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The Divinity of the
Chriftian Religion,
Proved by the Evidence of
Realon, and Diyine
- Revelation,

"CHAP. I

Religion 15 neceffury for the by of

- God,and bappinefs of Mo, Among
the Variety of Religions i the world,

"tis the highef? poing of Wifdom 1 /

confuder which 55 pleafing to God,

God alone 35"t proferibe she way of

bis Worfhip, ~ He bas revealrd its

The:truth of Chriftian Religion 55

Hiade evident by compdring it withy

all




Chiiltian Religion
all other Religions.  Gentilim con-
vinc'd of falfity by its contradicting
Natural Light in mifkaking the ob-

jelt of Worfbip, and in the manner

of it The Idolatry, the impure and
frivolons Rites, the cruel Sacrifices
of the Heathens confidered.  Philo-
fophy was incffeCtual to redrefSthofe
evils.  Fudaiim confuder’d. - The
cerenionial part of that R eligion con-
tains nothing morally good. "Tivas
of impofSible performance to all Na-
tions. “Twas enjoyr’d the Jews for
[pecial reafous. The carnal Law
wis to expire at the coming of the
Mefsiah, and give place to the Chri-
ftian Religion, that is all ife and
{pirit. The falfuefs and abfurdity
of Mabometifm difeovered by the

gualityof the Author, and s nature;

bythe frandulent and Violent means
wherehy “twas propagated; by the

quality of thofe wwho received it igno-

rant

pobed by Realon,
rant barbarons Nations ; by the e W
liy of the Reward it propounds, ii- W?\I/’\\L -
ther becoming God to beftow, nor o
Man't defire, ‘-

| | “Aving in fome formet
¥ Dilcourfeseftablith’t and

" clear’d the Foundations
of Religion, I fhall proceed to -
raile the Superffrudture, Thae
God is the Maker of the World .
that he obferves our moral A,
ons, and will require an Account
of them in the future flate, and
diftribute eternal Recompences
accordingly, hasbeen proved by
{uchinvincible Evidence that Reas
fon cannot refift. It follows there-
fore that Religion is nece{Tary
both for the honour of God, and
inorderto the happinels of Man,
For we cannot conceive, but that
the wife Creator in making all

B 2 things,




m ¥ ChnftianRligion. ~ probed by Reafon, ;
| W things, defign'd his own Gloty, “ces not as profitable to Him, butm o

L both in the manifeftation of his

as the juft expreffions of our love, (i- .

own Perfections, and that they

{hould be acknowledg'd and reve-

renc’d, loved and praisd by in-

telligent Creatures,. T hi_s is 2 na-

tutal duty,to which Mankind with
an unforc'd confent agrees. For,

as Honour in the general is the
homage paid to confpicuous Ex-
cellencies, and fpecially to benefi-
cent Vertues ; fo Religion, that i
the higheft Honour, is juftly due
to God, the molt Sovereign Being
in all Perfetions, and our Sove-
reign Benetactor, And tis equal-
ly clear that the happinels of Man
depends on Religion, For if God
regards the Actions of Men, not

&/

to have a naked {peculative know-
‘ledg of them, buc with an Eye of
Providence and Judgment ; 1f He
will accept and reward our fervi-

' ces

thankfulnels, and obedience to
Him, 'tis requiftce our prime care
fhould be to ferve Him, In this
the greateft Duty and {upream In-
tetelt of Men are inviolably uni-
ted : for what obligation can pof-
fibly be equal to that of pleafing
our Maker and Preferver 2 and
what is comparable to the Intereft
of Eternity 2 Frony hence there s
a general inclination in Men to
wotfhip the Deity, impreft from
the Author of Nature ; but the

wa[{‘s are diverfe. Religion ch;mges \

its{hape in feveral Countries, and

the Rites that are obferved by fome

Nations as {acred, are rejected by

others as impious, or vain, Now,

in this variety of Religions, and

every one contrary to the other,
‘tis neceffary to confider which is
By  tha




6 . Chitian Beligion probed by Realon, y
a'"apg i, that [pecial Way of ferving God dations of their Belief and Adhe- E‘ﬁ;ﬁ“

LA~ that s only pleafing to Him, Ifa

‘ Im rence are {o weak, that did they Lo~
Traveller be diftracted between: !

call Reafon to Counfel, they muft

feveral Wayes, he will enquird
which leads to his Journeys end,
and not go on with uncercainty,
Andis it notinfinitely reafonable
to do that in the moft important
Affair, which any perfon will do

in the moﬁ ordinary? To. bein-

different in a matter fo deeply

be convinc’d of their Errors. They
are led by vain refpe@s to their

- Progenitors from whom their Re-

ligion is deriv'd; and what they
receive at firlt without dilcerning,
they never diftuft; Asif the firlt
Inftructions were alwayes true,

They refign up their Judgments

to their Princes: And if humane % funey s
Authotity were a [ufficient motive SRy,
in this cafe, then every Religion #2..”

concerning us, is prodigious above
* - all wonder.  For if the means we
ufe to obtain the Favour of God,

provoke his Anger, our mifery is
semedilels. But alas! no rafhnefs
is {o common, as that of Men’s
preferring one Religion before -
pobes.

- How many falle Religions are
defended by whole Nations with
thar Zeal asif they were the moft
- flured Perfons 2 when the Foun:

T daons

will be faving in the Country
where tis eftablifl'd by Law.Na

the Chriftian Religion, thougK
fhining with an extraordinary lu-
fter, which jultifies it to every one
that will but open hiseyes to con-
fiderit, yet is asinjudicioufly and
carelefly received, as the vaineft
Religion in the World, Innume-
o B4 rable
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Chap. 1.

Cheiftian Religion
rable are Chriftians in ticle, with-
out any folid conviction in thei
minds, or divine change in theit
heatts, the effects of its truth and
goodnels.  They are Difciples of
Chrift, as the Turks ate of Mab-
nuet, by the {ole impreffion of Ex-

ample,

In the difcuffiug this matter T

fhall proceed upon fuch Princi-
ples as are evident to the humane
indetftanding. “Tis a common
Principle acknowledged by all
Wien, That God alone 45 ts preferibe
shas Wity and Order of Service wherein
He will be honowred,  For this Rea-
fon thofe who in any Narion in-

troduc’d a Form of Religion, al-

yays pretended to have Divine.
Direétion for it.  Now that God
hay fignified his Will toMen in
this moft‘important Mareer , ’tis
gl fealonable 1o believe. The
LIPS O SRR Vn PhﬂOa

’

p1092D by Reafon,

§ Philofopher obferves tht {uchis
the providence of Nature, that the

moft neceffary Arts for fhe fuf,ﬂ'”riﬁo Me-

tap,
‘
e
»

pott of life are ealily learnt, of 2

l

Inthe rudeft Ages men were skil.
full to cultivate the Earth, to go-'

vern their Flocks, to drefs their
Provifions for food. But thofe
Arts thar were onely for delight,

not abfolutely ufeful; a5 Mu i

Painting, Perfuming , Embriode.
rz? we. required more ftudy and
skill, and therefore were more
modern.  And if the Divine Pro.
vidence has fuch a tender care of
Man, asto make the knowledge
of fuch things ealy, as are féqui-
fite for the Temporal life, *is res.
fon to believe he has not Jeft him
deftitute of thofe means that are
neceffary for the obrainingErterpal
Life. Now that the Chriftian
Religion alone is trug, will fully
wen Y LBy

Chap. 14




probed by Beafon, 1
then {pread through afl the Regj. § />
ons under both vth% Hemi&liigs.m |
Now tis evident by Reafon thege
is but one true God, aq Infipite
Being, the Maker and Governoyy
of all thingsthat has alope Divine
excellencies in himfelf and 2 Dj.
vine Empize overus, and confe.
quencly 15 alone worthy. of Sy.
preme Honour. And what greate
indignity can be offered to Him
than the placing of Idols in His
Throne: He js 2 jealous God.
fenfible and fevere, “and will ot
fuffer any partner in his Worfhip,

His Honour is eminently con-
cernd to vindicate His defpifed
Deity. Tis a pittiful fhift ¢ 4.
ledg, that they honoured their .
ferxour Gods with 2 lower and
impertect worfhip: for all divine
Worthip is fupreme,, and to be
gven oaly to the fupreme God,
| Be.

10 Chittian Religion
m 1. Bycomparing it withother
V7 Va N Religiﬁs, thatfupron trial ﬁre cgm-
o i3 g vincd B open fallicy, or that they
J v, el Ifare inﬁnicefy excelle{i by the Chri)-,
{7 7 ffﬂ%ﬁian in thofe things wherein they
i m/?77 have any refemblance, or degrees
| of Truth and Goodnels. |

2. By confidering it directly,
as to its intrinfick excellencies, and
thofe External Supernatural Ope-
rations, that are the exprefs Cha-
ra@ers of Gods hand, which af-
ford an infallible teftimony of his
approving it. |

Before the coming of Chrift in-
to the World there were two forts
of Religions, Gentilifme, and Ju-
daifme, The firlt is uteerly ex-
cluded upon the account of its
grofs and palpable contrariety to
the Principles of found Reafon.

t.By a fundamental error in
the Object of Worfhip. Idolatry
o then




11 Chifkian Weligion

Eﬁﬁ Befides, what mare debafes Man
L~y than to canfectate the flowerof his
efteem and affe@ions to unworthy
Objects,and many times to thinfgs
wherein wete no figns of Life,
much Jefs any Ray of Divinity 2
"Tis evident therefore that the nu-
merous Sects of Superftition were
involv'd in the molt wretched ig-
norance of God and themfelves.
And ’tis oblervable, that no quar-

R of¥e g Ty thens about the {everal Gods they
f Judusdion bo orfhip'd, For the Devil, the ir-
.. I/“b/? b
1 Glory and Man’s Happinefs, was
pleas’d with their deadly Errours,
Letthem adore the Hoft of Hea-
ven, or of the Earth, it was alike
tohim: for they all diverted the
minds of Men from the {ole Ob-
iect of Divine Worfhip, the true
God. |
| 2. Gen-

i f £ Yeheoham relswere 1ais'd amongft the Hea-

reconcileable Enemy to God's

p10Ded by Reafon, 13
2. Gentilifm was equally cul-m |
pable in the manner of Wotfhip, Loy
Thofe who made Gods to them-
felves, ordained their fervice ac-

| cording to their fancies. But the

true God that made Man will be
worfhipped according to his own
appointment.  Now if we confi-
der that unintelligible variety of
Religions ambng& the Heathens,
we I%all have reafon to conclude,
that there is no inftance wherein
the excefs of Man’s native blind-
nels and depravation is more afto-
nifhing, than in the ways he has
devifed for the ferving of God.
This will appear by taking a fhort
general view of the ways of Wor-
{hip in pratice among the moft
learned and polite Heathens.
The Grecians and Romans had Tows Gewi,

, ) . frivolis ple-
the reft, yet how frivolous and ex- e et

travagant gio of. Plin,




p200ed by Reafon, o
|Uncleannefs, andunde che maskafm
of Religiotl the bafeft Villanjes Jpbe '
were difguifed, But [ vill not rake | Mexhae
in chol ks of lchines, Now 137
what is more impious tha 0 ifng. s6opom,
gine that God s pleafed with the ;&% i,
molt {ordid Lufts, that cannot b JTQW P

' ) - De a1 du- -
nam'd without violating-’{Mode- fxeTds
Ry, nor chaughe of withous def o
ling the Mind with their infamous T "y
Ldeas ?‘But tis no wonder that fuch o,
pollutions were efteemed Religis Protrept,
ous Rites, for they arributedto
their Gods fuch ations as were
moft unworthy a vertuous Man,

The Poets were the chief Doors
in their Church. Their tales of the
Rapes and Incefts, and fecret A. .
mouss of their reputed Deities
were the rule of their Faith, And’
what a pernitious influence thi
kind of belief had upon them, and
how difhonourable it was to thei

Gods,

14 Chiiltan Religion
Chap. 1. travagant, nay how impious were
L~ their folemn Myfteries? The E-
leufia facra, - the rites of Cybele,
the Floralia, &c. were mixtures of
Folly and Filthinefs. Their Au.
~ guiriés by the flight of Birds, their
E,ﬁ“f;;fe Prefages by in{peting the |[Inerals
Sapiehans, of Beafts, and the Smoak of the
guan & i Tncenfle, were {o faritaftick, that if
one had defign’d to invent things
ridiculous without the leaft {hew
of Reafon, it had not been poff
ble to exceed them. They were
very curious about Trifles, and
carelefs of real Vertue: And what
is mote unworthy of God than to
imagine that He is pleafed with
lictle {enflefs obfervances {olemn.
ly performed 2 They were atraid
to {oil themfelves with imaginary
pollutions, and infenfible of the
deepeft defilements. *Their moft

facred Myfteries were a covert for
Un-




t0bed by Reafon,  *
eity -propitious, is manifeft in Chap. 1.
{everal inflances, and ef pecially in Lommy

16 Chaittian Religion o
P Gods, the wifer fort then dilco-
Chap. 1. yerd. Tt was Cicers' juft cenfure
W

of Homer, that whereas he ﬂlo‘uld
have raifed up Earth to Heaven,
inftructed Men to live acco‘rdn}g
to the purity of the Gods,he forc'd
down Heaven to Earth, and
made the Gods to live like ltlle_p
in this Region of impurity. Tis
the higheft Glory of Man to be
ade the Image of God in moral
excellencies, and tis the vileft con-
tumely to God tofafhion him to
be the Image of Mans vicious af-
fections. -~ o
Add furthier, that Man was a
finner, and under the righteous
difpleafure of Heaven, all were
compelld to acknowledge by the
Stings of Conlcience. But what
miferable work has been made
from the ignorance and guilty
fears of the Heathens,to render the

Deity

their cruel (acrifices of Men, This
was their practife in extream dap-
gers, to purge their Cities, and 2«
vert Divine Judgments. As if fome
cminent ats of Sin had the vertye
of expiation, In thott, the defign
of Religion jsto procure the fa-
vour of God,and to [an@ifie Man,
both which are neceflary in order
tohis Bleffednefs ; but how in (yf.
ficient Gentilifm was for thefe -
great effects is manifeft, Nay, on
the contrary, fuch 4 prodigious
mixture of folly and wickednefs
makes it fadly evident, that the
variety of Religions among the
Heathens, were but fevera ways
of diﬂmnouring God, and perifh.
ing for ever. It is further o be
oblerved, that the Philofophers
of greateft reputation, admir'd as

C Oracles
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Chap. 1.
LA

Chiltian Beligion
Oracles of more than humane
Wifdom, did not cure thele de-
fructiveevils. They fhould have
expreft an Heroic Magnaminity
(to which they vainly pretended)
in refifting the dreadful torrent
of Idolatry that cverflowed the
World. But they bafely tempo-
rizd with the vulgar Heathen.
"Twas their declared Principle,

that 2 wife Man fhould follow

| Bl Auserh W futhe Religion of his Country, and

conform in his external practice

Hwith eftablifhe coftoms, 1f he re-

| {/ﬂmf» fre ferv’d bis mind free for Philofo-

1 ,/.':UHF

B Ii,/&(’. .-

phy.  Thus they extinguifh’d the
moft radiant beam of the Deity,
and rob’d him of his moft glorious
Actribuee the Unicy of his Effence.
And by this we may judgehow
unfic they wete to inftruét and
corre the degenerare World, and
makeit wuly betcer, when they

fuffer'd

probed by Reafon,
fuffer'd Religion, the fountain of
all Vertues, to be corrupted  and
the Worfhip of the only true God,
the prime and chief pirt of Piety,
to be given not only toinferiour
objects, but to evil Spirits. Mife-
rable Phyficians! whofe care was
applied to redrefs fome lefTer evils
that concern’d Societies, and neg.
lected this mortal wound in tEe
Beart. “Tisa killing aggravation
of their connivance and compli-
ance with ignorant Idolaters, thac
they held the truth in unrighteou-
wefS s and when they knew God,
they glorified Him ot as God, but
chang'd the Glory of his Tncorruptible
Nature, into an Inage made like to
corruptible Man, and Birds, and four-
footed Beafls, and creeping things,
This was the ftate ‘of the Pagan
World till the Gofpel appear'd,
and directed the natural religious
C:

19
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mf’ropﬁr channel, to the only true

Chittan Bcligicn

inclination of mankind into its

God.
1. The Religion of the Jews is

tobe confidered. This the Chrifti-
ans acknowledg with them, was
Divine in its Authority, Dotrine,
Moral part, Worfhip and Promi-
fes.  God himfelf was the Au-
thor, and confirm’d it by many
illuftrious Miracles. "Tis deliver'd
in the moft antient authentick and
venerable Writings in the World,
Itinftrudts us concerning the Na-
tute of God, his Works of Creati-
on and Providence, and the Judg-
mentto come. It commandsthe
Jove of God, and to {erve him on-
ly, and the love of our Neighbour
as out [elves. The ceremonial
pactwas a full conviction of the

puile of Sin, a vifible difcovery of

the sights of eternal Juftice, and 2
| powet-

p0020 by Weafon,

powetful means to humble Men 8;:

Majefty of the Creator. It pro-
pounds temporal rewards, asthe
marks of Gods favour futable to
the Church then inits minority,
but under that Vaile the moft ex-
cellent and eternal rewards. This
Religion in its Ceremonial extet-
nal part was to continue till the
coming of the Meffiah,and then to
be abolifh’d.  To make this evi-
dent, I fhall thus proceed : |
1. Tharthe ceremonial part con-
tain’d nothing that was morally
and unchangeably good, for then
it had been obligatory to all Na-
tions, and from the beginning ;
whereas it was prefcribed only to,
the Jews, and after along (pace of

 time, whetein many haly Men,

though ignorant of that part of the
Law, yet received a Divine tefti-
C 3 mony

e
before the Infinite and offended \,WPL
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p200cd by Realon, 21

drawn in the Legal Miniftration, m

numberlefs Images of the Meffiah; Lomimyu
 their Temple and High-Prieft,

2 Chedltian Religion

Chap. 1. mony that they pleafed God.
vy 1 Twas of impoffible per-
formance to all other Nations ; as

appears by the Precepts concern-
ing Sacrifices that were to be of-
feted only in Jerfalem, and by the
Levitical Priefts, and their folemn
Feltivals fo many times in the
Year. Now the Worfhip of God
being an effential Duty of therea-
{onable Creature, “tis abfurd to
imagine that it neceflarily confifts
in fuch things that cannot be done
by all Men.

3. God himfelf often declar’d
that the Rituals of the Law were
ofno price with him abfolutely
confider’d.

4. They were enjoynd the

Jews for peculiar reafons, princi- |

pally that by thole imperfect rudi-

ments they might be prepar’d for 1}

* the tunes of Reformation, God had
drawn

their Atk and Offerings, with all
their Ceremonial Service did fig-
nally point at him. And this s
aninfallibleevidence, that a mind
(uperiour to' Mofes’s defign’d all
that Work with a final relpet to
Chrift, that the Jewifh Nation

| having the Idea of him always

prelent might not miftake him
when he fhould appear. And that
heavy yoke of Ceremonics, with
the [pirit of fervile fear thac artend-
ed it, was to excite in them earneft
longings after the Meffiah,the De-
fire of all Nations, that with un-
{peakable joy they might receive
himat his coming. |

Now that the Legal Infticution
fhould expire for the weaknefs
andvunprogtablenefs thereof, and

C4 3




Pfal 40,

Pfiliio,

Chuftian Religion

a DivineSacrifice be offer'd up of
infinite value and vertue o recon-
cile God, and purifie the Confci-
ences of Men, was declared whilit
the fervice of the Temple wasper-
form'd with the greateft Pomp,
Thus the Meffiah fpake by the
mouth of David, Sacrifice and offer-
ing thow doft mot defive, my beart haft
thou open'd ; Burnt-offering and Sin-
offering haftthow not reguired, then faid
Llo I comestn the Volume of the Book 'tis
written of me ; Ldelight to do thy will 0
myGod. And the fame infpired
Prophet declard when the Levi-
tical Priefthood was in the great-
eft {plendour, that there was ano-
ther order of Priefthood than that
of Aaron, eftablifhed in a more
folemn manner, and of everlaft-
ing efficacy : The Lord hath fiworn,
and will ot repent, thow art a Prieft for
ever after the order of Melchiedec,

. That

pbed by Realon, 15 -

That thi Prophecy relpected the (<
Mefliah, even the Pharifees could Chap. 1.
not deny. For when Jefus Chrift e 22 42
aske them whofe Son Chrift was

# tobe? they anfwered Davids, And
| demanding again whyDavidcall'd
i him Lord, in thofe wotds of the
 Plalms, The Lord fuid untomy Lord,
B [t thowat my right hand till T have
g ade thine enemies thy foot-fhool? they

could anfwer nothing, Their filence

| wasa clear ac-kn'owledgment that

the Meffiah was the Perfon there
intended. ~ The Apoftlealfo who gy, 5
wrote to the Jews, takes it for
granted bythe univerfal confent n) ‘
of that Nation, that that Plalm re- D7 4 uy;
{pected the Mefliah, and provesit d‘:""’”".
was accomplifh’din Jefus Chrift, W"/ S
Befides, ‘twas foretold by the Pro- /8¢ 7'/9"&"‘*

phet Feremiab, that another Cove- W-fﬂ‘g' |

nant fhould be made, wherein the

- seal benefits of the pardon of Sin,

and




pubed by Bealon, . 5,
fucceed in its place, and be dif. W
led among all Nations. This s L;\g\:

16 Chittian Religion

W and true Holinefs that were tipif- "
v ~aed by the Legal purificationsand

obfervances, thould be conferred
on God’s People.  Behold, the days

come, [aith the Lord, that Twill make a

nesw Covenant with the Houfe of Ifrael,
different from that made with their
Fathers when they came out of the Land
of gypt, Twill put my Laww into their
nward parts, and write it in their
hearts, and will be their God, and they
[hall be my People,  And they fhall no
more teach every Man bis Neighbour,
and every Man bis Brother, [aying,
Know the Lord ; for they [hall know me

rom the leaft o them to the greateft of
“them, faith the Lord : for Iwillforgive

their niquities, and 1 will remember §

their finno more. In Thort, there are
abundant Declarations in the Pro-

phets, that the carnal Religion of
aRe- §

the Jews (hould expire, an
ligion all Spiit and Life fhould
~ fucceed

to be introduc'd by the Meffiah
Thus Mofes foretold, The Lrf tby‘
God fhall vaife wp « Propher froma-

| mong thy Brethren like unto me.. Him
4 e fhgll bear, Tas the.ﬁr:gular

pretogative of Mofes above - the

 xelt of the Prophers, that he was
' a Lawgiver, and Mediatonr.of the

Covenant berween God andlfrgel,

| and accordingly the Meffish was

tobea Lawgiver and Mediatour
ofa new Covenant, Now if the
Mofaic Inflitutions were 1o re.
main after hjs coming, the Pa-
ralle] would not hold between
them in thofe principal refpects,

Befides, “twas prophefied that th
Meffiah fhould beaKing f?tt?n;

on the Throre of David, “and com.
mzm.dmg)t{;e Kings of the Eare, By
Which *tis evident that his Lays

- muft




Chrittian Religion

W muft be of another nature than
v thole of Mofes, that were Kroper
con-

only to the Church whil
fin'd to the Jewifh pale, butnot
for the government of the World.
And whereas the Jews object,thac
{fome of their Rites were ordajn’d
to continue for ever. The anfwer

is clear, That was only to diftin- §
guifh them from {ome temporary
injuntions, that were of force on-
ly while they were in the Wildet-

nefs, or when they wereinhabi-

tants of (Canaan, but were to be .
practis d in all places,vill by a new |

fignification of the Divine Will
they were forbidden. And 't ob-

fervable that in the Jewith Law.

the term for ever, when applied ei-
ther to aMans right, or to fervi:
tude, imports only a continuance
to the Jubile: fo tzat thofe Ritu.
als were to continue in their vi

gous

pr00ed by Reafon, 19
gour during that intire period, and a.;u;\
to be determin’d after the coming Lo~y
of the Meffiah, the great Jubile of
the World. And that Jefus Chrift
is the promifed Meffiah 'is moft

{ cvident, in that his coming was
§ exaltly as he was defigned, and
i wastobe expeQed ; that he had

the power of working Miracles
to authorie him to change the ex-
ternals of their Worfhip and Set-
vice. Briefly, Judaifm now is but

| the Carcals of a dead Religion,
. and the obftinate adherers to i,

are become [o fotrifhly blind, as |
to believe the moft prodigious
fables, as divineRevelatii)ons.'%heir v. ﬂ/.»m |
Talmud, fo reverenc'd by them, praciets, ® Juky,
contains intolerable follies, nay of-p 130
Blafphemies againﬁ God, It/ vof B
tegulates his hours in the day, Aehn! Yo, I8
It relates that he fpends three 1n (ewrp 2t |
{h,ldying the Law,and three more , 9’.’&1& 2/: |

in /.?7; 3—1/'/«/5,7 v

oy
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30 Chiftian Religion P a3
. m in the inftruting Children thar J§ £OUS World Bst this camesin it ’\haA./;: |
LA~ dyed in their minority, and that he fuch apparent and certain marks of LA

employs three in taking the ac.
counts of the World, and in the
three laft diverts him(elf with

Leviathans,and that the night being §

come, (for theyimagine that the |

Sun fets inParadife) he alcends l§ WS derived: a robber one drenche

 infenfuality, and therefore utter-

a Chariot drawn by the (wifteft

Spirits, the Cherubims, and vifits the |

eighteen thoufand Worlds he cre-
ated. I fhallnot inftance in any
more of their extravagant tales,
not to be defended by the pretence
o {olemn Myfteries and by ftrai.
ned Allegories. This is fufficient
to thew that by the Righteous
Judgment of God, for their rejec
ing the Truth of the Gofpel they
are givenupto believe Lies.
Since the comeing of Jelus
Chilt, Mabumetanifm has over.
" {pread a great part of the Barba-
T0US

falfiey, that it can be no temptati.
onto any petfon in whom there
is but a [park of good.Hence whe-
ther we confider,

1. The Authour from whom it

ly unqualified to be the revealer
of the Will of the Holy God to

I Men.

