~THE .
Chrlﬁlan Reholon‘ 1
| EVPWHCC“ brleﬂy, inthe| |

~ancient Creeds, the ten Com-
mandments and the Lords
Praycr.

"| And II. more largely in a Profefsi- |
on taken out of the holy Scriptures s
Containing 1. The Articles of the
Chriftian Belief. 2. Our Confent to
the Gofpel Covenant, 3. The fum of
Chriftian Duty.

According to the Primitive Snmplxc:ty,
Purity, and Pradice: Fitted to the right
Inftrudting of the Ignorant, the promo-
ting of Holinefs, and the Charitable
Concord of all true Believers.

Which whofoever fincerely Beliéveth, Confén-| |-

teth to, and Pra&ifech, thall cercainly be faved,
T It is alfo by prefixed @@qm, madga CatecH;fm L
By Richard Baxter. '

Londot P’rmccd xééé.




‘To fill up this vacant Page,

s PTNHE Papifs Confefsion of the (u ciency of eur Belief. -

- T Coxjx)c/izl. Batfi‘lj..Oratf Rag{xfl.?zBin,{). /:9 9. [ The Holy
4 Scripture in the literall

L the Infallible and moft fufficient Rule of faith, ]

. Bellarm, de verbo Dey L gicovx. [ In the Chriftian doitrine
- both of Faith and Manners, fome things are fmply neceffary to fal-
. vatiens to alls as the knewledge of the Articles of the Apoftles Cieed,
of the ten Commandments., sz of fome Saciaments : The reft are net
Jo Neceffary, that 2 man cannst be
i Ledge, belief and profeffion of theim ~— Thefe things that ave fimply
v meceflarysand are Profitable to all, the Apoftles prcached to all--

Al things- are written by the Apoftles which are Neceffary to all,
and which they - openly preacht fo all ] ( See the place. )

- 49. Non inficiamur praecipua illa fi-
Chriftianis cognitu funt ad falutem ne-
effe Apoftolicis fcriptis comprehenfa,

 Coftenus Enchirid. ¢ 1.p
- - dei capita quz omnibus
. eeffaria, perfpicud fatis

¢

kR

Sashasasacansansasansars Loy
Frerrerarrea e S

wte X Belicvein Godthe Father

Jenfes foundly and well underflood, 5
’ 1 concesved by the Hely

Javed without the explicite bnowe ./ -

 The Chriftian Rel)giaé.' -
VSR CE VRSB ION
The Ancient Cr e e,

W Alwighty, Moker of
' Hedven and Eorth: Awi
| n Jefus Chrift his only

i Son onr Lord, who was

I Ghoft, born of the Virgin
t- Mary 5 [uffered  under

Pontius Pilate, was Cra-
Cified ; dead and buried |
be defcended into Hell

the third dey be rofe again
. from the dead, he afcen-
| ded into Heaven,ond fistteth,

|
!
i

w9 the right hand of God,

/- ,
<o~ baly Carholick_ Church, thei

‘The |

o

{ the Father Almighty, from)|
thence be [ball come ro judge
. thequick and the dead,” I be- |

|

Jicve in the Holy Ghuft 3 the

Commmnion of Saints: the.
forgivene[s of fins | t/?fl
refurreition of $he bedy )
and the life everlafting;
- Ameén,

Believe in one God the Father,
! Almigh yymaker of Heaven
*B and earthyand of a'l things
vifible and invifible ; and in one
Lord Jefus € hrift the only brgot-
ten Son of God, be otten of his:
Father bef e all worlds, God of:

f
??gi%f) :

God, izhtof Light, very Godof - - |

very Godsbegotren not made, be-
ing'of one fubftance with the Fa-
ther, by whom all things were
made : who forus men, and for,
our falvation came down- from,
heaven, and'was incarnatc by the
holy Ghoft of the virgin Mary,
and was made man, and wa’cruci-
fied alfo for us under Ponrius Pis
lare. He fufferedand ‘was buried,,
and the thid day he rofe agdin,_
according to the Seriptures, and’
afcended into heaven, and fiuéth,
atthe righ: hand of the Farler 4
And he fhall come . avain with;
glory to judge both the quick and
the dead ; whofe kingdom fhall
haveno end  And I believe in:
the holy Ghoft , the Loid and,
giverof Life, who prececde;h,
f:om the Eather and the Son, who
with ‘he Father and the  Son to-,
gether is worthipped ‘and glorifia
ed; who fpake by the Propheis,
and I belicve ome Catholike and
Apoftolike Chusch 37T. acknows
ledge one Baptifin for the remiffi..
~onof fins, And I Kok for: the,
relurreion’ of ihe deads and’ thg
Life of ddic world'to comé, Amed,
»

+




The Chriftian Religion.

S
‘N 3 Hofoever will be faved : before all chings, it is necef-
. V fary that he ho'd the Cartholike faich.

¥ ¥ Which faith except every one do keep wholly and
undefiled = wichout doubthe fhall perifh everlaftingly.

And the Catholike faithis this : that we worfhipone God in '

Trinity, and Trinity in Unity «

Neither confounding the perfons : nor dividing the fubftance. ‘

For there is one perfunt of the Father, another of the Son, and
another of the holy GHot. .

But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the holy
Ghoft, ;s all one : the glory equal, the Majefty cocternal.

Such as the Father is,fich is the Son:& fuch is the holy Ghoft.

“The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the holy Gheft

f.. uncreate.

. The Father incomprehenfible, the Son incomprehenfible, and
the holy Ghoft incomprehenfible. )
The Farher eternal,the Son eternal,and the holyGhoft cternal,
~And yer they are not three erernals : but one eternal.

* As alfo there be not three incomprehenfibles, nor three uncre-- /

ated : but one uncreated, and one incomprehenfible.

80 likewife the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty, and

the Holy Ghoft Almighty.

" And yex they are not three Almighties : but one Almighry.

" So the Father 1s God,the Son is God,& the holy Ghoft is Ged, .

And yer they are not three Gods : but one God.
So likewife the Father is Lord, the SonLord, and the holy’
Ghoft Lord. ‘ :
* And yet not three Lords : but one Lord.
Fer like as we be compelled by the Chriftian verity , to
_acknowledge every perfon by himfelf to be God and Lord. g

So are we forbidden by the Catholike Religion, to fay there -

be three Gods, or three Lords.
" The Farher is made of none : neither Created, nor begotten,
The Sonis of the Father alene : not made, nor created, but
begotren. : ' o
~_Theholy Ghoft isof the Father,and of the Soningither made,
-~ por ereated, nor begotten, but procceding.

T

's}-u-' w-*-—x:—x-,.&,“i‘ s

|

{
4

So -

- the Trinity in Unity 1s to be wor

-and fhall give account for their

The Chriftian Religion.
$o there is onc Father, no: three Fathers 3 one Son; not three
Sons ; one holy Ghoft,not three holy Ghofts. L
And in this Trinity none is afore or after other, none is great-
er or lefsthen another. ,
But the whole three perfons be coeternal together,and coequal.
So that in all chings, as is aforilfaid, dthc Unity in Itiqity,and
He therefore thatwill be faved:mu%t thus think of the Trinity.
Furthermore, it is neceflary to everlafting falVa;.nn 3 th.’\.t‘hc
alfo believe rightly in the incarnation of our Loza Jefus Cheift.
For the right faith is, that we believe and confefs : that our
Lord Jefus Chrift the Son of God, is God znd man.
God of the fubftance of the Father,begorten before the worlds:
and man of the fubftance of his mothe+, bornin the world,
Perfe& God and perfe&t man : of a reafonable foul; and hu-
mane fleth {ubfifting. o
Equal to the Fatzer as touching his Godhead : and inferiour
to the Father touching his manhood.
~ Who although he be God and man : yet he is not twosbut one
Chrift. ‘
One, not' by Converfion of the Godhead into flefh,bue by
taking of the manhood into Ged. ) )
One altogether , not by confufion of fubftance,but by unity of
pesfon, °

‘For as the reafonable foul and flefh is one man +fo God and - .
" man is one Chuift,

Who fuffered for our falvarion, defcended into hell, rofe again
the third day from the dead.

He afcended into heaven, and fitteth on the right hand of the
Father, Ged almighty; from whence he fhall come to judge the
quick and the dead. . ) .

At whofe coming all men fhall rife againwith their bodies 2

own works, :

And they that hav: done good: thall go into Life everlafting 3
and they that have done evil, into everlafting fice. o

This is the Catholike faith : which excepr a manbelieve
faithfully, he cannot be faved. - The i

Az




‘The drz'ﬂ_iak Relzgibq;

~ Theten Commandments, Exod. 20.

DD [pakeall thefe WorBg, faping, 7 am the Lorn
48 ) e God 3
Qgggc&gga £;ellﬁbt thee ong of thetand of Caypts out of the

*_@hou fhalt have noother wods before me.

" @hon Walt not makeunto thee any araven i i
Wefg of any ching tha is {11 Peanen ahol%z, npuilb’gg %st?i?xz ?&P ;‘;i‘f{,
‘Beneath, oz that §s in the warer unier he eavh s Thou Malt nog
o down thy (elf ta thems ney (erdie them s for ¥ the Lo thp
Podam afealons Gov, bifiding the iniquities of the Fathers
Bponthe chilBren » unto the thivn ann fonech generarion of thepy

SN
o

eue mesand keed w1y commandinents. ~

=~ @hou Malt not take the wame o' the Lon thy Sod in vain;

the Lop0 will not hold him gy foz

av to keep ft

‘thout labour.aud 2o all thy work holp: U Bays Walt

i o ] s But the feheintt
TR ous stk e 1 ouk S
o 5} ) ! biliters thy man-lerpant 7=
i I s el g’
02 1 QF Bavs ¢ . mave heaben and earth » the leqs
-ann_all that in them g, ano vefted ¢ : 3 the (ea,
the Loru bleffn the %zh_,enrﬁ dap anu%za{(z;ﬁ:;ébigar’ W‘“fm

= Bonour thy Fathber and thy wother that §
Jona upon the land which ¢ B wionp e may be
X %?,,,“ g:“?; A km'bi b theLozn thy Gad giveth thee. :
1 hatt not comnit a .
%ﬂuﬁﬁtgor ﬂezg . Bu!terx,?
: o 't nos bear falle wirirer i .
- Ehow fhalr no: covet thy Gt pane 0y efubbout.

- 4 uetehhoues [ int
oy nEIEABUES Wites 1o, i 0h3nurs hanle, tho fai ot copet

‘ gub ! man-feenant , nop hig maio: t.
ho2 bus oxsu0r bis afd;ior anp thing that ig tbg&neigi;ggggwam?

 The Lords Prayer, 24, 6.

P NAR Father which ate in Deapen s hallowed b )

: i pen et ¢
mm”f incgom come * Ehy Will be Done in eamf’é’s’?k“?ﬁn
e rﬁ) : Oibe us thic Bay our dailvbrean ¢ dnp foraive ug

Br Debte 5 ag Wy foraive out Debtorss QAnd lead ug ot intp
pmptation » but peltver us Feom evil s
- "BoK 810 the [Potwets aud the Gilozpfoz evet, Amen,
; AR ; - : The

PO PO

at hatemes and fhewing metey unta thoufande of them tba't.

» it ) oAd s fe
PRememtbe the b bt ’hl lels that raketh big name in vain.

for thinte ig the Wings
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““The Proression of the
» CHRri1sT1AN Religion.

4
i —

: 1. The Articlesof the Chriftian Belief.

It is a (atechifm if you prefix to every Articles the
Dueftion, Fac dayou believe

- 1. Here is one only
[ 1.0f Goo. . (a)in three perfons,*che
4 Father, Son and Holy Ghoft (b): Who' is
 Infinite in Being,Power,Wifdom and Good-
' nefs () : The Creator of all things(d);Our
moft abfolute Lord, moft Righteous Go-
vernour, and moft gractous Facher(e).
Y117, Plal. 139. 7,85 9. & 147. 5. Ifa. 40. 17. (d) Neh, 9. 6.
¥ (e)Rev.4.8.&15.3. Ex.34.6,7.Ezek.18.4.Lfal47.7. 8 119, 68,
& 145+ 9.

\

-

God (*) Or
fubfiften-

cies. ] .

(2) 1Cor.

b

N

cl s

e

a2

a

—r

' ) 2. God made man for
,. L‘m Of the Creation of pimfelf (£) in his own

e

® P:ov.

_ 6. 4
a and the fift image (g); with Reafon zg) Een.

, and freewill (h): endued 1.26;
with wifdom and Holinefs (i); and put under (z) !1_);““
him the inferior creatures,for hisufe(k):and %y coy,
3. 10, Eeclefi7.20. (k) PRl 8.5560
B4 - bound .

Law.




o 6 - The Cbriﬂiarz Rdigz'oﬂ. e |
-{1) Mar..

{)” 3:02 3+ to God:his Maker ; to Believe him,fear him,
e 5* {ove him, honour him and obey himwithall '
& 10 12 . : . -y g . B

& 1:32.  hispowers (1): Moreover forbidding himto, |
(m)"Gen. eat'of the tree of Knowledge npon pain of FL

2.16, 17> death (m ).
. Rom.§ 23, ‘ ( )-

I

3.Man being tempted -

| (@) Gen 3. 3. Of mans fall, and ;

by Satan did wilfully fin, !
and fo fell from God !
13 Genge -7 - andHappinefs,under the j
igs "Rom. Wrath ofGod(a),the curfe of his Law(b)and " -
3 91 9,,_3'_ the powér of the Devil (¢): And hence we ’s
L& 623
(c) Aas

- JohnB.a4- ofoyininal fasand eur
Romu$-25 comon mifery.

are all conceived in fin, and prone toevil, §
(d) and condemnation is pafled upon all }

26.18. (e}, and no meer creature is able todeli- ¢

kEPh.Z-Z- i 2 - ' N

Heb. 2. 14. verus (D). N

(d)Pfal.g1.5 Rom .12 Eph.2.2,2455.1f2 48.4. Job 14.4.8& 25.4¢

' ?in.ﬁ.s.ﬁoﬁx 1.7.(¢) Rom.g5.13,19.(f) Rom.g.6,10. Alls 412, 3

AN

() Fh3. , o p’u} Te- " 4.God fo loved the world §

C 16517 & . X .
:{54;_7 ‘ }’;””Z,;f,’}f’ e their Redeemer (a)-,vyho be- ¢
gJoh . T ing God, and One with the
g)mk"?'?‘ Father (b)did take our nature, and become
Johio .o man; being conceived by the Holy Ghott,
{c) 1 Tim, inche Virgin Mary, and born of her, and...-
2 5.Heb.z. called Jefus Chrilf (c); and being free from
i?x’k:G fin, he conquered the tempter, fulfilled all
§,~’.3%‘.'f7’ righteoufnefs (d), revealed the Gofpel,and

confirmed °

‘bound him by the Law of Nature to adhere | . * confirmedit by Miracles (¢); and gave him- (¢) AGs »

"~ gther world. ]

that he gave hisonly Sonto be ', -

A

Mat. 1.20 2215 (d) Heb. 4. 19, Mat. 4 ¥Icbe7.26. Mat.3. 15, 4

The chriftian Rel?gion. o 7

felf a facrifice for our fins,and a ranfome for 23’“:13"- 2
us, in fuffering death on the crofs,to recon- (;) b,
cile us unto God (f) ; and was buried, an*d v e o
went among the dead(g)") 15y Timas
and Rofe again the third 6Ep.2.16.
day, having conquered (g) 1 Con
death, (h), and afterward ;3133443
afcended into Heaven (i) where he remain- pey s
cth God and Man, in one perfon (k) and is 10 1Per,
Lord of all, in glory with the Father (1);the 3.18,19.
chief Pricft, het, and King of his (hs Tim
chief Prieft,and Prophet, and King ()2 Hieb,
Church (m), interceding for us; and teach- 1 h g
ing and raling us, by his Spinit, Mumifters, 5,
and Word (n). ' - (i)A&.2.9,
(k) Aés 3.21.Rom. g.5. Heb.7. 24. (1) A&s2. 36. & 10.36;
(m) Heb. 8. 2. & 10-21. Afs3.23 & 5.31. (n) Heb. 7. 24.
-Rom. 8. 34. Eph.4.85 115125 I3+ fiom. 8. 9. 1 Thel. 5. Iz..

