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THE
Do&rine of Univerfal Salvation
Examined and Refuted.

OLOMON, after a vaft and extenfive fearch into the

nature of things, fays, lo, this only bave I found, that

God made man spright ; but they have fought out many inven-
tions. How many he could not tell, nor any othet man, Had
the inhabitants of New-England been told, ten years ago, that
faid doctrine would foon be preached up, and have an extenfive
{pread among them, who could have believed it? Yet this is

now become a notorious fact, by the following means : Mr. John

Murray, from England, having preached for fome time in places

fouth of New-York, came from thence into New-England in |

the fall of the year 1772; and has preached in thefe parts to
the prefent time. For a2 while he concealed his defign under
many good words and fair fpeeches ; and when he began plain-
ly to preach general falvation, his greateft admirers rather

wifhed than believed the dotrine to be true. At length they

procured the re-printing of a pamphlet from Leondon, 1n 1779,
which was privately difperfed in the country, and has intangled

many fouls. Since which Mr. Elhanan Winchefter, who was .

born near Bofton, and, by his itincrations from thence to South-
Carolina, had obtained an extenfive fame for being a power-

ful and fuccefsful preacher of the goipel, has fallen in with
faid doftrine, under another form, which has caufed its in-

fluence to extend much farther than it had befors. And its
advocates now glory in it as unanfwerable, becaufe a diftin&
anfwer thereto has not appeasred among us. A fight of this,
and not hearmg that any others were engaged therein, has con-
ftrained me to offer my mite in the affair ; hoping that it may

encourage and excite gyhers to ftep forward in the caufe of

truth to better purpofe. :

The pamphlet referred to, which was re-printed at Bofton,
18 entituled, ““ Uniox: Or, a Treatife of the Confanguinity
‘‘ and Afhnity between Chrift and his Church. By James

¢ Relly,”

{

!
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4 The Doltrine of Univerfal Salvation refuted.

®¢ Relly.” Uwiox is the life of the univerfe, and to aQ
againft it is am infinite evil ; but though his title is fo impor-
tant, yet if the treadife (hould be fonn§ to contain a {cene of
difunion and confufion, all lovers of truth and peace will fee
caufe to reje it. Whether ig be fo or not, we are now to en-
quire. The rule he preferibes for us to ga by is thus expreifed :
Says he, ‘¢ if mankind have any true notion of juitice and
“¢ equity, though but in the fmalleft degree, then what is
‘¢ contrary to'tg'.t,_ ts much wore /o to God, whofe jultice and
“‘ truth is infimite, pure and eterdal.’® Preface, p.g. “‘ This
¢« fimple voice of nature differs from revelation only as the lef.
¢¢ fer light which rules the night, differs from the greater which
¢ rules the day. If it is poffible thofe our ideas of the divine
¢ perfections fhould be wrong, then have we xo rale, whereby
“¢ to dilcern between good and evil.”” Jook, p. 45. If he
meant that, like the moon, we are always to ‘receive light
frocm therfun, and to Jet the fame fhine bef{)re others, in word
and praltice, Jefus has inculcated this duty upon us in a clear
manner. But to imagine that our ideas of the divine perfec-
tions may not be entirely wrong, or that, if they were fo, we
thould have we rale left to corret and dire& us, is a mott dan-

delufion. Mat. vi. 23. 1 {ohn il. 4=~11, and ii. 20,
21. Jude 10. Al men of fenfe know, that written laws and

\ eomir=2, which fhall be their own interpreters, are very ne-
' ceflyry in the adminiftration of juftice; and that a diferesionary
- power oughtnot to be allowed to the beft of judges, without

great caation and vircumfpeRion. And if a gif? doth blind the

| @res of the avife, and pervert the words of the righteons, how can
~{ debtors and criminals be fuitable judges in their own caufes ?
| And thefe are the cafes before us. o ' '

Protefiants, as this author obferves, generally hold, ¢ that
“¢ man, being a debtor and tranfgreflor, and unable to fave

- ¢ himfelf, Jefus Chrift became his furety, under an engage-
- % ment to his debts, and to bear his punithment ; the equ:-

i 4¢ 1y of which is generally refelved into the fovereignty of God,

N

€¢ or accounted for from the willingnefs of Chrift (as an inde-
€< pendent p1ving Pansown) to fuffer in the finner’s ftead.”

. Preface, p. 9. Thefe ideas Relly rejetts, ¢ 1. Becaufe (fays
' 4¢ he) contrary to truth, which declareth that every man fhall
- «¢ die for his own fin. 2. It is contrary to jufice to atflilt the
“*¢ innocent : To punifth and deftroy him 1s cruelty and injufice.”

3,_3”1. P- 3+ 4. To eonfirm thefe ftrange affertions, he fays,

*6“ I know not of any human laws, which admit of furetyfhiﬁ

3¢ inqa;ital offences; and fin is act only a debt, for whic
““ furetyfhin

|



be Dorine of Univwfal Saloativn refuted. ¢

t* faretyfhip is fometlmes admitted, but a on, §
t crime, capital in the highef fenfe, only atoned for by
3 fhedding of blood ; by death, yet, by the eternal death
 of the finner ; which jaflice muft mfi&, before it can be
‘¢ properly fatisfied ; nor can it pofiibly admit of a furety here.”
P. s. Truth is here held in unrighteoufnefs t¢ 3 moft fur.
prizing degree! The natuare of fin, and its jult defort, are well
cxyrelid; bat how daring is it for a criminal to affert,
that Jssovan cannot poffibly admit of a {urety here! Did he
never read, that Je/as wes made a Sunsty ? Wherefore be is
able alfo to fave them to the witermeff, that come unto God by bim,
Jeeing be ever liveth to make int Jor them.  Heb. vii. 13,
25. [f men thould admit of fuseties in capital cafes, a dongg
injury would enfué; namely, the lofs of am imnocent perfon
out of the community, and the continuance of a guilty one
therein, who would be likely. to do more mifchief himfelf, and
alfo to encourage the like in others; which are fufficient rea-
fons why they do mot admit of fureties in fuch cafes. Bat
intinite wifdom has caufed m and truth, righteoufuefs and
peace, 15 to meetin Jefus, who had power to lay down his life,
and pcwer to take it again (John x. 18.) that no lofs is fuftain.
ed to the community ; while the evil of fin appears ter in
his fulferings, than it could have done in the eternal damnation
of all the human race. Q! how glorioufly does a true fight
of him relisve th‘ecauilcy polluted criminal, raifing his foul up
to univn ind gratetul obedience, while it demonfirates that fis
canrnot go uhpunithed, fince it could aot efcape the veageance
cf the Father, when found uwpom his darling Som! But how
far was our o ent from fuch views, unioa, or abedience ?
Becaufe Adam was created with the whole of humas nature
in him, and after Eve was formed fhe became one fleth with
him, called by one name, and under one law, Relly fays,
«¢ fimilar with this, the church exifted in Chnft ; according as
<« be bath chofen xs in bim, before the foundation of the wwerld,
¢ haviag this purpofe and grace given us in him, before the
¢ wotld began. ‘The man and woman, under this confiderss’

¢« tion, had bat omne name: He called their name Adam. Sa

< Chrit and his charch in this union bear one name; both
< are called the Lord our righteoufnefs. He, Jer. xxiii. 63
“« the, Jer. xxxiii. 16: We the righteoufnefs of God in him.
““ 2 Cor. v. 31. The Lord God covenanting with Adam,
¢ as the head of the earthly creation, as having the woman in
‘s himfelf, drew a figare of his covenant with Chrift, as havin

¢¢ the church exifting in him, he as the head engaging for hi,
. ‘¢ embers :

[



' Tée Dolrine of Univurfal Salvation refuted.
|
- *“ members; as the hufband for his wife, as the king for hi,
£¢ fubjects, as the root for its branches,” &c. P. 11, 12.
How. furprizing is this! Union in nature, prior to choice,
and union by choice and free contraéls, are as diftiné& things
as any in the world ;, yet here they are confounded together, and
his whole {cheme is g'uilt upon this confifion. The original of
all union.is the saceen TurgE, who are eternally one in
ature, prior to any idea of choice, and ever freely at accord-
ang to that nature. In fix days he created the heavens and
the earth, and all things therein, &y tbe word of bis paver.
Qf the earth 1t 1s well faid, that, *‘ ever fince the week of
d4¢ creative wonders, God hath ordered all thefe creatures to fill
£¢ the world with inhabitants of their own kind ; and they have
¢ obeyed him in a2 long fucceflion of almoft fix thoufand years.
¢ And it is evident, that he has kept a referve of jovereignty
<< to himfelf, and has difplayed the enfigns of it in fome im-
¢¢ portant hours. Nature is the art of God, and it muit for-
€¢ gver be unrivalled by the fons of men. Yet man can produce
““ @ max. Admirable effet, but artlefs caufe! A poor,-li-
*¢ mited, inferior agent! The plant and the brute in this mat.
¢ ter are his rivals, and hi$ equals too. The human parent
¢¢ and the parent-bird form their own images with equal fkill,
¢¢ and are confined each to his work.=~Let the atheilt then exert
¢ his ctmoft ftretch of underftanding, let him try the force of all
¢ his mechanical powers, to compofe the wing of a butterfly, -
¢¢ or_the meaneft feathey of a fparrow; let him labour and,
€< fweat, and faint, and acknowledge his own weaknefs ; then
< let him turn his eye, look at thofe wondrous compofures, his
¢ fon or his little daughter ; and when their infant tongues
«¢ thall enquire of him, and fay, father, who made us 7 let him
€¢ not dare to afiume the honor of that work to himfelf, but
¢« teach the young creatures that there is a Ged, and fall down
¢¢ on his face, and repent and worfhip*.”
. The man I am anfivering was very far from fuch diftin&
views or diipofitions; for having quoted 1 Cor. xi. 11, and
g Tim. ii. 14, he fays of Adam and Eve, ‘‘ his union anto
€< her made it equitable for the curfe and condemnation of
¢ her folly to fail upon him ; and that awézbout the confideration
< of kis confen: 2nd complicnce with her. In like manner,
€< Chrit the hufbznd was not deceived ; but his wife, the church,
¢ being deccived, was ia the tranigrefion. Yet as the union
%¢ was fuch, that Chrift was not without the church, nor the
“¢ church

® i its’s Plilefophical Eflay



The Dottrine of Univerfal Salvation rq'ut'ez?'. 7 !

*¢ church without him||, a* amy time, it was equitable for hef
‘“ curfe and condemnation to fall upon him.”. P, 13. To’
which I anfwer, that to pretend that after Eve was formed fhe’
became one fleth with Adam, without mutual choxce, is uh-
fcriptural and irrational ; and it is more fo, to imagine that’
her fin could have become his without his confent; and to de-
clare, that our fin and its curfe could have failen upon Chrift,
without his free choice, is fuch an abfurdity and fuch blafphe-
my as will forever want a name! A man cannot be made one’
flefb with a harlot without his coafent ; but he that is joined to’
the Lord is one /périt. 1 Cor. M. 16, 17. And though men’
commit adultery, yet Chriit never will. No foul can ever bé’
married to him, til} it is delivered from pre-engagements.
Naturally we are all aveduaed to do and live, as much as ever a

wife was to an hufband ; but we muft become-dead to that,-and

that to us, in order to be marrted to Chrift. The conceit of’
fome life in us, at leaft to make an honeft cry for mercy in-

i

diftrefs, is never given up, till the holy Spirit demoniftrates to’ .
the foul, that the law is boly, and the commandment boly, avid®

Juf, and good ; and that in us there is no good thing: la this®
way fim revives, and we die. By the bedy of Chrifl, at alfp’
becomes dead awhevein we were beld. Viewing huw he Bear our
fins in his own body on the tree, our imaginary life expirés ;-
and the procefs againft us is alfo at an end; figce Chrift is zbe
end of the law for righteonfuefi, to every ome that belitweth. Thus
we become dead to the law by the body of Chrift, that we’
fhould be married to him who was raifed from the dead, that’
we fhould bring forth fruit unto Gods we are delivered: from:
the law, that being dead wherein we were held, that we fhould
ferve in newnefs of fpirit, and not in the oldnefs of the letter. Rom.
vii. 1—12, and x. 4. The oldnefs of the letter gives'no en-
couragement to come to God, without holinefs and obedience’
in ourfelves ; the newnefs of the {pirit teacheth fouls to come’
through Jefus, for pardon, cleanfing and ftrength to live to

him. According to the oldnefs of the letter, every defet in
us lays a bar in the way of coming ; but by the newnefs of the

{pirit, eve? fin and every enemy are {fo many reafons to move
us to come boldly to the throme of grace, that'ave may obtain mercy,
axd find grace te belp in time of need. Heb. iv. 16.

