

crificed, and that all that fo receive him

have Eternal Life : This is a prophanation

of Holy things, a deceiving of Soul;iaa

Bat we are the |
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blalpheming of Chrift, and Idolatry a-
gainft God. And all facrificing in their
Mals, thatis more than a Reprefentation of
Chrifts own [acrificing himfelfy for Comme-
maration and Communication of the gifts of
bis' Teftament ,  and the expreffion of our
Gratitudey and Devoiednefs to God by bim,
is their own prophane invention.

How do they offer his broken body ands
blood thed; any otherwife than Reprefenta
rively, unlels they kill him, and eac him
when he is Dead 2 Ic was only a Repre-
{entation of his own fucrificed Body and
Blood, -which he made at the Sacrament
himfelf ; not then broken and thed, batto
be broken, flain, and fhed foon after,
‘(unlels he had two bodies, one dead and
‘one alive.) The Sacrament indeed was
called a Sacrifice by che ancient Churches,

‘to fignific that it is not Chrifts body as

now glorified in Heaven that is there Re-
prefented, but bis body as once flefly and blood
Jacrificed on the Crofs : And how can ft be
that, but by Reprefemtation, [acrificing it

- Was killing it ¢ Do they kill Chrift a thou-

fand thoufand times over, yea, and kill
his Gloryfied bady? He hath no exiftent
Flefh and Blood in Heaven, fpeaking pros

\ Eerly and formally ;, but a Spéritual glorified

bedy, that was Fle(hand Blood on Earth s
- 13 And
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And doth every Prieft turn Chrifts Spirie

tual glorified body into Flefth and Blood

again ? O what a Mals of prophanation is
their Mafs.

Tho Two apd Fortieth accufed Point. .

“ That Sacramental Unitiony is not to be
stfed to the Sick, - .
Anjf. In théfe Hot-Countries, anointing
their bodies was uled as a great refrefh.
ment for Delight and Health.  And Chrif
and his Apofilesapplyed it to_the Miracu:
lous ule of Healing, as Chrift did Clay
and Spittle to a blind Man: And while
that miraculous ufe continued, St. Fame
bids thofe that are fick as.a punifhment for
fome fin, to fend for the Elders of the
Church, that they may pray for the par-
don of his fin, and for his recovery, and
anoint him with Qil, aud if he bave not
finned unto Death , (that is, a Capitd
Crime , which God would have Magi-

ftrates punifh with Death, and willdo fo

himfelf,) his Sin thdil be forgiven, and he
fhall be healed.

See now the Malice of the Prince of|

Darknefs. He that tempteth men to caft
out half the fubflance of the Lords Supper,

meerly to fhew what they can and will,

and
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and dare do againft his Word, and temp-
teth men to forbid the very Scripture it
felf, yet to undoe, he will overdoe, and
draw men to be wife and Righteous over
much: Who would think thefe men are
againft che fufficiency of Scripture, that
will turn its temporary occaftonal actions
into perpetual Sacraments ¢ They make
Conlcience of wafhing Feet ,0f bearing Palm:,
of the Holy- Kifs (but on the Pax) and a
Sacrament of anvinting the fick : And why
they make not a Sacrament of ancinting
the Blind with Clay and Spitele, of wafhin

at Fordan ot Sileam Pools, and of the faiy

Kifs, and wafbing of Feet, of bearing
Palms, of the Popes Riding on an Afs,Ce.
1 know not. '

But for the Name of & Sacrament, (bring
fiek a Military, and then a Church Term,
not ufed in Scripture) we will not quarrel
with them: They may laxly extend it to
ahnoft any Ceremony or fign Religioufly
uled, rightly or wrongly. But, 1. They
ufe that to the Dying, when they judge
them ps/t bope, which St. Femes {pake of
ufing for Recovery.

2. They ule that as an ordinary thing,
which was to be ufed only for miraculons
Cures : and yer fhew not that they have
the Faith or gift of Miracles, nor cure any
by it. H 2 3. They
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-3. They force men to that feigned Sa.

crament now ceafed with that gift, which’

was uled to none but fuch as Voluitaily
defired it.  Why are they not cor. - 1ied
to ufeitthemlelves, butthey mull ioce 4ii
others to it as neceflary 2 What v,

Woman, or Child, do you read o il

the New-Teftanent, thar was ancinted
in order ro Death, fave a Womun that
“meant no fuch thing, that avvins d Chrift
in Health? Where read you that Dra:
goons or Inquifitor; inforced it, and drag-
ed naked the bodies through the Streets,
and Buryed them in Dunghils, or where
Dogs may eat them, if they refule ir?
‘Whole Sacraments can we think are
thefe? -

The Three and Fortieth accufed Point.

 That wo [nterior Grace is given by Impo.
fition of hands in Hely Ordirs i And that,
ordinary Vecation and Miffion of Fafters,
25 not neceffary in the Church,

Anf. Contrarily the Reformed Catho-
licks hold, 1. 'That God often gave mira-
culous interior gilts to nren, by the Impo-
fition of the Apoftles hands. .

. 2. And if he pleafe he may now blefs
Ordination to the increale of men's mental
‘ fienets
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“fitnefs for the Miniftry 5 and when he dotls

{o, we know not,

" But we hold, 1. That men fhould be
fuppofed by the Ordinances to be true
Chriftians, and to have competent Mini.
fterial Abilities before they Ordainthem.

2. That now miracolous gifts ceafe, no
man can tell when any other inward Grace
is given by Impofition of hands in Ordina-
tion, than Relative, which is Obligation
and Autharity for the work of the Mini-
firy, And Duwrandus and other of their
School-men, fay that their Judelible Cha-
vafter is no other. And the reft know
not what to make of it.

3. If we read of Multirudes of Debau-
ched, Ignorant, Apoltatical Popesand Fre-
lates, and many Ages of Church Barba.
rifm, and Bruitithnels, (evenin Baronins,
Genchrard, and the fierceft Papifts ;) and
if we fee Priefts afrer Ordination to be Ig-
norant, Drunkards, Fornicitors, unable
and unapt to Teach, haters of a Godly
Life, we cannot tell what Grace it is that
thele men are faid to receivein Ordination ¢
Whatever itis, it will not keep them out
of Hell, as it keepsthem not from lerving
Satun.

4. We take an ordinary Calling and
Miflion to be ordinarily needful to the

H 3 Ghurchg



( 150) |
Church Miniftry.  This Calling confifteth,
1. In neceflary  Abilities, withour which
God fendeth none.

Con'ent. 3. In the Ordination by Seniot
Paftors, where it may be had, 4. And
tofixthem in relation fo parricular Con-
gregations, the mutval confent of them.
{elves-and the Flocks.