§.The Lord JefusCheift () t1eb.g
. of th2 New Tefit- - hath ordained in hisTefta= 15 Joh. 1
ment or Covenant of \oony that all they thar 12.&3.16)
Groce receive him by a true ef- # |
fecual faith, and by true Repentance do “adsir
urn from the flefh, the world, and the De- ;5 & 3.7
vilunto God (hall freely receive the pardon 1. ifl;z'q
of their fins(a),and fhall become the Sons of 21 Robe
God,and heirs of everlafting Life,(b) & the 37213+
Spiric of Chrift fhall dwell within them(©): (,)Rom.s;
16,17 (¢) Gal.4.6. John 3.6. 1 Cor.6.17.Romi.:;.5_~',ph.z,;g,;,‘

*Or [10 the depart-
ed fonls; Or[to the

{

> - . V\':




-8 The Chriffian Religion,

¥ (DRev.r, add all thar overcome and perfevere to
1 * the death | fhall live with Chrift in-endlefs
glory (d):Buc the Unbelievers, impenitent

. and unholy fhall be condemned to everlafl-

ing fire (e ). And thishe hath commanded

W I2.1

,‘,i; Thef v, Andhath told us, thar All thar are given
i v» himof the Father, fhall come to him, and

i caft ;hem out, nor
v;\éﬁms. fhall any pluck chem out of his hands. (g) -

{(a)Job.14.

126.& 1;. 6. Of the Holy Ghoft
l26.xPec 1. revealing and confirms
1O X1y T2, #8g the Gofpel,

6. The Holy Ghoft
proceeding from the
Facher and the Son, did
infpire and gnide the
3. Prophets, Apoftles, and Evangelifts, that

+ they might truly and fully reveal the do-
* &rine of Chrift, and deliver itin Scripture
" to the Church as the rule of our faith and

life (a): and by abundance of Evident

uncontrouledMiracles,and wonderful] gifts,
. to be the great witnefs of Chrift,and of the
truth of his holy word (b ).

i (b) AGs2.22. 4.&3. 32 & 19.11, 19, Heb, 2, 3,4, Gal, 3.1,
1223 Joh, 14. 12, & 3.3, 1 Cor, 14,

P

7. Where

ts Minifters to preach to slithe world (f) : -

- and the Devil (h),and Hoping for Chrifis s.Mar.yo.

v 7‘58 C bﬂ;ﬂl'd” Rfli:gioz;. ‘4 o 5

7. Where the Go- (2)A&s
el is made known, 26-17,18. .

7. Of owr Sanélificarion H

bythe Holy Ghoflsand the .- Rom.g8.g, .
facand i o e the Holy Ghoft by ié Kmis:
Taniteficd. : doth enlighten the ;3 4 Toh.

‘minds of alt char fhall 6, 44. Eze.
be faved, and opening and fofiening their 36-26.Gal.
hearts, doth draw them to believe in Chrift ?l‘))’g&z 6
(a) and turneth them from the power of
Satan unto God (b): Whereupon chey are (c) Col.a. -
joyned to Chrift the Head,and into one ho- 15-Eph.s. ,
ly Catholick Church which is his Body, con- 382”3? 32
ﬁyﬂing of all true believers (¢): and are free- N éor71 .
ly Juitified, and made the Sons of God (d), 12513,27. 3
and a fan&ufied peculiar people unto him(e), (¢/Rom.g. |
and do Love him above all, and ferve him 2'4§P&4~7;4'
fincerely in holinefs and right=oufuefs (f ), %2;’11-‘1{ o
Lovingand defiring the Communion of the 14
Saints (g);Overcoming the Flefh,the World (f)Rom.s. -

om; . Aait; ; ;v 37-1 Cor. ]
fecord coming, and for everlatting life (i % i1

Luke 1. 75. (g) 1 John 3. 14. 1 Pet. I.22. Afts 24.2. (h)Gal.
§.17,24. 1 Johnz.15. (i) 1 Corx. 7. 2 Per. 3. 11,12, Tie.
1.2. & 3. 7, :

: 8. At Death the (a) Luke

8.0f the Fudgement and fouls of the Juftified '1*2 -223-&

Exccution, go to happinefs with ! Cor.g.1. |

Chrift,and the fouls of g pif;.

the wicked to Mifery (a): Andat the end of 23. 1 Per.
this world the Lord Jefus Chrift will come 3-19. Luke

: - again;, 16, 26,28,




10 .. The Cﬁri/h'dn ‘Relz'gian.'

- 25, 8 13. 41542543, 2 Tim, 4.8,18. 2 Thel. 1 8, 9; 10. &
2 12 Johniy.a4. ,

with Godthe Futher , Son and Holy Ghoft. b by

“which we are Chriftians, and members of the
Carholick C harch.

quﬁ Are you willing and refolved to Give up your
[#lf va Godthe Fatber, Son and Holy Ghoft, accord-
g to the Gofpel doltiine which you prefefs)
R Epenting of my fins, and renouncing
“the Fl.h, the World and the Devyil
(a), 1 do take this one God to be my only
God (b),and do heartily give up my felf un-
tohim (¢) ;. Ewventothe Father, (d)as my
Creator and Reconciled Father in Chrift :
And to bis Son Fefus Chrift,as my Lord, and
‘ only Savionr, to Reconcile, and bring me
4 16 urtoGod (e) : And so the Holy Ghoft as my
- {(c)2Cor.8. 5. (d) John 17. 3. 1Cor.8.6. 2 Cor. ¢, 17,18,

1 John 1.3. Eph.4,5,6. () John 14.6.Luke g, 14. & 14. 26.
Alsg 6.Rom, 6.13,16. Luke 19-27. John 3. 19,

Santtifier ,

.. {a) Luke
. I§aal.Act
- 237-&3.
19 Rom 8.
. 13. Luke
X14. B
1f4l'h3¢:%.1 9.
(b) Exod.
20.3.Deut.
26 17.Jof.

- () Afs 1. again , and will raife the bodies of all men
. 3.1 Cor. £ the dead; and will judgeall according
1 Johese o their works (b) And the Righteous (hall
M;tf, go into everlafting life, and the reft into
-2 Cor.5. everlafting punifiment (c): AK this Ids
! zz) Mae, **feignedly believe.

1. Our Confent to the Gofpel Covenant, -

* fan&ifie ard confirm me,and | may hold faft 23:2%-

The Chriftian Religion. By
Santlifier that he may further illuminate, (F) Mar.

gt . Eph.2.18s
and obey the doctrine of Chrift, which was >"a "¢ ™

‘ is infpirari d witnefled by 13 14,18,
revealed by his infpiration,an (
his gifis an}d Miracles,and 1s now contained I}m{ 632.233 ;
in the Holy Scriptures ; and that he may be 13, 4

, . . 1Cor.2.
in me the earnelt of my everlafting Happi- | “"gop
nefs with God (f). 2,18 22.

] .6’ .
& 3.5, 16 2Con 1. 22. & 550 1 g4 35405 Rom15. 6.

111 The (umm of Chriftian Duty.

Queft. what are .

I. Hrift hath appointed ) p, |
1. The publike C that fic men fhall be .g, 19, 20.
Ordained his Minifters , to (b) Rem.
preach the Gofpelto the Na- R%i:?:’r;g. :
tions of the world (a),and make them _fll]xs STim 2 i’
Difciples,Baptizing them in the name of;it € Afsiz. 2. '.
Father, Son and Holy Ghoft (b): andto ?2 )zfécs .
congregate his Difciples (c), and to over- O o
fee and Guide the feveral Congregations, \iyyaq )
and each member thereof (d): Particularly, 7528, |
to Teach them the word of God(e);to Pray : Tll‘?:f
and Praife God with them and for them (f): g" Sl

:20,31. Col.1.28. Eph 4. 11,12,13. Mal.2,7. 1 Tim,
?)1?:'601%3;:4.:6,1.5.A&s 20.7536.James 5.04. Alts 6.4.& .
2.41.Phil.s 4. Neh.12 24, & 13.37.& 9.5, & 9.4166

meansy and du-
ties of Holinefs.

o

3



 The Chriftian Religion.
.to adminifter the Lords Supper in remém-

12
(g) 1 Cor:
\f’:';jlzf'& Lords Day, which he hath appointed for
{()Hebi7. holy communion in fuch works (i) : Alfo ro
7. Numb. Rebukewith authority the fcandalous and
4(‘1)2;{6 ,unruly (k). and to bind and rejed thofe
3 10, AGs Lhat are obftinately impenitent , and unre-

~or. formed; and to Abfolve and Reftore the pe-

rizo._7.1'(';‘or. '
[ 16.2. nitent, and confirm the weak (1).

ff(k)Tit.z},
i ¢ Cory, 455531513,
t(a) AQsz.

| _ Ivis therefore the Peoples Duty to joyn
‘(*;) ; Tim, With fuch Churches, for the aforefaid Wor-
§.17. Heb, Thipof God (a) ;and to know, hear;; fubmit
113.7. 17. to,an{i obey thefe theirGuides that are over
| 241 Thel. themin the Lord; (b) and t0 avoid Divifion
131213, and Difcord, and to live in Unity , Love
+ 1 Cor. 16. d . ?

y6,  an Peace (c).

:(c) 1 Cor. 1. 10. & 3. 3. Rom. 16. 17. Ephl 4. 35 15, 16, Phil.
F2.152,3. Rom. i5.6.

.t
¥

2. The fecret Duties of
Hclinefsarethefe ; Theex-
ercife of Faith,Repentance,
Love,Hope, Delight in God, and all other
1 1on27. . 8races (2) : The mortifying ofour fins;efpe-
T 1Timgg, cially Atheifm; Usbelief; and unholinefs .
| Mai64.7. - hardnels of heart ; difobedience and un.

Bs 2. The fecret Dy-
1 (1) Jude ties of Holinefs,
121, Gal.g4'
o} 22. Luke’

brance of him (g); ‘(h) Efpecially on the

1 §5. & 1,9,11: 1 Tirh;;.l?- & 3.5, (l) Mat, 18..17,18.' Til’.g'. 16,

thankfulnefs,

and Pride, (b): The diligent Examining of (b) A

- Confeffion,Thankfgiving and cheerful prai- Si) z?gé; .
fes (g)’ 13. 5.0:5.1..‘ B

“them, and hinder them from fin (b),and ufe
- alltheir power that they and their houfe-

The Chriftian Religions 13

thankfnlnefs, fleth-pleafing, covetoufnefs,

our own hearts, about our Eftates, our Du- 24-16. -
ties,and our fins(c):Meditating upon God, ig;ll‘fé "; 4
. 8.136
and his word and works ; efpecially of our Heb.s. 125
Redemption by Jefus Chrift ; and of Death, 13. Mat.
Judgement,Heaven,and Hell (d); Watching 15.-8, 1.
diligently over our Thoughts, Affe&ions, L““& 12
Words and A&tions (¢): Refifting Tempta- ;7,7
tions (f): Andfrequent and fervent Pray- 1’ Cor. 3.
er to God, in the name of Chrift, with 18.

6.35 4.Pfal. 4. 4. (d) Plal104.34. & 1. 2. & 119, 97, 49.
Gen. 24. 63. Eph. 3.18; 19. Pfal. go. 12. Luke 12. 36, 2 Per
11, 12, ‘e) Luke 21, 36, Pfal. 141 3. 1 Cor. 10. 12, Plal.39.8. -
Prov. 4.23. (f) Eph. 6. 10.10 19. 1Per.s.9. Tam.4.7. (g)Plal.
34. 1.& 145. 2. 1 Thel:s.17. Phil. 4, 6. John 16, 23.

3.Parents and Mafters
muft diligently teach
their children and fer-
vants, the word and fear
of God (a), and Pray with them, and for

3. The Private Duties
of Holinefs in ourRe-

(2)Eph. 6.
lations to others.

4,9.Deut,
6.11,12.

(b)Dan.6. -
10. A& ro.

