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Ote, that this Narrative was writ-
ten two years before Dr. Burnet's 3
and it’s not to b¥ doubted, but that he
had better information of his Manu-
{cripts, and fome other circumf{tances
han I But of thofe Manufcripts di-
reced to me, about the fouls Immor-
tality, of which I have the Originalsun-
der his Hand, and alfo of his thoughts
of the Subjeéts mentioned by me, from
1671. till he went to die in Gloucefter-
[hire, 1 had the fulleft notice.
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i READER,

’ Ince the Hiflory of Fudg Hale’s
Life is publifbed (written by Dr.
Burnet zery well), [ome men
bhave thought, that becaufe my fa

3 miliavity with him was known ,

 and the laft time of a mans Life is fup-

pofed to contain bis maturcft judgment,
| time , fudy and experience correding
former overfights : and this great man,

d who was moft diligently and thirflily

learning to the laft, was like to be fiill

| wifer, the notice that 1 had of bins in the
la:ler years of bis Life fhould not be onit-
| ted.

I'was never acquainted with bim till
1667. and therefore have nothing to fay
of the former partof kis Life 5 nor of
| the later, as to any publick affairs, but
only of what our familiar conuerfe ace

quainted, me: DBut the vifible effefs
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To the Reader.

made we wonder at the induftry and un
wearied labours of his former Life, Be
Jides the Four Volumes againft Atbei/ml

R his owndaily comfort,than niens !
mention, when I was defired 1o borrowll and talk, As faras 1 could difcern,be chofe
a Manufeript of his Law-Colleitions, b
Joewed me, as Ivemember, about Two and
Tkirty Folio’s, and told me, ke had no
other on that Subject (Colleifions ont of
the Tower-Records, &c.) and that the

and Infidelity, in Folio, which 1 afte

Amanuenfis work, that wrote them, co

kim a Thoufand pound. He was [o

on fludy, that ke refolvedly avoided a

neceffary diverfions, and [o little valuedg
either grandure, wealth, or any world-|E
Iy vanity, that ke avoided thems to that B
notable degree, which incompetent judges
His Hubit was fo |§

200k to be an excefs.
coutfeand plain, that I, who am thought

guilty of @ culpable neglect therein, have §

been bold to defire bim to lay by fome
things which e£;;ed too homely, The

Honfe which I fyrrendred to bim, and §
wherein he lived at A&on, was indeed B

well fiituate, butvery frnall, ayd Jo far
below 1k¢ ordin%;g dwellings of wsen of

Sp¥ el his

[/

i s vank. a5 that diversF armers tbereabot.:t
I:::d bettérabut it pleafed bim.Many cenfur d
\him for choofing bis laf? Wife below bz,f
 Quality: but the good man more regarded

shoughts

ne wery [uitable to bis ends s one of

bis own judgment and temper, prudent

and loving, end fit to pleafe him 5 and

B 114t would not draw on him tl:-e tronbleof
| much Acquaintance and Relations. His
i houfe-keeping was according to the reff,
like bis Efi

ate and Mind, but not like

his Place and Honour : for be refolved

fees,

ver to grafp at Riches, nor take great
i butgmo{zd refufe what many cthers
thought oo listle. I wondered when ke
told me how [mall bis Eﬁa{eb ?a{, ngtt;fr
ays of gotiing as were bejore :
'gf:,t) n;g befbs;zd l:’tgtle, and defired lit.tle,
{o be was contens with little, .an,d Juited
his Dwelling, Table and Retinue there
to. He greatly fhunned tke vifits of ma-
7y, or great perfons, that came not o
bim on neceffary bufinefs, .becaujé all his
Fours were preciows to bim, and there-

fore he contrived the aAw;ding of tbez:,c_l
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To the Reader.
and the free emjoyment of his beloved
privacy, ,

I muft with a glad remembrance ac.
knowledg, that while we were (o unfuitae
ble in places and worth, yet fome Juita-
blencfs of judgment and difpafition made

-our frequent converfe pleafing 1o us both.
The lafttime, fave one, that Iwasat bis
houfe, he made me lodg there, and inthe
morning, inviting me to more frequent
vifits, faid, No man {hall be more wel-
come : Andtewas no diffembler. To fig-
nifie his love, be put my name, as alega-
tee in bis Will, bequeathing me Fourty
Jhillings.  My. Stephens gave me two
Mannferipts, asappointed by him for me,
declaring his judgment of our Church-
contentions, and their cure (after men-
tioned). Theugh they are imperfect, as

written on the [ante queflion at feveral

times, I had a great mind to Print thens,
10 try whether the common reverewce of
the Author would cool any of our conten-
tions Clergy : but hearing, “that there was
areflraint in-his Will, I took opt part of
aCopy, inwhich 1 Jind thefe wordss 1
o " do

To the Reader.
d refly declare, That T will haveno-
tl%flzpof nZ’y own Writings Printed af-

ter my Death,, but only fuch asI fhall
in my Life-time deliver out to be Prin-

‘ted.. And not having received this in

bis Life-time, nor to be Printed in ex-

prefs terms, lam afraid of croffing the

Will of the Dead, though be ordercdthenm
Y W16, .

It fhewed his mean Eftate, as to Riches,
that in his Will he is put to diftributethe
profits of a Book_or trvo, when Prmted;
among his Friends and Servants. . ﬂla: !
we that arve great lofers by Prz.ntmg R
know that it muft be a [mall gain that
wtnft thus accrue tothem. - Doubtlefs, if
the Lord Chief Fuftice Hale had gathered
money as other Lawyers do that fmd lefs
advantage, as be wanted not will, o he
would rot have wanted power to bave left
thew far greater Legacies. DBut 7\2/10
Servants of a felf-denying mortificd 7 1a-
Seery muftbe content to fuffer by bis erl«,
tues, which yet, if they imitate bint, wit:
Surn totheir final gain.

God




To the Reader.