5. Butwe know Rules of meer Order
are for the things ordered, and the Edfica-
tion of the Church, for which all Charch
Power is giveny and God Commandeth that
all be done : And we know that God who
will bave Mer(c}y and not Sacrifice, would
not have us deftroy the fubftance by pre-
tence of a Ceremony.  And. that in {eve-
ral Cafes, Minifters may be lawlully called
without Impofition of hands, and Canoni-
cal Ordination. As, 1. In cafe men be

caft into Infidel Countries,. where no Bi- |

fhops or Paftors canbehad: As by Ship-
wrack, or Merchants Factory, or Embal-
fadors, or when a Bifhop with them dyeth
by the way : They muft not be without
all publick Church Worthip, for want of
an Impofing Bithop.
2. In cale Perfecution drive all the Bi
fhops out of reach.

3. Incafe the perfecuted Bilhops refufe
to Ordain for fear of {uffering. '

4. In

2. In willingnefs and
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4. In cafe the Bifhops be Hereticks, ox
irrollerable Ufurpers and no true Bifhops,
wanting the Effentials of a Qualification
and a Call, o ‘
5. In cafe the Bifhops impofe any falle
Qath , Subfcription,, Covenant, or Pro-

feffion, or any other Sin, as the Conditi-

on without which they will not Ordain,
(which is the cafe of all the Papifts Pre-
lates 5 ) their Ordination in thele cafes is

“not neceffary.

6. We know that in fuch cafes the Mi-
niftry faileth not, but there may be a true
fucceffion of Paftors, though regular Ca-
nonical Ordination be interrupted. For
there is nothing neceflary after Gods Law,,
which fpecifieth the ©ffice by ftated Infti-
tation, but ouly the determining who the
Perfons are that God would have in
this Offce: Which may be well known.

“without Canenical Ordination, where that

cannot lawfully be had.  There are inftan-
ces in the ancient Churches, that when
fome Eleéted to be Bifhops, fled or hid-
themfelves; the Bithops Ordained them
ablent, by writing, withoutimpofition of
hands. \

7. Yea, we know that if in any one
Church or Nation, the [ucceffion were to-

wally iaterrupted , for many years, God
y % » H‘%Y. y ’hath-
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hath left means fufficient to reftore it
1. His Word delcribeth the Office, and
giveth the Authority and obligation to the
Perfon when determined of, 2.
Determination may be made, 1. By the
due Qualificationof the Perfon : 2. The
invitivg Neceflitics of the People aud op-
portunity, 3. Mutual Confent; and with-

out thefe the Ordination and Miflion of a.

Bifhop is vain. \

8. The Church of Rome more needeth
this Do trine than the Proteftants: For it
is notorioufly certain, that regular Succeffi-
on hath failed oft and long in the Papacy,
and conlequently in its Clergy. 1. There
is no more notorious interruption than by
the utter incapacity of the Unqualified :
And fuch have been thofe that were Chil
dren or declared Sots, Bealts, Simonilts,
filthy Lechers, Hereticks, Infidels, Schif-
maticks, by .General Council, and the

-moft Papal Hiftorians. Their Succeflion
now is from Engenins the 4th. depoled as
an Heretick by a General Council, -

‘2. Whenthere have been two or three
Popes above twenty times, no man know-
eth which was the right,

3. Either Eleétion is in the power of
fome in fpecial, or not; if not, the Turks,
or Heathens, or Hereticks, may choofe
. . a

That.

 Qrdained without a Bifhop.

( €53)
a Pope : If it be, Then who have the
Power ? Its known that at firft the Bifhop

of K me was cholen by the People of one
- Congregation :

After by the Clergy and
people of the Chriftians of the City: Af-
ter that by the Bithops of the Diocels :
Sometimes by the Ewperors: Ot Arrian
Kings (with the Clergy and people :)
Sometimes by General Councils: Some-
times againft General Conncils, by an Ar-
med Faction : And of late times by things
called a Colledge of Cardinals. 1f all thefe
were lawful, no one fort have the Eleting
Power : If any was unlawful, the Succel=

fion hath been inrerropted,

4 Either the Ordination of a Superior’
is neceflary, or noc: If yea, then the Pope
having no Seperior, was never truly Or-
dained : If nory then a Presbyter may be
Rome is
more coucerned to anfwer thele things

than we.
The Four and Forticth accifed Point,

That Priefts and other Religions perfons
who have Vowed their Chaffity to God, may
[freely Marry norwithflanding their Fow,

}‘I s A AI/Z
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Anf. 1. Muft none keep Vows but

Priefts and Religious People,

2. The known DocCtrine of the Prote.
flanrs about Oaths and Vows (which you
may fee in Sanderfon de Furamcnto,) is,
1. That Antecedently it is unlawful to en-
inare our felves by unneecflary Vows, of
that whichis out of our Power, or fo mu.
table, that ir may hereafter be made our
Duty whichnow is nor. 2. But having
once Vowed, we muft diftinguith of the
Impofing, the making of the Vow, and
the Adarrer of it.  Aud that, 1. Though
it was by Parents, or others unlamfully im-
pofed, 2. And by our felves, by temerity
unlawfully made or fworny 5. Yetif the
Matter confideraris confiderandis be necef
Jary oy lanful, the Vow muft be kept:
But it it ke Sin that is Vowed, it muil not
be done. Becaufe Man’s Vows caunot ab-
rogate or fulpend Gods Laws, Can any
of your Cafuilts deny this ? '

Therefore, if Boys or Girls Vow Cha-

ftity, and it prove thar they cannot keep

it without fin, the Matter becometh to |

~ them unlawful, and they muft break it:
As forinftance : . If they cannot keep

.t without apparent hurt to their Souls by
Luft: 2. Orif the Heir of the Crown,

or fome great Eftaté, Vow it, and if he

keep

'

(135) _—
* the Kingdomn or Church 18 like
E{:c&&; by it. gg. If Parents or Prince

countermand the Vow in Youth.

Bur if they can keep it, and that keeping
become not Sin by confequent a_cc:dmu OP:
changes , they ought 10 keep it 3 t}wu h
they muft yepenc of their rafh unlaw .
making it. Gods Law s perfeCi, an |
maketh Duty enough for us, and we
fhould not foolifhly make more as Law-
givers to our lelves, when we are conict-
ous how far fhort we come of keeping

Gods own Laws.

The Five and Fortieth aconfed Point.

Thas Fafting and abfiinense from certain
Meats, 1 no:gromgdedl on éioly Scripturey .

Ccanfeth any Spiriraal good,
ﬂo?,sc!rzj’{./‘;till deyceftf ul Confufien: Protef?nts
hold, 1. Faltingisa needful Duty to feve-
ral Perfons in feveral cales.  As, L. To.
take down the Flefh when 1t groweth too.
{tiorg i Luft, 2. Forthe care of many
Dileales from fulneiss 3. 1o.exer«:t{e-
our Humiljation in times of publick E)a;1-
get and (+lamity, or .o! perfonal rci.kpen-.
tance Far {ome great Sin, or under lome
atlliction that callech for great Humnilia-

tien, . The%-
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2. They hold that Abftinence is need-

ful in it’s tine and place, as Falting is in.