30. Prov,
22.6,15.& .
3. 13,
Plal.ior. .

™

holds may ferve the Lord (¢): childrenand
fervants mu willingly learnand obey (d): :
We muft feck inftru&ion in the matrers of ;3’1“;: =
(c) Gen.18.19.Joth,24.15. (d)Col.3.20.22. Eph.6. Deuc.21.18,

: ' : our
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| (¢)A&.16. qur falvation efpecially of our Teachers(e}i = v 15
130 Mal.  wemuft take heed of che company of tempt= '

i, g ad wnsodly pedons nd dleln ) 0839839889589,8098142

4
i
| 1.5.& 15. - muft lovirgly andfaichfully give,and thank= ]
4- & 19 fully receive admonitions and exhortations |
| ‘3‘12““" (H:Confefling our faulrsone toanother(g): ¢
3 gph: 6,7, and by Prayer; Pfalms, and edifying conte- &, \
" s1.Lev.  rence,anda holy converfation, provokin : . —ian S
.19 17.  oneanother toLove;and to good works(h). L VV E do sach one for Chr Arc, T, Foy
- Mat. 18. L T . himfelf | profefs *\“M°% X5+ an holyex~
15. Heb. 3. 13- Jam. §. 26. 1 Pet. 5. 8. (g) Jam.5. 16. (b Col. 1 oy Refolution,in the ftrength N3t s emplary
3. 16, 17" AGs 12 12. & 16 25. Eph. 4. 29. 1 Pets 4 1L &K Of“Chrfiﬁ' o i)e'fa'tfhf [ and A&-. 20. 28. life.
1 3.2, Jam. 3. 13.Col.1.3. & 4. 3. Heh.10. 24. A ) ihivl and * x Tim. 4. 72,
1 (a)I 4. Superiors muftrule iligent in the works of our 13,1415, 16.
{1 4» The Duties of Ju- fo:r GOCF andthe common | Miniflry ; andcolive an holy angg. nar
,};“j"'j.z.Clz;'nn. ftice and Charity to- : ‘ ;5‘;\ and exemplary life, in Prety ang 5+ 175 21
|

The Agreement of the Affociated
' PASTORS,

A R T I e
honour and obey them in the Lord (b):We . E ";lg to‘thehmeafu“? of our abilities : Efpeci-
. muft not injure, but preferve the Life, Cha< | ahy. watching againft thofe fins that rend to
. Rity,Eftace Name,and Rightsof our Neigh- | £, ¢r™puing or dividing of the Chureh,
 bour (c) : Not féeking our Ows againft his kg an h“? dt._he. hmdf-mg of our Miniftry , and
" welfare (d),but doing as we would be done ;‘)(,)lty ;régg?&m of the Gofpel,and of our
. by (e); forbearing and forgiving (f) ; and : . - S
. lg]ving our neighbgur as our felves (g): Yea ‘R R ‘I[Ii We do profefs our Agreement and f:’;;hfmr:é
 lovin encmies . and doinge goodto all ' Relolutionin ;he {lrer_xgth of Chrift, to be fE4HiE
: § our encmics ; 58 L faithful d A , that will

" according to our power (h): 7 daithiul and diligent in publick Preaching 5,

23> 4 O 0 rpower {4 4 i, the Gofpel : And in the perfonal inftru&=
aCor. 10,24 33.& 13, 5; (¢) Mat.7. 12, £) Col. 3.13* 4 316 0f allin our parifh dertake

o: 24> 33. B 13 51 (8 L e Heb i L ing in our Parifhes, or undertaken

(&) Mag:g 19 ,zf;? (b) Mat. 5. 44. Gal.6.10. Heb.r3.1 ‘1 limits , that will fubmit thereto ; teaching

The the Ignorant the Principles of Religion ;

: € eadea-




16 The Agreement of the

b ~ endeavouring in Love, Compaffion and
‘ _ Meeknels, and yer with ferioufnefs and zeal,
- to convince the erroneous and oppofers , to
awaken the prefumptuous and fecure, and
help them o try the flate of their fouls,
- and to fee and feel their finand mifery, and
return to Godby Chrift that chey may live :
to ftrengthen the weak; to raife the faln .
to edific and confirm the firong ; and to
comfort fuch as need confolation ; and to
help them all to prepare for death and
_judgement, and for everlafting life : And
all this, as frequently , conftantly and or-
derly, as our ftrength, and time, and greater
- duties will permit. :
- sxe.3.For  ITT. Thar the Churches may be cipable
| ;gﬂﬂf?ﬁi fof the Difcipline of Chrift, anﬁ conﬁitputed
- Chriflianity
20 be made” and the ends of our Office and Labours may
gézllbth;z,t bz attained, we are Agreed and Refolved to
gy e ta- take none for Adult members of the Chur-
Qi mrem. c_'b;.r committed to ony [pecizl charge, nor ad-
bers , and Witthem, 45 (ueh vo Church-Communion

- partak and Priviled :
: zbei'r.CZ;{ iviledges , but thofe thar have firft
P, e C hriftianity, that is, of Faith and Obe-

d’ienc_e, and as members of thofe Churches
fubmit to our Paftoral over-'ﬁght‘according’

to the Word-of God. But all that make.
T | this

and ruled according to the Word of God ,

made fome perfonal credible Profeffion of *

T

DL,

O g R I

Lt YT AT

AT e

Affociated Paflors. 1y
this Profeffion of Chriftianiry and Confent

to live in Communion with the Church, and
under the Miniftry and Difcipline of Chrift,

we fhall receive , though they be weakin
knowledge, and utterance, and duties ; and
{hall faithfully imploy our Minifterial abili-
ties and carefor their edification and falva-
tion. _ .
1V. We are Agreed and Refolved in the Att. 4. For
firengch of Chrift, while we have abilicy P/#ick -
and opportunity,to Congregate the people, ™" fhipe
and hold conftant Affemblies, efpecially on.

the Lords-Dayes ; and therein faithfully to

- perform the works of our office, in Read-

ing the holy Seriptvre, Preaching, Praying ,
Baptizing , Praifing God ; celebrating the
Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and guid-
ing the people in the whole publick worfhip
of God : And to manage our work with
as much prudence, and reverence, and love,
and compaffion to the peoples fouls, and .
with as much plainnefs and convincing evi-
dence,authority, ferioufnefs , and zealous
importunity as we can : Avoiding asfar as
we are able, fuch things as corrupt and dif-
honour Gods Ordinances, and tend to cor-
rupt the peoples minds with ercour, pre-
fumption , deadnefs, negligence , or othexr
diftempers, difpleafing to the Lord. -
Cz . V. Fox
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Art. 5. For -y, Fortheends of our Office,in obedi-

Difeipline. :

ence to the Lord, we Agree and Refolve in
the firength of Chrift, to exercife fo much
of Church-Government and Difcipline, in
the Churches committed to our charge , as
we difcern tobe our certain duty ; thatis
to keep orderand decency in the holy Af-
{femblies, and fee that all be done to edifica-
tion ; Convicting feducers, and ftopping

the mouthes of perverfe gain-fayers ; Over="
feeing che feveral members of our charge ;

and requiring them to walk obediently to
Chrift, and do their duties towards each
other ; to Reprove the grofs and fcanda-
lous offenders: and if they continue impe-
nitent or unreformed , to tell the Church,
or rebuke them beforeall ; (and publickly

- pray for their recovery): And if they

hear not the Church, but remain impeni-
tent and unreformed , after fufficient re-
proof and patience, to putaway fuch per-
fons from among us, declaring againf}
them the threatnings of the Lord , and re-
quiring them to forbear Communion with
the Church , and requiring the Church to
avoid them, and have no familiarity or
communion with them , as perfons unmeer
forthe communion of Saints. And thofe
that credibly profefs Repentance, we areto

: ' Abfolve

SR e =

S

Affociated Pafiors.

Abfelve Minifterially in the name of Chrift,
and comfort with the promifes of Grace;
receiving them, and requiring the people to
receive them, as Brethren, into their Com-
munion : but warning them to watch and
{in fo no more, left worfe befall them. This
holy Difcipline,, by the -help of God, we
fhall exercife faithfully and impartially , but
yet with caution and moderation ; negle&-
ing no neceflary confultations with other
Paftors , or concurrence of the Church:
and confenting to berefponfible for male-
adminiftrations.

V I. For the Communion of Churches, Art. 6. For
Commniion

. . : Chuyches
work of God, and’ helping one another Zj; Aﬂ"gm-

and the ftrengthening our felves for the

19

therein, and maintaining Unity, Love and zions,

Concord ; We do Confent to hold a Bro-
therly communion and correfpondency :
'And tothat end, when neceflity or greater
duty hindreth us not, we fhail meet at fuch
convenient times and places, as fhall be ap-
pointed or agreed on from time to time;
and fhall labour to improve thefe meetings
to our mutual edification, in fuch confulta-
tions, conferences or other holy exercifes.,

. asour prefent cafe {hall moft require. And

we confent todeal faithfully in advifing and

admonifhing one another ; and for the fatif-
Cs fa&tion
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action of the Breihren (to the

d : the fore-men-

ixt?ned ends ) to berefponfible, if -Z;; r?lf:ll
o z;rge us with Herefie, fcandal, {chifm

: a c-aglmlnnﬁration : And forl;carin r;x o
ers without our line, to ftudy and %nd?z::

- vour the promoting ot Truth; and Holinefs
3>

2?}?&3 Ugl}:y among our felves, and with
A;d I1}1‘ch.~s, as we have a call.-
Letters upon all mesdfl pece o niCAOL
our Brethren and other Cl arches of e
ftace of our affairs. and mr§h¢s o the
» and of particular mem-
}ijr;éfg; thotfe thar juftly have communei?n
commuhiounrc ) I(])r are excluded , may have
fole nion wit other_Churches, or be re-
by them accordingly , when there s

~ juft occafion.

- Andif any Brethren or Ch
o utch -
vailed over fo far by temptationc, aessl?xlejlffilcy

t0 deny us their communion. i
to deny union, in chi
gg%;?fxgn, Ahffen}biies,or Corref ;:fm‘ggc;f
ot therefore deny them :
?reuhren,gr Churches of %hriﬁ ' tl;)u? eﬂcl)ulli
tzﬁn?:rjl'(?wn.t}l:erg , and have fo muih
imunion with them | as cheir dj
g;g lea'v'e them capable of s if l:.hg;rﬁ?: Cs
it Culf 1&1 th.e Profeffion and Pra&icje z)f
hrituanity, and of the points that are

t}o Church-conftitution and com-
- munion ,

R

TP R N -

pagation of the Gofpel, and the encreafe yiq, of

" careful and faithfulin the difcharge of our

- Affoctased Paftors. - 21
munion, and are not proved guilty of
herefie , ungodlinefs, or fuch kind of {chifm

or fcandalous fins , for which the Scripture
commandeth us to reje¢t men, and avoid
them. But fuch asare thus guilty ( though
they offer themfelves to affociate with us )

we {hall refufe tohold communion with, till
they credibly profefs Repentance, and ma-

nifeft a Reformation.

V1L Becaufeitis amatter of great con- Art. 7..0f
Ordination

cernment to the honour of Chrift, the pro- Appre=

and welfare of the Church, that there be a afiniffers.
Provifion of able, faithful Minifters, and
that unworthy perfons be kept out ; and be-
caufe deceivers andunwerthy men are for-
ward to intrude, and the people ordinarily
are infufficient of themfelves-to make fuch
tryal of mens ability and foundnefs as 1s
requifite to the fafery of the Church; and
the Church in allages hath received Mini-
fters by the Ordination of other Minifters
of Chrilt : We dotherefore Agree to be

duties hereabout , fo far as we ean difcern
them, Refolving thatif any vacant Church
defire us to recommend a fit perfon to be
their Paftor, or to Judge of any recom-
mended to them, we will not recommend

Cq4 - or
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o appiove of any , but fuch as we jAudg_ci‘ the reception of their prdper Paﬁofs, We

moft -agréeable ‘to the will of Chrift ; nor
will we prefer lefs fitand worthy fen , for
friendthip or any carnal interoft or refped,
Andif any '
about to intrude, or have intruded, or any
neighbour Chuyrch’ be about to choofe, or

have chofen fich, if we have opportunity,

we thall faithfufly aequaint them with theijr
- fin and danger "and perfwade them to g
better courfe, Andif we thall be called to
1veft any by {olemn Ordination in the fa-
cred office of the Miniftry | we fhall per-
formit, as near as weare able, according to
the dire&ions of the Word of God ; ad-
- futting none that Chrift excludeth : And if
1t may be, we fhall doit in that Congrega-
tion which the perfon is ro Over-fee, that fo
we may the better difcern thejr “mutual
Confent, inculcare thejr duties, and engage
‘themtoa faithful performance thereof.
And whereas it is much controverted of
hether the Power of Ordination be

Paftors ;" and whether a flated Prefident
among thefe thould  not have a negative
voice herein ; Weare Agreed, thatleaving.
;h‘gp;epgle their due Liberty of Confent in

:  the

‘4 afliftance of other Paftors :

any inollerably unworthy perfon be

" ¥ Peace.

L

. Affeciated Pafbors.

{ will none of us fingly Ordain, without the
Nor will we

| joyn with any Hereticks or others, in unjuft -
and impious Ordinations , that tend to. the

» corrupting or dividing of the Churehes.

i Andto avoid Divifion upon atolerable
 difference of Opinions, where we may agree
1in Pradice ,. we Confent thar the Aflociati-
onsthat have no ftated Prefidents, or that
‘give not to fucha Negative voice, fhall re-

- ceive into their Communion thofe that are
-of the econtrary opinion ; giving them
ileave, if they defire it, to profefs or. record
' their opinion in that particalar, fochey will
lafterward walk among them in Love and
And that the Affociations that
‘choofe a ftated Prefident’, and give him a

Negative voice in Ordination , fhall in like

ﬁmanner, and on like terms , receive into
“their Communion , fuch as diffent in that
/particular, and having profefled or record-
tedtheir diffent , will walk fubmiffively in

- ¢ Loveand Peace. Which liberty alfo of pro-

Y¥efling and recording their different prin-
ciples, we defire may be allowed them, that
joyn in Synods , as being only for Commu-
nion of Churches, and them that joyn in

- 1them, as having a dire& fuperiour Goveylrjlé
5 . i
‘ .

o
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The Agreemenst of, &c. \

* the Churches.

f VIII Though it be the furelt way to
¢ Peace and Concord, to takeup with thefe
neceffary things,and we cannot approve of
the narrow dividing Principles of thofe
men that will impofe things unneceffary, to
the excluding of the neceffary ; yetif our
lawful Rulers fhall command it, or the
peaceof the Church, through the diftem-
pers of the Brethren fhall require it, we
fhall obey, and confent in things thar God
bath not forbidden ; and if we fuffer for
well-doing , and for obeying God rather
then men, we fhall endeavour to imitate our
Lord, who being reviled, reviled not again,
and when he fuffered, threatned not . bae
committed allto him that >
oufly, 1 Pez. 2, 23.

ingPower over the particular Paftors of

yo

judgeth righte. £

Bistesesseritsstoses

The Office of Chrifts Minifters
’ mere largely opened.

11, HE Lord Jefus Chrift having pur-
i ~ chafed our Salvation by his blood,
and ftablithed his Teftament or Covenant
of Grace,and left us his example of perfect
holinefs, afcended to the Father,andis there
! the Glorified Lord ofall, and Head overall
i things to his Church, all power being given
' him 1n Heaven and Earth; thatinterceding
E for us with the Father,he might be the Trea-
fury of owr Light and Life; and offering
- falvation to the miferable world, might ga-
ther,and cleanfe,and fave the Church,which
| is his Body ; Communicating to them that

j grace thatis here neceffary to them, in their

¢ wayand warfare, and perfecting them in
ig Glory with himfelf, when their warfare 1s
H accomplifhed. : ‘

Tbe» 1 !