The powers of thinking and choofing are effential to the na-
ture of all immortal fpirits ; without which noidea can be form-
ed of their exiftence; therefore two fpirits cannot poflibly be-
eome one without choice; and ’tis but a_fltby dream for any to

¢

N Had the ¢reatare a real exifiense from eternity !

cntertany -



8 b Doltrime of Univerfal Satvation refured.

eatertain fuch a notion. Yet Relly fays; ¢“ man being the velt
*¢ fel marrcd between the pottes’s hands, was not rejeted, but
*¢ here was made another and better veflel ; where whe nature,
* *¢ once fpoiled by fin, was born into the world pure and fpotlefs,
+ ““ and called the Son of God.” P. 27. . ““ As the_head was
' ¢ never without the body, nor the body without the head, in
¢« the Lord, the body hath always been, by union with the head,
*¢ entitled uanto all the bleflings;, honors, and glories thereof. -
‘¢ If 1t is not true until our believing, and by means thercof,
t ‘¢ them doth believing make that a truth which was not a truth,
L% and faith creates its own objell, and then embracesit:  ‘1'..is
" ¥ Jooks like the heathen idolatry, firft nakin&their guds, and
' ¥ thea trufting in them.’’ P 3g. This is a darling topic with
' him; butl am quite willing to meet him, and to try the natter
out fairly wpon his own ground; io order whereto we muft
remember the diﬁ'ereac; lthm is b;twi:;t faith m:d?pe. Hope
s fixed promifed blefliags ; but faith r all revedded
truth, b?&: fame defirable or terrible to “eg ‘The ercation,
fapport, government, and final diffolution of this world, by the
m(&, are all objeQs of faith ; as alfo are everlafting
unifhmenss to the wicked, and eternal life to the righteous.
int of this the froffare of thefe laft days are avillingly ignorant.
Heb.i. 3, and xi. y=6. s Pet. ii. 3—~7. Becauie the word
pel fignifies good news, they imagine that none preach it;
ut fuch as prophecy fnesth things, and cry, peace, peace, to car-
mal men. IGi. axx. 8—11. Jer.viii. 11. The latter part of
the pamphlet before us turas eatircly upoa this poant ; the de.
ceit whereof is eafily difcovered.

For to hear of the hraen ferpent was very good news to the
poifoned Ifraelites, and fo was the city of refuge to the nianiflay-
er; as pardon alfo was to criminals jufly cendemned, and free
forgivenefs to debtors who had serbixg 1o pay. But, according
to the above reafoning, they muR have been told, that health
was as really theirs before they looked as afterwards, or elic
looking made the obje& they looked to ! John iii. 14, 1§.
Safety is as truly yours before you fly as afterwards, or elfe
fleeing to the city, makes the city you fly to, which had no exift.
ence before! Heb. vi. 18. Pardon and forgivenefs were as
really yours before you received them as fince, or elfe giving in
to the equity of the inditment and the accounts, and receiving
a difcharge therefrom, created the whole affair, which had ne
exiftence before! Pfalm li. 3—-8. Lukevii. 41, 42. Yet,
fpeaking of Adam and his pofterity, Relly fays, ¢ his fin, its
¢« eurfe and fruit, was theiss, before they feltit, knew it, orever
’ . were
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¢ were confcious of exiftcnce. Thus, by one man’s difobedi.
‘“ ence, many werec made finners. In like manner, Chriit’s
““ righteouinefs is upon all his feed, by his fingle ac?, b. fore they
¢ had any capacity of obeying, after the fimiiutude of his cbedi-
‘“ ence, or of vilenting to what he did, or fuffered : This tuani-
¢ fefts fuch an union to him, {uch an inclufion of the whole feed
““in him, as renders his condition theirs, in every ftate which
*“ he pafles through—~Fcr as in Adam all die, even fo in Clrift
‘¢ fhall all be mad: alive.’’ P. 14.

The words of the text contradit the pofition he would prove
by it. For it fpeaks of our concern in Ad:m’s fin as a paff
event, but of lite by Chrit as what /sall be hereafier. And in
Rom. v. 12—20, while the facred writer declares a hikenefs be-
tween our two public heads in fome things, he repeatedly aflerts
an unlikenefs in others. What they each did as pubiic heads,
belongs to all their feed ; but as to what they did, .nd the way
how it comes to their feed, there is ah infinite difparity betwixt
them. By onme offrnce Adam brought us all into a ftate of revolt
from God, fo that as we come into the world we ull love the
creature more than the Creator, love felf above him, till we are
bern again, and death comes upon us by lew as a juft deér;
but rigbreoufnef/i and abundance of grace are receivzd as a free
gift. Asfoon as Adum fell, he ceafed to be our covenant head,
1o that we are not anfwerablc for any of his after fins, uny more
than for the fins of other men that we allow cf ; but Chrift is
the unchangeabie furety of all his chof¢n, and i1s able to fave
them to the uttermoft. From a ftate of union and communion
with God, and lordihip over the earth, Adam by ¢ne aéZ ruthed
into rebellion and mif-vy ; but by freely affuming our nature,
and taking our law-place, Jefus faves trom the dreadful guilt
and powcer of many ¢fcnces. By oneact a fire might be kindled,
enough to lay a city 1n ru'ns, and a little infection might {pread
the plague through a kingdom ; but how great mutt the work
be to ftop the ceoniligration or contagion, and to reflore health
and pretperity aguin ?  Therefore it is itiiétly trne, that avkere
fn abcunded, grace pid MucH morg abund. The werd as,
in 1 Cor. xv. 22, plaialy puints to the two heads, and the influ-
ence that proceeds therefrom. s by Adum’s fin a corrupt na-
ture 15 communicated to his polfterity, whick caufes the dulolu-
tion of our bodies; ewer fo is the gift of righteoulnels, a new
nature, and the refurreclicn of the body, communicated by
Chrit to his teed.  For fince by man came death, by wan came
alfo the rofurrelion of the dead.  And let it never b forgoteen,
that death comes upon all as our juid aw 17e5 5 but eternal life as

; a free
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a free gif2. Rom. vi. 23. No two ideas are more diftin&®, no:
more eafily underftood by common people. All the bleflings
of falvation were provided by covenant in Chrift, befoic the
world began ; but the only way for any to enjoy them, is by
receiving them freely by faith. .
Upon this Relly fays, ¢ believe and thou fhalt be faved, i,
‘¢ certainly fimilar unto, do this and liwr; man, in himfelf,
“¢ being as capabie of doing the one as the other.” P. 42. I
am feniible that many would have it fo; but they can never
accomplifh their defire, till they can make wages and a free gift
to be the fame thing; nor till partaking freely of a rich
feaft, can be the fume as working hard to earn it. Neither
can the plea of inability excufe thofe who make /ight of the
golpel call, till their ratural faculties of -hearing, feeing and
tafting, are gone, inftead of being fixed upon uvbje@s oppofite
to what they fhould be. Mat. xiii. 15, and xxii. 1—12. Luke
xiv. 16~=24. Natural inability often excufes from blame ;
but moral inability is the very foul of iniquity. The caufe
why we cannot tove God fupremely, is becaule we love the
ereature above him, which is the effence of idolatry; and the
reafon why we cannot believe his truth, is becaufe it reproves
our evil deeds, the works of darknefls, which we lowve rather than
fight. Hence moral impotency to iuve God, and to believe the-
record he has; given of his Sor, is the comdemnation which all
unbefievers atre under; and his avrath abideth on th.m; from
which nothing but a receiving bis tcflimony, and fetting to theiy
Jeal that be is true, can deliver any foul. John ii. 18--21,
34—36. Our perfonal intereft is not the dircét objeét of fuith,
but the confequence and privilege which is received by believ-
ing, as looking is the way of enjoying the light, and looking
to the obje® that Mofes fet up by divine dwetion, was the
way whereby the poifon of the ficry ferpents was cxpelled.  if
any who were bitten refufed to look to that object, the poifon
. killed them, while the nature and efficacy of the rcmedy was
as good to thofe who looked, as i’ mone had refufed it.
Material bodies are dark things, and are often made ufe of to
fhut out the light, by fuch as hate it, and love darknefs rather
than light. And is not this the labour of the writer 1 am an-
fwering ? The head, fays he, was never without the body in the
Lord ; as if the creature was co-exiftent with the Son of God!
" David fays, Thine eyes did fre my fubflance, yet being 1MPER-
FECT, and in thy book all my members awcre written, which in
continuance WERE fafbioned, awhen as yet there avas SONE OF

sueM, Pfalm cxxxix, 19, The whole plan of all his woirks

and
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and difpenfations, and their ultimate end, is abfolutely perfe&t.
Nothing can be put s it, n2r agy thing méen. Srom it ; and God doth
it, that men foould {ear before him. Eccl. hii. 14, Should ferwe
him acceptably, with rewerence and godly fear. Heb. xii. 28. But
Relly's fcheme is fo contrary hereto, that he fays, * the obedi-

¢ ence of fear is diametrically quoﬁte to the obedience of faith, -

‘¢ —for where the fcar of punifhment is jud%cd neceflary to
‘¢ obedience, unbelief is eftablifhed.—But the obedience of faith
““ is genuine, free from ardifice, awithout fear, Jude 12, depend-
““ ent on the perfe& amity of God.—The true obedience of
“¢ faith, is fo far from being urged &y frar, Heb. xi. 7, thatit
s« would annihilate it.”” P. 33, 39. He knew this to be contrary
to the plain language of revelation; but fays e, “ unto the
‘¢ right underftanding of the fcriptures, it is neceflary to know,
*“ that they confift of two parts, letter and jpirit, or law and
*“ gejpel.”” P.3q. < The gofpel gives us all, without requiring
““ aught of us *; but the law, giving us nothing, requires all of

““us. And thus diftingaithing them in the fcriptures, we

*‘ appeal from the law unto the gofpel ; our authority for fo
. ﬂomg is founded on what follows ; whatfoever the law faith,
“¢ it furth unto them that are under it: But Jefns was made of
‘¢ awoman, made under the law, therefore the law {peaks to
*“ him, and commands him to perfe&t obedience. But, the law
¢ can only curfe the finner: God fent his Son in the likenefs
< of finful flcfh, he was made fin for us, Chrift hath delivered
‘¢ us from the curfe of the law, being made a curfe for us: The
*‘ equity of which preceeding, appears from the union fubfift-
*“ ing between Chnit and the church, of which I have fuffi-
¢ ciently fpoken. Nor dare we read any one threatening in
‘“ the fcriptures, againft the finner and ungodly, unto oxrfelwver,
*“ out of him, becaufe we + cannst endurs it.”” P.40. And
!;N-akin%\of the fword of the fpirit, he fays, ¢ Jefus, fheathing
‘“ 1t in his own heart’s blood, the divine glutinating power
¢ thercof hath rendered jt impoflible to draw it again to ano-
¢* ther execution : God 1s juft and true, and will not ; men or
““ devils cannot.™ P. 48, *“ Inthis light we can read the fcrip-
“¢ tures with plexfure—we alfo read them profitably, forafmuch
‘¢ as fpeaking thus of Chrift, they bu/b and banifl the fears ari-
*“ fing from nature or temptaiion.”’ P.4g9. ¢ Did men but
‘¢ know what fufety and peace we have here, they would defpair

56 of

* Thetenth is, that the gofpel requires all, and gives all ; it fays,
Iwll—ond they flall, Heé, vial, 8=12,
{1 th xii, 20. . A

B U 7 N .
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¢ of terrif\ing us, as they hope to do, by their writings and
¢¢ pre.chmen.s; lJoading us with opprobrious names, ancfigno-
““1undy leveliing the threatenings and curges in the feripture
¢ aguinit 45 ; beholding b.m to be the death of death, and
‘¢ viftory of hell.”” p. 48.

This 15 the objet of his worfhip, the faith he has eagerly
embr.ced ; but the diference between his god and the God of
Trael, is very great.  For the God of Ifrae! conneéted his pre-
cepts and promites togsther, and called it prefumption, and
tempting of him, to expect the latter without regarding the for-
mer. And when the god’ of this aw:rld came to tempt our Saviour,
‘he made jul fuch a dutinction in the fcriptures as this writer
does; but he had nothing in fefus that could recancile him to
fuch an obj-& of worthip. No, Jefus ftill kept to what was
<wri.ten, comparing une part with the other, and faid, tbe firip-
Ture canist be broken. Deut.i. 43, and vi. 16, 17. Plalm xci.
13, 12. Mat.iv. 6, 7. John x. 35. 2 Cor. iv. 4. Therefore,
zheir rock is not our rock, even our ememies themfrlues being judges.
D ut. xxxii. 31—=33. This more plainly appears 1 whai

follows.
Truth fays,
1. Je{lus was mudea furet
wheretore he is zble ulfo to
fave them to the uttermoit, that

come unto od by him, feeing .

he ever liveth to muke inter-
~ceflion for them. Heb. vii. 22,
25. .
52. I faw thee polluted in
thine own blcod, und 1 fud
unto thee when th u wuft in
thy blood, live—behold, thy
time was a time of love. Lzek.
xiv. 6, 8.

3. The grace of God that
bringeth falvation—teacheth
us, that denying ungodlinefs,
and werldly loits, we thould
live foberly, righteoufly, and
godly in this prefeat world.
He fhall reward every man ac-
cording to his works. Titus ii.
11, 12. Mat. xvi, 27,

Relly fays,

1. Truthdeclareth that eve-
ry man fhall die for his own fin,
—nor can juftice poflibly admat
of a_furety here ; becaufe it can
only punith him whom it fir/?
finds guilty. P. 3, 5.

2. If God loved them, he
certainly faw them in a finlefs
ftate ; for 1t is contrary to the
holinefs of his nature to love
the unclean. P. 34.