_it's: Andthat all Eating and Durinking is
untawful, which gratifieth the Appetite by
Quantity or Quality againft Men's health,
and the juft Rules by which we {hould
judge what is healthful : Yea, that bare
Eating and Drinking to pleafe the Appe-
tite, which doth nor fome way conduce to
tit us for our Duty, is Sin,

3. We know that the fame Meat and

}  Drink for Quality and Quantity which is

beft for one, is hurdul and mortal to ano-
ther: And we know that FFafiing is as Phy-
fick, whether for Health, or for the Soul:
aud if we arefallen into the hands of {uch
Phyficians, as will tyeall the Land and all

the Wosld to take the fame Phyfick, and

on the fame days, to take a Purge or a
Vomit every Wednefday, Friday , and
Holy Evens, we fhall obey them when
we are a~weary of our Lives. 1 think owr
London Colledges would dcride fuch pre-
fcribers.

4. Andif any will tell us that we fhall
merit of God, and fave our felves by for-
bearing the courleft fort of Flefh, and eat-
ing the more coltly Fith, Junkets, Sweet-
meats , and drinking Wine and flrong-
Drink, we abhor {uch Mock-Faﬂs,Gfo;

Y

enade—

t

|
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God will not be mocked : But Hipocrites
turn all Religion into a Mockery. 1 have
heard thole called fritl precife Proteftants,
accufed as being again(t abftinence and
Fafting; and upon enquiry I found that.
thofe of my acquaintance, eat and drink
lefs all the year, than their accufers of my

acquaintance do on their Mock-fafting-days,

To fuch their Diet would feem a ftric¥
Faft, even Calvin that macerated his bo-
dy, with eating but a few bits once a day,
is by fome Papifts called a fenfual Glutton,
(though Maffonins faith the contrary.)

The Six and Forticth accufed Point,

That Fefus Chriff defcended not into
Hell, nor delivered thence the Souls of the

Fathers. ‘
Anf. 1. And do not thefe falfe Accu-

fers know that both the Creed which we
all profefs, and the Articles of the Church
of England, fay exprefly that Chriff de-
feended into Feli? 2. And thofe ahat dif-
like the Tranflation of £dws into Hdll, yet
grant Chrift went into ¢ ; and that’s all
the Scripture faith: So that all the donht
is but what ddws fignifieth ? Whether the
Hell of ‘Torment, or more Generally (fe

unfeen flate of feparate Souls ! 1f you mean
the
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the laft, what Protettants deny it'? If you
mean the firlt, what prefumptuous cruelry
is it, to believe that all the * Souls of the
Fathers were in' Hell, till the Death of
Chrift ? Chrit atlcadging, 7 amthe God of
Abragham 4 of liaac, and of Faceb , {ure
meant not, that God was their God, be-
caufe they were in Hell : Was Lazarw in
Hell when sdbrabams (aid, Now be is Com
forted 2 1t was a Hell of Joy and Com.
fort : \Were Samuely Ebfha, Fob, Da
niel, e, in Hell? Was Aofes in Hell,
that appeared in Gloty on the Monnt with
Elias ¢ But what is it that the‘_gnfallible

Church cannot ‘make good , when they |

have once prefumedto affinnic 2

for Sin 27}

> The Seven and Fortieth accufed Point. |
That there is no Purgaiory Fire, or other |
Prifon, wherein fin may be [asisfied for after
1his Life.
A.f. 1. Which way this Church came
" to be fo much acquainted wish Hell, and |
Purgatory, aud Prifoss, and fatisfyingin -
them, in the other \World, more than is
revealed in the Word of God, we know
not, unlefs {ome havetold chem thaccome
thence ,. or from Heaven. But for out |
parts, we think Gods Word more truk?y
tnan
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than Dead men whom we know not: God |
{endeth us to the Law, and to the Tefti-
mony : If they [peak nes according to thefe,
it 5 Wreanfe theress wo Light in them, 1(a.8,
20, Abrabam preferred Mofes and the
Prophets before one from the Dead, The
prophane citation of Scripture by him for
fuch a Purgatory-Prifon, and SatisfaCtion,
needs no anfwer fave the perufal of the
Texts. .

What mean thefe men by [ farisfying
1. If they mean that Sdn'sf:z-
Eion by the merits whereof God pardencth fin
withent difhononr to his Fuftice, Govern
menty or Law: ] Chrift, and he only, hath
thus fully fatssfied for finy already, and
shere remaineth no move Sacrifice for fin;
for by one offering he bath peifciled for
cver them that are [anitificd. '

2. But if by fatisfymg for [in, they
mean that all wnft fuffer all the punifluncur
that their.fin delerveth, then God forgiv-
ethno finatall: Forto forgive the fin, is
to forpive the punifhment: And then
they renounce the Office, Sacrifice and
Blood of Chrift, which are for the pardon
of Sin : And they renounce Baptiim and
the [ ords Supper that give and Seal it:
And they caft away all hopes of Salvation,
and damn ali Mankind : Fox all Sin delerv-

eth

A )
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eth fome degree of Damnation in Hell.
But if the Pope can pardon, fure God

doth pardon fome : To deny pardon, is

to deny all the Scripture, and all bumane
hope and mercy. _
3. Butif by [ facisfying for fin,]] they
mean that God when he forgiveth through
Chrift the deffructive everlafting Punify:
menty will yet require fome correitive tem-
poral punifiment, with which he is faid to
be fatisfied, in that he requireth no more,
we conlels de re, that luch a thing there is
in this World ; Death as Death, and Pain
as Pain are fuch; and the Curle on the
Earth, and the lofs of fome degrees of
Grace ; they are all correCtive Penalties:
And if any fay that a lower degree of Glo-
xy for the lofs of famedegree of Graceis
fuch ; or that the feparation of the Soul
{ront the Body till the RefurreCtion, hath
fome nature of Penalty ; we firive with
no man about fuch things : But de nomine
we jultly here diflike the Word, [ Saris
fyng,] becaulein common Sence, it loun
deth as fome Compenfation, and fomewhat
that is of the {fame nature with Chrifts [a-
tisfattion 5 and thatis all that Juftice re-
quireth to purchale our pardon.  And it
encourageth the ill ule of it by Papilts,

that make it meritorious.
‘ ) And

!

. gatory,

“nalty : It was Chrifts pains,
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. And de re we believe no fuch Purga-
tory, (much lefs the Popes Power to deli-
ver men out of it, for Mafles or the like,)
becaufe God tells us of no fuch thing,  And
the Primitive Churches never owned it
Auguftine fitlt feemed to doubt of it But

" 1.fiud none before that ever held it, unlefs
_you will call Origens Opinion {uch, that

thought the Devils and Damned (honld
have a time of Deliverance, (now called
Herefie.)

Asto 1 Cor. 3. 13, 15, Isthere fio fiery
Tryall of miftaken Docirine, and of the
Erroneons in this Life ? ]

Asto Fob. 11, 22, What an ]E.xpoﬁtor
is this : 1 know ([asth Marthay,) that what-
ever thow wilt ask_ of Gody he will give it
thee: Ergo, Lazarus Was delivered ont of
Purgatory. Aswell he may fay, Al Saints

“fhall bave a Refurrcition : Therefore all

are in Purgatory. Or God denyeth
Chrift nothiug - Therefore there is a Pur.