At

2, Chrift Being thus invifible to us, in
i1 Glory with the Father, performeth not
thefe works below, by himfelf in perfon,
immediately and alone; but by his Spirit,
Minifters, and Word.  The Holy Ghoft
being his Advocate or Agent to thefe ends ;
and his Minifters the Inftruments ufed by his
' Spirit

~

35




26 The Office of Chrifts Minifteys

Spirit and himfelf . to indite and bear wic..
nefls to his word, and to Preach it to the
world, as chae infallible Truth wh

guide them to Salya

tion.
3. The firft Propherical and Apoftolical
Minifters_ bej

ing fent by himfelf, and quali-

- fied by the infpiration, condu@®and miracy-
lous gifis of the Holy Ghoft, did found the
urch, and enlargeit anto many nations of
the wotld,and left them the holy Scriptures,
' do&rine “whic they

which contain the (
preached,chat i¢ might be certainly and fully -
preferved, and Propagated till the coming

of Chrift. And they
ment of Chrift and §
miniftry o fucceed ¢
rew Law or

preach the do&rine w

ptures (" and conjunitly at firft alfo from -
the mouths of the Apoftles) they had
received as once delivered to the Saints,

and to guide the Churches by it to the
end

is Spirit, an ordinary
them, not to deliver
Gofpel,

oly Scri-

4. Though Chrify appointed Minifters
that fhould have f, far a charge or cage
of the whole Chutch, as not to be limited to
any one pare, but to extend thejr labour and
overfight " a5 far as their capacity and
‘O6pportunities wonld permit:yet did he never

make

ieh muft,

fecled by the appoing. ;

<

more largly opened. |
aan his Vicar or . Vicegerent, as
‘?Iiﬁcel é:)nfytg;a univerfal Cburch : nor lay
[upon any one, whether Peter, Pasl, ofr a:llly
pher the charge and overfight of the
'gsrthole’- nor did ever Peter Or any one
Apoitlé excreife fuih anl?fﬁ;feﬁéxzigﬁ;eﬁgzg |
holike Church : ‘ |
??tllc:tél:t?ca(c:ls}tt’ be confined to 7:ruf§{?m ?15;%
1the adjacent parts , and W;Z hlepz d
throughthe world. Never 1{ t 5 tgr .
ftles receive their Commiffions ronlad e i
or all the Miniftersthenin the wor : fb |
form their work by his Comxpdﬁon, er%
ny power received from hlm’bn(g’mwfor
 accountable to him, and )udl_gedh. y nli'verfal
whatthey did. Muchlefs 1s this u tverfal
Head-fhip, committed to the Pope o . % e
| through all ( or any) gencrfatgrn;e; Buc
becaufe a certain Primacy o Order wa
lgranted him by Emperours and C cils,
‘\ %;il?fg the limits of the RomanEmpire, long

after the Apoftles days : therefo;'tcglqitti;é ttng
take advantage thence, to pretq? .ha; Ticle to
theuniverfal Head-fhip : Asift e Roman
atid the Chriftian world had be%n thefome ,
ot theEmperor and his Clergy ha | been the
oRru‘iers" of all the Chriftian fubejgr[lsl 0 qid
I other Princ tors upon 2 2
B eadboen n ivest

Soveraignty. . -




Soveraignty{ﬁc;:{;ilbr.tﬂ $ Minifters e more largely opened. 29

Rome to be the Vice-gg;iﬂofthe Pope off  ~ ThisPreachingor publifhing the Go-

. Paftor of all the Chriftian ,'dog univerfal y fpel, is done by voice or by writng: that
nical, impious, irration 1w[? rid, is a tyran-| by voice, is done by Reading, by publike
trary to the holy Script alulurpation; con-{ germons, or interlocutory conference : that
the Primitive Chuf‘chP ;:f;, and the flare of§ by writing is either by tranflating the holy
ture and common fenfe W;{)nltrgry to na-§ scriptures into the languages ufed by the
incapacity of the work . f e eclare his{ Nations, or by expounding and applying
Prince s uncapable of b ar more then any| them. =~ So that the holy Scriptures in the
Moz'la{ch of the world . GX]I;% [hg univerfal origimzi languages, are the word of God,
Chriftians thould abhor this | therefore all | bothasto the terms and fenfe Grammatical

prousufurpation_and fly f; is proud andim- § and Dostrival: The fame Scriptures in 2

thac horrible fchifm agd rﬁ"} the guilt of | Tyan(lativnare the word of God as to the

in dodrine, worﬁxip antdo e corruptions | fenfe, both Grammatical and Dottrinal ; but
which it hath introduced government,; 4 *not as to the Terms : The holy do@rine of
5. Chrift calleth his ordin . .7~ ¥ theScriptures deliveredin the wrirings,and
to that office, by enduin gry minifters’§™ Seymons,and conferences of the Preachers of
gifts,and difpofing them thg them with his § the Gofpel, is the word of God,as to the
- vingthe hearts of the pe 1e reunto,andmo- § - pogtrinal fenf ; but not as to the germs or.
* by ordination of the fgni(:)l;;;({)iconfem’.anfi - Grammatical fg’nfe, except when they recte
. 1‘.’(;‘;% them gPPOI‘tunities for th:::grin“ gg * the Scripture words, asin the original or
time the Magi i tand < cranflated.
Magiftrates command hatha i ‘ 8.ﬂBaptifm is a holy Sacrament inflituted

28

b hand in the obligarj :
: gation,

6. It belongeth ¢ by Chrift, in which a erfon profeffing the ,
¥ - Mmifters of Cf%riﬁ tf)oPtrl;Z hOfﬁce of the 1 Cyhri{’cian faith (or Lhei;nfantgf fuch agi’ro—
to the nations of the woid the Gofpef | ' feffor ) is (regularly by a minifter of
~ them Chrifts Difciples, Ba rld, and make™% Chrift) baptized in water into the name
> DAPHZIn _of the Father, theSon, and the Holy Ghoft,

" infignification and folernnization of the ho-

N R "\ , -, -

el e Tule, ch San ang e

: : o L : ly Covenant,in which asa Penitent Believer
N (or
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widre largely opened. 3t

(or thefeed of fuch ). he giveth up himfetf |

y the Parent given up) to God the |
- - Father, Son and: Holy Ghoft, from:hence-

(orisb

forth (or from thet;
to Believe in, Love
Trinity, againft che Flefh, the World,- and
Devil, and this efpeci
Redemption : an

me ofnatural capacity )

d (if he fincerely make this

> and ferve this blefled:

ally on the. account of |

foler o be admitted into the Church,
;?llgn;ﬂztzz bbey Baptiim in thefe bmcgrﬁ';
Therefore hath Chriﬁﬁgnt;zx: l:htehfte}t’xsisoﬁolgy
i to their truit; “that. oly
Iétl?ugrdc(gmmay be preferved from the :lmt}l?g;
intrafions of uncapable perfons : ,anh e
the faithful Covenanters may havcltde ul.
fer cofifolation, by receiving a fealed p

: frorr d of a minifter
Covenant) is folemnly entred a membet of ‘mife and pardon,fii %‘;gt_:eh?;ntoofeal and de-
Cgrliéi-and his Church, a juftified reconciled | ‘of Chirift,comman ¥
~ Childof

‘God, andan heir of Heaven : all
which, with the other
the Covenant, h

. liveritin hisname. - — -
prefent benefits of § .- lvi-é. ‘We are perfwaded thztfltﬁ?z];:ﬁvfg}
eis herlébyinﬁ‘ate'd (érin- || of Chfift that the Infants .

e T im in Baptifm, and
velted ) in they being thusfolemnly deli. * fhall be dedic agg‘}tgn;r‘x? :irtlld rgade merm-
vcred‘to.him‘b‘y the Promife thus feal®d and ) engaged-lp h*s Ch'-'rd’1 becaufe we find
'gp_ly{;d by an appointed Miniffer of | bersof hisvifible Charch,

ST, ’ '

that under the promife before Ch({iﬁs Inca;;_ |
nation it was their duty to devote a

~Or if fome of us doubt whether thefe engage their Children to God in the holy

8 pecial benefits of the Covenan are deliver.

o chat G id dccept them,
L ed thus to all the Infants thar are fineerely § Covenant, and that f(-t’l?sd'cctl:grch« %md we
i } : ~ dedicared unto God ; yet weareall agreed, |} as vifible mem%eféo Chrift had éa&harg@
! that they are affured to them as foon a¢ they /i mnever find w h‘? duty, or turned all Infants
- believe : and inthe interim of their incapa- & Parents.f"rom t g ax‘{é reverfed this blef-
| city, they havea generat promife thar God %y outof his (;hu%c th-memberfhip ; but cori-
i.i ; : vgillbe their God, and his mercyfhallbeto L fing of their Churc
‘ ~ them, '

' i in haye takefi
ari find him offering to kel
zgirj}ngivéﬂ\‘llétidn to behﬁxll gs glteﬁrcshgvg
» | g /€ y - r» RS
e Qffice to Baptize : and confequently totry - they would have takgﬁr;l ! i;r;: e beiet,
g ' and judge of their Profeffion who are thus our; and telling us 5 that
folemnly .

~ 9. Itisanotable part of the minifterial
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that they were broken off; and that it is but
fome of the branches that were broken off, .

and we are graffed in amongft them into

the fame Olive-tree, and that all Ifrael fhall |

‘be faved, when the fulnefs of the Gentiles is

-comein; Andwefind Chrift rebuking his

|

P

Difciples for hindering little Children from |

being offered to him, and that he charged !
them to forbid it no more,and that he re- |

ceived and bleffed them himfelf, and tels

us that of fuch is the Kingdom of God , and |
we find it the Commiffion given to his Mi- |
nifters, thatthey were to Difciple the Na- |
‘tons, Baptizing them.
muchmore ( efpecially having riot the leatt |
intimation of his Will againit that which-

was even then the Duty and Pra®ice of the

Parents, and the Infants benefit) do deter |
us from forbidding the dedication of Chil-
drenunto Chrift, and receiving them into i

his Church by Baptifm,

1. Bapulm being fo great a work,
fhould be deliberately, ferioufly and reve-

rently performed, if it may be, publikely

before the Church, where the perfon (or "
- Parent ) fhould make their folemn pro-

feffion, and be received with the joyand

‘prayers of the Church ; whether Infant or
Adulc. S

12. The

All which, and }

more largely opemed.

12. The Catholick Church confifteth of
all the Chriftians in the world : Thofe that
have the fan&ifying Spirit of Chrift are the
living members : Thofe that openly profefs
Chrnftianity, and enter into Cowvenant
with Chrift, and are not yet Baptized, are
vifible members initially, but the folemni-
zation and inveftiture is defedive ; If it
be where Baptifm cannot be had, the de-
feG isinnocent 5 If where it may be had;
itis finful : but yert not fuch as nullifiech
the perfons vifible Chriftianity. And ne
errours, offences or differences do exclude

‘any tortally from the Catholick Church,

while all the effentials of Chriftianity are
kept. S :

13. Ttis the will of Chrift that all Chri-
ftians that have opportunity, be members

of fome particular Church, as well as of the

univerfal: that he may bhave the honour,
and they the greatand neceffary benefits,
that by the Miniftry, Ordinances and
Communion of Saints, ts there to be ex-
petted. .

- 14, A particalar Chriftian Church, i
[ A competent number of Chriftians ¢oha-

biting, who by the appointment of Chrift,
- and their own.expreffed Confent, are uni-

ted (or affociated ) under one or more
' D2 Paftors
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Paftors, for the right worthipping of God in
publike,and the Edification of the members,
in Knowledge and Holinefs, and the main-
taining of their obedience to Chrift, for the
fafety, ftrength and beauty of the fociety,
and thereby the Glorifying and pleafing of
the Lord.] It is aPolitical organized
fociety, thatis here defined, and not a meer
Community that is incapable of the Sacra-
ments and other Ordinances; and the
benefits of them, for want of Over-

feers. | ‘

15. Thofe Minifters that are placed in
Parifhes, where are many forts of people,
fomeIgnorant of the effentials of Chriftia-
nity, fome Apoftates, fome impious and of
wicked lives, and fome that confent not to
be members of their Paftoral charge |
fhould teach them all that will fubmit and
fearn ¢ For we are called to it by the
Magiftrate and obliged by the publike
mawntenance which we receive to that
end ; and engaged by the general com.
mand of improving our ralents, and
the {pecial opportunity that we have there-
unto. | )

16. This teaching of all eur Parifhioners
that will fubmit, muft be both perfonally
and publikely, as far as we have ability and

opportunity.

R eL E N ¥ GRS

|

maore Largely opened.

| oppertunity. The former muft be by Cate-

chizing, and conference ; wherein we muft
teach them firft the effential points of Chri-
ftianity, and labour to help them to the
clearelt underftanding of the dodrine

i of Salvation ; and prefs it on their affe-
“&ions, and help them to difcern their fin

and mifery, and do all that we can to
procure their. converfien or edification,
according to their feveral ftates . manage-
ing the whole work with thofe holy affe-
Gions , that the weight of it doth re-
quire. _ .
17. The great neceflity of ont neigh-
bours, and the advantages of ihi¢ famihiar
way, do tell us that this work of catechizing
and conference is fo great a part of our
duty that we fhould-do it with much dili-
gence, prudence and conftancy.And che ge-
neral precepts of doingall to edification and
in order, oblige us ordinarily to appoint a
ftated time and place where every family
may come in order; Andif we are able we
fhould go to them, that cannot or will net
‘eome to us , if they will but hear us,
- 18. Thofe that are Baptized in Infancy,
and there engaged to Godin the holy Co-
venant, thould with all poffible care and
diligence, be educated by the Parents, or
D3y any
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* with fpecial care and diligence overfee the

The Office of Chrifts Minifters
any that have the tuition of them, inthe
Nurture and admonition of the Lord, and
taught berimes to know the do&rine of the -
Golpel, and to believe in the Lord Jefus -
‘C_h'nﬁ,? and to Love God above all, and .
gh‘exr pqighbo_urls as themfelves, and o hate ..
iniquity, and live to God, and firft to feek
his Kingdom and righteoninefs ; To which
end Parents fhould Catechize their Chil-
dren, and daily be teaching them the word:
of God, and acquainting them with his fear
and holy worfhip. And minifters muft }

feveral families of their charge, and excite |
thé Parents to this neceﬁarw? auty. ex;g:g: |
glfo ﬂmo:’uld_ themfelves affilt them herein
and Catechize fuch youth (as well as all
others that are Ignorant ) ‘as oftenas they |
can 5 efpecially where Parents do neg- %
fe@it. | RN
- 19. AsInfants are by baptifm admitted
among the Infant-members of the Church,

pRes el

-wpon their Parents profeflion of Chriftiani--

ty, and dedicating them to God, fo muft
‘they perfonally make a profeffion of their :
ownfaith, and own their baptifial Cove-
.nan,t.-?a:njdl give up themfelves to God the
Father,Son and Holy Ghoft, before they are