 God made Fin a Publick Good ,
which is move than to get Rickes. His

great judgment, and known integrity ,
commanded refpect from thofe that knew
hims fothat I verily think , that no one
Subjett fince the days that Hiflory hath
notified the affairs of England tous, went
off the flagewith greater and more Uni-
verfal Love and Honours (And what
Honour without Love is, 1 underftand
not.) 1 remember, when bis Succeffor,
the Lord Chief Jufbice Rainsford, fall-
ing into fome melancholy, came , and
fent to me for fome advice, be did it,
as be faid, becanfe Fudg Hale defired
him fo to dos and expreffed [o great res
fpeck to his judgment andWritings, as I
perceived much prevailed with him. And
many have profised bybis comtemplations,

who would never bave read them, had |

shey been written by fuch a one as 1. Tet
among all his books and difcourfes, 1 ne-
ver knew of thefe until he was dead.
His refolution for Juftice was fo great,
that I an perfuaded, that no wealth nor

honour would have bired hime knowingly

20 do one unjuft A%, And

'To the Reader.

And though heleft usin forrow, Ican-
not but acknowledg it a great mercy to
kim, to betakenawaywhen bewas. Alas!
what wonld the good man have done, if
he had been put by Plotters, and Traitors,
and Swearers, and Forfwearers, upon all
that his Succeffors have been put 102 In
likelibood, even all bis great wifdons and
fincerity, conld never bave got himthrough
“fuch a wildernefs of thorns, and briars,
andwild beaits, without tearingin pieces
his entire Reputation, if bebad never fo
well fecured his confcience, 0! bow fea-
fonably did be avoid the tempeit, and go
to Christ ! '

And fo bave forany excellent perfons,
fince then, andefpecially within the fpace

of one year, as may well make England
tremble at the Prognofiick, that the righ-
teous are taken asfromthe eviltocome.
And alas! what an evil is it like to be 2
We feel, our Iofs. We fear the comwion
danger. . But what Believer can chufe but
acknowledg Gods mercy tothem, in taking
them up to the worldof Light,Love, Peace

and Order, whenconfufioniscoming upor
this

X}
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To the Reader,

2his world, by Dzzrkfzeﬁ,Ma/z;gﬂitj,Pe;ﬁ-
dioufnefs and cruclty. Sowe think | thatihe
Iaf? confiagration halltyrs this Earthinty
ell. If 15, who would ot Srftbetaken
Jromit 2 And when it i Jolike to Hell 4. |
ready,who would noy rather be in Heaven 2
Though fome miftook this mian Jora
meer Philofopher or Humanifl, tha knew

bim not withiy et his moft ferions dp.

Jeription of the Jafferings of Chrift,and bis ‘f.
copions Volumes 3o prove thetruth of the &

Scripture, Chriftianity, our Iwwormlit},
and the Deity, dy prove (o muych reality is
bis Faith and Devotion, as makes us pait
donbt of the reality of his remard and
glory.

When be found his belly frell his brears,
and $trength much abate,and bis Jace and
Jiefh decay pe chearfully veceived 1, Jen-

" tence of Death : Ay though Dr. Gliffon

by meer Oximel fquilliticum, Jeened 4
while 1o eafe him, yetthat alfs fion failed
hims and he tol,) me, he was prepared and
contented com tfortably to receiye bi, change,
And accordingly he lefy #5,and went unto

bis native Conntry of Gloucefterfhire 1o
die, asthe biskory tells Jo, My,

To the Reader.

Mr. Edward Stephens being moit fa-
§ miliar with him, told me pis purpofe to
Q write his Life : and defired me to dray up
the meer Narrative o ny fbort familiarity
swith bine 5 which I did, 4 Jolloweth: byt
bearing no more of himy caft it by : Bys
N others defiring it upon the fight of the pub-
lifbed Hiftory of bis Life by Dr. Burnet,
B 1 have left it 1o 1he difcvetion of Jfome of
8 them, 1o do with is wha they will,
And being half dead already in thofe
deareft friends who were half my felf, am
mnch the more willing to leave this yaole-
hill, and prifor of earth, to bewith thas

wifeand bleffed S ociety, who being united

to their Head iy glory, donot envy, hate
or perfecute each other, nor Jorfake God,

wor fhall ever be forfakers by Him,
R. B.

!




Weidsionat Notes on 1 15
and Death of Sir Matthew
Hale. -

o1y worthy Friend, My. Stepheng, tbe;.
Publifber of Jwudg Hale’s Contemplati-

0”."0 PR

P OU defired me 'to give
, you notice of what I
SR} knew, in my perfonal
QY converfe. of the Great
=@ Lord Chief Juftice of
5#31404, Str Masthers Hale, ~You have
T B partly
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2 | Notes on the Life and Death

of SirMatthew Hale. 5
Mr. Calamy and I, would have taken
Biftiopricks, whenthey were offered us
by the Lord Chancellor, as from the
King, in 1660. (asonedid). I thought
he undetftood not our 'cafe,“gr thetrue
ftate of Englifb Prelacy. Many years
after, Whezf I/;Jived at Atfon, he being
f.ord Chief Baron of the Exchequer,
fuddenly took a houfe in the Village.
We fate next {eats together at Church
for many weeks, but neither did he ever
fpeak to me, or I to him. At laft, my
extraordinary friend (to whom I was
more beholden than I muft here ex-
prefs), Serjeant Fountaine, asked me,
why I did not vifit the Lord Chief Ba-
ron? Itold him, becaufe I E‘:‘d no reafon
for it, being a ftranger to him3aad ha
fome agaidﬁ it, fw’z,igtha't a Judg, wkofe
Reputation was neceffary to the ends of
his Office, {Hiould not be brought under
Court-fufpition, or difgrace; by his fa-
miliarity with a perfon, whon;thezgttci
reft and diligence of fome Prelates ha
rendred fo odious a'sBl knew my felf to
x .

artly made any thing of mine unmeet
or the fight of any but your felf and
his private friends (to whom it is ufe.
le), by yourdivulging thofe words of
his extraordinary favour to me, which
will make it thought, that I am partial
in his praifes. And indeed that excef:
five efteem of his, which you havetold
men of, is a divulging of his imperfe.
¢tion, who did over-value fo unwosthy
a perfon as I know my felf to be.