2. The quality of its dockrines ,
fome are ridiculous and extrava-
gant above .the vanity of a feave.
tifh dream : fomeare pernicious,
flattering both the lower Appe-
tites ;the concupifcible by loofing -
its natural reftraints from exorbi-
tant flefhly pleafures; the irafci.
ble, by commending the violent
oppteffion of others for the ad-
vancement of Religion,

3. The

T T T
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’l9he means by whichithad B wonder is it that pleafant follies E};ﬁ
> thould ufurp the belief of the ig- LA

3-7.
AN

Chap. 1.5 ife and was propagated : It

{prang from impotture ; Mahomet
ereéted an Oracle inhis own Fan- |
cy,and pretended that the Holy |
Ghott delcended thereto give his f§

Thus he feduc’d ac |

{pirations. i God, and the excellence of Man,
ﬁrl{) : buthaving got a ftrong par- |
ty, Force fucceeded Deceit.  The
Sword cut its way through many E
Countries. And is it ftrange that
the People fo fiercely taught §

fhould follow the Religion of the
cruel Conquerour ? Thus it was
planted thus it increal’d,and is fill
maintain’d by the fame canfes.

4 The quality of thole who

Nations, and abfolutely forbid to
make an inquity into the matters
of Religion. And how cafieis it
to make an impre[ﬁ_on on therude
Jump of the multitude 2 what

wonder |

norant vulgar 2

5. It promilesin the fueure life
aParadile fic for Swine, moft un-
worthy the glorious Rewarder

Thisis o evident, that Avicert, 2
Saracen Philofopher, and A4
wetan in profeflion, fpeaks with
abhorence of thofe dreggy low .
delights, and on the contrary af-
lerts, that the heighth of happine(s

| isinthe perfections of the Soul -
¥ nited 1o God ; and thus vertually
J condemnstheir Faich,as repugnant
g to the dictates of clear Reafon,
received it. "They were Barbarous |

CHAP. Il

The Chriftian Religion direétly eonfis
dered, Previous Confideyations,
D Tha




Chap. 2. That therewas fuch a per/on as Je-
v~ s Chrift who conver ftin the World,

S
God's Perfettions in the mamier of Cﬁ“ép' 2

and infbituted that Religion, is moft
credible fromthe wniform teftimony
of Chriftiansin all Ages, "Tts equal-
ly certain the Books containing the
Doétrine of (hrift, are tranfmtted
without material alteration, The
proofs of Chriftian Religion, though

ot equal in clearnefSto fence or Jei-

ence, yet are uffictent to convince |§
unpreudiced minds of its truh, B

The intrinfick Excellencies of the
Chriftian Religion confidered,  The
Doctrines of the Gofpel illyfbrae
Natural Traths concerning ' God,
and reveal what s further neceffy
for bis Glory and Man's Happinef
The intire Agreement between them,
The Gofpel difcovers the mifery of
Manin its canfes and degrees ; and
the means of bis recovery, Tt -
prefents a full and glorious Inageof

Gods

our Reforation. Therefore tis w8

thy of all acceptation. “The Chyi
JHian Religion fets before ns 4 Rule
pire and per picuous, in vothing fie
perfluons o defective, The Pro.
mifes of the Gofpel are worthy of
Gody and fuitable to the wants and
defires of Mot They offer the
pardon of Sin upori the condition of
Repentance and Faith:  The fupers
natural Afiftance of the boly Sporie;
The upply of our temporal wass,
- and fupport under Afflctions, The

reward of Eternal Life,

[ Will now confider the Clii:

. ftian Religion dire&ly 1 it
felf. Tt has thils noble prerogative
above the reft, the more otie {¢ar
chesintoit, the more its Divinity’
appears; Whiereas other Religions
tmay plealea fudden Eye, bt can
P2 por

"
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oo things are to be premiled.

Ehriftian Beligion

not endure a ferious tryal,  Some

1. 1fhall fuppofe it as a Prin-
cipleabove all doisbt, there was

fuch a Perfon as Jefus Chriftwho §
converfedin the World, confign’'d |
the Chriftian Do&rine tothe A- |§
poftles, and by them tis conveyed [
to us in the New-Teftament. For §
inafferting it we have the uniform §

depofition of all thar profels this

Religion, from its rife ill the pre- |

fent Age, and in all parts of the
World. Though in other things
of different opinions, yet they a-
gree in this, that Jefus Chrift was
their Founder. Now who can
better know the Author of an In-
{ticution Ecclefiaftical or Skcular,
than thofe who were admitted in-
toits beginning, and thofe who
have {ucceeded in that order from
age to age without interruption?

Befides,

p200ed by Reafon,

Befides, we have the confenting
and conftant teftimony of Jews
and Heathens, the obftinate oppo-
fers of the Chriftian Religion, tha
its name as well as original was
detived from Chrift, We may
with more Reafon fufpect, there
were never {uch Philofophers as
Plato'and Ariftatle, or that the
Books which from their times by
univerfal petlevering fame have
been attribured to them, were
made by others and put forth up-
der falle titles, than to queftion
whatis [0 generally receiv’'d con-
cerning the Author of the Gofpel,
"Tis the perfection of folly and
madnels to oppofe fuch evic;;:nce.

2. "Tis equally certain that the
Books of the New-Teftament are
tran{miteed to usin their otiginal

purity, without any material al.

teration, Forit is incredible that
D3 the

NN
Chap. 2.
Vol
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perfons wife and good, of excel- Chapf 2.'

38 Clpittian Religion
Chn 2, the focicties of (hrifians fhould

LA negledt the Yrefervmg incorrupe

and intire, thofe Writings which
they efteemed a moft {acred trea-
fure, on which they built their

hopes of eternal bleflednefs. I §
cannot be {uppos'd they would
tranfmit them to their Children, § fuffer any notable alteration in

B them,much lefs confpire to makea

whofe Salvation muft have been
deater to them than the World,

otherwife than they received them, |

"This were to charge them with the
moft {upine carefefnefs, and un-
natural cruelty. Befides, the great

pumber of Copies difperft through |

all places, and tranflated into ma-
ny Languages, and read in all
Chriftian Aflemblies, make the at.
tempt tofalfifie them in things of
moment to be morally impoff
ble. This will be more clear, if
we eonfider thit among (hrifti
anstherg have been {o many per

fons

lent learning and vertue, and of
diverfe Countries,that by theit of-
fice wete eftablifh’t the Depofito-
ries of thole precious Writings,
And is there any colorable pre-
tence to imagine, that they fhould

change in any Doctrines of Faith
or Li%e therein deliver'd > Togive
reputation and credit to a lye, in-
titling it to Divine Revelation, ef-
pecially in matters of Eternal con-
fequence, is {uch a black ctime,
that nonecan be prefumed capa- - -
ble of, but one that has utterly loft
his Conlcience. I fhall not here
urge, that the Immortal Provi
dence of Godis eminently inte-
refted in preferving the Seriptures
in {ufficient purity. It were a vile
imputation upon his Wifdom and

D4 Good
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tack every particular Houfe, but m
vigoroufly prels on to poflefs P 2.

a0 Ciniftian Religion
m Goadnefs,to believe thathe would
L permit them to be undifcernably

corrupted in points important to
his own Glory, and Mans Salvati-
on. Thusa {nare would belaid
without poffibility of prevention,
and the embracing Error inftead
of Truthwould be innocent, But
this Argument though incompa-
rably - the beft, fuppofes that
the Chriftian Doctrine defcended
from Heaven, the proofs of which
are to be confidered.

3. Twillnot infift on the proofs
of all the myfterjous points of the
Chriftian Faith fingly confider’d,
but propound the Arguments that
evincethe truth of thatReligion,
whercin they are exfpreﬂy and

r

clearly contan’d, and ,
conclude that tis moft reafonable
tobelieve them.. ~Asin befieging
a Toven, the Affailants do not at-

 tack

om thence

themfelves of the Citadel that
commands the whole, and with
that all the Houfes ate conquer'd;
That Divine Revelation is infalli-
ble,is an acknowledg'd Principle
by all Men: for natural Reafon
dictates that unerring Wifdom,
and infinite Goodnefs, are effential

| perfections of God; (o that he can-

not be deceived, nor deceive thofe
that truftin hisWord,

4 The proofs of the truth of
Chriftian Religion ate of a mo-
tal nature;and though not of equal
clearnefs with the teftimonies of
Senfe,or a Mathematical Demon-
ftration, yet are fo pregnant and
convincing, that the confideting
difpaffionate {pirit fully acquiefces
in them. A Mathematical Demon-
ftration brings (o ftrong aLight

that
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canmake a direct impreffion upon ( hp, .
the Mind, that it thould comply L
with its defire, and fee what it does
not fee. It cannot make anoh.

Chittian Religion

Chap. 2. that the Mind cannot fufpend its
W\%aﬁent, but is prefently overcom
by the naked propounding of the

¥ De verit,
Rel Chri,

Object: And hence itis that i
Mathematical matters, there are
neither Infidels nor Hereticks. Bu
the motives of Faith ate fuch, that
although the Object be moﬁ cer-
tain, yet the Evidence is not fo
clear and irrefiftible,as that which
flows from Senfe,or 2 Demonttra-
tion. And ’tis the excellent ob-
fervation of | Grotins,God has wile-
ly appointed this way of per{wad-

ing Men the truth of the Gofpel, |

that Faith might be accepted as

an act of Obedience from the rea- |
fonable Creature, For the Argu-

mentstoinduce belief, though of
fufficient certainty, yetdo not fo
conftrain the mind to give itsal
fent, but there is prudence and
¢hoice in it. Not that the Will
| can

lcure Object tobe clear toits per-
ception, no mote than it can
change the colouy of vifible things,
and make what appears green to
the Eye to feem red, Butt e mind
enligKtned by fufficient Reafons
that the Chriftisn Religion is
from God, reprefents it {0 to the
Will,and the WilL,if fingere and
unbiaft by carnal affetions, com-
mands the Mind not to difguife
the Truth,to make it lefs credible,
not to palliate with fpecions co-
louts the pretences of Infidelity,
And-thus the belief of it refults

| from convi&ion and love.

This moral evidence is as con-
vincing as is requifit to make s
Readfaltly believe and obey the

Golpel,
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diction,as of the being and not be- ~p7 <
; . Chap. 2.
ing of a thing, cannot be true : {o A

4 Chyiftian Religion
W Golpel. Moral Arguments pro-
v duce as fatisfying certainty,though

not {o palpable as thole drawn
from Senfe.  When there is a con-
cutrence of Reafons proper to the
nature of things, and the ftrongeft
they are capable of by their united
light they difpelall doubtsand fear

of the contrary. For after the Un-

derﬂanding has deliberately and

impartially compar'd the Motives
and Arguments in favour of the
truth of a thing,and thofe that con-
tradict it;and hindsthe moft weigh.
ty moments of Reafon in one fcale
for it,and in the other nothing but
Air and emptinefs, it concludes
without hefiation ot {ulpence thar
fuch athing is real.  And as iti
~ impoffible thata Phyfical demon-
ftration concerning the exiftence

of a thing fhould be deccittul, be-

caufe the two parts of acontrg

~ dition,

there is as 1t were an equal repug-
nance, that amoral Demonftrati-
on, form’d. upon the beft Argu-

| ments the matter will admit,
| thould deceive the Mind. It pre-
j {ents the object without.a cloud,

fotharthe Uuderftanding has an
undoubted aflurance of 1.

To proceed.the intrinfick excel-
lencies of the Chriftian Religion
will appear, by confidering the
Doctrines, Precepts, and Promi-
fes it contains, which are the effen-
tal parts of Religion. And of
them in general we may obferve,

1.The Gofpel illuftrates and e-
ftablifhes all the natural Principles
of truth and goodnefs that are com-
mon to manl%ind, the rule of mo-

ral akions : and revealsall {uper-
natyral things requifit for the Glo-

ty
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kind in its firft caufes: And his A
Redemption effectually accom. uil}\’,
plifh'd by the Son of God. The
dilcovery of both is equally ne.
ceflary toMan.  The Erﬁ‘ makes
him underftand the depth of his
guiltinels, that heis incomparably
mote wretched than he feels him.
felf, clears the Purity and Juftice
of God inhis dealings with Man,
and prepares him by the afficted
{enfe of his condition for Mercy.

And the knowledge of the Divine
Redeemer powerful to reftore
him, is as neceffary in order to his
Duty and Happinefs. ~ For with-
out it he would be always tor-
mented with the mournful re.
membrance of his loft felicity,and
harden'd in difpair,

1. The Chriftian Religion gives
afull account of the depravatibn-
and mifery of humane Nature in

its

46 Chrittian Religion
| a;w;\ ty of God, and the {upreme hap.
L~~~ pinefs of Man, that rectified Rea.
donupon the dilcovery, muft ac.
knowledgit camefrom Heaven,
and infallibly leads thofe who be.

lieve and obey it to Heaven.

2. There s fuch an intire agree.
ment between all the patts of the
Chriftian Religion for the accom.
plifhing its great énd, asaffords 2
clear convictian 'tis no humane in.
vention,but from God.As the Har.
monious Compofition,the beauti-
ful order,and uniform prefervation
of the World, 15 a fenfible demon-
ftration that it proceeds from 4
moft wife powerful and good Canfe,

In particular, the Dodrine of
the Gofpel contains befides wha
may be known of God, and
of Man by Nawral Light, two
principal points: An account of
the corruption and mifery of man-

kind




Ry &

~ probed by Bealon, 49
o Every Man is tiow born 2 W
flave of Sin, a tributary of Death Wi?{,

From hence it follows, that the
moft deformed Monfters in vills.
ny, the‘muf tfierce enemies of Re-
ligion ferve to confirm its Truth.
as well as the moft eminent Saintsz
Thefeﬂ]ew the vertue of Re-
demption by the [an@ity of their
Lives, the other the corruption of
Nature by their obftinate wicked-
nefs. o |

2. The Chriftian Reli i,on‘i -
ﬁru{ts us that God fent }%is ovi’rrln
Son into the World in the humane
nature, that he might offér up
himfelf an explatory Sacrifice for
the Sins of Me, to reftore them
to his Favour.  Thisis a Myftery
above the flight of any created
pnc!erﬁanding; yet s (o tem-
perdandfram'd; thereis fuch ar
uniformity of Wildom in all s

E Pzirts,:'

43 Chritian Weligion
A its it Caufes, The Heathens felt
Chap. 2.5 infuperable permanent difcord
WV 1 Man between the upper Facul-

ties and the lower Appetites, but
were utcerly ignorant of the Caule
of it Now the Scripture reveals
that’ Manin the original frame of
his Nature was reguFa‘r and holy,
a piece of workmanfhip worthy
the Petfecions of his Creator, but
he abus’d his liberty to break the
firt Command, which was given
for the tryal of his Obedience. He
yeelded to theinticements of a fal-
len Spitit, who was a Liar, thathe
might be a Murderer, and by his re-
volt from God loft his Holinefs,
and made a forfeiture of all the
ptiviledges of his happy State,
Thus the Fountain was tainted;
and who can bring a clean thing out of
an wnclean 2 By the offence of ot

Tudgment came wpon all io condemnati
) 01
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rc\h';;”; patts, it prefents fuch a full and
L~ glorious Image of the Deity in all

his perfections, that it caules the
higheft admiration and commands
belief in thofe who duly confider
it. The whole ceconomy becoms
the Majefty, the Goodnels, the
Holinefs and Juftice of God. His
(upreme Majefty appears in his
pardoning the guilty for the fuf-
ferings of another.  For thisisan
infallible proof that he is above
Law. And his inconceiveable
Mercy is the only principle and
fountain of our Pardon. For Man
was abfolutely uncapable to merit
the Favour, or torepaitthe Ho:
nout of God, fo injur’d by his in-
excufable difobedience.  Repen-
tance cannot produce fuch great
effets. What merit can there be
in the forrowful fenfe and confef
fion of that which deferves Eterl-

1a

po0ed by Reafon,
nal Death ? Befides, an extream
hatred of Sin, an ardent love of
Holine(s, fetious Refolutions to
follow it what ever it cofts,(which
isthe beft part of Repentance ) was
due to God betore the commiffion
of Sin, therefore cannot be {atis-
faGion ; So that pure Mercy is the
caufe of our forgivenefs. More-
over,God to glorifie his Holinefs in
declating his vehementand irre-
concileable hatred to Sin, and to
prelerve the Rights of Juftice, was
pleas’d to appoint an all-{ufficient
Mediator, capable to offer himfelf
an expiatory Sactifice for Sin, and
togive an infinite value toit. This
was done by the Incatnation of
the Sonof God. The Flefhand
Bloud he took of our humanity,
wasmade Divine by union with
him, and offer’d on the Crofs was
full payment for our offences.

E2  Thus

PN
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MT]IUS]UMCC and Metcy triumph B terrible apprehenfionsof the Dei- ET];P@Z’.‘

L with equal Glory, being equally
Victorious. For whatis more ho-
noutableto Juftice than fatisfacti- |
on equal to the oftence? And §
what canmore commend Mercy [
than the moft frec and undeferved |
beftowing the high price requific |
for it2 Thus the Gofpel affords to f§
usajult and compleat Iea of the
Divine excellencies in the Re-
demption of Man.  The defign, |8
manner, and the effet are moft
worthy of God. ~ Where might
fuch a contrivance of Wifdom be
fram'd but in the Divine mind?
whete could fuch an excefs of
compaffion be found but in the
heart of God? Thus it became
God who s Love, to magnifie his
Love, to advancehis deareft Glo-

ty poffefs the heart ’tis frozen with
a ftony rigor, which the hope of
Metcy only can diffolve. Thus it
appears that the Doffrine of the
Gojpel i worthy of all acceptation,
2. The Chniftian Religion fets
before usa rule of life, pure and
perfpicuous, in nothing {uperflu-
ous or defective,but cemprehend-
ing the intire ducy of Man, This
was necefllary in order to his reco-
very. For in his fallen ftace the
Law of Nature is a&ive in fome
things,but dormant in others, The
beft Morals of the Heathens are
dafhe with impure permiflions,
But the Grace of God that bringeth
Salvation, teaches s that denying un-
godlinefS and worldly Iufls, we Thould
live: foberly, righteonfly and gbd!y'in

LAV 3J

, 1y, and overcome our guilcy dil- [ #his prefent World, Tt forbids all Sin
affection to himlelf, For while [ i allits degrees, not only the con.

terrible

E3  fum
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with refpect to out felves gives a m

54 Chrittian Religion

Chap, 2. lummation of it in the act, bue

V72V

the firft conception of it in the
thoughts, and defires.  Which ar-
gues that the Lawgiver was more
than aMan, having aninfpection
‘into the heart, whichisonly vifi-
bleto God and only accountable
to him. Tcteaches us to worfhip
God the {upream and pureft Spirit
with the higheft efteem, and with
purity of affections. It enjoyns
all relative duties to Men in a moft
perfect manner.  What things we
would have others to do unto us,
{uppoling our felves in their cit-
cumfrances, we ate obliged to do
to them. This one Law of Chrift
eminently contains all others that
relpect lociety. This is the pri-
mitive rule og' commerce, and di.
tects our carriage towards all per.
fons with jultice and equity, kind-
iefs and decence, The Gofpel alfo
A with

perfect ruleto make us holy and
bleffed. It teaches us the contempt
of the World, the valuation of
Heaven, the reftraint of cotrupted
(enfe,and the Angelical exercile of
our affeGtions. Infhort, it com-
mands the practice of all Vertues,
and that we f{hould afpire to the
molt eminent degrees in them,
But efpecially it enjoyns bumilicy
and love to God, the foundation
and perfetion of all vertues, of
which the precepts of Philofophy
take little notice.  Humility, that
is, 2 lively deepfenfe that nothing
is propetly ours but finand mife-
ty, atifes from the confideration
of our abfolute dependance upon
God for our being, and all the be-
nefits we enjoy in Nawure or
Grace. From hence gratitude
(prings. "Tis moft reafonable that
| L4 our

m
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In their moft eminent publick W

56 Chikian Religion
r(.:?:f\”z’\omr lives thould be a continual
P expreffion of Obedience from a
noble and free principle of loveto
God, and be defign'd for his Ho- |
nour, and that for all our advan-

works the praile of Men was their _min, |
ulcimate defign ; andas fome ap- fvuffzd::ml,/:; )
pear bold from Fear, they were adon i
‘ Vertuous from Van_ity. If God "”’”Peric;tlo-
tages temporal or {piritual we § e def

ral ot L we B be not the Principle, the Mo- derat, preser
[hould only - glory in him. In this Phi- J§ tive, and the End of what we bare laudis

lolophers were very defective; [l do, there are wanting the effential g,f;f,:zm
They confiderd Man with re- [ Ingredients of morali Goodnefs, diraiia,guid
fpect tohiml(elf, or to other Crea- |l Nowall thefe Precepts fhine wich % inbe

. . . . . . ~ . tam exiguo
tures without him, and according R their native light, and carry fuch s, exrion-
ly the product of their Precepts,

j cvidence of their recticude, that lo@rtam bre-
wasa certain moral honefty, todo B our obedicnce may come froman > /7"
nothing unbecoming  the reafona.

