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Right Worfhipfull 3
t . . 3
5;{? - Sir Henry Herbert, At, &e.
i Mm "N\ H¢ reafons arc: many
BRI T A_ N , ' which induce w2 to pre- |
F NI C'%'," M , . fume to dsrelt thefe Pa- 4
é pers firft to you, and

to tell the werld how much I honour
you z firfl my perfonal ancient obli-
gations toyou : [econdly, Principal-
lyy your approved wifdom and mo-
derasion, and taking part with the
waics of Charity and Peace, in yowr
mosk publick capacity in thefe try-
ing times : thirdly, your Relation
to the Noble Author on whofe wri-.
ting I here Animaduvers ; which s
it s your bonowr to be the Brother .
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o of fo learned and ingenions a Lord,
and the Brother of Jo excellently bo-

The Epiftle Dedicatory.
¢ _/}ian Faith: 1am[o far from vbri-

G
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by as well as learned and ingenions
a perfon, os My, George Herbert,
Orator to the Univerfity of Cam-
bridge, and a faithful Paffor in
the Englifb Charch 3 [o it obligeth
me the more to give you an account
of this Animadverfion, It is long
Jince I [ought after the Book, as pro-
wvoked by the Title and the honour
of the eAuthors mame, and received
it froms you as yeur gift. The premi-
fed Letter from an unknown perfon
of the fame name, occafioned me to
reviewit: The [ad cafe of manyef
my acquaintance, and the increafe
of Infidelity of late , efpecially a-
rwong debauched [enfual Gallants,
and the danger of England bereby,
and the Temptations agasnst which
the best of Chriftians have need of
help, were the Reafons of my pre-
fumption, it being my Calling o
" propagate and vindicate the Chri-

.o bian

ting againft his whole Book, that I
gake moft of bis Rules and Notions
de Veritate, #o be of fingular ufé.
And had [o grear & wit had bur the
Internal Conditions due to [uch an
Intclle@ual apprehenfion , as his
and yonr boly andexcellent Brother
had s no doubt but our [upernatnral
Revelitions and VPerities, wonld
have appeared evident to him, and
poffeft his fonl with [o fweet aguft,
andfervent afcendent holy LOVE,
as breatheth in Mr.G. Herbert's
Poems, and s would have made
them as clear to bim in their kind,
as Jome of his Notitiz Communes.
The tyuth is, as he was toolow to
us, who number not odr Divine Ré-
velations swith the Verelimilia,
but with the Certain Verities 3 fo
he was too kiigh for the Atheiftical
Scnlualifts of this nge: And 1wonld
they would learn of him, that the

Being and Perfe@ions of 3o,
A 2 the
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

the duty of werlhipping him,and
of holy Conformity and Obedi-
cice io him, and particolarlyali
the ten Commandiments, i€ nc-
neceflity of tue Repentance, and

the Lifcro Comao, with the Souls
Tmmortaiity,are all Notitia Com-
munes. azd uch INatural Certain-
tics, as that the denyal of them doth
unman them. To know thisand to
live accordingly, would make a
great alteration in onr dimes: And
Chrittianity conld not be difrelifled
by fuch,that Jo know asd do. 1 may

the Canfe I plead for, will make it
needlefito meto ~pologile for my
boldne (S in medling with [uch an
Author, swhile 140 1t with all ten-
dernefS of his deferved honowr ; 1
remain Yinr obliped Servant,
Richard Baxter.

Jan, 17. 167-.

the Row ards and Punifbments of

well [uppofe that your approbation of

> W 1 fudl
Was right glad, whqj 3ol
heard that you had wm[u‘nlzna

put to Print, a Bool of the Re :

fons of the Chrittian Rch;;mﬁ\z

and 1 did immediacely buyd't i
Book , hoping that 1n the tl{w ‘l‘l?.t’,
and Perafing of it, 1 might AM[*L y
ccived fatisfaciion as to iy dnfu f: :
{cruple, and an anfwer Loy ulg.(;,;
toall ObjeCtions, thatin Ru\‘{\:m ‘1.1 )
be raifed againft the ¢ roundy ol:ﬁ
faid Chriftian Religion; b:-‘,.-..u_nc, ; \‘d
thinh vou to be ws able to fay &\h .
wiite as much as any man “{)'}1]‘1'[
thing, havingas 1 thought ﬂ:ll’l‘..l‘tt fl
s much as any that 1 had heard o ;
but in the reading and perufing 1t
contrary to 1mny c.xpc{tzll‘lo.n 't(f“ltl'nd it
to be thortof giving mce fatisfac ion. -
For the greateft owaﬁon of any
doubt or foruple manry thing, tending
oy relating O the Chriftian Rc‘hgmn
that | atany tune had or have, were

fvomn that varioufnefs and contraricty,
A4 if
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gy - “if not contradiions, which are, or at
~ leaft feem to be, inthe writings of the

Booksreceived for Scripture.
t Butyou inanfwer to that Objecti-
on, page 412. {ay, Nothing but igne-

ftand once the true meaning, and al-
low for the errors of Printers, Tran-
fcribers, and Tranflators; and there
will no fuch thing be found.

But you neither tell me which are
thofe errors, nor yet how I may know
them.

1. Therefore I humbly pray you

(inwriting) totell me, whether that

which is written in the firft Chapter of
Basthews Gofpel, verfe 8, o, where
P Musthew writes, that Joram begat O.
4 %iasand Ozie begat Foatham, ge any
error of the Tranfcribers, Tranflators

or Printers,or the contrary to it, which

i8 written in the fecond book of the
{ Kings, andinthe books of the Chro-
. micles; ifnot, how may they be un-
derftood, for in thofe books it is writ-

{  tenthat 7orem was Father to Abaziab,
. and Ahaziah was Father to 7oafb, and
i Zoafh was Father to Amaziah, and A.
mAzsah

| W
.

Apoftles and Evangelifts and other
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rance maketh men think fo; under- - |
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mazsak was Eather to Azars .,ab 4
zarsah Was Fath;r tg | ?ol:s‘h“t’l'l’ c’rc ?s e

f which Books, ‘
aco(\:z(::u:tnohtmdred Years bctwcc_n ;hc,
death of Joram the fon of Fehofaphat,

and foathams Whether that
2. And Secondly, ke in his Gor-

which is written by L of
, Chapter 24. ver[. 9,10.22,23.
8/‘;:“(::&?1{5 writes, that Mm’hﬂg{ﬁ
dalen and other Women, told tt IF ;
ciples, that they had fccnﬂf’n ion gs.
Angels, which faid, that Jelus l'wc ;
tifen from the dead, and wz;s quv‘m,-_
whether thisbe any error of the Tr n
fcribers, Tranflators and Prmtcrs},‘ o
any of them; %r d}ih Cc;gtlrl?:é \:fpcf,‘
is written by St. jonn
‘fir“lllc writes Chap. 20. fucr[ef zh : 'Il‘;l:trt
Mary Magdalen told twooft Tfu -
ciples, anf faid f\o tl_xim:: I'If‘zc:zsg hasé
’ ing the Adv )
fa(l)fgnr;‘:v?;nt e Lord out of the Sc;')ul-
cher, and we know not where ticy

: id him. '
hmllfc tl:)ltd hol\:/nmay I underftand ther
to be both true Teftimonies or l::; |
ports, for '\tfccmctl; t‘:y I;uf,cqigin cr,, |

. is 24 o

32. and 23,24 O,A %
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th?; M.y and the other Women had
told thofe things of their feeing the
Angcls,.which faid that Jefus was rifen
and alive, before that Peter ran or
went to the Sepulcher.

]3- Apd Thirdly ; Whether that
whichis written by Azathew, in the
28th. Chapter of his Gofpel, that the
Angel faid to Mary Magdalen and the
other Afery, fearnot ye, for I know
that ye feck Jefus which was Crucifi-
ed, he isnot here, for he is rifen, as he
faid, Come fee the place where the
Lord luy, and go quicily and te!l his
Difeiples that he' is rifen from the
dead, and behold he goeth before you
1010 Gal.lec, there fhall you feehim
fo Thaverteld you, )
And they departed quickly from
the Sepulcher with fear and great joy
and did run to bring his Di(‘ciplcs?
word, and as they weat to tetl his DiC
ciples, behold Jefus met them | fee

Mat. 28.1,5,06,7, 5, 0. v. )
Whether [ fay was this which is
written in St. AZuthens Gofpel, that
I have here Tranferibed, faid to the
Women, and that the \Women re-
turned from the Sepulcher to tell the
' Iuferples,
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Difciples, before that Aoy M ghsi
len [2id to him that the fuppofedgd
be the Gardiner, If thou haft born ;
him hence, tell me where thou haft '
laid him, and I will take him away,
9obn 20.15. or whether therc be any
crror of Tranferibers, Tranflators or
Printers in thofc Texts 5 if not, how
may 1 underftand them to be truere-—
potts. -
Sir, I thall trouble you with no more
hut thefe few places which 1 have pro:
pofed in three Queftions orParticulars,
although there are feveral other Texts,
that I do noet underftand how they |
may be reconciled, but if you fhall
by ftrength of Argument Grounded.
upon found Reafon, make appear that
it was nothing but Ignorancc hath
made me to think that thofe Telli-
monics agree not, but are contiary
one to the other ; and that they may
be fo underftood as thatno fuch thing
will appear in them, then [ludlbe
ready and will with you conclude und ¢
fay fo too, and for the futuce fuppole j
that orher places of thofe books which B
are received for Scripturey as feem to
be contrary to one another, may be A7
Revons- '
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Reconciled, though I do not under-
ftand how

But on the contrary, if youdonot :

endeavour by fuch found and plain
Arguments to make it appear that
thefc Texts here Tranferibed by me,
may be underftood fo as that no con-
sradiCtion is in them,

I muft think that it was nothing
but Ignorance that made you fay that
which you have faid, in anfwer to
that and fome other objc(tions,

Therefore I humbly and carneftly
pray and befeech you, both in defence
of your own writings as alfo in de-
fence of thofe Books in which you fay
you think that no one error or contra.
dition in any matter can be proved,

tomakeitappear in truth and plain.

nefs.

Ifyou judge I have erred from the
truth, 1 hope you will endeavour to
- o convert me fromthe error of my

wa?(, if any fuch be; which if you
fhall do, no doubt but it willbea good
work, fcc James §. ulr.

Sir, Itis youradvice, that in fuch
kind of Scruples, the doubtful thould
apply himfelf for fatisfaion to fome

Minie

(7) ,
Minifter ; therefore do I write to you,
and if you fhall not give mec a gentle
and plain Anfwer, I fhall be difcourag-
ed to make my Scruples known to any .
% other; therefore in cxpedtation” of
% your plain Anfwer, I Remain

: Your Loving Friendin
4 the Bond of Peace.

L T
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TETFOV IV TTIITVG
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T\Vo forts of perfons ufc to

trouble me and others, with

their Objections againft the

Chriftian Religion.  Firft,
Some Papifts, who profefs to believe
it, but i defigne do act the part of
Infidels, that they may loofc men
from all Religion, in hope to bring
them over to theirs, when they have
taken them off all other.  For he that
can make another man believe that he
was hitherto totally mifled is likeft to
become the Mafter of his Faith: For
men are apt to think that none can fo
cafily and certainly thew them the
cruth, -as he that hath fhewed them
their error. And when ien once think
that according to the Grounds of the
Reformed Churches, they can have no
certainty of Fasth, they will the cahlicr
be brought to the way of thofe men,
who promife them that certainty
which they make them believe that
others want,

Second-

RPN mameesse .
(9)

gecondly, The other fort are Infi
dls, who of latc are grown nuimerous
and audacious, snd look {o big and

‘ot fpeak folowd, 43tV acuaint ys that
N itis not they that are filenced (in their
‘A fpeaking piace) nor driven ﬁv.c milces
7 from every City and Gorporation.
© \Which fortyou arc of, [ know not:
© Y rcad your marme, and that youare a
- Sojouracr 5 but finding that you writc
. notus a render Doubter, who dch‘rcth
.o be coucealed, bur as a (,_'onﬁden:
rain-fuyer of the Chriftian Verity, and
ot knowing how fafely to fend a Let-
ter to the place where you fay you fo-
journ, 1 have thought thatit willbe
hoft plealing to youte come 1o you
¢ by the fame way, as the book did
which you except againft which was
written upon the provocation of a
paper Scattcred among the Schollars
Y of Oxford , When the Oxford Oath
4 and Act were made in the tune of the
4 grcat Plague, as by onc that was un-
% fatisfied in the Grounds of Chriftiani-
ty ; but I firongly fufpected was write
ten by a Papift, it was made fo fuit~
able to their defigns. )
In two things you

N
e
)

ey,
A
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have not dealt:
' Iighth
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righteoufly and ingenioufly withme, § Sevspruresas the word of God s certainly
1. In J\'a; you have not anfwered (g 2rHe 5 and no error or contradittion can
the Grounded Proofs of the Chriftian 3§ be proved in ity bus what is in fome Co-
Verity which have laid down, bub 3 pies byshe fanlt of Printers, Tranferibers
nibble at the Anfwer to fome Objecii: 34 or Tranflators.

ons, whichisuotthe way of a Lover "} Prop. 3. That he that firft proveth
of the truth, ishe Trush of the Chriftian Faith by folid

P ) 4
Sevidense, mayand M‘i’” to be certain of
“that truth, though hebe not able 1o folve

my anfwer to that fume objettion; abour ‘all foeming contradictions in the Seris
fuppofed Contradi{tions,j in the Scri. “Pwres or anfwer all objeitions which
ecchrre,

ptures ; where I fhewed you: .s
that if that which you g,bjeét lf:ﬁfc’ ¢ Prop.4. Thetruc method of one thas
granted, it would not overthrow the ‘iWoWd arrive as cortasmy, and not de-

certainty of the Chriftian Faith. B Hceive bimfelf and others, 1 tolay firft the
thofe thould have been (;‘:)nc byo;:: Mundamental proifs, and examine thess

impartial man. saill be is therclg sonfirmed, and after-
he method which the nature of - Y

ards to try the by-objeCtions as he is able;
the Caufe requireth me now to ufe, in  5ednd nos 10 begiri firff as the anfwering

my anfwer to you, fhall be in the ma- 5 uch by-objetted difficuities, and judgsn
nifefting thcfcy fol’lowing ;,';;Pig:?_ * of aB the canfe theveby, Of thefe I lhaﬁ
ons. ‘snow fpeak 1n order. .

% And whereas you befpeak Plainefl -

Prop. 1. That if it conld n

proved shar every kil of the ”}f{,ﬁfﬁ Jand Gemlenef in the Anfwer, 1{hall
> f sstrue, northe pen-men infallible or in: BTN YOU the firft as far as in' fuch
f  defeltible inevery particle, yer might we ghatt and brevity 1 am able; Andthe
bave a certainty of the C riffian Reli- @ccond as far as the naturc of the caufe
ghon. @will bear, But if you account all

B1p. 2. That yes all hat i inthe | Chriftians deccived fools, you meuf p:g’;
Seri= |

Z. Inthat youtake no notice of, or
make no anfwer to, thti[tcond part of




(12)
expeét to be called wife, nor that |
fhould ﬂarter you, and tell you that
.Apoﬂa/?c 15 a ﬂute of fafctj . Forl that
belicve £eb.6. and ro. muft think that

difplealing you.

Prop. 1. If dr could ot by be pro-
wved that cvery word of the Scripuures ts
tvue, nor the P mei infallible or tnde.
febtible in every particle, yet might we
bave a certainy of the Chiiftian Rels-

iont.

The reafon is, Becaufe every par-

pare of the Chriftian Religion, ( no nor
any [neegral pare, 1f you take the Chrs-
fHan Relszion 1tricly, for the DoQtrine
of neccltary Beficf, Deive and Pra-
fhice : ) And that part which 1 indeed
the effence (yea or Jntegrity) of Chri-
ftianity, may be certainly proved and
believed, without our being able to
prove the certainty or truth of allthe
reft which is in the Scriptures.

The Holy Scriptures contain al o
Religion, and fomewhat more ; that 1s,
the Accidents and appurtenances of 'st.
As the body of a man, befides the pares

Effential

this were not Genelenef but Cruelty,
and worlc than to kill 'you for fearof 3

yiclein the Scripture, is not an effential

(13)
EJemtial and Integral hath its Aecs-
dents; fuch as are the Jfair and the
Colowr (and fome Humonrs) which are
for Beauty and other ufes, though not
parts. So farare the Tapills from be-
ing in the right, who think that the
Chriftian Religionis not all (but part)
conrained inthe Seriptwres, that there
is more than all thatis neceffury to [ilva-
tivil, even the appureenances which
have an aptitude to the adorning and
promoting of the reft.

Ta know who was the Father of
every perfon mentioned in the Bibles
Genealogies, to know what age each
perfon was of whofeage is there men.
tioned ; to know the name of every
perfon,and every Town ; to know how
tar cach City was from another whofe
Jiftances are there exprefled; with a
multitude of fuch like Hiflorical, Ge-
nmlogical , Chromslegical , T opo‘gr(tpb'i-
cal, Phyfical, incidental pallages, 18
but an .ppurtenance, and not ftrictly a
part ( E ][gmiﬂl o Integral) of the Chi-
{tian Faith, of Holincts or Religion.

Yet remember that we maintain as
certain, that they arc all Lyars whe

accufc God of Lying ; And that,what-
' ever




(1)
ever fome ignorantly talk to the con-
traty, Gedcannet lie. See the excel

leat Amefius his Difputation, of this -

Queftion, An fulfum fube(fe poteft fidei
divine, after his Medulia Theologie
(which book with his Cafes of Con-
fcierice; and Alffedisu his Encyclopedia,
may (after the Scriptures and Con-
totdince) make a good Divine, and
bea better Library than the Fathers of
the fotrth Cowncil. Carth. were ac-
quaiiited with.) He that thinketh God
can lie; deftroyeth the Objeltum For-
tale fidel divine, and therefore can

haveno Faith, If God could lieinons

thing, we fhould mever be fure that he
tevealeth the truth, unlefs by {2:!1- it
folf and after-experience. All Faith
gocth upon fuch a Syllogifm as this
[Whasfocver God fwith vs true : But this
God fasth, Ergo, st s tyue] So that who-
foever believeth every word in the
Scripture to be Gods word, muft be-
licveit all to be true; or he can believe
hone ofitatall.

But yet it is poffible for 4 man to
belicve ‘one part of the Bible to be
Gods Word, and not another part ;
which necdeth no proof,

Becaufe

Becaufe that many of the ancient
Churches for a certain time, doubted
of, yea, received not the Epiftle of
Yames, Peter 2d, the Heb. Apocal. &c.
and yet were truly of the Chriftian Re-
ligion. ;
Firft, We deny notbut that there
are many falfe and wicked fayings hs-

erically recited in the Scripture (‘as
he faying of Cain, Pharach, Gehezs,
he falfe Prophets,the Devil ('of job,to

hrift, &c.) but the Scripture is never-
helefs true : For it is crue that all thefe
untruths were fpoken.

Secondly, The Difciples of Chrift
vere not abfolutely and in all things in.

4llible, as all Chriftians do Confefs.
hey were not as perfect in Know--
cdge asnow they arein Heaven. Ei-
her Paul or Barmabas was miftaken
bout the fitnefs of Aark_ to go with
hem.

Thirdly, There was a fmmr affift-

t

ne of the Spirit promifed them when
wo or three of them were affembled in
brists name, than when they pro.
feeded fingly, Aas. 18,18, But there’
an be nothing above perfelt infaliibi-

ity and smpeccabslity to them all.
| ' _Fourth-
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Fourthly, We confefs that Chrifks
Difciples were not sndefcétible or fin-
lefs. As their wnderst.indings, 1o their
wills and lives, had (Hill fome imper-
feCtions. Ak, Pl and Silas did
not all perfectly do their dutices, in the
cale they differed about. Perer did aa

mifs m avotding the Gentile Chrifti-§
ans, when Pl blamed him openly, |
Gl 2. Aud Burmidus and odiers did B
put Ju vell i beng drawn away to§
Vohen Panl §
[ hove siv man likel

e . oy .

G aae calhe JLaior

faith of 7, »».w.'l";- '
[ T 1 -

minded - -ond ol others, Ther all feek

thetr owan, (e vool ot alfi Chesflians

" that bud the Spirst 1o Le porf i i any

man had aot e Spivicof S, he
wasnone of Las, Rorz. 8. ¢. Aud the
very wrangling deciang Goaluthsans,
had reccrved 1hir (piiiry, Gl 3.1,2, 3.

And fo had the wrangling Corimbhians |

Cbr;f'f 2 tuira, 2 Cer 8%,
Fitthly , Ve confeds ilar he who

is either 1fallib’ or defellble (lyablel

toerreror fiu) is of himfe £ capable of
being decowed and of decerving others,

If he were dnfallibi. in refpect of thel

Knowledg of all the Truth, yet while

-,

he cun fin (of himfelf confidered) hef
canj

- (17)

can be heedlefs, carelefs, rath, par-
tial, and for by refpells fpeuk too
little or too much, Itisthe Devilslaft
method , to undo by cverdoing, and
foto defiroy the authority of the Apo-
{tles by over magnifying them, theres
fore we will not ufe his methods, nor
deny any of this,

Sixthly, Morcover, we confefs that
it is poflible for a good Chriftiauto
doubt whether thofe that were but
Evangelifts (as Markeand Lukc) had
the fame promife of the Spirits mfalli-
ble afliftance with the Apoftles; fee-
ing we find not that promife fo expref-
ly any where made to them. And
thereupon hic may poflibly think that
fome crrors may confift with their
meafure of the Spirit, as it did with
many Chiiftians who had the famc'
Spirit.

Seventhly, And wc do not believe
that the cxtraordinary operations of
the Spirit were alwaies equally in the
Apoflles themfclves ; we fuppofe the
Prophets could not alwaies Prophefie,
nor thofc that fpake with tongues, ufe
that gift at their own pleafure, nor yet
thofe that did miracles, healed the

fick,




(18) "
fick, or raifed thedead : But thatthe §
Spirit wrought, as in various forts and
meafures in feveral perfons, (1 Cor,
12.) fo alfo ar various times, and in
various meafuresin the fame perfon,
Whereupon it is poffible for 2 good
Chriftian to doubt, whether every % ons which were then done : gas what
word in Scripture was written then, 3 was the place and power o Hered,
when the writer had the gift of infal- :d Archelam, Pilate, Fabix, Fefim, &c.)
libility and indefectibility. of and fuch other parts of common Hi-

Eighthly, And we do confefs our § ftory.
felves, that the Apoftles had notthe ##  Ninethly, And we all confefs that
infallible Spirit giventhem for every @ the words are but as the Body of the
#fe or thing that they had to do; but 8 Scripture and the Jenfe as the Soul:
for thofe masters about whichthey had @ And that the words ‘are for the fenfe.

ccialneed of ie and ufe for ity to ful- B And there is more of the Spirits afhift-
fill their office. The Spirit was notfo § anccinthe fenfe and foul of the Scri.
neceflary for them to difcern thofe g pture than in the words and body: And
things by, which the common fenfe and g that there is in the phrafe and merhod
underftanding of aman, was fufficient B fomewhat of (blamelefs) humane im-
to difcern. They could taft fweet from @ perfeCtion: And that as David was
| bitter, fecl heat from cold , difcern ~;not fronger then Goliah, nor his wea-
light from darknefs, without an Infal-  “ipons more excellent in themfelves,
lible extraordinary Spirit. And fobeing gjbut God would overcome firength by
ey¢ and ear witneffes, of what Chriftdid  ¥jthe means of the more weak ; fo an
and faid, of his words, hjs‘nﬁmc]cs’ 8 driftorle may be more accurate in me-
his refurreCtion , his afcenfion, they §fhod, and a Demofthenes, ¥arro or €s-
might infallibly know them by ordina.  @¢roin words and phrafe than an Apo-
ry means. And fo a good Chriftian 3gtlc; And they may beleftfo the im-

. may

may doubt whether they had the Spi-
rit infallibly, to tranfcribe and cite
C\'Cl‘?l paffage in the old TeRament,
vilible to all, or to relate the things
which they faw done with their cyes ;
or to report the hiftory of feveral acti-

2y TS
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perfections of their feveral gifts (di-
vetfificd by nature or education) in
their ftile. Aud God may hide that
from the wifc and prudent whichhe
revealeth to babes; And by the fool:
ithnefs of Prcaching may fave belic:
vers, and confound the wifdom of the
world and by things that arc not,bring
1o nought things that are, thatno fleth
may glory in his fight. Nor do we fay
that no man may feck or attain more
Logick, Philofophy or Grammar than
he findcthin the Scriptures.
‘Tenthly, As Proteftants recerve not

not recetved fo many as thereft s And
fome part of the Scripture is not the

think it of more uncertain credit,

fo many Books as Canonical as the
Papits.do, fo fome Proteltants have @

fo may poflibly erre in thinking that §
word of God, and coufequently may |
Cleventhlv, Some have thought @

that Azaehew being at firflt written i‘l‘l 5
Hebrew or Syriack, and after tran- §

{21)
of Infallibility, though doubtlefs they
erre who {o conclude.