So ' Afts 2. 24. Whom God hath vaifed
upy having loofed the pains of Deathy be-
Canufe it Wwas not poffible that be fhould be
bolden of it. Here he noteth two things.
1. That where Chrift was, there was pains.
Anf. Asif Death it felf were not a Pe-
or penal State

of
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of Death, that Perer mentioneth, and the
man himfelf here confeffeth that Chrift

had no pain intharplace. 2. But hefaith
that it. was vot Chrifts, bur srhers pain that
js faid to be loofed 5 when the Text plain.:
ly faith, 1. That it was Chrifts pains of

Death. 2. Loofed by his Refurretion.
3. Becaufe it was inpoflible that he,
(not they) fhould be held of it.

So 1 Cor. 15. 24. Becaule there is no..

mention of Baptizing for the Dead e feign-‘
eth a Purgatory meant. Aud Luk, 16.9.
That Recerving at Dearh into the everaft-
sng Flabitations, proveth a Purgatory :
When yet they fay that Purgatory. is to
none an everlafting Habitations Aud Luk,
23. 42, Becawle the Thicf would be resnem-
bred by Chrift in bis Kingdom, Souls may
be holpen after death our of Purgatory.:
Asif it was Puargatory that was the Pafa
dife with Chrift, where that Thief was to
be that day : Is it vot tedious but to read
fuch prophanation of Gods Word ?

The Eight and Fortieth acenfed Point.

That it is not lawful to make

Images.
Anf. This Lie hath conquered the blufh-
ing Paffion, 1. Can fuch men bcliti-‘ve
that

or to bave

¥

T
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that there are no Protefiant Painters ?
Are theré none of aheir Shops in Londan,
or Holland ? Do none but Papifts make or
fell Pictures ? Are not the Statues of Kings
at the Exchange, the Stocks-Alarker,
Charing-Crofs ?  Are there no Images on

‘our Coyn ¢ Nor our Bamners? Nor on

the Efcutcheons of .the Nobility and Gen-
try of this and other Lands: Are there
no Images at the Sign-pofts in sll London,
norin all the Ciries, and Market-Towns
in the Kingdom? Nor in any of the
Church-Windows ?

But perhiaps they will fay, tho' we [peak
fo wniverfally (to deceive the ignorant,)
yet we meant it of Images of Religious fige
nification and wfe. Anf, And do not all
the Lutherans keep them in their Chur-
ches? Are they not continued in mofk

- Church-Windows in England ?

Obj. But at leaft it's true of the Calvi-
nifts or Puritans ¢ Anf. 1. And will you

 therefore flander the reft ? 2. But we muft

not haftily believe any thing that falle ac-
cufers fay ? Have not the Holland Calvi-
nifts multicudes of Pictures ? Did you ne-
ver fee Beza and others, Jconcs virorum
ilufbrinm, not Mr. Samnel Clerk’s Lives
with Images? Nor the Puritans Englsfh

~ Geneva Bible, with the images of the Hi-

ftories ¢
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for Chimneys, on which moft of the Hi.
flory of the Bible is painted? O! for
Truth or Modefty. o

2. Butwe confefs that’ there are fome
Images Bawdy, fome Superftitious, Ido-
latrous, or Blalphemous, which we leave
to fuch as choole them, they being not
for our ufe, (of which after,) :

The Nine and Fortieth accufed Point,

That it is nat lawful to reverence ImAages,
nor to give any bonour toinfenfible things. )
Anf, Methinks you fhould fometime
Ipeak truth, if it were but before you
aré aware, 1. Proteftants commonly
kold, that they thould give Honour to 4l
Infenfible things : They are all the work
of God ; difhonouring or not honouring
the Creature, or Work, is difhoronring or
not honouring the Creator and Maker a3
fuch,* The due praite and honour of 2
Building, a Book, ¢¢. is neceflary 1o the
due praife and bonour of the Author!
Do you think Proteftants Condemn the
18th. Pfalm, the 104th. Pfuim, the 145,
and all the reft that Magnifie the works of
© God? Is there any above a Beafl, that
doth not honour and praife Sun, Moon,
. Stars, |

\

ftories? Nor the Dutch Quar.ry-Brick'sl ;

fhell of knowing
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Stars, Heavenand Earth, Sea and Land,
as the works of God? Yea we honour
every Plant and Flower, every Vigetable
and Mineral, knowing that God is won-
derful and unfearchable in all. Whac is
Phyfick, Aftronomy, Geography, butthe
and hofiouring Gods
Works, and Godin them.

2. And the Image of Kings, of Holy
Men, are purpofely made and Printed by

Proteftants, in Love, Honour, and Reve-

rence to the perlons Living or Dead, whom
they reprefent: You may fee many
Rooms adorned with the Images of the
Fathers, and of late Divines: For their

Relationthey love with fome fort of ho-

nour the  PiCtures of thofe whom you
have burnt as Hereticks : See whether you
fird them not in Fobn Fox his A&s and
Monuments, ;

3. But we are warned oft. enough by
God, and by the milchievous effe@s of it
inthe Churches, againft all Idolatrous and
{candalous, and eninaring refpect and ufe
of Images; -which are either falle Repre-
feutations, or are ufed contrary to the fe-
cond Commandment, to Corporal Idola-
try though not mental, in fuch likenels to
the Heathen ufe of their Demons Images
and deified Heroes and Emperours, as
| feemeth
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feemeth to be but a change of the objedl
Perfons; or may teinpt others to unlawful
ufage of them: Efpecially the ufe being
rot commanded us of God, while it is
dangerous. - |

Aud we abhor the Papifts Omiffion of
the fecond Commandment, and turninﬁ
the Tenth into two, left the people thoul
perceive the evil of fuch Imagery. No

wonder that their Profelytes mult be kept

in Ignorance, and forbid the Scriptutes in
a known Tongue, without a fpecial Li
cence, when they muft not ordinarily read
or hear all the Ten Commandments, even
thefe Ten written by God himfelfin
Stone, are too much for themtobe trufted
with ; and yet all the Mals of Ceremonics,

and Ocean of Canon Laws, are not 100

much: And he that muft be killed for not
obeying thefe, muft not know all ‘Gods
own Ten Commands; yea many have
been burnt for having his Word Tran-

flated.
4. And to pray before the Image ol

Saints, and then to fay, we do not pray #o
them , but to thofe that they reprefents &
but to do what the Heathen Idolaters pro-
mifed to do to their Demons: They ufu-
ally faid, We be not fuch Fools as ro think

Wood, and Stonc, and Gold, and lm:—
£¢4
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ges, to be God. But’as the firt Com-
mandment forbids us to have any Gods but
the true God 3 fo the fecond forbids us ro
vem to have any more, tho’ our minds de-_
fpife them, or by their way of Zmage-wor-
fhip, to feem to be of their mind : For as
a man that ufeth the common Words of an
Oath, without any purpofeto Swear, -is a
prophane Swearer with the Tongue,
( which the mind fhonld better rule,) tho®
his mind Swear not; fo he that on his
Knees in -Religious Prayer, looketh on
Images, as the mediate Obje(t of his
Worthip, his a€t is bodily ldolatry,
and his mind is guilty by not better ru-
ling ic.