:
i

‘,rtoﬁbe ad';nicned-: into the number and Com-

munion

. pear tobefo

4 fion, that is not fo :

" Church and way of God, and fo

more largely opened.

munion of the Adult members of the
Church ; Which profeffion is to be tryed
and approved of by the Paftors -of the

‘Church : And fo excellent a duty, to be

carefully,and ferioufly, and folemnly per-
formed, that the tranfition into the
ftate and communion of the Adult, may ap-
great and obfervable a thing,
as may excite allto an anfwerable care and
diligence, in preparation thereunto, and to
look after that faving faith and holinefs,
which they muft fo folemnly profefs. Ard

| Minifters fhould have a fpecial care, that.

they take nething for a credible profei-
and corrupt not the
letting in uncapable members,

Church by.

| that muft-eicher be caft ‘our again, to the

srievous esafperating . :them: againft the
to -the

apparent hazzard of their {ouls : or elle

muft live tingoverned in _their wickednefs,

to the préar diffionour- of God, and the
provocation of his wrath againft them and
the Charch. - - - o

20. For the publike worfhiping of God,
and our own Edification, the Paftors,
where there is opportunity,muft congregate
the people inafolemn Affembly in a con-
venient place and- time. And all that can

D4 mu
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muft ‘conflantly there attend, preferring

the publike worfhip of God before the
private : ‘much more before their world-
ly bufineffes, that are not of flat necefficy
to themfelves or others. R

“ ‘21, In thefe publike Affemblies it 1s

lawful for us to admit, even, Infidels
to be prefent, and fuch Catechumen’s as
are yet unfit to be.members of the Church,
and there to teach, reprove and ex-
hort them, and pray for them according
to their ftate : though we may net re.
ceive them to be membersof the Church,
nor admit them to our fpecial com-
sunion,” - ¢ -
-~ 22. Becaufe it is the holy Scriptures that
coritaine that: Gofpel of which ‘we are Mi-
tiifters’,*and becaufe the honour of Gods
lioly word is to'be preferved, and the people
to beinftrudted in it,and raught to know it ;
it is therefore -our duty in the folemn Af-

the Prophets were read every Sabbath day

portions being chofen, and order obferved;
as'the Paftors difcern to be moft for edifica-

£523. Qur publike preaching of the Go-
Pl LT - 1pel

L
y
in the. Synagogues of the Jews ) Such ’

": more bargly opened.

fpel fhould be from faith and holy expe-.
rience, with plainnefs, and perfpicuity, with
reverence and gravity, with convincing
evidence and aunthority, with fervent zeal,
and perfwading importunity, with the ten-
dereft love and melting compaflion, with
faithfulnefs , impartiality and prudence,
foiting both matter and manner to the
neceflity of the hearers, and with frequency
and unwearied patience, waiting on God
for the fuccefs. _ .

. 24. The Paftor is to lead, and the peo-
ple to confent and joynin heart in the pub-
i like prayers, and unammopﬂy to pour out
p their fouls:unto the Lord in penitent con-
feffion of fin, and fervent petition, and.
joyful thank(giving and praife: and this
according to the diretion of the holy Scri-
| ptures ; andefpecially of the Lords prayer:
i whichis the moft perfe&, comprehenfive:

RS,

€rs, S ) ‘ :

_ 25. Confeffion is to_be made, both of

L our own fin,and the fins of the Church and

4 Nation, of Magiftrates, Minifters and Peo-

) 4 : . . .

. ple: yer-fo asthat we turnitnotintoa

' reproaching and difhonouring of our fu-

- periours, or an abufing of mens perfons, by

venting our malice or diftempered paffions,
: or

| fummary; form and pattern of our pray-
femblies to read ‘the word of God to the ' R

people, ina known tongue; (as Mofesand

- 39
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or uncharitable cénfures againft them . we |
b

muft confels our original and a&ual fin:
The great corrupiion of our -hearts and
lives : our finful thoughts, affe@ions
wordsandations : our privative and po.’.
fitive fin: our omiffions and commiffions ;
our fecret and unknown fins in general,and
our known and open fins by name::. our
fins of ignorance, and fins againft know-
ledge : our fins before and fince converfion:

our fins a%aipﬁ: the Lord himfelf; confifting L
1n our unholinefs, ‘contrary to the firft ra-

ble ; and our unjuftice and uncharitable-
nefs againft our neighbour ; and-our folly
and injury againft our felves: The fins of
our relations, and of our more private life :
out {ins againft the light and law of nature .
and our fins  againft the Gofpet and grace
of a Redeemer : Againft the ourward

. means f’f Grace, and againft the inward
- motions of the Spirit , and -of .our confci-

€nces : againft mercies and judge )
againtt 'the examples of Chrift ard his for.

vants, - and the warning-falls of others, |

efpecizlly thofe fins by whicl we haye

dlﬁlOHOU»EEd God a’n}d’_()ur h‘ol',rp'rogeii‘;?)?ip.C
and have moft fcandalized, hardened or
tempted others » And all our confeflions
fhould proceed from true contrition and
hatred of the fin, 26. Our

more largly opened.
26. Our petitions muft be only for things,

 fagreeable to the revealed will of God : And
dprincipally for the hallowing of his name,
“jand the coming of his Kingdom, and the

doing of hiswill, in earth,as it isin heaven:
' And therefore we muft have compaffionate
thoughts of the dark and miferable parts of
the world, where by Heathenifm, Infideli-
'ty and Mahometanifm, the name of God
| is grievoufly difhonoured, and his Sove-
\raignty denied or rejeted, and Satans
 Kingdom doth prevail ; and where the will
{ of God is partly unknown, and partly will-

v g;full-y difobeyed : And our eye and heart

ymult be on the ftate of the univerfal
Church, that all this intereft of God-in-
Chrift, may be rhere preferved and ad-
' vanced. And.in order to thefe bleffed
! ends, we muft beg fuch neceffaries of our
&3 life, as the fupportation of our natures for
| thework of God requireth: And the for-
* givenefs of all our fins through Chrift
. (which yet we cannot expect to receive, if

5 we from our hearts forgive not others: )
E) Anda gratious prefervation from tempta-
1]

! tions, or the power of them, and fromSatan .

% and fin the greateft evils That fo'the holi-
* pefsof our hearts and lives may fhew that
\' we are the loyal fubjeds of the Kingdom of
}ﬂ S ~ our

4
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_magnifie his Soveraign power, and]

- Joyfulnefs of mind,

The ofﬁ?e of Chrifls Minifters

our Lord, and that we acknowled

people devoted to his glory.And all
muft beg in an humble fenfe of ou
unworthinefs, mifer
ciency to help our
of Chrift, inunde

y, neceflity and infuffi-
felves; and'in the name
rftanding and faith (and
therefore not in a tongue that we under-
ftand nor) and with fervency and unceffant
Importunity , as dire&ed , excited and

| firengthened by the Spirit of Chrift,

~ 27..0ur thankfgiving unto God muft
uot be like the pha
pride, or to make oftentation of things that
we never had, but in humility and holy

we muft declare our
thankfulnefs, for our Creation, Redempti-
on, Juflification and Reconciliation with

od, our Sancification, and all the parts
thereof, and hel

fpel and Minifter
prefervation and
thereby : for common and fpecial works of |
providence, for the
brethren or our felves - for mercies ordi-
fary or.excraordinary: {piritual or corpo-
ral: for prevention of evils, or removin

them: for the quality and degree, the fuita-
blenefs

and feafonablencss of all our mer-
cies,

Y ¢.and ' the plantation

sg

psthereunto : For the Go- k;

propagation of the Church !
good of the Church,our %‘

rifees, in hypocrifie and %

¢

!

‘more largely opened.

ies, with the reft of their aggravations:
i%i 222 ?[‘;)sécia“y for thofe that moft promote 025
this we § everlafting happinefs, and the publike goo
r great {and glory of the Lord.

. The matter of our holy praifes of the
Lozrg ﬂ’lfu& be his blefled and infinite Being
and I\)Iature, and all his Atcriburtes: his in-
finite Power, and Wifdom, and Goodnels :
his Truch, and Holinefs, and Love: hisab-
folute Dominion, his Soveraignty, and Fa-
therly benignity : his Juftice and his Mercy:
even asthey are revealed in the works of
the Creation, andin the glafs of the holy.
Scripture, and in the perfon of Jefus Chrift,
and in the Image of God upon his Saints &
And all thefe his works alfo muft be praife
in fubferviency to hispraife. And becz_xqi;c
it is a moft high and excellent duty to prai ei
the Lord, we muft ftrive todo 1t with al
the faith, and reverence, qnd admiration,
and love, and delight, and joy, and cge;r.—
fulnefsthat poffibly we canattain : and this
with conftancy as our daily work, with our
eye on heaven, where we fhall do it in per-

L fe&ion to all eternity.

: i ~ 1ld be

. As the holy Scriptures fhou
re:dgin.'a tongue that the people und_er-f
ftand, fo fhould the pureft exactelt tranfla-

. tion'ofthem be ufed chat canbe'had : And

though

P
b
1
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though it be not of abfolute neceffity to the
communion or peace of the Churches yet
it is to be defired and endeavoured , that all
neighbour Churches that are of one lan-
guage do all agree in the ufe of that one
tranflation. ‘

30. Though in cafes of neceffity the Go.
Ipel may be publikely expounded and ap-
plied by the reading of the Expofitions and
Sermons of ochers, yet as it is meet that che
Preachers of the Gofpel be able to perform

- this work themfelves, by the abilities given
them from God, in thé ufe of jult anded;..
fying means; foit ismeer thar by diligent
ftudying,
abilities be improved ; and thac from this
holy and fpiricual treafure within them, the

Mnifters of Chrift do draw forth found |
pertinent lively App hcar‘x "l as are produced by that holy knowledge,
faith, admiracion, love and delight, with

|

Explication,with
on of the truth.

- 31. Soalfointhe pub]ike prayers,though

. wore largely opened.
God in fuch found and meet expreflions, as
fhall either prefently,. or by the means of
their preparations, proceed from the fenfe
of the matter of their prayers, excited and
drawn forth by the affiftance of the Spirit
of Chrift. But whether any particular Pa-
flor fhould ufe a flinted form of words
impofed by others, or invented by himfelf,
or whether he fhall pray without fuch ftint-
ed forms, or both, by turns, isa point tobe
determined according to his own abilities,
and the ftate of his flock, and other ac-

meditation and prayer; thefe

cidents : but it isnot to be made a matter
of fuchneceflity init felf, as tolay the uniry
or peace of the Churches, or the liberry of
the Paftors and Worfhippers of Chridt up-
nit. -

° 32. The P#blike Praifes of God muft
be exprefled by the Pattor sz [uch words

it be lawful (init felf ) toread the words of ' which his foul fhould be p offefled that s fo

prayer prefcribed us by others, yeras alf |

Miniftersfhould be able to ‘pray themfelves
from the knowledge and feeling of theis

own and the peoples wants, fo it is meet

* that their graces and-holy abilities be ordi=

narily exercifed-in fuch prayer, and chat
they be not refirained from fpeaking o
- : God

nigh to God ; andalfo by the recitation of

3y facred Pfalms and Hymns, and by the

% fouls in the exercife of that holy alacrity

cheerfull finging of fuch by the Church :
wherein the ?nelody mutft be fplrltpally, and
not carnally ufed: for theaflifting of our

t

| and joy thatisrequired in fo high awerk,

and

4y




46  The Ofﬁcé of Chrifts Minifters

and not to draw off our minds from the
matter, nor to ftop.at the pleafing of our
ears. Such Pfalmsalfo may be recited ot

- fung, as contain matter of confeffion of fin,

petttion, thankfgiving;and fuch narratives
astend to praife.

- 33. The form of words to be faid and
fung, muft be taken efpecially out of the
holy Scriptures: to which ufe we have the
Plalms of Dawid and other Hymns : And
alfo we may ufe fuch as have been or fhall be
compofed by wife and holy men, agreeable
to the do&rine of the Seripture, and fuited
to'the Gofpel frame of worfhip,and as far.as
may be, even in Scripture phrafe, And

though it be not meet to infift upona con-

cord in leffer things, when it cannot be ar-
tained without the violation of concord in

greater things ; yetisit muchto be defired

and endeavoured -thatall the Churches of
the fame language (efpecially that are near
and in the fame dominions ) thould agreein

. ufing the fame Pfalmsand Hymns for mat- | Conibocration of the Brcad. and Wine.

ter and meeter ; and that the verfion fo

agreed on, be the beft that they can

have. )

" 34. The Eucharift or Supper of the Lord
-is [a holy Sacrament inftituted by Chrift,
~wherein bread and wine being firft by con-

fecration

\

L

- smbre }la}gél;p pened.

fectation made Sacramentally or-reprefen-

41

‘tatively the Bodyand Blood of Chrift, they.:--

are ufed by breaKing and pouring out, to

reprefent and commemorate the facrifice of
Chrifts Body and Blood upon the. Crofs, s
once offered up to God for fin: andare
given in the name:of Chrift iinto the.

Church, to fignifie and folemnize the re-:.

newal of bis holy Covenant with them, and -
fealing it unto them,:and the giving of hnmc
félf to them to-expiate their fins by his fa-

crifice; and fan&ifie thenr further by his.

Spirit, and confirm their right to everlaft-:
“and they are received, edtenand
drunk by the Church, to-profefs that .they .

‘ willingly receive Chrift himfelf to the ends

ing life:

aforefaid, (their Juflification, Santification = -

-and Glorification) and to fignifie and for

containeth in it thefe three parts. 1..The

2. The Reprefentation and Commemora-
tion of the Sacrifice of Chrift,

The Confecration hath chief refpect unte

35. The Sacrament of tl-iheLo'rds Sﬂf)'pex: :

3. And the
giving to, dnd participation by the Church. -

‘God the Father + the Repreféntdtion gndj

lemnize the renewal of their CoVeh’égn_; wu:h s
him, and their:holy Communion with him,
. and with otie-another. J
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Commiemoratios to the Son as facrificed ;
-and the Giving and Paiticipation, to the
applying operations of the Holy Ghoft.

Asit muftfirft be the Body and Blood of

Chrift beforeit be facrificed, and firft offer-
ed:in facrifice to God, before itis offered-
for nourifhment and falvation unto men

fo isitin the order of Sacramental reprefen-

tation. L -

36. The Confecration is:berformed by

the Churches offering up the Creatures of |

Bread-and Wine to God to be accepted to

thisholy ufe: and by Gods acceprance of |

them,as dedjcated thereunto. The Churches
dedication is exprefled. by the prefent a&i-
on, and Gods acceptance is expreffed by his °
command and promife, andthe minifterial
aeception and benedi&®ion. The Minifter
in.this action is the agent of the people in
offering or dedicating thefe crearures unto
God, and he is Gods Agent or Minifter in
receiving and bleffing them. - -

: 37.. 1nthis dedication of the Bread and |
Winéto God to be the confecrated matter

. of the commemorative reprefentative fa-
crifice, the Church acknowledgeth the.

three grand relations of God to his people.

