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HoxoureD Sig,

T has been often obferved, that Men are apt
to run from one Extreme to another, and
perhaps they do fo as much in their treatment of
Rulers, as in any of their Affairs ; for as long as
they have hopes of Favours from them, their
Addreffes will be filled with Compliment and
Flattery ; but when difappointed, it is turned to
Slander and Abufe : Examples of which, at this
Day, in our Nation and Land, are too confpicu-
ous, and their Mifchief too fenflibly f:lt, to neced
a Proof : Therefore I fhall beg L.eave to depart
from this modern Road, and attempt to follow
the ancient Example before me, of avoiding flat-
tering Titles on one Hand, and falfe Accufation
on the other, and fpeak out plainly fome of my
Views of the Truth, concerning an Affair which
has lately made confiderable Noife in this Pro-
vince. In doing of which I fhall firft make a
few Remarks upon the chief Pleas | have heard,
for civil Rulers exercifing their Power to fupport
religious Worfhip ; and then upon their late
Treatment of the Baptifts in particular.

The leading Plea that I have heard made, for
Rulers exercifing Authority in the Affair is, that
ancient Rulers did fo 3 and the Church has a
Promife, that Kings fhall be her nurfing Fathers,
and Queens her nurfling Mothers. It is readily

granted that Rulers as well as others ought to be
- good
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good Men, and to ufe all their Influence in a
Gofpel Way, to promote Religicn ; but | am not
convinced that they have any Warrant to ufe the
civil Sword to force any to fupport religious
‘Worfhip. I find that when the coftly Furniture
for Worfhip was to be prepared in the Wildernefs,
though the great Lawgiver, if Le had feen fir,
could have as exaltly proportioned each Man’s
part, as to have given the Pattern of what was to
be made ; yet inftead of that, after letting the
People know what was wanted, he fays, ¢ Who-
¢¢ foever is of a willing Heart, let £im bring an
¢¢ Offering to the Lord, Gold, Silver, &c.” L.xod.
xxxv. 5. And when the Temple was to be buile
in Canaan, with vaft Coft indeed, David like a
nurfing Father led the Way, and of his own gro-
per Goods, offered very largely thereto ; and then
exhorted his Pcople to do the like, which had
fuch Effeét, that with grateful Wonder he could
fay, ¢ As for me, in the Uprightnefs of mine
¢ Heart I have willingly oftered all thefe things ;
¢ and now have | feen with Joy thy People which
¢¢ arc prefent here, to offer willingly unto thee.”
1 Chron. xxix. 3, 17. And though particular
Offerings of Money and other Things, were en-
joined upon every Man by the Law, for the
Support of Worfhip, vet 1 cannot find any Al-
lowance, much more Ccmmandment, for the ufe
of any Force to collett it.  As plain an Inftance,
and the plaineft, of their Method of proceeding,
that I have obferved, is in 2 Chron. xxiv. g, 10.
When after a terrible Seafon of Declenfion and
Corrupticn, the King was ftirred up for a Refor-
mation, ang the Levites being ncgligentj;nffghc

Aif,
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Affair, he caufed a Proclamation to be made
through his Kingdom, to bring in to the Lord
the Colleé2ion which Mofes the Servant of God
laid upon lfrael ; and all the Princes, and all the
People rejoiced and brought in. They brought it
themfelves 3 and I cannot find but one Iatimation,
in all their Hiltory, of the ufe of Force in fuch

Afiairs, and that will hardly be pleaded as a Pre-
cedenc for us now to follow. 1 Sam. vi. 16.