I will promife you to fay nothing but
the truth 5 and judg of it, and ufe it as
you pleafe. :

My acquaintance with him was not
long: and I lookt on him as an excel.
lent perfon, ftudied in his own way,
which I hoped I fhould never-have eg.
cafion to make much ufe of; but I
thought not, fo verfed iz our matters as
ourfelves. Iwasconfirmedin thiscon-
ceit by the firft report I had from him,
which was his wifh, that Dr. Reignalds,

YT T
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4 Notes ‘ovn‘tbe Life and ljegtb

of Sz’r»MattbeW Hale,

, 5
.. § was Philofophical and efpecia]] aboye

be with fuch > Idurft notbe o, injuri. the Nature gf Spi;its {fuperi,

ous to him, i

he Serjeant anfwered,
It is not meet for him

4

and fuperior R .
£10ns 5 and the Nary
You; I know why I {p

I¢, Operations ang
to come firft to mmortality of mans

cak it: Leg me

: Polition and courfz of thoughts, were in
ireat yoy to go firft tOh{m; In obe- B 1 things fo likethat I d; not much

fence to which requeft 1diq It 5 and fo. bent of his conference., Heftud;.
we entered into Neighbourly familjari.

'y, Ilived then in a ﬁnallhouf‘e.» but
it h

¥ that he could meet with
It fad a pleafans garden and backfide, f hehadb boy at th
iy dich the Chonelt) Landlord haq y o froriz o2 Boy atthe
firc to ], The

udg hadamind g the
_hou_t“c; but hewo

and ¢iquireof me, whether

not the Jater to e with-
1 AK€, Mathematicks pe.
; I was wil- an I did, it beipy 4
08 to leave it » told him, | hich he much mere elteern-
Was ot only willing, but defirous, not 5 who valued a] knowled
LMY own ends, but for my Landlord’s ¥ the greatnefs of the benefit, and peo
AK€, who muft needs fg]) it: and fohe eflity of the yfe
oughtit, and lived i that poor honfe ;

5 and my unskilfulnegs
n them, I acknowled

g my great defec,
1 which he mych cxcelled. | Byt we.

ere both mych addicted
cad allthe retend

till his morea] fickne$s fent him to the
Place of hjs Interment.

I will truly ¢ejp you the matter apd |

€Is to more than of.

p P inary in P, ylicks; the Platonifts, the

oft together,andalmoft ]y our difcourlég patcticks, - ( _ciafl);;
was: _

& N
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8 Notes onthe Life and Death

parts,that knew not readily what tofay
(though ready at other times ). Butl]
never{aw Cicero’s Dotrine, de Oratore,
more verified inany man, that furnifh-
ing the mind with all forts of knowleds,
is the ckief thing 1o make anexcellent O
rator : For when there is abundance,
and clearnefs of knowledg in the mind,
1t will furnith even a flow tongue, to
{peak that which by its congruence and
zerity {hall prevail. Such a one never
wantsmoving matter, nor an anfwer to
vain Objettors.

The manner of our converfe was as
{uitable to my inclination as the matter.
For whereas many bred in Univerfities,
and called Scholars, have not the W,
Manners or Patience, to hearthofe that
they difcourfe with fpeak to the end,
but through Liffand Impotencie cannot
hold, but cut off a mans fpeech when
they hear any thing that urgeth them,
before” the later part make the former
wtelligible or ftrong(whenoft the pro&f

andl

_ny difcourfe.

of SirMatthewHale. ¢
and ufe is referved tothe end), li-
ker Scolds thanScholars s as if they

-commanded filence at the end of

each fentence to him that fpeaketh,
orelfewould havetwo talk at once.
I do not remember, that ever he
and I did interrupt each otherin a.
HisWifdom and ac-
cuftomed Patience caufed him ftill
to ftay for the end. And though
my difpofition have too much for-
wardnefs to{peak, 1had not folittle
Wit or Manners, as to interrupt
him ; whereby we far better under-
ftood eachother.than we could have
done in chopping and maimed dif-
courfe. - '

He was much for coming to Phi-

‘loflophical knowledg by the help of
Experiments : But he thought, that

our new Philofophers, as fome call

the Cartefians; had taken up with -

many Fallacies as Experiments,and
had madeas unhappy aufe of their

t I'Yf




10 Notes on the Life and Death

tryals, as many Empericks and
Mountebanks do in Medicine : and

that driftotle was a man of fargreas -

ter experience, aswell as ftudy, than
they. He was wont to fay, That
Lads at the Univerfities had found
it a way to be thought wifer than
others, to joyn with boafters that

crieddownthe Ancientsbeforethey

under(tood them: For he thought,

that few of thele contempersof 4-

riftotle, had ever (o far ftudied him,
asto know his Doctrine, but fpoke
againft they knew not what 3 even
as fome fecular Theologues take it
to be the way to be thought Wife
men and Orthodox, to cantagainft
fome Party or Se&t whichthey have
advantage to contemn. It muft
coft a man many years ftudy to
know what Ariflotle held. But to
read over Magirus ((and perhaps
the Conimbricenfes ot Zabarell), and
then prate again(t 4rifbotle, frequi-
reth bue a littde time and lubour.

He

of SirMatthew Hale. 11
He could well bear it, when one
that had throughly ftudied A4riffo-
tle, diffented from himin any par-
ticular upon Reafons; but he loath-
ed it in ignorant men, that were
carried to it by (hameful vanity of
mind. o

His many hard queftions,doubts
and objetions to me, occafioned
me to draw up a {mall Tract of the
Nature and Immortality of mans.
Soul, as proved by Natural light
alone ( by way of Queftions and -
Anf{wers) : In which I had not
baulked the hardeft Objeltions and
Difficulties that I could think of
(conceiving that Atheifts and Sad-
duces are fo unhappily witty, and
Satan fuch a Tutor, that they are
as like tothink of them asT). But
thegood man; whenl fentitto him,
was wifer thanl, and (ent me word
inhisreturn,that he would not have
me publifh it in Englifh (nor th‘l:;
o o




thod ) 5 becaufe though he thoughe
I had fufficiently anfwered all the

Objections, yet crdinary Readers

would take deeperinto their minds
fuch hard Objections as they never
heard before,than the Anfwer(how
full foever) would beable to overs
come: Whereupon, not having lei-
fure to tranflate and alter it, I caft
it by. ‘