Twelfthly , Some think, that as
certainly thereare a great number of
various Readings, which all prove
that fome of the Copies crre, fo itis
uncertam to us,whether all thofe which
we have, may not in fome words or
particies duffer from others which we
havenot, and fromthe autographs;
fecing each feribe had not a promifc of
Infalhbility.

Thirteenthly, If fome particular
Books of Scripture were not extant,or
never known to fome men, yet the
reft may teach thofe fame men, all the
Chniftian Religion, to their Salvation.
Therefore if they may be Chriftians
and faved without knowing of that
particular Book, they may poflibly be
fo, without knowing that it is Cano-
meal, or of Divine and certain
truth. _

Fourteenthly, Yeca more, no doubt

lazed into Greek, that the Tranilator B butit is poffible to be faved Gand 10

being unknown, the credit of the 3 o sood Chriftians)without being cer-

Tranilation mutt be the lefs cerrain, @ i ohovic contained in e onc

becaufe they know not whether the @ ooy of the Bible, totally ; for he that

Uraniazoryas onc thag had a Prom‘g“t'. cannot Read, may poflibly not hear
| " B
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(23)
the Epift. Jefuir. ¢ MaTems Hiftor.
Judic. and other writings, thatin fu-
[ pan, Congo, China, and othcr Coun.
&i trics of the Eaff, they did teach them

§ oncly by Creeds, Catechifines, and

¥ preachings:And I remember no know-

(22)
the whole Book from another, at leaft
foasto underftand and remember it:
And yet he may hear the fame Do-
Cirines out of another Book. Yea
more, itis paft doubt th:‘l{ a ma)n lll)my
i1 fome cafes or circumitances) D€ 3" dgc thatth - :
Smc Chriftian who knoweth net that = fhc Scrti;,tf;zcga:v;,t]:i l;,)cotﬁﬂ?: t,?,f)l::
there is any Sersprare which is Gods In- & crucl torments and martyrdoms never
Jallible word., For firft fo all the belic- i before heard of, which the Chriftians
vers of the old world were faved, be- i in Japan cndured (of which fee Pa-
fore Aofes wrote the Law; And the 3 b hiftory) doth put all feber rea-
Chriftian Churcheswere gatbcrcd and q ders patt doubt, that there were ma-
thoufands converted to Chrift, many 4 nyexcellent Chriftians. Audif otber
years before a word of the New Te- {1 snr may make men Chriftians who
ftament was written. Secondly, And i§ 2re pever told of the holy Scriptures
all the thoufands and millions of Chrie l§ than thofe famme means with the Serin
ftians who cannot rcad, do know that % ptires, MAy make them Chriftians
there is fuch a Book which hath fuch § o sre made believe that all Scri-
words in it, buton the credit of other pture paffages are not the infallible
men. Thll‘d‘y, And we know not i di&atcsofGodsSpirit.
but the Papifts, ( who are t00 great § — Ihave given you inftances enough,
undervaluers of the SCrpturcs, and ¥ ¢4 prove that many may be Chriftians
bock it up from the Laity, and overi§ .nd have a certain faith, who arc not
magnific Tradition ) may keep thou=R - c.rr4in of all things in the Scriptures:
And therefore though all thefe perfons:

fands among them without the know-
ledge thatthere ss 4 Book_which is Geds § are herein defeive or erroncous, yet
that Chriftianity may be otherwile

word 5 And yet may teach them the §
Chnftian Religion by orher meansiafter B Lnownand proved: Yea though the
B3 cale

to he mentioned 3 And it feemeth ﬁ)’
the &

<o
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cafle of the Scriptures were as thefe
miftaking perfons think. And 1 told
you how many waics, befides Scri-
pture, the fummeand neceffary fub-

ftance of the Chriftianity is delivered 3¢
down from the Apoftlesto the world;
Reaf. of Chrijt. Rel. pag. 336,337, ™

Firft, in the very fuccellive Being of
Chriftians ard Churches, who are the
Profcflors of this Doctrine. Secondly,

In a fucceflion of Paftors, whofe of- -
fice was to preach it. Thirdly, Ina
luccettion of Baptifin, which s that
folemnizing the Chriftian Covenant, 4
in which the fum of the Gofpelis con- 3
tained. Fourthly, Inthe three brevi-
ates or fymboles of the Chriftian Reli- 3
gion, the Creed, Lords Prayer and @
Decalogue, which all the Chnftian 4
Churches ftill ufed. Yea every one
that was baptized at age (and the Pa-
rent for the Infant) did openly make 3
profetfion of the Chrittian faith, and
of Religion in all the effential particu- s
tars. Fafthly, tnthe Churches ufe of 1
Catechifing thofe who were tobe bap. 3
tized, that they might firlt know that
Religion which they were to enter.

Sixthly, In that confkant Communion

of

g
\

1
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(25)
of all the Churches in their folemn Af-
femblics, and fetting apart the Loxds
day to that ufe ; where in their wor-
{hiping of God, they expreffed and.
excrcifed their Religion.  Scventhly,
In the conflant preaching of the Gof-
pelby the Paitors.  Eightly, In the
conftant Celebration of the Sacrament
of Chrilts Body and Blood; wherein
the fummie of the Gofpel was recited
and exprefled. And the cuftome was.
alfo to repeat the profeflion of their
Belicf, Ninethly; The frequent difpu.
tations of the Chriftian Paltors for
their Religion againft all Heathens,
Infidels and Hereticks. Tenthly, The
writings of the faid Paftors,Apologies,
DoCtrinal, Hiftorical, Commentarics,
Devotional. Eleventhly, The Con-
feflion and Sufferings of the Martyrs.
Twelfthly, The Decrees, Canons and
{pittles of Councils or Affemblics of
the Chriftian Paftors,  Thirtcenthly,
Aud after thefe the Decrees and Laws
of Chriftian Princes: inall which we
have noneced of any peculiar Traditi-
on of the Church of Rome. Four-
teenthly, Yeca, we may adde the Gon-
feflions of Adverfaries, who tcll us

B 4 part




(36)
purt of the Chriftians Religion; as
Pliny, Celfus, Julian, ¢tc. Allthefe

Chriftianity
the fullet and {ureft difcovery of it

which was conftantly read i the Al-
femblizs of the Chriftians.  In all this
I have but told you, by how many
waies and means matcrially the Gof-
pel Do(trine was made knoewn,

sher b] all thefc means we migbt come to
a ceriainty of the trush of the Chriftian

word, and [o 1o be rue. They that de-
ny it, fay, That be that can miftake or
be decesvedin one thing, may be fo in
another, az;i }ﬂ'c cannot take his word a¢
certain, who fometimes [peaketh falfly
for we eannever be [ureﬂ:lmt he {]w{z]t
eth the truh, But 1 affirm the thing
qucftioned, and fhall thew the mif-
take of this rcafon of the Adverfa-
| § LR
Firft, It muft be remembred that
we afcribe Infallibility Primisive and
Abfilute to God and no other. There-
A fore

waies fcr together, told men what 3
was, Fiftcenthly, B g

Lo

_‘— . k3 L e bt T
R < RS

was, by the holy Scripture of it felf,

Now the great Queftion is, Whe-

Faith, in cafe weconldnot prevecvery g Doftrine are of God, and true, And

werd or particle of Scriptu ds 1

P f Scripture to be Gods ' confequently that Chrift was the Son.
2 of God, the Redeemer of the world,
e Head of the Church, and what-

cver he affirmeth himfelf to be.

(27)

fore we are certain that fo much is trie

asis Godsword. '

Secondly,
that is the word of God, which he hath

fet his feal or ateflation 19, which 1
have largely openedin theBook which
you oppofe; Allthat which hath the
“dnecedent and Conftitutive and Con-
comitant and [ubfequent Areeftation of
God there opened, weare cerrain 1 of

God.
Thirdly, Weare Certain that the

Perfonof Chrift, and his own Dottrine
had all this fourfold Divine Tcftimo-
ny : And thereforc that Chrift and bis

Fourthly, We are certain that the

(R _dpofties as Preachers of this Gofpel,and
-y performers of the Commiffion Delivered
A them by Chriff, had the fane atreftation
4 inkind as Chrift himnfelf had : They
4 had the fame SPIRIT. Though the

-

anrecedent teftimony by Prophefic Was

not fo full of them, asit was © Chrift,

We are Certain thataf.

yet the Gofpel which they preachedand -~
- By et &

g
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left m writing  Firft, Hath in it ftill
vifibly to the eve of every truly dif-
cerning perfon, the Linage of Gods
Power, Wijdome wisd Gooducfs. Second-
ly, The fame Gofpel as preached and
delivered by them had the Concomt-
tant Tcftimony of alundant certain
Miracles, Prophefies aiad holy works.
Thirdly, The fame Goipel  maketh

ezt imprefion on the touls of true :

: o X
reccivers, which is the Inage of Gods ,
power, wifdomeand gooanefs, and

fo provethit to be of God. The con-
currence of thefe three is a full and
certain proof.

Now if there be any dobifulieft in §J
any of this, it muft be, Firlt, Either
what ¢ 15 that thefe 2refbuions prove, §
Sccondly, Or whether they are really
Divine Atseflations. Thirdly, Or whe- §
ther Divine Aucfbaions are a certain [§
pooof of Truth. .

Tobegin at the lait, Firft, If Di. §
vine Tlimony be not a certain proof §
of Truth , then there is no peflible X
proof in the world. For there is no ¥
Vevacity inany Creature, but derivas
tve from God : And then it muft be .
silivr bevaufe @ Lic isas perfectand

- Good.

(29) .
Good as Truth (which humanity, rea=
fon, and all the world contradicteth,
and humane fociery abherreth, there
being no favages fo barbarous as to
think ) or becaufe Cod is imperfell,
cither in wi'dome to kaow what 1s True
and 11ty orin GoedrefS to choofe it or in
Power to ufeit: That is, that God is
not God, or that therc s ne God (and
confequently no Beiug ) for an Im-
perfect God, an winwsfe, an 4l an sm-
patent Being, is no God. And verily
all vur Controvarties with the Jufidel
and the fmpiorss, and the Perfecuter,
muft finally come to this, Whether
therc be ot God.

1. Andthat thefe were really Di-
vite Arteftations, [ have fully proved
i the Treaute. Firft, They are Di-
vine EBtiects, and the Divine Fefligis
or Image. Secondly, And fuch as none
can do but God, None ¢le can give
A full Antecedent Teftnnony of
Prophefic : None elfe could have done
vhat Chritt oid 5 in his Life, Dcath,
Refurreétion and  Alcention: None
could healall Difcafes, work all Mi-
recles, raife the Dead with a word s
Nonc clfe could do what the :\po"fi‘t.ldcs

145
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did; inTongues, and Miracles, and
wonderous gifts, and thefe wrought
by fo many, before fo many, for fo
long a time. No other DoCtrine could
it felf bear Gods lmage of Power,
Wifdome and Goodnefs fo exacily,
nor make fuch an Imprefie of the fame
Image on the fouls of men: Nay
though this fame Dollrine by the
Spirit of God be adopted to fuchan
effect, yetwould it not do s for want
of Powerfull application, if God by
the fame Spirie did not fet it home
fo that the fanQification and renova-
tion of fouls, isa Divine Atteftation

of this fucred Gofpel. And befides all

the paft Teftimonies (of Chrifts and
his Apoftles Miracles) here is a
double Teftimony
vouchfafed to all true Believers to the
end of the world; The onc is Gods
Image on the holy Scriptures ; The o-
ther is, The fame Image by this Scri-
pture (and the 8pirit that indited it)
printed on all true Chriftians fouls.
Duvine, Power, Wifdome and Good-

nefs, hath impriuted it felf firft upon

the ficred word, or dectrine, and by
that produccth unimitably, holy

from God filt }

Life,
Lighl‘ ;

(31)
Light,and Love in hely fouls. True
Chriftians know this : They feel it :
They profefs it: They have this Spi-
rit in them, ilduminating their minds,
fanQifying their wills, and quicken-
ing them to vital operation and cxecu-
tion; And this is Chrifts .Advocate ,
and Wirneff ftill dwelling in all his
members. [ fpeak notof an smmeds-
ateverb.al or impuljive revelation in us,
butofa Holy indwelling nasure, princi-
ple, operation, conforming the foul to
God, and proving us to bear his I-
mage. This is Chrifts Witnef in us,
that He is Chrift indeed and Trues
And this is Our Witneff, that we are
rhe Children of God: And it is our Jn-
berent earneft and pledge, firft fruits.
and foretafts of the gforig &/!{fc{]}&riﬁ
hath purchafed and promifed. If you
know no fuch thing in your felfas
this, you have refifted the Holy
Ghoft, or Quenched the Spirit.. And
if you would not havehim dwell and
opcrate in yeur heart, no wonder it
you cannot fee himin the holy word :
And if you would not confent that he
Rule your Mind and Life,no wonder if

you deny him alfo in that word whitcln
¢




he did make to Rule you.

If you queftion the Real exiftence
of thefe feveral Teftimonies of Gods
Spirit, Firft, Thofe that weve given
to Chridk and his ApsfHes, 1have plain-
Iy proved to youm the Treatife, were
delivered down to the world three
waics. 1. By the majf eredible bumane
T'eftiv.oiny, to produce d bum.ne Funh,
2. By iuch a Cennexion and fuch Cii-
cumfbinces of thofe bumane 7 ‘e/Fimonies
as amount (o Natural luf.u'lz'blc Cer-
teiny (As we haveof the Wars in
England, and that there was fuch a
man as K. Charler, K. uvies, &c. and
that our Luws were mude by the
King and Parliument, that Loendon
was burnt, that there is fuch a City,
&c. cvente they that fecnot any of
thefe.y 3. By uow Divine Arsefarions
tothefe Aueffariors; fithatthere con-
curreth, bl A full humane Fustn.
Sccondivy A Nl Certainy. Thira-
ly, A Divine F.acdr, to the aicertain-
ing us, that Chiift did die, rife, afcend,
work mivacles, give the Spirit, and
by it the Apodles wrosght the
ik

Seevnl oy And she siver o Tefli-

HiOLIVS

(32)

| 33

monics (till fhew themfelves:They are.
yetinBeing The facred Gofpel is among
s and on'it the Life, Light, Love fore-
defcribed. The Belicvers fmzth’lied by
this Gofpelare among us; and have
within them the Impretled Life, Lighe,
Leve. We fee it (where digtance,
feltithiefs, prejudice or malignity hin-
dereth  not) thining ( though as
through a Lanthorn ) and werking
(though imperfedtly) m others: And
thcv that have it may fo feel it in
themielves, as will preferve them a.
gainft the Cavils of Uubclievers.

As the Grear Creator nath his ftand-
ing TeRimony in the Nagoal Confci-
ence of mankimd, which in de(pight of
the Devil thall keep up fome Narural
Religionin the worid ; And they that
have nos awritten Law, arc a Law un-
10 them[elves, thewing that Gud hath
a Law in their bearts; Sothe Gracious
Redeemer hath his fanding Witnefs in
the fanctificd, cven hiv boly Spirit, the
Divine Nurare, the Nov Cieatnre, the
Imize of Gody ihe Futhery Somand Spi.
vir dwelhing in ilem, by Divine Life,

Lioshr and Love, fousthall xeepupa
Church of holy enes to Chuity in de-
fpight
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t of all the powers of Hell, even
[pirissof Death, of Darkseff, and
of Malignity; And fo much for the
Validity of Gods Atteftation.
I11. All then that remaineth doubt-
or further to be fpoken to, is,

What it is that God havk thus atzefted by

the Holy Ghoft.

And Firlt, We arc furc it is not #o-
[tis not sorhing that all this is
hing that maketh this
. Secondly, We are
lefs than the Truth of
the Perfon, Office and Doltrine of
Chrift himfelf: He hath certainly by
ed his own Verity and Vera-
s and Refur-

don for : nor wor
change on fouls
fure it can be no

this prov
city : for his own Miracle
rection were feals affixed hereunto ;
Thirdly, We are fure that the fame
Gospel fpoken by himfelf, was con-
firmed alfo when fpoken or written
by his Difciples. Elfe the fame {hould

B come Knto You:
M (end him urito yoK.
\8 10 [1y nnto
& 70w, How
B i come, he will g

(3s5)

B that findeth his Premsfe with the Per-
B formance, may know that it wasthe
B Promife which was Performed. There-
[ forcour workis to find out that Pre-

9 “And Firt, We find their Commif(-
g fion, M. 28.19, 20, Go and Di/cs-
A pic me all Nations, Baptszs
% the Name of the Father | the Son and
'3 the Holy Ghoft : Teaching them to ob-
3 ferve all things wharever 1 bave Com-
'y manded yow. And the Promife is, Lo,
A aw with you alwaies to the end of the
4 world. And Joh, 16.7,12, 13, 14,
[ It is expedient fory
W 5 I go not away, the Adwocate will noe

np them into

on that I go away

But if 1 depart 1 will

& t-uth: For be (hall not (b

be furc and not furc.  Fourthly, We
are fure that the Apoftles Miracles,
&c. confirmed all their Commifhon-

ed work. I have proved this in my

but what(ocver be fhall hear,

I bave yet many things
but you canot bear thems
¢it, when he the [pirit of truth,
uide you into all the
eak_of himfelf,
that he |hgll
things 10

fhall [hew o

He halb glorifie me; for he fhatl €
ew 1 KNEO YoM,

3 veceive of ‘mine, and [h

Treatife of the Lords Day. Whatever
Chrilt Promifed them the Spirir for,
that he gave them the Spivie for. He

g mife of my
W 1¢ in the City of Jerufalem,

8 Luk.24.49. And bebold I [end the pro-
Father upon yow : But tarry
till ye be en-

dued
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ducd with power from on hizh; fo A&,
1. 5. Tefhallbe Baptizedwith the Holy
Ghoft not many days bence, \'crle 8. But
ye fhall veceive power alter that the Holy

witnd [ s tome, botlin forufalem and to
all Fudea, word ine Samavia, and unto the
atermoft paresof the eaith. John 17,6,
Thave diven to them the words which thow
oavefF ey and they have received them,
Verle 17 18, Sanéhific shem thraugh
thy trmtly : thy word 15 trnth @ A this
huft fent mc inte the world, fo Ihave al-

John 14 206, But the Comforter, which

braicce whatfoc cer Thave Jaid niro yon,
Adde to thefe the Texts which men-
tion the Performance of thefe Iremi-

28, Heb. 3.3, 4. So great [alvation,
which ar firlt began so be /}w&n b]tbe
Lordy andw.is confirmed 10 usby thes
that beard bhim : God ullo beawring them

and

(37)
v with divers miracles and gifis of the
{loly Ghoft, according to his own will,
P Pet 1 12, Thethings which are now

8 cpoited unto you, by them that have prea-

Ghaft is come nfon yo, nd ye fhallbe b
/ W Ghoft fent down from Hepuven.

ched the Gofpel e yuuy by the Holy
Rom.

L) 15. 19y 20. Through mizhty figins and

B wondcrs, by the pawer of the Spiric of
| (od, fothar from Jerufalem. and round
| bour by fliyrscum, 1haze fully preach-
¥ cdthe ,"aﬁwel of Chrift. Gal. 3. 2. This

onely 1 vild 1 learn of Jou ; Received ye

R 1he Spirit by the works of the Law, or by

{0 [eng ther: into the world : And for their. 8
Jakes T fardtifie my felf , that they alfo 8
mwight be [unctified thyough the truth, §

i the Floly Ghefty whon the Father will |

fend in my name, he il tesch youall §
thinas, & brang ol thwng stoveir remem- §

Jesy as Jobn 20. 22, Al 2. Atk s,

p—yy L
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witnefs, both with fiones and wonders, B

ihe heaving of Fasth ?

By all this it is cvident, that the Spi-
rit was given them to cnable themto
underftand the Gofpdl, and to preach
it to the world ; to remember ail that
€hrift had taught them: to help them
to deliver the Covenant of Grace, and
draw men into it, and Baptize them ;
To gather Churches, and to teach
them to obferve all that Chrift had
commanded them, and made part of
his Laws. To tcach them alt truth
which was Evangelical or part of theit
Minifterial Office. To enable themto
be naoft certain and full in their Tefti.

nony of what they had heard from
Chrift,
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Chrift, and feen hin do, which was
part of the Gofpel.
to perform all their proper Office.
L donot at the prefent fuppofe yon

to take thefe Texts for the word of

God: For I maft fuppofe you tobe
anInfidel: But 1 onely offer themas

concurring with all the forementioned

hiftory and evidence of the fact, to
prove what it was which the Apoftles

miracles were ufed to confirm. This

fame Gofpel they precached cvery §

where, when they wrought thefe mi-
racles. And if they confirmed not the

Ina word to §

Gofpel, or Chriftian Religion, they §

confirmed mothing, So that it being
sertasn that this Spirie and Miracles
were real, and cersasn that they were

the Teftimony of God, and certain |

that it wasthe Truch of Chrifts perfon,
attions, doltrine, /nffering:, refurrelti
én, afcenfion, and Covenant and Com-
mandments, which they attefted, and
all that is properly the Gofpel or Chri-

certainty of all this. If it werea doubt §

whether the Spirit attefted more, itis
never the more doubtful , whether he
at-

(39)

attcfted this much. The Apoftles con-
ftantly preached this Golpel ; They
Baptized perfons into the New Cove-
nant ; They opened the Articles of the
Faith to them, and caufed them to
profefs that Faith ; They engaged

MEPSLE : % them into the promife, and di
part of the certain hiftorical evidence, th promifc, and dirccted

them in the Erac‘.‘ticc of a godly, righ-
tcous and fober lifc : And they confir-
med all thisby miracles. And is not
all this then made fure ? ('Yea, before
they wrote any of the Scriptures:)
And now to the ObjeCtion, [ He

@ hat peaketh falfly in one thing is to be

Y believed certainly or as infallivle in no-

thing ] 1 again anfwer, it 1s a blind
Objection. God onely is abfolutely

B iofallible. All menare fallible in fome

things : We are not to believe that the
Apoftles could crre in nothing atall,
Peter knew not what he faid, when

he talkt of dwelling on the Mount. 4,

They conld erre, and they could fin :
Aud he that finneth, erveth : They were

fian Religion , what hidercth our 4 not abfolutely perfect; But it 1sia

certain particwlars, even in the Decla-
ration of the Gofpel, that God would
ot fuFer them to erre or to decesve, Thofe
words which the Holy Ghoft did by

mn:
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in{piration dictatc to them, it is cer. §

tain that all thofe words the fame Ho-
ly Ghoftattefted: That is, Zo all the
word of God.

And thus much being  palt  doubt,

what if we were now at a lofs about |

fome Appurtenances of the Gofpel,
whether they wereany of the Spirits

diCtates, or any part of the word of |
God : or any proper part of that §
which the Apoftles were Commiffion- §
ed for, and Spiritually Enabled to |
teach? \What if in fome points which §

they could know by comimon fenfe in-

fallibly as well as other men, any one
thould think that they were left meer- §

ly to that certeinty of fenfe. What
it one be

tenznges of the G oipel 1 fome things
which falvation 19 not laid one Or
were uncertain whether the Spirit did
deternune the Hpeakers tougue or pen
about every fuch  Appurtenance ¢

What's this to the invalidating of any #
of the reft? If indeed when they fpeak |

by the Spirits Revelation , they
fpake fally atany one time, we could
never be fure that they fpake true.

Put §

uncertam which are the |
Parts, and which bur the Appurte. |

(41)
But when we are fure that all is 7rue
which they [peak_by the Spirit, and furc
that they [pake the Gofpel, or delivered
the Chrittian Religion by the Spirit,
and are oncly not fure whether every
word in Genealogy, or by-circum-
ftances were fpoken by the Spirit, no-
thing will follow hence, but that eve-
ry word of God &5 1ruse, and t'vcr]‘word
of the Apoftles which was a word of God :
And it 15 perverfnefs to arguc, Th?
may erve when they [peak_their own words
asmen : Therefore thtz may erve when
they [peak. Gods words by the Spirit.
tirt, The Teltimony of the In.
ternal fantifying Spirit, is infallible.
And fo much as this Spirit attefteth
to me is truc, And I am furc that
this Spirit attefteth the truth of the
Gofpel in me 5 for the fubftance of
the Gofpel is imprinted on my heart;
and by the émpreffion 1 know the feal.
But what if I tind on meno partof
Gods Image, which was made by the
sme of ?omm: 1-'mbcr‘ or So){ 3 u_'hat if
Ifcel no Telimony of the Spirit i mc,
which tells the age of fuch or fucha
man there named ; Nor can prove by
the Sparss in me, how far b’frh.'m]t_was
: rom
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from Jernfulems , What if the mention
of Pauls Cloak_and Parchments did not
fanQtifie me? Muft 1 be uncertain of
toat which did ?