‘3. The gofpel gives us all,
without rcquirin§ aught of us.
If the promife only rewards the
man vwhom the law approves
of, as holy, juft and true, it
is eafy to perceive that Jlefus
ornly is the man—whilit every
member, by union with the
head, partakes of his %ioncrs.
P. 40, 41.

Truth
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Truth fays,

4. If any man be in Chrift
he 1s a new creature. Accord-
ing to his mercy he faved us,
by the wathing of regenera-
tion, and renewing of the Holy
Ghoft. Hereby we know that
he abideth in us, by the fpirit
which he hath given us. 2Cor.
v. 17. Titusin. 5. 1 John i,
24.

-

5. If we fay that we have
po fin, we deceive ourfelves.
If we confefs our fins, he 1s
faithful and juft to forgive u
our fins, and to cleanfe us from
all unrighteoufnefs. 1 John
i. 8, 9.

6. Thou ftandeft by faith ;
be not high-minded, but fear.
If any man draw back, my foul
fhall have no pleafure in him.
Buat we are not of them who
draw back unto perdition ; but
of them that believe, to the
faving of the foul. Rom. xi.
2c. Heb.x. 38, 39.

. Out of his mouth goeth
a fharp fword, tha. with it he
fhould fmite the nations ; and
he fhall rule them with a rod
of iron ; and he treadeth the
wine-prefs of th: fiercenefs and
wrath of Almighty God. Rev.
Xix. 1%.

8. The carnal mind is en-
mity againft God. Without
faith, 1t is impoffible to pleafe
lzim. Rom. viii. 7. Heb. xi.

~e

* Thefe avere Balnam's words,

Relly fays,

4. Antichniit, or a falfe fpi-
rit, feeks not the gleryof Jefus; |
but fpeaks of himfelf, of i !
own operations; of joys, for- |
rows, hatred to the evil, and |
languithment after goodnefs,
by iim wrought in tﬁe heart ; -
and teaches his annointed ones
to conclude tbence that they are
favourites of heaven—by what
they callinberent bolinefs. P. 57,
58.

5. By Jefus we inherit, by

him we have atoned ; we claim -

no good out of h.m, nor will
we acknowledge the evil, for
as much as in him we have
been purged. P. 53.

6. Your unbelief cannot
make his grace of none effe& ;

and though you have denied

him, yet he cannot deny him-
felf.—In him we are always as
he is, according to which {smi-
fitude God always beholds us,
and accepts us. He bebolds no
iniguity in Facob, mor perverfs-
nessin Ifracl®. P. ga.

7- The fword of the fpirite
Jelus fheathing it in his own
heart’s blood, the divine gla-
tinating power thereof hath

rendered 1t impoflible to draw -

it again to another execution :

God will not, men or devils

cannot. P. 48.

8. Iamnot, cannot poflibly
be, an enemy to good works ;
but then I muft have fome in-
conteftible proof of goodnefs.

Preface, p. 14. Teuth
- Tr

Numb., xxiii, 21,

!
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!’ Trath fays,
. 9. We worthip God in the
fpirit.  This is good and ac-
i @eptabls in the fight of God.
With fuch facrinces God is
well pleafed.  Phil. il
¥ Tim. u. 3. Heb. i, 16.

10. Examineyourfelveswhe-
ther ye be in the faith, prove
your own felves. Let every
man prove his own work, and
then thall he have rejoicing 1n
himicit alone, and not in ano-
_ther. Hereby we do know
that we know him, it we keep
his commandmouts.  For th:s
isthe love of God, thatwe keep
his commandments, and his
commandments are not griev-
ous. 2Ccr.xii.g. Gal.vi. 4.

3 Johnii, 3, and v. 3.

11. QGiving 2ll diligence,
.add to your ftaith virtee, &ec.
.Bewure left ye alio, being led
away with the ciror of the
wicked, fall from your own
. ftedfaftacsfs ; butgrowin grace.
. Unto them that look for him,
- $hall he appear the fecond time,

without fin, unte falvauon.
. I prefs towards the mark. =
Pet. 1. g—11. and un 17, 18.

Heb. ix. 25. Phal. 1. 13, 14.

12. Whiie tiuey promifc
them liberty, they themfelves
are the fervant> ot corrup-
ticr. If any man have not
the {(pirit of VChngd, e none
ofh.. 2 Pt gt iy, Rom, vidl,

[ &
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Relly fays,

9. Spiritually good works,
which merit the divine com-
placency, mankind are inca-
palle of perfurming at any
time. Preface, p. 14.

16. Where mankind are ig-
norant of the fcriptures—they
look into themielves; thus
enquiring, have 1 Chrift? dp
I'love God, and hate iniquity ?
am I changed ? am I humble,
heavenly-minded, thirfting to
be more holy, and lamenting
my faults? do U increafe in
light, knowledge and under-
ftending ? 1f I do, then I have
Chriit.  The difciples of the
falfe Chntt crv—7 bave the
marks of graceinme. P. g6.

11. Affuming the charalter
of righteous, meek, faithful,
holy, &c. according to the
warks of our own hands, or
habits of the heart, is fly-
ing in the face of God, and
giving the lie to the divine
perfections.  The Jew maig-
tains the neceffity of inward
and outward holinefs in every
man, and looks for a Chrift 1o
come ; the Chriftian, efpecial-
ly the reformed, with fuperior
ardouar, decla.es for the fame
way of holinefs, and looks alfo
fora Chrift to come. P. 54.

12. O, what grace is this!
that we in whom, according
to the frongett tettimony ot our
fenfes and reafon, there is yet
found the motions, /ife and loze
¢of fin, thould hive aright to
reckon ourfelves dead unto fin.

. 30 Thefe
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Thefe are not remote and uncertain confequences, but the
exprefs language of each party : And can Relly’s fyftem be any
other than a filthy dream ! He trics hard to perfuade the world,
that the doérine of the inward fun&tification of the fpirit, and
of looking tc the fruits thereof as evidences of our gnod eftate,
¢ hath introduced grofs enthufia{m, fetf-rightecufnefs, bigotry
*¢ and fuperftition, among the more zealoufly religious part of
*“ mankind ; and among fuch who are lefs concerned, deifm,
*< with all the pride of moral virtues. This (fays he) is that
«< fpirit which 1 fet my face againt.”” P. §8. Upon which I
would obferve, that when John fent two of his difciples to
Jefus, to enquire whether he was the Mefliah cr not? though |
fetus had the beit right to be bclieved of any mania the world,
yet he referred them to evidence, inftead of ftrong afiertions,
Mat. xi. ¢~—6. Which is a precious example for us all to fols
low; and if we do fo, will not the charadters Relly has cait
upen others turn back upon himfelf ! What is enthuhafin, but
a conceit of knowing the will of God better than he has declar-
ed it in his written woyd, and an obftinate and unreafonable
attachment to inward imaginations and fugeeftions of acontrary
nature? Arnd what is deifm, but the fetting up of our reafom
above divine revelation, fo as to receive nothing for truth but
what fuits this inward rule? And is not Mr. Relly guilty of
thefe evils ? He glories in the fyftem he has publihed, as being
a mew dijzovery, the like whereto he had never before feen ; and |
he denies the poflibility of his being an enemy to morally gaod
works, while in the fame place he afferts that mankind are in-
capable of performing works /pirisually good at anv time. Pre-
face, p. 4, §, 14. And he has difcovered fuch mesknefs,
humility, and frecedom from bigotry, towards fome of his op-
ponents, that he f{ays, ¢ they did not underftand the matter
‘¢ they wrote againft, and thercfore treated that with contempt
““ which was afa-ve them, being not afiaid to speck evil of dig-
““ mitics. I would always (unprovoked by their petul: ncy) an-
¢ fwer thofe with filence, as being fencar’s My attention, [
““ would harden my ear againit the roarings of ignorance,
‘¢ and be utterly infenfible of their invedtives; it buing ridia
‘¢ culous to fret at the darkings of a cur, when it 1> the nature
‘¢ of the animal to be noifv.—For my part, after having ab-
‘¢ jured the Pope of Eome, 1 cun nover fubinii to any infallible
““ chair of an inferior fort.—Ref; citing the natter and feope of
¢ the following treatife, ] AM ABOVE UNCEKTAINTY THERE-
““ 1N Preface, p. 5, 6, zo. Butif thote who think them-
felves as mush above their neighbouss, as champions for wifdcna

an
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and virtue are above noify curs, fhould fleep on till they are ar-
xefted by wim who fays, écboid, I come as a thief! how will
they then look upon their dumé dogs, that were jleeping, lying
down, loving to fiumber ! lfai. lvi. 10. Rev. xvi. 15.

Their {cheme is fo far from Un1on, that rhese be they awha
| Jeparate themyelves, fenjual, having net the jpirit.  They rejeft
 his operations, and turn off into tenfuality ; being fo oppofite
%o union with Jefus, thatthey turn all the precepts and penal-
! ties of the {criptures upon him, while they claim all the promiifes
' as their own ; and fo would make him to jerve with treir fins,
and aweary bim with tbeir iniquities. Hai. xliii. 24. 'lhey
defpife government. For aathority to command, and fubjects
to obey, or to1uffer for their difobedience, is the effence of all
government. No government can be maintained in civil ftates,
without appeals to God to avenge injuftice, perjury and un-
faithfulneis ; therefore the tcaching that his fword cannot be
drawn to another execution, is an attempt to tear. up all govern-
ment by the root.  Wounto them ; for they have gone in the away of

Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and
perifbed in the gainjaying of Core. 'lL'hele, and other parts of
their charalter, are to be feen in the fecond epiftle of Peter,
and in that of Jude. Wherein are alfo plain dire@ions to be-
lievers, how to guard againft them, to build up themfeives on
their moft holy faith, and to labour earneftly to pu/l fleepy fouls
oxt of the fire. ‘The anlearned and unfiable wreft the foriprures
anto their own diftrultion. 2 Pet. iii. 16. And who they are
may be clearly gathered from other paffages. For to love Ged
fupremely, and to love our neighbours as ourfelves, are the two
points whereon bang all the law and the prophets.  And to cover
Jelf-lowe with a form of godlinefs, is the prattice of thofe who are

© ever learning, and never able to cometo the knowledge of the truth.

Mat. xxii. 37—=40. 2 Tim, 1ii. 2, 5, 7. When Fclix the go-
vernor fent for a prifoner, and heard him concerning the faith in

Chrift, the fcene was fuddenly changed in fuch a manner, that
the governor was arrefled as a prifoner of divine juitice, by a
warrant which was ferved (fo to fpeak) by his prifoner. Felix
felt himfeif unable to yield thereto, which doubtlefs proved his
ruin.  Aes xxiv. 24—27. Such inalility is {o far from afford-
ing any jeft excufe, thatit is a foul-damning crime.  John iii.
38, 19, and v. 44—47. Chrit fays, if tiine ee be evil, thy
awhole body fhall be full of darknefs. If thercfire the light that is
in thee be darknefs, how great is that darknys! Mat. vi. 23. In
a very dark might glow-worms and box-fire will fhine to a con-
fiderable diftance; which in the day-light are found to bchl'w-

thing
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thing but daré infes and rottes wood. And is Relly’s fchema
any better ? \ e

Truth fays, there is one God, and one medidtor 6etwveer_5pad and,
man, the man Chriff Jefus. 1 Tim. 1i. §. Man is the offend-.
ing party, and the only way for reconciliation is through this
meaiator, whom God made fin for us, awho knew ne fin ; that we
might be made the righteoufne/i of God in bim. 2 Cor.v. 18—2z1.
And by him all that believe are {'ujz‘{fz’ed from all things, from awbich
they could not be juftified by the law of Mofes. A&ls xiit 39. Him
that believert on him that juflifieth the UNGODLY, HISs faith ir
counted for richteoufnefs. Rom.iv. 5. But the faith taught by
Relly is oppolite thereto, in the effential points following. 1.
The faith of the gofpel is byilt upon the free mercy of the
Father, through the merits of the Son, by the influences of
the Holy Spirit ; which is the only way of accefs to God. John
xiv. 6. Eph. ii. 18. But Relly fays, ¢ the nature and pro~
¢ perty of juftice is always its own rule. of afting; and it
¢ cannot admit of the innocent’s being punithed, nor of the
‘¢ tranfgreflor’s being acquitted.”” P. 4. If fo, then Chrift
could not have fuffered for fins, the jajt for the unjuft, that he

might bring us to God. 1 Pet. ni. 18. Therefore, 2, the faith"

of the goipel moves the believer to take all the thame to him=
felf, and ever to give all the glory of his. falvation to God, i
practice as well as pretence. Bat while Relly pr-t-uds to doy
1o, he in reality would have people cracify to themjelves the Somp
of Gud afrefl, anf put bim to an open fhame. For 1f juftice cana
not punite the innocent, he would have people treat Jefus as s
guilty perfon from day to day, fince he teaches them, as 1 have
proved, to turn all the precepts, threatenings and curfes of
fcripture upon him. And, under pretence of afcribing great
honor to Jefvs, Relly mentions Noah, Lot, Abraham, Sarah,
lofes, David, Sclomon, and Job, who arz honcrabiy {poken
cf in fcripture, while ftill their imperfeltions are expoled ; and
fays thercon, ¢ thofe men w re all types of Jefus, their chaa
"¢ ratters figurative of his.”” P. g3, But left he thould be ac
cufed from hence of making their viitucs no mote than figures,
he fays, ¢ thofe perfons were rcally what the feriptures fay
‘¢ they were, that is, gighteous, faithful, meek, holy, wife,
‘¢ patient, &c. without any exception ; they were {o in Chrift.””
P. 4. Thatis, as they were imperfe@t, they were types of
Chritt; but at the fame time they wete reallv perfedt in him ¢
I challenge all Relly’s admirers to make any betzer fenfe of his
word: than this if they can; which is fo oppofite to the truth
toat no priclt in Ifrael, who hadcany blemifh in his birih or ;;.:-r-
on,

|
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fon, might approach' to God’s altar. Levit., xxi. g=2zj.
hem. -1ii. 64, 66. And thofe who offered any creature
upon it that was defeflive, were curfed deceivers. Mal. 1.13, 14.
3. The faith of the gofpel teaches minifters rightly to diviie 1re
sword of truth, and to give each of their hearess their poriion o
Meat in due feafon. 2 Tim. ii. 15. Luke xil. 42.  But Relly,
through his whole treatife, takes paffages of icripture which
m?eculiar to the faimts, or the church of God which he hath
chofen oyt of the world, and applies them to all the haman race
without diftinction ; and his main ftrength lies in this confufiecn,
- together with an appearance of oppofing many dangerous errors.
And fays he, * where people are taught to ditlinguifh betwcen
¢ faints and finners, and to think themfelves holier than their
*¢ neighbours, it is net ftrange that they ufe them ill.—~And to
** talk of pra&ice, without keeping the avbsle law, is fuch a
¢ deception, where fcripture authority is admitted, yea or
“ even what reafon fuggefts of the nature of the divine Being,
“¢ as camnot be accounted for, but by the pride, bewitchery
““ and madnefs; which we are naturally involved in.” pPr.
Jace, p. 13. ,