Where God aftixeth the mention of his
Jealoufic, even to the Third and Fourth
Generation, calling the bowers to Images,
thoje that bate him ; it is needful to us to
be jealous of our altions : Forour God is
a Confuming Fire, And we aren tigno-
rant of the Doltrine of your St. Thom.as,
who faith that the Image is to be Wor-
thipped, withthe fame fort of Worfhip
as that which it reprefénteth, and the
Image of the Crucifix, with Latria,
called Divine Worthip.

The

o
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*eﬂTbe sztieth M‘G!-tfcd Poin:ci -,

That no man bath Jeen God in any Forn
and that thevefore bis Pitture or Linuge cans

ot be made.

Anf. 1, But what il it were Lawful to
Paint God ? Is it Neceffary # Why may
you not be contented to have a painted
(God your felves? Muft all be burue and
damned as Flereticks that are not of your
mind? Wil you be jealous againft thofe
that bow ot to a painted God, as - God is
jealous againft thofe that do it ? God laith
Thon halt not bow dowa to them, nor woyfhip
them - Whete faith he, Thon [halt bow
dows to them, and worfhip them ? Ot bow to-
wards them, and {ay, [t isnotrothem? -

5. God faith, Thon [hale nor mike B
thy felf the likenefs of any tbing'invl-]eni
won or Earthy to bow down to them and.
worfbip them.  Bowing down purpolely
towards them, and before them, is inter:
pretatively bowing down to them, wort-
thippingthem. And God would not be.
{o -worfhipped : 1/a.40.16,25. To whom
will ye liken God ? Or what Iikenefs will ye
compare nnto him? To whom will ye hiken

ey or [(hall 1 be equaly [aith the foly one?
See

i\

| or Creasnre.

.yet he hath oftand earneftly for
ing Images of him to worfhip,

(169)

| Gea Leow.26.1. DeAt. 16,22, FHab, 18.

2. The Molten Image ss a Teather of
Lies.

ion It is Blafphemz to make a DPi‘ture or
1H

Image of God, but what he maketh him-
felf; asif wefaidy Godis like that Image

But this Deceiver tells us, how God
appeared to Adam and others, in a hu-

mane or fome certain fhape. Aﬂé.dl . And
id mak-

-2, Anthopomorphits, that take God to
have parts like man, are Condemned as

. Hereticks by the Church of Rome it felf,

Every notif ingi

fign of Gods attributes
is not called his led

mage 3 and man is call
his Image, for the Divine Impreflions on
his Soul, which cannot it felf be feen and
pitured. 1f God appear .by an Angel,
and that Angel. appear in humane fhape,
we are neverthelefs forbidden to worthip
God pi&tured s a man. Sun, -Moon,
Stars, yea, every Creature notifieth God
tous; yet may we not paint him like
thefe, or any other Creature. Did not
Gods. tranicendency , and his exprels
Word plainly and fre?ueml¥ reprove this,
Popery had fome {mall excules,

4

if
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If they demy :Chrifts ard his Apeftly
Words, thas no man bath feen God d
any time, fave his Son, they reproagl
shim : To fee his Works, is only .to:_.fsf
that ‘which netifieth him,.and not him
delf : Elfe every Pagon and Brute fee
" God, We deny not but the Sun, ay
Fire,-and a man may be piQlured, o
that. God being partly notified to- us-dy
ithefe, (and every Creature) may be fai
4o far to appear in them? And:. when.dy
he appear {o wonderfully as in @brily
And yet it being not his Effence in it fqll
ghat we fee.in them, but his attributes;il
part; sn Image of a ‘man, of the Sun,
Moon, Stars, of a Horfe, or a Dog, o
- Toad, ismot to be called an Image 4
God, «tfeGod may have as many lmqgQ?t
a8 Credtures, - " ¥

. ] .‘.'\1:,}
The One and Fifticth Acchfed_ FPointes

: N " a3
. Thas Bleffing or figning with the fign of th

“Cro ﬁ*, %5 'nﬁ"zﬁundgd‘ in Holy Scrspturte. s
Anf. The maa would not tell ou witr
ther he miean the Lawfulnefs of th
" only, oralfo the neceffiry of wingit.
whar are his Proofs ? . S
1. Reve 7.3 Hure not zllacdffo(trcbg,;m

' ave [ealed, (we ¥é

_fhc Trm? sil we have [ealed, Y

!

_tlcal vifion, s

e Creoli}.
oy

.

Cagr)

figned,) the Servants of onr God -in their

arehmda.
Is here any mention of Cra)ﬁng or Blefs
fing with the Crog:f An Angel in prophe.
id -to mark or feal the
Servants of God, asthofethat are not to

e deftroyed , when God commiflioneth

other Angels to deftroy the Perfecutors
Therefore the Prieft-muft fign all Chriftjans
withthe Crofs. "And I would théy did not
-infer a$ one did from Ezek, 9. 4, 50 LA0d
to the other be [aid, goye'after him through
the City and [mite s let not your Eye ‘ff""‘.’
‘nesther bave ye pity, flay utterly Old and

. Yewngy andlittle Children and Women 5 bue
" Gomie not near any man on-whom is the mark,

-and-begin ar my Santtuary.] And thus what-

‘ever Plague or Reath God bid Angels ex-

ecuteon his uncurable Enemies, Idofaters,
and Perfecutors, the Devil will teach
men, thatPriefts and their Hang-men may
execute on dll that are not marked in the
Forchead wijth a Crofs? But as long as
Rome is {o'like to Babylon, they were bet-
ter teach men a truer Expofition of the
Revelations, Thus they can prove, that
‘the Scripture isbut like a Nole of Wax,
by ufing ic as if it were fo. It was Idola-
-trous Perfecuting Rome that was to be de-
froyed, and it was thole that had Gods

12 mark,

—_—e |
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fecured.. And who is that Jdolatroms per.
[ecuting Beaft 2 S <

The aext Text is Mark 10, 16. Chrif
pwt bis hands on Childreny, and blefed tbem
And would he make men believe, - that wé
deny Chrifts biefling them or others ? Or
that Paftors may blefs the people in hiy
Name? Is, here ever 3 word of figning
withtheCrols? - S Ty