Secondly, What if I read a promife
in the Scripture that God will never
fail me nor forfake me? but will pre-
ferveme in fafety to his Kingdome?
If I were uncertain whether this pro.
mife extended to every hair of my
head, fo that none of them fhould pe.
rith? or to the prefervation of m
Colour, and fuch like accidents; Win
it follow, that I cannot be fure that I
my fclf, my foul, my perfon, fhall
not be forfaken ?

What if I have a promife that al
things (hall work_ together for my good ;
And [ am uncertain whether fins or
my own follies, or taflinefs, or the
creeping of every worm in the world,
or the (haking of every leaf be num.
bered with thofe (Al things.] Muft
I be uncertain therefore whether any
thing (hall work for my goed ? or whe.
ther fufferings for Christ thalldoit ¢

Thirdly, What if I be uncertain
whether the vegetative facultics or
foulin man, be material or immate-
rial

(43) .
terial? Muft T be as uncertain whe-
¢her man have an immaterial (or in-
corporeal) foul? and whether the in-
telle€tual powers be fuch or not?

Fourthly, What if 1 be in doubt
when the Law doth fummon a manto
any place, or command him any of-
fice, whether it meant that he fhall
not change his cloaths, or leave them
off, nor cut his hair or nails, butbring
all with him 2 Dath it follow that 1
muft be as mncertain whether the per-
fon himfelf muft come ornot?

Fifthly, What if 1 be difputing
whether a Tree be wood 2 and [ can-
not tell whether the leaves, thetr ribs,
or {talkes be truly wood or not 2 mudt
[ therefore be uncertain of all the
reft 2

Sizthly, What it we difputc whe-
ther all the Kings officers are to be
obeyed ? and it be a doubt to me,
whether a Prelate or an Apparator be
the Kings Officers? can I thercfore
be aflured of no others?

seventhly, Whena witnefs fwelr-
¢t to any writing, thatitis truc, er
toany interrogatories; 1f 1 be uncer-
tain whether it be the true fpelling,

C (or

e
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.or Syntax of the words, or the pro.
pricty of every phrafe, or every cir-
cumftance of the matter which he at.
tefteth, muft I therefore be uncertain
whether he atteft any thing atal ?
This one confideration may fhew
the unrcafonablencefs of fuch conclufi-
ons; That all Syftems Phyfical and
Moral, have their great Effential or
principal parts, and their finaller Inte-
grals, and their Accidents, which are
no proper parts. And thc Great and
Principal parts arc few, pluin, difcern-
able and secefflny to the being or the
greateft Ends: The Juregrals arc mu-
merows, [mall, bardly difcernable, and
neccffary only to Perfection. The Ac-
cidents are fome of them yet of a low-
crnature, leffenceeffary, nod lefs dif.
cernable. At the mafter trunks its
) calie to know which is a vein, and
f which an Artery, and which a Nerve,
aud what is their number : But when
you goto their extremitics, they will

appear innumerable, fmall, and fcarce.

difccrnable. 1 can know many grand
trunks or boughs a tree hath, ‘when I
cannot know the number of the thou.
fands of fprigs at the extreamities,

nor

(45)

not juft where the woody nature
ceafeth, and theleavesor frutex doth
begin. Sol can eafily know in the
frame of Grace, that Faith, F'

and Love are the fruits of thaS,.....,
and fo is every truc part of Holinefs,
But to know of every particular

thought whether it be the fruit of the
| Spirit, and a real part of holinefs or

not, is not fo eafie. |
Even fo in our prefent cafe we can
cafily prove that all that is Gods word
and sutteved and fealed by his Spirit is
truc. But tocome to a full certainty of

every book whether it be truly Canoni-

cal, and every Copy that varicth in
fome readings from others, or of eve-
ry Gencalogical Chromolosical Topogra-
vhical, ot Hifkerical word; cvery
»hrafe, location, order of fentences,
itation of the Prophets, whether it
vere certainly all done by the Infalli-
le infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, is
% thing that requireth more knowledg
£han cvery true Chriltian hath, asnot
having the fame clearnefs and noto-
gicty of Evidenccas the Gosfel or fwb-
ance of Chriftsamsty hath. = No¥
hat all Gods wordisTrue,
Ca2

/

N

|
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7abis equally Truth, ithavingnota
warfs ¢ minwsy but all Truth 1s not
¢ ili by motoriois OF evident.

voma, Yerallthat 45 1 the Scri.
Scriptures expreffed as Gods' word, 1
certuinly tric; And o erroror conra
diction is i ity but whas s in fume Co-
pies, bythe fusling of Prefervers, Tran
jl')'ib(;‘.\', Prsuters or ‘Trdnﬂ.mn'.f.

The Rearons why 1 have premifed
the former Propofitions is , Firft, For
vour own fake, Secondly, For the
sake of mary Infidels thatnow have
the fame mifapprchcnﬁons, Thirdly,
And for the fake of many thoufand
weak, dark and tempted Chriftians;
(hat you may not think that you may
renounce Chyiftianity , it you could
prove a Contradiction or miftakein
the Scriptures; there bemg great
certainty of our Religion, than of ¢
very fingle word in the Bible. And
that cevery Chiftian may not think
that he muft needs doubt as much ¢
CluiRtianity it felf, and of all the Gol

* s he doth whether fuch a Tex

L. dsword, or have any conti

sidtion toanother ; And that he can “
have no more certainty of the Gofpel,

ther

Indas ot

R A4

than he hath of Ferams fon, or whe-

Mathew did rightly apply the
prophefie that Chrift fheuld be called

o\ Nazarene, Mat.2.23. OF the name
of Jeremy, AMat.

27. 9. or whether
7ide be Canonical, and the Epiftle to
[acdices, and Clemens Rom. ad Cor.
ot Canonical 5 or whether Henocks
nrophelic cired by 7ude be Divine;
with many fuch hke. We nced not
fpread the fails fo wide to the tempta.
ons of Satan as if we nuft let go
all, if we doubt of the divirc authu-
rity of any one word.

But yet that indecd every werd 1S
Divine and fure, which 1s delivered
as Gods word, 1 now affert.

My mcaning in that limitation is
this+ There arc fome paffages (as I
faid) fpoken only hiftorically, and con-
wain the Narration of fome words of
the Devil (asto 7eb, Chrift, and as
moft think, to San/at Endor &c.) and
(ome words of wicked men, and fome
words of weak and comimon perfons:
And all thefe are not mentioned as the
words of God : As the words of Job’s
C 3 Friends,
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Friends, which Ged reproved; The
words of the old Prophet that lyedin
the name of the Lord to the young
Prophet to his deftru@®ion : The
words of Jorras, ¥ do well to be angry;
and the weords of Chrifts Enemies,
Perfecutors, &c. Yea the mention of
the Old Prophet remembreth me, that

all words fpoken as in Gods name, and -
that by a pretended, yea by a red

Propher, are not therefore the words of
Goa; Aficheah onely

babs Prophets may lie, asin the name

of the Lord. Balaam and the afore-

faid old Prophet, and many fuch may
fay truc, when Gods Spirit doth in-
fpire them, and vyet lic at another
timein Gods name. And what Pau/
meaneth by his [ not the Lord bur 1]
Ileavetoconfideration, \Whether in
1 Cor. 14. all thofe thathe corre@icth
for a diforderly ufing even the Mira-
culous gifts of tonguces and prophefy-
mg, &c. had their Timeing and order-
ang of their gifts from the fame Spirit
that gave them the sifts, you mavy
judge.  And fome Proteftant expofi-

tors have doubted, whether Fames |

and

may fay true, :
while  Zidkiab aid all therefof 4

(49) .

and the reft were guided by the Spirita.
when they perfwaded Paul to go m}t‘o
the Temple, to thew the Fews that he
obferved their Law : Though 1think
that Counfel was of the Spirit, pe-
caufe Panl concurred in obeymg it
But onc inftance 1 more doubt of my
felf ; which is, when Chrift and his
Apoltles do oft ufe the Scptuagint in
their Citations out of theold Tefta-
ment, whether it be alwaics t})cxr
meaning to juitific cach rmnﬂmon,f
and particle of fenfe, s theword o

God and rightlY done;; oronely to ufe
that as tolerable, and containing the
main truth intended, which wasthen
in ufc among the Jews, and thercfore
underftood by them: and fo beft, as
fuited to the auditors. And fo whe-
ther every citation of numbers or
Gencalogies from the Septuagint, 1n-
tended an approbation of it 1n the ve-
ry points in which 1t diftereth from
the Hebrew Copics; fuch plain cx-
ceptions, being pramifed I affert that
AN that 15 [aid in the Bible as by the [pi-
vit of God, by men that hud the promtfe
of his Spirit, and efpecially by th’: A-
poftles, 1s certain T vuth and buth no
C4 Con.
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Contyadsction  ¢a sts parts.

Before I pive you iy Reafons, |
think it mecertoremove allambiguity
of the words, [ /nf lible or Certuin)
shat [ may be rightly underftood.

Firft; The confent of all fober Di
vines and  Philofophers  teacheth us
to diftmgunih between epjetive and
fubjective coreaimy | that is, The cer-
tain ‘Treth of the Thiny ) and the Cor-
tasnty of our own apptrchenfion of
(.

secondly, Theword certain, when
applyed to the Apprchention, fome-
time hgnincthan infallible apprehen.
hon, and fometime a clcar and ftrong
apprehenfion, excluding both deceit
and doubts ; and by fome abufively to
a fbrong Apprehenton, which excludeth
Donbes butnot Dece 15. Thirdly, In the
wjelt Infallibslity fometime fignificth
nothing but Feriry, which whoever
believeth isnot deceived: And fome.
times it fignificth alfo fuch clear cvi-
dence, as is in its kind fufficient to
banith all confiderable doubting. And
now I conclude,
 Firlt, Whatever is Tue, is ob-
v Jeclively eorrain and Infallsbly true |
y (o

(st)
fo faras tr .. no man in Bchc.vmg.t
true, is therein deceived or.mxﬂ'.lx.y n}
All Truth is Gertain Infallible Truth
in it {elf. - |

gecondly, Few Truthsin the-world
are fo Evident as that a blinded preju:
diced indifpofed perfon, may not beg-
norant of them, or erre about thcm.‘ .

Thirdly, All Truths m the Su.l'
pture have not equal cvidence, thdltl
they are the word of God ( thouhgh‘ai
that is known to be the word of (wi,
if cqually fo known, have cqual evi-
dence in the formal reafon of faith,

at they are true.) o
th‘llgonrl);lly, All known Truth is u{f‘zl,
{ibly known that is, He that ’Qw{‘l“’:
eth 1t is not decesved, mor can PO
bly be deceived by taking it to be erae:
fo that us Infallibility hgnificth Lot
bsing deceived ] all trye know.lec.igcl ’lt
[ubjeltsvely infallible and certam; thi
lb’F!xtfihtlg;l,c No man can know lha.t
Infallibly, which is not objcﬂwtlly rcz-;
tain that which is not 7ut, S?lnfn.){
be kaows to be teuc, The lh‘()ng(n .\.n]k
moft coufident belief of a falihood,

] l nd more than fall
isa fulfe belicf, a ,

c-r-'(v“r e ™
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fallible ot  uncertain.

Sixthly, All Gods word being -
qual y trie and infallible, the belicf of
it is alfo equally true and infallible,
But being not All equilly sntelligible,
evident (to be hisword,) and neeeffr.
vy, the underflanding and belicf of eve-
ry part is not equally ¢ :
denbting, or nrc(lfﬁn-y.' o frong paf
. Seventhly, There is a fuperficial be
licf of Divine Revelations (cven the
Gofpel) which a natural man may
have by extrinfick means. And there
15 amore clear apprehenfion, which a
Commoner fort of Grace may pro-
duce: But that Belief which is fo
clear and powerful as truly to fan@i-

fic and fave the foul, mult be the eof-

fet of the fpecial operation of the
Holy Ghoft (who ycthath a courfe of
appomted mceans in which we muft
recerveit,)

Eighthly, The rcafon of this necef:
fity of the Spirits operation of fasth
and then by faith, is not becauie the
Gofpel wanreth due Afcertaining E-
vidence 5 or an aptitude to convince
and faniific a foul: For its highly

Rationgl (though mylerious ) and

Good.

|
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Good. But becaufe by corruption and
pravity the mind of manis fo undifpo.
fed to lnaw, believe, and love truths of
fuch asmuure, as that thereis need of
a fpecial Internal higher Operator to
fet home the work as the hand of a
man fetteth the feal upon the wax,and
todo that by it which the bare word
alone, with the exccllenteft preacher,
cannot do.

Nincthly, Yet is no wicked Infidel
excufeable, that faith, Jf 1 cannot be-
licve iz, 1 will ot believe it Becanfe
Firlt, Itis his pravity which is his dif-
ability 5 Secondly , He is more able
for a common fuperficial belicf, than
for a fpecial effectual belief. Thirdly,
And if he did by the help of that com-
mon belief, do what hc might, and
God appointcth him in the ufc of
means, to obtain a fpecial Faith
through grace, he thould find that
God hath commanded no man tola-
bour and feck after grace in vain ; and
if any man have not that grace and
power which is of neceflity to his faith
and falvation , it is long of himfelf,
who ufcth not his commoncr powcer

and grace as he might ufe them. Anrd
. . 0.
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fo much to prevent mifunderftand.
Ing.

Nowmy Reafons why I take every

Iito 'y, Chronology, Genealogy in Scri-

prurcas catainly truey and cvery other

word, which is fpoken by a true Pro-

chetand Apottle as by the Spirit, (‘and

not difowied by the Scriprure it felf )

bat cfpecially fuch as you accute

the Gofpel, are thefe,

Firlt, A Priore, Becaufe it feemeth

wo e that the writiny of the wholc Book s

of the New Teflawens by them, was
<one m the difcharge of the Commif:
Fen given them by Chnft: And he
promifed his Apoftles his Spirit for the
performance of all their Commiffion-

cd oftice werk. This wriring is part

of the presching which Chrift fent
thent for. And no doubt but the Spi-
nt did caufe them to write all the fub-
ttavtial part : And therefore we have
reafon to think that the finalleft parts
re trom the fame Author, and that
heaihfed them inthe leaft as well as
wthe prearedt, Yea the very weeidens
mv LuscaperfeQion in their place,
thoveho et perfedt in themfelves,
thorvudlthe Erangelifls ufe not the
> fame

s e rr——
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fime Method, or Order, nor repeat
Chritts fayings in the fame terms ; yet
in refpect to the whole frame, 1t may
be beft that there fhould be that di-
verfity of words, and order, to pre
ferve and declare the fame funfe and
rhings. And even their plain and lefs
accurate file and method , may be
belt as nttert toits ufe and end. )

Sccondly, A Pefferiore: ‘There 15
no Caviller that yet hath proved any
falhood or contradi¢tion m any paf-
fages of the Sariprure; Though the
clearing of foc of them require more
than valear knewlelge,

Thirdly,Saving the controverfics about
the few quettioned Books und fome
fow fentences, and words, the Church
which reccived the Scriptures as Geds
word, did receive the wholf: as his
word, and as curtainly true mevery
part. . ¢

Eourthiv, Becaufe that Spint 0

Miracles in the Apoftles, und that
Spirit of Holinefs in us, which attclt-
cth the Chriftian Religion, doth re-
ceive it and attcltitas found in the fa-
cred Scripture, (though 1ot as there

alone s ) And it putteth no exeeption

againlty
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againft any part of the facred record .
Therefore while 1t parricularly atieltcth
the chicf parts, it mferveth an attefta-
tion to che fmalleft, (for that werd or
line whichis not ftricily a pare butan
accident of the Chrittian Religion, is
yeta pare of the Bible which contain.
ethit.)

Fifthly, And though all the reafons
which I have given, prove, that the
Truth of the Chrittian Religion may
be certainly proved, though we could
not prove every by-expreflion i the
Scripture to be true; and though we
deny not but the Pen-men manifefted
their humane imperfeQtions in ftile
and mcethod ; yet if each paflage were
not True, it would be fo great a teni-
ptation to the weak, and make it fo
difhicult to know in fume points what
is truc, in comparifon of what it
would be, if all betrue, that we have
no reafon to imagine this difficulty to
our felves, while its unproved,

And having faid this, 1 amhercin
order to anfwer your objeClions:
which yet you fhould not have ex-
pected from me, whillt fo great a
nuinber of books arc already written
which

(57)
which have done it: And why fhould
youbid me write that again which s
written already, unlefs you had con-
futed what is written # 1f you under-
ftand Latine, youmay find a muftt-
ude of fuch feeming contradictions,
reconciled, in Sharpins, Magrim, Al-
o er, Cumerannus, but moft fully in
abundance of Commentators : If you
underftood not Latine, you may read
enough in Dr. Hummond, and many
other Annotatcrs and Commcentarics,
Mr. Cradock’s Harmony, &c. And you
may have enough that underftand La-
tine to tranflate you the folutions (as
out of Spumbemis Dub - Evangel.
Grotins  Janfcnins , Chemntiss, and
fuch others.) And whereas you tell
me that | invite men ta go to fome M-
nifter for farisfattion, 1do fo: Butif I
had invited all men in England to feek
to me, YOU May imaginc how many of
them Timuft fail, though they fhould
nevet fo much refolve to be Infidels
and to perifh unlefs I fatisfie them.
But you greatly emcourage metoa
particular anfwer, by promiling me,
that [ yos will trouble me with nomore

but thefe few pluces] and that 1 | ctl'::zfr;
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thefe from your smputation of contra.
dittion, you | will conclude’} as I do, and
fusppofe the other places reconcileable.

bieit, Your fisft Cafcis of A 1.
8. 9. Joram begat Ozias, &c. Anfw.
Here are two difficultics to be refol-
ved ; Firfty whether Joram begat Ozias,
Cealled al(o Azarias.) Secondly, why
Matthew leaveth out Ahuzariah, Joas
and Amaztab,

And for the firft is it not ffrange that
you thould number this with contra-
dictions 2 Arce we not all called the
Children of Adum 2 and Abrabam cal-
led the Father of all the Jows? 1s there
not a mediare as well as an immediate
Generation and Progeny ? Is not caufa
Cdit t'.',(o”i ] Ctl@}:!ti? L)Id not Y()UI'
Great Grandfuarher Leget you in canfu,
while he begat him who bLegat hi,
who begat you immcdiately 2 What
more common among the Hebrews,
than to call Poferity the Children of
their Auceftors. Even Chriftis called
The fon of Duvid? Aund ulcis the ma-
fter and expofitor of words. And you
were born too late, to teach either
God orthe World, in what fenfe to
ufe. words {o many hundred yeprs

ago ¢
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ago? This Language was well under-
fteod by them that ufed the like.

Aud ‘Sccondly , For the next que
ftion you muft underftand the feope
f a1 Author and his undertal:ing, if
v will underftand his words. Adur-
dews deligne was not to name every
perfon in all thefe periods of - time,
fron whom Chrift defcended; But
vt to {hew for Memory fake, how
‘e line of Chriits Progemtors may be

mentiotied by three fourrcens 0 three

feveral periods of time: one from A-

brabam to David, and one from Da-

vid to the Caprsvity and onc from
thence 1o C brij{ . ‘[ hercin commeno-
rating as mamy as God was pleafed
hereby to make memoratc, to their
honour, and to fhew the truth of the
defcent of Chrift from Abraham and
David. Secondly, And God is not
bound to give us a reafon, why he o~
mitteth any of their names: But t.h:s
probability s obvious, that fecng
Mutthew would for memory keep
himfelfto the number of fourteer, pone
were fitter to be lefrout than the Po-
ferity of Athalsa, and fo of Ahab and

. whi d kath fortold
Jezcbel; which GO hould
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th}l‘ld be blotted out or abolifhed,
1 Ksng.21.21,22. And therefore he

that would have the naines of the

wicked torot would not herc honour
them with a place among the Proge-
nitors of Chrift: And yet the fecond
Commandment limiting Gods vifiting
the {ins of the Fathers on the Children
to the third and fourth Genceration, it
15 no wonder that the omiflion doth
cxtend no further ; And fo fuitable is
Gods word, to his providence, that
tfbcfe ahrec lmef"’ were all cut off by the
word, whofe memoryish
byﬁ!atthcw. y is here cut off
. As to your fecond pretende
contradiCtion, Firft, Rcmcﬁlbcrnthadt
it was none of the purpofe of any of
the Evangelifts to fay all that coul { be
faid, even of the fayings and doings
of Chrift himfelf; much lefs of any o-
thers . And therefore if that be faid in
onc which is not faid in another it is
no wonder : And you muft remember
what Do¢tor H.mmond hath noted of
Luke, that Luk, 1. profcfling that he
recaived his knowledg from others
(though directed by the holy Ghoft)
he delivered the ! chings themfelves,

with

\Ul, \ . -
withlefs refpect to the time and or-
der, whenevery thing was faid ard
donc, thanthe other did obferve, it
being not his defign to tell the tume
and order of cach.

Thefe things premifed, fct them

all together and you will find that,

Firlt, Mary Magdalen, Jobanna, AMa-
i Jacobi, and Sallome, having bought
(pices and going to anoint the body of
Jefus, faid, [ whe will roll away the
fne for ws 2 1 And when they
came they found the ftone rolled
away by an Angel that fate upon it.
Secondly, That Angel with another,
fpcaks to the women, faying, Fear
noty I know you feek Pefus thar was
Crucified ; why feck, ye the living a-
mong the dead s he is not birey be 43 ri-
ti, ashe faid, Come fee the place where
the Lord was laid, ¢-¢. Thirdly, Then
the W omen run and tell the Difciples,
They have taken away the Lord and
we know not where they have laid
him. Fourthly, Peter and Jebn runto
the Scpulchre, and faw the clothes
and returned. Fifthly Adary Magda-
len being come bacl, ftood weeping

at the door of the Sepulchre, and look-
ing



ing in, fhe faw rwé Angels, owe atthe

bead, anether ap the fect of the place

where fefuslay who fay, Woman why

weepeft thow 7 fhe faid, They have taken

aw.ay my Lovd, and [ know not where they

have Lud blm. Sixthly, Having faud
this, (he looked brhimd ker and faw
Jefus , not knowing himy who faid

Woman n'/.y' weepest thou ? whom [cekeft

thow? (he thinking bim to be the Gardiner,
anfwered, If thoit haft taken bim away
tell me where thou hafd Laid him, &L'f
Jefiss [aid 1o her touch me not, for I am
ot yer afcended, ¢rc. But goto my bre-
thren and [y unto them, 1afcend ro,&¢,
Seventhly, Afaryruns and tells this to
the Diftiples, that fhe had feen the Lord
:{nd whar he [aid o ber : But they bC-’
lieved her not. Eighthly, Either at

the fame time before Afury was gonc, |

or perhaps after {he had overgonc
them to tell the Difciples, Jefus met
the reft of the women , and faid to
them, Allbaily andthey laid bold up-
on bis feet, and wor(hipped him. And

fefus fuid tothem, fear not, go tell my

brethren that that the ' ‘
at th y go into Galslee,
;nd tber.e t/ae].ﬂm/l fee me Take all thec
ivangelifts, and tellme. Firft, Whe-
thet

(63)
ther here be any mote than All Jet to-
gether fay ? Secondly, Whether i all
this there be any Contradiction ?

Butif you fhould take Dr. Ham-
wmonds (horter Suppotitiony ¥ iwft, That
M.aryand the women canic to the Sc-
pulchre, and find that before they
came the ftone was rolled away by an
Angel (who had affrighted the Keep-
ers) Sccondly, They goinand mifs
thabody. Thirdly, Afury runs and
tells Peter and Joha, Fourthly, They
run and fatisfe themfelves, and return
to the reft. Fifthly, The women ftay-
ing at the Sepulchre, fee the Angels 5
firlt one, ou the ftone, and on the
right fide of the Monument, and then
two, oneat the haad and another at
the feet of it. Sixthly, The Angels
fpeak all that the Ev angclifts mention;
and Mary to them. Seventhly, She
rurneth back and feeth Jefus, who
{peaketh to her, and to thereft what
is recorded.  Eighthly, Then fhe go-
eth and telleth all ¢o the Difciples.
If this order be fuppoted, what con-
tradiCion is hore 2

Where you fay in Lwke the women
told the Difciples of the Angds firft, f’”‘

| ore

2

\
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(64) Angelsar > they were
fore Peter went, 1anfwer, Firlt, whe. tr 4. 180
ther we fuppefe that they firft told § ... -
them of the words of the Angelsthat | 1, .. ~ok
were withons the Sepulchre before § hin, (o1 . ickly
Peter went, and after of the Angely § 1. him, am the
within the Sepulchre ( which might | woids hich Yo
be the fame Angels, but not the fame; | And new confider - <r you deal
apparition) or whether you only fup- | jeaforably vi-h Chiift and with your
pofe Luke, as in Chrifts Docrine fo iy own foul, upon fuchr poor cavils as

thefe by-matters of fuct, to intend on- | rhefe 1o argue wgainhi the Chnftian
ly to dcliver the matrer, and notto tell Faithy and plead for Apoftafic ? when

Jutt the time and ovder, Thereisnoun- | e Gofpcl hath ali the Diyine atte-

truth nor contradiCtion in either fup- | fiations and cvidences which I have

polition, opened in my Treatife, and you are
I Your third queftion is fully an- not able to confute them ¢ which lead.

fwered in the anfwer of the Former, cth me to my Third Propolition.