And if Force was not ufed under a Law given
from infallible Authority, what fhall we think of
it among thofe who profefs to renounce Infallibi-
lity ! The Gofpel exprefly allows of the civil
Magiftrate’s ufe of the Sword to execute Wrath,
in the Kingdoms of this World ; but though the
crafty Jews, when they found that their Charge
againtt Jefus of Blafpbemy, would not avail with
a Roman Governour, they then tried to reprefent
him as an Enemy to Ce/ar, yet when Pilate en-
quired into the Cafe, Jefus anfwered, ¢ My King-
*“ dom is not of this World ; if my Kingdom
¢ were of this World, then would my Servants
¢ fight :——But now is my Kingdom not from
¢ bence.’”” And goes on to fhew that his King-
dom does not receive it’s Support from earthly
Power, but from TRUTH. Joh. xviu. 36, 37.
If fo, then what is that Religion which it’s Pro-
feflors often fay, ¢ would foon fall if it was nct
** {upported by civil Power 2*° How much more
agreeable to our Lord’s Words, are Mr. Locke’s
Sentiments, than thefe Men’s ? He fays, ¢ The
¢ Bufinefs of I.aws is not to provide for the Truth
¢ of Opinions, but for the Safety and Security t«:f

- “ the
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¢ the Common-wealth, and of every particuiar
“ Man’s Goods and Perfon ;5 and fo it ought to
““be; for TRUTH certainly weuld do well
¢ enough if fhe were once left to fhift for herfelf.
¢¢ She feldom has received, and I fear never will
¢ receive, much Affiftance from the Power of
¢ great Men ;3 to whom fhe is but rarely known,
¢ and more rarely welcome. She is not taughe
“ by Laws, nor has fhe any need of Force to
¢¢ procure her Entrance into the Minds of Men.
 Errors indeed prevail by the Affiltance of
¢¢ foreign and borrowed Succours.—71he Care of
‘¢ Souls cannot belong to the civil Magiftrate, be-
¢¢ caufe his Power confifts only in outward Force ;
“ but true and faving Religion confifts in the in-
*¢ ward Perfualion of the Mind, without which

$¢ nothing can be acceptable to God.” ®

But upon this 1 hear fome fay, ¢ This relates
¢ to Liberty of Confcience, but we hope you don’t
¢ call Money Conlcience " No; we truft we
know the Difference between them, and with ¢
Neighbours did too, who fo often deprive others
of their juf! Rights ; for as a late Writer well ob-
ferves, ¢ To allow Mankind as Individuals, the
‘¢ free Choice of their Religion, and yet to take
““ by Force their Eftates from them to fupport a
“ Religion or Worfhip which they do not choufe,
““ is a piece of Oppreffion that would make even
‘¢ a moral Heathen bluth ; yet many Inftances of
¢ the fame have we had, and ftiil have.”” And
what Work do thefe Men make of our Lord’s

reprefenting to Pilate, that he need not fear his
Kingdom’s

* Letter on Tolerstion.
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Kingdem’s interfering with Czfar’s, becaufe his
Servants were not to promote it by the Sword,
but with Trusb ? For now they tell us, that then
the Rulers were Heathens, but when they became
chriftian, they ought to exercife Power to fuppore
Religion : Which is no better than to make our
Lord fay to Pilare, ¢ You need not {ear my giv-
ing Trouble to the valiant Romans, tor 1 have not
¢ Power to do it, and am not likely to get the
¢ Sword into my Hand until long after Ceefar is
¢ dead I

Accordingly when Peter’s pretended Succeflor
had got the Sword into his Hand, he did much
more with it than to cut off Men’s £ars, for he
cut their Souls and Bodies afunder in a hellith
Manner ; and though fuch an ufe of it is much
out of Credit among us, yet to ufe it in the very
Language of Efi’s Sons, is much pleaded for,
viz. If you will not give it me, | will 2ake it by
Farce !