But one fhort queftion may turn thefe charalters back upon
him who caft them out ; which is this; are fouls reconciled to-
God as his fubjeQs, or not " While he remuins the Sovereign of
the Univerfe, no rational foul can ever think, fpeak, ora& con.
trary to Lits holy law, without contralting guilt to itfelf; which
can only be removed by the atortement of Chrit, applied by
the Holy Spirit’; who calls us daily to pray, forgive urcur dibis,
&s we _forgive our debtors.  But Relly fays, “ we claim no good
“¢ out of him, nor «w:// we acknowledge the evil, forsfmuch as
¢« sn him we bawve dezn purged.” P.g53. 'T'his may well remind
us of them who fpeat evil of the things avbhich thiy kne-w mot § bur
Quvbat they knowv naturally as brute Leafls ; in thoje things they cor-
yupt themfelves. Jude 10. Oxen know their owners, and not
only coire daily to their mafters for food, but alio do thein
great fervice ; and fome will come many rods at a call or mo-
tion, and put their necks under thie yoke. A loud r=proof to
our difobedient fouls. Ifai.i. 3, 4. Jer. xxxi. 18~—z0. Th=
Jaft of thefe paffages pluinly opens the way of repentarce, and
how mercy is received and enjoyed. Agnain it is {aid, be thar
Selieveth not God, hath made bim a liar, bicaufe be believeth nee
2he rzcomd that God gave of bis Son.  And this is the record, thar
God hath given tous eternal life ; and this lifeis in bis Son. 1 Johu
v. 10, 11. *“ From whence itis plain (fays Relly) that he
** who believeth not, hath ¢ternal life given bhim thc‘ ‘Sta\ of

¢ God,
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¢ God, as fully as him who believeth ; elfe it doth not apietri
ow

“ how he could make God a liar, by not .believing ; nor

‘¢ the unbeliever can be cenfured for not believing what was not
¢ true.” P. 67. His whole fcheme turns upon this point;
thereforc let tha followirg things.be carefully obferved. ..

i

That all our righteoufne(s and ®freagth is in the Son; and bs .

shat Fach the Scic, hath life ; and be tbat bath ot .1oe Som of God,
tath rot life. 2. He who hath it, receives it by faith as a free
girt. 3., There are thyee that bear witnefs in careh, the fpirit, the
avater, and the blood b—Apd be that belioweth on the Som of Ged,
Faththe avitnefs 1N H1Ms2LP. 1 Jobn v. 8«=1z. Where then
is the proof that .Relly would draw from hence? Is not he a
{ar, in afferting that eternal lifc is 25 fully given to the unbe.
Jicver, 2s to the believer! Sin §s the worft of poifon, and can
caly be expelled by logking to the antetype of the brazen fer.
pent; and it is the fpirit only that enables any to look thereto;
and no other water could gemove filth, or hlood remove guilt,
ke the bg::ge which is now wrought in the believer. 2 Cor,

i 14—18.  And the fpirit itfelf beareth witpefi with qur Jpirie

2kar we are the childrex of Ged. But how came any to be fo?
Anfwer, ye were the feruants of fin ; but ye have obeyed from the
keart that form of doftrine which wwas delivered yox. Rom. vi.
1~, and viii. 16. Such are the only perfons that Paul fpeaks to
when he fays, reckon ye yourfelves to be dead indeed unto fin. Rom.
vi. 11. Which words Relly applies to fuch as have a full con-
fiicufnefs of the ¢ life and love of fin’* in themfelves, p. 49,
svhile he declares thofe to be the difciples of the falfe Chrnift,
who fay, ‘¢ I am converted, I telieve, I bear the fruits of the
*“ {pirit, I have the marks of gracein me.” P.g6. Thit
many {peak fo, who have not the truth in them, is readily
yranted 5 and alfo that great modefty and caution are called for
i fuch affairs. Yet God himfelf warns mea againft glory-
g in their wifdom, might, or riches; and requires his chil-
dren o glery in this, that they anderfland and know bim.  Jer. ix.
23, 24. 1 Cor. 1. 31,

Reily would be thought to be exceeding evangelical, and for
that end he expofes many dark legal things in qthers; and yet
he was fo oppofite to the gofpel way of falvation, as to declare
that God could not love any, but {fuch as ‘¢ he faw in a finlefs
‘¢ ftate—as branches hidden in the ftock—before their believ-
*fing, to render and preferwe them objefts aworrby of the divipe
““1ywc and fuvour.” P.34. This may do “~r dreamers; but
to fouls well awake, it is harder to be receiv han the belief
of tranfubftartiation : For a wounded fpirit wn. = bear? Sugh

&
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an one could more eafily believe, that what taftes like bread is
really fleth and blood, than to believe that Gd fees him to be
in a finlefs Rato, worthy of the divine favour. ‘'Thofe who thus
geach, like the Jewith lawyers, take away 142 key of krocledge.
Let the flore be ever fo full of bleflings, if the creature muft fee .
fomething to render him aworthy of the divine love before it is
opened, thofe who fec fin as it is muft fink in defpair. But
when the foul is brought to kuow that God bath mercy on avhom
be will bave mercy ; and has proclaimed the fame to the chief of
Sinners, and that Chrift died for bis enemies, and awhile they aere
Juch, v Tim. i. 15, 16. Rom. v. 8—10, this opens a glorious
dooe of hope.  Sin firit came into our world by calling 1n quet-
tion the verity of God’s fayings ; and it has prevailed by the
' fame means ever fince.  Gen. 1ii. 1. Deut. xxix. 19. Rom. iii.

4, and xi. 20. More of which we are now to conifider in ano-
gher pamph!et. ' | '

y Az Anjaver to Mr. Winchefrer,

In March, 1781, we were furprized with areport, that Mr.
¥Elhanan WincheRer, who went from hence the autumn pre-
ceding, had fallen in with Murray’s doctrine. This report he
b contridifted in letters to fome of his fricnds, which held many

“in fufpenfe about the matter, till he publithed a pamphlet upor
‘3tat Pinladelphia in September. I foon had a glance of it, bur
no opportunmty deliberately to perufe it till February, afte:
‘which was the firft ficht I had of Relly’s treatife. By compar-
‘ing them together, an effentiul difference appears betwixt them,
. though tending to much the fame end ; for Relly builds upon

an imaginary union with Jefus, bat Winchefter upon the bene-

volent ‘nature of the Deity. Relly declares fin to be an infinite
evil, deferving of infinite punithment ; but Winchefter t-eut, it

as a natural, and not a morzlevil ; as a calamity rather than a

crime. Relly holds that falvation is already compleat in Chritt,

fo as to exempt men from all future punithment ; but Winchef-
ter denies the need of Chrilt’s blood to appeafe any wrath in the

Deity, and holds it as a medicine to purge away diforders in

nature, which’are fo great as to require the fufierings cf many

ages before alt will beremoved.” Relly rather takes it for grant-
. «d that all menarein Chrift, than attempting any fair proof of
it ; but Winchefter ft:tes plain arguments upon it, and anfwers
objeftions. Relly’s fcheme did not permit him to fpcak of fal-
vation for devils ; but Winchefter’s points thereto.  Relly glo-
ries in his performance as a new difcovery, of which he had not
feen the like ; but Winchefter makes no (uchfretcmc, it being
a colle@ion out of myfic writers ; and iadeed it is in nature the

-~
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fame with the philofophy and vain Aeceit of the {fecond and third
centuries, which brought on the antichriftian apoftacy. .
Origen, in the third century, went a fiep further therein
than any in our land have yet done, as | have heard of. “‘En-
‘< chanted by the eharms of the Platonic philofophy, he fet it

““ yp as the teit of all religion.” Said ke, ¢ the fource of

““ inanv evils lies in adhering to the carnal or exteraa/ part of
““ {cripture. Thofe who do fo, fhall not attain to the kingdom
““ of Gou. Let us, taerefore, feek after the /pirit and fub-
<¢ ftantia. fruit of the word, which are hidden and myfierious.
¢ The icriptures are of little ufe to thofe- who wrnderftand them
*¢ as they are awritzen.””  Oneof the errors that thiscarried him
into was to fay, ¢ that the torments of the damned will have
““ an end ; and that as Chrit has been crucified in this world
¢ to fave mankind, he is to be crucified in the aext to fave
‘““ tnedevils*.” From this fource came the doétrine of monke-
ry, purgatory, prayers for the dead, and all the reft of the
corruptions and tyrananies of Rome. Well therefore did the
apoitle fay, to the chafte fpeufe of Chrit, I faar leff by any
means, as the ferpent begwiled Ecve through bis fubtilty, fo your minds
Jbould be coriupted from the Amplicity that is in Chriff. 2 Cor.
xi. 3. To admit of a duplicity of taeanringsin his word, which
cannot be learned from what is awrictes, by comparing one
place with anothes, /piritual things with Jfpiritual, railes fuch
mifts and clouds in the minds of men, as intercept between
them and the light of truth. And when any are refolved
to proceed in that way, difputes with them are as vain as it
would be to difpute with clouds carried abext of avinds, or with
raging avaves of the fea, foaming out their own fhame. 1 Cor.
1. 13, 14. Jude 12, 13. It is alfo forbidden, becaufe it
genders firifes 5 and the fervant of the Lord muft mot firive, but be
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in mecknefs infiralting
2hofe that cppoje themfelves, &c. 2 Tim.ii. 23—26. No won-
der then that an infpired apoftle cried, awbo is fufficient for thefe
things ! May all our eyes be to heaven for direéion, while we
attempt fomething of this nature.

Ye jball not furely die, faid the ferpent to our mother Eve:
Which the Baptitt church in Philadelphia publithed as an ob-
je&ion againft Mr. Winchefter’s fcheme, four months before
his pamphlet came out. Yet he pafled it over, till- he came
near to a clofe, and then faid, “‘ I hardly think that thofe
““ who make this objettion think it is any thing to the pur-
*“ pofe.”” P.g3. And after fome reafoning upon it he fays,

‘‘ now

® Mefbeim's Ecil, Hift, wal, 1. p. 219,233, 476, Dyblin edition,




22

Tde DoBrime of Univerfal Salvation refuted.

“* now let the candid unbiafled reader judge, who moft imi-
*¢ tate the ferpeft, thofe who believe and teach that all the
“¢ promifes of God fhall be fulfilled as they are fpoken, or thofe
“¢ who explain away almoft all their apparent meaning.” P. 5q4.
This is a proper key, to open the nature of the myftic {cheme,
All promifes that {uit them, muft be taken as they are fpoken ;
their literal apparent mearning muft- be carried beyond any re-
firitions ; and thofe who would explain and limit the fenfe, by
-the precepts thcy are connefted with, or by the hiftorical ant
prophetical parts of {cripture, will foon be cenfured asnot having
#¢ candid and unbiaffed minds.”” Of this the reader may take

tke following {pecimen.
| Trath fays,

1. In the beginning God
ereated the heaven and the
-earth. And the earth was
without form, and void ; and
darknefs was upon the face of
tke deep. Gen. 1. g, 2.

2. Through faith we under-
#tand thatthe worlds were fram-
ed by the word of God, fo that
things which are feen avere not
wxade of things which do appear.
Heb. xi. 3.