' 1..We acknowledge him theCreator and

Owner of all'.the Creatures, 2, We ac-

o

~ [ oo A knOW"). :

more largely opened,

knowledge him our Righteous Soverdign
Ruler, vvgbofé Law we baveoffended, and
who hath recéived the attonement, and
whofe Laws we' do herein obey. And,

3. We acknowléjci%e him our Father, of
“Ibourteous benefadtor , by whom we are
 fuftained, and whofe love we have forfeited,
 and with whom- we defire by Chrift to be
freconcifed. s R
38. This confectation. maketh not ché
i Bréad to be rio Bread, or the Wine tobe no
k loriger Wine; nor doth it make any addition
to, or change upon the glorified real Body,

| of Chrift; bur it maketh theBread te be.

¥ Sacramentally Chrifts Body ; and the Wine
to beSacramentally his Blood ;- thatis re-
f prefentatively : asan Ator ina Tragedyis
| the: perfon’ whom he reprefenteth < or as

K

W in Inveflitures, a fword is the honour of

¥ Knighthood; or a keyis the houfe, or a'twig
¢ or curf is thefand>
" 39, Becaufe Chrift was tto_b‘,e: u}yiﬁ_blg to
us, and the heavens muft receive hifii till the
Mreftoration of all things, therefore as he
% hath fent his Spirit withifi tobe l};‘s Ageiit
| inhis members ;, fo hath’ liedppointed” his
- Ordinances without; and@fpegally _th;§‘y§~
fible folemn Reprefentation and: Corimé-
moration of his faérifice; thatour faich
o E2 might

49



\50

- -fenting his voluntary offering up himfelf}

SR g

i the is the Agent of the people; “in that partj,

- thankfulnefs for him, and dependance on

- Andis glorified with the Father, and being |

T he Officeof Chrifts Minifters : L
might hereby be helped and our fouls might}, - more largely opened.
be raifed to fuch apprehenfions of his loyegPecome the perfe& head and treafure of the
and tlie mercy of our Redemption, as if we} Church, hathinhis Teftament or new Co-
had even feen him crucified before our eyes {venant made a free gift of himfelf and life
and this ll his glorious . return W%leﬁ toall that will receive him as heis offered ;
we fhall enjoy him vifibly in his gk;rx ““*"1and he hath appointed his Minifters not on-

~40. AsChriftin his Interceffion, 25 our ly to proclaim this gift unto the world, but

high Prieft inthe heavens, procureth andf alfo in his name to deliver it to the'ChurCh :
~conveyeth his benefits of falvation upon thel Anditis a great encouragement and com-

account of his facrifice once offered on thef {0t to Believers, that it is a Minifter or
Crofs; {0 doth the Church in this Com-J 280t of Chfift himfelf, that by his com-
memoration, prefent him unte God. thek mand, and in his name dothfay to them
Father, as the facrificed Lamb, in whomf{[12Ke Y€, €atye, this is my Body which is
they profefs themfelves to believe, and by Proken for you.] And [ this is my Blood of
_‘w_l.hom alone they expe&® falvation, and a]yl ! the New Teftament, which is fhedfor you,
the bleffings tending theteunto, > 77" Pdrink yeall ofit J; Chrift himdelf with his
. 4I. In thisCommemoration the Min;-§ f2ving benefits , being herewith as truly
fler is chiefly the Agent of Chrift, in repre- b offered to their faith, as the figns and re-
; h i u -1 prefentatiors are offered to theis handsand
unto the Father in facrifice for fin: Andd Mouths. Though itbe fiill but (confecrat-
> “in tl ed) bread and wine that deth reprefent, yet
of the,(}ommtmoration, in which they pro.} is it the very Body dnd Blood of Chrift that
fefs their Believing ina crucified Chrift, ang| i reprefented ; and Chrift himfelf as the

‘himastheir hope. - a
.- 42, Jefus Chrift having finithed thaf ment, that is truly given us, and received
Work of Redemption, which he was to do%:g by us. |
‘on earth, in the days of his fiéh, afcendedf = 43- It is therefore unmeet for any buta

.. T +¥ 44 : : laWﬁﬂ. Miniﬁer Of Chn&,’ WhOlS authorxzed

hereunto, to adminifier this holy Sacra-
E 3 ment :

2

" Head of the Church, and fountain of our -
) renewed life, and as our fpiritual nourifh-
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“they are the Agents of Chrift for the delive-
_that we may come preparedly with repen-f

L fpeakable love of God in Chiift hath drawn

dience to God, in patient hope of the com-
ing of Chrift, and of the everlafting King-

- The Qfﬁé_e-.af Chrifts Mz’m'jlers | l
0

ment: both becaufe no othet are called ¢
itin the-holy Scripture, nor can fhew any
warrant for fuch an undertaking ; and be-
caufe it is.very injurious-to the comfort of
the Church, when they know not that the
perfon hath any authority to deliver them
fo greara mercy from the Lord, nor whe.
ther Chrift will own his miniftration, - -

44, The Minifters muft partake of this
holy Sacrament with the Church : not as

ry ofic, but as they themfelves are his Difci.
ples and members of the Chruch. - -

~ 45. Before the receiving of this holy
Sacrament we ought to examineour felves,

tance forall known fin, and faith in Chrift, §
and an huinble feeling .of our own neceffi- &
ties, and a thankful fenfe of the love of God a
exprefled in our redemption by Chrift, and
a hungring and rthirfling after him and his Ei
righteoufnefs, and with an unfeigned love
unco our brethren, and a high eftimation of
the union and communion of ‘the Saints, >)
and with a refolution to walk in’ hely obe- !

dom, - where we fhall be perfedly in him |:

united s which holy affe@ions arealfo to |

|

- more largely opencd. ‘

xercifed in the time of our Communion
ib: :lfigrstzgramen;, and afterwards upon the
review of what we have here received aqd
do:‘es.' The Word and Prayer muk be joyn-
ed with the Sacrament. The nature anfi
ufe of it muft be opend, and the people fe;,—
cited to the exercife of the duties b_edore
mentioned. Sin muft be confeﬂed anf lﬁe
mented, and mercy implored,and tharkaG u dy
acknowledged , and the goodme,fsk 0 ¢ od,
efpecially manifefted in the wor &o dou):
Redemption, muit with the greatelt a m}n
ration, alacrity and joy thatwe ({ax;] aruain
to, be magnified and praifed , till chis un

rtsin fervent love tohimagain.
&lgdoﬁr;‘ﬁ? be moft fuitable to thl; ?ucfhan
viftical Ordinance, that the Churc 3 }ng
fome Pfalm or Hymn of praife to God, for
the mercies of our Redemption.

47. Thofeare to be invited to the Sup-

ave flary

er of the Lord that have thefe necefiary
gualiﬁcations, in fome degree, and thereft
to be acquainted with the danger of eatmlg
and drinking unworthily. Thofe only

‘ le of the
~ are to be admitted to the Tab
. Lord that have the ufe of reafon, and

can examine themfelves, and are members

Egq4 - of

33
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of the Church; and have made a perfonal | for many for the remiffion of fins; drink

| yeallof it in remembrance of him. ]

and are not juftly,for herefie or any fcanda- § - 49. Asit is not unmeet for the Church

credible profeflion of faith and holinefs,

lous{in, removed from
with the Church.:

prefent communion

+*48. The ufing or notufing of formsof | and of holy obedience, to manifeft their

prayer in the adminiftrationof this Sacra- |

“fent, is to be determined of, as aforefaid | doctrine itis that we gx(fcr'nlzile tfo 'll;ltogffsi;
in the other parts of worfhip, according to _and to preferye it in the I[?m s gaatifm oie
the differentabilities of ‘Minifters, and ftate | it.more efpecially meet, that at Baptil

of the feveral congregations, and otherac- | the Lords Supper, when we;;\re folzmﬂliy
cidents that thonld weigh in fuch indifferent | to renew our Covenant with the Lord, the
things. ‘But as in the Adminiftration of
Baptifm, it is ordinarily meeteft and moft !

fafe, to ufe.the exprefs form of words |

which Chrift hathdire®ed usto, and the

in thename of the Father, Son and Holy
Ghott]: fo in the Adminiftration of the
Sacramentof the Lords Supper, it is fafeft
and mecteflt that we ufe the words that
Chrift byhis example hath dire@ed us to
ufe. © As Matth.26.26, 27,28, Luk, 22.
19,20. I Cor: 11.24,25. viz. [Takeye,
eatye, this is my Body which is broken for
you, this‘do in remembrance of me] and
[ This- is the Blood. of Chrift, even of the
New Teftament (or this is the New Tefta*
ment in the Blood of Chrift) which is{hfed-
[T S . RN ) . (0} ¢

\,

more largly opened. .

at other times when they aﬁ'embl.e,_to ma.ke
a folemn profeffion of the Chriftian faith

conftancy therein , and to declare what

Covenanters do renew this folemn Profefii-

d on: To whichend it is moft fafe to make

ufe of the ancient forms of Confeffion,

| called, The Apoftles Creed,and the Nicene
Church hath fiill ufed, viz. [IBaptize thee §

Creed; and alfo to recite the TenCom-
mandments, with a profeflion of our con-
fent to the terms of the Covenant with God
thie Facher, Son and Holy Ghoft. To which
if we.(at left fometimes ) adjoyn fome fuller
Explication of the Creed and Decalogue
(fuch as is our Profeffion here before fet
down) it will not be unprofitable or un-
meet. Andin fuch manner it mayallbe
managed; and fuch figns orexprefiions of
confent required, as the Paftors fhall judge
meet for the attainment of the defired ends,
with liberty for fuch variations, as are

: neceffary
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neceffary to prevenc a dead formality.
50. At the difmiffion of the Affembly,
it is meet that the Paftor do folemnly blefs
them in the name of Chrift, to which hejs
authorized as an a® of his Minifterial
Office.

o,

5 1. Deaconsare Church-Officers infti-
tuted by the Holy Ghoft to be ferviceable
to the Paftorsand the Church, by the diftri-

bution of the Creatures dedicated to the {
Church-Communion, and taking care for |

the fupplying of the neceffities of the
- poor, out of the contributions or ftock of }

the Church,

§2. Thefirlt day of the week isappoint- {
ed or feparated by the Holy Ghoft for the

holy Affemblies and publike worfhip of the :

Church and cther holy exercifes ; and is }
herein to be improved to the honour of ¥
God, and the edification of our felves and |

others: and all other imployments are
therein to be avoided that any way hinder ;

the holy duties of the day; except fuchas

|
i

become a greater duty, upon the account of |
Piety, Juftice or Mercy. That fome ftated
. time

|
{

more largely opened.

cime be feparated to the publike fervice of
God and the benefit of our fouls, isa thing
that the law of Nature doth command |
that this ftated time fhould be at leaft one
.day in feven, the reafon and equity (at
leaft ) of the fourth Commandment doth
acquaint us : that this day fhould be every
firft day of the week, the Holy Ghott in the
New Teftament hath revealed tous; ac.
quainting us with Chrifts rifing on thac
day (which laid the foundation of the
change ) and of the Afflembling of - his Difci-
ples on that day, and his owning their
Affembly by his appearing to them, and
“teaching them, and blefling them, and
giving them their commiffion and the Hol

Ghott, #0b.20.19,t024. The fame they
did the next firft day, where he again ap-
peared and owned cheir- Affembly, and re-

- vealed himfelf unto them, Fob. 20. 26,27,

And that this was the pra&ice of the Apo-
ftlesand the Primitive Chriftian Churches
dire&ted by them, appeareth A.20.7,8.
ICur. 16, 1,2. fo that it was called the
Lords Day, as thelaft day beforewas called
‘the Sabbath, Rev.1.10. And to putusout
ofall doubt of the matter of fa&, and con-
fequently of the meaning of thefe texts of
Scripture 5 the certain Tradition and moft

: ' Concor-
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Concordant hiftory of the Church affureth
us, that ever fince the daysof the Apoftles,
the univerfal Church in all parts of the
world, hath conftantly obferved the Lords
Day in“Commemoration of the Refurre-
“&ion of Chrift: whichitis not poffible that

they could have done, without contradi-
&ion and rebukes from the Apoftles them-
felves or fome of the Churches ‘which they
planted, if it had not been a certain truth.
Thofe therefore that will be againft the
holy obfervation of the Lords Day, muft

either impudently deny the Teftimony of '

all Church Hiftory and Tradition, which
withone confent affure us that it 'wasob.
ferved univerfally in the Chriftian
Churches from the Apoftles daies, as a
thing by them eftablifhed and pradifed,
or elfe they muft tmagine ‘thar -all the
difperfed Churches through the world
confpired in the teaching and practifing

of fuch an error without any known re- -

buke, wherein it had been moft eafie for any
to have convicted them to be flanderers of

the Apottles, or the Ages that were before .
them. Having therefore fo muchin Na-

ture, inthe fourth Commandment | in the
New Teftament, and the Do&rine and

 Practice of the univerfal Church, for our

holy

i B
“more largely opened.

holy obfervation of this day; it ill befeems
any Chriftian to forfakeall or any of thefe,
and think now in'the end of the world to

find out the certain pradice of the Apo-

ftles, better thenall the Churches which
they planted. . - . . |
. §3. Seeing the Lords Day is purpofely

_ fet apart for the celebrating of the memori-

all ofthe Refurre®ion of Chrift, and fo of

" the work of our Redemption (asthe Sab-
‘bath was for the Commemorating of the

work of Creation) , the work of the day.
muft be very much Euchariftical, and the
Church fhounld be taken up in the thankful

59

admiration of the myfterie and mercy of .

our Redemption, and in the affeGionate
praifes of the Lord our Redeemer, and an
afpiring after the everlafting Reft,which he
hath purchafvd and promifed,and prepared
for us with himfelf. . . :

4. Minifters muft not only perform the

publike worfhip of God upon this day, but .

alfo exhort the people to improve the
reft of it in private, by prayer,and medita-
tion, and holy conference, and callingto
‘mind the Word which they have heard ,
efpecially the Parents and Mafters of fami-
ties, who muft inftru& their children and
fervants, and watch.oyer them,and re{’cflam

‘ e them
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- them from the violation of the day, and

call them to an account of the do@&rine

they have heard, -and the duties to be per-

formed,

mare largely opé#ed-.

traordinary mercies , the Church having

55. Itisfawful,and a duty on other dajes [ Paftors thould flir them up to the livelyeft

alfo, according to our neceffities and op-
portunities, to Redeem fome time for the
publike worfhip of God. And whenever
the Paftors fhall call the Church together,
to hear theWord,or perform holy worthip,
it is the peoples duty obediently and"gladfy
toattend, if greater duties do not prohibit
them. = S

§6. When great afffitions lic upon the
Church, or any ufeful members of it, or
when any great fins have: been commicted
among them, itis meet that in publike by
fafting and prayer we humble our felves

before the Lord “for the averting of his

difpleafure. And on fuch - occafions it s
the Paftors dury to confefs' tiis own and the

- peoples fins, with penitence and tendernefs

of heart, and By his do@rine and exhorta-

tion to-endeavour effedtunally to bring the

people to the fight and fenfe of their fin;and.

the deferts of it, and"to a firm refoltition
of better obedience * for the time to’
come ; being importunate “with God in
Prayer for pardon and'renewed Grace:”
DR ’ 57. Upon

fenfe of the greatnefs of cheir mercies, and
lead them in a joyful celebration of the

| praifes of their bountiful benefador, And it

islawful on thefe daies to exprefs our joy

| in feafting and outward figns of mirth

provided that they be moderately and
fpiritually ufed, and not to gratifie our fen-

\ Humiliation and other feafons we muft not

'} forget.) |

§8. Itisnotunlawful or unmeet to keep
an anniverfary commemoration of fome
great and notable mercies. to the Church,
the memory whereof fhould be tranfmitted

{ topofterity. .