. A S 0 in laboribus
| ingenuous filial (pirit fatisfied with exerceams?
ble Nature, rior to break the civil
Peace. Bur they did not confider

the reafonablenels of our Heg. Cicer per

s , ‘, Arch.

cr W venly Fathers Commands, and , "
duly his relation tothe Creator, in
whom he lives, moves, and bas bis be-

not be fervile, only perform’d to
| the ablotute will of 2 Mafter. And

ing.xom whom proceeds every good and

perfeét gift. And by negledting

can there be 2 more convincing
proofof the truth of Chriftian Re.

him, all. their glittering actions

were bie a weak counterfet,

ligion, of its Divine defcent, than
the Image of Gods Holinefs (o
dead refemblance of real vertue, [ clearly imprelt uponit? Add fur-
e o o ther,
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the ground of its affurance to y Chap. 1
The conditions are - Repentance W’\II)\J
and Faith, - |
I Repentance is a peculiar

Command and Priviledg of the
Golpel. The Law confider'dinir |
felt did not admit of It, nor give

the leaft hope of pardon: forir
{uppofes Man in the integrity of
Natre, and accordingly direts

him how to pleafe God and pre-

lerve bis Love, but propounds no

means of reconciliation after ap

oftence, There areno feeds of

Grace to temper its rigour.  Bu

the Gofpel is the Declaration of -
Mercyto the guilty and miferable,

upon fuch terms as God may be
capableto give Pardon, and Man
qualified t(i tecetveit, Tis not
mote true that God is the Tudee of
the World, and that all N]len %hall
appear before his Tribunal, than

X | that

58 Citkian Religion

M ther ; thefe Precepts are deliver'd
v~ with that  plainnefs, and fo pro-
portion’d to the capacity of all,
and yet with that {overaign Au-
thotity, that 'tis reafonable to be-
lieve that God himfelf fpeaks, and
it becomes Man to hear with reve-
renceand {ubmiffion. The Go-
{pel is without the ornaments of
Att, yetits fweet facility is tem-
@ perd with thar Majefty, thattisa
88 /.. {enfible caraer thar Divine Wil
o dom compol"d it.

Bl . . ¢ 3. The Promiles of the Go-
Wl  fpelarefoworthy of God, and fu
BH 7 obleto the wants and defires of
Men, that 'tis perfectly reafonable
“ " toaffent to tEeir truth and good-
nefs. This will appear bya par-

| | " ticular confideration of them.
Bl . . 1. The Promife of Pardonto
o pénitent Believers. And in this we

are to confider the conditions, agd
the
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that Sin without Repentance {hall
not efcape Punifhment.  To for-
give the unreformed {inner would
ftain his pureft Perfections, the
inviotable beauty of his Holinefs,
the incorruptible rectitude of his
Juftice. Such Lenity would have
a pcrnicidu‘\s‘inﬂuence on the cot-
rupt World, by encouraging Men
to Sin without fear, and outragi-
oufly to break his Laws in conft-
dence of Pardon. Thereforein
the Evangelical Promife, Repen-
tance and Remiffion of Sins are in-
feparably joyn'd. Repentance isa
preparative1n order to our receiv:
ing Divine Mercy, and a {’crgng
prefervative againft Sin for time
tocome. The Remembrance of
thofe forrows and fears, the anxie-
ties and indignation againft him-
(elf that Sin caus'd in'a true Peni-
rent, will make him jcalous flo,r

the

A ekt e i
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the future of his Heatt, and cis. Cha .2.'

cumipect againft all Temptations LA~

thacmay betsay him. As one that

has narrowly elcaped confuming

by Fire, retains the idea of his dan-

gerfo deeply impreft on his mind,

that upon any new occafion his

antient fears revive,and make him

very watchful. ~ Befides, the ap-

prehenfion of Juft and Eternal

Vengeance, makes the Mercy of

God {0 admirable, the fenfe of his -

tender compaffion fo fweer, that

an humble Believer cannot forger'

orneglect it. The forgivenefs of

Sinin this way is not only an en-

gagement, but aninfallible caufe |

of fearing to offend a God {o great

and good. |

- And Faith isa qualification as

requifit for the obtaining pardon ;

that is, a cordial, entire receiving

Jefus Chrift as he is prefented to
' us
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NAN . ,
Chap, 2. U8 in the Golpel: to refign out
L~ w minds to his Docrines as our Pro-

phet, tohave reliance on his Sacti-

fice and Mediation as our Prieft,

to veild univerfal chearful and

con[{am Obedience to him as our
King. And how congruousis it
that all who recetve fo unvaluable
a benefic as forgivenels of Sin,
{hould thus honour him who pro-
cures 1t ?

And the Gofpel affords the
ftrongeft affurance thar God is
moft willing to pardon humble

puobed by Beafon, | 6
cannot devile any means how to N
appeale his incenfed Majefty, and | napﬂ. v

fatse violated Juftice: how 2
Rebel fhould become his Son show

one condemn’d to everlaﬁing Pu-

nifhment, {hould be reftored to

the unfading inheritance of Life,
The cafe is moft inericate and
hopelels. Now the Gofpel pro-
pounds means of Univerfal Sove.
reign efficacy to reconcile God to
us ; Themolft precious Blood of
is Son offer’d up a Sacrifice to ex-
piate Sin. This fprinkles all Na-

tions, and in all Ages retains
an undecaying vertue, Thisaf.
fords folid and evetlafting com-
fort to all fenfible returning Sin-
nes.

2. The {ending of the holy Spi-
ritof Godto renew us according
to his Image, and to confirm us
againt temptations in this mortal
life,

and contrite finners,  This s ne-
ceffary for the relief and eafe of
true Penitents. For when the en-
lightn'd Confcience reflects upon
the number and enormity of its
Sins, the prefumption in commit-
ting them, ’tisready to be (wal-
lowed up with defpair of recover-
ing the loft favour of God. I
can-




R _,Wv.v”f"”“""'"m

- paoted by Realon, 6
beft are fubjet to innumerabie”\k/,%
{usprifes by their own ﬁrailty andc, ap: 2.
- ) M
' | expoled to new dangers every
A happy temper of Natute; the B hourby temptations thiat foment
Precepts of Philolophy, vertwous |l and heighten the reliques of Sin i
Examples, the {everity of humane f them, {o that without {upetnaty.
Laws, are not powertul to regene- B ral affitance they wouild be quite
race 2 Man, and transform him B difcouraged and foild by the ene-
into a new Creature. They may [l mi

¥ mies that war againft the Soul,
reftrainthe exorbitancies of carnal B Now in the Gofpel God has pro-
appetites, but - canno thraughly ' mifed to give the holy Spirit tg thofé
change the mind and affe&lops. that ask it : in the moft hazardous
Were there any vital {park within, and‘ difficult conflicts, he affyreg
any leed of Holinefsin Mans cor- R thole who ardently addrefs them.
rupted Nature, fuch affitance [t felves to him for help, that his
might cherifh it; butheis dead to [ Grace fhall b Juficient for them,
the truly Spritual Life,tho notto the 3 The Gofbel contains many
merely Moral, and no lefs than an gractous promiles with relpect to
Omnipotent efficacy can producc ff {upplying the wants, and giving
a new [pring of life, a divine Na- l{uppore and  refrefhmment under
ture, the principle of willing Obe: the troubles of the prelent life,
dienceto God. And after converfi: lf Temporal bleflings are in the Joyy.
on, while in the fate of tryal here; jfeft tank of good things; and are

the bro:

6 Chyiftian Religion
oA life, is another Promife of the Go-
Chap. > [pel, and moft requifc to make us
mcapable to ferve and enjoy him.
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d his lower part the body. But theirm

~
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[ NN

Chap. 2. promiled as they (hould be defir'd

LA v~ fubordinately to our chief good, Principles wete infufficient on _mbrer,
Firft feek the Kingdom of Heaven and l \ohich they built their Perfwafion,

the R ighteoufuefSthereof, and all other B some pretended that Men were

things fhall be added, faich our Savi- | Jbued by words, and that was the

our. And to relieve us in the trou. i caue of their milery. Thelofs of
bles of this mortal ftate, the Gofpe

i Eftate, of Relations, of Health
alluresus of their bleffed ilfue atthe B vwere ot teal evils, but only calld
laft. Thie main defign of Philofophy B (o, Sottifh Wildom ! asif things
was to reconcile themind to eve- | by the change of names would al-
ry condition ; that nothing might [l rer cheis qualities.  Call them by
be able to difcompofe its tranquil- | whar fof; citles you pleafe, fHll
lity. As {ome high Mountains that | they are injurious and afli&ive to
afcend above the middle Region, l our nature, and to perfivade the
whiles Clouds charg'd with Thun- contrary is to deprive us of Senfe,
der break upon the fides, and | Others tell us that the evils we fuf.
Storms encompals it below, ye [l fer are fatal, and torefift inevita.
the top hasa pure Sun, and calm ble deftiny is to no purpofe. Bu
Air. Thus the Philofophers pre- [l this is to exalperate inftead of al.
tended to raile Man to that height Laying our forrows, This is to turn
of vertue, that the {uperiour par [ our fears into delpair, to make an
the mind,ﬂlould bc {erenc and e afliGed condition abfolurely une
difturbd, whateverwas donetolf comfortable, Others diretus ko

F2 Jook

his
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m\&? Jook abroad into the wretched

cvsa World,and compound a Medicine

of the mileries of others for our E

iefs. Butthisas 'ts viclous [ . -
owngricls. B D VIIOU B orifies and exalts the bafeft Met.

inits Principle,foit affords no true B

clief. For that another fuffers in | .
relc . H that cnables apetlon not only to
the {ame or different manner does | ! -

ot eflen the evil that ooprefics B 26 content in every ftate, but to
HoL ¢ 4L Opp | cnjoy torments, and be pleafed

| with the greatclt difafters thar be.
f falhim. Buc they took fo high a

me. Nay if humane affeGions
are not extinguith’d, by a forrow-
ful influence mcreales 1. Others

ver,if we know no beteer,they are
our feliciey.  Some atribute to
naked Vertwe a povwer {ufficient to

fup-

paobed by Reafon, 69
fupport a Man under the heavieft a’w
troubles. This they affirm’d to be Wi& :J
the true Philolophers Stone, that

tals, tarning them into fine Gl

Vercor, ne il
plura tribuit

Hfeourle of thevatior of Rich ftrain, that humane Nature could i, e
QUICOUTIC 07 (e Vanity OF SHCACS, B nor uphold. The indifferenge and "7+
Pleatures, Dignitics, and Life it | '

felf, to make us quietly to par |§

ith them. But this dilcourfe, | o
‘;“‘]’l; d ulefl tcomfeg | appearance.  One might dilcover
‘( 1 116 (O T { . s .
TOUSH UCnG UICHRYL CAMNO - yyayier agitations under all that
afford contentment  vnlels to 2 |§

My e 7' “;, AQ AV f . . . ~

(J;?‘t“m”ﬁ \xll()flcl)lllo{?cackP61lito | vitude under that imaginary (ove-
ure {ta Alednels, Forfl§ .. N

4 JUEATC Hafe oF DICHCANTs. YOl W mionty of their wife Man, Indeed

how mean fo ever thefc things be, | |

atur, Cicer,

| equality of mind they {o much sib.g e,

pretended to, was but an empty Qush
teigned infen(ibility, and true fer-

without the ftedfaft belief of ano-
ther Life, the reflection upon un-
nappy vertue inflames the woun.
ded piric, and kindles in the breatt

I3 M-
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Chap. 2, murmurings againft Providence,

L) fothattis o far from making the
mpe- . K

s o aflicted happy, that tis rather the

yator febrim _
natti, om_feed of néw mifery for the une-

?’éfr‘z‘ r”“?{: qual diftributions here, Chriftian
bl

el dici- Religion alone affords us {olid and
tur dimoti everlaf’cingcomfort. It doesnot
plagulu Ce- . {. h o of h b

i, ml- difguilethe natute of things, but

e Cor= gllovys that prefent af flictions are not

guetns Eri- . :
pifibivitam joyful but grievows, It doth not
nmerenty promile an exemption from mife-

g enim - vy Nay it foretels that befides

dare ullum

o fatinm the common troubles that rain

puisendim, ypon mankind, there are fome
ff;ﬁtii”" proper to fincere Chriftians, to
Sueton.  which they are expos’d upon the
| account of their holy Profeffion.
But it affures them that all things (bl

work togetber for the good of thofe that

love God. Asin mixt bodies the Di-

vine Power isadmirable, in tems

pering the qualities of the fighting
Elements in- fuch a manner, thar

o o what

of Glory, This makes.them to pof-

p106ed by Reafon, 71

whatin it [elf is 2 deftructive con- M

1 traricty,becomes only a diverfity, Loy

to prelerve the compounded be-

| ings thatrelult from them. Thus
| the wile and gracious Providence
| of God makes all things, even the
i moft adverfe, to confpire for the
b final happinefs of his faithful Ser-
| vanes. Ther light Afflictons that are
| bt for a moment, work ont for them a

ar more exceedizzg and eternal weig/)t

JefS their Souls in patience, to vejoyce m
hope, and to be triumphant con-

| querers over the areateft outward

o]

| troubles. Who can difpure feliciry
| with that perlon whoisupon cer-
| win grounds perfwaded that -
d thing [hall feparate bim from the love of

God? Nay that the worft evils he

| {uffers promoet his fupreme hap-

pinefs. For the afflictions that be-
fal a Chriftian upon the account

F 4 of
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city {ntable to the more excellent M
and divine part, but ftifled under LA

72 Chittian Religion
A of Religion render him more dear
C, hﬁapﬁ. '77', to God}g: and thofe that are theef:

fects of his Sins, if humbly fub-
mitted to, and improved for holy
ends, confirm his Faithin the D

Paradile wherein the Tree of Life
is, whofe leaves ate for the healing
the Nations,

4. Chiftian Religion promifes
for the reward of Obedience 2
Bleflednels moft becoming the

lorious goodnels of God to be-
%ow, and the reafonable Creature
to defire ; that is,the perfection and
fatisfaction of his moft noble Fa-
culties, inthe clear vifion and ful
enjoyment of God himfelf in 2
perfect eternal ftate, The Hea-

thens wretchedly miftook in their

opinions about the laft end of
Man. Thereisa fecret infting in
the humanc nature towards a feli-
- - ity

§ darknels and concupifcence, that
J s become a fecond nature. Reafon
' - B s mifled by Senfe after the fickle
vine Mercy.  The Gofpel isthar B appearances, the deceitful vanifh.
4 ing colours of Good.  And this is
| 2 certain indication chat Mag is
# follen from the degree of his Ori-
{ cinal Perfection, For if he had
{ been never corrupted, he thould
| cojoy with aflurance true & com-

pleat happinefs: if he had been
always cormupted, there would be
00 glimmering Idea of an happi-

nefs above what this prelentWorld
 affords, no inclination towardsit.

This is the {pring of his ‘milery
and fin, that the Ipiritual eternal
good is undifcerned, unregarded,
whillt he feeks. for happinefs in
numbetlefs vanities. The Philo.
lophers themfelves were extream.
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Chap. 2. ly divided , and miftaken in this
e~ mainpoint,  This wasindeed the

mafter-piece for which all their
Philofophy was defign’d,and their
pretences to make this difcovery
gave them reputation.  From all
parts fome came to Athens, as the

univerfal Mart, tobe furnifhed
with felicity. From hence {prung

the variety of Sets among them:
by this Livery they were diftin-
guifh't. For Philolophy being the
rule of life, is fpecified by the end
to whichit leads. From hence a-
rofe their (harp contentions, every
Se&t being concern’d to defend
their Palladium. And as the Walps
fly about with noife, and fting
thofe who ptovoke them, & make
combs like Bees, bu without Wax
or Honey : Thus the Philofophers
wete full of glorious prelumpt:
ons, were vehement againft dif

fenters,

piobed by Reafon, 75

fenters, and had the appearances W
of Wildom, butafforded no cer-%%
tain light to dire¢t the Mind,‘ no |
Heavenly motives to allute the

Will. They were not compétént

not fincere fearchers aftey true

Happinefs. For, I. The darksiefs

wherein all Men are born, fiivol-
ved them, and without {upertats-

sal light could not be difpell’d.

2. They were ambitious of fi-

periority : every great Spirit was
deﬁrousy to raife); '%e&, t%l;lé%‘lvﬁé
pare of a King in the Scene of
Fame. Now by propounding a
new Object as the bleflednefs of

Man, they had the repucati
foveraign Maftets, piaton o

3. They drew a PiGure of hap-

p@nef s every one according to theip
different conceptions and defires,
lgpzcurm fec up the pleafure of
senle, as the chief object, And

that
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2. He was a crafty Spirit and
made ufe of fome beautiful ex-
preffions to leflen the horror that 2 ”’“‘E”‘."
his Doctrine, nakedly propofed, .
would caufe in fober Perfons, dmfi exte-
Sometimes he {peaks with a grave g, u;,,qif
air as a Philolopher, That true hap- puses, ine-
pinels confifts in the pleafures of jf,'” e 1.”(1’"
the mind. At other times, T hat pm;:tre%:
thete is no folid happinefs bug fomm neges
what might be tafted and enjoyed ﬁffﬁ c{c”%
by the Senfes.  He was a Politi. 2. defin
tian, and would not fcandalife the
fevere, nor alienate the diffolute
from him. | Tully obfervesthat the | Quedm
fecrets ofhis School the pernicious areas pud
leffons of {enfuality were not com.- {feqs dfeuw;e;. |
municated to all: But thofe who e On-
had intimate converfation with ™"
him,had a free indulgencefor their
lufts, | |

Ariftotle places happinefs in all
the perfections of the Body and

 Mind,
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W that Reafon might be flexible to
v~ his inclinations, that his Rofes

might have no Prickles o prevent
any melancholly reflections after
carnal enjoyments, he denied the
Divine Providence,and the future
ftare. “Tis faid by fome in his
favour, that he intended a calm
and peaceful temper of mirid,

- felicity refin'd from the dregs of
fenfuality.  For this they alledge
Epicurus himfelf depreciating car.
nal pleafures, and extolling Vertue
as tEe great compoler of the Soul,
But in vain they wafh this volup-
tuous Swine :  For,

1. Thofe Sentences of amore
noble and generous ftrain, might,
as flathes of Lightning from s
black Cloud, break forth of his
Confcience in the midft of the
darknefs that cover'dit, yet Senle
might be his predominent Princi

ple. 2. He

Chap, 2.
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Sm Mind, with the confluence of all
e~ External things as neceffary Inge-

dientsof it But this only refpects
Man in the prefent ftate in the
World: and were his opinion true,

yet his delc criptiqn would caufe de-

{pair of obtaining that happinels
For how could any fingle Perfon
expectan entire union ofall fuch
perfections in himlelf, as are not
to be foundinall Men together:
The Stoicks afferted felicity‘ to
confilt onlyin Vertue. But thl.s is
conteary to Reafon & Humanity,
For the union of the Phyfical good
with the Moral is requilite to give
(atisfaction to the faculties of man.
|Plato and his followers,in Whgm
Natural Reafon afcended as high
as in any of the Gentiles, hada
limple of the true bleﬁedgefs of
* Man, a5 confifting in his likenels

to God and the enjoyment of }gm
ut

p20bed by Reafon,

But theit knowledge was fhadow-
ed with much ignorance, theis
hopes mixt with doubtful fears,
They had rather fufpicious and
wandring defires, than folid ap-
prehenfions and firm expecations

of it.

Briefly, no fparks ftruck out of

humane intellectuals were fuffici.
ent to give light or heat, to direc
in the clear way, and to animate
againft the Intervening difficulties
that hinder Men iri the purfuit of
bleffednefs. This was the ftate of
the Pagan World, till Light and I
mortality were brought to light thyough
the Gofpel. The quality of chis life
is therein revealed; tis 2 pure
and holy felicity confifting in the
perpetual exercile of the moft ex.
cellent actions the intelligent Na.
ture is capable of : That is, inthe
perfect Knowledge and Love and

Prailes

A

Chap. 2,
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rsoAN Praifesof God himfelf.  The fub.
Chap. 2. ject of itis the intiré Man, for this
W end the Body fhall be rais'd from

its dead fleep to an eternal Life,
The place is the higheft Heavens,
fram'd by the Divine power for
the feat of his Majefty, the King-
dom of his Love, wherein he will
manifeft himfelf to his Favourits,
Andcan there be a ftronger attra
&ive, a more noble inducement
to make us holy ? Secular rewards,
as Riches, and Honours, and the
like, are extrinfecal tothe nature
of Goodnels ; and to do our dury
with {uch low aims and expectati
ons, is tobe defeCtivein the bef
part of it,the love of Vertue for it
inherent excellence. But the Di-
vine reward is the perfection of
Holinefs, the glory of the Soul;
and the beliefand regard of it has

apowerful influence to make us
truly

p260ed by Realoy, 81
truly good. The Faith in this ™™
makes us victotious over all the Chap. 2.
charms and all the cruelties of the ™
World.  For what can poffibly
come ipto competition with a hap-
pinefs infinite 1n its ereatnefs and
duration 2
['will only add, that though
Heaven be {o rich a Jewel, thac it
nceds no foil to fet offits luftreto
thole who are clear fighted to be.
hold it ; yetin a merciful compal-
fion to Man the Golpel reveals
what will be the recompence of
wiltul continued dif; obedience, an
etetnal Hell, wherein the Juftice
and Power of God are terribly
glorified. And what is more po-
werful to excite the fenfual and
lecure, who defpife the bleffed
hope, than the fear of an Immo-
tal Death >
Now after this {hort delines-

G tion
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rc\m tion of the Chriftian Religion, let
L~ Reafon judg whether “tisthe in-

vention of Men, The Doctrine
of it thines with {o clear an evi-
dence, the Precepts are fo pure,
able to infpire us with true Holi
nefs, the Promifes atelo Divine,
that every one who does not wil-
fully fhuc his eyes, or turn them to
other things, may dilcernits ot
ginal to be from above; that it
comes from the Fountain of Wil-
dom, Holinefs, and Goodnefs.
What are all the productions of
the Farth to this {acred Prefent of
Heaven? If there be any fhadow
of Vertue in other Religions, hee

the reality is in the higheft per

fection,and feparate from all vi-

cious mixtures. Chriftianity en-

joyas univerlal fincerity, and pu

tity of Heart and Life. It inftrud

Man to appear what heis, byan

humble

bat

¢
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humble acknowledgment of his a\"\‘m
finful unworthinefs, and to bewli%
what he appeass, by an inward
love and real practice of that Reli.
gion of which he makes a publick
profeffion, It impreffes 2 mote no-
ble Character upon moral Ver.
tues, b{ enjoyning them froma
principle of love to God, and di-
recting their performance to his
Glory, than Philofophy did, thiat
commanded them only as agree.
able to humane reafon. What are
all the moft beauitiful excitations
of Philofo ‘hff to the high motives
of the GolpelTo apply our felves
tothe Writings of chie wifeft Hea-
thens i order to out happinefs,
and to neglect the Scriptures, isto
he Euilty of worle folly than the

axous Indians at Mexico, viho | pe, i,
though theit Woods abounded Hit. Ind:
with Wax, the labour of the Bees,
G2 yet
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Wq yet only made ufe of Brandsthat W andtheir certainty, confider’d, Tl)eEEAm
mg«ij afforded alitcle light witha greac | Miracks done by (hrift to confirm m@. 2

deal of {moak. Upon the moft § b Dodbrine, are anauthentick Te.
impartial inquiry,and exatfearch, frimony that God approved it. The
Reafon will conclude, either there pretence of Libertines,that the Hea.

is no bleffed end for whichMan [ then Religion was confirn’d by Mi-
was defign’dby his Maker, or the l  racles, clearly difprov'd. The rati-

Gofpel only has revealdit, andthe |8 onal affurance we have that the A-
effectual means to obtainic. So J  poftes were fincere and certain of
that we muft fay with the zeal | the Miraculons things velated by

and affection of the Apoftles to tbem of Fefus Chrift. ~ His Refur-
Yefus Chrift, Lord, to whom fhall we & rection attefled by fufficient evi-
qoithon haft the words of Eternal Life. | dence, -

‘]"]E ate next to confider

- thole external proofs of -
the truth of Chriftianity,the works

The External proofs of the truth of [§ of God himfelf, thar feal our full

CHAP. 1L

Chrifbian Religion confidered. Mirs
cles are only perform'd by God. Wy

Chyiftianity was confirnid by thom.