According to the hirft Harmony or fup-

polition, Agurebew oncly mentioneth Prop. 3. He that firff prcveth the

one of the Apparitions of the Angels, Truth of the Chriftian Fasth by folid e.
and one of Auries goings to the Dif- vidence, may and ought 1o be cevtain of
Ciples. And fo this written in M- that Truth,thongh hc_fc not able to falve
thew, was partly before Miries fee- all fecming contradiétions in the Scr-
mg Chrilt (viz. The Angels firft ap- prures, or anfwer all objeCtions whish o6-
pearance) and partly after (viz, her cur ! Teacertasnof EVERY PARTI
going the fecond time upon the fecond CLE thereof.

appcarance of the Angels to tel]
them,) ThisI prove by thefe following At-

According to the fecond Harmony, guments. |
Muries fpeech to Chrift was after the

Arg. 1.
An. “
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Aa. 1, From the confent of all thofe matters, where thefe difficultics
& mankind, whoare forced thus to:con. are found ?

A cludein all arts and fciences: There He that can anfwer all ebjections Firlt,

being none of them fo plain and fure, Is fuppofed notencly to kuow, but to

| 2 but tomewhat may be faid againft know the matter in fome perfeldion.
i them, which few, it any man can aa- And can nonc know certainly but thofe

twer. And incommodum non  foluit ar- (who be they) that know in fuch per-

gumentuwm mult be their reply. fecticn? 2dly, Y ca they are fuppofed to
Arg. 2. From the satere of objelts know «fl other matters which may any

and the smper feltion of mans knowledg. | way relateto the matter in hand. And

If we could be fure of nothing till we § thallno man know wny thing certasuly

can anfwer all objections againftit, we il he knoweth al things? For inftance.,

mult come to Zanchez his Nilsl Sci- Fir(t, W hat ifthe Queftion be whe-

i sur - Nothing in all the wotld canbe 1'LICI' there bea God 2 the Credtor of all?

*‘}j fure : Canno man be fure that there | Cannot ] be fure of this till 1 can an-

!

{

!

|
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is any fuch thing as Motson, tillhecan § fwer  Arifforles Objections of the
nfwer the Objections that would firft ] worlds Etcrnity, and all the reft which
i prove ze Fucuity, and then no Penerra- | cvery Atheilt will alleadge 2

. bilsty, and then an impoffibility till a ~dly, What if the Queftion be,whe-

't Celtion begin at the extremity of na- ther Godbe moff wife?Cannot I be fure
R rural beings and continue unto the of it by the notorious effects of his wif-
" ' fuppofed mobile # Shall we fay thata dome, till I can anfwer him that faith
i

i He that maketh fools and permitteth

wicel cannot poffibly turn round, be-
caufe no one part firft giveth placeto | o much madnefs and confufionin the

the other to fucceed itp Will yoube | world, & leaveth mankind in Yo great |
!

able to anfwer all the Jifficulties tofled | ignorance, is not perfectly wife ? ]
in the Schools, or but thofe mentioned Thirdly, \Whatif the Qucftion be,
in Mr. Glanvils Scepfis Sciensifica, be- | Whether God be perfectly good? Cannot

fore you will be fureof any thing of |1 be fure of it, till I cananfwerall
thofe - D their
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their ObjeQions, who fay [ perfelt

oocdncff would make all things perfeQt-
Ty good : and would not let the world
Iicin fo much wickednefs, nor fo ma-
ny tormenting Difeafes to afflict us,
nor the mnocent Horfe and Oxe tobe
laboured, tired, tormented and killed:
by us at our pleafure, &c.] _

Fourthly, What if the Queftion
were, Whher God be  Almighy !
Cannot 1 know it, till I cananfwer
them whe fay, that [KHe that canaot
make an infinite world is not infinite
i power? He that hath a will which
men can violate;, he that indurcthall
the finin the world, which he hateth,
and the ruine and mifery of fo manr
mitlions whom he loveth, is not Al-
mighty ¢7]

Fifthly , What if the Qyeftions
Whether man be a vational Creature?
whether be have any free will 2 whether
briits have veafon 2 whether plants and
Jloneshave feufe 7 Can 1 know nonc
of thefe till I can anfwer all the Ob-
jecuons of the Somatifts againft the
Soul 2 and all the Objeions of Hobs
aganlt frce will? and all the Objeti-
ons of Chumbre for the rcafon of

beafts ?

e s et - e—— B

(69) |
beafts? and all that Campanella hath
faid de fenfu reram?

InaWord, What fhall we know
in the world, if we can know nothing
tll we can folve all difficultics and
Objections. Therefore I adde

Prop. 4. The true method of one thar
would avrive at certainty, and nos decesve
himfelf and others, is to begin at the bot-
tomy, aid difcern things in their neereft,
wtrinfecal and maff certain evidences :
and afterwards to ery the by-objeftions as
he 15 able : _And noe to pere fir b upon the
tbielted difficultics, and judge of all the

caufe by thofe.
The plain truth and cafe of Chrifti-

ans is, that if God had not done more
for them by giving them his Spirie by
the Gofpel,and experience of its truth in
the cftects, than their Teachers have
done by a right inftru€ting them in the
evidences of Faith, or than the Reafon
of the moft doth in a clear difcerning
of thofe evidences in the thing or word
it felf; it were no wonder if Apoftates
Wwere more numereus than they are,

D2 when

e [TVARy:
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when fo many build on the fand, and
are flrangers to the true foundation,
and will never fee the evidences of
the Chriftian Verity init felf; no won-
der il poor Objejections thake them,
that never underftood the nature and
Reafons of their own Religion. If the
T ree grow allin top, which cxpolimn
1 to the winds, and little in the roots
which muft hold it faft, no wonderif
itbe overthrown. \When men nevey
kuew the great clear evidences of the
Crniftian Religion, but take it up by
Cuftome, Education and on the Cre.
dit unly of the time and place in which
they live, no wondcr ifevery fceming
woaknets, error or contradiction i
Seriptute mhie them doubr.

Firft, Look to all Learning, Arts
Aud Sciences 2 Do not learners that
would know, beginar the Elements
and Foundation 2 Do we not begin
¢ rammar with cur Letters, Sytables,
\Words, and chief rules? And m all
Lves andd Sciences with the Elements
and Principles,

sccondly, And Keafon telleth us
that the points that are molt weeeffery,
clear and cereaizanult be held accord-

ly

—— e

2% N X
Iy with a mare clear, afiured confi lenee
an thofe that are mnceefry & dars;
An i that wucertainties muit be reduced
L0 Certinties, AN NOL Certaiitics Lo un-
cotaimaes  And thatallarguing thould
be 1 aaivre, and BOL A minis notis. And
Lo 1 taid botore. as the Trunks of tue
Tyee, the Jeins, the Arteries, the
weoves are fow and vinble, and eahly
and furely Known, when the thou-
Suds of httle brainches arc hardly vi-
ible or numerable ¢ fois it with the
chemes of truths, e therefore that
will begin at thefe numcrous fall
branches will dere rather than kirow or
feara,

As in the former inftances. Fird,
When L fee with my eyes, the cfiecls
of Power, Wifdome and Goodue 10 all
tie vilible works of God, Lam fure
it s perfect Power, Wildeme and
Gouvdnels which is the caufe of tius
| i certain that nothing can give that
vhich (focmalirer OF eninenter ) ithath
it 1o wive, nor can the cflect excead
te torall caufe : Tam certain that he
from whom all Creatures Power, Wif-
dome and  Goodnefs doth procecd,

mult needs himigelf be more Great agd
\Wile
C

3

YT,
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Wife and Good, than all the world of
Creatures fet together which he hath
made. Tothis fundamental certaint
therefore I muft hold if I will not dote
whatever little Objections or pratlings
may be ufed againft it.

oSceondly,  Eternity is a thing in-
camprehenfibie, which quite fwallow.
cth up my underftanding ; and many
little things be faii againft it? But |
A certan that nothing can make wo-
thing 5 Andif ever there had been no-
thing, there never would have been
any thing: And to this ccrtainty I
will hold,

Thirdly, A holy lifc hath a great
many of cavilling ObjeCtions raifed
againft it by corrupted nature. And
fhall 1 there begin to make my trial of
it¢ No: Lam {ilt fure that a’ Rarion.
al frec Agent and Subje@ of God, is
bourd to obey him,and that the Grea-
reft Good thould be Grearlief} loved, and
that we are totally our Crearors own,
and fhould be totally devoted to him -
Famfurel cannot loc ¢ the infinite Good
too much, nox be too Goed, nor do too
mitch Good to others in the world, nor
make too fure of my own felicity, nor

tuo

(73)

too much feck my ultimate end. And
fhall not this affurance hold m:
faft againft all the foarlings aad.
pratlings of the doating drunken
world ? o

So here, 1 have in the Treatife o-
pened thofe grounds on which we
may be cerrain of the ncceffity of this Lo
linef, of the life to come; und of the
trit of the Chriftian Faith and hope:.
And becaule God in mercy hath net
put off the world with the skeleton o
abare Creed, but alfo given tien
the compleat boldy of facred S
ptures, to be a full perpetual Record
of this truth, fhall I turn his mcr-

¢y to a {nare and fin, and queftion all,

even the Articles of the Faith, be-
caufe in the Scriptures there are fome
things accidental to Religion, and

fome things hard to be underftood,’

which the ignorant and unskilfull
wreft to their deftruction ? This is
but to be Devils to our felves, and
foolith enemics of our own peace and

comfort : As Cirero fpeaks againt ¢
them that pleaded for the fouls mor- -

tality, as if it werc a defireable

thing,. b 4 You

.
.‘\
~
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51 the Nature and Intereft of a mean, and
i .

&) -agrecth with the Natvre and Intereft

1 of God, to fitepaiinft the Chnftian

Religion in Comperirion. Tt youwould
have wo Relivioir, you would have w0

1" Hopes, wo Safiey, ro Butacfs or €.
W fere but Beatial in this world, and
i vouwould e wo AL, 1E you would
x Bave nothing Lot Varnre and the Ho-
"

el wiich Netere ciearly calleth for,
vou would lave Heddth in an imbealed
Body, and Hcalth without the Phyfici-
an and his Afeans. The Medsator is
the way to the Farber, and if you
would Love God and be happy in bis
Love and have the Pardon of your Sins,
you have littlc recafon to reject him
that cometh to Procure, Reveal and
Communicate that Love and Pardon,
which muft win your hearts to the
Love of God. And if you would not
dic in defperation, b ut have the hopes
and forchght of a better life, you
have little Reafon to quarrel with a
Meflenger from Heaven, which bring-
cth Lifeand Immortality to light. As
bad as Chriftians arc,if perfonal quar-
rels and malignity blind you not, and

if

You hive nothinr elfe that fuiteth

(75) .
i€ you will not take _th_c enemics and
perfecutors of Chriftianity for Chri-
tians, meerly becaufe they affume the
name, you may calily fec that ferioms
Christicins wholive according to their
profetiion, are perfons of anutliljc‘r
kind of excetlency, than all the unbe:
lieving world. .
| know that from fome fetf-concart-
ed ignorant well meaning perlons , I
mutt look to bereviled and called 2
betrayer of Chriltiamty, becaule 1
plead not for it in thetr way, 'ﬂlld.
give you any other anfwer to youl
Shjeétons than [ Thae when Ged O~
ooty yaur the fpirie, you ﬂml{ k'{low I/m‘tl
the Scoaprive hath wo contradictiois, ail
Lot Chyifbaaity ss the trie Relizior :
7 tll then you cannot ko 18 5 Wor mnft [
¢roc you Reafous for it.7] But I domy
otiz,. andlet who will wrangle and
revile. .
How far the fayings of fome are
true or falfe, [ that the Scripturcts the
Liely means of faith or faving know-
ledve of God?'] that [t 1s 'Pn_ncxpm,;;
didemon fliabile o as firft prmup_lfs.o
I nowledg are in nature]) that Lgayin_—
thers fay) It hath evidence of ucdni:;




{76
lity, but not cvidence of certainty] (as
if cvidence of Divine credibility or
or faith, were not evidence of certain.
ty) [[that faith hath not evidence ;
but evidence evacuateth faith,  or the
merits of it] with fuch hike, a man of
underftan.ing may gather from what
i1s {uid: And I mult net be {o tedious as
particularly here torefolve them, ha-
ving done it (‘in Preface to the Second
part of the Saints Rett, Edie. 2. &c¢.)
long ago.  And though 1 have written
nothing here which fome men cannot
mal:c an ill ufc of; and fome men wifl
not tugn to matter of cavil and re-
preach, I will not thercfore leaveic
out, whilft 1 expect that the Coud
which Trueh is fitted to, is greater
than the evil, which by accident and
abufe will follow it.

And becaufe you feem Confident,
and think me bound to anfwer you,
and confequently all others,not know-
ing how many hundreds may trouble
me in the like kind, I fend you thisin
print, that other mens mi&/akcs and
infidelity alfo may have the fame rc.
medies. But I thall conceal your name
and dwelling, left the fhame of your

C .y

fin

T

(77) | _
finfhould hinder your patient appli-
cation of the remedy, fave onely by
telling you, thatitis long ago lincc
| read 2 noble Learned Lord
who in a Latine Book De Ferita-
¢ ( Comra Feritatem ) faid much
apainft the certainty of faith: But it
was all but learned froth and vanity.

IReft

A Servant of Chrift, and defiver
of your faith and falv.ition,

Dcr.:8.16u.‘ ’ R. Baxtcr

The




THE
SECOND PART
OF THIS

APPENDIX:;
BEING
‘Some ANIMADVERSIONS

On the forefaid Treatile De
Jeritate, Refolving feveral Quelki-
ons there included or implyed.

—————

PR

s A

: l lAving let fall the mention of
“that noble Authors Treatifc,
it came into my mind, thatit
having never been anfwered, might
be thought unanfwerab'c, and fo the

more confiderable. Therefore T ad.
join

L}
i}




( 80)
join fo much of iy Animadverfion, as
the caufe in hand requireth,

And Firft, I muft give the Author
the Hanor of his great Learning and
ftrength of wit. Secondly, I muft
confefs that the Teachers of the
Church, have been too often fuch, as
have given him the fcandal which he
{o oft exprefleth , as more regarding
their Intereft than Truth, and not
making clear the truth which they
have taught, and often wronging it
by their omiffions or additions, or un-
found explications. Thirdly, I con-
fefs the body of his Treatifc contain-
cth many very confiderable things, in
order to the difquifition of truth ; ef-
pecially about the futablenefs of the
facultics to the object, the condittons
requifite toa true apprchenfion, and
{fomewhat about the naturc of truthit
felf ¢ Though that which he calleth
Veritas apparentie, 1 had rather call,
Evidentin I'oritatis vei. And 1 amnot
willing to think that I have as many
diTerent facnlties as theve are different
plants inmy Garden, or Books inmy
Stuly, or Sewences in thofe Books;
And in feveral things [mifs that aceu-

' ratenels

(81)

ratenels which he pretendeth to: But

thefe 1 fhall pafs by.

« page 217. he {aith, [ An vero a.

““|jud (preeter Penitcntium) & qui-

« dem convenientius detur medivm,.
“ unde juftitiae divinz fit factum fatis

“ non eft hic in animo exponere,------

“ Hoc folummodo dicimus, (quicquid

“in adverfam partem a quibufdam

«“ fuggeratur) quod nifi_foli peniten:
¢ eia & fide in Deum, vitia & feelera
“ quacunque eliminari poflint, & Ju-
« fritize DDivinee Bonitas Divinaadeo
“ it »e7perut non fit ulterius quo pre-
 yocetur, nullum univerfale ita pa-
“rere, vel olim patuifie remedium,
“ut fuerit quo confugeret mifera ex
““ peceati fenfu languentitun turba, vel
haberet unde gratiam & pacem il-
«1,m internam conciliaret 5 & tandem
« i1 id deveniendum fit, ut quofdam,
“ipyno longe majorem’ hominum
“ partem infcios (nedum invitos) &
« Creaverit & dammaverit Deus Opt.
«Max. Quod adeo horrendum, &
« Providentiz, Bonitati immo & Ju-
« itize Divine incongrutm fonat, ut
« itiori immo & cquiori fententia di-

¢ cendum fiz, totum humanum genus
B «
¢X
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« ox panitentia femper habuifle me-
¢ dia unde Deoacceptum efle potuit;
« quibus fi exciderit, non jamex Deci
« hene placito, fed vx proprio homi-
¢ pum peccato, perditionem uniufeu-
« jufque ex titifle, nec per deum fte-
¢ tiffe quo minus falvi tierent. ] The
firtt Queltion thenis

Quctt. 1. Whether s Chrift, and not
onely ot Repentance, and belscf in God,
be tuken for a facrificc and price given
to God for mans Redcmption, 1t will fol-
Jow that moft of the world ave dumued by
Gods will without wty Remey, to which
they covld hatic vecourfe for [dvation ?

A, Firft, ltisivange that men
fhowid be left Remedilefs, if Chrift,
and notonely their Repenrance be the
Remedy 2 Surcly it Chrift had given
finners aothing, yet he hath raken we-
thing from thein.

Secondly, \Weall confefs the s
ver[ul neceffity of Repentance 2 But this
is partly coordinae (as the end) "and
sarcly fuberdinare (as an efieit) and
therefore not comrary to theneceflity
of a Redeemer # Repent.tnce 1s our cou-
verjon, and our begun Recovery from
fin; and will it follow that the Phyfici-

Wil

()
i is unnccelTary becaufe bealh and re-
covery are neccflary 2 Yeua,and fufficient
in their kind 2

Thirdly, How dothir follow that
t ¢ Remedywas vot Lniverfal, when
Reden.ption by Christ was univerful ?
Cirifl fo far died for all nien, as by his,
death “he procured them any Grace.
b he procured Grace (though not e-
aintl Graee ) for q e Youconfefs an
Lasverfal Gr.ce, and yeran snequullity
of bencfins © we fay, that Grace was
pioctred by Chritt @ Dowe narrowt
at ell, by faying, Chrift procured
" ?

Fourthly, I perceive fome mens
mif-explication of thefe things was
your fnare and fcandal.  Filt, We
diftinguith betwcen Chrifts procure-
ment of our pardon and Galvation by
his facrifice and merit with God, and
Chrift as the objett ¢ mans faith, or as
Believed inby man. Wedo not‘makc
the farser fo univerfally neceflary as

the former. Forwe hold that ZInfauts

arc faved, that behieve not. But we
hold that no one is faved for whom
Chrift did not fatistic Gods Juftice
and merit falvation. Sccondly, ,:\lnct

1

VLA |

;



(84

that this much cauflefsly offend you
not, we fay, Thar this farisfaglion
and ment confiftcth not in an identity
or gradual proportion of Chrifts pains
or fuferings to all mankinds, but in
an Apritnde of his Sacrifice and Righ-
reonficfs to attasn the cnds of Godibe
/ZJ'U.‘)I'R:;F,H of:lu weild | (tbe desionfta
tioir of his eyl 1-tisiefs and right couf
nefi y togethier with e dumphuan lote
and arercy) Letesr than the remedilels
damnation of all the finning woild
would have dene. Read but Mafter
Tyumans Great Propitiationn, which
fheweth you the true ends of the fa-
crifice of Chrift, and this unjuft of-
fence will vanith.  Thirdly, And we
maintain (asis faid) that the merit
and Propitiation wrought by Chrift, is
not to make our Repenrance needlefl ;
But to procureit, and to make it cfte-
&ual to its ends. He giveth s Repen-
tance and Remiflion of fins.  You con-
fefs - that we may and muft make a
. New Covenant with God upon our Re-
pentance : In that Covenant God pre-
miferh us Grace, as we confent to be
his fervants and children,
Chrift did procure (and as Gods GC—I

nera

Now if

|

|

' (38s) A

acral Adminiftrator) Give usthat pre-
mifc of pardon and falvation to the tru-
v Penitent, doth not this more oblige
s (o Repentance, and not /ef ? Aﬂd
the merir of Repentance (if you will
o call it with the Ancients) is quite of
another order, rank and nature than
the merit of Chrift. Its one thing for
the Innocent fon of God to merit Re-
pentance , and pardon to all that will
Repert; And another thing by Re-
senting, ( through his grace ) to per-
}orm the Condition of the further
Grace of pardon or falvation. Fourth-
ly, And vet further to heal your ur-
juft offence,we do not hold that Chrift
makethGod more merciful thanhe was,
or that his Redemption is the $rit
caufe of our recovery and falvation,
caufing God to be willsng, who was
unwilling before : But that Gods love
and mercy and his owr good will 15 the
firft canfe, whichgaveus Chrift for a
Redeemer as a feeond caufe, an cffe

of his love, and the Head of all the
means of our Recovery ; and the true
meriting caufe of that Grace and fal-

vation which God will give us. Nor.

fo meriting as to change God, butfo
merit-

\




meriting as to remove the Tmpedi-
merts of his grace asto the Com.
munication, and as to become the

firteft buftriment of the Fathers love wid

mercy 5 LY whonito Govers the Ll
ed world, and to communicate grace
and 1de to hnoers. Bifthly, And ya
fullier to faticne y o ur objeétien, we
hold that. Al maiwin.) is broushs by
Chrift under w Coven.int of Grace,which
isnot vain, nor repealed by Ged;
but as their abufe ot the Grace of the
Cevenant may caft them out. Foras
a Covenant of Ewive Nature OF In-
nocency wasmade wath a// mankind in
Innociint Adamy fo a Covenant of
Grace was made with all mankind in
Lapfed Adam, Gen. 3,18, in the pro-
mifed fced : and renewed gain with
all  mankind- in Noah. Wo man can
prove cither a lisnitution of this Cove-
nant to fame, (till the reft by vivlanng
it becone the Serpents feed, at leaft)
nor yet that ever God did abrogare it,
as it was made to all the world. Sixth-
ly, And we furtheracquaint yotnthat
it was not the exiffeut bumanity of
Chrift, that procured Grace and Life
to the world, forthofe (about) 400

)'cm's
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years before his Incarnation. The
mecr Decreeand Promife did ferve for
mans fulvation all that time, without
the Exiftence of his Humanity, Sc-
venthly, Therefore when you grant
a necellity of Believing a2 God, as
merciful, you muft neceds include
Chrift m his Divine fubfittence, for
you muit needs grant that the eternal
+éyos of wifdome of God, muft be the
fountain and dererminer of all thofc
means by which his Loveand mercy
would communicate recovering graie
and life to man, You will not divide
God as the objett of ourfaith, and
leave out the wifdome that muft ma-
nage all. Eighthly, And yet furcher
to remove your feandal, we maintain
that the Jews themfelves were not
bound to believe many that are now
Articles of our Faith (rhat Chréft was
borisof the Virgin Mary, [uffered under
$Ponins Pilat e, wascricified, dead and
buried,defcended to hades,and rofe agan
the third day) And that his very death
and refurrction,were not belicved by
his own Apoftes till he wasrifen. Nor
underftood they the Article of the Ho-
ly Ghoft, So that beforea more gene:

ral
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ral belief in the Meffiah did ferve the
Jews themfelves; That all this is fo
we are fatisfied by this evidence, Firf,
By the filence of the Old Teftament
in the Matter, giving us no proofthat
ordinary (much lefs a//) belicvers, had
fuch a particular knowledge of the of-
fice of Chrift: And what is not reveal.
ed is not to be belicved.  Secondly,
From Heb.11. Where faith is defcri-
bed ( asin its latitude) to be the evi:
dence of things not feen, and the fub-
ftance of things hoped for, anda be-
lieving that God is, and that he is the
rewarder of them that diligently feck
him, and a looking for a better coun-
try and for a City that hath founda-
tions whofe builder and maker is God
and a believing the word and faithful-
nefs of God, &c. And the Holz
Ghoft when he purpofely defcribet
the faith which the ancients had been
faved by, would never have left out
the chief or any eflential part. The
fame [ fay of Rom.4. and 2 Cor. 4.
18. and 5.1,6,7. 7am. 2 &c. Third-
ly, The Text exprefly telleth-us. Firft,
Of Chrifts Death and Rcfurredtion,
and confequently the offering hinafelf
a