- §9. Inall the modes and circumftances of

worfhip which God himfelf hath left unde-

, termined, all Chriftians muft take heed of

'~ making unneceffary.things to be neceffary,
and laying the unity’ and peace of the
Church on things indifferent, and laying
fnares for the confciences of others ; but
muft deave much to the prudence of the

| o particular

57. upon the receipt of any notable ex-

opportunity, fhould Affemble for publike
Thank{giving unto God : wherein the

fual defires ; and that we relieve the poor —
% in their neceffities (which alfo on daies of

éx
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particufar Paftors that are upon the place;
to whom. it belengs: to: fit fuch circum-

~ ftantials- to, their: peoples ftate; and the
Churches in fuch things wherein they may |

fafely differ, muft beleft to their liberty :

 Long and fad experience having taught us,
that the violent fmpofing of unneceffary j -

things, is thé engine of the Devil totear the
Church, - R

. 60. The marriage of: Chriftians beinga
work of ‘grear concernment to themfelves;
and meet t be publikely - performed; and

accordingly:-to be fancified by the Word
and Prayer. y.-it is convenient that it be’
folemnized by-the Minifter, or at leaft chat
‘he counfelland exhort them,and pray fora |
blefling' on them: being firft fufficiently | Truth, confuting gainfayers and feducers;
fatisfied of their capaciry and neceffary pre- § infiru®ing the Tgnorant, exciting the neg-
parations. - . Herein he 18:t0 acquaint them. §
with the Inflicution; Nature and Ends of § forting the afflited, confirming the weak,
their Relations; and the duties feverally |
and joyntly by thém to be performed ; and § and feandalous, and direing all ascor
the difficulries and temptations to be ex- - |;
pected and provided for. : Efpecially they
are t0 bedireed. to live togetherin holi- f
nefs,as the heirs of life,; and to be very care- |
full and ‘diligent in the ‘holy educationof |
their childfen, and governing. their families.

for theLord ; and toufe the world as not
B ~ abufing

more largely opened,

- abufing it, remembring their approaching

feparation by death. - And -he is to fee
that they folemnly enter into the Ma-
trimonial Covenaat, engaging themfelves

to conjugal fidelity to each other, until they

are feparated by death,

e

.61, The Paftors of the Churches muft
not only Teach the people, and guide
them in the publike worfhip: butalfo muft
faithfully Overfee them in private, endea-
vouring to know and watch over each mem.

. ber of their flock, preferving them from he-

refies, errours, and divifions : defending tke

ligent ; encouraging the defpondent ; com-

rebuking and admonifhing the difordcr?
ing to their needs, in the matters of their
Salvation, And the people in fuch needs
fhould have ordinary recourfe to them, as
the Officers of Chrift, for guidanee and re-
folution of their doubts, and for affiftance
in making their Salvation fure, and pro-
curing, maintaining or reftoring the peace

F - of
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of their confciences, and fpiritual confola;
tioh, c

" 62. Thofe perfons that are known te

commit any grofs and fcandalous fin,
Thould firft by private reproofand admoni-
tion (unlefs where the notorioufnefs and
heinoufnefs of the crime doth prefently call
for publike reproof) be called to Repen-
tance: And if they hear not the Repro-

- vers, of willtiot Reform, the Church muft

be told of it ; and therein it is moft conve-
nient, that the Paftors be firlt acquainred
with the café (to avoid conténtion and
confufion, ) before it be brought into the
publike affembly : And to that end it is
convenient that there be ftated meetings
where the Paftorsand fome chofen members
of the-Church; "( not as ‘Officers, but the
Deputies ot Truftees of the reft) fhould
in their feveral capacities tike cognizance
of fuch offences ; that fo a unity and full
correfpondence may be held between the
Paftors and the flock, and all things may be
done advifedly, orderly, and concordant-

ly : but where this cannet well be done, the

Paftor or Paftorsmuftdo their work with-
outtt,” T

" 63. Thofe perfons that by more private

means will not be brought to neceffary
o o - Repentance

more largely opencd,

Repentance and Reformation, muft by the
Paltor be publikely reproved and admo-
nifhed before the Church,and there called
to Repentance by the opening of their fin,
and the judgements of the Lord, and plead-
ing with them thofe Gofpel mercies and
motives that fhould melt them into contri.
tion. Andif the fuccefls do not appear, it
is ordinarily meet that the Church fhould
joyn in prayer for the offender, that God
would give him repentance unto life.

64. If after fufficient waiting in the ufe

of thefe means, the offendor thll remain

| impenitent, it is the duty of the Church to
Areje him out of their communion., Where-
inche Paftors muft compaflionately declare
his offence and his Impenitency, and the
¢ Judgements that God hath threatned to
f {uch, and the Laws of Chrift commanding

'the Church to put fuch from among them,

 and avoid them, and have no company with
i tyem, that they may be afhamed, or to take

!

zg)thém as Heathen men or Publicans :

¢ and
ymuft accordingly declare the perfon offend-
*ing to be unmeet for Chriftian Communion,

hand charge the people to avoid him, and

‘have no fellowfhip.with him, and himfelf
 to forbear the Communion of Chriftians,

binding him over to anfwer it at the bar of
| Chrift.

F2
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Chrift. Which fentence muft be accord- | pentanceis r.ade (whether voluntarily by

ingly executed by the Paftors, in refufing { the Converted, or upon the Churches ad-
him the Ordinances proper to the Church, | monition by the fcandalous, or after ex-
and by the people in an’ldm_g familiari- ) communication ) itis the duty of the pa-
ty ang communion with him, ull he bere- | frors to declare fuch Penitentsin the name
ﬁored_ apon his Repent.ance. ' 1 of Chriftto be pardoned and ablolved;and
- 65. Tt muft be a credible Profeffion of Re- | Miniftetially to give them this Mercy from
pentance only that muft be accepred by the | .theLord;in ¢afe their Repentance be fin-
Church cither for the preventing of fuch |' eere as they profefs : And if the perfon
a rejeGion, or for reftoring the rejected. f were excommunicate, itis the duty of the
And ufualiy when the cafe is heinous and | paftor to declare him again meer for the
® notorious,or the Cb“fd‘ hath had the pub- Communion of the Church,and require the
like cognizance of it, they muft alfo have | Churchto receive him with jOV. as a return-
publike notice of thg penitence of the offen- ing finniet; and notto reproach him with
dor , who fhould with remorfe of confciéace .} hisfalls; but to forgive him;as Chrift for-
and true contrition confefs his fin before the | giveth him - all which they are accardingly
Congregation, and heartily lament it, and § ’ '

¥ to perform ; and the Penitent with Joy.to

crave the prayers of the Church to God for | receive hisabfolution; and to returnto the

pardon and reconciliation through Chrift, 8 Communion of the Church, and to a

and alfo crave an “Abfolution by the Mini- i more holy ¢arcful obedient life.
fer; and a reftoration into the eommunion |

of the Church:But becaufe it muchdepend- i breakirig, have forfeited the Credit of their
eth on circamftances of the cafe whether |

€t : t | words, the Church muft have teftimony of

. the Confeffion fhould be pubh_k_e' or pri~y ghe Ta&’ual Reformation of fuch perfons, be-
yate, or in'what manrier made, it is there-§ fore they can receive their profeffions and
fere to be much left to the Prudence of the|j

' , €}l promifes as éredible any more. Thongh
Paftors, whom the people in fuch cafesarey yet there is fo great difference here in per-
commanded to obey. :

k (U fons and offences, that the particular cafes
© 66. When.acredible Profeffion of Re-| muft be-much left to the prudence of the
L ' - pentarice T F3 Paftors

—

. 67. 'When any by frequent Covenant-




~ fonsand the whole cafe.

. Paftors that are prefent, and know the per-

- 68. So greatis the neceffity of the fick,
and fo feafonable and advantagious the
opportunity, that Minifters fhould not reg-
ligently omit them butin Love and tender-
nefs inftru& them, according to their feve-

- ral conditions : endeavouring the Conver-

fion of the ungodly, and the ftrengthening
of the weak, and comforting fuchas need
Confolation ; direting them how toim-
prove their affliGion ; and helping them
to be truly fenfible of the evil of fin, the
mifcarriages and negligences of their lives

the vanity of the world ; the neceffity and

fufficiency of Chrift, and the certainty and
excellency of the everlafting Glory & Pet-
fwading them to a pious, juftand charitable
difpofal of their worldly eftate ; ahd to

forgive fuch as have wronged them, and to |

be reconciled to thofe with whom they have

been at variance; and believingly to hope |,

for that life with Chrift, which he hath pro-
mifed to all thatarefan@ified by his Spirit,
and comfortably to‘’commit their fouls ro

their Redeemer,and quietly reftin the Will, |

and Love, and Promifes of God ; Refolving
if Godfhould recover them to health, to
Redeemtheir time, and live asa people de-

voted | -

more largely opened; B
voted tohis Glory. It is meet alfo thar
the Paftors pray for the fick, both privately
and publikely when it is defired and thought -.

1€, : - : o
} 69. The Buriat of Chriftians fhould be

decent and honourable; and though it be
a thing iadifferent in it felf; whether Ex-
“hortations, Funeral Sermons or Prayers be
then ufed, yet becaufe the feafonis very
advantagious for mens reeeption of holy
inftruions; it is convenient ( at leaft when
defired ) thac the Minifter do take that
feafon as often as he can,, to mind people

w0

of their mortality, and the neceflity of a
fpeedy preparation for cheir ¢hange : fo
pradently managing all his Exhortations
and Prayers, thac the due end may beat-
tained, and che abufe prevented as far as
may bec - ST ) o
. 70. The lives of Chrifts Minifters fhould
be conformable to their holy do&rine : and
fo exemplary in Innecency,Love, Humility,
Meeknefs,Patience, Contempt of the world,
crucifying the defires of the fleth, and in
a zealous heavenly converfation,andin all
works of Piety, Juftice and Charity, within
their power that the mouths of the eneries
may be flopped, and the people may learn;
and be convinced and dircgc‘d; even . by
¥ 4 then'
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The Office of Chrifs Minifters -

their holy examples, and our felyes may bé

. faved, and the Chriftian Church and do-

ting the Truths and

€trine may be honoured, to the glory of the -

Holy Ghott and of our Redeemer, and our

- heéavenly Father.

m—

—

| .'71. As we have all one God, one Chrift, |

one Spirit;one Faith,and Hope, and Love,
-oneCovenant,and one Catholike Church,fo
{hould the Communion of Saints extend a
far as their capacity and opportunities will
allow. And as particular perfons muft
Aflociate for perfonal Communion in pub-
like worthip, fo particular Churches fhorld
affociate for fuch Brotherly correfpondency

and communion, as they are capable of, and

their needs require; That by communics-
Mercies which they
have received, and advifing together, and
by a brotherly collation of their apprehen:
fions, and improvement of their feveral

gifts, the unity of the Churches may bepre. |
ferved, and difeords and uncharitablenefs

may -be avoided , and the beauty and
firengeh of the Churches maintained. And
therefore the Paftors of the neighbour
Churches('not excluding others that are fir )
fhould meet as frequently, and at fuchwimes
' and

“more largely opened.

and places, as the ends and works of the |

Affociation do require.

72. Intothefe Affociations fuch paftors
and Churches fheuld be received thar make
a credible Profeffion of Faich and Holinefs,

and no other : And they that are Hereticks, -

or of fcandalous ungodly lives, muft after
a firlt and fecond admonition, if they re-
main impenitent, - be reje®ted and dif-
owned by the Faithful Paftors and Chur-
ches. o

73. Where the fixing of a flated Prefi-
dent in each of thefe Affociationsisrequifite
for the peace and edification of the Bre-
thren, it may wellbe yielded to : buc how-
ever a fpecial care muft be had to prevent
contentions and divifions : and therefore
perverfe difputings muft be fuppreffed ; and

proud, felf-cenceited, domineering perfons,;

and fuch as are of fiery, turbulent, conten-
tious fpirits, and alfo fubtile hereticks and
dividers, muft be wagched againft as the
plagué of the Churches, and all poffible
charity; humility, meeknefs, felf-denyal,
and zeal for holy concord, muft be exer-
cifed. |

74. Thofethat through diftance or im-
pediments cannot, or through miftakes or
peevithnels will not joyn infuch ftaced bro-
7 - therly

7¢

s v+




73

The office of Chrifls Minifters
therly Afforiations and Affemblies, are yet
to be allowed the due eftimation and affeéti-
onof Brethren, and fo much Communion as
ara diftance'they are capable of, if they do
but agree with us in a found profeffion of
the faith,and a holy converfation,and Mini.

fterial fidelity inthe main : but yet we muft -

difown the fin of their dividing, or negle,
and as we have opportimiry teftifie againft
it. _ } T

75- Thefe Churches that cannot hold lo-
cal Communion with one another through
differences that deftroy not the Effentials
of Chriftianity, thould yet maintain a dear
and teader Chriftian Love to one another,

and profefs their owning each other as

Chriftians, and Churches of Jefus Chrift;
and fhould agree together upon certain
jultand equal Rules for the management
-of their unavoidable differences; fo as may
lealt prejudice charity and common good,
and leaft harden the dngodly, or grieve the
weak, or difhonour God, or hinder the
fuccefs of Common, great and neceffary
Truthsupon the fouls of men ; contriving
and amicably promoting the Caufe of Chri>
ftianicy, apd every part of it;in which they

‘areagreed ; and fhould open their difagree-

mentstoche peopleaslittleasthey can,
" ' 76. In

whore largly opemed.
76. In cafes of tolerable difference, ds
Minifters and People muft maintain a fpecial
holy Love, and Communionas far as their