The number of Chrifts Miracles, §

the manner of his per/brming t/)emE
an

affurance of it, I {hall inftance in ’
two ; Miracles, and the accomplifh-
ment of Prophecies, )
1. A Murack 35 a{upernatural “3’7’”9““#'.
k that requi okt
Work that requires an extraordi- (%% v

Gy nary ./’.'//3.




r(‘;&}?;gf‘?;?na1ry Divine Power to effet-it.

v~ For none can derogate from the

p200ed by Realon,

culty in the performance. If the
Devils had fuch a power, they
might create a feparate Kingdom,
and reign there.

Now Miraculous Teftimonies
were given to confirm Chriftianity,
that there might be a jult correl-
pondence between its Dottrines
and their Proofs. The mylteries of
the Gofpel in their exiftence area-
bove all natural power, and in
their belief above the natural un.
derftanding, All that Nature can
do or know, does not make them
credible, Therefore ‘twas requific
thoe ¢hings fhould be confirm’d
by the Divine Power, that tranf-
cend the comprehenfion of hu-
mane Reafon, Befides, as the
Myfteries of the Gofpel ate fublime,
{othe Rewards ate future ; and that
the Gentiles might not pretend that
the Preachers of the Gofpel feign'd

G 4 ano -
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Univerfal Laws of Nature, pre-
fcribed from the beginning of
things and time, but the Author
ofit. Indeed we do not exadtl
know the compafs of that Circle
wherein the fpirits of darknefs ex
cercile their power. They may by
the application of natural means
unknown to us, produce things
that may aftonith, or by lying
Wonders deceive Men : but a true
Miracle is a work referv’d to God,
and poflibly to no lefs than Infi-
nite Power. Whether it be a firlt
ot fecond Creation, the forming 2
new Eye, or the giving v~il%ve
powet to that that was naturally
blind, it can only be done by his
hand, If we refpe& Omipotency,
there is the {ame facility , if the
-~ thingdone, thereis the ame diff-
T | culey |
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another World, and a Heaven and

2 Hell, wherein the Souls and Bo-

dies of Men {hall be glorified or
tormented according to their acki-
ons in this life, fupernatural Evi.
dence of the truth of thofe Pro.
mifes and Threatnings was necef-
fary. Infhort, herein the Divine

Goodnels appeared, That as the

tue Religion is neceflary to the
Salvation of all Men, {o’twas di-

fcernible by fuch figns as may

convince all.  For upon the fight
of thole Divine Works, the fim-
pleft people were led by the our
ward Senfe, to an inward firm
Faith in Jefus Chuft,

Thele things being premiled, |
will take a brief view of the Mi
racles wrought by our Saviour to
give Faithto his Do@trine,

"Tis tecotded of Mofes, who
was atype of Chrift, that akeer his

fa

probed by Reafon,
familiar converle with God, asa
Man with his Friend, delcending

from the Mount, his Face fhone
with {uch an exceffive brigh\tﬁefs,
asitwere by refletion from the
Face of God, that coming to the
Ifraclites to deliver to them the
DivineLaws, he wasfain to cover
it with a vail : yet fome }raj}’s
of thatmiraculous {plendor were
vifible through that myfterious
Vail, to affure them it was Mofes
him(elf that dire@ed and govern'd
them according to God’s Will.

Thus when the Son of God came

down from the Heaven of Hes.
vens to inftruct the World, he {ha-
ded the light of the Deity with
vail of Flefh; yet he was not fo ab-
folutely concealed under his hu.
manity,but that from time to time
{ome beams of the Divine Nature
appeard in works (o proper to

GOd,’

f'&sfg&‘\
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" God, that the Apoftle ays, We fa
mbk Glory as the Glory of the only be.

paobed by Reafon, o1
thete more beautiful, difcover'd M
the lenfible Prefence of the Deiey Lo

gotten Sonof o, Inthe reptefen.
tation of our Saviours Miracles by
the Evangelifts, we may confide
their number and variety, his man.
ner of performing them, and che
certainty of them. |

1. Their number and vatiety.
He went about all Galilee healing
all manner of ficknefles and difea-
fes, even the moft incurable ; the
Blind, the Deaf, the Lane, the Para-
ltic, the Hydropic, the Leprous,the
Lunatic wete cuged. He rais'd the
Dead,and caft out Devils. Befides bis
miraculous feeding fo many thou-
fands, his commandinE the enra-
ged Winds and Seas to be ftill and
a great calm followed; His Tranf-
figuration before his Dilciples
when the Beauty of Heaven de-

{cended on his Countenanceto be
| | there

in him, |
2. The manner of his perfotm.
inE them is very confiderable.
They wete done in an inftant, by
blolute dominion over Nare,
Thus when he faid to the Leper,
Loll, be thou clean, immediately
his Leprofy was cleanfed. Thus
when'the faithful Centurion ad-
dreft himlelf to him, --- only fpeak
the word , and my Servant ~ [hall be
bealed. He anfiwered, Beit dome unto
thee asthow believef? ;- and bis Servant
was healedyre. both expreffions of
Command and Empire. And his
words to the Blind-Man, Receive
thy Sight, had the fame creating
efficacy with thofe, Let there be
Lighe, and there was Light, Thus
with Authority he commanded the
unclean Spitits, even the moft fu-
| o F10US
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rious and obftinate, and they were
expelled from thole Manfions
wherein they had revelled a long
time. . Thus by the mere Ac of
his Will he reversd the order of
Nature. When the Widows Son
was carrying to the Grave, He on
ly (aid, Young Man, I ay unto the,
Arife ; andbethat was dead [ate 1,
and began to fpeak, Now in thi
relpect, the power of Miracles in
gefus Chrift was tranfcendent a

ove that that either Mofes, or the
Prophets, or the Apoftles had
"T'was derived ro them by favour
and commiffion from an extrin.
fick {uperiour principle, the Om-
nipotence of God ; but “twas in-
herent in his Perfon, the natura!

proper Ateribute of his Deity, and

prov'd Him to be the Son of God,
the Lotrd of Nature, vifible in hu-
mane flefh. In all places thi

"~ blefled

pobed by Reafon, 93
bleffed Vertue proceeded from W
VA

3. The certainty of his per-
forming them was fo great, that
no fhadow of fufpicion could re-
main about it.  7itruvius the Ma-
fter of Architects gives advice to
thofe who buile Temples to £fct- ¢, grim ex
lapins, or any other of the Heathen Pefilen in
Deities that wete invocated by the Z% ol
Sick, that they fhould choofe fuch ¢grs trfnﬂa- :
places as wete open to the moft #/werint, &

) Fontib
favourable Alpets and Inﬂucnces 741,:2’;‘,2,? ..

of the Heavens, whete there was a gurm #fis

’ S oo fub winiftre
well-temper'd Soil, clear Air, pure 4, /" "

Springs Of Water, that Difeafed- ring convalef=
Perfons coming from unhealthy. e Bz -

. . cietur, ut ex
places might obtain Recovery ; yumm lui

and what was the benefic of Na- majorer, au-

_ o - Ctafque cum
ture mlght be attributed to the digitate Die

Divine Vertue of £ [culapim. Thus vinitss exci-

that Tdolater counfel’d for the ho- 7% @pinie-
nes, Lib..1,

nour of his falle Gods. Butin .cp. 2.
this
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thishe judged aright, that the po.
wet of the Deity was believed and
honoured by Men proportionably
to the Cures that were received
from him, How much more
when done by an undoubted M
racle? Ofthis the People the nu-
merous {pedtators were fo con-
vinc'd, that chey {aid, When {"bif
cometh, the expected Deliverer, will b
do more Miracles than thefe which this
Man has done 2 ThePhanfees them.-
felves could not deny the Effecs,
bur would not acknowledg the
true Caufe. Envy was more po
wertul in their breafls, than the
clearelt Evidence. Thereforeto
invalidate his Authority, theyal-
ctib’d fome of his wonderful
works to the Prince of Devils
But this pretence wasfo void of
all Reafon, and full of impiety,
- that nothing but inveterate malice
could

p200ed by Reafon,

could fuggeftit, Forwould the
Devil deftroy his own Kingdom 2
ishefucha lover of Holinefs as to
authorife the moft perfect Mafter
of it by a compliance with his
Will 2 Thofe proud Spirits are fer-
vile only in appearance, and when
they {uffer themfelvesto be com.
manded by Men, ‘tisalways with
defign to eftablith and increafe
their own Dominion, Therefore
the moft famous Soxcerers ob-
lerve fomeRites by theDevil's pre-
{cription, and inthe ufing of them
acknowledg his power. But out
Saviour had a foveraign Empite
over them, and ejected them not
only from the Bodies,but from the
Souls of Men, fubduing by his
holy Doctrine the power of Sin,
wherein the Kingdom of Satan
confifts, From hence he argues, If
Iby the finger of God caft out De-

vils,

95

Ch

20, 2,
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PN Vils, then isthe Kingdom of God [ time and place againftall poffibi- N/~
mcome unto you. And hence it M lity of Nature, For thePMoon Chap. s

g

was, that he charges them with
{elf-condemning obftinancy. For
if the Gentiles were inexcufable
for not acknowledging and ho-
nouring God, {o clearly manifeft-
ed inthe Works of Nature, The
Jews were as inexcufable, for
rejecting Jelus Chrift, fo power-
fully declared to be the Son of
God by {upernatural Operations.

Add further, thatinhis Joweft
ftace when he feemd to be utterly
forfaken of God, yet then his In-
nocency and the Divinity of his
Perfon were miraculoufly teftifi
ed: For athis Death, even infen-
fible Nature as if it had been capa-
ble of Knowledg and Affection,
was in the moft aftonithing difor
der, as refenting the Paffion of its

‘Lord.  The Sunwaseclips'dins

£ime

was then in oppofition tojtand
inits Full, andin aninftane paft2 ﬂ’"b’ e
half Citcle of the Heavenstg jn- zf i )%f:: «
terpole between the body of the o e
Sunand the Earth, thae the Ajr 5¢ ;if,f;'fmf
noonday was darkn’d as at mid.sn
night. "This compell'd the Romai
(enturion to acknowledg that he
tha fuffer d was the Son of God: And
his Relurrection from the Graye
was  vifible Argument to gop
frm his Doctrine; for thar God
would not exert his extraordinaty
power to confirm 2 falfe D
trine,ina matter of infinite mg:
ment, that {0 nearly concerns his
own Glory, and the Salvation of
Men, there is fufficient affurance
from his Wifdom, Truth & Good
nels,  Was there ever any Prince
that would permit an Ulurper, in

H ig
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PN 1.
Chap 2. his own Preflence to make ule of

L~ his Royal Seal, to authorife by

pobed by Realon, o
Divine Miffion ; Te Men of Iftael 3

9
T o Chap. 3,
hear thefe words ; Jefus of Nazareth, A~

Commiffion his Subjecs to rebel
againft him2 And would God
have {uffered a Deceiver to work

Miracles, and thereby obtain Di |

vine Honour from Men, the in-
communicableRight of the Deity?
Nay, ithad not been a bare per-
miffion, but a pofitive A¢t of God
himfclf, it being impoffible that
any other {hould do them.  Or,
would God who is the prime Ve.
sity, work Miracles to give credit
toa Lye, and violate the Honour
of his Eternal, moft perfect Vera-
city 2 Or, isit confiftent with hi
Infinite Goodnels, to make a De.
lufion o ftrong, that the moft fin-
cere would be in great danger to
be overcome by it > Therefore the
Apoftle usges it asan uncontroul
able Argument of ouir Saviour’s

Divine

a Man approved of God among yon,
by Miracles and Wonders, and Signs
which God did by bim inthemidft of
Yoty ds yok your felves alfo kitos,
Thefe were proofsof the greateft
vigour, to induce the Wotld to
believe that he came from God,
to make known his Counfel for
the recovety of loft undone Man.
kind, |

"Tis {aid by Libertines, that the
Heathens tell miraculous ftories

‘to confirm their Religion, that

their Hero's defcended in a righe
line from fome Deity; and not to
inftancein many particlats, they
boafted of Apollonins Tyanens as one
thae vied with Chrift himfelf in
wondetful works. But this Ob-
jection is eafily refuted: for if
Paganifm had a miraculous Power

H at-
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attending it, why did it not make
ule of it to difcredit that Power
that authoris’d (hriftianity in the
time it made fierce War againft it?
If equal to it in Divine Power,
and Incomparably {uperiour in
humane aids, how came it to pafs
that the weaker provid viGosious,
and the ftronger was put to flight 2
"Tis evident therefore the pretend-
ed Miracles of Paganifm, were
works of the Devil not to be com-
pard with what was done by an
Almighty Hand.

If 1t be again objected , That
the relation of the Miracles as per-
form’d by Jefus Chrift is from his
Difciples, who favoured his Per.
fon and Caule, and therefore may
be jultly fufpedted. - T anfwer,
The vanity of the Pretence is af—
parent: forif they had artificially
tram'd a Narrative of extraord-

nary

probed by Reafon,

naty things as done by him in that

time wherein they wrote, and in

the view of many, how eafy had
itbeen to expole them to the juft
fcorn and hatred of all for their
nototious fal(hood,and infatuated
Impudence? but they were never
accus'd of this. Nay fuch was

the number, cleatnefs, and grea:

nefs of his Miracles, that the un-
controuled fame of them forc'd
his Enemies in after-Ages to ac-
knowledg their truth,  The Fewy
in theit Talmud confels he did
Wonders, but give fuch a ridicu-
lous Account of the Means by
which they were done, as betrays
the weaknels of their Reafon, and
the ftrength of their Malice againft
him. - And his Apoftles, with thei

Succeflors, in preachil}g the Gol:
0

pel,wrought Miracles {o frequent-
ly in the face of many Nations,

H3 that
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a;«y; that thole who were moft obfti.-
WA nately averfe from {ubmitting to

it, could not deny what was vifible
to thoufands, and that Miraculos
Power they always afcribed to the

Name of (HRIST. So that

there is no colour for jealoufy, as
if his Miracles recorded in the Go-
fpel were not true, |
But becaufe the Refurre@ion
of Chrift is the great Principle up-
on which all Chriftian hopes de-
pend, I will fhew that we haveall
the rational affurance of it, thatit
is capable of,  This being a mat.
ter of fact done many Ages paft is
to be proved bK Teftimony. And
fiuft, tis worthy of Obfervation
that the Providence of God is con
cern’d to authotize this manner of
proof, that is ablolutely neceflary
for the prelerving humane Socie-
ties. "Tis of lile importance,
whethet

p20bed by Wealon,
whether the truth of things be dil-

covered in fpeculative Sciences, or' L~y

the appeatance of it deceive the
Inquirer. “Tis no wrong to the
Commonwealth, that an Aftrorio-

" mer miftakes in his dimenfions of

the magnitude of the Sun; for his
errout does not leffenits benign in-
fluences ; ftill it fhines and caufes
the Spring and Autuma. "Tis of
litele importance that Philofo-
pher is deceiv'd in his fearch after
the principles of mixt bodies : for,
notwithftanding his miftake, Ani-
mals fill live, and move, and per-
form all the Funéions futable to
their Nawre. Butin Judgments
that refpect matters of Fadk, it the
Truth cannotbe known by tefti-
monys, the civil felicity cannot
long fubfift, ~For the unjuft di-
ftribution of Rewards and Punifh-
ments is neceffatily ruinousto the

Hy4  Beng

1_03‘
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104 puobed by Reafon, 1y F
a;; el Being of the State. And is it credi canfe God has reveal’d them; but m |
r\/u ble the Divine Providence thye A

of a rational humane Faith, groun- Lo~y

reaches to the fmalleft parts of the
World in fuch an admirable man.
net, fhould leave the condugt of

humaneaffais, even of the grear.

¢ft moment, tq a deceitful Light ?
And that after the moft diligent
learchand caution has been uled,
the refule fhould be only waver,
ing Conjectures ? This imagina.
tionis extreamly injurions ro his
Wildom and Goodnef;,
~ In particular, if we confiderthe
Number and the Quality of the
Wicnefles of Chrift's Refinrreti-
on,and the Circumftanges of their
Teftimony, we fhall have fo clear
conviction of its truth as may in-
duce usmoft firmly o helieve i
Ldo not now fpeak of 4 Divine
Faith, that fupernatural Lighe that
makes us acquiefce in things be-
| caule

ded on juft and powerful motives,
which is preparatory for the Dj»

.
{

vine, '
1. The Law admits two Wi
nefles as a competent number in
Caufes of greateft moment, Of
this there were many. The ap.
proved Integrity of a Witnefgives
weight to his Teftimony : 25 on
the contrary a known Lyar forfeits -
his Credit fo entitely, thar he is
not believed when he {peaks true,
When Demades the Orator addreft
himfelf to the Atheniang, I call all
the Gods and Godleffes to witnefS the
truth of what I fball fay: The b
uans often abufed by his impu,

-;d;n; Lyes, prelently intetrupted

him, Aud we call afl the Gods apd
GoddefJes towitnef8 e il not believe
Jo4. "The bare word of an Honeft

Man
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Man in an impottant matter, per.
an the moft exqui.
fite Oaths and far-fetch’d Impre.
cations, by whicha Lyar wotild
give ctedit to his Impofture. Now
we have ftrong proof of the Lnte-
grity of the Apoftles. If an inflexi-
ble Fidelity and conftant Truth
were qualities fo remarkable in
the Community of the Primitive

Chriftians, that the Pagan * Judges

“themfelves were conftrained to

acknowledg it,certainly they were
found more eminently in thofe by
whofe Dodrine and Example
they form'd themlelves. And as
it is impoffible to poffefs this Ver-
tue (fo frickly united toJuftice) in
an excellent degree, without hav-
ing all the others ; fo s evident
they were adorn’d with all mora
Vertues. For their lives werea-

bove the leaft reproach and charg'ef
0

p100ed by Realon,

of their implacable enemies : fo {1’
that they were fain to makeexem
prels Laws againft their Profefi.
onyto tender them guilty in Ap.
peatance. Befides, the circum.
ftances of their Teftimony make it
very valuable,

1. "Twasnot built on the re-
port of others, Mere hear-fay is
very deceitful, and often Jike 2
Contagion pafles from Ear o Far,
and blafts the Reputation of che
Innocent with eafy and credulous
petfons. - But a Teftimony from
hght makes impreffion on the be-
lief of wife confidering Men,
Now we have undoubted Affy-
sance of Chrif's Refurtection from
the clear and concurrent depofiti-
on of cheit Senfes: What we have
beardy and what we have Jeen with our
oes, and what we have handled of
the Wordof Life, faith the Apoftle
3t Jobm, 2. The
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o @D}iﬂi:&" ﬁmg fﬂtt‘. Rics reti)ort that Fulius Proculus (o- M
Chap, 3. > Theunitormity of their Te lemmnly fwore that he faw Romalus Lo
v~ ftimony renders it convincing. ' If W ¢ 4 o Heaven : but the mative

any matetial contradicion be be.
tween Witnefles, tis an infallible
mark of their Forgery, Butthe A.
poftles agreed not on?; in the {ub.
ftance, but in the particularity of
the Fack. In vain Porphiry and T
lim rack’d their Wits to find fome
contrariety in their Relations, An
impartial Inquirer mult acknow-
ledge all their Objections to be
mere Cavils, and effeéts of Ma-
lice.

3. There were no motives to
corrupt them, For the humane
willis naturally moved either by

attrattion of fome Good, or a-

vetfion from fome Evil.A Fiction
is not maintain'd for pure love of
itlelf, but with refpect to either
of thole objects whether real or in
appeatance.  The Roman Hifto-

- 116§

of his Impofture is vifible, for it
was to prevent a great diforder a-
mong the People. But s very
evident that nothing defirable in
the World had the leaft influence
upon the Apoftles. Nay on the
contrary, whatever was tettible to
Nature difcourag'd them. They
fuffer'd all temporal evils, even
Death it felf, for this Teftimony.
And this laft proof confirms all
the others ; TEey are called Mar-
tyts by way of excellency, who
have {eal'd the Truch with their
Blood. Now what can beadded
togiveus full and entire Faith in
their Teftimony 2 In great and
difficult Cafes, fufpected Perfons

ate pue to Torture for the difco-

very of Truth,  The Apoftles

were
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weretryed by the fharpeft Suffer.
ings, yet declar’d the Refuurtectioy
ofg their Divine Mafter with. up,
fainting perfeverance, What fhy.
dow of doubt can remain afte
fuch cleas evidence of their finceri
ty? Let fober Reafon judge:
whether the matter is capable df
proof more ftrong and convin.
ing ? If itbefaid they were decei
ved with an Illufion, either being
diftemper'd or in adream ; both
the pretences are moft abfur'd and
incredible. For the operations of the
ExternalSenfes may be infallibly
dilcern’d by their proper caracters
from thofe of the Imaginations.In-
deed, if the mind be in diforder,¢i
thet from fome more fixed and te-
nacious caufe,or from fleep,the in-
fluences of Reafon are fufpended,
or only fome faint rays appeir,
andare fuddenly extingulh’d,h fo

that

p20bed by Realon, 1
that it can make no true judgment AN
of things. In this ftate, the Ima- m
gination draws all the vigour of
the Soul to it felf, and the Phan-

talms are made fo bright by the

heat of the Spiritsin the brain,that
thofe painted Scenes feem to be as

teal as the {ubftantial objedts we

lee, hear, and touch. But found
Reafon can refleét upon it felf,
and extend its veiw to the opera-
tions of all the othet facnlties, and
oblerve the juft and certain diffe.
rence between Chimeras in the
imagination, and things really ex-
iftanc, It comprehends diftinctly
and with affurance,that it is not di-
fturb’d, and that the Internal and
External Senfes are difpos'd for
their regular operations, It confi-
dets that thePageants of Fancy mo-
ving in adream vanifh in 2 mo-
ment upon waking. But real ef-

fects
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N elts perceivid by the Senfes in
Chap. 3 their Full exercife are more con

ftant and durable. One may be

R oaat g il LU TIENN D E B
fttong light fhines i all their.gm |
Writings # ‘whereas the difcourfes\ i~
of Fools or diftracted Petfons are

wounded in a dream, yet feel no;
lofs of blood or ftrength when he
1 awake.  Buc the wourds receis
ved in 2 Combat are {ometimes
rebellious againft the moft potent
remedies. . Now to apply thisto
the prefent fubject.

Isit in the leat degree proba:
ble that 2 vain fhadow ir 2 dream
fhould make an indelible impref-

fion onthe memories of the Apo- §

ftles, and their waking thoughts
fhould not difcover the deceit?
Nay that it*Yhould infpire them
with invincible courage to affer
that Chrift was truely rifen 2 Ot
who can with the lealt colour of

- eafon accule the Apoftles of fim:

plicity or any diforder of mind,
when fuch ar equal, uniformand

ftrong

unthape Abortions of the mind,
beginnings without a regular pro-
grels, or it there be any coherence
tis fhort, and alwayes attended
with fome notable extravagance,
Befides, the conftant order of thei
Lives afid Actions was 4 certiin
proof of the ¢ompolednefs and
wildom of their minds:
 To fum up biriefly what is con-
vincing that the Apoftles were
fincere and certainin their Tefki-
mony. How could they bede-
ceived then they faghim do Mi.
tacles,or by his power did the like
Did they all dreamin 2 nighe, that
they {aw him appear after his Re-
furreion ¢ what could iprefs
on them fuch a ftrong belicf of
that, of which the Senfes wete the
L proper
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Em proper Judges? Or could they
- LA confpire to invent fucha falfhood,

| pI0DED DY mealon, 11y
bilicy are fo ﬁrm;g that we may - h&a; 4.' »

be as truly fatishied of the reality

and {o eafily to be convinc'd, with
the leaft rational hope that che
World fhould believe.them ? How
was it likely, confidering the vari
able humors of Men,but that fome
of themlelves either by violen
feas, or attraltive hopes fhould
be prevailed on to difcover the
Fiction, and leave their Party ?
What could infpire them with
{uch a falfe fecurity, to defpile the
greatelt Dangers, and {ych a fopl:
ith prefumption to undertake the
greatelt difficulties 2 How could
they expc& to indu,cﬁ';’;hﬁ Wo'ljld
tobelieve in and wofhip Oneig:
nominioufly put to death ? After
{uch a convincing evidence, what
can Realon, nay fufpicion objeft
with any colour to, weaken their
tci’timony > T he motives of credi-

bility

of the things related by the Apo-
ftles, as if we had been {pectators
of them our felves,

CHAP. IV.