———————— .. .
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facrifice for fin, and ranfom for
:tlhc world, and dying for us, that the
Apoftles themfclves were 1gnorant of
it ull after his Refurredtjon, Mat. 16.
21,22. When Chrift rold tl_umtlm he
muft be killed and vasfed againthe third
day, Peter teck him, ar{d began to re-
buke bim, [aying, Be it far from thee
Lord, This (hall not be unto thee, Luke
0. 44, 45+ The (o5 of man [hall be de-
livered snto the bands of men: Bus they
wnder fhoad not this fuying and it was hid
tom thers thas they perceived it nots
Again, Luke:18.371,32,33, 34 All
things written in the Prophets concerning
rhr]%n of man fhall be accomplifhed, for
be fhall be delivered ro the Qennlcs, and
be mocked, and ”zitefu//l] intreated anj
firon, andthey (hall [conrge bim m;g
pet him to death,  and the third day 2
[all vife again. And they underftoo
none o thefe things, and this [aying was
bid from them, :
thing s which were fpeken : So Mark 9‘i
32. LuKC 24 21, 2§, 26, We trufe
this bad been be thas fhould bave Rcd:cbm-
od Ifrael-Q fools and flow of heart to be-
lieve all ‘thas the Prophcts have j’okm,

oughe not Chrift & have [uffere iy

850 e

weither kuew they the

thefe .
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things aml to enter into his Glery s Aud
begsmmng at AMolcs and all the Prophets,
be expounded o them i all theSeriptres,
the things concerning  himfelf. Tere
you fee that they knew not that he
muft dic for our fins,, rife again and
afcend to Glory @ And that it 15 1o
proof that al} tnarwere ufliticd before
underftood thefe things, becaufe that
Mofes and  the Prophets had forcteld
them; For the Apoitles themielves
underftood it not in Mafes and the
Prophets.  Stcondly, They under-
flood not aright the do¢trine of his
Interceffion, and that he muft go to the
Father and then be their high Priclt,
and that they muft come to God by
him, and ask in his name. For it is
fuid, fohin 10.5,6,7. Now Igomywdy
t0 bim that [ent nie, and none of you ask:
eth me whither goeft thou 2 bt becunfe I
have [as.: thefc thing te yons, forrow hatl
filled yorrr heart s---but it is expedicnt
tor you that [ go away. V. 24- Hither-
1o yehave asked nothins in my name, V.
20, Atthar d;t)’jcﬂi.rllmkin w3y HAMC .
As for themthat fay that the Ap: Mles
knew that they were tocume to God
onely by a Mediator (us ail the faith-
' - ful

(o1)
full did of old) but yet they knew not
that they muft come to him by Chrift,
and in hisname,  Firft, There was no
Mediator exiftent but God before the
Incarnation, though there was sobe a
Mediator after, Sccennly, This im-
plyeth that the A&’oﬁlcs knew not Je-
(us to be theChrift, and that they went
toGod by fome other Mediator,which
arc both falfe. Thirdly, And if by me-
diarion be meant the fatisfaCtory price
of his Sacrifice, they knew not thathe
was to dic and to be a Sacrifice for Sin,
Fourthly, And it is plain that they un-
derftood not rightly the nature of his
[piritual Kingdome and Reign; Buthad
got an opinion of an Earthly Kingdom
forthe Jews dcliverance and exalta-
tion : that Chrift abideth for_ever, fob.
12. 34. in oppofition to his heavenly
sbode was then a common opinion,
Luke 24 Wehoped this had been he
that fhould have redeemed Ifrael:
one would have faton his right hand
and another on his left,: and they
ftrove who fhould be grlateft, A 1.
Lord wilt thou at this thime reftore the
Kingdome to Jfrael ? 7eb. 16, When
the Advocate was to be fent he was to

E
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teach them all things, and to teftife
of Chrift, and to convince the world
of the i of their unbeliefy, and of the
siohsconfnefsand rruth of Chrift, and
of his Judgment or Kingdome and pow-
er, as confifting (guoad exercitinm )
i the debellation or dejection of the
{ingdome of Satan, and deftroying
the works of the Devil. By all which
(and much morc) it appearcth that
the Apofties, (though then in a ftate
of Juttification,) had a very genctal
and defective knowledge of the Office
of Chrift; and that though his Pro-
sheticalOffice was ordinarily believed
(Joh. 4. The Swimaritane woman could
fay, when the MefTiah cometh, hewill
tc{l us all things) aod a tewpporal
Kinadom expeied, yet his Jpivitutl
Kingdom, and cipecially his Prictly

- office, by his fucrifice,death, vefiirreltion,
beaventy interecjion (for all the old
Types and Sucritices Jwas little under-
flood by the Difciples. Yea, he fome-
times forbad them and others to tell
men that be was the Chrift, becaufe the

great evidences of his Re urreltion, Af-

genion and Spirir, by whichit was to
be evinced, “were yet to come.  And
we

- .. e
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we believe not that all that were faved
before, had more knowledge thanthe
Apoftles, o that though all the faithtul
Jews believed in the promifed fecd, c-
ven the Aeffiab, as one thar was to be
fentto be their Deliverer and Savi-
our, yet it was by a faith that was
very general, and far from that di-
ftinctnefs,which after theRefurreCtion

of Chrift was required, of all to whom

the Goflpel was promuglate, whichl
have faid the more of to you, left you
think that we hold what we do not,
and fo take occafionto erre by fuppo-
ing us to crr, Clemens .Alexandyqius,
Juftin. Marsyr, Arnobins, Laétantins.
and other old Chriftians do go yet fur-
ther,then yet T have conceded to you.
And our very learned Dr. Twiffe
doth arguc that God could have faved
the world without a Redeemer if he
had pleafed,becaufe he faved the faith-
ful under the old Teftament without
any exiftent Mediator (‘except God
himfelf)or any exiftent facrifice or me-
it or intercflion of him, and becaufe
he faveth Infants without faith, But
for the firft I take it to be at beft too

great temerity or audacity to difpute .
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whether God could have done things
bester or otherwife, which he has done
fo well : (of which I have faid more in
my Premonition before my Treatife,
called the unreajonablencfs of Infidelity,
¢ Though 1 know that Wallews,and ma.
ny other learncd Proteftants fay the
fame.) And as for Jufams they arenot
faved without the Sacrifice, aund grace
of the Redeemcr, though they know
himnot; norarc they in the Cove-
nant without the faith of their Parents
or Owrers, whichis as their own. And
it the Spirst of the Prorphets be called
the Spirt of Chritt, 1Pct. 1. 11. And
the reproach of AMofes was the rl‘pro;lch
of Chrift Heb. 11, 26. Wemay much
more conclude of the ordinary Belicv-
ers before his coming, that Chritts In-
rereft and his Spirits vperations and belp,
extended much further than mens uz-
derstanding of him, his undertakiog
and his future work.  No doubt but
the eternal Asyos thathad undertaken
mans Redemption, and thereupon was
cur Lord Redcemer, gave evento Seo-
crates, Plato, Cicero, Seneca, AMntonint,
Epickerns, Plutarch, &c. What light
:nd mercy they had, though they
undera

v,
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" mderftood not well from whom or

upon what grounds they had them.
Ninethly, And alfo we hold that the
Jews were not the wholc of Gods
Kingdome or Church of Redeemed
ones in the world (as I have fully pro-
ved clfewhere,) But that as the Gove-
nant was made with all mankind, fo
amongft them God-had other Servants
befides the Jews ; Though it was they
that had the extraordinary benedittion

. of being his pecudiar fucred Peoplc.

Tenthly, And we hold that as the
Jews had by Promifes, Prophefics and
Typesymore means to know God and
the Meffiah to come than other Nati-
ons, {o they were anfwerably oblig-
¢d to more krowledge and faith thano-
ther Nations were, that had not, nog
could have, their means.

If then all the world be under the
b6t Covanant of Grace, and if you
confefs this to proceed from the wi-
dome and goodunefs of God, and thqt
men are bound fo to believe, and if
Chrift fince his Incarnation hath dimi-
nithed none of the mercies of God to
the world, but rather greatly increaf-

ed them ; and fo where the Gofpel is
E 3 not.
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not preached, nor cannot be had,they
that refufc itnot, arc in no worfc cafe
than they werebefore, how can‘you
fay that shevave Remediles, 1f Chaift
be the raniomic and remedy’?

\V'e hnow thar all men partake of
agreat Jeal of miercy from God, af-
te l'thC n (‘f())il)l;& d(‘ln(l‘it Of thcil‘ ﬁn.
We know that this  mercy  telleth
thean aloud,  that God dealeth net
with them according to the frft Luw
of Innocency ; They fee he pardoneth
them,they fee/ that he pardoncth them
in part; thatig, that he ufeth them
not as they deferve. We knew that
all this mercy obligeth them to hope,
thathe will yet be further merciful;and
to repentance obedience,thankfulnefs
and love. \We know that the Heathen
arc no left as the Divels,without reme-
dy, butall the Nations are under Di-
vine obligations, to ufe certain means,
which have a tendency to their reco-
very : And we know that God biddeth
no man to ufe his means in vain.

Fourthly, Let us thercfore firft de-
bate this Cafe, with any unbeliever
that hath your objeCtions, Whether
you have any fault to find with the

Chrifti-

(97)

Chriftian Dorine of the way of mans
falvation, forthe firft 4000 years, be-
fore the Incarnatson of our Lord ? If
vou have, Firft, Isit with the Author?
Gecondly, Or with the terms and con-
ditions of life ? Firlt, The Author then
was none but God. The eternalady@-,
wifdonse and word,did interpofe to pre-
\\'cnt the execution of ftrict Juftice, by,
refolving to glorific Love and  erey.
Do yon deny the being of Gods crer-
il wifdome or word? Do you deny him
to be Goe bimfelf? Or a Divine fubfift-
cacep& Jream that it is but fomeAcci-
dent in God? Ne? your fair defeription
of God, p. 210. difchargeth you from

th¢ imputation of fo grofs an error,
You will fay that the Divine power
and goodnefs interpofed as well as the
Divine aéy g~ wifdome and word. True :
Opera Trinitatis ad extra funt in divifie
but [ that cach hath an cminency in
Lis own work, though not as fepara-
ted or a folitary principle or caufe, The
F.ther and Divine 1 ital Albive Power,
was eminently glotificd in the Crears.
on 5 The Son and Divive wifdome is
cminently, glorified in the making
of the Remedying Afedicine 5 And the
E 4 Ds-
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Divine Love and Spirit is eminently
glorified’in the operation of it, tothe
Health and Salvation of the Sou), The
fon,and the wifdome or word doth not
finithall the work himfelf, but with
the Father and Divine power, fendeth
the holy Spirir,and communicateth to
man the Leve of God.And all together
will be glorified in our glorification.
= Seeondly, Andif it be the terms of
Ife that do offend you, Firtt, Itis -
ther the terms of fatisfying the Juftice
of God. Secondly, Or the terms of
conveying the benefits to man.

ki, For the firft, there is nothing
mit, to giveoffence. For we dream
not of any extrinfecal agent or action
(much lefs that which was not exift-
ent till § 00 years after) having any
proper cafuality to change Gods mind
orwill; The fum of the Chriftian
Doctrine about the Interpofition and
Redemption by the Son, for man upon
his fall, is but this; Asif God fhould
fay Zwill wot defbroy or damn [nful man
remedilefly, acording tothe firick (ermes
of the Law of Innocency which he hath
broken s but will give bim a yemedying
Covenant of Grace; becaufe 1 will in
the

- - ' Voo
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the fulnefs of Time, provide better for
the glorifying of my Truth and Flolinefs,
wifdome and goodne(s, ijnftice and mer-
¢y, than the remedilefs deffruition of
mankind wonld do 5 even by the Incarna-
tion, doétrine, fucrifice, merits, &c. of
the eternalword. ] So that this fnmd
work_of Godis the caufe of his fubordi-
nate work: :  but not the canfe of any
real (butonly relative or denomina.
tive mutation sn himfelf, This all found
Clwiftians arc agiced in; And can.
this offcnd you ?

Secondly, And for the termes of com-
municarion of Grace to man,it is either
Fitlt, The New Covenant as a. Gift of
pardon and life, Sccondly, Or the
condstions which it requireth of man,

Firft, The former you neither do
find fault with norcando (That God
fhonld give the world a Recovering
and pardoning Law, ) Sccondly, The
fecond is all that is here liable to your
exception. And what do you think -
mifsn that? Firlt, Not that Repon-
tance is one of the Conditions of tui-
ther Grace ; for that you plead for®
Sccondly, Not that Fides in Deun mi-
fericordem, Faith in Gods revealed me -

Es o
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not preached, nor cannot be hadthey
that refufe itnot, arcin no worfe cafe
than they werebefore, how canyou
fay that they ure Remedilcfs, if Chyift
be the ranfonic and remedy’

We know that all men” pireake of

agreat Ccalof miercy from God, af.

terthe n otorious demerit 6f their fin,
We know that this mercy- telleth
them aloud, that God dedleth not
with them according to the firft Luw
of Innocency 5 They fec he pardoncth
them,they fee/that he pardoncth them
in part; thatis, that he ufeth them
Rot asthey deferve.  We kneow that
all this mercy obligeth them to Hope,
thathe will yet be further merciful;and
to repentance,obedience,thankfulnefs
and love, We know that the Heathen

“arcno left as the Divels,without reme-

dy, butallthe Nations are under Dj-
vine obligations, to ufe certain means,
which have a tendency to their reco.
very : And we know that God biddeth

o man to ufe his means in vain,
Fourthly, Let us therefore firft de-
bate this Cafe, with any unbeliever
that hath your " objections, Whether
You have any fault to find with the
| Chrifti-
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Chriftian Do€trine ofthe way of mans
falvation, for the firft 4000 years, be-
fore the Incarnation ot our Lord p If
you have, Firft, Isit with the Auphor?
Sccondly, Or with the terms and con-
ditions of life? Firlt, The Aurhor then
was none but God. The cternalaby @-,
wifdome and word,did interpofe to pre-
vent the execution of ftrit Juftice, by,
refolving to glovific Love und Mercy,
Doyon deny the being of Gods erer-
nal wifdome or word? Do you deny him
to be Goa himfelf? Or a Divine fubfift-
eaccede dream that it is but fomeAcci-
dent in God? Ne? your fair defeription
of God,p. 210. difchargeth you from
the imputation of fo grofs an’crror.
You will fay that the Divine power
and goodnefs interpofed as well as the
Divine »éy0- wifdome and word. True ;
Opera Tinitatis ad extra funt in divifie:
but fo that cach hath an eminency in
his own work, though not as fepara-
ted or a folitary principle or caufe. The
Futher and Divine I 1tal Ative Power,
was emiuently glorificd in the Creari.
on 5 The Sou and Divine wifdome is
cminently, glorificd in "the making
of the Remedying Afedicine ; And the
E 4 Di-
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Divine Love and Spirit is eminently
glorified in the operation of it, tothe
Health and Salvation of the Soul. The
fon,and the wifdome or word doth not
finith all the work himfelf, but with
the Father and Divine power, fendeth
the holy Spirit,and communicatcth to
man the Love of God.And all together
will be glorified in our glorification.
E« Sccondly, And if it be the terms of
[ifc that do offend you, Firft, Itis e
ther the terms of fatisfying the Juftice
of God. Secondly, Or the terms of
conveying the benefits to man.

Fid{, For the firft, there is nothing
init, to give offence. For we dream
not of any extrinfecal agent or adtion
(much lefs that which was not exift-
cnt till 4000 years after) having any
proper cafuality to change Gods mind
orwill; The fum of the Chriftian
Do&rine about the Interpofition and
Redemption by the Som, for man upon
his fall, is but this; AsifGod fhould
fay Jswill ot dcftroy or damn_[inful man
vemedilefly, according tothe flvitk rermes
of the Law of Innocency which be hath
broken ; but will give him remedying
Covenant of Grace; becanfe 1 will ;’}rz
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the fulnefs of Time, provide bettey for
the glor:f]ng of my Truth and Holinefs, .
wifdome and goodnefs, juftice and mer-
¢y than the romedilefs deferuition of
m.ankind wonld do 5 even by the Incarna-
tion, doltrine, fucrifice, merits, &c. of
the sternal word.} So that this grund
work of Godis the caufe of his ﬁffwdi—
nate work: :  but not the canfe of any
real (butonly relutive or denomina.
tive mutation sn bhimfelf, This all found.
Chriftians arc agieed in; And can:
this offend you 2
Secondly, And for the rermes of com-
mknicaion of Grace to man,it is either
Firlt, The New Covenant as a. Gift of
pardon and life, Sccondly, Or the
condstions which it rcquireth of man,
Firft, The former you ncither do
find fault with nor cando (That God
fhonld give the world a Recovering
and pardoning Law,) Sccondly, The
fecond is all that is here linble to your
¢xception. And what do you think a-
mifsin that? Firt, Not that Kepcn»
tange is one of the Conditions of fur-
ther,Grace ; forthat you plead for®
Sccondly, Not that Fides sn Deum mi-

fevicordem, Faith in Gods revealed me -
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€y As pardening fin, is required of man
for that alfo you plead for. |
But you woeuld have his goodnefs and
mercy 1o be a fufficient fupisfaition rohss
Fustice 2 Anfiv. Furft, | hoEc you
will not cxcluae his wi/dome, becaufe
you abhorre Atheifin as folly., Second-
Iy, And I hope you will diftinguith
between, the prime [atisfying C.mﬁ',-gnd :
tic faussfying menns ; 1hefe plainly
differ. Vhe prime fatisfying Canfe
Gods wifdome contriving and determin-
ing of the hitteflt way to communicate
his love and fpirir. But the prime fatés-
Jying means is Jefus Chrift, who was
to do that which was fitteft to attain
the foretuid ends.

But that which you will accept a.
gainftis, that the Belief sin Chrifts {u.
tive gncarnation wias made then  neceffit-
7y 10 [alvation.  _Anfw. 'Fi.rﬁ, Sce that
you feign not the Chrittian .Doar'm.c'
to fay morc of this than indeed it
doth, which I have opened to you be-
fore. [ told you how narrow the Apo-
ftles own faith was before Chrifts Re-
Yurre@tion. We know that +¢ -thebe-
licving Jews, knew not: fo much as

they, nor fomuch ag the Prophets,and
. more

)
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more illuminated mea : And we know
that the reft of the world had not io full
arevelation asthe Jews. But we know*
that all that had the notice of his pro-
mife, wercto believe the truth there.
of: And thofe that had not the word of
promife made known to them, had the
poffeffion of many fuch mareies as thar
promsfe gave, and as intimated much
of the fame grace which the promife

did : Thefore none could be bound
to lefsthan to believe, that God- of his
mercy Would pardon fin and five peritent
Belicvers, by fuch a means of feeuring
the hononr of} his holinefr, truth and Jh=
ficey asbis infinite wifdome fhould pro-
wide.  This much you cannot.deny,’
And that the promife of the I'ictoriois
feed (though it fecm too obfeure ro
bind men to fo diftinét a faith, as outs:
is) was by Tradition told ‘to Adams.
goﬂcrity,:md that they Had a General
clicfof fuch an expiation for fome
time, feemethintimated in the early.
and almoft amiverful ufe of facrificing,
of which ] thall ipcak iore anon.Hi.
therto then I have vindicated theChri-
ftian Docirine of mans falvation, for.
the firft 40c0 years.

Sccondf |
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Secondly, And is there any thing
fince which thould make it more. of-
“fenfive to you ? Firft, Asto the Perfon
of Chrift'T have faid enough in my
Treatife (the Reafon of Chriftian Re-
ligion. ) Verily 1 think it far harder to
confute thofe that feign all the world to
be animased by God as the univer{alSonls
andto conceive how God, who 1s moft
intimatc to all things, in whom we¢
live, and move and are, thould notbe
a; necrly united to all things, as Chri-
ft .ans believe him to be to the humane
na‘ure of Chrift (though undoubted-
by it is not fo) than that he thould
have that izeer union with his bumane
naure.

Secondly, And asto Chrifts work,
1have fo largely thewed you the ne-
ceffity, the reafonablencfstand the har-
monic:| congruitics that I wjll not re-
peat them,  naword,The New Tc-
ftament is the Do&rine of the eternal
A'yes wifdome or word of God Incar-
nate to communicate the Divine Spiris
and love to man, 10 be a facrifice for fin,
the Conguerorof Satan, De.th and Sin,

the Head over All things 10 1h¢ Church,
the Author of Redemption, the grand
. ' ' " Admiui-

‘ ‘.L ¥
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Adpisnistrator of the new Covenant, the
Reconciler and Reftorer of man to Ged,
the Teacher , Ruler and High Preift of
thie Church, s order to this aur Restorati-
on and Salvation.

Thirdly, But if it be the Time of his
coming that doth offend you, I have
anfwered that, and further adde. Firft,
What is there in foolith man that
{hould encourage him to dream, that
he better knowcth the fitteft feafon for
Geds works, than God himfelf. Se-
condly, Man was notall the while be-
fore, without the Benefits of this de-
defigned and undertaken Redemption :
He was fhll under a Covenant of
Grace, Thirdly, Confider well that
God did not intend to give mankind
that had fo heinoufly finned (by prefer-
ferring the Devils word before his,)a
prefens and a perfelt pardon, but encly
to give a new Law and Covenant
which fhonld be a conditional gift of
pardon, to be obteined in full per-
fetion, in time, and by degrees, we
had madc .our felves voluntarilY the
Slaves of Satan: And God wauldnot
deliver us all at once. We had forfeit

ed the heavenly affiftance of the hfcﬂy
" fph

{
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fpirit, and God would not give it us
“allat once: Mans time of healing the
wounds of his own fin is the time of
this life : and the perfect cure will not
be done till our entrance into the pet-
fect world. And asitis with Judivi-
dal men, foitis with the world of al
manksnd.  Grace mitateth natwre and
doth all by degrees,darker Revelations
were meeter for the Infancy of the
world, and clearer at ynoon day, and ri-

“per knowledge fitter for its maturity.

And when Satan by Divine permiflion
had plai'd his part,and feemed to tri-
umph over the finful world, it was
time for Chrift to come, by Power,
Wifdem and Goodnefs meanly cloath-
ed to calt down his Temples and  Al-
tars, to fubfidue his Kingdoms,and to

‘triumph over the Triumpher.

Fourthly, But if itbe the prefen

~conditions of the nw Covemant fince

~-

Chrifts Refurre@tion, that offendeth
you,uiz, that the world is required to
believe in him, Thave anfwered that
aud now adde. Firft, Remember -
“_/hat'l faid before, that v mans cond;.-
tion 15 made worfe by Chriff, than it

 Was before his sucarnation, They thac

neithey

-obliged to Believe :

( 1c5)
ncither havenor could have the Cove-
uant of Grace in the laft edition, are
under it as they were before in the fir b
cdition, further than as their after fins
have deprived them of ‘any of its,
benefits,  Thercfore ‘the coming’ of
Chrilt hath not murrowed the Church,
nor repealed or diminithed any grace
that before was given, but added
much more.” Sccondly, When there
was more Grate to be given, it was
needful that the Condition fhould be
fuited to it. Would you rather be with-
“out'the Graces and benefitg, than be
) would you be.
cured by one that you would ‘not be-
lieve, nortake for your Phyfician?
would yoube tanghr Ivy one that you
willnot belieye or take for your Tea-
_cher 2 would'you be ruled by one that
you will not believe is your Ruler ?’
}nd I have proved to you, that God
bideth no man believe either without
2 meet object, or weet evidince of the
credibility, yea the certain venty of
that which-'h¢ is ‘commanded 'to be-
lieve.  And the belief required of us,
isbut @ means to our love of God

“and our belief of the cverlafting glory,
and
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-and confequently is needful to our fur.
ther duty, to our perfeQion and our
felicity. Do you not think your felf,
that the greatelt demonttrations of the
Divine Love, are fitteft to breed

Love in us to God? And is not this

wonderful work of mans Redemption
a wonderful demcuftration of Gods
Love; If you fay thatit is sueredible
becaufe wonderful and fncomprebenfible,
I anfwer you, It is the more credible
becaufefo wondeyful. T cannot believe
thatany thing is'a work of God, ef-
pecially one of his grear tranfcendent
works which mortal man can compre-
hend. The work of the Farher and of
Omnipotency in Creation is wonderfully ;
will you thercfore fay that there s no
world 2 The work_of the Holy Ghoft in
Regeneration is wonderful, &c, efpe-
cially inour perfetion in Glory. And
will you fay ‘therefore that there is no
Sanitification or Glorification? fo the
work of the Son and Divine wifdome and
word sncarnate is wonderful; And it
lé o‘she fitter to be thought a work, of

, And would you not fay your felf
| that

(107) |
that if God {hould fend an Angel from._ -
Heaven, to tell you his will, and tell
you what is good and evil, and totell
vou the certainty of thehifcto come
and the Joycs thereof, would it not bl':
a fingular” help to your Belsef of al
thefe things revealed, if he did but
give you fufficient proof that he is
fent of God? What perverfoefs 15t
then to quarrel with Gods greateft
mercy as incredible, mecrly becaufe
it is wondcrful and great, and there-
fore fit for God to give. Thefore ob-
fcrve here the error of thofe mcp,that
overlook the Benefir , and taking all
Dutyfor a Burden difpute againft the
neceffity of the Duty . whercas all ou;
Dutyis our Benefir, like the duty o
fea/lzug, refoycing, vecievsng money o¥
honour when givenus? And the true
ftatc of aur Queftion thould be, Wli:
ther all they thas by the Gofpel hafwd t .
offer of @ Savionr and Salvation, an 7’
thofe treafures of mercywhich are brou_i ¢
to mankind by Clm]{ above what ; ey
bad before bisincarnation, are boun t;
believe that procurement and offer, m{]c
to aceept fo great a gift? When t

- : n be
fame men that queftion this, :.?”mg
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willing to accept of wealth and ho-

nours,without difputing whether the
may not live without them, and wi?’l
{a)fa Lutis 1nifi ment is inops oblatum ref
pmst aurim ? And he that can makea
forry thift with a Candle, will not dif-
pute whether it be his duty to open his
Windows & et in the light of theSun;
Itis Riches of Mercy which all they
difpute asainft, whothink they fpeak
a‘gamﬂ the neceflity of fome Xiﬂicult
auty.