Another Plea for fuch Condu&t is, they fay,
¢ Thefe Lands were given upon Condition of
¢ fupporting our Worfhip, and if you co not like
¢ the Condition you may go off and leave them.’—
By whom were they given ? If by our Fathers,
they did not intend to take our Money for no-
thing, (as their Children now do) for they in-
tended to make us religious, as well as to fupport
Religion : Accordingly about the Year 1646,
they made a Law to punifh any that fhould turn
their backs, or go out ot the place of Worfhip

when an Infant was to be fprinkicd. Andin
1651,
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161, as Mr. Jobn Clark, Paftor of a Bapiif
Church in Newport, with his Friends, were at
Worthip in their own Way, on Lord’s-day July
aoth. at the Houfe of Mr. Hitter’sin Lynn, they
were feized, and forcibly carried to the Parith
Wotlhip, and afterward fent Prifoners to Bofton
where one was fined £. £o0. and another [£. 3o.
Not only for fetting up another Worfhip ; but
part of their Crime was, their not joining in the
Yarith Worfhip when they had carried them
there 3 and he that was fined /. 30 for refufing
to pay it, was whipt 30 Lafhes : And two o his
Friends, for openly taking him by the Hand, «nd
praifing 5od for his Courage and Conftancy, we. =
fined 40/. each, or to be whipt. ¢ Thus, fays
“ Mr. Neal, the Goverrment of New- England,
‘¢ for the fake of Uniformity in divine Worfhip,
*¢ troke in upon the natural Rights of Mankind,
¢ punithing Men, not for difturbing of the Stave,
*¢ but for their differing Sentimeats in Religion.”
And though Dr. Mather pleads, that, *¢ This
‘¢ Separation of the Annabaptifis (as he calls them)
¢ was a manifeft Violation of the Laws of the
“ Commion- wealth, concerning the orderly ga-
‘¢ thering of Churches ;3 yet, Mr. Neal replics,
this Piea, * Condemns all the diffenting Con-
¢ gregations that have been gathered in Eng-
¢ Jand, fince the A&t of Uniformity in the Year
€ ,662.” And, fays he,  Let theReader judge,
¢ who had moft Reafon to complain ; the New-
¢ England Churches, who would neither fuffer
¢¢ the Baptifis to live quietly in their Communion,
“ por feparate peaecably from it # Or thefe un-
% happy Perfons, who were treated fo unkir:c}ly

I ' ) ¢ for
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- ¢ for following she light of their Confciences " #
When the account of thefe Proceedings got to
England, Sir Richard Saltonftall, wrote to his
Friends in Bofton, that he was grieved to hear of
fuch Courfes in this Wildernefs, as they went to
prevent ; and which tended to make Hypocrites :
To which Mr. Cotton, (one of che moft eminent
Fathers of the Country) anfwers, * We believe
“ there is a vaft difference between Mens Inven-
* tions, and God’s Inflitutions : We fled from
¢ Mens [nventions, to which we elfe fhould have
‘* been compelled ; + we compel none to Mens
*¢ Inventions. If it did make Men Hypocrites,
‘¢ yet better to be Hypocrites than profane Per-
¢ fons. Hypocrites give God part of his due, the
- outward Man, but the profane Perfon giveth
¢ God neither outward nor inward Man.” §
Thus they were in carneft to do us fome good,
and not get away our Money for nothing ; and
though thefe Proceedings of their’s are generally
now condemned, and by fome exclaimed againft
at a great rate 3 yet [ fear the Body of the prefent
Generation imitate them more, in thefe two, great
eft of all their Errors, viz. affuming a Power over
their Neighbours that did not belong to them, and
B thinking

"® Neal's Hittory of New-Englani, Vol. L. Page
199. 30;. )

t Here we fze an Inftance of the Force of Prejudice :
For I believe 1t will be genera'ly allowsd that the
Baptifts call many Things ia the Church of New-
England, ¢ Mzen’s laventions,” with full as much
Pcopriety as Mr. Cotton calls the Rites and Ceremn.
nies of the Church of Old Eagiaad, Mzn's Iaveati-
oas. And therefore his Argument is good for nothing.

§ Maflachuicits Hiftorv, Ve!, IlI. pag. 403, 4e6.
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thinkirg that Hypecrify does feme pcod, than
they do in any of their Virtues ! And if our Fa-
thers erred in fuch Compu!fions then, what are
thefe duirg who bring t ete Frrors to jultify their
own Compulfions now ! If it be faid, that our
Lands were given us by Charter, then it is well
known that the Charter gives general Liberty of
Conlcience, and gives others no more Power to
compel s to fupport their Worthip, than it dces
. &S to compel athers to fupport ours.