3. Let all the earth fear Je-
HHovaH ; let all the inhabi-

tants of the world ftand in awe
of him: For he fpake, and it
was done ; he commanded, and
it ftood faft. He ftretcheth
out the north over the empty
pHice, and hangeth the earth
upon nothing. Pfalm xxxiii.
%, 9. Job xxvi. 7.

4. lam JEnovaH, and there
s none elte. Iform the light,
and create darkne{s; I make
peace, and create evil; I Je-
‘#ovan do all thefe things.
ifai. xlv. 6, 7.

‘Winchefter {ays,

1. When Elohim manifefled
nature at firft, it was puré,
tranfparent, heavenly {ubftan-
tiality, defcribed asa fea of g/ayi
mingled awith fire ; into which
all matter muft finally return,
through various procefles of re-
finement. P. 4.

2. Out of this mature God
created hoits of angels.—They
were glorious images of the Dei-
ty—manifefted in nature, by
the threefold properties of fire,
light, and fpint.  P. 4.

3. Lucifer,turninghis ffroeng
ewill towards the firtt properties
of life, awakened wrath in na-
ture ; and fourd himiclf fhyt
up in his own chains of dark-
nefs, together with his legione,
who joined with him in his re-
bellion. P. 4.

4. Thus we can account for
the earth being without form,
and void ; and darknefscover-
ing the deep ; a ftate which had
no p-fibility of exiftence, till the
fall of angels had introduced it
in{o their gingdom, P. 4.

Truth
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Truth fuys, .

¢. And the Lerd God form-
€d man of the du ! of the ground,
and breathed into his noftrils
the breath of iife. The firit
man was of the earth, earthy.
Gen. ii. 7. 1 Cor. Xv. 47.

6. Male and female created
he them; and God blcfled
them, and faid un:o them be
fruitful, and multiply, and re-
plenith the earth. And they
were both naked, the man
and his wife, and were not
athamed. Gen. i. 27, 28, and
H. 25.

2. Out of the grourd made
she Lord God to grow every
‘tree—the tree of life alfo—and
the tree of knowledge of good
and evil. Gen. 1i. 9.

8. Of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil, thou fhalt
not eat of it ; for in the day
that thou eateft thereof, thou
fhalt furely die. Gen.i. 17.

9. Marriage is honorable in
all, and the bed undefiled ; but
whoremongers and .adulterers
God wilt judge. Take heed
to your {pirit, and let none deal
treacheroufly againgt the wite
of his youth. Heb. xiii. 4.
Mal. i1. 15,

10. God worketh all things
after the counfel of his car
ww:i/l. Why doft thou ftrive
aguaintt him ? for he giveth not
account of any of hii maiters,

Eph.i. 3,11,

Winchefter fays,

~. As his foul was pure, fo
was his body—Iluminous, agile,
Jpiritual, as the refurreion bo-
dies thall be. Fire could not
burn, nor water drown him.
P. s.

6? The pure virgin of the
wifdom of God, tta:t was the
wife of his youth, from whom
by his fall he was fcparated.
— He fhould have fet his
will entirely towards the divine
wvirgin, and not have lyfed af-
ter the animal life. P, 5. 6.

7. Strong lufting, by virtue,
of the great power A had
over the earth—brought forth'
the tree of death. P. 6.

8. No fooner had this tree
{fprung up, but the mercitul
God gave him warning of it,
cl:)harging him not to twuch it.

. 6.

9. To prevent (if poflible)
his faliing into the beattial life,
or in cafe of the completion of
his fall, to provide a remedy,
God feparated the female part
from him, and formed a wo.
man. P.6.

10. His trial was not arki-

trarilyimpofed by God.—After -

feting before them the ftate
into which they had fallen,
and the confequences, which
were inevitable, ard not arbi-
trarilydenounced ; he proceed-
ed 10 this—71 will put enmity,

e Fonr Truth

¢
i

|
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Truth fays,

11. I avill have mercy on
whom [ «vsll have mercy, and
I avil! have compaflion on
whom I aw:i// have compaflion.
My counfel fhall ftand, and [
evi/l do all my pleafure. Rom.
ix. 15. Ifai. xlvi. 10.

12. The awreth of God is
revealed from heaven againft
all ungodlinefs, and unrighte-
o'ufneis of men, who hoid the

truth in snrighteoufnefs. Rom. 1.

18

Winchefter fuys,

11. Here we fee there is no.
thing arébitrary ; all is natural
threughout the whole procefs-;
nothing can rife up but accord-
ing to the pofhbilities of natare.
—Punifthment is never an aréi-
trary infliCtion upon the finner.
R.g, 16.

12. Fury, wrath, or anger,
can never dwell in the fountain
of love, but are asly to be found
in fallen nature, feparated from
the life of God. P. 3.

How could any man talk at this raté, who pretended to regard
the trath of fcripture, if he was not iavolved in a great miit of
darknefs ! And fince his defign led him to fay fo much about the
original of things in general, and of darknefs in particular, a
few queftions that God once put to a better man than he is, calt
for his notice. Says God, Who is this that darkencts coxnfel, by
WORDS WITHOUT KNOWLEDGE ! Where awaff rhou whex I
laid the foundations of the earth ? declare, 2{' thow baf} underfland-
tug. Where is the way where light davellett # and as for darknefs,
avbere is doe place theresf ¢ Job xxxwiii. 2==19. Such queftions
brought Job to cry, I abbor myself, and repent_in duft and afbes.
And may the writer before us {oon meet with {o happy achange !
‘To promote which, or if not, to hold up light to others, I fhall
attempt bricfiy and plainly to explain the nature of this myftery
of iniquity. Some may think that what hc has written is {o ab
furd, that it deferves no notice ; and did all fee the fame as it
s, 1 thould be of their mind. But the cafe is far otherwife.
The turning points in both cf thefe pamphiets have canfed the

reateft controverfies that the world or the church have ever
Eecn perpiexed with. -

The voord arbitrary fignifies <* whatever depends upon one's
¢¢ own awill and pleafure, any thing that may be done without
¢c giving an account of to another*.”’ And for men to affume fuch
apoweroncecveranother,is veryodious and pernicious; andwhy?

~ becaufe darknefs and corrupiion prevail moit terribly in fallen

nature. Fury, wrath and anger, make moft horrid work in

the world ; and the ruling powers of the earth have ofien adted

more like beatts than men, fur thele fifteer hundred years;

e yea
® Dycbe's Didicnary, at the word ariirary.
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yea, like the worft fort of beafts; leopdrds, bears, and lions.
Rev. xiii. 2. And who can think of attributing any thing of
like nattire amtoGod | Our feeble minds thrink away, and would
tather believe almoft aay thing elfe, than to entertain fuch
thoughts within us. How can a Being of infinite goodnefs and
love make any creature, who fhall be miferable without end ?
How can any, who teceive great favours from the mediation
and merits of Chrift, be eternally loft? And how can it be juft
with God to damn men fotever for not believing his gofpel,
tvhen Adam in innocerncy could have flo idea of atonement for
the guilty; or cleanfing for the fithy? Rather than anfwer
either of tlicfe queftions in the affirmative, men will rack their

invention, and ftrain theifr thinking powers to fuch a degree, -

that, like our firaining our fight by looking upon the fun, wé
tannot fee the plaineft obje@s. This is often thé cafe with
myflic writers, and is very confpicuous in Mr. Winchefter,
And, while he has broken himfelf againft the rock moft tetribly,
many feriotis perfons feel a trembling about the matter, not
knowing what will be the confeqaence. _ | '

Having read his text, which is Gen. iil. 15, he fays, ¢ thefe
*¢ words contain the fitft opening of the glorious gofpel day to
b gaor loft man.—In ordet to have proper ideas ofg the glorioug
¢« Deity, we muft confider him as a Being poffeffed of infinite
‘* wifdom, power, ahd goodnefs.”” But immediately goes on
to deny that fury, wrath, of anget, could ever dwell ini him 3
for, fays .he, ¢ wherever futy is found, felfithriefs, envy and

. ﬁﬁde; are joined therewith: Thefe ate the four elements of

ell, or fallen natute, and mutuaally genetate each other.™
P. 3. Al this is in onhe pagé, at his beginning. But as we
muft look cautioufly towards tlie fun, if we would enjoy its
light and benefits, inftead of beihg fo hafty in determining

what is not in God, let us look a lttle into ourfelves, Isit.

poflible for a man to love his wife, children or friends,-withe
out hating the wretch that would thurdet them? And is it

pofilble for any foul tolove tfuth and goodnefs, withotit hatin

deceit and cruelty ? And are not love arid hatred alls of will
And when we atre enabled to accomplith any work we engage
in, are we not pleafed with it ? Yea, and if the work be right,
is it not right to be pleafed with it? And, if wicked wretches
oppofe what is right, is it not right to hate fuch oppofition 2
ow then could a man read thofe words of God, I i/l put e«
mity, and then go on and aflert four times over in his fermon;
that there was nothing arbitrary, that is, nothing of «vi// or
pleafure in the whole affair! Adam’s trial was not arbitrary, the
phrcatening was not arbisra?;. the remedy was nos aroitrary,
an
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‘and punifhment upon finners is not arbitrary! Immediately
~after the laft of thefe aflertions, he fays, ‘< Oh, would they
| ¢ confider that the fcripture never reprefents the atonement

- ¢ of Chrift, as intended to quench or put out a wrath that was

“¢ rifen in the Deity ; but to break the power of death in us,
“¢ and to overcome the wrath of falkn nature; to raife a new
¢¢ life in our fouls, and to hring both fallen nature and creatuges
¢ back into their firlt Rate of purity and perfelion.” To

. confirm which he fays, ‘¢ it was evident when our Saviour

“¢ died, that his blood had a phyfical power over nature, by the
¢¢ effells it produced, in caufing the carth to fhake, the rocks

. %< to rend, and the graves to open.”” P. 16. Before this he

had mentioned our Saviour’s warning againft deceivers, wjo
cried, lo, here, or lo, there. Luke xvii. 20, z1. Upon
which Wincbeiter fays, ‘‘ here Chrift himfelf cailed the Pha-
¢ rifees to behold, that the kingdom of God was avithin them ;
*¢ and if within thofe, who are elfewhere called ferpents and
*¢ vipers, and threatened with the damnation of hell, then cer-
*¢ tainly in all mankind. This divine feed is the only begin-
‘¢ ning and poffibility of a new life; and unlefs the means of
¢ grace,can reach that hidden fpark, they can do us no good.
®¢ And it is alfo certain, that unlefs there was a2 feed hidden in
®¢ our fouls, capable of being raifed up by the power and at-
€< tration of Chrift, nothing from without could take any
#¢ effe@ upon us, or raife up the divine life in xs, any more
¢¢ than the fun, air and water, of this world, could caufe a
®¢ flint to vegetate like a corn of wheat, or any other feed.’’
P. 8, 9. Heisfo far from denying that God has a will, that
Ae fays he ‘¢ continually manifefts a will of infinite goodnefs
#¢ towards all his creatutes, according to their various circum-
®¢ ftances ; fecking theiy recovery and compleat reftoration.’
P. 3. Without which he fays, *¢ the good news which Chrift
*¢ commanded to be preached to every creature is mockery,
®¢ infult, and infincerity.”” P. 7.

Here is a lively fpecimen of myftic philofophy, and myftic di-
winity. And it has two things in it, that are very charming to
many. Oneis, thatit is calculated to guard againft thinking
that either God or man a& with bad defigns towards each other,
The other is, that it raifes a hope that they will 21l be reconeiled,
and come into perfe agreement and happinefs at laft ; netwith-
fanding very bad things have inevizably interrupted their peace,
and made dreadful works between them, which are not likely
to be all removed for many ages to come. If fo great a good
can be obtained, who would not exert all his powers to promote

it, and to guard againf shings that contradi@ it, and woulc‘!b ol;
. u
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gructit? As [ take it, thefe arc the principal caufes for the
pprevalence of that fyftem in the world, for fo long a time, and
to fo great a degree; and alfo why thofe whq appear againk
‘§t are called noify curs, and by many other hard names. But
when men have done ‘their beft, and done their worft, one great
difficulty has ftill lain in their way, which they never could re-

move, and it is not likely thag they ever will. And thatis, that
God has faid, I will put enmsty between the tawo feeds ; and there
it remains, in fuch a fixed manner, that the labours of near
fix thoufand years have not removed it, nor brought the twe

arties a whit gearer together than they were when the war
tcgan. Neither is it within my power to believe, that the
enmity will ever be removed to cternity. And I think that
Paul wa; of the fame mind. Rom. ix. 13—23. And it ap-

pears that the fame objeitions were then made againft his doc '

trine, as are often sade in this day ; which all centre to this
point, avhy doth be yet find fault? for wbho bath even refifted bis
avi/l # If he doth his will and pleafure through the univerfe,
and is not ohliged to give us any better reafon therefor than be-’
eaufe (o it feemed good in bis fight, Mat. xi. 26, then why does
be find fault with any for alting as they pleafe? Since thefe
things have perplex th:nﬁreatc& minds, and puzzled the
greateit capacities upon earth, it certainly becomes fo poor &
creature as the writer is to proceed with great reverence,
and caution. B