Thirdly, And remember again that
your felf confefs an Jnecuality of Gods
Benefirs, and that he is not bound to
give themto all alike, though there
were no inequality of demerit in the
Receivers, If then he give more tothe

Church by Chrift Incarnate, then he

did beforc his Incarnation, or more
than he giveth to the world that never
hear the Gofpel, their Eye fhould not
be evil becaufe he is good 5 much lefs

onrs who receive the beneht,
Fourthly, And I am glad that all
that you require of God for AN the
world, is butthat their Salvation or
Damnation may be brought to their
own free choice, and not their perditi-
on

1.
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oh be athing unavoidable by Gods
meer will, without their culpazlcmif-
choofing.  And allthis we maintain
as wellas you: And you can never
prove that the Chriftian Religion doth

Y deny it. Nay tellmeif you can what

merey your doebrine giveth to all the
norld, which omrs giveth them not?
Do you fay that they are not under the
mcer Law of funocency made with A-
dum, but under the Law of grace,
which after was given him ¢ fo do we.
But you fay, that this Law- of Grace
fsthe Law.of Nature i Mgt not names -
abufe us:: It is not the Law of /mnocent
Nature .- But it isfo fitted to mans
Lapfed Stase, and doth alfo fo fitly ex-
prefsthe Gracious Nagure of God, and
alfo hath fuch evidences in Gods mer-
ciful providence and dealing with the
finful world, that in all thefe refpetts,
if you callitthe Law of Lapfed and
veprieved nature wnder sts vepavation, we
will not contend about the namc.

But you fay that all men may be fu-
ved, if they reject not their fulvation :
{o fay we, thatall {hould be judged 36-
cording to that means and Law that

is given them, their Confcicnces ac{cug
ing
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fing or excufing themin the day when
Chiitt fhall judge the world, ‘as the
Gofpel telleth us, And none perith
now for the meer fin of Adam, nor
meerly for want of the Innocency re-

?uircd by the firft Law; but for there-

ufing and abufing fome mercy pur-
chafed by Chrift, which had an apt
tendency to their Repentance and
Recovery. '
But you lay the main ftrefs on this,
that All men may be faved by true (aith
i1 God and true Repentance witheut be.
lieving in a GcifiedChrift. And we fay
that ne man in the world fhall periih
that hath true faith in@od and true Re-
pentance ; Forallfuch do Love God a4
God,and do devote themfelves to bis
glory, to obedience and Love: and

- do hatefinasfin; and foare holy.And

God cannot caft that Soul into Hell
that loveth him and beareth hisImage.
Holinefs hath fo much of God and
Heaveninit, that this would be to
caft Heaven and Gods Image into
Hell, and tojumble Heavenand Hell
together. Do we not then grant you
as much as you can reafonably dczrc
Tell us but what Heathens or Maho-

metans

1)
mewans arc Holy,truly penitens for all
finy and devored to Ged in obedience and
love, and we will grant you that they
fhall all be faved. :

But you were ware that we would
tell you that this Repentance and holi-
nefs is not a thing, which finful man
is (o cafily brought to : And therefore
the Queftion muft be, whether really
thefe Heathens do truly Repent and Love
God as God or not ¢ |

Anfw. Firft, Here you may perceive
that though before you did but require
that falvation be brought down to the
Sinners choice, yet now that will not
ferve the tnm: Yea, though Fairh
n God, and trpe repentance were the
terms that you were {atisfied thould be
impofed on all, yct now you are loth
toftand to that, unlefs we grant shat
all thefe men have the power {o to be-
lewve and repene. Wellif by power you
mean a Natural faculty we grant that
they havethe power of Ineelleitionand
Udlition. Andifit be the object that is
inqueftion, we grant that the objec?
of that Fasth and Repengance which
you mention your felf is certain and
cxiftent ; And if itbethe evidence t?f
. the
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the objelt that isin queftion, we grant
that the Being, Power, Wifdome, Good-
nefy Holinefs, Truth, Juftice and Mer-
¢y of God, are revealed to mankind,
by an evidence fufficicnt inits kin /) if
their fouls be but rightly difpofed to
reccive it : And that fin to be repented
of, is difcernable in themfelves is
doubtlefs. _Amyraldss largely labour-
cth to prove, thatas God bindeth no
man to natural unpoflibilitics, that is,
to any ACt without, Firft, A faculty
that can doit. Sccondly, An Objelr,
Thirdly, Evidence of that Object (As
not tofce. Firft, without an eye, Se-
condly, That which is notinbeing,
Thirdry, Or that which is a thoufand
miles off, or in the dark, without
Light) fo that all Heathens have firft
the natural faculty, Secondly, An objett
which would fave them if truly belie-
ved in and Loved; that is, God : Third-
IK, A Revclation of this obje¢t: And
that the 70 yvaso'v 78 34§ is fuch an ob-
je€t aswould procure their felicity if
duly apprchended. Scealfo Mr. Ty«-
mans Treatife of Natural and Moral
Imporency,

But

i
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But sndeed when all is done, the wit
of man that is offcnded with God ; as
if he gave not all men a pewer to be f«-
ved, will not be fatisfied if that be
granted, unlefs alfo he aCtually fave
them.Should we grant you all the reft,
if fome yet ave damned, when God
conld bave faved them, it will not fa-
tiste them that will be above God,
and will judge their Judge.

But becaufe you feem fatisfied with
lefs, fuppofe all the queftion come to
this, Whether or no thofe that never had
the Gosfeiy do cver come without it 1o
trie fasth in God , and true vepentance
andfo to be faved ? |

Anfiw. Firft, And when we have
granted you what you firft defired,that
nohe perith but thofe that are willfull
impenstent and believe not truly ip Goag -
why muft the controverfic be carri-
cd to mens hearts, and afts. 1 canread
Gods Law, but I cannot know or read
the beares of millions whom I never
faw, Muft I be obliged to know the,
thoughts of cvery man in China, Tur-
tary, fapan, or the Antspodes ? Second-
ly%hat number is it that you put the

queftion of, and whofe Repentance you
affere

'
Bl
.
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affert ? Is it Al or but fome ? 1f AKhe
muft be mad that believeth it, that Al
men aretruc penitent Belivers in God.
If but fome, Firlt, Would not your
wit quarrel ftill with God for damning
all the reft 2 Secondly, And mouft it
be the greater part or the leffer 7 or
would you know on what number or
where to find fatisfaction? And what
have we to do to judge amothers Ser-
vants:To their own Mafter they ftand
ot fall,
Secondly, And methinks you fhould
cafily grant ac leaft, Firlt, That Re-
entance and Holine(sis far eafier to
them that have the &ofpel, than to
them that never heard it. Sccondly,
And that they are far more cemmon,
And fo that far more Chriftians are holy
and faved than of others. For, Firht,
Tell me ; If God thould fend an Angel
from Heaven as aforefaid, with mira-
culous evidence of his miffion, to call
men to repentance and beliefin God,
and Glory, would itnotbe cafier for
thofc men to repent, than for others?
Nay would not you the cafilicr belicve
in Chrift your felf if you had but fuch

an Angel to confirm you? why then
thould

”~

gl

- E——
fhould not the word of Chrift, whe
by his Miracles, Refurretion; and the
donation of ‘fuch a Spirit to his Ser-
vants, proved his miffion from the
Father, b¢ a help to ‘our Faith and
Repertance.  Efpecially when his
word hath a felf evidencing Light
alfo inthe Image and fuperfcription
of God upon it. Sccondr , You will
netdeny but that the diﬂYcrcncc of
common lower ineans, doth make
Repentance ‘much eafier or harder to
onc than another. Take onc man
that is bornin Brafile or Soldanis or
amoag any other favage People;
ot that is bred up in a Tavern,
AMe-houfe or Whore-houfe, or Gam-
ing houfe, among thofe that make
2 {corn of godlinefs ; and take ano.
ther that is bred upto Learning, La-
bourt and Godlinefs, among them
that by ‘dotrine and example do ho-

nour and command a godly, righte-

ous, fober life. And hath not one

of thefe abundance morc hinderances

to his Repentance thin the other.

Thitdly, And Willnot fesfeand expe-

riencé’ make you cereain that the

Chriftian part of the world, hath
‘ F more




more fuch helps than all the reft. Is
there not tore Reafon, Learning, So-
bricty, Do€trine, all forts of Teach-
ing there than among thereft, Wereit
but that Chriftianity hath furnifhed
the World with more belps to fepen-
tance and Holinsfs, the cafc werc
clear. Fourthly, And alittle acquein-
tence with the Werld, and the Hi-
flary of i, may fully fatisfic. you,
that de faito, there are atually far
more kyowing, pewitent, holy Perfons
among Chriftians than among any 0.
thers.. When. therefore the fact it
fclf is undeniable, and we. fec that
mote Souls are bealed by Chrift in'the
‘Church, thanin the Warld withour,
what nced we any greater cvidence.
And if there were no more in it
than this, that the a¢tual knowledge
ot helief of Chrift incarnate, doth
make foigreat an addition to the helps
and hopes of Sinners,.and maketh
«copverfion from fin te God, and falva-
tign {omuch more cafic and common
(as .Agqwinas Cont.”Gent. argucth
thould not this be received with the
greatélt thankfolnefs, ‘rather than.
withi -iyevercng arrogant Contra-
didtiogs © But

. “.
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But I proceed to overthrow your
Fundamental Error [ That repemeance
alone wish the mercy of God is a fuffics-
ent fatisfattion for our fmsto divine Iu-

5o, )

Firft,If it be but proved that de
falto God hath required and provi-
ded another Sacrifice for fatisfaQion,
then you cannot call Ropemance alows
fufficient.  Bur'this is proved fully.

Secondly, f the great wérk of our
Redemption by Chrift, haveall thofe
blefled ends, tcndencies and efeéts
and bring all thofe benefits to man-
kind, which inthe treat forementio-
ned I proved ; If it was fo aCtuala
demonftration of Gods wifdom and
love, of his holinefs and truth, his
uftice and Aderey as is there mani-

fefted amd proved ; Ifit have brought
men fuch helps to Repentance and
Holinefs asare forementioned, how
perverfe will it be then to fay that
our Repentance was fufficient “with-
out, the Sacrificeand Merie and Jn-
terceffion and _Adminiftrasion which
did procure and behowit: How ab-
furd is it to fay  that the Cure of our
Difeafe is fufhicient for us, without
. Fa the
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the Phyfician, the Medicine, the 4.
pothecary, the Application, which we
fee by certain experience are the
things that wark this Cure. And
which you your felf cannot deny but
that they eftect this Cure (of Repen-
tance or Holinefs) far more eafily and
cemmonly than it is ever wrought with-
cut them? ( Nay itiscertain that the
Grace of Chrift, is abfolutely necefla-
ry to Repentance and holipefs in any
one in the. world ) ‘whatfocver be
thought of the neceffity of the keowledge
of Chriftsncarnare.)

AL Quett, Wheeher the Notitie Com-
muries be not many move than this leayned
and poble wrster doth enumerate, ViZ.
birft, Thas there is pne onely God ar leafp
Jupreme ( whom be wery well de-
[feribeth by his attribuses,) Secondly,
Thas this God is to be wor(hipped, and
Frayed ra?( Relsgion being ultima hominis
di'feyentsa pag. 214) Thirdly, That the
due.conformity of our faculries (thatis
their holinets and rectitude ) 4s the
chicf part of Gods worfhip 5 efbecially
Gratitude , Fourthly, That all vices
and ciimes muft be expiated by repen-
tance, bifthly, That after this life there

»

-
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s another life of vewards and punisff-
ment, e
Anfw. All thefe are excellentcon
celfions, as being net énely Truths,
but fuch Notitie Communes withons
which a man-is fcarce a4 man, but un-
man’d.. Except that the fourth doth
erroneoufly affert the foredifproved
fufficient fatisfactorinefs in our Re-
pentance. And thatthisis not a Av}i-
tia Communis, 1 further thus man;-
fcft. o
Firft, By allhumane Laws and Ju-
ftice. No King willinake fuch a Law
as this [ Let all the (ubjelts be Traytors,
Murderers, Oppreffors, Perjured, neder
Jolong, and R;p‘mt‘ at any time befere
they dse, and all (hall be forgiven] mect
Repentance will not fave fuch perfors
from the Gallows. Secondly, Andas
to more private Juftice, no man 'gi_.
veth his children and fervants fuch'd
Law [Difobey me, burn my houife;

feek may death, and do all the mifchicf

you can, and repent atlaft, and'yoy
fhall be forgiven] Thetefore meee
Repentance #s not {ufficient  fatisfaéti
on, according to the Netitie Commu-
nes of mankind., Thirdly, The ruﬁr}
' F 3 0
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of the thimg doth proveit; Becaufe it
16 not fuffcient to fecure the ends of
Gevermment, Should fucha Law alone
bemadc, (that menfhall be forgiven
all the villanies of their lives, if they
" will but repent at laft.) Firft,It would
encourage the moft in the worldro
livein all manner of wickednefs: If
the hearts of men are fully fetin them
todo evil, becaufe fentence againft an
evil work s net (peedsy executed but
delayed 5 How much more, if they
were fure it thould never be executed ?
Secondly , The Laws and Lawgivet
"would be contemned, and lofe their
Ruling power. Thirdly, The common
gwd would be proftituted, and cafta-
way utterly, and ne man thould live

in fafety and peace, becaufe of the do-
.minion of wickednefs.

Objelt. Doth not- Chriftianity then
wniveducé thefe cvilsy whish giveth par-
Aon 20 ak the penitans ? |

Anfw. No: Firft, becaufe that only
Chriftianity doth acquaint us of a far-
ooy [atisfaition to jufice than mans ve.
pentance, by which all thefe ends of
Government, may be obtained better
than by our perdition. Sccondly, Be-

' caufc
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caufe it giveth us mo affurancesf life
and time of Repentance, but calleth
us to be alwaies pemirent and ready.
Thirdly, Becaufe it telleth us of the
blindne[s of the mind, the power of fin,
and hardnefs of the heart, by which
Repentance becometh fo grear and
hard a work, that without Gods grace
it will not be done; And his graceis
to be diligently fought.in the ufeof:
means; and is fo little at our com-
mand, as that the refiffing of the holy-
Ghest, may caufeus to be forfuken of

God, and given over to our own hearts

tufts.to walk in onr ewn Counfells, Pfal.
’8{;.' ’,I!, 12, -Fourthly, Becaufe (J[od
doth not torally and perfeétly pardon
all fin, when he doth pardon the cver-

lafting pmns ment(though fome in their

irnorance will fay fo and revile thofe

that will not be as ignorant.) Hg par-
doneth hot semporal chafPifensents and
death + he rémitteth not the {ad penal-
ties of & remperary and partial defortion
by his [pivis; horrouts of Confcieace
and fears of Hell, He remitteth not
the temporal punifhiment by M“%;'
Prates, but commandeth Juftict tobe

done even on the penitent, even tolthg
ofs -

F 4 i
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the Phy lician, the Afedicive, the A.
pathecary, the Applicarson, which we
tec by cortain experience arc the
things that wark this Cure.  And
which you your felf cannot deny but
that they etteét this Cure (of Repen-
tance or Holinefs ) far more eafily and
cemmonly than it is ever wrought with-
cut them? (‘Nay itiscertain that the
Grace of Chrift, is abfolutcly necefla-
ry to Repentance and holinefs 1n any
one in the world, (whatfoever be
thought of the necefJity of the kuowledge
of Chrift incarnate.)

11, Quett. Whether the Notitie Com-
misries be not many wore than this learned
and_poble wriger doth enwmerare, ViLe
Firft, That there is one oncly God at leaft
Supreme  ( whom be very well  de-
“cribeth by his witributes.) Secondly,
 That this God is to be wor [hipped, and
prayedvo,( Religion being ultima hominis
i jeventia pag. 214) Thirdly, That the
dig.conformity of onr faculties (thatis
their holincts and redtitude ) 15 the
chicf pare of Gods worfbip 5 efpecially
Gratitede y Fourthly y, Thar all wices
and ciimes muft be expiated by repen-
tawe, Vifthly, That after this life there
5

(119) :
is another life of vewards and punfli-

ment.
Anfw. ANl thefe are excellent con.

cellions, as being not oncly Truths,
but fuch Noritie Commumes withous
which 4 man g5 fcarce a man, but un-
man’d. Except that the fourth doth
erroncoully affert the foredifproved
fufficient fatisfactorinefs in our Re-
pentance. And thatthisisnot a Aloti-
tia Communis, 1 further thus mani-
feft.

Firt, By allhumane Laws and Ju-
ftice. No King willmake fuch a Law
as this [ Let all the (ubjeéls be Traytors,
Murderere, Oppreffors, Perjured, never
folong, and Repent ar any time befere

 they die, and all sall be forgiven] mect

Repentance will not fave fuch perfons
from the Gallows. Seccondly, Andas
to more private Juftice, no man gi-
veth his children and fervants fuch'a
Law [Difobey me, burn my houife;
feck my death, and do all the mifchict

ou can, and repent atlaft, and yoy
thall be forgiven] Therefore meer
Repentance ¥ not fufficient. fatisfadlis

" on, according to the Notiti.e Commus-

ses of mankind. Thirdly, The reafon
F 3 of
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of the thmg doth proveit; Becaufe it
is not fuffcicnt to fecurc the ends of
Govermment, Should fuch a Law alone
bemade, (that menthall be forgiven
all the villanics of their lives, if tiey
will but repent at laft.) Firft,Ilt would
encourage the meft in the worldto
livein all manner of wickednefs: If
the hearts of men are fully fetin them
to do evil, becaufe fentence againft an
cvilwork s not fpeedily execnted but
delayed ; How much moere, if they
were fure it fhould never be executed ?
Sccondly , The Laws and Lawgiver
"would be contemned, and lofe their
Ruling power. Thirdly, The common
good would be proftituted, and cafta-
way utterly, and ne man fhould live
in fafety and peace, becaufe of the do-
‘minion of wickednefs.

Objelt. Doth not Chriftiamty then
witvoduce thefe evils, which giveth par-
Aen to aR vhe penitans ? |

Anfw. No: Firft, becaufc that only
Chriftianity doth acquaint us ofa fur-
pher [atisfalbion to juftice than mans re.
pentance, by which all thefe ends of
Government, may be obtained better
than by our perdition. Sccondly, Be-

' caufc

(121) )
caufe it giveth us mo affurance.of life
and rime of Repentance, but calleth
us to be alwaies pemsent and ready,
Thirdly, Becaufe it telleth us of the
blindnefs of the mind, the power of fin,
and hardnefs of the heart, by which
Repentance becometh fo grear and
hard a work, that without Gods grace
it will not be done; And hisgraccis
to be diligently fought.in the ufe of’
means; and is fo little at our com-
mand, as that the refiffing of the holy
Gheft, may caufcus to be for[fuken of
God, and given ovcr to our owx hearts
infts,to walk is onr ewn Connfells, I’!Zal.
81.11, 12. -Fourthly, Becaufe God
doth not rotally and perfeltly pardon
all fin, when he dohth p:;,rc{ipn the :qh)gr
«[Fing vani(hment(though fomce 1
féfr\}:)';%gcc !\z’i’;l fa(y fo and revile thofe
that will not be as ignorant.) He para
doneth not temporal chaftifements an
death  he rémitteth not the fad _pcu:ﬂ-
tics of & remperary and partial defertion
by his [piris ; horrours of Confcience
and fears of Hell. He remltteth fiot &
the temporal punifhmeit by Aags-

ares, but commandeth Juftice tobe

dofic even on the penitent, even to the
- F 4 ofs
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lofs of life it felf. Fifthly, And his
mercy is {o great, that through Chrift
he will forgive the c’rerna[puniﬂ:mcm,
and will judge men as he findeth them,
and not as they have. been, before
converfion :  So that witheut Chuift
you cannot imagine how God fhould
ncither fend one ro Hell or mifery that
loveth him, and hath his Image 5 nor
vet expofe his Govemment, Laws,
and the common good to fo . much
mifchief, as the Proclamation of a
pardon to all villanies that are but re-
pented of at laft (alone) would caufe.

Object. Bur if the King “muft nor
Jave a Tyaitor or Aturderey becanfe
Chrifpdied and [urisfied for bim, why
fhould you iy thar God doth fo.

«Anfw. Firft, Becaufe Chrifls Sacri-
ficcand merits, were not to fatisfic
the King, but God. Secondly, Be-
caufe that God who is fatished by
them, hath told us how far and
with what exceptions he is fatisfied :
Not fo far as to excufe men from the
Laws of men, or temporal Juftice,
chaftifement or death;but to fave them
trom everlafting mifery, and procure
them; everlalting happinefs, ancj{ to
un-

i A
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fanQific their unremitted caftigatory
penaltics, to the furtherance of theie
ends,

And that there arc morc Noritiz
Communes aboutReligion than the tive
forenamed is cafily manifefted. It
isas common a truth that all men are
fiuful and depraved even from the firft
(however it cameto pafs) thar they
are indifpofed to the certain duties and
ends, which their nature was formed
for. That God isthe unmverfal Gover-
nowr of man, by moval means; That
he is yuft and true, that God only can
make kpewn to us, what is pleafing to
bimfelf and what veward or prnsfiment
bewill retiibute, That mats darknejs
is fo great, that be Iu.'rneth.nll this from
nature alone, with great smpe) feé.hon,
doubt fulnefs and diffacisfaltson : T/mf
therefore a furiherfupernatural Revelats-
o, which 15 fureworld be a great g‘onﬁr‘
mation .(mdﬁetif_ Jpition to mains maNA’,
Aud  therefore almoft all tbe. wm"l_p{ do
hearken afrer Qracles,Trophecies,] 419
orfome fuch further Revelaion,asConfs
cious of the wnfatisfaiforine]s of theirara-
tnral light Xhar all Gods Revelatsons are

certainly true.  That whateves Reves -
' Fs latio.:
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lationhath  Firlt, On the doétrine of
st, 00 contradiltion to natmal truth,
but the clear Impr:/s of divine Power,
Wifdom and Geodnefs as its [elf ev-
dence.  Secondly, And maketh the
fame impre(s by divine co-operation on
mans Sowls sn /gmfh'f ing them, Third-
ly, And Wd.fattt'ﬁ‘ed] by s multitude of
evidet uncontrolled Mivacles, (Refur-
vection,vaifing the dead:, giving tomul-
titwdes a Spirss of Miracles, &c.) thos
Revelation hath Gods Seab and Witnefs,
wnd can be from none bur God. Thele
and many more which T have recit-
edin my Treat. arenaturally known
Verities : As you very well confefs
all theten Commandemicnts to be(go-
ing a little further than 1 feemy lelf;
while yon make one day in feven as
feparated to Gods worthip to be
fuch, of which ellewhcrelﬁu
livered my mind, how faritis a na-
tural or fupernatural notice.)

111 Quelt. Whether the Notitie Com-
mHNES dre the only certainties in Relv-

son ¢

Anfw. No: Can you poffibly deny

all certainty of Difcourfeand Conclr-

fows, Exvero nibnsfi vermm [equiturs

will

ve dea.

(128)°

will you condemn the Judgeas con-
demning a Malcfactor upen uncer-
ainty, when he thus argucth. Al
wilful Murderers muft be put to deathry
This i certain in the Law. This man
is a wilfub Murderer. (proved certain-
ly by confeffion, cvidence and wit-
ne(s) Therefore this man muft be put ro
death « fo 1argue (what ever doétrine
is atefted by a multitude of certasn an-
contronled Miracles, and by the divine
Imprefson it [c/f, and  the divine I-
mage wrought by it on all; that truly re-
ceiveit, # atreffed by God himfelf, and
is certainly true.  But the Doktrine of
Chrsstianity was {0 atsefted :  Ergo i
is ateefbed by Go him(elf and true.