. When we come to this, fome would bear us in
hand, that we have actually as much Liberty as
the other Denomination 3 therefore to fuch I will
{fuppofe a Cafe, that I heartily wifh they may never
experience : Suppofe Epifespacy fhould be efta-
blifhed in New-England, and yet fhould allow
them a Toleration, but only upon thefe Terms,
that they muft certify, not only councerning their
Church-menibers, but alfo of every Perfon in their
Congregations, that they believe them to be ¢on-
[esentionfly of their Perfuafion, or elfe have them
all taxed to fupport Epifcopacy ; yea, and to do
this by fuch a certain Day every Year, and (their
Minifter being one that muf fign the Certificate)
if any Difficulty fhould happen between the
Church and him, fo as to prevent its being done
by the appointed Day, then to have their Church
and all taxed to fupport other Worfhip (as we
have had fuch an Inftance of a Church confifting
of above 50 Members) : Add to which, if the
tolerating Laws fhouid be attended with the Cor-
ruption Mr. Locke defcribes, viz. ¢ Princes fpeak-
“ing or writing to their Servants, in their ordi-

< nary
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¢ nary Commands, are eafily undertood ; fpeak-
‘¢ ing to their People in tiwcir Laws, are not fo.”” ®
If thefe Laws fhould be fo hird to be underftood,
as to coft themHundreds, or T'houfands of Pounds
from Year to Year, at executive Courts, t) plead
for their Rights ;3 and in their Tryals, to have all
their own Denomination taken off from the Jury,
and fometimes not fo much as allowed to be
Witnefles, but have their Cafes tried by Judges
and Jurors, whofe Interef fwayed the other Way :
If atter all this, the Epifcopaiians fhould tell thefe
People, that chey had as great Liberty as them-
felves, could they help thinking, that either thofe
Men were blinded by Self-intereft, or elfe did not
believe what they faid themfelves ! And if after
long Struggles in this Way, a perpstual Law
fhould be made, which cut off a Number of their
Brethren from any fhadow of this Liberty at all 5
by Virtue of which, their Lands, which they had
cleared with the penll of their Lives, becaufe of
Indian Savages, thouid be torn from them to
fupport others Worthip, and that at fuch a rate
thac 20 Acres, with a Building on it, and a good
Orchard, which is particularly valuable in a new
Place, fhould all be {old for 35/. and after five
Journies in a Year, of above an hundred Miles,
t tae General Court, and long waiting there for
Relicf, fhould at latt be told by a Number of its
Members, ¢ That they had good Right to make
* that Law, and to keep thele People under it as
¢ Jong as they pleafed ;° which Law the King
hunfelf could not difannul, if it was lct alone a-

Ba nother

® Effiy on Ua’erflanding, P. L. Chap. 10. %, 12,
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nother Year : And therefore they thould make
a Motion toward applying to his Majefty before
it was too late : Upcen which an anonymous
Writer fhould artfully reprefent, in feveral News-
Papers, that thefe People complained without the
leat Caufe, and challenge them to (hew any if
ttey could. If upon this a worthy Miniller,
lately come among them, fhould, with Advice
of his Brethren, publith a brief Sketch of their
czpital Grievances ; yet, inftead of any fair An-
fwer, thould be treated with fuch Stuff as this :—
¢ There is a little upftart Gentleman, lately fettled
‘“in Town, the Youtb difcovers a moft in-
* fufferable Arrogance :——1 very much fufpel?
“ he is oxe employed by the Enemies of America,
“¢ to defame and blacken the Colonies ; —to fpread
¢ the Seeds of Difcord among the Provinces,”
&c. &c. And yet that the Writer of all this
fhould have the Impudence to fubfcribe himfelf
a Catbolick Mcmber of this fame Denomination
of People !