" -Hef{eemed to reverence and be-
hieve the opinion of Dr. Willis,
and (uch others, de Animis brutorum,
as being not fpiritual fubftances.
But when I fent him a confatation
of them, he feemed to acquiefce,
and as far as I could judg, did
change his mind 5 and had higher
thoughts of fnfitive Natures, than
they that take them to be fome eva-
nid qualities, proceeding from con-
texture, attemperation and motion,

Yet

12 Noteeonthe Lifs and Death
~ out fome alterations of the me.

of aS.z‘r Matthew Hale, 13

Yet he and I did think, thatthe

Notion of Immateriality, had little

fatisfatory to acquaint us withthe
Natyre of a Spirit (not telling us
any thing what it is, but what it is
not). And we thought, that the
old Greek and Latin Dottors (cited
by Fauflus Rbegiculis, whom Ma-

mertns anfwereth), did meanbya

Body or Matter ( of which they
faid Spirits did confift), the fame
thing as we now mean by the Sub-
flance of Spirits, diltinguithing
them from meer Accidents. And
we thought it a matter of fome mo-
ment, and no fimall difficulty, totell
what men mean herbe bgr the vlyéolrd

Subflance], if it be but a Rela-
Ez‘ve rjl;ptior?, becaufe it deth fubflare
accidentibus & ﬁ;bjéﬂere per Jé, Re-
lation isnot proper Subflance. It is
Subflance that doth fo ﬁtbﬁﬁ: Itis
Jomewhat, and not nothing, nor an
accident. Therefore if more thar

. Relationmuftbemeant,it will prove -

hard




thod) ; becaufe though he thoughe
I had fufficiently anfwered all the
Objedtions, yet ordinary Readers
would take deeper into their minds
fuch hard Objettions as they never
heard before,than the Anfwer(how
full foever) would beableto over-
come: Whereupon, not having lei-

fure to tranflate and alter it, T caft
it by. '

" - He feemed to reverence and be-
lieve the opinion of Dr. Willis,
and fuch others, de dnimis brutorum,
as being not {piritual fubftances.
But when I fent him a confutation
of them, he feemed to acquiefce,
and as far as I could judg, did
change his mind 5 and had higher
thoughs of funfitive Natures, than
they that take them to be fome eva-
nid qualities, proceeding from con-
texture, attemperation and motion.

Yet

12 Noteeonthe Lifs and Death
~ out {ome alterations of the me.

of Sir Matthew Hale. 13

Yet he and I did think, thatthe
Notion of Immateriality, had little
fatisfattory to acquaint us withthe
Natyre of a Spirit (not telling us
any thing what it is, but what it is
not). And we thought, that the
old Greek and Latin Dottors (cited
by Fauftus Rhegiculis, whom Ma-
mertns anfwereth), did mean by a
Body or Matter ( of which they
faid Spirits did confift), the {ame
thing as we now mean by the Swb-
flance of Spirits, diltinguithing
them from meer Accidents. And
we thought it a matter of fome mo-
ment, and no finall difficulty, totell
what men mean here by the word
[Subftance], if it be but a Rela-
#7venotion, becaufe it doth fibflare
accidentibus & ﬁtb@ﬂere per &, Re-
lation isnot proper Subflance. It is
Sicbflance that doth fo ﬁbﬁﬁ s Itis
Jomewhat, and not nothing, nor an
accident. Therefore if more than:

- Relation muft be meant,it will prove
' hard
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" 14 Notes on the Life and Death |

hard to diltinguifh Subflance from
Subftance by the notion of Immate-
riality. Souls have no fhadows :
They are not palpsble and grofs s but
they are SUUBSTANTIAL LIFE,
as VERZ11ES.  And it 35 hard to
conceive, how 2 zrcated Vi wel
Virtus {1oald be the adequare con-
ceptus of a Spirit, and not rather
an inadequate, fuppofing the con-
ceptus of [ubflantia Fundamentalis
(as Dr. Gliffon calls it de Vitd Na-
ture), feeing omnis Virtus eft rei alis
eni Virtus. :

Yet he yielded to me,that Virtus
JenVis Vitalis, isnot Anime accidens,
but the Conceptus formalis Spiritus,
fuppofing fibflantia to be the con-
cedtus fundamentalis¢ and both to-
gether exprefs the effence of a Spi-
rit.

Every created being is Paffize :

For recipit in fluxum canfe przg;t;
G0

* of Sir Matthew Hale, = 1 §
God tranfcendeth our defiming skill ;

- But where there is receptivity, ma-

ny Ancients thought there was fome
pure fort of Materiality : and we
fay. there 1s receptive Subflantiality:
And who can defcribe ‘the diffe-
rence (iayingafide the formalVer.
tues that difference things) be-
tween the bigheft material fubffance,
and the loweft fubflance, called lrs-

materia,

We were neither of us fatisfied
with the notions of Penetrability
and Indivifibility, as fufficient diffe-
rences,  But the: virtutes fpecifice
plainly difference.

What later fhouéhts., a-year be-
forehe digd, he had of thef¢ things,
1 know not: But fome fay, that a

Treatife of this Subjed, the Soals
dmmortality, was his laft finithed

work (promifed in the end of his
Treatife of mans Origination ) s
; and




16 Noteson the Lifiaed Death

and if we have the ;ﬁght of t‘m;
it will fullier tell us his- Judg-
?nent; g 7 e

One thing I muft notifie to you,
and to thofe that have his Manus
feripts ; That when I fent. him #
Scheme, with fome Eliicidations;he
wrote me on that and mty Treatife
of the Soul; almoft a Quire of Pa-
per of  Aninzadverfions 5 by which
you muft a0t conclude at all of his
own judgment : For he profeffed
to me, that he wrote them to me;
not as his judgment, ‘but ("as his
way was) asthe hardeft Objections
which he would have fatisfation
in. And when I had written him
a full Anfwer to all, and havebeen

oft fince with him, he feemed fa-

tisfied. ‘You will ‘wrong him
therefore, if you fhould Prige
that written to me as his judg-
ment. . | ‘ o

s

L

of Sir Matthew Hale. . 17

As to his judgment about Reli-
gionsOur difcourie was very{paring
about Controverfies. Hethought
not fit to begin with me about
them, nor I with him: and as it

' was in me, {o it feemed to be in

him, from a conceit, that we were

‘not fit to pretend to add much to

one another.