The major is a Notitsa Communis,
or naturally known truth. The thinor
was known by feafe it felf to the firft
Witneffes ; Cand that was as natural
4 notice 4S ANy Man is capable of, and
as fure (whatever the Papilts fay
againft it for rran(ubftantiation @) 0o-
thing can be fure, if all found Mcns
fenfes with their juft objefts and con-
ditions, arenot furc in thetr Percep-

tions JAnd how fure the diftant Deliev-

ers are 1 have largery opencd in the o
Trea- -
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Treatife : Therefore the Canclufion
muft be fure. _
Object. Bur ( fay the misinforned
unbelievers ) thar which all mankind
belicveth or knowerh hath sts evidence
srinature st felf , but beliefs of pretend-
ed Revelations, Oraclesand I'iffons are
arvarions as Coupnries almoft , and
therefore wnccrtain, |
Anfw.Firtt,To the laft page firft 1 an-
fwer, in your converfe with men, you
will think him unnatural, unfociable,
mad, that will cither believe all
things or believe nothing.  Thereis cre-
dible truthy and there is iveredible ful-
Jhood : And will you beleive that cie,
ther God faith all that every Lyar Fa-,
thereth on him,or elfe that he never
revealeth his will tomankind any,
otherwife than by his common works.,
A\When God hath made a Revelation,
of his Will to the World, the Pevils
ufual way of hindring the beleif, of it
1s by imitation, and by putting fuch.
names and colours on fglﬂxoo,d (by.
talfe Prophets) as God doth on the
truth:  Shall we therefore conclude
that cither all or none is the word of
Ged. Or that God faith not true
) unlefs .

(127)
mlefs  the Devil fay truc. alfo.
Secondly, Aund will you matk. the
grofs crror of fuchReafoncrs .ubout the
Notitie Communes. Furft, It 18 certain
that no «ltual Knowledge (conceptive
of sntelleCtual Ferity ) is born 1n man,
Infants know not thefe Common. INo-
rions at all.  As the Eye is not born
with the aCiual Specics of all things
afterward fecn,but only with a feeing,
power and difpofition; fo thefe are
called common Notions, becaufe mans
intelledd is fo able and difpofed;to Know
thena, as that they will bc known.
cafily upon the fislt due eviderce of
norigtation of the Objedd, and there-
fore almoft all men know them..
Sccondly, It is certain that this kl{,owj
ing faculty in man (as this noble do'ii
faith ) rcquircth its propcrvconf lh-
ons for its. true- apprehenfion © tdc
Objcét. Now fome meus undcrﬁig} .
ings have the help of thefe con lkuc
ons far more than others !\avc h(' nlx-
nameth to you the conditions 1t n-
felf,) Thirdly, It 1s certain :r_at he
derftanding performs not its ap:
b at firft, butby
prehenfions at once or-d )

inti 10éls are
degrees and in time as phe Objel : ﬁly
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duly prefented. As an Infant feeth
not the firft day all that ever he muft
fec; noraSchollar learncth not the
firt day all that he muft learn,
Fourthly, It is certain that the /e
ter apprehenfions are as fure, if not
more clegr then the firflt: Ashe that
lived twenty years at home, and af.
terward travelleth to London, doth
as.certainly then fee London as Lefore

“he did his Fathers houfe ; foa Schol-

lar doth afterward as certainly under-
ftand Horace, Ftrgil or Homer, as at
firlt he underftood his Prummer,
Fifthly, It is certain that as particular
notices are multiplied guoad altus in
timeby ufe and information, fo the
knowing difpofition of the facwlty is
increafed : And the notice of a thou-
fand truths doth fo advance the un-
derltanding , and befreind other
truths not yet reccived, that fucha
man can kndw more afterward in a
day, than anignorant man can lcarn
inaycar. Sixthly, By all which it is
amoft evident thing, that to make
common Notions to be the only certain-
tics, isa weaknefs below a rational

(129) |
of an Infant to be the ftandard “or-
meafurc of all certan intelleCtual ve-
rities, and to make the Schollar even.
before he goeth to School as wife (as.
to certainties ) as his Matfter and to
make a new born Child to have feen.
as many Objecls a5 Drake , or de
Neort , or Sandys, Of Ludovics Re--
manus in all his travels. Ina word
the Notitic Communes being the -
very loweft degree of knowledge
arc thus equalled with the. wif-
dom of the greateft Philofopher or
Divine or Judge: Was this learned
Lord when he wrotc this Book fure

of nothing, but thefe common Notions. :

) igion hichI.
1. Religion. Sevcnghly,'l‘o w

might fdd that even ir mcns natural
capacities,

ference :

fo. Dullards not much An

, o no higher than.
muft the .ercn 4 IFL":\W crs, .

" Eighthly, And will
tSt:lgf:fmcn,g Phy.{':,cians, Philofophers,.

this confen R
E\zktiﬂ of all their ccrtamtlcs:?:- If
not, wh (hould we do fo in our

]

faarch after
which are m¢
dy of . our Laves.

oft worthy of allthe ftu-

thereis a wonderful_ dif- .
As Idcots know. little, |

¢ of all mankind, .

B.No- '\

si

the greateft Verities, /7 \g
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Nothing vifible is o analogous to
mans foul as fire. The nature of which
isto be ever of an ative illuminative
and calefadtive faculty ; but doth ex-
etcife it in fuch various degtrees as the
chl doth occafion. There §s firc ina
Rint or fteel, yea inall things : Butis
itthe beft way to know what fire is
and can do, by judging of it oncly as
it is in a ftonc?. No: but take your
{tcel and ftrike the flint, and adde the
combuftible fuel, and that which is
in a ftone can fet a City on fire? And
nil agit qued agere non porcf?, whatever
act is produced, proveth an antcce-
dent power.  Soif you would judge
what mans foul #, and cando, and
what truth is in the Intelledt, itis not
in fools but in the wife that youmuft
difcern it.

And by this thofe may fee their er-
rour, who arc tempted to think that
mans foulis but highly fenfitive and
imaginative, or not made for heavenly
and boly employments, becaufe fo ma-
ny ignorant and wicked pcople arc
otherwife difpofed : whereas the
Power and fo the Narure of mans foul
1s.certainly gathered from what the

wife

(131) .
wifest do attain : Becaufe nothing
can «F beyond its Power : And if thc‘
artainments and acts of fome mens fouls
do prove fuch a Power in them, ak

fouls of men areof the fame {pecics,

and therefore the reft might attain it
ifthey bad the fame objelts, eviden«
ccs, CXcitations and.. inprovements.
[ think all thisis plain trath,
Nivethly, Aud if by believing you
will heartily give up your foulz_1 tg
Chrift and his Spirit, you will 3
that there is yet a more excellent ad bl:-
tion of knowlcdg and certainty to _13
obtained than’by all othcr means col
be procured : At leatt, as €O tt}? !no;
tenfion and clearneff of the A}, n.o-
as to the expenfion of it to morc ©
J“:;({f Queft. Whether the aforc]k;fi
Common notices do mpke Hp all th: 15; t‘-‘.
gion of the Catholick, Chureh ; !;9‘
 bether the Catholick, Church be }: .t
world believing thefe commion trit j .
. Anfw, The queftion s cntll:er 'eme,
ymine ecclefie, OF dere, As 1O e n::i %
the word is not ufed 10 Gods wo! e
any but the Society of Believers

' Loving and un-
parated from the unbclicving ,mgod‘y
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godly world. Asfor men themfelves,
every one may ufe this and other
words in what fence he pleafe. But
how aptly you may judge.

Quoad vem ; | have told you be-
fore, how far all the world are capa-
bleof falvation, if that be the quefti-
on. {\nd I adde, 'Fhe Kingdome of
Godis a word of a larger fenfe, but
the Church of God properly fo called

is Narvower , being Catus evecatus, [

The Kingdom of God fignifieth,, Firlt,
All that de-jure are obliged to fubjecti-
on and obcdience ; And fo all man-
kind on carth are of his Kingdome,
cven Rebels. Secondly, Or it fignifi
eth all that confen to fubjeition and o-
Bedience and profeffit : And thefe are
Firft, Such as profefs fubjedtion to
God under fome lame, defective,
falfe conception ; (as onethat allow.
eth them to worfhip Idols under him,
er telive in wickednefs, or onc that
Governeth not the world by a Law,

or will not make a Retribution here-

after, or asone that will pardon and
fave men, onely for their {uperftition
or without a Saviour) And thus all-

moft all Heathens and Infidels are of

Gods

(133)

Gods Confenting Kingdome ,  Secun-
dwm quid, Eatenus, fofar as this com-
g cth to, and no morc : Sccondly, Or
| fuch as prefefs [ubjeition , and love to:
H God as truly defcribed 5 Ard as rc-

conciled to man and faving them by
Chrift our Mediator: And thefe are
! guond altum Firlt, But oral or un-
p found, not Cordial Profeflors; And
| fuch are Hypocritical Chriftians, who-
 arc fimpliciter of the vilible Church..
Secondly, Or fincere Ceonfenters, who
| arc fimpliciter of the effential myftical

Church of the Regenerate, Now:
! when we thus open the Cafe as to the-
Thing, there remaincth, befides the
controverfic de nomine, no more than
how far Heathens atc under 2 Cove-.
nant of Grace, and how far thc¥| are
capableof falvation, of which 1have:
faid enough before. |

V. Queft. Whether all Revelwion for
Religion muft be bus Notitiarum Com-
muntsnms Symbelum, A Creed comtasn=

ing thefc common notices o sruths. (as.

is afferted p.
Anfw.
this before.
fend a Prophet oran

Firft; What need
le to tell the

world.



(135)

tryal of things unknown,muft be made
by fome foreacknowledged principles,
if it be a conclufion that muft be known,
Secondly, It muft therefore next be
underftood, whether the Truth of the
Gofpel be to be known as a fimple
term, or a_ [felf evident propofition, or
a5 a trae conclufion®Firlt , The firft
kind of knowledge onely apprchend-
cth the words and fenfe;, but not the
Lersty. Itisthe Zrurh of the Do€trine
that we enquire of. Secondly, Ma-
ny Divines aflert the fecond way, and
[y it is Principium indemonstrabile ;
Like [eft velnon eff:] Doubtlefs this
isnot true as to the Natural Evidence
of the propofition, principle or do- .
{trine. But I think that in the very
hearing or reading Gods fpirit often
(o copcurreth, as that the will it felf
tha]l be touched with an internal guft
ot favour of the goodnefs contained in
the doCtrine, and at the fame thme
the -underftanding with an internal
irradjation , which breedeth fuch a
fudden apprehenfion of the Verity of
i, as nature giveth men of natural
principles. AndIam perfwaded thar
this increafed by morc cxpcnenccﬁand

| ove
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world that which they all knew cer:
tainly before? Secondly, Full exift-
ence affureth us (as1 have provedin
the Treat.) that mankind hath need of
morc. Thudly, More tendeth to per-
feCt mans underst.anding, and confc-
quently his wsll and life : This is un-
denfable. And mans perfection is his
felicity and end ;: And therefore more
than thofe common notices is necdful
tohis cnd.  Fourthly, Elfe asis faid,
you will reduce all the world to the
mcafure of that part which is the low.
cft, the unwifeft and the worft. You
would not in wealth or bealth be cctlal-
led with the bafeff poorest or the fickeft
nor yet in wit and knowledg ot other
matters with the moft foolifh : And
why then in the kyowiedg o love and
pravéice of Holinefi? '

VL. Queft. Whether ( as fome o-
thers fay) a4 fupernatural Revelatsons
be o be tryed by the common notions kyown
by nature. :

Anfw. Firft, It is fuppofed thatall
that pretend to Prophefic and Revela-
tion are not to be believed : And there.
fore that we muft try the Spirits
whether they be of God 3 and that alll

trya
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Love and inward gufts, doth hold
moft Chriftians fafter to Chrift, than
naked reafoning could do : And were
it not for thisunlearned ignorant per-
fons, wese ftill in danger of Apoftafie,
by every fubtile Caviller that affault.
eth them. And Ibelieve that all true
Chriftians have tis kind of internal
knowledge, from a fuitablencfs of
the Truth and Goodnefs of the Gofpel
to their now quickned , illuminated
fandXified fouls. Thirdly, But yetI
believe that this is not All the know-
ledpe of the truth of the Gofpel which
wehave : Thercisacommon Belief of
its truth by other means which moft
ufually goeth befove this Generative
fpiritual reception and belief ; ufuall
they that arc converted to holinels
by the Gofpelare fuch as had fome
Belsef of it before, and not fuch as
took it to be falfe tothat moment.
And after Converfion, it ia to be known
as a certain demonstrable Conclufion;
And fo the faith of wife and fettled
Chriftians is meft rasienal: And they
are thus made capable to defend it
againlt Temptarions and  adverfarits,
and to preach it rightly to unbelic-

) vers. Thirdly,

\+37) T
Thirdly, The premifes from which
this conclufion is proved [ The Gofpe!
s true] arc bothof them truths of 1n-
fallible evidence , viz. [ Whatfoever
doivine i atteficd by fomany and fuch
miracles extrinfecally, by the felf-evi-
dencing 'imprcj.'s of Divine Power Wif-
dome and goodne[ inrinfecally, and
the effelting the like Imprcﬂt{n in boly
Life, Light and Love on the fonls Zf all
fincere yecesuers, s eertainly true, besy
arcefled by the [pirit of God: But ﬁwi
15 the doltrine :/ the Gofpel: Ergo it ¢s
trie as attefled by the [piric of Ged. 1
faid before the firft is a natwral Verity,
The fccondgropoﬁtion. is partly of
[fenfe and partly of internal and partly
sxternal cxperience, as is -hrgcﬁ( ma-
nifefted. i
Now as to the Queftion, Firft, No
doubtbut our Natural facuitses muft
be ufed in trying fupernatural Truth.
Sccond]y, Novdoubt he that difpu-

‘teth wigh or preacheth to an unbelie-

ver foas to prove what he delivereth
to be true, muft deal with him upon
fome commen principles which both
partics arc agreed in ; or clfe thereis

no room for proof er for difputc,

-
\
:. .,
..
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“Thirdly, But fome perfons are fo
jgnorant of thofe certain principles
which infer the truth of Gofpel reve-
lation, that they have need firft to be
convinced of them s which muft be
done by inferring them froin the firft
waths or fome principles which they
do confefs. Fourthly, And as a man
would convince others , by the fame
wmethod and arguing he muft convince
himfelf, and try the truth which heis
in doubt of. . | N

Fifthly, But if any fhould mean.
Firft, That nothing is true in the Gof-
pel but thefe common ‘X‘rinci’plcs of
pature. Secondly, Or | at' mothing
cIfe can be proved troe: Thirdly, Or
that it would prove any pretended
propheiic, wvifion or revelation true, fo
beit they do not contradi(t the com-
men truths; All thefe are palpable
ustruths, oo

VII. Queft. Whether thcg'c.dqmmon
Verities inferve mot the truth 'of Chrs-
Riamey.

Anfw. Thisis fufficiently anfwered
in the laft. Perhaps the few Veritics
mentioned by the Author are not €-
neugh to preve Chriftianity by : ﬁut

that
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that it hath true evidence in fenfe and
veafen is manifefted heretofore. And
I believe that he that will by juft
argumentation follow on the Chrifti-
an caufe with an unbelicver, if
he can hold him to the point from
rambling, and fuppofe him capable
of Hiftorical evidente, may drive hiny
to yicld, or todeny common princi-
ples, yeato deny that God is God,
and that man is man, and
confequently that there is any be-
ing. Butthe evafion will be by de-
nying  otorions mmser of fak o
which thercfore muft be proved
by its proper evidence.

1X. Queft. Whether.they are neceffu-
vy conditions of the certasn knowledge of

4 divine Revelation.  Fixft, Thar s be

made immedsasely somy [elf. Secondly,
And that I feel a divine afflasis in the
Reception ? @sis faid Page.

Anfw. No: A Revelation made to
others, may be certainly notified to
me, clfc if an Angel from Heaven
{hould appear to all men in the Town
and Country fave onc, or if all fave
one faw a thoufand miracles to con-

frm a Revelation,~ yet that onc
G could
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could notbe fure of it. But 1 have
by abundance of arguments in a pe-
culiar difputationin a. Treatife cal-
led the wnreafonablenefs of unbelief,
lvng ago fully proved the negative s
And again in my Reafl. of the
Chriftian  Relig. thercfore 1T will

not weary the Reader with repeti-.

ons,

X. Quelt. Whesher any concurrence of
moral evidence, at leaft” fich as Gofpel
Revelatson bath, dot:uly amount to nas
tural ov cevtain evidence? DeRev. &
Y 'Verifim,

Ausw. This Queftion too I have
plinly decided in the Reaf. of
Chriftian Relig. I mowadd. Firft,
Thename of moral evidence is here
taken by thofe that ufe it, for that
which dependeth on the credit of a
voluntary Agent as fuch . And the

[

name ‘of natural evidence , - fignificth.

that which dependeth on the sature of

the.Objeét in it telf conlidered.  Butl

fomewhat deubt whether alli that ufe

the dittinction do commonly under-

l‘tand the difference,..or w%at they
v, - L

¢econdly,

(141)

Sccondly, Note that the 47 or ef-
st of & volwntary Arent, hath uever-
thelefs @ mapsral Evidense when it s
done or exiffent. 1 1 voluntarily
[pedk orwrite or go, my Actienis ni-
really evident to thofe thar fee and
hear it, as prefent fenfitive Watnefles
of it. If 1 frecly build a Houfe, 1t
is neverthelefs maturally Evident when
it is built + Al things exiftent in the
univerfe were made by God as a free
Agent, and yet arc neverthelefs natu-
rally evident.

“Thirdly, Every thing that is, when
it is, (if corporcal) ss marurally Evi-
dent to thofe that have their faculties
in thofe conditions that are neccflary,
and have the obje in its neceflary
magpitude , cognation, dctection,
fite, diftance, medium and abode.

Fourthly, The judgement that is
made upon fenfe it felf faileth(as this
noble Author hath well opened) when
cither the Objed, the Evidence the
Segj? or the mtellelt want their ne-
ceffary conditions or qualifications;
clfe not.

Fifthly, The Fountain of all Free-

dome and Adorality 18 the will 4of
“" i 1 /'\-.""-‘. :
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yod: And yetthe moral Eusdence of
truth which is in Geds word, when
krown to be his word, is as fure as a-
ny natuval Evidence of the thing :
‘There being  the  fureft  natural
cvidence ab effeltss at lealt that there
iS a God moft perfelt, that cammot lie.
Sixthly, The Effences of all
things are but imperfely cvis
denttous 5 The exiffences of corporeal
things that are prefent and duly quali-
fied, are fully evident. The exs-
flence of things abfene beyond the
teach of fenfe, isevident only tothe
difcurfive intellect ; not by the imme-
diate natural evidence of the things
themfelves, butby a borrowed evi-
dence from -Caufes or Signes; Dif-
courfe improving the Fumdamental
common truths, forthe knowing of
the reft, by proving a certain con-
nexion between them.The Praterition
of things, and the Futurition,are both
hke the distamt exiffence, unknown -
20 funfe, and the tmmediate appre-
kenlion of the intellect 5 Andthere-
tore mauft both be known alfo by col-
lection as coaclufions in difcourfe,
crnotatalls
Scventhly,

(143) |
Seventhly, Man was not born 0
know only things prefent in their exs-
flence by fenfe, but alfo to know

things abfewe ,  things as paft, and

things as furwre. And hercinhe chiefly
differcth from a Bruit. -
Eighthly, Though the underftands
ing is moft confident of things fenfible
& prefent, yet about things abfent,paft
and future it oft doubteth more and s
lefs fatisfied in its own conclufions
from natural principles, than from
moral. Becaufe fometimes the na-
tural Principles. themfelves ( thqugh
not the firft, yet the fecond, or third)
may be fo obfcurc as to leave the
mind unfatisfied.  Secondly,” And
the connexion among many partice
lars may be obfcure and doubtful.
Thirdly, And in the long Series of
colle@ion or arguing, the updqrﬁand-
ing fufpccteth its own fallibility : fo
that when Conclufions are far
fetcht, though from natural Princt-
ples, the mind may be {till in doubt
about them. And on the contrary
when in the way of Revelation the
grounds are clear, and tth under-
ftanding hath fewer Coilections
G 2

to \
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tomake and a fhorter journey to go,it
mnay be tar better fatisficd of the
truth.

Ninthily, Maas own neceflity s
the teafon why God doth give us
fupernatural Revelation, and call us
to know by the way of  Belsving.
For, Fult, Moft men are naturally
dull. Sceondly, Few have leifure
by Learning to improve their intel-
lects, Vhiraly,Aud tewer have leifure
& difpoliuon to cxercife them by long
fearches & arguinentation upon cvery
thing that they thould know.Fourthly,
And therefore where Revelation was
not, few were wife or virtuous; And
shePhilofophers themfclves were all to
pieces among themfelves, and their
difagreements and doubtfulue(s tend-
¢d to the gulfe of utter Scepticifine,
Now as nothing is nore neceflary
than Religion (as you well profefs)
fo Religion confiftcth very Httlein the
fenfible apprehenfion of of prefent
cxiftences, but in the knowledge of
things abfent or infenfible things paft,
and efpecially things to come, the Hap-
pivefs to be attained, and the mifery

-tobe efcaped.  Now if all the Poor
ug-

(145) |
unlearned Men and \Women in the
World muft have known all thefe
things only by natural dijcourfe? how
little Relsaion would have been 1n the
World, when the Philofophers
knew fo little themfelves,  And
though your learning and 1_1nderﬁand«
me made the immortality of the
Soul fo clear to you and the rewards
and punifhments of apothcr life, as
that you numbey it with the comon
notsces ;  yet werc mnot the old.
Philofophers themfelves, fo com.
monly agreed on it as they lhoulgt
have been; much Je(s all the
common People. And if you fay
that now almo't all the world be-
lieveth it, 1 anfwer it is Gods
great mercy that it 1S fo. But
confider whether it be not more
by the way of believing, than
o¥ paturall inftinét or knowledge.
For all the Chriftians, .andr all
¢he Mahometans ( who- bc*?f'vﬁ
the words of Affes and (f{)'
alfo) take it by the way O(t c% |
licving. And  fo do mo 3 of ‘
the Hcathens : The Japonsans a‘v_t., i
their Amida and Zaca . The Chi-

G 4 nenfes
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nenfes, the Indians, the Sx'ammfr
the Pesnani, &c, have all  their
Prophets :  And the very Sa
vages of all the wWeft-indies (or
America) have their [dols, Qracles or

Wizards, whom they far more
depend on than their natural
difcourfe about things Jmwifible |

Paft or Future.  So that Trcally
it Commonnefs go with you for a
proof that any point is of satmral
snftintt and  certainty as a  Notitia
Communis, this will be one of the
chiefeft of them , that [ Religion
sonfiffing in the notice of, and duc
refpelt to things abfem, snvifible
paft- and futurve s 15 to be masntain.-
ed in the world by divine Revela-
tion and Faith, and nor by ¢he
smmediate cvidence of thingsy nor
by meer difcurfive ColleGhions  from
things fo evident.] So that Mans
wmlq:e/s[ with the quality of the
Objelts maketh Revelation fo ne-
ceflary, that without it, the vul
gar (who arc the  main body of
the World) would have next to
no Religion; And on the contrary
how eafie and pleafant, and fatis-

faltory

(147)
factory is it for all thefe poor
People (yea to the moft learned)
to have thefe myfterious truths
brought by Revelation to their
hands. Now through Gods moer-
¢y, all our common Pecople, Wo-
men and Children, Servants and
day-Labourers, may know more
with eafc, thancver Democritus, E-
picurus, Antsfthenes,Zeno,yca Socrates,
Plato or Ariffarle could reach by
all their fludies to the laft :
More I fay of Religious necefla-
ry knowledge.

Tenthly, And this being fo ne-
ceffary and fo great a mercy to
mankind, 1 wonder that you put
it not among YOUr common Hotsces
that God being perfect in love
cnd wifdom, and having .m_adc
man purpofcly to be: R(lt‘gw;{,rl,
here, and hnp};] hereafter, wnl
certainly provide for his Religion an
Happinefs, o neceffary and fo excel-
lens a means as Revelatio 5
God being the Father and Loveu
of light and of Souls, aud the.Dci- X
vil being the Princc and ll’]rlclmr
of darknefls ; gonﬁdcr U “y]ocu,-

-
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you may not ftrongly infer from
the very mnature of God, and
the nature and ncceflity of man
and the other communications of

Goeds mercies to the world, that
he will certainly give them -this
great mercy alfo,

\Elcvcnthly, It is certain that
God hath ways of communicat-
ing light to mans underftanding
immediately and not only by ex-
trinfick fenfible objells. The Father
of Spirits who communicateth fo
much to the corporeal worldy 1is
not further from Souls, nor more
out of love with them; But (if
there be any difference) may ra-
ther be thought to hold a neerer
more immediate communion with
them thun with Bodies, and to be
himfelf to the mind, what the
Surr is to the Eye, and more.