- differences will admit; fo muft they defire

the well-fare and the Peace of one another,
and not ftir up batred or perfecution,againft
each other, by odious nick-names; or ex-

afperating the Magiftrate or people againft

diffenicers ; but fhould confent to the
Liberty of each other, and help to take off
unjuft hatred,and to hinderall unmercifui
violence or rigor againft one another, And
all of us fhould watch againft and abhor that

proud, felf-conceited, domineering difpofi-
- tion that would make us cenforious, malici-

ous, or cruel againft the weakeft fervantsof
theLord:

77. Yetmuft we not under pretence of
Charity, confent to any fuch noxious Liber-
ty, as plainly tendeth to the wrongof
the Church, and the poyfoning of thre fouls
of others ; nor yet muft we confent to the
errours of the beft. Though we are not
the judges of the fecrets of mens hearts, nor

_may not deal uncharitably with any, yer

mult not heretical felf-vonceited perfons
be tolerated in the obftinate difperfing of
their errours;to the deftru&ion or danger
of mens fouls, norto reproach and fpeak

againft

73
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‘againft che weighty neceffary truths of
God : Nor fhould any be rolerated to

kindle the flimes of uncharitablenefs and -
contentions in the Churches, by railing, re- -

proachful language again{t the tolerable dif-
fenters+ But a healing; merciful, and profi-
table , and not a deftru&ive Toleration
fhould be promoted. ,

+  78.The Paftors of the Churches of Chrift
have the power of the Keys of .the Kingdom
of Heaven, but not of the Temporal{word
onearth : And though we determine not
whether in cafes of Neceflity, it be lawful

. for Paftors to be alfo Magiftrates; yet it is

certain that without Neceffity it fhould not
be allowed ( their work requiring all their
time and ftrength) and that as Paftors it
belongeth not to them ; But as the Magi-
ftrate 1s the appointed officer of God, to
Govern even Churches, Paftors; and Peo-
ple, infthe way of ourward force, and Pa-
ftors are his Officérs to govern them by Spis
titual Condu@; fo muft we befo far from
defiring to ufurp a fecular power; that we

- fhould fiill advife the Magiftrate to keep

the fword in-his own hand,and to take heed

. of putting compulfive power in the hands of

Paftors, or enabling them to execute their
paflionate difpleafure againft their bre-

N

thren:
y '

. more bargely opened.
thren; And as the Magiftrate muft not ufurp
the Paftors office, but only fee thar we per-
form it our felves,and punifhusif wedo not;
fo muft not the Paftorsufurp the Magiftrates
office, but humbly and modeftly teach and
advife him from the word ofGod, and re-
prove him, and threaten him,and in cafes of
extremity denouncethe Wrath of God a- .
gainft him, and bind him over to the Tribu-
nal of Heaven, to anfwer for his obflinate.
impenitent contempt ; and then leave all

the matter to that bar, and patiently fuffer

if we be perfecuted by him ; Not doing any
thing in the management of any of our
work,withouta due refpe& and reverence
to his Authority, and a care of the common
good that dependeth on his honour but re-
membring what is meet for him to hear,and
for us as Meffengers of Chrift to fpeak.

" 79. Thofe Chutches of feveral Nations

that through diftance and diverfity of fecu-

lar Governours, are uncapable of perfo-

~ nalor local Cemmunion with others,fhonld

yet confent as neer as may be intheir holy

~ profeffions, and pra&ifes; not tying each

other to any of their unneceffary modes
or forms, nor uncharitably cenfuring any

tolerable diffenters, but owning thofe

~ Churches that agree with them in the great

and

75
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and neceffary things, & holding fuch corre-
fpondence withthem by Meflengers,as fhall
be needful to the promoting of their Unity,
Love and Peace, and of the Gofpel and

common caufe of Chrift, and the defence of

- edch otheragainft the common enemies of
thofe, as emergent occafions fhall require
and dire® them,

80. Tothe aforefaid ufes, the Councils
or Synodsof Paftorsare lawful and conve-
nient in cafes that require them, where the
Paftors of feveral Churches and' Nations
may diliberate and determine in order to
their Unity, of Do&rines and Pradices to
- be Agrreed in, and may ftrengthen the
hands of one another. But yet, the Canons
of fuch Councils are rather Agreements,
then proper Laws, to their feveral members
or abfent Bréthren, dnd bind in order to
Unity and Concord by vertue of thofe Ge-
rieral Commands that require us to do the
work of God in fuch Unity and Concord,

and not by vertneof any proper fuperior

~ Regimental power, which that Council hath

+ over the particular Bifhops of the Churches

of Chrift.  Andas for General Councils, as
. we fhould to the forementioned ends regard
and honour them above all other, if really
fuch were lawfully affembled; fo in this

enlarged

enlargedand difperfed ftate of the Militant
Church, we may eafily fee, that full and
proper Univerfa] Councils, are neither the
Stated Governors of the Univerfal Church,
nor neceffary to its well-being, no nor Law.
- ful to beattempted, as a Courfe that wonld
cerrainly deftroy or grievoufly wrong the
Churches, by the death and long abfence of
the Paftors, through fo many hundred and
thoufand miles_travail, and fo long artend-

ing, which the ftate and work of proper
Univerfal Countils will require: Yea the
faid diftance, with the age and weaknefs of
the Paftors, and the different languages,
Land the poverty of many difabling them
from fuch tedious voyages and journies, .
and: the diffent of: the Princes many of
them Heathens, Infidels, Mahometans) "un.
der whofe Government they live’, or
through whofe dominions they muft pafs,
thefe %y_ith many the like Impediments do
makea true Univerfal Councill (like an Uni-
verfal Parliament or Senate ) to be fo far.
%frbm neceffary, or defirable, as to be Mo-
rally Impoffible,or next to Impoffible, as to
the very Being of it. |

{ The way that God hath appointed for
Chur ch-Government and deciding contro-

verfies, is, 1. That Princes and Magiftrates
m A | govern




- having the power of the{word or‘violence()l ‘
' - an

T he Office of Chrifts Minifters
g,‘(").vern by the fword or force, and judge
who are fit to be Punifhed by the {word
{ And though molt Princes onthe earth by
Infidelity have made themfelves uncapable
of this partof the work of their Office, yet
cannot that difoblige them from the Com--

mands of God, or free them from his pu-
~ nifhments for not performing them, nor .

make the Office of Magiftrates another
thing, nor difable Chriftian Princes and
Magiitrates, or difoblige them who have
not made themfelves uncapable.) 2. That
thefe Princes and Governors of feveral Na.
tiont, do hold a Loving Chriftian Corre-

- fpondency, for the management of their

affairs, and Government of the Churches
under them, {6 as may be moft ro the advan-
tage of the Caufe of Chrift, and the union,
ftrength and defence of Chriftians ; ( The
General Rules, and Ends of their Truft and
Power, dooblige them to hold fuch Affem-
blies by their Meffengers as are needful for
their Agreement and the Unity and Safety
6f the Churchesunder them, as well as they
oblige Paftorsto fuch neceffary correfpon-
dencies. ) 3. That the Paftors of particular
Churcheés be the Governors of thofe Chur-
ches by the word and holy Difcipline (not

G more Largely opened” gy
and that they Judge who is fic orunfic fop
Commanion with that Church which each
or any of them over-fee; and who is tobe
( thence Excommunicated, or there Abfolved,
4. That thefe Bifhops, Paftors, or Elders of
particular Churches, fhould hold Commu.
nion among themfelves with ‘all their Bre-
thren of other Churches, asfar astheir na<
tural capacity will allow ; and the need or
benefit of the Churches requireit = and that
they handle in common the caufes thar be-
dongto allincommon, and fettle and main-
tain Agreements for the Unity and Commu=
nion of the Churches : And they are Judges -
1.{ as Affociate ) who is to be received into . -
their Affociate Communion’y and who to be
excluded from it ; and what Paflors or
Churches they fhould hold fuch €Commu-
nion with as they are capable of ; and which
they fhould admonifh, or renounce. §. The
Chriftian people have allowed them a Tudge-
ment of Difcretion; by which they muft
prove all things, and hold faft that which
is good : and muft difcern and obey the
Lawfull commands and dire&ions of thejr
Magiftrates and Paftors. 6. And as Men
have thes their feveral fhares alloted them
in Government, Judgeraent, and decifions,
timitedly,and not Abfoéltcly Judging, even

—




“jag puniffiment. - <

8o The officeof Chrifls Min‘iﬂeis,&c}

to the Execution which belongs to their feve-
ril Jadicatures : So the "Finall “Abfolute
Judgement , and Decifion of all Controver-
fies 'and Caufes , is referved to the dread-
full Tribunal of the Lord, to which we
miy ‘weke onr lalt Appeal; where all che
world thall be judged in Righreoufnefs , and
all thé Judgements of men be themfelves
Judged, and Truth and Error, Goodand
Bvil, Rightand Wrong will be more perfe&-
Iy manifefted unto all ; and it fhall be irre-
verfibly determined by Jefus Chrift,who fhall
_goinco Lifé Everlafting, and whoto everlaft-

§

< Cume Biovd Fefus, Come quickly.

-
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= H E Author thought it #ot wifit bere to annex ke
"X Delcription of that Oxder and Difcipline which
" s exercifed by hims with his Affifiant fellow-Pa=
flors, in the Parifh-Church of Kederminfter 5 iz Affo-
ciation with many Paflers of the(e pails, whe have Agreed
18 exevcife [0 much of the Mimflcrial Office s as bythe
confent of the Epifcopals Preshyterian, azd Congregatio=
nali, belongsth to thewm. which being publifbed 5 1. May
prevent mens injurions wiif-reports of eur Affociations s
and Tifcipline, whichthey may be dravon to by fallacions
fame, 2. And may be an example for thofe Chuiches that
by ibe Magiftrates are left at Liberty, 1o woifbip Ged in that
Communion and @rder which they judge moft agreeable 1a .
ihe word of God, aid the Uniweifal Confent and Prattice
of the Primitive Chierch.

The Order and Difcipline of this
(Church agreeable to the Word of
God. | S

I. W E are willing to Teach all in our
Parify, the dodrineof Life, that
are willing to learn : Anddefire them all to
Leat the Word publikely preached , and to
come to us to be Catechized or Inftructed.

IL We own all thofe as vifible Chriftians
TGy T 0 and




andinembers of the Univerfal Church, that
- make -a .credible Profeffion of Chriftianity ,
~ and deftroy. ic not by Herefie, or ungodly
lives, - o ,

L]

i 11 L. Somany of thefe as alfo Confent to

hold Communion with this Church as mem-

bers of it , fubmitting to the Minifters and-

Difcipline of Chrift, we thall efteem our flock
and fpecial charge, and faichfully perform the
dugies of our Office for their good, as we are
able. - .

IV. We defire that all the Yomth of the
Parify will learn the principles of the Chriftian
. Religion : andas foonas they underfland it ,
and are beartily refolved to give sp themfelves

20 Godin Chrift throngh the Firic, and to lead

a holylife , that they will comeand acquaine
uswith their Faith and Refolution ; and be-
fore the.Church will make a folemn profeffi-
-on thereof, and give up themfelves to Godin
tbe perfonal owning their Baptifmal Covenant
fithgr reciting the fore-going Creed or Pro-
ing, by Coxfenting when we propound ‘it re
éhfm ;yo,r bgany%thet fie expreffions. That
fo we'may publikely pray for their confirma-

effion, or, if they are unfit for publike fpeak--

{ tion andif they Confent alfo tohold Gom:
"4 munion with chis Charch » We may know

"} them as our Charge , and Regifter their
i names, o

V. Thofe Parithoners that defire us to
‘T8 Baptize their children , or to be themfelves
¥ admitted to the Lords Supper , and are nor
il -members of this Charclr, ( becaufe they wily
B not ), we defire to come to us, fome dayes
before ; that fowe may be facisfied of their
§ Faithand Life : And if they feem trate Chri-
§ fians, and eichér bring a Certificate thag
§ they are members of any other (hurch, with
J JAwhich we are to hold Communion , oy thew
g thatitis not from ungodline(s thac they refufe
{ tolive under Order and Difcipline, we fhall
¥ Baptizetheir children , and oceafionally ad- -
mit them to our Communion, But if they
R arc fcandalows, we fhall require them firf to
Wprofefs their ferioss Repentance : And'if they
iy vo [candal,we fhall afrer flay till we fee
eir Reformation ( or of one of the parents

) jo cafle of Baptifm, )

. VL If any memper of this Church do
(| differ from us abour the gefture in the Lords
{8 apper (or any fuch Circamflanse ) we de-

L TR fire
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IX. Thofethat Repent not upon publike
Adnsonition yalt be caft out of our Commu-
-nion , and avoided as Heathens : Bucthofe

thatare Penitent, muft be Abfolved , and lo-
vingly received. ‘ |

fire shem firft to come tous, and bearour  §
Reafohs : and if we cannot fatisfie them, we
will not hinder them from receividg 1tinany
decent gefture they defire, ; L AE

VII. Allmembersofche Ch‘urgh m_uft or- {A
dinarily hold Communion with it, in the
Lords Supper and all Ordinances : and if 4 h1
Brother grofly offend, they muft orderly and
prudently admenifh him ; and if he hear them - ¢§#
_not, tell the Church. ]

X. Ifany of our People be offended at any
th:ng inour Do&rine or Life, we defire themi
before they vent their offence behind our
- backs,to come and loviagly tell it us,and hear

us fpeak. Andif we do not facisfie them, we
defire rhem to open the matter before the
Miniiters of this Affociation, who zre here
Affembled every Moneth, Andwe fhall be-
fore them, berelpontible, for our Do@rine,
our Adminiftrations, and our Lives, ( 4Aswe
are alfowilling to be to the Magiftrate | who

.. 'V ¥IT. "Once aMoneth we have a meeting ¥
 of the Mag firates, Minilters, Deacons,and “'§,
above twenty perfons chofen annually by the * /¥
Church, as their Truftees or Deputies : Here &
_the'offendours muft be accufed, andheard, _§
“and dealt with , before the cafebe openedin “f
the Church. And any thatare juftly offended * |
.withany member , may have_Church—]u-&zce.,
¢ The Magiftrates prefence being only ad me-
- linseffe.) and the chofen Trultees or D_%x—
ties.being no Ecclefiaftical Officers , nor Pre- 1
tending. to Divine Inftitution as fuch: bur y
only the fitteft of the people chefen todo
thofe things which belogg to the people (who-
cannot alf fo frequently meet ) and having no
authoritative ruling Votes. “

only hath the power of the fword, even over -
- the Paftors of the Church , apd whominall
things Lawful we muft obey,and focrefitt.).
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“ IX. Thofe