About matters of Conformity;
I could gladly have known his

| mind more fully : ButI thought it

unmeet to put fuch queftions to
a Judg, whomuftnot{peakagainft

“the Laws : and he never offered

his judgment tome.  And I knew,
that as I was to reverence him in
his own Profeffion, fo in matters
of my profe{lionand concernment,
he expeed not, that I fhould think
ashe, beyond the Reafons which he
gave.

c i
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I muft fay, that he was of opi-
nion, that the Wealth and Hononr

of the Difhops was convenient, to §

enable them the better to relieve
the poor, and refcue the Inferioe

Clergy from oppreflion, and to !

keep up the honour of Religionin
the world.  But all this on fuppe-
fition, that it ‘'would be in the
hands of wifeand good men, or elfe
1t would do as much harm. But

when I asked him, Whether great |

Wealth and Honour would not be
moft earneftly defired and fought
by the worft of men, while good
men would not feek them? And
whether he that was the only fer-

vent feeker, was not likelielt to

obtain ( except under fome rare
extraordmary Prince)? And fo
whether it was not like to entail
the Office on the worft, and to

arm Chrifts Enemies zgainft himto

the end of the world ( which 4
provifion that had neither alluring,
nog
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nor much difcouraging temptatiom,
might prevent ), hie gave me no an-
fwgi'. p[ have heard fome fay , If
the Pope were a good man, what
a deal of good might he do? But
have Popes therefore bleft the
world?

I cantruly fay, that he greatly
lamented the negligence, and ill
lives, and violence of fome of the
Clergy § and would oft fay, What
have they their Calling, Honour
and Maintenance for, but to feek
the inftruting and faving of mens
Souls?

He much lamented, thatf{o many

_ worthy Minifters were (ilenced, the

Church weakned, Papifts {treng-
thened, the Canfe of Love and Px..‘
éty greatly wronged and hindred
by the prefent differences about
Conformity. %nd hgr hggl t(g}l’?l ‘131;
1§ j hat ‘THE

his ;udgmen&,ca e N
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MEANS TO HEAL US WAS, A
NEW ACT OF UNIFORMITY,

which fhould neither leaveall at 1i- -

berty, nor impoie any thing but ne-
ceflary.

I had orce a full opportunity to
try his judgment far in this. It
pleafed the Lord Keeper Bridgnsar
to invite Dr. Manton and my felf
(to whom Dr. Bates at our defire
wasadded), totreat with Dr. }7i/-
kins and Dr.Brrton about the terms
of our Reconciliation and Reafto-
ration te our Minifterial liberty.
After fome days conference, we
came to agreement in all things, as
to the neceffary terms. And be-
caufe Dr. Wilkins and 1 had fpecial
intimacy with Judg Hale, we defi-
red him to draw it up in the form
of an A&, which he willingly did,
and we agreed to every word, But
1t pleafed the Houfe of Commons,
Bearing of it, to begin their next
Suflion

of Sir Matthew Hale. oI
Seffion with'a Vote, That no fuch

Bill fhould be brought in 5 andfoit
died.

Quer. 1. Whether after thisand
other fuch agreement, it be Inge-
nuity, orfomewhat elfe, that hath
ever fince faid, We know not what
they would have ¢ And that at once
call out tous, and yet firictly for-
bid us to tell them what it is we
take for fin, and ®hat we de:
fire.

2, Whether it be likely, that
fuch men as Bithop Wilkins, and
Dr. Burton, and Judg Hale, would
confent to fuch terms of our con-
cord, as fhould be worle than our
prefent condition of divifion and
convulfion is? And whetiicr the
maintainers of our dividing Impo-
fitions, be all wifer and better wien
thanthis Judgand that Bithop were?

{: 3 3. And

ST el
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3. And whether it be any di-
ftance of opinion, or difficulty of
bringing us to agreement, that
keepeth England in its fad Divifi-
ors, ot rather fome mens opinion,
that our Uity it felf is not defira-
ble, left it ftrengthenus ? Thecafe
1s plain. o

His behaviour in the Church was
Conformable, but prudent. He
conftantly heard a Curate, toolow
for fuchan Auditor. InCommon-
Prayerhebehav'd himfelf as others,
faving that, to avoid the différen-
cing of the Gofpels from the Epi-
ftles, and the bowing at the name
Jefus, from the names, Chrif?, Sa-
vionr, Go_d, &c. Hewould ufe fome
equality in his geftures, and {tand
ulp ]ft‘ thereading of all Gods Word
alike. | -

I had but one fear or fufpicipn
concerning him, which fince I am
' ' ailus
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affured wasgroundlefs : T was afraid
Jeft he had been too little for the
Pratfical part of Religion, astothe
working of the Soul towards God,
in Prayer , Meditation, &re. be-
caufe hefeldom fpake tomeof fuch
Subjedts, nor of Pradtical Books, or
Sermons 3 but was ftill fpeaking of
Philofophy , or of Spurits, Souls,
the future State, and theNature of
God. But at laft I underftood,
that his averfenefs to Hypocrifie
made him purpofely conceal the
moft of fuch his practical thoughts
and works, asthe world now find-
eth by his Contemplations and o-
ther Writings. |

He told me once, how God
brought him to a fixed Honour and
Obfervation of the Lords Days
That when he wasyoung, beingin
the Weft, the fickne(s or death of
fome Relation at London,made fome

matter of Eftate tobecome his con-
\ C 4 cern-

5,
i




24  Noteeonthe Life and Deatp, :

cernme nt 5 which required his ha-
ftening to London from the Weft
And he was commanded to travel
on the Lords Day : but I cannot
well remember how many crofs ac-
cidents befel him in his joutney ;

One Horfe fell lame, another died,

and much more; which ftruck
him with fuch ~fenfe of Di.

vine Rebuke, as he never for.
got.