In the firft place I take notice, that the arguments upon this
{ublime fubje@® are generally from the lefs againf? the greater s
but that there have been a few in every age, who have argued
from the lefs fo the greater ; and the latter appears the prefera-
Rle way to me, efpecially when I fee what approbation my

Saviour gave to it. When he was perfonally upon earth, &

Roman captain had a fervant that was dear to lum, who was |

taken fick ; therefore the captain fent to Jefus for his help,
- which he was ready to grant; upon information whereof the

captain fent again, faying, Lord, trouble nat thyfelf, for I am

sot worthy that thou fhoxldeft enter under my roof. Wherefore mei-
ther thought I myfelf aworthy to came unto thee : But fay in a word,
and my firvant fhall be bealed. For I alfo am a man fet under

&uthority, bawing under me foldiers, and I fay unto ome, go, and’ :

be goeth ; and to another, come, and be cometh ; and to my fervant,

do this, and he doth it. Lukevii. 6—~8. Nowit appears to me-
that the captain, likeother rational men, received the thinking-

xcafoning faculty m a natural way ; but I am perfuaded that he
bad not fo much as the feed of this way of reafoning, till it was

Liven bim from above.  And the foregoing treatifc of Mr. Relly,,

con
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confirms this fentiment ; fince, as has beea obferved, after all
. his high notions of union, he denies the poflibility of God’s
! loving any but foch as he faw auvorthy of it.  If fo, the Roman
. captaln could not have been highly commended by Jefus, for
. twice over denying that him{elf was avorthy of God’s free fa-
. wours. And | remember that a perfon of good credit in old
- times faid, O Lord, ‘I know that:the way of man is nst 1N R1M-~
s8LF. Jer. x. 23. And that another, by E'ood ‘anthority,
~ called the finner to forfake kis avay and thoughts, and to furi
| #0 H1M, whofe thoughts and aways are as bigh above ours, as the
. heavens are above the earth. Ifai. lv. 7—~9. And, if [
. miftake not, the very.nature of faith carries us off from felf;
’ ta.the truth of another; from trufting in an arm of fleth, t6
. ta@ft wh Uy in the Lord. And pesfons of a contrary charaéter
Jo¢ not.whes good cometh.  Jer. xvii. ‘5, 6. !
»This was the cafe with the Pharifees, Thouagh they were at
tie bead of the only church of God then in the world, yet they
were ready to liften to the lo, here, or lo, there, of deceivers,
as the time when the promifed Meflah was aithin them ; or in
the midf of them, as others render the words. "He was the
within that church, perfeQly obeying all the laws which Goz
had given to it, and fulfilling the prophecies concerning him.
By his kingly power he daily caufed’ the blind to fee, the lame
to walk, lepers to- become clean, the deaf to heat, the dead to
live, and the poor to have the gofpel preached to them. " Alf
which gave offence to thofe who imagined that they had an inbe-
| gemt powir to walk to the temple, to cleanfe themfelves, to
hear and live. 'Mat. xi. 3—19. ' If the feed fpoken of in the
furf premife of falvation, meant any intelle@tual power in every
| $yan, no reafon can be given for its being called the feed of the
awoman, the wealter veflel. ' But when we fee Jefus, who was
hora of a virgin, without the knowledge of man, the words
appear full of important meaning. To prepare his way in
"!ﬂacl, all flefh was cried down as fading.grafs ; yea, as lefs than
- mething, and wamity, before him. And Peter affures us, that
dowls arc born agais of this feed. Ifai. xl. 6—17. 1 Pet. i.
23—3¢. The change is wrought by receiving avith meeknefs the
. dngrafied word. 'james i. 21. Each metaphor befpeaks and
. Vytal upion with the truth we were ftangers to before®*. And
it might as well be argued, that a woman may bear children
. wjthout the knowledge of man, or that a“rich foil can bear
- wheat without fowing any therein, as that any foul c:}n b:
. o aved :

* - Relly /hm to be fond of the fimilitude of the wine and its
branches; b bis idear rofe mo bigher than ** native 6ra:;be:.’f"
o i * 22.
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faved without fupernaigs! revelation. The angels of light faw
much more of G'gd, after he was manifeft in the fuf§, han they
ever did before. 1 Tim. iii. 16. Lph. ili. 10; 1.
Madnefs muit it then bé in fallen men, to fot tp reafon agai
the word of od! But,

1. now can it be, that 2 God of infinite love fhould give
eciitence to any creatures who fhall be miferable without end ?
If any afk this queftion without due fear and reverence, let themy
turn and contider how they can anfwer God’s queftions %a
them. " Ifai. xl. 12—~28. Rom. ix. 20~—33. The command
is, lot all things be done dscently and in order ; but this word lag
oftcn been perverted, to promote the greateft diforders upon
earch. ~ Glafs is she Lbeft medium we have to let light into o’
dwellings, and fre will penetrate into rocks, and break them
to pieces. Therefore thele metaphors are made afe of to reprea
fent the excellency of the word of Ged. z Cor. iii. 18, aad
iv. z=—4. Jer. xxiii. 2g.” When the earth iatercepts ‘
us and the fun, it is dark in our windows, as well as elfe
where. And fuch is the effe®, whea human inventions, os
any earthly objet, gets between our fouls and the Soa of

righteoufnefs. - The number of the beaffis the sxmbe? of aman 3

and John faw ai if were a fea of ghfs mingled with Sre; andy
thofe who.had gotten a compleat vittory over that stumber ftand..
ing thereon, baving the barps of Ged.  And they fing the fong
of Mofes, lawgiver to Ifracl, and the fong of the Lamb, who
is our lawgiver, judge, and king. Rev. xiii. 18, and xv. 3,
. Iai. xxxiii. 22.° A5 it awere, plainly fhews that the words
are to be taken in a figurative fenfe; bue the myftics take themy
literally, for the matrer that angels and men were .made out of {
This confounding of matter and mind together, is no little
of myftery Babylon. Though a fill more horrid part is, m

confounding of creatures with - their Creatar ! Fise, B‘htg andy

animal fpirits, areall objels of fénfe: Yet the myfhcs lﬁl’z
that they are imagés of the Triune God. P. 4. Thisis

oppofite to truth, that he faid to Ifrael, ys foes ne manser of
_ﬁl;zilitzde on the day that the Lord fpaks unto yox in Horeb, ot ‘z

P. 22. Wbereas woe can baws ne good bope hvondh grare, wvithens: i

being ingrafied contrary to natwre, fo e # fland by faith.

Rom. xi. 20, 24. Ne branch cas prow anid be fouitfidl, but by mion-

azd communismn avith the wines asd Chriff affures s boww thatis..

For, fays b, if ye keep:my commandments, ye fhalt abide in: |

my love; even as I have kept mLFlthQ’a-mqndnﬂ”.
aud abide ia his love. bis-is holdiag-the-head. Prifefors off
a_cemtrary charaler «will be caft into the flamese /6, XXVile
f‘.xlo yﬂba &Y, 6. 10, Gl u, 10, 13e h

P
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the midf of the fire ; take byed therefore If Jye corrupt yourfelves.
Deut. iv. 15, 16. Yet men, even to this day, are ﬁewitchcd
with fuch coquptions. The conceit that drvime wi/dem was,
Adam’s firft wife, and that meats and a woman were afterwards
given him to fatisfy his /ufs, and to prevent worfe evils, car-
ried many gloomy heads, in eaftern climes, away from human
. fociety, and the duties thereof, into folitary places, in fearch
after that wifdom. By degrees this was improved into nun-
meries, celibacy of the clergy, and their arbitrary prohibition,
of meats—Canons which were often difpenfed with for mo-
mey ; and meats and women were allowed of, to prevent worfe
evils. Thus masy departed from the faitk, giving ﬁcd_ to feducing
'z:'rin, and dolrines of devils ; [peaking lies im hypocrify, baving
eir confcicnce feared with a bet iron : Ferbidding to marry, and
commanrding to abflain from meats, which God bath created to be
Yeceived awith thank[giving of them who believe and knoaw the truth.
1 Tim. iv. 1—3. =~~~ ' -
- A fpirit can think, fpeak and a&; and the alions or
works of God are evidently intended by his éack parts, which-
are plainly feen by believers, though no man can fer bis face
and live. Exod. xxxiii. 20—~23. When acreature’s thoughts,
‘words and altions, exactly agree together, he exhibits the.
brighteft image of God that wcinow of ; buttotalk one thing,
while they think and act the reverfe, is precifely the image of
the devil. A notable inftance hereof appecars in a company
from Europe, with a2 woman at their head, who began openly
#wo years ago to propagate the above do&rinc of devils 1n the
county of Albany, with great~powver, ﬁg:u, and lying avcnders.
2 Thefl. 1i. 7—12. They prevailed fo far thereby laft fummer,
as to make their head-quarters at Harvard, in Worcetter
county, at a houfe where Shadrach Ireland had becn at the
head of a like delufion for many years before. The deflrine,
both of Balaam and gczcbcl, was to draw people into fen-
{uality, and worfhip obje@s of fenfe. To feduce my jfervants,
fays Jefus, to comm:: fornication, and to eat thirgs jacrificed unto
idols. Rev. i1, 14—~20. The reafon why God has to exaétly
defcribed thefe, and all other events, in his word, even from
the beginning of time, is this, fays he, éacaufe I knew thee that
tbou avaft obflinate, and thy neck aniron finew, and thy brow brafs.
Left thou Bouldeft fay, mine idol bath done them, &c. Ifai. xlviii. 4, .
In general their idols are their owm imvemtions. Some have
gain for their god, others their belly ; and, to eafe their con-
wirnces, many have their ido/ fepherds ; truft other men to fee
for them. Eph. v. 5. Phil. iii. 19. Zech.xi. 16, 17. And
the sartheft thal human inveation could ever go in this refped,
: Wiy
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w2 to facrifice their fons and their daugbters umto dewils, Plalm evi,
35-=39. Mic. vi. 7. And itis 2 mean piece of dithonefty for
any to fteal a finer drefs than this for human wifdom, ftom thé
divine oracles, and then to ufe tite fame againft the infallible
infpiration of the book they took it from. Thelfe things being
premifed, I come to offer a dire& anfwer to the above queltion.

As the powers of thinking and choice are effential to all im-
mortal fpirits, they muft neceflarily defire the knowledge and
enjoyment of the beft good ; and 2s all finite knowledge is bound-
ed by certain limits, they would ever be liable to err, if they
had not fome fufficient guard againft it. And the beft guard
which we can coaceive of, is to have the infinite excelleney of
all God’s perfetions difplayed before us in the cleareft light,
fo as fully to demontftrate, that every defirable good is to be en-
joyed in the way of obedience ; and that difobedié¢nce to him is
infinitely hateful and dreadful. The more deeply thefe ideas
are fixed, and the ftronger the perfuafion is that he cannot érrs
and that all his requirements are holy, juft and good, the more
earneft will be the defire to know and do his will continually.
Mutual efteem and confiderce conftitute the ftrength and happis
uefs of any community. Delufion has often done much this
way ; but what difcord and refentment has erifued, when the
deceit has been dete@ed! Who then can tell how ftrong thé
bond of peace is, where a full affurance is granted of eternal
fecurity againft any fuch thing! As I take it, all the facred
volume, and every event that has ever happened in the univerfe,
have been ordered fo by infinite wifdom, as forever to fix thefé
ideas in every believing mind, and the endlefs torments of the
wicked anfwer the fame end ; and reafon moft furely teaches,
that none could defire to break God’s laws, or to negle® his
grace, if they did not imagine to get fome good, or to avoid .
fome prefent evil, by fo dong.

2. Since Adam ininnocency could have no idea of atonement
for the guilty, or cleanfing for the filthy, how can his fallen
children be juitly damned for not believing tha gofpel ? Anfwer,
divine revelation was the only means whereby Adam knew that
he ought not to eat of the forbidden tree ; and nothing is more
contrary to the law of fupreme love to God, than a difbclief of -
his teftimony. And in every nation where his gofpel has come,
he has given fufficient witneffes of its verity ; and if we receive
the witnefs of men, the witnefs gf God 1s infinitely greater.
His witnefles, it is true, have long prophefied in fackcloth; that
is, men and devils have caft a difagreeable covering over them ;
but I truft the timeis haftening, when it fhall be taken entirely
off. Permi; me therefore to mako a little attempt towards {z

y | defiradle
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'deﬂrable an en?. Though many pretend that the do&rine of
| $he Trinity is fuch as we cam bave no intelligible ideas of ; yet
| Delievers know the contrary. For, take away the faccefion of
| $ime, and the mode wherein earthly relations commence, which

ave no place in the Deity, and we may ealily coriceive of 3
- Father and Son perfely equal i capacity and excellency, with
'fach an onenefs in nature, and peculiarity of relation. as no
'others have ; and alfo that they ﬁve theit breath or fpirit by
Wwhich they a. And whes the Jews pretended that Jefus had

ut one witnefs, which is not a fuflicient proof in law, he an.
| them, %y appealiné to the worés done by him and his
Father, which demonftrated his divine miffion ; and which were
~@one for this endy thur all men foould boxor the Som, EVEN ar
%&m the Fatber. John v. 17—37.. Thofe works were all
| ed by the Holy Spirit, which 1 take to be the reafon why
thole who, againft light, with a defpiteful mind, afcribed his
‘ﬁd evorks 10 & bad cayfe, could never have forgivenefs, neither

this world nar ia the world to come. Mat. xii. 24—132.
Heb. x. 29, which, by the way, is a moft explicit teftimony
againfl the conceit of yniverfal falvation. .