The other is Luke 24. §50. He led thin

mark, and not the Beafts that were'to bi

out as far as Rethany, and be lift sp hit]

bands and bleffed them. Therefore thé
Prielt muft Crofs men in the Forchead!
Reader, this is the fathion of thefe Men's
confuting the Reformed Catholicks, and
roving Popery, anduling Scripture. Add
ave they not realon to challenge the fol¢
Interpreting of it ? Let but the Pope and
his Priefts expound it, and it fhall all {peak
for them, and{peak Blood and Fireagainft
all_thar obey them not: But till then,
they are it's Enemies, becaule it is-th¥
" greateft Enemy to them. - S
.2, Butfoppofe Chrifts blefling had beé
Croffing: With what Face do they feign
‘Proteftants in England, to beagainft Crof
[fing in the Forehead 2 When the Worﬂd
knoweth that the Church of England iy
not oply for it, but Ejecieth and églence;lli
t . ' .

o

o (173)

all Minifters that will Baptize the Child of
the moft Godly Chriftians without it.
And they know that all the Churches called
Lutheran ufe it,  Are none of thefa Pro-
teftants ? R |

- 3. And though thofe called Non-Cou-
formifts, are_not for the ufing of it as &
dedioating SyMbol of Chriftianity in Bap-
tifmal Coverianting,  to bind-the Covenan-
ter to - that Qonfeffion and holy watfare
which is the promifed duty of the Cove-
nark, nor for denying Chriftendom to
thofe that refufe this ufe of the Crofs,
(out of‘a fear leflt this Covenanting ufe
make it 3 human Sacrament added 'to Bap
i) yet I meét with few of them that
‘Condemn the -‘ancient Chriflians, that
lived among Heathens, g_who {corned
them as worthiping a Crucified God,) fok
their. feafonable Croffing themfelves in.
thofe Heathens fight, meerly to fhew that
‘they were notafhamed of fuch a Crucified
Saviour; (not thinking what Papifts would
bring it toatlat. ) -~ - o

The Two and Fiftieth ?q:nﬁd Péint,

- That ;tbe znbh'ck Scr'v:'cé of the Churchy

onghe 7ios 1o be [aidy but in & Language thap
all the People may wuderfland,
| Is Anfs
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_:Anf. The Reformed Cathelicks indeud
hold this, with thefeexceptions: 1. Tha
by Al be meant the Ordinary Congrega
tiom 5 not meaning that if a French-man
ot a Dutch-man, ceme in among them,
they muft needs {psals to him-apart in b
own Tangue, | ' |
- 2 That if any Koflick,{lirerate,or No
vices, underftand not many words: in the
Tranflation, of the Bible, or fome sp
words of the Minifter, we muftnot therg
fore changa. the. Tranflation, nor forbeat
thole-apt,words that are fuited to the mo
Inelligent; buthelptoamend: the under
ftanding;of the Ignorant.. |

$

| . 4. The Apomes.where ever they

~Bue that in Publick and Private, th:
Coungregation fhould anderftand what they:
hear as the Word of God, and what i
faid in Confeflion, Prayer and Praile &
‘God, this wa hold as & matter of granl
importancg, o N
1. Becauft'it’s puspofely, plainlyy o
copioufly decided fo by the Holy Gho
in the Apoftle Paiil, ‘1 Cor 14. Do W
read the Chapter and judge. .
2. Becaule Chrift always Preached t
the people in a known Tongue. -
3¢, He prayed, Fob. 17. in'a know
Tongue, dnd taught them fotopray. -

A Tﬁ?

|

of a Parrot are not a Prayer.

(175

came, Preached and Prayed in a knows
Tongue. . y
5. They wrote the Gofpels, the Ads
and all their Epiftles, to whole Ghurches,,
in the ‘Tongue moft commonly koown {0
ke Reader , and fo to be read toy or.
byal. o
6. It was their ftanding Rule; Let all.
be done to Edification. . . .
= Their Preaching and writing was o},
for Teaching : And it is no Teaching o
fpeakk to men in a ftrange Language ,.
(unlefs. we be teaching: them _to uades--

. Rand it.)

8. Praying iy the exprefling of . kuawre
difives 10 God: It's no Prayer that ex-,
prefleth no Defirg, and Ignots vkl Cups:
do : Thete isno Defire, tavefenfitive Ap-
petise, that fuppofeth not Knowledge that
the thingisgoed and needful, Thewords,

sk And-s;ar;-;

e(fions of Sin is the alt of a penitent soul,

{nj{i‘ ig»h{no Repentance of Confeffion that,
is but words of they kyow not what : 108,
no penitent Confeffion to- hear or fpeak’
words, not wnderftood what Sin they
figoifie.. o, C

And to give God thanks, implyeth that
we underﬁand. what lE\flletc:ies- or. .be::_::-.
‘ [ 4y s
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fits the words exprefs.  And to piai |
-i$ underftandingly to magnifie hil: pe‘ffg?gf
ons or Works, So that words without
underflanding them, are no mora to be
c.ailif;::g_l’x_:ger;hl’tafife, Confeffion, Thankf:
» than the fingin ird is,. of
-ﬁie Crowing of a C‘Io%:k.g o a. Bgrgd h of
. 9. No reafonable man would be thus
ferved - or converfed with': A Parent in.
- deed can underftand an b4, or a look
frdm “an Infant 3 but it is on fappofition
that the Infant himfelf perceiveth what he
would have : And if jtbe not by intel-
Iectoal but ‘fenfitive perception, it is no
more.a Ferition to Eis Father, than o
Dogs ‘waiting for Food, the' the perfon
deferves more pity; So God underftand
<th the meaning ‘of Spiritual Groans, in

onethat wants words for large expreflion:: |

But that fuppofeththat it is true inward
defires after him which  thofe'. Grosiy.
ngmﬁe.bl oL ofeGroans,
+ But publick worfhip requireth a ‘cphjun:
tion bf Soul and 'Sel:vic?:? and thtté}g:'le;
a conjunét underftanding
no true Union and Commuion in the wors
fhip: - For-onefound of words with' dift
sord of defires, isno Chriftian Union‘and-
Communion. It muft be fuppofed that
either the Hearers are not -praying at all, -
or

: Elfe there is |

“"T.'f

| (177)
¢ or elfe that every one- is fecretly praying
after his own thoughts for vatious things,
without any Congord. |
. ‘What melody ‘would it be for all the
Church to ﬁn‘g(in as many Tunes as per-
fons ?- What King or Judge will rake it for
s Petition, for.a man to talk- gibbesith to.
him, or fay hie knoweth not what?
" y0. Even Papifts deride Quakers, for
_meeting to fay nothing : And whas diffe-
rence is there, when they hear and fay
nothing underftood, faving: that the Voice-
'maketh it & more pompous Mpcker?{,
thanthe Quakers Silence? O 1 who would
have thought that the primitive manner of
publick worfhip, . fhould .ever have dege-
nerated into fuch a prophane abufe of God
and man, agpinft plain Scripture, univer-
fal practice, and humane Reafon ? And this
asa parcof a grand defign to kill the' Life
of all. true. Religicn, and delude Souls
with: the -dead Carkafs of mortified For-
malites, and Ceremonies; and- that men
S  fhould think that Souls are” faved as. Wiz
~ ards.do pretend, todo Cures by Charms
| of!words not underitaod 3 they ferve God
l with -empty. thells , when they have caft’
\ away the Kernels: Like the filly Samari-
P mgWoman, that lookt for a Chrift to-
€0