When I went out of the houfe,
in which he fucceeded me, I went
into a greater, over-againft the
Church-door. The Town havin
great need of help for their Souls,
I Preached between the publick
Sermous in my houfe, taking the
people with me to the Church (to
Common-Prayer and Sermon )
Morning andEvening. The Judg
told me, that he thought that my
courfe did the Church much fer-
yice 5 and would carry it {0 refped®-

: fully
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fully to me at my door, that all the

people might perceive his approbation.
But Dr. Reeves could not bear it, but

~complained again{t me 5 and the Bithop

of Lendor caufed one Mr. Rofe of
Brainford, and Mr. Philips, two Jufti-
ces of the Peace, to fend their War-
rants to apprehend ‘me. I told the
Judg of the Warrant, but askt him no
counfel, nor he gave me none 5 but
with tears fhewcd his forrow: (The
only time that ever I faw him weep).
So I was fent to the common Goal for
Six Months, by thefe twor Juftices, by
the procurement of the faid Dr. Reees
(His Majefties Chaplain, Dcan of
Windfor, Dean of Wolzerbampton |
Parfon of Horfeley, Parfon of Adton).
When I came to move for my releafe
upon a Habeas Corpus (by the counfel]
of my great friend Serjeant Fountaine),
I found, that the character which Judg
Halehad given of me, ftoodmein fome
ftead 5 and every one of the Four

- Judges of the Common-Pleas, did not

only

e




26  Notes on the Life and Death
only acquit me, but faid more for me
than my Council ( viz. Judg Wild,
Judg Arcker, Judg Tyrel, and the Lord
Chief Juftice Vanghan) 5 and made me
fenfible, how great a part of the Ho-
nour of His Majefties Government,
and the Peace of the Kingdom, confi-
fted in the Juftice of the Judges.

And indeed Judg Hale would tell
me, that Bifhop Uyber was much pre-
judiced againlt Lawyers, becaufe the
worft Caufes find their Advocatess but
that he and Mr. Se/den had convinced
him of the Reafons of it, to his fatis-
faction: And that he did by acquainte
ance with them, believe that there were
as many honelt men among Lawyers,
proportionably, as among any Profef-
fion of men in England (not excepting
Bifhops or Divines).

And.I muft needs fay, that the im-
provement of Reafon, the diverting
men from Senfuality and Idlenefs, the
B main-

T
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maintaining of Propriety and Juftice,
and confequently the Peace and Wel-
fire of the Kingdom, is very much to
be afcribed to the Judges, and Law-

yEIS,

But this Imprifonment brought me
the great lofs of converfe with Judg
Hale: For the Parliament in the next
At againft Conventicles, put into it
divers claufes, fuited to my cafe; by
which T was obliged togodwellirtano-
ther County, and to forfakeboth Loz-
don and my former habitation; and yet
the Juftices of another County were
partly enabled to purfue me.

Before I went, the Judg had putin-
to my hand Four Volumes (in Folio),
which he had written, to prove the
Being and Providence of God, the Ire-
morsality of the Soxl, and life to come,
the truth of Chriftianity, and of every
Book_of the Seripture by it felf, befides

the common proofs of the whole.

Three

5 ometr e

T A i,




8 Nbtes on the Liﬁz and Death

Three of the Four Volumes T had read
over, and was fent to the Goal before
Iread theFourth. T turn’d down a
few leaves for fome fmall Animadverf.
ons, but had not time to give them him,
I could not then perfwade himto re-
view them for the Prefz. The ouly
fault I found with them of any mo-
ment, was that great copioufnefs, the
effettof hisfulnefs and patience, which

will be called tedioufnefs by 1 :
Readers. Cis Dy impatient

of Sir Matthew Hale. 29

way. I objelted againft putting fo
much Philofophy (though moftly but
de bomine) in a Method of Theology *
but he rejefted my Objedtions, and re-
{olved me to go on.

At laft it pleafed God to vifit him
with his mortal ficknefs. Having had
the Stowe before (which he found thick
Pond-water better eafe him of, than
ae Gravel-Spring-water), in a cold
‘ourney, a0 extraordinary Flux of U-
rine took him firft, and then fucha
ain in his fide, as forced him to let
much Blood, more than once, tofave
him from fudden fuffocation or oppref-
fon. Ever after which he had death
m his lapfed countenance, flefh and
ftrength , with fhortnefs of breath.
Dr. Willis, in his life-time, wrote his
cafe without his name, in an Obferva-
tion in his Pharmacent, &c. which was
fhortly Printed after his own death,
and before his Patient’s: but I dare fay
it fo crudely, as isnio honour to that
book. When

When we were feparated, he (that
would receive no Letters from any
man, about any matters which he was
to judg) was defirous of Letter-con-
‘verfe about our Philofophical and Spi-
ritual Subjets. I having then begun
a Latin Methodus Theologie, {ent him
one of the Schemes (before mentio-
ned ), containing the Generals of the
Philofophical part, with fome Notes
apon it 5 which he fo over-valued,
that he urged me to proceed in the fame

Wa)’f
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When he had ftriven a while under
his difeafe, he gave up his Place, not
fo much from th= apprehenfion of the
nearneS of his death (for he could
have died comfortably in his publick
work ), but from the fenfe of his dif-
ability to difcharge his part: But he
ceafed not his ftudies, and that upon
Points which I could have wifhed him
toletgo (being confident, thathe was
not far from his end).