Suppofe all this, and more of like Nature,
fhould happen, could all the Men upon Earth,
ever perfwade them to believe, that they were al-
lowed equal Liberty with their Oppreffors ! Yet,
without the leaft Exaggeration, this is the true
State of our Cafe ; thercfore 1 leave it, Sir, to
your Judgmen:, whether this laft piece of Rode-
montade, which appears in the Eveming-Poff of
Jatuary ~th. does not look much more like the
Jetuitical Tricks of Reman Caskaicks, than like a
Ca’tslic Baptij,

And
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And though we have fufficient Evidence, that
a puncipal lntrument of our capital Grievance,
is one who has been openly honored by the late
Governor, for his appearing in Oppofition to thofe
called Sons of LIBERTY ; yet we have as full
Evidence, that we have {uffered from the other
Party, into which our Country is fqunhappily di-
vided : So that we cannot juftly lay tie blame
of all our Troubles to either Side. And what |
have feen has often reminded me of Mr. Wrighs's
Remark, fixty Years ago :

¢ Tho® Whigs and Tories be each others Foes,
¢ And a& in divers Circles, yet they clofe

¢ In this great Centre, and at latt do fall

¢ Upon the point of withing SELF BAD ALL.

Therefore I have made this Attempt to tura
each Side to read an ancient Law, which, though
often forgotten by us, yet will be that by which
we mult ail be acquitted or condemned, after all
earthly L.aw-books are burnz up ; and Dr. Watts's
Comment upon it may doubtlefs be helpful in
the Affair :

¢ Is Reafun =ver at a Lofs ?

¢ Call in Self-love to judge the Caufe :

¢ Let thy own tondeft Paffion fhew

¢ How we (hould treat our Neighbour too.”

If cthis Law of Equity may but now have its
roper Influenee, both with Regard to what we
Lve already fuffered, and with Regard to our fu-
sure Liberty ; then if any of our Pcople thould
interrupt
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saterrupt the civil Peace of their Neighbours, or
of the Province, let them be complained of and
welcome, and punithed too according to the de-
merit of their Crimes : But until that is done, all
tke Smoke of News-Papers can never make us
sefenfible of what we feel.

1f an Anfwer to the Cambridge piece, wrote
by one of our Brethren, who has experienced
much of thefe Things, had arrived in Town fea-
fonably, it would have prevented the Occaflion
that has been taken to abufe a Stranger ; which,
as it confirms what | have wrote, and will ferve
farther to open the Truth : Ikt is inferted here,
and is as follows :

To the PRINTER,
Leale to infert the tollowing in your Paper, in
Anfwer to a piece in your Paper of Nov. 12.
177 0. wherein the Writer tries to clear the Maffa-
chofetts-Bay from having oppreflcd the Baptifts
i0 the lealt Degree, and fays, ¢ If any once have
% fuffered, let him appear.”

To which I anfwer : At South-Hadley a Bap-
tft Church was gathered fome years agn, who
took Advice of one of the beft T.awyers inthe
County, and carried in their Certificate, yet they
were ratcd to the Padobaptift Minifter, and their
Guods ftrained away : The Cafe was carried to
Court, and they were caft, and had the Charges
of two Courts to pay, and then they gave the
Town about twenty Dollars to let them be free
for the future ; and fo with a great Sum obtained