e to. tel) them, whether sn this: Monne
' IAIN
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easn o at Sernfalem men ought to worfhip,

little knowing what it was to. worfhip,
God as a Spirit, in Spirit and Truthy"
when it thould be neicher at that Mountgin,

orat Fernfalem. o -

But hath this man no Scripture,. (againft
Scriprure ?) Yes, Luk, 1.8, ‘[ The people
were praying. withont, while the: I_?r-ia[{ W4,
offering. Incenfe within.7). Therefore the
publick Worfhip may be petformed, -fo

as. the people underftand not: Thar,
1. The: Priefts aCtion only out. of their |

htis the publick wosfhip, and the peo«

fi
| pﬁ:s praying .is not fo.. 2. The offering

Incenfe, is Praying;- or becaufe the peo-
ple are not to. do the Priefts Office in
Incenfe and Sacrificing, therefore Minia
fters muft pray and praife God alone,
without the people, and all this publick
worthip, 3. If the Levitical. Sacrifices
were offered by the Prieft alone, Chrifls
Gofpel worthip muft be performed by
the Prieft alone, the people not knowing
what he faith: " And che precepts and. ex-
amples -of the New-Teftament, muft all

be reduced to the Levitical Otder of Ins |

cenfe and Sacrificing. 4. And is he fure
that all the people in the ouater Cour,

- prayed they knew not what, or in an |

unknown Tongue ? What ule is Scripture.
of tothefe men ? His

(179) ;
His next is, Levit. 16, 17. None was
to goin with the Pricft to make attonement

~ for the Congregation, &c. Anf. You fee

that thefe men are Judaizers, and fet up
the Levitical Law for the Churches Rule

- of Service, as if Chrift had not changed

the Law. But our Queftion is nov now,
Whether their Prieft have any folitary at=

~ tonement to make forthe Congregation 3

but whether Chrift hath not inftitured fuch
publick worfhip, in which Minifters and
people mult underftandingly joyn 7. Doth
their Prielt cclebrate their Mals alone,
out of the peoples fight or hearing, in 2
Sancluary while they are in the outet
Court ? - Do not theis people affemble to
their Mafs ? Will they ftand to it, that,
their Church renouhceth all worthip of .
God in Holy Affemblies, fave by the
Pricft alone ? And is this the Holy Catho-
lick Church ? o
And the man here profefledly calls the
Priefts. folitary ation, the publick Services
which is for the peaple, and nos by them, and -

* therefore they need nos wnderftand ; and oll
~ the peoples Pu‘yers ave privatc and fhonld

be underftood; fo that (the Myftery ope-
ned;) cither the Prieft is all the Chnreh,
or elfe they have no publick, Chrrch Service,

- if they muit meet, that every one may .

have




Amen ] And raileth at them

(':éc' )

_have a fecret Prayer of his own, and may

only fee the Priefts Service called pub-
lick, ~ And by this he pretends_thac he
anfwereth Panl, | Cor. 14. Adding moft
fhamelefly, 1. That it feemeth there by
the Text, that the common Service of the
Church, ‘was not then in a Tongue com:
mon:y }l;ndtlsrﬂﬁod}‘) 2, fBﬁcahf'e there was
oie to fupply the place of the Ideots. to fa
Amern, wﬁgre 'hg fuaith,’ that the (,E'emw%
meny moft deceiffully and walicionfly Tran-
fated, [ He that is an Ideot, bow fﬂmﬂ be [ay
_ _ or putting
LSe beir.] O what is man, ‘and how
tncredible is the pretended infallible -Clert

£Y> ‘that can-éxpeét that all men traft theit

Souls -on ‘fuch’ palpable deceit! When
St. Paul {pent a great part of the: Chapter

- todifwade thofe that by Infpiration, could

Ipeak ftrange Languages, tha they thould
not afe them in the Church, ‘as being un.

-edifying, or at leaft not' without an Inter- |
preter 5 chis man gathers, ‘that ‘the com.. -

mon Service was in an apknown Tongue :.

Asif this diffwaded ufe.of fome Prophets |
-gift, werethe common Service. 2. And:
-when he difwadeth them from Praying

in an unknown Tongue, or giving thanks .
In it, faying, elfe how can be thar occhpi-

eth the Room of the wilearned [ay Amen, +

this .

. well

(181) |

this mau feigneth, that yet they were to
give thanks in an unkpown Tongue, and
one wasto fupply the place -of the Jdeot
ot unlearned, in faying Amen (See
verl, 23.) Pawl would have all fay Amen,
this man fays enc was ro-do is for them
Pani srgueth that therefore- they mpit
fpeak to the underftanding of the unlearn.
ed : This ‘man turneth his owa words
againft him': Both his Supplier of the /de-

ots place himfelf, underftand or not ?

Ifnot, Pan! faith, Hew can he fay Amen?
If he do, how doth he fupply the place
of the Ideots, that are fuppofed fhould
fay Amen, and cannot ? B
“For the fake of this Chapter and In.
ftance, 1(hall never think any words fo
plain, that Papifts cantiot turn againft their
moft evident {enfe. | 2
- - But what isthe Man’ pretence for this.

erroneous Confidence ? Why, the Vulgar
- Latine Tradflateth i, Qui fupples locum,

infead of Qui implet locum : Ang that Le-
tin Tranflator by fipplet meant the fame
as smples 4 poffidet vel tenet ; dyurrmpcly is

ﬁnown‘to flignifie to fil wp : Their
own Expolitorsare many of them for the
Sence which this ' Doctor chargeth as 4e-

- eeitfully and ‘malicionfly given s Cormcling a
Lapide laish that, dreamgedy is Denno i

plere,
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pleve, wvel fimul & Communiter ormes.im
plerey to fill againy ot all -t.ogctber, orin
ommon to gll :
andolti , bt Qui locum occnpat snter ine
doites, or Idiote locum temet.