I fent him a book which I newly
publifhed, for reconciling the contro-
verfies about Predeftination, Redemp-
tion , Grace, Free-will, but defired
him not to beftow too much of his
precious time upon it : But (before he
left his Place) I found him at it {o oft,
that I took the boldnefs to tell him,
that I thought more practical Writings
were moft f{uitable to his cafe, who
was going from this contentious world,
He gave me but little anfwer; butl
after found, thathe pliedPra&icalgm;i‘_

on-
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Contemplatives in their fealon 5 which
he never thought meet to give me any
account of. Only in general he oft
told me, That the reafon and feafon of
his Writings (againft Atheifm, &c. a-
forefaid) were, Both in his Circuit
and at home, he ufed to fet apartfome
time for Meditation , efpecially dfter
the Evening publick Worfhip every

Lords Day 3 and that he could not fo
profitably keep his thoughts in con-
nexion and method, otherwife, as by
writing them down 3 and withal, that
if there were any thing in them ufe-
ful, it was the way tokeep it for after
ufe: And therefore forthc better ma-
nagement, for the accountablenefs and
the after ufe, he had long. accuftomed
to pen his Meditationss which gave us
all of that nature that he hath left
us. ‘

‘Notwithftanding his own great fur-
niture of knowledg, and he was ac-
counted by fome, fomewhat tenacious

| of
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of his Conceptions (for men that know
much, cannot eafily yield to the expe-
&ations of lefs knowing men), yet I
muft fay , that I remember not that
ever [ converfed with a man that was
readier to receive and learn. He
would hear as patiently, and recolleét -
all fo diftinctly, and then try it fo judi-
cioufly (not difdaining to learn of an
inferior in fome things, who in more
had need to learn of him), that he
would prefently take what fome ftand
wrangling again(t many years. *Inever
more perceived inany man, how much
great knowledg and wifdom facilitate
additions}, and the reception of any
thing not before known. Such a one
prefently perceiveth that Evidence
which another is uncapable of.
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fin of man. And when I had di-
ftin&ly told him, 1. What God did,
as the Author of Nature, Phyfi-
cally. 2. Whathedid, as Legifla-
tor, Morally. And 3. What he
did, as Benefactor, and by fpecial
Grace. 4. And where permiffion
camein, and whereattual operati-
on. 5. Andfo, how certainly God
might caufe the effects, and mnot
.caufe the wolitious, as determinate
to evil, (though the volition and
effet being called by one name (as
Theft, Murder, Adultery, Lying,
&ec.) oft deceive men). He took
upall that I had faid in order, and
diftinétly twice over repeated each
part in its proper place, and with
1ts Reafon : and when he had done;
faid, that I'had given him fatisfa- -

&ions

_ Before 1 knew what he did him-
feJf in Contemplation, I took it
not well, that he more than once -

o D told

For Inftance, The laft time, fave
one, that I faw him (in his weaknefs
at Affon), he engaged me to explicate
the Do(trine of Divine Government
(and Decree), as confiltent with tgg
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lowed too great a fharcor his time
and thoughts to Speculation, and
toolittle to Pradticals 5 but rejoy-
ced to fee the conviction of my er-
ror:and he returned me avery kind
Letter, whichwas the laft.
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told me, r. Baxter, I am more
beholder to you than you are aware
of 5 and Ithank you for all, but efpe-
cially for your Scheme, and your Ca-
tholick Theology, Forlwasforry,
that a man (that I thought) fo -
near death, fhould fpend much of
his time on fuch Controverfies
(though tending tc end them).But |
he continued after, near a year,
and had leifure for Contemplations
which I'knew not of.

When I parted with him, I
doubted which of us would be firft
at Heaven : But heis gone before,
and I am at the door, and fome-
what the willinger to go, when L
think fuch Soulsas his are there.

_$Somecenfiired him for living un-
der fucha Curate at A on,thinking
it wasin his power tohave got Dr.
Reeves, the Parfon, to provide a
better. Of which Ican fay, that
I once took the liberty totell him,
that I feared too much tepidity in
him, by reafonof that thing 5 not
that he needed himfelf a better
teacher,who knew more,and could 3
over-look fcandals; but for the fake i
of the poor ignorant people, who o q
greatly needed better help. He 3
anfwered me, That if money would ;

When he wasgone to Gloucefeers

Jhire, and his Contemplations were
publified by yqu, 1 fent him the

lowed

confeffion of my cenfures of him;’
bhow [ had feared that he had al-

do it,he would willingly have done
it 5 but the Dr. was a man, not to
ve dealt with 5 which wa; the har-"

At word chat I remember Thave’

D2. heard
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heard himufe of any, For I'never
knew any man more free from
fpeaking evilof othersbehind their
backs. Whenever the difcourfe
came up tothe faultinefs of anyin-
dividuals, he would be filent : but
the forts of faulty perfons he would
blamc? with cautelous freedom,
efpecially idle, proud, fcandalous,

contentious, and fattious Clergy-
men.

Weagreed in nothing more than
that which he oft repeateth in the
Papers which you gave me, and

‘which he oft expreffed, viz. That
true Religion confifteth in great,
plain, neceffary things, the life of
faith and hope, the love of God
and man, an humble felf-denying
mind, with mortification of world=
1y affeGtion, carnal lufts, &c. And
that the calamity of the Church,
and withering of Religion; hath
come from proud and bufie mens

ad-
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additions, that cannot give peace
to themfelvesand others, by living
in love and quietne on this Chri-
ftian fimplicity of faith and pra-
&ice, but vex and turmoil the
Church with thefe needlefs and
hurtful fuperfluities 5 fomeby their
decifions of words, or unneceffa-
ry controverfies; and fome by their
reftlels reaching after their own
worldly intereft, and corfupting
the Church. on pretence of raifing
and defending it 5 {ome by their
necdlefs cercmonies, and fome by
their fuperfiitious and cauflefs
{cruples. But he was{pecially an-
gry at them that would o manage
their differences about fuch things,
as to fhew, that they had a greater
zeal for their own additions, than
for the common faving truths and
duties which we were all agreed
in 3 and that.did fo manage their fe-
veral littlz and felfith caufes, as
wounded or injured the common

- D3 caufe
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caufe of the Chriftian and Refor.
med Churches. He had a great
diftafte of the books called. 4
Friendly Dzbase, &e. aid Eeclef-
aflical Lelity, av fiom ur: vil Spie
Iit, injuriug Scripture Phrale, and
tempting the Atheilts to contemn
-all Religion, (o they might but
“vent their {pleen, and be thought
- to have the better of theiradver-
farics 5 and would fay, Homw eaffe
# it -to requite fuch men, and all
partiesto expofe each other to con-
‘tempt ? (Indeed, how many Pa-
rifhes in Ewgland afford teo plen-
teous matter of reply to one that
- took that for his part; and of tears
toferions obfervers) ?