The accomplifbment of Prophecies cons

- cerning the Meffiah, m Jefus of
Nazareth, # an snanfwerable
proof that be was fent from God to
redeem the Warld, - The circumftan.
cesof his Birth, the actions of bis
Life , bis Sufferings and Death
clearly foresold.  The irreparable
defbruttion of the State of the Jews
was foretold as the juft pumifbment
for their rejecting of the HMeffiah,
That terrible Event 45 4 continual
Proof that Jefus Chrilt was whet
he declar'd himfelf 10 be, the Som of

12
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God. ~'The Converting of the Gen
tle World to the Knowledge and
Service of the true God by the Mel-
fiah was foretold n the:Scriptures:
and is vifibly fulflld.  The Ao
complfbment of this Prophecy by the
most wnlikely means , againt the
Jhrongest Oppofition , 45 manifeftly
the effect of Divine Power, and 1
Jufficient to convince the Jewi{h and
Heathen Infulelity of the truth of
- Chriftianity,

HE Accomplifhment of

Prophecies concerning the
MEssiAH his coming intothe
World, the Work he fhould do,
his Sufferings, and the Conlequen-
ces of them, afford undenable
proof that Jefis of Nazareth came
from God for our Salvation. Pre-
{cience of things to come, and in-

dependent on the fetled cougle and
ordet

Peullvl Uy vl
order of Natural Caufes, isanin.
communicable Prerogative of ®od,
His Eye only can pierce the thick
vail of fucurity. Elc hasan open
unconfin'd profpect of all things
that were, are, and {hall be. Such
perfection of Knowledge tran:
cends Angelical Minds, “Tismore
ealy for the Devil by an adventu-
rous imitation to counterfeit Mi.
racles, thanto give a clear and di-
ftinét prediction of things to come
that depend on free Agents. From
hence it was that he gave refpon-
{als ambiguoufly, to conceal his
ignorance of future events, and
left thofe who confulted his Ora-
cles dubious and hovering in what
fenfe to underftand them, God a-
lone could inftruct the Prophets
to foretel things at fuch a diftance,
elpecially confidering fome of
them are (upernatural, and others

3 con-
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Chap, 4. congingent from the waveting of
v~ fecond Caufes.  Now the fevetal

Prophecies of Jefus Chrift if uni-
ted together, make fuch an entite
defcription of him, that they feem
rather Hiftorical Narratives of
what is paft, than Preditions of
what was to come, - According to
the Prophecies, he was born of 2
Virgin, a branch of thealmoftex-
tinguifh’d Family of David, born
in Bethlchem, ufher'd in by a fore-
vunner, meek, lowly, juft, and a
worker of Miracles, Therefore
when fohn the Baptift fent fome
of his Dilciples to enquire whe-
‘ther he was the Meffiab &at fhould
come: Qur Saviour gave no di-
rect Anfwer in words, but refer.
red them to his Works; that gave
2 full and real teftimony concern-
ing him, Go, tell John the things
which ye do bear and fee ; the Blind re

- cenve

p200ed bp Laciiod, 119
ceive their Sight, the Lame walk, the Chap. 4.
Lepers are cleanfed, the Deaf bear, LA~
the Dead are raifedup, and the Poor
have the Gofpel preached to them:

That qomparinﬁ his Mitaculous
Operations fot the recovery of hu-

tane Bodies, with the Prophe-

cies, there being a perfect Agree-

ment between them, and both un-
doubtedly from God, They might

by that clear and certain Caracier
acknowledg him to be the Proriit-

{ed Meffish, “Tis an Obfervation

of 8t, 4iftin, That the Son of God Previdens
forefecing the perverfe Interpre- 27t &
tations that his Enemies would gudan fi-
make ufe of to datken the luftr ot i
of his Miracles, accufing him as 2 s

{olemn Magician that wrought by s, Magiis

' S | artibus tria
buenda, Propheras ante premifit, Numquid fi Magus érat, &
Magicis artibus fecit, ut colevetur & mortuus, Magus erat ante=
quam natws 2 O Homo wiortns & vermifcendo calunniofe, Pros
phetis audi, Propftas Lege. Trat, in Joan,

Lyt
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the force of Inchantment, that
fuch a falfe Per{wafion might not
prevail, fent the Prophets before
his coming into the World, From
hence the. Saint’ argues to reprefs
thofe impious calumnies : If by
Magical Arts he did fuch Won.
ders as to conciliate Divine Ho-
nout to him even fince his Death
washea Magician before he was
born? and did he know the fuc.
ceffion of all things in his Life be-
fore he lived, that %y animpoffible
Mitacle he predicted them to Mo
[¢5, David, Efay, Daniel and othets
Having thus argued,the Saint turns
himlelf to thofe Infidels, as Chrift
to the Pharifees looking round about
o them with anger, being grieved for
the havdnefSof thetr heaits, and (2id,0
dead wretch, hear the Prophets,
* But'above all, His Death and
Daflion

(the (ubftanee of the Gol-
' pe) ¥

POLcD VY mbaon, a1
pelis moftexquiliely draywn with Chap 41
thelines of his own Blood. Da-Lovays
nilfoterels thetime ;. Zachayssit 771
prefent at the execrable contrat n R
between Judss and the nghg :
Priefts, tels us exaétly the price of ./m»zf»(v
the Trealon, and thgnf as i% tranl- ¥ hoslns
potted to Calvary, he aw his Side 21,4 P4k
gpén’d with the Spear, and notes WV?W/ ’
icin thele words, they fhall look o
him whom they have pierced.. David,
asif he had ftood at the foot of the
Crofsin the hour of his Suffetings,
relates the manner of them in the
Petfon of our Crucified Redee.
mer; They peirced my Hunds and
my Feet: Thenthe disjoynting of
his Parts by the Torture ; Imaytel
all my Bones, they look and fhare #pon
me: His hanging naked on the
Crofs, they part my Garments among
them, and caft lots upon my Vefture:
the bitter draught they offer’d

hrm., |

Pfdl, 22,
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"Chao. 2. him, they gaveine dfo Gall for myQ forgive them, they know ot what they AN
Chsp. 4 3 do s oblerve, that be made intercelfion Chap. 4f

v~ Meat, and in my thirft tk? gave

Iﬁl. C’?ﬂpo
52, 33,

Vinegay to drink : The blafphentouy
deri'%lon of the Priefts and People
the {pectators of his Death, Alltha
Jee me, laugh me to Jeorn, they fhoot o
the lip, they [hake the bead, [aying,H
trifted in the Lord that be would dele
ver bim; et him deliver him, fecing s
delighted in bim : His words fpoken
in the heighth of his diftrels, 74
God,my God, why haft thow for/aken
me ? The Prophet Ifuiab reprefents
the Ignominy aid Torments of
his Paffion, I gave my back to th
miters, and my cheeks to them tha

plucked off the hair ; 1 hid not my face

from fhame and [pitting : and by the
eyes of his mind faw him crucified
between two Thieves ; He wa
named with Tranfgreffors < and as
prefent at his moft atfectionate dy-
ing prayer for his enemies, Fatber

-

for Tranfgreffors.  Thus as feveral

Painters that would daw divers
Copies from the {ame excellent
Original, are intent to view its v1-
rious Afpects, fome directly, fome
onthis and the other fide ¢ [ the
Prophers, as if they had been the
Spectators of “his cruel Sufferings,
copied from the life, every one
that part that the Holy Spifit af:
fignedto them. Now how was
it poffible, if not inftructed by Om-
fcience, that being fo diftant in
time and place, and o long be-
fore the Accomplifhment they
thould concur in fich an exat
defcription of what fhould befal
the Meffiah?  Men are not Pro-
phets by the light of Reafon: as
Nature is not fubjedted to their
powet to work Miracles, neither

is



PHULY Y)Y LG L)
follow: -And {o God fhould lofe Chap. 4.
his peculiar ;Pe.qpl‘e. (diaphas exci- oy

124 CHUUIRIT TeUGIoN

Chap. 4. s Fukrity open to theirview, to
i compole an Hiftory of things.to

come. The Death of Chrilt de.
pended on feveral Caufes; Men,
Devils,and God himfelt concurr’d
for divers Ends in the fame Event
The two ptime Conlpirators a.
gainft his Life, Lucifer and { aiphas
were moved both from Reafons
of State to fecure their own, The
Devil to maintain his cruel Em-
pite which for {0 many Ages he
had ulutp’d inthe World, For our
Saviour having with Authority
caft out Legions of his miniftring
Spirits from thofe who were mile-
tably pofleft by them, he was in
fear of lofing his Power. Befides,
he forefaw t%\at if Chrift were the
Son of God, the killing of him
would bring {uch a crimfon guil
upon the Jews, that no lefs punifh-
ment than their Rejection would

| fOIj

ted the Council to devote him asa
Sagtifice to prefeve their Nation
from ruine: for their fafety de-

pending on their homage to the

Romans, to. prevent the jealoufies
that might arife by the fame of his
mighty Works,and by the Peoples
attendance on him, ,tKat were fed
by hisMiracles,they concluded on it
2s a neceflary expedient, that Chrif}
(hould dy, and all fufpicions be re-
moved with him, Thus Men and
Devils were the inftruments, but
God;appointed that great Event.
The ftorm fellifrom Heaven upon
Him for our Sins, : "Tis thereEnre
exprefly faid, Ee sous delivered by the
determinate Counfel and foreknawledge
of God’, who ove-ruled the train
of diforders , the, work of their
crue) malice;for contrary ends than

MACES01 Cont et
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were defign’d by them : For the
Devils wete caft out of their King.
dom, the fews depriv'd of thei
Liberty , and the Kingdom of
Chrift eftablifh’d for ever. Now
who could read in the Mind of
God his free Decrees? even the
Angels of Light that always e
his face, cannot without a reve.
fation of them: - Nene but tl
Spirit that fearches the deep things of
God, could make the difcovery?
And who could forefee that- the
Meffiah fo often'promifed tothe
Fews, fo impatiently expected, and
ardently - defir’d,  fhould be fo
fercely rejected by them? tha
his Death fhould be the effeét as of
his own love, fo of-their hatréd?
None but God' to.whom all the
Feri'ods of time -are equally pre
ent, and who-is more intimate
with the Counfels and Paffions of

Men

PIIVYE VY MVAN 12 7
Men than their own Souls are,
could prediétit. He commupi- C‘“ hr.\apﬂ. 4
cated {ome rays of his Prefcience . #

to holy Men, who foretold that ~ '
obfcureft Contingency. Fl‘pﬁ] ﬁm?’ﬂz
hence it follows that the cleag Te- o '
ftimonies of the Prophets exaéily * ﬂa 2 -
Rulfil'd in Jefs Christ, are an un- /- 274 7,
anfwerable demonftrationthat He 7, ;7 |
was the expected Deliverer tore-,” 7
ftore the World, S

2. The univerfal and irrepa-
rable Deftruion of the Stat,epof
the Jews, foretold as the juft pu.
nifhment of their rejecting the
Meffiab, is anothe illuftrious proof
of the Divinity of his Perfon and

Doétrige,

To reprefent all the Charadters

of that Vengeance as they are fet
down by]oﬁpbuk, an Eye, Witnefs

and Hiftorian of it, would leng-
then this Dilcourle beyond the

limits
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W}lmm intended, Tt i fuﬂicieptf-‘fb than in Ferufalem : here were Rivers gia/w
3P, 4 - i i of Blood,there Mountains of Car‘m%

LA obletve,

1, That all the fevere Scdtifpes
of God met in a direful conjundti
on againft them, The moft of
frighting Prodigies ‘were his fore
ranners ; A flaming-Sword bran.
dift'd in the Heavens, and Mon.
fters born on the Earch: Anid War,
Famine, Peftilence, and Fire were
his Attendants, Thofe who efeap’
the Sword were confumn’d by Fa
mine ; and thofe who were pté-
ferved from cruel War and-Fa
‘mine , were {wept away by: the
Peftilence, or devour'd by the
mercilefs Flames.- Wherever they
turn'd thei eyes, Death in tetrible
{hapes aYpear’d. SR
2, ‘All thefe Judgments wete
inflicted at once upon them in the
heavieft degrees. The Sword ne
ver made a greater deftrution of

Men

caffes. In fome places nothing bug
filence and horrour amongft the
dead, in others the crys and groans
of the dying:  Innumerable were
maflacred by the rage of Sedition
amongft themlelves, And when
the mild Conquérour would have
Ipated them, yet by an unparal-
lel'd fiercenels they would racher
perifh in an obftinate refiftance.
The Famine was (o extreme, as
compell'd even tender Mothers to
eat the flefh of their miferable
Children. The Fire confum’d the
City from one end to the other,
without leaving any part enire,
The Temple,the Sanctuary of Re-
ligion , and Image of Heaven,
where God {o long had dwelt had
been ferv’d and prais'd, and ren-

dred his Oracles, was not exemp-
K ted
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. f(:\l\{‘-l/ﬁ ted from thC fury of the Fire. ever a]ew 1S fOUﬂd, thCl’C 15 3&0116 &m :

3. Their Calamity was ex.
treme and irteparable. Thefuft
Defolation by the Chaldeans, fo

LA of ruin'd Jertfalem never to be re- (

built. In {hott, that wretched Na- Horbles frud

tion is rent into innumerable parts; w305,

compaffionately recorded by Fere
miah, was not comparable in the
degrees and continuance to thi
{ccond by the Romans, of which
Cur1sT himfelf was the Chid
Mourner, and made lamentation.
"Then they were tranfported toge
ther, and notto a very rigorous
nor perpetual flervitude in Babylo.
After {eventy years they recover'd
their Liberty, and were reftored
to their Native Land,  Butin the
laft, the Captives were dilpersd
among divers People; 2 fad Pro
onoftick that they fhould never

be joyned again in one Society.

: /}fWL; .o The Ruines of the Nation were
X/MM/W, lo grear, that the pieces of it are

"%
o K WU“ ,

o

O

{catrer'd all over theWorld, Whete

~.'Mm.~. Cldw(l.n.a( /44,, /.[,/W —_ “Z/ﬁ{‘}.%‘ A o /é 6V€f

and exposd to the contempt and
hatred of all. ~ Asthe Body of 2
Traitor is quarterd, and the pars
hung up in {everal placés of pub-
lick view, to fignify the hotrour
of his Crimes 1n the feverity of
his Punifhment: God has taken
away all the marks of his Alliance
with them. No diftin&tion of their
Tribes remain, no cbletvance of
their legal Ceremonies, no Priefts,
no Altars, no Sacrifices, no Pro-
phets nor Miracles; in {Hott,there
isno true Worfhip among thens,
no God but angry and revenging
their bloody impieties. And which
is moft worthy of confideration,
the Romans that conquer’d themm
have loft their Empire, and the

K2 Ne
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once among Men to be perfonal- “\/w
ly crucified. The fingularity -Of‘% 4o

132 CRALGIIALIRILH

| ?\mﬁ Nations which were fubdued by

L their Arms, have secovered they A

Liberty : Butthe fews after fixteen
kundred years are fill miferable,
Now is not this Judgment of God
upon them a dreadful proof of the
extremity of their Wickednels in
crucifying JEsus CHR1sT,and
that conlequently he was, as he
declar’d himfelf tobe, the Son of
God, and that his Office and Do.
- &rine were from Heaven. Never
before did the Wrath of God break
forthin fuch 2 fierce manner -
gainft a finful Nation. Therefore
'tis reprefented under the Image of
the final Doom , when Juftice
arm’d wich flames fhall devour the
Unzodly, and the whole World be
come a Theatre of Terrors.. And
never was any other Nation gul-
ty of fuch an high provocation:
for the Son of God defcended but

Onee

the punifhment is a vifible inftru-
&ive fign of their tranfcendent
Crime. Immediately upon their
pronouncing the capital Senence
againft him on Earth, their utter
Ruine was pronounc’d in Heaven,
And the execution of the Sentence

was defert’d no longer, but till the

Elet of that People were brought
in, and by the Preaching and ex-
cellent Miracles of the Apoftles,

the Refurre@tion of Chrift, and

the truth of the Gofpel were con-
firm’d, and thereby a beginning
and form given to the new Chu-
ftian Chugch. Now they have
written on theit foreheads in very
legible charadters, the Fatal Curle

which their Fathets pronounc’d

concerning Jelus Chrift, His Blood
be on Ws, and our Children.  When
K3 Mofes
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Chap. 4. Mofes with indignation for their
L~ [dolatry, broke the Tables of the
Law, God reeftablifh’d them, but
when for a greater guilt God him-
{elf broke them, there is no poffi

ble Redintegration.
If it be I%id, that tis not necef:
fary to attribute this Ruine of the
Jews to the particular Vengeance
of God, but only to the Inftabili
ty of humane things, wherein {uch
difaftrous Revolutions fometimes

happen.

L an{wer, That although Divine
Juftice was {0 vifible in their afto-
#phityt. o0 nithing Deftruction ; that X Tigw
Apltibe himlelf refusd 2 Triumphal
v?)'WM Crown after his compleat Victo-
s W'*:Z4 he 1y, declaring that he was buc the
(b p 8 Inftrument of God’s Anger, who
vﬁ'@/"ﬂ”/}“’"' was the Invifible Emperor in that
bloody Expedition; yet to force
an acknowledgment of it fromall
that

PeULULY V7 ABVRIT I

that are not wilfully blind, it was Chap. 4,
foretold when the Fews were in LS

peace, and their killing the Mef-
fiah {pecified, as the Meritorious
Caufe wherein that terrible Effect
wasincluded : Thus our Saviout
in the Parable of the Husbandmen
and Vineyard, after they had puc
to death the Mafter’s Son, he adds,
What fball therefore the Lord of the
Vineyard do > Hewill come and defroy
the Husbandmen, and give the Vine-

yard to others. Andupon his draw-

ing neat to the City of Jerufalen,
be wept over it, faying, If thou hadft
knowm, even thou, at leaft in this thy
day, the things which belong unto- thy
peace, but now they are bid from thine
eyes. For the days [ball come upon thee,
that thine Enemves (ball caft a Trench
about thee, and compaf thee round, and
keep thee in onevery fde, and fhall lay
thee even with the Ground, and [hall not

K 4 leave
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eave i thee one ffone upon another .
Cha L /l P )

P-4 bocan tho kneweft o the time o thy
™ tjzta[tzon Thlsﬁras allo fme{old
by Mofes in all the terrible Ci-
cumftances : The Lord fball bring o
Nation against thee from far from the

end of the £ Earth, as [wift as the Eagle
fheth; a Z\(ation whofe Tongue thou
Jhale not wnderftand ; a Nation of fierce
conntenance, which fball not regard the
perfon of the old, nor fhew favour o

Deut, 28,

theyotuig = and be fhall eat the fruit of

thy Caml and the fruit of thy Land,

witl thow b defbroped ; which alfo
ot leave thee cither Com Wine, or Oy,

or the ¢ uzam/e of t yl(me or flocks.

o[ thy Skeep, wntil he have deftroped

PINVLU V) LGl "
Event was cotrefpondent in al| the (o Chap. 4.
degrees of mifery.  Which as it Loy
demonftrates the truth of the Pro-
phecy, fo it may inftruct us how
tearful a thing itis tofall into the
hands of the living God

3. The converting of the Gen.
tile World to the faving Know-
ledg of God by the Meffiah was
foretold in the Scriptutes. The
beams of this glorious Truth were
gradually difpens'd to the Ifaclits

as their weak underftandings could
fuftain 1. When the Covenant
was made with Abrabam God de-

clared in exprels terms, T thy Seed é’m 21.0.9
[all all the Nations of tbe World be o8 P Ereran
beffed. That Seed was the Mefi- £;57%:2

ahy not the peopleof the Jewsde- (™S ;f

thee: And Fe ﬂ)al Zwﬁegf thee in a{!
thy Gates thronghont all thy Land which
the Lord thy god bath given thee, i

the Stege, and mthe jbazme/f whore-
with tbmc Enemes [hall diftres thee
Such was the T hxcammg, and the

F vent

cended from Abrabam: for they
were {o far from bemo 2 univer-

fal e{ﬁmg to the \World that on
thc
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Sfa\%that God for their fakes defpis'd
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the conttary, they vainly prefumd

the reft of Mankind.,  Andindeed
before the coming of Chift they
were aninclofed Garden,the pecu-
liar People of God, and without
the compals of Judea Sin reign'd
abfolutely and univerlally. Now
thar Promife clearly fignifies, thar
the Favour and Bleffing of God
that he confer’dupon Abrabam in
making known to him his Will,
and promifing to behis God, and
of his Pofterity, fhould one day
be extended to all Nations, by
calling them to his Knowledg and
Service. Tothis agees the Pro-

phefie of Jacob: The Scepter Jhl

@on. 49, 10. ot depart from Juda, nor the Law-

giver from between bis feet, till Shib

conte, and to him [hallthe gathering of
the Peaple be: that 1s, the Gentiles

(hall be converted from their Idols
(0

paouen By mealon, 119
tothe true God by the Meﬂiah, ‘(Jh‘a,}';f}r'.

whom the Jews ackno’vvledg to be LA

fignified by that Title. ~ And M-

Jes introduces God as complaining

of theldolatry and Ingratitude of
the Jews, and declaring They have
moved me to jealoufie with that which

# not GOCI', tbey ’m];p PVWOkedme 1 Dent32.21,

anger with their Vanities, and T il
mave themto jealoufy with thofe which
are ot & Peple,and Iwill provike them -
to anger with a foolifh Nation. The
external Covenant between God
and his People is reprefented by
the union of Marriage, to fignifie
the Duty they owe to God, the
higheft honour, the moft ardent
affetions , and the benefits they
receive from him, Therefore when
the Jews gave Divine Adotation,
the higheft refpects of Religion, to
[dols, they provok'd God to jea-
loufy ; and he threatens he would
break
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a:\m break his Alliance with them, and W in his Revelations clearly fpeaks M |
Lo P,g 4', give his Heart and Love to thole B of the great defign of God to bring LA

which were not a People ; And by
the Law of Countet-Paffion they
fhould be provok'd to Jealoufy.
"Tis very vifible thefe expreffions
fignify the calling of the Gentiles,
And David by the fame Infpirati-
on, in many Pfalms celebrates the
Kingdom of the Mefliah. In P/
12, he isintroduc’d, fpzaking. ,?/fj
raife (hallbe of thee in the great Con-
ﬁreg/at& ; allftbe ends of the Worll

all remember and turn snto the Lord
all the kindreds of the Nations [hal
worfhip before thee.  And in the
67 Pfal. God be merciful to s, anl
blefS s, and canfe his Face to fhine
on s, Selah, That thy way may b
known wpon Earth, and thy  faving
bealth among all Nations.  Let th
people praife thee O God let allthe por
ple praife thee.  The Prophet E/;tz

the Gentilesto his fervice. Thus
in the fecond Chapter ’tis prophe-
fied; Andit fhall come to pafSin the
laft days, that the Mountam of the
Lords Houfe [hall be eftablifhed in the
tops of the Mountains, and fhall be ex.
alted above the Hills. ~ And many Peo.