they theit Freedom, who were truly free born.
In
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In the Diftrit of Montague is another Baptift
Church, who carried in their Certificate by direc-
tion of a Lawyer, yet the Afleffors put them into
the Minifter’s rate : The Conftable made Diftrefs
upon one of the Committee who figned the Cer-
tificate.—When they came to Court, they were
caft, becauvfe (faid the Judge) he witcefled for
him{elf, when yet there were two more to witnefs
with him. They appealed to the Superior Court,
and have attended two, and the Cafe is hurg up
to the third, and all this time they are left in the
Hands of their Adverfaries, who treat them in a
moft barbarous Manner, driving away theic Cattle
and felling them at an Qut-cry, for their Miai-
fler’s rate. At Shutefbury, one Daniel Fifk, not-
withftanding his Certificate, was feized by two
Conftables at once, held under Keepers fomne
Time ; and though the Affeflors met and re-
leafed him, yet no Recompence was made for his
lofs of Time and Charge. At Colerain, Hezekiah
Smith, and John Call, Members of the Church in
Afhfield, were both feized in the dead of Wiater
to be carried to Goal ; but after they bhad put
them to a great deal of Trouble and lofs of Time,
they let them go.— At Chefterfield, one William
White, alfo a Member of the Baptift Church in
Afhfield, yetis putinto the Minifter’s rate ; and
whenhe petitioned in aTown- Meeting to be releafed,
they refufed, and the Minifter told the Conftable if
he would not pay to ftrain upon him. All thefe
Accounts | had from the Perfons own Mouths.

This Writer makes mention of Afhfield, and
fays, ** What their Circumfances are I know r;ot, |
: & few
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¢ few are acquainted with them 3 it would be of
¢ public Service to have an authentick Account
¢ given.”” Which I will enceavour to do, being
fully acquainted with the Affair from the very
firt.—In 1761, a Bapuilt Churcir was here fettled,
and [ was ordained their PaQor, when there was
but nineteen Families in the Town, and twelve of
them were Baptilts : Afterward other People came
into the Tovn, and in 163, lettled another Mi-
niter, and forced me and my People to pay our
eqial part of his settlement, faying, ‘The General
Court had ordered s to fetele a Minifter in the
Town, aad that a Baptiit Minilter did not anfwer
the Law.” When they had got him fettled, then
- we muft build their Metting- Houfe, and pay his
Salarv untl chat was done. So we were forced
to {uil off part of our Lands under Price, to get
Money to pay the Tax on the relt ; and fome
they fold at Vendue for a mere trifle.  Being no
_ longer able to bear this cruel Oy.preffion, i1 1768,
we laid the Matter before the General Court, and
cried to them as to the Fathers of our Couantry
for help 3 and they ordered us to notify the Town
and Proprietors Clerks of our Petition, and that
they fhouk fufpend the Colleftion of Taxes from
us until the Court fit again : Yet a few Days after
our Petitioner came away, they paffed an Act im-
powering the Pazlobaptifts to raife Money for
their Miailter and Meeting-Houfe, and affcfs all
the I.ands, be they in whofe Hands they would ;
and if any did not pay to fell the Land for the
Mouney. By Virtue of that At they fold laft
April about 400 Acres of our Lands at an Out-
ery. 1 paidall their Demands but about 22 j.hvct

- they
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shey fold ‘fen Acres of the beft of my Home-lot,
which.I got prized at about £. 30 Lawful Money.
.One of my Brethren paid all hut ® 15/, yet they
fold 20° Acres of his Home-lot, in which was a
good Orchard, a Dwelling- Houfe, and our Bury-
ing-Place, which is prized at above £. 100 3 and
the reft much afcer the fame Manner, and not one
Penny returned to us.  Since which, fome of them
have-broke into our Fields, breaking down our
Fences, meafuring off our Lands, tore up fixteen
Apple-trees, and abufed fome who ftood ia their
Way. We have been at the coft of fix Journies
to Bofton, to try to get that A& altered by the
eneral Court, but cannot obtain it.

This Writer fays, * There never was a Time
< fince this Country was fettled, whenMagiftrates,
¢ Minifters and People were more univerfally a-
¢¢ verfe to religious Oppreflion, than at this day.’”
To which I fay, The aforefaid Accounts fhew the
minds of Afleflors, Conftables, and executive
Courts in this County ; and a Number of the
Houfe of Reprefentatives told me in College-Hall
in Cambridge, lalt Summer, ¢ That they had a
¢ Right to make that A& by which my Land is
¢ fold, and to keep me and my Brethren under it
¢ as long as they faw fit.” As to Minifters, I
afked che Minifter of this Town to let me be free
from his Rate, he 1efuled, faying, ¢ He would
¢ have his Money ;° and fince has faid in a pub-