His main defire was, That as me,
- fhould not be peevifbly quarrelfom
-againft any lawful circumftances,
forms or ordersio Religion,. much
les think themfilves godly men,
- becaufe they can fty.from other
S - mens
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mens circumftances, or fetled‘law-
ful Orders as {in 5 fo efpecnally,
that no humane additions of Opi-
nion, Orders, Modes, Qeremome.v,
Profeffions, or Promifes, thould
ever be managed to the hindering

of Chriftian Love and Peace, nor
of the Preaching of the Golpel,

“nor the wrong of our common
‘Caufe, or the ftrengthening of A-

ifm, Infidelity, Prophanefs or
gi)e;;gf)’r; but thzt Chriftian Veri-
ty and Piety, the Love of God
andman, and a good life, and our
common peace in thefe, mightbe
firlt refolved on and fecured, and
all our additionsmight beufed,but
in due fubnrdination tqthefe,;gncf
not toany injury of anyof thems
nor Selts, Parties, or narrow In-
terefts - beé fet up agamﬁ' th_e cog:-_
mon duty, and the publick intereft.
and peace. el
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I know you are acquainted,
how greatly he valued Mr. Seldex,
being one of his Executorss his
Books and PiGture being {till near
him. I think it meet thereforeta
remember , that becaufe many
Hobbifts do report, that Mr. Sel-
dern was at the heart an Infidel,
and inclined to the Opinions of
Hobbs , 1 defired him to tell me
the truth herein: And he oft

profefled to me, that Mr. Seldes.

was a refolved -ferious Chriftian
and that he was a great adverfary
to Hobbs his errorss and that he
had feen him openly oppofe him

- fo carneftly, as either to depart .

from him, or drive him out of
the Room. And as Mr. Selden
was one of thof¢ called Erafians
(as his Book d: Synedriis, and
others fthew), yet owned the
.Office properly Minifterial. = So
moft Lawyers that ever I was ace

g_uainted with, taking the word

Jre

more than the meer Doctoral,
Prieftly power, and power over
their own Sacramental Communi-
on in the Church which they
guide, do ufe to fay, that it is
primarily inthe Magiftrate (asno
doubt all power of Corporal Co-

ercion, by Mul&@s and Penalties is).

And as to the Accidentals to the
proper power-of Priefthood, or the

-Keys , they truly fay with Dr.-

Stillingflees, That God hath fetled
nooneform.

Indeed, theLord Chief Juftice

thought, that the power of the
Word and Sacraments in the Mi-
niterial Office, was of Gods in-
flitution 5 and that thfgr l:veég tl!;}e
roper Judges appoirited by Chri
D Shey themfelves fhould

apply Sacraments, and to whom

they fthould deny them. But that
the power of Chancellors Court;,
‘ an
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Jurifdiction, to fignifie fomething

e
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d many modall additions, which
Z?e g‘i:t yof the Effence of the
Prieftly Office, floweth from the

King, and may be fitted to the §

State of the Kingdom. Which
is true, iIf it be limited by Gods

Laws, and exercifed on thing on- §

ly allowed them to deal in, and

contradiét not the Ordersand Pow- |
ers {etled by Chrift and his Apo- §

ftles. L

Qn this account he thought |

11 of the form of Government
;Zle the Church of Englands (la-
menting the mifcarriages of ma-
ny perfons ) , and the want of
Parochial Reformatlo,n:‘ But he
was greatly for uniting in Love
and Peace, upon fo murh as
is neceffary to Salvation, with
all Good , Sober , Peageable
Men. ‘ .

And
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And he was much againft the

corrupting of the Chriftian Religi-~

on (whole Simplicity and Pyrs-
#y he jultly took to be much of
1is excellency), by mens bufie ad.
ditions, by Wi, Policy, Ambiti-
on, or any thing elfe which fo-
prifticateth it , “and maketh j¢
avother thing, and caufeth the

lamentable contentions of the
world.

What he was a5 a Lawyer, a
Judg, a Chriftian, is fo well known,
that  think for me to pretend that
my teftimony is of any ufe, were
vain. I will only tellyou what I
have written by his Pitture, in
the front of the great Bible which
['bought with his Legacy, in me-
mory of his Love and Name, viz.
SirMatthew Hale, That unwearicd
Student , that prudent Man, that

Jolid Philofopher, that fumons Law- *

yery that PILLAR and BASIS o
s BLE R it iy
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FOSTICE(who would not have done
an-unjuft ai for any worldly price
or motive), the Ornamemt of his
Majeflics Government, and Hononr
of England 5 the highef# facalty o

the Soul of \.;Veﬂminﬁerqﬂa]l, ]am{

pattern to all the Reverend and Hp- .

nonrable Judgesy That godly ferious
pradtical Chriffian , the lover of
goodnefs and all good nien 3a lamen-
ter of the Clergies [elfifbnefs, and
unfaithfulnefs, and difcord, and of
the (ad divifions following hereup-
on3 An earneft dfmr:}{ their Refor-

mation, Concord, an
peace , and of a REFORMED
ACT of ONIFORMITY , as the
bef and neceffary means theretos
That great contemner of the Rickes,
Pomp and Vanity of ‘the WorldsThat
pattern qbfobone/i plainmefs and buwi-
ﬁtf’ who while be fled from the
lonnour that purfued him, was ye
Lord Chief Fuftice of the Kings
Bench , after his being long Lord
. -Chief

T e,

the Churches

e T e
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Chief Baron of the Exchequer 3 li-
ving and dying, ertring on, ufing,
and voluntarily furrendring his place
of Fudicature, with the moft univer-
fal Love, and Honour, and Praife,

that ever did Englifh Subject in this
Age, or any that juft Pﬁﬁor} doth

- acquaint us with, &c, &c. &e. This

man [0 wife, [0 good, [o great, be-
queathing me in his Teflament the
Legacy of Forty fhillings, meerly
asda Teftimony of bis refpelt andlove,
I thought this book, the Teftament
of Chrift, the meeteft purchafc bythat
price, to remain in memorial of the
Jaithful love, which he bare and long
expreffed to bis inferionr and unwor-
thy, bur bonouring Friend , who
shoight to bavebeen with Chrift be-

fore ki, andwaiteth for the dayof

bis per{eil conjuncion with the Spi-

tits of the Juft made perfed,

Richard Baxter;