le ball go and [y, Come ye, let us go
zp tjo])tbzg Munt'gin of the Lord, to t%e
Houfe of the God of Jacob, and he
will teach ws bis ways, and we will walk
in bis paths : for out of Zion [hall go

forth the Lord, and the Sword of the

Lord out of Jerufalem, -

And among all the reft noneis
more clear and exprefs than what
isxecorded in Ifa. 49, There firft
the Meffish is repreflented as de-
claring his Commiffion from God
to go tothe People of Jfrael ; The
Lord bath called me from the womb,
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AL y mother hath e [ foeaks of the Nations i oppofiti- 43
 Chap. 4 from the bowels of my mather bath he @ "fpeaks of the Nations in oppofiti- ~ 77~

on to the Tribes of ffra, and di- Chap. 4,

v ade mention of my Name, and be faid
J rectly foretels that the Fews would VM

snto me, T how art my Servant, in whon

I will be glorified. And Iafter.coyn-
plains of the obftinacy of the in
grateful Synagogue; Then Ifaid,]
bave: Idbored in vain; 1 have [pent my
firength for nought ¢ in vain, yet fure
fy my fudgment 15 with the Lovd, tmd my
work with God. - And immediately
afeer'tis added, dnd now [aith the Lord
that form’'dme from the Womb to be bis
Servant, to bring Jacob again to bim,
though racl be ot gather'd, yet. foal
The glorions in the eyos of the Lordsand
my God [hall bemy flrength, And b
Jaidie 5 a lighe thing that thou [bould
be my fervant, to rafe up the Tribesof
Jacob, and toreftore the prefervedof
Hrael, Twill alfo give thee for 4 light
the-Gentiles, that thow ma be my Sl
vationto the ends of the Earth, Thp
Oracle is precife and full ; fori

f{peaks

neglect the inftructions of the Mef
fiah, and that upon their Infideli-
ty God would by the Aeffish give
{aving knowledge toall Nations,
And in the {ame {enfe he {peaks in
the 54th Chapter: Sing, 0 Barren,
thou that didft ot bear ; break forth
mto fmging , and cry alowd thow that
ddft ot travel with (hild:. for more
are the Children of the defolate than. of
the married, [aith the Lord.  Who 1
the defolate and barren, but the
Gentiles without God in the World,
whiles the ews were honour’'d and
bleft in the Myftical Marriage
with him? And who are the Chil-
dren of the forfaken that fhould
be far more numerous than thofe
of the married, but the Believers
of the Chriftian Chuxch, in oppo-

et © Aition
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formed by the glorious Power o{'m
God. And accordin.gly It 15 4C- Loy g

| 144 C ORI LUKV ‘
P\ (o to the Jewifh Church? Ang

Chap. 4. the other fucceeding Propher

concur in this prediction, Malacly
the la{’cfpeaks of it in fuch exprelg
terms, as are capable to convinc
any that does not wiltully re
nounce the ule of his Eyes and
Underftanding,  After Godisin-
troduc’d rejecting the Jews, and
their Temple Service ; I have m
pleafure in you, faith the Lord of Hofs
neither will I accept an Offering atyow
hands. He adds, to fignifie the cal:
ling of a new Chutch, for from the
rifing of the Sun to the going down o
the amemy Name [hall be great amoy
the Gentiles, and in ever%\z place Inc;nje
all be offer'd to my Name, and ¢
{J;;re Oﬂ%r]gzg, for my Name [palll
great anong the Hleatben,fuith the Lord
of Hofts.  Thus that great won-
der was clearly foretold by the
Prophets, and as a work to be per
- formed

complifh’d.  For who but God
could have infpir'd the Apoltles
toundertake an Enterprifc fo con-
trary to Humane Prudence,being
equally dangerous and impoffible?
And who elle could have made it
fuccefstul beyond all imagination?
When the Pride of Phareah vwas
humbled, and his Serength broker
by the moft defpicable creatures,
even the Magicians were compel-
led to acknowledge it to be the
Fingerof God: but his Am 1as
revealed when the Spirittial Pharoah
with all his Powers of Darknels
were ovetcome by fuch weak In-
ftruments.  What furions Winds
trom all parts of the World con-
Ipir'd to extinguifh the fift f ting-
ng Light of the Gofpel » T he
Heathen Experours deftroyed in-

L numerable
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INAAE ble Perf; (umine B vl her PrNA
umetable Petfons, preluming B livion. Where are all
Chap, 4, numerst y P g B eternal ob e all oo™,

to drown the Memory of Chrift in B ¢he Sects of Philofophers, the Pla- _mimy
the Blood of the Chriftins. But | touifls, the Peripateticks, the Stoicks,
fuch were the Faich and Love of B the Epicureans , and the reft that
Believers of all conditionsto their § fll'd Greece with their Fame, and
Crucified Redeemer, that with the | o many Volumes with their Fan.
(ame joy they rantofufter themoft § cies and Errour? Like a Torrent

.

terrible punifhments,as if they had
been to receive Crowns.  Invain
the i’cronge[’r Combinations were

and his incarnate Son Jefus (hrift,
overcame Impiety with all its |

| that rouls down with great noife
| from the top of 2 Mountain; fo
| for a time the Speculations of their
made againft the Truth. For the |
knowledge of the only true God, |

lofty Minds poured along in a
flond of fwelling froathy Elo-
quence ; but now (and for how
many Agesfince?) the very chan

dols, and Ignorance with all it
numerous Mafters,  What is be-
come of all the Heathen Deites,
fo honour'd, fo fear’d, fo obfti
nately defended > Where are their
Altars, their Statues, their Sacrile:
gios Priefts and Sacrifices 2 They
are buried in the ruines of their
own Temples, in the darknefsof

eternal

nel is dryed up wherein they ran,

{0 that [carce any vifible ruines re-

main in Athens it felf of the Schools

where they taught.  The greacelt
among them, | Plato, adorn’d with 3 5.
the title of Divine, could never fee s ois

b moMireday,

his Commonwealth , fram'd by iwul: s
Chryfide laud,

him with {o much ftudy, tobe e- b,
ftablifhd inone City, Whereasif

L2 we
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a;w we confider the Gofpel of Chrift,
L tis hard to determine whether the
‘o7 5 Dotrine be more fimple, or the
wsiide Apoftles the firft Mafters of it to
4am9 ) ourward appearance; Yet with-
79 VT o8- _ h ﬂ; h
o <z ot Learning or humane ftrength,
Lyt in 2 {hort {pace they triumphed
7 1442 oyer the Eloquence of the Greeks,
CTES TUNi[itSy

gebuionr the Power of the Romans, the Rage
rnimionma OF Barbarous Nations, They a-

7ois dilygud-

ras 7w and renewed the face of theWorld.
SeTaLls, 4y 0

wryne In this the Prophetick Parable

nt o was tulfill'd) The Kingdom of Hea-

Pes T4 70 G-

o it oy that is, the difpenfation of the

7]

?ﬁﬁj:yﬁ-(}ol‘[)el, is like to a grain of Muflard-
7,0(‘/27@;? Jeed ; one of the {malleft grains,but
redivar Uit of that {pitit and quality that it
fuddenly fprings up and fpreads

abroad.
This happy and fupendous fuc-
cels of the Difciples of Fefus Chrifl
confider'd in it felf, is an unantwe-

rable

Piobed by Anealoy, 149
rable proof that the (riftian Reli- Pc\h-;\m
gion came from Heaven. For it was W\P,« i
only poffible to the Divine Power,

"Tis no wonder the Religion of
Mahomet extended and eftablifh’d
its Conquefts in many Countries
For that Seducer per(waded the
barbatous People by force of Aims,
they muft be his Difciples or Slaves.
And can the Mind form a clear
Judgment, or the Will make a free
Choice, when under a tyrannous
neceflity of Compliance, or lofing
all the Comforts of Life ! Can
Violence and Cruelty produce 2
Rational Faith 2 Thatmay force
them to a counterfeit comply-
ance, but cannot make Men
fincerely believe,; tis apt ta breed
Form without, and Atheilim with-
i, Now that a Perfecuted Re-
ligion fhould live and fourith in
the midft of fames, is astrulyad.
Ly mi-
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Chap. 4, mitable as if a litele Stream fhould | as the converting Rebellious Souls Chagﬁ

to God, and making them 2 wil- Levsu
ling People to his holy Laws. And
if we further confider the Prophe-

pals through an Arm of the Ocean,

retaining its Frefhnefs and Purity
in the midft of Sale and Turbid

Waters.  That when the Minds
of Men were prepoffeft with in-
veterate Opinions contrary to its

fupernatural Myfteries, and their
Wills over-ruled by Carnal Affe-

- &ions utterly averfe from its Holy

Precepts, the World was captivd
to the belief and obedience of it,
is the moft noble effe@ of Om-
nipotence. For other Miracles,
though above the Laws of Na.
ture, yet wete on the lower order
of creatures without life and fenfe.
but this inernal Miracle was
wrought on the Minds and Hearts
of Men. To raile the Dead, to
clm 2 Storm , o fulpend the

- foree of Fire, to change Waters in-

to Blood, is not fo gloriousa work
25

cies o many Ages before concern-
ing it, and oblerve the Harmony
betwixt the Works and Word of
God, there refults a Demonftra-
tion as clear and ftrong as s pofli-
ble. ThePrediction and Accom-
plithment are equally divine, The -
{uccefs juftifies the truth of the
Prophecy, and the truth of the
Prophecy juftifies the Divinity of
the Chriftian Religion.  For by the
Apoftles and theit Succeflors the
Heathens were turned from Idols,
to the Service of one God the Cre-
ator of the World ¢ which was
foretold by the Prophets, not on-
ly asa thing that fhould arrive,but
to be petformed by the Power of
God. To afcribe then this glori-
L4 ous
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‘ a;a/w ous Work to humane Artifice, as urged, none bt the Divine Pro- opyy o 4

m%if“ his Providence had been pre- | yidence could foretel fo great and LA
vented by others, from doing that

-

that he promiled fhould be done
by his own Power, is [0 divectly
contrary to his Wildom and his
Truth, that commpon Reafon ab-
hors the thoughts of it, Therefore
the Chnftian Religion is Divine, ha-
ving God for its Author, Thus
the Truth of the Gofpel is victo.
rious over the Jewifh, or the pro-

phane Infidel.

It may be argued againft the

Jews, that their God foretold his
Mefjuah {hould convere the Nati-
ons. No other but one auchorifed
{rom above could doit. Tefus Chrift
lﬁs doneit, therefore he s the Meﬁ
fiah. And confequently they are
either blind with prejudice, or
malicioufly deny the known truch,
Ko prophane Infidels itmay be

ur"ged,

marvellous achange of the World,
none but the Divine Power could
effectit, therefore “twas the true
God that madethe projectand -
vent {0 exadily to correfpondin
All things |

Add further, that by comparing
the Prophecies of Chrift and his

Kingdom with their accomplifh-

ment, the two forts of enemies
againt the Gofpel, are made ufeful
to convince one another, The
Pagans by theews that thefe things
wete foretold, the Fews by the Pa.
gansythat thefe things were fulfild,
XSt o ‘ |
St, Auin re!ates that the Hea- 4 Hliuand
thens feeing the exadt agreement Pagani faci-
between the Prophecies in the Qld ** 1obis b
‘ ' ' Jufmodi que-
Fianem, ciom vident que Jeripta funt fie intpleri, ut nagari omni

fo non poffint, Aucdent, ut dicant vidyfis it fleri, & tanguam
lbmdifiﬂ Sint, conferipfiftis, Serm, 67, Diyer; -

Teﬁa-



154 Cheiftian Religion
(W Teftament fo clear in words, and
oo their accomplifhment in the New

(o clear in the Effects, had nothing
to reply, but that they were writ
ten after the things were done, and
feigned to be Predictions of anti
ent date,  As Virgil weaving Fa
bles of Eneas, feign’d him to be
in the Elifian Fields, and to receive
from Aichifes a Prediction of hi
Defcendents in a long fucceffion
and order of Men and Times,
which was the ftory of what was
actually paft when he wrote it In
anfiwer to this pretence, he breaks
out with wonder and joy, 0 Gloris
Regis noftri! the Caufe is gain’
and the Vidory of Truth could
not be more glorious. For where
a5 the many Nations in Ewrop,
Afua, Africa, fubdued by the At
of the Romans, were compelled 1

obferve the Rites of their Religh

p200ed by Reafon, 15§

on: The Jews only were permitted ( hap. 4
to enjoy their Sacred Books, and AN
their own Worhip, and were dif: ,; ng o

)1 s woiqy fudei,
Pers d nto all Countties. And thus portantes coa
bg/ the admirable Counfel of God é’;eff} guibns
: , ) ) Chriftus pre-
mzf] g:}\]/e Gcredlt to ,thg Gofbel a- diqatur. PSz'
ﬁdergthee reentzles. For if we con- j;’;;”ef;e’:::’e"r w o
theW: : vetence they bore €O rarum, non /;‘/“;

¢ Writings of the Prophets, that #4jmaren "y

with the greateft care they have imro 4
preferved Fhem as the moft preci-
ous Inheritance left by their Fa- b gue -
, ficat toto orbe

£ty
predicatip- 7'0 g:‘éf
thers, and their mortal hatred of sararym .,y

nem Evange- P

Jefus Christ and his Gofpel, that wil. Sem.67.

lingly the ; D
would ir o
Blood ¢ dyf ‘Pend ' their Ambos inde
Blood to deface thf: Memotials of cmincs, Ja-
lt}fl, I 1S an }nYmClble Argument denm gniaid
that the Predicions concerning the f: ORZ;;Z o
e impletum
f’the of the C Ia.rg/izan Church record- Ego cognoui:
ed in their Scriptures, are fincerely 87 s
delivered, and ivi ) o b
| yand of Divine Autho- i
ity This their Malice is an ad-

vantage to the Faith of the Gogpe,

on: .M@lew?sCm;vWﬁ.  and
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m and by conftraine they arethe grex ll ... Chap. 5.
g Confitmers of it. This is {ufficien; LA

WV CHAP. V.

to reduce the Heathens to filence
and confufion. And the Pagan be
ing convinc'd by the Books of the
Jows, the Jew may be conving'd by
the Teftimony of the Pagans : for
if the Records fo jealoufly kept by
that Nation were from DivineIn.
{piration, if they contain Antient
Prophecies which the Heathens fec
verified in the Gofpel and the Chi
ftian Church, why do not the Fews
acknowledge 7efus Christ to be the
promifed Mefliah 2 If the Vai
were not taken from Fofes’s face,
and laid on their hearts, they muf
clearly fce that the Light of the Gen
tiles is the Glory of Ifracl. "Tis equal-
Iy unreafonable to doubt with the
Atheift that the Meffiah ywas ever
promifed, or to believe with the
Jews he 1 yet to come,
- ~ CHAP.

The Teftimony produc'd by 8. John
for the proof of Chriftianity briefly
confider’d, The WitnefS from Hea-
ven, the Father, Word and Spi-
tit; The Witneffes on Earth, the
Spitie, Water and Blood, conpire
i declaring JEsus CHRIST
to be the Son of God and Saviowr of
Men. An Anfwer to Objetions -

gainft the DoCrines of the Trinity,

the Divine Incarnation,and the mean
State and Sufferings of the Son of
God in the World. The (onclufion.
The Gofpel fo proved, deferves our
firmest Affent and Adberence to its
Dottrines, (arnal or piritual Lufts
hinder the belief of it. It Jets before
wa the moft powerful Motivesto love.

god:
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N2 God. We areobliged by the firomgef
m (Reafons to obey its Precepts.

He Sum of all that has been

faid, is comprifed in the Te.

ftimony that St. fobn produces to

prove that Jefus ((hrift s the Son j

God, and the Redeemer of the Worl

. ThisI will briefly open : There ar

wpily 488+ three that bear vecord in Heaven, th

' ae Father, theWord, and the Holy-Ghof

/- ..?o-f,y. and thefe three are one. /nd there
. are thiee that bear witnefSin Earth,

v G The Spirit, and the Water, and the
éfﬁﬂ"awﬂw Blood, and thefe three agrec m one.
Jtiniby p 493. || the Divinity gave teftimony of
this important Truth. Tbe Fa-

ther not only by the Miracle

wrought by his Power to confirm

the Miffion of Chrilt, but (which

is here principally intended) by

voice from Heaven: Firft at bi

Baptiftm, This is mywell-beloved Sw;;

POVAYVE VI AVIIVW

in whom Tom well pleafed.  And at
his Transhguration befote fome
of his Dilciples, a Shining Cloud,
the {ign og) the Divine Prefence,
encompaft them, and a voice came
forth of the Cloud, This s my well
beloved Son, hear him.  Upon this
glotious Voice they were ftruck
with {uch an impreffion of fear
that they fell on their faces, And
when our Saviour near his Paffion
prayed, Father glorifie thy Name, 4
voice came from Heayen, 1 have glorifi-
edit, and will glorifieit, Now can
there remain any doubt after fuch
an high atteftation from the moft
Soveraign Authority ?

The Sonalfo, befides the per-
fect holinefs of his life, the exqui-
fire Wifdom of his Doérine, the
Wonders of his Works, his Refur.
rection from the dead, that were
authentick proofs of his Celeftial

~ Perfon

KA
Chap. 5.
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Chap. s.
LV

C Yo HUAT AL L3I0 |
Perfon and Calling, after his Al
cenfion glorioufly appear’d trom
Heaven in diverfe Vifions to the
Preachers of his Gofpel. To Sa
in his Joutney to Damafcus, calling
to himm,Saul, Saul why per/ecuteft thoy
me? Ttis hard for thee to kick againf
the Pricks. This is an unexceptio-
nable teftimony that he is the Son
of God, being rifen from the dead,
and returned to Heaven from
whence he thus dilcoverd him.
felf. Now that this wasreal and
no fantaftick illufion isevidentby
the marvelous effects of it. Thole
who were companions in the
journcy were feizd with great
terror, and himfelf ftruck blind
by the overpowering fplc?n'dor of
the Apparition. But efpecially the
effects of it upon his Soul are con-
vincing, who it was that {pake t0
him.  For Sanl was by Secta Phe

Vi/ee;

| i aatbdhddiiadd 1814 21 T
rifee; that of all others moft paffio-
gion: by Temper hot and violent,
by Profeffion 2 perfecutor of the
Chriftians.  Orie. that breathed.
forth Threatning and Slaughter,
that excited the Fury of the High-
Priefts, lollicited their Cruelty. In
{hort, a fierce {pirit that envied
Nerothe title of the firft Perfecutor
of the Church: Yet this Man by
this Vifion and Voice from Hea-
ven, ofa furious Perfecutor in an
inftant became a zealous Apoftle,

‘of a Wolf became a Paftor, He

prelently exprelt his entire [ub-
miffion, Lord, what wilt thou have
me to do? There is nothing (o
hardtodo, nothing fo dreadful to
luffer, but Twill readily undertake
for thine honour, and the props-
gating thy Truth. Now from
whence camc this Change [o

M flrange

Chap. <.
nately adher’d to the Jewifh Reli- Wi%s_,
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Chap. . ftrange, {onew, in a petfon con-

LA firdinthe oppofite party 2 from

Plove by Jeaton, Cf\h:\m
of God fpoke tohim.  \ny,
Another Vifion of the Worp

whence this reﬁgnatlon of will
{o entire and pertect, {o unexped-
ed and fudden ? What gave him
courage to contradick to their faces
the High-Priefts, whole inftru.
ment he was, and declare that Je.
fus whom they called a Deceiver,
was the Son of God, and their
Judge? What animated him to
appear before Kings and Empe-
rours, to teftifie t%is dangerous
Truth? What made him with un.
parallel'd adtivity, with the mof
ardent  affections, propagate the

Gofpel, and after a thoufand peril
by SeaandLand, a thoufand dif

graces and injuries, at laft to con-

firm the Faith of Chrift with his
Blood ? It is therefore paft all
contradi®ion that he had the
greatelt affurance that the Son

of

from Heaven was to St. John,when
he was pleas'd to reveal to him the
future ftate of his Church,its Com-
bats and Victories: He then ap-
pear'd in a form expreflive of his
Majefty, Power, and Providence,
requifice for the ordering all the
great Events that fhould befal it :
And {aid, Tamthe firft and the laft,
I am be that liveth, and was dead, wid
behold, 1lkve for ever, and have the
Keys of Hell, and of Death: where-
in he appropriates to himfelf the
incommunicable titles of the Dei-
ty ; and then declaresthole twoa-
ftonifhing Miracles,that the Prince
of Life that had an Eternal Princi-
ple of it in himfelf wasdead ; and
that one who had been dead, was
alive. This Riddle the Gofpel un-
olds; The Son of God was made
- M Man,
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~\ . .
rL\h.gw Man, and by that admitable union

e allied Erernity and Time, Life and

polty Uy Jacqtii, 10y
imfelf, till a o N
cover himfelf, till aflured by the Cha,i;: g

reviving words of his favour, The _~L- Ul

Death together. As’tis a com-
mon form of {peech, that a Man
dics when the Body is depriv'd of
Lite, though the Soul be immor-
tal : So it was true,the Son of God
died when his Body was crucified,
though he was uncapable of the
leaft diminution of his Divine life.
And after three days he rofe by

the Divine Power to enjoy anlm-

mortal Life; And have the Keys of

Hill, and Death,  Theirrefiftible
force of Death all Men muft yield
to, and from the Grave there’s no
redempton by finite power, Bur
Jelus Chrift has Soveraign Autho-
rity and Power to open the Grave,
and raile the Dead to an happy
Immortality.  This glorious Ap-
pearance made St. Jobn to fall as
aead athis Feet, and could not se-

cover

Spirit alfo appear’d from Heaven
to give Teftimony concerning the
divine Perfon and Office of Chrift:
Firft, by defcending as a Dove on
him when he was baptiled. This
was the completion of the Pro-
pheey ; The Spirit of the Lord is up-
mme, FHe has anomted me to preach
the Gospel to the Poor, to publifh Dels:
veranceto the (aptives. And in the
fecond of the At the Spirit de-
{cended in the form of Fiery
Tongues upon the Apoftles, to
qualifie them for preaching the
Golpel to the World: And 'tis
worthy of -obfervation, that the
Apoftles were before this very de-
fective in Wildom and Courage,
{othat their Divine Mafter,though
Goodnelsit felf, yet tax'd them fort
their fupidity, and in his Suffer-

M 3 Ings
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‘more clearand valuat
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a;'g”;‘ ings they all forfook him. But af.
LAV

ter the effufion of the Spirit upoh
them, they were endowed with
that admirable Wifdom and Re.
folution, that nothing could gain-
{ay and overcome. They prelen.
ly [pake in various Languages the
things concerning Fefus Chrift, that
the World was aftonifh'd, and ma-
ny converted by this Teftimony
from God, for the honour of our
Saviour, and others confounded in
their obftinacy. Now fince this
miraculous delcent of the Spiri
was to ratify the Promife that he
made to them, If 1 g0 away, Twil
)ﬁmd t0 you another Comﬁorter: What

le Teftimo-
ny can we have that Jefus Chrift
is the Saviour of the World? If
Infidelity fhould reply, 1f we had
heard thefe Voices, and feen thofe
glorious Vifons, we fhould be
: co IT*

- PeNRU VY ALV

Vo /

e NN
convinc'd 5 but what affurance Chap, s.
have we there is no deceit in thele L~y

Relations? Ianfwer, There never
was clearer Grounds of the belief
of any thing done withour the
compals of our own fenfes, than
of what the Apoftles teflify,as hath
been evidencly proved before, And
certainly as thole who fawand
heard thofe things , were by the
Divine Characers in the external
Objedts, and by their efficacy on
their Spirits, fully per(waded they
were not deceived ; {o we have as
ftrong proofs that they did not de-
ceive us in theit Reports.