C lic
® If any enquire why thefe People did nct pay all their

Rates, feeing they paid a past ¢ the anfwer is, becaufe

the Afleffors there, and in other places (ccmirary) to

Law and Equity) put their Civil and Ecclefisftical

Rates into one ; and they never refufed to pay thewr
Civil Tax,
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lic Meeting, ¢ We muft always pay his Salary ay
¢ long as we live in the Town, and it we did not
¢ like to pay we muft g out of Town. The
M nifter of Chefterfield told theConttable, © If Wil-
liam White would not pav, to {train upon him.’
The Man that bouzht my Land told me, ¢ He
was glad he boacnt it, and wanted another Ven-
due that he m: oht buy the ret® Aad is it not
ftrange that there is fo much Oppreffion, and e-
very B: xdy averte to it !— Chis Wniter fays, ¢ All
¢ poffible care has been taken, to prevent our
¢ fuffering **  If fo, I think itis high Time to
feek help of the higher Powers ; for it the Autho-
rity here caunut ftop our fuffering, 1 hope our
gracious Sovereign can : What then have | now
done in fending to him ? s there not a Caufe ? I
hope that Writer, when he has read thefe Ac-
counts, will be able to guels whence the News-
Paper Complaints arofc. The People of this
Province call themfelves Sons of LIBERTY, buc
they treat me like Sons of VIOLENCLE.

~ Ido no: write in conateapt of Authority, whom
I defire always to honor 3 but becaufe 1 am cal'ed
upon to anfwer for myfelf. Had that Wri.er but
wrote his Name, [ might have fent hiin a private
Letter ; but now { know no way to an{wer his
Requeft, but in the Prints.—I fhali only add, that
we were very loth to fend home, but we fee no-
thing but Ruin for us if we did not.—** P:caufe
of O sprefion, this Land mourreth 5*" and the
Cncs of the Oppreffed | believe have “entred ino
the Ears of the Lard of 1atis, who 1s hlg 12 than
the highelt, and does regard.

Afhdeld,Dec, EBENEZER SMITH.

5 1770 N. 2.
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N. B. If you want to fec the Cafe of A (hfield-
Baptifts drawn to'the life, read Low’s Preface to
his Almanack for 1y 71, from the i1t to the 20th
Line. Mr. Low’s Words refer’d to are thcfe,
“ My dear Countrymen, the lalt rime | made my
‘¢ public Appearance before you in this Charalter,
“ [ entertained a pleafing Lxpeétation, that by
“ the return of this Year, the unhappy Difficulties
‘¢ fubfiting in the Nation would have been re-
* mqved, a redrefs of Grievances obtained, and
¢ we inftated ia the full Pollcffion of th. fe Rights
¢ and Privileges, which as Britons we have de-
¢ rived from our Nativity ; and on which the
¢ fignal Happinefs and peculiar Glory of the
“ Common-wealth depends. But how often are
“* our greateft Expetations difappointed, our rai-
¢ fed Hopes dathed, and our Htattering Dreams
¢¢ vanithed ? Our Grievances, inftead ot being in
¢¢ the leatt redrefled, are rather avgmented, and
¢ the caufes of Complaint increafed. We have been
¢ ftigmatized as rebellious and feditious,—abufed
“ by the moft flagrant Mifreprefentations,—fuf-
‘¢ tained the motft intolerable Hardfhips, and en-
¢ dured the moft provoking Infules.—Treated
¢¢ like Criminals condemned for the moft atrocious
¢¢ Offences, the Ears of the Mighty have been
¢¢ deafned to the repeated Cries, Remonftrances
“ and Petitions, of as loyal and obedieat a People
¢ as any in his Majefty’s Dominions.”