Twelfthly, Tt is certain that God
can give the ftanders by that have
no Revelation immediatcly them-
felves a fully fatisfactory attcftati-
on or proof, of the truth of ano.
ther mans Revclations. He that
denyeth this,, maketh God to be

(4) "

Thirteenthly, It is certdinn that
the Atteftation which 1 deferibed in
the Reafons of Chriftian Recligion
was fuch ( fuppoling that fuch were
ﬁivcn, viz. In the Antccedent Tc-
imony of fulfilled Prophefic, the
Conftitutive Teltimony of Gods Spi-
rit apparent in the cﬂYch on Chrifts
perfon and on his Gofpet s And the
Concomitant Teftimony of all his M-
racles and Refurrection and Afcen-
fion, And the fubfeguent Teltimo-
ny of the Spirit, on the Apoftles,
their Miracles and doctrine, and o
the fouls of all ferious Chriftians to
the worlds cnd ) Thefe arc things
(fet all together) Firlty Which none
but God could do. Sccondly, And
which God would o do to de-
ceive the woild 5 Thirdly, Ycd,
which God would not permit to be
Jdone to deccive them n fv high A
matter ; Becaufe heis the Omaip -
rent, Omuifuient, Gracious Giover:
nour of the world; And of thefeic-
flimonics were  not of God,
were impoflible to know any Je-
ftimony to be of God; And fce-
*.ave no furer, 1t wout.l)d
¢
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be,mans Duty to Believe and O.
bey and be Ruled by a Lie. And
if it be our Dury to Believe God
to be fo defetive cither in Power,
Wildome or  Guodnefle , Holineffe
Truth, Juffice or Afercy as to rule
the World , and the beft of the
World in the greateft mateers, by
lying and deceit, as if he wanted
better means : What Wit can de-
vife any remedy againft fuch- de-
ceit as fhall be fo attefted -s afore-
faid 2: Or if deccit can be per-
ceived, how can it be mans Da-
ty to Bclicve it, feeing mans [n-
tellect is naturally made for Truth,
and abhorreth falthood? And how

can it be Good to Obey Deceit and.

- Lyes? And when the Devil is the
Father of Lies, what blafphemy is
it to charge them on God ? By
this it will be apparent, that the
Queltion muft bein the upthot, whe-
ther there be a God or no God?-
and fo whether there be any thing or

nothing 2
Fourtcenthly, There 18 fome. As-
val Hiftorical Eviderce of the truth
of thiugs paft, which is ay certain,
and

TP ——

(is)

and much more fatisfaCtory than the

Natural - Evidence of Conclufions, raif-

ed by a long feries of argumenta-
tion: Yea, fome which is truly a
Natural Evidence though it depend
on the credit of free Agents. The
proof and rcafons 1 have given
in the Treat. Firft, The wil though
free is %Tdddm Natura , and hath
its Natural propenfity to kzown
good, as the wnderflanding alfo. is,
and hath its Natural propeafity to
Truth. And the underftanding is
not free, of it felf, but alteth per
wmodum Nature. Sccondly, There
are fome of- the alts of the Wil
it fclf, which- are fo free as yet
to be meceffary. As to will Good
fub vatione boni; to will our own
Felicity, and mll our own mifery ;
to will Lifc and Pleafure, with a
fimple complacency , though not
alwaics by eleCtion: To willall that
is fully difcerned to  have omms-
modam  ravionem boni y and - nill all
that is difcerned to have omnimo-

duwm rationem mali: Now it oft falls g

out that Hiftorical Narratives thall
proceed from fome of thefe mjc_e[-
' ary
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fary alts. Salvatson, Life and Good-
nefs and the neceffary means of all,
may be the Motives. Thirdly ,

There are other aéls of the will

which though they are not abfo-
lutely neceffury, arc yet fo meer to
seceffury, that they alwaies go one
way, except in fome very rare ex-
traordinary cafc. As for example,
It is not of abfolute neceffity that a
man feed or cloath himfelfy or that
he murder not himfelf : But yet
he will ordinarily do the firft and
forbear the latter, becaufe he s
neceflarily a lover of himfelf, and

life , and therefore will not caft .

himfelf away, nor deftroy himfclf,
without fome conceived — caufe.
Fourthly , There are no caufes eX-
tant in reviém Nutura for the com-
monnefs of fome fuch actions : There-
fore 1t is certain they will not be
done, becaufe there can be no cf-
fe€ without its caufc ; And the
turning of the will toamans known
corporeal deftrution is an _effect
which hath no common caufe. There-
fore it is a point of more Natural
Evidenee and Certasy, than xgny

T

(153)

Conclufions from Natural premifcs
arc , that Al the people of Europe
or England will not to morrow kill
theinfelves, nor go naked, nor fa-
mifh or wound themfelves, &e.
And confequently that formerly all
never did fo, fince it was notofl-
oufly fo much their interet to do
otherwife. For, therc was no caufe
to produce fuch an cffect.

If ¢ muflt be a Miraclc rebus fic
fRantibus which fhould make all
the Europcans of the Englifh t0 g0
naked to morrow, or to kill them-
felves, than it is Natural to thcmto
do the contrary , or not to do
this (for a Miracle is the over-
powering of Nature.) But the An-
tecedent is cvident, to reafon, from
experience. Ergo, &c, There may
pe Caufes for one mnans adiions ,
which can never fall out t9 All, or

Q Ver many.

t Allythc Phylicians in England nc-
ver did perfwade all wmen agqxnﬁ
Phyfick , nor all the Lawyers aa‘
gainft Law; nor all the Covetous
men in England, the Labourers or

Beggars,

weie  never againft re-
cieving
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cieving Meat, Drink and . Money
Becaufe there never was a caufe
of fuch effe@s: And as it mult
be a great, powecrful, common
Caufe, that muft do this: fo al-
fo if thec quecftion be wherber c-
ver there were a  Parliament
in England? Whether ever they
made Lawswith the Kings? Whe-
ther our ftatutes were made by
fuch- Kings and Parliaments as
they arc afcribed to, ¢fe. Therc
is fuch. a concurrent confent of
competent  Witnefles, as could not
be to it, were it falfe, becaufe
it would be an cffe¢t without a fuf-
ficient Caufe. Yea,againft the ten.
dency or difpolition of mans na-
ture which would have . caufed the
wills of fome ta contradict it, ex-
cept a miracle. had hindred them.
For among fo many there are
crofs intereft  notorious. Some
Mens intereft is againft the thing,
while other Mens arc for it:
And to make multitudes go a-
gainft their apparent Intereft, and
Friends and Encmies of the event
ta agrce, muflt be dene by - the

power

(153) -
power of truth, or by a miracle
fupofing the cafe fuch as they
could not be all deceivedin.

Fifceenthly -, But there 1s yeta
fuller matural cvidence of the truth
of fome reports 3 Even when
befides the report, there reman
fome vifible unimitable cffects of
the reported actions, which could be
caufed by mothing clfe. As if
their  Fathers told the Grand-
Children of Noah of the deluge,
they might fee fuch effeCts of it
as might affure them that it was

‘¢rue. If the Parents of .thc man
born blind, 7eb. 9. were told by

him that hiseyes were cured, when.
they faw it in the effects they muft
believe it : I1f uncontroulled Hifto.
ry tell our Children that  Londons
was burnt and ncw built, that
Pauls Church was burnt, ¢rc. that
multitudes  died  of the Plaguc
the year before, &re. When they
fce the City, the Church, the Graves,
the change of Inhabitants , the
proved Teftaments of the deceaf-
cd, behides uncontradicted  tefti-
mony here is 3 natural cvidence to

affure it. Sixth-
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Sixteenthly, Though fome half
witted Philofophers boaft much of the
certainty of their Phyficks in com-
parifon of Morality, the truth is,
the mott of Phyficks are meer un-
tantics, and the wifeft fee it, and
butily pull down others doltrines,
but confefs they are yet but fearch-
mg and groping by extrinfick ef-
fects and  cxperiments to  know
what to fet up in the ftead: And
fo did others before them: And
long may they fo fearch before they
find. Whercas there is a more fa-
tisfying Evidence in much of Mor
ralisy , as being Natural to Jane
kind, and fuch as will no fooner
ceafe to be belicved than man will
ceafe to be man: whereon all the
affairs of the world areturned, and

converfe, Societies, and all the pri-

vate Comforts of Nature are main-
tained: God hath made Known to
us what pleafed him, according tp
his own wifdome and not at our
direQtion or choice.. And he hath
chofen that for us ‘which is moft
ufefpll : It is more ufefull to usto
know how to live well , and how
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to be happy, and how ¢tp pleafe
and gloriic God and do good to
one another, than to know Gods skil
or myﬂerics in his workes; to know
what is in the center of the carth,
of how theaive Naturc doth ope-
rate on the paffive, whether cold be
a privation cr pofitive, what is the
caufc of the continucd morns pro-
jcckorum ¢ Whether Light and Heat
be bodies ? or Subftances? Wwhe-
ther they penctrate other bodics ?
&c. As it is more ufcful for meto
know how to keep my Clock in ordes
than how to make one; to know
how to plow, fow, cat, drink to
my health, than to know by what
myfterious operations, the Corn or
_otzcr things do grow, and my food
Is digefted, &c. Therefore this Leara-
ed Lord doth truly and wifely enu-
merate his  Notitic, Communes 10
Morality and Religion as certaii-
ties, the denial whereof dothkl}n-
man us. God hath left fuch in-
fints, powers, inclinations, an
confcicnce in humane nature , 38
(hall naturally ( though with fome

degree of freedome in the cxcrcnfgg
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be aninfuperable witnefs in the world
to himfelf, and to ourcommon prin-
ciples and duties,
- Seventeenthly , The Hiftorical E-
vidence of the Gofpel of Chrift is
fuch as hath all the advantages be-
fore (cfcribed, in its kind, He liv-
cd and preached and wrought his
miracles frequently, before thoufands,
friecnds and focs : His mnuracles
were never controHed: as  Adofes
did the Magicians , by greater, nor
by any certain Truth which they
contradi@ted : The eye witnefles
themfelves were unbelieving till
forced by Cogent Evidence: They
delivered his Do¢rine , Miracles,
Refurretion to the world, not one-
ly by credible report, and to the
raine of their worldly pleafures and
interclts, with the lofs of their lives,
and all this meerly for the lopes
of a reward in heaven, from God
that well knew whether all were
true or not; But alfo they did all
in the power of the fame Spirit
which Chrift did work by, doing
fuch Miracles as Chrift had done:
And this not a few: nor in a Cor-
nev
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ner but in many Countries of the
world, and that by many thoufand
Chriftians in one kind or other
[ tongues, heakng, prophecie, of
the like ) as well as the Apoftles.
The certainty of which fact is at-
tefted by the very exiftence of all
the Churches converted by ity with
all their Baptifmes, Profeffions and
the reft of the Tradition before na-
med. No Chriftian of all this mul-
titude , by any terrours, death,
time, was brought to the laft to e
pent and fay that he had deceived
the world by a lic, Many Apoftates
falling off for fear of fufferings, but
none with any fuch recantation : No
adverfary confuting the Hiftory, but
commonly confeffing moft of it with
more fuch evidence which I have o-
pen'd in the ¥reat. and muft not oft
repeat left I be tedious, And th_at
which is ftill the Narural Evidence 15,
that [There is [till exiftent, Firft,On
the facred Gofpel, Secondly , On the
fovils aind lives of all [erious Chriflians
by its imprefs she unimstable Image o
the Divine Power, Wifdowe and good-

aefs, Life, Lighs and Love & the I+
vaie
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vine atteftatson’) Onlz' as this roble
Author requircth to all true Cloncepti-
ons and Intcllellions, fo do weto this,
that there be but the necefiary  condi-
tions in the mind of the recciver,

And whereas he faith that common-
ly Miracles are rcported a hundred
years after; Here it was otherwife :
‘The Jews were enraged by them for
fear of the Romans! The Apoftles and
others wrought them openly 5 AMay-
thew and 7obn that wrote Chrifts Hi.
ftory lived with him and faw what
‘they wrete: fodid Perer and fames :
Panl wrote what he faw and heard
from hcaven, Luke wrote the Acts of
Paul which he faw, bcing his Compa-
nion in travels, The thoufands were
converted, and Churches in many
Countries planted, not by bare words,
but by the ConviGtion of the Miracles
of the Apoftles themfelves : fo that e-
very Church and Chriftian was a Hi-
ftory of thern. And all this they were
moved to, withthe hopes of heaven,
where truth is known , to deny the
world, and mortific the fleth, and
fuffer whatever the Gofpel would in-
fict, to preferve their hopes and com-

- forts
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forts founded in this word of faith.

X1. Quelt. Whether the common cu-
frome of fucrificing throughont the world
inall generations, were not their aitual
Coufeffion that the finner deferved deathy
and that Gods fustice vequsred punifh-
ment or [ticfatbion ? a)rj proceeded not
from Divine Revelation inthe beginning,
when God bad new made the Covenant of
Grace ? and fo was delivered down by

Traditione Formy partitcannot come .

into my underftanding, why clfe mea
thould ‘think that God is pleafed or
appeafed by the Creatures death? or
how this fhould become fo common
throughout the world. And the two
excepn'om confirm. this to be truth:
Firlt, Some Savagesin Amevica nfe o
(arifices : Butthey are fuch. as know
net God, or foSavage asto haveloft.
all- antient Tradition. . -~ -

- Secondly, All- the\Mahometans and.
Chriftians wfe no bloody -(acrsfice. But
that is becaufe, Firft,Chriftians believe
that Sacrifices were but types of Chrift.
and that he put ;an end to them by his
perfect Sacrifice. 2dly, And Mahome-,
+ans received it from Chrift, being but

Chriftians degeneratefirft intoArri:m.:j,
an

<
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and then into Adubhometans, and fill
profefling to take Chrift for the word
and fon of God, and his word as true:
onely hating the Chriftians for faying
that he is very God. But of thisin-
ftead of writing after fomany, I on-
ly refer you to their writings: And
fpecially to Dr. Owens Latine Traltae
on this fubject.

R11. Whether Interest make the Judo-

« meng of Divines in the Caufe of fasth.

more [ufpicions or contemptible than orher
mens ¢ | put this Queftion with refpect
to thofe words in the Preface. Sed ne-
gue anfpicaciores wbiq; pofteriovis iftims
(eculi Scriprores Aicends (unt--—Fit sta
it pro Regsonum ¢ fides dsverfitare sn
id potiffimum insumbant, ne sos doms
male multet inopiay adeag; non tam quid
in [¢ verum, quam quid fibi ipfis uesle
exquirant ---INon eft sgitnr & larvate
aliguo el [tipendiofo Scriptore, ueverum
Confummatum opperiarss. Llloyum appys-
me inteveft, ne perfonam deponant, vel
aliter quidem [entiant. Ingenuns & [us
arbitreiy iSta folummodo pmﬂabit Au-
thor,

Anfw. Firft, It is not to be deny-
cd, that there are multitudes of fuch
Carnal

(163 ) .
Carnal Paftors in the Churches, that
arc Chriftians for the cafe, hongur and
wealth. Sceondly, But that this thould
be fo with all, I fhall difprove, and
prove that nene on eartharc fo credi-
ble in this cafc as Divines, Firft, Be-
caufc they have made it the bulinefs of
their lives to fearch out the tyuth : and
therefore (fome of them ) muft be fup
pofed to have the greateft advantages
to know it. So that for bifity theyls
have no fort of men that are Compe-
titors. For diligence and helps are the
improvers of underftanding. And all
men are found beg at their own - pro-
feflion ; Lawyers in the Law, Phyfi-
cians in Medicine, Philofophers in
Philofophy, &c. And for your felf,
your next, words arc, [ Nobis tamen ad
alia ownia fere quam litcrgrum fndia
(i opastnts) exequenda 5 osinms fujt 3
Darcim armis in diverfis regmg;b't,a, pAre
tim quinguennali Legationey pariem nego.
2iié twm PHbISGIS tum privatiesuacavimm }
And is not this your difadvantage?
Whoisa good Linguift, Lawyer, Phy-
fician, &c, that hath had but little leis
fure ,orhilsﬁl?diej?_ f‘. Wll ;.md“In‘ _

ly.. And as for Wi .
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tereft, it is notorious that thoufands of
the Miniftry have fo little fet by world-
ly Intereft, as that it is upon the terms

(165) ]

Fifthly, The revolutionsof States,
and thc diverfity of Sentiments ,
and efpecially the Intercfts of the Car-
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of greateft felf-denyal to the flefh, that
they take up and exercife their office;
being moved oncly by the great Inte-
reft of their own and others fouls :

Their voluntary diligent labours, their

holy lives,their contempt of the world,
may convince any of this, that are not

®linded by prejudice or malice. There

are few Learned men in the Reformed
Churches, but might far better ufe
their ftudies and labours, ifthey took
that for beft which is moft profitable,
advancing or pleafing to the flefh.
Thirdly, You had a Brother of your
own, fo holy a man, as his fincerity
was paft exception ; and fo zealousin
his Sacred Miniftry, asfhcwed he did
not diffemble; And I fuppofe hadit
beén' neceflary, you would have fo
maintained him, that he thould .not
have fied from truth for fear of pover-

ry.

-" Fourthly, SWhat can you think of
all thofethat gave up their lives for the
Chriftian faith and hopes? Did they go
upon fuch-carnal grounds as you men-
tion. - N Fifth-

|

|

nal part, do bring it to pafs (by Gods
over-ruling of all Jthat ufually the moft
ferious Chriftians and Paftors, are the
fufferers of the age théy live in: fo
that how much hath God done hercby
to confute fuch fufpicions and accufa-
tions! There are now in England lear-
ncd and worthy men, in Church pre--
ferments, which doubtlefs do not fo
love them as to buy them with the
lofs of truth, and that to keep upa Re.
ligion againit their Confcicnces. But
if you did fo accufe them, fure the ma-
ny hundred filenced Minifters now in
England that live in poverty, and ma.
ny of them want Bread, when they
might have preferment as well as o-
thers, dolive out of thercach of this
accufation : 1 writc not this at all as
meddling with their Caufe, but asan-
fwering your Exception. 1 have my
felf got no more for Preaching the Gof-
pel thefe nine ycars, tha if I had been
a Lay-man; 1 mean Ihave Preached
for nothing, if the fuccefs on mens
fouls were.not fomething , and Gods

H2 ac-
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acceptance(fo far as I did Preach:)And
more than that, I would offer any man
my folemneft oath to fatisfie him, that
1 ‘believe and profefs the Chriftian
Doctrine for its }nopcr evidence, and
for the hopes of the bleflednefs pro-
mifed thereby ; which if they prevail-
cd not with me aboveall the riches,
preferments and pleafures of this
world, T would never have been a
Preacher or a Chriftian, nor weuld
continue in my calling and profeflion
one day, much lefs on the {elf-denying
terms as Inow do. |

But, O my Lord, thon haft been to
me a faithful Savionr, a happy Teacher,
a fispporting Comforter , in my greatef
dangers, difbrefs and fears :  Thy fervice
hatly been fweer and good ! Thyword
bath been a powerfwl Light, 4 Quicken-
ing, a changing, ar clevating, # guid-
ing, a comforting word, So far am 1
from Repenting thas I am thy Difciple
or thyServant, thae (sotv I abn ot far
_ from my departure’ from this world) I de
'] vehemently protest, thar 1beg no greater
Rk mercy of thee inthis world than that I
AL may Belicve in thec move firmly,and Ha:e

g4 . Werhy prowifes more confidently, 'nn;l y
) 2 S ‘ thige
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thine Intevce[fion receive more of thy Ho-
ly Spivie, bywhich Imay have neerer ac-
cefs to God, and thar by thy bleod and
merits 1 may be juftified and cleanfed
fromthe guilt of allmy fins, and thas by
thee I may be tanght to know the Fa-
thery andtoLove him as bis Love and
Goodrefs bath manifefted st felf in Thee,
and $n the gracions works of mans Re-
demption 5 That thouwils be the underta-
ker for my foul and body, through my life,
and that at death I'may commend my
Spirit into thy hands, in & ffrong well

grownded Faith and Hope and come 10

thee in the fervent defire of Divine and
Heavenly Love _And I ask_ for wo great-
er felicity hereafser, than tobe with thee
where thou art, to beholdthy Glory, and
to fee the Glory of the bleffcd Deiry, and
Lisve in the perfeit Kmwledge and Love
and Praife of God,

Sixthly, And I may add, that it
is not only Clergy men that are Chri-
ftians: Befides them the Learned’it
men in the world have defended or
ftuck to the Chriftian Faith : Lnecd nut
name to you either men of your ewn
rank, fuch as the two Mirandnla's,
the great Dis Pleffis, ijll{arnixim de Al-

13
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degende, Anbaltinws, (2 Prince though
a Divine, ) Bacon, and many a worthy
Noble man of thefe Kingdoms, and of
mdny other: nor fuch Laymen as the
Scaligers, Salmafins, Grotiusy Canfos
. boney Thuanws, and multitudes more.

Were all thefc larvati vel palliati byaf-
fed by price or flefhly intereft? He thit
isnota Chriftian for Spiritual .and E-
ternal Intereft, taking up his Crofs
and following a Crucified Chnft, on
terms of felf-denial, even to the for-
faking of all for him, not excepting
life it {e!f, and doth not by his Crofa
cven Crucific the fleth and the world,
which is the provilion for its lufts, is
indeed no real Chriftian atall, -

[ had thought to have faid fome.
what to your pag.220, 221. [ Inom-
ni Religione, smmo ¢ confcientia, five
ex Natur.t [ve ex gratie, mediz fufficia
entia dari unde Dwo  accepti  effe
poffint , #ltro credimistso mmmn- --=] But
I have been long enough, and the
anfwer may be gathered from what is
faid before.

The Loret fave this Land and the
darker. world tram Infidelity and its
.frliif_'s y QnJ SV LG -t that fpi-
o rit

N
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rit which is Chrifts Agent and witnefs
in us, “cffeCtually to plead and main-
tain his caufe, Amen. o

Jan. 16, | Ceh
1672. | '

C«f. Baronius Annal, §
ad dn, 411,

Ut becaufe we are difcourfing of

fuch matters, Reader I intreat
thee to fuffer me, like the good houfc,
holder in the Gofpel, who bringeth
out of his Treafuric things new and
old, to adde fome things new (or la-
ter) to thefe of elder date: For what
1 thall briefly fay will mach delight
thee. For I will not report unproved
things, but what 1 know to be con.
firmed by the affertion of vcrr many /\1;
learned men, Yea, and by all Religt- < -
ous men oft told the people in their
Scrmons: And for my part I will bring
forth the Author of whom I received
it, and that is, Adichael Mevcatus M-
sagen)s pronctory of the §. R.

. |
; “J:l~ . ..‘ '.. >
7 girsich,
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Church, a man of moft eatire fidclity
and of eminent knowledge and honefty
of life : He told me of his Grandfather
of the fame name with himfelf, Micha-
el Mevcatus [enior,between whom and
Moarfilins Ficinus a man of a moft no-
ble wit, there was an intimate friend-
hip, contracted and increafed by Phi-
lofophical ftudies, in which they both
were followersof Plate. It happened
on a time that asthey ufed, they were
gathering from Plaro (but not without
doubting) how much or what of man
remained after death; which Platonick.
documents where they failed, wereto
be under-propt by the Sacraments of
the Chriftian Faith : (for of that argu-
ment, thereis extant alcarned Epiftle
of Marfilinsto this Michael Mercatus,
of the Immortality of the Soul &God.)
And intheir difcourfe when they had
long difputed, they thus concludedit;
and giving cach other their right
hands, they Covenanted, that which
ever of them firft died, if he could do
it, he fhould certifie the other of the
ftatc of the other life. And having thus
covenanted and fworn to cach other,

they departed : And after a confidera.

‘what did he hereupon ? Though he

) \ “ble

- B

ble fpacc of time, it fell out, that A
chael fenior, being carly in the morning
at his Philofophical ftudics, uncxﬁcﬂ-
edly he heard the noife of a horle
fwiftly running , and ftopping at ‘his
doot, and withall the voice of Aarf-
lins crying out [[O Michael, O Micha-
el, thofe things ave true.] Michael mar-
velling at the voice of his {ricnd, rofe
up and opening the window, he faw
him whom he heard, with his back
toward hun, in white, riding away
on a white horfe, and called after him,
Marfilins, Mar/ilind, and looked af-
ter him,but he vanifhed from his fight.
He being ftruck with admiration at the
ftrangenefs of the cafe, took care to
enquire what was become of Marfili-
s, (he lived in Florence where he dred)
and found that he died that fame hour
in which he heard and faw him: And

had beena man of approved honcfty,
and had lived alife harmlefs and pro-
fitable to all (as it becameatruc Phi-
lofopher) yet from that tim¢, bidding
farewell to Philofophical Difciplines,
and becoming a forward Lover (of fol-

lower) of the true Chriftian Philofophy

onc-
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onely, as more eminent than the reft,
he lived the reft of his time as dead to
the world, onely for (or to) thelifeto
come ; being an cxample ofa moft abe
folute Chriftian, who before had been
famous among the Philefophers of his
time in praife, as fecond unto nonc,
So far Buronims ; The fame isrcported
by abundance of other writcrs.
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onely, as more eminent than the reft,
he lived the reft of his time as dead to
the world, onely for (or to) the life to
come ; being an example of a moft abs
folute Chriftian, who before had been
famous among the Philofophers of his
time in praife, as fccond unto nonc.
So far Buronins; The fameisreported
by abundance of other writers. !
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