I {hall briefty confider the other
Teftimonies.  And there are Three
that bear witnefS in Earth, the Spirit,
and the Water, and the Blood; and
thefe Three agree imone.  The Spirit
is to be confidered in two different
mannets in the Teftimonics attri-

- v:,». 154, | M4_

;. ?u}. Y.a., d;
0.9

. FBundy,

f)uﬁ/. 3,

~ buted
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a;a/ I;J; buted to him, either in refpedt of

L~ thole Repreflentations. by 2 Dove

poned Uy Wmeaton, 169
clare the Prefence and Power of T

the Spirit than his ordinary Graces, Ch3P° 5

and Fiery Tongues, or in refpect
of his Vertues and Influences com-
municated to the Chriftian Church:
The firft was his Teltimony from
Heaven, The fecond his Tefti-
mony ori Earth. And thefe were
his Extraordinary Gifts, fo liberal.

ly difpens'd ac the firft preaching

of the Gofpel : To one. was given by
the Spirtt the Wordof Wifdom, to an-
otber the Ward of Knowledge, to ans-
ther Faith; that is, extraordinary
conbidence in the DivinePower,
for the producing Miraculous Ef-
tecls ; to austher the Gift of Healng,
to another the working of Miracles, to
anotler Frophecy, to anather Difeern.
g of Spirits, to another divers kinds
of Tongnes, to ansther the Titerpreta-
tion of Tangues. Wow becaufe thefe
Qperations mare eminently de-
| o dare

they are called by that name, For
underftanding the fecond Witnefs,

the Water, two ;thfiﬂgs are Obfer; |

yable: — op
1, That in the Rituals of /s,
Jes's frequent Wathings, were en-
joyned, tor. the puritying of the

Jews from Legal Pollutions cope

racted by them.  And as: thofe
Corparal Stains were Refemblan-
ces of the yitipus habits of, the
mind ; {o theclcanﬁng by Water
was typical of {anditying: Grace
that purifies the heart.  And for

‘‘‘‘‘

this Realon under the New Cove-

pant;to -reprelent the fanctificati-

on of. Chriffians by an outward
fign, Baptilm in Warer was ap-
pointed. SR
2. The Apoftle fohn in the Nar-
sative of the Sufferings of Chrift,

cellsx
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tells us that a Souldier pierced i
Side with a Spear, fo that Blood.and
Water came ont, "This is not tecited
by S.John metely as a circumftance
oz the Hiftory,or a5 a certain proof
of his Death, buc the following
words [ He that [aw this, tefifies i,
and bis Teftimony is worthy of belef,
and be knows that be [ays true, that you
hay believe ] declare it to be of

| fingular confequence. And 2c.

cordingly he fays, that owr Saviow
came byglz’ater ar):d Blood, with re:
{pect tothat which was done at i
Crucifixion, which was fo ordered
by Divine Wifdom for high ends:
that is, the Water iffuing ouc of his
Side, was a fit Emblem of tha

. Sané‘tifying Grace that is given t0

all that have Communion with
him in his Death. :
1. For the Teftimony of the

Blood, s allo to be obferved,
that

PN Up b0, 1y
that by the Mofaic Inflicution daily mﬁ
Sactifices were offered up, and 2 Lonny)
moft folemn one, by the High.
Prieft in the day of Atonement,
to expiate the guil of Ceremonial
Uncleannefs, and to reftore thofe
who for that were excluded from
external Communion with God
in the Sanctuary. Now s that le-
ool guile arifing from thofe out- -
ward pollutions, and the feparati-
onof thofe who were o polluted,
from the Service of God, was  re.
prefentation of the Moral Guilt
and Punithment that follows the
vitious habits and actions of Men
{o the thedding the Blood of the
Sacrifice and Offering , was typi-
cal of the true Propitiation that
was to be made by the Blood of
Chrift. And chisis peculiarly re-
matk'd by the Apoftle, that Tefus
came mt only by Watet, but by Water

. | and
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and Blood ; and tis the Spirit tngt to-
ifies of it and the-Spirit is the Trut)
/Bféf W/l:iC},l we muft underftand
fomething diftinét from the for.
met, i¢. that the flowing of hi
Blood fignified the reconciling ef-
ficacy of his Death, by fatistying
Divine Juftice, and confequently
the remiffion of Sins given to thole
who believe in him.  Now brief
ly, to thew the force of their con.
fpiring Teftimony that Jelus i
the Son of Godand our Redee:
mer, Thefethingsmay becon-
fidered abfolutely in themfelves,
ot as the accomplifhment of the
Prophecies concerning the Meff
ah. In the laft refpect theyak
ford usa great affurance of chi
Truth. For all was exprefly fore-
told, And it [ball come to pafs in the
laft days, faith God, Twill posr ot of my
Spirie uponall Flefh, and yonr Sons and
ot

' Cabbhdhd Saitbiiadind
your Daughers fhallprophefie, and
Jour young ﬂ/fen ﬂ?dll fee Vz/zom y and
your old Men [ball dream Dreams : And
on my Servants and Hand-Maidens T
will pour out in thofe dayes of my Spirit,
mdthey [hall prophefie. This pro-

mife was univerfally acknowledg.

ed to refer to the coming of the
Meffiah, For that of Water, (that
is, San&ification ) not only the
walhing under the Law wete fi-
gures o% it, -but “twas allo clearly
prophefied of in many places, and
moft exprelly in Ezekiel, I will
[prinkle clean Water uponyon, and ye
[hall be clean ; from all your filthinef§
will I cleanfeyon. A new Heart alfo
will I giveyou, and a new Spirit willI
put within you, and Lwill put my Spirit

within you, and caufe you towalk in

my Statutes. And for the third Te-
ftimony, befides that the typical
Blood of the Meffish randown

from

1)
A
Chg'p, §«
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fromall the Sacrifices, it was alfo
wonforetold exprelly by Efaiah what

his Sufferings fhould be, and the
‘Benefits accruing from them.
Now if we compare the Oracle
with the event, who can jultly
doubt that the Meffiah is come?
But if we confider the things them.
felvesthey afford an uncontroula-
ble Teftimony of Chrift’s Divine
Miffion. Compare the Primitive
Church either with the Jews or
the Gentiles, and f{ee the difference
between them. The Spirit that
was communicated buc as it were
ina few drops to the Jews, after
the Afcenfion of Chritt fell ina
main fhowr upon the Chiiftian
Church, igriching them with {u-
pernataral gifts : lome favoured
with Revelations of Sublime
Truths, above the difcovery of the

human Underftanding; fome fore-

telling

PIVBILU DY ALalui,
telling things to come that were

17§
Chap, 4,

beyond the difcovery of the moft _~)

fharp fighted Reafon;fome fpeak-
ing diverfe Languages wherein
they had never been inftructed
fome having fuch an extraordina.
ty Faithin the Divine Power and

Goodnefs, that innumerable Mira-

cles were done by them in the name
of Chrift. If we {ook into the ftate
of the Gentiles, how thick and pro.
digious was the darknefs that over.
fpread that Chaos of Impiety 2 In
the Roman Empire, that comnpriz’d
the flower of Wit and Learning,
what foolifh and extravagant opi.

nions of the Deity were comonly

received ! What Idolatries, what
Impurities, what Abominations
wete freely practiled > But by the
preaching of the Gofpel how cleat.
ly were the minds of Men inftru.
ed in the true Knowledg of God:

od
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And what 2 change was fmade in
their Lives * The World that was
a5 2 barren Defare, was {uddenly
chang'd ino a Paradife, fruittul in
-~ all good works. Innocence, Humi-
lity;Purity, Juftice, Charity, Love
to God, Refignation to his Will,
were eminently vifible in all Na-
tions, and all {orts of perfons tha
were converted to the Faith-of
Chritt, Now who caufed fuch
marvellous and holy Revolutiop
in the Wosld but God 2 What lefs
than 2 Divine Power could raile
Men above Senfe, and make them
yicorious over the Lufts of cor:
rupt Nature, fortified by Cuftom,
a fecond Nature 2 s it concetva-
ble', fuppofing the Doctrine of
Chrift were not from Heaven,that
it fhould produce fuch admirable
Fffects? Andisit conceivable that
God would adorn with all s

Graces

padiod VY edion,

Graces the Image of his own Ex.
cellency, his moft precious Bene-
fis , thofe who did not honour
him according to his Will ; Can
there be found fuch aftonifhing
Contrarieties joyn'd together, 3
the m(?f’c iméaious Errour and De.
pravation of the Mind, with the
greatelt Purity and Reitude of
the Will and Affe@ions? For if
Jelus Chrift were not the Son of
God, thofe who worthipd him
were 1n a mottal Delufion,

The third Teftimony the Apo-
tle produces is the Blood: that i
Peace with God and Confcience,
the blefled Fruit of Juftification b); |
Faith in Chrift. The Heathen
World was in a dak State of
fears, ot {lept fecurely in the fha.

dowof Death.  Some were in 2

Hetic Trembling , continually -
haunted with the Apparition o}E
N thei

Chap. 5.
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?™ their Sins, as {o many Infernal
Furies: Others, though guilty of
moft fearful crimes, were fecure
from ftupid Atheifme : Others
wete quiet, from a prefumption
cherifh’d by Opinions unworthy
of God, asif he would neglect
hisown Gloty to {hew Mercy to
them. Now the Gofpel to con-
quer the fears of fenfible afflicted
Sinners, and to eftablifh a lively
hope in God's Mercy, propounds
a Means of Univer(al Sovereign
Efficacy to reconcile him to us:
The moft precious Blood of the
Son of God offer’d up as a Sacrifice
to expiate Sin.  This [prinkles al
Nations,and in all Ages to the end

of the World will be of undecay-

ing Vertwe. This appeas'd all che |

unquiet Agitations of the Spitits
of Believers, and produc'd the

Peace that pafles underftanding,
, A

puurd Uy ed it

179

2 Joy unfpeakable and glorioustya~7

This delivered them from the fear
of Death, under which the World
was fo long in bondage.  Andit
is worthy the oblerving, that no
Principles of Nature ever pro-
duc’d fuch a generous Contempr
of Death, asthe Chriftian Religi.
ondid in the Profeffors of it, The
Alexanders, Scipin’s, and (Cefars had
trembled at the fight of thefe Sa-
vage Beafts that were let loofe up-
on the Martyss, at the preparati-
ons of Cruelty to torment them.
Whereas they regarded them wich
tanquillicy ; nay with Joy, as the
matter of their Triumph. This
was true Valour indeed, for the
Confeffion of the moft important
Truch, and {uperiour to the Cou.
rage of thole who were called Ful-
mina Belli, the moft Renowned
Souldiers. - For in a Bartel by
N2 Mar-

'Chap, s,
e’
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W arcial Sounds, by Violent Mo-

LAV tions the Spirits ase fired, and Men

{carce feel their Wounds, and are
inconfiderate of their danger. But
the Martyrs had hothing to heigh-
ten their Courage , bue in cool
blood deliberately and without
alteration encounter’d that terri.
ble Enemy. Befides, Souldiers in

- the fharpeflt Confliéts have fome

hopes of Victory, orelle of afud-
den and honourable Death, it
cita Mors, aut Vicboria leta.  And

_ he that rufheth into perils witha

(ccming bravery , when there is
hopes of efcaping, has not refo
lution to look Death in the face

when ‘tisinevitable. There is an

eminent inftance of this in a fa-
mous Captain of Jate memory,the
Duke Biron: none was more bold
in fight ; but when he was to re-
ceive the Sentence of Death for

his

probed by Reafon,

his Crimes, none more diforder’d 8‘

by fear : fometimes he was in a_~.-

rage againft his Judges, and after
his paflton was evaporated, fell in-
to the other extremity, uamanly
crys, complaints, and lowfubmiz
fions to-obtain favour, But the
more than Heroick Conftancy of
the Martyrs contemned Death in
its neareft approaches, and moft
fearful pomp. Chriftian Religion
has often transform’'d the moft
tender Women and Children into
Men,or rather intoAngels,making
them {uffer with joy, that which
our Nature cannot {ee “without
horrour, It changed as it were
Flefh and Blood into 2 Celeftial
(ubftance, infenfible of Bire and
Sword, and the moft cruel Vio-
lences, -
Now this unfhaken Refolution
inChriftians encountring the laft

N3 Enemy
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Chap. 5. Enemy, was from the lively {enfe
LA~ of Godss favour reconciled by the

probed by waeaton, 183

brought Celeftial Light, Purity, W
and Peace into the World, it is an Loy

moft pute and precious Blood of
his Son, and the hopes of ever-
lafting happinefs in his prefence.
Toconclude this Argument, s
to be obferved there is no proof
more proper that Jefus Chift is
the Redeemer of the World, than
the joynt teftimony of the Spiri,
Water and Blood : For whereas Sin
was the only caule of our Ruine,
the Office of our Saviour is to
repair that Ruine, and confequent-
ly he that eftectually does it, is to
be acknowledged, believed, and
unbraced as our Saviour, Now
the worlt eflecks of Sin are the ig-
norance of the Mind, the deprava-
tion of the Affetions, and the tet-
tors of Confcience from the ap-
prehenfions of Vengeance, There-
fore fince the Gofpel of Chrift has
| | brought

infallible proof that He s the Re-
deemer of it.  The Sun that vifits
the World with its refrefhing -
beams, has no clearer marks of the
Divine Wifdom in making it, and .
ordering its motions, than the Spi-
ritual Light of the Gofpel that i-
radiates the minds of Men, before
in deep darknefs. The riches of
the Earth in variety of Fruitsis not
a more convincing Argument of
the Divine Goodnefs, than to fee
the Souls of Men that before were
as dead earth, under the curfe of
Heaven, to abound in all the fruits
of Righteoulnefs. The feparating
the Sea from the Land, and fetting
bounds to its impetuous Waves, 15
not a greater effect of God’s Pow-
er . than the calming the tempefts
of an unquict Conlcience, and e-

N 4 ftablifhing
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P {tablithing Tmnquillity in it. And

Chap. 5. thele Bleflings we entirely owe to

p:00ed by Reafon, 185 ’
Word, but Power, in Supernatural At
Operations. - But the vein of Mi- L pabed"
perations. - But the vein o Ml-\,(;av\_J

. Jelus Chrift, in whofe Name they

are obtain’d, by whofe Spirit they

are conferr’d, and for whole Glory
they are defign’d.

Now what more is requifice to
afford us fatisfation that JEsu's
CHRr1sT came from God, and
revealed his Will in order to our
happinefs?  Canitbe reafonably
expected that new Miracles {hould
be wrought to fatisfy every Scep-
tick that is fill unfatisfied > Tn:
deed the fountain of them is not
dried up, the Power of God is not
weaken'd, nor his Mercy leffen-
ed, bue in extraordinary Cafes,
when the Golpel is firft preach’d
to-a Nation, itmay be expected
that to convert them from Genti-
lilm to the Chriftian Faith he will
make himfelf known not only by
' Word,

racles is not {till current in the
Church, there being (ufficient mo-
tives of Belief for the conviction
of all that are not obftinare wich-
out the performing new. Muft the
Son of God prefent himfelf ta all
Men in a vifible Gloty  Ormuft
his Divine Father give anothey
Majeftick Teftimony from Hea-
ven concerning him ? If we have
not fuch fenfible Evidence, we
have as fure: The accomplifh-

' ment of Scripture-Prophecies is 2
permanent Miracle,a more certain

proof to us than that Oracular Re-
velation. For God fpake but once
in thar Voice, but he {peaks by
the Prophets to the end of Time,
That was more aftonifhing , but
lefs inftructive to usthan Prophe-

"

and

cles, that are continually unfolded: -




186 Chittian Religion

rAN .

' and verified by Events.

ng\% Before I finifh this Argument,
I will briefly confider what is ob-
jected againft fome Doctrines of

Divine Incarnation, the Mean ftate
and Sufferings of the Son of God
in the World. Thefe Points have
been oppofed by the Fews, and o-
cher Infidels, as mere Impoffibili
ties, dire@tly contrary to the Res-

fon of Mankind. |

To this I anfwer ; Wemuft di

v f’(’&”f ftingifh between what is incom-
v Suif, prehenfible to Humane Reafon,

ﬁ f ;3% and whatis repugnant to it; be
{ ~ tween the things which Reafon
VP ano perfetly underftand how
b ings whic

v ,Cﬂ“‘  they can be, and the thmgsw ic
Fow MZ, it perfectly underftands that they
2k p.3)- caniot be. Natural Light may
’ M not be able to difcover the being
T offome things, and the mannel;rqf
their

the Gofpel, iz, The Trinity,the

proed by Reafon, 187

their exiftence, which really 'are.lmw
But what it fees to involve 1 con-'\:m&\sj
tradiction,, is abfolutely impolfi-
ble. Now there s no Pointin the
whole complexion of the Chyifti-
an Faith thatis repugnant to Rea-
lon. The unity and fupreme equa-
lity of theTKree Perfons in ‘the
Godhead tranfcends our concep-
tion, but Reafon cannot proveit
to be impoffible. For.the Effence
of God is not of the fame condi.
tion with created Subftances ; fo
that although in the whole com-
pals of the Creatures there is no
like inftance, but one Nature s al.
ways joyn'd with one Subfiftence,
yet itdoes not follow that the D
vine Nature may not fubfit in
Three Perfons. "All the difficuley
that is pretended to be invincible
}s_this; That the manner of it is
incomprehenflible, And ’tis ne.
cellarily
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W ceffarily fo ; for tis impoffible that
L~ What is Infinite fhould be compre.

hended by a finite mind,

The Incarnation of the Son of
God, wherein the Effence of Chri-
Pianity confufts, s not contrary to

Reafon. Indeed tis impoffible tha:

~ the Divine Nature {hould be {ub-
ftandially chang’d into the humane

- Nature, and God ceafe to be God
in becoming Man, but the Union
of the Deity to the humane Na-
ture is not impoffible. For what
repugnanice is there, either in re

. Ipec of God, or the Creature? s
Aug.Epilts
Volus,

Do Deii- Goodnefs {hould communicate 1t

Z,l,iﬁ’;if ;{,ﬁ’ (elf in the ftricteft degree of union

reamur iine- 10 the Reafonable Creature, ot is
»’f(f?’ﬂf:""l”’:g’;i_ the Redlonable Creature incaps-
s wbis - ble to receive the higheft Favour?
tarari foll, This s 2 great Myltery ; but ‘the
j’iaf;ie"m Divine Omnipotence is not tobg
limite

it impoffible that the Supreme

pieled oy meaton, 139

limited by our narrow thoughts. op >

"Tis moft realonable to believe Lanny

that God can do, what we cannot |

dilcover how it s performed. | Se- gyume .

neca prudently oblerves that extra- guam by

ordinary effects in Nature are un. “/2m 2
» . qmanamram

accountable to us, asto their im- oot 1z

mediate proper Caules, whilft we tie ampre-

only confider the ufual Principles c;zz;% e

by which it works, Nay, in the guid ila fo-

moft common works of Nature {14

how many things are fo percep- ﬁceri:.N%r

tible to Senfe that none is fo ftu. Quatlibs,

pid as to deny them, yet imper-

ceptible to Reafon as to the man.

ner of their production? Who un-

derftands the admirable conjundti-

on of the Soul and Body.in Man?

how two Metals of (o precious and

{o bafe alloy, Gold and Lead,

Spirit and Matter, the one celeftial

the other earthly, fhould fo ftri&t-

ly combine, and notwithftandinﬁ

fuc
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Zfuch diverfity in their natures and
Chap. 5. M .
Lo~V propetties, imbrace with fuch con.

proved by BRealon, 91 ﬂ
tue. “Tis injurious to his Ho- aj\n
nour to require any other proof of M

cord in their inclinations 2 Now
if the fharpeft Eye, fixe withthe
greatelt attention, cannot difcern
the mannet of this Nacural Union
when the thing is above all doub,
~ can there be any pretence to dif-
believe Supernatural Myfteries be-
caufe we are not able to compre-
hend how they areeffected ?

3. There being infallible proofs
that Jefos Chrile was fent from
God to make known his compal-
fionate Counfels for the Salvation
of Man, the confequence is clear
and neceflary, that the Doctrines
of his Gofpel ate to be receiv'd,
though never fo incomprehenf-
ble to the natural underftanding:
There is no Demonftration mote
fure than the Principle of Faith,

God has declar’d fo, therefore ts
true,

his Word than his Word, *Tis in-
comparably more certain that God
cannot deceive us, than that our
Underftandings ate not deceived,
Now what is the main fubjet of
the Gofpel ? It inftrués us that the
Ward was God, and the Word sas made
Flefp. Can there be a more plain
Declaration who Jefus Chrift i,
that we may conceive aright of his
Natures, bis Virtues, his Preroga-
tives and Merits 2 It is not poﬂi‘
ble without violence to interpret
the words otherwife than they
plainly fignifie, that a Divine Be.
ing aflum’d the Humane Nature
and was God-Man,  This was il
lodeclar'd by Jefus Chrift, For-
when the Fews, {uppofing him'to
be ameer Man, taxt him for the
violation of the Sabbath, in his do-

mg
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PN ino 3 miraculous Cure on that day:
mhegreplied to theit exception, ]\)/}y

Father works- hitherto, and I work :
that s, as Godis not {ubject to the
Taw of the Sabbath, but uninter-
ruptedly does the Works of his
merciful Providence ; {o hisSon
work in all times without limita-
tion. This expreffion the Jews tru-
ly underftood to import no lefs
than an equality with God, 2 Son
being of the fame Narure wich hi
Father, and therefore charg’d him
with Blafphemy. Our Saviour al-
lows their Interpretation, but vin-
dicates it from Impiety by a fur
ther declaring his Comunton with
God in his Will and Power, that
he perform’d Divine Works; that
he might receive the fame Divine Ho
nour a5 the Father had.  And fhall
we not believe this Teftimony that
Fefus (hrift gives of himfelf > Did
f

o

PO Y pliOll - 193
not the* W o.r o underftand che N
meaning of his own Expreffions Chap. )
could Truth deceive? was it pof:# 44 fine
fible for Wifdom to f; peak iinpfo- gud verbun
perly? Was Power defective and”. 2"/
unable o declate wha it would gt/
have us to niderftand? How tn- o verih
reaquable is it thet to obje&t how o0 it ?
canithis be 2 What prideis it to te- ¢ 94 Japi-
bel againft the Divine Revelation ’ji)i:lzf 'leﬂ’ i
what obftinacy to remain un(ais- Ky
ﬁed?unlf;fs we dilcover how termis * %% o,
lo dlﬁgnt_ in themlelves; the hi h;%,;z Z;
cft Being, G 0D, and the loweft 11 ¢
in the Sphere »qf'. Ratforial Beings, ?Z’felf’gf .z?je”ft
Man,fhould be {o ftri&ly unired > Hilar.1ib. &
How they fhould be fo 1ntimate- de Tiinit
ly joyn'd without confuion of
Natures inone Per(on; that *tis
truly faid, God was huribled ¢
th; form of aServant; and Man is
13isd to the righthand of God;
Here tis our duty t0 fﬁbje&; Gt

0 noblet
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Qﬁw nobleft faculty the Underftanding
W\%J to Divine Revelation. In the Do.
Grines of Faith aswell as in the
difpofures of Providence, “tis [uff-
cient to check prefumptuous Cu-
riofity, that God is the Author.

I {hall add one Confideration
mote 1f Fefus Chrift was not what
he declar'd himlelf to be, the Son
of God, he was a moft Impious
Man. For ’tis Impiety in the fu.
preme degree, for any in the pure
order of Creatures to affume Di-
vine Honour : But the quality of
his Doétrine, and fanctity of his
J2%- Life, infinitly clear him from fuch

avile Charge. For is it concerv
F ble that a Perfon guilty of the
highefe even Sactilegions Pride
fhould be an Inftruéer of the mof
perfect Humility to the World?
"Tis the {pecial Charader of hi

Religion that diftinguifhes it from

*phedears bo
g‘[»oﬂfwg/a)o

%

al

a00ed by Wealon,

all other Inftitutions, that it pre;
ferves the Divine Glory entirefg
that it makes the profoundeft im- ‘
preffions irt the hearts of Men of

their meannefs and vanity, and in-

{pires them with an humble fenfe

of theit infinic diftance from God.