And fo it is expourided by the andi:,
eng, Chryfoftom 5 Occnmenins 4 Thcophys

And are not thefe Roman Priefts. ndto.
rioufly Perjured, that all ‘Swear 1o e
pound the ‘Scripture, according to the.
utanimous confent of the Fathers, when

as (befides that the Fathers have bat!few §
of them ‘written Commentaries on the §;

. Sctiprures , there are very few of them
thac unanimoufly agree, of the Sence of
the one hall of the Scripture Texts, but

. .either fay nothing of them, or differ:

And not only in this, but in" moft points |

med by this Dodors Touchftone, he | -
i ] 71 Fromthe Serpents Seed, anddis deceiv-

And’ what meaneth the man to rail a
thend, thatfay Sobe #t, inftead ‘of Ament
Is it not a true Tranflation ? But he wil

and ";trbers go flatagainft them?

prove that it {hould not be Tr'anﬂatcd} |

and confequently that Sereice may be fa/

in an unkuaown Tongune , for Amen is not
. Greek but Hebrew, Anf. 1. Whe «can
ftand before thefe Arguments, if they be
but backt with Guns and Sw.ords,_zt
. Swith”

cis not Qui fuppler Vicem

-

Smirhfield Fires, which are too hot for any
Anfwer fave Patience. He mayallo prove

“itfrom Chrilts Words on the Crols, Els

Eloi Lamafabacebani : For Chrift was now
the moft publick Prieft, and was offering
the moft publick Service by his Sacrifice:
Ergo, the publick Service fhould be in an
pnﬁnown Tengue : And it may be, they
‘may find fome other untranflated word,
that fhall confute- ot only ali.the Bible,

", butall the Septuagint and Vulgar Latine
~ Tranflations, e

- But feeing thele Men’s Arguments are
too hot for me to anfwer, as they might
know that the Church of England refuleth
got AME N, foneither.will I, (though
as I can prove, .that the Corinthian Church
were Hebrews.and Gentiles mixt, and that
Amen was undertood by both; [o Prote-
ftants ufe it asa word underftood.) A

ing [ubtil Lies : From Cain and his Swc-
ceffonrs, and the malignans and Blood-thir-
Sty Enemics.of dAbels fairh(ul acceptable wor-
fhip'y from [uch & worldly.and flefhly Sa-

- cred Generation as take gain_for Godlineff,

and ruake their ‘worldly carnal ‘intereft the
Standard-of their Religion, and their prond
Domination to pafs for the Kingdom of

1Ghrift : From an Ufurping Vice-Chrift,

whofe
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whofe ambition is fo bonndlefs, i to extend
to the Prophetical, Pricftly and Kingly I
Headfhiv, over all the Earth, even ar thy
Antipodes 3 and to that which is propet

to God himielf, and our Redeemer: &

From a Leprous Set , which Condemneth

the far greateft part of all Chrifts Church
on Earth, and {eparateth from them,

and calleth it felf, the whole and only

Clhurch : From that Church that de- |

not all humane Senfe, by believing that

Bread is not Bread, mor that IWVine is

Winé , but Chrifts very Flefh and Blood,

who now hath properly no Fleth and
Blood,” but a Spiritual Body; and that
decreeth the Excommunication, Depo-
fiion, and Damnation, of all Princes
that will not exterminate all fuch; and
ablolveth their Subjecls from their
Oaths of Allegiance: From that Beaft
whole Matk is P E R Perjury, Perfidi-
onfrcfs , and DPerfecusion, and that think
they do God acceptable Service, by kil-
ling his Servants, or tormenting them;
and that Religion which feedeth on Corifts
Flefh, by Sacrificing thofe that he calleth’
his Fleth and Boues, Ephel. 5. Fl:om
the infernal Dragon, the Father of Lies,

Malice , and Murder , and all his
Mini-

4
creeth Deftruélion, to all that renounce e

(185) |
Minifters and Kingdom of Darknefs: |
GOOD LORD make hatte to de-
liver thy Flock ; and confirm their Faith, |
Hope, Patience, and their Joyful defire, |
of the great, true, final, Glorious De- |
liverance, AMEN, A M EN, |
AMEN,

FINTIS,

.This Book was delivered by My. Baxter

bimfelf to the Bookseler, and not being
Jeen by s the Authours of the Epiitle to
the Reader, 15/l the Shucts were printed,.
thefe ER R A T A% wmnft be corrected.

Age 76. line 24, rcad after God through him.
Page 81.). 14. read Conuerted for Convitled.
Page 94. 1. 24. read converted for conticted.
Page 96. 1. 21, read they do hold, for do they holA.
Page 97. L. 1.read finlefs for [encelels.
Page 116. ). o, read intuition for intestion.
Page 119. 1. 19, read Reneus for Romans,

. - Page 149. L 4. 1. Ordainers for Ordinances;

C e - ——— -

Page 140. 1. 15,16, 1. preference for prevencea

‘Page 142.1, a1, 1. Councils for Conncil,

Page 163, L. 10. 1. there is mention.
Page 165. 1. 3. 1. Vegetable. .
Page 146, 1. 37, 38, L profejfed for promifed..
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Books Printed for John Salusbury
at the Sun over againft the Royal
Exchange i Cornhill.
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{

A N end of Dostrinal Cantrawer-é

A fies, which have lately tron!
bled the Churches, by Reconciling |
Explication without much difputing:
by Riéchard Baxzer, o
The Certainty of the World of
Spirits, fully evinced by unqueftion
able Hiftories of Apparitions and
Witcherafts, proving the Immorta:
lity of Souls. By Richard Baxter, »
The Harmony of the Diwvine A+
tribuzes in the Contrivance and Ac
eomplilbment of Mans Redemption|
by our Lord
Pliliam Bites, D. D

"
N

Thc'*;

K
A

Jefus Chrift, e By -

Books (0ld by J. Salusbury.

The Duty and Blefsing of a Ten-
der Confcience, plainly ﬁatcd, and
earneftly recommended to all that
regard Acceptance with God. By
T. Crafo.

Two Sermons, opening the Na-
ture of Participation with, and de.
montftrating the Neceflity of Purifi-
cation by Chrift. By the fame Ay.
thor.

Five Sermons on various Occafi-
ons : by the fame Authour.

The Mirror of Divine Love Un-
vailed: In a Paraphrafe of the
high and myfterious Song of So/p-
mon.

Tho Countreys Concurrence with
the Losdon United Minifters. By s,
Chandler.

A Summary or Abridgement of
the whole Bible, whereby Children,
and the Younger fort, may learn
the Contents of it in a very fhort
time, and give an Account of the
principal paffages of it,
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ooks fold by J. Salusbury.
A New Exarhination of the Ac
cidence and Grammer. | i
A New Difcourfe on the Mar-
riage of Ifaac and Rebecka. 12°
The Suffering Chriftian. 12°
~ Noftradamus’s Prophefies. -
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i ons ; or may tampt ochers to-unliwiel
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the (econd Commandment, and turnin
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petceive the evil of fuch Imagery. Nq
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cence, whenthey muit not ordinarily read
even

" . thefe Ten written by God  himfelf ih
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. own Ten Commands; yea many have

¥ been burnt for having his Word Tran- |
: { who faith that the Image is to

. n‘ttd

8 .. 4. And to pray before the Image ot

2 Smnt‘, “and then to fay, we do not pray to
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They ufu:
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.uy faid, Webe not fuch Fools as to think

\_ Wood, and Stone, and Gold, and Ima= | "
B | _ ges, ’
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_thr rue God 3

i e them, of ythecr
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L ¢hat bowmott0 A painted’ ‘God, as 'God ‘i§ h“; A
p- - -jedlous againt chofe that doit ? God faith; Heretlpcke . b
_ ’  Tbou fhals not bow down to them, nor worﬂnp ‘E uoiifv
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