Witnefles are to prove paints that are difpoted; and ever
fince the ferpent ailed Eve, the greateft conteft has been
#pon thefe two points, viz. whether all that God fays is true P
- @t if true, how it cap be ? New the cleareft light which
& ever been held up in this dark world about thefe matters;

been in and by the church of God, reprefented in the old
ent by one candleftick, and in the new teftament by two.

he twelve patriarchs conftituted the firf, and the twelve
dpoftles the other ; and both incorporated together feem to be
intended by the twenty-four elders; as the four beafts or living
ereatures mean their minifters in the four quarters of the carth.
This united candleftick ftands upon the holy writings ; and the
tmtles appear to be paut firft, becaufe they explain the pro-
E ; which order appears both in the firit building of the
iftian church, and alfo in her triumph over myftery Baby-
lon. Ep.ii.20. Rev. xviii. 20. The veil that Babyloa has
drawn over the nations, has been principally by darkening the
truth with old teftament figures, inftead of explaining them by
hew teftament light. That none can fee Chriits kingdom
without regeneration, and that no ftriving about who fhall be
greateft can be allowed of therein, are two of the moft effential
articles in his kingdom. Every thing therefore of a contrary
nature, which any have called religion, has been a veil and
¢overing over the natioas, to fhut out the light of trath. The
- Fathes’s love is av free aa water, and as beacficial too ;baﬁsl thé
- | obecdicnce
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obedience and blood of the Son demonftrate that it flows to men
in a way of perfe&t fruth and equity ; and it is the Holy Ghoft that -
difcovers and commanicates thefe-infinite bleflings ; thefe I takge
to be intended by the three witnefles in 1 John v. 8. Aad the
works of the Father and the Son, wrought by the Holy Gho#t, I
believe are intended by the two witnefles, and the golder oil, which
they empty into the church oxt of themfelves. Foritis set by might,
ror by power, but by mx Spavix, faith the Lovd of bofis. i:ch . 1%,
3—i4. Rev. xi. 3~rg. Andevery unbeliever frives againtt, and
rcfiffs this fpirit; for which therefore the &nally impenitens wall
tuitly be danined. Gen. vi. §. A&ls vii. §1. For, fays God, sbey
baid fa/? decodt, they refufe to return.. Through deceil theyrefufe to Anow
mc. jer. viil. §, and ix. 6. - They love darknefs rather than light.
Aud when aregard to srath and eguity is eatirel( that outby meain
power, the witnefles appear to be killed. Ifai. hix. 8. -

3. But how can any perith who have received great benefits by
Chrift’s mediation and merits ? Can he tofe any that he has bonght 2
2 Pet.ii. 3. This is a text that Mr. Winchefler lays ftrefs upom.
P.32. Butlethim remember that the fame word is ufed in the pro-
phetic fong of Mofes, concerning fome who did not efcape divire |
wvengeance, which Paul applies to fuch as fin wiélfully and fpitefully, af-
ter receiving the dnewledge of the truth, &c. Deut. xxxil. 6, 33. Heb.
x. 26—29. And thofe whom God faved out of Egypt, and yet affs
terward defiroyed for their unbelief, are named as xleading evidence .
againft men who turn grace into lafcivioufnefs. Jude 5. . Indeed
what good is there in this lower world which does nat came by the
mediation and merits of Chrift ? By fin every favour was forfeited,
and he is the Saviexr of all men, ‘?‘jxialb thefe that believe. 1 Tim. |
iv.10. The rock which all Ifracl drank of was Chrift. 1 Cor. x. ,
4,5. And it was \W fpirit of Chriff that preached in Noak, when
the long fuffering of God waited upon the old world ; who were fi-
rits in prifon, when Peter wrote his firft epiftle. '3 Pet.i. 11, and 1i.
19, 26. Which words were perverted by aatichrift, to prove the
doctrine of purgatory, and are now brought to prove genersl
falvation. But Chrift aflures gs, that if any one is not recon-
ciled before he be caf into prifon, he fhall by xo smeaws come ot
thence, till be has paid the uttermoft farthing. Mat. v. 25, 26. Com-
mon falvations to all, as well as fpecial ones to believers, are all from
Chrift; and to conceit that the former are to be looked for elfe-
where, has ruined multitudes. We are warned againft oppoficion of
Science, falfely fo called. Th=~ conceit, that fcience for time,
fcience for eternity, are oppofite things, is a moft fatal delufion. :
1 Tim. iv. ;==~9, and vi. 1—=21. Do not err, my beloved brethren, |
every good gift comes from the Father of lights. Jam. i. 16, 17, |
and iv. 13—17. ‘The prinice of darknefs could not touch 2 hoof of
Job’s cattle, nor of the Gadarenes fwine, without divine permiffion ;'
and that was exally limiced, an% alfo over-ruled for great go?:a
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Job i. 10, 12, and xlii. 10—~12. Luke viii, 32—~39. What fools
then are sll they who yield to deceit and crueley (which is worthip-
| ping the devil) to obtain any earthly good ! In the fecond and third
~ centuries he prevailed with Chriftian teachers to adopt it as a max-
. 3m, that it was a virtue to deccive and lie tor a good end. And in
the fourth century Conftantine was drawn into this fcheme ; when
- they added, thatit was avirtue to inflik temperal penaltics, and cor-
. poral tortures, for the fame end. And this veil has been fpread
- over the nations ever fince. Indeed it would have fpoiled the de-
. #ign, 10 have proclaimed it to all the people. Much pains were
. taken to keep it as a fecret, betwixt civil and religious officers.
| But the terrible fhakings that have lately taken place, in earthly
. ftates, and religious communities, havedifcovered this deceit, and
- caufed mens hearts to fail them. For if a2 man may lie for a good
" end, he muft neceffarily be the judge of that end ; therefore when it
. 3s perceived that he a&s upon fuch a principle, othegs never know
" when to believe him, nor how to truft him. And what diftrefs
does this now caufe through the world! This leads me to a glo-
. rious promife, which Mr. Winchefter builds much upon, in hi:
arguments againft us, viz. dearh fpall be favallowed up in victory.
God being the fountain of life, the firit {cnfe of the word death
3s lofs of anion and communion with him.: Three poiats are mogt
&rongly aflerted of his chara&ler, which are, thatit is impefféle for
_ him to Ve, to deny bimfelf, or to emtice any into {in. -2 Tim. ii. 13.
Heb. vi. 18. Jamesi. 13. Every thing that happens of this nature
| proceeds from fallen angels, and fallen men, who are much alike.
“The fecond fenfe of the word death is the diflolution of our bo-
dies, including the means of it, as difordersin ourfelves, and vio-
. Jence from others... Murder and lying form the charaéter of the devil
. and his children. John wiii. 44. . And thcir,*i‘&ion of juft punith-
ment therefor, compleats.the full fenfe of thofe dreadful terms,
death and bell, as they are ufed in fcripture. . And the indulgence
of known deceit and cruelty appears to be the covenant with death,
. and agreement with hell,. that.fcorunful men in power have often
" 3magined to fecure themfelves by. .Such have frequently treated
the warnings of truth with smockery ; and thereby the éands of many
have been made firong. .They reafon thus, #s wot the Lord among us ?
- mome evil can come upon us.. From anegative propofition they ferm a
fitive conclufion. . For any foul to profefs that Chrift is i» bir,
and that he has the avitnefs of it in bimfe!f, this they cannot endure,
. and why ? becaufe, if that be neceflary and attainable, .I am con-
demned without it, and in negle@ of it.  Self-defence, therefore,
moves them to oppofe fuch things, and to fay, awben the overfloring
Jeourge fhall pafs through, it fball not come unto us. . But God has
| promifed to eftablith the mountain of bis 4su/e above all fuch pow-
exs, and to make a glorious feaft theie. Even a feaft which fhail

gavfe many nations io fw thereto, as frecly as the waters ever
) ' ran

e
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ran ; with this language, come and let us go up to the mountain of the |
Lord, and to the boife of the God of Faceh, and be will teach us of n1s
avays, and awe avill avalk in u1s patbs. The effe€t whereof will ba
the turning of fwords into infiruments of agriculture, and bringing
wars to an end. The covering and we:/ over the nations fhall be
deftroyed, and death fwsgllowved up in villery. 1 Johnii. 21, and ity |
14. Prov. viii. 36. lfi. xxv. 6, 7, and xxviii. 14—22. Micah iii.
11, and iv. 1—5. The only lawful ufe of tne fword before is ta '
defend the injured againit thofe who would surt or deffroy. Ifai. xi. |
9, 10. Rom. xiii; 1—10. - To the redeemed death will then be
entirely fwallowed up ; their enemiies all be difarmed and fubdued,
and their forrows turned into joy. Mal. iv. 1=3. 1 Cor. xv.
54=—58. But at the fame time God will lay judgment to the line,
and righteoufnefs to the plammet, in fuch a manner, that impeni+
tent fcorners will have neither covering nor reff ; but a perpetual
wvexation, only to underfland the report. Which repert plainly intends |
the gofpel that they rejeted. Ifai. liti. 1. Rom. x. 16.. Viderp |
and ¢riumph mean honor and joy to the vilors; but when wera'
the words cver ufed, either for the annibilation or for the happi-~
nefs of all enemies? Can fuch a fenfe of thofe terms be found im .
Janguage ? K not, it is arbitrary with a witnefs to impofe fuch =
fenie upon the word of God. See 2 Cor, 1i. 14—17. Col. ii. 19.
Plalm xlvii. 1—3, and Ixviii. 18. [If Ifai. xxviii. 14~=22, be comg+

ared with- Mat. vii. 24~2%, it appears, that while believers whe |
hear Chrit’s fayings, and do th.m, will enjoy eternal fecurity, all’
that are of the ofpfoﬁte charalter will be overthrown by the ftorm.. |
. The mifery of fallen men lies greatly in this; they firit fet up
the idol in their heart, and then come to enquire of God. This;
was the error of Balaam. But if we were willing to learn of Jefus;
and to do his fayings ; to take all our idzas from the ward of truth,
and to act accordingly, how happy thould we be ¢ Chrift calls us |
this day to work, as much as ever Mofes did ; but the latter fipu~
lates the price for it ; the other promifes the foul thatit thall recerve
what is right, he being the judge. Debt is a reward promifed for
a certain fervice ; and which may be claimed when the fervice is|
performed, whatever diffcrence there may be in value betwixt the
fervice and thereward. God, as the moral Governor of the world;
never fails to pay all his debts; that is, to reward every one for
any fervice that 1s in any fenfe good ; but man would claim more; !
and, like Cain, are often filled with wrath, becaufe others are
accepted and they not. Butin the great day he will flop every

mouth with this quetion ; s iz ot lawful for me to do awbat I awill
awith mine own # Is thine eye evil, becaufe I am good 7 Mat. xx. 1—16.
All the conteft tusns upon that point. ‘To name fuch a thing as
his chofen, or his ¢lz2, as intending a certain number of the human
race that he will fave, while he inflits deferved punithment upon|
¢he reft, this many canuqt endure; and why ? becayfe if his will,:
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his choice, mait determine the whole matter, it is infinitely dan-
us for me to fet up my will aguinft him. And it is alfo certain
hence, that if 1 do o, 1 cannot poflibly fucceed ; and when 1
,gn eatirely defeated, it will lie. wholly with him whether he will
- fhew me any mercy ornot. Dreadful thought ! Who can bear it!
Ary thing muft be lifteaed to rather than this. In July, 1750, }
iheud Msy. Winchefter fmch in Bofton, from Rom. x. 4; when
‘e fpake agzingt aniverfal falvation, and obferved, that if men ran
‘80 fuch horrid extravagances as they did, in tisnes when it was not
‘difputed . but that fuch as died in fin would have endlefs mifery,
' what would they do if they wese taught that every one fthould finally
‘be faved 2 Among the many objections that he has now attempted
‘to anfwer, I think he bas pafled this over in filence, which is no
.abear proof that he thought it could be anfwered. But if God is
€ontinually fecking 1o make every creature happy, why doc: he
mot do it ? 1f obftrudtions thereto bave arofe that he did not forefee,
_where was his wifdom { If he forcfaw them, and could not prevent
them, where was his power ? Asd if he cculd have prevented them,
'and did wot, where was his goodmefs ? A fair andwer to thefe quet-

| sions will fettle the whole coatsoverfy. :

A clear right to property, and a good xight to govern, are two
Wtz plaio ideas. Autfeit 1s alfo well known, that property canno:
be holden, nor government maintained, without fome token of
acknowledgment is paid, by the temapt and the fubje&®. For this

token from Adam, God pefesved but one tree to himielf ; therefore
by cating of it man sebelled againft heaven, and feized upon the
‘egrth for bisown. And when God had afed fuch other method: as
De pleafed, he feat his only begotten Sop, to demand his due ; but
she tenants {aid, sbis is the beir, come Yt ws kill bim, and let us feize
| @ bis inberitance. Mat. xxi. 38. And the fame difpofition of rob-
bery and violeace is vifible through the world to this day. And
mow it is openly declared, that God did not a&t arbitrarily in thofe
affairs. I;;c could have had his own will and pleafure, he would
_mever have put man o fuch atrial; and does not arbitrarily inflict
! punithment upon him, poor creatuse, now he has fallen, and has
into fuch a terrble labyrinth ! However, he intcnds yet to
sl(iverhim before he quits his purfuit, though it will be ‘“ ages of
ages before the work 1s perfefted !’ If this does not difcover an
dnpnite malignicy in fin, what can it be!