And for the holinefs of his Life, I

hall produce a Teftimony that

can be liable to no exception ; tis

of Porphiry a Platonic Philofopher,

who excelled as in Learning and
Eloquence, o in Maligpnity, the
moft furious Enemies of Chriftia-
ity s yet he was by ireefiftible cvi-
dence compell’d to acknowledge,

That Tefus Chrifk was a moft pious and 37 nden,

Excelient Perfom, and that after hiz % 5 ¥euy

Death he afcendedinto Heaven, And ~f##

is it credible that the fame Perfon,
whole Lite was a glorious Exam.
Fﬁe of Holinefs and Righteoufnefs,
ould be guilty of the moft tran-
02 {cendent

|
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E?;u; (cendent Wickednefs? "Tis not
D ibiofble for an unprejudic’d mind

Yoo entertain {uch a fufpicion. |

4. That the Son of God was |

hete belowin a mean {tate, that
he was expos'd to the moft cruel
and ignominious death, if we con-
fider the great end of his conde-
{cending goodnefs, it will appear
to be moft worthy of him; and
that there is no contradiction in
the things themlelves, but in the
perverfeminds of Infidels: For,
Firft, He was to redeem the
World not in the way of Majefty,
but by humble Obedience, and
Sufferings.  Thus it was ordered

by Divine Wildom for the honour

of God’s Attributes and Govern-
ment,  Now if he had appear'd
in fenfible Glory, the defign of his
coming had been fruftrated : who

would have dared to condemn
| him

p0bed by Reafon, 1197
him to the infamous death of the g\ﬁ:ﬁ

Crofs 2 who would have fhed hi% ~~

Blood, the price of our Redemp-
tion? And tis very obfervable
that our Saviour made no ufe of
his Supernatural Power, when the
doing 2 Miracle before Herod
would have ftruck him with the
reverence of him as a Divine Man,
and might have prelerved him
from Death. Nay, when the glic-
tering Hoft of Heaven, all the Ot-
dets of Angels were in Arms ready
upon his leaft Call to have come
{wifter chan Lighning for his rel-
cue, yet he meekly yeelded him-
felf up a bloody Sacrifice to God,
and an ignominious Spectacle to
Men. For thus it became him to
fulfil all Righteoufnels,
Secondly ; Another great End

~of his Coming was to found a
Spiritual Erernal Kingdom ; He

03 was

i’

|




198 Chifiian Religion

/

AN :
Chan, <. was conflituted a new Adam, tore-
Lo~ generate Men to an holy blefled
Life, that were condemned in the
furft Adom to Death and Mifery,
Therefote his Life was a conti
nual exercife of Selt-denyal, a pat
tern of Innocence and Patience,
of doing good and fuffering evil
Thus he convinces us that nothing
is valuable in God’s account but
Holinefs. Thus by his own Ex-
ample he inftrucks us in the divine
Philofophy, to defpile the good
and evil things here, 1n order to
our cverlafting happinels, Hea
fcended toHeaven by the way of
fufferings, and calls us to follow
him, The fruic of Bleflednefs is
ingrafted on the thorns of Pover-
ty and Perfecution for his Name-
fake. The Laws of his Kingdom
are infcribed on the Body of his
Crols, and muft be copyed in the
Hearts

pr0bed by Realon, 199

Hearts of his Subjects.  And for EE:EJ;
this Reafon when the Apoftles, Lo~y
(who after his Refurrection had
{ome reliques of their carnal con-
ceit, that the Kingdom of GO D
(hould come with oblervation for
its external fplendor ) -ask’d him,
Lord, wilt thow at this time refore the gk 106
Kingdom of Ifrael ¢ to naile their
Thoughts and Affetions above,
Earthly things, he anfwered, The
Hholy-Ghost fhall come upon yot, and ye
Jhall be Witneffes of me, both in Jexu-
(lem, andin Judea, and in Sama-
tia, and unto the umof}t ends of the
Earth, Their preaching his Life
and Death fhould be attended
with the power of the Spirit, to
difpenfe a vigorous Influence into
the hearts of Men for his Imicati- h{gw
on. And certainly his Example
is of admitable ufe and profit. For
thus he fweetens and makes ho-

O4  nourable
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aﬁ nourable thofe Vertues, the exer- § of Perfect Love? To do gteater a;ﬁ

~cile of which were very difficul:

.
g i

things for his Enemies, than Men

and unpleafing either in refpec
of their quality, being contrary to
flefhly lults, oras they expole to
Contempt in the opinion of the
World. Forwho can refufe, or be
alham'd ‘to pradile the molt fe-
vere Self-denyal, when in that he
is made a Copy of {o Divine an

Original as the Son of God ? Now

confiderinng what an influence his
Afli¢ed f{atp has to Frocu're Erter-
nal Happinefs fo; fal

to prepare Man for 1..5':' was itun-
becomfing him to defeond thus
low: Is-it unbecoming tha,” God
lovesas God > that as infinite W,
dom and Power appear'd-in the
Creation, fo Infinite Mercy ap-
pears in our Redemption ? - What
18 moie Divine thag infinitely to
exceed all the Tdeas we- can frame

T

en Man, and

are willing to do for their deareft
Friends 2 ‘and where Sin abounds
that Grace {uperabounds ? - Thus
the Eye of Realon clear’d by Re-
velation, fees that the voluntary
Humiliation of the Son of God
tor a timeis o far from diminifh-
ing, that it exalts his Majefty, This
is the grear Argurhent-and Motive
of theAdoration and {olema Praife
that RealonableCreatures fhall for,
ever pay unto hith , whetein his
derivative Glory confifts,

From what has been difcours'd
we may fee the juft grounds of
our firm Affent and perfect Adhe-
rence fo the Doctrine of the Go-
fpel. - There dre niot only fuffici-
ent but abundant Motives to in-
duce our belief, o thatitis anex-
G o treme
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Chap. 5. treme Wonder that any to whom
oot is revealed, fhould not fee the

p2obed by Reafon, 103

rupt habits. * For the carnal heartw

either wholly turns the mind from Loy

Truth fo illuftrioufly vifible. The
only account of (uch Infidelity is
given by the Apoftle: The God of
this World hath blinded the eyes of them
which believe not, left the Light of the
gloriows Gofpel of Chrift, who 15 the
Tmage of God, [hosld [hine pon. them,
The love of {ome Luft flefhly ot
fpiritual, render Men avetfe from
receiving it.  The Myfteties of
Godlinels ate not confin'd to the
(peculativemind, but are for mo-

" al ends,to regulate our lives.From

hence it isthat the cordial belief of
them very much depends on the
temper and difpofition of the Soul,
The fincere humble Enquirer has
an eminent advantage in the dif
covery of the truch and (piritual
excellencies of the Gofpel, above

thofe who ate ovetr-rul'd by cor-
rupt

thinking on thofe moft {acred and -

concerning objects, or weakens its
incention that it does not rioufly
and duly confider them. Men will
{’cgdlouﬂy apply them(elves to fe-
cular Arts, and can difcern the
truth of abftrufe Mathematical
Theorems, that are not diftaftful to
their evil affections ; yet though
the Principles-of Chriftian Faith
are as unqueftionable as the clear-
eft Propofitions in Geometry, they
will not ponder thofe things chat
may convince and perfwade them
to believe what is directly oppo-
fite to their Lufts, - Befides, as
corrupt humotis vitiate the palate
and make what is pleafant bittel,‘

tothe tafte ; o vicious defires dar-

kgn and deprave the mind, and in-
clme It 0 judge of Do&rines to
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be true or falfe as they are favour.
able or difageeing tothem. Car.
nal pexfons fortify every Objecti-
on that may render the Myfteries
of Godlinefs unlikely and incredi.
ble, and will be partial for Senfu
ality, Of this we have a great
inftance in the firft rejection of the
Gofpel. The Jews expected the
Meffiab would come with pom-
pous Wonders, and external Mag-
nificence ; that he would deliver
them from the Roman Yoke, and
found an Univerfal Monarchy for
them, and according to thofe car-
nal fancies they would underftand
the Promiles concerning him.
Now though JEsusCHR1sT
approved him(elf to be the Son of
God, the true Meffiah, by the San-
ity of his Life, the Rectitude of
his Dorine, and the Divinity of
his Miracles, yet for the povertzl’
an

p200ed by Realon,
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and meannefs of his Condition, "

being without any fenfible fhew
of Greatnels and Glory, they de-
(pifed him as moft unworthy that
Divine Relation and Office. Tho
in him all the Charadets of the
Mefsiah were confpicuous, and the
Scriptures declare exprefly, that the
MefJuah the Prince fhould be cut off, but
not for bimfelf, but to make reconcilia-
tion for Tniquity, and to bring in ever.
lafting Righteonfnef§: yet they were
{0 prepofleft with the Ideas of a
Terrene Felicity, that they would
interpret all the Scriptures by
that meafure, as if the Meffidh
fhould come into the World to re-

pair no other ruines but of their

Chap. 5.

Temporal State and Liberty:

Therefore they {pake of him with
fcornful titles ; as for this Fellow we
know ot from whence e is: And,
is ot this the (arpenter ? Shall the

glotious
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glorious Pro hecies of the MefSiah
be accomplifh’d in him? Shafl Je
have Dominion from Sea to Sea, and

vom the River to the ends of the

Earth 2 Shall all Kings bow down be-

forebim, and all Nations ferve bim?
There was nothing to fatisfie their
fight in his outward appearance
and Retinue, and his Miraculous
Condefcention, fo much below
theit expectations,was mote pow-
etful to harden them in unbelief,
than all his {upernatural Operati
ons to induce them to believe in
him.  And as the Jews from their
affection to Secular things, were
enemies to the Golpel ; fo the
Heathen Philofophers from Spiri-
twal Pride; for they vainly affected
the praife of Knowledge and Ver-
tue, as the fruit of theit own mind,
and the produ of their own will

They did not confider God as the,

Foun-

p20bed by Reafon,
Fountain of Truth; and whether
the Ray of his Knowledg ‘comes
dire@lyand immediately intous,
ot by reflection from others, the
glory of it is entirely due to him,
Befides, the great Myfberies of God-
lineffnot being fuitable to their firft
Opinions, were rejected with dif-
dan as foolifh Impofhibilities, And
inevery Agefince,even in the pale
of the Church, there are fome fe-
cret Infidels that efteem the Go-
{pel a Fable, and fome who pe-
remtorily deny the fundamental
Articles of Chriftianity. Thofe
who are {laves to their eyes and ap-
petites will raile Clouds to oE
{cure that Truth that forbids their
dear Lufts upon pain of Damna-
tion. The pretended difficulty of
Belic, is but a thin tran{parent pre-
tence, the difficulty of Practice is
the true caufe of their rejecting the

-

Gofpel. .

207
Chap. 5.
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P Gofpel. They would not have the

Ch’a”p; 5’, Precepts of it to betheir duty, and

pobied by Bealor, 209 |
all doubt ; for they willingly fa- W -
crificed all that is valuable and oy

thexfote areunwilling to acknow-
ledg the Dodtrines o?it to be true,
Anid thofe who fet up a Tribunal
in theit own Underftandings to
which Divine Revelation muft
fubmit, will not believe what is
above their prefumptuous Reafon.
But that the Soul exempt from
paffions:and prejudice hasno juft
temptation to disbeleive the Chri-
ftian Dodtrine, is evident ; in that
fo many Perfons in whom the
concurrence of. Wifdom and Vet-
tue was equally flourifhing and
excellent, after the moft exadk dil
cuffion, imbrac'd it as the Heaven-
ly Truth. If there were fallenels
‘in its Principles, or weaknefs in s
Proof, how could it fcape their
difcovery? And that they were
fincere in their belief is above

al

dear in this life for the profeffior |
of it. Now was it ever known
that any petfon would knowingly

choole an Errour {o deftructive?

The Wil feduc’d by Senfe imbra-

ces fometimes that that is con:

demn’d by Reafon,but it never ad-

heres to thofe things that are con

trary both to Reafon and Senfe.By

this it appears that [nfideliy has no

jut plea fiom the infufficiency of
the proofs fhe Chriftian Religion,

which have fully fatisfied the wi:

feft, the mioft confiderate, and fin-

cere partof Mankind. A corrupt

Heartis the {pring and principle of

the illufions of the mind in things

that concern Salvation, -

2. The Golpel propounds to
us the moft proper and powerful
motives of love to God; In'the vi-

P fible
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Chre . fiblé World there is 2 Reprefen- -
j\f}‘\ﬁ tation fo confpicuous and full of

piobed by RWealon,  an ‘
s the fole ffect of Wife,Almigh- o>~
ty, Holy, Tender Love.  Mercy m’i\L

his Divine Majefty,Power & Wif.
dom that form’d and regulates all
things, that ‘tis not poffible but the
attentive regarding of it,will make
impreffions of reverence and fear,
will raife our efteem and admira-
tion. But thole are dead fentiments
without Love.  And that in the
guilty Creature fearful of Gods
Wrath, muft be firft excited by the
hopes of his Pardoning Metcy.
Now the Love and Kindnefs of God
ottr Saviowr appear’d to Mann bis Re-
demption, in the moft eminent man
ner. Though in that blefled Work
the Divine Perfections are relu-
cent in various efie®s, Wifdom
defign’d it, Power accomplifhd
it,Holine(s and Rightcoufnefs was
olorioufly declar'd in it yet,
"tis applied to the benefit of Man

’ti

foften’d God's Bowels, open’d
Heaven, fent down his Son to be
one with us in nature,that he might
exchange his Merits and Blefled-
nels for our guilt and mifery. Mi-
taculous Love! to make his only
begotten Son our Brother,to hum-
ble him to the condition of a Ser-
vant, that we molt unworthy to
be his Servants fhould be advanc’d
to be his Children: Nay, to ex-

pole him to the death of a2 Male-
factor, equally ignominious and
painful that we Malefattors might

obtain Life and Glory. I ever

Love deferv'd the title of Exceff,
‘s this ; for though not without
Reafon, yet 'tis without all bounds
and meafure, "Tis {o far above
our thoughe, that ’tis hard to have
a firm belief of it. What the P

P2 mi(i
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ceiv'd by an infinice Underftand- Sﬁ;w
ing That the Divine Father mli. z,

212 ¢ hrifkian Weligeon
Eﬁw it fpeaks of the temporal Deli
e~ verance of the Church , 1s more

jultly applicable to its Spiritual
Frernal Deliverance. When the Lord
turned again the Captivity of Sion, we
were like to them that dream.,  Asifa
poor man fancying in a dream that
he is a King, adorn’d with the En-
figns of Royalty, and between
hopes and fears {hould enqire of
himfelf, Am I awake and in my
right mind 2 Ts this Scepter, this
Robe, this Crown real? Or,isit
all the pleafant deccit of Imagina-
tion ? And how can we reflet up-
on the amazing Grace of God that
brings Salvation, but fuch thoughts
will arife? Is it true that God did
“not fpare his moft innocent and
dear Son to ablolve us guilty Re-
bels 2 Did he dye for his Father’s
Fnemies and his own? Unparal-

lel'd Love! only tobe fully con-

ceivd

’ g

p——

{hould feem to love usmore than
his only begotten Son, in giving
him up to death for us; that the
Son of God thould love us more
than his own Life, in dyingto re-
concile us to his Father, were in-
credible, but for the Teftimony of
God himfelf. Who can refift the
fweet Violence, the powerful At-

“tradtives of this Love ? How can

any petfon that has the ufe of Rea-
{on to confider this great Love, ot
be inflam’d with afleGtion towards
hisSaviout > How is it poffible
that thele wide extremes {hould be
found united, The infinite Good-
nefs of God, and the equal un-
thankfulnefs of Men? that they
hate and offend whom. they are
obliged by the deareft tiles to love
and lerve,  Methinks {uch unna-

P 3 tur 8
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Chab. 5.mral Ingratitude {hould only be
L~ found in Hell ; where defpair of

Pauslin,

Redemption has blotted out in
tholc loft Souls the memory of the
Love and Merits of the Redeemer,
But that on Earth where his moft
precious Blood was fhed, and is

ﬁpphcab]e for the Salvation of all

that will receive him by Faith and
Love, that here injuries are re-
turned for hisineftimable Benefits,
is the moft enormous Impiety.
What [hallwe render wnto bim for our
Fyils which be hath /dﬁ{ered, for his
Dencfits which e gives tows ¢ Al that
we can audure for bis fake, 4 ot com-

| pzmb[e to one Thorn of his bleeding

Crown, Let us return Love, that s

infutely duc to bim, Wo to s if weds

ot love bim,

* Confider furcher, that the fame

moft tree Love that gave the Re-

decsner for us) has reveal’¢ himto
Use

probed by Reafon,
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us. For who could have imagin- Chap. 5.
ed that the Son of God fhould de- Loy

{cend from his Throne in Heaven,
and from the Bofom of his Facher,
into the Womb of a Virgin-Mo-
ther, and become Man, to fave us
by his Sufterings ¢ Who could have
any hopes that the human nature,
out low and heavy earth, fhould
afcend above the Heavens 2 The
World by nawural light koew 1o
more of his coming to recover it
from milery , than it perccived
when the fame Word in the Crea-
tion raisd it from the Abyls of
Nothing. This fhould make us
moft fenfible of his favour.  But
every one will pretead to love his
Saviour. Now that we may not
deceive our lelves with a flafhy
Affetion, the Rule of Tryal is
plain, Out love to him muftcor-
refpond in irs kind and quality

D4 ~ with
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a]\a/\m with hislove tous. And that wag
m%declar"d in doing and {uffeting

p00ed by Realon, 217
Men by a fair appearance, but not W

what was requific for our Salvati-
on. The precious Tree does not
heal the Sore by its fragrancy, but
muft be wounded to give it Sove-
taign Balm. Our Saviour did not

only exprefs in words his compal-

fionae {enfe of our milery, that a-
Jone had been fufficient, but lyved
us and wafbt from our Sins in bis
Blood.  After his Refurre@ion he
fhewed his pierced Hands and
Side to the Difciples, not only the

rcal proofs that he was Tefus that

fuffered, but of his Love.  They
might lee his Heart open and
Hands rent for them.  And{ucha
Joveis ducto him.  That which
is only productive of Leaves and

Blofloms, of afteGtionate wotds of
our Saviour, butunfruitful in the

works of Holinels, may degeive

Men

emanation from the Fire ;

his eye, who /judges of the truth L~

and ftrength of our love to him by our
keeping bis (ommandnients. Tnthort,
as an adtive Heat proceeds byan
in fom te Fir (o 2
chearful Readinefs and Zeal to do
the Will of Chrift naturally flows
from Love conlecrated to him.
But to enforce this the more, let

4 .

us further confider,

3. We ate obliged by all the
titles of Gratitude and Juftice, of
natural & Divine Reafon,to walk
as becomes the Gofpel of Chrift,

Firft, The dignity of the Au.
thor requires this of us. ~The Son
of God came down from Heaven;
and if the Allufion may be allow-
ed, |
" e diroum caput omne micantes

Depofuit radios, propiufque accedere

] if; ‘
i = laid
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EE/P\? 12id down his Glory,that he might ings may {ee the way to happinefs, Chap. 5.
' familiarly teach us our Duty in ot- Thete can be no palliations and v

der to our happinefs : And if the
Word fpoken by Angels was fhedfalh,
and every tranfgreffion and difobedsence

received a just recompence of reward s

How [ball we efcape if we neghtt fo

great Salvation, which W the firft, be-
ganto be fpoken by the Lod?

Secondly ; The pertection and

plainnefs of chis Rule. “Tis wife

obfervation, “That thole Laws

v «gre beft for Government,that ate

drif-Rhe. «“fo clear and particular that no-

« thing is left to the will of the in-

. “feriour Judg, whois not ufually

«fo capable, and pure from by-

“ refpects as the Lawgivet, The

Gofpel is a Light wherein all Ver-

tues fhinein theit bright eminence,

and all Vices blufh 1n their odious
deformiry. [t excludes all obfcu-
tity, that the meanch underftand-

M,’Mguﬁm Jenrg M / Q_; mgs

excufes for thole who will rather
argue than obey. For the revela-
tionof God’s Will is fo full and
open in it, that tis dirett Rebelli-
on not to yeeld entire {ubjection
toit: Audthey who know their Ma-
frers Will, and doit not, [ball be beaten
withmany flripes.
‘Thirdly; To commend it to
our pradtice we have an Example
of perfect obedience fet before us,
It Jelus Chrift had reprefented in
the World no other perfon but of
the Word and Widom of bis Father as
a Mafter to regulate and guide, us
by his Commands, had revealed to
us the Sectets of another World,
and then afcended to Heaven ; the
higheit Reverence andObfervance
had been due to his Laws. Butto
o urage and edge our induftry

hc‘
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and threateneth fuch prepar'd m

210 Chittian Religion

M he was plcafed to exhibit in his
VW

Life  Patern of univerfal Obedi-
ence. He gave us Rules of {uch

pefect Holinels that there feemed

no necefficy of his practice for our
inftrucion : And the living image
 of his Laws was fo vifiblein his
Adions , that his fole Example
affords us 2 Model of entire San-
&ity. Thereis no kind of Vertue
from the loweft to the moft Hero-
ick, of which he might not fay as
he did to his Difciples in his laft
Supper, Thave given you an Example,
that ye [hould do as 1 have done to yon.
And what fhould be more power-
ful in the breafts of Chriftians than
o facred Ambition to be like the
Son of God, than a dear AfteGion
to be conform’d to their Saviour ?

Fourthly ; To excite us to our
Duty, the Gofpel offers fuchaRe-

ward to encoutage Obf:diemf:i
' anc

Plagues againft Dilobedience, that
unlels a Man be miraculoufly
eransform’d into a fhupid Beaft, he

cannot but be moved by them,
Now what datknels of mind,
or tather what perverfnels of heart
is it, if the great Inteseft of the one
and the other Eternity, the Blefled
and the Miferable, be not fufficient
towork uponus ? Butalas! how
many who pretend to be the Di-
{ciples of Chrift, do not obey him
astheir Mafter, love him as their
Redeemer, nor fear him as their
Judge ? Theylive as if Chrift had
commanded them to pleafe,notto
erucify the flfh, and the lufts thereof :
asif he had bid them fet all theis
Affections, their Loves; Defires,
Hopes, Joys in prefent perifhing
things, and not in everlafting to
come ; to laboux for the Riches of
this

PV V|




222 Chrittian Religion
a:\y; this World, as if they were eternal
mg-'\j Inhabitants on the Earth, and not

ftrangers and pilgrims in the way
to Heaven. Thele are worfe Ene-
mies of our Saviour than the Hea-
thens that do not know him , or
the Jews that deny him. For,wear-
|Quecnn i- 105 the Livery of his Servantsthey
tafit magna | defame his moft holy Profeffion,
”’dei’.cj 7% obfcure his Glory, and blafpheme
e Chri- him in their lives. If Infidels that
fimnitatis never heard the found of the Go-
ﬁﬁ‘:ﬂ"f,i’;,ﬁ‘jf fpel, thould fee their converfati-
iaaginwsz on, what judgment would they
Z’;;‘:’;}‘:; q::z)td make of the Excellence of Chrift,
Chritiass - and the holinefs of his Law ? They

popibs - rould *blafpheme his Goodnels

Jeimur, 0p= L
probri ’Cb£- without defence. tholy.Chn.
ft offevides- fians are the moft guilty Sinners

¥ i in the World,  And their punifh
de cultoribus fuis poseft ille qui colitar, Quomodo enim bons

Magifter o, cujus tam malos videmus difcipulos. 2 Salv. D¢
Gubern, lib, 4.

ment

pobed by Reafon, 223
ment will be heightned accord-
ingly : For they exalperate Mer-
cy, and make the Blood of Atone-
ment to cry for Vengeance againft
them. If it be extreme perverf-
nefs to disbelieve the Gofpel after
(o clear a Revelation from God ;
what degree of folly and wicked-
nefs is it, for thofe who believe ts
Truth, to contradiét the evidence
and defign of it in their lives, s if
there were no doubt of its fallnefs

Chap. 5. -
VaraV,

FINIS.
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Books fo1d by Brabazon Aylmet, at the three
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in Cornhil.

He Harmony of the Divine Attributes, in

] the accomplithment of Man’s Redempti-
on by the Lord Jefus Chilt Or, Difcourfes
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