A Friend to his Country dcfires Liberty here
to add, That fince America in general do not afk
it as a Favour, but claim it as their effential Righe,
to give their Money, and not have it forced trom

Ca them
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them without their Cenfen?, cither by themfelves
or their Reprefentatives 3 and hundreds of Com-
plaints and Remonftrances have been fent to Eng-
land againft being deprived of this Right : And
they look upon themfelves intolerably abufed, be-
caufe thefe Complaints are not heard and regard-
ed. Mutit it not be very atonithing that any of
the fame Men, fhould at the fame Time thew
worfe Treatment to their Fellow-fubje@s here,
than what they complain of from the higher Pow-
ers ! 1 fay, worle ; for what they complain of, is
having their Moncey ferced away to fupport civil
Government, where the Magiftrate is armed with
the Sword as the Minifier of God, to execute wrath
wpon bim tbat doth evil.—Feor this canfe pay you
Tribute. Their Complaints therefore, are only
againft the undue uvfc of Force in civil Matters
where Force properly belengs ; yet they ufe it
tiwards their Neightours, in ecclefiaftical Affairs,
where Force has no Right at all. For as Mr.
I.ocke, in his Letter upon Toleration, obferves,
¢ To give Laws, to receive Obedience, and com-
« pel with the Sword, belong to none but the
¢ civil Magiftrate ; and upon this ground 1 affirm,
«¢ that the Magiftrate’s Power extends not to the
s¢ eftablithing any Articles of Faith, or forms of
«« Worfhip by force of Laws : For Laws are of
*¢ no Force without Penalties.—The care of Souls
«¢ canrot belong to the civil Magiftrate, “ecaufe
¢ his Power conlifts only in outward Force : But
« rrue and faving Religion confifts in the inward
s¢ Perfuafion of the Mind ; without which no-
*¢ thing can be acceptable to God.” And a late
Writer fays, * That Mankind have a right to‘ be
ree
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free in the Choice of Religion, is a Trut

cannot be denied, and is a Privilege dearer .

fober Chriftian, than any civil Privilege

ever ; and no Authority on Earth have any ot
to take it away ; nor can, without being guuty of
affuming that Power over others, which God ne-
ver gave them : And to allow Men as Individuals
the free Choice of their Religion, and yet to take
by Force their Eftates from them to fupport a
Religion or Worthip which they do not chufe, is
a picce of Oppreflion thac would make even a
moral Heathen blufh ; yet many fuch Inftances
kave we had, and ftill have |

I think if thefe things do not caufe fome remorfe
in thole who have thus opprefled their Brethren,
they muft be more ftupid than thole who had
been cruel to Jofeph ; for when they met with
like Treatment they faid, We are verilyguilty
concerning our Brother ! yea, more ftupid than a
Heathen King, who, though what he met with
was by the hands of Men, yt:t faid, 4s I bave done,
Jo God bath requited me. Judg. i. 7.

For if it be Oppreffion to take away from a
People the right of giving their Money, cither by
themf{elves or theirReprefentatives, to fupport civil
Government, where Force belongs (as I believe it
is) what mult it be to deprive them of a right that
never can be conveyed to any Reprefentative! For
unlefs a Man could conftitute another to anfwer
for him at the Bar of God, it is impoffible for him
to convey to another a right to compel him or
others to attexd, or fupport any Worfhip contrary
to thetr Conlfciences. What
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What then fhall we think of thofe Men who
often accufe theirNeighbours of Covetoufnefs, only
becaufe they plead with Mofes, for Liberty to
carry therr Subftance with them, to help fupport
the Worfhip they believe to be right, while thefe
Accufers act the part of Pharaoh, who when ke
could no longer hold their Pcrfone, yet faid, Les
your Flocks, and your Herds be fiayed !

Thus, honoured Sir, you have laid before you,
and left to your Confideration, a plain Reprefen-
tation of the true State of thefe Affaics, by one
who has fome near Apprehenfions of the Account
we muft all prefently give of our Condutt, before
the great Tribunal ; and who delires ever to ap-
prove himfelf a true Friend to his Couniry, and
in his Station a loyal Subjeét to all lawful Autho-
rity, and ready to ferve his Generation by the will
of God.

- A Countryman.

March 14. 1771
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