We muft deny that there is an infinite dignity in the perfon of
Jefus, or elfe ailow that there was an infimte merit in his death.
And todeny his right to beflow the fruits thereof upon whom he
pleafeth, would be to deny him that right to property, which is

 ¢laimed by every freeman upon earth. T'o fay that he owes as thofe
. §ruits, is the height of madnefs! And he declares to all what will
i Be the iffue of the conteft, with thofe who fay, we awill not have

abés man 10 reign over x5, Luke xix, 14—27. Let all wake up tl!::a
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and fee where we are! The whole difpute that we have bees i
is 2bout the extent of promifed falvation. Who has promifed @iy
tuch thing ? Aniwer, ali the promifes of God are in fefus Chrifk,
yea, and m hun ainen, to the glory of God, by his chwech. DAg
...y prince ever iftue a proclamation of grace to zebels, withodt Shy
senictions ;| And was 1t ever thought among men, that it was i
connient with jutlice, truth or mercy, to give exa& defcriptions
of fome particular charadiers of rebels, and ro except fuck eatof
the gencral a¢t of grace ! and was it-ever called moekesy, infhle,
and infincerity, to call al the reft to come i, witha ﬁ-.éxm‘&‘
of pardon and life, if they came in by the certain tnie thrt was 42
Is not julice and truth as much concerned in viadicating the rightée
and honor of government, by exemplary punithrhest apon tNé 68«
temners thereof, as in thewing mercy to penitents ? And oin-Werdde
any dependence made upon what Chrift hasfad, if he lias hot-exéepe-
ed fome fort of finners out of his gofpel proclamatien!’ yea, ‘#8d
declared that fuch will have a much forer punifhmént than Sau€h
againf the light of pature, or the law of Mofes ! Lulid x. 1116,
Heb. vi. 6, and x. 28, 29, and xii. 25, 2z6. No pardot was 84t
promifed to men who pre/umpracufly and defpizefully afted agoidt tee
light. Num: xv. 27—31. Pfalm xix. 13. Mat. xii. 345 3. Aod
the caufc why Paul obtained mezcy was his finning igawtairh, i
not prefuwmptuonfiy. 1 Tim. 1. 13. Now it has been proved, Hist
expect and claim promifed bleilings, im 2 way of diffepasd oMb
precepts, is prefumption, and tempting of God. Ceaace fuek,
he fwore thut they should not enter into his ref. A ¢hdetleades
in this way taid to Motes and Aaron, &l 2he congriga’ion ara bSlF, |
every one of them 3 avherefore them lift gon sp yomrfelues ? But th
commaaud to the people was, depart from the tents of thefa awiihidl siéw,
and toach mothing of theirs. Nem. xvi. 3~—26. “Which things dfe
sccorded for a warning to all. Jude 11. .
Fury in men often operates unreafonably ; of this shere is nothiag
m bo«i. And his debates with his vineyard are in emaél meafore,
and to purge away fi3.. But aestdered bongos will b6 caft into the five;
Jor 1t is a peopls of no snderflanding ; therctire be that mady lbﬂin’ﬂ
mot bave mercy ox them ; and we that formed them awoill fheww thbh-né
wour. Mai. xxvii. g—18. This appeurs to be the only-plade in'the
bible where fury is faid not to be in God ; while the word is ap-
plied to his righteous vengeance upen the wicked near fifty tiiés |
therein. And though Winchefter has referred us to above fixty
Pla.ces, to prove that the words everlafting, furever, &c. are afed
in 4 himited fenie, p. 37, 38, yet ali but two of them ase in the old
teitament, when they were under thadews which were to end; thile
the {ubftances they typificd were to copuinue. And his-two proofs
out of the new teitament are thefe, viz. Paul fjs-ke to Philemoh of
seceiving his fervant forever. Bat how ? not now s a férvant, Biit
a5 & beloved brother ; and will that telation sver sad? Again; in

Rev.
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| Rev. xiv. 6, the word everlifting is evidently conneted with the
word gofpel, and not with the preaching it upon earth ; .and is nos
the gofpel 0f an endlefs nature ? Thefeare his only proofs from the
pew teftament, to limit the fenfe of thofe words. . And his party
are forced to confefs that the duration'of mifery, and the continu-
ance of happinefs, are both exprefled by the fume Greek word in
Mat. xxv. 45. And if the words ufed in Rev. xx. 10, to exprefs
 the cantinuance of punifhment in the burming lake, do not mecun
endlefs duration, Dr. Doddrige fays, it is hard to fay what words
can do it.  Apd by fuffering finners, in various ways, to exert
| themfelves as far as creature power can pofiibly go, how will their
| defeat and confufion demonfirate the folly of not following divine
dire&tion entirely ! And while their defeat, confufion and mifery,
are ever vifible 10 the blefled, what reverence, efteemn, joy, and
praife tq sheir God and Saviour, will it ever excite in redeemed
| fouls! And angels will join their fong. lfai. Ixvi. z4. Luke xiii.
#7—29. Rev. xiv. to, and xix. 1—0.. . S .
- dn a word, -if any onc of the human race is finaliy joft, the
fcheme we oppofe muft be falfe. And he who cannot err fays of
oae of them, good wvere it for that man if be bad never been bern.  The
* way Winchefter takes here, is to prove that Job and Jeremiah withed -
that they had not been bora, whofe fufferings were light and fhort
" 80 what Judas’s will be. P. 42, 43. But will he lift up his head,
sud argue again, that becanfe good men were miitaken, that there-
fore Chriff was alfo! In the next page hc mentions what Solomon
fays, about an extraordinary long life, and large family, t0a wicked
. man ; and that an untimely birth would be better than his.  Lccl.
vi. 3—6. Fiom whence he argues; that Chrilt’s meaning was,
} that if Judas had died in the womb, it would have been good fur

e

him ; that then ‘' he would have been at rett, where the wicked
¢ ceafe from troubling, and where the weary are atreft.”” but
| certainly as the Bible 1s true, all things do «vor together for tie
; good of all the obje&ts of God’s fove.” Rom. viii. 28. Theretore if
[ ‘Judas had been an object of that love, it would have been good for
* him to have been born, and to go through all that he did ; as it real-
I 1y was for Job and Jeremiah, though they once thought otherwite.
‘Till a fair anfwer czn be given to this argument, 1 think 1t need-
Jefs to follow my opponent any further. And fhall clofe with

¥ naming'a few plain fcripture rules of decency and gofpel order,
with fome motives to enforce them. ) :

1. Chritt is kead of all principality and power, and the church

.. is compleat in pim ; and every foul who truly receives him, re-
i ceives him as fuch ; and is commanded to walk in Chrit as be
received bim, as be bas been taught. ‘Thercfcre we are required,
not to let men or angels intrude their commands or judgments be-
twixt the believer and his glorious head. Gal.1.8,9. Col. i1.6—23.
3. ln admiflion of members, ley every church be careful that

they

s
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be Dolirine of Univerfal Sakvation rifated. 8y E
they receive none but fuch as give a perfonal credible profeffion of !

a favinrg union to Chrift by faith. Luke vi. 45.  John i. ‘1214, !
A&s ii. 47. Rom. x. I0. ] T
2. Let all teachers endeavour to ufe found fpeech, which cannot
be condemned ; words eafy to be underftood, and which give a dif- -
tin& and certain found ; and be as willing that others fhould judge, b
2s they are to fpeak. 1 Cor. xiv. 7—¢0. Titus ll;]. 8. T
- 4. In public communities, les men ever have the and%ovcn- :

ment ; fo that when women are heard, and all due regard is pai

to them in their places, it may be done in fuch a manner, that it
fhall ftill be evident that they are not heads and governors of publie-
affemblies; but under covert. Lukeii. 38. 1 Cor, xi. 3==16,
xiv. 34, 35. 1 Tim. 1. 11,12, ° *

5. Lxclude all ttriving about who fhall be the greateft, and by
Jove ferve one another. Let due efteem and affiftance be given to offi-
cersin theirplaces ; while all arefubje& one toanother, and be cloath<
ed with humility : For God refifteth the proud, but giveth grace
unto the humbie. Lukeix.46—g50. Heb. xxii.{, 17. 1 Pet. v.1—g,

6. Let all be upon their guard againft teachers who are fond of
addrefling the paflions, and putting animal nature into motiom,,
without enlightening the underitanding, convincing the confcience,
and eftablijhing the judgment. - Jer. iii. ¥5. A&sxxv.18. 2Cor.iv.
2. Eph.iv. 14—16. Heb. xiii. g. |
- =. Be not flothful in bufinefs, bat fervent in fpirit, ferving the
Lord ; and indulge not the difpofition of eating any man’s bread
for naught. Rom. xii. 2 Thef. iii. 6—12.

With regard to this laft rule, two great extremes have long ferved
to uphold each other. Minifters who have been fupported by tax
and compulfion have frequently eat other men’s bread for naught.
Seeing of which has carried many 1ato the oppofite extreme. Some
have gone fo far as to eleét paitors,  and to partake of the fruit of |
their labours from year to year, without thinking themfelves under
obligation to fupport them in their work, or to reward them there- !
for. Neither honor nor confciente would have permitted either
party to 2t as they have done, if it had not been in religious affairs.
When believers view the glory and authority of their Lord and
Saviour, it moves them moft free/y and faithfully to attend to the
duties of their ftation, be they in office or out of it, in church or
ftate. ‘They chocfe the things tiat pleafe bim; and to fill up their
places with duty and ufefulnefs is their greateft concern ; knowing
that fuch labour cannot be in vain in the Lord. But violence has
fo long been coanefted with awthority, on one hand, and licen-
tioufnefs with the word freedom on the other, that it is not an eafy
matter to feparate them in the minds of men. But what worthip
muft it be, that can influence any to lay fuch aclaim to the goods or
labours of others, as truth and equity between man and man will not !
Jive! Much light in thefc things 1s already granted in our land, '

<and
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#0 Thv DeSriwe of Univerfal Sslvation refused.

sed it is ‘oped that a greater reformation is beforeus. 10 prom
which, .the fallowing confideratians may be ferviceable. promote
1. Only by pride cometh contention, and the love of money is
the root of all evil. Prov. xaii. 10. 1 Tim. Wi. 10. Which evi-
dently are imaginations that we can do better for ourielves, than
Geod wauld do 10¢ us, if we were entirely dircéted by him ; and that
we have a better right to power and property, than our geighbeurs
have. But how great is this delufion ! When fogls are reconaied
t» God, and at in enion and communion with him, their greazeft
stiale apg affliftions work together for their everlatting good.
Whiereas .cach man who regards telf above God, all that he pets in
i !buvsy increafes his mifery : For the mare he has got ¢f a feparute
antereft of his own, the more he has to take care of and defcnd, both
| & God and'map ; 2 woful tatk indeed ! The great évents of a
| years war now hold up a ftriking demonftration of this truth
_ %0 all the wosld.
' a. Self-condemuation of all things is the moft oppofite to happi-
' nefs. And though men have various ways to blind or bribe theiy
~ sonfciences now, in violating the golden rule, yet the day is haften-
a gtht will remove all fuch coverings forever. It will then be
' » t0 fuck as die in their fins, remember that theu in thy life-time
xoceivedft 1by good things ; but moww—a great gulf is fixed. Hoaw muck
Joe barh glorificd berfeﬁ', and ii-ved delictoufly, fo much torment and for-
. vov gove ber. Luke xvi. 25, 26. Rev. xviii. 7. And never will
they be again able cither to conceal their fhame, or to be infenfible
. of their guiit. In vain do fome pretend that the rich man had
& good feced within him, becaufe he was fo earneit that his brethren
might not come to that place of torment ; which, they fay, is con-
trary to the temper of devils. For the devils are deceived, as well
 asmen ; and pray as earncitly as they again}l torment, when in
. tieir inmediate view. Luke viii. 28—31. And it is as vain to
ue, that there caanot be different degrees of punithment, if
hell-torments are without end.
- 3. Every foul now is either a flave to fin, or a fervant of righ-
sesufacfs ; cither under the Semdage of corruption, or in the liberty of
God’s clrildren, in a greater or lefs degree. Rom. vi. 16, and vii.
3t. Our prefent as well as eternal welfare is therefore what
jmmediately concerns this prefeat argument. The more we can ob-
gain of viftory over corraption, and of real conformity to the will
of God, the happier we are here.  Great peace have all they who
Sove his law, and nothing fhall offend them 3 but they who walk
after their own lufts, are marmarers and eomplainers. Jude 16.
Could it therefore be poflible, that the torments of the damned
would have an end, yet we are certainly as fafe as our opponents ;
But, on the other hand, what a rifk do they run in their way ! If
reafon can be heard, it will make every onc in carnef to know

and live to GO D.
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